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512 BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


the same ground was refused. Bringing 
his case before parliament, motions were 
made by his friends in both houses for an 
inquiry into the causes of his surrender, 
but they were frustrated by the influ- 
ence of the ministry. The general after- 
wards refusing to i-eturn to his captive army, 
was by the king deprived of his military 
commands. 

Prussia and Austria. — Hostilities com- 
menced between these powers on a scale of 
magnitude that threatened to revive the 
sanguinary devastations of the seven years* 
war. Tliey originated in the revival of 
some obsolete claim of Austria to the suc- 
cession of the Bavarian states now that the 
Guillelmine line was extinct by the death 
of the elector Joseph iMaximilian. Prussia 
resisted the pfetension ; and each, the 
emperor and king, drew out an army of 
200,000 men. In July one of the Prussian 
corps under Frederick marched to the fron- 
tiers of Bohemia, while another invaded 
Austrian Silesia. The plan of the imperi- 
alists was defensive ; and a campaign of 
marches and countermarches ensued, in 
wlxich all the resources of military tactics 
were displayed. In September both com- 
bataiits withdrew from the field without 
having sustained any material loss other 
than from sickness and desertion. 

17/9. Jarr. A frost this winter lasted 
eighty- four day^j. 

2. The beautiful chapel of Greenwich 
hospital burnt. 

8. Glasgow, Perth, Dundee, Dunfermline, 
Kilmarnock and Stirling, entered into strong 
resolutions, to oppose to tlie utmost any re- 
laxation of the laws against the Roman 
Catholics. 

20. At his house in the Adelphi-terrace, 
in his, 62nd year, died, David Gauuiuk, the 
first of actois, and a most amiable man. He 
had been forty years cn tlie stage. His 
remains were de]iosited in Westminster 
Alihey with great funeral pomp. 1 

2. The mob at Edinburgh, excited 
by an anonymous letter droppe<l in the 
streets, burn down a house intended for a 
papist chapel, and break the windows of 
Roman Catholics. Similar riots disgraced 
Glasgow ; but the exertions of the magis- 
trates and the principal inhabitants restored 
order, 

9. Two clergymen who had preached in 
a chapel in Clerkenwell, without leave of 
the incumbent or license from the bishop, 
were condemned in Doctors’ Commons with 
costs of suit, and tl chapel shut by a writ 
of monition. 

10. A day of public fast. 

11. Admiral Keppel, aft r a trial 6f 
thirty days, is honourably acquitted of the 
charges of misconduct and incapacity, ex- 
hibited against him by sir Hugh Palliser. 


The metropolis was twice illuminated 3n 
the occasion, and the freedom of the city 
voted to the admiral. Outrages were com- 
mitted by the mob on the house of lord 
North and others supposed to be inimical 
to the accused. 

14. Captain Cook, the celebrated cir- 
cumnavigator, killed at Owhyhee in an af- 
fray with the natives. Before this cata- 
strophe was known in^ Europe the French 
government issued an order to their cruis- 
ers not to molest this able seaman should 
they fall iu with him in his homeward 
voyage. 

16. The thanks of both houses voted to 
admiral Keppel for having gloriouriy up- 
held the honour of the British flag on the 
27th and 28th of July last. The dispute 
between the naval officers had now become 
a party question in the nation and parlia- 
ment, w^re it was used as a meays of attack 
on the ministry, especially lord Sandwich, 
the head of the admiralty, whose indeco- 
rous private life helped to sharpen the po- 
jmlar hatred which liis politics excited. 

17. Popular feeling running strongly 
against sir* Hugh Palliser, he resigned his 
seat in the commons, and all his public 
employments to the amountof 4000/. a year. 

25. The bridge at Puerto Santo in Siiaiu 
fell down, while tlie priests were consecrat- 
ing it, and many persons were killed. 

A/ar. 1. At ti e instance of the African 
Committee, a pro>ecution had been insti- 
tuted against the master of a slave ship, 
and he was this day, before lord Mansfield, 
cast in 500/. damages for carrying away a 
free black from the coast ot .Africa and sell- 
ing him as a slave in Jamaica. 

19. The citizens of Edinburgh deter- 
mined to make restitution to the catliolics 
for the damages they had sustained iroin 
the mob. 

:U). The university of Oxford petitioned 
the commons against the hill for the redft 
i of protestant dissenting ministers and 
[ schoolmasters. 

y/pr. 7. As Miss Reay waji coming out 
of Covent-(iarden theatre, she was shot dead 
by the Rev. Mr. Hackmafl, who instantly 
tried to shoot himself with another pi>tol. 
A refusal of Hackman’s addresses occa- 
sioned this catastrophe. Miss Reay liAil 
liveal with lord Sandwich 17 years, by wlnan 
she had nine children. Hackman was 
tried at the Old Bailey before judge Black- 
stone, and executed. 

Afcjy 7. The barons of the l-:xche(pier 
decided that the tithe of potatos is a small 
tithe and payable to the vicar, not the im- 
.propTiatori , , , . 

1 3. Peace of Teschen concluded between 
Austria and Prussia, under the mediation 
of France and Russia. ^ 

30. The British take possession ot vtr 
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planks and Stoney Point, which com- 
manded the communication between the 
eastern and western colonies. Upon learn, 
ing this disaster Washington decamped 
from the Jerseys, but without abandoning 
his I? abian tactics. Subse(|uently, on the 
15ih oi July, Stoney Point was surprised 
and gallantly carried by the American ge- 
neral Wayne. 

June 13. Kev. John Home applied to the 
society of the Inner Temple, to be admitted 
a barrister, but was refused on the ground 
of his being a clergyman in full orders. 

16’. The Spanisn ambassador presented 
a manifesto to the British court, equivalent 
to a declaration of war, 

23. The East India Company determine 
to raise 6000 men lor the public service, 
and to fit out three ships of 74 guns each 
as a present to the government. 

July 3. The king, in closing the parlia- 
mentary session, said that he esteemed it a 
happy omen of the success of his ^s, that 
as difficulties increased so increased the 
courage and constancy of the people. 

6. * Partial naval action in the West 
Indies, between count D’Estaiiig and ad- 
miral Byron. 

9. Royal proclamation commanding all 
horses and cattle to be driven from the 
coasts in the event of an invasion. 

22. A fire in the victualling-office, Ply- 
mouth. 

30. Orders issued to permit no foreign- 
ers of any description to visit the royal 
dock-ymrds. 

Au(j, 3. At the Surrey assizes it is de- 
termined that a house which receives no be- 
nefit from the sewers cannot be assessed to 
the sewers’ rate. 

10. Krupt'.on of Mount Vesuvius, which 
continued several days, destroyed some vil- 
lages and Or huntiiig-seut of the King of 
Naples. The country for four miles was 
covered with lava, which in several places 
lay two or three feet deep. 

20. The duke of Northumberland laid 
the first stone of Clerkenwell sessions-house. 

Alahm of Invasiok. — Very considerable 
anxiety was created this month by the ap- 
I'earance of the united fleets of France and 
Spain in the Channel in overwhelming 
force. The English admiral was obliged 
to retire before them, and the flags of the 
coalesced Bourbons continued to menace 
and insult the British coasts with impunity 
initil the approach of tho equinox, when 
count d’Orvilliers directed his course back 
to Brest, without acoomplishing auytliiiig 
Inrther than the capture of the Ardent 
man-of-war, which, by Occident, had fallen 
m with the combined fleets. 

During the summer the siege of Gibral- 
tar was undertaken by the Spanianis ; its 
reaction being one of the principal objects 
Spain in becoming u party to tho 
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^pt, 28. The Houghton (Sir R. Wul- 
I pole’s) collection of pictures was sold to 
the empress of Russia, and shipped for 
Petersburg. 

The number of prisoners of war in Bri- 
tain amounted to 12,000; namely, 2200 
American, 600 Spanish, the remainder 
French. 

Oct, 5. Salary of the recorder of London 
fixed at 600/. per annum. 

9. Serious riots at. Manchester, occasion- 
ed by the buildings and machinery of 
Mr. Arkwright: two persons killed and 
several wounded by the intervention of the 
military. 

11. Several persons who had remained 
voluntarily in the King’s-bench prison for 
the sake of letting their rooms, were turned 
out of the prison. 

12. The Irish parliament met, and to 
the usual addresses moved by the courtiers 
an amendment was proposed and adopted 
by large majorities in the following words : 
— “ \V e beg leave humbly to represent to 
your majesty, that it is not by temporary 
expedients, but by a fhkr trade, that the 
nation is now to be saved from impending 
ruin.” The address was carried up to the 
viceroy under the escort of the duke of 
Leinster at the head of the Dublin volun- 
teers, amidst loud acclamations of the peo- 
ple. The thanks of both houses were una- 
nimously voted to the volunteer ^corps 
throughout the kingdom ; and in order to 
prevent a sudden prorogation a six months" 
money bill passed the commons. 

16. Marquis de Pombal tried at Lisbon 
and condemneil to perjMitual imprisonment 

The fortress of Omoa captured by a sml 
den and combined assault of British sea 
men and soldiers. A considerable booty 
was obtained ; but owing to the unhealthi- 
ness of the climate it was shortly after 
abandoned to the Spaniards. 

29. Sir Joseph Yorke, ambassador to 
the States General, presented a memorial, 
requesting that the Serapis and Scarbo- 
rough, two vessels taken by Paul Jones 
and carried into a Dutch port, might be 
stopped and delivered up. The State.s 
General declined interfering in the matter. 

Nov, 11. Resolutions on Mxcuinkry. 
—The quarter-sessions held at Preston for 
the county of Lancaster resolved unani- 
mou.sly that the sole cause of the late riots 
was the new machine.s employed in the 
cotton manufacture; that the county, not- 
with.standing, had greatly benefited by 
their erection ; that the destroying them 
in one county would only be the means of 
transferring them to another county ; and 
that if a total stop was put by the legisla- 
ture to their erection in Britain it would 
only tend to tlioir establishment in foreign 
countries, to the detriment of the tra<Ie of 
Britain. These resolutions were transmit- 
2L 
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nature y the arrangemente in progreaa; j gard to all our institutions, was the prin- 
the cession of Hontr Koncr to the British. i cinli* hv i ^ 


the cession of Hong Kong to the British*, 
an indemnity of six millions of dollars, 
and direct ofbeial intercourse between the 
two governments. 

11. Scott, the American diver, a person 
who had made himself notorious by leap- 
ing from almost incredible heights into the 
water, was this day amusing the spectators 
around him, whilst preparing to leap from 
Waterloo-bridge, by various antics, and 
among the rest performed a trick to imi- 
tate hanging. But on one of the repeti- 
tions of the display, the wretched man 
hung himself in earnest, and before the 
real fact was remarked by the crowd, and 
Scott cut down, he was quite dead 


ciple by which they wished to abide, but 
they did not wish to venture on any reform 
incompatible with these institutions. Lord 
Palmerston regretted the estrangement of 
France, but defended the course that had 
been taken. The address in both houses 
was agreed to without a division. 

Feb, 4. The United States bank once 
more suspended payment. 

7. The old church of Camberwell de- 
stroyed by fire. 

8. The elections in Spain ended in fa- 
vour of the liberal party, headed by Espar- 
tero. 

House of lords occupied with the affair 
of Mr. M*Leod, who had been arrested in 


- V , » ; wno naa oecn arrested in 

A firman of the sultan grants to Mehe- j America, on a charge of murder, as one of 
met Ail the liereditary possc-ision of 1 tlic parties concerned in the destruction 
,r r> . f,., r I of the Carolina. ( Ff* Dec. 29, 1837.) 

1 n 1 !«• The union of the two Canadas pro- 

hcM in the thcvitre, Uublin, to oppose the claimed at Montreal, and lord Sydenham 
passing of lord Stanley’s ^e-istration bill, j takes the oath of office. 

Tlie requisition for calling the meeting j 12. Resolution carried, by 195 to 43, in 
was signed by 144 peers, 19 baronets, fit) ] the commons, for the grant of a pension of 
de|iulylicuteiiants. .380 magistrates. .300 12,0001. to lord Keane, and his two next 
protcstaiit and Roman catholic clergymen, heirs male, for his scnices in India 
.300 landed proprietors, and 400 merchants I 16. Tiual of Lord Cardioan— H is 
and professional men | lordship’s trial came on at the bar of the 

1/. .Sudden floods from the thaw. i house of lords, for shooting at captain 
21. A great meeting took place in Mr. . Tuckett in a duel. The prosecution was 
Marshalrs mill, at Holbcck, near Leeds, conducted by the attorney-general ainl 
the object of which was to elfect a union Mr. Waddington. Lord Denman as the 
Udwceu the middle and working classes, | lord high steward, sat as judge. ’ 'SVlien 
h> a movement ill favour of further reform. | the evidence for the prosecution closed, 


Several members of parliament and dis- 
tinguished political men were present. 

‘2i. A land-slip took place in the moun- 
tain aliove Gra^iano, near Castcllamare, 


objection was taken by the counsel of the 
earl of Cardigan, that the evidence failed 
to prove the identity of captain Tuckett 
as described in the indictment. The ob- 


i . » , , , J sAvsss . At, mu iiiuiLiiueiu. ineoD- 

whicfi crushed bU houses, and buried with | jection was considered, and held to be de- 

thein, it is supposed, ab ^e 100 persons, i cisive ; the earl was declared not guiltv. 

Ihe king of the Two Sicilies set 400 pio- ! There were two noticeable points in tlie 


neers to work, eiiconi aging them by his 
I)rc6cnc0j and on the day following five 
living persons and 3.j corpses were extri- 
cated. 

20. Commknckmknt of thk Skssion. — 
The convention entered into for the paci- 
lication of the fA’vant^ and the successful 
co-operation for the purpose of the lam! 
•uid naval forci?s of England, Austria, anil 
lurkey, formed the fiist subjects of the 
opening speech. Differences with China 


trial ; the bishops obtained leave to be ab- 
sent when the verdict was given, and the 
duke of Cleveland, instead of following the 
usual form, Not guilty, upon my honour, 
said “ Not guilty, /rya//y, upon my ho- 
nour.** ^ 

17. The late king of Holland marries 
the countess of Oultremonte, for whose 
sake he had abdicated the throne. 

19. A most appalling disaster occurred 
off Holyhead, at two hours past midnight, 


-.'...v... ...A.. Will. ..A ( A/ll iiAMjiu-au, ino Hours past mid 

were the next, but no allusion was made } when the New York emigrant ship, Go- 
reland, Canada, or the war in India, j vernor Fenner, with 124 persons on bo.ird, 
niT, assailed the policy of mi- j came into collision with the Dublin 

tin ^ respect to the Faatt ; n ques- ( steamer Nottingham, and was immediately 

thn * mllowed by Mr. Grote in j sunk. All on board perished, with the 

sne conclnded an effective ] exception of the master and mate. The 

p ech by pertinent remarks on ministerial Nottingham received severe injury, 

home affiars. Lord J. Kussell ’ - J 

tended the course taken with regard to 
llrv ^ *0 lh« domestic po- 

oliatmd, tlmiacon* 

^ progress In impr^ftment with re- 


but 


0 ... WV.V 

was towed safely hack to Liver|)Ool with 
its passengers and crew. 

Wynyard-house, the seat of Uie marquis 
of Londonderry, burnt down. The esti- 
mated loss was from 200,0001, to 3OO,000L 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


* ♦I.-"- 

In tlie brief interval v^hich has elapsed sineo tin' ])ublication oi 
the first edition, few alterations have oilered that appear material 
irnprovemenfs. What has been eliiefly aimed at in this imj>res'- 
sion, has been to supply omissions, verify facts, dates, and names, 
and in some instances, availinjr ourselves of more recent or better 
information, improve the vtTsion of evtmts and occurrences. The 
plan, arrangcTnent, sentiment, and geiieral execution of the work 
remain unaltered. 

Neither has it been brought down to a later period. The ac- 
eession of Queen Victoria is still so recent as to form a convenient 
resting-place. To have .descended low(‘r, would have involveil 
us in public questions undecided and conllicting, and perhaps 
unknown t-o ourselves, in their heals and pre])ossessions, thereby 
detracting from the essential claims of the work, as a faithful, 
di.spa.s^ionate, and unbiassed chronicle of (‘vt*n’s and occurrences. 

One objection has been made that seems to claim observation. 

It is the disproj)ortionate space devoted to the earlier and later 
portions of the p\iblication. Vor tWis wo bad two veasons ; first, 
the commencing events of British history ap])ear of less import- 
ance than the more recent*; and .secondjy, information relativt' to 
them is more copious arid accessible. Of the period from the 
Invasion of the Romans to the Revolution of IGSS. we liave many 
popidar and standard histories, an T in eon.^equence, a date or 
brief notice of facts was all we dei tiled requisite, as almost every 
one could turn to works in his own possession for fuller informa- 
tion. But the subsin|bent period, especially the eventful portion 
from tho accession of fJeorge III., besidt*s its surpassing intiTcst 
and importance, was a comparatively nntravelh‘d road, of Minch 
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we Jiad few or no accredited itineraries, and to it, down to ^ 
death of King William the Fourth, we particularly bent our elu- 
cidatory eiideavouri?. 

A Supplement has been affixed to this edition, wliich cannot 
fail greatly to augment its general usefulness as a book of reference. 
It includes tables of contemporary sovereigns from trie accession 
of Egbert to the present time ; of the relative value of money 
from the Conquest ; and alphabetical arrangements of public 
treaties anj conventions, of geographical discoveries, of laws, 
taxes, and jifdiciak institutions, and of the erection of remarkable 
buildings, the con^'uction of railways, docks, and other public 
inqirovements. 

J. w. 

KKNNINtiTO'^. 

Jtotuuryy '25j lS4l. 



PREFACE 


Tiik purport of history varies with \]\e progress of civihsation. 
[n an early age, the spirit of a eomnuinity is embodiei] in the chief 
ruler, in whom all authority is mostly vested, and a narrative 
of public transactions assimilates in uiiity and simplicity with the 
paternal form of its civil government. But as sociert^ advances 
and becomes less homogetteous ; as subdivisions are introduced 
aud new interests created, the province of history becomes enlarged 
and more complicated. It e€*ases to bt^ individual and becomes 
national. It is no longer occupied with the ])assions and eaprices 
of one man. but tin* reason aiKi movements of mnltitiides. 

Hitherto, the prevailing character of histories has been bio- 
graj)hlcaL 'Miey are the lives of ]>rinces, rather than the records 
tif nations. It is Julius Caesar or Constantine, not the Roman 
people or the CirtH'k emjTlre, that fills the i>age of the annalist. 
'File common histories of England oUer few' exceptions to the an- 
cient models, and the Edwards, Henries, and Richards crowd the 
foreground, to the almost entire exclusion of tlie other and often 
more important characters, events, and occurrences, that really 
mak(» uj) the body, form, and pia'ssnre of the lime. 

Next to the sovereign, the most conspicuous tigure on the canvass 
is usually the historian himself, whose opinions aud jjcculiarities are 
frequently more forcibly displayed than the age he has undertaken 
to delineate. Aspiring to a higher office than that of simple chro 
nielerof facts, whicli is his chief vocation, he seeks to embellish, 
or rather to distort the truth, by beauties of style, by the 
charms of narrative, by moving and adventurous iiicirlents, l)y 
picturesque and contrasted ])ortraits of eminent persons, and by 
ingenious theories, conjectures, and unravelmt nls of historical ob- 
scurities. 'Fhe legitimate uses of history are thus sacrificed to the 
ingenviity or vanity of the author, and to the graces and excite- 
meuta ol' literature ; its authority depreciated, and an agreeable 
romance, rather than^tflhfxd record, elaborated. 

Asrcotffl evil, from the historian putting himself forward in place 
of his suVqect, is in the spirit of pavtizanship by wliicb bis navratbe 
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thereby becomes imbued. This has been tlie great bane of history. 
Every epoch, every political, social, and religious transition, and 
every prominent personage has a<lvocate.s and impugners, each of 
whom, by dexterous representation, suppression, or exaggeration 
seeks to maintain a peculiar thesis, according to his connexions, 
personal temperament, education, early impressions and associa- 
tions. For those whose reading is not limited to one autliority. 
and who have leisure and opportunities for investigating conflict- 
ing depositions, this may afford superior aids towards the entire 
elucidation and mastery of the truth. It has the advantage of a 
well -contested issue in a court of law, in which every ])article of 
evidence is Adduced and scrutinised on both sides, and the real 
merits of* the caust either incontestably established or ])rove(l to 
be utterly unattainable. In British history wc have had the bene- 
fit of catholic, ])rotestant, and dissenting — whig, tory, and Jacobite 
historians; and the result has doubtless been a tendency to gene- 
rate in the great jury of the public a very tolerant, traiupiil, and 
impartial estimate of all sects, parties, and ilenoininations. 

A /////yZ and ordinary defect of history is the nefflecl of chro- 
nological order. It is oidy by marshalling in line, as it were, 
events and occurrences, foreign and dom^tic, moral and ])}iysieal. 
social and intellectual, that the bearing and action of an agr can 
be comprehended. Changes of the season^, domestic incidents, 
discoveries and inventions, the births, characters, and deatlis of 
remarkable persons, — all contribute to the drama ot‘ life, in- 
fluence the course of legislation, the policy of governmetits, and 
the progress of society ; and unless eaerh is (wplained ami brought 
forward in its due place, proportion, and juncture, tin* y)aiiorama 
is incomplete, the contemporary scene imperfectly delineated, and 
the reader’s path obscure and perplexed. 

H aving mentioned Chronology, it naturally brings me to the 
plan of rny own publication. Its basis is classification and cIik)- 
nological arrangemen*. Each reigti or historical ptniod is pre- 
faced with an introduction, explanatory of the character of the 
governing j)Ower, or of the prominent features of the time, political, 
social, or industr.ai : then follow the events and occurrences, facts, 
and incidents, in chror.ohigical order, up(»n whicli the introiluC' 
tory view has be/ ifouncied; and aftcT tln-so, distinct sections, illus- 
trative of legist -U ion, finance, commerce, scie nce, manners, litcra 
ture, internal improvements, or whatever else has constituted a 
leading cliaracteristic of the time, and influenced the state of iha 
corimionwealth. 
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The design is simple, but appears to be natural. Every consii- 
tiitional, moral, or physical change originates in some transition, 
want, or necessity of the community; and by bringing the trans- 
actions of the period into juxtaposition, according to the date of 
their occurrence, both the momentum of each, and exact relation 
of all, as cause and effect, are distinctly perceived. Our plan par- 
takes of the interest, as well as something of the arrangement, of 
an ordinary newspaper. There is the leading article ; then the 
occurrences of the day, diversified and illustrated with such 
incidents, facts, and information as usually fill the columns of 
the journalist. The great advantage possessed over such vehi- 
cles of intelligence has been in the circumstance that; our labours 
mostly referring to transactions long passed/ information relat- 
ing to tliem was more copious and mature; and, having no fixed 
time for appearing before the public, opportunity has thereby 
been afforded for being more deliberate in our commentiiry, and 
more correct and condensed in our details. 

The history of England offers peculiar fitness for the ana- 
lytical and classified mode of treatment I have attempted to 
delineate. Her greatness is not the achievement of individuals, 
hut the slow result of iTnited and accumidatt‘d efforts. No Solon 
or Lyeurgus can claim the distinction of having founded and 
reared the superstructure of her laws and institutions; no single 
warrior has stretched her territorial limits round the globe; 
nor has any moral teacher at once struck out the forms and 
obligations of civil life and private intercourse. All has been 
gradual ; — native, not incorporated or transplanted in maturity 
from others, hut the growth of the soil during ages, — the result 
of combined and protracted agency; not the work of genius, but 
the offspring of repeated and long-continued experiments : essen- 
tially, the nation has been its own architect, has been less 
remarkable for the production of single persons of surpassing 
power in arts, arms, and statesmanship, than for the spon- 
taneous growth of average capabilities in the aggregate, exceeding 
those of neighbouring kingdoms. In Britain the sovereign soon 
ceased to be the state; umler the Saxons and Normans the 
ex('cutive power was shared by the edergy and nobility, and its 
history in conse(piencc became that of orders rather than of the 
monarch. As these' orders declined, otliers grew out or were 
formed from them, constituting the middle ranks and indus- 
trious classes. History is obscure, unless the rise and fall of 
these different interests (ire distinctly traced and sot forth; it 
cannot be done by a continuous narrative, however skilfully 



preface. 


vlii 

nianagotl, but requires subdivision of subject, detail, analysis, 
and combination ; and a constant advertence to the contemporary 
growth of agriculture, commerce and manufacturing arts ; the 
state of religion, learning, and science; crimes, murals, finance, 
currency, domestic occurrences; and all tliose minor traits tliat 
show the real condition and progress of the body politic. 

It is in this way history may be most advantageously arranged, 
and most profitably studied. It is following the example of the 
physician, who, rightly, to comprehend the human form, dissects 
its parts and traces their uses, connexion, and dependence. My 
purpose has been to subject the annals of Britain to a like 
anatomy ; tb exhibit separately and distinctly the growth and 
structure of its several members, arteries, and integuments; 
leaving to some future and more gifted artist to ])ut tln‘m 
together again, to decorate them in the drapery of elo(jnence, 
— who, after exhausting all the artifices of rhetoric, disipii- 
tion, and imagination, may succeed in presenting a more agree- 
able figure to tile eve, but not more true to nature, anil no 
more, perha])s, like a full and faithful represi'iitalion of the real 
progress of the Knglish community, than a composition of wax 
• flowers is to a display of natural vegetatictti. 

Ill a careful perusal of Britisll history, there is much to 
iriten si and reward the labours of the stiitlerU. M(>sf of what 
other histories contain in the way of principle or example may 
be found concentrated and illustrated, and more pertinent to the 
a^e in which we live, in the records of our own oountrv. d'he 
rise of a great comrminity IVom infancy to manhood may hi* 
distinctly seen : from a federative association of scaltereil tribes, 
swayed by th(*ir passions, whose lavourile vocation is strife, 
whose chief boast is a display of aninuil courage, we liave liecome 
a vast hoiiiogeneon.s ernpircN still possessing, in nndiminished 
force, the gifis of Nature, but seeking to aid and perfect iJieni 
by the resources of science and experience. 1 here are lew dis- 
tinctious that can elevate a nation which we liave not reached ; 
no f^Iory in war whether by land or sra, that wo have not 
achieved; no iorni of civil polity that has not been frh‘d ; no 
industrial pursue or iwellectunf art that has not been culiixated. 
7’he nations that wore before us we have overtaken and pas.-^ed ; 

V^\VN\. NNliTC* W\\\wiV VvvV* TvUW twVWA lVvstmVCAn\, \\\v,VV oV\w‘V 

stales are ou\y Xicgwwwu^, we Wave Irwd vjtWiV vvWosV cwiVnX. \\\ 
changes of religion, in form.'i of j/tjlitical rule, in colonial acqui- 
sitions, in commerce, hnance, and in currenry, we have no lessons 
to take, no exjKriments to make. All this experience, too, is 
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the gathering of a short and comparatively a recent period, and 
has been pres< ed and transmitted to us in an authentic shape. 
The history of England is mainly comprised in the eight cen- 
turies that have elapsed since the Comjuest : the long previous 
term of almost twofold duration under the ancient Britons, Ro- 
mans, Datms, and Saxons is a blank, or, at most, an obscure era. 
of whose disorderly transactions, barbarisms, and superstitions we 
possess few higher testimonials than mendacious chronicles aiul 
monkish legends, exhibiting the rude extravagances in thought 
and action commonly foiind in the infancy of nations, and of which 
there are still examples in the world, but of which a minute de- 
scription is more suited to the embellishment of po^ry than to 
the page of authentic history. • 

At the lievolution of 1G88, society may be saiil to have received 
its existing outlines in politics, morals, religion, and intlustry. 
But the accession of George III. unquestionably forms the most 
interesting epoch to the present generation. Arrived at this 
period, we begin to mingle among our contemporaries, to come 
in contact with living interests; and names, characters, and 
incidents rise on the scene fresh in general recollection, — some of 
the actors in which stilh survive, and most of whom have only 
receii ly (iisajq)eare(i. I'he details relative to this remarkable 
era will probably be ronsi(ler<*d the most original, and occupy a 
large portion of the work; arising partly from the copiovisness 
of the materials bearing \q)on its illustration, and partly from the 
great interest and variety of its transactions. In treating this 
long and event ful reign, it has Ix’en found most convenient to 
di\ide it into distinct pencils of peace and war. This appeared 
the most Uieid mode of exhibiting the influence of eacli condition 
on the political, commercial, and social j)rogix*ss of the eommunily, 
and of bringing forwanl the statistical details aiul other matters 
essential to its elneiilation. 'J’he Regenev nnd the two following 
reigns are .scarcely inferior in interest, csj)ecially tlie brief but 
important one of\\ illiarn JV., which, involving a great eonsii- 
tntional change, form 1 an epoch of itself, aiul seems litly to 
cojielude the work. 

Hoivevor imperfectly my ta.sk may have been executed, I can at 
l<*ast claim the merit of having first attempted, on a uniform plan 
and pvu\c\\Ae, dow u to oviv owu tune, to hr‘\ug tooet\\ev \\\ soiwcthmg 
Wke order the varied materials uu<\ inculents of British history* 
In the endeavour clearly to arrange and compress siudi a great 
tisseniblagi* of diversilied iiilelligeuce, it is possible some cpiestion.^ 
may oe thonglit to have been loo .suceiiully treated; but in these 
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cases the reader will always at least have the advantage of a date 
to facilitate reference to more copious and voluminous sources of 
information. 

In the biographical notices of emiiUMit characters lately 
deceased, and in the narrative of recent transactions, I have 
availed myself of the latest information given to tlie public. For 
my own part, I am inclined to defer to tlie testimony of living 
rather than of dead men. There are, doubtless, truths whicli cannot 
be properly, or at least safely, divulged during the lifetime of the 
writers; but such posthumous testimony is not given under tin* 
same sanction of responsibility as that of an existing witness, liable 
to the imncediate correction of contemporary and implicated 
parties. 

As to mere anecdotical or personal details, they belong to an 
order of merit not espt’cially within the plan of the present publi- 
cation. It is the public not the private transactions of individuals 
that form the staple materials of history. Nor are, ])erhaps, the 
smaller traits and incidents, to establish truths nut often denied, 
and which chiellv help to show that mankind, however ditVerent 
in degree or endowments, are mostly alike undi*r similar circum 
stances, of great intrinsic value, except itr. j>ources of amusement 
A person must have made little progress in historical or biogra- 
phical knowledge not to have discovered tliat the greatest nu»n 
are onlv <;reat on irreat occasions, and that in all the (‘ommon 
affilirs and exigencies of human life they act and arc* intlucnccd 
like file more humble and h*ss gifted of their fellow-cn^atures. 

In conclusion, it may be ])roj)(*r to advert to the autlioritu's 1 
have followed. In general history, Dr. Henry, lungaiil, Kapin, 
(with Tindal’s Continuation;, Ihuin :, Turner, Hum(‘, Sniolh‘it. 
and Belsham, have been my most tni>ty guitles. 'TIk* writings 
of Archdeacon Coxe, of Broglie, Sir James Mackintosh and liis 
Continuator, of Godwin, and Lord Jolin Russell; the Diaries 
of Evelyn and I’epys, with various memoirs, letters, aud biogra 
phies, have alVorded me valuable auxiliary aid. Mr. llallam 
has been my chief authority ou constitutional questions, for tin* 
period embraced l.y his history, from the acces'^ion of Henry VH. 
to the death of Georg * H. Liilortuiiately I have often been 
obliged to part witli m\ supporter.^. Dr. Henry, whose work 
is something on ;he plan of mine, terminates his history on the 
accession of Edward VL; Hume and Lingard, at the abdication 
of James 11. ; Hapiri and his Continiiator, on the accession of 
George III.; Mr, Bcishnrn fakes uj) tin* subject at The Revolu- 
tion of and virtually closes at the Peace of Amiens; for 
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though a brief continuation has been added to 1820, it is wholly 
different in plan and execution to the preceding volumes. For 
the long and important period frorn 1758 to 1837, which fills 
so large a space of the work, my constant companion has been 
the seventy-niine volumes of Dodsley’s Annual Register, assisted 
by the Parliamentary History and Debates, tlie Public Statutes, 
tlx* Edinburgh and Quarterly Reviews, and other periodical 
publications. 

I have also derived important assistance from a chronological 
work ill three volumes, published in 1775, and originally, I 
believe compiled by I'homas Salmon, a voluminous and ingenious 
writer of the last century, and has since been reprinted with 
a continuation by Toone to a later period. The octavo editions 
of works are mostly referred to; the fifth of Dr. Henry; the 
sewnd or third of Dr. Lingard ; and the third of Mr. Hallain. 

On the subjects of finance, taxes, and public reviniue, iny 
chief autliorities have been Sir John Sinclair ((piarto edition), Pro- 
fessor Hamilton, Lowe, and Porter; on commerce, shipping, and 
navigation, Anderson, Maepherson, Chalmers, and M‘Culloch; 
on currency, prices, and wages, Sir Frederick Eden, M‘Culloch, 
and Marshall; and our voluminous accumulation of Parliament- • 
ary Papers, espt‘cially the Tables of Revenue, Population and 
Commerce, ])ublished by the Hoard of'lVade, have often been re- 
sorted to. 

Statistical tables, of themselves, form a valuable historical com- 
pendium ; and it is by reducing various matters to this form, at 
(he tMid of each reign or historical term, that I have been enabled 
to comprise an immense mass of iletails essential to the illustra- 
tion of the several pt*riods, and u.seful for future referein’e. 

My endeavour has been to consult the best authorities, care- 
fully weigh their res]H'c(ive statements, and thence deduce a cor- 
rect and faithful transcript, 0{ any party or sertarian preililec- 
tions, lik(dy to ]iroduce a wilful perversion of the truth, 1 an\ 
wholly unconscious. That the work, however, is free from errors, 
and even injustici*. 1 am not vain enough to llatter my.self. Iii- 
lallibility does not apj)t*rtain to anv Tainted publication, not even 
ol the highest import, however great the pains bestowed by author 
and typographer. In the date of the victory of Agincourt Ihero'N, 
is a discrepancy of three days between Dr. Idngard and Sir James 
Mackintosh. On '-o well-known and comj)aratively so recent a fact 
as the coronation of Jame.s f. (he .same authors differ eiglit days 
in the daU' of the occurrence, — one making it the 17th, the other 
the 25ih of July. 1 could easily occupy a page with the anachro- 
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nisms of these and other historians, many of vvhicli are probably 
only misprints of a figure or letter ; errors which those conversant 
with the press well know the utmost vigilance is unable on every 
occasion to prevent. 

One fruitful source of conflicting dates among historians has 
been the different modes of computing time in European coun- 
tries. The calendar was corrected by Pope Gregory XIII. in 
the sixteenth century ; but this being about the period of the 
Protestant Reformation, when several states were withdrawing 
from the autliority of the See of Rome, the reform of his Holi- 
ness was only partially adopted. In England the Julian com- 
putation continued to be adhered to till towards the close of the 
reicni of George II. : and in Russia, and some oth(*r of the north- 
ern kingdoms of Europe, the o/// or Julian style still continues 
to be followed. These diflerent calendars, since the promul- 
iiation of the Gregrorian correction, often cause a diflen;nco, to 
which historians have not been sufliciently attentive, in the eom- 
mencement cf tlie year, and in the dates of letters, treaties, battles, 
and other occurrences, according as the writer belongs to a Pro- 
testant or Roman Catholic community.*^ 

J. W. 


Kknnington, 

A;/.' ‘29, 18 19. 


* The his^orii’al \e.ir has for a very loin' hemin on the tir^t of January, l.ut 

the cornmnecetnent ol* the civil, ecclesiastical, ami le^.il year has vancil. In Kni;- 
Irinil ill the ftcventh, and i^o late us the thirteentli century, t)ie year was reck'uud 
from Christmas-day : I ut in the twelfth ''entury the Anj'lican clmrch he^'an the year 
oil the twenty-fifth of March ; which practice was also adopter! l)y civihali^ in the 
fourteenth century. — (^Nicolnn' a Chrom/offtf o/ Jhstury, 41.) — Ttiin style continued 
until ihe reformation «f the calendar by 24 Cieo. II., c. ‘21, l-y wHirh the le^.il 
yeai w'as trdained to comirence Jami-»ry I, 1753. 

The confusion which arose from there being two niodes of computing dates was 
;(n*ar, the h irKslature and the church an^d civiliaiin referring every event which hap- 
]»eiu d between January 1 and March 25, to a diHereiit year from historians. 
Th iiH Charlie ^ IS said, hy one authority, to hive Inren beheaded January 30, IfilH ; 
by aiit»th« r, eipially correct, Januar) 30,1649; while the Revolution of 16S8 is 
jilaced either; behaiary 1688, or Kebniary 1689, To avoid mistakes from this 
►ource, it was rou tl, in •.;. *aking of oiints between January 1 and March 25. to add 
the date of ti hittnneui to that of the yvfit ; us January iO, 1648-9. 

In Srot'aT.d the year, was ordered by proclamation in I '>99 to coiiiiiience Janu- 
ary 1, instearl of Mardi 25. 1600 ; but the old style continuerl in use till the intro- 
duction of the new calendar in 175.3, in Kngland, when it was adopted hy Ireland, 
and l»ecaine the law of the United Kingdom. ^ 
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BRITISH AND ROMAN PERIOD. B. C. r>.? fo A. D. 585. 

Ancikst writcTs agree in representing the first inhabitants of Britain as 
a tribe of the Gauls or Celt?e, who eainc over from tlie neighbouring con- 
tinent. 'Iheir language, manners, government, and super.-.titions were the 
same i varied only by those small diilerences which time, or communica- 
tion with boHlcring nations must necessarily introduce. Moreover, tlic 
nanu's of the more, unchangeable parts of nat'.rc, as of rivers, lakes, and 
mountains, arc of (hdtic derivation. That an intercourse was kept up 
with the Contiuout we know fiaan the tin of Cornwall having haind its way 
there, and even to the Ph(f nician stales on the coast of Africa ; hut iiy • 
wliat cliannel of cotnmuuloati<m it readied the latter geographers have n<»t 
clearlv descrihod. Beyond these tesiimonials we ha\e no knowledge of the 
ahorigiues of tlie island, nor of their intercoiirFe vith other countries. 

The eadiest and most authentic histoiian of the ancient state of Britain 
is its first invader, Julius C.esar. U hen Ctcsar lauded he found the inha- 
bitants divided into upwanls of forty <iitVerenr nati'Uis or triln^s, each living 
in a star’ of la wless indepemlence ; those oecupving the southern ])arts 
of the kingdom, and wlio from their names Jippcar to have been immi- 
grants from Ikdgic Gaul, wore the most civilized, —they had made s^ me 
]>r«)gress in agriculture and the arts of life ; the rest maintained tlunusclves 
by pasture, were clothed witli skins of beasts, and were constantly shifting 
their habitations, either in search of food or Xo annoy or avoid their enemies. 
All were the slaves of a barbarous worsliip, whose authority e.\t( lulcil o\cr 
the chief alTairs of life. Education, the administration of justice, and the 
arbitration of controversies between individuals and the several tribes, t le 
powers vested in the Druids ; who, besides the severe pciiallies they miglit 
dnllici in this world, luul, oy inculcating the transmigration of souls, an 
indefinile power of punishment in the lu \t. Their riles were ]>raetised 
in dark groves or otluT secret rccf’sscs ; and in order to throw a greater 
myst(‘ry over their superstition they comnuinioaied their doctrines only 
to the initiated, and strictly forbade their eomraittal to writing. Tlie 
.spoils of war were mostly devoted to their tlivinities, and not iiiitVerniently 
human vii’tims were laid on their bloody altars. No religion ever aftaiiKal a 
greater ascendant over mankind than that of llic Gauls and Britons; ami 
the Romans, after their concpicsf, finding it impossible to vecoueile those 
nations to the laws and institutions of tluir masters, ^^hile it maintained 
its authority, were at last obliged forcibly to abolish it ; a viidenee which 
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had never in any other instance been practised by these tolerating con* 
(pierors. 

No reason lias been assigned for the invasion of the Romans, further 
than the ordinary one of a desire to extend the boundaries of tlicir empire. 
Beyond recruiting their armies with the iJritish youth, it does not appear 
tliey reaped any material advantage from the possession of the country; 
hut their ambition was a source of many henelits to the compiered. Not 
the least of tliese was tlie extirpation of the druidical worship. They 
divided the country into provinces, constructed roads, and improved the 
internal communications and defences. While they held the island, the 
northern barbarians were kept within the limits of their native mountains 
and fastnesses. But their most valuable becpiest was the establishment of 
muniei})al corporatit)!!’^. Thirty-three towns, from Winchester to Inverness, 
were indebted for their government and pi i\ileges to tlie Roman institu- 
tions. The choice of the magistrates and councils was left to tlie inha- 
bitants, and ill them .were vested the care of the public worship, the ei)r- 
porate property, the police, ami some ])ortion of judicial power. 

J)iiring the Roman sway, Christianity was first preached in the island ; 
but the exact time, or mode rif its introdection, is unknown. Ihohahly 
it was nearly contemporary with its introduction into (hiiil. That it had 
become widely ditlused in Britain, at the ch^se of tlie fourth century, we 
may learn from the fact, that the whole country was agitated by the heresy 
on original sin and free-w ill, newly jironiulgated by Pelagius, a Welshman, 
and Celestiiis, a Scotchman. 

After the departure nf the Romans the island became a prey to the 
Saxons, — a fierce and warlike jieoplc, of Cathie origin, inhabiting the 
countries bordering on the lialtic, the W( ser, the Kins, and the Khine. 
Pillage hy land, jiirucy hy sea, were the chief pursuits of these invad(*rs. 
At first they were called in to assist the K ritons against the Piets and 
Scots; but from auxiliaries tliey became mastcis; and, after sviiijngating 
the best |)art of the country, divided it into petty kingdoine, under the 
name of the Heutarchy. 


KV KNTS AND OCCCUKKNCKS. 


/y.C. 5.'). Atu/. 'JC}. Jiilijj'i (‘;rs.'ir 

* his tiM <li loi JJrit.iiii, in ti-e afivr- 

iioon, iu*ar DttW-r, and tht; lir-t Otic was 
tbui;lit at Dtal. 11*^ li.ui sent ovt r :-ih>re 
liim Coiiiirs, to in’iiti! tl»c Jtntisii I^riru*. s 
to t n*er into aij al ianre wifh tho itoiiMns ; 
lyut C'oiniiis was l>v tju* Dntoiis, 

and not rr.vasid till ( a-^ar ti‘;in.-d .-.n ; 
<:• ni\*' \'.<*d tVa-rn t" s-a- lor \iV.un.'. 'i'l.tr sln\» 
on MrdiifVi tdw* }t< u)> i.iir?*'* uninailv 

Itnng alttT'vards dl'^)ir>»d »y ;• sforin 

lay in the 1) , * t!.e l»rr,>»ij» run-.- 
meiicod lios'ilitie.s ^ lOi, and s!;rnn!;:ih <1 
the j-eventtj , 1, C'l: ar niarcld 

to the a sisrance . tint legion. »}ie Hrif» i»s 
were <h'f at< d a toud tiine, h;,'1 4 .>‘v»- 
hosta;;»'S as jth ilg* s ot thrii fidelity ; v. h« re- 
uj.4in (lasar re-einh.ii ked ail his linns, 
-t. 20, a-,<l rt'tiirned to the (k/iitiip iil 
aUnit the aote.mnal o^’iitiox. 

51. Casar made a seroiid <lcsi*ent, his 


Ihet consisting of b()0 ships, witJi live 
legions and two tlionsand liorse ; lu* ad- 
vanced ti> the Steiir, near ( 'anterl»nry, 
wh*rc he detcated the Britons, Mav20; 
he tlien advajuasl to tlie ThiiincH, whicdl 
he j)a.s.sed near Oatlands. penetrating as 
far as Veru am, the c.ipil.il of lhiN.sihi;ian, 

• Old ne.ir to t lie pi event town nf St. .Minin’s. 
jCa- ar inipa.s* a tvd.nte on the Britons 
j oithr. thnnsainl p*niie’.H. Oassinelan ainl 
tie* princes wt' South Brit tin sul milting, 
and giviu.: )»ustagi‘s, ();esar emharked Ins 
r».; ev, Se; t. 2<i, and n tnri.ed to the Ch'ii 
tiiient ; w'i.ete, avpiring to tlte imp. re, ami 
tin K •mans being engaged in civil war.s, 
llie Britons remained uumoU-sted for ninety 
ynTH. (‘ii’sar is buppotie*! tv» Inive etii- 
I'.irkt d at C.tiais nr B*>n!ogne, and to have 
la.uded m ar Dover Deal, in Kent, in 
hot It expeditioii j». 

23, (,’unoheiin« feigntnl in Britain, and 
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Imrl a palace at Malden, in Essex ; in whose 
rci|fn the first coin was made in Britain. 

IJ. 9. Tin* river llumher oveiflowecl 
its bulks, and laid the adjacent country 
under water for several miles. 

• 40. ('ali^ula prepared to invade Britain, ! 
for wliich purpose lie asseinhhal an army 
on the coast of Gaul ; in derision, he com- 
manded his soldiers to charge the ocean, 
and ^atheiinir some shells as tlie sj»oi!s 
tO victory, leturned to Koine. 

40. Plautius, a Komaii ’,;eiieral, laiule<l 
in Kent, and ailv.mced to the Thames, 
which tie passed at \^’all!n{^^'ord, and in 
Oviordsl ire defi'ateil C.umcmcus and iiis 
Inother To,.^^odumnns, in thice successive 
h.ittles. 

4S. Glaudius (hesar, the fifili emperor, 
sent his general IMautius with ^reat forces 
into Biitaiii; ami followinj^ the next year 
in person, suluiued great part of the Kland, 
whereby he accjuired the title of Britanni- 
cns. 

;'0. About this year Lomlon is snpposeil 
to be built or rather fortified) by tne Uo- 

inaus. 

.''ll, (>iract.ics , king of the Silures, 
iSv)uth Wales) uuitiui:j his f irces with the 
Ordooius 'North Wales , deftiided his 
conufiy against O.'.torius the Komaii gene- 
ral, sevi'ii years, hot was ,tt length defe.ited ; 
ami fl.ing .) ( 'artismandna. queen of the 
lirig.intes . \ orkshire , was Ity her delivered 
lip to the Romans, and hal in triumph 
through tliat city with his wife and cliil- 
ilreii ; hut his intrepid be]iavi« nr procureil 
them all tlieir patdoiis from the emperor 
( ’lamlins. 

')J. Ostorins routed the Britons, and 
fixed a ca. ip on a moor heiween Litile- 
lun* ngli and lloncaster, near llatlieltl forest, 
the rein tins of which were recently vi^ihle. 

S)-i. (Ktorlns, worn out with an obscure 
and di slrnctive war. died an Biitaiii, and 
Clandins st nt Aulns Didins in his room, 
who the same year w.is removed ; and [54] 
\'eranins succeeded him under Nero, who 
filed sofin after, and | oS | Suetonius Panli- 
nns t.ii»k the coniniaiid. 

y.K Bauliiins ilestiuys the sacred seat of 
the DriiiiK in the island of iilona or .An- 
glesey, which lie coushWred the focus of 
resistance to the Roman power. 

hO. 'J'lie Cliristiaii r*ligion supposed. I y 
some historians, to he tirst planted in Bn 
t liii, in the ja ign of the ein^ieroi Ncio. 

01. Prasiitagns, king of the h eni Nor- 
folk, .Suffolk, ami CamhridgeshiivN in onlei 
to ])rociire the emperor Nero’s prouctnm 
of his f'iniily» made Nero c* heir of )iis- 
estate wiili his danghtejs ; hut the empe- 
ror's officers, on the death of Brasnlagos, 
seized ihe whole, whipped (pun-n Bo.ulicea 
his widow, and ravislted her daughters. 
Wheietipon (pteen Boadicea incited the 


Britons to revenge her wrongs, and assem- 
bling ‘2.'»0,000 men, fell upon the Roman 
colonies, destroying ujiwards of 70,000 men, 
women, and children ; hut l^aulinus, re- 
tiirniiig from the conquest of Mona, gave 
hatile to the Britons, commamUMl by Boa- 
ilicea, ami, obtaining the victory, took a 
severe revenge, killing 80,000 Britons, 
having no regard either to sex or age. 
Boadicea poisoned herself ; and Posthu- 
mous, a itoinan coinmamler not engaged, 
de^t^oyed Inmself, through giief, at losing 
his share in the victory. 

()5. Nero hnrnt Rome, and began the 
first persecution. 

09. Froiitiuus, governor in Biitain, sub- 
dued the Silures, who inlnii-ited the finest 
of Dean and the counties of Hereford and 
Mourn nth. , 

78. .lulins Agricola ajipointed governor 
ill I’ritain ; he completed tlie reduction of 
.Anglesey. 

83. Agricola reduced Suuth into 

the foim of a jiroviiice, iidioducing the 
Roman laws, biiigiiage, architecture, ha- 
bits, and eu.stoms ; he afterwards m.irched 
info North Briiaio, and defeated Ctalgacus 
at the (irainpuxn hills, iim.er whom tlie 
Britons made their Iasi effort to recover 
their ii be I ties. 

vS I. He built a chain of forts from the 
Clyde to the F rth. which const it iited the * 
chief strength (>f Hadrian’s wall. He cir- 
cumnavigated Blit. .in, and first discovered 
it to he a I i-1 and. His fieet subdued the 
(.)rkney isles, and he overthrew the Cale- 
donians at Forten-Ci.iil camp, sixteen miles 
hevimd Pcrtli. 

89. Agiicol.i nas rcc.uled hv* the em 
peror Donut iau, through envy ot his re- 
nown, and suspected to have bet n poisoned, 
l/nder Agricida the Roman ilonunion in 
Biitain reached its utmost pennaiient 
limit. 

8'<. 'fhe ( 'aledvinians make irnqdioiis • 
into Biit.viu, destroy \'ait of ti e luv. ndary 
of foits, and retre.it with iluir booty. 

117. The emperor Hadrian lauded in 
Biitain. 

121. H.uliian erected a second wall, 
from Solway Frith to the mouth of the 
Tvue, h r secuv.ug Britain agionst the 
CaUMloni.ins, and the remains of which 
.'.till soh>i.st. 

Loilius Crbicus. lieiitcn.int to the 
empiror .Antoninus Pius, built .iiiotiier wall 
ofeaith heyoml iheforim r from Fldinl urgli 
to DonUrittoii Fiith. 

180. Tin* bishi>pric of Lland.atr founded 
by Dubritris, the first bishop. 

JO.'u A divadfnl e.ivth'piake in VVah^'s. 

207. Fiftv thousand ot Soveriis's t.ov'ps 
<li»* of .a pe.stilencc. He kt'pt his court at 
\ vok 

208. Sevenus rcpulvs Ihe ('aledoninn*;. 

B 2 
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and builds the famous wall of stone in 
place of Hadrian’s wall of earth. Its ht*iu:ht 
was twelve feet; its breadth, at the founda- 
tion, varied from six to nine feet ; in front 
was a ditch eleven feet broad. The re- 
mains of this stupendous erection are stdl 
viewed with at^tonisUinent. 

*211. Feb. 4. Severus dyiu*' at York, his 
son, Caracalla, was chosen ; who oideied 
his brother Gcta to be put to <ieat!i. 

‘21*2. Scoflaiul received the Cluistian 
faith, when j;old and silver coin were fii>t 
intiodiued tiiere. 

‘217. Caracalla died, and the Biltoii'. 
revolted. 

*270. Constaiitine, afterwrtrus the (ire it, 
born at York. His mother was Helena, 
daughter of Cohns ; she tlrst walled the 
city <»f Loudon. * ^ 

‘27G. \\ iues tlrst made lu Brit.iin. 

'2yd. Tlie tenth persiciifi 'U t>y I)ii>cle- 
tian, when the Chiistiaus ot' liritai:!. as 
well as tlie other provinces of the eiupoe, 
euduied a sharp pi r:»ecut:o:i ; an l St. Al!i in, 
said to have been tt'.e tir>t martyr in Hn- 
taiu, was beheaded at Ho'.mehurst, no\> 
St. \1 ban's. 

2y4. (’.arausiiJS arrived, and proclalmial 
emperor in Biitain; and the first v bo be- 
stowed Scotland on the Ihcts, as a recom- 
pense lor iheir assistance. Till this jter.ud 

• the Piets are not mentioned in histi ry ; 
they are supposed to be ( iluh ni iU', who 
had adopted the manne.s i f tlui.' con- 
queiors. A portion of tin in, hov.e\er, '^tib 
continuing the practice of j aintin^^ their 
bodies, 

oU(i. (’onstantiniis died at Y* ik, and 
was succeeded bv liis son Coiisfaiitine. who 
with the assistaiiCi' (d ilr.tish b-iccs defeali d . 
M axuntius, wlio laid asstuin il lli.- p-uiple | 
«t Rome; and.in'ino in ipiiet j us'ie^sioii oi I 
the emjhre, emliracid tlie I liristsaii nli-l 
j^on, and was saluted by the n.imeof 

• stantine tlie (ireaf, 

dl‘2. Jt^nr lu. (.'oii'ilantiiie the (ire.it, 
the fust K.hrist.an emperi.r, the Hist 

j;eneral cinincilof Nice to diiermine ou the 
Arian lore.-.y. 

dl4. Three British luslwips deputed, 
to tlie council of Aries in Fiance. 

.']37, Mutj'1‘1. >,:aii'inc died, .ind was 
buried at (lunstanimojile. ( utist intmu' 
succeeiled to tli i* di.Mi n of ihe einpiie 
which included Hr . ;o; but by invadin;; 
his brother Const. tu^’ terrii .Aes he w^l^ 
hlain, and the v:( - r im enteil Britam, ami 
arrived here to ri\!el tbe Piets. 

340. (..iiistans’ vices bulijeited hiii to 
tlie contempt ef his subjecu^, and he was 
ileprived of his crown and lib* by M -{.y- 
neutiuH, a (xaul of Briti>«li extiaction, wlio 
assumed the re;;al di^^nity ; )>ul the liiends 
of C.onstar.tius, the youu^^est son of (’oiu- 
Blantiiie the Grtat, pi‘ ' uding against him, 


after a struggle of tliree years, the usiirpef 
put an end to his own life, at Lyons [344 ], 
and tlie whole province of Biitam ucknuw- 
leilged tlie authority of the victor. 

3 Id. Coiistantius erected a court of con- 
fiscation in Britain, under the dir< ctiun of 
Paulus, a Spuuish notary, who prusecired 
with rigour the adherents of Maguentins, 
on whom he committed the greatest onl- 
ragev. 

317 . The g inisons in (lermauy are .sup- 
plied witli corn from Britain ; so very feitiie 
was this island. 

3 (> 0 . The Scots, who had emigrated from 
Ireland, now began to appear and iMn>»t:- 
tnte a king. loin. Ihiiain was harassed by 
the Piets, .Scots, and .Saxons. 

370 . Maximus, governor in Bilt.rin, le- 
paired the walls of .*^evt*ins ami Agiicub^ 
and elected a sep.irate province, calUil Viu 
lentia. situ.ite between the two houiidai ies. 

3‘s2. Maxiums. tbe Roman ge.u lal in 
Ibii.iin. deiu.ires hiinselt empt r u, and 
c.iiries over all the youtli of Britain info 
France, as well as the Koir.ui forces, 
when by Biiiaiii is exp- sed to ilie incur- 
sious u: the Scots and Piets. 

3'>,j Tlieod sins dtf ats .Maximus and 
puls him to de.ith. Jn tliis Ciiitest tlie 
iiow «*r id the B itisli youth fed m battle. 

303 . 'i’heodosius uied ; ami his son Ho- 
norius gtfletm d the western di\ isioo of the 
cmpiie, wito sent Victonus as \ie.ir into 
Bi itain, w ho c.irried his authority so far as 
to iiiliTjose IP llie ehrtioii of a chief. Ku- 
coiiragi'il b\ tile example of tlu‘(t.iuls and 
otinr na'ions. who were daiiv l.ij.ing off 
from tbeir ol' iiicnce to tbe Jbim.iu eiiijoie, 
tile northern Britons joineii lla* J^n ts, and 
detern.ined to expel tlu' Bom. ills the island. 
In t ;r.s tlie inbabitaiils of the s< nth lefnseil 
:o concur, and even imploied the .iS'isianco 
of Home ag..iusl the Put', which imluced 
these nortlieins to treat them as c.^mimiU 
enemies, and lay w.i^te their iloiit lulling 
provinces. 

3|>n. 'Fwo li jior.s were sent to the reiief 
of the South B.'itons by Honorin'*, 

410 . More tn ops sent under a Rmii.iu 
general. 

42h. Again others were Bent, but n.et 
with great opposition. In the year follow- 
ing was the l.ist assist. nice tlie Romans 
afforded diem. 

42 S. «‘inperor Honoriiis wrote to the 

stall's (d Biitain to provide tv*r their own 
ilefeiic e. 3 lie em|s r(ir ahaiidoiis Bid.iin, 
and discharges the Britons fiom their alle- 
giance. 'I lns w.m 17 . f ye.ns .ifter the tiist 
attempt «1 .Jnbu.H ( les ir against th s isbind. 

4 17 , When the^ Romans aliandoiied 
So fh Brit.iin, tlie natives elected a king, 
whom they soon alter di throned. 3 hey 
proceeded to el»*ct olheii*. who Were Mic- 
cesiivcly detluomd or rmirdcrcd ; till they 
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fixe l at upon Vorfi^ann, a Pi i/jce 

of the Dunmonii (inhahitan.s of Devctii 
and (.’ornwall), who was elected sole nu»- 
narch of South Britain : this prince, with 
the consent ot his subjects, invited over 
•tlie Saxons (who^ inhat)ited tlu5 north-west 
of Germany) to deb ml them against the 
(biledi'Mians, who had invaded and ha- 
rassed South Britain in a teiiible manner, 
ever sinct? the tleparture of the Uomanfc. 

dd'J. Tile first body of Saxons arrived 
at Abbestbct. in tlie isle of Tuanet, in 
three galleys, cnimnaiidcd by Utoj^ist and 
Ilorsa, two brothers : Vorti^era 

agreed to lake them into his pay; in con- 
si<leration wbeienf, tlu*y stipulated to de- 
fend Ills country against tlie ( 'aledonians, 
and arCordin|^)y advanced ai^ainst them, 
met them near Stainfor<l in Idncolnsbire, 
atui compelled them to retiu* liiitiier north- 
ward. 

150. The Saxons, however, sent for fur- 
ther reinforci'inents. whicli arrived in six- 
teen lar^e ship', consisting of Saxons, 
Danes, and Anj^K s ; with them came 
Koweua, the beautiful niece of Ilen^.st, 
whom Wntit'eni luanied, and in Ctmsule- 
ration, it is Mud, made her f.ither kin{^ of 
Kent. 

-131. TJie Saxons havin;^ driven the Biefs 
and Scuts into the north part of l|^e islaml, 
iniruduced -tnl TC.iter nnmlars*of tlieir 
counti'v M 

•15-. lliJijUjUt sent fora fnrllur supply; 
with wlunn arrived Octa his brother, \vli<» 
brought witli him has son Klmsa. 

131. \ orti|.;er4i, coinpeiied by his sub- 
jects to admit his sun \ oriiimr partner in 
jIjo ihjnm*. was dejniveil ut all antlioniv. 
Tilt' Briton.:! endeavoured to ri<l the kin^- 
:loin of the Saxons; but were n-si.s(cd !iy [ 
the Saxons, wlien a war comnieneed. whicli 
teiiniiiatiMl ill favour i f the lalUT. 

435. ‘1 be lirst battle w.ns fuuj^bt at 1 
AyleslVird in Kent, wlicn tlie S.immis were 
coininaiided by IIen;:ist and Ili isa, and 
the Biitons by X'liiimer. Here Ilutva 
was slain, and Ilvn.j^ist uitli bis own hand 
slew ('uli'^ern, the brother of Noitii.ier; 
and, notwithstanding the Saxons bad m t 
tlie advantage of tlie 'lav, iinineibati i\ j 
alter the baltb* lleiii^ist tiist tv ak lipv :i ! 
liiin the title of Kiim t)f Ken*. I 

457. 'I'wu }eais af er ai.ullier battle v.a«, 
fought near ( 'ra\ foni in Kent, v\ herein \o.'- 
tinier was entirely defeated, \;i»h tb.e h ss of 
more than 4000 nun and his best oliieers. 
lie n tired and shut up himself in London, 
not being able to keep the field ; and Hen- 
gist, to lenity the ilvitoin*, ravaged tl:e 
cmintiy in u merci'ess mamu'r ; tlsev tliat 
were most exposeil to the liny of the Sax 
ons left their habitations ami lied to the 
woods for shelter, 

458. The Britons desired assistaiicu of 


the kings of AimorJca (Brltanny), when 
Amhrosuis was sent with 10,000 men, but 
througli jealousy prevented from being 
joined by the Britons, who hecamo a prey 
to their intestine broils, instead of uintii.g 
against the common enemy. Numbers i f 
die Britons retired into Wales, and some 
went to Holland, and lauded near Leyden. 
Thus the Biitons, for seven or eight years, 
siiflered all the ealaimties of a civil war, 
till, by agreement, a divisioti of the king- 
dom put an end to iheir animosities. 

•hit). Tlie war was ag.iin renewed ugainst 
their common eiu iny tlie .Saxom* ; and in 
tlse first engagement Hengist lo.st Wypped 
ins general, at Jpswich in Suffolk, It was 
in this war Prince Artliur,^t fourteen vears 
of age, fiist made his apyearance. lie W'as 
King cd‘ (.’ornwali and ]>evon, 

47-3. \ oil iiner died by poison, given by 
his niother-in-law Kowena, at the instiga- 
tion of Ilengi''t, and was buried at Lincoln, 

47t). Ileugi'd entei taint d Vortig*^rn ami 
dOO of his principal noblemen, whom lie 
I mimlered on ]M.iy 1, and in memory of it 
j .Vinbu sius is said to have erected Stone- 
! lu nge in Wibsbiie. Ami n sins assumed 
! the purple in Biitain, after the in. inner of 
j the Hoin.ins, from whom he descended. 

477. llengisl's treachery and murder of 
the Ik.tish nobles u iulered him h iled, 
and hu country became depoj ulateil, liy 
I lliu inbvibiuinis retiring to i tber parts ; 
which induced him to Mini to Ciirniaiiy 
lor Klla, vvlu' lainlcil in Sussex, but not 
wrhout opposition. AVilb him .ii rived his 
I .sons, the \onngesl of wl.om was (’i^sa. 
i He hail Continual vv.irs with the Britons, 
ith* particulars wlaieef are unknown, ex- 
cept t};at tliey .'•etiit-d on tlie s«a-co.!st, 
ami were cal. id tlie li-.'''a.\uns, and 
iheir country Sussex. 1 ho>e that weie 
settled on the e.isl coast were c ailed Kast- 
S.i.xons, ami tiieir coun’ry K^svx. '1 he 
count ly between Kssex m d Sussex was 
termed Miibiiesex. .Vs ler Kent, it le- 
tiiimd its ancient name. 

48>-;. lleugi'-t dud, aged sixty-n ne, 
having been in Biitaiii thirty-nine jeais, 
mi l oo. the Ib.rone of Kent thirty-three. 

•IfH. Prince .Aitnur defeatcvi the Nor- 
thiimbriMi S ixons. 

4l>.3. ('eidic, a S.ixon genend, arrivi d in 
Britain, from whom ileM'cnd* d the kings 
of )'.! gkiiid, in the male line, to Kdwaitl 
the (’onfessor, and in the temale line to 
the present family. 

4‘..»7. .Arthur defeated the revolted s\di- 
j» cts of Ambrosius. and drove tluir leailer 
into \Vale>. wbeie he procurt d the p«’S- 
se^sieii \if Brcckuoi. k .ind Ra<!nor.sliirt*, 
which he i reeled into a kingiloie. 

r.fil. Porta, anotlier Saxon, Imded at 
the place now called Portsmouth, with 
more Saxons, who became .so very nunur 
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rous, that Arthur quitted the field and 
retired to Loudon. 

504. Arthur agaiu took the field ut the 
head of 15,000 men, and defeated the 
Saxons under Cerdic near Bu.stoii, and 
boon after a second time near Ga•u^ford. 

511. The battle of Badeuhill, near Bath, 
where a complete victory was gained by 
Arthui, wherein two of the Saxon chiefs 
were slam, and Cerdic was uhlige<l to retire 
to an inaccessible post. Here Arthur is 
reputed to have slain 400 with his own 
hand. 

51*2. The Piets made a descent in the 
north in favour of tiie Saxons, against 
whom Arthur went, defeated them, ami 
ravaged their country. The same year 
died Gueniver, ftie wife of Arthur, and .she 
was buried in the* county, of Angus in Scot- 
land. 

520. The bishopric of St. David's 

founded by Ar.hur, and Dubritins was the 
first bishop. | 

521. Cerdic founded the West Saxon i 
kingdom, and was crowned ut Winchester, j 
twenty-three years after his arrival in Bri- 
tain. 

527. Krchenwin Vegan to asm .me the | 
title of King of the Kast Sax<*ns. About 
the Same time multitudes of Angles landed 
on the ea-'terii coast of Britain, where 
• without difficulty tl.ey settUd, and founded 
a fifth kingdom iimler the name of Kast 
Angles. Arthur was in the noith when 
they landed, and tA-rdic gave him battle, 
and defeated him at Cherdsey in Bucking- 
hamshire. 

530. C’erdic subdued the Lie of W'ght, 
and cruelly destroyed the inhabiiunts. 

MI.SCRI.L.VMKS OF 

The population of Britain at the perioil j 
of the Koinan invasion lias been estimated 
at 760,000. 

» All the iinconquered Britons, who dwe.t 
without the limits of the Homan » mpue, 
were called Caleilouii by tbie Romans ami 
provincial Britons during the first, second, 
and third centuries. In the lagiiining of 
the fourth century these Britons were 
divided into two 'onsiderable nations, 
known by the new names of .Scots ami 
Piets J about the ori^iio and n.“.»iii.»g ot ; 
these names no st* .''actory explanation 
has been given. 

Though the nof*her.i tiibc.» were bar- 
baruus. iho'e wh<* occupied tl e »t»'itberii 
parts of the i.-jlaiid were partly Civi »/eO. 
Their dress was of tbeir ow ri rnaiiuntcture. 
A square ir.aiitle covered a vest and trou- 
sers, or a deeply- plait e«l tunic oi bronlertMl 
cloth ; the waist was enciirled with a belt ; 
rings adi/rned the second tii:ger of each 
h.»ml, and a chain of iron or brass was 
siispeuded from the neck. Their huts re* 


531. Modicd, Arthur’s nephew, de. 
bauched his queen, and married her ; sur 
rendered a great pait of Arthur's dominions 
to Cerdic, and was crowned king of the 
remainder ut London. 

535. Aithur returiud from Armorica, 
and discoveiiiig Modred’^ villain, raihcd 
forces, and after several battles in favour 
ttf Arthur, a decisive one was iuiiglit in 
542, near Camelfurd, wherein both fell, 
and vvitli Aitliur all the hopes of the Bri- 
tons. Aithur was buried at Glu.stonbury, 
ageii ninety, seventy-six years of wliicli w ere 
spent ill coutiiiiiul exeicise of arms. lie 
was lumu at Tindugel in C»»ii;wall. 

517. Ida, an Angle, landed at Plain- 
borough, and l.ecame the fiist king of 
Northumberland. 

5()0. The bishopric of St. Asaph founded 
by Kentiger, a Scot, lliiiiseif the first 
bisho[>. 

57A (luvlin obliged the kings of Kmt, 
Essex, and Sussex, to submit to Inni as 
their Bujurior. lie then attacked the Bii- 
tons, but death seized him in the iniiist of 
his victories. 

584. Crida, a Saxon chief, arrived in 
Briiuin with a large Hei t, and made great 
conquests, whicli obiigttl tlie liii <ms to 
retire entuely into Caml-rui, and Ci. da 
founded the kingdom of Mercia, wliicb was 
the la^tfl*f the seven Saxon kingdiiins, 
calleil the Heptarchy. 

5>5. The Saxons change the name of 
Cambria into Wales. About the same 
time the Anglo • Saxons ununimoii.siy 
agreed to call the seven kingdoms in 
general by the name td' England, that is 
the countfy of the Angh s. 

HOMAN DKITAIN. 

sembled ths se of their Gothic neighbtmrs. 
A foi.nd.ition of sioiie snppoited a circular 
wall of timber and reetl.s ; over which wa.s 
thrown a conical rm*f pierc» d in the cmtie, 
for the twiduld piirpttse of admitting thv 
light and dtsch.irging the smoke, lii hus* 
tniiidry they had discmered the use of 
ni.iii UN a manure, and they raised mote 
corn th.ui was necessary for their own con- 
sumption. Tliey had learnt fl»e art of 
making linen ; of dyeing wool, yarn, and 
ch.ih ditlereiit colours, and of bleaching 
and WiO'hmg. With tin* uses of tin, 1< ud, 
and copj»er they wete acquainted. Of iron 
they knew little; nor does it U]>pear Ca-sar 
fuimd gold and silver uinong them. \ es- 
seU t/f earlln iivvaie have been f«mnd in 
bairow.H, wbicii have been c<ti»jiM‘tureil fii 
lie the. vvoikmanship of the ancient Biitons. 
If S’om-henge were wivted, as in. nt oind, 
hy Amhrm>iu», t showH some know 'u due 
of architecture having ont*lahi«d all the 
more solid and noble structures of the 
H. inaii.H. 
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THh Druids were the only learned men, 
—the philosophers, priests, and legislators, 
— who coininunieated their kimwledge to 
the people through the medium of verse. 
They ke])t the calendar^and reckoned time 
*by the elaps.^ uf^iights, not oi' days. 

CiB'tar found a rude kind of money in 
use, consisting of brass, or rings and plates 
of iron, of a determinate weight. The 
Romans not only changed the sjiecies, but 


much increased the quantity of the current 
coin. It is thought theie were greater 
uantities of coin in the island in the 
ourishing times of the Koinun govern^ 
m. nt than at any period during a thousand 
years .ifter their departure. Many of the 
ancient liritish coins have descended to js ; 
most of them probably struck by RoiJian 
artists. 


THE HEPTARCHY. A. D. r»85 to 827. 

The struggles of the several states, and the events wlycli marked the 
period of the Heptarchy, arc imperfectly known, aifd from their character 
scarcely deserve to be recorded. A succession of acts oi treachery and 
cruelty have little to instruct the mind, or interest the heart. Though the 
Saxons were divided into seven kingdoms, their princes appear to have 
owed a federative allegiance to one among them, distinguished by the 
Anglo-Saxon title of Bretwalda, or director of the Britons. Eight, or, 
according to some, seven chiefs, exercised this s\ipreinacy, from Ilengist 
to Egbert, who was the seventeenth king of the West Saxons, and almost 
die sole monarch of England. Egbert had lived at the court of Charle- 
magne, and by a politic conduct gradually suhjecteil his contemporaries, 
except Mercia, East Anglia^ and K^)rthuml)ci]and, wh’.ch he suli’ered ta 
retain a semblance of independence during the lives of the reigning 
princes. 

Various causes contributed to the dissolution of the Heptarchy; one, 
the great iiKjquality amongst the principalities in extent and power, which 
made the weak a prey to tlieir more )>owerful neiglihonrs. But the prin- 
cipal cause was the default of male heirs in the royal families of all the 
kingdoms except Wessex ; whence arose those divisions among the great 
men which weakened their respective communities. 

No sooner had the kingdom made some iwogiess towards order and 
consolidation, than it became a prey to a new and more ferocious class of 
disturbers. These were the Scandinavians, known in France under tinf 
name of Normans, and in England by that of Danes; their object was 
not colonization, but to ravage and plunder the island. Under the com- 
mand of their sea-kings, as they called the leaders of their sq\iadrons, they 
contrived at uncertain intervals to harass England for several centuries, and 
as the country was nnprovideil with naval or military defences to protect 
any part of the coast against tlieir ]dratical inroads, the people were kept 
in a constant state of inquietude and alarm. 

The spread of Christianity, through the preaching of Augustin and his 
followers, helped to mitigate the evils of this disastrous period. Men 
exposing themselves to a cruel death, for the sake of ditfusing their precepts, 
could not entirely fail of success even among the most ruthless barbarians. 
But the Saxon laws and institutions do not appear to Inuo undergone 
material improvement from the diffusion of the new doctrine, which may 
be partly ascribed to the source from which it was derived, lii the Homan 
worship credulity and superstition were inculcated more ibaii wisdom and 
»norals. llevcrence tow ards saints and relies was deemed almost a higher 
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•object than adoration of the Deity ; monastic observances were esteemed 
more meritorious than the active virtues. The knowledge of natural 
causes was neglected, from the universal belief of miraculous interposi- 
tions and judgments ; bounty to the church and pilgrimages to Rome 
atoned for every violence against society ; and remorse lor crimes was 
appeased not by amendment, but by penance, servility to monks, and an 
abject devotion. It was a religion of forms, not of practical uses; ami 
the disputes which divided the clergy relative to the tonsure and the 
festival of Easter attest it to have been an age of unprofitable theological 
trifling. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


455. Tlie first of the seven kingdoms 
erected by the Saxons was Kent, of which 
Hengist was the'lirst in/^narch, and cuii- 
tuiued the county of Kent : its kings were 



Began 

1 n 

gan 

1 Hengist 

455 

10 Ealrick 

6^5 

2 Kske 

4S8 

11 W'ithred 

6.s6 

3 Octa 

512 

12 Kdbert 

605 

4 Ymrick 

53 4 

13 Edelbert 

725 

5 Etheibert 

568 

14 Alrick 

760 

6 Eabald 

616 

15 Etlulbert 

704 

7 Kreombert 640 

16 Cuthred 

708 

8 Eglieit 

664 

17 Baldied 

805 

9 Lothaire 

673 




This kingdom began 455, ended ^‘05, 
ha\ing continued 350 ye:rs. Its first 
Christian king was Etheibert. He pre- 
sented to St Augustin a pagan temple 
without the walls of (.'aiiterlnuy, as a 
burial-place for himself and siicccss>orM ; 
it afterwards became a monastery. He 
died February ‘J4, 616, after a reign of 
fifty-six years. Before his death he pub- 
lished a code of laws to regulate tlie admi- 
nistration of justice. He w'as one of tin* 
Brt'twaldas. 

477. The sccoml kingdom they eTecteil 
.was that of the Swuth Saxons, where.. f 
Ella was the first king, and contained the 
counties of Sussex and Suriey. Its kings 

were 

Began Began 

1 Ella 477 4 B.-ithum 

2 Cissa 514 5 Authiim 7\L'l 

3 Ethelwolf 634 

This kingdom ugan 477, ended 754. 
having continued ‘J77 yiars. Its fir>t 
Christian king was Kthelw(4f. E l i 
the first Bretwahla. As S' ssex was the 
smallest of the seven kii.gdoms, it is un- 
known by what claim he obtained j rere 
dency among the confederat" j li nes. 

521. The third kingdom was that of 
the West Saxons, whereof (\ jdic was lh<* 
first king, reigned t went) tl • • years; it 
contained the counties of (’on, wall, Ih . jYi, 
Dorset, Somerset, W ilts, 11- its, and Buks. 
] tj kings were 


1 

Cerdic 

Began I 
521 

9 Kent win 

Began 

676 

2 

Kenrilvc 

5:;4 , 

10 Ceadwald 

686 

3 

Chevline 

560 

U Ina 

688 

4 

Cearlik 

504 

12 El belaid 

727 

5 

C!helwold 

,598 

13 Cuthreds 

740 

0 

( Kingils 

611 

14 Sigehert 

754 


1 Quiiithelin 614 ' 

15 Ken Wolfe 

7;)4 

7 

Kenwald 

64.4 

16 Brithrick 

784 

8 

Kskw} n 

674 ^ 

17 Egbert 

800 


This kingdom began 521, erultd 800, 
having continue»l 270 years. Its fust 
Chr.stian king was Kingils. Inn was 
e<piatly celel ratetl as a legislator and 
warrior. -He assembled tin* Witenagemot, 
by whose advice he enacted se\ ent} -nire 
laws r.*gulat:ng the udmlnislratjon nf jus- 
tice; fixing the wrir, and cbcvkiiig lure- 
diti’.ry feiuis. 

527, Tie fouitlr king<!om was that of 
tlie East Sax.nis, (if wh.-nv E'rclu w in vas 
the first king. It contaiiu-d ^Middles, x, 
Essex, and part of Hertfordshire. Its 
kings were 


Ih gan 


Began 

I Ehchenwiii 

527 

7 Swlthelme 6.1)5 

2 SI. (Ida 

5S7 

8 Siglu re 

670 

3 Si hert 

604 

0 Sebba 

183 

jSvxrtd 

) 

10 S.gherd, 

and 

4 S. V. a. .1 

> G16 

11 Seotu-d 

60 I 

1 Sig»'l erl 

I 

12 Oflii 

70.') 

5 Sigehert 

623 

i:j Si-1r..l 

7C7 

6 Sigehert 

653 . 

14 .Sinbjed 

746 


O - -- I — 

This kingdom began 527, end. d 716, 
ha\ing continmd 219 jeais. Its first 
Christian kii g was Seheit. 

547. 4 he fifth kingd.im was th.il of 
Northumherland : it d ntaine.l Voikshiie, 
Dnrharn, Lancashire, W'estnu.ieland, ( urn- 
herlatid, and Noithurnberlaud. Its kings 
were 


gan 

1 Ella or Ida 5 17 

2 AiUli 550 

.4 Elapj'oa 5<i6 

4 Theodwald 570 

5 Frethidfe 572 

6 Theodrick 570 

7 El he! lick 5<':0 


8 Ehlrelfrid 

Begau 

500 

0 Edwin 

621 

10 Oswald 

633 

1 1 Oswy 

643 

12 Kgfiid 

670 

1.4 Os red 

705 

14 Keiired 

716 



THE HEPTARCHY. A.D. 585 to 827. 


Be^an Began 

15 Oswick 718 20 Alured 7G5 

]() Ccolaulphe 730 21 Kthelred 774 

17 Egbert 737 22 Alswald 779 

18 Oswulph 758 23 Oatred 789 

19 Ktlilwald 759 24 Ardulph 7 90 


This kingdom* began 547, ended 800, 
having continued 253 jears. Its first 
Chiistiiin king was Kdwin. Oswy was 
the hist of the Bretwaldas. Eihelfrld, a 
pagan, deir.olishcd the famous monastery 
of ilangor, and massacred the monks to 
the number of 1200. 

571. The sixth kingdom was that of the 
East Angles. It contained the counties 
of Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridge, and the 


Isle of Ely. Its kings were 

Began I Began 

1 IJfTa 571 8 Ethelbert 654 

2 Tds.llus 578 9 Kthwald 655 

3 Hedwald 599 10 Aldwolfe 66/ 

4 Er[ienwald 624 11 Alswald 679 

5 Sigebeit 633 12 Btoin 749 

G Kgrick 644 13 Ktlielred 790 

7 Anna 644 14 Kthelbert 792 

This kingdom began 571, ended 792, 
having continued 221 years. Its fir.>t 
Chriiitiaii king was UedwaUl. 


584. The seventh was the kingdom of 
Mercia. It contained the counties of Hun- 
tingdon, Rutland, Lincoln, Northampton, 
Leicester, Deiby, Nottingbam, U)Afoid, 
(3iesfer, Salop, Gloucester, Worcester, 
St ifiord, Warwick, Buckingham, Bedford, 
and Hertford, lls kings wcie 


1 

B. 

Crida 

.•gau ■ 
584 

11 

OfTi 

Began 

757 

o 

W hibba 

597 

12 

Egfrid 

791 

.3 

Cheoil 

616 

13 

Kenwolfe 

795 

4 

Peiida 

625 

1 i 

Ken. hue 

819 

5 

Peada 

653 

15 

Cuclwoll'e 

819 

fi 

\Volf here 

659 

16 

Bernulfu 

821 

7 

Etlu'lied 

674 

17 

Ludec.ui 

823 

8 

Kenred 

704 

18 

Wliitlafe 

825 

9 

Chilred 

709 

19 

Bertwulfe 

826 

10 

Ethel bald 

716 

1 20 

Burdred 

.828 


This kingdom !>egan 584, endei 828, 
h:v\ing continued ‘244 years. Il.s first 
Christian king was Peada. Ofl’a first 
directed the sounding of trumpets before 
li m to apprize of his appearance, and com- 
maiul respect. Ho also directed a great 
ilitih to I'e dug from Bristol to Basiug- 
work in Flintshire, as the exclusive boun- 
dary of the Britons harboured in Wales. 
He founded the mona.steiy of St. Alban’s. 

The names of th^ princes of the Hep- 
tarchy, eiuinieratetl above, are difl'ereutly 
written by historians ; it is in all respects 
the mo^t obscure and contradictory portion 
of British history. 

665. In May was a total eclipse of the 
still. The summer of this year wa,s re- 
markably dry, and a most destructive pes- 
tilence, calL'd the yellov/ plague, depopu- 


lated the island. It reached Ireland in 
August. During twenty years it visited 
and revisited the different provinces of 
Britain and Ireland. 

760. A violent frost which lasted from 
October to February. 

762. Burials permitted in towns ; used 
to 1)0 ill the highways. 

787. The Danes first arrive in England. 

788. Pleading in courts of judicature 
instituted. 

824. The method of deciding by oath 
first introduced at a synod, when 150 
monks were sworn. 

CIIUUCll AVFAlltS. 

597. Augustin lauds witjj forty mission- 
aries in the Isle of Thanet, and immedi- 
ately sent incsse^igers to Ethelbert, king 
of Kent, who, though himself a Pag.m 
had a wife Bertha, a descenduiit frt/tn 
Clovis, who was a Ctir stian. 

602. Augustin endeavours to ])erstiade 
the British bishops to submit to him in 
the observance of Easter, and to accept 
him for their archbishop, which they le- 
fused. The dispute on the observance of 
Easter turned on the point wbeiher it 
ought to be observed on the first day of 
the full moon in March, if that day was 
Sunday, or not until the Sunday following ; 
the British clergy adopted the affirmative, 
and their new teachers the negative *Side. 
The dispute un the tuiisure was h.mby 
more important, namely, whether ouly the 
centre or entire crown of the monks ought 
to he .shaven. 

604. St. Paul's in London founded I y 
Echelbert. 

Mahomet *.proads his opinions* 

The bishopric of Loiubm lieinded by 
Etb.elbert. St. Miletus the tir>t bislu)]». 

The bishopric of B.ith and W’ells 
founded by Ina, king of the W’est-Saxoiis. 
Ailelmus the fiist bi>hup. 

The bishwpric of Ruchester foundt d by 
Ethelbert. St. Justus the first bashop. 

Augustin, Archbishop of Canteibury, 
dies. 

605. A court of chancery so long ago 
us tins }ear, accouliug to Seldcn. Auge- 
mundus the first chancellor. 

fill. St. Peier’s church and abbey of 
W est'ii luster founded by Sel ert, king of 
the East-Saxons. 

The arclil i'hopric of York founded by 
Edwin, king of the Noithuinbrians. St. 
Paxilinus the first archbishop. 

635. York being made an archbislu p's 
svo, Honurius the pi*pe ^ellt a pall to 
Paulinu-* the archbishop; as he did ano- 
ther pall, at the same lime, to llonoriuM 
.AicUb’.shop of Canterbury ; and sent also 
decndal letters, wherein be directed ihat, 
if either the Archbish tp of Canteibury or 



10 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


York should die, the survivor might ordain 
and consecrate another, without applying 
to Rome. 

637. Soon after Kinegillus king of the 
West-Saxons, with his people, and the 
rest of the Saxon kings, received the Chris- 
tian faith. During the Saxon Heptarchy, 
it is observable that no less than thirty 
Knglish-Soxon kings and queens resigned 
their crowns to enjoy a religious solitude. 

640. Ercombert, king of Kent, com- 
mands the heathen images to be destroyed, 
and enforces the observance of Lent, by 
civil sanctions. 

643. The L'liiversity of Cambridge is 
saitl by some to be founded by Sigebert, 
king of the East-Angles, about this )ear. 

6.)0. The l)isho])ric of Winchester 
founded by Kin^ygilliis.^ing of the West- 
Saxons. St. Bisinus the tirst bishop. 

656. The bishopric of Lichfield and 
Coven’ry founded by Oavvy, king of North- 
uml/erlaiid. Duma the first bishop. 

(174. Glass inveuted by a bi'.hop, and 
brought into England by Beueuict, a 
monk. 

669. A school or seminary erected at 
Cricklade in Wiltshire, where, besides 
divinity, was taught Latin, (ireek, arith- 
metic, music, and astronomy. 

678. An appeal from England to the 

see of Rome, by Wilfred, Atclihisbop of 
Canterbury ; the decree from thence treated 
With contempt. ; 

679. Tile bishopric of Worcester founded I 

by Ktlielred, king of the Mercians. Boselus , 
the first bisiiop. i 


680. The canons of five general councils 
(namely, Nice, Constantinople, Ephesus, 
Chaleedon, and another at Coiistuntinuple) 
received in England. 

The bishopric of Ilereforu founded by 
Milfiide, a nobleman of that county. 
Piitta the first bisho|>. * 

690. The bishopric of Durham was 
translated from Lindisfarne, or Holy 
Island, by Alderinus, the twenty-fourth 
bishop thereof, himself being the first 
bishop. 

7i0. A synod held at Alnwick in Nor- 
thumberland, when the worshipping of 
images was introduced into England. 

720. Ina, king of the West-Saxous, 
went to Rome, and made the (lope a pre- 
sent of tlie tax since called Petcr-pence 
or Rome->cot. It was called Peter-pence, 
because it was to be paid ou the feast of 
St. Peter ad vincula ; it was given f«>r 
naintaiaing an English school at Rome, 
:hoiigh future popes pretended it was a 
tubule due to the see from this nation. 

725. Ina erects Glastonliury Abbey, 
nd his donations to it amounted to 2900 
•ounds of silver, anil 350 pounds of gold. 

729. Kthelbald, king of the Mercians, 
directs the Scriptures to l e read in mouas* 
enes, and the Lord’s Prayer and Creul 
aught in the Suxon tongue. 

741. fA synod held of English bishops, 
when a canon was made against the drunk- 
enness of the clergy. 

75>'. Organs tirst introduced into divine 
worship. 


ANGLO-SAXON KINGS, A. I). 827 to 1066. 

In the scries of kings of the Sa.\on race that followed the ili.ssoliition of 
the Heptarchy, tl\e name of Alficd stands pre-eminent. Hardly any 
excellence can be named which has not been asciihcd to this illustrious 
prince. He was great in war, a wise legislator in j)cace, and amiable and 
learned in private life. Recent iiupiiries, liu wcvcr, siiow that he has had 
more ascribed to him than justly ajijicrtains to his history. He was not, 
as has been represented, the founder of trial by jury, nor of frank pledge, 
nor the author ot the local division of the country into shires, hundreds, 
and tithings : these, and some other institutions, were ])robal)ly trans- 
planted from Germany, and introdured by the Saxons soon after their fin'll 
settlement in the country. Still glory enongli remains to Alfred in his 
triumphs over the Danes, and in his police and juiiieial improvements, to 
jircscrve him in his foremobt place among Ihiglish sovcieigns. 

The Anglo-Saxon state of society has been mostly over-rated: neither in 
its political nor civil org 'nizaiioii diil ir e.xliihit higher examples of social 
order than are mostly to he fouiul in communities entering on llic early 
atages of civilization. Kven llic succcitiuu to the crown was regulated by 
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no .immutable principle, either of elective or hereditary right. The con- 
stitution of the great council of the nation, or the Witenagernot, has been 
much disputed : it was not a representative body, but chiefly consisted ot 
the spiritual and temporal thanes, who held immediately of the crown, and 
who could command the services of military vassals. It was necessary that 
the king shoufd obtain the assent of these to all legislative enactments ; 
because without their acquiescence and support it was impossible to carry 
them into execution. For the same reason, on a vacancy of the crown, 
their assent was necessary to guarantee the succession. In ordinary cases 
their meetings were in the presence of the king; and, as individuals, they 
were liis viissals, as they had sworn “ to love wliat he loved, and shun 
what he shunned,” — there can be little doubt that they generally suc- 
cumbed to his wishes. To many charters are attached the signatures of 
the Witan. They seldom exceed thirty in number, tlicy never amount to 
sixty, (Lingard, 486.) Other liegemen attended the assq/iihly as spec- 
tators, not to share in its deliberations. In short,* tlie Wilan was the 
hereditary council of the crown, resembling in its constitution the present 
House of Lords, not the Commons. 

The judicial administration affords the surest test of the merit of civil 
institutions* Among the Anglo-Saxons justice was dispensed on the 
barliarous jirinoiplc of private revenge or ])eciiniary compensation for the 
injury received. The life of a king might be commuted for 30,000 
thrymsas, of an carl or a bishop 8000, of a thane 2000, of a churl or slave 
260. Even the value of a man’s oath varied, that of a twelvc-hynd man 
being deemed equivalent to that of six churls. Theft was a capital ofience, 
though murder might be expiated by a forfeitine; a inode of estimating 
the relative value of personal and proprietary security strangely incon- 
sistent with modern notions. 

Some institutions evince a ])opular and r(|nital)lc spirit. The meetings 
of the courts for shires, hundreds, and lilhings, at which the humbler 
classes w'crc necessarily more important than in the national councils, con- 
trihuted to cultivate generous principles of equal law- and government ; 
and though trial hv jury was unknown, it cannot be doubted that the 
share of the people in these local tribunals, where ordinary justice was 
administered, must have led to the establishment of that deniocratical 
institution. 

3'lit grand division of the inhabitants was into freemen and slaves. 
But there wtic intermediate classes, as the villains, bordars, and cottars, 
whose immunities i^rohahly depended on the relative utility of their occu- 
pations as cultivators of tlic soil, or followers of the handicraft aits. All, 
however, (occupied in industry appear to have been denuded of the sub- 
stantial attributes of freedom, the law* recognized in none the right of pro- 
perty or locomotion without consent of their superiors ; the lord had the 
disposal of their persons, they might be attaclied to the soil, or transferred 
by deed or sale from one owner to another : in short, they were slaves in 
the proper sense of the term, as subsisting under an obligation of ]>ei- 
petual servitude, which could only he dissolved at the pleasure of their 
master. 

Amidst Considerable barbarism the foundation was laid of imj) n tniit 
institutions. It was the era of conventual c8tal)li^hments. Men luul 
lu 1 11 collected in monasteries from the landing of Augustin, hut there is 
no evidence of any monastic rule more ancient than that of St. Benedict. 
It was the zeal and energy of St. Dunstan, the distinguished ecclesiastic 
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of the Saxon age, that mainly contributed to the establishment of this 
rigid order of monks. 

From the Anglo-Saxons we derive the names of the most ancient officers 
amongst us, of the greater part of the divisions of the kingdoms, and of 
almost all our towns and villages. From them also we derive our language 
of which the structure and a majority of tlie words are Saxon. Of sixty-nine 
words which make up the Lord’s Prayer, only five are not Saxon. Of 
eighty-one words in the famous soliloquy of Hamlet, thirteen only are of 
Latin origin. Even in our most classical writers, as Milton, Addison, and 
Johnson, the \vords of Saxon derivation greatly predominate. 


EVENTS AND 

KOBERT. 

827. EgbertF-is sometimes reckoned the 
6rst sole monarck of the kingdom, to which 
he first (829) gave the nkme of England. 

833. The Danes landed a third time, 
wiih great force, at Charmouth in Dorset, 
and maintained their gnaiiid. 

833. Egbert etigaged them in a second 
great battle at Ilengstone Hill, in 
W’all, and forced them to quit the inland. 

836. Egbert died, and w.is buried at 
M’iuchester, February 4. lie left two sous 
and a daughter. 

KTHKr.WUI.F. 

837 The eldest son of Egbert sr.eeecde*! 
his father. He is said to have been a monk 
and bishop of ^VJnchest^‘r, and absolved 
from hii vows by Pope Gregory IV^ 

840. This year is remarkalde for the en- j 
tire destruction of the Piets, by the Scots 
their neighbours ; and it was ch.eHy owing | 
to this event th.it the Scots look tt|M>n Ke- j 
neth II. as one of the foum’.ers oi that king- 
dom. 

iWl. Ethelwulf resigned to his natural 
son .^thelstaii the king<lomsof Kent.Esbex, 
Sussex and Surro), with the title of King 
of Kent; reserving to himself the sove- 
reignty of all England, with the kiugtlom 
of Wi ssex. 

845. The Danes lai.ded at Perrel in 
Somersetshire, ami were totally defertted, 
which gave the kingdom some respite for 
several years. 

851. The Danes rontefl at Wenlury, 
near Plymouth, and ;iU their plunder taken 
from them. Athelstan pursued them with 
liis fleet, and took nine of their ships uc ir 
Sandwich, in Kent. Notwithstanding their 
ill success, next year they landed again, 
in the Th.imes, where they arrived with 
300 ships, and nothing being n^le to op- 
|!Ohc them, they arrived near London, 
where they lagan their usual iavaees. 
J..<indon and Canterbury felt the ‘ irects of 
their rapine. They then afta* ked the 
king's army, at Okeley. in ‘'uriev, but 
met with io gr-at a ileJe.it, that but few 
tSiCdptfi ^ 


OCCURRENCES. 

854. Ethelwulf, with the consent of the 
tributary kings and his great council, 
m.ule a most liberal grant to the clergy ; 
hut the obscurity of the charter by which 
the grant is made, renders it iloiihtfnl 
whether it was a grant of tithe, or only of 
an exemption of that portion of each rnunur 
from secular services. 

855. He visits Rume, carrying his son 
Alfred along with him, vvliere he rebuilt tlie 
English collegi*, extending the gift of Peter- 
pence over all his domiuums, tbr th.e bet- 
ter support of the stinlents. He obliged 
himself also to send to Rome anmiallv .')(!() 
marks, 200 whereof weie to purchase wmx 
tapirs L.r the churches of .St. Peter and St. 
Paid, ai:d the remaining huudreil to be at 
the pope’s disposal, lu his letmn from 
Rome, he visited the court of France, and 
married Judith, the daughter of t’haib s 
king of France, a prmcess of hut twelve 
years of age, which unsuitable matcli in- 
diuced his son Etludl a’.d to conspire against 
Ins father. He returned to Kn; 4 h>nd, and 

[ was coii.pelled by Ins son to ►orreiuhr the 
Kentish dominions to him, witii the same 
power as held by Atla Utan, who was de.id. 

856. Etludwulf finding death approach- 
ing, maiie his will, wbeiein he disposed of 
his dominions to Eilu lheit, and alter Ids 
decease to K«helred, and after hun to .\1- 
frc<!, his yn ingest sou. This is the fii.st 
instance of uor k.ngs disposing of their 
dominions by will. 

857. KilulwuU died, January 1.3, and 
w.ns buried at Steyniug, in Sussex, leaving 
l>ehind him four sous and < ne daughter, 
who was married to l'ullired,king oi Mercia, 
and died in 8*^8. F.ihvlhald, bis eldest 
M)ii was already in possession of Wessex; 
Kthidhert, the second son. had for his shaie 
Kent, Essex, .Surrey, and Sussex, coiii- 
pr sed under the name uf the kmgtlom of 
Kent; but Ethelred .uid .Mfred were but 
ill provided for, till they ascended the 
throne. 

j KTIIKIBAIU. 

I 857. Kthelbald sucre* ded his falher,whose 
'young widow he niuTrietl, but the reinoii- 
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stranccs of the bUhop of Winchester 
against the incoiitiious connexion prevaileil 
upon tlie kin^ to ^gree to a separation. Ju- 
fliih returned to the French court, and 
became the wife of Baldwin, grand forester 
of*France. From this union descended Ma- 
tilda^ wife of William the Conqueror, who 
gave to Kngland a long race of sovereigns. ! 
Kthelbald reigned about two years and a 
half, and left his whole kingdom to his 
brother Ethelbert. lie died December 20, 
and was buried first nt Sherborne, in 
Dorsetshire, hut removed to Salisbury. 

KTllKI.BKUT. 

8G0. Ethelbert. both by his father’s as 
well as his brother’s appointment, was 
crowned January, 801. 

801. The Danes, or Northmen, renewed 
their invasions, and as they had so long 
kept from hence, there were no prepara- 
tions to repulse their attacks. They landed 
at Southampton. 

80*2. They burnt Winchester, hut were 
clu'cked in tlieir devastation. .Soon aftiT 
they again laiuted in the I.de of Thanet, 
and were preparing to ravage the country, 
to prevent which Ethelbert gave them a 
sum of money. As soon as tbny liad re- 
ceived the money they pillaged the coun- 
try, destroying all with hre and sword. 

800. Etlulbert died, having rcigiAd six 
years, during whicli time history aifords 
but few events bcsides*tlie invasions of the 
Danes. 

ETIIKl HKO, 

Si\C). Thipl son (»f Ktludwirf. succeeded 
to the crow:;, in whose »eign the Danes 
commit great ravages tlnough the whole 
kingdom. In particular they ravaged tlie 
monasteries of tlieir most valuable ctlects, 
and nndtitvides of mms were exposed t«» 
their hist. Tiny set ilre t«) the city \»f 
York (8f;9); and rumler Edmund, titviluv 
king !.f the East Angles (873), (he place 
of whoso burial is siiice called .St. Kd 
mniid's Bury. Tiu;y <lestroyod the monas- 
teries of Bradncy, ( roj land, Eeterhorough, 
Ely, and Huntingdon. 

871. Kthelreil overthrew the Danes at 
Assendon, whicli was the greatest loss tlic 
Danes had ever met with in England. He 
had nine set battles with the Danes in one 
ye.'ir, and was wounded l)etween Abingdon 
and Wallingford, in Berkshire, which oc- 
casioned his <le.»th, April 27, 871. He 
was hnried at Winlioriio, in J)orse(sliirc. 
anti left two sons and one daughter. 

In this reigo happened a great plague. 

Ar.vni.i> Tilt; okkat. 

871. Fourth sou of Ethelwulf, succeeded 
his brother in the twenty '•econd year of 
his age, was crowned at Winchester, and 
ut whose curoiiutioii was first used the ce- 


remony of crowning and anointing. He 
was born at Wantage, in Berks, 849. and 
wa.s obliged to take the field against the 
Danes within one month after his corona- 
ion at Wilton, with various success, but 
it length defeated them. 

876. The Danes divided their army ; 
one part seized on Exeter, where they 
wintered, and the other went to Northum- 
ierland. Alfred defeated them at Exeter, 
but they again made head against him at 
Chippenham, where he was worsted, and 
soon af er at Bristol, where he rec<tvercd 
strength, and attacked them in camp, at 
Abingdon, in Berkshire. He fought seven 
battles with them the .same year. 

877. Another succour of lUnes arrived, 
and Alfred was obliged to ^isj^uisc himself 
in the service of a shepherd, m the isle of 
Athelney, in the county of Somerset. 

878. In the disguise of a haiper he di.s- 
covered the Danes’ careless way of living, 
and collecting Ids scattered friends, at- 
tacked and defeated tliem. He compelled 
their king, Gothrun. witli tliirty of the 
chiefs of the army, and divers of the com- 
mon soldiers, to be baptized, :iud forced 
them to retire out of the kiugilom. 

879. Alfred Imilt Shaftesbury. 

8Sl. Tlie Welsh princes did homage to 
Altied, 

880. Alfred put the English upon buibl- 
ing ships for tlieir securit} , thereby laying 
the foundation of our naval povier. He 
aUo establi.shed a regular militia for the 
lefence of the kingdom, ordering that all 
should be armed and registered, and eacli 
have a regular rotation of duty ; he dis- 
trihuteil part into the castles ami foitresses 
\vh ch lie built iii projier places, requiring 
aiunhcr j»ai t to take the field on any alarm, 
at stated places of rendezvous, and he lelt 
.a suificieiit nuiuher at home to cultivate 
the soil, ami who afterwards took their 
turn of military service. He rebuilt the 
city of Lumlon, which had been burnt and 
dcstroyc<l by the Danes. At this time 
hanlly a layman couhl rea«l English, nor a 
priest umler^taiid Latin. He lesiored learn- 
ing in the university of Oxford. 

890. Alfred iutrmluced building with 
biick and stone : and was the first that had 
a method of dividing time by candles made 
of wax, marked with lines which served lor 
so many hours ; and to prevent the wind 
from making them burn unsteadily, he in- 
vented the expedient of inclosing them in 
lanterns. 

893. Tb.e Danes, with 300 sail of ships, 
invaded England ag.nn, under one Hast- 
ings, ami were encountered at sea by the 
ships lately built by .•\lfre«l ; wbereiipoii a 
peace ensued. 

897. A plague happened, whtch rav.aged 
(he land for three years, and destroyed 
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many great men anil ministers of state as 
well ns others. 

The Danes came np the Thames, ami by 
small boats went up the river Lea, and 
built a fortress at Ware, when Alfred 
turned the course of the river, and left the 
ships dry, which obliged the Danes to re- 
move. 

901. Alfred died at Farringdou, in Berk- 
shire, October 2d, in the twenty fotirth year 
of his reiiTU, and was buried at Winches- 
ter. He left two sons Kdwanl, who suc- 
ceeded him, and Kthelwerd. who received 
from his father a learned education. His 
daughters were Kt helled. », married to 
Ktheied of ISIercia ; Kthelgiva, abliess of 
Shaftesbury ; ami Alfiitha, married to 
Baldwin, count ^of Flanders, son of the ce 
lebrated Judith. Alfrixd is said to have 
fought tifty-six set battles with the Danes 
by sea ami land. The same year he died, 
he formed a body of laws, afterwards used 
by Kdward the C’onft ssor. He obliged his 
nobles to bring up their children to learn- 
ing, and to induce them thereto, he ad- 
mitted none into office unless they were 
learned. He conferred the order of kn'ght- 
ho<»d upon his gran<lson Athelstan, who 
appears to he the first knight ever made 
by an Knglish monarch. This ]irince took 
a survey of all Knirlind, the rolls whereof 
were lodged at Winchester ; from which 
model Doomsday-book was afterwards made 
by William I. but with more exactness. 

KDWAUJ), 

901. Kldcst son of .Alfrcil, vuccocdeil his 
father, and was crow r.ed at Kingston-upnii- 
Tttanies. In the beginning 4.f his reign, 
Kthelwold, the s^n of Kihelred, his fa her’s 
eldest brother, laid claim to the crown, but 
being overpowered, he tied to tl.e Danes, j 
who acknowh'dged him ft-r king of Fug* 
laml, am! fought several buttles with Kd- 
W'ard oil his beb.alf. 

904. Kthelfieda, the lady of Mercia and 
.siT»ter of tile king, sign dised her courage 
in making head against the Danes, and 
she was no le'^s remarkable for her windoin. 

90,5. A battle fought near Bury, where 
the rojal party succeeded, and l.tlietwold 
was slain. 

Wells made a 1 i.sbop's see. 

911. Leoiin, prince of Wales, did homage 
to Kdward for bui princip liity. 

920. Piinrt»s» KthelH da died at Tain- 
worth, in Srali*rdHhire, and was buried in the 
porch ol the inonasterv al (iloucester, which 
slie and her husband t) king of Mercia 
had founded. It is saiu, that in r, Hpect of 
the cities she built, th* antics sbe fort fie d. 
and the armies she conducted, out few 
men could eipwal her in wisdom, coiirag*', 
and conduct. 

An army from Ireland lamled in Wales, j 


and advanced to Chester, but w6re repulsed 
with great loss. 

925. Kdward died in the twenty-fourth 
year of his reign, at Farringdon in Berk- 
shire, and was buried near his father, lie 
built and repaired seveial castles and towns ; 
in 918 he built two castles at Buckingham, 
one on each side the Ouse ; in 919 he built 
one at Bedford on the south of the river ; 
in 920 he repaired and fortified Malden in 
Essex; in 921 he did the same at Tow- 
cester in Northamptonshire, Wiginore in 
Herefordshire, Colchester in Essex, and 
Huntingdon ; in 922 he built a castle at 
Stamford in Lincolnshire ; in 92;{ be re- 
paired Thelwall in Cheshire, and Man- 
chester; and in 924 he Imilt the town of 
Ni>ttingham. 

Kdward had three wives and fifteen chil 
dreii. 

ATHELSTAN. 

925. Athelstan SAicceeded, being Ed- 
ward's eblest son, was crowned at King- 
stoii-upon-Thaines by Athelm, archbishop 
of Canterbury, with great magnificence, 
and may be propeily termed the first mo- 
narch of England. 

920. 'l‘he Danes settled in England re- 
volted, but by AtheUtan's immediately 
attacking them, before they had collected 
their strength, they were subdued, and 
.Ati.el^Can, to jrevent further bloodshed, 
pardoned the rwolters, and gave bis sisti^ 
in marriage to Sithrrc, King of Nortbum- 
bcrland. who d)ing suim utter, .Athelstan 
sei/i d all that kingdom. 

92S. Athelstan destroyed the castle of 
York for having sheltered (iodfrid. 

9.'M. Athelstan marcbeil into Wales, and 
giving Ilowel battle, obtained a complete 
victory, br.t rr.stored him his dominions, 
saying, it wms more gIorioii.s to make a 
king than to dethrone one. 

9.35. Athelstan marched against .Sc<»t- 
laiid, I lit concluded a peace with Constan- 
tin, and restored him all the places be li.id 
taken. 

9:5r). .V fresh war in the north, and Athel- 
stan expe led the Scots out of CuinU i iaiid. 

9.17. A severe tr«*st in England, which 
lasted 1 21) ila)s ; it U'gan Dec. 22. 

At the instigation of a courtier, Athel- 
stan IS saiil to have condemned his bnitlu-r 
Ehlwin to be ix;K>sed in a boat without oars, 
out of which the prince leapt into the sea, 
and WMs drowned. The king hail remorse 
Ibr his conduct, and to avert the vengeance 
of (iud, built Middleton .Abbey in Dorsit- 
sblre, and simn after ordered his adviser of 
the muriler to he beheaded. 

A'helstaii defeats a groat confeile- 
rate force of Bittons, Scots, Irish, and 
northern ailventurera at Brtinniiburgh in 
Ni>rlhunibria. Freviotis to the battle, 
AiilaiF uf Ireland attern^>te«l in tlic night 
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to KUTprisse and kill tho king in his tent. 
This splenilid Tictory established the su- 
premacy of Athelstan over the Uritish 
princes, and he assumed the title of King 
of the English. The dagger he had 
pledged before the battle in the church of 
Beverley ho redeemed with a grant of va- 
luable privileges. The Welsh became his 
tributaries. 

‘J30. Athelstan caused portions of the 
Bilde tube translated into the Saxon. 

In this reign Guj', earl of Warwick, is 
said to have encountered ('olebrand, the 
Danish giant, and killed him. 

A remarkable law was passed for the 
encoiiragoineiit of commerce, namely, that 
eveiy merchant who had rnaile three 
voyages should be deemed a thane c r 
noble. 

911. Athelstan died at Gloucester, with- 
out issue, October 27, and was buried at 
Malmsbury, having reigned tit'teeii years 
and odd months. 

EDMUND I, 

9dl. Fifth son of Edward, and brother 
an<l heir to Athelstan, .succeeded to the 
crown, being about eiglUetMi years of age, 
and was crowned at Kingston. 

9 13. .An luff returned from Ireland, and 
having seized Noithuiiiherland, advanced 
to Cliester, wheie he met Edmund, who 
agreed witli hun to divide England. * 

914. Disturbances in the north sup- 
pressed, ainl Edmund Compelled the con- 
tending princ(fs to be baptizid, himself 
standing godfather. He gave Oumberland 
and Westmoreland to Malcolm, king of 
the Scots, for his assistance against the 
D-Jiios. 

Croyland abbey, iti Lincolnshire, rebuilt, 
and ill it were set up the fiist tunable bells 
in England. 

946. Kilnumd made the first law, that 
whoever n*l)bed or stole any thing should 
he put to death. 

94fi. He was killed, May 26th, in the 
seventh year of liis ndgii, by one Lcuf, an 
outlaw, whom he had b.uiished. Thi.s 
man presuming to appear before him at the 
festival of Sr. Augustin, in Puckie church, 
Gloucesti Tshire, the king hiiii.se. f .seize<l 
him ; whereupon I<eof stabbed him to the 
ht'ait with a short dagger ho had con- 
cealed, ami was himself cut in pieces by 
the company. Eilmund was buried at 
(Tlastonbury, where Dunstan was abbot, 
lie had been nuirrieil to Elfgiva, a princess | 
whose 7.eal in purchasing the liberty of 
slaves, and other virtues, have been much 
celebrated by ancient writers. 

KDIIKD. 

94t‘. Tlie sixth son of Edward, succeed- 
ed his brother Kdiiiuiid, and was crowned 
at Kingston, althungh Edmund left two 
sons, Edwin and E<!g.ir, infants. Ilis 


reign was piincipally distinguished by the 
final subjugation of Northumbria. 

949. He founded the bishop’s see at St. 
Germain’s, afterwards removed to Crediton, 
and from thence to Exeter. 

951. Dunstan, abbot of Gla.stonbury, 
gained high credit with the king, who sub- 
mitted even to receive discipline from his 
bands. Edred rebuilt Glastonbury abbeys, 
on which he ex^iended vast sums. lie per- 
mitted Dunstan to introduce the monks 
into the benefices, and they proclaimed 
Duiistan’s sanctity. The three ma n ob- 
jects of Duiistan’s ecclesiastical policy were 
to enforce clerical celibacy, to reduce all tho 
monasteries to the rule of .St. Benedict, and 
to expel the married clergy from prebends 
in cathedrals, that they niigbPl^e succeeded 
by Beiie<]ictines. • 

9.55. Kdred died %f a quinscy', Nov. 23, 
in the seventh year of his reign, and was 
buried in the old monastery at Winches- 
ter. 

EOW Y, 

9r)5. Tlie eldest son of k'ng Edmund, 
succeeded his uncle, being about fourteen 
years of age. lie banished St. Dunstan 
and was very severe to the monks, who 
consequently give but an indifferent cha- 
racter of him. lie was excommunicated 
by arclibishop Oclo, and Elgiva, his tpieeii 
or mistress, used in a barbarous maiinei 
by the clergy, who w'ere jeab-iis of her in- 
fluence over the king in procuring the ba- 
nishment of Dunstan. 

956. An insurrection of the Mercians 
and Northumbrians in favour of E^lwy’s 
brother Edgar. 

957. Edvvy, having resigned part of his 
dominion to his brother, dietl, and was 
buried in the new monastery at W'inches- 
ter. 

EnaAK, 

959. Surnamed the peace ah’ e, brother 
and heir of Kdwy, succeeded to tl.e crown, 
being about sixteen years of agt*, aiul was 
crowned at Kingston, ami again at Bath, 
ill 973. He incieascd the royal u ivy to 
360 ships, nuiiiii allied the dominion of the 
narrow seas, nml reigr.ed in greater splen- 
dour than any of his j^redeces’sois ; he 
built Ramsey abbey, and forty-seven other 
monasteries ui d fferent parts of the king- 
dom, Abingdon abbey w'as built. 

960. He made severe laws to j unish 
corrupt magisirates, btit hi^ attaclinui.t 
to the monks ci iitrihnted to hi'* great 
fame. He was .'^u liberal to tl e monks, 
that (’roylami abbey, in Lincolnshire, fuui 
tre.isnre to the amount of 10,000/. Inside 
holy vessels and shrines. Soon af:cr he 
came to the crown he recalled Diiastan, 
whom he made archbishop of ('arilerbiny, 
and bishvipof Worcester; he also managed 
the vacant hi.shoprio of Lout! on, and the 
pope made him his legate, wiicii he again 
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endoavourctl (904) to c&tablUh the monks, 
who bestowed on him every encomium. 

909. Kd^ar Ordered the Isle of Thanet 
to l>e laid waste for contemning his laws. 
In tlie early part of his reign he took a iiun 
by fmee out of a convent, and after de- 
bauching her refused to restore her. 

970. lie married Klfrida, whose husband 
he murdered. 

973. He died in the thirty-second year 
of his age, and the seventeenth of hus reign, 
and was buried in the abbey of Glaston- 
bury. Among other laws, he enacte<l oiie 
to restrain excessive drinking, ordaining a 
size by pins in the cup, with j enalties to 
any one who should presume to drink 
deeper than the mark ; and imposed on the 
princes of Wiles a tribute of wolves' heads, 
that for three y^ars ainuunted to 300 each 
year, wliich extirpated them, and the tri- 
bute ceased, lie obliged eight tributary 
princes to row him in a barge on tin 
I)ie, in 9tl0. when he made a visit fr»nn 
Chestef to the ni. nastery of St. John 
Ii.ipti.-it. 

nnwAiin ii. the martyr. 

973. KiKvard, eldest son of Edgar, suc- 
ceeded his father, being but twelve years 
of age ; he was crowneil by Duustan at 
Kingston. In this reign the contro\ersies 
lietv.’eeii the regular and the secular cb-rgy 
ran high: the laity ti;ok part with the 
seculars, d:st os'es ed the monks, and 
brought iii the st-cnlar priests and their 
wives by force of arms. 

978. A national synod assembles at 
Cnlnc, and declares in favour of the le- 
gular clergy, who are restored to tlo ir pos- 
ses.sions ly the help of some pi >us frauds, 
in those days called nuracles. 

978. E<lward is murdered at Corf* C istle 
by his step-mot b.er Klfii ia, to make room 
for her son. Tliis j-ro.ee lord ii:tie more 
than the name of king for ..b</ut three 
years and a half. For h's innocence and 
»npjH;scd miracles, alter In', death, he ob- 
tained till* surname of Martyr. He was 
buried fir<>t at W'arham, and waid-« 

removed to Sli dle^ljury. To atop.t li-r 
his murder. EHrida founded two uunue.des, 
one at Ainbrtsbury, tl.e other at M'iiuiwed 
near .Andover, in which Iasi she shut her- 
self up to do penance tVie remainder of her 
days. 

KTiiEi.uEu ir. 

978. Kthelred, half brother to Kduanl, 
succeetle<i, and was trowued at Kingston, 


Figures in arithmetic first introduced in 
to Europe from Arabia. 

991. The Danes invaded the kingdom, 
but were restrained from further mischief 
by Kthelred paying them 10,000/. to de- 
IMirt ; notwithstamliiig they then departed, 
such a large sum tempted them to recom- 
mence hostilities, and they made frequent 
invasions in 993, 993, 996, 998, and 999, 
receiving at one payment about 30,000/., 
raised by a land-tax called Danegeid ; the 
Danes grew so imperious as to acipiire the 
title of Lord-Danes, which induced Kihel- 
re<l to order a general massacre of them 
on Nov. 13, 100*2, wliich began at Welwin 
in Hertfordshire. This act exasperated 
the Danes, and excited them to revenge 
their countrymen’s deaths ; for which pur- 
po-^e Sweyn landed on the coast of Devon 
in 1003, and on the coast of Norfolk the 
year following, when he destroyed the city 
of Norw ich and the town <‘f Thetford ; nor 
d:d lie quit the kingilom till Kthelred had 
paid him 36,000/., which he, the year fol- 
lowing, demanded as an anmiul tribute ; 
to enforce tlie payment of this demand 
he sent a fleet ; to oppose which, in 1007, 
Kthelred fitted out one much larger than 
any ever possessed by his predecessors ; 
but by the ili-sseusious of tlie I’ubility it 
was remleied useless, and the Dane.s pil- 
lageel^i-nt, and secureii their winter quar- 
ters in the Isle of Tlo-net. In the spring 
I of iUOS they snlulued great part e>f the 
I kingihni, pi'laging whenver they went. 

! Tile Kug.ish were so dispirited by revi-xses, 
j llr.it one Dane was considered equ.il t») ten 
I Eiig ishmen. To slop their prugres.s, it 
j vva.s agri i'd to pay tiieni 48, (•()(>/ to quit 
j the kingdom, in 1012. OxI'o.d w\::. Je- 
st roy»il by the Danes, aiul all stmiii a 
ce.is?dtbe;e t:.l 113.3. Tlie calainitieH of 
j this pel. oil w ggr ivatc-d bj a cituta-^ious 
di.>temper uu.c.i.g the cattle, by several 
years of sraicity, and a rlyscntery nu.st 
fatal to the human upecie.s. 

10l3. .Swvyn again eut»red the Humher, 
threatening ile.soiatuui to the whole king- 
j doin, 'which s i intimidated tl.e f. eble 
' l.tliehed, that he retiied to tbo Isle id* 
\^ ijhr, and sent his son-:, widi their ino- 
tior Kmina, into Normandy to her brother, 
and Sweyn t ok possession of the whole 
kingdom, of which he was proclaimed 
king. 

1 01 1. (binute, son of Sweyn, wa.s pro- 
(r'aiimd, and endeavoured by sexeru! acts 
of iiiunificeiic** to gain tl e utlectiooH of his 


April 14, hy the f. ujous Dunstaii, who English subjects, hut wr bout success, 
first administered a cwronatio:. lath. 1011. Etlielred 11. returned at the invi- 


98*2. The king’s palace, wiih great part tatiun of his subjects, and C’anute lelt 
of London, was destroyed by a ;^ri»ble live, Kngbtiid. Kthelred’s avarice and cruelty 
after whici. succeeded a great mortality. soon )>i>g.an to show IbemselveH, by his 
9:19. Duns»;in, archbishop of Canterbury .‘xacting large sums fiom his subjects, and 
died, but l>eroru his death hail greatly lost j two Danish lords were sacriticed lur their 
hii credit. ivstatvs. 
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Canute returned with a flee't of 200 sail, 
anil landed at Sandwich, which occasioned 
Kthelred to retire into the north ; but by 
avoiding a battle with the Danes he lost 
the afiectiuns of his subjects, and retiring 
to London he expired, after a troublesome 
Vei^n of thirty-five yearS| and was buried 
at St Paiirs, April 24, 1016. In this 
reij^ii it was first enacted that priests 
should nut marry ; it beiiii' the custom 
bi'ruru for them to take two or three wives. 
It was also enacted that none should be 
^ul(l out of the kingdom ; it beiu^ the 
practice of the Knglish to sell their chil- 
dren and kindred into Ireland for slaves, 
with as little coucerii us they did their 
cattle 

KDMUNl) II., 

lOlG. Surnarned Ironsiil^e, the third, but 
eldest son living, of Kthelred, was, upon 
the death of his father, recognized as king 
by the city of Luiidoii, and one part of the 
nation, while the other part acknowledged 
('anute for their king. Kilmtind was 
crowned at Kingston. Seveial battles 
were fought hetweeii Kdinund and Canute 
with various success ; at last tlicy iigieed ; 
to divide the kiiigdoiu between them ; and. 
reigning but seven months, Kdmimd was 
barbarously murd. red by Dukii Kdrick, 
and biuied at Glastonbury. V\hth him 
fell tlie glory of the Anglo-Saxons, • 

A general famine over Kurope. 

CAVI TE nil: DANK. 

1017. The first of the Danish kings, 
u])Oii the death of Edmund, was elected 
king of Kngland, crowned at Loudon, and 
Edmund's two suns, Edward and Edmund, 
were banished into Sweden, whence they 
Went into Hungary, where they resided 
many years. Canute married Emma, the 
widow of Etl elred, and settled the suc- 
cession on tlie issue of their marriage. 
All the great men swore fealty to him, and 
renounceil the issue of Edmund, lie di- 
vided England into four provinces, kept 
up a body of Danish troops, and exacted 
of the English in one year near 100,000/, 
tu subsist tiiem. 

1018. The city of Loudon paid 11,000/. 
]>er annum, land-tax, being one-seventh of 
the whole collected in the kingdom, that 
being 8,/,U00/. Canute despatched several 
opulent noblemen whose power he iheaded, 
and whose fidelity he suspected. 

1019. He goes over to Denmark, sub- 
dnes Norway, and is entitled king of Kng- 
laiicl, Denmark, and Norway. 

1020. Canute returned to England fiom 
Norway and redressed several abuses prac- 
tised ill his absence. He built Ashdown 
church on the sjuit where he had fought 
a great buttle with Edmund. Also a mo- 


nastery at Bury in Suffolk, and founded 
several chantries. ^ 

1021. He held an assembly of the 
Witenagemot, and banished several offend- 
ing noblemen. 

1022. Went to the Isle of Wight in 
order to exercise the sailors. 

1028. He entered on another war with 
Sweden, and set sail for Denmark, when 
he seized on the crown of Sweden, of which 
he remained in quiet possession. 

1029. Suppressed a dangerous con- 
spiracy by his nephew, whom he ba- 
nished. 

1030. Canute paid great resi>ect to the 
memory of St. Edmund the Martyr, and 
built a magnificent churc^ over his grave, 
since called Edmund's Bury in Suffolk, and 
greatly enlargeil^the inoTiastery. 

1031. Canute bestowed, among other 
benefactions, the jiort of Sandwich, with 
all its issues, to Christchurch, Canterbury. 
He enlarged the monastery of St. Edmund’s 
Bury, and augmented its revenues ; he 
founded a monastery of Benedictines in 
Norfolk, at Benetsholm, which he pro- 
fusely endowed, and gave a cross to Win- 
chester worth one years revenue of the 
kingdom. 

1033. \Vent on an expedition against 
the "Scots for refusing to do homage, which 
was compromised. Visited Rome, and * 
]»rocured for his subjects an exemption of 
t»aying toll as they passed through Italy. 
Acquired the surname of Great on account 
of his conquests. Returned from Rome, 
anil dedicated the church of bt. Etlmund 
in Suffolk. 

1034. Showed a contempt of flattei^y 
from his nobility on the sea noti>l>e}ing 
his commands, anrl never after would wear 
hi.> crown, but ordeieil it to be put on the 
head of a crucifix at Winchester. 

10,3G. A'or. 12. Died at Shaftesbury, 
and was buried at Winchester, having 
reigned about nineteen years. 


10.3G. Surnarned Harefoot, was pro- 
claimed king of Mercia by one party, and 
his brother Ilanlecanute, who was then in 
Denmark, was by his friends elected and 
proclaimed king of Wessex ; but his 
absence gave llaruld an opportunit)’' to 
have that part delivered up to him, and he 
was crowned at Oxford. Emma, who was 
disappointed of having her sons succeeil 
to the throne, formed a party in their 
tavour, and ])ersuaded Alfred and Eilward, 
sons of Kthelred, to come to England. 

1037. Alfied arrived with his mother 
Emma, w hom Karl Godwin treacherously 
murdered, with the greatest part of his 
attendants, at Guildford in Surrey; hut 
Edward escaped the snare, and went into 
C 
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Normandy. Kinmu was exilt‘(l, and at - 
tempted to lie destroyed by the order of 
Harold. 

1038. Hardecaniite formed a design on 
Kngland, and for his mother’s advice went 
to Bruges, where she resided. 

1039. A heavy tax imposed, which ren- 
dered Harold unpopular. He died at Ox- 
L»rd, May 18, and was buried at Win- 
chester, having no wife or child. 

HAUDECANOTE, 

1039. The third son of Canute, and 
king of Denmark, succeeded his brother 
Harold ; being invited by the Knglish to 
take possession of the throne. He arrived 
at Sandwich, Jlino 13, and was crowned 
at London. As' soon as his coronation 
was over, he ordered his brother Harold's 
body to be dug up, the head to be cut olli 
and the body to be thrown into the Thames. 
Harold’s body was afterwards burie*l by 
some hsherinen in St. Cleiiieitt’s church in 
the Strand, which coming to the know- 
ledge of Hardecanute, it was a second time 
dug up and thrown into the Thames, but 
being again found, was privately buried at 
Westminster. 

104U. A heavy tax imposed to defray 
the expense of the Danish fleet. 

• 1041. A second tax, amounting to! 
29,029/., ainl another of lliOd’S/., which’ 
(MTcasiunetl an insurrection in Worcester- 
shire, and the collectors were killed, for 
which that county [Xov. 12j was laid 
waste by the king’s command. 

Prince Kdward arrived in Kiigland, and 
was well received by Haidecanute, and 
charged Karl Godwin with the murder of 
his brother Alfred. The muiderer> of 
Prince Alfred convicted, but j>ri<cured 
their pardons by presents to the king. 
A gieat scarcity prevailing when Kdaard 

* was,, elected king, accomp.inied with a 
fnortulity among the cattle, c uned the 
ceremony of the coionatioii to b.* p«»st- 
{viined, when it was ^lerformcd with gieat 
solemnity at Winchester, where was 
I reoihed the brst coronation sermon. 

June 8. Hardecanute died bmldei ly at 
Lambeth, at the nuptial fca.st ‘A a Danish 
lord, which he honoured with his { ri?>cncts | 
having reigned hot two )rurs, and wa« 
buried at Winchester. His death si xered 
the connexion Ixtlween Miu cron ns of Kng- 
land and Denmark. 

KOWAUU THE ( iNKESsOU. 

By the accessioii of E<lw,ird, cubed ■ 
low Confessor, the i ice of Sax^n k-ngs j 
was restored : he wus the seveiith son id ' 
King Kthelred, and succeeded to the rrown 
hy the donation of Hardecanute, and the 
interest of Karl Godwin. 


1043. Kmma, the king’s mother, stripped 
of all lier possessions by order of her son, 
and is said to have undergone the trial of 
fiery ordeal on account of incontinency. 

1045. Sweyn, the son of Karl Godwin, 
who had been banished, committed great 
depredations on the Knglish coast, but 
soon after retired to Flanders. 

1048. Kustace, Kurl of Boulogne, who 
hud married the king’s sister, airived in 
Kngland, whence arose the disgrace of Karl 
Godwin. 

1049. Much corn and many farms in 
Derbyshire destroyed by the U'lhl-Jhe, or, 
as it is termed in tl;c chronicle of Mailros, 
the U'ood-Jtre. 

1051. William, Duke of Normandy, 
visited Kiluani, who showed him every 
mark of esteem, in grateful return fwr the 
favours he huiUreceived from him and t!>e 
lake his father, in Notmandy, during his 
residence there ; and at the same time 
Kdward is said to have given him a pro- 
mise that the crown of Kngland should 
descend to him. 

The tax of Danegelt, after being paid 
thiity-eight yeais, wa.s lemitted hy Kd- 
ward ; it formed a consiilerable [lart of the 
royal income. The clergy had been ex- 
nipt from this impost. This year was 
remarkable for a famine, and the preva- 
lence Jf a contagious disteinjer among 
men and cattle. 

1052. Godwin invaded Knglaud, landed 
at Koniiiey in Kent, retreated to Ptvensey 
in Sussex, a» d soon after retired to Flan- 
ders. Godwin returnetl soon after, aod 
landed in the Isle of W igbl and at I’ort- 
land ; at Inith places he hud tl.e country 
un.Jer contributions. Being joined by more 
ships, entered the Thames, and accommo- 
dated luatter'i. 

1053. Godwin d.ed at Windsor, or, ns 
others say, at W'incliester. Sitting at 
table with the king he suddenly expired ; 
the story i** tl at he was chukeil in j»ro- 
totiiig bis iniii cence of the murder of the 
king's brother. He was buried nt Win- 
chester, and the most powerful iiohleman 
of his time. 

1054. MacUth. King of Scotlaud. nnd 
the murderer of Duacaii, deposed i<y Mar- 
duff, aided hy Steward, Karl of Northum- 
berland, and Malcolm made king in hm 
stead. 

1055. Harold, son of Karl Godwin, in 
great favour with Kilward. 

1057. Prince Kdward, eldest son of 
Kdmuud Ironside, sent for out of Hun- 
gary hy his uncle King Kdward. The 
crown belonged to him by right of in- 
heritance, if his father Kdmuud Ironnide 
was legitiimite: hut Matthew Paris says, 
that King F.thcdred had Edmund lrons.de 
by a ciUtCubme. « 
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1058. This year the hint; first took on 
him to cure the evil by the touch. 

Leolric, the greet l3uke ol' Mercia, died, 
and was buried in Coventry monastery) 
•which his lady had built. Coventry was 
relieved from some heavy taxes by his lady 
Codiva, llis son Ali'gar succeeded him in 
bis honours, and, dying the year following, 
WHS burieil near his father. 

1060. Waltham Cross bu.lt. Lincoln 
Cathedral built. 

1062. The Confessor designed Edward 
for his successor, but he die<l soon aiter his 
arrival, in the twenty-fourth year of his 
reign, leaving one son, nained Edgar Kthe- 
ling, and two daughters, Margaret and 
Christian. Harold’s hopes, revived by the 
death of Prince Edward, aspired to the 
crown, and went to demand the hostages 
given the king by Godwin his fatiier, hut 
was referred to the Duke of Normandy, to 
whom he went, and, while there, was con- 
strained to promise William every assist- 
ance to his ascending the throne. 

1063. The Wedsb, headed by their 
prince, Griffith, pursued into their fast- 
nesses by the indefatigable Ka 1 Harold ; 
compelled to sue for peace, and every 
Welshman found in arms to the east of 
Odii’s Dike condemned to lose his right 
hand. 

1064. Exeter Cathedral, as it now is, 
began to be built. 

1065. St. F ter's Church, Westminster, 
rebuilt by Edward, and the dedication per- 
formed, on Dec. 28, to Sf. Peter, and the 
chaitcr of privileges granted to it is said 
to be the first that had a great seal of 
England. This falnic was aflerwards de- 
molished by Henry 111-, and the present 
one erectetl. 

A general isseinb’y of the nation con- 
voked. Eflward caused the Saxon laws 
and customs to be writ'eii in Latin, and 
collected them into a body, which, from 
thence, were called the laws of Edward 
the Confe>8or, and cavised the original 
Doomsday Book to be made. Having 
been educated in Normandy, he i>refcrred 
the Normans to the highest pests in 
church and state, introducing the French 
language and customs. He was born at 
Islip in Oxfordshire, and reigned twenty- 
three years; dying on the 5th of January, 
1066, and was buried at Westminster. 

Surnames are not supposed to have lieen 
in use till the reign of this prince. 

HAROLD 11. 

106G. Second son of Ootlwin, Earl of 
Kent, a powerful and popular nobleman, 
by the assistance of the clergy, his friends, 
seized the crown, and was crowned at 
Oxford. His pretensions were, that the 
ConfesBUY had appointed him his sue- 


cessor j though history informs us that the 
Confessor appointed William Duke of Nor- 
mandy his successor, and that to this set- 
tlement Harold himself, and the rest of 
the nubility, were sworn. 

1066. Sept. 25. An invasion of England 
in different pans; by Tosti, the exiled 
Earl of Northumberland, and Harold’s 
brother in the southern parts, and by Har- 
drada, of Norway, in Yorksliire. Harold 
met them near Stamfurd-bridge on the 
Derwent, where he was completely victori- 
ous. This was one of the bloodiest batth-s 
on record. Tosti and Hardrada, and every 
celebrated Norwegian chief, fell in the 
battle, ami at the distuig;e of fifty years 
file s])ut was still wintered with the bones 
of the slain. • 

Four days after this great victory, Wil- 
liam of Normandy landed on the Sussex 
coast ; Harold was seated at a ro^'al ban- 
rpiet at York, surrounded by his thanes 
when news was brought of the arrival of 
the formidable competitor for the crown. 
In the great battle of Hastings, which 
followed, Harold was slain. He was fir^t 
buried on the beach, but subsequently his 
remains were deposited in the church of 
Waltham, which he had founded. 

This year there was a great comet. 

POPULATION — SLAVKS SUPKIISTITION. 

The population of England, at the close 
of the Anglo-Saxon jKTiod, has been esti- 
mated at 1,800,000. 

In fhiity-fo’ir counties the burgesses 
atirl citizens arc made to amount to 17,10.>, 
villains to 102,704, burdars to r4.«S‘>3, 
Cottars to 5947, serfs or thralls to 26,552 ; 
the remaining population consiaited of fiee- 
nion, ccdcKiustics, knights, thanes, and 
landowners. Two thiais of the entire^ 
population subsisted in ditl'ereut degrees 
of servitude, though the persons strictly 
slaves were hot above one out of evfiy 
seven of the higher laborious claNScs of 
villains, bordars, and cottars. 

The price of a slave was ijuadrujde that 
of uii ox. Slaves and cattle formed the 
living inom»y. They passed current in the 
payment of debts, and in the purchase of 
cutnmoilines at a value fixed by law, and 
supphetl the deficiency of coin. The ma- 
numission of a slave to he h gal had to he 
performed in public, in the market, in the 
hundred court, or in the church at the foot 
of the principal altar. The h>rd, taking the 
hand of the slave, dfered it to the bailifi^ 
sheriff, or clergyman, gave him a sword 
and a lance, and told him the ways were 
open, and that he was ut libe.rty to go 
wheresoever he pK used. 

We have no data for estimaling the 
average duration of life. Out-dour recrea« 
C 2 
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tiuns uml employments must have been 
favourable to longevity, but these were 
doubtless in part counter acted by the in- 
temperate and disorderly lives of the Sax- 
ons. Some of the monks attained a great 
age* When the famous Turketul became 
abbot of Croylaud, he found hve very aged 
monks there. Two died in whose 
united ages were 310 years. A third, 
Father Surgar, died the year after at the 
age of 115. The two others died about 
the same time, and about the same age as 
Surgar. 

The liquors provided for a royal banquet 
in the reign of Kdwurd the Confessor were 
wine, mead, ale, pigment, inorat, and cider. 
As little, or an)^ wme was made in Kng- 
luiid at this periiltl, the greatest part of 
what was consumed must have been im- 
ported. Ale was the favourite drink of 
the Anglo-Saxons and Danes, us it had 
been of their German ancestors. Pigment 
was a sweet liquor, and inorat was made of 
honey diluted with the juice of mulberries. 

In the early part of the eleventh century 
the roads between Kuglaud and Rome were 
so crowded with pilgrims, that the very 
tolls they paid were objects of importance . 
to the princes through wlu se territories | 
they passed, and few Kngli>hmen imagined 
•they could get to heaven without paying 
the compament of a pilgrimage to St. Petei 
who kept the keys. The po^s.* and Roman 
clergy carried on a lucrative tratlic in relics, 
of which they had ine\hat;stilile stores. | 
Kings, nobles, and | rohites purchased 
pieces of the cross, t*r wJiole legs ami arms 
of the apostles; while others were obliged 
to lie contented with the toes and fingers 
of inferior saints. Agelnoth, archln>hop 
of Canterbury, when lie w.rs at Rome in 
1021, purchased from the pvipe an arm of 
Sr, Aiigiisrin for six tiiwusand pk.unds 
•weight of silver, and sixty pounds weight 
of gold — a prodigious sum; evincing alike 
the uncouscionable knavery of the seders, 
and fatuity of tlie buyer. .\t the di ath of 
Kflward the ('onl'essor more than one- 
ihird of all the lauds in Kngland were in 
the jjossession of tfu? clergv, exempted 
from all taxes, and tor the most part even 
from military services. ilist, 

iii. 297.) These circumstances account 
fur the slow progress of tl.e |)eople to the 
period of the Kefonnatii ; like Spain and 
Portugal, they were exhaosted and para- 
lysed by a degra/ling st >e{stitio*<. i'hey 
Msu account for tlie eas with whi‘ h they 
became a prey to the Danish rovirs, mid 
afterwards to their more relentless i .aster» 
the Normans. 

’ AUTS AND TUAliXS. 

The 0 )>«ratives of the Anglo-Sixons 
were mggtiy in a servile state. The clergy 


and the great had domestic servants, who 
were quuUtied to supply ihem wiih those 
articles of trade and manufacture which 
were in coininoa use. iieiice in monas- 
teries we hiid smiths, carpenters, millers, 
illuminators, architects, agriculturists, and 
fishermen. Smiths and carpenters were 
the most numerous and important, us 
miuiikteiing to the chief secular purttuiis of 
the time, — war and agricidture. 

Thu shueniaker was a comprehensive 
trade ; uniting branches that now form 
distinct businesses, as api»ears from the 
following list of articles he fabricated 
ankle leathers, shoes, leather hose, buttles, 
bridle thongs, trappings, tlasks, boiling 
vessels, leatiier neck-pieces, halters, wal- 
lets, and pouches. 

The Siilter, baker, cook, and fisherman 
were common occupations. 

iiesides the persons who made tho:»e 
trades their business, .some of tlie clergy 
sought to excel in mechanical arts. Thus, 
a monk is descrtl»ed as well skilled in 
smith-craft. Dutistau. besides being cuin- 
peti lit to draw and paint the patterns fur a 
lady's robe, was also a smith, and wutked 
on all the metals. Among other l.iliuiiis 
of his industry he made two great Udls for 
the church at .Vbiugdun. His friend Kthel- 
wuld, tht bishop, made two other btdls for 
the same place of a sinallcr size ; and a 
wheel fud of small btdU, much gilt, to be 
turned round for its music ou feast days. 
One of our kings made a monk, who was 
a skilful goldsmith, an abbot, it was even 
[ enacted by law that the clergy sbuiild 
pursue these occupations, for Kdgar says. 

We command tliat every priest, to in 
crease knowledge, diligently learn some 
handicraft." — Turner’s Hist. Anglo-Sax- 
ons. 

The invention of the music.il scale or 
gain it, in IVJJ, by an Italian mouk, 
tended to difiuse a t.istc for music, i'burch 
music gri.atly im\ roved in cousequence, 
ami its mveiitor, Itiiido Antiiie, was sent 
for tbrice to Rome to explain and teach it 
to the clergy of that city. 

Ill tile seventh century Benedict, the 
abbot of Weremouth, procured men from 
France, who not only glazeii the windows 
of his church and monastery, hut taught 
the .\nglo-S ixous the art of making gl.iss 
fur windows, lamps, drinking vessels, and 
for uth‘ r Uses. 

The arts of c«*hjiiring and painting glass 
were known. Thu figures ui* Aifie<l and 
of ins grandson .Vtiielstan, iii the window 
of the hbr«iry of All Souls, Oxford, were 
probably painted not long after the age in 
which these princes flourisfied. 

Ficturc painting was ^oriiinon for the 
entUdiisbment of churches. A picture of 
Christ, drawn by St. Duiistan, with h»f 
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own picture prostrate at its feet, and seve- 
ral inscriptions in his own hand-writin|r, 
are still preserved in the Hudleian Lihtary. 

The art of dyeing scarlet by the help 
of an insect was discovered about 1000. 
•Weavinj^ and emhroi»lery were practised. 
K<lwarci the Klder had his daughters 
taught to exercise their needle and distatf*. 
Indeed, spinninii; was the common occu- 
pation of the An^lo-Saxoii ladies. Alfred, 
in his will, calls the female part of his 
family the “ spindle-siile.” So, too, Eg- 
bert, when entailing his estates on his 
mule descendants to the exclusion of fe- 
males, says, “ To the spear side, and not 
to the spindle-side.'’ Of the skill and 
industry of the ancient spinsters we have 
an extraordinary instance in the tapestry 
which is still preserved in the cathedral of 
llayeux. This curious relic of antiquiiy 
is a Vast linen web 2L4 feet long, and two 
broad, on which is embroidered the history 
of the ('oiKpiest. It is supposed to have 
been executerl by English women under 
the direction of Matiala, wi!'e of Wil- 
liam 1. Many of the figures are without 
stockings, though none arc wiihout shoes, 
which makes it probable that shoes were 
more generally ust-d than stockings in this 
jK'riod. The common people, for the most 
part, hud no stockings, nor any other co> 
vering on their legs, and even tne clergy 
celebrated mass with tlieir legs bare, till a 
law was made against the practice in the 
ciiuncil of (’ll ilchuythe in 78 >. Wooden 
shoes, which are now t*.steeined the marks 
of the greatest indigence and mi.serv', were 
worn by the grrutest juiiices of Europe in 
the ninth and tenth centuries. 

From the cu'tom of kings making pre- 
sents of rich garments, vases, bracelets, 
and lings to their Witans and courtiers, 
and of great lords doing the same to their 
knights, the trades for making tl ese must 
have had much enujloyment. One of the 
Saxon trades seems to have been the tavern 
or puhlic-house ; for a priest is forbidden 
to diinkat the “ wine tuns ’’ An ale-house 
and ale-shop are also mentioned in the 
laws. 

The Anglo-Saxons, who were iinac- 
(piaiiited with the building aits, destroyed 
the magnificent structures left by the Ko- 
man.s. Nor did they much improve hi the 
knowledge of archiiecturc for two centuries 
after their arrival. During that period 
luuNOiiry was i|uite unknown and unprac- 
tised in ihis island; the walls of chuiche.s 
and even of cathedrals were built of wood. 
Towards the end of the seventh century 


masonry was restored, and some other arts 
connected with it introduced by two eccle- 
siastics who had visited Umne. These 
were the famous Wilfred, Bishop of York, 
and Benedict Biscop, founder of tlu» abb» y 
of Weiemoutb. Wilfred was a great ar- 
cbiiect, and erected several structures at 
York, Ri|M)n, Hexham, which were the ad- 
miration of his age. Those singulir struc- 
tures, called round towers, of which speci- 
mens are still to be soeii at Aidmore in 
Ireland, and Abeniethy in Scotland, are 
8uj)po.ved to have been erected in the tenth 
century. 

l.EARNBD MEN. 

Bede, usually entitled tljp ventrahU Bede, 
was burn at Sunderland^ and find at Jar- 
row, a convent the right hank of the 
T 3 ne, in 733, aged sixtv-three. His 
writings w'ere numerous, but his most 
popular work is the ‘ Ecclesiastical History 
of the English/ written m Latin, and first 
translated by King Alfred. It has been 
mentioned to the cred t of this eminent 
monk, that he records many miracles per- 
formed by others, hut nut a single one by 
himself. 

Alcuin was a native of Yorkshire, and 
contemporary of Bede. His reputation as 
a polemic procured him an invitation from 
the Emperor Charlemagne, under whose 
auspices he wrote seven volumes of coii- 
tri'versial divinity, levelled principally 
against the heretic.il ojiiiions of Felix, 
Bi.sho]) of Urgel. He is also the author 
of poems, and elementary treatises ou the 
H’iencis. Most of his writings are yet 
extant, and are distinguished for liveliness 
and elegance. 

Asscr is celebrated as the instructor, 
companion, and biogr.iplu'r of Alfred. He 
is said to have assisted this prince in 
founding the vmiversiiy of Oxford, nn<l to 
have been professor of grammar there. 
He survived Alfred, and is mentioned in 
his will as Bishop of Sherboine. His 
death took place m DOy. 

Giliias, a British ecclesiastic and his- 
torian of the sixth century. He was the 
son of a Welsh prince, and supposed to 
have been educated at the famous monas- 
tery of Bangor. The chronicle of the 
Kings of Britain, called ‘ Brut TNsilio,* 
and a satire against tho Saxon invaders, 
have been ascribed to him. 

Alfred the (treat, St. Dunstnn, Johannes 
Scotiis, and Elfric the grammaiian, may 
he n ekoued among the learned men of the 
Anglo-SaMUi era. 
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WILLIAM I. A.D. 1066 1087. 

The Conquest is remarkable by not only having altered the order of suc- 
cession, but effected important changes in the laws and institutions of the 
kingdom. Harold, theTeigning sovereign, liad been chosen king in pre- 
ference to Edgar Etheliug, a feeble-minded prince, but the rightful heir in 
the Saxon line. William of Normandy claimed the crown as a gift from 
Ed^’ard the Confessor, and considered his rival an usurper. Whether a 
grant of the crown was ever made by Edward has been disputed with great 
plausibility ; at all events, the title of Harold, resting on the choice of the 
nobility and clergy, seems to have been derived from as legitimate a source 
as that of the Norman, and ecpially valid with the title of many of his 
predecessors : for under the Saxons the succession to the crown was not 
hereditary ; it ^as sometimes conferred by the suffrages of the Witan, some- 
times it was a tcstameiUary grant from the preceding King, and not unfre- 
quently the prize of successful intrigue, or superior personal endow Tiients. 

Although the great battle of Hastings terminated in the death of Harold, 
it was far from effecting the prompt submission of the kingdom ; and the 
successive risings of the people, and the severities to which the Normans 
resorted, show how slowly, and with what difficulty their authority was 
established. The natural fierceness of the Concpicror seems to have been 
heightened by the stand made against foreign aggression, and the institu- 
tion of the curfew, and tlic ravages to which he subjected the northern 
counties, suffieiently attest that there was no c.\trcmc of despotism which 
the vehement and politic mind of William qould devise that he did not 
employ to perfect the entire subjugation of the country. Speaking of the 
king’s irruption into the north, William of Malmesbury, wlio lived sixty 
years after, says that “ from Yoik to Durham not an inhabited village 
remained. Fire, slaughter, and desolation made it a vast wilderness, 
which it continues to this day ! ” The consctpicnces of this military 
execution seem to have been as frightful as those which tracked the retreat 
of Napoleon from Moscow'. 

Except the former coiupiest of England by the Saxons, who, from 
peculiar circumstances, proceeded to exterminate the natives, it would he 
dillicult to find in history a revolution more destructive, or attended with 
!i more complete subjection of the ancient inhabitantg. Contumely was 
added to oppression ; and the unfortunate natives were universally reduced 
to such a state of meanness and piverty, that for ages the English name 
became a term of reproach ; and several generations elapsed before one 
sfhglc family of Saxon pedigree was raised to any considerable honours, or 
could so much as attain the rank of baron of the realm. An attempt was 
even made to abolish the English language ; and for that purpose William 
ordered that in all schesds tiiroughout the kingdom the youth should be 
instructed in the French tongue; a practice continued from custom till 
the reign of Edward 111., and which has never indeed been totally dis- 
continued. 7'he ph I dings in the supreme courts of judicature were in 
French; the deeds wtic oi:vn drawn in the same language; the laws 
were composed in that idi<j: * ; no other longue was uswl at court ; it 
became the language (if all faj-hiohablc society ; and the English llu in- 
selvcs, ashamed of iheir own country, affected to excel in ibis foreign 
dialect. « 

Nothing more strikingly evinces the entire humiliation of the pco/>lc, 
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and the subversion of the free institutions introduced by the Saxons for 
the protection of civil rights, than the formation of the New Forest in 
violation of every principle of justice and humanity. The Normans, as 
well as ancient Saxons, were passionately fond of the chase, Und none 
•more so than the Conqueror. Not content with those larg(?' forests whicli ‘ 
former kings possessed in all parts of England, he resolved to make a new 
forest near Winchester, the usual place of his residence. For that purpose 
he laid waste the country for an extent of thirty .miles, lexpelled the inha- 
bitants from their houses, seized their property, demolished thirty-six 
churches, besides convents, and made the sufferers no compensation for 
the injury. At the same time he enacted new^ laws, by which he pro- 
hibited all his subjects from hunting in any of his forests, and ordained 
the most dreadful penalties for their violation. The killing of a deer or 
boar, or even a hare, w^as punished with the loss of the dcli^^quent’s eyes ; 
and that, too, at a time wdien the killing of a man could lie atoned for by 
paying a moderate fine or composition. * 

The revenues of the Conqueror were very great. He held as crown 
lands 1422 manors, besides abundance of farms and lands in Middlesex, 
Shropshire, and Rutlandshire. IJis fixed annual income, exclusive of 
fines, escheats, reliefs, and other casual ])rofits, was computed at 400,000/. ; 
a sum which will appear incredible, if the circumstances of the times are 
considered. A ]) 0 imd in that age contained three times the weight of 
silver that it does now, and tlie same weight of silver would purchase near 
ten times more of the necessaries of life. The revenue, therefore, of \\ il- 
liaiu would be equal, at least, to nine or ten millions at present; and as 
he had neither fleet nor arn^y to support, (the former being only an occa- 
sional expense, and the latter being maintained, without any charge to 
him, by his military vassals,) we must thence conclude, that no emperor 
or prince, in any age or nation, can be compared to the Conqueror for 
riches and income. 

Two legal revolutions occurred, or were coinplcied, in this reign, which 
require to he noticed ; namely, the separation of the ecclesiastical from 
the civil jiulicaturc, and the introduction or completion of the feudal 
sysiciu, William divided all the lands, with very few' exceptions besides 
the royal demesnes, into baronies; these baronies were again let out to 
knights or vassals, who paiil the lord the same submission in peace or war 
which he himself paid to his sovereign. The whole kingdom contained 
about 700 chief tenants, and 60,215 knigbts’-fecs ; none of the natives 
were admitted into the first rank, but were glad to be received into the 
second, and thus he the dependants of some powerful Norman. 

The condition of the body of the people was not afl'crted !)y the changes 
made in the relations of the territorial proprietary. Along with the estates 
were transferred to the Normans the serfs, who cultivated them, and there 
is reason to believe that their :«umber was increased rather than diminished 
by tlie Conquest. Mauy of the English, who had formerly been free, 
having been taken prisoners at the battle of Hastings, or in some of the 
subsequent revolts, were reduced to slavery, and thought themselves happy 
if they preserved their lives, though they lost their freedom. 

It only remains to remark tliat there was now uniformity of religion in 
the island. Paganism had been virtually cxtir]>atcd, and the Nt)rmans, 
English, and all the other nations of Britain had long before this jKriod 
embraced Christianity. 
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KVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1066. Wiiliani. natural son of Robort 
Duke of Normandy, by ii tanner's daugh- 
ter, claims the crown of England. 

. Sepi, 28. Lands at PevtMisey in Sussex, 
with a fine army, to make good his pre- 
tensions. 

Oct. 14. Decisive battle of Hastings, in 
which King Harold is slain. The exact 
site of this great conflict was Sen lac, an 
eminence nine miles from Hastings, open 
to the south, and covered behind by a 
wood. 

Dec, 2o. 'William, in the midst of a 
great tumult, is^*rowned at Westminster. 

Better to secure^ the obedience of the 
Londoners, he grants them a charter of 
privileges; it is in Saxon, and runs thus; 
— “ William the king salutes William the 
bishop and Godfrey the portreve, and all 
tlie burgesses viithiii London, both French 
and English. Ainl 1 declare that I grant 
you to be a 1 law-worthy as you were in 
the days of King E«lward ; an<l I grant 
that every child shall be his father's heir 
after hU father’s days; and 1 will not 
fcoffer any person to rlo you wrong. God 
keep yon.*’ 

1067. William erects Battle Abbey to 
commemorate his great victor)* over Harold, 
and exempts it from episcopal jnri'dicti«ni. 
Forts erected in London, Norwich, Win- 
chester, Hereford, Hastings, and Dover, 
and garrisoned with Normans to keep pos- 
session of (he kingdom. 

Sept. 20. The English disarmed, ami 
their militia broken ; the care of the king- j 
doin committed by the king to his uterine ‘ 
brother Olo, Bishop of Bayeux, and Fitz- 
oslierii, Karl of Hereford ; he returns to 
Normandy, and meanwhile the people are j 
m)presse<l by his lieutenants, which occa> i 
nonH several iiisurrectiuns. Eustace of 
Boulogne lands at Dover, i*t the invitation 
of the English, in November, to reilress 
their grievances ; he is defeated, uiiil other 
attempts at revolt ]>ri)ve abortive. 

Dec. 6. W'illiam returns to England and 
prevents a revolt, 

1068. Aj*r\l 3. Re-establishes the lax of 
Daiiegelt, which occasioned an opposition 
at Exeter, where the mother of the i ite 
King Harold lived ; he besieges the city 
in person, and forces it to capitulate ; he 
built a strong citadel tliere, and garrisuiiH 
it with troops. In Exeter fiie king passed 
his Easter, and the r^ueeii repairing thither 
was crowntii the Whitsuntide toUowing. 
Castles erected this year at Nottii gham, 
York, Lincoln, Huntingdon, Catubridge. 
and Durham. Hie )ieople com^ielled to 
deliver up tiieir arms, and ut tiie ringing 


of the curfew hell at eight every evening 
obliged to put out their fire and lights. 

1069. The lands of England distributed* 
among the Nurinans ; insunectioiis occa- 
sioned thereby, espicially in the north, 
and 7000 of the king's forces slain. As a 
place of greater safety, queen Matilda re- 
tires to Normandy. The Scots, in favour 
of Edgar Ktheling, atlvance as fur as York, 
where they slew 3000 Normans, but were 
defeated by the king, who laid waste the 
country north of the Humber: so great 
was the desolation, that the tow’ns were un- 
inhabited, and the lands uncultivated U»t 
nine years, which occasioned a sew re 
famine in that part of the kingdom. 

Sepi. 7. The Danes land at Dover and 
Sandwich, hut are repulsed ; re-laml in 
Suffolk and commit great lavages, hut are 
defeated. They next proceeded to the 
Humber, where they were joined by the 
Si^^ots. 

Srpt. 18. The Norman gariison burns 
the city of York. 

Dec. 2.>. William keeps his C’hristmas 
at York, and in the same year was again 
crowned at Winche-ter. 

1070. 'Jhe king quarters his troops upon 
religious houses, compelling the monks to 
find them necessaries. He compels the 
1 ishops and abbots, possessed of barouivs, 
to exchange their tenure, and in lieu of se- 
cular seivitude, to hold them by knights 
service or military ti-nure. The abbey of 
St. .Alban’s desjsiiled of its riches by the 
king. The English made another attempt, 
under Edgar E»heling, to regain their li- 
berties. ujion wlrch the king negotiattd, 
and swore to observe the laws of the ( un- 
fes.vor ; but they wert* no sooner disjier^ed, 
than tluMr persons and estates w*ete seized. 
Edgar fled into Scotland. 

1071. Another attempt at insurrection 
by liiieward, Morcar and others in the 
isle of Ely. llerewar 1, after a skilful and 
pertinacious resistance, submits to William. 
lie was the last Englishman who made a 
stand for the indepeiidenre of his country. 

1072. The king marches against Sc«it- 
land. iMalcoIni submits, consenting to take 
the oath (*f fealty and do homage : of- 
fe:.'lers on Udh sides are pnr«‘oned. The 
juriadictiuu of the urchbinhop ui (Canterbury 
ove» the nrcbbishup of Volk coiifiriiud at 
a national .vynod. 

1073. William cmbaiks for Normandy 
with a great army, to recover some loans 
which the French king had surpilsed. 
Ivlgar EiheUug repairs to the king in 
Norniundy voluntarily, and makes his 
submission, whereiijKin he is received into 
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favour, and ulbwed a pound of silver a day. 
WilUam refuses to take an oath of fealty 
to the pope fur the crown of Kni^land. 

1075. Some Norman lords dissatisfied 
w.ith the rewards they have received, and 
offended with the haujrhty carriage of Wil- 
liam, raise a rebellion in his absence ; 
being defeated, Waltbeof, who was privy 
to, but not participant in, the insurrection, 
was beheaded the following \ear. He was 
the first English nobleman so put to death, 
and the only one executed in this reign, 
(treat cruelties exereiseil toward the Eng- 
lish; the hands and feet of some cut off*, 
and the eyes of many others burnt out. 
From this time the English enjoyed scarce 
any lands or honours, but what they held 
of tlie Norman lords upon their own terms. 

Hy the eighth canon of a council held at 
London, it is decreed, “that the bones of 
dead animals shall not be hungup to drive 
away the pestilence from cattle; and that 
sorcery, soothsaying, divination, and such 
w«>rk8 of the devil ^ball not be practised.** 
The same council regulated episcopal pre- 
cedency, by ordaining tliat every prelate 
sl euld rank accoiding to prioriiy of con- 
secration, except those who by ancient 
cu>tom hiul particubir privileges annexed 
to their dioceses. 

1076. A great earthquake in Knj|(and, 
and a frost from the beginii.ng of Novem- 
ber to April following. 

William visits his Norman dominions, 
and returns the following year. 

1(1/7. The king's sou Kobert rebels 
in Normandy, wounds and defeats his fa- 
ther, and brings him to terms. A great 
lire in Lourlon. 

1((7H. William laid the foundation of 
the Tower i»f London. 

1070. The Scots harass the north of 
England, which occasioned William’s buihl* 
ing Newcastle. 

1080. W'ulcher, bishop of Durham, sus- 
pected of conniving at the luunler of 
Liulph, an English nobleman, is burnt by 
the populace in a church. A general sur- 
vey of England, calleil Domesday llouk, in 
imitation of the roll of Winton, made by 
order of king Alfie<l. 

1081. Incursions are made by the Welsh, 
but are soon suppressed. 

i08'J. Odo, bishop of Dayeux, and bro- 
ther of the king, aspires to the papacy : he 
is arrested by William himself, and was kept 
close prisoner till the ^Icath of the king. 

108 4. William levies a tux of six shil- 
lings upon every hide of land, w'hich was 
three times as much as it used to be. 

1085. New Forest, in Iluinpsbire, dis- 
peopled. The king visits Normandy. 
Queea Matilda dies, 

England threatened with an invasion 
4fom J), ninark. VVilliain returns, and the 


Danish invasion dropped. William kept his 
Christmas at (iloucester. 

1086. In his last ex^iedition against the 
French king, William burnt the city of 
Mantes. Knights his son Henry, to whom 
he obliges his nobles to take a fresh oath of 
fidelity. The summer of this year was re- 
markably wet and tempestuous; it occa- 
sioued a total failure of the harvest, and 
in the winter a fatal disease attacked one- 
half of the inhabitants. 

10«7. In the last year of AVilliam’s 
reign, almost all the chief cities of England 
were burnt, and the greatest part of Lon- 
don, with tb.e cathedral of St. Paul. 

9. The kirig dies in the sixty-first 
year of his age, and the twen4) -first of his 
reign, at Henneiitrudc, village near 
Uouen, and was btried at Caen in Nor. 
niandy, in a monastery of which he was 
the foundiT ; but a delay was occasioned by 
the proprietor of the land, who demanded 
payment for it before he would sufier the 
corpse to be interred. 


MlSCKI.I.iNllCS. 

The Normans brought in a new way of 
creating knights, and the use of seals and 
witnesses in deeds and instnunents. Before 
that time, or at least before the reign of 
Edward the Confessor, the parties only set 
down their names, with a cross before them. 

Trial by battle was introduced. 

Shrewsbury monaster}* and Norwich ca- 
thedral built. 

William biought the Jews from Rouen 
to inhabit Knglan<l. 

It may be iloidited whether the custom 
of covering up fires about sunset in sum- 
HUT, and about eight o'clock in winter, 
was introiluced by Wiiliani as a mark of 
the subjection of the English. Tlie cus- 
tom prevailed in Frafre, Spain, Italy and 
Scotland, and was intended as a precaution 
against fires, which wi re then veiy frequent 
and fatal, when so many bouses weie built 
of wood. 

A library was esteemed so essential to a 
monastery, that it l)ecame a proverb, — A 
convent without a library is like a castle 
without an armory.’' Twenty-live years 
after the conquest the library of CroyUnd 
Abbey consisted of 900 volumes, of which 
300 Wire very large. 

The Domesday, or Book of Judgment, 
which was comoiled in this reign, and de- 
posited in the Eveherpier, is still preserved. 
It is in two volumes. Thefirst is a large 
folio of vellum, in 38*2 double pages, writ- 
ten in a sHiail character, and contains 
thirty-one counties, beginning with Kent 
and ending with Lincolnshire. Tbe other 
IS a tjiiaito volume of 450 double pages in 
:i large character, but com. i ins only tho 
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counties of Essex, Norfolk and Sussex. 
There is no description of the four northern 
counties, and the monks evaded making 
accurate returns of the abbey lands. The 
object of the survey was, doubtless, fiscal, 
and intended to preserve the rights of the 
crown, which the Norman lords, though 
they tyriinnized over the natives, were 
prompt enough to encroach upon. It was 
conducted by commissioners consisting of 
earls and bishops, who summoned juries in 
every hundred, out of all orders of persons, 
from the baron down to the lowest farmer. 
Their inquiries were directed to the extent 
of each estate, its division into arable land, 
meadow, pasture and wood ; the names of 
the owners, tenants, and sulitenants, the 
number of inhiijjitants. and their condition, 
whether free or servile f the vabie i f the 
whole, whether the owner was in debt, and 
the amount of land-tax paid before and 
since the conquest. The returns ivere 
transmitted to a lH>ard sitting at Winches- 
ter, by whom they were digested and ar- 
ranged. In 17t>r, in consequence of an ad- 


dress of the House of Lords, directions 
were given for the publication, among 
other records, of the Domesday survey. 
It was not, however, till 1770 that the 
work was actually commenced. It was 
completed in 1783, having been ten ye^irs 
in passing through the press. — Cooper, On 
the liecords. ‘2l>7. 

king's issue. 

1. Robert, his eldest son, to whom ho 
gave the dukedom of Normandy ; 2. Wil- 
liam, surnatned the Miser, who died 1 128 : 
.3. Richard, who was killed in the New Fo- 
rest; 4. V\ illiam Rufus, to whom he gave the 
kingdom of England ; 5. Henry, who suc- 
ceeded William on the throne of England ; 
6. C’icely, his eldest daughter, who died a 
nun ; 7. Constance, married to Alan earl of 
Britta-.y ; 8. Alice, contracted to king Ha- 
rold, but died unmarried; U. Adda, mairitd 
to Stephen earl of Bluis. by whom she had 
Stephen king of England; U>. Agatha, 
who died unmarried, though betrothed to 
the king of Galiicia. 


WILLIAM II. A. D. 10S7 to 1100. 

The delinquent cliaraclcr of this prince leaves little room for eulogy. In 
his government he was violent and arbitrary, and as jirodigal in llic expen- 
diture as rapacious in the exaction of his revenue. W ithout conscience, 
honour, or faith, he was neither religious, cimste, nor tcmjieratci and is 
accused of denying a Providence. The clergy, however, who were the only 
historians, are supposed to have painted William Rufus blacker than he 
really was, in revenge for his enmity towanis them. II is courage was un- 
doubted, and he was exempt from superstition in an age rcnmrkahlc for its 
blind devotion to the pricsth(X)d. 

The great event x)f the reign was the crusades. Actuated by a generous 
but mistaken zeal, nil Europe united ns one man to re sem*, the holy sepul- 
chre from Infidel^profanatiun. England was less infected with the frenzy 
than any European country, which is ascribed to llic character of the king, 
who made the romantic chivalry of the East a theme for jicrpclual raillery. 

While the influence of the clergy Wi»s unbounded in urging the great 
movement of the crusade, they appear to have been wholly powerless in 
a matter of much smaller import. It wa.H the fasliion in this age, both 
among men and women, lliioughout Europe, to give an enormous length 
to tlie shoes, to draw the toe to a shaM# point, and to fix to it a bird’s hill, 
or some such ornament, tur ed upwards, and which w as often sustained by 
gold or silver chains tied to th? knee. The ecclesiastics took exception to 
the long toe, whicli they saxl was an 'Attempt to parody the Scripture, where 
it is ailirmcd that no man can add u cubit to his stature ; and they declaimed 
against it with great vehemence, and assembled councils and synods, wlio 
actually condemned tlie long toe as a profane device to bring tbejword of 
God into disrepute. Rut such arc the strange eonlradiclions of human 
nature, that, though the clergy, at that time, could overturn thrones, and 
had authority to send above a million of men on their errand to the deserts 
of Asia, they could never prevaji against long-tocd j^hoes. 
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EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1087. William, surnamud the Red from 
tho colour of his hair, which the monks 
tratfslated Hufus, stuceuiled to the crown 
of Kurland by the nomination of his father, 
and the influence of Lanfranc, Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 

Sept, 26, Proclaimed and crowned at 
Westminster, 

Odo, Bishop of Baycux, uncle of 
William, aided by several of the nobility, 
rises in arms against him, in favour of his 
eldest brother Roi>ert, but they are sub- 
dued. 

An eartlupiake in Londim. 

A great scarcity this year, and corn not 
ripe till the end of November. 

1089. The king embarked for Nor- 
man. ly, and made war upon his brother 
Robert : they come to a treaty, wherein it 
is aj^reed, among other things, that the 
survivor should enjoy both England and 
Normandy. Conan, a wealthy citizen of 
Rouen, having engaged to betray it to 
William, was t hi own from the top of a 
tower by Prince Henry 

A new survey of Kiiglaud made, and 
heavy taxes levied, ivhicli occasioned great 
disturbances. ^ 

1 09 1 . William returned to England, and 
Henry, his brother, was forced to wander 
without a residence. 

1092. Malcolm, King of Scotland, re- 
paired to William, in person, to require a 
redress of grievances, and was treated by 
William with contempt, which made him 
return to Scotlanri in indignation, and in- 
duced him to raise an army. lie was 
killed at the siege of Alnwick, as also his 
son, and three days after Queen Margaret 
died of grief. 

William rebuilt Carlisle; it had been 
laid in ruins 200 years helore by the North- 
men. 

1093. William passed over to Nor- 
mandy with it powerful arm) : he soim 
after sent to England for a reiiifbrcement, 
and was furnished with 10,000/., n sum 
equal to 200,000/. now, wdh which he 
bribed the King of Prance to his interest, 
and soon after returned to England to sup- 
l»5e.sH an insurrection in Wales. 

1091. This year was remarkable for the 
great mortality of man and beast. 

1095. Robert de Mowbray, Roger do 
Lacey, and other Norman lords, conspired 
•igainst Rufus; but the dispatch of the 
king frustrated the conspirators. The 
taiunt d'Eu denied his participation in the 
plot, and, to justify himself, hjaght, in the 
I'resenco of the court at VVnulsor, a duel 
" ilh GeoffVey Bainard, who accused him. 
Being worsted, he was coiidemued to bo 


onstrated, and have his eyes put cut. It 
was the flrst judicial trial oy single combat. 

1096. Anselm, a Norman abbot, made 
Archbishop of Canterbury. The king 
seises his revenues, and detains them in 
his own hands, for acknowledging Pope 
Urban. 

Robert mortgages his duchy of Nor- 
mandy to his brother William for 10,000 
marks, to enable him to engage in the tli>t 
holy war undertaken by ttie Christian 
princes, with 300,000 men, at the instiga- 
tion of the iK)pe and Peter the liermit. 

The king visited Normandy, where he 
kept his Christmas, and returned the spring 
following. • 

1097. A council of the states conveiud 
at Windsor to consult upon the reduction 
of the Welsh, which was accomplished. 

1098. England suffered greatly by a 
scarcity, aiul inclement seasons 

leb. 13. London-bridge carried aw ay. by 
the floods, and a new one buUi by a public 
tax. 

yw/y. The Tower euc('mpassc*d with a wall. 

Westmmster-hall built by William Rufus, 
270 feet long, and 74 broad, 

1099. The king passed the greatest purt 
of the year in Normandy ; he returnetl to 
Kngbiml, Dec. 7, and kept his Christmas 
ill Westminster'lmil. 

Robert, Duke of Normandy, engages in 
the holy war. 

1100. A greit inundation of the sea, 
which overflowed the lands of Godwin, 
Karl of Kent. 

Ju/ff 5. Jeuisalem taken by storm hy 
the Crusaders, and 40.000 Saracens put to 
the swonl ; Robert, Duke »‘f Nurmandy, 
offered to be made king thereof, whiclr he 
refuses. 

2. Tl'.e king, hunting in New 
Forest, was killed by an arrow shot at a 
stag by his l>ow-bearer, Sir Walter Tyrrel, 
a Norman knight, in the forty-fourth year 
of his age, and the thirtwiith of his reign. 
He was buried at St. Swithiu's at Wm- 
chesler, and as he never was married left 
no legitimate issue. 

The king, at the time of his death, had 
the archbishopric of Canterbury, the bisho- 
pttics of Winchester and Salisbury, and 
twelve abbeys in his baiols ; and, in his 
reign, dis{H>sed of the bishoprics and mo- 
nasteries to those that bid most for them. 

MISCKl I.ANIKS. 

The tomb of William Rufus, of grey 
maible, somcwhal. raised from the gromul, 
may still be seen in the middle of the ch»»ir 
of Winchester Cathedral. During the 
Civil Wars, in tlie reign of Ciiarles l.> th^ 
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parlianarntarians broke open his monti- 
nient| but they found only the dust of the 
kint?) some relics of cloth of {'old, a large 
gold ring, and a chalice of silver. 

The celebrated sand-bank ovei'iiowed in 
this reign runs parallel to the coast for 
three leagues, at about two leagues and a 
half distance, and affords a great protection 
to that capacious road the iiowns. It was 
formerly a tract of ground belonging to 
Godwin, Karl of Kent, father of King 
Harold, and which afterw'ards being given 
to the monastery of St. Angiistine, at Can- 
terbury, the abbot neglecteil to keep in 
rejiair the wall that defended it from the ■ 
sea, and the whole tract was inundated* ' 
lea\ing those sands on which so many , 
ships have bet^ wrecked. I 


Westminster-hall, built bv Rufus, was 
originally intended for a place of royal 
entertainment. Richard II. acconiiniKbited 
10,000 persons within its walls; and it is 
still used fur coronatiuii feasts. Parlia- 
ments have frequently been held beneath 
its roof, and it was the court of jnstico 
where the king presided in person. In 
this hall (Charles I. was trieu and con- 
demned to be beheaded. It has been oc- 
casionally filled up for the trial of peers, 
and persons impeached liy the Commons. 
At other times it lorins a promenade for 
lawyers and suitors during the sittings of 
the adjoining courts. 'I'he thorough repair 
and restoration of the interior of this famous 
building was completed in IBJC. 


HKNRY I. A.J). 1100 to 1135. 

Tije character of the first Henry was not unstained by the vices of the age, 
but he had many redeeming virtues. lie was learned, courageous, and 
accomplished ; and, moreover, |K)8sesscd a powerful capacity in both civil 
and military affairs. His su])erior elotpiencc and judgment would have 
given him an ascendant had he been l>orn in a [irivate station; and 
his personal bravery would have procured ^lim rej'[)cct, though it had been 
less supported by art and |K)licy. Hy bis great progress in literatine be 
acquired the name of Bcauclerc, or tlie scholar ; but his application to 
sedentary pursuits abated nothing of the vigilance and activity of bis 
government ; and though the learning of that age w a.8 better fitteil to 
corrupt than improve the undci standing, his natural good sense preserved 
itself untainted from the prevalent superstition and jiedantry. 

The power and influence of the clergy were in their meridian, and the 
sec of Rome interfered with ever}’ European jx)tentate in the govcniinciil 
of his dominions. On the suViject of investitures and homage there weic 
violent disputes betwixt Henry and the pope. Before bishops took ]»os- 
session of their dignities, they had to pass through two ceremonies : they 
received from the hand of the king a ling and crozier, os symbols of their 
office, and this was called their investiiun* ; they also made the accus- 
tomed feudal submission to the prince as their superior, wduch was culled 
their homafftf. On both these points there was a long contest betwixt 
Henry and his holiness. I'hc king said he would sooner lose liis crown 
than part with his right of investiture; and the pontiff said he would 
sooner lose his head thar allow him to retain it. It was only under the 
fear of eternal punishment, und ofc a rebellion of his subjects in case of 
longer obstiiiary, that the king cor*»cnled to adjust the dispute by aban- 
doning the claim >f investiture, but retaining the homage. 

The celibacy of tlic clergy was also a subject much agitated. Priests 
were forbidden to marry, or, if married, to lie with their wives. But these 
attempts to prohibit marriages only gave rise to more flagitious offences, 
and tliC pope’s legate being detected in bed with a courtesan, after dc* 
claiming against the enormity of clergymen having wivcsi the canons 
against priestly tiuptiuis vsxsc less enforced than ever. 
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The provisions of a charter granted by Henry were confined entirely 
to the nobles and clergy. It conceded to the former the right to marry 
tiieir daughters without tiie king’s leave> provided it was not to the enemies 
of the state. It also made a standard of weights and measures, and con- 
tained new regulations as to inheritance, but it soon fell so much into 
neglect, that in the following century, when the barons, who had heard an 
obscure tradition of Henry’s charter, desired to make it the model of the 
great charter which they exacted from King John, they could with diffi- 
culty find a copy of it in the kingdom. 

Some part of the taxes was paid in money, but from the scarcity of 
coin it must have been to a trifling extent. The crown revenues were 
principally collected in kind, and, from the difficult communication betwixt 
(lilferent parts of the country, was an operation not easily performed. 
This was the reason why the king held his court at various parts of the 
kingdom ; for his subjects being unable to bring their produce, he went 
among them to fetch it; sojourning with his householcf in different parts 
of lus dominions until he had consumed the amount of contribution. It 
partook of the simplicity of the pastoral ages ; when the monarch, like the 
])atriarch8 of old, was constantly changing his abode to find subsistence for 
his flock. 

Whether parliaments originated in this reign is doubtful. Hollinshed 
ami Meed tay that parliament was first summoned at Salisbury in the 
sixteenth year of ibis king; but Sir Walter Raleigh, in his ‘ Treatise on 
the Prerogative,’ says it was the eighteenth. Lord Bacon asks, — Where 
were the Commons before the reign of Henry 1 ?” — from which it may 
be infcrre<l that, in his opinion, fliey began in this reign. But the germ of 
this assembly can hardly be traced with certainty, it being probable that 
parliaments, general councils, or some institution of analogous character, 
is as old as the monarchy ; since the gosernment would hardly ever be 
administered by the king alone, without the aid of the more powerful and 
intelligent of his lieges. 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

1100. Henry, youngest son of Wil- ho made a descent at Portsmouth, and 
ham I., upon the de.iih of his brother claimed the crown of England as his birth* 
Rufus, repaired to Winchester, and so’zod right. He came to a treaty afterwards 
tlie royal treasure, by wliich means he pro- with Henry, wherein it was agn ed that 
cured himself to he recogiii/ed King ef Henry should enj^y the kingdom lor hU 
England: Robert, his eldest brother, bt-iiig life, paying Robert annually 3000 marks; 
then ujnm his voyage fiom the holy laud, that Hubert should enjoy Normaiuly ; and 

Aug. 5. ('rowned on Sunday at West- that the survivor should succeed both to 
minster, by Maurice, Bishop of London. the kingdom and duchy. 

He reston.nl to the Kiiglish the liberty of 1102. Archbishop Anselm excommuni- 
using fire and candle i)y night, and con- cated the manied clergy, 
finned the laws of the Confessor. Here- 1103. Robert visits England, and gives 
stored to the church her rights and pos* uj) his pension, of which he soon repented, 
sessious, and recalled Archbishop Anselm, and retiretl to Normandy in disgust. 

A'ba. 11. Married Matilda, the daughter 1105. Henry make.>> war upon Robert, 
of Malcolm, King of Scotland, by Murga- Duke of Noimaiidy, and went in pt^rson 
ret his wife, sister to Edgar Ktheling. and against him. 

daughter of Edward, son of Kdmiind Iron- 1106. Srpt,'27» He takes thcMhike pri- 
side ; by which he ho))ed to strengthen his soner, reduces a 1 Normaiuly to lus ol>etli- 
title to the crown of Knghuul* She Wiui eiice, and it is said ordered Robert's eyes 
crowned at Westminster. to be put out. 

1 101, Duke Robert, being returned from 1107. Henry relurned in triumph to 
the holy land, raised an i».rinV| with which England, and called an asseinbiy of his 
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states at Winilsori wliere he issued a severe Carlisle walled. 

edict against coiners, and abolished the 1122. The order of knights templars 
custom of seizing on wrecks on the coast ; founded. 

he also made a regulation of weights and Henry returned to England, but fresh 
measures, but at the same time revived the troubles breaking out in Normandy obliged 
odious tax of Danegelt. bim to go thither again. * 

llOS. Henry visited Normandy, to frus- Kurthqiiakes in Gloucesterdiire, Wor- 
trate the schemes of the French court. cestershire, and Somersetshire. 

1109. Henry betroths his daughter Ma- Jl/uy 19. Lincoln nearly destroyed hy 
tilda, then in her eighth year, to the em- fire. 

peror Henry V. 11*23. Woodstock park made, being the 

The bishopric of Ely founded out of first in England. 

Lincoln, and Hervey, iiishop of Hangor, 1124. War declared against France, 
the first bishop. A great dearth in England. 

The king returned to England about Henry vented a revolt in Normandy. 

'Whitsuntide, and heltl a general council ot* 1123. The po{>e*s legate arrived in 

the states, vhen he laid a tax of three shd- England, and passed several rigorous 
lings ujK)n i^ery hide of land, raising canons against married priests, but was 
near 824,000/. as a portion for his daughter oldiged to quit the natn’ii precipitately, 
Matilda. for having been caught in bed with a coni- 

1110. Arts and sciences taught again inoii prostitute the same day he had cele* 
in the university of Cambridge. brated mass. 


The Princess Matilda sent over to her 
husband. 

Ill i. Henr}' went to Normandy to sup- 
press a revolt. , v ±0'-^ 

1 11 *2. A plague in England. » ^ 

1113. The king plants colonies of Fle- 
mings in Wales. 


Amither insurrection in Normandy, which 
the king suppressiti, and brought great 
part of his prisoners to England the year 
following. 

The money having lieen much rlebased 
by the fraiuts of the persons to whom the 
'icense to coin in the principal boroughs 


JnJy. Henry returned to England. had been fanned out, fifty of them are 

Worcester City and Castle burnt. sunr^^ioned l>efore the bishop of Sali.sl)ury. 

1114. Henry suppressed a disturbance the treasurer. Forty-six are condemiied t»» 
on the borders of Wales, and soon after ‘ose the right hand or eyes, und be cas- 


weot again into Normandy, and got his 
eldest son William recognized as bis suc- 
cessor in his Norman doniinion.s. 

1115. The king returned to F.ngsand, 
and called a council of the states at \Vest- 
ini lister. 

Jllfi. .Another couicil called, and hi> 
son ^Vilham acknowle<lge<l for his suc- 
cessor, after which lie leluriied to Nor- 
mandy. This meeting of tlu* noliilify is by 
some reckoned the firj»i par'.iament. 

1117. Bath and Peterborough cities 
burnt. 


rated, 

1 120. The empress Matilda returned to 
England, 

Dec, 25. The nubility swear fealty to 
Matilda, the emperor’s widow, and the 
king’s only daughter, upon whom Henry, 
having no other issue, has determined to 
settle the crow n. 

1127, Henry called a great a-Hsembiy i f 
the stales at Wimlsor, at which were pie- 
senl Ste)»hen of Bologne, his nejdu w, 
^afterwards king,) and JDavid, king of 
Scotland. 


1118. Queen Matilda died. 

1119. Afatf I. Battle of Hrenville, in 
which Henry obtained a great victory over 
the French in Normandy. 

11*20. A'rn. 26. Prince Widam, with 
Richard and Mary, other two of the king's 
chiidren. and their attendants, ♦ ’ the .lum- 
ber of 180, were shipwrecked id lost, in 
their return from Normandy : afi« t which 
accident the king was never seen to laugh 

1121. Jan. 29. Henry' married Ad- lais, 
daughter of Oorlfrcy, the first duke of 
Louvaine. 

Til*' Welsh made an incursion into 
(iheshire, where they committed many ra- 
vages. and burnt several castles, against 
whom Henry went, Ivut not meeting suc- 
cess, he made a peace with them 

Giottcestcr burnt 


Matilda married to the carl of Anjou, 
aged sixU'cn. 

1128. Henry invaded France with suc- 
cchh, aiifl coaefudt <1 a peace. 

Disturliances in Normandy, in favour of 
William, M son of duke Ut)U*rt, but he lost 
his life at the siege of Alost. 

11*29. Henry letnrned to England, and 
altered the revenue of his demesne lands 
from kind to sjiecu*. 

1 1 '10. Henry kept his Easier at Wood- 
stock, and soon after went over to Nor- 
mandy ; he hair an interview with po|)e 
Innocent II., and visited hitT daughter 
Matilda, who living unhappy with her hun- 
baud, he brought her to England with him- 

The barons renew their oath to Matilda. 

///?>■»/ ,3. She WAS married 
Geoff cy PUntagvnet, earl of Anjon, 
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Henry’s presence, which displeased the 

iiohles. 

Hochester burnt. 

1131. The king held a greut council of 
the states at Notihatupton, wlu n they re- 
nevyed their oaths to Matilda. 

1132. A great part of Loadun destroyed 
by a fire. 

1133. The bishopric of Carlisle was 
founded by bishop Athelwulpli ; himself 
’ eiug the first bishop. 

March. The empress Matilda has a son 
by her husband GeuHivy Plantagenet, after- 
wards Henry II. 

The king again visited Normandy, and 
the day he embarkid was remarkable lor 
an eclipse of the sun and an earthquake. 

1134. Duke Robert, the king's eldest 
brother, died at Carddf in Wales, at the 
age of eighty, having been a prisoner 
28 years, with his eyes put out, and was 
buried at Gloucester. 

1135. The Welsh made incursions, and 
com mi He d ravages. 

Dec. 1. The king having nominated the 
empiess Matilda liis succtssor, died in 
Normandy, of a surfeit with lampreys, in 
the sixty-eighth year ol his age, aiul 
thirty-sixth of his reign, at Lyons, near 
Roui.'ii ; he was einhalmed und brought to 
Kuglaud, und was buried .it Keaduig. 

Henry was the first 1 1 bring progfesses 
into vogue, during which excursions through 
the country, the tenants on his demesnes 
were compe.lcd to supply him, giatis. with 
c.»rriiiges and ]»r«)V.sions. lie fiist connected 
by iiai ig.it ion the 'Lreut and Witham, seven 
miles. He founded the mouasteries of Chi- 
cluster, Dunstable and Heading. He held 
the first great council (which some call the 
fijst parliament), wherein the prohitnfiiig 
priests their wives and concubines was con- 
sidered j and the bishops and clergy granted 
to the king the correction of them lur this 
otieiice ; by which means ho raised vast sums 
of money, cum pounding with the piiests, f«»r 
Certain Hiinual paymeut>,to]iermit them the 
eiij.iymeiit of their wives and concubines. 

VUUMC FOUNDATIONS. 

1081. Alwin Child, citizen of London, 


founded a monastery for Cliiniac monks at 
Bermondsey, dedicated to St. Saviour. 

1090. Alfuiie, the first hospitaller of St. 
Bartholomew’s, built Cripplegate chutch. 

1 1 03, llahere, the king’s minstrel, found- 
ed the priury of St. Bartholomew ; to which 
he afterwards uniiext d a hospital for sick 
and infirm persons ; and tditaiaed for both 
l‘ouiidatiun.s many immunities, among which 
is mentioned Baithoiomew fair fur three 
day'i. 

Jordan Bli',et founded the priory of Clerk- 
eiiwcll, for Benedictine nuns, in a fitld 
near Clerk’s well, on the north side of 
London. 

Jordan Bliset also founded the priory of 
St. John at Jerusalem, for the Knights 
Templars, 

1 118. Queen Matilda bifllt hospitals far 
lepers and maimed persons in St. Giles, 
Cripplegate. She also founded St. Cathe- 
rine’s church and hospital, near the Tower ; 
and built Bow-hridge and Channel-hridge. 
paving the way between them with gravel, 
and leaving manors and ^Vyggon mill to 
keep the bridges in repair 

TAXKS IN Tins UKUiN. 

1 11 the sixth year of his reign, the king set 
a sum upon every parish church, and forceil 
the incumbent to pay it, to redeem his 
church. 

He had also, during his whole reign, a 
constant annual tax of l2t/. upon every 
hide of land. 

He left 100,000/. of silver pennies, be- 
sides plate and jewels oi great value. 

king’s ISSLK. 

lie liad issue by Matilda of Scotland, 
only one son, named H iliiain, drowned in 
his pa.s.sage fruin Norin.indv. 

He had also issue, one iLiugliter, c.illed 
Matilda, the emp.ess, being fir.Nt married 
to the eiiipeMr, Henry V.. aiul five na- 
tural soiiH and nine daughters. 

Mutibla’s hecuiid husband wa-i Ge».fruy 
Blautagenet. earl of Anjou, by whom she 
had Henr\ 11.. Ivi.ig i;f Kugland, and two 
oth-r sous, JeHt y ami ^YiliaTu, who il;e 1 
withuut issue. 


STEPHEN. A.D. 1135 to 1154. 

Tiik BucccsBion to the crown not being regulated W any fi.\ed principle, 
the decease of the sovereign wa^ invariably followed by an interval of 
rapine and confusion. Till a new king had ascended the throne, and 
received the homage of his subjects, it was assumed there could b<‘ no 
violation of “ the king’s peace;’* and in consequence of this mischievous 
doctrine the execution of justice \\a8 suspended, and the must lawless 
outrages committed with impunity. Tlie disorders which usually accom- 
panied a demise of the crown were continued uninterruptedly during the 
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whole of Stephen’s reign. To secure an usurped throne he was comj)cllcd 
to make concessions to the clergy and nobibty, equally destructive to his 
own authority and the public tranquillity. The former considered them- 
selves bound by their oaths of allegiance to the king only so long as they 
were protected in their usurpations; and the latter, in return for tl^eir 
submission, claimed the right of fortifying their castles, of coining money, 
of making war, and exercising other functions of sovereignty. Besides 
the general desolation arising out of a disputed title, tlie country was 
iwvaged by unceasing baronial feuds, in which the nobles, aided by their 
vassals and mercenary adventurers, made war upon each other with the 
utmost fury. During these conflicts the condition of the people was most 
deplorable ; no security either for persons or property. The castles w ere 
so many dens of robbers, who sallied forth day and night to commit spoil 
on the open country, the villages, and even the cities; the wootls were 
infested w*th banditti; and such were the dangers to which the inha- 
i)itant8 were continaally exposed that, on closing their doors at night, it 
was customary to put up a short prayer against thieves and plunderers. 

Torture was frequently resorted to by the titled l)rigan(ls to extort from 
the people the produce of tlieir industry. “ Some,” says the Saxon Chro- 
nicler, “ they hanire<l up by the feet, and smoked with foul smoke ; some 
by the thumbs or by the beard, and hung coats of mail on their feet. 
They put them into dungeons>,^with adders and snakes and toads. Many 
thousands they wore out with hunger.” In short, the reign of Stephen 
was a condensation of all the evils of lawless power, — neither justice nor 
humanity ; and the natural result of such disorder w'as, the cessation of 
the arts of industry, the land was left »ntilled, and a grievous famine 
ensued, which reduced botli the spoiler and the spoiled to extreme desti- 
tution. 


EVENTS AM) OCCUHKKNCKS. 


113.>. Stfjdien, third ion of Stophen 
earl of B!uis, by Aclela the fourth d.iug}i^i?r 
of William I. taking advantage t.f tb^ 
Maud’s (.Matibia) iibsence, usurp- 
ed the Ciowii, by tiie a-si>tanee of Ins 
brother Henry, then bishop of M’lnchestiT. 
and other great men of hU tuctioii ; though 
himstrlf. and all the noh*tity, spiritual and \ 
temporal, hail sw'orn to M lud's successi n. I 
JJec.'Zt'. Cru’Aiit'd at AVestminster on .St. ■ 
Stephen’s day. 

1 136. A great fire in I^ndon, fr >m Aid- 
gate to St. Paul’s church; be bridge, 
which was of timber, was aUo huriif. 
.*stephen abolishes Dancgiit f -r ev^r. 
David, king of Scotlauii, .sciuhle<i a 
iKidy of tronpii in favour of M.iud, hut ♦ n- 
tereil into a treaty after seizing on ('arlis’** 
and Newcastle, wirich he retained, and the 
prince of .Scotland dnl homage for fhe/n. 
There were no les^ th-iii 1600 strong 
fortresses in tlie kingdom. 

1 137 Stephen r»-ducc-H Normandy. 

A war v ith the Wcldi, where the king's 
trooj>s weic vrotHted. 

Juw 3. C’athetlral of Uocbe^i« r blind, 
as wa« al- ». :hc nexr d the w .. c citv of 
York, wl its cathvtlrai, with tiiitty-uino 


churches; and on the I27th, the city cf 
Bath was lusirly destroyed by fire. 

II'IH. A cunspiriicy was firmed ag.iiust 
the king, in liehalf of the empress Maud. 

-2. Battle of the Staiidarfl fuught, 
in which Stephen defeats the Scots; soon 
after the king was attacked with a lethargy, 
whi'*h threatened his life. 

11.3!;*. Sept. 'M). The empress Matnl ar- 
rivvd in Kugl.iiid, and a general revolt iti 
i.er fivtuir. 

Stephen is at variance with the clergy. 

1 110. Ills son Eustace married the 
Flench king’s sister. 

The war was carried on between Stephen 
ami Maud, with various success, till tlie 
b<'giiining of the next year. 

1141. Feb. 2. A battle fought between 
the lorces cf Maud and of Stephen, when 
ti e last is taken prisuner and committed to 
Cjr!o’..Ce-.fi*r gaol in iroriti. 

/Ipni 7, M ud was declaretWjueen, in a 
liatiuiial synod, and the nation took oaths 
of allegiance to her. 

Roller!, earl of (lloucester, base hrctlu'r 
tf> the empress, taken prisoner; whereuj»oii 
king Stephen is released, and cxdung^ d 
for l»im. 
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1 142. Dee, 20. The empress Maud, be- 
sieged ill Oxfonl, made her escape from 
thence on foot. 

1143. A synod held in London, in favour 
of Stephen. 

•1146. The earl of Gloucester died, and 
the empress found the want of so able a 
counsellor 

1147. The empress Maud leaves the 
kingdom. 

1 148. Stephen is i4»-crowiu'd at Lincoli). 

A new crusade undertaken. 

1 149. Henry, sun of the empress Maud, 
arrives in England, and endeavours to re- 
cover his right. 

1151. lie marries Eleanor, duchess of 
Aquitaine, one of the most considerable 
sovereigns of Europe,, and who six weeks 
before had been repudiated by Louis VII., 
king of France, for criminal commerce with 
her uncle, and for having stooped to the 
embraces of a young Turk. 

Stt'pheu requires tlio archbishop to crown 
his son Eustace, which he refuses. 

1153. Eustace, son of king Stephen,died. 

A peace concluded Ixitween Stephen and 
Henry, wherein it was agreed, that Stephen 
shjuld enjoy the crown during bis life, and 
Henry should sticceed him ; and tiiat the 
castles built by Stepbeu's ]>ermis.sion 
should be all demolished, to the amount of 
1100. 

Henry visits Nt>rmandy. 

1151. Get. 25. Stephen died at Canter- 
bury, ill the fiftieth year of his age, and 
the nineteenth of liis reign, and was buried 
at Favershatn abbey iu Kent, which he 
had founded. 

stri’hkn's issue. 

The king, by his wife Maud, daughter 
ami heir of Eustace, earl of Boulugne, hu«l 
issin* tlirec sons, Bablwin, Eustace, aiul 
\1 illiam ; and two daughters, Maud and 
Mary : all of them died without issue. 

His natural children were William, earl 
of Boulogne, and Gervase, abbot of W'est- 
minster. 

MISCELLANIES. 

At the dissolution of the abbeys, under 
Henry VIII., Stepheifs tomb was opened, 


the leaden coffin melted down, and the 
bones thrown into the next water. 

The maimers and customs of this half, 
civilized age are not without interest, and 
show that an uneducated period is not 
one of virtuous simplicity. The court, in 
its perambulations through the country, 
exhibited a motley assemblage, of the kind 
usually congregated at Bartholomew fair. 

When,” says Peter of Blois, “ the king 
sets out ill the morning you see multitudes 
of people running up and down as if they 
were distracted ; horses rushing against 
horses ; carriages overturning carriages ; 
players, whores, gamesters, confect iuneis, 
mimics, tailors, barbers, pimps, and para- 
sites, making so much iiuisg. and, in a 
word, such an intolerable ^tumult of horse 
and foot, that you imagine the great abyss 
hath opened, and that hell hath poured 
out all her inhabitants.” The ladies of 
pleasure accompanying the court were 
formed into regular companies, under the 
direction of marshals, whose offices we.e 
hereditary, and to which Ci>nsiderable es- 
tates and emoluments were attached. Stews 
were established by law in London, and 
moNt probably in the chivf towns of the 
kingdom. 

Lung hair was very much worn, ainl 
a great eye-sore to the clergy, who di<l iu«t 
like the contrast of their shaven crovrns 
with the Howing ringlets of the knights 
and barons. Formerly the Englisli wo:e 
the hair on tlie upjHr lip, but this n<*t 
lieing the Noiman fashion, the Conqueror 
compelled thtun to have that part, as well 
as the chin, shaven. 

^TIjO canon law was introduced in this 
period, and appeals first made to the |>oi*e. 
The Homan, or civil law, again began to 
be studied, after an iiiteriuptioii of 7Ut) 
years. 

Mure abbeys were erected in this reign 
than ill 100 years before; and the king 
giving leave to the nobles to build castles, 
1500 of thcue fortresses were erected in 
difierent parts of the kingdom. There was 
no regular taxation, but the contending par- 
ti s maintained themselves principally by 
the plunder of each other's tenants. 


HENRY II. A.1). 1154 to 1189. 

The accession of this prince promised to compose the disorders which had 
agitated the kingdom during the tumultuary usurpation of his predecessor. 
Henry began by resuming possession of the royal castles, seized during 
llie late confusions, and levelled with the ground many fortresses the 
Munc sort, erected more for the purpose of rapine than of security. 'Die 
Flemish mercenaries of Stephen’s army were banished the country on pain 
of death, and the adulteratea coin reformed. 

U 
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The greatest obstacle the king encountered, and the chief source of 
public disturbance, was the exorbitant pretensions of the clergy- Eccle- 
siastics openly claimed an exemption from magisterial authority in all 
criminal prosecutions; spiritual punishments could alone be inflicted, 
and as the clergy had greatly multiplied, and many of them of the 
most abandoned character, tlic most flagrant offences were committed with 
impunity. To check these enormities the king summoned a great council, 
and the sixteen laws, called the Constitutions of Clarendon, were, after 
some resistance on the part of the clergy, agreed to. In these endeavours 
to limit the encroachments of the church, the celebrated Thomas-a-Becket 
was the hero and martyr of the ecclesiastical party, and the rise, progress, 
and tragical end of that haughty prelate form one of the most interesting 
episodes in the general history of the country. 

Justice was administered with great vigour, but still the laws were 
very inadequaite to the protection of either the persons or property of the 
people. No very rtflfined notions were entertained of civil rights, and a 
spirit of violence and outrage ])ervaded all classes of the community. 
The police was so defective that it was nnsafe any one venturing al)r()ad 
after sunset, even in London and the most populous towns. Persons of 
great wealth and influence often used to form themselves into predatory 
bands of 100 each, and commit all sorts of excesses. One cause of these 
irregularities was in the secular exemptitin claimed by the clergy, in con- 
sequence of which they could neither he piinishe<l nor protected by the 
common law. If a clergyman was guilty of murder he could only be pu- 
nished by degradation, and if killed, the offender could only sutler e.xcom- 
muuication. • 

The annexation of Ireland to the English crown was an event of this 
reign more interesting in its consequences, llian from any circumstances 
that attended its subjugation. 

The chagrin occasifmed to Henry by the rebellious proceedings of his 
sons hastened his death. He was the most illihslrious prince of his time, 
both for greatness of mind and extent of dominion. His sway c.xtcnded 
over one-fifth of modern France, including the whole Atlantic coast, so 
important in itself, and for it.s communication with England, ami dcmhle 
the extent of territory under the immediate and effective government of 
his contemporary. Ambition, pride, and self-will, tcinpered by caution 
and duplicity, foriTicd the prominent traits of his rliaracter. In lii.^ de- 
meanour, eloquent, affable, facetious; uniting with the dignity of tlie 
prince the manners of the gentleman : but under ihi.s fascinating oulsi<le, 
was concealed a heart tliat could descend to the basest artifice, ami sport 
with its own honour and verruity. Cardinal Vivian, after a long conver- 
sation, said of him, “ Never did I witi'css this man’s equal in lying.” — 
Ling, 11. 2T. No one wou'd beaeve him, and he justified this liabitnal 
falsehood by the maxim, thuv it is bt :tcr to repent of words than of deeds. 


EVKNTS AND UCCCRKKNCES. 


1154. Henry, the first of the line of 
PlantHgeiit-t, ttu* only uiirviving legitimate 
ibMiie ot Ht^nry 1 , succeeded to the crown 
without osition. 

Dec. S icholas Hreakspear elevated 

to the f.ontif)ral thr($n«. 

Dec* 19. Henry and hut queen Kivauor 


crowned at Westminster, by Tlieobald, 
archbish(»p of Canterbury. 

A general coua, il of the states ; and ano- 
ther was held on religious affairs. The king 
resumed the grants of the crown lands and 
rents made by Htephen ; tUeging* that the 
grants of an usurper are void* Ha 
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resumptions likewise in Normandy. He 
tlemoli^k^d the castles. 

The kin^ calls an assembly of {^eat men, 
at Wallingford, and makes them swear to 
the succession of his sons William and 
Henry, and confirms the charter. 

Thoinas-a-Becket, archdeacon of Canter- 
bury, made Ijord Chancellor, and governor 
to the prince. 

The king goes to France, and does ho- 
mage to Louis VII. for Normandy, Aqui- 
taine, Anjou, Main, and Tournay, obliging 
Ins brother GeotFrey to accept of an annual 
sum for Anjou. 

Malcolm, king of Scots, delivers up to 
him Northumberland, Cumberland, aiul 
Westmoreland ; and the king confirms to 
M<i'colm the earldom of Huntingdon. 

lir)7. He subdues the M'elsh, who do 
homage, and swear allegiance to him. 

lljy. He is crowned again at Lincoln, 
and the year following at W'orc^'ster. 

1 159 A war between the kings of Eng- 
land and France, about the town of Tou- 
louse. 

1100. A peace ensues, and the king of 
Ibigland marries his son Henry, I'eiiig 
seven years of age, to the Kreiich king’s 
(iaughter Margaret, about three years 
old. 

1 1 r» I, Th.e kings of Eiigland and France 
perform the otfice of yeomen of the stirrup 
to Pope Alexander. 

\ U\'2, JuM 'A. Thomas- u-Becket made 
archbishop of Canterbury. 

The king endeavours to reduce the ex- 
orbitant power of the clergy. 

A sect called Publicans, rejecting bap- 
tism, the eucharist, aud inairiage, came 
into England out of (set many this year. 
The bishops pronounce them heretics ; 
they were burnt in the forehead and whi{>- 
ped, and afterwards turned into the street ; 
perished of cold and hunger, no one daring 
or willing to relieve them. They were the 
first who sufiered for heresy iu Knglaml. 

1163. The archbishop and clergy insist 
u\H)n being exempted from the jurisdiction 
of the temporal courts in criminal cases. 

1164. Jan, Constitutions of Clarendon 
agreed to, which the pope refused to con- 
firm. Becket takes part with the pope, 
against the king, is impeached, tried, con- 
victed, and fined. He quits England, 
November 2, and puts himself under the 
protection of the pope and the French king. 
He is received with great pomp by the 
pope* This occasion! a war between France 
and England. 

1165. Henry visits Normandy to confer 
with the pope, hut b prevented by Becket, 
and returns to England. 

The Welsh endeavour to shake off the 
English yoke. 

Henry returns to Normandy, 
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He forbids all intercourse of the clergy 
with Rome. 

1169. Becket excomu unicates most of 
the clergy of England. 

1170. The king causes hw son Henry to 

be crowned, and William, king of Scots, 
aud his nobility to swear allegiance and 
fealty to him against all men, saving the 
fealtv they owed to himself. The yoxmg 
king’s coronation, without his princess, 
gave disgust to the French court, and oc- 
casioned a short war. Henry visited Nor- 
rnand)^, and made up his breach with 
Becket, and held his stirrup while he was 
getting on horsel)ack. The excommuni- 
cated prelates visited the king in Norman- 
dy with their complaints, and he ordered 
Becket not to stir out of th|^ bounds of his 
parish. • 

1 1 70. He receives archbishop Becket 
iiitti favour, after six years* exile. Becket, 
notwithstanding, excommunicates the 
king’s friends, who complain of this usage 
to the king. 

1172. The king's expedition against Ire- 
land, where he receives the siibmbsion and 
oath of the Irish princes. He constitutes his 
youngest son John, Lord of Ireland, aud 
designetl to have made him king, having 
obtained the pope’s concurrence. 

Dec, 21). Becket is murdered iu the ca 
thedral, at Canterbury, by fi ur knights. 

1173. A conspiracy formed against the 
king by the queen, the young king Henry, 
and his two brothers, on account of Fair 
Kosainond. 

Queen Eleanor is made a slate prisoner. 

1174. They draw the French king and 
the king of Scots into the quarrel, which 
occasions a bloody war, in which William, 
king of Scots, is taken prisoner, July 13. 

Henry arrived in England, aud reduced 
all the insurrections, 

Henry does penance for Becket's mur- 
der, receives eighty lashes from the hands 
of the mouks of Cunlerbui^, and offered u 
gift of 40/. per annum fur finding constant 
lights at Becket's tomb-, he also agreed to 
pay the knights of Jerusalem the exi>ensc 
of maintaining 200 soldiers in tho holy 
war. 

A peacv? concluded between the king 
and his sons. 

The king of Scotland, and David his 
brother, did homage to Henry for all the 
territories they were possessed of, namely, 
Scotland and Galway ; tluy also swore 
allegiance to tho king and his son 
Henry. 

1175. A synod was held at Westminster, 
where were disputes between the arch- 
bisho^is of Canterbury and York, as to nre- 
codency, or sitting at the I' ^ht hand of 
the pope's legate: the monks espousing 
op\) 08 ite parties; a violent affray ensues* 
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1176. llie kingdom first divided into 
six circuits, and three judges appointed for 
each circuit. 

^ug. 27. Joan, a daughter of Rosa* 
moud, was married to William, king of 
Sicily. 

1177. The French king comes in pil- 
grimage to Thomas-il-Becket's tomb; he 
oilered there a massive cup of pure gold, 
and gave to the monks 7200 gallons of 
wine yearly, and made the Augustiiies toll 
or custom tVi'e throughout his dominions. 
The same time the earl of Flanders had a 
conference with Henry, and visded Beckei’s 
tomb. After which Ilenry went to Nor- 
mandy inAugu>t and rHiirned in July, 1 178. 

March, fRmry umpire I etween the kings 
of Castille and^avarre. 

Henry severely |»unithed the debasers of 
the coin, and in November, 1 180, there was 
a new coinage. 

Tliis year Lonis, king of France, died, 
and wax nucceerled by his sou Philip. 

11*? 1. Henry a leged to have debauched 
his son Richard’s princess, which gave 
great umbrage to his .son ; to avoid whose 
resentment, he endeavoured to embroil him 
in a quarrel with his l.rother Henry, but it 
proved inefTecln.vl, ami cemented ihem the 
stronger : they formed a design of revenge, 
but were prevented l>y }oung Henry’s 
death. 

1183. June II. The young king Henry- 
died in the thirtieth yejir of bis age, having 
borne the title of king near thiitecii years. 
Margaret, Henry’s widow, was iciit home 
to her brother, and she some tune after 
was married to Bela, king of Hungary. 

1 184. The king gave othdOO rnat'ks of 
silver to .'issisl in a cru»ade, but declined 
going ill person. 

Il8.'), An earllujuake tiverlbrew the 
church at Linc<di., and otl.er cliuiehes; at 
the same time there w-as ulir.o^t a total 
eclipse of the sun. 

The p-ope sent Henry a crown made of 
peacock's feathers, for him to crown his 
ion John king of Ireland with. John ctii- 
barked for that island, but soon after re* 
turned. 

The king's son Richard rebi ls against 
him again, and is encouraged hy the king 
of t'raiic-, 

1 1.86. Henry threatened to d ’ vuiheiit hii 
son Richard for his turbiilc- t coiidufh 
which occadoJied his siibiiiission. 

1187. -.fr/y. Mb Geoffrey, a.iother of th 
king’s sons, killed at a tournament at 
Puns, u!id buried in Notre Dame church. 

Sept, 2y. Jerusalem, ninety-six years af* 
fer it'i reduction by the first cruii4iders, sur* 
rendered to the Mussulmans. 

1 Ilenry was deserted by his French 
xtilnectK, and was everywhere defeated, 
ana obliged to submit to hard turns. 


July 6. King Henry died in Normandy, 
uttering imprecations against his soiin, 
which the bishops present could not per- 
suade himio revoke, in the fifty -sixth year 
of his age, and the thirty-fifth of his reign, 
and was buried at Fontevraud, iu FraiuAs 

TAXES IN THIS UKIUN. 

A scutage in the beginn*ug of 
reign, but no account what it amounted to. 

A second scutage to raise men for the 
siege of Toulouse, in the fifth year of his 
reign, 1159, amounting to 180,0004 

A third scutage, in the seventh year of 
his reign, at two marks every knight’s fee. 

In the twelfth of his reign, two-j>ence 
in the jiouiid for the first year, and one 
penny in the pound for four years alter, of 
all rents and moveables. 

In the fiuirteenth of hi.s reign,* a fourth 
scutage, at a mark a knight’s tee. 

In the eighteenth of his reign, a fifth 
scutage, uncertain what it was. 

la the last year of his reign, a tenth of 
all raoveables fur the crusade. 

KiNu’s issi E. 

By his queen Kleanor, daughter and heir 
jf William, duke of Aquitainer he h.4<l 
issue, William, his eldest .son, bomtlie 1 7th 
of .\iigu8f, 1 152, who died 1 156. 

2. ilt nry, l>orn the 28lh of February, 
11.54. He died without issue. 

3. Richard, born in SeptemUT, 1157 
who succeeded him on the throne. 

4. Cieolfery, born the 2.3nl of St*ptcmber, 
11.58, afterwards married to Gui.st.iiice, 
ilaiigliter and heir of (’onan, duke of Hii- 
any. by whom he had issue, Arthur, who 
Diight to have succeeded to the crown of 
KiiglaiHl. after the death of his uucle, 
Richard I. 

5. Philip, w ho died very young. 

6. John, born on ( bristmas eve, 1166. 

He had three daughters, Matilda, mar- 
ried to the duke of Saxony, from wboni 
the firesent royal family is descendi d ; 
Kleanor, married to the king of (■a''tile; 
and Joan, married to the king of Sicily. 

lie had also two sons by Kosainond his 
concubine. 

MISCP.I.I.ANIKS. 

The most ]>uptil}tr story of this peiitid 
refers to Fnir Rosamond, the favourite and 
inoiit iH'autifuI mistress of the king. Site 
was the daughter of Clifford, a gentleman 
of Herefordshire; and, according to the 
legend, Ilenry, for her better lecurity, budt 
a retreat for her at Woodstock, of which 
the ajqiroaches formed a lahyiinth so in* 
tricate, that it could not be entered without 
the guidance of a thread, of which the 
king only had possession. But the tradi- 
tion of her violent death, through the jea* 



RICHARD I. A.1X 1189 to 1199. 


37 


lousy of Queen Eleanor^ seems without 
fuun<hition. She was buried at a church 
beloiijifing tu Godstow nuiineryi near Ox- 
ford, where her epitaph was to be seen in 
liroinpton’s days, who clearly intimates 
that her end was natural. 

As a proof of the luxurious doings of the 
cler^^y it is rtduted, that the nu»nks and 
prior of St. Swithin's ti n*w themselves one 
(lay prostrate in the ruire before the kiii)^, 
and with doleful lamentations complained, 
tluit the Bishop of Wincliester had cut off 
tltrce dishes a-day. liuw many has he 
left,” said the kiuj^f ? Ten,” replied the 
disconsolate monks. •* I myself,” said Hen- 
ry, “ have only three, and 1 enjoin the 
bisliop to reduce \ou to the same iiutn- 
her.” 

London-hridj^e began to be built in this 
reign with stone, by Peter, the priest of 


Colechurch. It was thirty -three years in 
building, and it is said the course of tho 
river was for the time turned another way, 
by a trench cast for the purpose, beginning 
at Battersea and ending at Rotherhithe. 

In this reign was found in the churt h- 
yard of Glastonbury abbey, a grave, con- 
taining three bodies one upon another. The 
first was sup|)osed to bo the second wife of 
the great Arthur ; the second his nephew ; 
and the third Arthur himself, distinguished 
by a leaden cioss, with this inscription, 
“ Here lies the illustrious King Arthur, in 
the isle of Avalon.” The circumstance 
served to undeceive the Welsh, who obsti- 
nately believed that Arthur was still alive ; 
and would return in due scaso% and make 
them a griMt and iiulependeyt nation. 

Glass windows haii now began to be used 
in private houses. 


RICHARD I. A.D. 1189 to 1199. 

UlCHAKi) was rather a knight-errant than a king, and his life more like 
a romance of knight-errantry than a history. His reign nas spent in war, 
or ]ireparations for war ; and the sole ohjcct of his existence seemed to be 
the recovery of the holy land. In pursuing the glory to be acquired from 
this generous but fan tic entcrfrisc, be sacrificed the happiness of bis 
jicople, from whom be extorted immense sums by tlie most unjustifiable 
means. Of the ten years of his reign, lie did not reside more than four 
months in England, and, flattered by tlio fame of his first Crusade against 
tlie infidels, he meditated another; a folly, however, from which his 
subjects were happily saved by his death. Except his courage, verging on 
hardihood, and his military talents, there was little to admire in his cha- 
racter. Vindictive, ])roud, and sensual, his gallantry in the field did not 
exeiniit him from the most degrading vices. His avarice was insatiable, 
and unbridled lust hurried him not only to neglect his wufe, but into 
an infamous debauchery. A ])oor hermit, w’ho from his zeal in the Crusade, 
had acquired the privilege of speaking bold truths, advised him to rid 
himself of his notorious vices, particularly his pride, avarice, and volup- 
tuousness, which he called the king’s three favourite daughters. “ You 
counsel well,” replied Richard, “and I hereby dispose of the first to the 
Templars, of the second to the Benedictines, and of the third to my 
Prelates.*’ 

Richard was fond of poetry. There remains sonic of the king’s trou- 
badour compositions ; hut these unimportant fragments only serve to show 
that the Plantagenets were still foreigners, and that the English language 
had not recovered from the blow aimed at its extinction by the Norman 
invaders. 

This was the age of chivalry, of giants, enchanters, dragons, spells, and 
a thousand wonders. The virtuous knight fought not only in his owui 
(piarrel, but in that of the innocent, of the helpless, and, above all, of the 
fair, whom he supposed to be under the guardianship of his valiant arm. 
The great independence of men, made personal honour and fidelity the 
chief tics among them * and the solemnities of single combat, as establiaiiCii^ 
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by law, banished the notion of everything unfair or unequal in rencontres. 
It was on these lofty ideas of chivalry, that modern gallantry and lionour 
originated ; and which refine and polish, if they do not add to the sterling 
virtues of social life. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1189* Richard was the third, but eldest 
surviving son of Henry II. He released 
his mother Eleanor, who had been prisoner 
sixteen years, and bestowed on her the 
administration of government during his 
absence. 

Juiif 20. Did homage to the king of 
France, and was crowned duke of Nor- 
mandy, at Rouen. 

Sept, 3. Crojvned at Westminster, when 
the mob falling upon |he Jews, who came 
to offer presents, murdered many, and 
plundered their houses. The example of 
the Londoners was followed at Norwich, 
Lincoln, and York: at the last place, the 
Jews defeudcil themselves in the castle, 
and rather than fall into the hands of their 
enemies, cut their own throats. 

Preparations for the Crusade, to defray 
the ex[^«nses of which Richard sold almost 
all the crown lands, and said, if he could 
meet with a purchaser, he would sell Lon- 
don itself. 

Dec. II. Richard embarked at Dover 
for Calais; joined Philip of France at Vc- 
lelai, and after they had concerted int a- 
sures they marched to Lyons, when their 
army consisted of aliove 100,000 men. 
and there separated ; Philip taking the 
road to Genoa, Richard to Marseilles. 

1190. Aufj, 7. He saiUd from thence 
with a large fleet to Messina, hut was dis- 
persed by a storm. Richard seized a castle 
near Messina, but was repulsed. 

1191. The sun totally eclipsed. 

Longchamp and the hishop of Durham. 

the regents in England, disagree<l, and 
Longchamp assumed the whole manage- 
ment, which occasioned his being ^ned, 
condemnerl, and imprisoned, by prince 
John, who also ejected him out of the re- 
gency, The pope espousing Longchamjj’s 
cause, as he was archbishop of C.tnt»‘rbur)', 
ordered John to be excommunicated, but the 
English clergy refused to obey the ordiv. 

April 10. Richard sails fr< n Messina, 
after lingering there six montiis. 

Alay. He conquers the island of Cyprus, 
and there marries Berengaria, daughter t i 
the king of Navarre. 

July 12. The kings of England and 
France take the city Acre. 

The two kings fall out, whereupon the 
French king returns home. 

Auy, 18. Richard lieheoded near uOOO 
of bis Turkish prisoners, for Suladiri’s 
not abearving the articles of the tmte^ and 


Saladiu followed his example, at the ex- 
pense of the lives of home thousands of 
Christians. 

Sept, Richard obtained a great vic- 
tory over Saladiu, and repaired the cities 
that had been dismantled, namely, .Ascaloii, 
Joppa, and Caesarea. He next defeattMl 
a Turkish corps of 10,000, who were 
guarding a caravan to Jerusalem, lie took 
on this occasion 3000 loaded camels and 
4000 mules, and an immense booty, which 
he gave to his troops. He soon after found 
the Italian, Burgundian, and Austrian 
troops desert him. 

!I9*2. S'T?/. 25. Richard made a truce 
with Saladin ; and left the holy land. 

Oct. Riv'hanl embarked for Kngl.ind, 
and was shipwrecked near A<pjiieia, but 
taking the mail to Vienna, he was seized 
by the duke of Austria, who sent him 
prisoner to the emperor, and ha was ar- 
raigned Hi a criminal before the diet of the. 
empire, where he pleaded his cause so wrll 
as to gain all the (lennan princes in his 
favour, but the avaricious emjieror. 

Grain so scarce in England that wheat 
was sidd for 20z. per quarter, equal to f)/. 
of the present money. 

A fever raged, which lasted five months, 
that carried off innumerable multitudes of 
people, 

1 103. A synod held at York. 

March 4. Saladin. the greateal of Mus- 
suhnuii princes, dies at Damascus. 

(treat sums raised by the English : for 
the king’s ransom, 100,000 marks. 

1194. Feh.A, Richard released. 

March 20. lie returned to England, and 
landed at .Sandwich, where he was recei\cd 
with every mark of fidelity from his Mth- 
jects, after an absence of four years. 

Soon after Richard's arrival he retliiced 
his brother's party, cited bini to appear 
before him, to which he ditl not comply, 
and was therefore condemned to lose »il 
his posscftions and be rendered incapable 
of iriheritiiig the crown. 

Richard again crowned at Westminster, 
and the king of Scotland assistetl at the 
ceremony, carrying the sword of state 
before the king. 

A war between England and France, 
which lasted f or years. ^ 

May 12. Richard embarks for France, m 
company with the queen*s mother, with a 
fleet of 100 ship*. 

In Septemher the lung sent itinerant jus- 
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tices through all the counties of England, 
who were to proceed in doing Justice ac- 
curding to the laws. 

The French king pulls out the eyes of 
the English prisoners, which Richard re- 
taliates. 

1195. Philip of Spain endeavours to set 
Richard and his brother John at variance, 
but John established his innocence, and is 
reconciled to the king. 

A synod held at York. 

1190. April, A sedition in London, 
headed by William Fitz Osbert, on account 
of taxes, but it was suppressed by the jus- 
ticiary, who executed the ringleaders. 

1197. Richard obtains a great victory 
over the French. 

A great famine throughout England, 
attended with a mortality. During this 
fainino Richard found some ships at St. 
Valeri full of corn exported from England; 
he ordered all the people belonging to the 
vessels to be hanged, and sent the corn back. 

1198. Richard is wounded with a poison- 
ed rrrow, of which wound he died, April 
the Gth, 1199, in the forty -first year of his 
age, and the tenth year of his reign. 

liis body was buiied at the feet of his 
father, ut Fonteveraud, his head iit Rouen, 
and his lion heart ut Charron in Poictou, 
according hi his own orders. 

He left no issue. * 

The king receivctl the wound of which 
he died, at the siege of the castle of 
Ohaluz, belonging to one* of his vassals, 
Widomar, sheriff of Liinosiu; Widomar 
had found a treasure of gold in his own 
land, part whereof he sent to the king, but 
nothing less than the whole would satUfy 
Richard ; which Widomar refusing to part 
with, the king besieged his castle, and 
there received his death. 

Ireland remained under the government 
(•f earl John, and his deputies, during this 
reign. 

Richard was the first king of England 
that bore on hrs shield three lions passant. 

TAXES IN TlflH RBION. 

In the first year, a scutage of 10«. for 
every knight’s fee. 

In the second year, towards the king’s ex- 
pedition to the holy land, two saddle horses, 
an<l two Sumpter horses were taken of 
every city ; of every abbey, one saddle- 
horse and one sumpter horse ; and of every 
of the king's manors as of the abbeys, 
and great part of the crown lands sold. 

For his ransom, when prisoner to the 
emperor, of every knight's fee ‘iOs., a fourth 
part of the rents of the laity, a fou . th part 
of the rents of some clerks, and a tenth of 
others; all the gold and silver the churches 
had, and all the wool of that year of the 
Cistercian monks, and the order of Sem- 
plingham, arnouiitiiig to 150,000 marks. 


Of every plough-land, 2#. of the hus- 
bandmen or occupiers. 

Of every knight's fee, a third part of 
the service for his expedition into Nor- 
mandy; of the Cistercians, the king de- 
manded their wool, for which they com- 
pounded. 

Fur the liberty of tournament every earl 
gave twenty marks, every baron ten marks, 
every landed knight four marks, and every 
knight of fortune two marks. 

1185, 119G. In these two years were 
raised 1,000,000 marks, l)ut not naid how ; 
also an aid of live shillings of every plough- 
land. 

Great sums also raised by seizures, fines 
on the renewal uf charters, compositions, 
and sale of the demesne lands. 


MISCELLANIES. 

Among the minor events of the reign 
may he mentioned the restoration of the 
use of the cross bow, from which Richard 
received his death. Coats of arms were 
first introduced into Europe about this 
time. The knights, cased up in armour, 
had no way of making themselves known 
and distinguished in battle, but by the 
device.s on their shields ; these were adopted 
by their posterity, who were proud of the 
virtues and military enterprises of their 
ancestors. Many of the mottoes were ex- 
cellent, and are still borne by our ancient 
nobility. 

The government of the city of London 
began to asKiime a regular form : it w^as 
divided into several corpoialioiis, societies, 
guilds, or companies. The cuizens aUo 
obtained the privilege to be governed by 
two l)ailifl’8 or sheriffs ; and to have a mayor 
to be their principal governor, who was 
chosen for life. 

As in those days neither the king nor 
his nobles were much restrained by con- 
siderations of justice, it is not surprising 
there were lesser personages to emolute. 
their lawless example. One of the most 
popular of these vagabonds was the re- 
nowned Robin Hood. The principal soone 
of his depredations was Sherwoiul Forest ; 
where he and his companion Little John, 
and 100 more stout, fellows, levied contri- 
bution on every person they met on the 
highway. It is said that he was of noble 
blood, an earl at least, reduced to a lawle.ss 
course of life by riotous living. Procla- 
mation being issued for his apprehension, 
he fell sick at the nunnery of Berkeley, 
when' desiring to be let blood, he was be- 
trayed by n monk, and suffere«l to Meed to 
death. Sir Richard Baker says, He was 
honestly dishonest, for he selcfom hnrt any 
man, never any woman, spared the poor, 
and only made prey of the rich.’* 
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A hide of land, or about 1 20 acres, was 
cuminoiily let at twenty shilling's a year, 
money of the time. As there were 24‘1,6()0 
hides in Biigland, it is easy to compute 
the entire rental of the kingdom. The 
]»rice of an ox was, four shillings ; of a 
)cil>ouriiig horse, the same; of a sow, one 
; of a sheep with fine wool, ten- 
pence ; with coarse wool, sixpence. These 


commodities had not advanced in price 
since the Conquest. 

Two Icgisla'ive charters were granted by 
Richard, one for establishing uniformity 
of weights and measures ; the other rmti 
gating the law of wrecks, by which tho 
goods of vessels losA were granted to tbo 
owners or their relatives, iu lieu of the 
crown. 


JOHN. AD. 1199 to 121C. 

The cnaracter of this king is represented without one redeeming virtue, 
a complication of mean and revolting vices, alike ruinous to himself ami 
destructive to. the people. Cowardice, arrogance, sloth, licentiousness, 
ingratitude, tyranny, lind cruelty are all attributed to him. Hut though lie 
was unquestionably the most contemptible of nionarchs, his reigu forms 
a distinguished epoch in our national annals. Indeed it is to the personal 
defects of the king that may be mainly ascribed the great progress made 
in the establishment of better government at the commencement of the 
thirteenth century. Had not the barons sulferefl, in common with tlic 
nation, from the exercise of irresponsible power, it is not likely they 
would have been so unanimous in their determination to curb the eccen- 
tricities of the sovereign. 

The great charter, however, was considered rather a public recognition 
of dormant immunities than a concession flf new privileges. Hut even 
this indicated a progression in society, for it was no slight step in consti- 
tutional liberty to have acknowledged, and deliiied j.)y a public law, rights 
wliich were previously vague or obsolete. 

The barons’ wars had other results; beside the grant of immunities 
to themselves and the clergy, they extorted valuable concessions in favour 
of the body of the pcojile, as wc may kurn from the following ordinances, 
which sufficiently denote the nature of the evils previously existing: — 

Magna Charta ordains that all freemen shall be allowed to go out of 
the kingdom, and return to it at plca.sure ; one weight and one measure 
shall be established throughout the kingdom ; courts of justice shall be 
stationary, and not ambulatory with the king. Circuits were to be 
held regularly every year ; and justice no longer to be sold, refused, or 
delayed. Merchants to be allowed U» transact all business without 
being exposed to tolls and iinjwsitioiis. No freeman to be taken or im- 
prisoned, or dispossessed of his free tenement or liberties, or outlawed, 
or banished, or anywise hur^ or injured, unless by t!ie legal judgment 
of his peers, or the law of the laud. Lastly, there was a stipulation 
in favour of the villains, the rnosL numerous class probably in the king- 
dom, and which hitherto h;i 1 been con.sidcred unworthy of legislative 
notice. It was ordained, that they should not be deprived, by any fine, 
of their carls, ploughs, and implements of industry. 

Civil liberty had yet, however, made little progress. Laws were only 
arbitrary edicts issued by the king, with tlic consent of his privy council. 
According to feudal principles, ail property was held the king, on con- 
sideration of certain service?. When a baron died, the king iirincdiutely 
took piwession of the estate; and the heir was obliged to make appb- 
ration to the crown, and desire that ht might be admitted to do homage 
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for his land, and pay a composition to the king. This composition was 
arbitrary, and frequently exorbitant: the king keeping possession of the 
estate till it was paid. If the heir were a female, the king was entitled to 
otfer her any husband he thought proper of the same rank ; and if she 
refused him she forfeited her land. Even a male heir could not marry 
without the royal consent ; and it was usual for men to ])ay large si^s 
for the liberty of choosing a wife. Justice was a regular article of trafm;, 
even in the king’s court, and in Madox’s History of the Exchequer there 
are numerous instances of the sums paid for the delaying, expediting, sus- 
pending, and, doubtless, preventing justice. 


EVENTS AND 

119;). John, the sixth and younj^est son 
of Ileniy II., succeeded to the ciowii by 
the a{q)uintment of his brother Richard, 
though Arthur, then in bis twelfth year, 
and the son of Geoffrey, king Henry’s 
fourth son, was living. 

ytpril 25. John takes jwssessit)!! of the 
late king’s treasures, also of the <lnchy of 
Normandy, and is girt with the sword of 
that uuchy. Maine, Tonraine and Anjou, 
esj'oiised the claim of Artliur, and J<»hii 
sacked the two cities of Mans an<l Angers. 

May 2.5. John arrived at Shoreham, 
wliere lie landed, and came the next day to 
Lo.’nlon. 

Mtuj 27. Crowned nt tV^ slmind^, by 
Iliil»ert, archbishop of f ’anteiluiry, who, u.s 
a recoinpence for his fidelity, is made 
cliaocellor of England, and he was the 
lb. St archbishop vested with tlmt office. 

John divorces his wife Alice, and marries 
Isabella, a celebrated beauty, daughter of 
tile, earl of -Angouleme, betrothed before to 
Hugh, earl of March. 

l‘-t)0. The French king sets up prince 
Arthur against king John j but a treaty of 
jieace is concluded between them. 

A synod, held at Westminster, reguhates 
the divine service, hy forbidding either 
huddling the prayers, or drawing them out 
to a sleepy negligence. 

John publishes tlie famous edict of 
Hastings, in which he asserts bis dominion 
over tbe British seas, and commands his 
captains to seize all ships that do not 
strike their topsails to them, even though 
they are the ships of a friendly power. 

Jtoic 19. John sot sail for Normandy 
with a numerous army, from Shoreham, 
but soon after returned to England. 

Oct* H. King John crowned a second 
time, with his queen Habellai at West- 
minster. 

22. The king held a famous par- 
liament at Lincoln, where William, king 
of Scotland, did him homage in the sight 
of all the piMiple. 

The nations of Christendom W€»re thrown 
into consternation by the commentators on 
the Apocalypse. They taught, that at the 


OCCURRENCES. 

end of the year 1200 expired the term of 
1000 years during which thoMlevil was to 
be bound in the bottomless pit (Rev. xx. 
I — 3), and left it*to the imagination of 
their hearers to conceive the mischief he 
would cause now he was at liberty. 

1201. March 25. The king crowned a 
third time at Canterbury. 

The barons refuse to attend the king in 
his wars abroad. 

A war commenced against France. 

1202. Aprti 14. John is crowned a 
fourth time at Canterbury. 

Any. 1. He obtains a great victory, and 
takes his nephew, prince Arthur, prisoner, 
and his sister Eleanor. Arthur soon after 
(lied ill prison, whether a violent or natural 
death, is uncertain ; but historians gene- 
rally mention his being niurdertMl by the 
king's own hand. 

Twenty-two nobleman starved to death 
by order of John, in rorfe castle. 

Bowley abbey built by king John. 

He is summoned by Philip, king of 
France, to answer concerning the death of 
his nephew Arthur; and not appearing, is 
adjiulgcd guilty of his murder, and as a 
traitor to Philip, to foifeit the dominions 
he held of the crown of France, which 
Philip endeavoured to seize. 

Assize of bread first fixed throughout the 
realm, on the principle that in a (juarter of 
wheat, supposed to weigh 512 iH>unds, the 
baker, after deducting every ex|^nse, 
should make a clear profit of three pennies. 
A scale was made of the price of wheat, 
from 2z. the quarter the lowest, to 6s. the 
highest price know n ; and opposite each 
price was fixed the corresponding weight 
of the quartern loaf, to be sold for one 
farthing (jqvadroKie)* At 2r. the quarter 
the weight of the loaf was fixed at Jibs. ; 
at fin., at 9 01 , 12 dwts. 

1203. Philip takes irony of John’s towns 
in Normandy, 

1204. June 1. Rouen, the capital of 
Normandy, with the whole duchy, con- 
quered by the French, after having bctii 
300 years separated from tbe crown of 
France. 
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Constantinople taken by the French and 
Venetians. 

The inquisition first established. 

John laid heavy taxes on his subjects, 
ivhich occasioned discontents. 

The most ancient writ of summons to 
parliament was this year directed to the 
bishop of Salisbury. 

Oct, In a great council it is enacted, 
that in loans of money, and in mercautil 
transactions, no pennies shall pass but 
Such as are of full weight. But for the 
relief of the poor, in the purchase of pro- 
visions, the old coin was allowed to be cur- 
rent if it had not lost more than one-eightl 
of its weight. 

1205. Johri levies a heavy tax upon the 
English barons, for deserting his service in 
Normandy. 

Queen Eleanor died in a very advanced 
age; also Peter, of Colechurch, who first 
began building London-bridge with stone. 

Upon the death of Hubert, the monks 
of Canterbury proceed to an election, 
without the king's leave, and chose Regi- 
nald, their sub-prior, for their bishop. They 
afterwards, at the instance of the king, 
chose John Gray, bishop of Norwich, for 
their archbishop. The suffragan bishops 
claimed the right to elect their metropo- 
litan. But the pope maintained the right 
of the monks. 

1206. John makes an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to recover his Norman dominions. 
The Emperor of Germany visited England. 

A synod held ai Reading, and another 
at Pipewel! in Northamptonshire. 

1207. The pope rejects both archbishops, 
and obliges the monks, then at Rome, to 
choose cardinal Stephen Langton ; where- 
upon John drives the monks of Canterbury 
out of England, and confiscates their goods. 

1208. March 2*3. The pope lays the 
kingdom under an interdict. The king 
confiscates the lands and floods of all the ‘ 
clergy that olieyed the interdict, and ba- 
nishes the bishops. During the interdict ^ 
the churches were closed ; no hell w as 
tolled, no service solemnly performed ; the 
administration of the sacraments, except to 
infants and to the dying, was p(?,hibit*^d ; 
and the bodies of the dead were silently 
buriivl in unconsecrated ground. But m ir- 
riages were performed, and wot eii were 
churched, at the church door. The j eople 
were also called together on Sunda.ys to hear 
sermons and pr^ers in the church-yards. 

1209. AW. The j>ojie excommunicates 
the king, and requires alt his subjects to 
abandon him, 

John grants peace to the Scots, who did 
him homage, as dtd the prince of Wales. 

He cAUiMul all his vassals to render their 
|iomag«. 

121 0* The king subdues the Insh, and 


brings them under the English laws. Going 
over to Dublin, he received the homage 
and fealty of twenty Irish princes. He 
was successliil also against the Welsli, 
and laid taxes on the clergy to the amount 
of 100,000/. 

1211. The pope absolved the king’s 
subjects from tlieir allegiance to him, and 
required them to avoid his presence and 
conversation. 

Jug, 10. John arrived in England from 
Dublin. 

1212. Jufy 10. Great part of London 
burnt down by a fire ; it began in South- 
wark, and having consumed the church of 
St. Mary Overy, went on to the bridge, 
and whilst some weie quenching the flames, 
the houses at the other end took fire, 
so that numbers were enclosed ; many of 
them were forced to leap into the Thames, 
whilst others crowding into boats that 
came to their relief were the cause of their 
own destruction, the boats and people sink- 
fng together; near dOOO people perished 
by this accident, partly by water, and 
partly by fire. 

The Welsh infested the English borders 
again, and the king hung twenty-eight of 
their sons whom he had taken a.s hostages. 

Ho demanded hostages of the nobility 
for tl^ir allegiance. 

The pope deposes king John, and gives 
his kingdom to the French king, which 
induced John to ]>romise the king of Mo- 
rocco to hold his kingdom of him, and to 
forsake his religion if he would aid him. 
Loudon bridge finished, built of stone. 

1213. The French king preparing to in- 
vade England, John is compelled to submit 
to the pope’s terms. 

A/ay 15. The king performs all the de- 
grading cerenioinals of resignation, homage, 
and fealty to the po))e, and submitting to 
hold his kingdom as tributary to him, at 
the yearly rent of 1000 marks, was ab- 
solved. 

The bishops and barons enter into a con- 
federacy against the king. 

The king confirms the donation or resig- 
nation of his dominions to the poi)e, in a 
solemn a»j»eml)ly of the clergy aijiJ laity. 

12 14. J^u/y 2. T*he interdict releasiMl, 
after it had continued al>ove six years. 

Ju/y 27. John, defeated in the battle 
of Bouvines, returns to V^gland. 

1215. Thu barons resolve to coerce the 
king. 

Jau, 15. John grants the custody *>f 
collegiate churches, and freedom of i'p>*‘‘ 
copal election, to the clergy. „ 

/'5pA. 2. Orders the sheriffs to assembh*- 
the freemen of the several counties, and 
tender to them the oath of allegiance. I*** 
takes the enms, and vows to wage wsi 
against the infidels. 
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Mar, 19. The pope, in a letter to LaO); 
ton, reprehends the turbulence of the 
barons. 

The barons assembled in Easter week at 
Sfamford,with 2000 knights, their esquires 
and followers, and proceeded to make their 
demands of the king, who lay at Oxford. 

May 24. Barons arrive in London, and 
threaten to treat as enemies all who do not 
join “ the army of God and of the holy 
clnirch.’’ 

June 1 .' 7 . Conference of the king and the 
barons at Runnymcad, between Staines and 
Windsor. Great charter of liberties con- 
ceded by the king. 

June 27. Suspicions entertained of the 
king’s sincerity, in consequence of which a 
great tournament, proposed to be held by 
the barons at Stamf^ord, in commemoration 
of their triumph, is postponed. 

-hty. Great charter annulled by the 
pope. 

Oct, John prepares for war with the 
barons. 

Dec, 16. Some of the confederated barons 
excommunicated by name, and London laid 
under an interdict. Meanwhile the king 
ravages the midland counties with hoidt*.s 
of foreign mercenaries. 

1216. Jan, John resolves to wreak his 
vengeance on Alexander, the yoiuig king 
of Scots ; after laying waste the northern 
counties, he continues his devastating ca- 
reer to Edinburgh. 

ApriL Barons offer the crown to Louis, 
king of France. 

May .30. The French land at Sandwich, 
and king John withdraws to Bristol. 

Oct. 14. The king being much harassed 
proceeds into Lincolnshire, over the washes 
between that county and Norfolk, where he 
lost many of his forces, with all his trea- 
sure, baggage, and regalia, and himself 
narrowly e.scaped with life. 

The barons did homage, and swore fealty 
to Louis, as king of England. 

The twelfth council of Late ran held. 

Ocl. W), King John died of fatigue, 
anxiety, or poison, at the castle of Newark, 
in the forty-ninth year of his age and the 
seventeenth of his reign. He was first 
taken ill at the convent of Swineshead, 
from which he had been removed by easy 
stages. Ho was burie«l, according to his 
own appointment, at the cathedral church 
of Worcester, between the* effigies of 8t. 
(Jswald and St. Wulstau. 

He was tho first king of England who 
coined sterlini^ money, and gave the Cinque 
Ports their privileges. 

TXXKS IN THIS UVION. 

1190. A scutage of two marks of every 
knight's fee, 

1200. Three shillings of every plough- 
land. 


1201. Two marks of every knight's fee, 
who had license to stay at home. 

1203. John took a seventh part of all 
the earls’ and barons’ goods that left him 
in Normandy. 

1204. Parliament granted a scutage of 
two marks and a half on every knight's fee. 

120r). He levied a vast sum of money 
upon the earls and barons that refused to 
follow him beyond sea. 

1207. He took a thirteenth part of all 
moveables, as well of laics as ecclesiastics. 

1210. He forced from the abbeys and 
monasteries 140,000/. 

1211. He had two marks scutage of 
every knight's fee. 

1214. He took three ntarks of every 
knight's fee that was not with him at 
Poictou. • 

KlNa's ISSUE. 

1. Henry, his eldest son, afterwards 
Henry III., born Oct. 1, 1207. *2. Richard, 
afterwards king of the Romans, born 120S. 
He had also three daughters, Joan, the 
eldest, married to Alexander, king of Scots ; 
Eleanor, the second, married to William 
Marshall, and, after his deaih. to Simon 
Montfort, earl of Leicester; Isabel, the 
third, married to Frederic II., emperor of 
Germany. 

His illegitimate issue were numerous. 
Nine sons and one daughter are mentioned 
by historians. Isabella, to punish his in- 
fidelity, imitated the conduct of her hus- 
band. But John was not to be insulted 
with impunity. lie hanged her gallants 
over her bed. 

KDUCATION AND SCIKNCK. 

The branches of learning chiefly culti- 
vated from the death of William 1. to that 
of John were grammar, rhetoric, theolov;y, 
the canon, civil, and common law, mathe- 
matics and medicine. Metaphysics and ^ 
natural philosophy were taught hut lu t 
understood. The study of languages was 
j pursued with ardour, especially the V tench 
and Ijalin ; the former helng the language 
of the court, the latter of the learned, and 
of all who aspired to any reputatiun for 
learning. Latin was not only the language 
of tho liturgies of the church, but that in 
which all the sciences were taught, all 
books composed, all accounts kept, all 
letters of business or compliment written, 
in which all scholars daily conversed, many 
of the clergy preached, not only before 
synods and councils, but even the common 
people. 

Arithmetic could not have mado much 
progress, as it is doubtful whether the 
Arabian figures for representing numbers 
had been introduced. From ilie revenue 
rolls of King John it pears that they 
were not then used in the Exchequer $ for 
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all the sums in the rolls are marked in 
Roman numerals. Both algebra and de- 
cimal ciphering were known in Knrope, 
and it is probable that Robert of Reading. 
Adelard, and some others of the learned 
among the English who had travelled in 
Spain and Egypt, had some knowledge of 
the Arabian nutation, though not generally 
used. That the Elements of Euclid, an^ 
some utlier treatises on geometry had been 
translated out of the Greek and Arabic 
languages, there is the clearest evidence ; 
but they were not much studied, and, as 
a couseipience, little could be known of 
the kindred sciences of geography, navi- 
gation, and astronomy. 

The medical schools ol Salernum in 
Italy, and of Montpelier in France, were 
famous in those times, afid frequente<I by 
persons from all parts of Europe. Medi- 
cine was also taught in the universities of 
Paris and Oxford. The clergy were the 
chief practitioners, an<l there are few names 
01 eminence in the healing art who were | 
not priests or monks. That it had made j 
some progress towauis a science we may j 
infer from the fact of a separation having | 
taken place in the duties of the surgeon 
and physician. 

In the darkest of the middle ages were 
numerous seminaries of learning. Next 
to the universities, the principal were the 
episcopal or cathedral schools. In these, 
young men were educated fur the service 
of the church, aiul the bishop was the 
chief if not the only teacher. Attached 
almost to every convent was a schtw 1, 
more or less famous. Of the extent to 
which these had been multiplied some idea 
may he formed from the nuinenm.s reli- 
gious houses founded since the Coiiqnest, 
amounting to no fewer than In the 

conventual schools, besides Latin and 
^church music, the young monks were care- 
fully instructed in caligraphy, and those 
who excelled in the art were employed in 
the scriptorium, or writing-chamber, tran* 
cribing books for the use of the church 
and libraiy. There were also schools in 
the nunneries for instructing the nuns in 
the Greek and Hebrew languages, physic, 
and divinity. 

In the chief cities and towns we* « the 
illustrious schools in which youth wr-e 
taught grammar, logic, and other 1 i inches 
of learning. William Fitz-Sleplien, who 
lived in the reign of Henry II., says that 
there were three of these illustrious schools 
firmly established in I/nidon, l>esides others 
that were occasionally opened by such 
masters as had obtained a high reputation 
for learning. The teachers of these appear 
to have been licensed, as the last canor .f 
the council of Westminster, held 
prohibits the scholaKtics of cathedrals from 


taking money for licenses to teachers of 
schools in towns and villages. 

Education and science must have been 
greatly promoted by the discovery of the 
art of making paper. It is unknown to 
whom the merit of this important invention 
is due. At first it was made of cotton, and 
on that account c.illcd charta hantbirymi, 
or cotfoii paper. Towar<ls the end of the 
eleventh or the beginning of the twelfih 
century it began to be made of linen rags, 
as at present. 

The clergy were all in all, and religion 
formed part of every exhibition. Theatri 
cal spectacles were of a spiritual character , 
the dramatis persona! lieing filUd by eccle- 
siastics, who, clothed in sacred vestments, 
represented the scripture miracles, and tlio 
siitferings of the martyrs. 

LE.in.NEt) .MKN. A.I). lOGOto 1*21^. 

Ingnlph. burn 1030, died 1109. lie was 
secretary to William I., and is celebrated 
for his excellent history of the abbey of 
Croyland, in Lincolirshire, of which he w as 
abbot. Into this work he has introduced 
imich of the general history of the period, 
with a viifiety of curious anecdotes. 

Laufranc, archbishop of Canterbury; born 
at Pavia, 1005, died 10^9. He is reckon- 
ed thej>mo>l learneil man of the age. 
His writings consist of Commentaries on 
St. Paul's Epistles, stumons, and his famous 
Treatise on tlie Eucharist. 

.■\.n.selin. discijde and successor of Lan- 
franc, was born at .Aoust, 1031, died, 1109. 
He was one of the most voluminous writers 
of the age, cbietly in logic and metaphy- 
sics, aii<l the application of them to theo. 
logy. He was oae of the fathers of scho- 
lastic divinity. 

Kmlmcrus was the author of a valii >ble 
history of the atfai-s of England in his own 
time, from 1066 to 1122. 

Turgot, a contemporary of Kadmenis, 
was ail Anglo S.ixoii of good family in 
Lincolnshire. He wrote a history of the 
church of Durham, from 635 to 1096, in 
four books. Simeon, precentor of Durham, 
had the meanness to publish Turgot’s 
work in his own name, expunging only the 
pagCd that would have discovered the real 
author. 

Kotiert While, a distingui-^hed lecturer 
at GxforcL lie was made chancellor at 
Rome by Eugfinitis III,, and is supposed 
to have died about 1150. 

Nicholas Breakspear, the only English* 
man who ever sat in St. Peter's chair^ was 
lorn near St. Alban's, and was of very 
humble origin. After many vicissitudes, 
he became pope in 1154, under tho name 
of Adrian IV. 

William of Malmsbury stands at tha 
head of the historians of the twelfth ceu* 
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tury. He wag a mont diligent and vera- 
cious author, and wrote a history of En^^- 
liind from the arrival of the Saxons in 4iU 
to the 26ih of Henry I. He is also author 
of a church history. The life of this ex> 
cellent |)er8on was spent in the humble 
station of monk and library-keeper in the 
abl'ey of Malmsbury, where he died in 
11 43. 

Uo^cr de Hoveden was domestic chap- 
la u to Henry II. He composed the an- 
nals of England from 731 to 1202. They 
comprise valuable facts, but have no other 
merit. 

Gervase t)f Canterbury was one of the 
vitlumiijuiis historians of this period. Be- 
sides his Oironicle of the Kinj^ of Kit);- 
land from 1 122 to 1200, he wrote the Lives 
of the Archbishops of Canterbury from Au- 
jjustine to Hubert. 

Benedict, abbot of Peterborouj^h, was an 
author of hif^h repute. He wrote a Life 
of Archbishop Becket, and a History of 
Henry ll. and Richard I. 

Peter *>f Blois was born 1 120, at the city 
in Prarce from wlienco he derived bis 
iiaroe. He was an eminent theolo{;;;iaii, 
and liist used the famous word traiisubstan- 
tiatioo, wliicli was soon after adopted by the 
chnrcli of Home. His print* I works consist 
of letters, sermons, and truits. ^ 

Giraldus t’ambrensis w'as a Welshman, 
ns the name imports* He became bishop 
of 8t. David's, and besides bis wiitin^s, is 
Celebrated for his contest witli .-Irchbishop 
Hubert, who opposed his elevation to that 
see. 'I'he dispute involved him in a litiga- 
tion of five years* duratu»M, and cost him 
three journeys to Uoiiu*, ami after all he 
was defeateil by his powerf il antajxonist. 

Henry of Huntingdon, John of Salis- 
bury, William Little, and Ralph de Diceto, 
may also be included amonj; the lejirned 
of the period from the CoiKjuest to Mugiia 
Churta. 


MiSCKl.I.VNlKS, 

Liberty of all kinds was vendible in the 
rei;;n of John ; even that of commerce and 
connuliial ri|;ht8. The men of Worcester 
paid the kin^ 100 shillines that they 
mij'ht have tlie liberty of selling and buy- 
ing dyed cloth as formerly. Geoilrey Fiti- 
Pierre gave two good Norway hawks fur 
leave to export a hundred weight of cheese 
out of the king's dominions. The arch- 
deacon of Wells gave one tun of wine fur 
leave to csirry GOO seams of corn whither he 
would. Peter Paruis gave twenty marks 
for leave to salt fishes, us Peter Chevalier 
Used to do. Thu wife of Hugh de Neville 
g ive the king 200 hens That she might lie 
With her husband one night; who most 


probably was a prisoner. Richard de Neville 
gave twenty palfreys to obtain the king’s 
request to IsoMa Bisset, that she should 
taxe him for a husband. Roger Fitz- 
Walter gave three good palfreys, to have 
the king’s letter to Roger Bertram’s mother, 
that she should marry him. The bishop of 
Winchester gave one tun of good wine, for 
his not putting the king in mind to give a 
girdle to the countess of Alberinarle. 
Robert de Veaux gave five of the best pal- 
freys, tliat the king would hold bis tongue 
about Henry Pinel’s wife. Eling, the dean, 
paid 100 marks that his concubine and his 
children might be let out upon bail. Seve- 
ral more instances might l)e mentioned, 
but these will be sufficient ts illustrate the 
manners of the times, and show the sort of 
commerce carried*on betwixt the king and 
his subjects. 

Among other curious traits of this period, 
may be mentioned the French champion, 
who came over to fight any one who should 
assert, that Philip, king of France, liad 
done wrong to John. To put down this 
braggiducio, an Irish lord, of gigaii:ic 
stature, and known intrepidity, then con- 
fined in the Tower, was selected. While 
he was recovering his strength, impaired 
by impriNonment, the French Hector, hear- 
ing of his prodigious power, withdrew pri- 
vately into Spain, not daring to appear m 
France or England. The strength of tliis 
Irishman was so great, that he could cleave 
a helmet in two with a blow of h»s sword 
As a principal part of jurisprudence was 
administered by single combat, John used 
to keep a number of bravoes destined to 
fight with his barons, wlien any contro- 
versy arose between him and them. 

The right of eleciiig the lortl-mayor an- 
nually was given by cliarter to the city of 
London. It also hail power to remove its 
shi-riiis at pleasure, and Us common-coiin- 
cilnien annually. 

The great charter was ratified four times 
by Henry HL, twice by Edward I., fifiecii 
times by Valwaid III- seven tunes by 
Richard II.. six times by Henry IV., and 
ouc‘* by Henry V. 

Christians were prohibited from lending 
money at interest, which was called uMiry ; 
and those who were convicted of it were 
punished by excommunication and the for- 
feiture of all their goods. By tiiese imjHJ- 
litic laws the business of lending money 
became a monopoly in the hands of the 
Jews, who realized exorbitant profits. This 
was one cause of their unpopularity 

The Anglo-Normans hail only two stated 
meahs a day, dinner and supper. Tlio 
time of dinner was nine in the ioreuuon ; 
of supper, five in the afternoon. 
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HENRY III. A.D. 1216 to 1272. 

Historians generally agree in the uninteresting nature of this long and 
disorderly reign. Henry had no great virtue save piety, nor any prominent 
vice save covetousness. But though his personal history is void of interest, 
the general history of the period derives importance from exhibiting the ele- 
ments of the constitution in violent agitation, and ultimately forming the 
basal outline of the existing structure. 

When the barons first took up arms against John, they vindicated the 
right of resistance to oppression, and showed tliat there were limits to the 
exercise of power over which the sovereign could not trespass with im- 
punity. But though this w'as a salutary lesson to the monarch, and an in- 
spiriting example to the nation, it was unaccompanied with the establisli- 
ment of any boundary line by which the claims of the contending parties 
might have been placed beyond dispute. This guarantee against future 
contest was only obtfflned in the second stage of the baronial wars, when, 
by the grant of the Great Charter, a specific recognition of national rights 
was obtained. Even this would have proved a feeble barrier against regal 
despotism, without the establishment of a permanent assembly, in which 
should be vested the power of granting, or withholding, the public sujiplies 
Hence the unspeakable importance of the new constitution given to parlia- 
ment during this reign, and which forms the third and conclusive e])och in 
the struggles between the aristocracy and the crown. 

Hitherto the prelates and barons had alone formed the constituent parts 
of parliament. Returns were now ordered to be made nut only of two 
knights for each shire, but also of deputies^from the cities and boroughs; 
an order of men which had always been esteemed too mean to enjoy a 
place in the national councils. The value and efficacy of this new incorpo- 
ration became ultimately of vast importance ; hut it was a long period after 
before the commons began to exercise legislative functions : they continued 
for centuries later only to be called together to impose ta.xc.*^, not to make 
laws, that continuing a branch of the prerogative occasionally exercised by 
the sovereign even down to the period of the civil wars of the Common- 
wealth. 

There was little of fore ign war in this reign, and in favour of Henry’s 
weak but pacific sway it may he remarked, that the nation grew more ra- 
pidly in wealth and prosperity than it had done under any of his military 
progenitors. 


EVENTS ANP OCCURRENCES. 


1216. Henry of Winchester had just 
completed liis tenth year when he snccct d- 
cd his father. Louis was master ot 
capital, and the princes of Wales ami the 
king of Scotland acknowledged his autho- 
rity. Henry’s dependence was on the 
barons and foreigners who had remained 
faithful to John, and on the powerful pro- 
tection of the pope, to whom he did ho- 
mage for his dominions. 

Or/. 28. Henry crowned at (iloucester. 
In lieu of the crown, which hud been lost 
with the rest of the regalia, a plain circle 
of gold way placed his temples. 

Sov. 12. Great churter revised and con- 
firmed by a council h;ld at Bristol. * 


1217. yi/ay 19. Battle in the streets of 
Li.icoln, in which the dauphin’s troops, 
and the reliellious barons aie defeated. 

r/f'y. A French fleet coming to the as- 
sistance of the dauphin, was defeated. 
The dauphin airreed to (piit the kiii^'d<»m, 
upon having bOOO |M)undB for his voyage. 

The order of Franciscans or Cordeliers 

settled ill England, as did also the Domi** 
nicans. » 

1218. Feb. 22. Charter a second time 
confirmed, and severity of the forest laws 
mitigated. • 

New troubles occasioned by the restitu- 
tion of lands to the absolved barons, and 
the clergy complain of the legate’s exac- 
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tiuns ; but the regent, Lord Pembroke, sup- 
])urts the legate against the clergy, and 
ordered John's charters to be observed. 

1219. March 12. The earl of Pembroke 
died, and the bishop of Winchester suc- 
ceeded him as guard ian to the king, and 
protector of the kingdom. The regent v/us 
[)iiried in the round part of the Temple 
church. 

1220. Thomas-k-Becket’s bones were 
enshrined in gold set with precious stones, 
by the then archbishop of Canterbury. 

1221. Henry laid the first stone of the 
abbey church at Westminster, which re- 
mains a monument of the taste and archi- 
tecture of that age. 

Aug, 1. Some riv)toiis citizens of Lend n 
demolish the convent belonging to West- 
minster abbey, for whick| Constantine, the 
ringleader, is hanged, ana other rioters have 
their hands and feet cut off; the magis- 
trates of the city were turned out, and 
others appointed hy the king. 

1222. Cardinal Laiigton holds a synod 
at Oxford, in which a canon is made pro- 
hibiting clergymen from keeping concu- 
bi’u s public'y in their own houses, or going 
to them in other places so opeu.y us to oc- 
casion scandal. 

1223. Philip, king of Fiance, died, and 
his son Louis, who succeeded liiin, detjlared 
war against Knglaiul. 

The pope declared Henry of age, which 
the barons opjiose. 

1221. An insurrection hy Fawkes sup- 
prtssed, and Bedford castle razed to the 
ground. 

122o. Fch. 11. Parliament grants a fif- 
letMith on condition the charters shall tie 
c.niiirmed ; thus setting the first example 
of combining a grant of a supply wit!) a 
redress of grievances ; out of which the 
cliief reforms of the constitution have grown. 
The charters were not altered subsequently 
to this ratification. 

A decree that the concubines of pric\ts 
shoiiltl be denied Christian burial, and that 
the priests who kept concubines should 
do ])eiiance. 

Two impostors were executed, the one 
t u- pretending to be the Virgin Mary, and 
the other Mary Magdalen. 

1226. The ))ope demanded an annual 
Sum from every cathedral church and mo- 
ij.isti'iy in (3instendom, which was refused. 

1228. The king marches against the 
Welsh. 

1229. Archbishop Laiigton died, and the 
piipe promoted Richard Grant, chancellor 
ut Lincoln, to that see, by his sole authority* 
The pope collects the tenths of the whole 
kingdom with rigour. Lombard usurers 
Sent over, to lend money to such as were 
not able to pay ihe tenth down. The king 
raised money by unjust methods ; among 


others, he obliged the Jews to give him a 
third part of their substance. 

1230. The king was unsuccessful in the 
expedition against France, and returned to 
England. 

1 23 1 . Archbishop Grant died ; the pope 
refused to confirm the person elected by 
the chapter and ap])roved by the king, 
but comjielled them to elect Edmund of 
Abingtun. 

1232. Hubert de Burgo, chief justice 
and earl of Kent, was disgraced and irnpri 
soneil, and his treasures seized by the king. 

The Rolls chapel, Chancery-lane, built 
for converted Jews. 

1233. The king, preferring the Freuef. 

causes a rebellion. » 

1234. .7/>n7 1. The earl of Pembroke I’s 
killed, and the kin jj and barons reconciled. 

A method of conveying water to the city 
of London was brought into use. 

12 40. The scholars removed from Oxford 
to Cambridge, on account of the ill usage 
they received from the townsmen. 

Three hundred Romans sent into Eng- 
land by the pope, to be beneficed m the 
first cures that should become vacant. 

Tin mines first di8Ci»vered in Germany, 
which much low'ered the price in England ; 
for before that time none had been heard 
of out of England. 

The Italians were possessed of revenues 
in England to the value of 7(>,000 marks 
per annum, and the king's revenues scarcely 
amounted to one third oftluit sum. 

A synod held at Reading. 

1211. Eleanor, sister to Aithur, duke of 
Brit any, t«) whom the crown belonged liy 
lineal descent, died this year unmarried, 
having lH*en a prisoner thirty-nine years in 
the castle of Bristol. 

The parliament refused an aid to the king. 

A great dearth preceded by an earth- 
quake. 

1242. Mng 19. Henry, with thirty liogs- 
heads of silver, embarks at Portsmouth for 
France. 

Aldermen first electeil in London. 

A great plague in France, Italy, and 
Greece, that carried ofl near 100,000 
per. son 8. 

1243. A five years* truce agreed on be- 
tween England and France. 

The king's brother Richard married to 
Sanchea, third daughter to the count of 
Provence, the barons of Loudon officiating 
at the dinner as at a coronation. 

1244. The English exjielled France, and 
Henry confiscated the lands of the French. 

124r>. The king finished Westminster 
.Abbey in the manner it stands at present. 

1246. Tiles first brought into use. 

1247. The heavy exactions of the court 
of Rome occasiou resistance flrom the 
clergy and barons. 
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1248. The king not being satisfied dis- 
solves the parliament, and fur want of mo> 
ney sold his plate and jewels to the citizens 
of London. 

1251. Wales wholly subdued, and re- 
ceived the EngU^h laws. 

The city of London purchased for 500 
marks^ the privilege of having her mayor 
sworn in before the barons of the exchequer. 
In the same year originated the custom of 
the shtrilTs tendering six horseshoes, with 
the nails on, as the rent of a piece of land 
in the Strand, formerly held of the crown 
by a farrier. 

*The earl of Leicester upon high words 
with his sovereign, gave him the lie to his 
face, a fact #hich would hardly be credible, 
if not attested by most historians. 

1253. Miitj 3. Greirt assembly of the 
bishops, tlie peers, ami the king, in West- 
iirnster Hall, where the pen.ilties of ex- 
communication are denounced against all 
violators of the great charter. 

Vto. 29. Henry landed from France, 
and the next day ma<le his public eutiy 
into London. 

125-1. The king and the pope comm.tUd 
great extortions on the clergy as well as 
the laity of the kingdom. 

1255. Henry visited Scotland to redress 
Some complaints of the queen his daughter. 
All that had fifteen pounds a year were 
obliged to be knighted, or fine to be ex- 
cused. 

Eleanor, the wife of prince Edward, ar- 
rived ill England, and introduced tapestry 
as furniture. 

1257. May 27. Richard, the kiiig’.s 
brother, crowned king of the Kuinans, at 
Aix la C!hapelle. 

The first Cwiii of puie gold issued ; it 
was a penny weighing two sterlings, and 
coined in Loudon. 

J258. 7'he harons conspire against fiie 
king, aiui compel him, at a parliament at 
Oxford, to delegate his royal power to 
twenty-four |>erson8, twelve to l.e chosen 
hy himself, and the rest hy the j eeis. re- 
serving only to tlie king the chief t-lai e in 
all public assemhiits, and to swear ihe ex- 
pulsion of foreigners from tlie kij-gdom. 
This was tl.e first meeting when i pre- 
.seiitalives of the counties were , ^eiit. 
About this time the word p.irlraiiiern began 
to be commonly used. 

1259. The king releases his right of 
Niirmamly and Anjou to the I* rench king 
in person, for 3000/. 

The king and queen of Scotland visit '■ 
England. 

The harnns rise against the king. 

1260. He procured a dispensation his 
oath, for observing tin*, provisions rn» h- ,»t 
Oxiofd^ und hvud lorces to comj»ei the 
karoos to return to their duty. 


Under the auspices of the king a new 
university is formed at Nortliampton | 
it arose from Ihe frequent quarrels which 
occurred among the scholars at Oxford 
and Cambridge, and in which the southorii 
English, Welsh and Irish commonly form- 
ed one party, against the northern Eng- 
lish and Sc*»ts. After a short time the 
people of Oxford and Cambridge prevailed 
upon the king to dissolve this new univer- 
sity, and compel the members of it to re- 
turn to their former residence. About 
thirty years after the univtr!.ity of Stam- 
ford began, und terminated in the same 
manner. 

1262. The war began between the king 
and liis barons. 

The cinque-jiorts declare in favour of 
the barons, whidgjfrighteiied the king into 
ii promise of compliance. 

5. Henry, dining this calm, went 
to Buurdeaux, hut the barons uguiu unite, 
tiid the king returned to Knglancl, to whom 
ihey jireseiited an address, for him to con- 
form to hi.s agreement, which he resented, 
tind returned a haughty answer. 

Sept. 7, Prince Edward arrived in Eng- 
land with some forc»H, and siuhleiily came 
to Loudon, where he took out of the trea- 
sury of the Templars 10,000/. dtj<>j>itcd 
theitxby the citizens of London. 

Tin* citizens i.f Li»ndoii insulted Ihe 
queen as she was passing hy water through 
Lond.wii britlge, by pelting her with mud 
and stones, and guiig lur oppiobnuus 
t language. 

I 126 1. Jan. Tl.e casT K-tween the ki: g 
and his barons referred to the Fniich king, 
who determine! ifi favour of Henry, hut 
the barons rt fused to obey his award, where- 
upon tlie war was reiiewerl. 

May 1 1. The barons defeated the king’s 
forces at Lewes, and took Henry, the king 
of the Romans, uml Prince Erl ward, prist ii' 
I rs : .')0U0 men were sl.iin. 

Karl Montfuit calUd a parliamerit at 
Winchester in the king's name, which 
is shown by J)r. Brady to be the first, 
wherein two knights f.ir each county, two 
citizens for each city, and two burgesses 
*br each Wough. were Miinmoned, and was 
tl.e original of the House of Commons. 
Writs are ttiil extant of the summoning of 
this parliament, and arc the earliest of 
ll. kind known. 

1265, /««. 22. A parliament summon* d 
to consider of the ri'leasing of Prince Fkl- 
ward, to which were iuromntied two knights 
for each county, anrl two biirgessl?* fir 
each borough, when the prince wasorieretl 
to l)« delivered to the king, who cuiitirtii* d 
vtill r prtson»‘r. 

4. Division among the barons, end 
a battle, in which the earl of Leicester and 
his son are sluiti. 



III. A D. 1210 to 1272. 


49 


1266. Dec, 29. The queen arrived in i 
Knjflttiid, after two years* absence, with 
whom came the |>0|>e’» leg.itc, who cxcom- 
inuniciited the disatii cted barons. 

Nov, A parliament held at Northampton, 
wherein tVie late carl oi Leicebter’a adhe* 
rents were disiuherited. 

1207. Jan, 25. The disconfentcd bairona 
seize the isle of Ely. and Henry besiei^ed 
Kenilworth Castle, during which time ho 
held a parliament there, August 24, and 
the decrees there made were published in 
the camp, t)cto!»er 31. 

Dec, 10. Kenilworth Castle surrendered. 


pay 3000 marks, and the ringleaders con • 
victed and executed ; the king going thU 
ther in person, to see justice done on the 
rioters. 

Nov, 1 6. Henry died in the sixty*teventh 
year oi his age, and the Bfty-s^venth of hii 
reign, and was buried in Westminster 
Abbey. Before the tomb was closed, the 
earl of Gloucester stepped forward, and 
putting his hand on the body of the 
King, swore fealty to Prince Edward, and 
the example was followed by the sfiectators. 

TllK kino's TSSL'B. 


Henry went from Kenilworth to Windsor, 
where he kept his Chridmas, and from 
thence to London, I'eh. 10, J20S, where 
he held a parliameut, which graiite<l him 
a subsidy, hut refusetl the demunds of the 
pope’s legate. .\t thi9»pardanu‘nt the tail 
ijf (iloucester refused to .tttend, luiving le- 
tired to Wales in disgust at the king’s 
conduct, where he raiseil troops. 

JiJy 2.‘). The rebels at Ely surrendered. 

Baliol colleg(‘ in Oxford foumled hy Sir 
.loliii Balud, ot Yorkshire (fatlier to John 
l^uliol, king of the Scots). 

1209. Aprii. A parliament he’d at 
Northampton, when the pope’s legate pub- 
lished a cniK.ide. 

Oct. 13. 3'he liones of I’dward thi* ('on- 
fessor, en.shr;ned in gold and set with pre- 
enms Stones. 

S(CK H. Another parlia:nc*nt htld at 
^larlhorough, where a hiidy of stattites j 
were enacte<l, whicli make a cunsider.ihle 
figure among t)ic Kuglish laws. 

(Jt'Tneiit IV. died, whieh was ioliowed 
by fhu c years* vacancy in the pojuwlom. 

1 270. May. Prince Edward einharked j 
at Portsmouth on a crusailc io the lioly- 
land. 

Jmte. .A parliament lield at Lomlon, 

1271. March 1.3. Prince Henry assas- 
sinateil iu Italy, while at mans, hy t.\o out- 
laws, Simon and Guy de Montfoit. 

June 17. Prince Edward had great suc- 
ress against the infidels, hut was w«»uiuled 
with a poisoned dagger hy an asHas>in ; he 
is cureif hy the skdl of an English surgeon. 
•A Spanish histunan says the pvdson was 
extraeled hy Eleanur, who sucked the 
wor.iid of her hushanil. 

Dec. 12. 'Ihe king*s brother, Kich.ird, 
li ng of the Romans, ilied at Berkhamstead, 
and was buried in Hales Abbey, in the 
s:iine vutdt with his son. 

1272. Prince Edward’s army daily di- 
minishing ill Palestine, ho made a truce 
with the sultan, and prepared for his return 
to Knglanil. 

The cathedral of Norwich and the 
adjoining tiionastery were burnt hy the 
riotous citiserts, for which they wore ox- 
comimmieatcd ; the city condemned to 


Etlward, his eldest son, by Queen Elea- 
nor, who was king of England. 

Edmund, siirnamcd Croii^hback, who 
was afterwards earl of Lancaster, burn 10th 
of January', 12454» 

Richard, John, William and Henry, who 
all died in their childhood. 

He ha«l three d uightcrs ; 

Alargant, married to Alexander 111., 
king ol Scots. 

Beatiice, to John, the first duke of Bii- 
tany. And Kathaiinc, who died an infant. 

TAXKS IN THIS UKIQN. 

1221. Two sht’.Iiligs graiitc«l on every 
plo\v-lan«l, and a lifict nth on all moveables, 
for the confirmation of Magim C’harta. 

A fortieth part of moveables granted. 

1226. A fifteenth of the clergy: 5900 
marks levied on the citizens of Loudon. 

1230. The bishops and abbots gave the 
king large turns. The. Jews paui a third 
part of tJieir treasure anti effects. 

1231. A scutage of three iharks on every 
knight ’s fee. 

1232. A fortieth pait t>f all moveables. 

1235. Two marks on every plow- land, 

and ti thirtieih of inoveuhles. 

1237. A thirtii'th part of all moveables 
wiiH ur.vnted to the king. 

1212. Th.ree m.irks on eveiy knight’s 
fee. 

124 Twenty ^hi'tlingK on every knigh:*s 
fee, for the marriage of his daughter. A 
tenth of all the ecclChiasticid revenues fiir 
thrct? years ; and the nubility and knights 
♦hree marks on every knight’s fee, for re- 
lief of the holy land, on the coulirniatioii 
of Magna ('harta. 

51 H. 3. Three years’ tenths of all 
church revenues, granted by the pope. 

,M H. 3. A twentieth part grunted to 
the king by the laiiv. 

mSCEM.ANlKS. 

Among minor events :T.av noticed tlia 
obstinate dispute betwixt Oie civil and eo 
clesiastical courts, on the subject of bas- 
tardy. The common law had deemed all 
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those to bo bastards who were born l)efore 
wedlock : by the •canon law they were 
legitimate. In the parliament assembled 
at Merton, the prelates insisted that the 
municipal law should be made conform^ 
able to the canon ; but the barons letuined 
the celebrated reply, A^o/i/wiwr leges Aftghee 
mutarif *• We will not change the laws of 
Knglaiid.’* 

The tnal by fire and water ordeal was 
al)olished by an order in council. 

A charter was granted to the town of 
Newcastle, which gave the inhabitants li- ^ 
cense to dig for al. This is the tirst | 
mention of coal in Kngland. i 

Madox says, the king gave to Mastt-r j 
Henry, his p^et, 100 shillings. The pre- 


sent Iniireat receives 100/., though the an- 
nual offering of a laudatory ode has been 
dropped. 

According to Selden, in the forty-seventh 
of this reign, loO temporal and fifty spi- 
ritual barons were summoned to perforin 
the service due by their tenures. In the 
thirty-fifth of the subseipient reign, eighty 
temporal barons, twenty bishops, and 
forty-eight abbots were summoned to a 
parliament convened at Carlisle. 

In his thirty-sixth year Henry published 
some valuable ])olice regulations for the 
general security. In cities and iKiroughs, 
the watch was placed under the communtl 
of the mayor and bnslitfs ; in townships and 
villages, under the constable. 


EDWAUn I. A.I). I >r2 to 

Edward is represented as the model of a warlike and politic prince. He 
possessed industry, penetration, courage, vigilance, and enterprise ; he was 
frugal in liis expenses ; he punishcil criminals with severity; he was gracious 
and afTahle to his servants and courtiers ; and being of a majestic figure, and 
in the main well proportioned, notwithstanding the cxtraordinaiy lengtli 
and smallness of his legs, he ^^as as well qnalihed to captivate men by liis 
exterior appearance, as the more solid virtues i/f his mind. His great im- 
provements in the civil and criminal jurispiuilcnce of the country have 
obtained him the ap])eliation of the K^gli^h Justinian. He abolished iheofticc 
of chief justiciary, which he thought jjusscssed too much power. Ilcs^ettled 
the jurisdiction of the several courts ; first established the odice of justice 
of the peace; abstained from the practice, too common liefore him, of in- 
teiTupting justice by mandates from the privy council ; repressed robberies 
and disorders; encouraged trade; and, in short, he intrcMluccil a new face 
of things, by the vigour and wisdom of his administration. 

The events which are sujiposcd to tlirow a slmde over this brilliant reign 
are the subjugation of Wales and tbc treatment o*' Scotland. With tlic 
defeat and death of Llewellyn, one of the most antient |)iinccs in Knrojie, 
expired the independence of the princi])ality. Edward having summoned 
a parliament, it was resolved that it should be inseparably united to the 
crown, and that nothing might remain to keep alive the ancient glory of 
the country, it has been said (though tiie siory seems a traditionary colour- 
ing inconsistent with the character of the prince), Eflward collected all the 
Welsh bards together, and, from a barbarous policy, ordered them to be. put 
to death. The right of the king lo a leudai superiority over Scotland np 
pears lo have had no foundation, except in his own power and ambition. He 
quoted a passage from Hoveden, where he nfMirU that a Scottish king had 
done homage to England, Ixi^ i.c juiiposcly omitted part of the sentence 
which expresses, that the hoi.ui^c aujs for certain fiefa held in England, 
not for the kingdom of Scotland. In carr^ ing oil the regalia and destroying 
the ancient records, Edward clearly manifested a design to pursue the same 
steps towards Scotland which had succeeded towards Whales, and annex it 
to England. The exploits of the brave Sir William Wallace form an- in 
terestiflg episode in the struggle of the Scots for the maintenance of their 
mdjepindenct. 
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Writs in this, as well as in the preceding reign, were issued to the bo- 
roughs to return members to parliament. In the preamble to the writ, 
Edward says, “ It is a most equitable rule, that what concerns all should 
be approved by all ; and common dangers repelled by united efforts.” The 
deputies for the boroughs, however, had yet little or no influence in the 
state. They had no deliberative capacity, nor hardly a negative, but simply 
the privilege of giving their consent to such grants as the king might de- 
mand. Their charges were borne by the boroughs which sent them ; and 
it was considered a disadvantage to be summoned to return deputies. The 
deputies gave 8\ircties for their attendance before the king and parliament : 
they sat apart from the barons and knights, who disdained to mix with 
such mean ])crsonagcs ; and when the burgesses had given their consent to 
the new taxes, they returned home, though the parliament stiU^contimied to 
sit to canvass the national business. The sheriff's used the freedom of omit- 
ting such boroughs as they conceived did not contai*i any persons of suffi- 
cient wealth or ability to qualify them for the office of representatives ; and 
the boroughs returned thanks for this omission, considering it an indul- 
gence. Tins power of the sheriffs continued till the reign of Richard II. 
In the reign of Ivlward III. there is an instance of the king naming all 
the dcj)ulie8. In the parliament summoned by Edward, in the year 1295, 
w rits were issued to 120 cities and boroughs. 

Some important changt a in the constitution of the Peerage may he here 
noticed. From the Norman invasion to the reigns of the Edwards, the 
a.^sernbly since called the House of Lords was composed of barons and 
prelates, who sat in right of territorial possession, holden from the crown, 
and wtre more spccl'ically designated by the first great charter, as the 
greater barons. T(» these barons by tenure were subsequently added 
barons by writ, notable men who were summoned at the pleasure of the 
king, to aid and advise him in parliament. The writs were at first either 
never renewed or very irregularly continued. While the power of arbitra- 
rily issuing them lasted, the crown, by summoning or not ])articular indi- 
viduals, had a direct jmwer over the constitution of the great council of 
the nation. Hut in tne sixteenth century it was sellletl, that when a man 
was sumnioned to parliament and had taken his seat, he and his heirs were 
cnnohlcd. From that time it became hazardous in the crown to multiply 
peerages, for thougli the first possessors might be subservient, their de- 
scendanU might be refractory. 

The opiition that the several estates sat and voted together docs not rest 
on sufficient authority. The ancient practice had much nearer resem- 
blance to the present, at the commencement of a parliamentary session, than 
has been generally represented. Tlie chancellor unfidded to them in 
common the subjects for their considerrtion, and tlicn referred them to 
separate idaces to frame their answers and deliberate. The year assigned 
for their separation is 1339, w hen the Conimon.s refusf d to grant the same 
aid as the l^iords, without instructions from their constituents ; but at that 
very time they deliberated separately, and had deliberated separately long 
Ijcforc. 


EVENTS ai;d occurrences. 


1272. £<lwarfl, iiirnatYu*cl Longnhanks, 
eldest son of Henry lU.. by Eleanor his 
4 UC 101 , is proclaimed king on the death of 


his f.nlu r, thuuirh he waa then absent in 
the holy land, and the nobility ssroro fealty 
to him at the high altar at Weatminster. 
E2 
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Aod. 20. They assembled at the Temple 
and ordered a new seal to be made. 

1273. June 12. The Scots swear fealty to 
Edward, at Berwick. 

July 12. He arrives in France, and does 
homage to the French king for the lamls 
huldeu of him. Orders given to provide 
for his coronation 380 head of cattle, 430 
sheep, 450 pigs. 18 wild boars, 278 ditches 
of bacon, and 1 9,660 capons and fowls. 

1274. Aug* 1 9. Is crowned with Queen 
Eleanor at Westminster. Immediately 
after his coronation he sent commissioners 
into the several comities, to punish the 
misilemeanors of the magistrates. 

Oct. 6. A parliament held at 
minster, for reirraining usury, and obliging 
all Jews to wear a badge. 

1276-7-8. The kiiig*invades Wales, 
and obliges Llewellyn to do homage to him 
in the Knglish court. 

1279. E<iward procured the first statute 
of mortmain to bt enacted. He relin- 
quished his right to Normandy. 

The king adorned the tomb of his father 
in Westminster Abbey, with some curious 
maihle brought from abroad. 

Two hundred and eighty Jews hanged 
for clipping and coining. 

1280. Nov. 7. A parliament held, when 
the statute of quo warranto passed. 

1281. June^lA. Another parliament held 
at Worcester, and the courts of justice were 
moved from Westminster to Shrewsbury, to 
be near the king in his expedition against 
the Welsh. 

Rhudlan Castle, in Wales, rc})aired. i 

1282. The Rolls, in Chancery-lane, given j 

to the Jewish converts. j 

Alarch 30. Sicilian vespers, when above | 
8000 French were massacred. I 

Dec. 11. Llewellyn, prince of Wales, is 
killed at Llandweyr, and the Welsh re- 
duced, after preserving their liberty 800 , 
years against the efforts of the English. i 

Aberconway Castle built. 

1283. Sept, 30. David, the hrotber of 
Llewellyn, executed as a traitor. 

1284. April 25. Edward II. born at 
Caernarvon, and styled Prince of Wales, 
being the first that had that title. 

Oct, A parliament held at Acton-Burnel, 
in Shropshire. 

A statute passed making the htiiulrcds 
answerable for all robberies committed in 
the day-time, usually styled the statute of 
Winchester. It also required sureties from 
strangers and lodgers, established the watch 
and ward from sunset to sunrise, and or. 
dered the hedges to be cut adjoining the 
highways. 

Dec, 14, The king returned from Wales 
to Bristol, where he kept his Christmas 
and held a parliament, and from thence 
returned to London ; where, soon alter, he 


received a summons from the king of 
France to attend him on an expedition ; 
but as a truce was concluded between 
France and Arragon, Edward went into 
Norfolk. 

An important statute, enacting estates 
tail passed ; it secured the transmission of 
estates through the different generations uf 
the same family, though the object of the 
barons was merely to secure their own re- 
versionary rights, by narrowing the power 
of alienation on failure of heirs. 

1285. Tlie abbey-church of Westmiiist«‘r, 
which had been sixty } ears in building, 
finished. 

The king took away the charter of the 
city of London, and turned out the mayor, 
George Brookesby, for taking bribes of the 
bakers to permit them to make their bread 
short of weight ; Imt the city soon after re- 
covered it, by making concessions, and pre- 
senting the king with a purse of money. 

The Stututa Civitath (13 Kdw. 1.) en- 
joins that taverns shall not he kept op n, 
nor any person be abroad in the city of 
London afrer curfew tolled at St. MartrnV 
le-Granil ; that none shall teach fencing 
and buckler within the city ; and that fo- 
reigners shall not be innkeepers nor brokers. 
This is the first act regulating the police of 
the niet|opoiis. 

1286. The king visits his dominions in 
France, where he resides three years, and 
appoints Edmund, earl of Pembroke, guar- 
:lian of the realm during his absence. 

Afay 2. The Jews were all seized by 
irder of the king, who extorted large sums 
of money from them, to the amount of 
12,000 pounds of silver. 

Eleanor, the king’s mother, was veiled a 
nun at Ambresbury, but obtained a licence 
from the pope to retain her jointure. And 
the same year Mary, the king’s daughter, 
was veiled a nun in the same monastery, 

1288. A clock, the first mentioned, 
•laced ill the old clock tower opposite the 

gate of Westminster Hall, end said to 
have been purchased with a fine of 800 
marks imposed on a chief justice of the 
King’s Bench. 

1289. Aug. 12. The king finds such a 
general corruption among his judges and 
ministers at his return, that they were 

nest of them displaced, and fined in large 
urns. 

A great earthquake in Europe. 

The Je.iS are banished the kingdom, to 
the number of 15,000. 

1290. Subinfeudation, depriving the 
barons of reliefs and escheats. A law is 
passed prohibiting the creation of new*^ 
manors. Hence at present no claim of 
manorial rights is admitted, unless they 
have existed as such since the statute 

Kdw. 1. st. 2. 
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1291- Juitt 24. Great disputes ari>e 
about the succession to the crown of Scot- 
land between Biuce and Baliol, Edward, 
as superior lord of that kingdom, claims 
the power of determining it, to which the 
competitors submit. 

Nov, 28. Queen Eleanor died at Hornby, 
in Lincolnshire, in whose memory Edward 
erected across wherever her corpse rested in 
the way from thence to Westminster ; 
namely, Waltham, St. Alban’s, Dunstable, 
&c., and particularly Charing-cross. 

1292. Nov. t). Edward declared Jolm 
B iliol king of Scotland, who swore fealty 
to him. 

1293. He summoned the king of Scot- 
land before him, to answer the complaint 
of Macduff* for debt, who pleaded Iiis own 
cause in Westminster Hall. 

1295. The Scots enter into a confederacy 
with the French, against England, 

Anglesey subdued by the English. 

Eilward enters into a war with Fiance, 
whicli is carried on with various success. 

1290. Baliol revolts, and a war is com- 
menced against Scotland, when in Edward 
obtains a signal victory, takes possession 
of Edinburgh, and makes the king of Scots 
prisoner. The king of Scotland resigns his 
crown to Edward, who called a parliament 
at Berwick, and received the hofnage of 
the nubility, and at that time brought 
the famous stone seat out of Scotland, 
which is now in Westminster Abbey, (in 
which our kings are crowned,) with the 
crown, sceptre, &c. The king of Scots 
was brought prisoner to London, wdth 
several of the Scotch nobility : and the go- 
vernment of Scotland was committed to the 
earl of Surrey. 

Some of the Scotch records destroyed. 

1297. Tlic clergy refusing to grant the 
king any taxes towards his wars, he seizes 
upon their lay fees, and puts them out of 
his protection ; whereupon they submit, 
an<l grant the fifth of their goods. 

Three knights chosen in every count}', 
to determine the infractions of the char- 
ters; and the perambulations of the forests 
settled two years after. 

From the twenty-second year of this 
reign, we have an uninterrupted series of 

arliamentsdown to the present lime : and 

y a law made, August I, as an addition 
to Magna C’harta, it was enacted that no 
tax should be levied without consent of the 
knightSi citizens, and burgesses assembled in 
parliament. 

A7tg, 24. The king made a voyage to 
.Fianders. to assist the earl of that country 
against the French. 

Nov, 1 1. Edward forms a league against 
France, and embarks with an army of 1500 
horse, and ,50,000 foot, among whom were 
many Scots and Welsh. 


1298. There being a new insurrection in 
Scotland, under the celebrated Sir William 
Wallace, the king returns, having made a 
two years* truce with the French. 

Julg%% The king obtains a victory over 
the Scots at Falkirk, killing 10,000 of 
them upon the spot, amongst whom was 
John Stuart, the third seneschal of Scot- 
land of that name. 

1299. Spectacles first invented, by a 
monk of Pisa. 

The king’s ])ulace at Westminster burnt, 
with the buildings of the monastery ad- 
joining. 

Sept. 12. Edward married Margaret, the 
French king*s sister. 

The Scots rise and drive Aie English out 
of that kingdom. 

1300. Edward marching against Scot- 
land a third time, they put themselves under 
the protection of the pope. 

Nov. 11. In his way to Scotland he held 
a parliament at York, and in his return 
kept his Christmas there. 

1301. The parliament declares that Scot- 
land is subject to the crown of England, 
and that the pope has nothing to do with 
it. 

1302. Feb. 24. The Scots gain an ad- 
vantage over the king’s general. 

The magnetic needle first brought into 
use. 

The king’s treasury, at Westminster, 
robbed of 100,000/. in money, plate, and 
jewels. The abbot and monks are sus- 
pected, fur which fifty monks, and thirty 
laymen are committed to prison. 

1303. Edward’s fourth expedition into 
Scotland. 

1304. The nobility of Scotland submit 
again to Edward. 

1305. Aug. 23. Sir William ^yallace, 
the principal promoter of the risings in 
Scotland, tried by the laws of England, 
condemned, and executed as a traitor in 
Smithfield. 

130G. The pope absolves the king from 
his oath fur maintaining the great charter. 

The Scots rebel again, and crown Robert 
Bruce king of Scotland. 

Edward sends an army into Scotland, 
defeats the Scots near St. John's town, and 
takes several of their great men piisoners, 
among them the brothers of Robert Bruce, 
who were condemned and executed in 
England as traitors. 

The nobility and gentry complain that 
the burning of seacoal by brewers, dyers, 
and others, infects the air with a noison e 
smell and thick clouds injurious to health ; 
upon which the king issues a proclamation 
prohibiting the use of coal in London and 
the suburbs. 

1307. Piers Gaveston banished for de- 
moralising Prince Edward. 
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Robert Bruce defeats the king's general, 
the earl of Pembroke. 

Kdward, surprised at Bnice's success, 
summoned his vassals to meet him at Car- 
lisle, intending to devastate Scotland from 
sea to sea, as he had drawn together the 
finest army ever seen in England. He 
was taken ill at Carlisle. 

July 7. Edward died, of a dysentery, at 
Burgh-on-the-Sauds, in the sixty-eighth 
year of his age, and the thirty-fifth ot his 
reign, and was buried in Westminster 
Abbey, October 8. 

king’s issue. 

By Eleanor, his first wife, daughter of 
Ferdiuandu Ilf., king of Spain, he had 
issue, John, Henry and Alphonso, who died 
young ; his fourth son was Edward, after- 
wards King Edward II. 

He had also nine daughters, Eleanor, 
Joan, Margaret, Alice, Beatrix, Mary, and 
Elizabeth.and tv j others that died in their 
infancy. 

He had by his second wife, Thomas, 
afterwards earl of NorfoP:, and Edmund, 
afterwards earl of Kent, and one daughter 
named Eleanor. 

TAXES IN THIS UEKiN. 

1276. Parliament gave a fifteenth, and 
the bishops a free gift. 

1277. The laity gave a twelfth part of 
their goods. 

1283. The laity gave a thirtieth, and 
the clergy a twentieth. 

1290. A fifteenth of the clergy and 
laity. 

1294. The clergy gave a moiety of their 
goods, the parliament gave a tenth of their 
goods, and the city of London a sixth of 
their goods. 

1295. The clergy gave a tenth, the laity 
an eleventh, and the tenants of the king's 
demesne lands a seventh. 

1296. The laity gave a twelfth, the te- 
nants in demesne an eighth. 

1297. An eighth of the laity, a tenth of 
the clergy. 

1301. A fifteenth of the laity. 

1302. A fifteenth of all moveables. 

13C4. A tallage of the cities and burghs 


by poll, nnd about the same time a fiftcentr 
was granted. 

1305. The thirtieth penny of all move- 
ables. 

1306. The clergy and laity granted a 
thirtieth of their moveables, for the knight • 
hood of the king’s son, and the tenants in 
demesne a twentieth. 

MlSCELf.ANlES. 

Among the miscellanies of this reign 
may be mentioned the institution of the 
famous mercantile society, called the Mer- 
chant Adventurers. It was intended for 
the encouragement of the woollen manufac- 
ture. The tribute of 1000 murks a-year, 
to which King John, in doing homage to 
the pope, had subjected the kingdom, still 
continued to be paid. 

The statute t»f mortmain passed in this 
reign was the first law of the kind in Eu- 
rope, and prevented the clergy making any 
new accp^i^ition of lands. It was a very 
necessary measure ; for the clergy, taking 
advantage of the ignorance of the people, 
on their death-bed frequently extorted from 
them large grants of land, as a pietended 
utonemenr for their transgressions. By the 
law of mortmain such grants were declared 
illegal. ^ 

Prom tliis reign wo possess the Year- 
Book; or annn.d notes of the decisions in 
the courts of law, and fioin which the 
legal treatises, a century later, of Lyttleton, 
Forteseue, and Hiouke were digested. 

Of the famous s’one use(l in the inau- 
guration of the kings of Sc*'tlnn<I, removed 
l»y Edward to Westminster, to be enclosed 
in the coronation cliair of the kings of 
Englanii, tradition h:i\s it formed J.iCiiifs 
jidlow, and was brought from Spain through 
Ireland. On it is engraven this distich : — 
Or fate ’s deceived, and heaven tlecrees in 
vain, 

Or where they find this stona the Scots 
'halt reign. 

Edward was the first sovereign of Eng- 
land that quartered the arms of Knglaml 
.'lud France ; and the first English sove- 
reign that was called Lord of Ireland on 
his coin. 


EDWARD li. A.D. 1307 to 1327. 

The death ot Edward I. was a fortunate event for the Scots. He had 
made immense preparations to invade tlieirc n.iitrv, and tlircatcned to de* 
stroy the kingdom from sea to sea. Before lie died he sent for liis soil,- 
'i '•-(onimcnded to him three things : first, vigoroualy to iiro- 
Mcutethewai with Scotland, till he had eniirely subdued that omiltry. 
la purpose, »e advised him to enny aioiig with him his bones at the 
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head of the army, supposing they would daunt the courage of the Scots» 
The second thing he recommended was to send his heart to the Holy 
Land, with thirty-two thousand pounds, which he had provided for the 
support of the holy sepulchre. The third was, never to recall Gaveston. 
These injunctions were disregarded, and the weakness of the new reign 
forms a contrast with the vigour and wise policy of the preceding admi- 
nistration. The young king, naturally of an easy disposition, and fond of 
amusements, yielded himself up to the blandishments of favourites whose 
chief recommendations were personal accomplishments. These childish 
attachments alienated the regards of all classes, particularly the barons ; 
and although unaccused of any specific crime, his misplaced confidence 
became as injurious to his subjects as the most consummate depravity. 
But the conduct of the queen, her adulterous connexion wdth Morlimer, 
and her placing herself at the head of the confederacy which deposed and 
ultimately assassinated her husband, cannot be palliated. 

Only one constitutional point occurred in the reign of this unfortunate 
prince* meriting notice. In a fresh renewal of the charter, the following 
important provision was added : — “ Forasmuch as many people be ag- 
grieved by the king’s ministers against right, in respect to which griev- 
ances no one can recover without a common parliament, we do order that 
the king shall hold a parliament once in the year, or twice if need he.” 
From these words, us well as the nature of the grievance itself, it is mani- 
fest tliis statute (.5 Fd. II., c. 29) provides only for the meeting of parlia- 
ment, not for its (declion or duration, which were not regulated by statute 
till the Triennial Acts of 16^2 and 1091. But it is true, as prorogations 
were then unfrequent, a new jmrliament was usually elected as often as 
assembled. 

The immense possessions of the barons may be inferred from the peti- 
tion of Spencer, father of the favourite of that name, ulio complained of 
the devastations committed on lus lands by the rebellious nobles. He 
allirins, that they had ravaged sixly-iliree manors belonging to him, and 
he makes his losses amount to 4(),()00/., ahmit 138,000/. of our present 
money. Among other particulars, he enumerates 28,000 sheep, 1000 oxen 
and heifers, 1200 cows with their breed for two years, 560 cart-horses, 
2000 hogs, together with 6000 bacons, 80 carcases uf beef, and 600 
mutton in the larder, 10 tuns of cider, aims for 200 men, and other war- 
like engines and ])rovisions. 

The kingdom still continiicd greatly infested with robbers, wlio were 
still further multiplied by tlic famine, which obliged the nubility to dismiss 
many of their retainers. They met in troops like armies, and overrun the 
country. Two cardinal.'t, notwithstanding the numerous Irnin which at- 
tended them, were robbed and despoiled of tlieir goods and equipage when 
they travelled on the highway. 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

1307. Edward wot tweuty>three year* 1310* The nobiUty com\vel the king to 
of age when he succeeded his father, delegate his nnwet to certain preiales and 

6. Ho recalls Piers Onveston from tem|H>ra\ lords, for a year, giving them 
banishment, and heaps many preferments power to make constitutions lor the govern- 
upoii him. inont of his household and kingdom, which 

130'^. Jan* 23. The king marries Isa- are confirmed in parbament. 
hella, daughter to Philip, king of France, Cnickery ware invented, 
at Boulogne. ; ^.UO. Piers Gaveston beinvf banished by 

^e6. 24. The king and queen are crowned one of the constitutions, the King recalls 
at Westminster. him. 
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1311. The lords thereupon enter into a 
confederacy against the king. 

1312. June 19. Piers Gaveston beheaded 
on Blucklow-Hill (now Gaversike), near 
AY arwick. 

Aov. 13. The hing is reconciled to the 
lords. 

1313. The war is renewed against the 
Scwts. Edward marched against them, 
but returned without doing anything. 

1314. June 25. Battle of Bannockburn, 
in which the English are completely de- 
feated by the Scots. 

1316. A great famine and sickness in 
England for three years. Parliament 
issued an urd^p to /imit the price of provi- 
sions as follows : — An ox for sixteen shil- 
lings, a cow twelve sliillingi, a hog two \ eais 
old three shillings and four pence, a sheep 
unshorn one shilling and eight pence, it 
shorn one shilling and two pence, a goose 
two pence half-peniiy, a capon two pence, ; 
a hen one penny, twenty-four eggs one I 
ponny, a quarter of wheat, beans, or pease, 
sold for twev.ty shillings, and whoever did 
not comply with this or Ur forfeited the ^ 
provisions to the king. 

Robert Bruce held a parliameiu at 
Scone, consisting of the bishops, abbot', 
priors, earls, barons, and other noblemen 
of hU realm. A capitulatory, or collec- 
tion of statutes, cousisiir.g of thiity-h*ur 
chapters, was draw’u up upon ih.e iiuxlel 
of the gi eat charter in England. Ten years 
later burgesses and frechoUicis were in- 
troduced info the Scots’ parliament by Ro- 
bert I. in the abbey of Cambuskeimeth, 

1317. The king deprived (he earl of 
Lancaster of his lady, and gave her to 
another, which occasumed great discontent. 

June, The king received a letter from 
a woman, as he sat at dinner in public in 
Westminster, whicli he ordered to be read 
aloud, a.s he imagined it coiitaii.ed some- 
thiiig to divert him and the company ; but 
was mortified at finding all his misconduct 
exhibited, and all the grievances mentioned 
that the nation had laboured under since 
his accession to the throne. 

1318. Jug. 19. The king and barons 
are reconciled. 

The Scots pass into Ireland, and make 
Edward, the brother of Robert Bruce, king 
there ; but they are defeated and drive*, 
out of the country, and their new king 
Erlward killed, after three years’ reign. 

Berwick is taken by the Scots. 

1319. A tnice for two years concluded 
between*the Scots and Irish. 

The university of Dublin founded. 

1320. The two Spencers, father and 
son, engrossing the king’s favour, the 
nobility compel the king to banish them. 

Aoe. 14. The greatest earthquake that 
had keen ever known in England, to the 


unspeakable terror of all degrees of 
people. 

1321. The queen was insulted by one 
i of the confederate barons at Leeds castle, 
in her journey on a pilgrimage to (’aiiter- 
I burj', and she stirred up the king to a re- 
venge, who levied troops and took the 
custie. 

A war commences between the king and 
the lords ; and the king reverses llie ba- 
nishment of the S|H*ncers. 

1322. The earl of Lancaster, and the 
lords being defeated, the earl and inuuy 
others are condemned as traitois, ami exe- 
cuted the 18th of March. 

Till* order of the knights temjdars abo- 
lished by pope Clement i. 

1323. The king made an unsuccessful 
expedition into Scuthind ; and a tiuce is 
coiicludeil for thirteen years. 

1324. The queen being disobliged by 
the Spencers, takes part with Mortimer 
and the lords, against the king, and goes 
into France with her sou, prince Edward. 

132 ). The queen and all her adherents 
are declared e'leinies to the kingdom. 

1326. The queen removes into Ilainault 
with her son thirteen yeais of age, whom 
she marries U\ I’hiiippa, the eail of 
Ilainuulys daughter, and taises an army 
of 2000 men agamst the king. 

Ac/i/. 22. She lamU at Oiwell, in Suf- 
folk, and d.rives the k ng into Wales. 
The e’.dtr Spencer i.s taken I y her at Bris- 
tol, and hangetl. Kilward comeaiing hiin- 
seif with the younger Spencer in \ValeH, 
prince Kdward was declared cu'^ttA. or 
guardian of the kingdom. The king aini 
the younger .Spencer were taken at (’aer- 
fiily ill (i.uniorganshi'e. The king i.s ini- 
pri'or.ed at Kenilworth, (ireat ciMehie.s 
coininitted 1 y the cpteeii on the prisoners. 

1327. The }ounger .Spencer i% hanged 
and quartered. 

The yi-unger .Spencer was made Lord 
Ch.'i obeiiain by the barons, because they 
I thought him unacceptah.e to the^king; 
but as he insinuated him.self into the king’s 
favour, (hey were a.s itnpatif*nt to remove 
him, raised forces, jdiihdered (he estates of 
both father and sun, (!e.stro}cd their corn 
au'l catth-. abused and inuidHred their 
tenants and dependants, and compelled the 
king to tianish them ; but the king after- 
Wcinls aecalled the Spencers, defeated the 
barons’ ’’. ices, and executed the earl of 
Lancaster and some other chiefs ; hut the 
queen and her adulterer, Mortimer, retiring 
into France, and bringing over with them 
a foreign force, and having prepared the' 
people to depose the king, the Spencers 
were murdered publicly without any forms 
of I.tw, and the king himself, not long after, 
!ii ;i mure private manner. The character 
ut the elder Spencer is, that he was a jier- 
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son of j^reat inte^^rity, wise in council, 
stout ill airmi. And the barons themselves 
looked upon tie younger Spencer us an 
able minister, when they placed him near 
the king, ami yet the retaining these two 
noblemen in the ministry was looked imuu 
as a sudicient reason fur deposing ^^the 
s*»vereign. 

7(1/1. 7. The queen and prince called a 
))arliument in the king's name, where six 
ai titles ivere draivn up against him for iiial- 
adininiotration. The nobility sent these 
articles to the king, and by their deputies 
renounced all homage and fealty to him. 
They judged him unfit to rule, and de> 
j)osed him ; but the prince refused to accept 
tlie crown, unless his father would resign 
it ; whereupon a formal resignation was 
extorted from him in the I9ih year of his 
reign, and 43rd of his age, and Edward 
hi^ ''Oil declared king ‘20fh of January 

Sept. Jl. Kdw.ird II. barbarously mur- 
(lere«l iu Berkeley castle. Exteinally the 
body exhibited no masks of viuleii*-e; but 
the iheadftil shrieks which issued from his 
apattineiit in the night, and the distortion 
o! the features l>et'’ayed the lutrrible tra- 
gedy that had been perpetrated : it was 
s'ipposetl death had been caused l>y the 
fiMcible iutroiluctioii of a red-hot iion 
into the boweU. No investigation •was 
made ; and the ct)rp>e was privately in- 
terred in the abuey chureh of St. Beter 
in t iloiicester ; where soon after his suc- 
cessor caused a stately tomb to be erectcih 

Om* of the prin -ipal eients in this reign 
was the (hssolution of tlie knights teinpl.iis. 
which Edward Hcce<led to, at the earnest 
Kolicitati Ml of ihe pope and the king of 
Eratu'e. 'I'hey were possessed at their 
dissolutmn of above Hi, Obit lordships, be- 
sides other lands. The grand master of 


the order was then in Paris, where he was 
seized, and with fifty-seven others, burnt, 
under the accusation of heresy, sodomy, 
and iiiunberless other crimes. Edward 
caused all in England to be seized on one 
day, Jan. 7, 1322, and soon aftt r held a 
national synod at London, where they were 
condemned, but not treated with that 
rigour they were in France. They were 
only dispersed in the monasteries to do 
penance, with a moderate peiuiion paid out 
of the revenues of the order. The teni- 
\»lars appear to have been the victims of a 
foul conspiracy, and their greatest crime a 
certain degree of licentiousness, the con- 
setpience of their proiligious wealth. The 
pope reserved to the holy see tne disposal 
of the estates of yie order, and shortly 
after assigned them to the hospitallers or 
knights of Sh John of Jerusalem. 

THK KINgVs Ins UK. 

Edward, his eldest son, who succeeded 
him. 

John, Kurnamed of Elthim, his second 
son, aiterwards earl of Cornwall, who died 
Hum irried. 

He had two daughters. Joan married to 
D.ivid prince of Scotlaml, son and heir of 
Robert Bruce ; and ICleanor, married to 
Heviiubl, second earl of (ielder. 

T.\XKS IS THUS HKION. 

First of Edward 11., tb.e biiiy gave a 
twentieth part of th< ir moveables. In the 
second, a tweuty-fiflb. In tlie seventh, a 
twentieth. In the eighth, a twentieth. 
Ill the ninth, the citizens, hiirgesves, and 
tenants in ancient denusne, a fitieenth. 
Ill the fifteenth yc.ir, a tenth of the com- 
munity, and a sixth of the citizens, hur- 
gesNON, and tenants in ancient demesne. 


EDWARD III. A.l). 1327 to 1377. 

This long reign ivas, npon the whole, fortunate for England. Abounding 
in heroic triumphs and iinpt^rlnnt civif ameliorations, it was well calculated 
to win the favour of the vulgar and cnligiitencd. In personal accoin- 
l>lii^iunciit8 Edward was superior, iu mental powers equal, to any of his 
contemporaries. He was distinguished by courage and military skill ; hut 
his wars were more glorious than ])rofital)le ; neither did they always 
originate in a spirit of justice. His attempt against tlie king of Scotland, 
H minor and a brother-in-law, and the revival of hi.s grandfatlier’s claim of 
superiority over that kingdom, were unreasonable and ungenerous ; and his 
conquests in France, though the result of his own splendid talents, aided by 
those of the Black Prince, yielded no enduring advantage to the country. 

most lasting monument is tlie excellence of bis civil administration, 
le restrained the exorbilKnt power of the barons, and the commons under 
hs protection began gradually to rise into importance. The power of the 
pope even hecumc an object of jealousy, and the laity showed symptoms of 
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dissatisfaction with their own clergy because of their connexions with the 
Roman pontiff. I'he parliament alleged that the exactions of his holiness 
were a greater source of impovcrisliment tJuin the wars ; that the taxes levied 
by him exceeded live times those levied by the king; that everything was 
venal at Rome ; and that even the j)atrons of England had thence learned to 
practise simony without shame or remorse. Men who talked in this 
strain evidently only wanted the power, not the disposition, to achieve the 
great religious reformation, of which John Wick 1 iff had begun to lay the 
foundation. 

In the language of the time, the la^v was said to emanate from the will of 
the king, on the petition of tlie subject. But it was a principle universally 
recognized, that no one estate could, w ithout its consent, be hound by any law 
granted at the prayer of another. This was the chief weapon with which 
the comnlons fought all their battles. In 1346 Edward, by proclamation, 
compelled cveiy* o\yier of land to furnish horsemen and archers in proj)ui- 
tion to his estate, and required for the same purpf)se a certain sum of money 
from every city and borough. The commons petitioneil against this ordi- 
nance, on the’ ground that it had been issued withiuit their assent. (Ling, 
iv. 167.) Edward replied, that it was a measure of necessity ; but the 
commons repeated their objection. aiKhvcre so urgent in their remonstrance, 
that the king pro nised liie ordinance shouhl not form a precedent ft)r 
fuliue exactions. 

Several constitutional acts of importance were passed. Among the 
most popular was the 25th of the king, wiiich limited the cases of higli 
treason, before vague and uncertain, to ,thrcc j)rincipal brads, — nuniely, 
conspiring the death of tlic king, l(;vying war against him, and adhering to 
his enemies; and should any other cases occur, tlie judges were prohibited 
inflicting the penalty of treason, withotit first applying to parliament. 

Personal and proprietary security arc guaranteed by another act, tlie 
28 Edward III. cap. 3, which enacl.*^, That no man, of what state or condi- 
tion soever, shall be put out of land nr tenement, nor taken, nor impri- 
soned, nor disinherited, nor put to death, without being brought to answer 
by due process of law . 


EVENTS .\ND OCCURRENCES. 


13‘J7. Rlward, surname^ in(ii»or,t'l<lesl 
son of Edward 11. and Q\u‘*n Eleanor, 
being nnder ftnirtriMi 3 fars of agr, sne- 
ceedt^d to tlie crown in his father's iife- 
time, in the manner above related. 

Jan 26. The kiij;jr was crowned at M'e.vA 
minster, and a gen« ral pardon procluirm- 1, 
which w.i8 afterward imitated by hiioceed- 
ing kings at tbe!r coronation. 

Feb. 2. Edward received the ord of 
knighthood from the hands of the e..il of 
Lancaster. The archbishop and e'.evfrn 
others of the nobility are appointea guar- 
dians to the young king ; but the queen 
and Mortimer take upon them the admi- 
nistration of the govi.Tumrnt. Parliament 
passes an act of indemnity f(»r all the vio- 
lences commit ed <luring the revolutii/ii, 
Afa^t 8. Tl.c unexpected resentment of 
Philip produced a new treaty between tin* 
kings, and Edward sent letters patent ru der 
the great teal to conlinu the h</mage. 


June 15. Eilward. afterwardn slylerl the 
Hlacb l*rmce, \n>tn at U oudstock. 

O' f. I'J. The king !m .ng m.ole sensiide 
oi Mint.iner's {.imuiarity with his mother 
and taking umbrage? at his arbitrary pro. 
ee'ding*!, seized hr.> person in Nottingham 
castle. 

The king rlissMlvt d the parliament and 
.'fitled another to meet at U e.stininster No- 
V* iiiher when he a.s.<iitTiied the reins of 
g ' .rnment, though he was not arrived to 
the age prescribed by law. 

T.ie queen duwagef seized, and her 
dower redi.ced to 3UU0/. per auuuni, Kd* 
ward coiilined her to her manor of Risings, 
where she passed in idmuirity the remain* 
itig :w»'nly.sew‘ri yeai> of her life. 

dll rtimer treated with the rigour he de* 
wrvi-d, and itnpe.^cbfnent hiought before 
the p.ir1iuiiient c1)utaitaHl several heavy 
I ch iiges, utto«<;ly, that be had assumed the 
government of the kingdom, without an- 
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thority, contrary to the express regulation Athol slain^ which revived the couragi* of 
of parliament; that he had placed topics the Scuta. 

about the king; that he had procured the 13.37. Jan, Edward returned to Scotland, 
death of Edward II. by hia express order; and ravaged the country with great fury* 
that by his contrivance the late eurl of he burnt the town of Aberdeen, and some 
Kent, the king's uncle, lost his life ; that other places of less note, and leaving a 
he had appropriated to his own use 20,000/. small army with Ealiol, n-turiu d to Kng- 
of the king'.Y money ; and that he lived in land. His successes in Scotland made him 
too familiar inannei with the queen mother, form a design on France, pretending the 
For all which he was condemned, as a salic law, in excloding femaU-s Iroui the 
traitor, to he hanged and drawn, on tlie succession to the crown, did nut exclude 
common gallows at Tyburn, NovemlKi 20, their male issue, and on that founded his 
where his body hung two days and nights, pretension to the crown. 

Gutipowder invented hy Swarth, a monk This year was remarkahle for the king's 
ijf (Cologne. coinmissioji for seizing the estates of the 

l.'hil. The art of weaving cloth was Lombards, w'ho were uccured of extortiim ; 
bnmgilt from Flanders to Kughiiid by John and Ibr his seizing the reventief of alien 
Kemji, to whom the king granted his pro* priories, especially tl:ose of the Clunic and 
tection ; and at the same time invited over Chstertian order; hotii whicli jiroctedings 
fullers, dyers, &c. the parliament ctmutenanced, and they pio- 

.SVp/. 30. A parliume.it hehl at West- duced the king large supplies lor the war. 
minster. While Edward w.is making his prep.ir.i- 

1.132. E«lwaid meditates the conquest of lions fir this impoitaai war, he summoned 
Scotland, and (if making Juliti Hahul sub- a jiaiiiament i.i the mi«blle of March, 
servient to his j iirpo^e. wherein it was enact* d, that no wool of 

1333. Ju/y 19. Kviw.ird defeats the Scots English gruwlli should he Ihr the futurt^ 
at Ilaiidiiii, which ended in the entire rout liansportvd beyon*l sia, and that all clot’r- 
of th.! Scotch army. Seven Sci tcli earls workers shoulii he uceived, from whatewr 
Were slam on the spot, w.th 9(Hl knights, foreign pails th< yc*nii‘. .«nd encouraged. 
4(*d0 gentlemen, Uisides 15,000 cuintnun ’ It was also ordained, that none should 
so, liters ; this defeat wa* followid by»the wear any clothes made hevond sea, except 
Mineiider of lierwick, which Edward an- the king, queen, and their children ; al.so 
nexed to the crown of England. that none should wear foreign lurs or si.k', 

23. Hahol crowned king of Scot- unless h»‘ was worth lOb/. pvr .iUnum. lu 
land . t Scone. this pailiaineni th.e ki;;g created Ihince 

'Ihe freipiency of riots and alTrays in j Edward, hss eide>t «». o. dnke if fornu.ili, 
London causes various royal ordinances to i heing the tirst in England Ih.'it b(*re ti e 
be j!isutd against wearing amioiT or carry- ( title of duke. lie was iinested with tiie 
ing weapo ns. j dukedom by n wreath on Ins ht.ul. a ring 

13.'M. Italiol held hU first parliamei.f at j on Ins huger, and a Miver \erge in his 
Kdinbuigli, February 10, to winch Edward . hand; since which tune the eldest son (»f 
Sent Ids commissioners. lJulud caused all : the king of England is l.'cin duke of ( Oin- 
he had done in favour of Edward to he ra- wall. At this wilemnity he create., six 
tified and confirmed, and ho giive up to earls and twenty knights. 

Edward several places, in reward, as lie Edward wrote to the pepe and cardniais 
i^aid in liin letteis, for the assi.stance re- to justify his claim on France, and de 
ceived from Edwatd, to whom at iho kumu iimuded the crown of IMnlip. hv the duke 
tune Ealioi did voluntary homage for the id' Hrahant. wlu*in h.e made Ins la ut^ iMut- 
kingihim of Scotland. | grneral for that kingd(»m, with uidcis to 

JJrc. 24. Lord Douglas, with the carl of the Frenc'', whom h,e called l.is *.ul']ectj=. 
Mar, attacked and defeated Daliol, forcing to pay him obedience, 
him to e»r;qie on a horse without a saddle nencdicl XIL, who tiheti the papal 
b> ( ariisle, from wheiu'u hu sent Edward throne, used all his iiiflucn c with the two 
word of his situat ion. kings to prevent a war. and for that purpose 

•E*'***ff attacked scut two hfi^atcH into England to per^n.'ide 
• ci>tland hy ttea and land, and advanced them to but without any other cfiecl 

as far us tho northern ocean ; in the mean than a short truce, 
line his brother, the carl of Cornwall, ra- 1338. Ju/^ 1.5. Edward sai’»d from 
vaged the western counties of the kingdom. Orwell in Soffidk, with a Ih et . f >00 ships. 

e earl of Murray, regent of Scotland, for .Antwerp, win re ho aui\ed .lidy 22. 
a (Ml prisoner by' lh« English; and the He was vicar of the empire. »nd ha<i 

Huhmitting, Kdwaru returned in an interview with the emperor at Cohiontz. 

rnnnph t(» England. ^ w1ivt«« two thrones wt n* ercclid in the 

1 /I’*-*”® Doops left in Scot- public market place Itf tin .r ;»v.cptiou, 

* < vicated, and their leader the earl of lie visitetl Ghent, and granted tlie pnnci 
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pal cities several privileges, in order to en 
courage their trade with Kiigland. 

1339. Maif 7. Kdwurd, vihile abroad, 
created the duke of J idiers a peer of Eng- 
land, by the title of earl of Cambridge, 
with a ^rant of twenty pounds a-year, pay- 
able' out of the issues of Cambridgeshire, 
also a pension of 1000/. per annum, hut In 
never had a summons to parliament. He 
was Queen Philippa’s nephew, and died 
without issue. 

Jw/y 21. Edward gave tlie duke of Bra- 
bant 60,000/. to be assured of his assistance. 

Jug. 8. Edward’s expenses increasing, 
compelled him to borrow money from all 
the foreign princes that could supply him. 
nor did he scruple the assistance of private 
jwrsoijs. and look uj^ such sums as they 
weie willii>g to lend, though small. lie 
even j>a\vned his crown to the archbishop 
of Triers fnr 50,000 florins. The following 
exhibits the muster-roll of the army, and 
its charges. per day. 

The Prince of Wales . . 20s. Od. 

The Bishop of Durham ,.68 

13 earls, each .... 6 8 

44 bAmns and bannerets ,40 
1046 knights ,....20 
4022 esquires, captains, &c. , I 0 

5104 vintenars and ordcrers on 

horseback .... 0 6 

355 pauncenars .... 0 6 

500 hobelars 0 6 

15480 archers on foot ..,03 
4474 Welsh on foot ... 0 2 

200 as Serjeants .... 0 4 

314 mastuis, carpenters, smiths, engi- 
neers, tent-makers, gunners, Cec., at Is., 
lOd., 6d., and .'3d. each d.ay. 

Total of the army 31,552, exclusive of 
16,000 sailors, for the manning of 700 ' 
shitts, hidingers and victuallers. 

The king claimed the right of purvey- 
ance of ships us well as seamen, and both 
were pressed into his service to the extent 
of his wants. 

Oct. 22. Edward, at the head of 40,000 
men, offered battle to Philip, who retired. 
Thus indecisively ended the first ex|iedi- 
tion to Prance, in the first preparations for 
which Edward had wasted un imincL -c 
treasure. 

The .adherents of D.ivid, king of Set ‘ 
land, besieged and twok Perth. 

1340. Edward takes the title of king of 
France, and quartered ^7ith his own utms 
the fleur-de>luce of France. He at the 
same time ustd the motto, Dieu et inon 
droit.” 

Feb, 8. Tilt king ^mbli'.hed a declara- 
tion addressed to the French, and a mani- 
festo against Philip, whom he only styled 
the earl of Vaiois. 

Feh. 21. He trnlwrktd ft.r England 
where he sunmioned a parlianunf, which 


met, March 29, and made him largo 
grants. 

Ihomas Blanket, and some other inha- 
bitants of Bristol, set up h»om8 in then 
own houses, for weaving those woollens 
that yet bear bis name. 

1.341. In this year the Isle of Man was 
conquered by William Moiitaciiti', earl of 
Salisbury, who thereupon was honoured 
with the title of king of Man. This island 
was subject to Scotland before. 

Ci)pper money began first to be used in 
Scotland and Ireland. 

Edward in person obtained a victory 
over the French at sea. He entered 
France with a largif army, but a truce f(«r 
a year was agreed on. 

Jpf'J 23. A parliament met and granted 
further suppliis. 

1342. During this year Edward was in 
Bretagne, assisting the earl of Mont fort 
against the king of Fiance, but by the 
mediation of the pope a truce was granted 
for three years, and Kdwatd returned to 
E'ngland, March 2. 

1343. The English fleet des'ined against 
Scotland was rend* red onservict able by a 
violent storm, and Edward granterl a truce. 

1344. Jprii 23. Edward e«ilKd a parlia- 
ment, when several good regulations were 
mafle ; among others w.as \hv Si^tuie oj 
Provtiunt, which excluded foreigners from 

cclesi.istical preferments, and reduced the 
pap.il authority in Ehigland. Edward also 
ery solemnly renewed Magna (’h.irta. 

The Madeira Islands discovered by 
Machan, an Ehiglishman. 

Kdwurd gave a grand tournament at 
Windsor ; andtoavoid distinction of rank, 
he erected a circular hall 200 feet in dia- 
nieter, where he feasted all the knights at 
one table, which was called tlie ito*iiid 
Table, in memory of Arthur, who it is said 
first instituted an order of knighthourl by 
that name. 

Plr.lip of France exhibited alike toiir- 
nanuut, and that means got into his 
power several of the noblemen of Bretagne, 
who h.id bided with Edward, and Uheuded 
some of tl.em, whicli provoked Edward to 
send Philip a defiance, and he made gre.at 
prejiaiations for renewing the war in France. 

Quid first coined in England this year. 

134.'';. June 7. A parliament held at 
Wistmiubter, which granted large kupplies 
fur reir wing the war with France. 

Juiy 3. Edward embarked for Fhiiiders, 
and returned to England again in three 
Weeks, leaving the earl of Derby to lH*gin 
ho-vtiliti^'H. ^ 

Sept. 3t). Artaveldt, a partisan of Ekl- 
ward, murdered in a tumult of the people 
iit Ghent. 

13 b.. K<lw.ird held a parliament at 
Webtiiiiusler, by whose advice he took into 
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his hands all the revenues in England en- 
joyed by alien ecclesiastics, and the car- 
dinals of the French faction. To relieve 
the defenders of Aigiiilloii, he hastened 
his warlike preparations, and embarked 
July 4, but was driven back to Cornwall 
by a storm. He re-embarked with his 
anny, which consisted of 4000 men-at-arms, 
10,000 archers, 12,000 Welsh infantry, and 
6000 Irish, besides a great number of the 
chiet* nobility, all of whom landed in Nor- 
mandy. The moment the king landed he 
kiiighted the prince his son, then in his 
lifteenlh year, and several of the young 
lorils. He advanced to Poissy, where 
Philip endeavoured to enclose him between 
the Seine and the Oise, but he took shelter 
in Ptinteise. 

.-lug. 26. Edward encamped at Cressy, 
and tlie Siine afternoon at four o’clock the 
battle lx*g!in. The french army consisted 
ol' above ItMJ.OOO men. The king of Ih)* 
heniia, who, thuiigli blind, was present at 
the battle, having causefi his hurse’s brwlle 
to be fastened to th<'S»? of two brave knights, 
was >lain. His crest, three ostrich reatlier>*, 
with the motto, hh dim. 1 serve, was 
iidopterl by the prince of Walo'i. and h.is 
been always borne by his succes'-ors. In 
tills battle the English use<l cannon for tlie 
fust tiiiie. France lost the king of yo- 
lu'inia, ti.e eatl of Aleiujoii, the duke of 
Lorrain, tlu* e.ul of Flanders, the carl of 
princes, 8 banneret**, 1 200 knights, 
iipwaids of 80 standards, and .diove 30.000 
common solilieis. Edward the day after 
tlie victory defeateil a hinly of inili'.ia tliat 
was C'linitig to Philip's assistance, when he 
slew 7oo0 on the spot. 

Srpt, 8, (’ul.iis iiiveste*! and reduced t*» 
great extremi'ieM hy famine; to alleviate 
wlrch, llie governor turned *uit of the pl;iee 
ull Miie’iess persons, to theann»vuit of l7tH), 
wlium b>lwar«l relieved, and let go where 
tluv pl*Msed. The kmg of Scotlainl en- 
t« re*l England with an army of .')U,000 
nn n, with design to draw Kdwar*l from the 
»*i‘’ge. To oppose the Sc*>t», who had ad- 
vanced to Durham, ipieen Philippa took 
the romniaii*! of some troops, and pro- 
ce»<d»‘il at their head with great expiMlttum, 
and gave them battle fOct. 17] at NeviFs 
f rns-i near Duiham, where she totally de- 
bated the Scots and took David prisoner, 
"hnin she bninght to Eoiidon. 

1317. 4. Calais surrendered to 

Edward on the t. rins of life to the ii.ba- 
bitunts and soldiers, except six of the 
hurghers, who were to he the vtctims of 
E«lw.ird s revenge. These six went bare- 
Innb d, in their shirts, with halters Rlnmt 

n*ir necks, uud presented the keys of the 
^•'vn to Edward, whom they found highly 
‘neensed against them ; and nolwitliNtand. 
*»g the tutercession of the prince of Wales 


and other noblemen, he commanded them 
to be led to execution ; but he could not 
resist the sidicitations of the queen for 
their pardon. A few days afterwards 
Edward made his entry int> Calais; he 
turned out all the native inhabitants and 
peopled it with English, which done, he 
returned inliiumph to England, where he 
arrived Oct. 2. 

Queen's college, Oxford, and Clare*hall 
and Pembroke-hall, Cambridge, founded. 

Edward electe*! emperor of Germany', 
but ho refused it. 

St, Stephen’s chapel, Westminster, was 
built, which then beloiigeil to the king's 
palace, since used for the House of Com- 
mons. » 

1348. Jan. 1.5. A parliament held at 
London, and anuthci»a few mouths after, 
when the king had very' large supplies 
granted him. 

The deanery of Windsor erected. 

1349. Jan. 1. Philip of France endea- 
voured to corrupt the gi»vernor of Calais, 
hut was pr«!Vente*l, and ids troops rou?e<l 
by Edward an*l bis son. The King ge- 
nerously treated his prisoners, and to 
Eustace of Rdiaun.ont, a knight of Pi- 
cardy, he gave a string of {hmiIs of great 
value, for his Yubmr. 

Jfjril 23. E*lwar.l invtituted the Older 
of the Garter. 

.Iffg. The plague, which ha<l rage*! for 
some time in .\Hia and part of Kun)j>e, 
spread itself into France, and from thence 
into Knglamh where it m.'ule its first ap- 
pearance in Dorsetshire, and then spread 
all over the king«lom, and carried off one 
half of the nation ; London especially felt 
its viedence, where in one year ott.OOit j>er- 
Kons were buried in one church-yard, now 
the ('barter-house. Us rav.«ge» were 
chiefly among the lower ordeTs, for the 
Wealthy, shutting theiUNelves up m their 
cattle'', escajH’d the infection. A great 
fall ill pi ices in conseipieiice of the de- 
ciea'-e of consumers ; but in the succeeding 
year they as suddenly rv>se, from the scar- 
city of labourers to cultivate the land. 
Wages advanced enormously, and K*Uaid 
issued a prucln nation to compel the idle to 
work, and to fix the pi ice ot talHuir. His 
efiforts proved abortive. 

A continual rain from Midsummer to 
(’hristmas. 

13.50. dug. 29. Edward, in person, ub- 
t.sintMl a great victory over the Spaniards 
at sea. 

('orpos ('hristi college in Cambridge 
founded by the I relhien of the gild of 
society of (\irpns Christi. 

135i. Mortimer’s atlaimb r reversed, and 
his gramUon resture*! to blood. 

Thu flagellants, or whipped, msd** their 
appearance in bingland. They fir.'*t ap- 
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peared in Htin^^ary, and spread rapidly 
over Poland, Germany, and the Nether- 
lands. Tlieir notion was that sin might 
iHi expiated by scourging themselves, or 
each other, till the shouhlers were covered 
with blood. This was to be repeated 
morning and afternoon for thirty-three 
da\8, equal to the number of years Christ 
is thought to have lived, as full atonement 
for ail transgressions. 

1333. Tiiiiify-hal), and Gonvile and 
(■aius colleges, Cambridge, founded. 

Idod. Ju/y 13. A treiity that David king 
of Scots be ransomed for 90,001) marks of 
silver. 

A'br. 19. The Scots surprise Berwick. 

j335. 9un 20. The king made Baliol 
relinquish his right tf) Scotland for the 
yearly j»ensi ni of *J0(W)/. 

13M3. il/My 16. The bishops held a synod 
at St. Pau.'s, and granted the king a tenth 
fi>r two }ears, and the inferior clergy fur 
one year. 

Sept. 19. Kilward tlie Black Prince ob- 
ta ns a great victiiry (.\er the Freiich at 
Poictieis, wle've John the French king and 
his »>on Philip are take.i prisoners. The 
French b)Sl 6000 men, among hinn were 
feOO nobles, the duke of Bourbon, the j 
duke of Athens, ami fifty other great lonls. 

Edward caused a public thanksgiving 
f.>r eight days. 

13 17. Mat/ *24. The prince made hu 
triumphant entry into Lond.jn, with king 
John his prisoner, and was met by the 
lord mayor and aldermen in all their for- 
malities ; the citizens hung out their plate, 
tajHistry, and armour, so that the like had 
never been seen before. 

Coals fir^t importtil into London. 

Nov. David king of hfcots is released at 
the inti-rcession of his tpieen, king Ed- 
ward's sister, on paying 100,000 m irks for 
hi.s ransom, after eleven ye-ir!’ imprison- 
ment. 

13.'>9. Edward resolves fo carry fhc war 
info France, and confined John in the 
tower. 

March 1 J. A body of Normans lamled 
at IVinchelsea and plundered the town, but 
the Londoners fitted o'.t a number of shi; ^ 
and scoured the seas. 

March. Edward enters France again, 
and marches to the walls of Paris, whi^ i 
holding out against him, he ravages th*/ 
whole kingdom, till 0000 of his men ;. ad 
horses, if we may credit historians, were 
killed by a storm of thornier ai.«i lightning, 
which induced him t > hearken to terms of 
peace ; and the treaty was concluded, 
May 8, IJGO, when the king returned to 
England. By il.js treaty king John was 
set at liberty liter h-ar year^i* iriiprisonment, 
ing 3,000,000 crown. , fur b.is ransom. 
360. John W.'cli'.iff 's name is firtt 


mentioned this year in a controversy with 
the different orders of Friars. 

1361. you. 20. The parliament met at 
Westminster, and approved of the treaty of 
Bretagne. Edward restored to the priories 
the lands taken from them twenty years 
before. 

A great plague in England, which be- 
tween January and July took off in Lon- 
don 57,374 person.s, and among them 
Henry duke of Lancaster; and in Paris 

30.000. 

1362. Ad act is made, that the counsel 
at the bar shall plead in the English 
tongue (the French being used before), but 
the pleadings to be entered in Latin. 

The king being arrived at his .50th year, 
granted a general pardon fur all offences, 
and confirmeil Magna Ch.irf&. 

1.364. Jan. John, king of France, coming 
into England to settle the payment of the 
remainder of his ransom, died in London, 
the 8th of April, his body was carried into 
France, and buried at Si. Denys. In the 
same year likewise came into England, 
Peter, liing of ('yprus, and David, kmg of 
Scots. The four king'* wire entertained 
by the city at the lord mayor's house, sir 
llenry Picard then lord mayor. 

136.5. The pope's demand of the tribute 
grafted hy king John, was rejected hy the 
king and parliament. 

1366. The tiarliiiment met March 30. 

1367. Peter the Cruel, king of Castile, 
being deposed by h:s subjects, the Black 
Prince marched into Spam to his assist- 
ance : and having won the great victory of 
Navarette, April 3rd, restored him to hit 
kingfhim. 

1.369, Tlie war with France renewed. 

May. 27. Parliament met, granted an 
it’d to carry on the war, and advised the 
king to assume the title of King of France. 
Edwanl orfler.'il the clergy to be armed, 
to which they readily conseottiJ. 

1370 Sir Tltnbirt Knoiles was I'Cnt with 
an army info France, and wasted the 
country from (ailriis to Paris. 

Rol<ert Stuart crowned king of Scotland, 
being the first of that surname. 

1371. Feb. 24. Parliament affords a cu- 
rious example of statistical ignorance. It 
grnnfed an aid of 50,000/. to the king by 
a tax of 22i. 3d. upon each parish, sup- 
;>osing ihe, numlier of parishes to l>e about 

4.5. 000. But it was soon found that they 
did not amount to one-fifth of that num- 
ber, and consequently the tax would not 
have raised one-fifth part of the sum 
grairted. T*) remedy the blunder a new 
parliarneiit was summoned in June, whicn 
raised the tax on each parish to 5/. lOi. 
In this last a.Hsembly only half the knights 

j uid burgesses who sat in the foimer were 
' 'lummuned. 
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The charter-house in London finished In his fourteenth, the ninth sheaf, 
by Sir Walter Mcnny. fleece and lamb. 

1372. Lawyers bein^ considered a mean In his thirty-sixth a grant of *208. for 
class ut people, arc declared by the 4t)t)i of every sack of wool, and every HIM) wool 
the king ineligible to sit in parliamtoit. fells exported, and 40s. for every last of 

1373, War with France continued with* leather. 


out any decisive results. 

1374. The king fulls in love with Alice 


111 his forty-third, on every sack of wool, 
438. 4d., and on every last of leather 4/., 


Perrers, a married woman of great beauty, besides the annual customs, 
who had been laily of the btd-charnber to In his forty- fifth, a subsidy of 50,000/. 
queen Philippa: slie wasted ihe king’s was granted, to be raised on every parish 
money. proportionably, and computed that 5/. Uis. 

England retained of her transmarine on each parish, one with another, would 

I.. /1.1 'll .1 , 1 11 


possessions, only C’al.iis, Bourdeaux 
Hayoniie, and a few places on the Dor 
dwgne. 


raise it : this seems to have been a land- 
tax. 

In the forty-sixth, granted 28. on every 


Erlward gives a tournament in .S.iiith- tun of wine, and Od. m tlie pov^ul fur all 
tioirl, when* .\lice Perreia figuies by his merchandize, in consideration of the pro- 
siile ill a triumphant chariot, under the tection of merchant ships and f»reign 
title of “ Lady of the Sun.'* trade: this seems to be the ongin.d of 


tie of “ Lady of the Sun.'* trade: this seems to be the ongin.d of 

l;»75. 'I'he ul 1 king stiU governed !>}' his tannage and poundage, 
c.'ncubnu*. In his tifty-Hrst. granted a jioll of 4d. 

137‘>. Parliatnent iii'^iit upon the king’s on every bead above 14 j ears (»f age. 
removing the duke of Lancaster and Alice 

LiTiers from co‘:rt, with which he com- mciAi. eaovKMKNTS. 

plies, hilt she is Sijon after rcvMilcd. | Till the reign of .John, the superior 

The chancellor and \ ice-ch.incc!Icr ofj courts of law were ai pend.int to the kii.g’s 
Oxford are made Hup uior to t’le mavor uf : court, and accompanied him in his perain- 
Oxford, 111 the guveromeiil of tin* fM\ . hiilatioas. But the seventeenth article of 

Kilw.ird re^t res the duke of L iiica the (iivat (diarter di clans, “('ornmon 

t'l his honours, and establ.shes (I luj^diy | pleas shall not billow our court, hut shall 

courts. * j Ik’ held in s nne certdn )jlace.” 3\) carry 

./(o/r )viwar»l tlu LI ick Pi in 'e d e I, | this article into execution, the Cviurt of 

alter a Itngevi ig l ine- . in the Mth \ ear • ('ommon Fleas was estahb5hed. and settled 
id‘ Ins a..,'!', and \v..s U tied at ( 'auU i-'..urv , Westminster. .VUmt the same time the 


where his tomVi m i\ 1 


i court of King's Benciv waH erected, for tb.e 


1)77. J< hn Wickutl juea- he agiinst trial of actions ami pleas of t lie crovrn. 
the pope’s squeiiMcy, tin- mfil u.ity of' which, as well ns cominou pleas, h.ol fir* 
the church, and tt in inhst* tiatUM. at ' meily heeii held in tlie Kxcheqm r. The 
Oxmrd. instiuitieii of these courts very much dimi- 

Farliameiit app./mts it^ first tpe iker, Sir niched the husini 'S of tlu* Kxciutp er, 
r ♦*nias 1 lunge*; ord. vvlnch hec.ame contiacd. as a court hI jaw. 

Joiie 21. ialw.ir 1 dies at bis mamu- clnefly to the iii.il v>f revenue causes, 
h ' e.v at Sheen ( Richmond L in the b*»th • The prtigress of the court of ('h incciy 
)c,ir of his age, and the olst of his reign, ’ has lH*en so obscure, tliat it i> almost im* 
• i 'l w.is buried in Westminster abhev. | possible to trace )i« or gin. When the 
At the king's giving up his last breath i attfa rer/tn, or king’s court, tluunshinl i i its 
< V. ry hfidy forsook Kim, and .*Vlico Perms ; aiicteiit timlivided jurisdictum, it.e chan- 
rohi.e l him of his jcw« Is, and the rings oir! ceilor sat as a judgi* in it, with the higli 
his lingers, and then withdrew; he was ! justiciary, and other gr»*at officers of Ihe 


attended by one prie.sl, who came in crown; and after 


courts of King’ 


1 V acciilont. Bench and (’ommon Pleas were erectc 

Tiie KiNu’* IV.KI p continued to sit as one of the judges in 

the Exchequer; hut itdoesnotappoarih.it 
The king had by Ids qtieen seven suns he had till a later period a di.stinct court or 
•uid five d.iughti'.^s, of whom three fens jurisMliction of his own. 

one daughter survived him. In 1285 justices of assize and nisi priiw 

„ . . were appointed to go into every shire two 

^ *’'* ^”**' *'*‘**»W‘ or three times a year, for the mere speedy 

rifteenths or tenths on moveabU*H werv* adniinistr.ition of justice. As those ju’^tices 
i;r.uitrd almost every year after Ihe wars were also judges in the cumts at We*«tmin- 
vvitli Franre and s’rotbmd commenced. s*er, they jwrformed their circuits into the 
^ In tlu; kings tiiirleeiith year, the. tenth country as they do iu)\v.»n ihe tunes of the 
u' vacations of these courU. By auv)ti\vi 

'“I gr«uitcvl, besides 30.t)0t) sack$ of vroo\. \ staUtfo iu I'TVL the just\v,'c» of assise wen 
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appointed to be justices of gaol delivery in three juries of twelve men each. The first 
all places on their circuits. was ordered to present all whom they knew 

In addition, Edward 1. often issued a to he chiefs of the tumult ; the s^coml gave 
special commission, under the name of jus- their opinion on the presentation ol the tire", 
ticesof traile Hatton y for the prompt tiial of and the third pronounced the vertiicr, of 
ofifences. These were sent into ditfereut guilty or not guilty. No wilug^ses were ex- 
parts of the kingdom, emjxiweretl to try and ainined. The juries spoke from their per- 
ptinish all murderers, incendiaries, robbers, sonal knowledge. 

and thieves ; all who beat and wounde*! jury- The measures taken to give greater vali- 

men and others out of malice, with all who dity and precision to acts of parliument 
hired, assisted and protected them. These may he reckonetl among judicial iiu- 
commissums were commonly executed with prov ements. New laws, »s already ex- 
80 much dispatch and severuy,that for a time plained, were introduced in the form of 
at least, they rid the counties of the more petitions to the king, and were e iher 
audacious criminals, either putting them to granted, denieil or delayed. Those jieti- 
death or forcing them into banisbmen*. tions that were granted were afterwards put 
To supjuess riots and tumuhs, to punish into the form ol statutes by the clerks in 
small uifences, and determine lesser ouitro- Chancery, inserted in the statute roll, aud 


versies, Edward appointed coiisei\.»iois, or 
justices of the peace, in every county ; uiid 
at the same time abolished the office of 
high justiciary, as invested with too much 
]K>wer, to be intrusted in tl.e hands of a 
subject. He not only made these salut.tiy 
changes in the cunrls and magistracy, i>v(t 
vigilantly watched over thetr proceedingH, 
aud severely punished i egliger.ce or op- 
pression. 

One of the greatest improvements injudi- 
cial administration, was the mtruduciiun of | 
trial by jury. But tlte ancient constitution of 
juries was very different from the modern. [ 
Jurymen in the present day arc triort of the | 
issue; they are individuals wrho found their i 
opinion uyun the evident e adduced before ' 
them; and the verdict delivered by them is 
their declaration of the jiulgment which 
they have formed, lint the aivcieiit jurymen 
were inipauelletl tt» examine into the ciedi- 
bility of the evidence; the qiustion was 
not discussed aud argued lefore them; 
they, the jurymen, were the u itnefmfi them 
telvesy and the verdict was .snbstautially 
the ex.amination of tliose wdinesses, who 
of their own knowledge, and without the 
aid of other testimony, afforded their evi- 
dence respecting the facts in question to 
the best of their belief. Trial l)y jury, 
therefore, was only a trial by witnesses, not 
a trial of the accused by Ins equals; the 
jury only gave evidence of the fact, not a 
judgment on the truth or falsity of -iic 
accusation. 

According to this, mode Alice Per rt 
was tried in t\ie reign of Richard II. 1 
jury consisted of sixteen knight* Mud 
esquires of the late kii g s ho iseliold, .>ho, 
from their situation, had lieen in the habit 
of witnessing the conduct of Perrers. 
The trial was before a roimv.itfee of the 
House of LonU, and six of the jurv' 
were examined ag iinsl the accused. I LinJ 
Hist. 227. 

When Tre-iiuin tried tlu- jri.urgpufs ir 
W'ut Tyleris insurrection, :»e impanelled 


ratisinitted to the sheiifis, to he promitl- 
gated ill the county courts. But these 
tonus were not alwa}s punctually executed. 
Sometimes the petitions, though granted, 
weie entirely laid aside ; at other time.s 
they were lornieil into st.iiu es, but not 
published, and ofren they were so altered 
;n the transcnptn n, as m t to reach the 
grievance fur which they Inul been obtaiii- 
cmI. As a remedy ft»r tliis abuse, tin* com- 
mons required that the more important of 
these jetitiuns should l e put luhj j roper 
form and publuhed during the parliament, 
in tfie prestiice ol the king, ami before the 
two houses. They could then appeal to 
them as matteis of record, and if tlie) were 
not ubscTved by the king's officer!*, tl.ey 
Could inquire into the cause next session. 

iSNH OK cut nr anu uk ciia.nckut. 

The setilemeiit of the chief courts of jus- 
! tice at Westminster, in conformity to an ar- 
I tide iuthe(iieat (Jh.>rter, brought together 
I the pruh-ssors ol the municipal l.iw , who be- 
fore were disperserl about the kir.gdr.m, ar.d 
formed ilieni into an aggregate Unly. Be- 
tween the chrgy and i.uiy there hud lung 
been violent ci/iilists .ectiiig the ililro- 
■ dm ion of the cuil l.iw. tlie former being 
anxious to make it the law of the laml, and 
the latter, with equal jvrtin.icity, insisting 
on h'ing iroverned by the municipal or 
cummuii law. As the clergy liad the con- 
tr.d i/fthe imiver.Hities.the pr« fessors of the 
c. mnon law weretxcluded Iruiii them, anil 
Cw.is»r uned to establish an university for 
thetr«* lv» 8, which thi y were now enabled 
toi’iij from iHfing assembled in one place. 
They * g ill by purchasing at various limes 
certain iiunses and lands (af.erwards called 
the inns ut court and of chancery) laftween 
Westminster, the piece of holding the 
king’s court, and the c-ty of London, f»r 
tlie advantage of read^ access to one. and 
plenty of provisions in the other. Hero 
they naturally fell into collegiate order— 
♦ xerd .es were ;>erforined» k'cturea read, mid 
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other immunities of the regular universities 
assumed. After being established some 
tune, the crown took them under protec- 
tion ; and the more etrectually to encourage 
tlitou, Henry 111. issued an order, directed 
to the may^ and shenfls of London, pro- 
hibiting lavHo be taught any where else in 
the metropolis, except by these bodies. 
He also funued the members of each ion 
or lodging house into a corporation, and 
established roles for their regulation. The 
societies, feeling their importance, began 
to exercise the privilege of bestowing rank 
upon their students of a certain standing, 
and coiiferretl the degrees of barrister and 
serjeant, corres)>ouding to those of bachelor 
and doettir in the univerMties. 

In the inns of Chancery, the younger 
students wore usually placed, *‘ learning 
and studying,” says Sir John Fortoscuo, 
the oiiginals, and, as it were, the elements 
Ilf the law, who profiting thoroin as they 
grew t.i rijieness, so were they admittei! 
into the greater inns of the same study, 
ealliMl the ions of court.” And in these 
coliegiale inns of both kuuls, he goes on to 
S'ly, the knights and barons, with other 
grandees and uoblen.en of the leahn, did 
use to place their chiMreit, though they did 
Hot desire to have tiuun thoroughly U .irned 
III the law, or to g. t their living by its 
practice; and that m hi*, time ^ t(l I ) 
t .ere were about t vo th>•u^aud s»iudei»tH at 
these sevei.il inns, ad of w om, lie say., 
wer».* ///a nohi/ium, or geiitieuieu born. 

llcict* It is cviiieui, that ui tl.** time of] 
Il' iiiy VI. It was thouglit higlily ueces- 1 
'' iry, and was the unhersal ju.ictsce, f.>r | 
the young iiohiiitv ami gentry to be in. 
stiiietetl lu judicial K'iruce. faut by de- 
giecH the custom has fallen into disuse, so 
thill in tue reign of Kliiaheth Sir Kdwani 
Cose rb’Cs not reckon aUive a thousiind 
siindi Ills, and the numUT at preKcnt i» con- 
!>i'li'ra!>Iy les.s. 

F.oin Hugdaltf and Stow it Ap{«.irs 
J unes I, made a giant, hy letters patent, of 
the premises of tiieMidille and InnerTemple 
to the benchers of both sucivties, to hold the 
•'A iieinperpetuitydtU'fherece]ition and edu- 
cation of the professors and s’lidentsof the 
law t.f ihe realm, paving the king the Mim 
ol ten piiiinds u-year tor each of the Tern- 
I’es. A similar grunt for a hke purpotk* 
"•‘H uiade of CiTay's-imt hy lletuy VIU.; 
'he fee-simple of liiicolnViiui was coti- 
'eyi'd to the benchers of that society for 
a like obj|.ci by Queen Kbsahetli ; Clement V 
‘'to and Lyoirs..inn are vested in the society 
tin; Middle Temple ; Harnarirh-inii anti 
. t.i]»le n.ioo, in the society of («ray\<inn; 

taues’-imi and Ftirnival\.iim Utciy sohl 
't tile hociely), in the society of Liiicohrs- 
trom these fhcti it ap|wat», fhese 
I elies were fouiidid for the piirfiose of 


promoting legal knowledge; that tlie differ- 
ent estates aliove enumerated were con* 
ferred on the societies for the advancement 
of that object ; that the mode prescribed for 
carrying it into effect was by giving public 
instructions in the different inns, and that 
such instructions were actually given at the 
period when those estates were granted to 
the benchers. It is unnecessary to state, 
that these lienchers have ever since been iu 
the reception of the profits of these estates, 
and that no legal instructions have for a 
lung time been given in the inns of court, 
or any measures adopted to direct the appli- 
cation of those who may feel disposed to 
study. At the Inner Tt-mple the exercises 
are compounded for by the jiayment of 
money. In the Middle Temple the form is 
observed, hut with, no real utility. These 
ions, with Ctra\'s-inn and Lincoln’s-inn, 
are the only socie ies the members whereof 
.ire called to the bar. Admission to the 
inns i f Cliancery, which are Harnard s- 
< 1111 , Siaple’sdun, Fuitiivars->inn, Lyou's- 
ittn, Thii\iev’-inn. Clement's-inn, Clitt'urd's- 
inn, and New-inn, would now be of no 
avail in obtaining a call to the bar. 

ClIANUKS IN TIIK COIN. 

KdwMrd III. made a material alteration 
in tin* '.tate of the coin in 13 Iti, by com- 
tn.uidmg 22«. Cut. to be coined out of the 
Tower pound of silver. Bylhis regulation 
th** weight of the silver penny, wi.ich was 
stiii the largest realco n, was reduced from 
2J:J to 20 Troy grains, and the pound to 
.O J f. Stl. ofour money 'J he same jinnce made 
a still greater change in by coining 

gro.its and half groats, the groats weighing 
ve\enty-two Troy graiU'* ; and sixty ot the^.e 
gr«*.itN making a nominal pound sterling, 
ron*aining only ns much silver as 4(>«. 6</. 
of ir r money. 

The coinage of gold was one of the 
greare.st alMnalioiis made by KMward ill. 
Hy the aih ice of his ctuincii, J.inu.iry 20, 
1314, he commanded florins of gold to be 
coined, and to ]o\hs for Cm., half-fl\<rins fur 3f., 
anil ipiatter-florms for It. t>rf. money of that 
time. Hut Kdward,ainungat tisimuch j rofit 
by the coinagi .ha»l sel too high a value upon 
these pieces, w 'null prevented their curren- 
cy. To remnL thus, he ccniiMl that same 
year nobles, balf-noblc'', and farthing- 
noblea, the noldv to pass for f»f. Sd, and 
tbe gold of tbe first coinage to be brought 
to the minb and sold for its nal value* lit 
the first coiimgi* .i pound of gold was rated 
at fitteen jiuuiids of silver, iu tl;e Second at 
only 13A 3#. 4»/. The noble was so cnUcd 
I itt'.er OH accuunt of its vahia and beauty* 
bong t* 0 largest and finest then known, 
or on account ot th * l iUiouraUe i>ccasion 
<11 wbu'b it was struck, the gr’- * naval 
siclorv over the French, t blamed by Ld 

• 1L* 
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irard in |)erion in 1340; for on that coin workmen hy contracts and waget, 

Edward appears cumpletely anntd, in a the kinj; asvesked every county in England 
ship, with a naked sword in his right hand to bend him a certain number of masons, 
Tht se nobleN, half and quarter nobbs, con- ulerSf and carfienters, as if he had been 
tinned to be the chief gold coins to the end levying an army. 

of the fourteenth century The tir^t toll we read of in England 


The method of coining money in th s 
period was very s mple. The inetal was 
cast from the melting-put iino sheets 
long thin bars; these were cut with shears 
into square pieces of exact weights, uc 
Cording to the denomination of coin in- 
tended : these pieces were formed into a 
round shu{)e by a hammer, after which, 
those of silver were blanched or made white 
by bidhug, and last of all they were 
stamped by g hammer, which tiinshed the 
opt'ration. 

It was not so easy in^hese times, at 
present, to exchange gold and sdver coins 
Lr each other; and theretore Edward and 
several of his succt*^sor' took this otlice into 
their own hands, to prevent extortion, us 
jieli as for their own advantage ; and they t 
perlorme^l it by appointing ceitaiu j'ersous, ' 
furnished with a competent quantity oi 
coin, in London and other uiwiis, to he the 
only exchangers of money, at fixed ra’es. 
These royal exchangers had also the ex- I 
elusive privilege of giving the cut rent coitn j 
uf the kingdom in exenauge for foreign 
coinM, to accommodate ineichunt strang* r», 
and of purcha^ng light money for tlie use 
of the mint. As several laws were in force 
(9 Edw, 3. caps. 1, 0, 10, U ) again?»t ex- 
porting English coin, the king's exchangers 
at the several seapoits fiwnished mer- 
chants and others who were going al road, 
with the coin of the countries to which 
they were going, in exchange for English 
money, according to a table which hung 
tip in their offices for public inspection 
Hy these various operations they made con- 
siderable profits, of which the king had a 
share. The house in which the r«»yal ex- 
changer kept his office was called the Ex- 
change ; from which it is probable the 
modern Ktructures, where merchants meit 
to transact busine&s, derive their name. 

H Hen. Hist. 345. 


MISCXnLANlES. 

The magnificent cattle of Windsor w& 
built by Edward HI. The architect was 
the celebrated William of Wickham, ine 
founder of Winchester Ctdlege. Tne mode 
of conducting the undertaking illustrates 
the tnannen of the age. Instead of en- 


fur mending the highways wasimposed in 
ihi.s leign; and was im repairing the road 
betwixt St. (ades’s and TempK-lar. 

The cuntla^t betwixt the price uf labour 
and the lewards uf niilitaiy st-rvice is lin- 
gular. A reaper, in the fiist week of Au- 
gust, was nut allowed above two-pence 
-day, nearly sixpence present money ; in 
the second wi ek a third more. A master 
carpm er was limited through the whole 
year to three-pence a-day, a common carpen- 
er to two-pence, money »'f that age. \N ages 
were fixed by act ul pariiument. If a man 
‘oarderl with his employer, oiie-tliiid of 
iiM wages was the piice of his suhsistence. 
Xu man was allowed to wuik out of his 
ighbourhood, except the iiihai>ituuts of 
Staffordshire, Lancashire, Derbv shire, 
('raven, and the marches of Scotland aud 
\VaUs, who had always been sccustuined, 
like the Irish at present, to seek employ- 
ment in all partH of England. A soldier*! 
trade was best paid. The pay uf a enmmou 
soldier was sixpence a-dav, equivalent to 
live shillings present money. He was en- 
listed #ii!y for a wry short time. Qunhuc- 
ces!!>lul cainpaigii, by pay and phmder, and 
the ransom of prl^onerH, was sup{>ostd to 
he a small fortune to a man, and enabled 
him to live idly the rest of his life. 

Many laws were enacted to restrain /worirry 
of living. Xo man, iiudei a hundeed \-uuiuls 
a*year, was allowed tir wear gold, silver, or 
silk 111 hisi lu’.lu'K. St-rvaiits were also pro- 
hildted eating ffesli meat or fish ul>ove 
once a-day. Xu one way allowed either 
for diiiiur or supper a'.iove three dishes in 
:h cour.*e, ami not alove two courses. 
Among the ad venturers uf the age may 
be meutuned an English tailor. In his 
youth he was bound apprentice to a tailor 
in l>*ndon ; quitted his trade, and went a 
soldier into France, where he was knighted 
. for bis valour , aud going into Jtalv, was 
vf much in favour with the duke of Milan, 
th.<: he gave liirn his natural daughter in 
nn rtage. After the duke*s death, he 
served the commonwealth of Florence ; and 
dving III their service, the Florentines, in 
tistinior^y of their gratituiie for his valour 
and ser ces, erected an equestrian statue 
uf marble to his memory. His name was 
Thomas Uackwood, tbs son of a tanner in 
Umtx 
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rHE task of government was beyond the acquirements of this unfortunate 
prince. Defective education and premature accession to power, rather than 
want of natural parts, unfitted him for the kingly office. He uas violent 
in his temper, profuse in his expense, fond of idle show, devoted to fa- 
vourites, and addicted to pleasure ; passions all of them inconsistent with 
an equitable and vigorous administrati^'o. Had he possessed the talent of 
gaining, still more of overawing, the great barons, he might have escaped 
the chief misfortunes of his reign, and been allowed to carry much fartlicr 
his oppression over the people, without their daring to rebel or even 
murmur. 

The demands of Wat Tyler and his followers showed that a proper sense 
of existing grievances had spread among the least enlightened classes of 
the community. They demanded the abolition of slaVery, freedom of com- 
merce in market towns without toll or imp«>st, and a fixed rent on land 
instead of the services due by villainage ; all reasonable propositions, 
ihoiigli society was not yet prepared to concede them. 

John WicklifF, a secular priest educated at Oxf ud, began in the latter 
10(1 of Edward III. to spread the doctrine of rcrornuiUon, and he made 
many disciples among all classes. He denied the supremacy of the church 
of Koine, the real merit of monastic vows; he maintained lliat the Scrip- 
tures were the sole rule of faith, that the church was dependent on the 
state, and should he reformed hy it ; that the clergy ought to possess no 
estate ; tlmt the numerous cerl'monics of the church were hurtful to true 
religion ; and that w here contrition is sinccTC, confession to a priest is 
useless. He was a man of parf.s and learning, tinctured with the enthu- 
siasm necessary to make Iiead against the dominant superstition. 

Three calamities of a very direful nature must have been remarked to be 

freipient occuncnce during the middle age : tlu se were fires, famine, 
^nd ])cstilcnce. Tin* first resulted from nearly all buildings being of wood 
and an irn|aufcct municipal police. The second originated not only in 
had seasons, and the desolation of war, hut from the ahsenee of commerce, 
which prevented the scarcity of one district being relieved by the redundant 
produce of another. Great Huctuatuma in prices, and m the wages of 
lalxmr, necessarily resulted from frequent famines and tlicir natural conse- 
'ptence, increased mortality of the people. 'J he |H?»lilcntial fevers which 
raged willi such malignity, may, in part, be ascntwnl to the want of foml, 
luel, air, and clothing, to vast tracts of irreclaimed land, to towns crowded 
and filrhy> as well as to the low state of medic al know ledge. 


EVENTS AND OCtTJKRKNCKS. 


1377, Richanl. the only surviving child 
ot Edward tlif Black Brince, suewed^fd to 
ilie crown ort ttu* death of hts grandfather, 
l-cmgatmwt eleven years old. 

J»f/y Pi. Tho young king was crowned at 
\\''MmiiiHtvr, The coiunatiun oath, with 
\iulu ulteratiun, was the tame as that 
•ow uHcd. The champiooshin at this cori>- 
'uliofi is tlu; first mentioned til history, but 
certainly of an older date, as U ws% 
'‘ limed by virtue of a right annetsil to 
crivelhy nuiior in Lmcolnshiro, Imme- 


diati’ly after the solemnity, the young king 
conferred several dignities on h>s uncles 
and other noblemen, to whom he granted 
peti(iion< of a thousand marks each. 

The truce with France expired without 
Wing renewed or prepared against, and the 
French infested the coa«ts of England. 

Ordt rs were issued lur arming the clergy. 

0(7. 13. The king heid a parhameut, 
which settled the adnuuislratioiK' uiug tlio 
minor ’ll y, when the duke of Lancaster was 
disappointed of Ix'ing sole regent, and Alico 
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Perrers. the late king's favourite, had all he 13S1. The truce with Scotland was re- 
estates confiscated, and herself banished. newed on account of the plague. 

Parliament granted a subsidy ; and tha: The first Liw encouraging the use of bills 

it might not be misapplied in the king’s of exchange in mercantile transactions. But 
minority, stipulated that it should l^e lodged the Hist contrivance of this instrument was 
in the hands of two aldermen of London, to by the bishop of Hereford in 1*255. 
be applied only to the war against t raiice J/ay 2. The severity with which the tax- 
and Spain, who were at this time in con- gatherers collected the poll tax occasioned 
federacy against Kngland. a rebellion, headed by Walter, a t\leroi 

1373. John Philpot, an alderman of JX-ptford. Tyler’s rabule consisted of above 
London, fits out a fleet at his own charge. 100,000 men, and were spirited up by John 
and takes several prizes ; being called to Bail, un itinerant priest, whom the m<>b 
account, by the duke ot Lancaster, for an- let out of Maidstone gaol, on May 3. He 
noying the nation's enemies without autho- iireached to the multitude upon this pro- 
rit)’, he w'as honourably acquitted, and ertdal rhyme; 

theailmiuistratioii censured fur lu.t protect- ^nd Kve span, 

ing the trade the kingdom. Who was then a gentleman 

Aov. 20. The Scots gained by the 

French, suddenly broke tiie truce, aiul by They first cleared the gatds of all the 
surprise took Berwick; but it was retaken )risonen», and then |-roceeded to lAUidon, 
a few da« s after by the earl if Northum- where at first ihey met with resistance; 
Vierbnd, with 10. 000 men, who defeated t forcing their passage over the bridge, 
the 8cots, when the celebrated llot'pur hey plundered the city and seized on the 
was present, and siu'ualized his courage. Tower; they there found the .*»ichbi»hop of 
The plague raged in the north of Kng- '’anterbury and the lord-treasurer, witl^' 
land, which o‘ bge«l the two nations to a uauy other noblemen, who were imme*' 
better observance of the truce, without a diately l>eheadi*d by the rebels; next 
new treaty. they proceeded to the palace of the duke 

Greenlaiiil discovered by a Venetian. of Lancaster, at the Savoy, which they 
1370. Wpn/ 25. A parliament met at burnt, with the archbishop of Canferbmy's 
Westminster, and laid a tax upon every palace, ^nd the magnificent priory of St. 
man in the kingdom, from the highest to Jv hu’s, Clerkenwell, on May 24th. This 
the lowest, according to hi.s station. As this j ‘hi.ie, tliey ilivided themselves into three 
capitation tax was grailuited according j bodies ; Wat Tyler remained utxmt the 
to each person’s rank uml estate, the scale | Tower with 30.0li0 men; Jack Suaw, ano- 
is subjoined;— therot their leailers. advanceil into the ci'y 

A duke or arclibishop , • £o 13 4 with the rebels of Kssex. to the number of 

A justice of either bench, or the HU.iMM) ; the rest, under the conduct of 

chiefbarun . . . .^ 0 0 ' another leailer, lodged ft.einselves upon 

A bishop, an earl, earl’s widow Mile-eud Gretui. The king published a 

or the mayor i f London . 4 0 0 general panlon, which tlie Kssex men em- 

A baron, banneret, k;iight ecpial braced and returned home. Wat Tyler 

ill estate to a banneret, their rejected the idler, and the king proposed a 

widows, aldermen of London, conference with him in Simthfu Id, where 

mayors of great towns, and ser- Wat behaved with great insolence, taking 

jeants at law . . 2 0 0 hold of the king’s horse’s bridle, and 

A knight, esquire, or great mer- threatening him with his sw'ord, which so 

chant . • . ,10 0 exa-jn.* .ited Walwwrtb, lord mavoi of Lou- 

A sufficient merchant . . 0 13 4 «lon, who attended the king, that without 

An esquire, or attorney at law . 0 ft H considering the danger to which the king 

Others of less estate . . 0 .3 4 was exposed, he plung»‘d a dagger into 

A marrieil labourer . . 0 0 4 Tyler’s throat. The reUls were preparing 

A single man or woman . 0 0 4 to revenge his death, which Uie king pre- 

Thu tax on clerg\uii ii varied according vented hy erviug out in a resoUitu and 
to the yearly value of their benefices, from J ' iriigei u* voice, ** Will you kill your 
40t.to 2*. Monks and nuns paid accordiug t wh«» will tlien redress your wrongs?’’ 

to the value of the houses to whi«.h they which staggered their resolution, and they 
belonged, 40d., 2(bi , \2d., or 4<f. \ threw dow their arms. On this occasion 

^3^0; Jaw. 17. Piiriiarnent held at | the digger waa addid to the city arms, and 
Westminster, in which foreign ecclesias- j the king knighted Walworth, and several 
tics were render<»d iucapayle of holding of the aldermen, on ihc occasion, and 
benefices in Bngiand ; it also ex]>elle«i fo- granted th» m lands for ever 
reign nionks. lourt^^m c omiuisvio^o rs were There were other instirrections in Norfolk 
appointed, to examii.e into th»: disju.s.d of and Suffii Ik, where the rioters Imriit all the 
the revenues of the cro'A'o. a:;ci ut ch .rters in the abWy of St. Kd 



RICHARD II. A.D. 1377 to 1399. 


69 


mund*8 Bury ; also of Ihe university of 
Cambrid|^e ; but tliey were defeuteil by the 
bishop of Norwich. 

July 2. Upwanls of 1500 rioters were 
hanged, among the chief of whom were Jack 
Straw and Ball the preacher. Some of tJiem 
were hanged in chains, the tirst example of 
that mode of puuisbment. 

1382. Jun. 14. The king married to 
Anne of Luxemburgh, in tiie chapel royal 
at Wes' mi lister, and was crowned .soon 
after. Instead of her bringing a dower, 
Uichartl gave the empeior 10,000 marks 
for his alliance, and was also at the whole 
charge of bringing her ovt*r. At the 
queen's request the king granted a gene- 
ral pardon. 

Richard made choice of flattering fa- 
vonntes, to whom he grunted considerabie 
sums, hut they were refused to be sealed 
hy the chaiicelhir, as being indiscreet 
grants, which the king resiiited, and de- 
manded the seal, and sealed them himself 

1 '83. fVA. 21. A parl anietit h. Id at 
Westminster, when Wicklitf presented se- 
ven articles, containing the substance of 
bis doctrin* s. 

JftrU The bishop of Norwich em- 
h. irked with 50.000 foot ami 2000 horse. 
M'heu he arrived at <'aUii» he attacked 


for Spain, with an army of 20,000 men, to 
recover the kingdom of Castile, but is un- 
successful. 

Oct. 1. A parliament met at Westmin- 
ster, and as a great army had been levieti 
to resist the French, the king wanted a 
supply ; which the parliament not readily 
granting, and adilressing him again*.! his 
favourites, he retired in disgust to Kltham, 
and disputes arose between the king and 
parliament. 

The commons impeach the ministers of 
the crown, which is the .st^cond instance of 
parliamentary impeachment, the first hav- 
ing ticcurrcd at tlie close of the leign of 
Edward III. ^ 

The tirst c ompany of linen weavers set- 
tled in Knglaml ^his year. 

13«7. William of Wickham, bishop of 
Winchester, foumlM a colirge at Wmclies- 
ter. 

The first high admiral of England ap- 
pointed. 

The king’s favourites endeavour to make 
him absolute, and the king communicated 
his design to the sheiilfs, who refuse to en- 
gage in the plot ; but the judges determiue 
that the king is above tne biw. 

l3St. H'lmVis were this year invented by 
a man at Venlo. 


Fliiuder., ceutraiy to his direetloAs, and 
was obl;g*'d to lettre, alter havt g in bat- 
tle kdU'd ten or twelve timui.ind of the j 
French. | 

0< /. 25. I'lte French and Scots in eon- I 
juiictiun made descents into Eugi.tml, which 
obliged Richard to cad a p.arltauietit. | 
which granted him a subsidy to continue the : 
w ir, 

* .Vee. 12. Parliament met at Weitminster, 
which granted the king a large supply, 
an 1 levreised the seiiteiure passed against 
.'Mice Perrers, in a former parliament, 

Dre 30. Wicklitf dies of a|Hipexy whde 
asMsiing at the mass, at hts rectory ol i 
l/itterwurtii. H** was dug up Hirty )eaiM 
alter and hum! fur a heretic. 

1 385. Sir John Holland, the king’s ute- 
rine brother, basely assa>sinaled the eail of ^ 
Siafflird's eldest son, and took sanctuary i 
111 Beverley Abbtry. The king refuMing to ! 
pardon him at their mother's eariieat soli- 
citation, she <lied of grief at Wallingford 
t '.istle, and w.i* buried in the church of 
the Frivirs Minors, at Stanfiird, where the 
hing afterwards built a chajvcl. The king 
soon alter pardoned his hiuthvr. 

The king m.vkes R.dn'rt de Verc marquis 
of Dublin, the fir.t who Uire the title of 
marquis iu Kngland. 

l J8t). The king of Armenia, who hwl 
been expellvd his dominions by the 'rurks. 
viHiteil Knglind for succour, when Richard 
K^mited bun lOOOA p r annum. 

1, The duke of l^aucaatei embarks 


The coi\f» der.ite lords take ^vossessiun of 
lamdon, setteupon tire judges, and com] el 
the k>ng to discard his minwters, and call 
a parluiment, where th»*y aMaint the arch- 
tnshop of York, the duke of Ireland, tl>e 
earl of Suffolk , chief justic* Trcvsili.iii, 
and others ; .dterwnr.ls hang up Tu-ssi mil 
and sever.il i ther persons uf quality. ;»nil 
b.inish the other judges to Ireiaiid. They 
aUo compel the king to renew his euro, a- 
tioii oalh, and pass an act of general |>ai- 
doii. 

13Sj^. /'VA. The Sc tsravagi* the borders, 
when Hotspur marchetl against them, and 
with hi<v own hand slew Dongl.is, their 
leader, hut he was defeated and taken 
prisoner at Chevv ( base Aug. 1.5. 

I3S0. The king decl.ues himself of 
age. and makes alti rations iu his ministry. 

William of Wickham m-uJe lord chan- 
cellor, 

1390. Termination of the di-pute with 
the court of Rome ielati%e to j rovisors .uul 
reierMiuouH. 

1391. \ Urt^le plague and a famine, 
very va^vere in l^vgUud, 

The king was so eVTavag.«it in hi* ex- 
penses. that ill his kiichen alone he had 
ab ive 300 duniesficii, and is said daily to 
entertain 6000 person*. 

Piayiug cards invented for the amuse- 
ment of the king of France. 

1392. A* ihfi king’ll revenue* were not 
•ufllctent to support his rx|H*nses« he at- 
tempted to burrow lOtHV. of the cttiien* 



70 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


of London, but was refused, which he re- 
sented, und under colour of punishing a tu- 
mult of little consequence, he stripped the 
city of its privileges, took away the charter, 
and removed the courts of justice to York; 
nor would he restore them till the London- 
ers had presented him with 10,000/. and 
two gold crowns. 

Aug» Disputes with Rome revived under 
Boniface IX., who nominates to a vacant 
prebend in the church of Wells. 

A'ur. 3. A parliament held at Westmin- 
ster, which granted the king a subsidy. 

1393. A rebellion in Ireland; the king 
prepared for his journey there, and called a 
parliament, January 2*2, at Westminster, for 
a supply for fliat purpose. 

The mercers’ company in London incor- 
porated. * 

June 7. Queen Anne died at Sheene, and 
was buried in Westniin.ster Ablvy. 

1395. Wickliti’s doctrine gains ground, 
and his followers growing numerous, made 
the clergy apprehensive of consequences; 
they solicited the return of the king, who 
left the earl of March to manage? the war, 
and arrived in KngUnd in M u , to suppress 
the Lollaid>. 

The Canary Isi inds discuvored by some 
Spanish and French ajlventurer.> ; and this 
seems to have been the furthe^t point to- 
wards the south-west to which any Curoj can 
had proceeded by sea at the end of the four- 
teenth century. 

1396. The duke of Lancaster married 
the Lady Catharine Swinford, widow of 
Sir Thomas Swinford, b) whom he had 
four children, in ihe liiVtime of hi^ former 
duchess. These he afterwards procured to 
be made legiiimate by act of p.iriiainent ; 
and from John Beaufort, eldest soiiof J«>hn of 
Gaunt, by Catharine Swinford. Henry VII. 
of the house of Lancaster, derived his right 
to the crown. 

Oct. 31. The king married IsaV/elia, 
daughter of Charles VI. king of France, 
but seven years old, and a peace was made 
for thirty years. They were married in St. 
Nicholas* church, at Calais, bythearchbi- 
shopof Canterbury.and she was crowned the 
January following. Richard is said to have 
expended on his marriage not le.ss thai 
300,000 marks, and received with therpieen 
but *200,000. Hichard’s excesiive expenses 
occasioned him to make u|e of illegal me- 
thods for a supply, so that almost all the 
jiohles and rich men were obliged to le* . 
the king money, though it was well known 
he never intended to repay it. 

1397. Jan. TL The king called a par- 
liament at Westminster, which granted him 
supplies. In this parliament th.e jmlges 
banished to Ireland obtained leave t<f return 
to Kngland. 

Feb* Rkhard determines to wreak his 


vengeance on his uncle, the factious duke 
of Gloucester. 

Ju/g. The duke arrested at Fleshy, and 
conveyed to Fiance. 

Aug, 1. The king called a meeting of 
the peers at Nottingham. 

Blackwell Hall purchased by the city of 
London. 

Richard began repairing Westminster 
Hall, and caused the walls, windows, and 
roof to be taken down and new built, with 
a stately porch, as it stood till the present 
renovations. 

Sept. 17. The king called a parliament 
that rept-aled the aetj* which abridged his 
prerogative, and particularly an act which 
empowered eleven lords to inspect the pub- 
lic revenues, and call his ministers to ac- 
count ; and it was declared they were trai- 
torously obtained. 

The archbishop of Canterbury, the 
earls of Arundel and Warwick, and duke 
of Gloucester impeached of treason ; 
the archbishop and Warwick were banish- 
ed, .\rundel was executed, the king be- 
ing present at the time. The duke of 
Gloucester was smothered at ('aUis, as the 
king apprehended danger were he publicly 
executeil. His cor|i<>t‘ was brought to 
Kngland, and buried in \VebtI^.in^ter 
Abbey? The king gratified several of the 
lords with the titles and estates of tbo.so 
who were executed. Richard appears to t>« 
justly charu'ed with duplicity and breach 
of faith in these proceedings. 

139>5. Jan. 22. The parliament met at 
Shtewsbury, and strove to carry the prero- 
gative to its greatest extent. They passed 
ail act, delegating the authority to a select 
number of bods and commons nominated 
by the king. Richard brought into Shrews- 
bury a nuineroijs guaui of the mdina of 
( Jushire, who expresseil so strong an in- 
clination to serve him, that to gratify t lie 
county, he erected it into a principality, 
and added to the rest of his titles, that of 
prince of (’hester. 

Oct. 6. (’ommissioners from Scotland 
met some others from Kngbiud, at Hauden- 
stank, on the borders of the two kingd“ii>s, 
f' r settling an exchange of prisoners taken 
^in^e the tnice at Lcuiinghain, 1389, and 
to regulate uiher aflairs. 

A' V. A rebellion broke out in Ireland, 
when Roger Mortimer earl of March, go- 
y nor ot Ireland, was kided in battle. 
'Ibis pric’d', who was declared by act of 
parliament presumptive heir to the crown, 
left two sous, b(ilh of whom died without 
issue ; but the marriage of Ann their sister 
with the duke of York’s S 4 *cond son proved^ 
a fertile source (»f troubles, which long 
afflicted this kingdom. 

The king prepared for his journey to 
I. iaiid ami for that purpose extorted ino- 
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ney from hit iiabjocts in an arbitrary* man- 
neti which renderati him mure odious than 
ever. 

Dec, A quarrel between the dukes of 
Hereford and Norfolk proposed to be de- 
cided by duel, but prevented by the kini', 
who banished both the dukes, contrary to 
the privileges of the nobility. 

lo99. Feh, 2. John of liaunt, duke of 
Lancaster, died, and was buried in St. 
PauTs Church, and the estates of his son, 
the duke of Uerefurd, seized by the king. 

Seventeen counties charged with treason, 
in arlhering to the duke ot Gloucester ten 
years before, and obliged to purchase their 
pardons of the king. 

Large sums extorted from the people, 
by way ot loan, and their j^ruvisiuns seized 
for the use of the army without paying for 
them. 

The earl of Northumberland declareil a 
traitor by the king, who also banished him 
aud coufi^CHted his estati's. 

The duke of York being appointed giiar- 
.lian of the kingdom, the king embarked 
for Ireland, where he arrived May 31, at | 
Waterford, from whence he marched to j 
Dublin. I 

Ho was n'teiideil by the sons of the duke 
if Lanc*u«*er, by his tliinl wife, and l^y 
those of the late duke of (tlooresterf whmn 
he carried like hostages, and took with him j 
the best part of his jeweis, as if he had [ 
foresetMi he should never more return to his ! 
palace. 

Juitj 4. In his absence, Henry, lute duke 
o( HerefurtI, now duke of Lancaster, lan<h d 
in Yorkshire, and was joined by thenob.lify 
and gentry. He ]»iildi>hiHl a manif* sto, de> 
clariiig he came to ledrevs grievances, atid 
that he had no design ojHin the crown. The j 
regent endeavoured to levy tr< ops, hot with- 
out accomplishing his design, which occa- 
siuntNlthr nlini^tr\ to desvit him and retire 
lo llristo), and the regent threw up the care 
ot public tifiairs, atul retired to his own 
house. 

The dokc of Lane tsfer marched to Lon- 
'lull, and was received with joy ; from thence j 
be went to Bi istol, which Mirreodered to 
him iinuivdiately. The earl of Wiit^h ie 
'Out In'* co'iipaiiions he belieadeil. When 
ilicliard ht-ard of theae trunsaetioQs he im- 
priMiiied the duke*s brothers, with the duke 
ut (iloiicester's SuDS, but was rletaiiteil by 
contrary winds, which occasioned the dia- 
persion of some troops raised in 1‘he^hire 
iind Wtdtfs fur his assistance. Richard at 
length landed at Milfoil! Haven, aud iti tin* 
niiilj,i of his disirvis retir«<l to C mway 
< astle, and pnqmsed an accomtnodatmn 
•‘ih the diiko of Lancaster, when he uf- 
«»td to the duke of NurthumlwrUud to 
■*iMgn his crown, provided that life wat 
Vtt'mised him and eight othera, and ^tired 


an interview with the duke of Lancaster. 
The king and the duke hud an interview, 
and on August 20, went together to Ches- 
ter, and from thence to London, where 
Richard was confined in the Tower. 
Richard's treasure and jewels* to the value 
of 700,000/., fell into the hands of the duke 
of Lancaster, who summoned a parliament 
in the king's name* 

S'‘pi. 29. Richard made a public resig- 
nation of his crown, by delivering it up, 
with the sceptre, and other ensigns of roy- 
ally, and by an instrument signed with his 
own hand, confessed himself unworthy and 
unfit any lunger to govern ; which wus the 
next <)ay laid before the paijiament, who 
ordered articles of acciusation, and reasons 
for the depositiop, to be exhibited ; when 
the duke of Lancaster claimed the crown. 

In this leign, John W'altham, bishop of 
Salisbury aud chanrellur to the king, in- 
venteil the writ of tuhpatna^ returnable 
only in chancery, in order to bring feolfees 
ol laud to Uses, directly into that court, to 
I iiiuke them accountable to those for whose 
use they helil the land. It was soon alter 
a[»j lied for and obtained in other ca.se8. 
which giea ly increased the business of 
equity in ch.ince*y. All the chancel ors of 
Kfigiatul 111 this ^»eriod weie clergymen. 

T\XKK IN Tins KKKiN. 

They were generally fifteimths and half- 
fiftcenihs. or laid on wool, wool fells, .'ind 
leather, very moilerately ; but in the king’s 
fourth year, there was a geiieral pull-tax of 
three groats a liead upon the Uity. 

In his eleventh, thr« e shillings a tun 
was granted on wine, ami one shilling in 
the pound on int-rchamliKe. 

Ill h.H fv nirtei ntli. tl.ree shi'diu'.r'i a tun 
was granted on wine, and one shilling in 
the }>iMi;d oil meichaudiae. 

Ill Ins e>i:hleentl» the same for three years. 

The misfortunes t»f the king have l»ei*n 
attributed to his extravagance au<l pecu- 
niary exactions, hut they do not apjs'ar to 
have < xcecdeil those of bis predecessors. 

WAURfI OF BATTI.K. 

Ah the Celebrated duel, or rather prepa- 
ration for a duel l>etween the duken of 
Hereford aud Norfolk, foiui a>i interesting 
occunence in the reign of Richard II., 
Miirie account of the origin ami nali re of 
the jutbcial combat may be prvq>erly iu- 
troduccd. 

l ire and water onlealt had been used in 
Normandy as well as Britain Wfore iW 
(.'onqiieat, aud were contiiMUHl in Koghind 
after that event. Hut five judici.iJ combat, 
or wager of battle, though n had l*ei ii long 
s ttabli^hed ow tin* continent, w..s first m- 
trodticed into England by the Ncimana. 
This, like other otdeale. was an appeal to 



BRITISH CURONOLOCiV. 


the judgment of God, on the supposition the king was slain. Robert de Montfort 
that Heaven would always interfere to uccuseU him of having done so with a 
defend the right. As the judicial combat treason.ible inttiuiou, and ufieied to prove 
was esteemed the most honourable, it soon the truth of his accusation hy combat, 
became the most common method of <fe- Henry de E^sex denied the charge, yn.i 
terminiug all disputes among martial accepted the challenge. When all pre- 
knights and barons, both in criminal and hminaries were arranged, tlie duel took 
civil causes. W hen the combatants W'ere place in presence of Henry JL, and all his 
immediate vassals of the crown, the com- court. Essex was deteated, and expecied 
bat was performed with great pomp and to be carried out t » immediate exccutiuii. 
Ceremony in presence of the king, With the But the king spared his life, contenting 
constable and marshal of England, who himself with coiiHscating his estate, and 
were the judges ; but if the combatants making him a monk of Heading abbey, 
were the vassals of a baron, the combat The prioiy oi Tiiimuuih, in Northuin- 
was performed in his presence. If the berland, was a cell of the ,abbry of 8t. 
person accw«ed was victorious, he was Albans. One Simon claimed a light to 
deemed innocent ; if defeated, •guilty, and the maintenance of two peisons in the 
subjected to the punishr|peiit prescribed by pru>ry, which rlie prior and monks denied, 
law for his offence. If the accuser was This cause was brought l^efore the abbot of 
vanquished, he was hy the law of some j ^>t. Albans and his court-baron, who ap. 
countries subjected to the same punishment I Pointed it to he tried I )y combat before 
that would have fallen uiwii the accu-^ed ; | him and Ins barons. Ralph Gubinn, ]iiior 
hut in Kngland tiie king had power to | f Tinmouth, ai peared on the day up- 
miligate or remit the punishment. ; iwnnted, aitended by his champion, a man 

Several kinds of persons were legally ex- of gigantic stature. The champion was 
empted from the necessity of defending defeated, and the prior lost his cause * at 
their innocence or their prijperties hy the which he was so much ch.igriiicd, that he 

judicial combat; as women, priests, the immediately rcsigneil his otfice. tUnrut 

sick, infirm, maimed, young men und» r Hut. vi. 44. 

twenty, and old men above sixty. But By slow degrees the judicial combat was 
all these might, if they pleased, employ supei^^ileil hy the more rational mode of 
champions to fight in their viiidicatiun. Inal ly jury, and law)ir.'i tuc k the place 
Two examples, one in a criminal, the other of champions. Henry 11. contributed 
in a civil suit, will illustrate the judicial mifch to this improvement, especially in 
combat. civil causes. He allowed tbe deleiidant 

In U5B, Henry de Essex, hereditary in a ple.v of right to support his title either 
standard bearer of England, fled from a by single combat or by the oaths of twelve 
battle in Wales, threw from him the royal m^*n of the vicinage, called the grand 
standard, and cried out with others that assue. ^ 


IV. A.U 




This was a busy and active reign, but productive of few events callinir f... 

nistration. wcL2 lZL 'V of the adn.i- 

compelled him to court the favour of il,c Deonle^K^ ^ tl>e earl of March, 
tiveaj and the men who were originally deemed ^oTn^oih®'' representa- 
raiM money, became by almost imLrceptible dp,rrpi 
legislature. " ^ -grees a coequal part of the 

In the first year of the king, they procured « I,™, .v, . 
cumng with any iniquitous measure^ should !«• e '» con- 

,r ,<L ki.;., I„ ike ''“'If 

incv insijtfed on maintaining 
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the practice of not granting any supply before they received an answer to 
their petitions. In the fifth year they desired the king to remove from his 
household four persons who had displeased them, one of them Henry’s 
confessor. In the sixth year they vote4»the king supplies, but appointed 
their own treasurer to see that they were expended on the objects for which 
they had been granted. In the eighth year they proposed for the regula- 
tion of the government and the household thirty important articles, which 
were all agreed to ; and they even obliged all the members of the council, 
all the judges, and all the officers of the household, to swear to the ob- 
servance of them. Although these limitations of the executive govern- 
ment were not uniformly maintained, subsequently, they show that some of 
the more important elements of the constitution had begun to be agitated. 

Tlic vast possessions of the clergy, and their exemption from public 
burdens, were justly complained of by the commons ; but this j»?alousy of 
the ecclesiastical order did not prevent them from passing the first act for 
the burning of heretics. By this law' any person who*pre8iimed to preach 
or teach any thing contrary to the catholic faith, and the determination of 
the holy clturch, was to be burnt before the ])eople in some liigh place. 
This l^loody statute stood unrcpcaled till the year 167T. The clergy were 
not slow to enforce it ; for, as will he seen in the events and occurrences 
of this reign, that the ecclesiastical court having condemned William 
Sawtry, a l^ollard, he was burnt alive by virtue of the king’s writ, directed 
to the mayor of Loudon. 

KVENTS /^Nl) ode LRUENCKS. 

1399. Henry, nurnamed Bolin^broke. 5<i*n for the late king's ileposition. and his 
only son of John of (vaunt (duke of Laii- own prcimutiun. 

cast'T, and fourth son of Kdward HI., hy 14Ut), Jnif. (ti'oflVv (diaucerlhe pov* lied 
Hlaitche, his first wife), claimed tlie crown this year, aged 72. 

in the w.iy whicl» has heeu rvlatcil dtiriug A great cunspiracy of the nobdii) to re- 
the life time of his predecessor. He or- store Richard. They were defeated, and 
dered the lost parliament , summoui d m many nuhleinen executed. 

Rrehard's name, til avsi mhle, witlu ut issu This unsuccessful attempt sealed the 
ing new writs. The archhi-shop of ( .in- doom of the late king, ^ome say Richard 
ti’il)tiry harangued iheiii in praise of the nas starved to deatii. others that i)e oas 
i!vw kin^. attnckiul li\ fi^ht asMssimt, of nhoin he 

Of'/. 13. 7'hi* I>eiiig the aunivvruary of sJfw four. As the laxly was conveyed to 

the day on wliich Henry went into banish- London, the face was exposed to public 
inent. he was crowned with the usual for- view, that spectators might Ihj satisfied of 
inaliti<*N, being then 33 years old. He its identity. He was buried at Langley, 
lodged the night before in the Tow'er, I fourteen years after removed by' 
where he made his three .sons, with several Henry V., and honourably inferred in 
sous of the nobility, anil others, to the Westminster abbey. He lived thirty-three 
number ot torty-six, knights of the hath. years, and reigned twenty-two years and 

Henry gave the isle of Man to the earl three moiitlis. He died without issue, 
of Northumberland, fur the service of car- In the summer of this year a sect of 
rying the sword, with which the king land- fanatics appeared in Italy, who wore a 
cd at Ravenspur, at his coronation. long white roln*. and covered their faces 

Parliament reverses several acta of at- with a white veil, that they might not be 
♦aiiider, and reduces all treasons to the km»wii. They assembled in l.irge bodies, 
2.)th of Kdw. III. and undertook pilgrimagt*s of eight or ten 

Or/. 23. Parliament detennined that days; during which they walked in j’ro- 
Hicliard Iw kept in confinement dining cession, from town to town, following a 
his life, with a princely allowance ; but in large crucifix, chanting hymns, and fast- 
case any jierson attempt liis deliverance, ing on bread and water. They were op- 
Riehard should he the firat man to sufiet posed by the pope, seveiely forbidden in 
death Henry dispatched ambassadors to France, and their landing in Kr^glaud was 
the difTercnt courts, to give a plausible rea- interrlicted by the king's pri;chimation. 
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jiuff, 23. Henry inarched against the 
Scots, and burnt Edinburgh. 

The emperor of Constantinople visited 
England. 

The king married his eldest daughter 
Blanche to Lewis of Bavaria, prince pala- 
tine of the Rhine, and gave her a fortune 
of 40 OOOL 

1401. Jan, Henry assembled a parlia- 
ment which passed several acts in favour 
of the clergy. 

Feb, 19. Sawtry, the rector of St. Oswyth, 
London, examined for three hours before 
the convocation of Canterbury. His here- 
sies conNistecl in a relusal to worship the 
cros'J, and a denial of fransubsfantiafion. 
Wishing fo esca[»e a cruel death, he tried 
to extenuate his doctrines, but when the 
archbishop urged him^o profess his belief, 
— That after consecration the substance 
of the bread and wine no longer remainetl, 
but was converted into the substance of 
the body and blood of Christ, which were 
really and truly in their proper substance 
and nature in the sacrament as they were 
in the womb of the Virgin Mary, as they | 
hung upon the cross, as the * lay in the I 
grave, and as they now resideil in heaven j 
he sttn)d aghast, and after some hesitation ; 
declared, ** That whatever might he the ) 
consequence, he couhl neither understand / 
nor believe that doctiine.” On this the 
archbishop pronounced him to he an ob- 
stinate heretic, and delivered him to the 
mayor and sheriffs to he burnt in Smith- 
field. He was the first person who suffer- 
ed this painful death in Kngland for 
maintainingthe doctrinesof P^ote^tantism, 
and being a respectable clergyman, his 
execution caused great dismay among the 
unfortunate followers of Wickliff. 

A marriage proposed helweeu the late 
king's widow and Henry’s son, which did 
not take effect, and the queen was sent 
home. 

Archbishop Arundel tried to rectify an 
abuse which had long prevailed, of hold- ' 
ing fairs and m.trkets in churchyards on 
Sundays. He prohibited this practice ex- 
cept in harvest time, when it was thought 
to be necessary. 

The citizens of London brought water 
by leadt'U pipes from Tyburn brook to a 
conduit or cistern erected on the spot, 
where before stootl the Tun prison in 
Curnhiil. On the side of this conduit w i.s 
erected a cage, with a pair of st(>ck8 ove; 
iL for the punishmt nt of night-walkers ; 
and a pillory for the public exposure of 
cheating millers and bakers. 

1402. The king levied a tax for the 
marriage of his daughier. 

Several persons of distinction executed 
for propagating reports that Richard 11. 
was alive, and at the Scottish court. 


June 22. The Scots invade England, 
but are defeated on Ni^bet Moor, and 
about 10,009 of them slain. 

Sept. 14. Another battle at Homildoti 
hill, in which the Scotch are completely 
defeated, chiefly by the skill of the Eng- 
lish archers and the bravery of the 
Percie.s. 

The French demand a restitution of the 
portii>n of the widow of Richard, as a set- 
off; the English demanded the ransom 
due for their king John, taken by Ed- 
ward HI. 

1403. Feb. 7, The new queen arrived 
in Engl.ind, and the king received her at 
HVstmiiister, where the marriage was 
ioleinnized, and she was crowned the 27th 
>f the same month. 

JMarch. The Percies, in concert with 
Douglas, whom they had taken prisoner 
t Hninildoii hill, form a conspi acy against 
Henry in favour of the >oung earl of 
March, the rightful heir to the crown. 

Ju/y 21. The conspirators defeTited liy 
Henry at Shrewsbury, anri young Percy, 
uninmtd Hotspur, killed. Percy and 
Duugla.s depended chiefly on taking off the 
king in the beginning of the engagement. 
They ch.irgeii with the utmost fury the 
troops which defended the royal standard, 
and drilled the standard-bearer, and several 
other knights habited in the king's armour. 
The king hiujji^lf was once dismounted, 
and his son tTC prince of Wales woundeil 
in the face, in the violent charges made 
by Percy and Douglas. In this battle fell 
most of the gentlemen of Cheshire, and 
5000 of the common soldiers on ilie part of 
the malconttMits, with nearly as many on 
the king’s side. 

1494. Jan. 15. WiUiam of Wickham, 
bishop ofW inchest iT, died. 

A descent of the Hrcions who landed at 
Portland, hot they were repnlseil ; they 
then lanrled at Dartmouth, where the 
women signalised theru'ii Ives, drove them 
hack to ilieic snips, -and took several \'ri- 
sioners of liistinction. Notvi ithstaiuling 
these frequent j.induigs, the nations were 
nut at war with eacli other. 

Dr;L 0. parli.ment met, which consisted 
* i such as were iv)f skilled in the laws, and 
to which ♦he clergy gave the epithet »»f the 
1 ilite, ite Parliament,’' for their petitioning 
te king, who demandr-d a supidy, to seire 
par. of th- revenues of the clergy, as they 
fiossessed 9 third part of the lands of Eng- 
land, and did hun no ;>erHonal service, hut 
sfient their revenues in luxury and idle- 
ness, instead of applying them to the uses 
their found* rs intended ; the petition was 
rejected. 

1405. Afay 14. Henry, prince of Wales, 
suppresses die insurrection of Owen OWit* 
dc .r in Wales. 
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Great guns first used in England, at the 
siege of Berwick. 

The king called a coim^l of the h)rd8, 
and desireu an aid uf money, being ashamed 
to ask the parliament who had lately grant- 
ed him a considerable subsidy. But the 
lords flatly refused to comply with his de- 
sires without the consent uf parliament. 
The clergy made the same denial, and the 
king dismissed them with signs of dig. 
pleasure. 

Muy, An insurrection in Yorkshire, 
headed by Scroop, archhUhop of York, an«l 
the earl uf Nurihiimls^rland, which is siip- 
j)re8s»*<l. The archbishop was taken hy 
stratagem, hut the earl escaped to Her- 
wirk. The king arriveil at Pontefract, 
where the prisDuer was tried, roiideinne<), 
anil beheaded. This is the first instance 
uf a hishop suflering death in England 
under the sentence ot‘ a civil jndj^e. The 
pope exconnnnnicated all concerned there- 
in, which cost Henry laige sums to pro- 
cure absolution. From Poiitefnict the king 
wei.t to Yoik, where the lords Hastings 
and Falcoiihndge met with the Mime fate. 

Aug. 7. I’he French lamled in Wales, 
with 14d sail and 1*2,001.* men., hut lord 
Berkley and Henry Pay took ioiirleen and 
ilestroyed fifteen of their ships in Milford 
Haven. # 

Oct. 3. The king made a grant of the 
Isle of Man to Sir John l^|||||[Jey, ancestor I 
of the earls of Derby. 

1406. Oct. 10. Philippa the. king’s 
daughter embarked fur Denmark, hut her 
nuptials were nut consiimmateri till next 
year, October 25. 

A parliament met at Westminster, but 
as they lefiised any supplies, and only 
passed an act for the freedum of elections, 
the king kept them assembled till they 
complied, 'llrs parbanieiit g.ive the mer- 
chants a remarkable commKssion, that they 
shouifl gii,»rd (he seas from May I fill 
Michaelmas, 1406, niid in consideration 
h.v\e thiee. shilUngs from every tun of 
Wine imported or exported, twvUe jwnce in 
the pound, and the fouith part of the sub- 
sidy uf wools, leather, &c. 

James, n prince of Scotland, son of king 
Huln-rt, goes to France fur t'diictition, hut 
p'ittijig on shore in Norfolk was detained 
b) lIiMuy, and confined in the tower of 
h'Midon. Koberi dud of grief three days 
ni'i r receiving the news of his son's coii- 
fnu nient, and James became king. His 
^‘> cle, the duke of Allrany, look on him 
the regency, during (he imprisonment of 
the ymiiig King. 

bMi7. A conspiracy in Ixnidon iu|>- 
i n-Hsed before it was curried into exerntion. 
A terrible plague raged in Ixmdon, 
swept ofi aliove 30,<t(>0 iuhahdatits. 
the king not daring to stay in I.ondoti 


whilst the plague raged, retired to the 
castle of Leeds, in Kent, but being desirous 
of removing to Fleshy in Norfolk, he took 
shipping at Queenburuugh in the Isle of 
Sheppy, to cross over to Lea in Essex, and 
narrowly escajred being taken by some 
French pirates, who took all his baggage 
and most of his attendants. 

Aug. 5. Robert Knolles, who bad sig- 
nalised himsi'lf in the wars with France 
under Edward 111., died at his seat at 
Scenethorp in Norfolk, and was buried in 
White Friars church, Lontlun, which he. 
had built. He likewise budt Rochester 
bridge, and founded a college for secular 
canons at Ponte fi act. 

A'ot*. The duke of Burgundy cliiised the 
duke of Orleans to be a.ssassinated for ob- 
structing his lakinjf CaUi)., and was so 
powerful as to procure his pardon from 
the king of Fiance, who was brother to 
the duke of Orleans. 

The collars of SS first worn in England. 

1408. Feb. 19. The earl of Noithuin- 
heriand raises another iiisiirrection in the 
ninth, hut was killed at Hrainhann Moor 
before he couId assemble his forces. The 
abbot of Hales was t.ikeii fighting by the 
earPs side, and was hanged •^oou after. 

Y>c/. 20. A parliament held at (ilouces- 
fer, and in November was removed to 
WVsiminster, where it granted supplies to 
the king. 

1409. March 25. The schism of the 
church ended by the council of Pisa, which 
coininenced ni 1378. 

3 lie parish clerks of I^ndi>n perform the 
play <d' tlie Creation of the H^rfd before 
a nuinerotis assembly of the n«»bility at 
Skinners Well, near Olerkenwell. After 
which they adjourned to Siu’vthheld, to be 
]iresenl at a tournament between the mar- 
shal and gentlemen of Hainault, and the 
earl of Somerset and a like number of 
Engli'jhineii. 

1410. Jan. 27. A patViatnonl Wing sum- 
moned, the sheriffs were ordered to have 
iu> regard to the majority of voices at elec- 
tions, but to return such ineinliers as would 
he most subservient to the court. The 
commons, however, petitioned the king to 
pans an act tor fining shevitTs that made, 
false returns: praved again, that part of 
the n'veimes id llie clergy m'ght be np- 
jdieil to the defence of tl«e kingdom, and 
that the statire tor hurning heretics might 
he re|Hi>aled, The petitions of the pailia- 
ment were rejected by the king, througb 
fear of the clergy, and he oiderv! John 
Hradby, or Badly, ii tailor, for execution. 
He was convicted of heresy liefoni the 
archhidn p of ( anterbiiry, h« ought to 
Smithiiehi, and lairot in a \ ipe or cask. 
Hviiry prince of Wales was present a* 
the execution, and in vain offeied him ft 
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parden on condition of recantation. After 
he was tu the fire the prince had him un- 
loosed, taken out ot* the fire, and prumiNod 
hiiii a pension fur life and a pardon pro- 
vided he would recant ; but llradby refused 
the ofier, and sufieied death with heroic 
courage. The commons considering his 
execution an insult, refused to grant sup- 
jdies, till obtained by force, May d. 

The Knglish rax age Scotland near Kdiii- 
burgh, and carry off a great bootj\ 

1411. Guildhall, London, was rebuilt 
this year, at the city's expense. Toe 
university of St. Andrew's, in Scotland, 
was founded about this time. 

Ahe. 3. The parliament met at West- 
minster, ^letitioned the king for a general 
pardon, which he granted, excepting only 
Glendower and his Adherents. This par- 
don was dated December 22. 

1412. Wi.ilst king Henry was endea- 
vouring to recover his reputation, which 
had suHered since his accesMtm, the prince 
of Waks was daily destroying his by vi- 
cious excesses. Aothing wus talke^l ot hut 
the riotous and extrava^ ant pranks of the 
prince arul his companions ; and one of his 
favuuiites being arraigned for felony be- 
fore Sir William Gascoigne, the chief 
justice of the King’s Bench, the prince 
was present at the trial, to overawe the 
judge; but his presence not preventing the 
condemnation of the enmuiai, the prince 
was so exasperated as to stiike the jtalge 
on the face, who not regarding t)ie (pnility 
of the ofteiuier, commanded him to be 
arrested on the spot, and coninutted him 
tu prison, to which the prince as recdily 
submitted. The juilge's courage and the 
prince’s moderation were much admired. 

1413. Jan. The king wa.H seized with 
fits and a luatbsorne et upturn on the face, 
which the vulgar considered a punishment 
for the execution of archti'ht.p Scroop. 
Henry began to lose faith in hts favourite 
maxim, that the success of an enterprise 
is a proof that it had received the favour 
of Heaven. 

3Jai'ch 20. His last fit seized him as he 
was at his devotions mi St. Edward's chapel 
in VV estminster abbt )'; and from th> net 
he was carried to the Jerusalem Chamber, 
Coming to his senses, uiul being told the 
name of the place where he lay, the mg 
replied, ** God’s will be done : it was pro 
phesied of me tliat 1 should die in Jeru- 
Mo/em; behold here 1 am and imme- 
diately expired. He was iu the 47th year 
of his age, and the 14th of his rvign, and 
was buried at Canterbury. 

More noblemen were executed in this 
than in any preceding reign, and the bar- 
barous manner in which executions for 
treason were conducted will be seen from 
the folkiW'ing extra* t ffoni hvfgarfCt lln- 


toryj copied from the MS. of a centom 
porary writer. It describes the execution 
at Oxford of Sir Thomas Blount, who was 
concerned in the unsuccessful rebellnm iu 
1400, to restore Richani II. ^ He was 
hanged ; but the halter was soon cut, and 
he was made to sit on a bench before a 
great fire, and the executioner came with a 
razor in his hand, and knelt before Sir 
Thiimas, whose hands were tied, begging 
him to pardon his death, as he must do 
his otfice. Sir Thomas askeil — * Ate you 
the ]»crson appointed to deliver me from 
this world ?’ Ihe executioner answered, 

* Yes, sir: I pray yon pardon me ! ’ And 
Sir Thomas kissfd him, and pardoned him 
his death. The executioner knelt down 
and o{)ened his bedy, and cut out his 
bowels straight from beloxv the stomach, 
and tied them with a siting that the winil 
of the heart should not tscMpe, and threw 
the bowels into the fire. Tin ti Sir Thomas 
was sitting before the fiie, Iun belly open, 
and his bowels biirniog before him. Sir 
Tiioinas Krpyngbaui. tin* king's chamber- 
lain. insulting Hiouiit. s.tid to him in de- 
rision, * Go, seek a master that can cure 
yoti ! ’ Blount only ansuereil, * 7e Dtum 
/authimus. Biesseil le the day on which 
1 was born, and blessed be ibis day, for 1 
shaM die in the service of my sovereign 
lord, the noble king Kichard I ’ The ixe- 
cutioner klMi^dovva 1 efoie him, kissed 
him in an hlffiule manner, and soon after 
his head was cut < H, and he wes qnar- 
Vol. iv. ;1B1. 

Ki.Sli's ISSl'E. 

He had insue by Mary de Bohiin, 
daughter of Humphrey eail of lleretord 
and Essex, — 

1. Hriiry of Monmouth, his son and 
.successor. 

2 . Tliomas duke of Clarence. 

3. John duke of Bedford. 

4. Hm itphiev duke i f (iloiicesler. 

He had two daughters; Blanch, mir- 
ried to ti.e duke oi B ivana, and Hiuhppa, 
married to Erie king ol Denmark. 

By hi.-» last wite, Joan, daughter of 
Charles king of Navarre, he had two 
children. 

TAXr.8 IN Tilts UKION. 

l.'iJD. Fifty shdlmgs on every sack of 
wool from denizen**, 4/. from sti angers ; a 
tenti. and fifieenth fur three years. 

1401. One-teiith, one-fifteenth, 2t. a 
tun on wine, and bd. in the pound on 
merchandize. 

JltM'y had 40,00<i/., or as some tuy 
40,(.M)0 nobles, fur the WHrr'mge of hi® 
eldest daughter Blanch, namely, 20#. on 
every knight's fee, and 10#. on tf ery 20/. 
per aun. land. 
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1403. A subsiUv ou wool an«l wool foils 
for three years; is. on every tun of wine, 
and 1#. in the pound on merchandize. 

1404. Taxes so i;reat they were ordered 
not to be recorded. 

1405. Two- tenths, and two-fifteenths, 
subsidies on wool and leather ; 3«. a tun on 
wine, and Is. in the pound ou merchandize. 

1406. Three shilliiifi^s a tun on wine, 
and Is, in the pound on merchandize, 
^iven to the merchants for defence of the 
seas, with part of the subsidy on wool. 

To the kinjj, one-tenth, oue-fifteeuth ; 
duties on wotd continued. 

1407. One-tenth and a half, and the 
like Muhsidy on wod, Ac. 

1410. One-til tcenth, with the usual 
(liitifs on wool and leather, with tunna);e 
and pounda^^e ; 2U,000A whereof given the 
king to diNpose of at pleasure. 

141*2. The like duties continued, and 
every 20/. per anii. land paid (is. 8(/. 


ACTS PAHSKU IN THIS UKtCiN. 

*2 Hen IV. cap. 14. The most remark- 
.a^ le act that passed in this year was that 
In;' hnrning Lollards or heretics, who had 
ularnU’d the clergy l»y prt aching against 
ihisr enormous revenues. 

(!ap. 20. That no Welshman should 
pi.rchHse lands in England. ^ 

4 H« n. 1V\ cap. 3. Fur confinnution of 
the litierties of holy church. 

(.'ap. )2. That provision shilild he made 
for the vicar and the poor, whcie hvuetices 
arc appropriated. 

Cap 15. That foreign merchants shall 
lay out the money tin*) receive lu re, on the 
inercliaiidiies of this leaim. 

C'.ip. 16. That no gold or silver shall 
he carried out of the realm. 

a Hen. IV. cap. 4. That it should In* 
iMwP) to use the craft of niulliplyuig gold 
“r 'i i\er. 


f ap. 5. Made felony to cut out the 
t or pull out Bu e)e. 

7 lien. IV. cap. ‘2. The realms of Kng- 
Cnd and Fiance limited to the king's heirs. 

Cap. 8. lliat no I'Tovtston shall le 
^cr anted of a Iwiiefice that is full. 

(hip. 14. That in elections of knights 
’ f ^hi^es, the names of the persons elected 
’‘hall he returned m indentures seahd by 
dir rli'ctors ainl the rtts{H.*rtivv sheriffs. 

11 Hen. IV. rap. 4. 'Ihiit every Aheriflf 
‘tialviiig a false return shall forfeit 1 00/. 


it'. imi aMTY-~.CIIIVAI.UY — COSTl UK— HOW- 

»»'UH-i.AN«cA<ir., A.D. 1*216 to 1413. 
rude and almost unlimited hospitality 
a distinguishing (etuure tit lluj man- 
of the age. Our kings lived more 
k*of an Eastern monarch, or of a 
‘utar chief, than a mrxlvrn prince. Ac- 
'hording to Stow. Richard ILordinurily fed 


at his tables 10,000 people. The magni- 
ficence of the great barons kept pace with 
that of the sovereign. The household ex- 
lieuses of Thomas earl of Lancaster, in 
1313, amounted to 7,309/. — a sum equiva- 
lent in the command of commodities to 
120,000/. of present money. Other earls 
and barons in general spent almost all their 
revenues, the produce of their vast do- 
mains, in ho<«pitality at their castles, which 
wrere always open to strangers of condi- 
tion; as well as tu their own vassals and 
retainers. This profuse huspitaliiy began 
to give way to more refined luxury towards 
the close of the fourteenth century ; and 
some of the barons, instead of dining in 
the great hall with their nuinemt's depen- 
dents, dined someiimes in a private parlour 
with their own families and familiar friends: 
— a deviation frniii ancient custom, very 
unpupular, and subjecting tliem to much 
reproach. 

The spirit of Cuiyai.iiy continued to ex- 
ercise a favourable iidluei.ce ' Ver manneis. 
Although this code of gentlemen in the 
middle age was, like that of the present, 
not ulwavs consistent with strict utilita- 
rianism, It prompted to the performance of 
noble exp. oils. A true kmght was sworn 
to be good, br.ive, lo) al, just, gentle, and 
getierouM ; a chaini'ion oi the church and 
liie ladies, a leilresser of the wrongs tf 
widow's ant) t rphaus ; — vows, it is trtic, 
not always observed. Edw.ird the Black 
Pi nice w as an illustrious knight, yet h:s 
chiv.ilry did not restrain him from most 
reprehensible deed** ; os the massacie of his 
prisimers, and ihe restoration of Prtir the 
l.'rtiel, the tyrant king of ('ustile. It often 
eliciti d the display of a romantic br.ivtrv, 
ill which youthtul and amorous knights 
1 ought as much for the honour of their 
“ nnKtress's eye-bmws," as their ctainlry. 
In 1379. a party of Engli>h iiiul a party 
of French cavalry me! ne.»,r ( herburg, and 
immedi.»tet\ prvp.iretl for battle. When on 
the p.oint of engaging, Sir l.ancvlot de 
Lorres, a French knight, cried alovuh that 
he had a more laautifid mistress than any 
« f the English. Thi.s was den ed by Sir 
John ('o|*idand. wlio ran the Frenchman 
through the lu dy wnh his ^^>ear, and laid 
him dead at hi.s het. On another oc».u- 
sioii, a number of young Englishmen put 
each a patch on one of his eyes naiking 
a solemn vow to hia mistress that he 
would not take it < ff lid lie harl ^HMlormed 
some notable exploit in France to her ho- 
lUMiT ; and these gentlemen, Froissart 
says. Wen* much admired. 

Chivalry declinttl in England during 
the ttigloriotit reigiii of Jv<hu and ilnny 
III., but revived under Edwaid !. 31). * 

iTlnrr? wiu one of the must accomplished 
knighta of the time, anti both delighted 
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mnd excelled in feats of chi?alry. Edward 
HI. also encouraged it both fiom policy 
and inclination. He instituted the noble 
Orvler ofthe (tarter in honour of the sex, 
and revived the round tab;e at Windsor^ 
where he celebrated several pompous tour- 
nameiits, to wl.ich he invited ull ^tian^els 
who delighted in feats of arms, entertained 
them with tlie most lluwiii^ hospitality, 
and loaded such as e.vcelled in inaitial 
sports with honours and rewards, iu order 
to attach them to his person, and engage 
them in his service in the Fiei ch wars. 
Philip de V alois became so alarmed at his 
]>roceediugs, that he sttiip a lival table at 
Pans, and endeavouix-d to render his tour- 
nameuts^iore spieiidid than those of Eng- 
land. In short, chivalry was a mania ; it 
had much in it thait was vain, childish, 
and ridiculous ; but perhaps it was not 
more remote from reason ami truth iu its 
institutes as a moral code, than the nii>« 
taken science and real suierstitioii of the 
age. 

The fashionable Costlmk of the time 
was taiidry, fantastical, and inconvenient. 
A gaiiant ofthe fourteenth century is thus 
described by Dr. Henry ; — “ He wore large 
pointid shoes, fastei;ed to his ki.ees ty 
gold or silver chains ; hose of one colour 
on oue leg. and of another colour on the | 
other: short breeches, which did not reach 1 
to the niuniic of the thighs, and closely 
fr.ted to the shitp ; a coat one half white 
and the other half black or blue; a long 
beard ; a silk hood buttoned under his 
chin, embroidered with grotesque figur. s 

/•kf' .in'irri--,’ * ' ' 



cious stones.’’ The dress of the fine lailies 
who frequented public diversions, wa* iu 
kee];iiig with that ofthe fine gentlemen. 
It is thus descriljed by Knychton iu Id Jtl ; 
— “ These tot rnaments u. attended by 
many ladies of the fii»t rank and greatest 
beauty, but not always of tin most un- 
tainted reputation. These ladies are 
dressed in party-colourerl tunics, one half 
being (>f one colour and the other half of 
another; their liuipipes, or tippet.H, ore 
very short; their caps lemarkably little, 
and wrapt about their beads with cords ; 
their girdles and pouches are ornamented 
with gold and silver; and they wea ^holt 
swords, called daggers, Wfore them, a l:*t]e 
l>eiow their navels ; they are mo!; ited on 
the finest horses, with the richest lurniture. 
Thusetjuipped, they ride <rom place to pi.ici; 
in quest of touinameiits, by which they 
dissipate their fortunes, and soinetimeH 
ruin their rtpulation.” The head dress of 
the ladies underwent many changes about 
this time. 1 l»ey were sometimes enorm- 
ously high, rising alnmst three leet rd.ove 
the head, in the shape of sugar* ioaves. 


with streamers of fine silk flowing from 
the top of them to the ground. Ladies 
hud adopted the fashion, introduced by 
the Princess Ann of Bohemia, of riding 
on side saddles. 

It was a melo-dramatic age in its cos- 
tume, its virtues, and its crimes. 

Kububhy was not an uncommon voca- 
tiou of both nobles and commoners. The 
numerous banditti which overran the coun- 
try were freqi eiiily under the protectiou of 
powerful baruiis, who shelteted them in 
their castles, and shared with them iu their 
booty. In ilampshiie their numbers were 
so great, that the judges could not prevail 
upon any jury to find any of them guilty ; 
and Henry 111. complained that when he 
travelled through that country they plun- 
dered his baggage, drank ins wine, and 
treated him with indignity, it was after- 
wards touiul that several members of the 
king's household wcie in coiilederHcy with 
the thieves. Kvtu under tl*e mure vigor- 
ous administration oi Edward 1., a numer- 
ous band of robbers attacke<l the town of 
Boston during the fair, set it on fire in 
:hree places, and carried of! an immense 
»ot>ty. Their leader, a gentleman >*f great 
nfluence, was tr.ed and execute<l, but 
coultl not be prevailed upon to discover any 
of Jilts accomplices. As the robbers were 
|H>werful, some of them were very cruel ; 
and the character which one of their chiefs 
wore eml ro.dered ujon h s coat in letters 
of silwr, might have l-een applied to seve- 
ral others; — “ I amcajtaiii Warner, com- 
mander ot a troop of robbers, an enemy to 
(iud, without pity and without mercy.*’ 
.A*, neither per-on.s of conditio:i, nor even 
kings, lu r populous towns could U» pro- 
I tected from iht Mr audacious plunderers, 

I we may presume bow terrii>lf they were to 
ordinary travellers, and the inhabitants of 
the ojH'ii country. 

The i.AN(tt .voc of this disorderly fcriod 
calls tor some notice. For a long per:ud 
after the (Conquest, a kiiid of confusion of 
tongUiv prevadt'd, the diflerent orders of 
the people speaking a diHerent language. 
This w<is so much the rase in the early 
part of the fourteenth century, that pubiiv 
speakers were som%*times obliged to pro- 
uout;<*e the same discourse three times to 
the same audience; once in Latin, once 
in French, and once in English. Latin 
Was the language of the church, of schools, 
of coorls ot justice, and in general of the 
I learned of all professions. All acts of par- 
lb ament to A.n. I'ififi, and many of them 
Ion.; alter, were in that language. It was 
not till 125-? that t Ns Great C ha rtoa itself 
was translated into English, and read to 
the people in their mother-tongue. The 
Norman, or French, was lira language of 
the court and people of feahlun, alid 
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continued for about three centuries after 
the CJunquent. An^lo-Saxon, or Englinh, 
was the lan^ua^e (»f tlie ^reat l)ody of the 
people of England. Ttiis language de* 
Hcended to them from thi ir ance^tors the 
Anglo-Saxons, and they retained it with 
great sie<idiness» in spite of all the eti'oris 
of the Conqueror and lus succesnurs to 
substitute the Norman m its ]dace. It 
gradually gaineil ground, and, in 13b‘i, it 
liad so far loiced its way into courts of 
justice, fioin which it Inui been excluded 
i>y William 1., that the pleadings were, by 
Act of PailiaTr.ent, ordered to be in Eng- 
lish. — ih'try^t Htst. vi»i. 301. 

The following \erses are a sjx'cimen of 
the English of the time ; they were com- 
posed hy an elegant poet, James 1. of 
ScutUnd, who was long a \irisouer in Vlug- 
land. and contains a desctiplnm of the 
r<iyal garden at Windsor, us it up|teated 
about A D. 1414. 


Now was there maid fast by the Touris 
wall 

A gardyn faire, and in the corneris set, 

Aue herbere grene, with wandis long and 
small 

Kailit about ; and so wiih treis set 
Was ail the place, and hawthorn hegis 
knet. 

That lyf was non walkyng there forbye 
That myght within scarce any wight 
aspye. 

So thick the beiiis anil the levis grene, 
Beschadet all the allyes that there weie, 
And middis every hvrbere might be sene 
The scharp grene suete jtinipere 
Growing so faire wiili branchis here and 
there, ♦ 

That as it seinyt to a lyf without. 

The bewis spied the herbere all about. 

Putt-vul fieuiuins of JatMi /. 

KiLnburfjh^ IT^ l. 


HENRY V. A. I). 1113 to 1122. 

Tuk Irrcgu.aiitics (if tlic priuco have not preveutcd historians from doing 
binple juhtiee to lltc virlneti of the ihionureh. Excqit amhition and occasional 
arrogance, Henry’s reign was highly crcditahlc to his tdiaractcr. He shone 
both in the council and in tlic titdd. 'i‘he boldness of his military enterprises 
was no less lemurkahle than his personal valour in condueling them. Con- 
tiinmliy engaged in war, lie had little leisure to discharge the duties of tin* le- 
gislator ; hut he has been cominenth d for his ('arc to enforce the impartial 
administration of justice, and lie was beloved Viy the lower classes huth in 
hrance and England, fur tiie protection which he afforded them against 
I lie oppression of tlicir superiors. In hi.s ecclesiastical polity he was not 
more cniiglilencd than Ins predecessors, and the seiero liiw.s enacted and 
iM cutcd against the nnfortniiati* Lollards are a dark blot in hi.s history, 

I be nnhtarv part of the ffudu! system was now entirely dissolved ; in 
j>hice of the feudal militia, a national militia was substituted. Coinmis- 
Nons of array had issued ever since the reign of Heniy II. ; unci llcniy V., 
iicforc', he went to France, in 1415, empowered f\^minissioners in each 
' ‘>mity to take a leview of nil the freemen able to hoar arms, to divide 
liieni into eoinpanies, and keep them in readiness for rcsistir.g the euciny. 

The premature death of Henry V. saved from ruin the throne of France, 
riic task of maintaining the ascendancy he had gainei devolved on au in- 
I'lni successor and a divided inimstry ; while the dauphin, in the vigour ot 
and seconded hy the wishes of the people, called the different factions 
'‘Jider his banner, and* directed their combined effort* against the invudeis 
'4 their country. In a few year* the Enghah were expclliHl fwan all then 
^'uupiesls, and an end pul to tho»e exhausting continental expeditions 
'^bich, however gloiioua as military triumphs, were barren of snlibiaiiliul 
benefits to the |>€ople, and serted only tu flatter the ambition of the prince 
‘‘ini the pride of his aristocracy. 
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EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1413. JptHO, Henry of JMonmotitli, the 
laUi king's eldest son, crowned at West- 
minster. On the same day, he granted a 
general pardon for all crimes except mur- 
der and rape ; and before he applied him- 
self to public affairs, he dismissed his pro- 
fligate com|>anjons, did penance for his 
faOiefs sins, |>articvdarly the murder of 
Richard II., and removed his body from 
Langley to Westminster Abbey. He chose 
for his council jiersons of abilities and re- 
pute ; he removed some i>f the judges ; and 
founded three religious houses at Richmond, 
one of Obrthusians, another of Celestine 
monks, and a third of Bregentiiie nuns, to 
pray night and day fhr the repose of Ins 
father's son). 

May J5. The parliament met which had 
been summoned in March, and passed se- 
veral wholes! ir.e statutes ; it granted the 
same subsidies as were granted to Hviirv IV. 

A coiwocation of the clergy, under the 
direction) of Arundel, archbishop of Canfei- 
bury, v^ho weit? extremely incenseil against 
tiu? Lollarils, and procured a proclamaiioii 
which fttbad their bolding atiy meetingn, 
or to be present at tlieir preaching, under 
peiiuity oi imprisonmei.t and the lurfeiture 
of their etfectf,. 

Sir John Oldeastle, baron of ('obham, 
wa.s deemed a lirni adherent of that sec*, 
and was therefore ordered to he proM‘cuted, 
but, having been a former roti panioii of 
the king, they epplie<l To Ilriity Ibr per- 
roi'^sion, who siJiertd him to be cited l'«‘ 
fore the court; hot Sir John s ighted the 
citation, and would iiwt si.tfiT it to I e serveil 
on him.f r which the king or<lered bun to 
be seized and committ. d to the T* wer. 

Srpt, 2b. A truce agreed on l*etween 
y ranee and Kiigiand for one year, la which 
the Seots are included. 

Sept, '1^. Sir John Oldca-itle w; s brought 
l>efore the archbishop, two other hi'thirj s. 
and several eceleMa’.ties, and evading to 
answer the questions asked him, was Ci>n- 
demned to \>e delivt red to the secid.tr p!»\v,T 
to W burnt. His .leath would hav im- 
mediately followed, b'.t he fouml ineatts to 
escape, and retired into Wales, where his 
persecutors pursued him. 

1414. Jan. 7. The king snrpriveu the 
Lollards assimbled in St. Giles’, liehis, 
killed some, and took others jiri'.orers, 
among whom were Sir Roger Aclon, 
Beverly the preaclur, and five more, whn 
were conde’imed for lureny, and burnt 
alive ; and an act passed .m^oh aitir for con- 
fiscating the lands and goods of (Hr:.ons 
convicted of heresy. 

Jprii 30. The commons petitioned th.. 
king tu seise the church lauds; t] -v r > 


iiionstrated that the temporalities amounted 
to 320,(»()0 murks yearly, and would suffice 
to muintain 15 carls, 1500 knights, 0200 
eMptires, and 100 hospitals, and 20,000/. be 
brought iuto the king’s treasury ; and lic- 
sides that sum, divers religious houses pos- 
ses>ed as many temporalities as W'ouH 
muintain 15,000 priests and clerks, allow- 
ing to each seven marks a year. One 
hundred and ten alien priories were sup- 
pressed, and their revenues given to the 
crown. 

Jn/y 10. Henry claims the crown of 
Fiance, ns heir of Isabella, daughter of 
Fiiilip IV’. The dauphin, in derision, 

I ^ent him a tun of tennis bulls, thinking 
him fitter for play I bun war. 

Jpnt It). The king assembled the 
lords, and acquainted them with his in- 
teiitioa of recovering ‘‘his irdieritance ” by 
arms. 

May 28. He issued orders to the bishops 
to {'Ut ull the clergy in u condition of array 
Mutable to their e&tuTe.s mid income. He 
entered into contracts with his » fl’uen*, fur 
their own and their soidier'i' j uy ; u duke 
was to have thirteen shillings ami lour- 
pente per ilay. an earl six shillings am! 
eight pence, a baron four shiilings, un 
esqinre Of mail at arms one shilling, un 
archer six|>ence. A duke wa?* to have tifly 
h >rse8, an earl twenty-four, a buini six 
teen, a knight six, an esquire lour, ur. 

• relief one. They were t«» be furiusherl by 
the contractor, the equi)>inei.t ry the king 
rriNuners were to belong to the cuptorx 
and iwo-lhird parts of the l»M<ly to the 
men, the remaini.ig third to their leaders 
Ju/y. \ cuii'piru! )' against the king de- 
teeted ; Lord Scroop and other ct>nspirator» 
executed. 

^4ug, 13. The king einV.irked at South 
amptw!», with 3(1,000 iiu-ii, and lumled ir 
Ntumandy, having appointed his hiotl.cr 
ihe duho of Betift/rd, regent. 

Avg. 17. llartleui inve«*ted by the Kng- 

Usb. 

Sept. lb. Henry sent n challenge to the 
dauphin, to deride by single combat the 
«if!er*'hce l)etween France and him, but ho 
r- ceived no answer. 

26. He took Ilarfleiir, and made it 
an Fngl;-.h rnloiiy. appointing his uncle, 
ri. mui'. Beaufort, e.irl of Ihirset, governm ♦ 
^ the siege Iristdlf five wctl.'-. Henry, after 
tak ng Harfleiir, issued a uroclamation 
lliMighi'Ut England, that such jHrrsoiw as 
wo-.iM settle there siiouid have holl^'^» ^e- 
ciiferl t*) them and their heir**, upon which 
numbers went over to reside there. 

OA. 12. Henry arrives at the Somme, 
aliicli he [dt^riiptcrl tu pass in the niuu* 
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n<*r of his g^rand father, Kdwaril III., but , The error wa« not discovered till afler 1 1000 
tailed. In the march the suldieis suf- j had been cruelly butchered, 
fered jjreatly from scarcity of pruvisiims, ' Nov, 23. The king made his entry into 
and a dysentery disabled many from hear- | London, and was met by the mayor and 
ingarmH; the bishop of Norwich and the aldermen, who presented him with 1000/. 
carl of Suffolk «lied. in gold, in two gold basins, each valued at 

Ovi. 19, Harassed by the superior num- 500/. 
bers of the enemy, Henry retreated ou the A ][)ul»Uc thanksgiving ordered, 
road to CulaH. Chichcly, the new archbishop of Canter- 

O. /. 20. The French ijffer battle by a bury, made himself conspicuous this year, 
lieralil, which is accepted, and Henry pre- by \H 5 rsecuting the Lollards, and his en 
sented the herald wi:h a iol>e of 200 crowns deavours to reform the morals of the clergy 
vahte. The Fie’ich were three lianas the and the laity. He published a decree in 
number of the Kuglish. lietweeii the two all the churches in his province, forbidding 
armies the ground was wet Mild s[Kiugy, and b.irl>er*surgeons to keep their shops open 
the distance which sepaiated them scarcely on the Lord’s-day. 

exceetled a ijuartvr of a mile. 1 410. Jpn/ Ift. The dauphin was poi- 

Oi'i, 25. 'I'he two at lines drawn up in _ soiled at Compeigiie, and the king was 
order of h.iti!o. The chief de|K‘iulence was j suspected of the daed, to make way for his 
placet! on the English archers, who struck : m*»i ; hut his brother Chailes succeeded 
ti-rror by their s.ivage ap|}onranre. M.my ! Idm. who, with llie constable, {Persecuted 
had s‘ri{){>ed themselves naked : some had j the liurguiidians. 

h.ired their arms and breast : otlurs were { 13. The king sent the duke of 

France, to 
met the 
ihtuir.ed a 
eir shi{»s ; 

land. At the word, H.inners advance,’' Sir | the cuiistahle raived tlH^ siege and retired. 
Thi-mas Kr{»ingham threw his waider into Nr/7.1, '^u* king einbaiked at Sandwich 
the air; and the men raising a sliout, ad- witu a tleel of lott> sad, and airivrtl at 
v.iiiced towanis the enemy, ilemv fi^ight Cd.iis the next day. 

Ml foot with gre.it courage, lie was O. /. 10. The king coi. eluded a truce with 
rh.irged by n baud of eighteen kiiightu^ ; rr.uice till February 2, and returned to 
wliii ha<! Uiund thcinseives to each oth.er to » Kr.g’aod to meet the parliament, 
kdl him or take him piivuu r. One of them, j A»»e. The F.mperor Sigismund came into 
with a stroke of Ins mace, brought the king } Knghind, and eiitenul into an alliance with 
on his knees ; hut he was iost«intly re^^ue<j ^ Henry against the French, and was installed 
by his gtunls. and his opponents ail slain. ; a kinght of the garter. 

At length the duke of Air neon, the Fiem h I The king {paw ned his crown and jewels, 
comm.inder, fi/iight his way to ilie royal to { u»h his conquests, to the bishop of Win- 
it.i.'.rlard. Witli one stroke lie U'at the j clieNti r. his uncle, for lUO.OOO inaiks, and 
duke of York to the gionnd ; with a se- {'art ol liis jewels to the city of London for 
cund he cleaved the crown on tl.e king’i* Id.tHHV. sterling. 

h' hnet. E\erv aim was instantly uphited The lord mayor of this year, Sir Henry 
against him. The duke, aware of hu* d:iu- Hutton, was the fust to order lanthorns to 
gir, excUmicd, “1 yield; 1 am .\iiiu;on. ’ U* hung out by night for the convenience 
lleifcry held out his hand, hut his gallant and salety of the citirens. 
b-e had already fallen. The death t»f the 1417. .Hprii I t. The king ordered lIuU 
•hike w as followed hv the flight of the sor- l>orn to U‘ paved, it not being im Wfore. 
vigors. The F.ng'isfi bowineu, ns \is\ia\. Jvltf. lleiuy's second v>{>editiou into 
by the stu-ngth of their arms and stout- France, with an army of 2h.000 men, on 
O'ss i.f their lieuTts, did mich to en- hoard a fleet of 15<Kf sail; he took C'aeii, 
sun* the v cl.^ry. As ^oou as they weie ('a)ais. Fahiise, and several Other {daces, 
"dhtn ht w shot, they dischaiged such I4l?i. Frh. Sir John Oldcaatlc i* taken, 
'di'.wersii of th» ir strung arrows of three feet and burnt in St. Giles t flrlds. 

g. ih.il the French kniglds Wnt di.wn Jtimr 12. Masi» acre in Paris, in which the 
Ibeir heads to avoid them. The ca\alr\ tiicd constable is murdered, with the chancellor 
b» bleak the English lin^ by a <h,irge. and others, to the number of 200. 

Ibey Were uqiulsed with arf array of {okis. t/imr'jd. A plague broke out in Pant that 
Hu* defeat was coin(dete uiidtfte s’aughtt’r caned off in three months al>ova 40,0UU 
iiiniienve. But a rleph Table inculeiit *uh {u rsous. 

•‘yd the victory of Agincourt. A fal'e 1419. Henry gave a c*»mmiSsiou to Jont* 
•‘ •nm having \ evn lai^ed of an attiTr|it to Louth, clerk of theordnauce, and John Bell 
»^‘kvue the piiiwmeis, Henry hastily gave iu*f. mastui. Maidstone, to press a sumcreni 

''•uvtji jjjj instant massacre of tbviu laiinUr of masons to make rtXK) cahimmi 

G 


uricitver* d from the w’air»t lUnvnwartls. The llcdlord with 20.UU0 men into 
king {Hit hiinM-lf at the fiead uf the second le.ieve Ilai iieur ; the Fhiglish 
line, witli a gold crown on his helmet h.r a Fieiich fleet before that place, ( 
crest, and near fnin the st.imlard of Knir- \ictorv. and sunk several of th 
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balls, in the quarries of Maidstone Heath. 
Most of the cannon balls used in the tilteenth 
century were made of stone. Yet the art of 
discharging red-hot balls from cannon was 
known and practised at the siege of Cher- 
bourg in 1418. 

Jan, 19. Rouen surrendered. Henry 
continued to the inhabitants all their pri> 
Vileges, for the sum of 300,000 crowns, 
and established there his Exchequer and 
chamber of accounts of the revenues of 
Normandy. 

yw/y23. Henry took Pontoise, and made 
a great booty, to the amount of 2,000,000 of 
crowns. 

Aug, 18, The dauphin murdered the 
dnke of Btfrgundy. He sent the duke of 
Veudome into Scotland to demand assist- 
ance, when 7000 men \^*re levied and sent | 
over, under the command of the earl of f 
Buchan. 

Oct. 16. A parliament was heM at W est- 
minster, which granted the king one* ^ 
tifteenth and a half, and oue-teiith and a j 
half. I 

Dec. 24. A second treaty of ]>eacc te- i 
tween the French and English, in which it j 
is stipulated, that Henry shouUi marry tl.e ' 
Princess Catharine, the Fr®i' h king’s 
daughter; that he should have the regency ■ 
of France during the French king’s lite. ami | 
succeed him in his throne after his death. { 
The French nobility swear fe Ity to him. 

In this year ^jir Richard Whittington I 
filled the chair of the chief magistrate ol j 
London a third time, of whom tradition has | 
conveyed many extraordinary stories. J 

1420. Aprti 18. Henry takes ti.e title ol | 
king of France on a new coiti. I 

3fay 21. The agreement l-elwivn the 
kings of England and France was ratified 
by the F'rench parliament at Paris, and 
sent to England to I e rt(N»rded m t’r.e court 
of Exchequer at We^t minster. 

Lincoln college, in Oxf'onJ, founded by 
Richard Fleming, bishop td’ Lircoin, and 
finished by Robert Rotherliam, his suc- 
cessor. 

June 2. The kings of Flogland and 
France make a magnificent entry iiPo 

Paris. 

Henry first instituted garter principal 
king at arms, at the siege of Sens. j 

Dec. 2. A parliament was calh • by 
Humphrey, duke of Gloucester, at VVest- I 

minster. 

1421* Jan, 16. Henry granted a peace 
to the Gascon rebels. 

Feb. 9. Henry being arrived in England 
with his queen, she is crowned at VVest- 
minster. 

Mag 5. In a convocatiim at Cantcrhuiy, 
a decree is made, '^That a bishop's barber 
should not demand a fee from those who 
feceived holy orders from the bishop 


The parliament confirmed the peace of 
Troyes, and granted the king a fifteenth 
from the laity and a tenth from the clergy. 

The bishop of Winchester lent the king 
20,000/. by way of advance. 

June 10. Henry goes to France again, 
and takes several towns from the dauphin. 
The king carried over a new raised army 
with him of 28,000 men, for the payment 
of which he borrowed money of the mo^t 
noted men of property. 

Aug, 30. Henry attacked Dreux, which 
surieiulered upon terms. 

Dec. 1. John, duke of Bedford, sum- 
moned a pailiaineiit, having lH*cn left re- 
gent, anil th»* convocation of the clergy met 
and granted the king a tenth, as did the 
laity a lifieenth. 

1122. Apn/. The tw'o courts of Finglund 
and F'runce were held at Paris, and on 
Whitsuiitlay tHe two kings und queens 
dined together in public. 

JAiV 2. The city of Meaux surrendered 
to the Englisih. 

Aug. 31. The king died at Vincennes, in 
France, of a dysentery, in the thirty-iourllr 
)e<tr i f his age, and the tenth of his reign, 
and was bur.eil at Westminster, leaving 
the ‘luke of Bedford regent in France, and 
the duke of (»Iouces*er regent of England, 
duriiig his son’s minority. 

The queen, in honour of the king’s me- 
mory, caineil a statue of si’.Ver, gilt, to be 
laid oil bis tomb, as large as lile, which in 
the latter €*nd of Henry VUl. was conveyed 
away. He was buried at the tiet of Ed- 
ward the (’onfe'*sor, and l.is tomb was 
long visited by the peuj le, in veneration of 
his memory. 

Henry lebuill the palace of Richmond. 
Henry Uft, by b.is qm-en, Catharine of 
France, only one si>n, nine niuiiths old, 
whose misbirtune-s, in the course of his life, 
snr|iai»sti} the glufirs and successes of his 
father. (’uthanne, afier Jleorv's death, 
inarrit d a Welshman, named Owen Tudor, 
which gave great otrerice to the Fhiglish 
and I ivncli nolaiity. Tuilor, it is said, 
was the son of a b'rewer, and a distant re- 
lation of the ancient princes of Wales. 
The incannes.H of his origin was comjsm- 
sated by the beauty and delicacy of his 
person, being reckoned the handsomest 
rriuU of his time. He had three sons by 
j C V‘hariiie ; one of whom, Henry VIl., after- 
jv/irds mounted the throne und left it to 
! hi- posterity. 

STATtTXS IN Tins llXtCiN. 

1 Henry V. mp. .E Enacted that knights 
of shirts, citixens, end burgesses, shcku Id be 
ifsident m the places <br which they weie 
chu.sen. 

I ^ ap. 7 . lEe act restraining aliens front 
j taking leni ficei in England cwifirmed, and 
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the lands of the alien priories granted to the 
crown. 

2 Henry V. cap. 7. Enacted that all 
officers assist in extirpating heresy, and 
that heretics should not only be burnt, but 
their lands and goods confiscated. 

3 Henry V. cap. 4. Enacts that all pro- 
visions, licences, anti pardons relating to 
the disposal oF benefices fidl of incumbents 
shall be void. 

TAXKS IN Tins REION. 

1413. Two-tenths and two-fifleenths, 
besides a subsidy on wool and leather; 
three shillings for every tun of wine, and 
one shilling in the pound for inerchan iise. 

1414. Two-teulhs and two-fifteenths, 
computed to amount to 300,000 marks. 

J41G. Two-tenth.s and two-fifteenths. 

1418. One-tenth and one-fiftcenth. 


1419. One-tenth and a-half, and one- 
fifteenth and a-half. 

1421. A fifteenth by the laity and a 
tenth hy the clergy ; and in every year, 
almost, the cler|?y gave one-third more 
than the laity, m proportion to their re- 
venues. 

1422. In the last year of this reign, a 
petition being presented to the parliament 
showing that rhe people were impoverished 
by the war with France, the parliament 
gave but a fifteenth, and the clergy a 
tenth, being of opinion, that the conquered 
provinces ought to intairi the war ; 
whereupon the king pawned his crown and 
jewels again to raise inoney^ and above 
loo convents of the alien priors, which the 
pailiaiiient had ^iven tlie king, were con- 
verted iuto money. 


HENRY VI. A.D. 1122 to 1401. 

IIknry became a king in hi» cradle, and during the thirty-nine years of 
his nominal sway, be never once interfered in the administration of public 
alfuirH, but left them to be munuged by bis (jueen and nvinisters. His de- 
fect tvas imbecility of mind, wiiicb totally tiisi|ualif\ed him for the duties of 
government. Ills private clnuacter was unexceptionable; be was pious, 
chaste, tcmjierate, aud loved justice “-virtues which, had they been accom- 
panied with the qualificatinns of a soveicign, would have made him an il- 
lustrious prince, in lieu of heing only, as Rapin says, “an lioncst man.** 

'Fhe events of this protracted minority (for such the entire reign of 
Henry niay lie considered) resolve into two distinct portions. The tirst is 
the hintory of the t alamuous progress and ignominious failure of the second 
war for the cstublishmenl of the IMautugenels in France, ctuiductcd by 
Henry V. with a splendour of success which hid its im|K»licv aud iniquity 
from the elated multitude. AVheii Henry VI. was proclaimed king of 
England and France, Paris and the northern ami western provinces were 
iield in his name, ami the closest alliance sulisistcd w ith the {lotcnt duke of 
Burgundy. Ihe rest of the kingdom mlhcrcd to the dauphin, afterwards 
Charles \Hl. Generally, the countries between the Loire and the Seine were 
the theatre of the most active warfare. The. exploits of the celebrated Maid 
(»f Orleans form an interesting episode in the history of the war, and a re- 
markable example of enthusiasm, originating in the noblest motives. The 
more generous superstition of llie aucieuls would have erected altars to her 
memory, while a savage bigotry, under a senseless accusation, consigned her 
to the. flames. 

The commencement of the cruel w ars helwcen York aud Lancaster form 
the scctmd portion of Henry’s history. This furimis civil contest lasted 
ihirly years; was signali/ed by twelve pitched battles; is computed to 
have cost tlic lives of ri|^hty princes of the, bhunL and ahnoft eulirely an- 
nihilated the ancient nobiUty. It row* from the rival claims to the throne 
nf two noble families. The duke of York was descended from a thiixl 
of Edward III., whereas Henry VI. derived his dtx'cni frv»m the duke 
l^ancaster^ the fourth sou of that monarch. The lisucasler •eiUemeut 
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was sanctioned by parliament ; but the superior licreditary right of York 
was indisputable. His pretensions were supported by many of the principal 
nobility, and by the renowned earl of Warwick, surnamed the King-maker, 
from the share he took in the events of this bloody period. This nobleman 
was himself a host. Distinguished by his gallantry in the field, by the 
magnificence and hospitality of his table, and by the bold and spirited 
manner which attended him in all his actions, he possessed immense in- 
fluence. No less than thirty thousand persons are said to have daily 
lived at his board, in the different manors and castles he possessed in 
various parts of England. Military men, allured by his magnificence and 
hospitality, as well as by his bravery, were zealously attached to his in 
terest. TTie people in general bore him an unlimited affection. His nu- 
merous retainers were more devoted to his will than to the prince or the law’ : 
and Hum? observes, that he was the greatest, as well as the last, of those 
mighty barons, who formerly overawed the crown, and rendered the people 
incapable of any regular system of civil government. 

The most important hnv in this reign relates to the election of knights 
of tlie shire. After the destruction of the feudal system, every householder 
paying scot and lot was admitted to give his vote at elections. This was 
confirmed by statute of 7 Henry IV. c. 15. But in tlie ninth and tenth of 
this reign, the elective franchise w'as limited to such as possessed forty 
shillings a year in land, free from all burden, within the county. This 
sum was equivalent to twenty pounds present money. The reason for dis- 
franchising such a large body of electors is thus stated in the preamble to the 
statute, — “Whereas the elections of knight%have of late, in many counties 
of England, been made by outrages and excessive numbers of people, many 
of them of small substance and value, yet pretending to a right ccjual to the 
best knights and esquires, whereby manslaughter, riots, batteries, and 
divisions among the gentlemen and other people of the same county shall 
very likely rise and be, unless due remedy be ])rovided in this behalf.” 
From the exj)ression “small substance and value,” we may infer, that the 
possession of property to some amount was necessary under the law' of 
Henry IV. We may further learn, that the election of a member of parlia- 
ment had now become a matter of great importance and interest ; and that 
that body was beginning to acquire great authority. Indeed, at the com- 
mencement of this reign, the lords and commons had not only by their own 
authority, contrary to the will of Henry V., altered the name, but the consti- 
tution of the regency which that prince had appointed. 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

1422. The new king, the only child uf d.iu|)hin took uj)on him the title of king, 
Henry and Catharine, youngest daughter hy the name of Charles VIL, and formed 
of Charles VI., king of France, was hardly alliances with foreign pinccs to kuvpnrt 
nine months t»ld. lie was proclaimed heir his pretensions to his father’s thront^ not- 
to the crown of France. A council of splri withstanding he had been disinherited for 
tual and temporal j)eers issued cornn Sbions the murder of the duke of Burgundy, 
in his name to the sheriffs, judges, nd Commotions were raised in Wales, 

other officers, to continue tlie ex^-rcise uf A deputation was st nt to England from 

their duties, and parliament was summoned the council of France, to congratulate on 
to meet in November. the young king’s accession to Die crown. 

Henry VJ. proclaimed king of France at , Aov. 10, 1 he parliament nominated the 
PariB, and the duke of Bedford fakes the j member.^ of the council, filled the offices 
title of regent, and caused the French lords j of the crown, and gave the great seal to the 
to swear allegiance to Henry. I bishop of Durham ; ihe duke of Gloucester 

Charles, king of Iraucc, dying, the J was appointed protector of the kingdom iu 



HENRY VI. A.D. 1422 to 14C1. 


83 


the absence of the duke of Bedford, who 
was regent and first councillor to the king, 
with a salary of 5333/. a-year, 

1423. Jan, 4. Meulan was taken by 
storm from the English. The French king 
had near 15,000 Scots in his service. 

Feb, The regent again besieged Meulaii 
and caused the town to capitulate. 

April. ITie dukes of Bedford, Bretagne, 
and Burgundy, atid earl of Richemont, had 
an interview at Amiens, and entered into a 
league against Charles. To render the 
union more firm, the duke of Btvifoid mar- 
ried Ann, the fifth sister of the duke of 
Burgundy. A battle fought at Crevant, 
where there were 3000 fcicots slain, and 
many French noblemen. The duke of 
Milan assisted the French king with 1500 
men ; who also received an uid of 5000 
men from the Scots, under the command 
of the earl of Douglas. 

Parliament ^uissed an act, that no money 
should be carried out of the kingdom, only 
for the necessary support of the war. 

1421. Feb. John Mortimer, uncle to 
Edmund, earl of Marche, is charged with 
treason, tried, condemned, and executed. 

James, kaig of Scuts, married Joanna, 
sister to the duke of Somerset, and, fir>t 
doing homage ftir the king<l(nn of Sci»t!an(l, 
was set at libeity, after sixteen yeail* im- 
prisonment. He was to pay 30,000 marks 
for his ransom, and delivered twenty-eight 
hostages till paid. A truce was concluded 
between England and Scotland for .seven 
yt ars. 

The regent approached the French army 
and resolved to wait and give them battle. 
A dispute arose in the Freiicii council of 
war,cuncenting the consequences of a battle, 
and the viscount of Narhonne forced Doug- 
las to give battle to the English. The loss of 
tlie French and Scots ainouiited to 9700 
slain, amongst whom was the duke of Nar- 
honne, who died of his wouiuls. The 
English lost 2100 of their bravest sol- 
diers. 

1425, Jan, lire duke (»f Burgundy, want- 
ing to disposst'ss the duke of (.Tloucester of 
Ilainault, gave orders for levying an 
army; he challenged the diike to single 
combat, which the duke accepted, and ap- 
pointed St. George’s day for the duel. 

Great disputes between the bishop of 
Winchester and the dnke of Gloucester, 
and in a skirmish the bishop had several 
of his domestics killed, 

Dec., 20. The duke of Bedford arrived in 
EiiglamI, and left the earl of Warwick to 
cuininand in his room. 

1 126. Feb. 18. Parliament met at Lei- 
cester. It was called the parliament of 
/*«/«. As ariTiH had been Ibrhiddeii, the 
servants of the membere followed their 
lords with hats or clubs on their shoulders. 


The duke of Gloucester exhibited articles 
against the bishop of Winchester, iti par- 
liament, who declare him innocent. The 
bishop, however, resigned the great seal, 
and it was given to the bishop of London. 

Jttne, Jacqueiina, the duke of Gloucester’s 
duchess, was delivered up to the duke of 
Burgundy, and all Haiuault received the 
duke of Burgundy fur their sovereign. 

Sept, She found means to escape into 
Holland in man’s clothes, where the duke 
of Burgundy carried the war, which lasted 
during 1427, and part of the next year. 

1427. Feb. The duke of Bedford re- 
turned to France with an army, accompa- 
nied by the bishop of Winchester, who had 
received a cardinal’s cap. • 

The dnke of Bedford having laid siege 
to the town of Pbntorson, the loid Seals 
was vent with 3000 men to get a recruit of 
provisions, hut in their return were eii- 
conntereil by GOOO of the enemy, whom 
they defeated, and killed 1100 of the 
French. 

1428. July. The earl of Salisbury raised 
6000 men and went to France, for which 
the council allowed him, for himself six- 
pence and eigVit farthmgs per day, for each 
knight banneret four- pence, for each knight 
ba< helor twopence, for every man at 
arms twelve-i»ence, and for every archer 
sixpence. On the earl’s arrival in France, 
the regent gave him command of IG,000 
men. 

The English besiege Orleans ; the French 
laid in stores, and pulled down in the sub- 
urbs twelve churches and several monas- 
teries, that the English might not make 
use of them. 

1429. The siege is continued by the earl 
of Sutfjlk, and the lord Talbot. 

Feb, 12. The siege having Ireen laid 
four months, the regent sent a convoy of 
artillery, ammunition, and provisions, l)e- 
ing s.ilt-fish, from Paris, under Sir John 
Falstuif, the earl of (Vermont intercepted 
him, the English routed him, and slew 
between five and six hundred of the 
French: this was called the battle of 
herrings. 

April 29. The famous Joan of Arc, an 
innkeeper's daughter, twenty years of age, 
nreteinis to be sent from God to save the 
kingdom of France ; she relieves Orleans, 
and obliges the English to raise the siege. 

June 18. The English lost 1500 men a 
the battle of Patny, and 200 made pri 
soners; Sir John FuUtatt ran away with 
the dying troops, and had the Order of the 
Gaitt'r taken from him, but it was after- 
wards restored to him. 

July 6. Charles, after takinf: several 
towns from the English, is crowned at 
Bheims. 

July 16. The dnke of Bedfonl Si'Wl 
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Garter king-at-arms into England, to 
hasten a reinforcement. 

Nov. 6. Henry crowned at Westminster, 
and the protectorship abolished. 

Aichbishop Chicheley held a convoca- 
tion in London, in which delegates were 
chosen to represent the English church 
in the council of Basil. Twopence in the 
pound was granted to defray the expense ; 
and instructions given them to remonstrate 
against the excesses of papal dispensations ; 
against pluralities, non-residence, and be- 
stowing the highest preferments in the 
church upon jiersons hardly passed their 
minority. 

1450. The king embarked for France, 
the duke o£*5fork being appointed regent ; 
for want of money, the king was obliged 
to pawn his crown and j^Wels. 

Orders were issued for every person worth 
40/. per annum to take the order of knight- 
hood. 

May 25. Joan of Arc taken by the Eng- 
lish, and afterwards burnt for a witch at 
Rouen, May 30, 1431. Twenty-five years 
later her sentence was reversed by the 
archbishop of Paris, at the solicitation of 
her mother Isaliella. 

Dec. 17. Henry crowned king of France 
at Paris. 

1431. An attempt was made by the re- 
gent to deprive the cardinal of AVinchester 
of his bishop’s see. 

143*2. Feb. 21. Henry returned into 
England, being then ten years of age. 

1432-3. France is perpetually ravaged 
and harassed by the contending parties, 
and England extremely impoverished by 
taxes to support the war, 

1434. A ten-weeks’ frost. 

1435. Aug. 6. A congress was held at 
Arras to treat of a peace, from which the 
English withdrew with indignation. 

Sept. 13. John duke of Bedford, regent 
of France, died, and was buried at Koueii. 
He left the character of a prudent states- 
man, and a brave and experienced general. 
The duke of York made regent of France. 

143fi. Feb. 27. Paris istaken before the 
duke of York's arrival in France. 

1437. All thi.s year the war was carried 
on with vigour on both sides: Charles 
headed his own army. 

Feb. 19. James Stuart (the first of that 
name), king of Scotland, murdered by hi?- 
subjects, and his son James, bu seven 
years old, succeeded him. 

1438-9. Fiance and England v-sifed by 
a grievous famine and pestilence. \A heat 
rose to vrhat was then considered tiie 
enormous sum of 3#. 44. the bushel. Bread 
was made of fern roots and ivy berries ; 
though in London the merchants, by im- 
porting rye from the Baltic, helped to 
lessen the scarcity. The number of those 


who expired of want and disease was im 
meiise. On account of the danger of in- 
fection, an Act was passed that no person 
when he did homage should as usual kiss 
the king; but the homage should be 
deemed good in law with the omission of 
that ceremony. The dearth lasted two years, 

A truce for nine years with Scotland. 

1439. March. The famine and plague 
ending, both nations took to arms again ; 
the constable Richemont besieged Meaiix 
and took it by storm. 

The council of Basil having deposed 
Eugeni us, elected the duke of Savoy to be 
pope: this produced a schism in the 
church, and the rival popes cursed and 
excommunicated each other and their re- 
spective followers. 

John Beaumont was created viscount 
Beaumont, being the first of that title in 
England. 

1440. Henry and the duke of Bretagne 
entered into an alliance, not to sufi'er any 
laval armaments to be made in their {xirts. 

The duke of Orleans is ransomed for 
120,000 crowns, after 24 years’ imprison- 
ment, and engaging not to bear arms 
against Henry. 

1441. King's college in Cambridge, and 
Eton college founded by Henry VI. 

il/uf. The duchess of Gloucester con- 
demned to do public penance for witchcraft 
for three days in St. Paul’s church, and to 
be imprisoned for life ; and Bolingbroke, 
a priest, for a like offence, was hanged and 
quartered. 

1442. Jan. 25. Parliament met, and 
enacted that no officer of the customs 
should carry on any tratle. 

The duke of Gloucester accused the car- 
dinal of Winchester ; his accusation con- 
sisted of fourteen articles : that he had 
defrauded the king of the jewels that were 
pawned to him ; that he had accepted of 
[he dignity of a cardinal without the king’s 
permission; that he had assumed too great 
authority, and had disposed of commis- 
sit ns to improper persons, &c. ; but the 
cardinal was acquitted l)y the council. 

1443. John Wells, the late mayor of 
London, obtained the king’s letters patent 
for paving the liighway near the Savoy, in 
the Strand, ,500 feet. In the same year 
the common council of the city passed an 
Act for the belter observance of the Sab- 
bath, to prevent buying and selling, and 
lor restraining mechanics from working 
on the Ixiid’s day. 

1444. Afay 28. A truce concluded for 
eigble»'u mouths, between the English and 
French. 

1445. /fpri/ 18. Henry married Mar- 
gar, t of Valois, tlie daughter of’Tieyner 
duke of Anjou, titular king of Sicily, No- 

I pies, and Jerusalem : it was solemnised 



HKNRY VI. A.D. 1422 to 1461. 


87 


in the presence of the kinp: and queen of by queen Margaret, finished by Elizabeth, 
France, the dukes of OrleanS and Britan}^ queen to Edward IV., in 14b5.'' 

12 knights, 20 bishops, and an innumera- The Cape de Verd islands discovered, 
ble company of spectators. 1450. The people murmured against 

Sir Simon Eyre, mayor of London, built the conduct of the queen and the duke of 
Leadenhall. Suffolk. The commons presented to the 

1446. Jan, 24. The truce with France lords an indictment against him, and the 

was prolonged to April 1, 1447. duke was sent to the tower. 

1447. The duke of Gloucester, by the Jprii, The duke of Suffolk, having been 
direction of the queen, is arrested at a par- again impeached, was banished, and after- 
liament at St. Kdmundsbury, and either wanls murdered at sea. 

die<i suddenly or was murdered soon after- May, The duke of York, underhand, 
wards. His body was conveyed to St. foments the insurrection of Jack Cade, an 
Alban's, where it was buried, and over it Irishman, in Kent, who assumed the name 
a splendid monument was afterwards erect- of Mortimer. 

ed, which still remains. The vault wherein Juty 11. Cade was killed, and his followers 
he was buried was discovered in queen dispersed. « 

Anne's reign, before which time it was Aug. The French became masters of all 
uncertain. He laid the first fo\indatioii of Normandy; upon •which the duke of So- 
the Bodleian library at Oxford, afterwards merset returned to England, and was 
increased by Sir T. Bodley, from whom blamed by the people tor the loss of Not- 
it is named. Thirty-two of the duke’s do- maiuly, and sent to the Tower, when the 
mestics were apprehemled an<l ctmdemned people plundered his palace, 
to die, but were all pardoned: of this 1451. The duke of York comes over 
number, five were drawn to Tyburn, hang- from his government of Irnlaud, and has 
ed, let down alive, strijit naked, marked recourse to arms, ujxm pretence of mal- 
with a knife to be quartered, and then administration. He retired into Wales, 
pardoned. The great opponent of the and wrote to the king to reform the go- 
duke, the cardinal of Winchester, died six verninent and displace some of his minis- 
weeks afterwards, and was lmrie<l at \Vi ters, when the king returned him a mild 
Chester. ^ answer. 

Four clergymen, parsons of parishes in The whole province of Guienne falls 
London, taking the low state of education under the dominion of Charles, after 
in the city into consideration, and the being united 300 years to the crown of 
want of grammar schools, petitioned par- Kngland, which is dispossessed of every 
liament for leave to them and their sue- town but Calais. 

cessors to set up grammar schools in their 1452. The duke of York marched to- 
respective parishes of Great Alihallows; wards London, but afterwards came to a 
St. .Andrew, II olborn ; St. Feter's, Cornhill ; treaty with the king, and dismissed his 
and St. Mary, Culechurch ; and to appoint army. 

kchoulmasters, as is fully set forth in the 1452. Though lead and tin had long 
Tower Rolls, No. 19, 25 Hen. VI. To this been staple commodities, the English 
it was answered : — “ The king wills it t miners were not deemed so skilful as those 
be (lone as desired ; so that it be done by in Germany. Henry VI. therefore having 
the advice of the or<linary, and rules of the failed in all his attempts to procure the 
archbishop of Canterbury, for the time precious metals by alchymy, brought 
l>eing.’* This first attempt at popular edu- thirty -three miners from Bohemia to su- 
cation having succeeded, five more gram- perintend and work the royal mines, 
mar schools were founded in the city in 1453. Tliis year was the first lord mayor's 
1455 ; namely, in St. Paul’s churchyard, .show in London. 

in St. Marti n-Ie-gratnl, at Bow church, at Constantinople was taken by the Turks. 

St. Dnnstan's in the east, and at the hos- 14,54. The duke of York made protector 

l>ifal of St. Anthony. of the rt'alni by the parliament, and gover- 

The pope sent the king a consecrated nor of Ciihiis. He renewed his complaints 
rose of gold with a bull : so precious a gift against the duke of Somerset, and took 
was intended to move the king to exert him prisoner (April 3) in the queen’s 
himself to compel the clergy to pay a tax lodgings. 

‘'f one-tenth imposed by his holiness on John Norman, the lord mayor, goes by 
thinr benefices. In those days the popes water fox the first time to Westminster, to 
deeined all the clergy in Christendom qualify for office. His lordship built a 
Iheir subjects, on whom they had a ugtvt \ stately harge at his own ex\»ense for the 
t^) impose what taxes they pleased. occasion, and was attended by the several 

. ^448. Tho duke of York begins to assert city companies, which had also built barges 
his title to the crown of Kngland* iti imitation of their chief magistrate, and 

Queen's college in Cambridge begun adurued them with flags and banuen. 
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14.'>6. The king recovering from the Bloreheatli, ^‘ptcniher 23, Lord Aunley 
illness wldch had caused insanity, resumes himself heing^illed in the engagement, 
his authority, and released the duke of Jingraving and etching invenied this 
Somerset. year. 


March 4, The duke of York raised an 
army in Wales, and marched towards 
London. 

May 23. He gave battle to the king 
forces near St. Alban’s, and routed them, 
killing the duke of Somerset, the earls of 
Northumberland and Stafford, and the lord 
Clifford, upon the spot, and made the king 
his prisoner, who lost 5000 men. and York 
600. 

Attorneys are so numerous in Norfolk 
and Suffolk, that an act was passed limit- 
ing their »;imber to six in each county, 
and two in the city of Norwich. 

The arts of spinning, throwing, and 
weaving silk were practised by a company 
of women in London, called sUk- women. 
They petitioned parliament this year 
agiiinst the Ciiinpedrion of the Lombards, 
and an act was passed prohibiting the im- 
port of laces, i(d)bons, and such narrow 
fabrics as were manufactured by them. 
About twenty-five years later, men began 
to engage in the silk manufacture, which I 
had before been performed entiiely by 
women. 

A quarrel happened in London between 
some Englishmen and Italians, and the 
English rifled several Italian houses, for 
which many were taken and executed. 

The queen took the king into the north, 
under pretence of lus health, and endea- 
voured to ensnare the dukes of Yoik and 
W urwick, who had notice of her designs. 

1457. The French infested the sea 
coasts, and the Scots the borders. 

145S. March 24. .An accommodation 
between the king and the Yorkists, at 
London. 

Jug. 28. The French landed 4000 men 
at Sandwich, and plundered tl»e town ; 
also at Fowey in Curnwiill. wliidi they plun- 
dered. 

Printing was practise<l j>ublirly ahiiit 
this time, said to be invented by John 
Guttcinburgh, of Meirz ki Germany, about 
ten years before. It was brought into 
England by William Caxton, a merce r of 
IauuIoii, a d. 1473. 

'/lie king invited the duke of York and 
hiH adherents to court, irhich he ucrvftcd 
and came, joined by his friends, nth a 
numerous retinue. Both parties in i ro- j 
cession to St, Paul’s, and the queen walked 
with the di.ke of York. The duke retired 
from court. 

1459. A quarrel happening between a 
servant of the king, and another of the 
earl of Warwick, the war broke out afresh, 
and the earl of SalisbuTy dvfeatt^d the 
king's troops under the Lord Audley at 


John Rouse, of Warwick, who declaimed 
viidently against the nobility and gentry ns 

depopulators,” petitioned the parliament, 
assembled at Coveutry, against the en- 
closure of lands. 

1460. J///y 9. The Yorkists follow the 
king to Northampton, where a battle was 
fought; tlie king’s army was loutcd, the 
duke of Buckingham and the earl of Salis- 
bury killed, aiui tin king made prisoner. 

I'he duke of York was proclaimed, l>y 
the sound of trumpet, heir-apparent to the 
Town and protector of the realm. 

J\ot\ 8. it was agreed in parliament, 
that Henry should enjoy the crown during 
his life, and that the duke of York shuuhl 
succeed him. 

J^ec. 2. York marched against the 
queen with 5000 men only. He shut him- 
self up in his castle of Sandal, near Wake- 
field, where the (pu*en provoked him to 
co:ne init and give battle, when 2800 of his 
men weic .slain, and himself killed in the 
engagement, JX*cember 30. 

1401. Feb. The queen demanded pro- 
visions of the major of London, which the 
im»h (^'pubed. 

Feb, 2. Edward, earl of March, engage*! 
the king's forces, nnder the eaU of Peni- 
Iroke. and routed them at Mortimer’s cross, 
near Ludlow, killing 3800 of their men, 
and Owen Tudor being taken prisoner was 
l)ehea<led. 

Feb. 17. The queen defeated the duke 
(»f Norfolk and the earl of Warwick at 
Bernard’s Heath, near St. Alban’s, and set 
the king at liberty ; but the earl of Murclt, 
now' duke of York, advancing toward L»»n- 
•lon witii a siiper.or force, she retired north- 
wards. 

I Feb. 28. The earl of March entered 
London, and hiv friends, in particular the 
earl of Warwick, gained the j)eopIe to jno- 
cliiim him king. 

March 2. York proclai#ed king, in the 
carnpi and this is reckoned the lust tiny of 
Henry’s reign. 

T.VXE.S IN THIS HKION. 

1422. A subsidy of 3.‘?*r, ie/. on e%vry 
>ack of vrool exported, w:th the U'sttul ttni- 
n.ige and poundage, for two years. 

1423. The same duties as the year before, 
for two years. 

1425. The like duties granted. 

1427, Tunnage and ])oundage for two 
years ; and on every parish (if. 8<f fur every 
twenty nobles’ annual rent ; and 6f. Brf. on 
every person that held a knight’s fee, and 
80 proportionably. 
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1449. The subsidy on wooI^J|innaj»e ani 
poundage, continued ; with one-tenth an. 
one-fifteenth. Every person that held a 
knight’s fee was to pay 20*. ; and all per- 
sons having land to the annual value of 20/. 
to pay 20«. 

The clergy to pay for all lands purchased 
since 20 Kdw. I. 

1432. The subsidy on wool, and ton- 
nage and poundage continued, and half a 
tenth and half a fifteenth grante<l. 

1433. One-tenth and one-fifteenth, a 
subsidy on wool, tunnago and poundage, 
f->r two years. 

143'). The like duties, and sixpence in the 
pound oil land. 

1439. One-tenth, one-fifteenth, and half 
a fifteenth, a subsidy on wool, tunnage and 
poundage ; aliens to pay 1 6rf. for every 
house, every other alien (></. 

1145. One-tenth and a half, and one- 
fifteenth and a half; a subsid}- on wool, 
t nonage aiul poundage. 

1448. One-tenth, oue-Hfteeiith, tunnage 
;iivl poundage, foe live years ; a subsidy oi\ 
wool for four years; on every alien 

linusekeejHfr ; Gd. on other aliens; (’»#. 8//. 
on every foreign merchant, and 207. on 
each of their clerks. 

1419. Vivery person having lands, an- 
nuity, or otVice, of the aunnal value t>f I0« 
to pay f)(i , aod under 20/. to pay 'JOd. in 
the pound ; frotn 20/. to 200/. per annnin, 
127. in the ponnil ; all aliove 200/. per ann. 
to pay 2jr. in tlte pouinl, as well clergy as 
l-uty. 

11.') 3. One-touth and a half and one- 
fifteenth and a half, tunnage and poundage, 

I first granted f r the king’s life) a siib.siily 
«)!) wool, vi*., I/. .3j. -id. a sack on denizen>, 
and 5/. on every .sack exported by aliens i 

I every foreign iiierchaut housekeeper, 
10.<. per Annum ; and on every foreig)) mer- 
chant, being no deuizeii, 6/. 13#. 47, per 
annum. 

Already the public expenditure greatly 
exceeded the income. In 14,')3 the receipts 
fell short of the expenses of govern- 
nifiit, to the am<4ht of 35,000/., chiefly 
ii» et)nse(pu*iice of the war. The ordinary 
U'vtMjue uf the crown had dwindled to 
un,\ it became necessary to make 
piuliainentary provision f\»r the support of 
Oie royal househohl. Tlie extraordinary 
revenue which was generally granted by 
parliament consisted of customs on wool 

skins, and the tunnage and poundage, 
W’liich yielded on the average about 27,000/. 
the king’s debts, at the clo.se of this reign, 
amounted to 372,000/. 

STATL'TK.S IS THIS HKtClS. 

^ Hen. VI. cap. 1. Tha clergy in con- 
vocation to have the same privileges as 
meinbiTs of parliament. 


Cap. 7. Knights of shires to be resident, 
and seised of freeliold lands in their re- 
spective ct)iintie.s, of the value of forty 
shillings per annum, and every elector to 
have forty shillings per annum freehold. 

Cap. 29. Juries for the trial of aliens to 
be one half foreigners. 

12 lien. VI. cap. 1. No inhabitant of 
the stews in Southwark to be on a jury, or 
keep a public- house. 

18 Hen. VI. cap. 11. A justice of peace 
must be seised o7 lands uf twenty pounds 
per annum. 

23 Hen. VT. cap. 8. No man shall be 
sheriff) or under-sheriff) more than one 
year. 

Cap. 1.'). Method of electing members of 
parliament prescribed : the sheriff who 
makes a false return*to forfeit lUO/. to the 
party grieved. 

39 Hen. VT. cap. 7., reci'es, That 
wliereas there were eighty attorneys and 
upwards in the couutie'i of Norfolk and 
Suffolk, there should be but six in Norfolk, 
six in Suff’olk, and two in Norwich, for the 
future. 

l.E.VUNKl) MEN, A. I'. 1210 to 1400. 

Roliert Groutbead, or Grcatbead was 
consecr.ded bishop of Lincoln, 123ii died 
Oct. 9, 1253. He was originally a poor 
buy, patronized by the mayor of Lincoln, 
by whose favour he was enabled to pursue 
Ins studies at the uuiversities, and became 
a distinguished theologian and mathema- 
t cian. He was a voluminous writer, and 
boldly opposeti the papal corruptions. 

Roger Racon, Uirn near Ilchester, 1214, 
died at Oxford, June 11, 1292: called by 
his contemporaries ‘‘ the womieriul doc- 
tor.’* His attainments in languages ami 
murals, and lus surp^i^iug <lisco\eries iu 
natural philosophy, show bim to have been 
a most extraotdin.iry genius. The no- 
velty of his researches alarmed the preju- 
dices of the monks of his order, who kept 
him nearly twenty years in coufineraent, 
as a magician ; but li icon w^as too good a 
philosopher tv» affVet to work miracles, or to 
de.al iu magic. Many of his writings are 
still in manuscript, in the king’s library : 
his Dpus Magus." his “Thesaurus Che- 
micus,” and his “Treatise on the Infirmi- 
ties of Old Age," have l)t*en published : 
the first by Dr. Jebb, in 177.3. 

illichaei Scot, of iiaJuirie. obtained the 
title of mathematician among the learneiL 
ami of magician among the viilffar. He 
was a celebrated linguist, and made an ex- 
cellent translation of some of the writings 
f Aristotle. He lived to a great age, and 
died about 1200. 

John Duns Scot us was so celebrated for 
his learning, that Vlngland, Scotland, and 
Ireland contemled for the honm?r of his bird^ 
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His ingemous defence of the inimaculat> 
conception obtained for him the title oi 
“ the subtle doctor and his Lectures oi; 
the sentences of Peter Lombard, at Oxford 
Trere immensely popular. Thirty thousand 
students are said to have con^^regated at 
this ancient seat of learning. About 
twenty different authors wrote commenta- 
ries on the works of this famous school- 
man. Both text and comment, however, 
are now forgotten, or only remembered 
as an example of great talents, wasted on 
theological absurdities. Scotus died in 
1308, in the prime of life, and is said to 
have been prematurely buried. A complete 
edition of his works was published at 
Lj'ons, 11^1639, in twelve volumes, folio. 

William Oakham, the founder of a sect 
of schoolmen, called OSkhamists, was born 
at Oakham, in Surrey, 1280; died at 
Capua in 1350. He was a learned and 
zealous controversialist, who, in the early 
part of his life, boldly impugned the supre- 
macy of the pope, but afterwards recanted. 
In the quaint bombast of tbc times he was 
called the singular and invincible doctor.” 

John Wickliff, a most famous divine, and 
the founder of the Protestant reformation 
in England. He was born near the River 
Tees, in Yorkshire, in a parish whence he 
takes his name. His writings were nu- 
merous, but most of thtm remain in ma- 
nuscript in the pulAic libraries of Oxford. 
Cambridge, and Lambeth. His version of ! 
the Scriptures has never been printed. A 
copy of this translation, beautifully written 
and illuminated, formed part of the collec- 
tion of manuscripts of the late Dr. Adam 
Clarke, and had the arms of tht* unfortu- 
nate Thomas-a-AV oodstock, youngest ."On 
of Edward III., whose property it appears 
once to have been, engraven at the top of the 
first page. Wickliff was a bold and original 
speculator, in both religion and politics, and 
that he exerted an intiiience on the age in 
which he lived may be know n from the 
fact, that the council of Constance ordered 
his bones to be dug up and burnt on the 
score of heresy. He died of paralysis, at 
})i« rectory of Lutterworth, on the 31st of 
Decern her, 1384, aged sixty- 

Matthew Paris, an English historian, 
was a BenedictiLtf monk, in the m' T.asterv 
of St. AlbanV, and died 1259. He was well 
versed in the learning of the age. and a 
roan of rare integrity, freely censi mg all I 
that he found wrong, in all orders of peo- 
ple, without regard to rank or pow’-?r. His 
principal work is the ‘‘Historia Mojor,” of 
which we have only remaining the annals 
of eight kings, from the beginning of the 
Conqueroris reign to that of Henry III., 
the latter yearn being added, it is supposed, 
by a monk of the same monastery. It is 
a valuable history bating its superstitious 


narratives, Ad in one view may be deemed 
valuable ibi^hese. 

Among the monkish historians, and 
nearly contemporary with the last, were 
Thomas Wykes, Walter Hemmingford, 
Robert de Avesbur}', and Nicholas Trivet. 
I'heir writings are little known, and of no 
great authority. Neither did the next two 
centuries produce any historical writer of 
especial merit among the chroniclers and 
annalists of the thirteenth and fourteenth 
centuries. Walsingham, Otterburiie, and 
Rous are most to be considered. The best 
narrators of many contemporary events 
were French gentlemen, Froissart, Philip 
de Comines, Argenton, and Munstrelet. 

Sir John Gower was a poet of the four- 
teenth century, and, it is said, attained the 
•ankof chief justice of the Common Pleas, 
lie is more remarkable for his antiipiity, 
:han his merits as a writer, possessing no 
claim to genius or invention. Cihauccr 
calls him the moral Gower.” He died 
at an advanced age, in 1402, and was bu- 
ried at the conventual church of St. Mary 
Overy, Southwark, to which he bad been a 
benefactor, and where his tomb is still to be 
seen. 

Geoffry C'hauceris improvements in versi- 
fication and English diction, have earned 
‘ iin^the title of “ father of English poetry.” 
He was a man of shining endowments, le- 
marka\)ly handsome in person, elegant in 
manners, and an universal scholar. Being 
brother-in-law to John of (laurt, duke of 
Lancaster, he was much about the courts of 
Edward HI. and Henry IV., and sharing 
the vicissitudes of his iiohle relatives, 
helped to give the knowliMlgc of life and 
versatility which distinguish his writings. 
Chaucer spent the last tni years of his 
time at Donoington Castle, and dying in 
140(1, at the agoof seventy-two, was buried 
in Westminster Abbey. His works remained 
long in nianuscr;]it, C'axton fiist publishing 
his “Canterbury Tales” in 147G, 

Sir Thomas Littleton, descended of an 
ancient ami honourable family of Wor- 
cestershire, was an eii^ent jmlgo of tlie 
court of Cownion Pleas in I4{>5. In bi.s 
leisure hours he comjiosed his learneil and 
useful work on English tenures of land. 
He died in 1481, Jeavinf^ three suns to 
share his ample fortune. 

S!r John Fortescue was a learned judge 
and judicial writer, and a principal coun- 
sellor in the court of Henry VI. In 1463, 
he fled with queen Margaret and her fol- 
lowers to Flanders, and during his exile 
compoheil his celebrated treatise De Lau- 
dibm l^erjvm Anglia;, Returning to Eng- 
laml, he is said to have purchased a par- 
don of Edward IV. by tbe retractafton of a 
, paper be had written against tbc title of 
the House of York. His tract oti tlu- 
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difference between an Absojgite and Li- 
mited Monarchy” is valuable, not only as 
a specimen of the English of the time, but 
on account of the many curious parti- 
culars it contains concerning the consti- 
tution of England, and the condition of its 
inhabitants. 

James I. of Scotland was one of the 
most learned and ingenious princes of his 
time. During his long imprisonment in 
England by Henry V., books formed his 
companions, and stud}'^ his amusement. 
Some of the verses of this unfortunate 
prince have been preserved (see p. 79), 
and are remarkable for tenderness and ele- 
gance. 

The earl of Worcester, in the reign of 
Henry VI., was distinguished by his ge- 
nius and love of learning. He translated 
Cicero Dc j4micittQj and his treatise l^e 
Senectute ; both of which translations were 
printed by Caxtoii in 1481. The earl was 
beheaded by the Yorkists on Tower Hill, 
Oct. 15, 1470. 

Earl Rivers, who was beheaded at Pom- 
fret in 1483, may als<i be included among 
the men of letters of this period. He made 
several translations from the Frencli, which 
were priiited by Caxton ; and composed 
some ballads, that are lost, on the seven 
<leadly sins. ^ > 

8P.M1NAK1ES OP l.UAUMNG, 

A.D. 1216 to 1458^ 

The zeal for learning, according t 
Roger Bacon, had never been greater than 
in the time iu which ho wrote in the thir- 
teenth century. All the calhe<lral, con- 
ventual and other schools, the establish- 
ment of which has been noticed (p. 44), 
still continued to flourish. Attempts Here 
made to improve the constitution of the na- 
tional universities, by obviating those fre- 
(picnt causes of quarrel between the stu- 
dents and citizens relative to the rent of 
houses. This was most effectually done 
by some generous peisons erecting large 
bouses for the gralpitous lodging of both 
te.-ichers and scholars. They al.so made 
provision for poor scholars, by'' endowing 
these houses with lands and revenue.s lor 
the maintenance of indigent students and 
their teachers. These steps succeeded so 
that the founding of colleges became 
the prevailing taste of the rich and bene- 
volent in this age, as the founding of 
uionasteries had been in a former periorl. 
In consequence, a great many noble halls 
aiul colleges were erected, and endowed in 
H)th luuversities, between the middle of 
the thuteenth and fifteenth centuries. 

In Oxford the followmir coUeires were 
tuunded;— 

«oU.g«. by William, 
‘Mideacon of Durham. 


.D. 1422 (0 1461. 

1268. Baliol college, by John Baliol, 
father of the king of Scotland. 

1264. Merton college, for twenty scho- 
lars and three priests, by Walter Merton, 
bishop of Rochester. • 

1315. Exeter college, by Stapleton, 
bishop of Exeter. 

1324. Oriel college, by Edward 11. and 
his almoner Adam de Brown. 

1340. Queen’s college, by Robert Kn- 
glefield. 

1366. New college, by William of 
Wickham. 

1430. Lincoln college, by Richard 
Fleming, bishop of Lincoln. 

1437. All Souls college, by Chicbeley, 
archbishop of Canterbury. *• 

14.58. Magdalen college, by Patten, 
bishop of Winchester 

During t\ie same period the following 
lialls and colleges were founded in Cam- 
bridge, namely, Peter house, Michael col- 
lege, University hall, King’s hall, Clare 
hall, Pembroke hall, Corpus Christi col- 
lege, Trinity hall, Gonvil hall, King's col- 
lege, Queen’s college, Katherine hall. 

Two school foundations of great cele- 
brity were established in tins period ; 
namely, in 1387, Winchester college, fur 

seventy ]-oor and indigent scholars.” by 
William of Wickham*, in 1441, Eton 
college, by Henry VI., for the same, num- 
ber of ** poor and indigent scholars.” 

The youth of Scotland, in the middle 
age, w'ere obliged to travel for improve- 
ment, having no university in their own 
country. This inconvenience continued 
till 1410, when a few men of letters in 
St. Andrew's formed themselves into a 
voluntary society, and generously offered 
to teach those sciences then usually taught 
in univerHities, (<> ail wlio chose to attend 
their lectures, t'rowds of students attended 
the lectures, and Henry Wardlaw, bisliop of 
St. Andrew's, encouraged by their success, 
granted a charter to the lecturers, consti- 
tuting them an university for the study of 
“ divinity, law, medicine, ami the liberal 
arts.” This charter is dated February 27. 
J4I I, and was confitmed by the pope. 

In 1444, James Kennedy, the successor 
of WardJaw in the see, founded (he coliege 
<»f St. Salvator, and endowed it with com- 
petent revenues for a principal, six fellow's, 
and six poor scholars. 

The example of St. Andrew's was fol- 
owed by Glasgow *, and in 14r>0 a bull 
was obtained from the pope, establishing 
an university in that city for study in all 
awful faculties, with all the honours ami 
mmtinities of the pope’s owui university at 
Bonoiiia. The hish<»p of Glasgow and his 
successors were constituted perpetual chan- 
ceWoTti of the mVwemty *, and t\\e degrees 
and honours conferred by it were to be 
sustained hy every other university. 
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Edwahd bad many qualities suited to the turbulent period in which he 
reigiftd. Bold, active, enterprising, was more splendid and showy, 
than either prudent or virtuous, and less fitted to prevent evils by wise 
precautions, than to remedy them after they took place by vigour and en- 
terprise. He was veiy fond of pleasure; and though brave, suspicious, 
and inaccessible to any movements of compassion wliich might relax bis 
energy in the prosecution of the most bloody revenge on his enemies. In 
his person, till he grew unwieldy, he was the handsomest man of his time ; 
his nol)le mien, affability, free and easy air, prepossessed every one in his 
favour. He had, however, many vices ; was false, cruel, and extremely 
incontinent, so much so, that, according to Rapin, his whole life was a 
continued scene of hist. He liad many mistre-sses, especially three, of 
whom he said, ‘ 0»c was the merriest, the other the wittiest, and the third 
the holiest, for she was always in a church but when he sent for her.* 

War and devastation formed the chief national occupation. The contest 
between the rival houses of York and Lancaster still continued ; and dur- 
ing the sanguinary struggle, the scaffold as well as the field streamed with 
the noblest blood of England. Abroad this memorable civil broil was 
known by the name of the war between the two roses ; the partisans of 
the house of Lancaster having chosen the red rose as their badge of dis- 
tinction, those of York tlie while rose. 

Among the king’s mistresses was the celehratcd Jane Shore. She was 
born of respectable parents in London ;#biit \iew8 of interest more than 
the maid’s inclinations had been consulted in her rnafriage, and her mind, 
though formed for virtue, was unable to resist the allurements of the gay 
and amorous Edward. Her suhscejuent revcrscs—hcr doing penance in 
St. Paul’s, and miserable death, arc well known. It is said she perished 
of hunger in a ditch, which originated the name of a district of the metro- 
polis. She was seen by Sir Thomas More so late as the reign of Henry 
VIII., poor, decrepit, and shrivelled, with no trace of that beauty which 
once excited the envy and admiration of the court. 

Thomas Parr, celebrated for longevity, was born in this reign. He was 
brought to London V)y Lord Arundel, in 1635, and introiluced to Cliarles 
II. ; hut the change of situation, and his altered mode of life, particularly 
drinking wine, soon proved fatal to a constitution supjwrted by more al)- 
fitemioiis habits, and he died the same year, aged 152. He had been 
brought up to husbandry. 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

1461. Edwanl, eldest survjvin»r son of | 12. Arrives at Pontefract fo oppose the 

Richard duke of York (son of Richard I Lancastehans. Ilm army amounted to 
earl of Cambridge, and Anne his wife, 1 40,000 men. Tliat of queen Margaret, 
who was daughter of Roger earl c Afarch, ' who with her liusband and son were in 
the son of Edmund MortiuHT, and i'hiiippa ; ihe city of York, amomifed fu 60,000, 
his wife, who was daughter of Lu-m l duke j commanded by the duke of Somerset. 
of Clarence, the third son of Edward III.), A tradesman was beheaded for saying he 
succeeded to the crown in the nineteenth j would make his son heir of the crown, al- 
3 'ear of his age. luding to the sign of his house. 

March 3, 7V Dcmn sung in VVestmin- 29. Palm Sunday, Edward obtained a 
ster abbey, alter which Edward returned j great victory over Henry’s forces Tow- 
to St. Paul's, and lodged in the bishop’s | ton in Yorkshire, where were slain 36,776 ; 
palace* 1 whereupon Henry, with his queen and 
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retired into Fcotliind; and delivered uji 
Berwick to the Scots. 

30. Edward marched info York, ai 
had Ills father s head taken down from the 
walls, where it had been placed, and the 
diike of J)evoiishire*8 put in its room. 

The queen embarked for France, to so- 
licit supplies of Lewis, and left her hus- 
band, llenry, in the Grey Friars, Kdiii- 
burj;h. 

Ju7ie 29. Edward crowned at West- 
minster. 

Nov. 6. Parliament met and confirmed 
Edward's title, jiassing a sweepiiij' bill of 
uttaioder against the adherents of Henry 
VI. Anion others condemnetl of the 
Lancaster jiarty, was John de Vere, euil 
of Oxford, and liis son, who dispiifed, in a 
former parliament, the question about the 
precedency of temporal and spiritual ba- 
rons, and by his arp;uinents carried it for 
the lords temporal. Edward co nfirmed the 
pnvilej>;es of the clergy; exempting them 
from lieiug pro.'^ecutcd in civil courts for 
felony and other offences. Playing at 
cards and dice prohWiittd, except during 
the twelve dajs at Christmas. 

1403. Queen Margaret landed in the 
north of England, and went to Beiwlck. 

Edward gives his friends the estates of 
tVe rebels, and makes himself veiy p#- 
p'-dar. 

1404. King llenry, betrayed by a monk, 
is taken in disgttise and carrtid pii^une 
to the Tower, with his legs tied under the 
horse's belly. 

1405. Fth, Kdw'ard privately man red 
the lady Elizabeth Grey, the widuw tf sir 
John Grey ; this match and the favour 
shown to the family of the new qu. eii, are 
sujiposed to have afenatetl Warwick from 
the king’s interest. 

1400. Feh. II. Edward's queen deli- 
voed of a daughter, named Klizaheth, 
aJterwards married to Henry VIL, whereby 
tlie fuiiiilies ofYiik and Lancaster weie 
united. 

1407. Edward marries 1 is sister Mar- 
garet to the dnke of Burgundy. War- 
wick withdiaws from couit, but conceals 
his designs. 

1408. E<l\vftrd renewed an alliance with 
the king < f Aragon ; and sent him a pre- 
Miit of some ewes and rams, and gave 
liUity fi.r the (xportation of Coiswold 
f'lui p to Spain. 

1409. Ju/y UC. \Varwiek defeat.s Ed- 
jurd 8 forces at Danesmoor, near Baii- 
oury. 

1 f70. Murvh. The earl of Warwick I 

prises Edward in his camp, takes him ' 
pti.vouer, and commits him to the care of 

brother, the archbishop of York. Both 
he rival kings were now in prison ; Henry 
m the Tower, and Edward in Middlehani 
Cast e, \i)ikshire. Edward soon alter ob- 


tained his liberty, but by what means his- 
torians are not agreed. 

Aov. 6. A parliament is called, by which 
Henry, after three years* imprisonment, is 
released fiom the Tower, re-instuted in 
the government, the succession settled in 
his family, and Edward is attainted as a 
traitor and usurper. 

1471. A/arcA. Edward assisted by the 
duke of Burgundy lands in Yoikshire, 

April W* Edward takes jxrssession of 
Loudon again (being about six months 
after his leaving it), and imprisoned king 
Henry. 

Apt'il 14. Easter Sunday, Edward ob- 
ained a great victory over the earl of 
Warwick at Barnet ; in whicli bartle the 
carl himsL'lf, his brother the marquis of 
Montague, were killed, and on both sides 
0,000 men. Warwick’s body, with that 
f Montague's, was exposed three days in 
St. Paul’s, and then de])osited among the 
ishes of his ford at hers in the abbey of 
idsam. 

Queen Margaret, with her son Eld ward, 
landed at Weymouth, and raised forces 
against Eidwavd. 

A/ay 4. Hattie of Tewkesbury, in which 
EMward took lleniy's tuily son ]*risoner, 
and suffered hvrn to tie kdied in his pre- 
sence. 

A/ay 6. The duke of Somerset, the prior 
of St. John's, ami many others, beheaded. 

A/ay 21. King Henry is murdered iti the 
Tower, in the ffltieth )ear of his age; he 
was buried first at Chertsey Abbey, thence 
removed, and solemnly interred at Windsor. 

1472. E'dwaid was now without a com- 
I petitor for tlie crown. He got the lords 
i to take the oaths to his son. Queen Mar- 
: garet, who had bieii taken prisoner, was 
I lansonied by lier father, and died in 

France, in V482. 

I A plague in England this year carried 
off niore than the filteen years’ war. 

147.3. Printing introduced into Elngland 
by William Caxton, a mercer, and one of 
the most worthy and ingenious men t.f his 
time. C'axton had been employed by Ed- 
ward IV. on the continent, to negotiate a 
treaty of commerce with the ilnke of Bur- 
gundy, and at I’oh-gne made himself inas- 
1 ter of the art of pniiting. Assisted by 
Thomas Milling, abbot of Westminster, he 
set up a printing jwess in the almonry «>£ 
the abbey, and ni March, I 174. produced a 
small book, translated by Jiirnself out of 
French, called “ The (»ame of Che.ss,” 
which is the first book known with cer- 
tainty to be piinttil in EJogland. i^rintiiig 
with wooden types bad In eii practised in 
14,90, by Lau rent ius C oster, keeper of the 
cathedral of IlnerU m ; and in 1441, John 
Cieinstleich,ot'Mentz, invented metal tyi^es. 
The royal chapel at Windsor founded 
this year, by Kilwaul. 
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1474. Edward joing the duke of Bur- 
gundy in a war against France. 

14 75. May 2^. Edward assembles his 
troo])s at Portsmouth, to the number of 
30,000, all Englishmen. 

Jwie 20. He embarked, and left his son, 
the prince of Wales, guardian of the realm. 

Juiy, Edward, having entered France, 
found the duke of Burgundy had deceived 
him. 

Sept. The king and his army returned. 

1476. Jan. The parliament met and 
created Richard, the king’s second son, 
duke of York. 

1477. The king made a ciremt with his 
judges, and applied himself to the adoii- 
nistratf9n of justice and filling his cofi'ers. 
The country was overrun with numerous 
gangs of robbers, amPthe king accompanied 
the judges of assize, to prevent their being 
insulted or intimidated, and to secure the 
execution of their sentences. 

1478. The duke of Clarence is attainted 
in parliament, and afterwards privately 
murdered in the Tow’er. lie had the choice 
of his death, and chose to be drowned in 
a but of Malmsey wine, and was buried at 
Tewkesbury, March 1 1. 

A treaty of trade and commerce was con- 
cluded between England and Burgundy. 

A great plague in England this jear, 
which began in September and ended in 
November. 

1479. War with Scotland. 

1480. This year -spent in negotiating 
marriages for the king's two daughters, 
Anne and Elizabeth. 

14S1. James, king of Scotland, caused 
one of his brothers to be murdered for 
speaking too freely of his coinluct ; and 
imprisoned another. 

Thomas Parr was born this year, noted 
for his extraordinary great age. He lived 
till he was 152 yeais ohl. 

1482. Edward took Berwick, and march- 
ed to Edinburgh, where a peace was con- 
cluded. 

During the Scoltish campaign, posts 
w'ere first established in England. Horse- 
men were placed at the distance of twenty 
miles fi oiij each other, on the road from 
Scotland to England. They delivered the 
dispatches from one to another, at the rate 
of 100 miles a day. 

1483. j4}tril 9. Edward died of a surfeit 
at Westminster, in the twenty-firs' year of ! 
his reign, and the forty-second ol his age, ' 
and was nobly interred at \\ iiidsor, m the 
new chapel, the foundation oi which he 
had laid. 

Immediately after his death he was ex- 
posed on aboard, naked i'lum the waist up- 
wards, during ten hours, tViat he might be 
seen by all the lords, and by the mayor 
and aldennen of London, 


TAXES IN THIS REIGN. 

1465. Tunnage and poundage granted 
the king for life, and a subsidy on wool 
and leather. 

1468. Two- tenths and two-fifteenths 
granted. 

1471. The commons granted that 14,000 
archers should serve the king at their own 
charge ; one-tenth and one-fifteenth also 
granted. • 

1473. One-tenth and one-fifteenth, and 
51,170/. for the payment of the wages of 
the 14,000 archers, which was levied pro- 
portiouably on every county, city, and 
town. 

1482. One-tenth and one-fifteenth, and 

subsidy to be levied on strangers and 
denizens; also an annual revenue of 
11,000/. out of the customs. This king 
had a great many other wt^s of raising 
moneys particularly by counscating the 
estates of the noblemen of the opposite 
party; by resuming the giants of former 
kings ; by pro>eciiting the subjects upon 
penal statutes, and extorting large sums 
from delinquents. He also raised great 
sums by privy seals and benevolences, 
borrowing from those who had any reputa- 
tion for wealth, according to their respective 
abilities, lie received also large sums 
fAm France, to induce him to withdraw 
his troops from that kingdom, and consent 
to a truce. 

STATUTES IN THIS REIUN. 

3 Edw. IV. cap. 3. An act prohibiting 
the importation of wrought silk. 

Cap. 4. An act prohibiting the impor- 
tation of all such manufactures as were 
made in England. 

Cup. 5. An act for restraining the ex- 
cess of apparel, and prescribing what every 
class of men should wear. 

4 Edw. IV. cap. 7. An act prohibiting 
the wearing of shoes with long \)iked lots. 


The goodly provision made for the installa- 
tion feast of George Neville, archbishop 
of York, in 1466, 


Wheat f quarters 

JOO 

Ale, tuns . 

300 

W ine, tuns 

100 

I|>ocra8se, pipes 

1 

()xen 

104 

Wild bulls 

6 

Muttons 

1000 

Veales 

304 

Forkes 

304 

Swannes 

400 

Geese 

2000 

Capuoas 

1000 


2000 

Plovers 

400 

Quailet 

1200 
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Fowles, called rees 

2400 

Peacocks • • 

104 

Mallards and teales 

4000 

Cranes . 

204 

Kidds . 

204 

Chickens 

2000 

Pigeons . 

2000 

Connies • 

4000 

Bittors 

204 

Heronshaws 

400 

Pheasants 

200 

Partridges 

500 

W oodcocks • 

400 

(Uirlews . 

100 

Egrits • • 

1000 

Stags, bucks and roes 

500 

Parties of venison, cold 

4000 


Parted dishes of jellies 1000 

Plain dishes of jellies 3000 

Cold tarts, baked 4000 

Cold custards, baked 3000 

Hot pasties of venison 1500 

Hot custards 2000 

Pikes and breams 308 

Porpoises and seals 12 


Spices, sugared delicacies and wafers, plenty . 

This curious bill of fare affords some 
idea of the magnitude of ecclesiastical 
leasts in the reign of Kdward IV. No 
turkeys are mentioned in it, because they 
were not then known in England. Cranes, 
heronshaws, porpoises, and seals are seldom 
seen at modern entertainments. 


EDWARD V. A.D. 1483. 

This prince succeeded, hut Iroiu his tender age, and never having been 
crowned, can hardly he said to have reigned uver England. He was only 
eleven years old on the d(*ath of his father, and within nine weeks and three 
tlays after he was ninrdered, along with his brother, the duke of York, by 
order of his uncle Richard, the crooked duke of Gloucester. Tlic duke, 
who aftcruards usurped the throijc, sent an express to Sir Robert Bracken- 
hury, governor of the Tower, to murder the princes. Brackenhury, having 
a little more conscience than liis master, returned a submissive Iinswer, but 
withal told him lie slioiild not be able to execute his commands. The pro- 
tector was then at Warwick, and enraged to be deceived in his opinion of 
that oflicer, sent him, by Sir James Tyrrel, a written order, to deliver the 
keys and government of tlie Tower into the hands of llie bearer for one 
night. Brackenhury obeyed, and Tyrrel introduced Forest, a known 
assassin, and Dighton his groom, to execute the protector’s orders. In 
the night, while all were asleep, they went into the room wlicrc the 
jirinees slept, and smollicring them in their bed, caused them to be 
iuiried under a little staircase. This is w hat Tyrrel, who was executed in 
the reign of Henry VII., afterwards confessed. In 1(374, while some alte- 
rations w’cre making in the White Tower, some bones were found in a 
wooden cliest, sujiposed to be those of the murdered princes. They were 
l)ut in a marble urn, and, by the order of Charles II., removed to W'est- 
niiiistcr Abbey. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

^ 1183. Apnl 9. Edward, iddest son of 1 of knights and esquires, through the in- 
Edward IV., by Elizabeth, the widow of ftuonce of the queen over Edward IV., ex- 
Sn John Gray, of Grooby, and daughter of cited the jealousy of the ancient aristo- 
^ir Richard VVoodville (afterwards Earl cracy* The great object of the conspiracy, 
Ib.ers), succeeded bis father at the age headed by the dukes of (iloucester and 
ot i!l».ven ye.irs. Buckingham, both of whom were allied by 

At Edward's uccessiun to the ihroue. blood \o the crown, was to seize \he go- 
there existed tw o parties at covui, tl\e\ vernment by the ruin of the WwdviUei, 
‘dd and new nobility; it was the latter 'who were considered an upstart iainily 
who cliiefly adhered to the young king, Accordingly Gloucest«*r ordered the arrest 
®nd who having been raised from the rank of Karl Rivers, and other fiieiids of the 
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qiit^en, and got the young king, liis ne- 
phew, into his power; upon which, the 
queen, with her other son, Richard, and 
five daughters, took sanctuary in West 
minster. 

A tumult arose in London, which was 
appeased by Lord Hastings, a favourite of 
the citizens. 

May 4. The king brought to London 
with much show of respect by Gloucester, 
and lodged in the bishop’s palace. Glouces- 
ter and the lords did homage to Edward. 

May 29. Gloucester prevailed upon the 
counc 1 to appoint him protector of the king 
and kingdom, and upon the queen to deli- 
ver up her son Richard, duke of York; 
whereupaii he secured him with his brother 
Edward in the Tower. 

The protector took the great seal from 
Archbishop Rotherham, and gave it to the 
bishop of Lincoln. He caused two Cimncils 
to be formed ; one, consitifing of his own 
partizaiis, met at Crosby-place, his resi- 
dence, in London ; the other, consisting of 
Lord Hastings and other friends of the 
king, met at the Tower. 

June 13. The protector holds a council 
in the Tower, at which the Lords Hastings 
and Stanley, and the bishops of York and 
Ely. are arrested. The three l ist were 
confined in separate cells ; Hastings was 
led out and ininudiately heheadt.d at the 
door of the (Huipcl. A pioclamatiun was 
issued the same afternoon, announcing that 
Hastings and his friends had cot>spited to 
put to death Gloucester and Buckitigham, 
who had miraculously escape«l the snare 
laid for them. A proclamation was also 
issued to the citizens, that the king’s coro- 
iiatiou was unavoidably lostponed. 

June 13. Ratcliffe, one of the boldest 
partizans of Gloucester, beheails L«»rd 
Rivers, I.#ord Gray, Sir Thomas Vaughan, 
and Sir Richanl Hav. se, at Poiiifrel Castle. 

June It).’ A proclamation issued m the 
northern counties, charging the <pieen and 
her adherents with traitorous designs 
against the protector and •* the old loyal 
bJode of the realm.” 

Reports spread against the iegifimacy of 
the late king, and the protector sets up for 


the patron and avenger of public morals. 
Jane Shore, concubine to Edward IV., 
and afterwards to Hastings, is obliged to 
do pcilunce in St. Paul’s for infidelity to 
her husband, Gloucester having first seized 
her plate and jewels. 

On the same day Gloucester married 
Lady Anne, youngest daughter of Richard 
Nevil, the great earl of Warwick, and wi- 
dow of Prince Edward, son of Henry VI. 

June 22. Dr. Shaw, brother of the lord 
mayor, ])reaches at Paul’s cross, from the 
text — ** Bastard slips shall not thrive 
illustrating his sermon by adverting to the 
libertinism of the late king, and iriing to 
make it appear, that doubts might be enter- 
ained of the legality of Edward’s second 
II iiri.'igc with Elizabeth Womlville. The 
lector’s discourse failed of the intended 
effect, and he slunk away to his house ; from 
which, it is said, he never after ventured, 
piumg away through shame and remorse. 

June 24. Buckingham, attended by se- 
veral lords and gentlemen, harangue the 
citizens from the hustings, at Guildhall. 
A few hirelings exclaim — King Richard ; 
which the duke adopted as the assent of 
the meeting, and inv.ted them to accom- 
pany liim ne.\t day to Bayiiard's Castle, 
the residence of the protector. 

Jyne 25. Petition jin seated to the pro- 
tector to accept the crown, to which he ac- 
cedes, after having his scruples overcome 
hy the eloijuence of Buckingham. 'J'his 
petition appears as that of the loids spiri- 
tual and temporal and commons of tlie 
realm, and was embodied in an act of par- 
liament, which still exists. 

June 20. Richard places himself on the 
murlile seat in Westminster, observing that 
he ch' se to commence his reign in the 
great hall, because the administration of 
justice was the first duty of a king; and 
ordered a jnoclamation to be issued, par- 
doning all offences up to that hour. He 
afrerwards went to St. Paul's, where he 
was received by the clergy in procession, 
and welcomed with the acclamations of the 
peojde. Two days alter, the archbishop of 
\r.rk and Lord Stanley were released ; the 
latter made loid steward of the huiiseho’d. 


RICHAT 1) 111. A.D. \m to 1485. 

lliciiARD s ill-gotten crovii was soon siiatclied from his licad by the dcci* 
sive victory of Bosv orth. He reigned Imie more than two years, and was 
in the thirU -fourth year of his age when he ended hia blood-stained career. 
After the battle the crown was iouud in a field by a soldier, wbo brougltt 
it to Lord Stanley, who immcdiandy placed it on the head of Ilenrv, carl 
of Richmond, congratulating him uii his victory, and saluting h^ i king. 
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From that time Henry assumed the regal office ; as if that ceremony alone 
was sufficient to establish his right to thg crown. ^ 

Richard was the last of the Plantagenets, a family which had inherited 
the throne for the space of three hundred years. After liis death the two 
houses of York and Lancaster were united by the marriage of Richmond 
with the heiress of the house of York, and an end put to the great na- 
tional feud which had long desolated the kingdom. 

Of Richard it has been said that he was well qualified for sovereignty, 
had he legally obtained it, and that he committed no crimes, but such as 
were necessary to secure him the crown. But this is a feeble extenuation 
when it is admitted that he was ready to commit the most dreadful enor- 
mities for the attainment of his object ; and his courage and capacity arc 
a poor atonement to society for the frightful example of successful crime he 
oflers to ambitious men. His character is rendered further odio%w by the 
acts of hypocrisy and dissimulation with which he sought to hide his cri- 
minality from the world. These are usually the accompaniments of weaker 
minds, but Richard did not disdain to practise thejm and pursued his dia- 
bolical course under a sanctified mask of religion morality . 

Attempts have been made to relieve his memory of a portion of the guilt 
with which it is loaded ; but the arguments advanced are more ingenious 
than conclusive. That he was the author of the death of Hastings and of the 
W(K)dville8 is allowed ; but it is inferred, from a discrepancy of dates, that 
he could not have given instructions for the death of Edward and the duke 
of York. Having committed one great crime, it is not likely he would per- 
mit a second to stand in the way^of his ambition. The death of the young 
])i inces in the Tower was a natural sequel to the death of Hastings and 
the Pomfret tragedy, and removed the only remaining obstacle in the way 
of his usurpation. Setting aside the suspicious secrecy observed concern- 
ing the death of the princes, it is reasonable to conclude, as Richard reaped 
the chief benefit from the ])lot, he was also its chief contriver. 

It is gratifying to remark that the parties principally implicated in this 
bloody history met their just reward in ignominious or untimely deaths. Sir 
James Tyrrcl was executed twenty years after, on account of the Suffolk 
treason. Richard iiimself executed justice on the sup])liant and recreant 
Buckingham. Cateshy was also executed ; and Brackenbury, lladciiffe, 
and other accomplices, fell with their principal at Busworth. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

1483. Ju/^ 6. Rich.'ird HI., the eighth ! nflt»r a conspiracy had been formed for 
and yuungeht ton of Richard duke of York, j their liberation. 

crowned at B'estniinster with his consort. Gloucester anives at Notting- 

At the ceremony seventeen knights of the ham, whence Jiis secretary writes, the king 
Rath were made. is occupied in determining (he complaints 

The king sent embassies to (yastile, >f poor folks, with due puuition of offeii- 
Rretagne, and France, to renew alliances ders.” 

with them. Afterwards he made a slow 30. Lewis XI. king of France, 

progress through the kingdom, adminis- died, and Charles V 111., his only son, being 
teiing justice in all the great towns, lUten a minor, succeeded him, under the guar- 
g to petitions, and dispensing favours, diaiiship of his sister Anno, 
llleanwhilo his nephews Fklward V. and S' /it. 8. Gloucester crowned a second timo 

Richard were murdered, and obscurely with his queen at York. On the same day 
bvivied iu the Tower. The exact day and his son V-dward was created prince oC 
manner of this tragedy were kept a pro- 1 Wales. 

found secret, and the king only suffered a \ conspiracy formed for the dethrone* 
knowledge of their death to be published, nieut of Richard, at the head of which waa 
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the duke of Buckingham, who had be 
come entirely estranged from the usurper, 
either from fear, or hatred of his cruelty, 
or from his having refused him ])art of tht 
inheritance of Humphrey de Bohun, which 
he claimed in right of his wife. Bucking- 
ham was joined by the bishop of Ely, the 
marquis of Dorset, and the mother of the 
earl of Richmond. The earl of Richmond 
was informed by express, of the proceed- 
ings in his favour; he acquainted the 
duke of Bretagne thereof, who promised 
to assist him. Richard suspected Buck- 
ingham, and ordered him to court, which 
the duke refused, and declare<l against the 
king. The duke took up arms, and was 
joined b^snumbers in Wales ; he designed 
to go into Cornwall, but could not pass the 
Severn, by reason of the inundation of the 
waters, which were never so great before 
in that part ; it lasted ten days, and men, 
women, and children were carried away in 
their beds by the violence of it. Bucking- 
ham’s army was dispersed, and he was 
obliged to conceal himself in the house of 
one of his domestics, who betrayed him for i 
a reward that had been otiered by ! 
Richard. ■ 

Oct. 12. Tlie ead of Richmond with 40 
ships and 5000 men furni.shcd by the duke 
of Bretagne, sailed from St. Malo, but 
was dispersed by a storm *, the earl arrived 
at Poole, had like to have been siirpri'cd 
by a stratagem of Kichard’.s, but he es- 
caped and sailed back to Bretagne. 

Nov, *2. Richard arrives at Sabsbury, and 
having refused to see Buckingham, ordered 
his head to be struck off in the market- 
place. 

11. Parliament met aial confirmed the 
title of the king, and entailed the crown 
on his issue ; it also passed a sweeping 
bill of attainder. 

1484. March. The king prevails on the 
late queen to leave her sanctuary in West- 
minster, and promises her that her daugh- 
ters shall be married oniy to gentlemen. 

April. Prince Edwa»-d, the usurper's only 
child, dies suddenly at Middleham. 

Dec. 25. Richard keeps his ('hristmas 
with great splendour at Westminster, and 
is lavish in his attentions to his niece 
Elizabeth, the daughter of Edward IV., 
and whom the earl of Richmond had ]jrf>- 
mised to marry. 

1485. This truce with Bretag e being 
prolonged, and Rich.aid not fea..ag Rich- 
mond, laid his fleet up. Fram e* revolved 
to aid the earl of Richmond, and the earl 
repaired to Rouen to a.sembJe his troops. 

March. The queen dies unexpectetlly, 
and not without suspicion of poison. 
Richard f(}rthwith prepared to execute his 
cherished design of marrying the princess 
Elixabeth, who is favourable to the union. 


But he is prevented by the rcprescntationi 
of Ratcliffe and Cafesby, ami tlia general 
disgust expressed against such a suspicious 
and incestuous connexion. 

Aug. 6. The earl of Richmond landed 
at Milford Haven with 2000 men. He 
marched to Shrewsbury, where his armj 
did not exceed 4000 men. Lord Stanley 
raised 5000 men, as sujiposed for Richard, 
and his brother raised 2000. 

Richard, before the landing of Rich- 
mond, issued a very artful proclamation 
stigmatizing his opponents, rebels, mur 
derers, adulterers, and extortioners. He 
assembled his forces at Nottingham, and 
found they daily deserted to Richmond. 
The earl marched to Lichfield, and had 
an interview with lord Stanley at Ather- 
;ton. Lord Stanley refused to obey the 
king’s orders, and Richard ordered his 
on's head to be struck off, but he was per- 
uaded from it. 

Aug. 21. Richard left Leicester with the 
Town on his head, and encamped about 
wo miles from the town of Bosworth. The 
arae night Richmond marched from 
Tamworth to Atherston, where he was 
oined by the Stanleys, and was en- 
:ouraged by the numerous desertions from 
he enemy, 

Ai^g. 22. In the morning both armies 
dvanced towards Hedmore ; and the van- 
jiiards commanded by the duke of Norfolk 
and earl of Oxford engaged. Richard 
)ok advantage of a marsh that covered 
his right, and commanded his bowmen to 
assail the enemy, whom the discharge of 
arrows threw into confusion. A close 
fight with swords followed for a short 
ime; but lord Stanley, who still hovered 
.»n the edge of the field, at this critical 
moment joined Richmond, and determined 
he issue of the battle. Enraged at this 
flifection, the usurper determined on a 
urious effi>rt to win the day or perisli in 
he attempt. Spying Richmond, he N^niried 
his horse towanls him, e.xciaiming, — 
‘Treason, trea.son, treason!’’ With his 
e.vn hand he slew sir Charles Brandon, 
he standard-bearer, struck to the ground 
sir John Cheney, and made a desperate 
blow at his rival, when he was overpow- 
ered by mnnhers, thrown from his horse, 
and immediately sl.iin. After his death 
resistance became vain. The battle lasted 
two hours : on tlie side of llifchmuud not 
more than lOO were killed; Richard lost 
near .^000 in the fight and pursuit ; among 
j 'hem Norfolk, Ferrers, Kadclifle, and 
Jarackenbury. 

The celebrated battle which gave peace 
to the kingdom was fought about three 
ules from Bosw.<rth, an ancientMnarket- 
town of Leicestershire. The exact spot 
has been pretty well indicated by pieces of 
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armour, weapons, and especially abund- 
ance of arrow-heads found there. Rich- 
ard's body was found naked, covered with 
blood and dirt, and in that condition 
thrown across a horse, with the head 
hanj^injij on one side, and the legs on the 
other, and so carried to Leicester. It lay 
two whole days exposed to public view, 
after which it was interred, without any 
ceremony, in one of the churches of that 
city. Some time after it was removed and 
buried in St. Mary’s church, belonging to a 
monastery of the grey friars. Henry VII., 
his rival and successor, put over him a 
tomb of various-ctdoured marble, adorned 
with his statue in alabaster. This moini- 
nicnt stood till the dissolution of the 
abbeys under Henry VIII., when it was 
pulled down, and utterly defaced ; since 
tlien, his grave being overgrowji with 
weeds and nettles, no trace of it could be 
found, except his stone coffin, which was 
afterwards made a drinking trough at an 
inn in Leicester. 

Richard left no legitimate issue. He 
had a natural son, stirnumcd John of 
Gloucester, a minor, whom he ap{>uinted 
governor of ('alais ; and a natural daugh- 
ter, named Catherine Plantagenet, who 
died young. 

He foumled the society of Heralds^ and 
made it a corporation. He also founded 
a collegiate chantry, called the Lady of 
Harking,” near the Tower. He gave .jOU 
marks a year to Queen’s college, Cam- 
biiilge. Some of the laws too enacted in 
this reign were meritorious. 

STATUTES IN THIS UKUiN. 

1. Rich. 111. cap. 1. Knacted, that no 
money should, fur the future, be demanded 
of the subject by way of loan or benevo- 
lence ; it being frequently extt*rted by 
force, for the king named the sum, and it 
was dangerous to refuse it. 

(’ap. 3. Justices of peace were em- 
jii.wered to admit people to bail that were 
suspected of felony. 

Cap. 4. None to be impaunelled on 
juries ludess seised of JOf. per annum in 
lauds. 

Cap. 9. No alien shall exercise any 
handicraft, or trade by n*tail. 

Caj). 12. No foreigners shall im^iort any 
such manufactures as are made iii Kng- 
laud. 

Cap. 13. Knacted, that a tun of wine 
or oil should consist of ‘25'J gallons, a pipe 
a tierce 84, a hogshead 63, a barrel 
d] and a half, and a rundlet 18 and a half. 

ihahnino ajvw scirnck. A.i>, 1216 to N8j. 

settlement of the government in 
Ileury Tudor, and the close of the line of 
Plantagenet, forma an historical epoch at 


which one may resume a notice of the pro 
gress in learning and science during the 
interval that had elapsed from the passim*- 
of Magna Charta. ^ 

One feature of this period was the in- 
creasing attention paid to the Knglish 
and the neglect of the Latin language. 
No British writers of the thirteenth and 
'ourteenth centuries wrote such classical 
Latin as John of Salisbury, Peter of Blois, 
and several others who flourished in the 
twelfth. This neglect doubtless arose 
from the diversion of scientific studies, and 
from Knglish having grown into more 
frequent use even by scholars, both in 
writing and conversation. It was still, 
however, a language widely diffirent from 
that now in use. In the twelfth and thir- 
:eeiith centuries oar ancestors spoke a lan- 
guage as tmintelligible to us as a dead or 
foreign language ; and in the fourteenth 
century they only begin to be intelligible 
with the help of a glossary, as maybe 
remarked in the writings of Chaucer aivd 
Gower, who flourished in that age. 

As language continued a very imper- 
fect instrument for the communication of 
:hought, it may be concluded that khk- 
Touic, or the art of persuasive and effect- 
ive speaking, had not made much pro- 
gress, It was, however, the subject of 
lectures in most seals of learning, and 
such as excelled were advanced to the 
degree of masters or doctors. The Domi- 
nicans, Franciscans, and other mendicant 
friars, diligently studied dcclamutiou ; be- 
cause the success of their begging de- 
pended very much on the popularity of 
their preaching. 

The i.ooic of the age was mere sophis- 
tical trifling, whose object was to bide, 
nut discover truth. What benefit could 
mankind derive from wrangling upon such 
quibbles as the following i’ — That two con- 
tradictory propositions might be both true.’’ 
Yet such verbal nogs were contested with 
as much zeal as if life had depended on 
the issue, and not unfriH|uently the rival 
disputants Wcarae so heated by debate, 
that from angry words they proceeded to 
blows. 

Scicooi. Divinity was the most popular 
study of the age, and consisted in bold 
attempts to unravel the mysteries of the 
Scriptures according to the taste and under- 
standing of the eX[>ounder. Those who 
excelled in such expositions were called 
Bible divines, or Bible doctors. In the 
thirteenth and fourteenth cei#urie.s they 
reigned paramount in all the famous uni- 
versities of Knrope, ninl even took posseo- 
sion of the piiipit. where they inrroduced a 
new method of preaching. Before Car 
dinal Langfon had divided the Old and 
New Testament into chapters and vewes. 

H 2 
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two modes ox preaching were practised, to be curious in okogkaphy. louis IX. 
The first consisted in explaining a large of France sent friar VVilhain into Tartary 
portion of Scripture, sentence after sen- in 1253, to explore that and other coun- 
tence, in the regular order in which the tries, of which he wrote a description, 
words lay, making short practical reflec- The pope had seven years before sent a 
tions on each sentence. This inode of John de Plano Carpini to explore the same 


public instruction is still used in some 
foreign churches, and in many parts of 
Britain, under the name of fecturing. The 
second mode of preaching was called tie- 
daring ; because the preacher, without 
naming any particular text, merely de- 
clared the subject upon which he was 
about to enlarge. This continued the po- 
pular mode till the schoidmen introduced 
the existing practice of preaching from a 
specific v^se or text. 

The new fashion ivas considered an in- 
novation on tlie good (Ad times that were 
past, and was stoutly opposed through the 
whole of the fourteenth ami part of tl 
fifteenth century. Dr. Thomas Gascoigne, | 
chancellor of the university of Oxford, | 
relates that he preaclud a sermon iii St. j 
Martin's church in 1450, without a text, ; 
dcr/uring what he thought would be use- | 
fill to tlie peoile. In vindication of the 
ancient practice he sa\s, “That Dr. 
.\ugustine had proaclvul 400 sermons to | 
tlie clergy and the people, without ie«iding j 
a tfxt at the heginning of his discourse, ! 
and that the way of preaching by a text : 
and by divisions was invented only about 
A.i). 1*200, as appeared from the authors 
of the first sermons ot'that kind.’’ — 8 lien. 
Hist. 18). Roger Bacon opposed the new 
method, cliiefiy from the facilities it af- 
fi/rded to the indolence of the bishops, who 
preaciied from sermons borrowed of their 
clergy. 

The CIVIL and canon i.aws were stu- 
died with ardour by many of the clergy, 
because a knowledge of them not only 
qinilifitd for the lucrati\e employment of 
advocates or pleaders, but also jirocured 
preferment in the church. Innocent IV. 
tried to check the devoiit>.i of the clergy to 
legal studies, by interdicting ecclesiastical 
dignities to those who exclusively excell <1 
therein ; but his bull proved ineffective 
against the seductions of interest. 

The engrossing pursuit of theological | 
studies left little opening for the inathe 
matical ami experimental .scienn s. Ma- 
thematics bn ught neither honour nor pro- j 
fit to those engaged in them. Tf utibty 
of arithmetic in the common affa:. s of life 
obtained f<|| it considerable attention , but 
in geometry students seldom proceeded 
beyond the fifth proprsitlon of the first 
book of Kuclid’s Elements. The quad- | 
rant, astxoVabe, and specula, or t'pymg 
glasses, are mentioned among the astcono- 
rnical instruments of the time. 

Both princes and men of Icariiing began 


regions, and who also wrote a description 
of Tartary. F rom conversing with those 
and other travellers, Roger Bacon com- 
piled a tolerable gazetteer of Europe, Asia, 
and Africa, which he illustrated by a map 
(unfortunately lost), having meridian and 
parallel lines, as at present, to designate 
the longitude and latitude of places. The 
same extraordinary man introduced a 
knowledge of optics, mechanics, and of the 
explosive force of gunpowder. 

Only the apocryphal part of chkmistuy 
was known in the thirteenth century. The 
two grand objects of the alchymists were 
to obtain the gifts which St. Leon found 
so aftlctive ; namely, the power to trans- 
mute the baser metals into gold and silver, 
and the universal medicine for the cure of 
every disease, and the endless prolonga- 
tion of life. In the ardent pursuit of these 
chimeras they stumbled on many valu- 
able discoverie.w, and men of all degrees 
occupied tliemselves in chemical experi- 
ments. Both Edward 1. anil Edward III. 
werc^rm believers in alchymy, and courted 
or pressed the most famous alchymists into 
their service. There is extant a procla- 
mation of Edward III. issued in 1329, for 
the appreliension of two famous ah hyinists, 
John Rows and \Villiain de Dalby, who 
“ know' how to make silver by the art of 
alchimy,’' and who it is alleged nitty he 
“ profitable to us and to our kingdom.” — 
8 //(VI. Hist. 20:3. Henry VI. issued ti 
commission to certain learned individuals 
fiir the discovery of the elixir of life, and 
the philosopher’s stone : which curious 
appointment was confinned by parliament, 
May 31, 1450. 

The clergy still continued to teach ainl 
practise mkdicinf., and the greate.st num- 
b«*r of physicians were of that order. But 
some of die laity now began to make a 
figure in this piofi-ssimi, and a fetv of them 
even commenced authors. Gilbert Eng- 
lish, who flourished in the thirtec^ith cen- 
tury, is the most ancient medical writer of 
England whose works have been printed 
and preserved. He was followed liy Gad 
le.sden, who wrote a large work, to which, 
from its excellence, the title of the Medical 
Hose was given. It exhibits a curious 
'ccount ot the medical art as it was prac- 
tised in the fourteenth century, 

I 111 those martial times, when tV»e peopl® 
i were almost unceasingly engaged in foreign 
I i r domes'uc war, it might be thought that 
j the useful art of surgery would lie dili* 

I gently studied and well uaderstood. Bui 
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this was not the case. The basis of snr- 
gery is anatomy j but dissection was de- 
cried as a barbarous outrage on the dead. 
Lithotomy was known to the ancients; 
but seems to have been disused in the 
middle age, and was revived again at 
Paris in 1474. It was first trie<i upon a 
robber condemned to be hanged : the stone 
was extracted, and the patient recovered, 
which encouraged others to submit to the 
operation. Bui it does not appear, in the 
present period, that the praciico extended , 
to England, where the surgeons were few | 
in number, and not in high repute. It is j 
not improbable that Henry V. fell a sa- 
crifice to the ignorance of his medical 
attendants. 

In those days the discoveries of one 
country were slowly communicated to an* 
other. There were no established vehicles 
of literary ami scientific iulelligeuce. War 
was the only pursuit that interested all 
classes ; and the wars of those times were 
not carried on by standing armies, as at 
present, while the rest of the people pur- 
sued their occupations in peace; but per- 
sons of all ranks, the clergy not exceptt*d, 
were summoned into the field. The uni- 
versities were frequently scenes of the 
most violent discord, and their courts and 
halls stained with blood. Learning, if not 
despised, was little esteemed or honoured. 
Even at a later period, “ it was thought 
enough for a noldeman’s soils to wiiide 
their horn, and to cairy their hawk fair, 
and leave study and learning to the child- 
ren of mean people.'’ In the church the 
most valuable livings were often bestowed 
on the illiterate parasites of the great, or 
were given to foreign adventurers by papal 
provision! i while the real scholar wms left 
to languish in indigence, or driven to the 
necessity of begging his bread troni door 
1o door, recommended to the charitable 
by the chancellor of the university in 
which he had studied. 

While those of high rank and the 
learned professions afforded so little en- 
couragement to literature, it is nut likely 
it would receive much favour from the 
common people. It was not till the reign 
of Henry iV’. that villeins, farmers, and 
nieclianics were permitted by law to put 
their children to school (7 Hen. IV. cap. 
17), and long after that they dared not 
educate a sou for the church without 
a licence from their lord. Between there- 
lore the occupation of the great in war, and 
the total iUiterateness of the industrious 
orders, there was no great section of the 
community to whom the merely Warned 
cowlA look for countenance and protection. 

It is some excuse for this absence of pa- 
troijage, that the meaiii were few for sti* 
innlating curiosity and creating a taste for 
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literature. Books were inaccessible to all 
but the extremely rich. None but kings, 
princes, bishops, universities, and monas- 
teries could have libraries, and the librarie.s 
of these were neither large nor select. At 
the beginning of the fourteenth century 
there were only four classics in the royal 
library at Paris ; these were, one copy of 
Cicero, Ovid, Lucan, and Boethius ; the 
rest consisted chiefly of hooks of devotion, 
astrology, geomancy, chiromancy, and me- 
dicine, with pandects, chronicles, and ro- 
mances. This collection was principally 
made by Charles V., and consisted of 900 
volumes, which were kept with great care 
in one of the towers of the Loyvre. In 
14*2.') it was purchased by the duke of Bed- 
ford, fur 1200 livrci, and probably was the 
foundation of the magnificent Ul)rary esta- 
blished in the university of Oxford by tbc» 
then literary Msccenas, Humphrey, duko 
of Gloucester. A single work was of im- 
portance in those days. The prior and 
convent of Rochester declared, that they 
would, every year, pronounce sentence of 
damnatitin on him who should purloin a 
Latin copy of Aristotle’s Physics, or even 
obliterate the title; and the impediments 
to study w'ere so great, even in the reign, 
of Henry VI., that by one of the statutes 
of St. Mary’s College, Oxford, it is or- 
dered, that no student shall occupy a book 
ill the library above one hour at the 
most, so that others may not be hindered 
from the use of the same. Even the kings 
of England were often obliged to supply 
the scantiness of their libraries by borrow- 
ing books of their subjects. Henry V., w)»o 
hud a taste for reading, borroweil several, 
volumes, which were claimed by their 
owners after his death, with the same 
anxiety as a landed estate. The art of 
printing contributwl very little, for a long 
time alter its discovery, to increase the 
number or lower the price of Inmks. 

Notwithstanding these obstacles to tbe 
discovery and diffusion of knowledge, 
there was a visible intellectual piogre.ss, 
to which that great luminary of the Thir- 
teenth century, Roger Bacon, most effec- 
tiially contiibiited. This prodigy of his 
age recommended his contemporaries to 
interrogate nature by actual experiment.v, 
iu lieu of wasting time in abstract reason- 
ings. No man, sajrs he, can be so tho- 
roughly convinced by argument, that firo 
will burn, as by thrusting his baud into 
the flames. Bacon himself sj>ent two thou- 
sand pounds (a great sum iu those times) 
iu constructing iustruinents and making 
expetimeuis \u Uic course of tweuly years*, 
and it is a well-known fact, that l y ihese. ex- 
periments he made many discoveries wdiich. 
have excited the a>tonisiunent of succeed- 
iiig ages. He despised marie, incantations 
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and other tricks, as criminal impositions 
on human credulity ; and affirmed that 
more surprising \rorks mi^^ht be performed 
ny the combined powers of art and nature 
than ever were pretended to be performed 
by magic. will now,” says he, ‘^men- 
tion some of the wonderful works of art 
and nature in which there is nothing of 
magic, and which magic could not perfotm. 
Instruments may be made tty which the 
largest ships, with only one man guiding 
them, will be carried with greater velocity, 
than if they were full of sailors. Chariots 
may be constructed that will move with 
incredible rapidity, without the help of 
animals ; ^instruments of flying may be 


formed in which a ma») sitting ut his ease, 
and meditating on any subject, may beat 
the air with his artificial wings, after the 
manner of birds; a small instrument may 
be made to raise or depress the greatest 
weights ; an instrument may be fabricated 
by which one man may draw a thousand 
men to him by force and against their wills ; 
as also machines which will enable men to 
walk ut the bottom of seas or rivers with- 
out danger.” JVlost of the wonders here 
indicated have been accomplished in mo- 
dern times, though by means probably 
very different from those imagined by 
Roger Bacon. 


HENRY VIL A.D. 1485 to 1509. 

Henry was a politic prince, and his reign, in the main, fortunate for the 
people at home, and honourable abroad. He put an end to the civil wars, 
maintained peace and order in the state, and depressed tlie exorbitant 
power of the nobility. He was brave, and extremely attentive to his 
affairs ; and though often severe in his punishments, he was commonly less 
actuated by revenge, than by maxims of i|3olicy. Avarice was his ruling 
passion, and he remains a singular instance of a man possessed of talents 
for great achievements, in which that ignoble passion predominated above 
ambition. 

A suspicious reserve, and a want of entire confidence, even in his most 
intimate friendships, were also qualities which detracted from the merit of 
his character. Though skilful in war, he was unenterprising ; and 
though possessed of shrewdness, he was of a mean and nnsympathizing 
spirit. He cannot, upon the whole, be considered to have been truly 
great as a prince, nor estimable as a man. 

In this reign it will be proper to notice various important changes in the 
laws, and the general condition of society. The most important law was 
that by which the nobility and gentry acquired the right of breaking the 
ancient entails, and alienating their estates : by means of this law, the 
great estates of the barons were gradually dismembered, and the property 
of the commons increased. Probably this result was foreseen ])y Henry : 
his constant policy, through the whole of his reign, being to depress the 
great, and exalt the clergy, lawyers, and men of new families, who were 
most likely to be dependent on iiim. 

Suits in forma pauperis were first given to the poor; that is, the poor 
were allowed to sue without inying dues for the writ or fees to the clerk, 
counsel, and attorneys : the pr :ticc is still in force. Any person who has just 
cause of suit, and takes oatli that he i? not worth five pounds, after all his 
debts are paid, may, if he can obtain a certificate from some lawyer that 
he has good ground of action, have his suit in forma pauperis. 

Scarcely a session passed without some statute against engaging retainers 
and giving them badges or liveries ; a practice by wliich they were in a 
manner enlisted under some great lord, and kept ready to assist him m all 
wars, riots, and insurrections. This disorder had prevailed during many 
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ages, and it required all the rigour and vigilance of Henry to extirpate. 

A story is told^of his severity against this abuse, and it also shows his 
avarice suffered no opportunity to escape for filling his coffers. The 
earl of Oxford, his favourite general, having splendidly entertained 
him at his castle of Henningham, was desirous of making a parade of his 
magnificence at the king’s departure ; and ordered all his retainers to be 
drawn up in two lines, that their appearance might be the more gallant 
and splendid. “ My lord,” said the king, 1 have heard much of your 
hospitality ; but the truth far exceeds the report. These handsome gen- 
tlemen and servants whom I see on both sides of me are no doubt your 
menial servants.** The earl smiled, and confessed that his fortune w'as too 
narrow for such magnificence. “ They are, most of them,” subjoined he, 

“ my retainers, who are come to do me service at this time, when they 
know I am honoured with your majesty’s presence.” The king started a 
little, and said, “ By my faith, my lord, I thank you for your good cheer, 
but I must not allow my laws to be broken in my sigtit.” Oxford is said 
to have paid no less than 15,000 marks as a composition for his offence. 

The civil wars having swept away the crowds of annuitants and credi- 
tors that formerly burdened the cxchetpier, Henry w as enabled to reign 
with little assistance of a parlian\ent. During the last seven years he 
called but one, in 1504. His object was to demand two reasonable aids, 
due by the feudal customs, for having made his eldest son a knight, and 
married his eldest daughter. Parliament oflcrcd 40,000/., but, with an 
ostentation of moderation, he accepted only 30,000/. 

In order to ])romote archery, no bows were allowed to be sold at a higher 
price than ()s. 4r/., the only effect of which regulation must be, either 
that the people would be suj)plied with bad bows or none at all. The c.x- 
portation of bullion and of horses was ])rohibitcd. The importation of 
such silk manufactures as were made in England was prohibited, which 
may be considered as the commencement of the mercantile or restrictive 
system in commerce. But the greatest check to industry was the creation 
of corporations, with exclusive privileges of trade; an abuse w'c have hap- 
pily lived to sec abolished. 

The race of villeins was now almost extinct, and wages were nearly 
quadruple the amount they had been in the preceding century. Civiliza- 
tion and the useful arts had made a wonderful progress. In the Statute of 
Labourers (1496) bricklayers arc for the first time mentioned among arti- 
ficers. Tilers are noticed in the statute, of 1350; and tiles were used in 
Suffolk as early as 1338. Another occupation is likewise mentioned in 
the statute, namely, that of glaziers. But Sir F. Eden very much doubts 
whether glass, although it had long been the ornament of churches, was 
used at this time in private houses. In 1561 glass was such a rarity as 
not (o be usually found in the castles of the nobility It is probable glass 
windows were not introduced into farmhouses much before the reign of 
James I. In Scothru], however, as late as IC6I, the windows of the ordi- 
nary country housos w^ere not glazed, and only the upper parts even of 
those of the king’s palaces had glass ; the lower ones having two wooden 
shutters to open at pleasure to admit the fresh air. Previously, lattice, 
horn, or bevil, w'as the substitute for the uses to which glass is now ap- 
plied. 

The diet of labourers bad become moTC wbolesome and plont\f\d by tbe 
buroduction of various useful Tools auAvcgclables. Tbeit Avess appeals lo 
have been simple and well contrived, consisting of shoes, hose made of 
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CiOth, a jacket and coat, buttoned and fastened round the body by a belt oi 
girdle, and a bonnet of cloth. Hats were not much iited till a century 
after; though mention is made of them in a statute of Richard III., by 
which the price of a hat is limited to twenty pence. Sumptuary laws 
>vere in force, regulating apparel, both as to quantity and quality. In the 
next reign, it was enacted, that no serving man under tlic degree of a gen- 
tleman should wear a long gown or coat containing more than three broad 
yards, and without fur, under the penalty of forfeiture ; nor any garde 
hose or cloth above the price of twenty pence. The fashion of wearing 
peaks to shoes or boots of a length exceeding eleven inches was prohi- 
bited to all but gentlemen. 

The rate of wages may be collected from the statute of 1496, men- 
tioned above, and was as follows : — 

AGUICULTUUAl. SKUYANTS, WITH DlliT, VOU ONK TEAR. 


• 

£ 

s. 

d. 


£ 

X. 

d. 

To a bailiff of husbandry, not more 

than 1 

10 

8 

and for clothing 

0 

5 

0 

A chief hind or chief shepherd • 

1 

0 

0 

ditto 

0 

5 

0 

A common servant of husbandry 

0 

16 

8 

ditto 

U 

4 

0 

A woman servant 

0 

10 

0 

ditto 

0 

4 

0 

A child under fourteen years of age 

0 

0 

8 

ditto 

0 

4 

0 


WAGES APPOINTED FOtt ARTIFICERS. 

Betu een East, 4* Mtchae/m. Between Michaeim. SfEaxt, 

A free mason, master carpenter, t 

rough mason, bricklayer, mas- 1 without Crf. with diet 3f/., without .')r/. 

ter tiler, plumber, glazier, 

carver, joiner 1 H 

Other labourers, except in harvest, Avith diet without Ad with diet 1^//., without 3f/. 
In harvest, every mower, by the day • # with diet 4c/., without fv/. 

A reaper, ditto ..... with diet 3c/., without nc/. 

A carter, ditto ..... with diet 3r/., without 5f/. 

A woman, and other labourers, ditto . • with diet2;^c/., w'ithout 4^f/. 

If any unemployed ])erson refused to serve at the above wages he might 
be imprisoned till he found sureties to serve according to the statute. The 
latter part of this statute regulates tlie hours of work and meals, by provid- 
ing that the hours of labour, from March to September, shall be from five 
o’clock in the morning till seven in the evening ; that one hour shall be 
allowed to breakfast, an hour and a half for dinner, and half an hour for 
noon-meate : the hours of labour in winter arc from “ springing of day ” to 
dark, and only one hour is allowed for dinner, the extra half-hour at that 
meal being only allowed for sleeping, from the middle of May to the middle 
of August. Although provisions advanced considerably in the succeed- 
ing twenty years, it does not appear that wages underwent any material 
alteration; in 1514 the prices of the different k ind.-^ uf labour mentioned 
above were exactly the same. 

The discovery of America, ioul of a passage to the E.ist Indic-s by the 
Cape of Good Hope, may be reckoned among the memorable events of this 
reign. But the most importan achievement was the introduction of the art 
of printing, the parent of almost every other art and improvement. In 
short, we may consider that a new era of civilization and science had 
commenced. 

All the Anglo-Norman kings to Richard, I. inclusive styled ih-unselve.s 
kings, dukes, or counts of their pcop/e not of their dominions. But. John 
and all subsequent monarchs, except Henry V. and VI., styled thembclvcs 
sovereigns of their territories, as of England or France. 



HENRY VII. A.D. 1485 to 1509. 


105 


EVENTS AND 

M85, Henry, son of Edmund of Had- 
ham, earl of Richmond, who was eldest 
son of Owen Tudor and Queen Catharine, 
widow of Henry V., was, the same day he 
obtained the victory over Richard, pro- 
claimed king by his army. 

Auy, 23, Henry, fearing the pretensions 
of the earl of Warwick, son of the late 
duke of Clarence, orders the young j)riiice, 
then in his hfteenth year, to be imprisoned 
in the Tower. 

28. HtMiry met by the magistrates 
of London and a great number of citizens, 
at Highgati*, who conducted him, riding 
in a close chariot, to St. Paul’s, where he 
offered, on the high altar, the three 
standards which had led his army to vic- 
tory. He assembled a council to meet at 
tile bishop’s ]mlace, where he Avas lodged ; 
and he ratified his former oath to marry 
Elizabeth. 

21. Sweating sickness makes its 
first appearance in London. It carried off* 
several thousands, who died of it in twenty- 
four hours. Among others, wire two 
mayors in succession, one sheriff) and six 
aldermen. Its symptoms were alarming 
from the first moment j such as burning 
lieat, excessive sickness, headache, deli- 
rium, unquenchable thirst, vehement tmlse, 
and labouring breath. It was at length 
discovered, that if a patient lay still for 
twenty-four hours, either in his clothes or 
in bed, as he happened to he seized, and 
carefully abstained from whatever might 
add to the heat or induce cold, he gene- 
rally recovered. By this method the mor- 
tality was much diminished, when the same 
distase re-appeared in Knglaml, though it 
still proved fatal to thousands in Flanders 
nnd Cierniany. Either from the new mode 
of treatment, or the coldness of the season, 
the distemper ceased about the end of Octo- 
ber. It re-appe.ared in 1.506, 1517, 1528, 
and last in 1551. 

Or/. 30. Henry crowned at Westminster, 
on which day^ie first instituted the yeo- 
men of the guard. 

AVn». 7. He called a parliament u hid; 
settled the crown upon him and his issue. 

Several of the incmhers having been at- 
tainted of treason in tbe late reign, it was 
resolved they could not sit in the house 
till their attainders were reversed ; hut as 
to the king, it was resolved, his attainder 
need not be reversed, the crown purging 
away defects. 

^ i486. Jun, A three years’ truce with 
k ranee was concluded. 

Jan. }S, Henry married the Princess 
E\iia\»eth, eldest daughter of F.dward IV., 
by wbich marriage he united the houm 
d York and Lancustei. 


OCCURRENCES. 

April, The king makes a tour through 
the kingdom. Meanwhilo Lords Lovell 
and Stafford raise an insurrection ; but 
are soon dispersed. The earl of Warwick 
shown in public, to refute a report that ho 
had escaped from the Tower. 

Sept, 20. The queen was delivered of a 
prince, named Arthur, 

Lambert Simnel personated Richard, 
duke of York, and was set up against the 
king. He was afterwards made to per- 
sonate the earl of Warwick, prisoner in the 
Tower ; and going into Ireland, was pro- 
claimed king, and crowned by the name of 
Edward VI. at Dublin. ^ 

A truce with Scotland for three years. 

The queen dowaj^r of Edward IV. was 
confined to Bermondsey Abbey, in Surrey, 
and her estates seized by the king, who sus- 
pected her to be concerned in tlie contri- 
vance of Simnel. She died soon after. 

iVor. The king granted an annuity of 
ten marks to Bernard Andrews, his |)oet 
laureut. 

By an act of the common council of 
London, none but gentlemen and natives 
re to be taken apprentices ; agreeably to 
the clause in the freeman’s oath : “ Ye shall 
take none apprentice but he be free born ; 
that is to say, no bondsman’s son, nor the 
son of any alien.’* 

1487. A treaty of commerce concluded 
with the Low Countries. 

May. Lord Lincoln lands with 2000 
Germans, to oppose Henry. Lambeit, also, 
with a body ol Irish troops, lands in Eng- 
land. 

,Uine 16. They Wire defeated by Henry 
at Stoke, near NeAvark. The earl of Lin- 
coln was killed on the spot, witli 4000 of 
his party, and LamV>crt, with Simon, his 
tutor, Aveio made prisoners. LamU it A^as 
made a scullion in the king’s kitchen, .and 
afterwards one of his falconers, in Avhich 
post he died. His tutor. Simon, was enm- 
niitted to some obscure prii^on, and never 
heard of after. 

Nov. 20 The bitter to satisfy the Yorkists, 
the queen was crowned. She was crowned 
on a Sunday, and afterwards dined in the 
hall. The king viewed bidh the coronation 
and the dinner from lahind a lattice. 

Henry offered his mediation to ('harlcs 
ml the duke of Bretagne, which the French 
king accepted, but the duke rejected it. 

The court of Star-chamber instituted. It 
was chiefly intended to put doAvn the dis- 
irders of maintenance ; that is. associations 
L)f individuals under a chief, whose livery 
they wore, and to whom they b<umd them- 
iielvett by oatb, to maiutaiu a\\ \ns 
quarrels. 

1488. June, The Scols rebel against 
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their king, James HI., and kill him at 
Bannockburn. 

An insurrection in the north on account 
of taxes, in which the earl of Northumber- 
land was killed, but it was soon suppressed. 

The Cape of Good Hope discovered. 

1489. Henry concludes a treaty with 
Bretagne, and engages to send the duchess 
6000 men. 

Maps and sea charts first brought into 
England by Columbus. 

1490. Jan. 13. A parliament met and 
passed several wholesome acts, and re- 
pealed others. 

1491. War with France. 

Greek language first introduced into 
England. 

1492. The pailiament met and granted 
the king a benevolenctf. 

The city of London paid 9682/. 17s. 4J. 

Auff. 2. Columbus sails from Palos on . 
his first memorable voyage of discovery. | 
On October 1 1, after touching at the Cana- ! 
ry Islands, he caught sight of one of the 
Bahama Islands. In a second voyage 
across the Atlantic he made important dis- 
coveries, but it was not till his third 
voyage, commenced in 1498, that he first 
saw the n»ain land of America ; so that he 
was preceded by Sebastian Cabot and Ame- 
ricus Vespiicius, who departed from Eiu 
rope the preceding year, and both visited 
the American continent before him. But 
Columbus having first crossed the Atlantic, 
the chief merit belongs to him. 

Oc/. Henry assembled his troops, to the 
numl er of 27,000 men, and embarked and 
went to Calais, appointing his son Arthur 
guardian of the realm. 

A^ov. 3. A peace was concluded with 
France, and a truce with Scotland. 

Dec. 17. The king returned from France. 
He put the supplies in his pocket that were 
granted for the war ; and at the same time 
made his enemies purchase peace with a 
large sum, and scarce an offici r at court, or 
general in the army, but received a consi- 
derable bribe from France. 

The Moors were driven out of Grenada 
by the king of Spain. 

1493. The duchess of Burgundy, Ed- 
ward the Fourth’s sister, set up P< rkin 
Warbeck, to counterfeit Richard^ duke of 
York, second son of king Edward. 

June 22. The queen was delivered at 
Greenwich of her second son, He* ry, who 
succeeded his father. 

The king sent the order of tho garter to 
the duke of Calabria. 

Oct* 6. The king went lo France with an 
army, and his title to the crown of England 
was acknowledged by the French king. 

Henry discovered Perkin’s pedigree. 

1494, FeS. 16. He executed several that 
were in a conspiracy to bring in Perkin, 


and particularly Sir William Stanley, lord 
chamberlain, who set the crown upon hi.- 
head. 

Ajjnt 28. Joan Houghton, u widow, was 
burnt for heresy; the first female martyr. 

Sept. 1 1 . The king’s second son, Henry, 
made governor of Ireland, and Sir Edward 
Pdynings appointed his deputy. Poyniiigs 
held a parliament in Ireland, and had an 
act passed, that the statutes of Eiiglainl 
concerning tl.e public should be observed 
in Ireland. 

Libels were published against the king, 
for which five persons were executed. 

1495. Perkin appeared upon the coast of 
Kent, where several of his followers were 
taken and hanged. 

A///y.31. Cecily, relict of Richard, duke 
f York, died : she lived to see three princes 
of her htuly crowned and four murdered. 

Oc/. Tire king called a parliament and 
[raised several wliolesome acts. 

Perkin Warbeck married Catharine Gor- 
ilon, daughter of the earl of Huntley, 

1496. The king of Scotland received 
Perkin, and inarched with an army into 
England in his behalf, but soon retired. 

C.'harles VIII., of France, conquered 
Naples. 

Jesus College, in Cambridge, converted 
inf# a college from a desolate nunnery, by 
John .Alcuck, bishop of Ely. 

Sebastian Cabot was employed by the 
king to make discoveries on the eastern 
ami north-eastern coasts of America, 

1 197, Jan, The parliament met and 
granted the king a subsidy. 

An insurrection happened in Cornwall, 
on account of taxes. The rebels, being 
headed by Lord Audley, inarched up to- 
wards Lomlon, but were defeated, and Lord 
Audiey taken and executed, June 24. 

Sep/, 30. A seven years’ truce was con- 
cluded with Scotland, whereby Perkin was 
obliged to leave this kingdom. 

The Portuguese make the first voyage to 
the East Indies by the (’ape of (iood Hope , 
and Florida, Jamaica, Porto R.’co, Trinidad, 
and Newfoundland were disOovered by Se- 
bastian Cabot. 

Sep/. The (.'oinish men invited Perkin 
over from Ireland. He marched at the 
head of them, and besieged Exeter ; but 
not being able to take the town, he took 
sanctuary, and his followers submitted 
themselves. He was brought up to London 
und shown to the people. 

I4f'8. Richmond palace burnt down and 
i.buiJt. 

1499. Perkin made his esca|)e, hut was 
taken again and sent to the Tow* r, where 
contriving with the earl of Warwick to 
make their escape, be was hanged ntTybuin, 
November 16, and the earl, the last of tbo 
male lino of the Plant agenets, was be 
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headed on Tower Hill the 28th« Perkin’s 
wife, “ the White Rose,” as she was 
termed, was afterwards married to Sir Mat- 
thew Cradock, and was buried with him at 
Swansea Church, where their tomb and epi- 
taph are still visible. 

1500. Alay, There happened so great a 
plague in England, that it occasioned the 
king and court lo move to Calais, and it 
swept off upwards of 30,000 people in 
London. 

The pope raised money in England and 
the rest of Europe, by procLiiming a Jubi- 
lee, for he granted the same indulgence to 
those that remained at home, as to those 
who visited Rome, on paying certain sums 
of money. 

T’he king extorts money from his subjects, 
on pretence of their disaffection, ohliging 
them to purchase their pardons, though 
there was no evidence produced against 
them. 

1501. The earl of Suffolk having quar- 
relled with a man, killed him, when he 
withdrew into Flanders ; soon after Henry 
pardoned him, and he returned. 

Nov, Sir John Shaw, lord mayor, was 
the fust that held his feast at Guildhall. 

Tlie king gave the title of merchant t li- 
lors to the company of tailors, of which 
himself was a member. * 

1502. Sebastian Ca?-ot returned 
from his di coverics in the llorth-we^t, and 
brought over some of the natives clothed 
ill skins. Otiiers were employed to inak 
further discoveries in that region, for tlie 
crown of England, the following year. 

1503. The (piecn died in cliiblbed, nnd 
the young princess, her daughter, .soon 
after. The king used her nnd her mother 
mikimlly, out of prejudice to the line of 
York. 

Fch. \l. Sir James Tyrrel executed for 
aiding the escape of the earl of Suffolk, 
who had been imprisoned for n treasonable 
conspiracy. Tyrrel was buried at West- 
minster, and previous to his death con- 
fessed to the murder of Edward and his 
brother York in the Tower, (see page 0.5.'| 

1504. Jan. The parliament met, and 
granted the king a subsidy, and pus.sed 
iniioy goo<l acts, and many tending to in- 
crease the king’s treasure. 

The Erincess Margaret, the king’s 
eldest daughter, was married to James IV^, 
king of Scotland. Henry gave her a portion 
pf oO.OOO/., and king James made her a 
jointure of 2000/. per annum. 

150.), Shillings first coined in England. 

1500. Philip and Jane took the title of 
king und cpieen of Castile, nnd in their 
pfissage thither were forccul into England 

a storm. They visited the king at 
Windsor, and concluded a marriage with 
duchess of Savoy. 
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1507. Henry concluded a treaty of 
commerce with the Low Countries. 

Henry raised money by extortion from 
his subjects, Empson and Dudley being 
hi.s chief instruments, and both lawyers. 

The island of Madagascar discovered by 
the Portuguese. 

The Dutch, by treaty, excluded from 
fishing on the coast of England. 

Christ’s College, in Cambridge, founded 
by Margaret, countess of Richmond, mo- 
ther to the king. 

Dec. 17. The Archduke Charle.s was 
married by proxy to the Princess Mary ; 
but the marriage was never consummated. 

A sweating sickness raged this year. 

1508. Henry lent the archduke '50,000 
crowns, upon a jewel the duke pledged, 
called the rich ftowei^de-luce, which weigh- 
ed, in gold and precious stones, 211 ounces. 

St. John the Evangelist’s College, in 
Cambridge, founded by Margaret, countess 
of Richmond. 

I5l.y. The king, a little before bis death, 
published a general pardon for all otfences 
except felony and muider, released all 
debtors out of \'risv>n, who diil not owe more 
than forty shillings to any one man, pay- 
ing their creditors out of his own purse; 
und by his will commanded his successor 
to make restitution to all men he had 
wronged by his extortions, to which his 
son paid no great regard. 

^Jprii 21. Henry ilied at Richmond, in 
the fifty-third year of his age, and the 
twenty-lonrth of his reign ; and was mag- 
nificently buried in the chapel built by him 
at Westminster; leaving he'nind him 
l,S00.UU0/., which is equivalent to 
15,000,01)0/., an incredible . sum to he 
uinussed in those days. To make amends 
lo his subjects for the extortions practised 
iqxiii them, he converted the palace of the 
.Savoy into an hospital, and built some 
religious houses. 

TAXES IN THIS HEIUN. 

Tumiage granted, being 3#. on o\ery tun 
of wine by deni/A‘ns, ami fi.v. by aliens, and 
l.». in the pound on merchandise, except 
tin, for which aliens were to pay 2«- 

A subsidy on wool, namely, 33«. AJ. a 
pack by den ileus, and double that sum by 
aliens. 

On every last of bides, 3/. 0*.8d. by de- 
niiens, nnd 0/.13s.4d. by aliens, ami the 
clergy granted a tenth. 

A tenth grunted by the laity. 

(A tenth raiseil about 1 0(),()()0/.) 

The parliament granted the king a bene- 
volence, to bo levied only on the' rich ; and 
he oblained of ihe French king near 
150,000/. for consenting to a peace. 

A BubMidy granted for the Scotch ww 
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amouniing to 120^000/.^ besides two- fif- 
teenths. 

A subsidy granted the king for the mar- 
riage of ]:is daughter. He obtained a 
benevolence the same year. 

The king levied a benevolence again. 

Besides these taxes, this prince had 
many extraordinary ways of raising money, 
particularly by causing his subjects to be 
prosecuted by penal statures, and making 
them buy a contirmatiun of their titles, 
liberties, and privileges with great sums. 
The city of London paid him 5000/. on 
tliis account only. He ac(]uircd great 
sums also by calling in money, and re- 
coining it, raising and lowering the coin 
at his ^deasure. The people, says I^rd , 
Bacon, were perpetually pilfered and pro- 
secuted by an army eff tax-gatherers and | 
informers. Men were obliged to redeem j 
their persons from prison by sacrificing 
their estates, till he had, in a manner, en- 
grossed all the riches of the kingdom. His 
subjects, like slaves in the mines, had no 
other prospect than filling their master's 
coffers; and the parliament, either awed 
or bribed by the court, countenanced his 
extortions, and chose the infamous l- udl»y, 
the chief instrument of these oppressimis, 
their speaker. The king had certainly the 
merit of living within his income, and was 
the first prince that had done so since the : 
accession of Henry 111. The funds placed 
at his disposal by his firxt parliament for 
the yearly expenses ot his household were i 
estimated at 14,000/., and of his wardrobe ! 
at 2000/. 

STATUTES IN THIS UKIGN. 

1 Hen. VII, cap. 4. The ordinary was 
empowered to punish priests by imprison- 
ment for adultery ami fornication. 

Cap, 7. Hunting in the night-time in 
disguise made iVlouy. 

3 Hen. Vll. cap. 1. The .star-chamber 
empowered to punish sevtuil (»tffi»ce.s. An 
appeal given to the wife, or nearest relation, 
where a person was acrpiitted for murder, 
at the king's suit. 

Cap. 2. Felony to carry away a woman 
against her will, liaving lands or gorids, or 
being heir apparent to her ancestor, and 
felony also in the abettor. 

Cap. 4. Deeds of gift to defraud credi- 
tors made void. 

Cap. 14. Felony in any of the king's 
servants, under the dignity of a ]>ter, to 
conspire the destruction of the king, or any 
lord of the realm, or any of the king's 
council, steward, treasurer, or comptroller 
of the household *, the trial to lie before the 
steward, treasurer, ot comptroWer of the 
household, and twelve of the household 
to be of the jury. 

4 Hen. Vll. cap. C. Enacted that no 


I butcher should kill meat in any walled 
town or in Cambridge. 

Cap. 13. Enacted that the benefit of 
clergj^ shall be allowed but once. 

Cap. 24. Fines shall conclude all per- 
sons after five years non-claim, if they are 
of age, at liberty, &c., but not barred till 
five }ears after their respective rights ac- 
crue, nor where the parties levying having 
nothing in lands. 

11 Hen. Vll. cap. 1. Enacted that all 
men shall be indemnified who shall serve 
a king de facto in his wars. 

Cap. 4. Knacied that weights and mea- 
sures according to the standard shall be 
kept in eveiy market town. 

Cap. 12. Enacted that poor men ad- 
mitted paupers in any court shall pay no 
fees, but their counsel and attornies shall 
dispatch their business gratis. 

Cap. 13. Enacts that no horse shall he 
exported without the king’s licence. 

Cap. 17. Inflicts a ]>enalty of 10/. on 
persons who take a pheasant or partridge 
in another's freehold, and the taking the 
eggs of hawks or swans was punished by 
a tine or a year’s imprisonment. 

19 Hen. Vll. cap. 10, Enacts that the 
sheriff shall have the custody of the county 
gaol, and ascertains the penalty of escapes. 

^ap. 21. The importation of such silk 
manufactures as are made in England pro- 
hibited. 


MISCKM.ANIKS. 

The yeomen of the guard were instituted 
by Henry VII. They ctmsisted first of 50 
archers, subseiiueiitly increased to 100, 
lx;sides six yeomen-hangers, and two bed- 
goers. They are st 11 ctiiitinued. 

Henry Seventh’s chapel, situated at the 
eastern extremity of Westminster abbey, 
and one of the finest pieces of Gothic archi- 
tecture, was erected in this reign. 

The king expended 14,000/. in building 
one ship, called the Great Harry, She 
may be considered tlie first ship of the 
Krghsh navy. Before this period, when 
the king wanted a fleet, he had no other 
expedient than hiring or pressing ships 
from the merchants. 

The publication of the household book 
of an old earl of Northumberland, who 
lived at this time, affords a curious picture 
of aacient manners, and an insight into 
the domestic economy of the ancient 
barons. The family consists of 106 per- 
sons, masters and servants ; 57 strangers 
are reckoned upon every day ; in the 
whole 2^3 persons. Twopence halfpenny 
is supposed to be the daily expense ef 
lach, tor meat^ drink, and firing: this 
would make a groat of our present money. 
The sum allotted by the earl for his whole 
annual expense is 1118/. 17#. 8</. ; meat, 
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drink, and firing cost 796/. \ U, 2d., more 
than two-thirds of the whole. 

Every thing is conducted with extreme 
order ; insomuch that the number oi pieces 
which must be cut out of every quarter of 
beef, mutton, pork, nay even stock-fish and 
salmon, is determined, and must be entered 
and accounted for by the difierent clerks 
appointed for that purpose. If a servant 
be al»8ent a day liis mess is struck of!‘. If 
he go oil my lord’s business, board wages 
are allowed him, 8d. a day for his jotirncy 
in winter, bd, in summer. Two hundred 
and fifty quarters of malt are allowed a 
month, at 4s. a quarter. Two hogsheads 
are to be made of a quarter; which 
amounts to a bottle and third of beer a 
day to each person, and the boer not be 
very strong. The family only eat fresh 
meat fr<.m Midsummer to Michaelmas; 
all the rest of the year they live on salted 
meat. One hundred and sixty galluns of 
mustard are allowed in a year, which 
Stems a neccss.iry qualification for their 
salt beef. 

Only seventy ells cf linen, at SV/. an ell, 
are annually allowed for the whole family : 
no slu'cts were used. The linen was made 
into eight table cloths for my lord’s table, 
and one table-cloth for the knights; the 
last probably washed only once u moi^h, 
or lunger. Only dO*. are allowed for 
washing throughout the year, and that 
Js principally expended on the linen in the 
cliapel. Only ninety-one dozen of caiidh s 
h r the whole year. The family rose at 
six in the nioiniug, dined at ten, and 
suj»j)ed at foiir in the afiernoon. The 
gatt s were all .shut at nine, and no further 
ingress or egress permitted. My lord and 
la y have set on their table at breakfast a 
(piart of beer; ns much wine ; two pieces 
uf salt fish, six red hei rings, four white 
ones or a dish of sprats. In ttesh days, 
half a chine of mutton, or a chine of beef 
l)oiled. Mass is ordered to he said at six 
in the morning, in order, says the housc- 
hohl hook, that all my lord’s servants may 
lise early. 

iMuanip.ss or commkuci'.. a.d. 1216 to InOO. 

As England ha«l now become a great 
commercial community, having consider- 
«'ible internal trafiic, and a ngular inter- 
course with all the chief countries of 
Kill ope, it will not be out of place to 
>‘‘»hce the. successive steps by which she 
*‘tt.iined her mercantile pre-eminence. 

A great part of the duinestic trade of 
Ihitaiii was transacted in fairs. Some of 
these fairs were of long duration, fre- 
'pieuted try prodigious multitudes of yeopW 

rom difie.rent countries, and stored with 
commodities of all kinds. The fair of St, 

dcbs hill, near Winchester, continued 


sixteen days, during which time all 
trade was prohibited in Winchester, South- 
ampton, and every place within seven 
miles of the fair, which resembled a busy 
city laid out into regular streets of tents, 
inhabited by foreign and domestic traders, 
who exposed their various wares. To such 
fairs the king, his prelates, and great 
barons sent their factors, and others went 
in person to purchase jewels, cloths, furni- 
ture, liquors, spices, cattle, coins, in short, 
every thing they needed, men and women 
not excepted ; fur it is an undoubted fact 
that slaves of both sexes w'ere publicly sold 
ill England near the couchision of the 
fourteenth century. 

But the internal trade of the wvmntry 
was impeded by a great many petty duties, 
as iastage, passage, fiontage, stallage, and 
others whose names have become unin- 
telligible. Tluse duties, or some of them, 
were flemanded by every town and by 
every baron through whose boundaries 
triulvrs conveyed their goods, and at every 
place where they exposed them to sale. 

Some of the laws regulating commerce 
might be useful, but w'ere mostly hurtful 
interferences with the freedom of industry. 
Of the former kind were the Navigation 
Acts of Richard II., commanding English 
merchants to freight none hut Kiigl.sh 
ships, which probably contributed to the 
increase of both ships and seamen. Of 
the objectionable sort were the abortive 
attempts to fix the prices of provisions, 
and the wages of labour. By an act of 
Edward 111. no English merchant w.is 
allowed to deal in more than one commo- 
dity : this absurd restriction was soon re- 
pealed. For a long period every foreign 
merchant was responsible for the debts, 
and even pnnishalde for the crimi s of any 
of his countrjmen who had become insol- 
vent, or escaped from justice. This un- 
reasonable law was rcjiealed in 1333. 

Another commercial obstacle was the 
practice of impressment. As the king had 
few ships of his own, whenever he had 
occasion for a fleet, either to figlit his 
enemies or transjroii his armies, he had 
no resoirrce but the impressment of all 
the ships as well as sailors he could find, 
which put a total stop to trade. In this 
way Henry V. raised a fleet tor his first 
invasion of France. 

It was the policy of the legislature to 
induce foreign merchants to import the 
commodities of their respective countries, 
and export those of England. With this 
view many statutes were passed for the 
encouragement of mercUaut strangers 
settVed \v\ l.o\u\ot\ axuV Ibe chief towns, Viy 
forming them into companies, with exclu- 
sive privileges. Of these companies the 
most ancient was the Geniian merchants 
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of the Steel-yard, who had long been rich 
and flourishing, chiefly from connexion 
with the famous confederacy of the Hans 
towns. The merchants of the Staple formed 
another mercantile union of considerable 
importance from the number of its mem- 
bers, and the extent of its transactions. 
The objects of this company were two- 
fold : — First, to buy and collect the staple 
commodities of the kingdom, which were 
wool, wool-fells, leather, lead, and tin, and 
convey them to certain towns, called the 
itupie lownsy that tlie king’s customs 
might be securely collected, and that fo- 
reigners might know where to find these 
commodities in abundance ; and, secondly, 
to expert these staple wares, receiving in 
return goods, coin, or bullion. Natives, 
as well as foreigners^ might he employed 
in the first object, but foreigners only in 
the export of commodities. Merchants of 
the staple were exem])t from the jurisdic- 
tion of the ordinary magistrates, and sub- 
jected only to the authority of the mayor 
and constables af the staple, chosen an- 
nually in each of the stHjde towns, and 
who were to adjudicate all disputes by the 
law of merchants, not by the common 
law. The staple towns for England, 
Wales, and Ireland were (27 Kdw. III. 
c. 24), Newcastle-tipon-Tyne, Y’ork, Lin- 
coln, Norwich. W’estminster, Canterbury, 
Chichester, W'inchester, Exeter, Bristol, 
Caermarthen, Dublin, AVaterford, Cork, 
and Drogheda. 

Italy in the thirteenth century held the 
same European supremacy in commerce 
that England does in the nineteenth ; and 
several companies of Italian merchants 
were settled in this country for managing 
the trade of the flourishing reputdican 
cities with which they were connected. 
The Lombards were the most numerous 
and opulent, but they rendered themselves 
odious by their usurious j'ractices. Being 
great capitalists, they employed themselves 
chiefly in banking, and advancing loans 
to needy princes. Edward III. acknow- 
ledges himself indebted to the company 
of the Bardi of Florence 12,000 marks, 
and grants them a present of 2000 pounds 
for their good services. — 4 Ihjm. 3S7. 

There can be no doubt that the balance 
of trade was at this early period in tuvour 
of England. I’nless it bad been so, it 
would have been impossible for a c- intiy 
without valuable mines of the piicious 
metals to have supplied these i'.crssant 
drains of treasure to the court of Rome, 
and to foreign ecclesiastics, who possessed 
many erf the best benefices of the king- 
dom; and those still greater drains occa 
sioned by the exhausting continental wars 
cf the Plantagenets. This favourable 
balance arose from an almost obvious cir- 


cumstance. Silks, fine cloths, winea 
spices, and a few other articles of luxury, 
which were used only by the royal family 
and principal nobility, were the only arti- 
cles imporred ; while the exports consisted 
of wool, wool-fells, leather, lead, tin, corn, 
butter, cheese, coarse cloths, and other 
articles of general use that were sent out 
in {peat quantities. The value of the 
whole imports in ]3r)4 in money of the 
time amounted only to 38,970/.; while the 
value of the four articles only of wool, wool- 
fells, leather, and coarse cloth exported the 
same year amounted to 294,184/. Eng- 
land was in fact the Russia of the southern 
states of Europe in the fourteenth century, 
and she still maintains the balance of 
trade in her favour, not by exporting her 
surplus raw, but manufactured commo- 
dities. 

There was one article of export so pecu- 
iar in the fifteenth centur}', that it merits 
notice. It consisted of pit.qiwms, which 
k'ere shipped in large quantities, under the 
authority of royal licences. Henry VI., 
or example, granted permits to certain 
masters of shijis, for the exportation of 
2433 pilgrims to the shrine of St. "James of 
Jompostella. Fortunately the account was 
not, as at present, in respect of atisentees, 
siq^e there were still greater importations 
of pilgrims from the continent, to visit the 
shrine of St. Thomas of Canterbury, which 
brought the balance of this traflfic in favour 
of England. 

The English merchants, observing the 
advantages that foreigners derived from 
having corresponding partners settled in 
England, imitated their example, and 
stablished factoriks in several places on 
the continent. Henry IV. granted a 
charter to the English merchants residing 
n Germany, Prussia, Sweden, Denmark, 
and Norway, empowering them to hold 
assemblies, to make laws, to choose gover- 
.rors, with authority to determine disputes 
among themselves and with foreigners, 
and to preserve the privileges granted 
them by foreign sovereigns. The powers 
of governors were similar to those of con- 
suls, and towards the end of this period 
w'cre called by that name, and appointed 
by the king. Richard HI., in 1585, ap- 
pointed Laurentio Strozzi, a merchant oi 
Florence, to he consul and jiresident of all 
the English merchants at Pisa, allowing 
him for his trouble the fourth part of one 
per cent- on all goods of Englishmen, 
eit’;er imported to or exported thence.’' 

Commercial treaties helped to keep 
a gooil understanding between nations, and 
were now common with all the princes 
and states of Eoro})e. They had become 
necessary to restrain the piratical spirit in 
mariners, who could seldom resist the 
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tempUition of seizing a weaker vessel 
when she fell in their way, thotigh be- 
longing to a friendly power. The moat 
imj)i>rtant insfrumt*nt of this kind was the 
^eaty concluded in 1490, between Eng- 
land and Burgundy, one of the most in- 
dustrious and opulent of the Transalpine 
states. It recognises some of the chief 
points in commercial and international 
law. A reciprocal liberty of trading to 
each other's ports without passport or 
licence, and of fisliing on the coasts of 
either party, is stipulated. Mutual protec- 
tion against pirates is agreed upon. The 
practice of pillaging wrecks is interdicted 
till a year has elapsed. The arrest of fo- 
reign debtors is regulated; and the im- 
})ortation into either country of the goods 
of its enemy is forbidden. 

Henry VII., by whom this treaty was 
made, was himself too fond of money not 
to be attentive to the commercial interests 
of the country. In all his uegociations 
with foreign states he never forgot the 
concerns of commerce, or neglected to pro- 
cure some advantage to his mercantile sub- 
jects. His ac.cessi(»u was au event fa- 
vourable *to trade, by putting an end to a 
h)ng and ruinous civil war which had 
thrown every thing into confusion, and in- 
tlivmed the minds of one-half of the people 
with a violent hatred against the other, 
a situation in which neither industry nor 
commerce could thrive. The only draw- 
back during his reign was his mercenary 
grants of monopolies, Ids erection of cor- 
porations with exclusive privileges, and his 
meddling interferences with foreign trade. 

0011.1)8 AND INeOUPOUATKD THAOKS. 

The great importance of these societies 
about the reign of Henry VII., and their 
connexion with tlie progress of national 
industry, call fur a short notice of their 
origin and con^titution. Remains of the 
ancient guilds, companies, or fraternities, 
may still be found in the principal cities 
and towns, especially in London, ^Bristol, 
Preston, and Newcastle. Tliey are of very 
early institution, and may be traced 
with certainty to a ])eriod anterior to the 
Coiupvest. In the British Museum are 
preserved several Saxon deeds, which Dr. 
llickes has transcribed into his Thesaurus, 
exldhiting the ordinances of two Saxon 
guilds. From these docnnients it ajjpears 
that guihls were originally established by 
the mutual agreement of persons of the 
same mystery or occupation, and had no 
lurther object than the relief of the brethren 
tn times of distress, and perhaps the pro 
b’ction of the associated members against 
^ho lawless attacks of powerful barons. 
Lertain pious offices, however, were the 
never-failing concomitants of the guilds, 


and they were mostly dedicated to some 
patron saint. 

In order to erect one of these minor 
corporations, no other authority in ancient 
times was requisite in many parts of Eu- 
rope, but that of the town corporate in 
which it was to be established. In Eng- 
land, indeed, a charter from the king was 
likewise nece.ssary. But this prerogative 
of the crown seems to. have been reserved, 
rather for extorting money from the subject 
than fur the protection of the common liber- 
ty against exclusive companies. Upon pay- 
ing a fine to the king the charter seems 
generally to have been readily granted • 
and when any particular class of artificers 
or traders thought proper to act a^a cor- 
poration without a charter, such adttUerine 
guilds, as they wure called, were not 
always disfranchised on that account, but 
obliged to fine annually to the king for 
permission to exercise their usurped pri- 
vileges. The immediate inspection of all 
corporations, and of the bye-laws which 
they might think proper to enact for their 
own government, belonged to the town- 
corporate in w’liich they were established ; 
and whtitever discipline was exercised over 
them proceeded commonly not from the 
king, but from the parent corporation of 
which these subordinate ones were only 
parts or members. 

Besides mutual assistance and security, 
a principal object of the guilds was the 
advancement of trade and improvement 
m the operative arts. It was for these 
purposes the numerous companies in the 
city of London were incorporated ; exclu- 
sive privileges were grante(l them, not only 
that they might perfect themselves in their 
several crafts, but also that they might 
protect the community from unskilful or 
diNhonest workmen, by being empowered 
to interdict the exercise of their trade to 
all not admitted members of their society 
over whom they bad control and superin- 
tendence. In the early stages of industry 
the exercise of these functions was pro- 
bably beneficial to the public, and the 
companies acquired both werilth and cha- 
racter. Kings and nobles were proud to 
be members of the fraternities ; they wi re 
the chosen depositaries of all important 
trusts, and the guardians and administra- 
tors of the principal public chanties; in 
tlie magnificence of their buildings, in 
opulence and influence, they rivalled the 
monasteries and religious houses. 

It is unnecessary to remark that the 
companies no longer fulfil the original 
purposes of their institution. With the 
exception of a few of the London com- 
panies (whose functions will most likely 
be abrogated by the measures in progress 
for the reform of corporations), they have 
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generally ceased to interfere with the con- fourteenth and fifieemh centuries, imposes 
duct of the trades. Their chief import- on them duties that are not, in many in- 
ance is derived from being the trustees of stances, either faithfully or judicially dis- 
chantable bequests, which, from the vast charged. 
increase in the value of land since the 


• HENRY VIII. A.l). 1509 to 1547. 

There is so much in the career of Henry to admire and condemn, that 
his history forms his best portraiture. His accession was welcomed by 
the people, who were glad to be relieved from the petty tyranny and ex- 
hausting extortions of his predecessor. Moreover, the new pos- 

sesses^ almost every quality to win general favour. He was young, haiul- 
sonie, lively, accomplished, and learned. Had not his passions so often 
obtained the mastery over him, and impelled hinij in spite of the re- 
straints of a powerful intellect, to acts of injustice, caprice, and cruelty, 
his reign would not have been more excej)tionable than that of most 
princes entrusted with great and uncontrolled powCt. 

Between the character of the monarch and his great favourite, Cardinal 
Wulsey, are many points of resemblance, and it is probable, had their 
situations been reversed, the traits exhibited would not have been greatly 
different from tin se which history now presents. In both, justice demands 
the admission that the dark predominated over the ])right shades of human 
nature ; and the description ascribed ^to Henry of himself will be fully 
borne out by the events of bis reign : namely, “ That he had never spared 
a man in his anger, nor a woman in Ins lust.’* But his savage deeds were 
not merely outbreaks of passion ; he was persevering in his resentments, 
and when, from jealousy or dislike, he had fixed his talons in a victim of 
either sex, ruin was inevitable ; no submission, no i))tcrcession, no evi- 
dence of innocence could save from destruction. Bisho]) Burnet says 
rather indulgently of hiiu, that he was “ an ill prince, but not the worst.” 

It was an era of great events ; but it is the religious rather than the 
political changes that are of importance. Henry’s a'’bitrary and imperious 
disposition engrossed the whole power of the state. Whatever his pas- 
Ruma or caprice suggested were enacted into laws, and the houses of par- 
liament became the mere instruments of his tyranny. So great was the 
obliteration of constitutional forms under the sway of thi.'^ haughty Tudor, 
that by one statute it is declared that the “king’s ])r()clamation shall he 
equal to laws. The style of the manifesto addressed to the northern 
rebels sliows the spirit predominant in the monarch. He told them plainly 
that they ought no more to I'reteiid giving a judgment with regard to 
government than a blind man with regard to colours ; and we,” he added, 
“ with our whole council think it right strange that yc, who be but brutes 
and inexpert folk, do take upon ytri to pvniit us, who be meet or not for our 
council.” 

One cause of the arbitrariness of the wiiole of the Tudor dynasty was in 
the altered balance of tlie constitution. The house of peers no longer con- 
sisted of those powerful lords and prelates who in former periods had so often 
and 80 successfully resisted the encroachments of tin; sovereign. So many 
noblemen had been killed, executed, and attainted in the cruel waw of the 
houses of York and Lancaster, that only twenty-eight temporal peers were 
summoned to the first parliament of Henry Vll., and only thirty six to 
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that of Henry VIII. This diminution in their number lessened their 
weight in the scale of government, which was further reduced by the faci- 
lities acquired for alienating their estates, the enforcement of the law agair48t 
retainers, and the poverty occasioned by a more luxurious style of living, 

Ihe gross corruptions' of the Romish church had prepared the way for 
the great events of the Reformation. Leo X. at this time filled the papal 
chair. He was a learned and sagacious man, but like many of his pre- 
decessors he was of licentious manners, and apparently had little faith in 
the doctrine he professed. Although .he despised religion himself, he was 
willing to make its frauds subservient to his necessities, and as a means of 
replenishing his coffers, exhausted by dissipation, he opened a sale for in- 
dulgences or absolution for sin. The grossness of this imposture, toge- 
ther with the more general diffusion of knowledge by the new art of print- 
ing* ptepared the way for the energetic religious reforms introduced by 
Martin Luther in Germany and Henry VllL in England. 

A visitatorial cornjnission having been appointed, monstrous disorders 
were found to pervade the religious houses. Whole convents of women 
abandoned to lew'dness ; signs of abortion and child murder, and of unnatu- 
ral lusts between the sexes. I'he holy relics, which the people had hitherto 
looked upon with profound veneration, were now* exposed to their ridicule. 
At Hales, ill Gloucestershire, there had been shown, during several ages, the 
blood of Christ brought from Jerusalem ; such a relic it is easy to imagine 
was held in great veneration by the multitude. This sacred preserve was not 
visible to any one in mortal sin, till he had iicrformed good works sufficient 
for his absolution. At the dissolution the whole contrivance was detected ; 
two of the monks had taken the blood of a duck, which they renewed every 
week ; they put it in a phial, one side of w Inch consisted of thin trans*- 
parent crystal, the other of thick and opaque. When any rich pilgrim 
arrived, they wore sure to show' him the dark side of the phial, till masses 
aiul offerings had e.\])iated his offences, and then finding his money or his 
patience exhausted, they made him happy by turning the phial. Similar 
contrivances for imposing on the credulous may he found in all ages; the 
t)cople were then comparatively uninformed; therefore gross inventions 
answered the purpose.. 

The religious houses were suppressed at tw o several times ; the first sup- 
pression was in the year 15.‘l6,uml extended only to the lesser monasteries, 
’vhosc revenues weve below 200/. By tins act twobviudred and seventy -six 
nioiiasteries w ere suppressed, ami IX)0,000/. (about a million and a half of 
l)rcsent value) came immediately into the exchequer : 30,000/. (about half 
a million according to present wages and prices) were added to the annual 
revenue of tlie crown. The miinhcr of monks dispossessed was about 6000 
'a* 7000, and tliat of their servants and dependents about an equal number. 
No opposiiion was made It) this great revolution except by a portion of the 
popiibicc, who hud probably been fed by the conventual alms ; the in- 
llncutial classes, eveU the higher clergy, were quiescent, and two years 
atter Henry laid his bands on the revenues of the greater monasteries. 
1 his Completed the work of dissolutk-tl and the abolition of the monastic 
orders. The whole number of inon.asteric8 suppressed amounted to six 
hundred and forty-five ; of these, twenty-eight had abbots, who enjoyed a 
in parliament. Ninety colleges were dissolved in several counties ; 
thousand three hundred and seventy-four churches and free chapels, 
‘Uul a hundred and ten hospitals. The whole revenue of five hundred aud 
dty-live religious houses, of which wc have returns in Lihcr and 
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other sources, was 142,914/., or about one-twentieth of the rental of the 
kingdom, if Hume be correct in taking that rental at three millions. 

One of the principal advantages from tlie reform of the ancient religion 
was a more regular execution of justice. While the Catholic superstition 
subsisted, there was no possibility of punishing any crime in the clergy. 
The church wpuld not permit the magistrate to try the offences of her 
members, and she could not herself inflict any civil penalties upon them. 
Henry restrained these pernicious immunities. The privilege of clergy 
was abolished for the crimes of petty treason, murder, and felony, to all 
under the degree of a subdeacon. The privilege of sanctuaries too, which 
afii)rded protection not only to the clergy, but the laity, was abolished ; 
and no person guilty of murder, rape, burglary, or other atrocious crime, 
was allowed to take refuge in a religious house : these, it must be ad- 
mittedj were great reformations, and tended greatly to lessen the influence 
the clergy had usurj3ed over the understandings of the people. 

Jt was not till the end of this reign that salads, carrots, turnips, or other 
edible roots were generally produced in England. The little of these vege- 
tables that was used was mostly from Holland and Flanders. Queen 
Catharine, when she wanted a salad, used to despatch a messenger thither 
on purpose. The use of hops and planting them was first introduced from 
Flanders about this time. 

Foreign artificers in general much surpassed the English in skill, in- 
dustry, and frugidity ; hence arose the violent animosity the latter bore 
against any of the former, who settled in England. On one occasion a 
violent commotion was raised by the apprentices and workmen in London, 
who attempted to break open the prisons in order to liberate some persons 
confined for insulting foreigners. This tumult was quelled with great 
difficulty ; thirteen of the rioters were executed ; and more than four 
hundred apprehended, who were brought before the king with ropes about 
their necks, and, falling on their knees before the king, cried for mercy. A 
curious proclamation was afterwards issued, directing that women should 
not meet together to babble and talk, and that all men should keep their 
wives in their houses. 

There appears to have been a great iinprovcment in the manners of the 
people since the reign of Henry YlII. The ])risoner8 in the kingdom con- 
fined for debts and crimes is stated to have been sixty thousand ; an in- 
credible number, when the smallness of the population is considered. 
Harrison asserts, that 72,000 criminals were executed during this reign for 
theft and robbery, which would amount to nearly 2000 a year, lie adds 
that in the latter end of Elizabeth’s leign, there were not punished capitally 
400 in a year. At present, though p()]uilation has so greatly increased, 
the number of capital executions is much less; in the year 1834 only 
thirty-four persons were executed in England and Wales for every descrip- 
tion of offence, and still fewer in subscfpicnt years, 

EVENTS AN7) OCCURUENX'ES. 

1509. April 22. Henry, the seconr' but ; granted, and published a proclamation 
only Buiviving son of Henry VM. by ‘ promihing a restitution of the forfeitures 
Elisabeth, eldest daughter of Edward IV., ' illeg;illy exacted in the last reign. Some of 
must have succeeded to the crown in right the inii^rior agents of Empson and Dudley 
of his mother, as hU father was heir being bet in the pillory, were killed by the 
neither to the house of York nor Lancaster, rabble. 

The young king was not c^uite eighteen Henry the Seventh’s executors wade i^*«* 
years of age on his accession. He con- titution of great sums of money extorted 
firmed the general pardon his father hud by Dudley and Empaoii. 
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June 3. The king solemnized his mar- 
riage with the princess Catherine, his 
brother Arthur’s widow, her former nup- 
tials not having been consummated. 

June 24. The king and (pieen crowned 
at Westminster. 

Improvements in gardening introduced 
from the Netherlands. 

1510. Jan. Parliament met and passed 
an act of attainder against Empson and 
Dudley. 

April, Pope Julius II. sent Henry a 
consecrated ro: 

Henry made Wolsey dean of Lincoln, 
and presented him with Empsoifs house 
in Fleet-street. 

Aug. 17. He caused Kinpsoii and Dud- 
ley, the instruments of his father’s extor- 
tions, to be convicted and executed as 
traitors on Tower Hill. 

The money hoarded up in the last reign 
was stj^uandered away in the beginning ol* 
this, and little or no satisfaction given to 
those it had been extorted from. 

During this and the following year the 
court presented an uiiinterrupled succes- 
sion of balls, revels, devices, and pageants, 
in winch the king bore a conspicuous part. 

l.')ll. Jan. Henry engaged in the Ita- 
lian league to oppose the French. Thi 
was tile iirst instance of England tidcing 
a decided part in the politics of the con- 
tinent. 

1.')12. Jan. 25. Henry declared war 
against France, and is cajoled by Spain. 

Sir Kchvard Howard, the first lord high 
admiral appointed. A royal navy ofhce ^ 
was estiihlislieil, and we find nineteen 
sliijjs manned and victualled by the go- 
vernment. The largest of these was of 
1000 tons burtlen ; the others weie troin 
500 to 100 tons. The admiral riceiveil 
lo#. per day, each captain eighteen pence: 
all oihers lOf. j«er lunar month ; the one- 
half for wages, the other half for provisions. 

Jan. 20. Parliament met and granted the 
king two-fifteenths, and two-tenths on the 

clergy. 

'Vi. IliMiry sent ambassadors to the 
council of Lateran. 

Part of the king's palace at VVestiniuster, 
and the chapel in the Tower of London. 
Were burnt. 

1513. Wolsey, bishop of Winchester, 
was introduced at court, and made a privy 
counsellor. 

April. Admiral Howard put to sea with 
J2 ships of war, and engaged six galleys 
of the French, one of which he hoarded, 
and was knocked overboard and drowned. 
Dis brother was appointed lord high iul- 
>^iral in his room. 

.Jpril 30. Edmund de la Pule, earl of 
HuiVuWc, upon account of his near relation 
lo the house of York, was beheaded. 


Brazen-Nose college in Oxford, founded 
by William Smith, bishop of Lincoln, and 
finished by Richard Sutton, Esq. 

June 30. The king, having made queen 
Catherine regent, invaded France with a 
great army in person. 

Auff. 16. Battle of Spurs, in which the 
French cavalry unaccountably take to 
flight. 

Sept. Henry tookTournay, in which place 
were 8 0,000 inhabitants. 

Sept. 9. The earl of Surrey gained a 
great victory over the Scots at Flodden 
Field. Among the slain were James IV. of 
Scotland, three bishops, two abbots, twen- 
ty-five barons, and a vast numl>er of gen' 
tleiiien ; in all 10,000 men. Jannli V. suc- 
ceeded ; (iming his minority, the queen 
was made regen tf and a truce was con- 
cluded. 

Oci. 22. The king retvirned, and passed 
an act, taking away the benefit of clergy 
from all who committed muriler or felony 
in any consecrated place or elsewhere. 

1514. Jan, Parliament met and passed 
an act, that, surgeons should not sit on ju- 
ries, and should be discharged from serving 
all parish offices, by reason of their constant 
call on patients. 

The pope sent Henry a consecrated hat 
and sword. Peace with France. 

Oct. The Princess HI ary , the king’s 
youngest sister, married Louis XH,, of 
France, who died 1st January following, 
and was succeeded by Francis I. 

Dec*. If). Peter Hunne, a respectable 
citi/en, who had been buried ten days, 
tiled for heresy at a spiritual court held at 
St. Paul’s, on account of the prefice to 
Wicklilf’s hihlc having been found in his 
house. Proclamation was made, tliat if any 
one cliuse to answer for the accused, he 
should appear immediately. No counsel 
clmsc t») pleiul the cause of such a client he- 
fuiv. such a court. Huiuie was pronounced a 
heretic, his body taken no, Dcciinler 20th, 
ami burnt in Smithfield. The people, who 
were mostly favourable to the burning of 
heretics, were shocked at the gvossness and 
absurdity of this proceeding. 

The king granted a manumission to (wo 
of his slaves and tlieir families ; for which 
he assigneii Ibis equitable reason in tlie 
preamble: “That (*od had at first created 
all men equally free by nature, hut that 
many had been reduced to slavery by (he 
laws of ineu. VVe believe it, therefore, to 
be a pious act, and meritorious in the sight 
of God, to set certain of our slaves at liberty 
from bondage.’' As these sentiments pre- 
vailed, slavery declined, and was at length 
extinguished without any positive law. 

lol5. Map 1. The king and queen, at- 
tended hv \W\t lu^Ues, rule a-Mayvtvg VYom 
I Greenwich to the top of Shooter’s hiU, 
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where they were desij^nedly met by 200 
yeomen clothed in green, with bows and 
arrows, under a captain named Kobin 
Hood. Robin addressed the king to stop 
and see his men shoot, and conducted them 
into the green wood, where the royal ]>arty 
were entertained with wine and venison, 
under arbours made of boughs decked with 
Bowers. 

May 2. The queen of France and duke 
of Suffolk arrived in Kngland, and were 
pul)licly married at Greenwich on the 13th. 
She brought over with her to the value of 
200,000 crowns. 

Wolsey obtained a cardinal’s cap. 

Dec, Cardinal Wolsey, the pope's le- 
gate, arrfibishop of York, and lord chan- 
cellor of Kngland, becomes prime mi- 
nister of state. He *held at once the 
bishoprics of York, Winchester, and Dur- 
ham, and the abbeys of St. Alban and 
Lincoln ; divers priories, and other great 
benefices in cemtmenda/n, also the bishoprics 
of Bath. Worcester and Hereford in farm, 
and had the disposal of all ecclesiastical 
benefices, so that his reveuui s were com- 
puted to equal those of the cr(.wn. 

1516. Fe6. n. A great frost in Kngland, 
that carts passed over the Thames on the 
ice. 

Corpus Christi college, in Oxford, found- 
ed by Richard Fox, bishop of W’inches- 

ter. 

May 3. Queen Margaret, dowager of 
Scotland, the king’s eldest sister, was forced \ 
by a faction to fly into Kngland, and came * 
through London to Greenwich. 

1517. May 1. An insurrectit n of the 
London apprentices, on account of strangers 
being permitted to trade, which was sup- 
pressed. Above 200 of the ru)ter8 were 
convicted of treason, of whom fifteen were 
executed, the rest being pardoned, on the 
intercession of the queens of England, 
France and Scotland, then residing in 
London. It is called ic the chronicles, 
evil May- day. 

The sweating sickness raged, usually 
carrying off the patient in three hours, lii 
some towns half the pcojile wire swept 
away ; and the terms were adjourned from 
London for a year and more. 

June, The pope levied a tenth wn the 
clerf'y of England, and appointed caidinai 
Wolsey collector. 

Martin Luther’s writings began > ap- 
pear. 

1518. The straif^ of Magellan d':*>covt rfd 
by a person of that name. 

New Spain discoveied hy Fernandez 

Cortez* 

Ju/y 29, Cardinal Campeius was sent hy 
the pope as legate into Kngland with whom 
Wolsey was pined. 

Wolsey, losing the bishopric of Tournay. 


was allowed hy the French king uii annual 
pension of 12,000 livres. 

Ocf, The college of ])hy8icians in Lon* 
don instituted. 

The preaching up indulgcncics, or pro- 
mising efern.il salvation to the most profli- 
gate of sinners that would ])urchase them, 
gave the first hint to the calling the pope’s 
autho:ity in question. 

A court of commerce, or requests, fit si 
erected in London ) y anacl of tire cominou 
council. 

1510. Jan. Henry stood godfather to 
Francis I., king of France’s son, after- 
wards Henry 11. 

Wolsey obtained a hull from the pope 
as sole legate a laUre^ and exercised his 
commission with great pride. He tiled to 
aspire to the popedom, hy means of the 
emperor. Toe emperor ami king of Fiance 
equally court Wolsey’s friemlship. 

Sept. 30. Tournay was delivered hack 
to the French, on a treaty of marriage be- 
tween the dauphin and tlie Princess Mary, 
neither of them two years old. * 

Henry, to show an extiaordinary zeal 
against the doctrines i»f Luther, caused 
six men and one woman to be Inirnt at 
Coventry, f r teaching their children the 
Lord’s piaver, the ten commandments, and 
the Itposlle’s creed, in the vulgar tongue. 

15i.O. Charles, king of Spain, made 
emperor at the age of ninttetn. 11c came 
over to Kngland. 

June 7. A famous in'erview hr tw een the 
kings of Kngl.iml ami France, at Ardies, 
rear the castle of Guisius. .-V wl.ole 
fortnight was consumed in feats of arms 
and gay carousals. During six d,t)s the 
kings and their ussociati's lilteil with spears 
against all comers ; the tourney, witlr the 
broadsword on horseback, occupi d two 
mure ; and the List was ucciqiied m figliting 
at the b.irriers on foot. The ipieens, witli 
tlreir ladies, attended the feats of the 
knights. 

1521. II emy v/jite.s a book ogain'^t 
Luther, whereupon the pope gave him the 
title of Defeniler of tlie Faitli. 

May 17. W olsey j’ructired Edward St.if- 
foiil, duke of Buckingiiam, to I.e attaiiiterl 
and executed tor higli tieason ; since his 
death, the place of Jiigh ci iistahle of Eng- 
land has neier been conferred on any per- 
son, but upon particular occasions. 

This year muskets were invented. 

The Ladrone Isles discovered, uiul soon 
alter the Philippines. 

Any, A congress held at Calais, where 
Wolsey was apjiointed to act for the king 
as mediator, and was appointed lieutenant- 
general. 

A^oiJ. 27. There was sc, great a dearth in 
England, that wheat was sold at twentjf 
shillings a quarter. 
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The sea overflowed the dikes of IlolUnd, 
drowned seventy-two villages, and above 
100,000 people. 

13*22. On the death of Loo X., Wolsey 
sought to be made pope, but v/as disap- 
])ointed ; and Adrian, cardinal of Tortu.sa, 
is elected. 

March, A war with France and Scotland 
comtnoncod this year, 

Tl)e king raised money by a tax without 
a parliament ; the laity made him a loan 
of a tenth, and the clergy of a fourth. 
Wolsey required that every citizen ^f Lon- 
don worth £100 should certify on oath the 
real value of his property. The citizens | 
remonstrated against this inquisition, an<l 
objected that tlie credit of many men was 
better than their stibstance. 

Jprii 15. Parliament met, chose Sir 
Thomas More their speaker, and granted, 
after a long demur, which the imperious- | 
ness of Wolsi'y could Viardly surmount, a 
supply for the war with France ; an army 
was sent over thither, commanded by the 
duke of Snlhilk, which took sotr.e small 
places, and foraged the covuitry almost us 
I'ar ns Paris. 

M nj ‘JO. The emperor Charles came a 
f>econ(l time info Kngland, landed at Dover, 
and was received with great honour ^aiid 
magnilh’ence by Henry, Juno b, who con- 
<lurtod him to London. He continued in 
Lngland till July 5, and was made knight 
of the garter; he appointed tlie earl of 
Surrey admiral id’ his fleet, who made a 
descent on the coast of France, and brought 
(.fl‘ a rich booty. He lavished great biiun- 
ties upon Cardinal Wolsey. 

Sept, 4. Wolsey wdn a .second time 
disappointed of being made pope, t)n 
the death of Adrian; Clement VH. was 
elected. 

Wolsey’s legatine power muis still con- 
tinued t> h m, and he was empowered by 
tlje lunv jM)pe to supjjress the lesser mo- 
nasteries, to enable him to found a college 
at Ipswich, and another at Oxfonl. 

The damask rose was fir>t brought into 
Kngland by Dr. Linacre, the king's phy- 
sician. 

I VJ.'j. The clergy granted the king one 
half of I heir annual revenue, to be paid in 
five years. 

Ti e college of physicians e.stabiished. 

A war with France, the charges whereof 
amounted to 800,000/. 

Sept. Wolsey caiise<l the subsidy, pay- I 
able ill five years, to be paid at once. | 

The citizens of London were greatly 
alarmed by almanac makers and astrono- 
mers, who pretended to foretell great rums 
and inundations. Many withdrew to the 
hiWs, for fear oC being 
drowned, among them Bolton, prior of 
Bartholomew’s, who built a house at 


Ilarrow-on-the-hill, and retired thither 
having laid in provisions for two months. 

Luther wrote an answer to Henry’s 
book. 

1524. Feb. 24. Battle of Pavia, in which 
tlie French king, Francis 1., is taken 
prisoner by the Imperialists, carried to 
Spain, and confined in the castle of 
Madrid. 

Henry engaged to pay the duke of Bour- 
bon 100,000 crowns a month, on condition 
of his entering Provence with an army. 

The pope granted Wolsey a bull, 
to suppress as many monasteiies as he 
pleased, to the value of 3000 ducats a year, 
for the maintenance of his colleges. 

1525. Henry levied money without a 
paiUament, which sccusioncd an insurrec- 
tion ; but it was suppressed without blood- 
shed. 

So severe a frost, after great winds and 
1 rains, that many hist the use of their limlis, 

■ and some pi-rished with cold. 

! Divers things were im^iorted into Kng- 
1 land, whereupon this rhyme was made ; 

‘‘ Turkeys, carps, hops, pippins and beer, 
Came into England all m one year.” 

June is. Wolsey gave Ids palace at 
Hampton Court to the king. 

AVldiehall built hy Cardinal Wolsey. 

Henry Fitrroy, natural son of Henry, 
created duke of Uichmond anti Somerset. 

The king following bis hawk, and leap- 
ing over a ditch with a jh)1c, fell in upon 
his head, and had nut one Edmund .Moody, 
a footman, jumped in and raised up his 
heatl, which was stuck fast in the mud, ho 
had been suflbeated. 

Francis Pizzavro, a Spaniard, lands in 
Peru, after which one of the ships returned 
to Spain by the Cape of Gimd llope. 

152(». A bill lirought into the House of 
Lords for the general manumission of boud- 
incii in England; it was read three tunes 
in one day, and rejected. But what could 
imt at once be ettected by a law, was gra- 
dually accomplished by humanity. 

Jan. 18. Henry made the pope a present 
of .30,091) ducats, and suppressed several 
little monasteries. 

March 18. Tlie emperor released Francis 
from imjirisonmeiit. on condition of sur- 
rendeiiiig p.art of his tenitoriis, and his 
two sons as hostages for the ]>erformance 
of his engagements. 

1527, Majf 6. The duke of Bourbon, 
at the head t»f a mixed nrmy of French, 
Spanish and Italian adventurers, assaults 
Rome; the duke is killed in mouniing a 
ladder, but Rome is taken, and the city, 
during five days, abandoned 'o a bceu- 
t'lous and infuriate soldiery *, above 5000 
are killed, and the soldiers got above 



118 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY 


1,000,000 of ducats^ and a much greater 
sum for ransoms. 

July, Wolsey was sent to the court of 
France with a splendid retiniie^to negociate 
a peace ; he bore the title of vicar-ge 
neral. 

1528. The plague raged greatly in 
France and Germany, as did the sweating 
sickness in England. 

The king, having fiillen in love with the 
accomplished Anne lioleyii, entertains 
scruples as to the lawfubiCss of his mar> 
riage with the infanta Catherine, his 
brother Arthur’s widow, anil endeavoured 
to obtain a divorce by a dispensation from 
the popef All the bishops of England, 
except Fisher, declared the marriage un- 
lawful. The king, in a^public assembly of 
lords and judges at his palace, declared 
the reason t)f his divorcing tlie cpieen %vas 
to establish the succession of the crown in 
a right and undoubted line, an<l that he 
truly respected (.'atherine. 

Monasteries suppressed to endow King's 
colleges at Cambridge and Eton. 

A hull was procured for uniiing the le;»ser 
monasteries to the greater ; and another 
for converting some of the larger monas- 
teries into cathedral churches, and erecting 
new bishopiics. 

1529. The name of Protestants began. 

Queen Catherine appealed to Rome. 

The king, in u progress into Sussex, 
met with Dr. Cranmer, for whom he en- 
tertained a great esteem. 

Oci. 9. Cardinal Wolsey was indicted 
upon the statute of premunire, and was 
put out of the protection of the laiv. The 
great seal was taken from him, and given 
to Sir Thomas More, and the cardinal was 
ordered to withdraw to Winchester. 

Aoe. 3. Parliament met and passed se- 
veral laws, one of which was an act ex- 
empting the king from paying the several 
sums he had borrowed. Wolsey’s atfair 
was brought forward ; Tlioinas Cromwell 
spoke for him in the House of Commons, 
and cleared him of the impeachment ol 
high treason. 

1530. The parliament met and passed 
several bills for the reformation of the 
clergy. 

Oct. The king granted Wolsey .a general 
pardon for all his offences, and ordered him 
to retire to his archbishopric of Yo V. 

The palace of St. James built. 

Nov, Wol-ey suddenly arrest; . 1 at Ca- 
wood, and charged with high treason ; he 
died at Leicester, on hr. ro.id to Loiidon, 
the 29th. After hi.s death, the king aban- 
doned himself with less restraint to his 
ungovernable and sanguinary pas.sions. 

The first portable riock or watch made. 

Secretary of state’s office instituted. 

631. May 30. Henry sent several lords ; 


to press the queen to consent to the divorce, 
but she persisted in appealing to Rome. 
Several foreign universities ileclared the 
king’s marriage with his brother's widow 
void. 

The clergy were adjudged to have in- 
curred a premunire. in applying to the seo 
of Rome, and submitting to the legatine 
power, contrary to the statute of provisors ; 
but upon their submission, and advancing 
the king 100,000/., they were pardoned ; 
the province of Canterbury and the pro- 
vince of York advanced l‘J,000/. In their 
petition, they styled Henry, protector and 
supreme head of the churcli and clergy of 
England. The laity also received a pardon 
for the same offence. 

July l‘l. The king separated himself 
from Queen Catherine, and never again 
saw her; she withdrew to Ampthill. 

The laws against heresy were put in exe- 
■ution, and several Protestants burnt. 

1.532. A statute against pacing annats, 
)r first-fruits, to the | ope, and tor conse- 
crating bishop-*, though bulls were denietl 
at Rome. 

I'eh, Ifi. Richard Rouse, a cook in the 
bishop of Rochester's kitchen, poisoned 
the .soup, which caused the deatli of seve- 
ral persons. An act passed, (re[>eale(l 
1 Ktlw. \T.) declaring poisoning treason, 
and the punishment to be I cdiing to death. 
This punishment was inflicted on Rouse 
soon alter in Smith ftebl. 

Ayril. The commons addressed the king 
to redress the grievances occasioned by the 
clerjy. 

Henry was cited to appear at Rome to 
answer Queen C.itherine's appeal, <U' send 
a proxy, but he refused both. 

May lb. Sir Thomas More resigned the 
office of lord chancel or, and was succeedeil 
by Lord Audley. 

An epidemical disorder broke out. 

Six new bi.'*hoprics were erected on the 
suppression of sonuj monasteries. 

.SVp/. 1. Anne Boleyii made marchioness 
of Pembroke, with a pension of 1000/. a- 
year, payable out of the ecclesiastical re- 
venues of the bishopric of Durham. 

Oct. 11. The king visited France in 
company leith .Anne Holeyn, and agreed to 
a new treaty with the Fieri cli king, 
j A'oe. 11. Tile king returned from France 
with Anne Doleyn, who was the second 
daughter of Sir Thomas Boleyn. who had 
ipriing from a lord mayor of London, 

. lojse descendants had married into seve- 
ral notde faniiHe.s. 

15.13. Jan. 25. Five years harl elaj>K<'d 
since the king h.ul first sidicited a divorce, 
three since he had begun to cohabit with 
Anne Boleyn ; the reason of his patience 
has been ascribed to tho infecundity 
Anne, but now being pregnant^ Jlenrv# on 
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this day, was privately married to her 
in a garret, at the western end ot* the pa- 
lace of Whitehall. 

Henry ordered Queen Catherine to be 
styled only princess dowaj^er of Wales. 

Dr. Cranmer made arclibishop of Can- 
terbury. 

May 23. The convocation declare the 
kind’s marriage with Queen Catherine void. 
The archbishop proiioiinced the sentence 
of divorce, and the kind's marriage with 
Anne Boleyn was confirined ; the pope after- 
wards annulled the archbishop’s sentence. 

Currants, or Corinthian grapes, first 
planted in England, brought from the isle 
of Zante, belonging to Venice ; the musk 
rose, and several sorts of plums from 
Italy, were brought and planted by Lord 
Cromwell. 

1534. Jan. A statute passed whereby 
the king was empowere d to n.ime thirty-two 
commis^i()uers to reform the cations. 

April. Cromwell appointed chancellor of 
the excbe<|uer. who, with Cranmer, Sir 
Thomas More, and the dukes of Norfolk 
aiiii Sutlblk, supported the Ueformation, 
but they met with a strong party against 
them. 

The parliamcrd throw off all subjection 
to the see of Koine, upon receivin-^ (he 
pope’s sentence ag.dust Henry ; the con- 
vocation declare their submission to the 
king's authority, and abolish Peler-pence. 

April 20. Khzaheth Barton, ca\le«l the 
Holy Maid of Kent, and live others, 
her accomplices, executed for treason. She 
was alllicted with hysterical tits, and pre- 
tended to foretell the king's death, if he 
proceeded in the divorce. Her <lelu''Ums 
were cuuiiteuaiiced by Hishojis I'lsher ainl 
Warhum, and even the learueil Sir Thomas 
More. 

Tindal’s translation of the bilde 
burnt, it was (lie first prhittd traiislutioii. 

iVoc. Parliament enacted, that the king 
is supreme heatl of the church of England, 
and gave him the tirsi-fruits and teuih.s. 

Nov. 3. .Vu act passed debarring persons 
accuserl of treason the henetitof sanctuary : 
an oath, concerning the Buccession, to be 
taken by all persons. 

l.').l.'). Several monks and Iwenty-iive 
other persons that opposed the king were 
executed. 

Henry endeavoured to persuade the king 
of Scotland to renounce the pope, and de- 
maurled an interview, which James refused. 

Maij 8. Henry commanded all persons at 
court to cut their hair short; he sluiwed 
the example, and began to wear his beard 
knotterl, anrl was no more sliaved. 

Junr 22. Bishop Fisher, a learmul and 
able, but rather credulous prolate, execiiterl 
for tni.sj>rision of treason, in nut taking the 
oath of succession. 

Jul^ 7. The most learned and accom- 


plished Sir Thomas More executed under 
the tyrannical act which made it treason 
•‘to do any thing by writing or act which 
was to the slander, disturbance, or preju- 
dice of the marriage with the Lady Anne, 
or to the disherison or disturbance of the 
king’s heirs by her.” He was the first 
Englishman who signalized himself as aa 
orator,, the fir.st writer of a work which is 
still intelligible, and probably the first lay 
chancellor of England. 

The king, being excommunicated by the 
pojie, determined to suppress the monas- 
teries, and ordered a severe visitation of 
them. 

Bra.ss cannon first cast in England, by 
John Owen. 

Ort. Thomas jCromwell, who had be- 
come the king's chief minister, was made 
vicar general, and visited all the churches 
and monasteries in England. Several mo- 
nasteries surrender their charters to the 
king. 

1530. All monasteries under 200/, per 
annum are given to the king by act of par- 
iameiit ; whereby 376 were suppressed. 
Bishop Burnet observes, that the report 
f the visitation of those houses is lost; 
yet he saw an extract of it, concerning 14 4 
houses, which containiMl abominations in 
them eipial to any that were in Sodom. The 
yearly amount of those lesser mouasteiies 
was 32,000/. per annum. 

Tindal, who translated the hihle, was 
burnt as an heretic, at Geneva. 

W.iles uiiiteil and incorporated with 
England by act of parliament. 

The hihle printetl in English, 

Jan. 7. Queen Catherine died in tho 
50th year of her age, at Kimholton. 

Henry was je.iUius of Queen Anne, 
whom he c lused to he condemnetl by her 
peers, for high treason, in procuring her 
hnitluT and four others to lie with her. 
She confesseil a pre-contract with the earl 
of Ntntliumherlaiid, and either on account 
of that, or the canonical cause arising from 
the king s connexion with her sister, she was 
divorced by Archbishop Cranmer's sen- 
tence. 

Feb. 4. Parliament met and abolished 
every thing relative to the pope's power. 

A new Court of .-Vugmeiitatioiis of tho 
king's revenues erected. 

A great many saints* holidays abolished 
by roynl proclamation, as favourable to 
idlene>s and not. 

April 14 Parliament was dissolved, after 
having continued six years. 

May 19. Queen Aime executed in the 
Tower ; the king exultingly dressed himself 
in white on (his day, and next morning 
WUH married to Jane Seymour, who had 
been maul to the q*:een. 

The PrinevsH Alary was c<mi]X‘Iled to ac- 
kiiowleilge tho king's supuiuacy ; and that 
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the king's marriage with her mother was 
incestuous and unlawfii]. 

June 8. The new parliament met, anc 
passed an act of attainder against Anne 
Boleyn, and enacted that both the divorces- 
were legal, and the issue of both inamages 
illegitimate, and incapable of inheriting 
the crown. 

An act passed, giving the king full 
power to declare the succession to tlie 
crown. 

Reginald Pole distinguihhed himself, and 
wrote a book, entitled “ Concerning Kccle- 
siastical Unton,” in which he treated the 
king with much severity ; Henry stripped 
him of his dignities, and wreaked his re- 
venge on Pole’s family. 

Henry proposed sevtpral articles for the 
house of convocation to debate upon. 

The king was cited to a council at 
Mantua, called by tl:o emperor and |K)pe, 
which he protested against. 

The estates belor.ging to religious houses 
were sold to the iii»ni.ity} lau t at tweiity 
yearV, buildings at fifteen years* purchase. 

Juitj, fhe parliament was pror->gue<l, 
after a session of forty liays. 

A rebellion in Yo kshire ; the rebels, 
headed by Robert Ask. toi)k York and 
Hnllj the duke of Nortblk marcheii 
against them, but i pon being pardoned 
they dispersed. 

The suppressing the monasteries occa- 
sioned an insurrection in the north. 

The bishops at this time were divi<!ed 
into two parties: one of which, w.th Cr.m- 
mer and Latimer at its head, inclined t-i- 
ward reformation, though profes>ing to be of 
no denomination of Protestants ; the other, 
led by Gardiner and L*'e, leant to papacy. 

1537. The multitude disj^rse upon offers 
of pardon, and the Lords Hussey and 
Ilarcy were executed in June, M'i h some I'f 
the great abbots. 

Oct. 1*3. Queen Jane was brought to 
bed of Prince Kdward ; tt.e ipiecn died 
two days after her delivery, and was buiied 
in the choir, at Windsor, on the 15th. 

The brhle, being translated and piinted 
in Kngltsh, was onlered to be set up in 
churches, at the joint expense of the in- 
cumbent and his parishioners. Another 
work, published under the authority of ihc 
king, was The Goodly and Pious Institu- 
tions of a Christian Alan,*' subscrii d oy 
the bishops, and comprising an expo ition 
of orthodox doctrines, was ordered. 

1538. Henry ordered the report of the 
last visitation to be published. 

During this year twenty-one monasteries 
were suppreosed. Many of the greater mo- 
nasteries surrendered their charters, and the 
king seized Thomas>a-Becket’s Tick shtine *, 
he converted it to his own use, and caused 
his bones to be burnt. Pensions were 
granted to the me«mbcrs of the disHuivM;iI 


religious bouses, according to their rank, 
on condition that they should cease as soon 
as they obfaineil cliurch preferment of 
e<|ual value. Tiie pope absolved the king’s 
Mibjects from their allegiance, decrecil 
him to be deposed, invi-ed all Christian 
princes to make war upon him, and ex- 
cummunicaterl him. 

Leaden jiipcs for fhe conveyance of wa- 
ter invented by Robert Brook. 

15.39. Si.x artichsof religion were esta- 
blished by Jict of parliament, of which a 
belief in transubstantiatiun was one, and fur 
denying whicli, Lambert, a priest and 
sclioolrnaster in Ixmdon, was Iriirnt. Cran- 
tner, Taylor, and Barnes, who brought 
liim to the stake, afterwards suffered, lor 
the same do;:! lines, nearly the same pu- 
nishment. 

The king visited the sea coasts, and or- 
dered sevL-ral forts to be built, in particular 
Dover Pier. 

-■//)/v/ 15. l*arliament met, and niiule 
a dillereiit appe.irauce from former occa- 
sions, the parliarnriitary abbots not having 
been summoned. r.;r several centiirits 
the s, iritual peers liad been more in inim- 
lier than the temjmral peers in the House 
f Lords. Ni w there were forty temper.il, 
and only twenty spiritual peers assembled ; 
nor? than one half of the spiritual peers 
h iving been excluded by the dissolution of 
tile reliuuou.s houses. 

Parliament confirmed whatever the king 
pleased in matters of religion, they also 
granted him a tenth and two fittctMiths. 
fhe clergy in convocation granted the 
king a suusiriy. 

Ju'y ‘J9. A statute was made confirming 
the seizures ami surr-uders of the abbeys; 
ami in which it is provided, that ‘’all 
monasteries, or oilier rebgious Iiouses, dis- 
s »lved, suppressed, sm rendered, or by any 
mean.s come to Ids liiL;hnes.s, shall be 
vested in him, l»is heirs ami succe.ssors for 
ever.” But the vast possessions so ve.stcd 
III the crown were soon lost by wasteful 
grants and alienations; and no substantia! 
national advantage was ilerived from th.it 
great revolution. In wliich, in five years, a 
fifth or a foiiith ji.irt of the landed j ro- 
perJy of England and Walc.^ had been con- 
iscated. 

15 11). Jnn. fi. TI:e king married Anno, 
•ister of the duke of Cleves, by laoxy ; but 
a i'ig disgiusted with her person, on her ar- 
ii al, never consummated the marriage. 

J'tne 15. Cromwell w'us attainted of high 
reason, without br ing heard, and beheailcil 
on Towei-liill the ‘i.'ith of J^dy. 

In this session the order oi the knights 
of St. John of Jerii.salem was suppMSsed, 
and ad their effects in England and Ire- 
land were confiscated for the use of tb*J 
king, who allotted 3000/. per annum foi 
th'Mr maintenance. 
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Lord Hungerford was attainted and exe- Dec. The Knglish enter Scotland, and 
ciitcd for kfeping an heretical chaplain. defeaterl the Scots at Solway Moss. 

Ijjnal ins Loyola, a Spaniard, founded A great mortality, and so great a drouMit 
the order of Jesuits, by virtue of a bull of that small rivers were dried uj); the Thames 
dated September 27, 1540. wa.s so shallow, that the salt water flowed 

berries were this year first planted in above London bridge. 

Kent, where an orchard of thirty- two acres 1543. Three Protestanfs burnt at Wind- 
pi oduced a thousand pounds. Apricots sor, at the instigatimi of Gardiner, 
were brought here by Henry’s gardener. July 12. The kiii«g married Lady Ca- 
July, Archbishop Cranmer and t lie con- therinc Parr, widow of Lord Latimer: a 
vocatiun divorced the king from Anne of virgin hardly daring to trust to bis coii- 
Lleves, on pretence that the king’s internal structioii of the act he had procured con- 
irte consent was wanting at the mairiage, cernmg their innocence, 
and that he had never consummated the Dec. 13. 3 he better sort of people only 
inarn.ige; tlie parliament passed an act, are allowed the use of bibles. 
confiiinmg the judgment of the convoca- Tliis year mortars and caniuns were cast 
non. which received the royal assent on the a iron, the first that were ever made in 
"i- joAn/ ' t^he was allottcil an estate Kngland, at Buckste^id, in Sussex, 
o. 3000/. per annum, and lived for sixteen 1.544. The king’s title settled by patlia- 
years alter in Lngland, with the title ol‘ ment, as King of Kogland, Prance, and 
1 nncess Anne ot (deves. Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and So- 

All act jiassed, declaring all marriages preme Head of the Churches of Kiiglaiid 
valid, notwithstanding any \iic-contract, and Ireland. 

HOT actually consummated. An act was passed to limit the jurisdiction 

Jug. 8. 1 he king nianied Lady Cathe- ' of the ecclesiastical courts, 
line Howard, niece to the <luke ot Norfolk, j The parliament declared the king clear of 
and cousin-german of Anne Bolcyn. ! all debts. 

l.)41. llie king declared all heret'es, j .SV/>/. Henry commenced war with France 
whether Papists or Protestant**, who re- and took boulogne. which he entered piihlic- 
jeeted his exposition ot laith. ly.iuspiteof his huge and distempered bodv, 

April. Am insurrection happened ^n armed at all points, on a great courser.’ 

5 iuk'tliire. which was Rooti suppressed. Prior to this expetlition, juayeis and pro- 
i lie coTiiitcsS of Sahsliury, motl er of | cessicns were made as usual lor its success j 
( ardin.il Pole, being a prisoner in the • hut Cranmer enihraced the oppor'unity to 
• lower, was executed, being thought to.i j convince the king, that the people would join 
nearly related ti) the house 1 1 York. in the e prayeis with preatev lervency if 

Dancing by cinque paces introduced into ! they were in Knglish, than they could do 
Kn gland from Italy. j in an iiiikiiowii tongue. With Henry's 

1512. Queen Catherine Howard was j penni.ssion the archbishop composed a 
necused by Arclibishoji ('ranmer, of iiicoii- i number of pniyers in Knglish, which weie 
tinenco, on the information of one Lascelles, I comniamled to be used in all churches, 
attainted of high treason by act of par- About the same time various superstitious 
liament, without being brought to atrial, ceremonies were abolished, as watching and 
and beheaded in the 'Lower, February 14. ringing bells all night on the vigil of 
J^he coiiiessed her gudt with Derham, All-hallows, the covering of images ami 
Maniiock, and Culpepper. Derluun was the cross with veils dining Lent, and the 
hang, d, Maiiiiock got off by giving up his kneeling or creeping lo the cross on Palm 
estates, and the other was sentenced lo Sunday, oi any other lime, 
perpetual imprisonment. Lad}’ Kochford Pistols were first used by the horse this 
vvavi executed on the same day us an uc year. 

Complice ill the queen’s dissoiu(eiies.>. The dauphin inarched against Henry at 

It was declarnl by statute to be high the head of 10,000 men, Ujion which Henry' 
ircasori not to discover a queen’s iiicunti- retired to Calais. 

ncMce; and to be high treason in any one Sept. ,30. The king returned and forti 

0 marry the king,^ if not a virgin. tied Portsmouth, Dover, and (iravesend. 

lieland erected into a kingdom, by the The king reformed the public offices, and 

p iiliament of Irtdaud ; confirmed by an put out a form of profession in English. 

*nt of the English parliament, and the , 1545. Jnn. France attempted an inva- 

'ng thereupon took the title of king of | sion, and fitted out 210 sail of ships ; they 
u iand. the Knglish fleet of 100 sail in the Chan- 

Henry revived his pretensions to the iiel and engaged ; the night parted theiii; 
t*overeiumty of Scotland ; he gave the com- but the French lost many of their ships, 
^jjnd of his forces to the duke of Norfolk, Nor. 23^ Parliament wet and granted 

Hacking a subsidy, also the lauds of the 

1 8oners,al8o 24 pieces of ordnance, suppressed cviUeges and hospitals. 
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Dec. 13. Council of Trent opened. 

Dec. 24. The king went to the house of 
lords, made a long speech, and then dis- 
missed them. 

1546. Fe6. 18. Martin Luther died, aged 
sixty-three. 

Ambassadors arrived from France, and 
began to negociate about religion, and pur- 
posed to abolish the mass. 

Cardinal Beaton persecuted I he Scots, 
and caused several persons to be burnt on 
account of religion; soon after the car- 
dinal was murdered. 

Henry continued impartially to perse- 
cute the Lutherans as heretics, and the 
Papist as traitors. He had become so 
unwieldy, that he could not be moved 
without machinery. »IIis breathing w'as 
difficult, and the signature of his name be- 
came too heavy a tiisk for his* feeble and 
overloaded hands. Stamps, with his ini- 
tials, were affixed to public instruments re- 
quiring his signature. An ulcer on the | 
leg subjected him to great pain, and reii- i 
dered him offensive to his attendants. 

Dec. 12. The duke of Norfolk and his 
son, the earl of Surrey, svnt to the Tower. 

The king restored the two universities of 
Oxibrd anil Cambridge to their estates and 
privileges. 

The public stews, in Southwark, sup- 
pressed, which were before allowed by the 
state. 

One William Foxlty fell asleep, and 
never awoke for fourteen days and nights, 
he lived forty-one years afterwards. 

Dec. 30. Henry made bis will, an<l ap- 
pointed tbiiteen lords his executors. 

1547. Jan. 10. The earl of Surrey was 
executed for high treason, and his fatl.er, 
the duke of Norfolk , was attainted without 
being heard ; but the king dying the night 
before his execution was appointed, he was 
saved. 

In a convocation, all canons, laws and 
usages against the marriage of privstswere 
annulled, and likewise all vows of celibacy : 
and it was resolved to administer the com- 
munion in both kinds, which the parlia- 
ment confirmed. 

The council ordered a suppression of 
images ; Gardiner was imprisoned for de- 
fending pojH Ty, and all his papers secured. 

Jan. 28- Henry died in the fifty-sixth 
rear of his age, and the thirty-eig'^f h yiar 
of his reign, and was buried at - indsor, 
where he founded a college for tloiteeo 
poor knights and two prie.sts. In place of 
the religious houses, lie founded, out of a 
part of their revtmues, the six bishoprics of 
Westminster, Oxford, Peterborough, Bris- 
tol, Chester and Gloucester; he founded 
Trinity College, in Caml^dge, and 
Christ" s Hospital, in London, and re- 
founded Christ’s College, in Oxford. 


The king, being empowered to limit the 
succession of the crown by act of parlia- 
ment, settled it on the issue of hbs sister 
Mary, by Charles Brandon, duke of Suf- 
folk, in case his two daughters, Mary and 
Kiizabeth, died withmit issue, to the exclu- 
sion of Margaret, his eldest sister, who had 
married James V., king of Scots. 

king's issue. 

He had by the infanta, Catherine, two 
sons, Henry, and another son not named, 
who died young, and one daughter, named 
Mary, afterwanls queen of England. 

A son was burn at the end of the year 
1514, who died an infant, also a daughter. 

He had by his second wife, Anne Bo- 
eyn, the Princess Kiizabeth, afterwards 
queen of England ; also a still-born son. 

He had by his third wife, the Lady Jane 
Seymour, one only* child, named Kdwar<l, 
who succeeded him on the throne. 

By his other three wives he left no issue. 

He had one natural son, Henry Fitzroy, 
iiy’ Kiizabeth, daughter of Sir John Blount ; 
:ie die<l at the age of eighteen, after being 
rreated duke of Kichmond, to the great re- 
irret of the king. By the otluT mistress, 
Mary Boleyn, the elder sister of the unfor- 
uaate queen of that name, he hud no 
ssue. 

STATUTES AND TAXES IN THIS UEION. 

I and 2 Henry. Directing prosecutions* 
on p»*nal statutes to he commenceil within 
three years afier the offence committed. 

4 Ileiity. Two-tifieenths and four de- 
mies grantetl by* parliament, toLjither 
with a poll-tax, whereby a duke uas to 
pay ten marks, an eail five pounds, a baron 
four pounds, a knight four nuirks, every 
ue worth hOO/. in goods, four niaiks, and 
thers after tliat rate dow’n to those who 
had forty shillings ])er annum, and every 
jther person of fifteen years of age was to 
pay four pence. 

7 Henry. Enacted that tlie members 
of the house of commons alisenting them- 
selves from parlisiment. without leave of the 
speaker, should lo^e their wages. 

14 and 15 Henry. The parliament 
granterl the king two shillings in the pound 
qp every estate ujiwards of twenty jmurnls 
per annum, and on e.statc.s from twenty 
pounds to forty shillings per annum, one 
shilling, and every other [lerson to p«»y 
^ourpence a head within two year.s. The 
clesgy in proportion gave double what the 
laity had given, half their revenue for five 
years. 

An act passed empowering all those who 
should attend the king in his war?, to d‘‘»'' 
pose of their lands by will, without payiwt? 
a line for alienation. 
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An act for establishin}^ a college of phy- 
sicians in London. 

An act dispensing with the marriage of 
the six clerks in chancery. 

16 Henry. Wolsey attempted, by com- 
mission, to make the people pay a sixth 
of every man’s substance in plate or money, 
but was opposed, for which Henry blamed 
him much. 

‘22 Henry, cap. 5. Justices of peace em- 
j)Owered to tax their several counties for 
the repair of bridges. 

Cap. 9. Poisoning made high treason. 

Cap. 10. An act for the expulsion of 
Gipsies, who are described in the preamble 

as an outlanding people, calling them- 
selves Egyptians, using no craft or feat of 
merchandise, but going from shire to shire, 
deceiving the people by subtle arts of pal- 
mistry, and committing heinous felonies 
and robberies.” i 

23 Henry, cap. 2. Justices empowered : 
to tax their counties towards building of 
jails. 

Cap. 10. Assurances of lauds in mort- 
main to the use of churches, chapels, See. 
declared void. 

C\y. 15. Costs given to the defendant, 
where the plaiotitl is nunsuited. 

2 4 Henr}'. A fifteenth granted to tihe 
king, t()ward.s hi.s charges in eret ting for- 
lific itions against Scotland. 

2 1 and 2.') Henry. An act was made for 
settling tlie price of meat, namely, beef and 
pork at a halfpenny per pound, and ve .1 at 
three farthings. 

An act iiulernnifying persons for killing 
highwaymen and housebreakers. 

Ati act prohibiting all appeals to Romo, 
and that all persons procuring or executing 
any process or censures from Home, should 
incur a premunire. 

Cap. 3. Clergy is taken away from pri- 
soners standing mute, or cballcnguig more 
ot the jurors than the law allow's. 

Cap. f). Clergy taken away from sodom- 
ites. 

An act prohibiting the payment of the 
first-fruits of bishoprics to Rome, and di- 
recting the manner of electing and conse- 
* cratir.g bishops, partictilarly that bishops 
shall be elected on the king's congr d'cltre^ 
and consecrated without iippi>ing to Rome. 

An act prohibiting IVter-pence and all 
other payments to the see of Rome. 

An act empowering the archbishop of 
Canterbury to grant lictmces, disjieiisations, 
faculties, Sic. which used to be granted by^ 
the see of Rome. 

hnacted that none shall marry within 
me levitical degrees. 

An act declaring the king the. only su- 
Vreine head of the church of England, and 
vti^iowering him to visit, redress, and rc- 
wrn all errors heresies, and offences. 


An act granting annates and tenths to 
the crown. 

An act appointing twenty-five great 
towns to be the sees of suffragan bishops. 

27 Henry, cap. 4. Pirates shall be tried 
according to the course of the common 
law. 

Cap. 10. Uses are transferred into pos- 
session. A woman shall not have both a 
jointure and dower, but may refuse a join- 
ture made after marriage. 

Cap. 18. Deeds of hdigain and sale must 
be enrolled. 

Cap. ‘25 directs how counties shall he 
charged for the relief of the poor 

‘2H Henry. Clergymen shall be, resi- 
dent on their livings. 

Enacted that \VaU*s should be governed 
by the laws of England, and that tlie 
\V elsh counties should he divided into 
hundreds. * 

An act for suppressing the lesser monas- 
hmles, whose revenues did not amount to 
200/. per annum. 

All act for erecting the Court of Aug- 
mentatiims, to take care of the reveiims 
arising from the suppves'ed monasteries. 

An act empowering the king to declare 
the succession of tlie crown by his letters 
patent, or last will. 

An act fur exliiiguishing the pope’s au- 
thority, and ileclaiing that whoever should 
maintain it, slionld mciir a premunire. 

An act obliging incumbents to reside on 
their livings. 

Declared to Ik* high treason to marry any 
person neaily allied to the crown, witl out 
the king’s licence. 

Enacted that French wine should be sold 
at two-pence a ipuiit, and sack at tliree- 
pence a cpiart. 

31 Henry. An act coufirniing the sur- 
renders of the. larger monasteries to the 
crown. 

An act enforcing the six bloody articles, 
as they were called, namely, 1. the be- 
lief of transubstautiation ; 2. a declaration 
that the communion in both kinds wa.s not 
necessary ; 3. that it was not lawful for 
priests to marry ; 4. that vows of chastity 
were not to be broken ; 5. that private 
massei- were profitable, and 6. that auricular 
confession was necessary. If persons 
held opinions contrary to any of these arti- 
cles, they were to l>e adjudged heretics, arnl 
burnt, and forfeit ail their lands and goods, 
as ill high treason. 

Enacted, tliat the king's proclamations 
ahall be of the same force as acts of par- 
liament, except in cases of private right. 

An act emjiowering the king to erect new 
bishoprica. 

An act*settling tbc precedency of the 
peers and great office ts of state, whereby 
Cromwell, the king's vicegerent, was a\> 
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2 )oinied to take precedence of ihe archbishop 
of Canterbury, and all other peers that were 
not of the royal family. 

A subsidy of two shillings in the pound 
on lauds, and twelve pence in the pound 
on goods with four-firteenths, were granted 
towards the king’s charges in making bul- 
warks. 

31 Henry, cap. 1. Joint-tenants and 
tenants in common compellable to make 
partition. 

Cap. 10. The precedency of the peers is 
settled. 

32 Henry, cap. 1. and 33 Henry , cap. 

The subject is enabled to dispi se of his 
lauds by will. 

Cap. 7. A remeijy is given for the re- 
covery of tithes in thu spiritual couit. 

Cap. 3fi. Fines levied by tenant in fail, 
shall bar the heirs of his body. 

An act to dissolve the king'.s marriage 
with the Princess Anne of Cleves, because 
he did “ not inwardly consent to it.” 

An act declaring that the breaking a 
vow of chastity should not be capital. 

An act that whatever the king's com- 
missioners should determine, concerning 
the doctrines or ceremonies of the church, 
should be obeyed ou pain of death. 

An act granting the king uiu'-tenth and 
two-fifteenths. 

An act for the attainder of Cromwell, the 
vicegerent, 

33 Henry. A pena’ty is inflicted on 

those who defraud others hy false tokens, | 
or counterfeit letters. I 

Cap. 13. The county and city of Ches- 
ter are first empowered to send members 
to parliament. 

Cap. 24, None shad be justice of assize 
in the county where he wa.s bt»rn, or doth 
inhabit, on pain of forfeiting 100/. 

34 and 35 Henry, cap. 20, directs that 
knights, citizens and b!irue;>e.s be cl.osni 
and sent to parliament from the shires, 
cities, and burghs of Wales. This was 
the first introduction of parlianientaiy re- 
presentation into the principality, and by 
it an<l the preceding act relative to Che.'>- 
ter, an addition of thirty meinbers was 
made to the house of commons. 

An act for erect ng Ireland into a kingdom. 

An act for annulling the local statutes of 
all colleges and hospitals. 

35 Henry, enacted, that jier.s .is pos- 
sessed of goods of the value ol twenty 
■hillings and upwards to five pounds 
should pay four pence in the pound ; fiom 
five to ten pounds eight prince in the pound ; 
from ten to twenty pounds, sixteen pence 
in the pound ; and all who possessed above 
the value of twenty pounds, two shillings 
ill the pound ; and all foreign^s doul.le ; 
and the clergy granted six shillings in the 
pound to be paid in three years : and for 


land.s every Knglishman paid eight pence 
in the pound, from twenty shillings to five 
pounds; from five pounds to ten pooiuls, 
sixteen pence in the pound ; and from ten 
pounds to twenty pounds, two shillings in 
the pound; and ffom twenty pounds and 
upwards, three shillings in the pound : fo- 
reigners double. 

An act peimitting the bible to be read 
ill private houses. 

Enacted that none of the clergy should 
be burnt fur heresy till the third offence, 
and that the laity should suffer only impri- 
sonment and loss of good.s. 

An act declaring the king's title to bo 
King of Kngland, France and Ireland, 
Defender of the Faith, and Supreme Head 
of the Churches of Kngland and Ii eland. 

An act empowering the king to defraud 
his creditors, and where any of them had 
received their money* to oblige them to re- 
pay it back into the exchequer. 

37 Henry. Ail colleges, free chapels, 
chantries, hospitals, and fraternitieN, with 
their lands, tenements, and hereditaments, 
granted to the crown. 

Two shillings and eight pence in the 
pound granteti on goods, and four shillings 
in the { uutid on lands, to be paid in two 
y^ars, and the clergy gave two shillings in 
the jiound for two years. 

3H Henry. The king seized the church- 
plate and ornaments, and extorttMl another 
benevo.unce. 

An act for attainting the duke of Nor- 
folk of high treason. 

There were several other acts passed in 
this reign that deserve to he remembered, 
particularly 

4 Henry, cap. 2, whereby thieves and mur- 
derers are excluded the benefit of clergy. 

21 Henry, cap. 4. The admiirsti ring 
execut<»r» are empowered to sell lands de- 
vised to be sohl. 

(’ap. 0. Moituaries are ascertained, and 
enacted that none exceed ten shillings. 

^ (*ap. 7. It is made felony in aseivaut to 

I eniiiczzle his master's goods to the value of 
forty .shillings. 

Cap. 11. Stolen goods shall he restored 
to tin* owner, on V e comiciion of a felon. 

( ap. 13. Clergymen are prohibited to 
trailf, or hold a tarin, and the number of 
noblemen’s cliaplaiiis limited. 

ItlCIlKS OF TIIK KI.N'n. 

/t was the general opinion that Henry 
was the richest king in Kuropc ; hut bjs 
' ars revealed the inexplicable secret of bnj 
poverty The vast treasures he collected 
from the religious houses, and the enor- 
mous sums he rai.scd hy the sale of then 
piopeity, seemed to have been abwihid lo 
^olIle invisible abyss. Among other exi ‘'* 
dienU to supply his nectssitie.s, he re- 
sorted to the pernicious one of adulterating 
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the coin, by which, while he defrauded the 
public, he created numberless embarrass- 
ments in the way of trade, and involved his 
successors in inextricable difHcuhies. At his 
accession, the ounce of gold and the pound 
of silver were each worth forty shillings ; 
having raised them by successive proclama- 
tions to forty-four, forty-five, and forty- 
eight shillings, he issued a new coinage 
with a considerable quantity of alloy, and 
contrived at the same time to obtain pos- 
session of 111 ? old money, by offering a jue- 
miuin to those w'ho would bring it to the 
mint. The consequence was, that his suc- 
cessors found themselves compelled to lower 
the nominal value of his shillings, fir>t 
from twelve-pence to nine-pence, and then 
to sixpence, and finally to withdraw them 
from circulation. — 6. Ling. Hist. 151. 

It is estimated that oiic-fourth or one- 
fifth of the lauded j^roperty of (he king 
<loni changed hands by the <lissolution of 
the religious houses. As soon as an ahhey 
was surrendered, the commission's broke 
its seal and assigned pensions to the mem- 
bers. The plate and jewels were reserved 
for the king; the furniture and goods were 
sold, and the money paid into the Avigmen- 
t.itum O'.V.ce. Tl.e abbot’s lodg'ugs and 
the uthces were left standing, for the con- 
venience of the next occupant. 
church, cloisters, and apaitments for the 
monks wi re stripped of tliu lead and every 
saleab e article, and then lelt to fall in 
ruins. The pfoceeds of this vast confisca- 
tion, in lieu of being applied to objects of 
public utility, became gradually tire pro- 
perty of courtiers and others by gift, sale, 
and exchange. 

No complete return of the total revenues 
of the religious houses has ever been given. 
Of we have no estimate of income. 
Many of the chantries, liospitals for tl.e 
t utcrtaiiiment of pilgiiins, and gi <ls of lay 
brethren, were not seized till the next reign. 
Tilt* total number of religious hou.sos has 
bee:i stated at 1011, and the oiily portion 
ef vvhidi we have an aufheiiiic nturu of 
leveuue are the following : — 


'Ititnes. Order, 

Revenues. 

bb . lii-neilictiiios . . 

i;r),87u 

1 1 

0 

-d . Oluniacs .... 

4.!)72 

9 

24 

d . Carthiihians . . . 

2,947 

1.5 

•li 

Idl . (’isteicians . . . 

18.091 

12 

0 

I'-l . Austins 


1 

11 

•1- . J^ieinonstratensiuiis 

•1.897 

14 

1 

. (iiibertins . . . . 

2,421 

13 

9 

•1 . ronteviand Nuns . 

825 

8 

r»i 

d . Minoresses .... 

548 

10 

G 

1 . Bridgettines • . . 

1,7.31 

8 

oi 

‘d • Bonhumines • . . 

859 

8 

H 

Knights Hospitallers 5,394 

0 


^ tiurs 

809 

11 

4 


£H2,\)ld 12 Oi 


If the revenues of the houses not re- 
turned were proportionate to these, and the 
relative value of money be considered, we 
must he convinced of the vast wealth of 
the monastic orders. But these returns of 
income were only the reserved rents, with- 
out including the tithes of appropriations, 
fines, heriots, renewals, deodands, &c., which 
probably amounted to twice as mucli. 
Upon good authority, it has been stated, 
that the clergy were proprietuis of seven 
tenths of the whole kingdom, and out of 
the three remaining tenths then left to the 
king, lords, and commons, were the four 
numerous orders of Mendicants to he main- 
tained, against whom no gate could be shut, 
to whom no provision could be diniied, 
and from whom no secret could be con- 
cealed. • 

A.n. Id85 to l.)47. 

I.EAIIMNU AM> SL’IENCK. 

The schoolmen and bible ilivines of a 
former period hiid falleu greatly in public 
estimation, and their liavbarous jargon, 
unintelligible subtilties, endless setmon- 
i>ing, ami voluminous works, begun t(» be 
neglected and desp\>ed. One great cause 
of ibis vevolullon was an increased taste fur 
classical learning. Latin and Greek wire 
no'.v studied wuh avidity, and to speak 
and write tb.em. esj> ciaily tlie former, with 
elegance ami ])\»rity} was considered a 
valuable accomplishment, to which persons 
tif high rank and of both sexes aspired. 
Tile greatest seludars of the age, as Kras- 
nni'', Lmacre. Cheke, and otheus, exerted 
tlieinscives to promote classical education, 
and f r that purpose did not di.sdaiii to 
spend their time in composing rudiments, 
grammars, cudloquies, and voeabulaiits. 
Kven Henry VllI , and his great minister, 
C'ardinal Wol.sry, stooped to he tlie pre- 
ceptors of youth in their favouiite Latin. 
The king is saitl tu have written an Intro- 
duction to (Lamiuar, and the cardinal 
composed a code of instructions to be ob- 
served by the masters m the school he 
fininded at Ipswich, his native town. Tiie 
cardinal had been a schoolmaster, and 
was well qualified for giving tliese instruc- 
tions, which are equally full and judicious, 
'Fhe leaching of Greek was fur a long 
time stoutly opposeil by the monks and the 
academicians of the univers.'lies. Many, 
bo h of the secnl.ir ami regular clergy, 
railed agaiuttt the Gioek New Testament 
of Krasinus, hh an impious and dangerous 
book. At O.xford they were tlivided iiito 
factions i one assuming the name of 
GreekSf the other of Trojans. .As the Tro- 
jans weio the most numerous, they were 
the most insolent. ^Vhen a poor Greek 
a\>peured in'* the street, vr in any public 
place, he was attacked b) the Trojans with 
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hisses, taunts, and insults of all kinds. 
But the triumphs of the Trojans were of 
short duration. Henry VIII. and Wolsey 
having warmly espoused the cause of tho 
Greeks, their numbers, their credit, and 
their courage daily increased, the Greek 
language became a favourite study, and the 
Trojans were obliged to retire from the 
field. 

But after the study of Greek had become 
fashionable, a controversy about the true 
pronunciation of it arose between sir John 
Cheke, professor of Greek at Cambridge, 
and Gardiner, chancellor of that university 
and bisliop of Winchester. This contro- 
versy was coiuluctLd with great modesty 
andjearning by the ])ro!‘essor, who proved ' 
that tlic pronunciation which had been 
introduced in the dark ages was absurd 
and faulty in many respects ; and in par- 
ticular that, by giving the same sound to 
several diflercnt letters, it destroyed the 
beauty, variety, and musical sweetness of 
the language, which were restored by the 
new pronunciation. To all tins the 
haughty chancellor replied, by a thunder- 
ing decree, denouncing very severe cen- 
sures on all who dared to drop tho ohl,and 
adopt tile new pronunciation. On this oc- 
casion, reason proved too sirong for mere 
authority. The decree was disregarde»l 
and the new \ ronuiiciutiuu prevailed, and 
still prev>uls. 

The philosophic age had not yet urrive<l. 
The restorers of learning were loo intent 
On the study of the Belies Littres, to pay j 
much attention to the sciences. These i 
remained nearly in die same low and 
wretched state, in which they had been in 
the preceding period. 

Attempts were made to rexnie the prac- 
tice of MiinitiNE out of the unworthy 
hands hv which it had done so much rnis- 


poverty is the art of medicine, which of 
all arts is the most remote from mendi- 
city.” 

The usual consequences of monopolies 
manifested themselves, and about thirty 
years after the incorporation of the sur- 
geons, the legislature was compelled to in- 
terfere and open the trade, by allowing any 
of the king’s subjects, who liad a know- 
ledge of herbs, roots, and waters, to ad- 
minister to any outw'ard sore, or in stone, 
strangury, or ague,” without being liable 
to penalty. It was complained of the sur- 
geons that they would not cure any person, 
unless they “ thought to he rewarded with a 
greater sum than the cure extendeth unto : 
for in case they would minister their cun- 
ning unto sore people unrewarded, there 
ihould not so many rot and perish to death, 
for lack or help of surgery, as daily do.” 
(35 Hon. VI 11. c. 8.) It is to the credit 
of the age, that there was a good deal of 
gratuitous practice among the “ j»oor jieo- 
ple only for neighbourhood and God's sake, 
and of pity and charity; ” and it was to 
facilitate this, the statute intMitiuned was 
passed. But it is a curious iiistance of the 
short-sightedness of the h gislature, that, in 
a former act t f the same reign (5 lien. 

I VHLc. 0). die p.u liament appears to con- 
^der twelve surgeons sufficient hir Loiulon , 
and t«> tliat nuiniei the privileges it granted 
are restricted. 

improvement.s in medical practice were 
greatly needed, in conseipience of the in- 
troduction of two frightful maladies; one, 
the sweating sickness, has been described 
in the Occurrences ; ami the other, the 
/ues vrnervaf was brought from St. Do- 
mingo, by' the followers of (,’olnmbus. It 
fiist appeared at Barcelona in 1 41)3, where 
it soon ruge<l w ith so much violence, that 
it excite«l universal horror and consterna- 


chief. No physician or surgeon was al- 
lowed to practi.'te iu London, or within 
seven miles thereof, unless approved by 
the bishop of London, or the deaiv of St. 
Paul’s, assisted by four medical examiners; 
nor in any other pait without a licence 
from the bisliop of tlie diocese. Soon after 
tile physicians and surgeons were incorpo- 
rated with exciusivir privileges of licence 
and admission ; and that they might not 
be interrupted in their profe.ssional dutie.s, 
they were exempt from hearing arms, aiid 
serving on juries ; which privi s, with 
the addition of exemption fron» parochial 
offices, tliey still enjoy. By these meanr 
the reputation of the medical professior 
was raised, and the people protected from 
hold and ignorant adventurers. Bvit the 
restraint of quackery mad© the regular 
firaclice of physic and surgery exceedingly 
lucrative, and caused Krasinus to remark, 
that the most effectual security against 


tion. A reinforcerncMit of Spanish troops 
conveyed it to Naples, where it made its 
way into France, and in a few years was 
diffused into every corner of Knrope. In 
France it was called the Neapolitan, and in 
I Italy the Fi ench disease, both nations t<eii)g 
anxious to disown tlie infamy. The phy.>i- 
cians st(x>d aglia.st at its fir.st appearance, 
and it was only audacious empirics who pre- 
tended to give the unhappy sufferers relief. 
Tho two mighty rivals, Charles V. and 
Francis J., were both infected with the dis- 
ease, and to the last iif these princes it 
proved fatal. It was one of the articles 
of accusation brought by the house of peers 
against Cardinal Wobsey in 1529, that he 
was afflicted with syphilis. By degrees 
the virulence of the distemper, and the 
alarm occasioned by its first appearance, 
begun to abate, and physiciaus becaintJ 
better acquainted with its causes> 
symptoms, and its cure. 
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LEARNED MEN. A. i>. 1485 to 1547. by Colet, Erasmus, and Robinsun, three uf 
Sir Thomas More^ lord chancellor of the hrst linguists in Europe, and it was 
England, and the friend of Erasmus, was published with a preface written by Cardi* 
one of the most ingenious and learned men nal Wolsey, recommending it to universal 
of this period, and one of the chief re- use. Lily was the first schoolmaster who 
storers of learning. He was horn in 1480, taught Greek in London. He died of the 
and refusing to take the oath of supre- plague in 1523, aged 57> 
niacy, he fell a victim to the sanguinary Henry Howard, earl of 8urre\', the last 
j)assii)ns of Henry VIII., in the fifty-third hut not least distinguished ornament of 
year of his age. After hi.s head had been this period. He was celebrated for his 
exposed fourteen days on London bridge, his poetical genius, surpassed only by that of 
exemplary daughter. Mis. Roper, contrived t’haucer; for his happy imitations of the 
to obtain it, and when she died, it was, at Italian masters, and by his successful vei- 
her dying request, burietl in her arms. Sir sion of the second and fourth hooks of the 
.lames Mackintosli has exhausted liimself vEiieid. He was also a gallant knight, a 
(^Ilist. of England, ii. 179,) in panegyrics skilful cajitain, and au active statesman, 
tin the eltHpieuee, learning, and amiability This most accomplislied no\)leuiavi fell 
of this distinguished statesman. He had a victim, in 1547, to the most frivolous 
one defect, aud in such an age it cannot charges, under the Infamous treason laws 
e\eite snrpiise — he was an inttderant pa- of llenrv VI 1 1. His entire works were 
pist. His writings, which were chietly piihlishctl with notes by Dr. Nott in 18 16. 
polemic, have, with tiie exeejdioii of the } Several other men of learning and ge- 
‘ Ltopia,’ long since reached nierited ohli- ! nius contributed to the revival of learning 
vioii. The biildne.HS, originality, and free- j at this period, as Cranir.er, archbishop of 
(lorn of inquiry, even in religion, of the C anterbury Tonstal, bishop of Duihain; 
I’topia. is iiHU'h opposed to t.'.c author's ' J^ir John (Jheke, lA'lniid, and Richard 
Miliseqnent bigotry. ! Paice. It has lieen observed of them that 

Thomas Linacre, a philologi.st and emi- they were all virtuous men ; aud what is 
laiit physician, was horn at Canterhnrv ’ rather more uiiusu.il in the republic of let- 
in 1460 ; when advanced in life, In* applied ' ters, they all lived in coidi.il ti’.endship, 
t i the study of theology, was oidaineii a ! mutually co-operating in the ^aomotion of 
juiest, and obtained several jueferuu iits in their comnioa object, the ditliision of kaow- 
tlie church. He was tutor to the priiu'e.ss i ledge. 

Mary, afterwards queen of Trance, and for i The contemporary luminaries in Scot- 
the use of his pupil wi\ te the rudiments land were (laviii Douglas, bishop of Dmi- 
of li.’itin g^l^iniar. lie died of the stone keld, Patrick Pautcr, Liitiii secretary to 
ill 1512. j .lames IV., and Hictor Boyce, a native of 

Dr. John C'olet, the eldest of eleven Dundee, 
soils ami eleven daughters of sir Henry Besides the illustrious schools of Ipswich 
Colcf, who twiced hlle.l the civic chair of and .St. I’anl’s, many richly endowed col- 
Loml ui. He was a most uiuuificeut pa- : leges were established for the ediicatiun of 
tiDii of learning, and tlu* personal friend of youth, and eiicoinagement of learning. In 
all tile distinguished scholars of his time, the present period i f sixty-two years, ihree 
Dean ( olet di(l not survive to observe the ; colleges were founded in Oxford, and five 
Refonnatiou, towards which the diiin.siou ni C'ambrnlge. In Scotland a new nni- 
of opinions such as he viitenained mate- | versity was estiihlished at .Vherdecu, ami a 
nally contributed; after witnessing the j new college in St. Andrew’s. M’hativer 
jirosperity of St. Paul’s school, which he might he the (K-feefs of origin or of cha- 
lounded for the gratuitous iu^tructioIl of racter in cardinal Wolsey, he was a m.in 
153 scholars, he died in 1519, of a third of a jirincely mind. Tiie serriccN be reii- 
iiitack of the sweating sickness in the fifty- dered to scholars were iiiinimerabie, and 
tlunl year of his age. the magniliceiit structure lie projected at 

Mhiliam Lily was the friend of dean Oxfuid, and the completion ufwJiichw.is 
Tolet, and the first master of St. Paul’s frustrated by his fall, is an incontestable 
scluiol. He composed the celebrated proof of his genius and ardour in the 
Lily’s Grammar, in which he was assisted cause of letters. 
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Tills prince did not survive to exercise the functions of government, which 
^cre vested in a lord protector, assisted by a council of ministers. It would 
Le idle to delineate the character of a. king who died a child, before his 
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passions were developed, or his faculties matured. In abilities, he Was 
equal, perhaps superior, to most boys of his age. He possessed mildness of 
disposition, application to study and business, a capacity to learn and judge, 
and an attachment to equity and justice. The “ diary of his life,** which 
he kept, and which has been preserved, contains evidence of a correct taste 
and cultivated mind. His education, with that of liis two sisters, 
began early, and was not exempt from the bigotry of an age, in which 
heresy was deemed the most heinous of offences : ' but as the bigotry of 
protestants, less governed by priests, lies under more restraint than that of 
catholics, the effects of this malignant quality were less to be apprehended, 
if a longer life had been granted to the young nion|3pch. 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


154?. Jan. 31. Eclwanl, who had her* 
rosiciinf^ at the royal if«ansion of Hatfield, 
and then in his tenth year, was conducted 
ill legal state from the resilience of his 
sister Klizabeth at Enfield, and proclaimed 
king of England. Henry had nominated \ 
a council to govern till the king should i 
attain the age of eighteen years. The 
bishops renewed their cominis.sions from 
him It) hohl their bishoprics during plea- 
sure, and were empowered, as tlie king’s 1 
delegates, to or.lain and perform all other j 
parts of the ejiiscopal function. j 

jy*. 1. The council oj ened the king's 1 
M'ill, and found Henry had hominated six- | 
teen persons to lie executor.n, regents of j 
the kingdom, and governors to his son ; 
these were the principal officers of stati*, I 
and chiefly coasi>ted of wh.it was iuviili- ■ 
ously called by their enemies the “ new i 
r.obility both because ti.ey were jiattisans j 
of the new refoimers, and because they 
owed their sudden rise in wealth to a share 
in the spoils of the church. 

6. The earl of Hertford, uncle of the 
king, was made protector hy the executors. 
In the afternoon young Edward was intro- 
duced into the chamber of presence, where 
all the lords spiritual and temporal waited 
to receive him. Each in succession ap- 
proached the king, kissed liis hand kneel- 
ing, and said, *^ave your grace.” 

16* The funeral obseijuiei of the late 
king solemnized with great pomp and mag- 
nificence at Windsor. 

16. The lord prjtector created duke of 
.Somerset; several othera.of the coiincii • 
receive new titles, and have l^uds given ^ 
tliem out of the estates of the di ^ ivea 
monasteries, to support their new digai- \ 
ties. 

20. Edward crowned at West mi aster ; ' 
at the coronation forty knights of the Bath 
were made, and a general pardon issued at 
the same time, out of which the duke of 
Norfolk, cardinal. Foie, and lord Courtney 
were excepted. 

March 13. The protector gets his enn- 


iniNsion enlarged, and acts arbitrarily, 
without the concufreiice of the ie>t of the 
regents. 

Orders are issued for keeping a blble in 
every 'church, willi Krasmu>'s paraplirase 
on the new testament, and the book of 
homilies compiled hy C'ranmer, to be read 
in every church on Sundays and hnlidays. 

April 16. Evening jirityers higan to he 
read in Euglnsh in the king’s ch ipel. 

Popish images burnt in London, 

June. Tlie protector pioposes to invade 
Scotland. He negoti.dcs with tl.e uuir- 
dei^r.s of cardinal Bithuue, who was slain 
in revenge for having put to (hath (h'orge 
Wishart. a young and elo(|^ent pn-acluT 
among the reformers. 

Sept. 10. The Scots defeated w'lth the 
loss of 6000 men at Fiukercleugh. .A fur 
the victuiy, the prutecUir plumleuul Leitu, 
and then hastened hack to England. This 
war cost near 1 ,433,000/. 

A general visitation of the churjlws. 
Bishops Gardiner and Bonner commi'tcd 
to- the tower for ohsiructing the e'-nim;s- 
sion of vi.sifation. 

The protestants- in Germany were de- 
feated, and the elector of S.ixony and thk 
prince of Ile.sse made piisv)ners hy the 
Emperor. Several of the (fcrman diviiljis 
taking lefnge in England, were allowed 
pensions here; Fngius was made piotissur 
of Hebrew in Cambridge, and Peter Martyr 
had the divinity clraii al Oxford conferred 
on him. 

Kov. 4 Parhament met. It repealed the 
statute^ cieatiug new treasons and feh'- 
iiies of the last reign, paiticidurly tlcat 
which established the six articles. The 
chantiie-, free cfiapels, and lay guild, 
were p’acecl at the disposal of tin* cruwn, 

id thi-ir revenues w’Cre estiui.ited al -o0.k. 

Gghtem free schools were founded out ot 
the chantry lands. 

l ’)46. Att (jrder of council made again’'! 
the Romish superstition, and for lemoving 
j images out of churches. 

! MarvhXA. Tq prevent the mischiefs 
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iiig from rash preachinj^, it was enjoine' 
that none should preach without lieenci 
of the protector or the bishoj). Gardiner 
wlio had been released from imprisonment 
wastirdered to preach at Paul’s cross, bn 
his anti-reform doctrines gave offeuee) ant 
he was recommitted to the tower. 

A great plague raging in London, the 
court wag tremoved to Hatfield ; immedU 
ately after the iuwn ditch was cleansed at 
the expense of the city companies. Sir 
John Gresham, the lord-mayor, revives tiie 
march of the city watch on Midsummer 
night ; it had been disconilinued by the 
late king. 

Catherine, queen dowager to l|cnry 
VIII., married to sir Thomas Seymour, lord 
high admiral. The admiral endeavoured 
to get himself made governor to the young 
king, which occasioned a quarrel between 
him and his brother the protector. 

The Scots sent thrir queen to France, 
and iiifrodticed bOOd Freuich forces, which 
ravaged the north of Lnglaiid, and treated 
the Scots like a conquered people. 'I'liey 
imirdered the provost of Kdiuburgli and his 
sou, with great nuinliers of the common 
people. The prelector introduced a body 
of Germans into England, under pretence 
of the Scotch war, but in reality to support 
lii'i usurped authority. ^ 

The queen dowager died in chilil 

bwtli. 

IjiO. Jan. 15. The book of (’onimon 
Prayer adopted by parliament, and its ob- 
servance enforced by severe penalties. It 
was founded on the Latin missals and bre- 
viaries, and was prepared by Crannier, as- 
sisted by eighteen other hishivps; and with 
little alteration, it is still in use. The 
prfticess Mary refused to conform to the 
new liturgy. 

Jan. 19. The lord high admiral was im- 
peached and sent to the tower. 

I'vb. 19. A bill passed allowing clergy- 
nieii to marry, on the ground that it was 
a K'ss evil than coinpul.sory chastity. 

March 20. The lord high admiral was 
attainted in parliament of high trea.son, 
and beheaded, without being heai d. II IS 
greatest crime wa^ his aspiring to be at 
tile head of the, ministry, and equal, if not 
‘•‘ipt iior, to the protector. Prior to the 
death of the queen dowager, the admiral 
lud made advances to the lady Klizubeth. 
lister of the king ; and the Burghley State 
Papers contain curious particulars of his 
gallantry with the young princess. 

herd -lieutenants of counties were first 

Anabaptists come into England, who 
jk*ny the divinity of Jesus Christ, and are 

lairof. 

^//7iA 12. Joan of Kent, an anabaptist, 
**otuU!inned to be burnt. 


The protector pulled down several 
churches to build a palace, now called 
Somerset-house. * 

June 10. Insurrections in various parts 
of the country, chiefly occasioned by tJie 
increase of enclosures, the scarcity of em- 
ployment, and the introduction of the new 
worship. The new liturgy had been rea<l 
in the chiudi of Samford Courtenay in 
Devonshire, on Whit-sunday ; the next 
day the parishioners compelled the clergy- 
man to resture the ancient service. This 
was the signal for a general rising, which 
was headed by Humphrey Arundel, the 
governor of St. Michael’s umunt. 

July. The rebels besieged Exeter, and 
the inhabitants were driven to great dis- 
tress so as to eat their burses, till relieved 
>y lord Hussel, wIkv defeated them, and 
took Arundel and the mayor of B«>dmin, 
and hanged «liem. 

Jntj. In Norfolk the rising was at Ald- 
borougb, and was headed by Ket, a tanner, 
who planted his standard on the summit 
of Moushoid hill, near Norwich, erected 
lor himself a throne under a spreading 
.>ak, which lie called the oak of relonua- 
:ion,aiul establi^hed courts in imiiaiiou of 
;ho>e at Westminster. K.et's lollowers at 
one time amounted to 20,001), but they 
were put to- the rout by the earl of War- 
wick, at the head of a body of German 
horse ; about 2000 were slain, and Ket 
was hung in chains at the top of Norwich 
castle. 

Bonner, Idsbop of London, sent to the 
marsnalsea prison, wdiere he remained lill 
he king’s death, for refusing to comply 
with the rites of the church., 
llorse-gnards instituted. 

Oct. 14. The privy council and the city 
if London entercrl into measures to depose 
the protector; wbereupt>n he carrirU the 
ing with him to Wimisor, and stoisl upon 
lis def nee. but was obligetl to submit ; 
hey charged him wiih usurping sovereign 
lower, and sent him to the tower; six 
Olds were uppo iited to be the king s go- 
tMiiors, but the adininistraiioii was lodged 
•hit'Hy in the earl of Warwick, who hud 
been made lord high admiral. 

looO. Jprif. Somerset, on giving secu- 
,ity for his good belpiviour, was allowed to 
resume his seat at the council-board. 

In the parliament of this year, peers’ 
Eldest sons were first permitted to sit in the 
luse of commons, and the first jourii.d 
;pt of that house. 

The watermen's company in London 
incorporated. 

The bishopric ofWVstminstcr was uniicd 

to that of London. 

The city of London, in consideration ot 
paying into the Augmentation OlHce f)AJ 
2r., obtained a grant from ih.e king ol the 
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liberties of Southwark, and of various / /IrS, 'J, A king at arms appoiufed for 
estafes bvhngin^ to the late moausti ry of I Ireland, by the nunie of Ulster. 
Bermondsey, and sundry other j)ro])erty ir ' CartJan, tl>e iainous Itaiian physician, 
Newington, St. George’s Fields, and Lam- passed through Kngiand, on his return from 
beth marsh. Scotland: he was consiilied respecting the 

Many alterations were made in almost delicate health of Kdwurd. 
every diocese; almost all the manors be- 26. Sir Ralph Vane, sir Miles Partridge, 
longing to them were surrendered into the sir Michael Stanhope, and i^ir Thomas 
Icing's hands, and given amongst the cour- Arundel were executed, as accomplices with 
tiers, in lieu of which were bestowed worse the duke of Somerset. 


manors, and impropriated tithes. 

May 8. Commissioners were appointed 
to visit and reform the university of Ox- 
ford. 

The bible was published in Knglish, of 
Tindars translation, revised by Coverdale. 

Jun^ 29, An order of council was made 
that no bishop should henceijjirth hold any 
other benefice than hi» bishopric only. 

lo51. The council prohibit the j>rincess 
Mary having mass in her chapel; but she 
refused to comply. 

The king wanting money, a large sum 
was borrowed of Fngger and Co., bankers 
in Antwerp, the corporation of Loudon 
becoming joint security with the king for 
the payment. 

ylprii. A sweating sickness raged 
tbrougbout Eiigla; d, which carried oH 
numbers, with many of the nobility. Tl 
duke of Sutiolk and his brother died of it. | 

May 24. \ on Pannis, an eminent stir- I 
geon of Dutch extraction, burnt to death * 
for denying the divinity of Christ. 

The king founded a college at Cialway* ' 
in Ireland. j 

Oc/. 17. The duke and duchess of So- ! 
merset, with many of their friends, com- 
mitted to the tower, on a charge of con- 
spiring to imprison the king, and seiie 
the earl of Warwick, iiuw the duke of 
Northumberland. 

1552. Jan. 22. Somerset beheaded on 
Tower hill, between eight and nine o’clock 
in the morning. 

Crowns and half-crowns fii^t coined. 

The common-prayer Look was otalilished 
by act of parliament. 

Monks and nuns rendered c.;pable of 
inheriting estates. Great part ot tb.e laii.ls 
belongirifg to the bishoprics, deans, and 
chapters, seized by the inimstry. and sold 
ahd transierred to laymen. Bishop.s, who 
held tl'.eir fees tor life, were now • .diged to 
liold them fluring their good behaviour. 
Those that had any chantry land.s botovr^d 
on them at tl^i? beginning of tl ^ reign, j 
were, by the duke of jSbirth nm In .hmd, 
obliged to restore them to the cr. wn. The j 
duke also laid heavy fines on the nobility 
who were engaged in an opposite interest. 

This year the king’s debti amounted to 
:251,179 a, and commissions Wtie granted | 
to Certain pe rsons to sell part of the chantry 
lauds S>r the payment of them. 


.dpnl 6. The king fell sick of the small 
pox and measles, which brought on a con- 
.um[itiun. 

15. The p^irlianient was dissolved which 
had sat five years. 

The duke of Northumberland made 
limselt absolute, and charged lord Paget 
with several misdemeanors, had him fined 
1 bOOO/., anti the order of the garter taken 
Vom him, which he procured ibi his eldest 
lull, Arthur Dudley, earl of Warwick. 

Sterahobi trans.ated the psalms into 
Cnglish metre, afterwards pul into verse 
)y John Hopkins. 

A short catechism was published by the 
iishi>p uf Winchfster. 

The corporation of the merchants of the 
eel-yard (l»eing members of the lians 
iwns, who engrossed all the foreign tr.ide 
of Europe) was dissolved, and lureigii trade 
encj^uiaged in Eoglisli bottoms. 

load. A new pailiainent was sumtiioiii d 
to meet the first of March, ai.d the several 
coiporatiuns were reipiired to choose sueii 
!iiemlH.*rs as were nconnnended to them 
by the king's council, and the .sheriffs were 
iKpiired to return such knight.** as were 
named in the king’s letteis. 

Tliis wan such a pleiitilul year, that a 
barrel of beer with the tap was r-old for 
sixpence, and four great loaves lor one 
penoy- 

Af.riL After the ]>i orogation of ]iarliu- 
nieiit, the king was carried to Greenwich 
for his health. 

Ma'j. The duke of Noithiimberlaud 
. married his son (iuildford Dudley, to lady 
1 Jane Grey, giand-daugh er to Mary queen 
of trance, sister to Henry VllL, ami pre- 
vails on the king to setile the crown on 
lady Jane, to ihe exivlusiQu of the princesses 
i Mary and Elizabeth. The duke also pie- 

; vails oil Kdwmd to sign another commission 
j for the visitation of the chinches, by virtue 
I whereof he seized on the reinaiiidiT of 
\ th. ir plate and urnamenfs. 

Jane 15. When the jmiges were called 
ill to draw an assignment of the crown to 
Jariu Cirey, tliey refused, until threatened 
oy l)<c duke, who liad a panlori pa!»sed the 
great si al, exempting them from punish- 
ment. At length the ittliement was 
signed by all.tlie conned. 

I Edward’s disease grew woise,^nd aU 
' signs of recovery vanished; upon which 
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the duke of Northumberland advised the 
j)h] hidfiaa to be tlischnr^ed, and the kinff 
Mils coiiiniitti'i] to the curt; of an old woman 
Mt/ a. Kdward died at Greenwich, ir 
the Kith year of his a^re, and the 7th oJ 
his rv ign, and was buried at Westminster 
near the body of Henry VII., his orand 
father, with j^reat funeral pomp, and the 
iinfeijrned mournings of an affectionate 
people. The funeral charge amounted ti 
d7r>/. 

Ihe king’s yearly household expenses 
were, upon an average, 02,000/. per annum. 

He gave his palace of Bridewell to the 
city, for the lodging of jxjor travellers and 
the correction of vagabonds, ami incorpo- 
rated^ the lord-mayor tind citizens govern- 
ors of the h.ispitals of St. Banholomew, of 
Christ-church, and St. Tiionias’s in South- 
wark. 

In attempting to find out a passage to 
the Kust Indies by the north east hi the 
last year of this reign, the way to Archan- 
gel, by the ISurth Lape, was discovered hy 
captain ('unsel)or. The two other ships 
cinphiyeii with him to attempt a north-east 
jiassage, and cenunainled hy sir Hugh 
Wihoughhy the admiral, and captain Du- 
ll »rth, both jierislu'tl with their coiiunand- 
ers ami crew, on the coast of Russian Lau- 
laml. / 

Ihlward was handsome in persi n. He 
kejit, ami writ the characters of all the 
chief intMi in the nation, all the judges and 
coijsideiahle men in uflice, their way of 
living, and their zeal for religion. He stu- 
died tile business of the mint, with the 
exchange and value of money. He umler- 
stood fortification. He knew all the har- 
huurs in his dominions, as uUo in Sctdlaml 
and 1' ranee, and the depth of wui’er in 
them. He acipdred great know'leilge in 
foreign affairs. He took notes of every 
tiling he heard, which he w'rote in Greik 
dull .ii fei s, and alterwnrds copinl out in 
the journal or tliary that he k» pt : this 
journal is still pieserved, and Burmt 1ms 
transeiilied it into his History of the Re- 
loiniation. 

STATCTKS in Tjirs UP.UIN, 

^ Edw. yi. c. 3. Kiiactfd, that all beg- 

g'lis and idle people should be .slave.s to 
t lose that apprehend them, unless they 
were iinjiotent ; and clerks cmivict were to 
slaves to tho.se ihat should take them 
ninl the niaster.s of such slaves were 
a lowed to put iior^ collars about th*ir 
I'ccks ; hut this law was repealed by 3 & 
Edvv. VJ. cap. l(i. ^ 

. An act passed, to confirm the one passed 
111 , granting 2374 chantries 

“ other religious foundatioas, for the use 
hu with a reserve of pensions to 

Pwd to the discarded iucuiilbeiits. 


Cap. 7. The kiug*8 death not to discon- 
tinue any suit. 

Cap. 13. Tonnage and poundage, with 
the duties on wool and leather, wliich had 
been granted to Henry VII. and Henry 
yill., were granted to the king for life, 
for the guard of the seas. 

2 Kdw. cap. 3. King’s purveyors to 
take no provisions for the use of his high- 
ness, without the consent of the owners. 

‘2 & 3 Kdw. cap. 1.^). Punishes work- 
people for comhining to fix the hours 
of labour, or the quantity of work. It is 
:he first statute relative to combinations of 
workmen. 

Cap. 24. Where a person was woiiiuled 
or poisoned in one county, and died in 
another, the naurderer might be tried where 
the party died. 

Cap. 23. Benefit of clergy taken from 
lorse-htealers. 

5 & 6 Kdw. cap. 9. Benefit of clergy 
taken from boiise-lueakers. 

Punishments are infiicted on forestallers, 

■graters, ami iiigrtjssers of corn. 

Cap. Ifi. Restrains buying and selling 
»f puUlic offices. 

Cap. Sh. Ale-house keepers are lequired 
to t.ike licences, and enter into lecogni 
ninces to ke»-p good oider in their houses. 

In fi K<hvard, a subsidy of two tenths 
and two fifteenth'i, to be paid in two years. 

Twenty thousand pounds weight oV hul- 
doii was appointeil to he so alloyed, that 
the king might gain thereby 220,00(1/. 

7 Kdw. cap. 5. !No person to sell the 
wines of Gascony for more than two-) eiice 
a quart, nor the wines of Rochelle, or any 
other French wine, for more than three-pence 
a quart ; and the number of taverns and 
wine-cellars in Luiulon, ^e^trained to forty, 

STATK OK -VCIKICL I.TI KK. 

Complaints were very geiieial in this and 
:he two preceding reigns of tl:e cuccy of 
ilhige husbandry, and of p'Ojmhitioii. Both 
hese had prohafly their origin in tl'.e pie- 
:eding period of civil war, in the transition 
roiii slave to free labour, and in the growth 
if the woidlen maiuifacinre. The hv>nils- 
iien, so numerous formerly, were either de- 
itroved in battle, emaiicii[)iited lor ttieir ser- 
vices, or imabled, by the fieqneiit flnctn.iiiori 
,d pru|X’rty, to regain their freedom. Pn»i'n 
e<or» were obl'ge 1 to convert info pasfur.ige 
lho.se ilomains which their .slaves .iml cot- 
tagers had formerly ciiltivate<l ; and while 
the estates of either p.arty were altt rimfely 
wasted, it was soon discoverid tluit flocks 
and herds were belter adapted than the 
produce of ngricnlturt* to such unsettled 

Hines. They might be rein ’ "'tl» -ase 

III -the invasion of an enemy, or dis\ d of 
secretly, if the pro)rietor iovolveil in 

the misfortunes of his party. Inclosures 
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Avere multipUed, demesne lands were ex- 
tended, till the farms of the husbandmen 
were appropriated to pasture ; their houses 
were demolished or permitted to decay, 
while a few herdsmen supplanted the yeo- 
men, and occupied, by means of enclosures, 
the largest estates. Restrictions on the 
exportation of grain, and the increasing 
consumption of wool, operated still further 
to the discouragement of agriculture. By 
the refinement of Europe in taste and dress, 
the manufacture of cloth was encouraged, 
and although the manufactures of England 
were now considerable, those of the Ne- 
therlands were still supported by large ex- 
portations that increased the demand, and 
etihaneed the price of English wool. A sys- 
tem of management, lucrative but injuri- 
ous, was thus introducell ; lucrative to land- 
hnlders, hut injurious to rural industry. 

The system was severely felt in its con- 
serpietices ; in the beggary and diminished 
jiopulation of the peasantry. Hamlets 
were ruined by oppressive encroachments ; 
townships and villages of a hundred fami- 
lies were reduced to. thirty, sometimes to 
ten. Some were desolate, demolished by 


the avarice of the proprietors, others were 
occupied by a shepherd and his dog. 
The rage for sheep-farming continued 
during the whole of the reigns of Henry 
VII., and his immediate successor. In 
the reign of Elizabeth, the arable lands 
in culture were estimated at only one- 
fourth part of the kingdom. The preamble 
to a stcatute of Henry VIII. (25 Hen. c. l.'l) 
expatiates on the miseries inflicted on the 
poor by the increase of sheep, and exteivsion 
of pasture land. The flocks of individu- 
als, which sometimes exceeded and often 
amounted to 20,000 sheep, were restricted 
to 2000 ; an inadequate remedy, frustrated 
ajiparently by the partial exception of he- 
reditary landholders. It was not, however, 
within the power of legislation to correct 
the evil. An improved cultivation was re- 
served for a future period, when persecu- 
tions drove out manufactvrres from the 
Netherlands ; when the exportation of 
English wool subsided, and its price dimi- 
nished, the landowner, disappointed of his 
former high profits, discovered the advan- 
tage of resuming the plough, and again 
subjecting bis pastures to cultivation. 


MARY, A.D. 1553 to 1558. 

The partisans of the conflicting religions were so nearly balanced, that the 
prepossessions of the sovereign were sufllcient to give to cither the ascen- 
dency. In the last reign, the reformed worship was the favoured religion ; 
in the present, Catholicism bore sway, and in that which succeeded Protest- 
antism again recovered its supremacy. Unfortunately, moderation was not a 
virtue of either papists or protestants in the sixteenth century. Compulsion 
was the accredited mode of conversion in the reigns of both Edward and 
Elizabeth, though the terrible ordeal of fire was more sparingly used than 
in that of their weak, unaniiable, and bigoted sister. 

Mary, it has been observed, (Mac. I list. v. ii. 342,) is a conspicuous 
example of the fatal effect of errors in rulers ; for to error, the greatest part 
of the misery caused by her must be ascribed. The stock was sour, and 
perhaps no culture could have ingrafted tenderness and gentleness upon 
it. She adhered to her principles — she acted agreeably to her conscience ; 
but her principles were perverted and her conscience misguided by false 
notions of the power of sovereigns and of laws over religious opinions. A 
right judgment on that single (piestion would have changed the character of 
her administration, and varied the impression made on posterity by the 
history of her reign. 

Unfortunately, she lived before philosophers had begun zealously to incul- 
cate the wisdom of toleration to all religions, and to show that, though force 
may cause hypoc^i8y^ it cannot produce conviction. Mary only practised 
what Craiimer, cardinal Pole, Charles Y., and the most distingxiished men 
of her time, taught. It was her misfortune, rather than her fault, that she 
was not more enlightened than the wisest of her contmiporaries. 

The cruelties in England were inconsiderable compared with those 
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perpetrated on the continent. Grotius computes that from the edict of 
Charles V. to 1588, 100,000 persons had been hanged, beheaded, burned, 
and buried aUve in the Netherlands, on account of religion. Torqviemada, 
the first inquisitor general, in Spain, in the eighteenth year of his adminis - 
tration, committed to the flames more than 10,000 victims. (Llorente, i. 
280.) To these must be added more than 90,000 persons condemned to 
the punishments which were called secondary — infamy, confiscation, per- 
petual imprisonment. 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1553. Mary, only daughter of Henry. 
VIII., by Catharine of Spain, was the pre- 
sumptive heir to the crown, but the duke j 
of Northumberland had prevadeji upon the 
late king to set aside his two sisters, the 
])rince8St*8 Mary and Elizabeth, and alter 
the succes'.iou \ii favour of lady Jane Grey, 
Ins half-cousin, and dau;j:hter in-law of 
Nurthiimberlaiid. Edward’s death was 
kept secret from the public two days, but 
the earl of Arundel, a concealed catholic 
and mumher of the council, apprized Mary 
by a note of the event the same night, and 
of tlie conspiracy formed against her ac- 
cosion. Mary immediately withdrew to 
FrauiUiigham castle, in Sufliilk, assumed 
the title of queen, and was proclaimed in 
tlie city of Norwich. She lelt nothing un- 
done to support her right, and held out a 
h()|)e that shu would not disturb the esta- 
hh.>hed religion. Many of Northumber- 
land's party deserted him, but he sent the 
earl of Suth-lk with 8000 men against 
Mary , tire earl advanced as far as Hury. 
Noiihiimherland joined him, and finding 
the drsertion, wrote to the council, who as- 
sembled under pretence of raising more men, 
hut st!veral agreed to retuin to their allegi- 
ance, and proclaim Mary queen. The Tower 
gates were thrown open, and lady Jane re 
signed the ensigns of royalty, which she 
had ^Hissessed only nine days, as will be 
seen from the date of the chief occur- 
rence's, 

Ju/y 10. The council proclaimed th 
lady Jane (Jrey queen ; a vintner's txjy ex- 
pressed Ins dissent, and next day paid the 
forfeit of his temerily in the pillory, and 
the loss of his ears. Lady Jane was only 
sixteen years of age when made the in- 
strument of Northiimlierlaiid’.s ambition ; 
an<l many virtues and accomplishments 
have been ascribed to her, hardly consist- 
ent with her youth and inexperience. 

10. Ridley, bishop of London, preaches 
befoi© the lord-mayor and a numerous as- 
semblage, in favour of lady Jane’s title. 

1^3. riui earls of Arundel and Pembroki , 
accompanied with the lord-mayor, recorder, 
and several aldermen, proclaimed Mary 
^neen at St. Paul’s cross, amidst acclama- 


tions which drowned the voice of the he- 
•alds. Te Deum was sung in the cathe- 
iral; beer, wine, and money were, distri- 
lUted among the people ; and the night 
/as ushered in with' bonfires, illuminations 
nd other demonstrations of public joy. 

‘28. The duke of Svjffulk and his davigU- 
:er, the lady Jane Grey, and lord Dudley 
ler husband, are committed to tlie Tower ; 
•lit Suffolk was liberated in a few days, as 
were the old duke of Norfolk, Edward 
Courtney, afterwards earl of Devonshire, 
and the bishops Bonner and Gardiner. 

31. The queen orders a dole of eight 
[leiice to be distributed to every poor house- 
lolder in the city. 

Tiie county of Suffolk addressed 
he queen ; the deputies were ill received, 
and Thomas Cobb, who spoke very freely, 
was set in the pillory. 

Judge Hales was thrown into the Mar. 
shalsea, for charging the justices of Kent 
to conform to the laws of Eilward not yet 
repealed ; he was afterwards removed to 
the Counter and Fleet, where he endea. 
voured to kill himself. He. was set at liber 
ty, and some lime after drowned himself. 

3. The queen makes her public 
ntry into London with her sister Eliza- 
beth. 

12. Bishop Gardiner was made lord 
chancellor, and the duke of Norfolk lord 
high steward, for the trial of the duke of 
Northumberland and his sons. 

13, Bonner's chaplain preached a ser- 
mon at St. Paur.s, and abused tlie ad- 
ministration of Edward, whereupon the 
people much abused iiiui ; but he was res- 
cued by two protectant ministers. 

18. The late king’s funeral was solem- 
nized at Westminster. The queen liad a 
solemn service performed in her own cliapel, 
with all the ceremonies of the church of 
Rome. 

Northumberland and his associates tried 
and convicted in the court of the lord 
steward. 

‘22. Northumberland executed with Sii 
John Gates and sir Thoma'i P.ilmer. 

The queen prohibited all persons to 
preach without her special licence. 



!34 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


The reformed, who were foreigners, were 
allowed to leave the kingdom. 

S^pt. 28. 1 he (|ueen made rifteen knights 
of tile bath, and ninety knights of the 
garter. 

Oct, 1. The queen was crowned at West- 
minster ; on the same day a general pardon 
was proclaimed, with the exce])tion by Ucime 
of sixty individuals, chiefly protestants. 

The queen borrowed 20,000/. of the city 
of London. 

Two bishops were excluded the house, 
Drs. Taylor and Harley, lor not kneeling 
at the mass, whicn w,.s celebrate<l belore 
the two liouses, accompanied uith all the 
rites and cerv monies of the Popish church. 

Tli(f queen restored the tifieentiis and 
tentiis which were gjjaiited the crown in 
the hist pailiament, and promised to pay 
both her father’s and her brothe;'s debts. 

2. The earl of Sussex, who had been 
the queen's general, obtained the honour 
of being covered in her presence. 

4. The archbishop of York was sent to 
the Tower, and the bishop of Kxeter was 
restoreil. 

5. A new parliament assembled; the 
elections had been so influenced by tlie 
court, that few prot« stants were chosen. , 
The protestaut bishojis were excUnled the j 
upper liouse, and an act j as^ed tleclaring ‘ 
that 110 Cdfence should be deemed high 
treason wViich w'as not so l>\ the 25 th ot 
Kdward HI., or any crime adjudgeil felony, 
or a premunire, but what were so befuie 
the reign of Hen I) VI 11. 

21. Parliament prorogued for three day.s. 

Alary publiahed a declaration, with li- 
berty of ctmscieiice in atfnirs of religion ; 
and an act to declare all writ ngs snunld 
be valid, thwugh d-ited in the reign of tlie 
late usurper Jane (hey. Another act pro- 
hibits the disturbing of piies's at mass, and 
the breaking of iin.iges. 

By a private act the attainder of the 
marchioness of Kxeter was rc\er.sed, and 
her son the earl of Devonshire restoied to 
all his honours: the queen had fixed her 
eye upon the earl as her hushand, hut hi.^ 
irredeemalde dissoluteness frustrated lier 
intention. 

A'ov. 3. Archhi.shop Cranmer, (t uildford, 
Dudley, and hi.s wife lady Jane G; y, were 
condemned for high tiea.son. 

8. An act abolishing the lebyrmtd 
liturgy of Cranmer, w hicli Kdwan! . purlia- j 
ment attributed to the inspiraliou of the • 
Holy Ghost, and enjoining that .s ch lonris 
of worship and of sacrament be revived as 
were used in tlie last year of llemy VUl. 

A convocation was held, and tiansuh- 
stantialion established. A disjiutt* upon it 
between the popish and protest, ml cleigy. 

1554. Jan. A treaty of marriage being 
set on foot between queen Mary, and prince 


Philip the emperor’s son, heir to tlie crown 
of Spain, the parliament addressed the 
.'ueeii not to marry a foreigner, whereupon 
they were dissolved; but the emperor, at 
the instance of bislvop Ganliner, sent over 
1,200,000 crowns (400,000/. English), to 
be employed in softening the hostility of 
the lords and commons to the match, and 
‘‘the firj.t instance,’* Burnet says, ‘*of any 
rumour of the corruption of p.irliameni.” 

Twelve articles were agreed on with the 
emperor’s ministers, whereby Philip was to 
have the tide of king of England, and the 
issue c/f this marriage were to enjoy their 
mother's dominion.s, wiili Burgundy and 
tl/e 1a)W (atuntries ; and if the aicliduke 
Charles Pliili[j’s son by a former wife, 
should die without issue, then the issue of 
this match should enjoy the Spanish do- 
minions : that the queen should have the 
disposal of all offices, ernplo}mcnts and 
n vemies in this kingdom, and only natives 
shoiilil be employed here : that if the ipieeii 
died Hist, Philip should lay no claim to 
this crown ; that England should never be 
engaged in any wars with France on ac- 
count of Spain, and that a jointure of 
60.000/., secured on landed projierty in 
Spain and the Netheilaiuls, should be 
settleil on the queen. 

Tlie inerchant.H of the Sleel-yard being 
Germans were liccMised to revive tlnir 
traffic again in Famdiui, in complai>ai]c»‘ to 
the emperor. 

Feb. 2. Tlie queen makes a spirited ad- 
dress to the citizens at (iiiildhall. 

The nation in general was disgusted 
with the Spanish iiiatcli, wliich at length 
occasioned an insuirecti<in of the Kentish 
men under ssir Thomas W\at, who entered 
London, but was defeated, aiul yieldeil 
himself prisoner. 

12. Laiiy Jane Grey and her hiis- 
baiui, lord Dudley, executed; the former 
privately in the Tower, the latter on Towei- 
hi.l. Lord Suffulk. the lather of l.idy Jane, 
having been I etrayed by a duineslic, was 
exeeultMl on the 23rd of Feliruary. Ed- 
teen gallowses were erected on the 12th, 
am. it was called fiiuck Monday. 

The earl of Dcvon.'thire and tlie princess 
Eliz beth were implicated in Wyatts coii- 
^jiiracy, 

Brett, the commander of the city trained 
bands, wiiu bail deserteil to Wyat, and 
fifty-eight m<>ie were hanged. Six hiui- 
i.red of the meaner sort concerned in the 
lehcUion were brought before the palace 
at Whitehall, with halters about their 
neck'', and, ujion making proper subiius- 
sioii, received their pardon from the queen 
ill j)risun : of all who were tried, none 
es-‘:ipod being condemned, except *1111 N'cu 
las Throgmorton, which was owing to 
spirit upon the trial ; his calling upon thu 
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court to produce any one overt act of the 
treason he was indicted upon ; no proofs 
ap{>eaiin^ against him, tlie Jury hrou^lit 
him in not guil'y. Uj)oii wli.ch the attor- 
ney-p:eoeral bound the jury over, prose- 
cuted, and severely fined them, according 
to usages then of undoubted legality. 

March A. The ([ueen ordered the t)is)iops 
to visit tlu ir dioceses, and gave the cliau- 
cellor a particular onler to ])urgf the churcii 
of all inariied bisliops and priests; u]>on 
which seven bishops were deprived, ami of 
the inferior clergy, out of l(i,U(lO then in 
England, the greater pa:t were turned out 
lor iiaving v\ive8. 

Mass was publicly restored, with the 
liturgy iiscMf ill the end of Henry Vlll.'.s 
reif^n. Craumer, Ridley, and Latimer were 
excommunicated. 

April 1 1. The brave sir Thomas Wyat 
beheaded, who acipiifted the \)iincess Kli- 
zabeth and the earl of JA'Vonsbiie with his 
last breath. 

The p.iiliament met, and enacted that 
the regal ]>ovier was vested in the queen, 
as m the kings her predi-cessor.s. Some 
doubtid of it, she being tiu* first queen 
regnant that had sat on tiie throne of Kng- 
land,utdess tlie empress Maud be reckoned 
among our nu>uarcli*i. 

1-1. The convocation sent doan a grom- 
mittce of their members to Oxioid, to 
liispute witli archbishop Cranmer, and the 
btshop.s Ridley and l^atimei, wli i were 
taken out of prison, and sent thither for 
that purpose ; and the di'-pute wa.s no 
Sooner over, Imt the convocation summoned 
those bish 'ps to appear, and reiioonce the 
errors they had mamtamed at Oxford, and 
on tlieir refu-xal, condemned them as obsti- 
nate heretics. 

Miy ID. The princess Klizabeth, who 
had been imprisoiieil on ace u .t of Wyat’s 
iiiMiriCction, vwis leleased Ironi the Tower, 
and sent to Woodsiock, under sir Ilemy 
Rediiiglitbl. 

July r.l. J^rinco Pbilij) arrived in Eng- 
biiid, and was married to the queen at 
Winchester, the ^5111. Philip brought ovrr 
with iniii t w'eiity-seveii i bests, each foity 
incJies long, fil.eil with bolhon, nineiy-nine 
hor.se loads aii<l two cart loads ofgool and 
silver, vihieh infused fresh zeal tor the , 
queen’s inteiest, uiul those ilevoted to her 
and Ganlnier's doctrine. Piii.ip was in 
llic twenty-ninth, Mary in the thirty eighth 
year of her age. 

AuyAL The king and quetm made their 
entry into the city of London. 

Aoe. l‘i. Pailiament met, and appeared 
devoted to Philip They passed an act re- 
versing cardinal Pole's attainder, who came 
tu Knglaiid, and in iuU puiluuiieiit recon- 
viWd the nation to the see ol Home. Alsii 
»nacl passed for re|)ealing all laws that had 


been made to the prejudice of the pope’s au- 
thority, provided that all bishoprics, cathe- 
dral churcbes and colleges should remain in 
t.'ieir ])resejit state ; and that the late alte- 
rations of the lands and goods of the 
church should be confirmed to tlie present 
possessors. It was further enacted, that the 
queen’s title of supreme head of tlie churrli 
should be omitteil. The laws against Lol- 
lards and heretic.s were revived, and the 
statires of mortmain repealed. The con 
sp ring king Piiidp’s death W’as made 
treason, and the praying that God would 
touch the queen’s heart and turn her Ifom 
idolatry, was made felony. I’lie qtueii was 
supposed to he pregnant, and several nev/ 
forms of prayer were put fortii for her happy 
delivery. 

1555. Ambassltdors were sent to the 
pope, who refused them audience, becausji 
the queen had taken thi; title of queen of 
Ireland witho ut bis leave. 

Those persons wlio had seized the plate 
.and etfecis of the church were cal.ed to a 
.severe account, and forced to purchase 
their pardons witli large sums. 

Jan. 28. l.’ouit for the trial of heretics 
opened, Gardiner presiding as chancellor, 
assisted by thirteen other bishops, and at- 
tended by a ciowil of lords and knights. 

Feb. -1. John Rogers, a clergyman of 
Essex and jirebcndary of St. Paurs, and 
the first martyr of this rtdgn, burnt in 
Sinithfield. \> ithin five days after, I ishop 
1 Hooper was burnt at Gloucester ; Saundeis, 

I rector of Allhallows. London, at Coventry ; 
j and Taylor, rector of liadleigh, was burnt 
there. An equal constanev was displ.iveil 
by each ; tiiey all refused p.irdon at the 
st.ike t>n ciinilition ol recantation. 

( oaches first used in England, 
j March. The queen restored the ebnreh- 
: land.s in her possi ssiun. 

] The )>o| 0 elected Ireland into a king- 
1 iloin, and ilemanced the ivstilution of tiu* 
i L'oods of the church, and the payment of 
i IVtei-pence, 

Any. 2!h I'hilip grew weary of his hy 
poclu.ndnacal ipieen. and went to I'bviub i>. 
! Orf. ir>. Rid ey. the most moderate, and 
Latimer, (he most frank ami fearless »»t 
j firofestaiit idsliops, were bnrnt at Oxford. 
To shorten their siitrerings. bacs of gun- 
powder were suspended liom their neck.s. 

2,*). Charles V . resigns the greatest mo- 
narchy in tlie World to his son I'^ldlip, to 
hide himself in the seclusion of a Spanish 
monastery. The emperor wept at the cere- 
mony, which took place at Hmsseis. 

The Russian company incorporated. 

Abe. 12. Rishop Gaidiiu r die.s. leaving 
his property to the queen, on eoiidnuju i»t 
paying his debts, and provivling tor his 
servants. 

1550. Archbishop Cranmer recanted, in 
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hopes of life, but was afterwards burnt at 
Oxford, in front of Baliol college, on March 
‘Jiul ; and the same clay cardinal Pole was 
made archbishop of Canterliury. A very 
severe persecution followed, in which about 
300 protestaiits were burnt, and great 
numbers perished in prison, and by other 
hardships. Among tl)ose who sufl'ered by 
fire, were five bishops, twenty-one clergy- 
men, eight laymen, eighty-four liusband- 
men, servants and labourers, foity-five 
women and four children. The accounts 
of the number of sufferers vary a little. 
Burnet’s table is: — 

1555. Burnt . . 7*2 

1556. do. • . • 04 

1557. do. . . 79 

1558. do. from Feb. to Sept. 39 

284 

An average of 71 a year; more than dou- 
ble the number now annually executed for 
every description of capital offence ! 

U he cpieen ri*paired the old monasteries 
anderecttd several new ones, and erased 
some things out of the records which hud 
beend iue by Henry Vlll. against the pope. 

St, John Baptist’s college, in Oxford, 
founded by sir Thomas White, alderman 
of London. 

1557. The English enter into an alli- 
ance with Spain against F'rance, and the 
tpieeii sent over 3000 men to the assistance 
of the Spaniaids in the liOW Ccaintries, un- 
der the command of the earl of Pembroke. 

The queen granted a commi^sion, tend- 
ing to erect an inquisition, which was fol- 
lowed by a persecution, in wlucli seventy- 
nine ])rotestants perished. 

March 6. Lord Stourtoa liiing at Salis- 
bury in a halter of silk, fur the murder of 
two persons named Ilargill, in his own 
house, to which he had basely lured them 
for the purpijse. 

20. Pliilip arrived in England, and re- 
turned to Bruvsels, July 7. 

Ma^ ]. The first commercial treaty con- 
cluded with Kussia. 

June 7. \Vi\T declared against France. 

Stalford was sent over to England by 
the F'rench with a hanrlful of men ; he sur- 
prised Scarborough, but was defe«it* d and 
beheaded; thne of his accomplices were 
hung at Tyburn. 

July 15. A great scarcity of com , wheat 
was sold for 2/. 13«. 4d. ; malt at 2/. 4*. ; 
and pease at 2/. C>t. 8<i. Iminediutely alter 
the harvest, wheat lell to 5«. the quaiter. 

The emperor of Russia sent an embassy 
into England, to settle a trade with tiial 
empire. It was received at 'rottenham by 
the merchants of London trading to Mus- 
covy, riding in velvet coats with chains of 


gold ; they bore all the expenses of the 
embassy during its stay in England. 

1558. Jan, 7. Calais surrendercnl to 
the French, after it liad been in the pos 
session of the English above 210 years. 

Tlie staple of wool removed to Bruges. 

A proclamation was jniblished prohii)it- 
ing the importation of heri-tical hooks ; 
and it was forbidden to pray for heretics 
at their execution ; whoever were ])os- 
.ses»ed of any heretical books and did not 
burn them without reading, should be 
esteemed rebels, and be executed. F’lve 
persons were burned at Canterbury, part 
of thirty-nine that suffered this year for 
religion. 

Sept. 20. The emperor Charles V. ex- 
pires at his seclusion in Estremadura ; 
having two days before added a codicil to 
his will, exhorting his sou to inflict severe 
punishment on herttics, and cuutiuning 
him on the danger of di>piiting with them. 

17. The queen of England died of 
dropsy, leaving no issue, in the forty-third 
year of her age, and the sixth year of her 
reign, and was buried (Bee. 13), in Henry 
chapel, with great piunp. The 
bishop of Winchester preached the funeral 
sermon, praising the late reign, and la- 
mented the pie>ent state with such free- 
doi»^ that he was appnheuded and con- 
fiiieil. The death of Mary was followed 
next day by that of her relation, cardinal 
Pole, an exemplary character, who lacked 
only the virtue of toleration. His death 
was ascribed to a nuilignant fever then 
prevailing, which carried off great num- 
bers ; am.ong others, twelve bishops and 
seven aldermen of London. 

ACTS PASSKD IN THIS HlilGN. 

1 Mary, cap. 5. Declares to what actions 
the statute of limitations shall extend. 

Cap. 6. Counterfeiting foreign coin 
made current here, or the king’s sign ma- 
nual, or privy seal, made high treason. 

Cap 7. No justice of peace to exercise 
that office wliile he is shfriff! 

(•ap. 9. Confirms and enlarges tlie privi- 
leges of the college of physicians in London. 

1 it 2 Phil, and Mary, cap, 4. It is 
made felony without clergy for persons 
calling themselves Egyptians to remain in 
the kingdom. 

(’ap. 7. No person who is notan inha- 
liitani shall sell goods by retail, in any 
town corporate, or market town, unless in 
open fairs. 

('ap. 12. Distresses shall he impouiuled 
togi-ther in the hundred where taken, and 
four deputies shall he appointed by the 
sheriff lu take replevies, 

flap. 13. Two j^l^t^ces, yi/wrwwi 
empowered to bail persons apprehended 
for felony. 
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2 & 3 Phil, and Mary, cap. 7. Horses 
sold in iHirn shall be tolled. 

Cup. 8. All persons are made charge 
able to the repairs of the highways. 

Cap. 10. Justices of peace are requiret 
to take examination of felons in writing, 
and bind the witnesses over to give evi 
dencc. 

4 & 5 Phil, and Mary, cap. 2. Per- 
sons conveying away a woman child under 
sixteen years of age, from her parents or 
guardians, shall be fined and imprisoned 
two years ; and if they shall marry or de- 
flcvver such child, they shall sutler five 
years* iinprisuiuiieiit. And if such young 
woman shall voluntarily contract matri- 
inouy, without the consent of her parents 
or guardians, her estate shall go to her 
next of kin. 

4 & 5 Phil, and Mary, cap. 4. The 
beiieht of clergy is taken away from ac- 
cessaries in treason, felony and murder, 
before tlie fact. 

Cap. 7. A tale is given where a full 
jury does not appear. 

ir>‘)6. The queen demanded a loan of 
00,000/. from one thousand pt‘rsun.s ; she 
exacted a loan of 100/. from every person 
po,>sessing 20/. per annum ; she extorted 
()0, 000 marks from seven thousand yeomen, 
and exacted 30,000/. from the cloth ni?r- 
cliarits trading to .Antwerp, and upon re- 
fii.sal seized on their sliips and cargue.s, 
laying upon each piece of cloth a subsidy 
of twenty shillings; to get this duty abo- 
lished, they paid her 40,000/. and engaged 
fur 2000/. more, payable in a month. 

TiiK fSKFui. arts. A.D. 1483 to 1558. 

The tranquillity which followed the ac- 
cession of tile Tudors was favourable to 
the progreh.H of the ii.seful arts. Among 
them horticulture claims attention. Dur- 
ing the distraciion.H of the civil wars, 
gardening h id been much neglected, but 
now it was pro>ecnted with more assiduity 
and with such success, that to this period 
iias been a.scrihed the introdnction of the 
chief fruits and vegetables. But it was 
the kitchen, not the pleasure garden, that 
was cuiti\ ated, and it was to raise or ex- 
tend the cnltuie of ihe esculent herbs and 
Iriiits newly introduced, us salads, cab- 
ha; ;es, turnips, apricots, melons, and cur- , 
rants, that the efforts of the gardener were 
directed. The pleasure garden was re- 
served for Klizabeth's reign, when a square 
parterre was enclosed with walls, scooped 
into fountains, and heaved into terraces. 
Ihe parks, which were numerous and \h- 
tnViiir to this country, formed the pleasure 
grounds ut the nobility and prelacy. 

Ihe culture of hops was either intru- 

uced or revived, and flax was attempted, 


1653 to 1558. 

but without success. Artificial grasses for 
winter provender were unknown, but the 
breed of horses was sedulously cultivated, 
chiefly to grace the splendid pageants and 
tournaments, in which Henry Vlll. de- 
lighted, and bear the heavy panoply with 
which both ihe knight and his cruiser were 
invested. Curious statutes were enacted 
allotting for deer parks a certain propor- 
tion of breeding mares ; and enjoining, 
not the prelates and unbles only, but thuse 
who'.e wives wore velvet bonnets, to have 
stallions of a certain size for their saddV. 
The legal standard was fifteen hands in 
horses, thirteen in mares, and “ unlikely 
tits” were without distinction consigned 
to destruction. (27 Hen. 8, c. 0.) Asses 
appear not to have* been propagated in 
Kngland till a subsequent period. 

The style of akciutectl'ue was changed, 
but can hardly be said to have been im- 
proved. 'I'he ornamental Gothic, which 
had superseded the simplicity of the Saxon 
architecture, gave way to the florid. In 
this st)le Henry Vll. built several 
churches in Somersetsliire, and that splen- 
did monument of Ids taste, the chapel, 
which bears his name, in Westminster, 
Whitehall, Nonsuch, and Hainpton-court 
were erected, the former by Henry Vlll., 
and the last by Wolsey, in the florid 
style. Whitehall and Nonsuch have pe- 
rished, and tlie stately example of Wol- 
sey’s magnificence has experienced great 
vicissituaes, Cirotius thought so higliiy 
of lliimpton-court, that he considered it a 
residence more “ befitting a god than a 
king ; ” though its present inmates do 
not, we believe, aspire to either distinc- 
tion. 

The example set by the monarch and 
his minister tempted the nobility to aban- 
don their dungeon retreats, and seek man- 
ions of greater elegance and convenience. 
They removed the martial fronts of their 
castles, and endeavoured to render them 
more agreeable and commodious. But the 
spirit of impiovement did nut extend 
■wer. The houses of gentlemen continued 
sordid; the huts of the peasantry, poor 
and wretched. The former were thatched 
lildings composed of wood ; the latter 
were slight frames prepared in the forest, 
and coveieil with clay. In cities, the 
louses were consiructetl mostly of the same 
iiaterials; fur biicks were still too costly 
dr general use, and the stories seem to 
lave projected forward as they rose in 
leight, intercepting the sunshine mid air 
from the street beneath. It is to this, and 
the dirty and slovenly haVnis of the people, 

Krasmus ascribes the irequent plagues in 
England. “ The floors, ' says he, “ are 
commonly of clay, strewed with rushes, 
under which lie unniolcsted an ancient 



138 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


collection of beer, f^rcase, fragments, bones, 
spittle, excrements of dogs and cats, ainl 
every thing that is nasty.’’ 'i’he luxury 
of a chimney to the iiouses in consider- 
able towns was unknown. The tire was 
kindled by the wall, and the smoko escaped 
through the roof, door, or lattice. 

The iHMiple slept on straw pallets with 
logs of wood for jiillows, and almost all the 
furniture and uteinsils were of wood. In 
the Nonhumherland family, tieeii, or 
wooilen plates, were u^ed, except on so- 
lemn fest.vals, when pewter vessels were 
hired. But this must have been an excep- 
tion, as the tables of most citi^cns were 
now provided with spoons, cujis, ainl a salt- 
cell.ir of silver. Tliose of a liigher spheie 
aiiected a greater paofnsion ot plate, and 
the quantity accmnulateil by c.iriunal \\ ol- 
sey on the occasion of the entertainment 
he gave to the French ambassadors at 
Harnpton-coui't, excites astonishment. 
Exclusive of the service on tlie tables, two 
cupboards, extending across the banquet 
rooms, were piled to the top with plate, and 
illuminated. Two hundied and eighty 
beds Were provided f<»r the guests. “ hveiy 
chamber,” says .S’owe. *• had a basin aim 
an ewer of silver, a gieat livery pot of sil- : 
ver, and some gilt ; yea, and s« me cham- 
bers had two livery jiot with id | 

beer ; a silver candle- tii k liaving in it two | 
sizes.” Although the wealth and splendour 
of the cardinal were so pre-eminent as to 
be no criterion of those of lus contempora- 
ries, yet tnere cannot he any doubt that 
plate was now often found in private 
houses; and in the maniifaciuro of pewter, 
English workmen were so famous, that 
they were prot.ilr.tcd, by statute, from quit- 
ting the realm, or iinpaituig their mystery 
to loreign apprentices. Laiving, L’lldiug, 
embriiioery, the making of ciucks, and 
other metallic arts, had he*"n practised ii 
monasteries, and their sup| ressiun gave 
more widely to the \iul;.:e an usefid body 
of artisans. 

MANNERS COSTUME IlIKl. 

The manners of a people may be Kurnt 
from their education, which was extremely 
defective. Before the Refoiination, young 
men were e<lucated in im)na.stc .t s. w»»- 
nien in nuuneru-s, where the hitter were 
instructed lu writing, drawing, c nfe^’ti- 
onary, needle- work, and, what ^ lo then 
regarded female accomplishments, w. phy- 
sic and surgery. The a quisit;- ns of men 
vere confined to writing, and a tincture, 
probably, of Siarbarous Latin ; tint ignorance 
was K» pievaleni, that Fitzherhert recom- 
mends to gentlemen unable to coiniuii 
notes to waiting, the j raclice of notching a 
stick to assist their meinoiies. V\ hen re- 
moved from these seminaries, the severe 


and formal manners of domestic life pre- 
cluded further improvement. A haughty 
re-erve was aliecied by the old, and an 
al'ject deference exacted from the young. 
Sons, when arrived at manhood, are repre- 
setited as standing uncovered and silent 
in tiieir fathers* presence ; and daughters, 
though women, were jilaced like statues 
at the cupboard ; nor permitted to sit or 
repose ttiemselve.s, otherwise than by 
kneeling on a cushion till their uioiheis 
departed. Omissions were punisheil liy 
stripes and blows, and chastisement was 
cairied to such excess, that tlie daughters 
trembled at the sight of their mother, and 
the sous avoidt'd and hated their fatiier. 
JJe/t, ihst. xii. 3'>3. 

The cosTi MH of the wealthy, and in 
most part the clotliing of the poor, were 
siipphetl li-om abroad. Silks, velvets, aiul 
cloth of gold were imposed from Italy; 
coarse lustians from Flanders, of a texture 
.so durable that the doublet lasted for two 
yeais. The home niaiiufaetores were 
w'ooilens ; cottons occur in tlie statute, 
book (21 Hen. 8. cap. 14), but Dr. Hi nrv 
tliinks the term applied to a species of 
woollens ; lor linen, even the coarsest 
dowla.'i was derived from Flanders. Hats 
had long been imported, and a coarse ina- 
itofacture of felt iiats was establibheil 
London, after the accession of He 
VTII. 

The dress of the nobility during the 
reign of Henry \1L reiulered it lather 
difficult to distinguish the sexes. Over the 
hreeche.s w.i.s worn a petticoat ; tl?e doublet 
was hu'ed like the muileiii sta\s, and a 
gown or mantle with wide sleeves de.scemled 
over tlie doublet and petticoat, down to the 
aucleM. Coinmooers were s.ilislied. instead 
j of a gown, witli a frock or tunic (the pre- 
I sent waLfgumi's frock correctly represent 
this ancient .Saxon garment ), gathered .it 
the niiduie, and fastened roiiiwl the loin-s 
by a girdle, from whicii a short dagger v\as 
generally suspended. But the petticoat 
w.'is rejected after the accession of Ilviiry 
VHl., when the or tight hreeche: 
that displaced the sluipe, weie reviveil, ai '1 
length of tlie doublet or mantle w.is 
dimlnisi.eil. Tlie doiiblrt is now trans- 
forrneil into a waistcoat, and tlie cloak or 
mantle, to which the sleeves of the doublet 
were transferred, lias been gradually con- 
verted into tlie modern coat. 

Female costume was similar in its fash- 
ion to the pre.sent. The large and fantastic 
Ueail (In sses of the former age were su 
per.s«'ded by cods and velvet bonnets, be- 
neath tvhich the matron gaihered her locks 
into tufts (>r tiisrtocks ; hut the virgn*^ 
in ad Was uncovi led, and her hali^ l»ra)dc»l 
and fastened with ribbons. In place <- 
pockets, pouches were worn, suspeiide‘ 
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from the girdle, and the present reticule or 
bag appears an approximation to tlie an- 
cient fashion. 

The DIET of the peasantry undergoes 
few alter.itions, because it consists of tlie 
coiniiion produce »)f tlie soil, prepared in 
the simjiU'st manner for food. Their bread* 
corn was rye or barley, sometimes oats 
mixed with pulse. Wheaten l)read, for a 
long period after, was chiefly confined to 
the talthrs of the wealthy. In Henry the 
Eighth’s reign, bacon seems to have formed 
part of the diet of labourers, hut this only 
in small quantities, and it is probable they 
lived 111 much the same manner us hus- 
bandmen in the north of England did in 
tlie last Century, and the Scotch peasantry 
do in the present ; their food consisting 
chiefly of oat and rye liread, milk and pot- 
tage. In citus, meat eiitereil into the 
general consnmjition of the inhabitants 

One peculiarity in the cookery of this 


period was in the profusion of hot spices, 
with which every disli was indiscriminately 
seasoned. Aliove lOOlbs. of spices were 
employed annually in the family of the old 
earl of Northumberland, whose household- 
book is mostly referred to to illustrate tlie 
mannen of tliis age. J^inner and siqiper 
were served in the hall, where the first 
table was placed in a sort of recess or ele- 
vation at th.5 upper end, and reserved for 
the ItUidUml and his principal guests; 
while visiters, less respectable, were seated 
with the officers of the iit usebold at long 
and narrow tallies that occupiid the sides 
and middle of the had. The rank of the 
guests was again discriminated by their 
arrangement, by their situation above or 
below the saltcellaj|, which was placed 
invariab y iu the middle of the t.ihle, and 
the usher was carefully instructed to dis- 
place such as might seat themselves un- 
mannerly above their betters. 


ELIZABETH. A.I). 1558 to 1603. 

TiiK great events of this long and interesting ])eriod refer to the re-esta- 
hlishnicnt of Protestantism ; tint execution of Mary Queen of Scots ; 
resistance to the power of Philip of Spain, and the maintenance of the 
reformed worship in Prance and the Netherlands ; the spirit of maritime 
discovery and commereial adventure developed at home ; and the rise and 
fall of court favourites. Upon the whole, it was a happy and prosperous 
reign, the glory of which the .sovereign shares with many illustrious con- 
temporaries. The Cecils, Nicholas liacon, Shakspcarc, Spenser, Ascham, 
Raleigh, Drake, Frobisher, Gresham, are a few of the great names which, 
in the several departments of statesmanship, letters, arms, navigation, and 
coinnierce, give lustre to lliis brilliant era. 

Elizabeth seemed to possess some, of the qualities of the great men by 
wlioin she was surrouiuJed, and wliom, througli favour or disrenunent, she 
raised into notice and authority. She was learned, accomplished, discreet, 
able, vigilant ; and the ca])acitY s^he evinced during almost half a century 
in (lirecling the domestic and foreign policy of the country, was most extra- 
ordinary. Her defects of character were dissimulation, personal vanity, 
jealousy in love, fondness of populai applause, violence of temper, religious 
intolerance, and arbitrary maxims of government. 

For all these some excuses may l>e found in her sex, the spirit of the 
age, and the station she occupied, but there are others wholly iudclcnsiblc. 
Slip, was artfid, selfish, and sensual. Her amiability and morality must be. 
at once given up. She had vio femimue graces ; like her person, ber 
nnnd, iiassions, and even accomplishments, were mascnlino. The exe- 
cution of the unfortunate Scottish queen, though deemed necessary by her 
ministers, and popular with the people, is an inefi’aceahle Idol on her 
hii inoiy, which, under the cirrumstanee of the cruel imprisonment sus- 
tained by her victim, no consideration of personal or public sceni ity could 
justijy. Napoleon, a man and a soldier, was more leniently treated. Her 
severities to catholic emissaries, jesuits, and others, were more defensible 
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though not on religious grounds. Most of them were engaged 'n treason* 
able plots, having for tlieir object her own death, and the overthrow of the 
state ; and in addition, acted under the direction of a foreign influence of 
the most baleful description. 

The celibacy of Elizabeth has formed a subject of curious conjecture ; 
but why may not a princess as well as a private person choose a single 
life ? The circumstance chiefly creating a diflerence, is the importance of 
the succession. Upon this point the queen was always indifferent, or 
rather averse to its consideration ; and besides, her sister Mary died child- 
less, and Elizabeth may have had reasons for not anticipating a more 
favourable issue, in the event of her own nuptials. There were, however, 
in the character of the queen, in her irresolution and inconstancy, in her 
licentiousness, imperiousness, and love of power, sufficient qualities both 
to disincline and disqualify her for matrimony. “ I will have here,” she 
said to Leicester iiFliis highest favour, “ but one mistress, and no master.** 
Though averse to marriage, she was not averse to courtship, and the duke 
of Anjou, who >vas engaged for ten years by her coquetry up to an actual 
betrothment, was at length compelled, like other baffled suitors, to with- 
draw’ in indignant disgust, declaring that the “ women of England were as 
changeable as the waves that encircled their island.’* 

One of the general characteristics of this period was the growth of the 
PURITANS. They first appeared under Edward VL, and their numbers 
were increased, and their zeal inflamed, by the return of the exiles from 
the great seat of Calvinism at Geneva. Their professed aim w as a further 
purification of the church, hut they objefted to the ceremonies, rather than 
the doctrines of the established religion. They disliked the surplice, the 
cross in baptism, the ring in marriage, holy water, and the use of instru- 
mental music in public worship ; these they repudiated as derived from the 
idolatries of popery. But the dogma, most important in its consequences, 
by w'hich they were distinguished, was the spirit of free inquiry, and the 
right, on which they insisted in all matters of conscience, of private judg- 
ment. “ Will you not leave these things to your bishops ? ** said arch- 
bishop Parker to Peter Wentworth, a sturdy non-conformist. “ No ! ** 
answered Mr. Wentworth, “by the faith I bear to God, we will pass 
nothing before we understand it ; fur that w’cre to make you popes.** The 
queen hated and persecuted them, as will be observed in the Occurrences ; 
she loved better the pomp and intellectual prostration of the church of 
Rome ; but in her council and at court, they had powerful friends — Cecil, 
Walsingham, Leicester, Essex, Warwick, Bedford, and Knollys : and in 
their successful devedopment in the next two reigns, they subverted the 
church, peerage, and monarchy. 

The ancient constitution of the realm was well exemplified in the pro- 
tracted and tranquil reign of Elizabeth. It w^as a period of law', certainly, 
but hardly any law’ was paramount to the will of the sovereign. A brief 
description of the judicial and legislative machinery of the state will at 
once show the absoluteness of die government. 

First was the court of Star-chamber, whose members held their places 
during the pleasure of the crown, aiu* miglit fine, imprison, and punish 
corporally, by whipping, branding, slitting the nostrils and ears. The 
sovereign, if present, was sole judge, and the jurisdiction of the court 
extended to all “orts of offences, contempts, and disorders, that la3t.out ot 
the reach of the common law. The court of High Commission was a still 
more arbitrary jurisdiction. Its vengeance was directed against the unde- 
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finable charge of heresy, and in the hands of the narrow-minded Whitgilt, 
was a terrible engine of oppression. Martial law was still more prompt 
and violent in its procedure. Whenever there was any public disturbance, 
the crown employed martial law, and, during that time, any one might be 
punished as a rebel, or abettor of rebels, whom the lieutenant of a county, 
or his deputy, pleased to suspect. Arbitrary imprisonments were fre- 
quently employed by the executive : merely by the authority of a warrant of 
a secretary of state, or privy councillor, any person might be imprisoned 
in any jail, during any time the ministers should think fit. In suspicious 
times, the jails were full of prisoners, who were sometimes thrown into 
dungeons, loaded with irons, and not unfrequently tortured to extort con- 
fessions. Not uncommonly, in the agony of their tortures, the unhappy 
sufferers wrongly accused others or themselves. 

Against these enormities the subject* had no redress. Neither judge 
nor jury dared to accpiit when the crown was bent on a, conviction. Both 
were the creatures of the ministry, and as the practice was once common 
of fining and imprisoning jurors, at the discretion of the court, for finding 
verdicts contrary to the directions of those dependent judges, it is plain that 
juries afforded no manner of security to the liberties of the people. 

Even tlie parliament was a feeble bulwark against the despotism of the 
executive. The crown had so many indirect sources of income, that it was 
almost entirely independent of the commons, and the ordinary resource of 
stopping the supplies was little or no check upon its authority. Benevo- 
lences might be demanded, and compulsory loans levied on individuals 
without consent of parliament. ^ Queen Mary, as well as Elizabeth, 
increased some branches of the customs, merely by an order in council. A 
species of slnp-inoncy was imposed at the time of the Spanish invasion. 
Wlien any levies were wanted for foreign service, Elizabeth obliged the 
counties to raise soldiers, to arm and clothe them, and convey them to the 
seaports at their own charge. By the practice of “ purveyance,” the 
sovereign might victual not only her court, but her fleets and armies at the 
cost of sufi'ering individuals, not regularly taxed, l)ut marked out for 
oj)prcssion. By the “ court of wards ” she obtained possession ot the estate 
during the n\inority of the heir ; and had authority to dispose ot the heir or 
heiress in marriage. The arbitrary imposition of embargoes, the lor- 
biddiiig the sale of particular commodities, and the granting of ]>atcuts 
and monopolies, formed other sources of revenue wholly beyond the control 
of parliament. 

Royal proclamations continued as omnipotent as in the preceding reign, 
when parliament itself declared them equivalent to law. They were some- 
times iss\icd for the purj)ose of directing the deportation or punishment of 
vagrants ; sometimes for annulling statutes, or inserting clauses in them ; 
sometimes for regulating the costume, diet, or arms of the people. By 
special warrants, the queen claimed the right to interfere to stop the course 
of justice. There are many instances of such interferences in the public 
records, of special warrants for exempting parUcular persons Irom all lawtul 
suits and prosecutions ; and these warrants were granted, as asserted, in 
light of the royal prerogative, which was neither to he canvassed, disputed, 
examined. . .. 

It is unnecessary to proceed further in the elucidation of t lie tiw 
bcedom of the sixteenth century. Such preliminary explanations n< ic 
^55sential to a correct understanding of the occurrences of the period, am 
the catastrophe of the succeeding dynasty. Constitutional liberty had no 
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begun to exist ; or if it had, it must have been the constitution of Al- 
giers, or of Muscovy in the reign of Peter the Great. The last of the 
Tudors, however, like the first* only acted on the maxima of their prede- 
cessors, with this difference, that they were less restrained by the power ot 
the aristocracy. The commons, as a co-ordinate branch of the legislature, 
was still in embryo. 

Though ElizaLetlfs government was despotic, it did not possess an 
efficient police, nor judicial administration — advantages sometimes ascribed 
to that system of rule. In consequence of the transition from slave to free 
labour, and the breaking up of the religious houses, the country was 
overrun with thieves and vagabonds. One account states that in Somer- 
setshire only, forty persons had been executed in a year, for robberies and 
other felonies ; tliirty-five burnt in the hand ; thirty-seven whipped ; and 
one hundred and eiglity-thrce discharged. Other counties were in a 
worse situation ; ^he same account staling, there were at least three or 
four hundred vagabonds in each county, who lived by theft and rajiine. 
Their numbers intimidated the magistrates, and there were instances of 
justices of tbe peace, who, after sentencing these depredators, interfered to 
stop the execution of their sentences, from a dread of the vengeance of 
their confederates. 

The institution of poor-laws, by compelling the idle to labour, and taking 
away all pretexts for vagrancy, helped greatly to mitigate these disorders, 
and laid the foundation of that municipal order and industrial prosperity, 
which suhseque lily dUtingxiislied England among tbe nations of Europe. 
It shows how imperfectly the domestic Ijistory of the country has yet been 
told or investigated, when it is observable that this great innovation ir. 
public policy, of a compulsory ]>aroclual assessment, for the relief of indi- 
gence, has been all but unnoticed by every historian from Kapin to tbe 
most recent compilations. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


15 5y. Elizabeth, the only davij^htcr of j 
Ilenvy VIII. by Anne Iioli*yn, succeeded 
her half- Sister Mary, as well by the ap- 
poiiiiineiit of her failnr’s Aili, as by be- 
FiMiitary ri',;ht, and aeeo. dinj^ to the act of 
succession ot tbe thirty-tibh of that king. 

Abe. 19. Tile rpieen bein^ at Il.ithebl 
was prtjclaiiiied tliere. 

Philip proposed to marry lier, but was 
rejected. ; 

The queen finrliiig the treasury ex- \ 
hausted, borrowed a large sum v\ the iner- | 
chants i>f Antwerp, lor which the c'ty of 
London became bound. 

Dr. Matthew Parker, afterwa;<is arch- • 
hishoji of Ci.nterbury, was entrust! «1 wiih 
the revisal of the liturgy of K«lwi- VI. ; 

Elizabeth, although she Viad pr^ .essed to ' 
be a c.ithoMc during the reign of her ;>ist» ! 
and after her accesiMOji cornmonicate!! at 
mass, ainl practised ot!ier poji sli eerei lo- 
nies, now began to treat the jiat ists witii 
severity; many weie fii.ed, others in ot!i>t; 
replaced, and one Maine, a piiest, was i 
executed for importing of popish Iriukeis. ! 
The disj/utes about religion occasioning I 


riots, a proclamation was published prohi- 
biting such diMputt^s, and declaring that 
tlie Uomisli ntnal sin uM le obs rved t»l 
alteud by pal’ aim ie. except tlie ele\aliou 
t f t.ie In'st. A proclamation w as alilo is- 
hurd, prohibiting ail preaching without 
sjecial licence, and ordering the Lord's 
pi.i\er, tlie c.eed, the ten commamliiuMits, 
a-. I the gospel to be lead in the English 
toogue, 

'r..e sailers' company in London inCwrpo- 
ru'e<J 

Jji’r. '17. Vrciibishop Heath having 
resigned the seaU, they wert! tr.uisferiLMl 
til si. Nicln/.is Baciiii, with the til-e *d 
lonlkeeper. 

Sir William ilewett w.*h b-rd niay‘»r thi^ 
y>ar. lie was a cloth worker, anil died 
p.ossesseil of an estate of uUOU/. jaT aunmn, 
I liit.ge portion of whic!) lie gave to h s 
son -Cl l.iw ()M;.;riie, formerly his appreii- 
t ce, who married the t laughter he 
reNCin-il from diowning while a chihl. 

« ojiii; was the foiii.dcr of the family of the 
duke id Leeds. 

1559. Jun» 15. The queen crowned at 
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Westminster by the bishoi) of Carlisle, 
who was tho only bishop tha-t could be 
persuaded to do that otfiee. Tlie others 
ret used, as she was a protest ant, and had 
declared against the church of Koine. 

Peace was made with Eraiice and Scot- 
land. 

Jan» 25. Parliament metj a list of 
court candidates havin^f been sent to the 
returning otHceis, prior to the elections. 
Firsi-frmts and tenths are restored to the 
crown. The parliament address the tpieen 
to marry, whicli she dt^clined. The ptipish 
bishops and lords oppose the piotestant 
party. 

March 31. The pojiisli and protcstant 
prelates dispute on their respective du^- 
inas, betore the privy council m WT'Stiiiiii- 
ster Abbey. 

The queen erects a bii;h commission 
court, that exercised tlie same pov.tr whii h 
iiad bren loniierly lodged by lleiirv VTII. 
ill a sin^de person. Out t»f ‘J4U0 beue- 
hceil clei^ymeii in the kini^iUnn. only tit- 
tecu bishops, twelve, archdeacons, tifieen 
lie;ids of colleiLC-'S, tilt)' canons, and cijblv 
filial ^ sts rjn mI tlo ‘pi 
i.illn r than ch.m^e their relij^ion. 

May W. Paili.iment havim,; e.^tablUhed 
the queen's spnUual siqircmavy, a».d in all ' 
I' SjifCt.s rotouol relii^iuii to the saint‘ sta^* 

in Kd^ard \ 1,'s u-ii;n, was <lisHolv**d, 

3 lie oath of supremacy Ix in,^ tendered 
to the hishops aial clergy, all the hishops 
la.i Dr. Kitclnui lefused it, and \^ele coin- 
nut ted to ]n'i.<<i>n. 

June. The reforination was inakiii;; 
r.q'id jnom'ress in Scidi and ; tin; way had 
i l eii pri'p.iieii hy tlie degeneracy of liie 
ca ii>;y All the hqj;hi*st ee» Icsi.uticai dijjj- 
iiities had lon^ been in p«»s. s.^ion of lire I 
ille^ulima’e or youn^'er chihhen of the ' 
no. i.i y, wliuse di onh rly lues >c.n»d.^h/etl 
tlie churtii. The anival of John Kiiox 
ii'.tii (it iu va vjave an imj-ulse tv» the lo'w 
<l.». tnurs. lie t.v .;;l'.t li»s lollowei.s that: 
ol'f'.heine was <lne t** the magistrate oidv ! 
*0 ()v:l nialti-rs; in lelij^ion they tuved 
only oifeiliiMice to itfd a;ul their own con- 
svienea. The ^ovnumeot of Wv.uaii he 
vuiisidvred milawlui, and he \vr»r1e to queen 
h‘>/ahrlh. tleclaiin^ shell. id n > Uq:.»l ivdst 
'o the crown, aial lh;eai* j.t*d In r ivitti 
destroefion, if .she <hd iiot mopi.esce m bis 
o\MUhin of ehnndi lunn i t. Iii> /eal 

■»'.id » luipn-iiee m.ide nuiny CiUivcils, who. 

' nili r the name of connr» j;at ionaiints. p:o- 
^■*»<U«(1 with vigour to pui^e the kioi^tlom 
ot peperv. 

The French kiui^ killed at a toiir- 
snccei'ded l y his mui 1 laiicts, 
uisinrtction in Scotlaml ui^.iiust the 
M'Heii-re^ent, (Ui account of nlij^ioii; 

^ ‘‘iJice t»»ok pait with the queen recent, 
‘•'id the Kurdish with the malcontents. 


Philip II. of Spain refused tne collar of 
the order of the garter, which had been 
sent him by Elizabeth. He hud resigned 
to the queen all the jewels of his late wife, 
and though Elizabeth had declined bis 
matrimonial oiler, she, to the day of her 
dt'uth, kept his picture by the side of her 
bed. Cliarles of Austria, Eric of Sweden, 
and Adolphus of Holstein, became suitors 
to the queen. 

Nov. 18. The famous Tonstall, bishop 
of Loiitloii, died. 

A translation of the Scriptures was un- 
der taken by authority, which, after juissing 
through .several eiiieiidations, became in 
tbe succeeding reign the basis of the pre- 
sent version. 

1500. liacoii and Cecil were made first 
ministers. • 

Ja/y. Tlie .states of Scotland established 
the n'lbrmation. 

Tliu deanery of Westminster erected by 
I he queen. 

Ki»beit Dudley, the youngest son of the 
late duke of Nurthumberl.iud. made master 
of the horse and knight of the garter ; he 
vv.is so great a favoiiiite, that ad api>lica- 
tioiis to the throne were imule through him. 
Dudley had inanieil Amy, the ilaughter 
and heiress of sir John Kv)\>esait» bui she 
i was not permitted to appear at court ; hav- 
ing a b>\el\ ni'iiisimi alloited to her, called 
Cuimior, ill Berkslure, where slie siidilenly 
j <hed by an accidental lall, if Foster, the 
tenant of the house, may be creilited ; but 
under such circumstances as convinced the 
public sin* li.id bi eii murdered. 

Dec. 5. Francis II. died of an impos- 
thume in the ear, aiul was sncceede<i by 
his younger brother, C-harleS IX.; Cathe- 
rine c.e 5iiilic»s, his mother, taking U|H)n 
herilie adm.ni'>tratioii during his niiiiordy. 

A pmclamation is issued, commaiidnig 
all an.ilMpii'^ts ti> depart the kingilom ; and 
aiifthvr, prohibiting thi? i:etacl;;g uucieut 
immuim nls. ami I'.i-strnying cinirches. 

Hr. IMS immey is c.ilhd m, and tiie coin 
re>t> red to its purity. 

l5hl. Jn'tr 15, The beautilul sp’.re of 
St. Paul's church, .5-1' feet high trom the 
gniund, and 2t»0 tVi m the tower, heiug made 
with wooil and cased with lend, took tire hy 
bghlnitig, as snp]K)M’d, and was consumed. 
I he tower was sonii rejuiicil, but the spire 
was never re-h\i»lt. It appeaud alterwards, 
by tbe confession of a pluin'i ei on bisdeath- 
hetl.that a pan of co.ils carelessly »elt in the 
steeple hvul occa.sioned tlie Ci iitlagration, 

.'V mine of pure copjHT was di.scovcred 
near Ktmwick, and at ilie same time was 
found the stone called l.ipis c.ibiniinuris. 

The queen ordered, pavinviit to oe ni.ide 
to the iiuiliks of their peinsniii-., .md ni 
cieast'd the salary ol tiie podges, aiioiving 
tlicm provisions on llicii cucuits. 
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1562. Jan» 22. The thirty-nine articles, 
as they now exist, received the subscrip- 
tiohs oi'the two hduses of convocation, and 
it was pn>posed to subject to the penalties 
of heresy any one who denied or dis- 
sented from them ; the di)ctrines formerly 
published under Edward VI. formed the 
ground-work of the new creed. 

The queen assisted the French protest- 
ants with 6000 men, who embarked in 
September, and were put in possession of 
Havre de Grace. ♦ 

The laily Catherine Grey of the royal 
blood, entering into a marriage-contract 
with the earl of Hertford, was divorced 
from him by the queen’s directions, after 
they had had two sons, and they were lx)th 
imjirisoned and fined. 

Shan O’Neil, earl 6f Tyrone, in Ireland, 
who had broken out in rebellion, came and 
made his sllbmis^ion to Elizabeth, and 
received his pardon. 

The queen seized with the small pox ; 
I'.er life being in danger, the commons 
eiitieat her to fix the succession of the 
crown, which she declined. 

Mr. John Hawkins fitted out three ships, 
and made a voyage to the coast of Guinea 
for slaves ; the first attempt from England 
to establish that trade. Two of the larges 
ships emjdoyed in this iniquitous traffic 
belonged to the queen. 

1563. Jan. 12. The second parliament 
met, and passed un act confirming the 
queen’s supremacy over all estates, ecclesi- 
astical and tenqioral. A statute was passed 
against witclicraft. 

Elizabeth propoved her favourite Dudley 
to the queen of Scots for a husband. 

'I'he earl of W^irwick, the queen’s general, 
surrendered Havre de Grace to the French, 
and his forces returning to England, 
brought the plague with them, which car- 
ried off upwards of 20,000 persons in and 
about London, amongst whom were mauy 
of the principal nobility. 

1564. 26. Dudley created earl of 
Leicester, with the castle and manor of 
Kenilworth, was chosen chancellor of the 
university of Oxf rd, and received from 
Charles iX. of France the order of St, 
Michael. 

The queen visited Cambridge. 

1565. Ju/y 27. The queen of Scot.s mar- 
ried Henry Stuart, lord Darnley, whom she 
had lately made duke of Albany, and the 
next day he was publicly proclaimed king. 
Tills marriage occasioned an insurrection 
in .Scotland, and several lords took to arms, 
but were obliged to fly into England. 

The puritans icfiiseil to conform to the 
church <4* England. Caitwright, and three 
hundred students of Cambridge, tlirew off 
their surpiicesin one day. 'i’hey inculcated , 
the unlawfulness of any church govern- 1 


ment, except what the apostles instituted, 
namely, the presby terian. 

The Spaniards set up an inquisition in 
the Netherlands, in ijrder to eradicate 
the reformed religioii^ which occasioned 
insurrections ; at Itngth the Dutch set up 
fur independent states, and threw off the 
dominion of Spain. 

1566. March 9. Darnley, with Ruthven, 
Douglas, and Kerr, enter the closet of the 
l|ueen of Scots at night, and assassinate 
her secretary, and favourite David Rizzio. 
Some of the assassins fled to England, and 
were received by Elizabeth. 

June 19. Queen of Scots delivered of a 
son, who afterwards became king of Eng- 
land. Elizabeth was dancing at Green- 
wich, and when Cecil whispered the intel- 
ligence in her eur, appeared nuich discon- 
certed. 

A proclamation issued against the puri- 
tans, and in favour of conformity. 

1567. Feh. 9. Darnley, king of Scots, 
murdered by the contrivance of Murray 
and Butliwell, and Murray, to throw the 
odium of it upon the queen, persiiadid her 
to marry Bothwell. The house was blown 
up with gunpowder; so that it is uncertain 
whether Darnley was murdered fir.'st, or 
perished in the explosion. It was ^not 
kpown at first that Bothwell was an ac- 
complice in the murder, and when it was 
.suspected, the queen insisted on hislieing 
tried for it ; but she married hhn as soon 
as he was acquitted (May 15), with the 
concurrence of the nobility, and created 
him duke of the Orkneys. 

June 7. The foundation of the Royal 
Exchange laid by sir Thomas Gresham. 

The earl of Murray, base brother to 
the queen of Scots, creates her great trou- 
bles. The rebel lords took the (pieen pii- 
soner, and compelled her to resign her 
crown to her son. Both well made his 
escape to the Orkneys, and found means 
to get over to Denmark, where he was 
thrown into pri.sun, lost his senses, and 
died miserably ten years aftiu*. 

July 29. Frince James was crowned 
king of Scotland at Stirling, at thirteen 
months eight days old; ami (Aug, 10) 
the earl of Murray was made regent ; he 
convoked a parliament, which voted Mary 
in accomplice in her liusband's murder, con- 
leinued her to imprisonment, and ratilied 
her dtsmissioti from the crown. 

Aug. Seftt. Elizalieth went to Oxford, 
was nresent at a public disputation; and 
iiei ’ her court at Woodstock. 

The duke of Austria made pioposalx of 
marriage to Eiizalntb, and the earl of 
Sussex is sent to Germany to settle the 
marriage ai tides, hut Leicester hroHi? 
the match. 

A rebellion of Shan O’Neal iu L'oUnd 
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f^gain Buppiessed* The earU of Ormond 
^ and Desmond at open war in that king- 
' dom, but were quelled by the lord lieutenant. 

Don Carlos, the, son of Philip 11. of 
Spain, supposed to be assassinated with 
the connivance of his father, to prevent his 
succession to the Spanish monarchy, of 
which he appears to have been unworthy, 
from the weakness and depravity of his 
character. 

1568. Mr/y 2. The queen of Scots made 
her escape, and raised an army, but was 
defeated by Murray (May 17); whereupon 
she flies into England, upon large promises 
of favour and assistance from queen Eliza- 
beth, but was detained prisoner by her, upon 
the charge of being privy to the murder of 
an English subject, her husband Darnley. 

Oc/. 4. Regent Murray, with eleven other 
lords, met the English deputies at York, 
but detiirmined nothing. 

A marriage was privately proposed be- 
tween the queen of Scots and the duke of 
Norfolk. 

The puritans began to create divisions in 
the church, and set up the Geneva discipline. 

Elizabeth assists the protestants in 
France with 100,000 crowns of gold, and a 
good train of artillery. 

A war was begun with Spain this year. 

Several French and Flemish famines 
take^refuge in England, and improve the 
silk and Mmollen manufactures. 

11. Tne duke of Norfolk sent to the 
tower, for attempting to many the queen 
of Scots. 

Conference at York on Scottish affairs. 

25. The conference was brought to 
Westminster, afterwards to Ilampton-court, 
and the proofs against Mary examined. 
Mary was removed to Tutbury castle, under 
the custody of the earl of Shrewsbury. 

Dec. 29. The Genoa merchants in Spain 
having employed some Spanish ships to 
transport their money, they put into Ply- 
mouth, and the treasure was landed ; the 
queen borrowed it as a loan, the S])anish 
ambassador having claimed it as his king's 
property. 

Several lords entered into a plot against 
Cecil, whom the queen supported. 

A new translation of the Bible was imb- 
lished, d«»ne by several bishops. 

30. The learned Roger Ascham died, 
who was some time tutor to queen Eli- 
zabeth, and her secretary for the Latin 
tongue. 

1569. The earls of Northumberland and 
Westmoreland raise a rebellion in the 
I'orth, for the liberation of lilary and the 
rcHtoratioii of the ancient worship, but 
their followers being dispersed, they retired 
into Scotland. It was in this rising the 
venerable Norton and his five sons took 
part. But Leonard Dacres, son of lord 


Dacres, raised a second rebelUon, which 
was suppressed, and Dacres fled into 
Flanders. Eight hundred persons were 
executed : between Wetlierby and Newcas* 
tie there was hardly a town or a village 
in which some of the inhabitants did not 
expire on the gibbet. 

Jan, 11. First lottery mentioned in his- 
tory began to be drawn at the west door of 
St. Paul’s, and coiitinued drawing night 
and day till the 6th of May following. 

The English began a trade through 
Russia to Persia. They also established a 
trade with Hamburgh. 

Elizal)eth made an alliance with 
the czar of Muscovy. 

Sep/. Thu bishop of London causes 
bishop Bonner to be buried in the night, to 
protect his remains* from the fury of the 
populace. Elizabeth, who had received 
the other bishops at her hist audience with 
line courtesy, turned from Bonner as from 
a man of blood. 

Nov. 25. The Scottish queen removed 
for security’ to Coventry. 

1570. Jan. 23. Murray, the Scotch re- 
gent, shot in the streets of Linlithgow, by 
Hamilton of Bothwellaugh, whose wife had 
ost her reason in consequence of the cruel 

treatment she had received from a retainer 
of the regent. 

The pope having excommunicated queen 
Elizabeth the preceding year, now pub- 
lished his hull, absiilving her stdqects from 
their allegiance, cursing them if they obey 
tier, and declaring her to be deposed, which 
occasioned some insurrections by the pa- 
pists ; but they were soon suppressed. One 
Felton fixed the pope’s bull to the bishop of 
London's palace, for which he was hanged. 

April 17. The earl of Sussex entered 
Scotland with an army, and punished the 
rioters ; lord Scrope destroyed above three 
hundred towns and villages. 

The queen dim s wiih sir Thomas Gre 
sham in tlie Royal Exchange. 

1571. The qm en of Scots is more strictly 
confined, and her servants taken fiDin her ; 
whereupon some proposals are made to the 
duke of Norfolk, (who had been liberated 
on promise not to proceed in the match 
with Mary,) for liberating her, which the 
liike concealed, though he did not comply 
with them. 

A match is proposed between queen 
Elizabeth and the duke of Anjou, but does 
not succeed. 

A discovery being made of the duke of 
Norfolk’s treating with the queen of Scots 
again, the duke is sent to the tower, with 
the bishop of Ross, who managed the cor- 
respondence. 

Feb. 17. A great earthquake in Here- 
fordshire, when Mnrcly hill was removed 
from the place where it stood, and coati- 

i. 
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nued m motion two days ; it carried along 
the trees, hedges, and sheep ; overturned 
Kynaston chapel, which stood in its way, 
lett an opening forty feet in depth, and 
thirty-two in length, and formed a large 
hill twelve fathoms high, where it rested. 

April 2, Parliament met, and made it 
high-treason to affirm that any one had a 
right to the crown but the present queen, or 
that the queen and parliament could not 
limit the succession ; it was also made 
high-treason to be reconciled, or to recon- 
cile others to tlie church of Rome. 

Mr. Strickland, a member of the com- 
mons, ordered by the privy council to for- 
bear going to the house, which the house 
resenting, he was permitted to take his 
seat. 

Dr. Story condemned and executed fur 
high-treason, in inviting a foreign invasiou, 
and consulting with a magician to depose 
the queen. 

Sept, 4. Tlic earl of Lenox, regent of 
Scotland, is murdered, and the earl of Mar 
made regent. 

Jesus college, Oxford, founded by Hugh 
Price, LL.L). 

1572. Jan, 14. The duke of Norfolk 
brought to trial, beiiq* charged with high- 
treason, in treating ot a marriage with the 
queen of Scots, conspiring to depose queen 
Blizabeth, &c., and is convicted. 

Alap 8, A bill being brought into the 
house of commons, to alter the rites and 
ceremonies of the church, Mr. S| eaker de- 
clared it was her Majesty's pleasure, that 
no bills should be ]jreferretl concerning 
religion, till the matter had l^een first de- 
bated and approved by the clergy, upon 
which tire bill was dro])])ed. 

The Spanish ambassador is ordered to 
quit the kingdom, being concerned in a 
plot with Mather and Jluriiey, to kill the 
queen and secretary Burleigh ; Hall, a 
third conspirator, swore to ir, upon which 
they were all three executed. 

June 2. The duke of Norfolk having 
lain under sentence of condemnation five 
months, the commons bignltied tw her ma- 
jesty, that his execution was necessary, 
and he was executed. 

The marquis of Winchester, lord trea- 
surer, dying in the V7th year of his age, i 
succeeded in that office by lord Bur;e;;;li. 

The puritans or non-conformists to the 
liturgy make great efi’orts to introduce the 
Geneva discipline. The queen was a ic- 
solutely opposed to them as to the catb . 
lies. 

A new star appears in CassiopaBu's chair, 
exceeding Jupiter m brightness, diminish- 
ing after eiglit months gradually, till it 
totally disappeared at the end of sixteen 
mouths. 

Au£f, 22. Tin* carl of Northumberland, 


being delivered up by the Scots, is exe- 
cuted. 

24. On the eve of St. B.srtholomcw, the 
prolestants were massacred at Paris, being 
charged with conspiring against the go- 
vernuient. Guise, Aumale, and Anjou led 
the attack, and the devoted huguenots 
were slain in their beds, or shot on the 
roofs of the houses. Massacre and pillage 
continued eight days and nights ; and 
Charles IX. discharged his long arquebuse 
from the Louvre on the fugitives, as they 
endeavoured to escape. Similar butcheries 
followed at Orleans, Troyes, Meaux, Bour- 
deaux, Toulouse, and Lyons. The number 
of victims has been variously estimated from 
10,000 to 100,000. Coiigni, the chief of 
the protestants, was killed. At Madrid the 
massacre was celebrated with court festi- 
vals : at Rome, the pupe and the cardinals 
returned God thariks ; but in England the 
court went into mourning. Many of the 
French protestants took refuge in this 
country. 

Oct. 28. Mar, the Scotch regent, dies, 
and Morton succeeds him. 

1578. The Dutch, under the conduct of 
the prince of Orange, laid the foundation 
of their commonwealth, and rebel against 
the king of Spam. m 

June 25. The duke of Anjou raises the 
siege of Rochelle, after the city had with- 
stood 30,000 cannon balls, nine great as- 
saults, twenty lesser ones, and ^he eflects 
of sixty mines. 

1574. A proclamation is issued for put- 
ting the sumptuary laws against excess of 
apparel in execution. The queen pro- 
claimed, that every one within fourteen 
days should wear clothes of such a fashion 
as herself siunild fix the pattern of. 

Ahiy 30. Charles IX. of France died of 
a very extraordinary distemper, his blood 
oozed from all tiie pores of his body. 
Henry III., duke of Aujou, and king of 
Poland, succeeded him. 

(diaries, earl of Lenox, uncle to the king 
of Scotland, married to Klizalieth Caven 
dish. As this marriage was hulemnixad uli 
known to the queen, she imprisoned the 
mothers of the new married pair. 

The commotions in Ireland made the 
queen tliiiik of that kingdom ; she found 
die revenue of it, yearly, only amounted to 
w vast (iispropuriiun to the suj)- 
plies j upon which she appointed the earl of 
Kh.sex captain general tor seven years, and 
seni nim over with some forces to quell the 
insurgents ; l.e persuaded the earl of Des- 
mond to submit. 

A great dearth, wheat sold for six shil- 
lings a bushel. 

157.5, teb. 8. At a second session oyhe 
fourth ptirliaineiit of this reign, the queen 
was again addressed marry, to nopurpo«5* 
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The prince of Oranee, and the provinces 
of Holland and Zeahind, offer to accept 
queen Klizabutli lor their sovereign^ winch 
she refuses. 

Wentworth, a member of the commons, 
reflecting on the queen, for ordering Strick- 
land to forbear coming to the house last 
session was sent to the Tower. 

^ A subsidy of six shillings in the pound 
given by tne clergy, to be paid in three 
years, confirmed ; and a subsidy and three 
fifteenths and tenths given by the laity. 

Ju/y 22. Peters and Turwert, two ana- 
baptists, burnt in Smithfield amidst an 
immense concourse of spectators. 

1576. The earl of Essex, who had l)ecn 
recalled through the enmity of the earl of 
Leicester, is again sent over to Ireland, and 
appointed earl marshal of that kingdom. 

I'hu protestants in France became for- 
midable, and were headed by the prince of 
Cond4 and duke of Alenyon. and joined 
by the prince Casimer, in all to the amount 
of 36,000 men. The queen dowager con- 
cludes a treaty with them, and the duke of 
Alen(;un is won over to the court. 

June II. Martin Frobisher sailed with 
three pinnaces, to discover a north-west pas- 
sage; being frozen up, he was oiiliged to 
return without any success, 

25. The earl of Essex dies in l^re- 
laud, siis{)ected to be pois<aied by the earl 
of iadeester. who married his widow. 

1577. Elisalxdh assists the Dutch against 
the kin;; of Spain. 

Three hundred people, among whom 
was the high sherifi', died suddenly at the 
assizes at Oxford, sup|iosed to be infected 
wiiJi a gaol distemper, by the stench of the 
prisoners. 

1578- Fed. Twenty catholics, of family 
and fortune, imprisoned on account of their 
religion, die of an infectious disease in 
York castle. 

15711. As the queen was in her barge 
upon the Thames, t>ne of her bargemen was 
shot throvigh both arms ; but it a\ipearing 
t» be an accident, the queen pardoned the 
man that shot ott’the piece. 

May 20. llammonn, wbo had been pro- 
noiiiKvd an uhst nate heretic hy the hisnop 
of Norwich, huint in the ditch of that city. 

The duke of Anjou came into England, 
Jtiul renewed his addresses to the queen in 
person. 

The protestant provinces of Holland, 
Zealand, Friesland, and Utrecht, enter 
into an alliance, styled “the Union of 
Utrecht.” 

The Spaniards, to the numlier of 1500, 
make a descent in Irelantl, and join the 
f^diels theie, luit are all made prisoners, 
and put to the swurd the year following ; 
the earl of Desmond, the chief of the 
Irish nudeouteots, was taken priauticr. 


The Turkey company established. 

1580. Three English popish colleges or 
seminaries were erected at Koine, Kheims, 
and Douay ; from whence priests came 
over to propagate their doctrines, particu- 
larly Robert Persons and Edward Campian, 
two English Jesuits, formerly students at 
Oxforil, appearing sometimes in the habit 
of gentlemen, sometimes of soldiers, and at 
other times in the habit of divines ; when 
a proclamation issues, declaring it high- 
treason to belong to such seminaries of 
priests and Jesuits. Campian was executed 
for publishing a treatise, called the Ten 
Reasons, in favour of the chinch of Rome. 

Philip, king of Spain, on the death of 
Henry, king of Portugal, possesses himself 
of that kingdom. 

As a precaution against the plague, and 
the high price of fuel and victuals, a royal 
]>roclamation was issued to re^t^aixl the 
further growth of London ; and the erec- 
tion of any new house within three miles 
of the city gates is prohibited. Not more 
than one iamily is allowed to live in a 
house. 

Another proclamation against the wear- 
ing of gold chains and cloaks, which men 
wore down to their heels by the same, the 
length of swords is limited to three ftet, 
and rapiers to twelve inches, exclusive of 
the hilt. 

Ja/i. 16. A third session of the fourth 
parliament w'as held, and an act was made 
for inflicting a penalty of twenty {Hiunds a 
moiiih on tliose wbo absented themselves 
from church. 

A'ov. 3. Captain Francis Drake returned 
from )u.s first voyage loimd the globe, 
having been twelve days less than three 
years in performing it. He .set sail from 
Plymouth with five ships. 15th Nov. 1577 
The Spaniards demanded satisfaction for 
Drake's depredations, and the queen re- 
stored jiart of the plunder. The honour of 
having first practically deuumstrated the 
s\dierical figure of the earth belongs to 
Magellan ; but that navigator was pre- 
veulvil completing Ids circiiuuuivigatlou of 
the globe by lus death in the Pidlippine 
uihinds. 

The (jiioen issued a proclamation, for 
calling home childrt*n educated iu foreign 
paits. 

The earl of Leicester is confined for pii- 
vately marrying the earl of Ks^ex'K widow. 

Several secl.iriaiis came from Holluml, 
who caihd themselves the Famdy of l^ove, 
and preached up peculiar tenets. 

Sir Thomas Uresham died, who built the 
Hoyal Exchange, and foumUd liresluuii 
college. He was cuUeil tlie *• ipuci.’s mer- 
chaut," because he b.»d tlie lUMn.igeineut 
of her money iransae lions. 

I5«l. The commons id der a 
1 . 2 
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qiieeu reprimands them for their presump- 
tion. Severe laws were enacted against the 
catholics. The names of all the recusants 
in each parish, to the number of 50,000, 
returned to the council. No security in 
private houses, the pursuivants breaking 
open doors at all hours, especially in the 
night, to hunt lor priests and popish 
books. 

Arthur Hall, representative for Gran- 
tham, reflecting on the justice of the house 
of commons in print, was committed to the 
Tower, by the Speaker's warrant, for six 
months, and lined 500 marks. Absent 
members were fined twenty pounds each 
by the house. 

April 4. Klizabcth partakes of a banquet 
on board of Drake's ship at Deptford, when 
she knight^ tue advetfturer. 

Dec. I. Campiaii, Sherwin, and Briant 
executed as traitors *, their real offence was 
their zealous Catholicism. Toiture, which 
was commonly used, had been three times 
applied to Campian to extort confessions, 
or a recantation, but he resisted with great 
firmness and ability. 

Cupper money was first introduced into 
France this year. 

1582. Feb. The duke of Anjou returned 
home, despairing of success in his court- 
ship ; the queen accompanied him to Can- 
terbury. 

John Stubbs, a lawyer of Lincoln’s-Inn, 
condemned to lose his right hand, for pub- 
lishing a libel against the queen’s marriage 
with the duke of Anjou. 

Pope Gregory Xlil. caused the calend.ir 
to be reformed, whereby the English, and 
some other protestant countries, which ad- 
hered to the Julian calendar, lost ten days, 
and occasioned the distinction between old 
and new style. 

The learned George Buchanan died. 

The seamen ut England Mere computed 
at 14,295, and the number of vessels 1232, 
of which there were not more than 217 
above eighty tons. 

1583. King James makes his escape, and 
regains his liberty, and the lords that had 
confined him are banished ; Gowrie, for 
another conspiracy of the like nature, was 
afterwards beheaded. 

July 6. Edmund Griiidal. archbishop of! 
Canterbury, died, having been blinu for ! 
some time. The queen suspended him in 
the year 1576, for not suppressing 
prophesyingK, as they were called, an.ong 
some ot his clergy, at their voluntary meet- 
ings without authority. The convocation 
petitioned the queen, in the year 1581, to 
restore him, which she did the following 
year. On the death of Grindal, Dr. John 
W’hitgift was made archbishop of Canter- 
h\:jy, when th i queen lecommended to him 
to restore the discipline of the church, 


and the observance of the act of unifor« 
mity, in which she apprehended his prede* 
cessor had been too remiss. 

Thacker and Copping, two Brownists, 
hanged at Bury, lor dispersing Brown’s 
books against the established church. 

The harbour of St. John’s, in New- 
foundland, was taken possession of for the 
English crown, by sir Humphry Gilbert, 
who was cast away upon his return from 
North America. 

A conspiracy is formed to take the 
queens life away, by John Somerville, a 
gentleman of Warwickshire: he attacked 
some of her attendants, but was secured 
and tried at Guildhall, and found guilty of 
high-treason. 

1584. Jan. Mendoza, the Spanish ain- 
lassudor, being discovered to be in the 
dot with Throgmorton, is ordered to leave 
England, and an ambassador was sent to 
the Spanish court, but was refused au au- 
dienc 

July 1*2. Francis Throgmorton is exe- 
cuted for a conspiracy to set the queen of 
Scuts at liberty : he was racked three 
imes, on the 23rd November, and twice on 
the 2nd December; under the agony of the 
;oiture he confessed his guilt, but on the 
scaffold revoked his confession. 

Jilmanuel college, in Cambridge, founded 
by sir Walter Mildrnay, chancellor, and 
treasurer of the exchequer. 

The prince of Orange assassinated at 
Delft, 

Dec. 17. Dr, l^arry, a member of the 
house of commons, denounce.s the laws 
made against catholic clergymen ; he is 
given in custody to the serjeant, but set ut 
liberty by command of the queen, who said 
he had explained his motives to her. 

I 8ir Walter Raleigh discovered Virginia, 

; named so by him in honour of the queen. 

I 1585. Captain Davis finished his third 
: voyage in quest of a north-west passage ; 
j he sailed as far as of northern latitude, 

! but returned without Kucces.s. 

; March 2. Dr. Parry is condemned and 
I c.'.eciited for a design to assassinate her 
; majesty. 

Elizabeth, at the intercession of the 
Dutch, sends the earl of Leicester, and 
6000 men, to their assistance, and has the 
Brill and Flushing delivered into her 
hands, as a security for Jier charges. They 
agreed that the English general, and two 
more of her majesty's subjects, were to he 
admitted into the council of the states ge- 
nera' and no treaty to be entered into but 
by mutual consent, in consideration of the 
assistance she gave the Dutch against 
Spain. 

Sir Francis Drake, with twenty-one ^ail 
of men-of-war, and land forces, commanded 
by the earl of Carlisle, surjirise and plun 
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dor St. Domingo, take Carthaf?ena, and 
arrive at Virginia in Florida, where they 
take on board captain Lane, and a colony 
that were in distress, having been sent thi- 
ther by sir Walter Kaleigh, and with them 
the tobacco plant was first brought to 
England. 

March, Tlie league revived by the young 
duke of Guise, in Prance, to frustrate the 
accession to the throne of Henri de Bour- 
bon, king of Navarre, the presumptive heir 
to the crown, and a protestant; it was a 
source of endless wars, perjuries, murders, 
and crimes. 

June 21. Henry Percy, earl of Northum- 
berland, being accused of sharing in the 
conspiracy of Throgmorton, was committed 
to tlie Tower ; two days after he was found 
dead in bed, shot through the heart with 
three slugs. A coroner*s inquest returned 
a verdict of self-murder, and the crown 
lawyers alleged that he had killed himself 
to evade the forfeiture of his possessions, 
and to preserve them in his family. But a 
rumour was current that the evidence was 
insufficient to convict the earl <if treason, 
and that he had been assassinated : the 
change of the earfs keeper the night before 
his death countenanced this suspicion. 

Coaches were first introduced and used 
in England this year. * 

The queen granted a licence to several 
rnercliants of London, to trade to Barbary. 

The prince of (‘oud6 came into England 
to solicit assistance in liehalf of the Hugue- 
nots. The qvieen supplied him w'ith 50,000 ■ 
crowns, and ten ships, with which he { 
raised the blockade of Kochelle. 

I5d(i. Sept. 20.' Habington, Tichbourne, 
and others, convicted of conspiring the 
rescue of tlie queen of Scots and again.st 
Elizabeth, executed with great barbarity ^ 
in St. Giles’s fields. Seven of the con- j 
s\)irator8 were condemned and hung up ; 
tlien cut down whilst alive, and their { 
bowels taken out ; but the other seven, by 
the qiuen's order, hung till they were 
dead, and then were embtiwelled. 

Oct. 11 . The queen of Scots is charged 
with being a promoter of Babington’s 
^oll^piracy, and forty-seven commissioners | 
are (ordered to try her at Fotheriiigay , 
castle, in Northamptonshire : at first Mary | 
denied tlieir jurisdiction, but afterwards 
submitted to plead, and demanded to be 
confronted with the two witnesses, Nau 
and Curie. The court was adjourned to 
the star-chamber at Westminster, and 
26th October the commissioners agreed in 
their judgment. Both houses of parlia- 
ment petitioned that the sentence of death 
JJjight be carried into immediate execution. 
The judgment was proclaimed by sound 
trumpet in London, The bells tolled 
lur twenty-four hours j bonfires biased in 


the streets, and the citizens appeared in- 
toxicated with joy. 

i6. Sir Philip Sidney, nephew of Lei- 
cester; killed in the Dutch wars. p. 159. 

29. Another parliament is called, being 
the sixth of this reign, wherein the sen- 
tence against the queen of Scots is con- 
firmed, and both houses importunately 
address the queen that it may be executed. 

Dec, 6. Mary’s sentence was published 
throughout the kingdom. 

Mary wrote to Elizabeth, to desire cer- 
tain favours concerning her death, burial, 
and servants ; but it is uncertain whether 
this letter was delivered. 

1587. Feb, 1. The queen signs the war- 
rant for Mary’s death, which Burleigh 
supersedes by a comtmssion directed to the 
earls of Kent, Shrewsbury, Derby, and 
Cumberland, to see the sentence put into 
execution. 

Feb, 8. Mary beheaded in the hall of 
Fotheringay castle, in the presence of 
about two hundred gentlemen of the couri- 
! ty : she was in the forty-fifth year of her 
I age, and the eighteenth of her imprison- 
! ment. The unfortunate queen died nobly ; 

I disclaiming to the last any design against 
the life of her cousin, the queen of Eng- 
land. Although there can be little doubt 
Mary was implictded in treasonable prac- 
tices, of which her long, cruel, and unjust 
confinement was an extenuation : her chief 
offences, in the eyes of the reformers, were 
the misfortune of being a catholic, and 
presumptive heir to the crowm of England, 
by which the protestant succession was 
endangered. The unprincipled Leicester 
proposed removing her by poison; Wal- 
siiighain recominendcd the solemnity of a 
public execution as more suitable ; but 
Elizabeth would have preferred assassina- 
tion, of which she gave a significant inti- 
mation to Pawlet and Dniry. (Lingard, 
viii. 282.) Elizidieth’s conduct through- 
out was marked by her accusiomed irreso- 
lution, craft, and dissimulation. She laid 
the blame of Mary’s death on her secretary 
l>svison, and pretended that the warrant 
she had signed was to have lain dormant^ 
and that she never meant it to be executed, 
unless upon absolute necessity. Burleigh 
and her other advisers interpreted her 

shes differently. Mary was buried in the 
cathedral of Peterborough, and on her 
son's accession to the crown of England, 
he removed her corpse in 1612 into llenry 
Vllth’s chapel. 

Elizabeth expressed great sorrow at the 
news being brought her of Mary's execu- 
tion. She wrote to the king ol Scotland, 
to oxcu'^c herself* from iHuiig the instni- 
.rnent of Mary’s death. To give a co- 
\ \ouT to \)av\8on was impnsoued, and 
I fined in 10,000/.: ho continued a long 
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time in custody, and was obliged to pay 
every farthing of the fine, which reduced 
him to beggary, and all the favour he pro- 
cured from the queen, for being the faith- 
ful instrument of her real intentions, was 
a very slight support. 

April. The puritans bring in a bill into the 
house of commons for reforming the esta- 
blished church, and introducing the Geneva 
discipline; whereu{)on some of the most 
zealous members were sent to the Tower, 
by an order of council ; at which the puri- 
tans were so exas[)erated, that they imme- 
diately began to propagate their doctrines, 
declaring that the queen might be excom- 
municated as an ent-my to Christ, and that 
being so excommunicated, the people 
might punish her. 

Admiral Drake burnt a hundred sail of 
ships in the port of Cadiz. 

Philip, of Spain, being determined to 
invade England, secretary Walsinghain 
got all tlw Spanish bills, that were to sup- 
ply the king with money, to be protested 
at Genoa. 

John Fox, the martyrologist, died. 

1588. Mr. l^avendish finished his voyage 
round the globe, taking a great many 
ships ill the Pacitic ocean, and bringing 
home considerable plunder ; he whs two 
years and two months absent. 

Duelling with small swords first intro- 
duced into England. 

The earl of Leicester, the (pi een’s favour- 
ite, having ill success in the Netherlands, 
was recalled, and lord Buckhurst was sent 
over to accommodate matters, who, upon 
his return, accused Leicoier, against whom 
all proceedings are stopped by Klizal>eth. 

A petition, with a book of devotions, was 
presented to the house by four of the puri- 
tans ; the queen sent fur the book, and 
committed the four members who presented 
it. 

Thomas Bromley, lord chancellor, dying, 
was succeeded by sir Christojiher Hatton, 
being the first that possessed that high 
office, who was neither prelate rujr lawyer, 
but he acquitted himself with great ability. 

The king of Spain, after being occupied 
five years in preparations, completed his 
grand naval armament for the conquest of 
Britain^ consinting af ninety-two gaih >ris, 
or large ships of the line, four gailiasses, 
thirty frigates, thirty transports lor horse, 
and four galleys ; on board whereof ’ ore 
8350 mariners, 2080 galley-slaves, and 
19,290 land forces; the whole commanded 
by the duke of Menina Sidonia; liesides 
which, the prince of Parma, the Spani.sh 
general in Flanders, was ordered to provide 
traDS|)orts, and fiat-bottomed boats, to 
transport an army of horse and foot from 
the Netherlands to England. At the same 
time pope Sixtus V. published a cnisado 


J against Elizabeth, declaring her dethroned, 
and her subjects absolved from their allegi* 
ance, granting indulgences to all those who 
should assist in dethroning this heretical 
I queen, which drew in numbers of catholic 
volunteers of quality, from several king 
doms of Europe, to list themselves in the 
Spanish service. 

To oppose this formidable Armada, the 
queen assembled a numerous fleet, com- 
manded by lord Howard of Effingham, 
assisted by tliose celebrated commanders, 
Drake, Hawkins, and Frobisher : these 
were stationed near Plymouth, to oppose 
the ei.erny as he entered the channel, while 
lord Henry Seymour commanded another 
fleet of forty men-of-war, English and 
Dutch, upon the coast of Flanders, to pre- 
vent the duke of Parma’s bringing over 
forces from thence. The queen also as- 
sembled an army of 80,000 men, 20,000 
whereof were cantoned on the southern 
coast, to oppose a descent there; 23,000 
foot, and 1000 horse, under the command 
of the earl of Leicester, were pasted at 
Tilbury, near the mouth of the Thames ; 
and the residue, consisting of 34,000 foot, 
and 2000 horse> remained about the queen’s 
person : the militia was raised to reinforce 
the regular troops where there should be 
octasion. 

All the ports and accessible places on 
the coast were fortified, and strongly gar- 
risoned. Orders were given to oppose the 
enemy’s descent in all places, but not to 
come to a general engagement, if they 
should land, but retire and destroy the 
country before them, that the Spaniards 
might meet with no subsistence, and be 
perpetually harassed in their march ; both 
the king of Scotland and the Dutch en- 
gaged to assist the queen with all their 
forces against Spain. 

The city of London lent the queen great 
sums of money on this emergency, and 
being directed to furnish 5000 men and 
fifteen ships, they raised 10,000 men and 
thirty ships. 

The S))anish Armada sailed from the 
Tagus vu the 29th of May, but being dis- 
persed by a storm, rendezvoused at ('o- 
ninua, from whence they set sail on the 
12th of July, and entering the English 
channel on the 19th, admiral Howard suf- 
fered iliem to }>a88 by him, following them 
close until the 21st. A battle began, and a 
kind of running fight continued to the 
27th, when the Spaniards came to an an- 
chor m Calais roads, in order to wait for 
the duke of Parma and his transports, with 
the land-forces troin Flanders. 

Meauwhiie several noblemen and gc*'* 
t lenten fitted out ship'. of war at their own 
charge, and joined the English fleet, which 
amtiunted now to 140 vessels, much 
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indeed, but nimbler sailers than the Spa- 
nibh galleons. Another large squadron of 
Knglish and Dutch lay before the harbours 
of Newport and Dunkirk, and rendered it 
in[ij)racticable fur the duke of Parma to 
transport any land forces from Flanders. 

The English admiral, finding he could 
make but little impression on the Armada, 
the galleons being so much superior to him 
ill bulk, Sent in eight or ten fireships among 
them in the night-time, which put the 
Spaniards in the utmost confusion. They 
cut their cables immediately, and put to 
sea; and endeavouring to return to the 
rendezvous between Calais and Gravelines, 
the English fell upon them, and took seve- 
ral of their ships ; whereupon the rest bore 
away for Scotland and Ireland. 

While the fleets were engaged, the queen 
appeared on horseback at the head of the | 
army, encouraging them to defend their 
country, and giving orders how to attack 
and distress the eiieiiw if they should laud ; 
but they were so roWghW bandied at sea, 
that they thought of nothing else but how 
they shotdd escape to Spain by the north 
of Scotland ami liel.iod, having lost fifteen 
great ships and 4791 men, id the several 
engagements with the English fleet, in the 
Channel, in the months of July and Au- 
gust ; seventeen ships, and 5394 men, w^re 
drowned, killed, or taken upon the coast of 
Ireland, in the month of September ; and 
another great ship, with 7(10 men, cast 
away on the coast of Scotland, As to the 
loss of the English, it was so inconsider- 
able, that none of our historians mention 
the loss of one ship. 

A medal was struck on the retreat of 
the Spanish Armada, with this inscription, 

Venit, vidit, fngit*’— ‘‘ It came, saw, and 
fled.” Another with fireships and a fleet 
in confusion, with this motto, “ Dux fucmiiia 
facti” — A woman conducted the enter- 
prise.** 

Sf-pt. 4. Robert Dudley, earl of Leicester 
dies of fever, as then supposed, but now 
iscertained of {loison, while escorting his 
wife to Kenilworth castle, where, from jea- 
lousy of sir Chri'*topher Blount, her ma>ter 
of the horse, he purposed secretly tlis. 
patching her, as he had done his first wife 
the husband of liis then present wife, and 
other iiersons. But this expert poisoner 
became the victim of his own arts. The 
lady, apprised of his design upon her, took 
advantage of an indigestion prodiia*d by 
luH habitual gluttony at Coriibury-hall, in 
Oxfordshire, to give him “ a cordial I 
draught,” winch proved his last. She next ' 
tuiirri**d the equerry. (Mac. Hist. hi. 12.) 

I hough Leicebter was never higher in fa- 
vour with the queen, he was no sooner 
dead, than s\ie caused his goods ti> bo sold 
to reimburse her for the sums she had lent 


him. Elizabeth’s attachment was selfish 
and sensual, and her favourite a man of 
mean capacity and a reputed coward, who 
clothed his villaniesin the mask of religious 
hypocrisy. 

The “ Chest at Chatham ** established, 
v/hioli, by means of a small deduction from 
the ptiy of every seaman, provided an an- 
nual pension for such as were wounded. 

1589. Feb, 4. Parliament met, and gave 
the queen two entire subsidies, and four 
fifteenths and tenths ; and a subsidy of 
six shillings in the pound was granted by 
the clergy, to be paid in three years. 

The art of making paper introduced into 
England, and the fiist mill set up, and pa- 
lter made, at Dartford in Kent. 

yiprii 18. Karl of Arundel tried and con- 
victed of treason, bflt the sentence never 
executed, and the earl, after eleven years’ 
mprisoninent, died in the Tower. 

Admiral Drake and sir John Norris fit 
mt a fleet of men-of-war at their own 
charges, and make descents in Sp viu and 
Portugal with H.O(H) men, (the queen only 
assisting with ()(),l)Ub/. and six ships.) and 
marched up to Lisbon and plundered the 
country. In this exp«*(lition, out of 1100 
geutienien, only 350 returned. 

June, The English seizetl sixty ships be- 
longing to the lianse towns in the Tagus ; 
they were laden with naval stores to equip 
a licet against England. The Hanse towns 
cuiiiplain of this seizure without efli ct. 

yJug. 1, Henry 111. of France, who had 
assassinated the duke of Guise, was him- 
self ussassiuuted by James Clement, a 
monk ; and the king of Navarre succeeded 
him by the name of Henry IV., a protest- 
uut, whom Elizabeth supplied with 23,000/ 
to support his right. 

Francis Kett, a member of one of the uni- 
versities, was burnt at Norwich, for heresy. 
He a]*pears to have been the last who suf- 
lered nt the stake lor his heterodox opinions. 

8atrr«)ii first jdaiited in Knglautl. 

1590. The queen raised the customs 
from 14,000/. to 50,000/ per annum. 

The queen fortilied Milford llaveii. 

The puritans denying the (|ueeir.s supre- 
macy, and inciting the people to n hellion, 
I'd «l one of their preachers, and chief of the 
libellers, is convicted of felony, but panioneil. 

Sailcloth first woven in Knglaiul fur the 
use of the navy. 

The baiHi of peusioiieni first established 
by Elizabeth. 

1591. May, Cartwright, the head of the 
iioncoiiformists, and nine others, imprisoned 
by the star-chamber court. 

The art of weaving stockings invented by 
the Hev. Mr. Lee, of (bimbndge. 

Telescopes invented by Mr. /. Jansen, a 
spectacle-makeT) at MiiUUvburg, in Ger- 
many. 
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The coal-owners at Newcastle entered 
into a combination^ and raised the price of 
coals in London from 4*. to 9s. a chaldron. 

Ju/y 26. Hacket, who imagined he was 
John the Baptist, come to prepare the way 
for the Messiah, is executed for blasphemy. 
Coppirigrr, one of his followers, starved 
himself, or was starved to death in prison. 

Captain Lancaster, and Captain Rimer, 
sailed to the £ast Indies, in order to begin 
a trade there ; Rimer was cast away, and 
Lancaster returned richly laden, but only 
with seven hands on board. 

Some ships went to Cajie Breton, which 
was the first of the Knglish whale-fishery. 

The queen erected a university at Dub- 
lin, which she emlowed with considerable 
revenues, and the usual privileges granted 
to iinive:silies. • 

1592. The earl of Cumberland, the city 
of London, and sir Walter Raleigh, fit out 
a large fleet of men-of-war, with land-forces 
on board, to attack the Spanish settle- 
ments in America, but not succeeding 
there, took a large galleon in their return, 
at the Azores, valued at 150,000/., and the 
adventurers shared the plunder ; the cn w 
of this vessel, which consisted of (iOO, were 
most of them killed. 

Sir John Perrot, lord deputy of Ireland, 
CMulemned to die for reflecting on the ^ 
queen’s legitimacy. 

The queen went to Oxfoid, and was 
sumptuously entertained by the university. 

Fed. 19. Parliament met, and having 
chosen sir Edward Coke, the solicitor-ge- 
neral, speaker, he made, in the name of the 
commons, to the queen the usual requests 
— freedom from arrest, liberty of speech, 
and access to her person. Elizabeth an- 
iswered by the mouth of the lord-keeper, sir 
John Puckering, that their first prayer was 
granted, with this condition, that their li- 
berty of speech extended no farther than 
‘‘ay or no ; ” that if any idle heads ha- 
zarded their estates by meddling with mat- 
ters of church and state, the speaker should 
not receive their bills. Freedom from ar- 
rest was granted with the proviso, “ that 
no man’s ill-doings be covered or pro- 
tected.” The privilege of access to the 
royal person was to depend upon the im- 
portance of the occasion, and her majesty 's 
leisure. Two members, Peter Wentworth 
and sir Henry Bromley, infringing these 
limitations, tfie formtir whs sent to the 
Tower, the latter to the Fleet. Mt rice 
was also arrested in the house hy Hi* 
queen’s warrant, for a similar offence, and 
conveyed by the sergeant-at arms to Tut- 
bury castle. 

A remarkable act passed, which obliged 
all persons to conform, and repair at least 
once a mouth to the established church, 
under pain of imprisonment, and banish- 


ment should they refuse to submit. Ano- 
ther confined popish recusants within five 
miles of their respective dwellingM. 

Under these and some preceding treason 
acts, a relentless persecution was carried on 
during the remainder of the queen’s reign 
against the catholics and puritciiis. Sixty- 
one clergymen, forty-seven laymen, and two 
gentlemen suffered capital punishment on 
the scaffold. These sufferings, however, 
affected but a small part of the catholic 
population ; the great grievance consisted 
in the penalties of recusancy ; which wore 
ruinous to persons of property, while the 
poorer sort were thrown into prison. The 
gaols were crowded with victims. At one 
sessions in Ilampshire 400, at the assizes in 
Lancashire 600 recusants were p'^esented. 
But the counties comjdaiuing of the ex- 
pense of their maintenance, the queen or- 
dered them to be discharged at the discre- 
tion of the magistrates. From some, only 
a promise of good behaviour was required ; 
others had their ears l^ved with a hot iron ; 
others were publicly whipped. To these 
sufferings must he added domiciliary visits, 
in search of catholic clergymen. These 
sometimes comprised a whole distiict. In 
1584, fifty gentlemen’s houses were 
searched on the same night, and almost 
all^he owners dragged to prison. (Ling, 
viii. 360.) It is remarkable, that the most 
intolerant ])ersecutors of the papists were 
the protestaiit recusants, who were them- 
selves obnoxious to some of the |)enalties of 

these godly laws.” 

Sir Jolm Fortescue, in order to induce 
the commons to consent to a large supply, 
observed, that the Netherlands cost the 
queen 150,000/. per annum ; that she had 
paid off a debt of 4,000,000/. the ciown 
owed at her accession ; that she had vastly 
increased the royal navy, and furnished it 
with brass guns ; that no prince was at less 
expenves in his court, but thit the subsi- 
dies did not produce half so much as they 
did in ti e reign of Henry VIII., being as- 
sessed so low, and therefore insisted the 
Hi;pplu*s ought to be greater. 

bir Walter Raleigh went to sea with flf- 
teeii sail, and took several vessels very 
richly laden. 

1593. Sir Francis Bacon, in this parlia- 
ment, moved the purging the statute-book, 
and lessening the volumes of law, which 
che ]>eople could not observe, or the law* 
yers understand. 

Jtffic 7. Lopez, a jew, the queen’s phy- 
sicia* , and several others, were convicted 
of a design to poisou her, and were exe- 
cuted as traitors. 

Juhj 25. Henry IV. of Navarre, deserts 
the Huguenots, and makes a solemn jiro- 
ftssioii of his reconciliation to the church 
of Rome. 
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The lords desiring a conference with the 
commons, on the supply, it was resolved 
there should be no such conference, the 
lords having nothing to do with the taxes. 

At length the commons granted three sub- 
sidies, and six fifteenths and tenths, and 
confirmed a grant of two subsidies, and 
four shillings in the pound given by the 
clergy, to be paid in two years ; for which 
the queen thanked them, but took occasion 
to observe, that some of the inhabitants of 
the sea-coast had fled up into the country 
on the late invasion, but swore by God, if 
she knew any of them do so for tlie future, 
she would make them know and feel what 
it was to be fearful in such a cause. 

Penry, a puritan preacher, was convicted 
and executed for felony, in publishing se- 
ditious libels, defaming the queen, and ex- 
citing the people to rebellion. Greenwood, 
Barrow, and Bowles were executed for si- 
milar offences. A severe proclamation is- 
sued against seditious libels, and the star- 
chamber restrained printing to the metro- 
polis, and the two universities, to a single 
press in each of these, and to a certain 
number in London, with a prohibition to 
print, sell, or stitch any work not previ- 
ously approved by the bishop or archbishop. 
In defiance of these regulations, copies of 
the obnoxious publications whto circuited 
in every ^lart of the kingdom. They issued 
from an ambulatory press, which was se- 
cretly conveyed from place to place ; it was 
the palladium of the ultra-reformer^, hut 
was at length discovered and demolished 
in the vicinity of Manchester. 

The queen fortified the isles of Scilly, 
Guernsey, and Jersey. 

Above 28,000 people died of the plague 
in London. 

Whalebone first brought to Englant; 
fmm Cape Breton. 

1504. Patrick Cullan, an Irish fencing 
master, having received large prrimises 
trom the Spaniards, engaged to kill the 
([ueen, for which he was executed. Ed- 
immd York and others, about the same 
time, were employed to kill the queen, an 
fire the royal navy. Whereupon the queen 
expostulated with the king of Spain, re 
proaching him with the baseness of cm 
ploying assassins every day to take away 
her life, and insisted on bis delivering up 
Throgmorton, Holt, and the rest of the 
Jesuits and priests who managed these 
conspiracies, but to no pur|)Ose. 

Henry IV., having renounced his religion 
was generally submitted to by the catholic 
lords ; the city of Paris opened her gates 
to him, and with the assistance of the 
Englisli forces, he drove the Spaniards out 
ol Britanny, but neither repaid the queen 
the expenses she had been at in supporting 
him, nor delivered her any town as a seen- 
ity for them, according to his engage- 


ments ; whereupon the queen recalled sir 
John Norris, with the English forces, and 
sent them to Ireland to suppress the rebels. 

Bevis Bulmar, a gentleman, erected an 
engine at Broken wharf, for the convey- 
ance of the Thames water through the city 
of Xondon, and by pipes of lead into each 
house. 

1595. The streets of London being 
much infested with vagabonds, the mayor 
and star-chamber exerted their authority 
:o abate the nuisance ; but the queen, find- 
og their remedies ineflf'ectual, granted a 
commission to sir Thomas V^ ilford, com- 
manding him to receive the most incorri- 
gible of these offenders from the magis- 
rates, and “ to execute them openly upon 
he gallows, according to the ju.stico of 
martial law.” 

July. The Spaniards made a descent 
ipon England; in Devonshire they de- 
itroyed Penzance, and burnt St. Paul’s 
hurch. . 

Sir Walter Raleigh, captain of the 
queen's guards, having debauched one of 
the queen's maids of honour, was in dis- 
grace at court, and thereupon undertook 
an expedition to Guiana in South America, 
to discover a gold mine be had received 
some intelligence of ; he returned without 
accomplishing his object. 

Sir Francis Drake and sir John Haw- 
kins, with a fleet of meii-of-war, and land 
forces on hoard, also made an attempt to 
surprise the Spanish settlements on the 
Isthmus of Darien, and actually land^ a 
body of forces under the command of sit 
Thomas Baskerville, witl^ a design to at- 
tack Panama, on the south sea, where the 
treasures of Peru were lodged, but theii|, 
design was discovered, and the Spaniards 
were so well prepared, and the English so 
sicklv when they came to lie on shore, that 
they performed nothing of consequence. 
Both Drake and Hawkins died in this un- 
successful expedition. , 

1596. The Spaniards took Calais from 
the French after a siege of twelve days, at 
which Elizabeth was alarmed, and entered 
into an alliance, offensive and defensive, 
arilh France. , 

The puritans pretend to work miracles, 
and particularly to cast out devils, 

Thu country swarmed with rogues and 
beggars, insomuch that they laid the farm- 
ers under contribution ; upwards ot two 
hundred of these vagabonds were fried at 
the assises in Somersetshire, of 
forty were condemned for felony in that 

'“Sri5"-Adn.ir.IHo«ar.U..dthcc.rI 

of Essex took the city «f 

dered it, »nd destroyed the ships »n the 

harbour ; the damage tiio 

tained was computed at twenty miUions of 

ducats. 
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1597. A large fleet fitted out, com- 
manded by the earl of Essex and sir Meal- 
ier Raleigh, to intercept the galleons in 
their return from America, and narrowly 
missed them at the Azores, but the fre- 
quent storms and misunderstandings be- 
tween Essex and Raleigh prevented their 
engaging in any other enterprise. 

Watches brought to England from Ger- 
many, when one was presented to the queen. 

Oct. 24. Parliament met, and a bill was 
brought in f»»r regulating the ecclesiastical 
courts, but the queen forbade their meddling 
in ecclesiastical aifairs. 

A great plague in London and its sub- 
urbs, which swept off 1 7,890 persons. 

1598. The first whale-fishery established 
by the English was j)egun this year at 
Spitzbergen. 

Henry IV. made a separate peace with 
Spain without the queen’s knowletlge ; 
whereupon she reproached him with ingra* ■ 
titude and breach of faith. 

The war against the earl of Tyrone in ; 
Ireland being di managed, the queen pro- 
posed to Essex*' the sending sir Willbun 
Knollys there ; but the earl, not approving 
of him, rudely turned Itis back upon her, 
whereupon she gave him a box on the ear, 
and bid him Go to the devil. Essex in- 
stantly grasjied his sword, but the lord 
admiral interposed, and the earl, bursting 
out of the room, declared he would not ^ 
have taken such an insult from her father, 
much less a king in petticoats. 

This year died lord Burleigh, in the 78th 
year of his age, and who, for forty years, 
had a great share in the public adminis- 
tration. He was succeeded in his title by I 
|p8 son Thomas, and in his influence ns 
minister by his second and favourite son 
Roliert. Burleigh was informed, prudent, 
circumspect rather than sagacious, <levoted 
to the queen and the reformed worship ; 
but neither his capacity nor the objects of 
his policy were of the highest order. 

Sept, 4. Philip II. dies at the Kscurial 
of a loathsome disease, after a reign of 
forty-three years, during which, by his own 
account, he expended 600.000, (KM> of gold 
ducats, and sacrificed 20,000,000 of human 
lives ; leaving his dominions, notwith- 
standing, nearly as he found them. 

Noe. 23. Squires, a disbanded soldier, 
executed for placing poison in the pommei 
of the queen’s saddle,* under the agon . i;f 
the rack he confessed his guilt of this ab- 
surd charge ; but at the place of execution 
protested his innocence to the last. 

Sir Thomas Bodley rebuilt and furnished 
the public library at Oxford with a vast 
collection of books and manuscripts from 
all parts of the world. 

Lord George (.difibrd with the earl of 
Cumberland fitted out a fleet of men-of- 
war, and plundered the island of Porto Rb:o. 


Other adventurers attacked the Spanish 
settlements in the West Indies, but found 
the Spaniards better fortified, and more 
upon their guard, than at the beginning of 
the war. 

The queen, being much at leisure, di- 
verted herself with translating Horace, and 
other classics. 

Edmund Spenser died, the author of the 

Faery Queen.” 

1599. Tyrone, the Irisli rebel, defeated 
the English forces, commanded by sir 
Henry Bagiial, who was killed in the 
battle, whereupon the whole province of 
Munster revolted to him, and he invited 
the Spaniards to make a descent in that 
king<lom, and join him. The queen made 
the earl of Essex lord-lieutenant of Ireland, 
iind sent him over with an army of 20,000 
lien to reduce Tyrone, but he managed the 
war faintly, and made a suspicious truce 
with Tyrone. Essex hastily returned to 
England to justify his conduct, and al>- 
ruptly intruded into the queen’s dressing- 
room on the morning of Michaelmas eve ; 
Elizabeth received him with apparent kind 
nesH, but in the evening he was ordered to 
be confined to his own house. Next year 
Tyrone broke the truce, overran all the 
country, aiifl acted as sovereign of Ireland ; 
whA-eupon lord Mount joy was made deputy 
of Ireland, and, with the assistance of sir 
Edward Blaney. restored the English af- 
fairs in the north. 

JJec» 12. Essex falls sick, and the queen 
sends him a message of comfort, and some 
broth. 

1600. June 5. Essex brought to trial, of 
which the result w as, that he was liberated, 
but not restored to the queen’s favour. 

.duy. 5. A conspiracy against the king 
of Scots was formed by the Kuthveiis. 

The queen raised great sums on the no- 
bility, by making them pay fines for such 
crown lands as they enjoyed, to which they 
could not make out a clear title. 

The English and Dutch gave the Spa- 
niards .1 great defeat before Newport, in 
Flanders where 9000 of the latter were 
slain. 

The English East-India company 
formed ; they established factories in Chi- 
na, Japan, India, Amboytia, Java, and 
Sumatra. 

The jiope publiivhed his hulls to exclude 
James from the throne of England, and at 
the same time there was a conspiracy by 
the Gowries (whose father had been put to 
death for high-treason in Scotland) to mur- 
der the king ; he escaped very narrowly by 
his servants bre.'iking into the room, and 
killing the dowries, as they were abou^^to 
commit the deed. 

A^ov. 19. Prince Charles, aficiwards 
Charles I. of England, born at DuBitenn 
line. 
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1601. The earl of Essex who^ after his 
triali was deprived of his places, had retired 
to the country, but soon alter returned to 
London, and entertained all those who were 
disaffected to the government : he endea- 
voured also to bring the king of Scots over 
.to his party, and spake contemptuously of 
the queen* He courted both papists and 
puritans, and hired soldiers to defend his 
house, entering into a conspiracy to seize 
the queen, and take the Tower. Being com* 
manded to attend the council, he refused, 
assembled his iriendf), and fortified Essex- 
hpuse ; four of the privy council being sent 
thither, to inquire into the reason of his 
conduct, he imprisoned them, and sullied 
out into the city, but nobody joining him, 
he was proclaimed a traitor, and returning 
to his house, he and his friend the earl of 
Southampton were made prisoners, and 
committed first to Lambeth palace, and 
ulterwiirds to the Tower. 

Feb, 19. Essex and Southampton brought 
to trial before their peers, and convicted of 
high treason, in conspiring against the 
(pieen, and breaking into open rebeUiuti. 
Southampton was spared, but Essex was 
beheaded in the Tower on the ‘25th ; and 
thus perished at the premature age of thir- 
ty-four, this rash, gallant, and aspiring 
nobleman. Cuff, his secretary, Merrick, 
his steward, sir Christopher Blount, his 
father-in-law, and sir Robert Havers, his 
accomplices, were executed some few days 
after. 

The queen granted a charter to the earl 
of Cumberland and 215 knights, to pursue 
voyages to the East Indies. Returning 
from their first voyage, th**y took posses- 
sion of the island of St. Helena. 

Elizabeth added 2000/. a year to James's 
pension. 

The city of London fitted out some 
ships to cruize against the Spaniards ; 
such debtors in gaols as were willing to 
enter on board the said shijis, were dis- 
chari^d, by proclamation, from all the de- 
mands of their creditors. 

Oci. 27. The tenth and last fiarlianient 
of this reign met. A bill was Inrought in to 
prevent riding in coaches, it being sug- 
^^'sted ih.it this coninbiited to render gen- 
tlemen efieminate ; but it was dropped. It 
was resolved that a sheriff conhl not be 
flitted knight of the shire for his own 
county, hut that he might be made sheriff 
•iftei he was elected. The fashion being to 
wear boots and long spurs on foot as well 

on horseback, the s|>eaker directed the 
members to come into the house without 

KplllS. 

Creat complaints being made of the 
corrupt practices of justices of the )H*ace, a 
member described “ a magistrate to be a 
person that, for half a dosen chickens, 


would dispense with half a dozen penal 
statutes.” 

In the debates on the supply, it was 
shown, that the last whole subsidies being 
after the rate of four shillings in the pound 
upon lands, and eight groats upon goods, 
did not amount to mure than 80,000/. ; the 
clergy’s subsidy amounted to 20,000/. ; and 
the double fifteenths to 60,000/. ; the total 
160,000/. ; whereas the queen had spent 
300,000/. in the Irish war. 

Sir Walter Raleigh observed, on this 
occasion, that the estates of the nobility 
and gentry, which were charged at thirty 
or forty pounds in the queen’s books, were 
not charged at a hundredth part of the 
real value, suggesting that this was the 
reason the subsidies^ raised so little ; and 
he moved, that as the justices of peace 
were scarce any of them rated above eight 
or ten pounds a year, they might be ad- 
vanced to twenty pounds per annum at 
least, which was the qualification required 
by the statute for a justice of peace ; but 
the commons declined to alter the rate ot 
taxation, and leave themselves liable to be 
taxed at the rack-rent. Parliament, how- 
ever, granted lour entire subsidies, and 
eight filteenths, which were the largest 
supply that was given in this reign, though 
when they gave three subsidies and six 
filteenths, they provided that even that 
should never be drawn into example. 

Monopolies came next under considera- 
tion. These were patents granted to en- 
gross almost every branch of trade, the 
grantees not sufiering any person to make 
or sell the goods mentioned in their re- 
sjiective patents, and setting what price 
they pleased upon their goods, insomuch 
that salt, one of these muno]iulies, was 
raised from fourteen pence to fourteen 
shillings a bushel ; brandy, vinegar, s)>i- 
rits, leather, and other articles, in propor- 
tion : which patents were either obtained 
for money, or given to the queen's othcers 
and favourites, (sir Walter Raleigh, for in- 
stance., had a patent for the sole vending 
of tin.) These monopilies had been com- 
plained of in piirliainent, and promised to 
bo abrogated four years before, and some 
had been annulled, but many more couti- 
nued. It was now, therefore, moved to 
have them revoked, and the jiatentees pu- 
nished for their exturtiuu.s. 

Sir Francis Bacon, on the other hand, 
insisted that the queen had a right to 
grant these monopolizing patents, and by 
a fion obt/ofife might even suspend the jie- 
lal lawsj ho moved, that us it was a mat- 
ter which touclietl her majesty's i>reroga- 
tive, they should pri»ceed by way of petition 
to her, and not by l»iU. Alter lyiiich a list 
of thirty or forty monopolies being WAd in 
the house, a member demanded it tbem 
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was not a patent for making of bread ; at 
which some courtiers expressing their re> 
sentmeut, he replied, if bread was not 
amongst them, it would shortly, if a stop 
was not put to such grievances. 

The queen, understanding what a fer- 
ment the members were in on this occasion, 
did not stay till she was addressed, but sent 
a message to the house, acquainting them 
that several petitions had been presented 
her against monopolies, (taking no notice 
of the debates,) and declared she was sen- 
sibly touched with the people’s grievances, 
expressing the utmost indignation against 
those who had abused her grants, and ap- 
pealed to God how careful she had ever 
been to defend them against oppression, 
and promised they shopld be revoked. Se- 
cretary Cecil added, her majesty was not 
apprised of the ill tendency of these grants 
when she made them, and hoped there 
would never be any more ; at whkh the 
house in general said. Amen, 

In this session was passed the celebrated 
act for the relief, ordering, and employment 
of the poor. The members too, as was 
usual at the close of their labours,- made a 
collection, out of which the chaplain of the 
house had ten pounds, and the serjeunt j 
thirty ; the rest was distributed to the | 
prisoners in the two counters, Ludgate aud 
Newgate, and the prisoners in Southwark 
and Westminster. 

The Spaniards landed 4000 men near Kin- 
sale in Ireland, on the 23rd of September, 
and took possession of that town, and were 
followed by a reinforcement of 2000 more. 
They joined Tyrone, the general of the 
Irish rebels, but the lord-deputy Mouutjoy 
surprised their army in the night-time, and 
entirely defeated them ; he afterwards com- 
pelled the garrison of Kinsale to surrendt^r, 
by the articles whereof the Spanianls 
agreed to surrender all other places in 
their possession, and to evacuate the king- 
dom, which they did soon after ; and Ty- 
rone being obliged to surrender at discre- 
tion the year following, he was carried by 
the lord-deputy in triumph to Dublin, after 
be had l)een eight years in rebellion. 

At the close of this year, the queen be- 
came subject to hypochondria. A letter of 
this date of her godson, sir John Harr'iig- ! 
ton, exhibits a curious example of her cle- 
meanour, and of the style of the age. 

" She is,^' he writes, much disfavt ued 
and unattired, and these troubles waste her 
much. She disregardeth everie cost he co- 
ver that cometh to her table, and taketh 
Utile but manchet and succory pottage. 
Every new message from the city doth 
disturb her, and she frowns on all the la- 
dies.'* Again, the many evil plots and 
designs hath overcome her highness’s 
sweet temper. She walks much in her 


privy chamber, and stamps much at ill 
news ; and thrusts her rusty sword, at 
times, into the arras in great rage.’* Far- 
ther, the dangers are over, aud yet she 
keeps a sword by her table ; ** and in the 
P.S, so disordered is all order, that her 
highness has worne but one change of 
rayment for many daies, and swears much 
at those that cause her griefs in such wise, 
to the DO small discomfiture of those that 
are about her ; more especially our sweete 
lady Arundel.” In another letter, << she 
often chides for small neglect, in such wise 
as to make these fayre maides often cry 
and bewail in piteous sort.*' 

1602. Sir Robert Mansel, with three 
ships, defeated six Spanish galleys ; he 
sunk two and took one. 

Dec. 6. The queen dined with sir Robert 
Cecil, and accepted, as was the custom, 
presents from him to the amount of 200\) 
crowns. 

Asparagus, artichokes, cauliflowers, and 
some other horticultural plants, first intro- 
duced. 

1003. Jan. 31. The queen, having been 
indisjiosed since November, removed to 
Richmond for quiet and change of air. 
Her health improved until the 2()th of Fe- 
bruary, when she had a relapse. She fell 
into a state of stupor, refused medicine, 
could take neither food nor rest, and lay on 
cushions on the fioor ; having a notion, if 
she were once to lie down in bed, she 
should never rise again. For ten days she 
sat oil the cushions, generally with her 
finger in her mouth, her eyes open aud 
fixed on the ground. 

Aral^ella Stuart, who stood in the same 
relationship to the throne as James of 
Scotland, imprisoned by an order of Cecil. 

March 22. The queen, having been put to 
lied, lay on her side motionless, and appa- 
rently insensible. The lords of the council 
being summoned, Nottingham reminded 
her of a former speech respecting her suc- 
cessor : she answered, “ I told you my 
seat had been the seat of kings, and I will 
have no rascal to succeed me. Who should 
succeed me but a king ? ” Cecil, wishing a 
more explicit declaration, requested her to 
explain what she meant by ‘‘ no rascal.'* 
She replied, that a king should succeed, 
and who could that be but her cousin of 
Scotland ? 

25. On the morning of this day, at two 
o’clock, the queen tranquilly breathed her 
last. She was in the 70th year of her age, 
aud the 46th of her reign, and was buried 
on the 28th of April, in W estminster Ab- 
bey, with great magnificence, at an ex- 
jiense of 1 7,428/ , as directed by her sue 
cessor in his letter to the lords ofc the 
council. 

Klixabeth was tall and portly, but never 
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handsome, though, from the fulsome flat- 
tery she tolerated, she seems to have lived 
under the delusion of possessing personal 
beauty^ Her love of finery was extreme. 
At her death, two, some say three thousand 
dresses were found in her wardrobe, with a 
numerous collection of jewellery, for the 
most part presents from petitioners, her 
courtiers and the nobility. Like her fa- 
ther, she was irritable and passionate, often 
venting her rage in blows and oaths. She 
was versed in music, sang and wrote well, 
and excelled in dancing, of which she was 
passionately fond. Her taste in literature 
(which indeed was the character of the 
age) was more learned tlian refined. 

The queen was a great economist, though ! 
the accounts of the period are so imperfect 
that it is impossible precisely to state either 
her revenue or expenditure. The former 
was certainly much less than half a million 
per annum. She received, during the forty- 
five years of her reign, from parliament, 
only twenty subsidies, and thirty-nine fif- 
teenths, averaging about 66,(i6G/. a year. 
The remainder of the royal income must 
have been made up from the crown-lands, 
wards, the duchy of Lancaster, and other 
Itranches of the hereditary revenues. One 
great source of ex^ienditure was Ireland. 
During ten years, according to Sir Robert 
Cecil, Ireland cost 3,400,0004, while its ri»- 
venue uinoiinted only to 120,0004 In four 
yjears of the war with Spain she expended 
I ,.‘100,0004 Her privy purse and household 
cost 42,0004 a year. 

Klizabeth had only thirteen ships of war, 
to which her successor added twelve. 

STATUTKS IN THIS liHIUN. 

1 Kliz. cap. 17. Prohibited the taking 
fish out of season, or under the statutable 
size. 

C»p. 19. Leases made by bishops for 
more than twenty-one years, or where the 
usual rent is not reserved, are made void. 

•"i Eliz. cap. 4. Directs how servants and 
labourers shall be hired, and apprentices 
put out. 

Cap. 9. Perjury is piinished with pillory 
and loss of ears. 

Cap. 1 1. Makes clipping the coin high 
treason. 

Cap. 14. Forging deeds or wills punished 
with the pillory and loss of ears. 

(Jap. 15. Persons publishing false prophe- 
cies, with an intent to incite sedition and 
relsjllion, or make any disturbance, shall 
be fined and imprisoned. 

(>ap. 20. Makes it felony, without cler- 
py ’ Kipsiei to remain one month la th< 
tungdom. 

Cap. 21. Fishing in other meirs pond^ 
and hunting in parks, treble damages ami 
three months* imprisonment* 


8 Eliz. cap. 2. Costs given to the de« 
Tendant where the plaintifi' is nonsuited. 

Cap. 4* Clergy taken away from pick- 
pockets to the value of one shilling. 

Cap. 5. The court of delegates made 
;he last resort in ecclesiastical and marine 
causes. 

13 Eliz. cap. 5. Fraudulent deeds to de- 
ceive creditors, void. 

Cap. 7. Provides against frauds commit* 
;ed by bankrupts. 

Gap. 10. Fraudulent deeds made by ec- 
ilesiastics, to defeat their successors of 
emedy for dilapidations, made void. And 
eases of any living for more than twenty- 
ne years, or three lives, made void. 

Cap. 12. Ecclesiastics to subscribe the 
hirty-nine Articles., None to preach or 
dminister the sacraments till twenty-four 
ears of age. 

(3ap. 20. Leases to be void when the 
ncuinbent is absent eighty days, and the 
ncuinbent to forfeit one year’s rent. 

14 Kliz. cap. 3. Misprision of treason to 
counterfeit foreign coin. 

Cap. 5. Justices of peace empowered to 
ax the county towards the relief of pri- 
soners. 

18 Kliz. cap. 3. Two justices empowered 
to punish the mother and reputed father of 
a bastard child. 

Cap. 6. On leases made by colleges, a 
third part of the rent shall be reserved in 
corn. 

Cap. 7. Clergy taken away in rape and 
burglary. 

Cap. 1 5. Goldsmiths shall set their marks 
on their wares. 

27 Kliz. cap. 4. Fraudulent conveyances 
to defeat purchasers, vt»id. 

Cap. 13. Directs how hue and cry shall 
be made. 

29 Kliz. cap. 4. Gives the sheriff pound- 
age on executions. 

31 Kliz. cap. 4. Makes the embezzling 
the queen’s stores felony. 

Cap, 7. Prohibits the erecting new cot- 
tages without laying four acres of laud to 
them. 

Cap, 12. Directs horses to be tolled. 

35 KHz. cap. 2. Popish recu-sants depart- 
ing five miles from their habitatioiH were 
forfeit their goods, and the profits of their 
lands, for life. 

Cap. 3. Confirms all grants of abbey- 
lands made by the crown. 

Cap, 5, Persons absenting a month from 
church, to be imprisoned, without bail. 

Cap.f). Prohibits the erection of build- 
ings on new fov\ndations within three miles 
of London and W ostminsteT, 

39 Kliz. csp. 2. Ploughed land converted 
into pasture, to be restored to tillage. 

Cap. 3. An act fur the relief of the 
poor. 
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Cap. 4. Houses of correction^ in every 
county, to be erected for the reception and 
punisoinent of vagabonds and sturdy beg- 
gars. 

Cap. 9. Carrying away any ward or wo- 
man against her will, having lands or 
goods, or heir-apparent of an estate, made 
felony without clergy. 

Cap. 1 5. Clergy taken from felons rob- 
bing a house or outhouse, to the amount 
of five shillings. 

43 £liz. cap. 2. Is the great ])oor-law act, 
which amends and embodies the provisions 
of all preceding statutes on the same sub- 
ject. 

Cap. 4. Empowered the lord chancellor 
to inquire how lands given to charitable 
uses have been applie^, and to order them 
to be put to the uses they were intended 
for. 

Cap. 7. Persons cutting standing corn, 
or robbing orchards, to be whipped it* they 
cannot make satisfaction. 

I.E.VRNED T^lEN. A.D. 1517 tO 1603. 

The Elizabethan age was more pre-emi- 
nent in literature than science, and its men 
of letters ch efly excelli'd in the production 
of works of history and the imagination. 
Its sweet poetry helped to correct the auste- 
rities of pm itanisin, but there were still no 
sound teachers of moral and j olitical philo- 
sophy. The next reign was more advanced, 
and minds appeared u ho sought to enlarge 
the circle of knowledge by more compre- 
hensive deductions than those derived from 
classic and scriptural quotations. The lite- 
rary character of the time will appear from 
tile following notice of the chief writers 
who iluiirished in the latter half of the 
sixteenth century. 

tldward ilall, who died in 1547, was a 
Londoner, bied at Eton and King’s Col- 
lege, Cambridge. He was a judge in the 
sheriff’s court, and member of the house 
of commons. His Chronicle of the Wars 
between the Roses ” is valuable, and curi- 
ous as affording delineations of tlie man- 
ners, dress, and customs of the [)eople dur- 
ing that turbulent era. 

John Leland was chaplain, librarian, and 
antiquarian to Henry VIII. To him is 
owing the preservation of numerous manu- 
scripts, which the libraries of religious 
houses contained, and which, by accepting 
the office of visitor at their dissolutii i, he 
saved from destruction. Ho became in- 
sane, either from the excessive fatigue of 
arranging these papers, or some other cause, 
and died in 1552. Apart of his volumi- 
nous collections was printed by Hearne, 
in 9 vo\s. 8vo* under the title of “ The 
Itinerary of John Leland.’’ The rest of 
his worltf remaiu in M^. in the Bodkiar; 
library. 


John Bale was a voluminous and viru- 
lent controversialist, who had been bishop 
of Ossoiy, and died a prebendary of Can- 
terbury in 1563, in the sixty-eight)^ year of 
his age. He was an unfair assailant of 
popery, which he had repudiated. His 
brief “ Chronicle concerning Sir John Old- 
castle was republished in 1729.” He is also 
the author of several plays on sacred sub- 
jects, some of which, he says, were ])iou8ly 
represented by young men in his own days 
at the market-cross of Kilkenny. But the 
chief work of the bishop, and the only one 
now referred to, is the ” Lives of the emi- 
nent Writers of Britain ; ’* from Japhet, 
the son of Noah, to the year 1557,- when 
the author was an exile in Germany. 

Sir Thomas C'haloner was a writer of 
varied erntlition, but more celebrated as a 
soldier and diplomatist. After publishing 
the Hrtki part of his greatest work, On the 
right ordering of the English Republic,” he 
died, much regretted, in 1565, in his for- 
tieth year, llis son was celebrated for his 
knowledge of chemistry, and discovered 
the first alum mines known in this country 
on his estate, near Gisborough, in York- 
shire. 

Sir Thomas Smith was an acute meta. 
physician, accomplished statesman, and 
able soldier. He was professor of Greek 
at Cambridge, and suggested a new mode 
of accenting that language ; he also formed 
a new alphabet for the English tongue, 
consisting of tweuty-niiie letters. To him 
collegiate bodies are indexed for the sta- 
tute which directs, that the third part of 
the rent on college leases should he re- 
served in corn. Sir Thoma,H died in 1577, 
at his seat, Mounthall, in Essex, aged 67 
years. 

William Fleetwood was an eminent law- 
yer, and nppointeil recorder of London in 
1569, He was the author of a ** Treatise 
on the Office of Justice of the Peace,” and 
other law tracts. Wood says, he was ” a 
good antiquary, hut of a marvellous merry 
and j.'leasant conceit.” lie descended from 
a respt'ctable Lancashire family, and died 
at his seat, at (yreat Misseiiden, in Buck- 
inghamshire, in 1593. 

Sir Walter Raleigh, who was beheaded 
in 1618, belongs to the next, rather than 
the present reign, but as his prosperous 
days ended with the death of Elisabeth, 
he may be suitably noticed in this place. 
Me was the son of a Devonshire gentle- 
man, and a distinguished warrior, states- 
man, and writer. His exj^edition to Ame- 
rica, while under sentence for high treason, 
and his urging, and personally 
the execution of the earl of EsMtt, are 
most questionable acts in his biogr^p'^y* 
His literary works were chiefly oo®I*®***“ 
during his imprisoament of twelv# 
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they are very raiscellaneons in their sub- 
jects; the l)est is his History of the 
World, ’ wliich is still read, and considered 
a jjood specimtrii of the English of his time. 
At his death, Raleigh was in his sixty- 
sixth year, and his demeanour on the scaf- 
fold has been justly admired. 

Ralph Holiashed is known as the most 
faithful and entertaining historian of the 
Elizabetiiau age. He is supposed to have 
been a clergyman, but little is known of 
his biography ; and at his death, about 
1582, he was only a servant, or steward, to 
Thomas Rordet, esq., of Bromcote, in 
Warwickshire. A new anti more perfect 
edition of the Chrtmicles of Holinslied” , 
was published in 1S07, in 6 vols. 4to. 
llolinshed was assisted by Harrison, and 
others, in the compilation of this valuable 
treasure of public and domestic history. 

John Hooker, an KngUsh historian, and 
M.P. for Exeter, in which city he was born 
about 1553. His chief works are, Order 
and Usage of keeping Parliaments in Ire- 
lanti,’’ the “ Events of ( omets and blazing 
Stars,*’ and the Chronicles of Ireland, it 
the second volume of llolinshed. Hi* 
iiepliew, Richard Hooker, was a celebrated 
theological writer, and author of the “ Laws 
of Ecclesiastical Polity,’’ which was writ- 
ten ill defence of the church of KogUad, 
iigainst the attacks of the puritans ; it is 
distinguished by learning, research, rich- 
ness, and purity of style. 

Thomas Tusser, a pleasant georgical jioet 
and good farmer, w ho died about l;)8i), aged 
sixty-tive. His “ Five Hundred Pointes 
of Goo<l Hushandrie ” have Uvn often re 
printed; the last edition hy Mavoriu 1812. 

Kegiflald Scoft was the son of sir Tho- 
mas, of Scott’s Hall, near Snieeth in Kent, 
a sensible and useful writer. His first 
work is entitled u Perfect Platform of a 
IIoj) Garden,” hut his mo.st seasonable and 
vi*ii iul publication is the Discoveiies of 
\\ itcheralt,’’ in which he assails the pre- 
valent credulity re.specting witches, ghosts, 
pi'ssessions, and hohgohlwis. Scott ciiii not 
lue to witness the full etlect of his labours, 
dying in hut the call for two editions 

kis work in the next century', showed 
that hig expositions had obtained the at- 
fentiou of the magistrates and clergy. 

Roger Ascham wa,s a learned and uccom> 
plisliL'd, but eccentric York shiremau. As ■ 
tutor to tlie lady Klizalu*tli, he had a sti- 
pend of20/„ equivalent to 200/. of present; 
inonvy. The queen never advanced this; 
allowance, which has been ascribed to his ; 
trregiilar liahits, his fondness lor dice and ; 
vock-fighting. Of Asebatn’s works it Vias , 
said his “ Archery ** is a good hook 
; his “ Schoolmaster*’ for 
men ; his ‘‘ Epistles ” for all men. He 
^ted in 1568, in his fifty-seventh yeuu 


Dr. John Dee, a celebrated professor of 
mathematics and astrology, was a native 
of London, and fellow of Trinity college, 
Cambridge. He experienced many vicissi- 
tudes, and some harsh treatment. At an 
early age he fell under the imputation of 
a magician, which induced him to travel ; 
at Paris he lectured on Euclid’s Elements ; 
upon which work he wrote a valuable com- 
mentary. In 1583, his library of 4000 
books and 700 MSS., at his house at Mort- 
lake, in Surrey, was, upon the idle charge 
of his su^M^rnatural dealings, seized. Some 
of J)ee’8 works are curious, but quite unin- 
telligible, particularly a large fiWio, detail- 
ing his conversations with angels and spi- 
rits. He died in 1608, aged eighty-one. 

John Hey wood wa^ one of the many po- 
ets who iiuuri.shed during this period. His 
sprightly wit enlivened the hours of the 
bigoted Mary ; at her death he quitted 
England, rather than live with triumphant 
heretics, and died at Mechlin in 1565. His 
son Jasper attained notice in literature as 
a spirited translator of plays. 

Sir Philip Sidney, the author of Arca- 
dia,” is too well known as an amiable man 
and gallant soldier to need particular de- 
scription. It is probable, however, that (he 
untimely death of Sidney, in 1586, in his 
thirty-second year, tended to exaggerate, 
beyond its merit, his literary reputation. A 
complete edition of his works was published 
in three volumes, 8vo. London, 1725 

George Ferrars, who died in 1579, had 
some share in the Mirror of Magistrates,” 
which was the joint composition of the best 
poets of the day. Being arrested for debt, 
while member for Plymouth, the circum- 
staiicos attending it originated the parlia- 
mentary privilege of exemption from arrest, 
which has since been maintained. 

Christopher Marlowe, an actor and emi- 
nent poet and dramatist. He perished in 
an affray in a brothel about 1593. 

Edmund Sjwnser, the author of the 
“ Fa 4 *ry Queen,” is reckoned among the 
I first imetical ornaments of Elizabeth’s 
reigi Sidney aud Raleigh were among 
his patrons, the last of whom he celebrates 
under the quaint title of the ‘‘ Shepherd of 
the Gcean.” He died in his forty-sixth 
year, after ex}ieriencing severe reverses, 
and W'as interred in Westminster Abhev. 

William ShBks;M»arc having published 
some of his immortal dramas in Elizabeth’s 
reign, falls among the writers of the era. 
He died on his birth-day, April 23, 1616, 
having completed his tifiy-sccond year. The 
marriage license, by which our great na- 
tional dramatist was united to Anne Hath- 
away, has been recently discovered in th« 
archives of the consistorial court of W ot cos- 
ier, Ireariiig date November 28. 1582. In 
8cotland* the chief* conteinjiorary oruamenti 
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of letters were Buchanan, Crichton, Les- 
ley, bishop of Ross, Maitland, and sir Davii 
Lindesay, to the last of whom is ascribed 
the first introduction of dramatic poetry 
across the Tweed. 

The opinion has been advanced, tliat li- 
terature and eflucution declined in con»>e< 
qiience of the Reformation. Ascham, in a 
letter dated in 1550, laments the ruin of 
grammar-schools in England, and predicts 
from their decline, the speedy extinction of 
the universities. It may be justly objected 
to the statesmen of the 16th century, that 
they were more intent on their own gain, 
than on applying to the encouragement of 
learning the rich endowments of which 
they despoiled the ecclesiastical fimnda- 
lions. Except the est§blishment of Dublin 
university and Westminster schooh Eliza- 
beth cannot boast of having contributed 
any great work for the promotion of edu- 
cation ; neither was she a munificent patron 
of men of genius. Still the age altered 
its character rather than retrograded; it 
became less classic, and more disquisitive, 
theological, and imaginative. Even edu- 
cational establishments were not neglected ; 
six additional colleges were erected in Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, besides several schools 
in other parts of England. Nor was Scot- 
land, though involved in unceasing and 
barbarous broils, without her additions to 
the means of instruction. The Marischal 
college at Aberdeen was founded, and the 
revenues of the university of Glasgow 
augmented, by grants of tithes and be- 
nefactions. 

COMMERCE MANUVACTCHES — SUlPPINQ— 

COIN — POPL L ATION. 

The commercial history of the sixteenth 
century is distinguished by the entire with- 
drawal of the Hanse towns or Easterlings 
from the management of the foreign trade 
of the country. These enteritrising Ger- 
mans had lung oxclusivtiy exercised the 
functions of the English merchant. Their 
vessels were almost solely em]>loyed in the 
transit of goods; they were the brokers, 
buyers and sellers, and paid no more than 
a custom duty of one per cent. Such 
profitable immunities had long been the 
subject of popular complaint, and under 
Edward VI. the Hanseatic privileges were 
declared to be forfeited, and an impost of 
twenty per cent, was laid on all their i <^*ort8 
and exports. This blow they tried tw reco- 
ver in the two succeeding reigiiv ; they 
petitioned and lemonst rated, but finding no 
redress, withdrew from the English com- 
merce^ hoping that necessity would occasion 
their recall. In this they were disappointed. 
Experience convinced the English mer- 
chants that they could carry on their trade 
without the iuterveatioa of foreigners ; 


they formed companies, built ships, and 
weie richly rewarded by the additional 
profits accruing from their new occupations. 
The Eastei^lings sought to retaliate : they 
employed their influence with the Diet, to 
exclude the English from the German 
markets, but the latter huviug obtained 
Hamburg as an entrepot, and seconded by 
the unrivalled fabric of their woollens, they 
triumphed over every obstacle, and obtained 
that firm hold on the continent which they 
have ever since maintained. The formation 
of the Baltic company in 1580, and the 
shutting up of the steel-yard in J 597, com- 
pleted the emancipation of English com- 
merce from Hanseatic bondage. Nor could 
repeated solicitations in 1602 and 1604 
obtain a renewal of privileges, which, 
though perhaps defensible in their origin, 
had now become hurtful to native industry. 

The exports from England to the Hanse 
towns were wool, cloths, fringes, safiroti, 
lead, tin, sheep, rabbit skins, beer, cheese, 
and Mediterranean wines. While she re- 
ceived from them jewels, bullion, wrought 
silks, clorh of gold and silver, spices, drugs, 
linen, serges, tapestry, madder, hops, glass, 
salt fish, arms, ammunition, and household 
furniture. 

The proportion of the trade in the hands 
of natives and foreigners prior to the with- 
drawal of the Hanseatiesmay be estimated 
from the following fact. In the year pre- 
ceding the impost of 20 piT cent., tbe 
Easterlings had exported 44,000 pieces of 
English cloth, and the English merchants 
only 1100. From the port of Southampton 
only, sixty ships had sailed to the Nether- 
lands laden with unmanufactured wool ; a 
commodity the price of which thele mono- 
polists had beaten down to eighteen pence 
the stone, 

England had now become not only a 
great commercial, but manufacturing com- 
munity. In Wheeler’s “ Treatise of Com- 
merce, ” published in 1601, it is said, ‘*The 
company of Merchant Adventurers did in 
these times aoiitially export 60,000 white 
cloths, beside coloured ones of all sorts, 
short and long ; kersies, bayes, cottons, 
northern dozens, and divers other kinds of 
coarse woollen cloths : the white cloths 
alone being worth 600,000/. and the rest 
worth 400,000/.’* This proves the activity 
of the home manufactures, though the 
jreat value of the exports seems hardly 
vc jncilable with the limited amount of the 
currency of the period. 

of the ancient cities, boroughs, and 
towns corjiorate had fallen into decay, and 
were no longer iiihAbited by merchants and 

m«!n of busincis. The introduction of a bet- 
ter police and iudiclal administration ren- 
dered walls and municipal privileges less 
necessary to the prutectionH>f iudustiy* 
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niifudnrors and artisans settled in places 
possessing local advantages adapled to their 
puiMiils, and where they were unfettered 
by chartered immunities. That such was 
the case is evinced by the growth aiidflou- 
ri-shiiig state of the open towns. In the 
days of Chaucer, Sheflield was, us it still 
continties to be, famous for cutlery. Bir- 
niingham was noted for hardware by I^e- 
land ; and Manchesier, so early as 155*2, 
had become a place of importance. An 
act passed that year notices its cottons, 
rugges, and frizes.** In 1341 it is remarked 
lien. VII 1. c. 15) that Manchester 
had a Ipng time been well inhabited; and 
“ the inhabitants well set to work in making 
of cloths as well as of linen as of wt»ollen, 
whereby the inliahitants i\X the said town 
have gotten and come into iiclu*s and 
wealthy livings; and by reason of great 
occupying, goo<l order, strict and true deal- 
ing of the inhabitants of the said town, 
many strangers as w-ell of Ireland as of 
other jilaccs had resort* d thither.’* The 
great ohstjicle to the jirogress of dianestic 
trade was the prerogatives of the crown, es- 
j'ecialiy in the right of purwyance and the 
grant of monopolies, which last not only 
limited the exercise of particular branches 
of industry, hut empowered inoividuaU to 
tix tju commodities an arbitrary ami extor- 
tionate price. 

Spain had the same Kuroitcan ascen- 
dancy in the sixteenth century as France 
tinder Najioleon, ami the bigotry of her j 
rulers expelling their most useftil subjects 
was favourable to the progress t»f the ma- 
nuiactiiring arts in Kngland. Scared by 
tlie wheels and gibbets <if the duke d'Alva. 
the Flediish manufacturer.s tied hither in 
shoals, and were hosjiitably received. They 
repaid tliis politic kindness by petiplingihe 
<!e'eite<l streets of (.’anterbury, Norwich, 
(lolcheKter, Maidstone, Southampton, 
Sandwich, and other towns, with iiidus- 
triiujs weavers, dyers, cloth-dres>ers, linen- 
makers. and silk-throwsters. They taught 
the making of baize, serges, and other 
stufFs, and many of their posterity now 
inherit titles and large possessions in the 


across the gulf of Florida. Atiemjita 
were made, but did not yet succeed, to 
plant colonies in America ; the fisheries 
of Newfoundland, however, were success- 
fully cultivated, and a beginning made in 
Elizabeth’s reign in the northern whale 
fishery, as well as in the less laudable pur- 
suit of the African slave-trade. 

Until the reign of Elizabeth few mer- 
chant-ships, of considerable bulk, were built 
inKngland; those who wished vessels of large 
size bought them of Hanseatic shipwrights. 
The first English subject who built a ship 
of 800 tons burthen was the advenmrous 
earl of Cumberland. When Elizabeth 
engaged to supply the Dutch with \hiity 
ships of war, it was stipidated that only 
half of them should |)ear 200 tons burthen. 
An estimate of the strength of the mercan- 
tile navy was taken Viy lord admiral Clinton, 
in 15S*2 ; when it was found, as before no- 
ticed, that the merchants cniild supply the 
niyal navy with 14,293 mariners and 1293 
sliips, of which only 219 were above 80 
tons. A greater force and tonnage of steam 
vessels could now be provided. 

One of the most meritorious acts of Eli- 
zabeth's vigorous administration was, the 
introduction of a more perlect measure of 
value. Nutwithstaiidiug the ecclesiastical 
cuntiscations of Henry VIII., liis poveriy 
compelled him to resort to the vicious expe- 
<lieiit of aii extreme rlebasement of the coin. 
Ill the last year of his reign the pound of 
silver prorhuvd 48 shillings, though but 
une-third tine. The rapacious ministers of 
t h:s successor went still further in the pro- 
I cess of deterioration, and coined /*2 shillings 
out of the pound of silver, consisting of 
’ three fourth parts alloy. During the first 
two years of Elizabeth’s reign so much 
gold and silver money of a sterling standard 
i was coinerl, that she was eimbled to isMie 
a proclam.ilion. by which the base coin was 
; reduced to its intiinsic value. 

! The subjoined table, from bishop Fleet- 
\ wood's ( lironicon Fretiosuni,” will show 
' the variations in the currency, fnun ?lie l.ist 
year of Henry' VIII. to the forty-third of 
; Elizabeth. 


counties which first opened their arms to 

shield them from their persecutors. Shillings Fine sil- 

The progress of maritime discovery sti- lb. ver in a Alloy, 

niulaterl industry, and o|H»m‘d new sources 1 Vear, Troy, Ilxwt. 
of wealtli and commercial enterprise. Ke- i ^ oi. clwt. 

puatedtrials were made, in this early period, I 1347 48 4 0 8 0 

to diseriver a north-west, ora north-eaHt ; 1550 7*2 6 0 0 3 

passage, by whicE a sboTlet way than round \ 15b'2 7 ‘2 3 0 9 0 

the Cape of Good Hope might be opened: 1353 fit) 11 1 0 19 

to Japan, China, and the Ka.st Indies, i 1334 tlO 11 0 10 

Ihese enterprises, like the pursuit of the i IflhO 60 11 0 18 

philosopher’s stone, were not entirely fruit- 1601 6- 11 0 !8 

less. (California, Hudson’s Hay, and 

Creonland, were discovered, an<l a safer Elizabeth caused to he c<>iiie<l, during 
Course was found to the West Indies than her reign, in silver, 4,6o2,9.32/. ; in gold. 


M 
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795,138/.; exclusive of 85,646/. of base 
money for Ireland. 

The population of England at the death 
of Slizabeth has been reckoned at four or 
five millions. Botero, an Italian, who 
wrote in 1590, made the population of Lon- 
don 160,000. Twenty years later London 
and Westminster, including the suburbs, 
were s\jpposed to contain ‘250,000 inhabi- 
tants (Anderson's Commerce, Preface, II.), 
and all England nearly six millions. 

In spite of the popular prejudice against 
usury, Elizabeth had the good sense to fix 
the legal rate of interest at 10 per cent. 
Judicicrtjs regulations concerning weights 
and measures, and the introduction iu 1560, 
by James Peele, of the Italian mode of 
book-kee]>ing, may allb he reckoned among 
the comme-rcial improvements of her reign. 

AMUfRMENTS — THP.ATHES— COSTL.ME 

l.I\ INa. 

The maimers of the people still continued 
coarse, as appears from their amusements. 
Besides pitching the bar, shooting with the 
broad arrow, playing at racket, qiMits, nine 
holes, and leaping hedges andditclies, their 
rao4 favourite diversion was baiting difflr- 
eiit animals. Hentziur, after ilesciihing 
the baiting of bulls and bears, adds, To 
tliis entertainment there follows that of 
whipping a blinded bear ; which is per 
formed by five or six men, standing circu- 
larly with whips, which they e.\erci!-e on 
him without mercy, as he cannot escape 
from them, liecause of his chain. He de- 
fends himself with all his force and skill, 
throwing down those that come within his 
reach, and are not active enough to get out 
of it ; and tearing tlieir whips out of then 
hands, and Ireiiking them.’’ Elizabeth 
parti;ok of these rude sports • in the Sidney 
Papers it i.s said, *• This day she appoints 
a Frenchman fo doe feats upon a rope in 
the conduit- court: to-morrow she has com- 
manded the beares, the bnii. and the apes, 
to be bayled in the tilt-yard ; and on W'ed- 
nesday sJie will have solemue-dawncing.” 
Like her subjects, the queen was fond of 
noisy entertainments ; during her meals 
she listened to twelve trumpets and two 
kettle-drums, which, together with fifes, 
cornets, and side drums, made the hall ling 
for half an hour together.” j 

Justing in the lists, pageants, sbows, ! 
hunting, and hawking, formed the iuef 
diversion of the more polished ranks of 
society. 

Theatres were just getting into vogue; 
and regular d.ramatic pieces had superseded 
the mysteries and moralities fminded on 
ficripturui subjects. The earliest patent 
for acting comedies, tragwlles, &c., is dated 
1574; and such was the rapid progress of 
this rational amusement, that, early in the 


next century, at least fifteen licensed thea 
tres were open to the inhabitants of Lon 
don. The best plays, especially those of 
Shakspeare, were acted chiefly at the 
Blaokiriars theatre, or at the Glol^, on the 
south side of the Thames. A flag was 
hoisted on the front of each theatre. The 
price of admission to the best place, a shil- 
ling ; to the inferior ones, a penny or two- 
pence. The critics sat on the stage, and 
were furnished with pijws and tobacco. 
The.curtain drew not up, but was drawn 
back on each side. From the raillery of 
Sir Philip Sidney, it is doubtful whether 
there was a change of scenes. It is pro- 
bable this deficiency was supplied by the 
names of places being written in large cha- 
racters on the stage ; stating for instance, 
that this was a wood, a garden, Thelies, 
Rome, or Alexandria, as the case might be. 
The stage was lighted with branches like 
those hung in some churches. Before the 
exhibition began, three flourishes, or pieces 
of music, were p>ayed ; and music was like- 
wise played between the acts. The instill- 
ments chiefly used were trumpets, cornets, 
nd hautboys. Perukes and masques 
formed part of the stage paraphernalia ; 
and the female parts, for the first huiidreil 
lears, were performed by young men. One 
Iramatic piece composed the whole enter- 
‘ainnieiit ; and the hours of acting began 
about one in the afternoon, and lasted ge- 
nerally about two hours. The audience, 
before the performance began, amused 
heIn^elves with reading or playing at 
•ards ; others drank a’e or smoked tobacco. 
For some time pla\s were acted on Sun- 
<iays only; after 1579 they were acted on 
Sundays and other days, indiscriminately. 

.Such w'as tiie state of the stage at the 
cunimenccinent of the seventeenth century. 
Having, for its focs, the jiurituns, a rare of 
aieii stern, nioruse, and inflexible, it flou- 
rished with diHicuIty ; and by unceasing 
oliluquy was first pursued into unpopula- 
rity, ami at length to extinction, it did 
rK*t revive till the Restoration, wlieii 
Charles II. licensed two companies, Ktlli- 
:rew's and Ilaveiiant's. 

Luxury in cost i , mb made a great pro- 
jres.s. The jiocket handkerchiefs of the 
adies were frequently wrought with gold 
iiid silver, and tlie clieinisc richly emhroi- 
lered. The chopine is sometimes men- 
tioned ; it wan an Italian thoe, with a heel 
ridiculously high. The fly cap was in 
i^reat vogue. Aldermen's wive* had bon- 
nets of velvet, large and showy. Chain* 
and bracelets were ornaments used mostly 
by women of rank. The ruffit, made of 
lawn and cfimliric, stiffened with yellow 
starch, were immoderately large : theT^k' 
ing of these gracefully behind was consi- 
dered a most important attainment. The 
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waist became enormously lon|:f ; the bodice 
or stays finished with a most extended 
point in front at bottom ; and to render 
the appearance still more inconvenient and 
f^rotesque, the upper part of the gown near 
the shoulders was considerably enlarged 
by wool or other stuffing. The farthingale, 
a Spanish petticoat, bulky over the hips, 
now went out of fashion ; it was introduced 
by Philip ami Mary ; and Howel intimates 
that it was invented to conceal unlicensed 
pregnancy. 

When Hentzner saw Elizabeth, then in 
her 67th year, she liad, in her ears, two 
pearls with very rich drops. She wore 
lalse hair, and that red ; her bosom was 
uncovered, as all the English ladies have 
till they marry.” She was dressed in 
white silk, bordered with pearls of the size 
of beans; and over it a mantle of black 
silk, shot with silver threads ; and instead 
of a chain, she had an oblong collar of 
gold and jewels. The same writer adds, 
that wherever she turneil her face, every 
one fell down upon his knees. Henry Vlll. 
had IxuMi treated witli similar servility. 
Petitions were presented to her as she 
went along, whieh, as she received gr.ici- 
ously» the people cried ont ** (ilod save 
Queen Elizabeth,” to which she answered, 

“ 1 thaiicke ye, my gooiie j)euj)le.’* The 
presence chamber was strewed with hay; 
and Hentzner gives a particular account 
of the tastings, and genuflexions made on 
entering the fpieen’s room, though lier ma- 
jesty was not present. 

Needles ami pins were now in common 
use. Tlie making of the former was com- 
menced in 1566, by (irduse, a (»erman , 
Pius were known in Henry VIll.'s reign. | 
ami aflorded the ladies a convenient substi- 
tute for ribbons, loopholes, tags, clasp.s, 
ami skewei.s made of wood, brass, silver, 
and gold. 

The introduction of silk and worsted 
lu)se was a great improvement. Mrs. 
Montague, Elizabeth's silk woman, in her 
third year, presented her majesty a pair of 
black knit silk stockings, which ple.tseil the 
queen so much, that she never ufterwanls 
Wore cloth hose. Soon alter, 'J’hoinas 
Ihirdet, an ingcMiiou.s apprentice, living 
opposite St. Magnus church, presemted 
lord Pembroke a pair of worsted stockings, 
the first knit in this country. 

The heard was on the wane. In the 
rt*ign of Mary it throve luxuriantly ; those 
nf bishop Gardiner and cardinal Pole, in 
their portraits, are represented of an un- 
common size ; it gradmiUy dwindled down 
tnio t\\e mustachios or whisVeni. The haw 
Was cut close on the top of the head, and 
K'’cw long on the sulea. Showy young 
jneii wore jewels in the ear.s, and some- 
nnes ribbons. The hat had superseded 


the woollen cap and hood. The crown of 
the hat was made high, narrowed towards 
the top, and had sometimes a rich hat.hand, 
adorned by goldsmiths* work and precious 
stone.s, which, with a feather ami scarlet 
cloak, marked the man of distinction. 

Before the introduction of coaches by 
lord Arundel, the queen, on public occasions, 
rode behind her chamberlain. The novelty 
and convenience of the new vehicle soon 
brought it into general use by people of 
fortune. Hackney coache.s were not known 
till fifty years afterward.s. Spoons and 
knives were as old as Eclward the C(Uife.s- 
sor; but the fork was not yet discovered, 
and at every meal the fingers were used to 
keep the meat steady, and convey' it to the 
mouth. Table clotlA were made of fine 
linen. Mr. Otter, in Ben Jonsoii’.s “ Si- 
lent Woman/’ mentions a damask table 
cloth which cost eighteen pounds. The 
good man of the house sat at the upper end 
of the hoard, “ with a fayre na^ikin layde 
before him on the table, hjke a master'* 

The practice of smoking, or as it was 
then called taking tobacco, had become 
common. It was first introduced into Eu- 
rope by the Spaniards, ami reached England 
in 1586, ^imported by sir Walter Raleigh’s 
settlers in Virginia. Sir Walter hiinself 
was one of it^ first admirers, but preserved 
great secrecy in his attachment. Owing to 
a ridiculous accident the foible was disco- 
vered, and it then became general. Stow 
calls it that “ stinking weevl which ' 
commonly used by most men, and many 
women. 

The style of i.iviNd had much improved. 
Liml), aV.d a great variety of ileiicate 
meats, mark the luxury of Klizaluth's rci 
Tin ro were several couise.s, and e\ery dish 
had its .’ij)pri>priate sauce. Beef I eg.ni to 
be dieiiied too gross; brawn, however, was 
a f.ivounte. A dessert of fruit, spu es, .ind 
jellies, was not unusual. Bre.ikbist was 
little used. If any tiling was taken, il was 
a glass of ale and a slice of bread. 

Hural life may be learned trom Tiisser's 
I’ointes of H nsbaiidrie." The tiir.iiei 
and family’sdiet is fixed to be red-lierriiigs 
nd salt fi'h in Lent. At other times 
fresh beef, Jiork, \c. At ('Ini'.tmas, “ good 
driiike, a goal fire in the hall, brawne, 
pndiling, and souse, and mustard withal, 
capon or turkey, cheese, apples and nuts, 
with jolio carrols.” The prudent housevvit’e 
is advi'^ed to make her own c.imlles. Ser- 
vants are directed to go to bed at ten in 
summer, ami nine in winter, ami to rise at 
five in winter, and four in sunum r. The 
RoWd.vyti tbrovigluiut the ye:\v ave 
for tile working men. Tue giv»’'‘t el these 
festivals seems to have been the wnike-da), 
or vigil of the parish saint, ‘'when e\ery 
wanton niaic danse at her wille.*’ 
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Tlie hour of dinner with people of for- 
tune was eleven before noon ; and of sup- 
per, between five and six in the afrernoon ; 
while the merchants took each of their 
meals an hour later ; and the husbandmen 
one hour later than the merchants. Thus 
the fashion is entirely changed; the ojui- 
lent and leisure classes taking their meals 
later than the industrious orders. Why the 


meals became later ns the times became 
more refined, is a curious fact. The chief 
cause seems to be, us Hume intimates, that 
ill rude ages, men have few amusements 
or occupation but what day-light allows ; 
whereas, in ages of refinement, reading, 
stiuly, and conversation afford employiULMit 
which can be as conveniently pursued in 
the night as the day. 


JAMES I. A.D. 1603 to 1625. 

The various claims to the succession, amounting to fourteen in number, 
agitated during the reign of Elizabeth, seem to have silently disappearetl 
with the death of that princess, and the crown of England was never trans- 
mitted from fatlier to son with greater tranquillity than it passed from the 
fiimily of Tudor to that of Stuart. Though educated amidst a hostile people, 
the reputation of the “ British Solomon ” for wisdom and moderation in- 
spired flattering hopes of an equitable administration ; and many foresaw, 
in his accession, the first step to a union, by which the conflicting rival- 
ries, that had long divided two neighbouring states, might be reconciled. 
But the maxims of government brought by the Scottish monarch did not 
accord with the altered feelings of his new subjects. James had conceived 
high notions of the royal preA)gative ; the will of the king he deemed abso- 
lute, and not to be contravened by the restraint of laws or the forms of 
legislation. According to him, the English had forfeited their liberties at 
the Norman conquest, and all they had subsequently acquired wxre held 
at the pleasure of tlie crown. These arbitrary notions were not so irre- 
concilable with the practice of government, as with the more liberal 
opinions elicited since the Refunnation ; and it was this fatal error of 
trying to g«)vcrn tlie future by the maxims of the past, which James trans- 
mitted to liis successor. 

It has been objected to monarchy, that it is a form of government too 
dependent on the personal character of the sovereign. But though the 
characters of the princes of the Tudor and Stuart dynasty wore so widely 
different, they were, in an almost equal degree, favourable to the advance- 
ment of public liberty. Tlie politic energy and arbitrariness of Henry VH., 
Henry \T 1 1., and Elizuheth, were essential to the complete humiliati^ui 
of tlie aristocracy ; but the power which thereby became centered in the 
crown would have been more than a match for the coniinons, had not their 
efforts to reach a more influential position in the government been seconded 
by the weakness of the succeeding princes. 

Elizabeth had one advantage i>vcr her successor : though an indifrercnt 
woman, she was a first-rate ruler ; whereas James w^as neither great as a 
man nor a prince. He vvas cak, mean, and pusillanimous ; without 
inherent stamina of character t; Ixicomc either saint or tyrant. The duke 
of Sully said he was “ tlie wisest fool in Europe ; ** a description generally 
applicable to those who are learned omy, w ithout being instructed. ly 
conversation, he was quick, acute, eloquent, but pedantic, iutexspersing bis 
discourse with numerous oaths, indelicate and profane allusions. He bivcd 
ease, flattery, amusement, and the jovialities of the table. No man abounded 
more in maxims of wisdom, but their application was spoiled by his timidity, 
changeableuess, credulity, and boyish partialities. As a private gentleman 
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or college tutor, he might have passed through life respectably, but for the 
regal office he lacked the ability as much as the ambition. 

He was unfortunate in his education. A dissolute, wayward mother, 
and his father the untimely victim of a frightful treason. From his pre- 
ceptor, Buchanan, he imbibed the notion, “ a sovereign ought to be the 
most learned clerk in his dominions.’' The contemporary history of Scot- 
land was only a record of treachery, fanaticism, witchcraft, and assassina- 
tion. From such precepts and examples no sound lessons of statesman- 
slii]} could be derived, and James, unless he had been extraordinarily gifted 
by nature, could hardly be otherwise than he was — vain, suspicious, lavish 
and indiscriminating in his expenses, the tool of favourites, and the head of 
a very abandoned court. 

He had virtues; his disposition was humane and pacific. Nations 
have suffered .so much from the warlike propensities of ])rinccs, that it is 
yet premature to make the love of peace in the Scottish monarch a re 
proac\\. He was also literary in his taste. He wrote several books, one 
on the law of free monarchies, an answer to cardinal Perron ; another on 
Demonology, in which he had the good fortune to discover “ why the devil 
did worke more with auncient women than others.” He dedicated one 
publication to Jesus Christ. 

An advantage anticipated from the accession of James, but not till long 
after realized, was a legislative union of the two kingdoms. Prior to the 
junction of the crowns, England had never enjoyed tlie advantages of her 
insular position. The barbarous tenants of the borders had, ever since the 
departure of the Romans, kept that part of the island in a state of civil war, 
and hail ])roduccd a race of savage and unprincipled marauders. The 
Maxw'clls and the Juhustoncs were notorious in these border feuds, and the 
ju'aceable inhabitants were often the victims of their roving bands. One 
moss-trooper, Gcordie Bourne, not, it is said, “ a man of uncommon villainy,” 
confessed, be fore his execution, that he had violated forty men’s wives, and 
cruelly murdered, iu cold blouil, seven Englishmen. Writers, with singular 
taste, have resorted to the aid of romance to embellish this disgusting period 
of histi)ry. 

Attempts were made to introduce order and the Protestant religion into 
Inland, by colonization. But as the ministers of James proceeded on the 
j)rim iple of sjHiIiation, they engendered only distrust, irritation, and re- 
venge, and left a plenteous harvest of rebellions and massacres to his suc- 
cessors. 


EVENTS AND OCCURllENCES. 


160iJ. Janies, the son of Iltiiry Stuart 
lord Darnley, uiid Mary queen of Scots 
(the only cliild of Jarae# V., king of Scots, 
who was sun of James IV. ami Marijaret 
his queen, the eldest daughter of Henry 
VII., king of England,) succeeded to the 
cruw'ii hy hereditary right, as well as the 
appointment of queen Elisabeth. 

by an order in council, 800 vagrants 
Were seized in two nights in London, and 
sent to serve on board the Dutch fleet. 

March ‘24. James proclaimed king. Ce- 
cil himself read the proclamation of th« 
council at Whitehall and C'heapside, 
amidst the cheers of the people. The news 


I of the queen’s death was convoyed to J ames 
^ :ii two days liy the activitv of sii liobert 
Carey, afterwards earl of Alonmunth, 
jipni James set out horn Kdinburgh, 
n order to take p«»»session of the crown of 
England. Upon his journey, he ordered 
the earl of Southampton and the other pri- 
soners on account of Ivssex to be set at 
liberty. 

*J7. He. was magnificently ei.teit.iined 
at Hinchiubrook, hy sir Oliver C'romwell, 
where the (!aml)ridgi‘ doctoi swatted on him. 

3lav 3. arrived at Theobald's in lUrl- 
fordsbire, a seal i»f secretaiy Cecil s. wbere 
he was met by the privy-council and tbs 
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duke of Lenox, the earl of Mar, lord Iliime, 
sir George Hume, sir James Elphinston, 
and loid Kinloss, all Scots, were called to 
the council-board. When the king was at 
Newark, he onlered a cut-purse to be hung, 
by his sole warrant, without a trial. Dur- 
ing his journey, and immediately after his 
arrival at the charter-house, the king made 
200 knights. He refused to go into 
mourning for the late queen, and would 
not suffer any moiirning at court. 

June 1. The plague being in London, 
(of which died 30,244 persons,) a person 
was whipped through the town for going to 
couit when his house was infected. On 
account of the plague, the king retiretl to 
Wilton, a seat of the earl of Pembroke's, 
near Salisbury. 

Jw/y *25. The king^nd (pieeii crowned 
at We.stminster. by archbishgi|) Whitgift. 

Janies entered into a league with France ; 
the two kings engaged to assist each other, 
Henry with a force of 10,000, and James 
with that of 6000 men. 

iVor. 4. Lord Cobham, lord Gray, aiid 
sir Walter Raleigh, after an irregular trial ' 
at Winchester, for high-treason, condemned 
on the lOth, but reprieved, the two former, 
after confessing their g lilt on the scaffold. 
The pints of which they were accused were 
called the ‘‘bye’’ and the “main,” tlie 
objects of which were to set lady Arabella 
Stuart, the king’s cou>in-g«‘rmaii, upon 
the tlirone, and invite the Spaniards to 
assist them ; for which George Cobham, 
Wihiani Watsiui, and William Clark, 
priests, who were tried with them, were 
executed; lord Gray died i:i the Tower, 
after eleven years’ imprisonment ; Cobham, 
being discharged, died in poverty in 1610 ; 
and sir Walter remained twelve years a 
prisoner. 

The office of iniister of the ceremonies 
first instituted. 

The following is tlie king’s order for the 
allowances to lord chancellor Kllesmere; 

Fur wages, diet, robes, and 
liveries for himself, and 
tlie masters of our chan- . j - q 
C ory (.'iS former chancel- , ’ “ 

Jors have had) per annum, 
the sum of 

For his attendance in our 

star-chamber, fifty pounds - 200 0 0 

per annum, for each term 
More per annum . . . 300 

For twelve tuns of wine yearly, 1 ^ 

at five pounds per tnu . i * 

For wax, by virtue of his of I 0 

fice ... f * 

£1118 15 


The London bills of mortality have been 
preserved, and kept in regular series from 
this year. They were first used in 1562, 
and intended to give timely notice of the 
plague, from which the metropolis was 
seldom free. 

1604. Jan, 14. A conference was held at 
Hamptoii-court, between the episcopal di 
vines and the puritans. James acted as 
moderator, exhibiting a strange mixture of 
buffoonery and shrewdness, observing, “ No 
bishop, no king.” \Thitgift said, “ Ilis ma- 
jesty spoke by the spirit of God.” 

A new translation of the Bible was or- 
lerid, being the same as is in present use. 

A proclainatiuii for enforcing the act of 
uniformity issued; wlierenpon there were 
but forty-nine out of 10,000 ministers of 
parishes that refused to conform, and were 
lepiived. 

March 19. The first parliament met, and 
recognised the king’s title, binding them- 
selves to submit to the government of the 
king and his heirs. 

Whitgift, archbishop of Canterbury, 
:Iied, and was succeeded by Richard Ban- 
croft, who persecuted the purdans. 

A prueiamatiuii issued against hunting. 
An act pa-^sed, appointing commissioners 
to treat of a union of the two kingdoms 
of Kngluiul and Scotland. And another 
act to prevent the alienation of church- 
lands. 

Ju/tj 7. Parliament prorogued, but not 
before evincing great spirit in resisting 
some of the claims of royal prerogative, 
and asMimed an exclusive juri.sdiction, 
which it has ever since retained, of deciding 
contested elections. 

James was this year first styled king of 
Great Britain. 

Sf’pi. The king borrowed money by 
privy-seal, from the wealthiebt merchants 
of the city. 

1605. Two splendid embassies sent, one 
to Brussels, to receive the oath of the arch 
duke, and the other to Madrid; the last 
had an escort of 500 knights and gentle- 
men. 

Aov. 5. To-day wa.s appointed for the 
meeting of parliament, Init it was jireveiited 
by the discovery of a plot to blow up, with 
gtjupowdt r, the king and the two houses. 
The autliur of the plot was Willia^n 
Catesby, a gentleman of family, but ot 
dissolute habits. He had for his chief ac- 
complices sir Kverard Digh^, a young man 
of fue-aiul-twenty ; Francis Tresham, an 
associate of the earl of Kssex in his fatal 
entcipri'-e ; Peicy, a gentleman pensioner, 

0 and a distant relative of the Northumber- 
land family ; and Guy Fawkes, a soldier 
of fortune. The design was frustrated, in 
consequence of a letter received hy t®rd 
Mounteagle on the preceding 26th of Octo 
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ber^ cautioniag him against attending in 
parliament the first day of the session. It 
was supposed to have been written by 
Treshami the brother-in-law of Mount- 
eagle ; and upon his lordship communi- 
cating the mysterious epistle to Cecil, in- 
quiries were forthwith instituted. Upon 
searching the cellar under the parliament- 
house, two hogsheads and thirty-two bar- 
rels of gunpowder were found concealed 
by a quantity of fuel. At two in the morn- 
ing of the day of the intended explosion, 
Fawkes arrived at the door of the vault, J 
and was instantly seized by sir Thomas 
Knevett and a party of soldiers. He was 
dressed and booted as for a journey ; three 
matches were found in his pocket, and a 
dark lantern containing a liglit was con- 
cealed behind the door. llir» accomplices 
fleil, hut after a desperate resistance at 
Hubeach. most of them were secured. Se- 
veral executions followed, and some of the 
popish lords were fined. Lord Mounteagle 
had a grant of 2U0/. u year in land, and 
501)/. in pension, for communicating the 
letter concerning the conspiracy. 

Prince Charles, now five years old, being 
createii duke of York, had 40/. per annum 
settletl on him, for the supjtort of his new 
dignity, on his nurse 50/., ou his sempstress 
20A, on his laundress and chamher keeper 
20/. each, on his cook 36/. 

1606. Ju/i. 21. Parliament met ; Nov. 
5th appointed a day of thanksgiving; se- 
vere laws made against tlui papists, and a 
new oath of allegiance framed. 

30. Some of the conspirators in the 
powder-plot executed at the west-end of 
St. Paul’s; others next day, in the palace- 
yard, Westminster. Torture had l>eeii ajv 
phed to the conspirators to extort confes- 
sions; it was al.su applied toothers in this 
reign. 

The commoiiy, after being clamorous 
about grievances, granted three subsidies, 
and six tenths and filteenths. which, added 
to four aubhidies granted by the clergy, 
were estimated at 4.53,000/. 

An act passed empouering the lonl- 
mayor and aldermen of London to cut the 
channel of the New Kiver. 

The king’s love of pleasure generally 
comj.laiiied of. Twice a week he amused 
himself at the cockpit; he spent entire 
days in hunting, and the fatigues of the 
chase were relieved by indulging to excess 
in the pleasures of the table, llis minis- 
ters complained of the neglect of business. 
James replied, that he did not intend to 
make himself a slave ; that his health, 
which “ was the health and welfare of them 
*^11, ’ required exerci.'^e and relaxation. The 
master of the cocks had 200/. pi-r annum, 
c’qual to the salaries of hiz secretaries of state. 

Sixty-eight thousand five hundred and 


ninety-six persons died in London of the 
plague, the two preceding years. 

1607. March ‘i\. James made a very 
sensible speech to the commons, recom- 
mtuiding a union hetw'een the two king- 
doms. Bacon also introduced the subject, 
hut his speech is chiefly remarkable fur a 
luminous exposition of a plan of legal re- 
form. C’oke, the chief justice, a parasite 
and mere technical lawyer, opposed him. 

May. A treaty of traiie and commerce 
made between England and France. 

An insurrection in Northamptonshire, 
Warwickshire, and Leicestershire, on ac- 
count of inclosures of commons, was sup- 
pressed, and the ringleader, one Reynolds, 
whom they named Captain Pouch, was 
lianged. 

The king writes^ a pamphlet, entitled 
All Apology fur the Oath of Allegiance.*’ 
On his accession he had republished his 
Ihmhcun DoroUf which was hailed as the 
wisest of human perfuniuiiices. 

James obliged ihe Dutch to pay an an- 
nual acknowledgment fur fishing on the 
coast of Eiiglaiid. 

June 12. The lord-mayor entertains the 
king at Clothwoikers’ hull, and presents 
him with a purse of gold, which James 
accepted with strong expiessiuns of love 
and affection for the citizens. In July the 
king dinefi witli the merchant tailors, re- 
ceiving also from them a purse of gold, 
with another for his son prince Henry. 

July 17. ( hristian, King of Denmark, 

made James a visit. 

The banqueting house at YVhitehall 
was begun to be rebuilt, and also .Abigate. 

1606. May 20. Thomas (ianiet, a je- 
suit, executed at Tybuiii, though oflered 
a panlon, if lie would take the oath of al 
Icgiance. 

Twenty Vhiglish pirates executed, wb.o 
had turned Mahometans, and lived in gieat 
splendour at runis, in Barhary. 

The jiulgcs deciilo in the exchequer 
chamber, that all persons under the king's 
obedience are thereby naturalized. An 
important decision, ns respected Scotchmen 
horn after the accession of James to the 
English throne. 

1(>00. James renews the charter of incor- 
poration of the East India company. He 
propounds a scheme for the colou.zulion of 
U/stvrf and founds Chelsea college. 

Ovi. A proclamation was published 
against erecting hiiildiiigs on new founda- 
tions, within two miles of the city ; and 
another prohibiting foreign nations to fish 
upon ihe coasts of Great Britain. The 
citizens w'ere enjoined to build the fionts 
of thiir houses of stone or buck. 

Sir Thomas Gates and sii George So- 
mers hailt'd v’ith a company of 506 persons 
to settle in Virginia. Somers was attacked 
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by a storm, and forctul into Bermudas, and 
laid a foundation in that island of* a settle- 
ment* called Somers’ island. 

Mulberry trees first ])lanted in Kng- 
land. 

The United Provinces acknowledged to 
be independent states by Spain, and a truce 
concluded between the Spaniards and the 
Dutch, by the mediation of Kn gland and 
France, for twelve years. Philip III. now 
turiit'd his attention to the expulsion of one 
miliiou of Muriscoes from Spain, his most 
useful subjects. 

Making of alum brought to perfection 
in Kngland, by sir John Bouchier ; and 
silkworms introduced. 

A frost hap{)ened which lasted four 
months ; the Thames so friizen, that heavy 
carriages passed over ft. 

The first legal copper coin ir.trodt«cod, 
which put an end to the pris'ale leaden 
tokens universally used throughout the 
kiiig<iom, especially in London. 

Hugh Middleton begnii tlv,* new river 
canal from Arnwell, iu Hertfordshire. 

IblU. Fe(t,2S, Tne cuinmous complain 
of the king's profusion, especially in the 
imuwnse sums lavishe<l on Scotch favou- 
rites. (’ecil demanded a supply ot 600.000/., 
but g’adly accepte<\ 'JOO.OOU/ , aiid this was 
only t)bta«ned on condition of the abolition 
of wardshif)S, the marriages of minors, and 
other feudal oppressions. Fur the imme- 
diate support of the royal household, one 
tenth an(i fifteenth, and one .suhsbly only, 
were granted. A tenth and fifteenth were 
a fixed sum, 30,000/. ; a subsidy varied iu 
amount ; at present it raised 00,000/. 

Hudson’s Bay was discovered this year. 

May 30. Prince Henry is created prince 
of Wales, duke of Clonnvall, and eail of 
Chester; the revenues amounted to .>1.415/. 
besides *J000/. a year allow ed him for col- 
lection, and 7000/. given iuni by J, lines, to 
purchase the barony of Killingsworth. The 
prince’s hoiisehu'd consisted of 4-'G iiidivi- 
tluals, of whom 297 were in the receipt of 
salaries, besides the workmen empluTt'd un- 
der Jnigo Jones. 

Thermometers invented by a Dutchman 
about this time. 

14. Henry IV., of France, is assassinated 
by Ravillac, a young fanatic fiiar. 

Nov. 2. Bancroft, archbi^i)op of Canter- 
bury, died ; succeeded by Abbot, bishop of 
London. 

1611. Feb. 10. Arabella Stuart priv s’ely 
married, contrary to an order of council, to 
a son of lord Beauchanap. They u.e im- 
prisoned; but escape; AvalnllawaH retaken, 
and four years after died iu the Tower. 

The charter-house founded by Thomas 
Sutton, a rich baclielor, who died Decem- 
ber 12. 

May 22 The < rder of baronets fir.st i in- 


stituted by the king, which dignity he bo 
stowed on 75 families. 

The London workhouse first established 

Janies, in a defensive alliance with seve* 
ral German electors, engaged to suj)ply 
them 4006 men ; the pay of thrjse troops 
was to be as follows : £. t, d. 

Commander-in-chief, per day . 5 0 *0 

A colonel, j»er day . .10 0 

A lieutenant-colonel . . 0 G 0 

A serjeant-major . . 0 ,5 0 

And the whole 4000 soldiers,! 

with a captain to each >156 G 8 

company, per day . ) 

The new translation of the Bible pub- 
lished by authority. 

1G12. The corpse of Mary, late queen of 
Scots, removed in great state fiom Peter- 
liorongli to the chapel-royal at Westmin- 
ster. 

Robert C’reighton, lord Sanqulr, a Scut- 
I tish nobleman, was executed for murdering 
his fencing-master ; not ab the entreaties 
of the nobility could make James pardon 
him. 

A lottery', in favour r>f the Knglish colo- 
nies in N'irgima, was granted, which was 
drawn at the west end of St. Paul’s, aud 
the highest prize was a piece of jdate of 
4000/. value. 

Moy 24. rbe lord-treasurer, Robert Ce- 
cil, earl of Sali.sbury, dies at Marlborough ; 
he was succeeded in otfice by the earl of 
Sufiolk. ('ecil almost equallid his fathet 
a.s a minister, and excelled him as a cour- 
tier. James called him his little beagle,” 
which sporting phrase well indicated his 
keenness, cjuickness, and suppleness. 

Sir Hubert .Shirley, who had resided in 
the court of Persia ten years, an<l beefi pre- 
ferrerl to the post of general of ihe arlillery 
tliere, and had married <i princess of the 
royal family of Persia, arrived at the Eng- 
lish court as ambassador from the suphy of 
Persia, bringing with him an oHer of a free 
trade to Persia, upon very advantageous 
terms. The princess, the ambassador' s 
wife, came over with him, and was brought 
to be«l of a chdd here, to which the queen 
stood godmother, and prince Henry godla 
tiler. 

0/7. 24. Sir Peck.sacl Jirocas, having 
been convicted of many notorious adulte- 
ries. was obliged tq .st.iud iu a while sheet 
at ,St. Paul’s cross, holding a stick in his 
iiat'd. 

TI'C city of Lon/lun entertained the elec- 
tor Palatine and the princess Kii'/.ibeth, 
and preseuti-d her with a chain of oriental 
peorl, worth 2000/. 

iVoi:. 0. Prince Henry died of fvver. aged 

nineteen, and was buiieil at Westminstei 
abbey', December P2, llis funeral dtftrge 
amounied to 16,016/, The king, who had 
not lived cordially with the y'oung prince, 
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o^vin^ tc contrariety of disposition) would this reign mcctS) but. falling upon their 
allow no mourning at his death. grievances, namely, the king’s profuseness 

A malignant fever raged, whicli carried to the Scots, and the increase of popish re- 
off great numbers of people of all ages. cusants, they are dissolved June 9, withoiit 
Hicks’s hall tinished ; it was lor the use passing one act ; after which the 
of the justices of the county of Middlesex. committed several ot the members of the 
1613. Fek 14. The palatine of the commons, for the freedom they luidtaken, 
Rhine marries the king’s daughter Kliza- and raised money on the subject by way 
beth, then in her sixteenth year, and car- of benevolence, to the amount of 52,J09/. 
lies her over to Germany, April 10. The An embassy arrived trom Russia, to re- 


king demanded a siijiply fur this marriage, 
and 25,000/. was granted him. The elec- 
tor gave away, during his stay in Kuglaiid, 
to the value of 120,0(i0 French crowns. 

Aug. 7. Dorchester destroyed by a fire, 


quest James to act as mediator between 
the czar and king of Sweden. 

Logiirithms invented by lord Napier, of 
Scotland. 

The king made ninety knights baronets. 


which began at a tallow-chandler’s, and To purchase this honour, every knight was 
200,000/. damage was done. to pay 100.')/., to maintain thirty loot sol- 

Frances Howard, daughter of the earl of diers in Ireland, for three years, at 8r/. per 
Sufi’tdk, was married to the earl of Essex day each. FiVery raim ol nobility had its 
at thirteen, and her hushand being hut price affixed to it ; privy seals were issued 
fourteen, ho was sent to travel, while she to the amount of 200,000/., and some mo- 
remahied in the court of England. This I nopolies were establishe*!. 
lady being seduced by lord Roche^ter, the ! St pi. 17. Sir Thomas Oyerhiiry poisoned 

king’s favourite, obtained a divorce from in the Tower, by the contrivance oi Roches- 
ter. now earl of SonierNct, and his countess. 
James’s irrofuse generosity was such, 


her husband after his return, on j)retenc« 
of his impotency, and married the lord 


Rochester, which his friend, sir Tl.omas that as 3000/. was carrying to the privy 
Overburv, ojiposing, they procured him to purse, sir Henry Rich was heiud to say, 
1' ‘ sent to the Tower. James exerted him- . Such a sum as that would make me hap- 


ndfto forward tlie iMiqiiitous objects of his 
favourite. 

IVadhani college, in Oxford, founded by 


py,” James presented him with a sum to 
that amount. 

The New River hrought to London from 


Nicholas Wadham, esq., and dame Doro- ; Aniwell. MoortnUls was levellen, the 
thv, his wife. (ditches cleaned, walks made, and trees 

1614. JMarch \3. Bartholomew Leg.at. planted. Smith fiebl w’as paved ii»r the first 
an Ariaii, burnt at Smithtield, for heresy : , time, at an ex;ense of 1601!/, 


also the ensuing month, K<iward White-! ,Siratiord“»!i>on*Avou was hiirnt. 
man was burnt at Burton-uiKUi-Trent. A great inundation on the sea-coast ol 
Sul ^equently the king began to entertain Norfolk and Lincoln, which extenuvd twelie 
I tH of the efficacy, not the barbarous miles inl.uul. 
f>.Uv..>ffhe>.erxccuti»n». ! I'iK.. Tho ki..}, m,i<5e a progress to 

(oiniilaiiits being made of a decrease in ( ainbndge, and was entertained 

t! uM xpurt of woollens, and of an increase scholars, who represented Ignoramns. a hve- 

n; tl.e woollen manufactures of Holland, ' act farce, got up to lubcule every thmgthe 
the fulb»wing btateinent of the whole fo- ; king disliked— the puruans. jesuits, and 
uiirn tratle of the countn’ was obtained . lawyers. At this place the king tirst took 


ti e export of woollens, and ot an increase scnoiars. w no Iep^l.^i 

m tl.e woollen manufactures of Holland, ' act farce, got up to lubcule every thmgthe 
tlie fulb»wing btateinent of the whole fo- ; king disliked— the puruans. jesuits, and 
uign trade of the country’ was obtained . lawyers. At this pWe the king tirst took 
ami published by an order of the privy j notice of George \ ilheis, afu i wards duke 


Outwards 


£. X. 

2,487,435 7 
2,141,151 10 

Customs at London : 

£. 9 . 

, . 61,322 If) 


Inwards 

. 

48, ‘250 1 

9 

.■\t all ihc out-ports. 



Outwards , 
Inwards 

25,471 
r i3,o:n 

1 .‘18,502 9 

1 

4 

— \ 


Total • 

£148.07.') 7 


April 5. 

The second parliament 

ofl 


f Buckiiigliam, whom he caused to be 
g '< made his cup-hearer. 

* ’ The earl of Somerset is arrested by order 
!, . of the king, iu his presence ; also bis coun- 
; te.s.s, who are hotli sent to the lower, 
j The citizens in.ike the first attempt to 
accommodate foot passengers, by paving 
(; . the sides of the principal streets before 
their dimrs with broad free-stones. 

Mag, The e.irl of Somerset, and his 
countess, are coiulemned for the murder of 
sir Thomas Overbury, hut obtained a par- 
4 don, Somerset was the first faviuuite of 
James ; Vus name was Hobeil Carr, and he 
\ is supposed to have been or ginabv page to 
^ the king in Scothiiul. James allowed him 
— « of 4000/. aflir hi» trial, and 

of' .Someisit made several uiisucccssliil at- 
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tem{)tii to recover bis forfeited estates, which 
had been granted to the next favouz^ite 
Buckingham. 

Oct, Coke disgraced from the chief jus- 
ticeship, and succeeded by Montague, the 
recorder of London. Next year Coke was 
restored to the council, having made his 
peace with Buckingham, by consenting to 
the marriage of his daughter to the favour- 
ite’s brother, sir John Villiers. 

The French king’s marriage being so- 
lemnized, James sends a congrattdatory 
embassy to France ; it was the most splen- 
did ever known : at his entry into Paris, 
♦he ambassador's horse was shod with sil- 
ver shoes, so loose that they dropped off 
among the multitude, which he had re- 
placed. This he repeated till he arrived at 
the troop of grandees# 

Dec, 6. The archbishop of Spalatro comes 
into England, turns protestant, and has 
preferment in the church ; and after five 
years’ stay, goes over to tlie cliurch of 
Rome again. 

1616. Le Maire and Schoiilen, Dutch 
navigators, double Cape Horn, which is 
named after the town of which Schouteu 
was a native. Van Diemen’s Land also 
discovered by the Dutch. William BafHti, 
an Kiiglishmau, in the same year, disco- 
vered Baffin’s Bay. The nature and ex- 
tent of Baffin’s discovery was much ques- 
tioned, till his accuracy was substantially 
confirmed by the expeditions of Koss and 
Parry. 

1617. I'he king resolved to compel the 
Scotch to confoim to the church of Eng- 
land. He opened the parliament at 
Ferth,and told liis comitrymeii he had no- 
thing ‘‘ more at heart than to reduce their 
barbarity to the sweet civility of their 
neighbours ; and if the Scuts would be as ! 
docible to learn the goodne-ss of the Eng- 
lish, as they were to limp after their ill, 
then he should not doubt of success ; for 
they had already learnt of the English to 
drink healths, to wear watclies and gay 
clothes, to take tobacco, and to speak a 
language which was neither English nor 
Scottish,” CommishioiuTS were appointed 
to settle the affairs of religion, and the 
king got five articles ])assed, which gave 
nim full power ; the ministers protested 
against them, and demanded a general as- 
sembly, to which James, after some de- 
mur, assented. He returned to F’^gland 
in September, and finally succeeds in in- 
troducing episcopacy. 

May ‘27. Sir Francis Bacon n;ade lord- 
chancellor in place of Ellesmere, who died 
within a fortnight after his resignation; 
wis son was created earl of Biidgwater. 
The new chancellor soon disgusted the 
public by his vanity, love of show, mean- 
ness, and corruption. 


This year the Book of Sports was pub- 
lished, giving leave for innocent recrea- 
tions after evening prayers on Sundays ; 
and the clergy were eiijoined to read the 
book in their churches, for neglect whereof 
some of them wei*e prosecuted in the stur- 
chamber- 

Jug, Sir Walter Raleigh sails to Ame- 
rica in search of a gold mine. 

From 1607 to 1618 only sixteen catholic 
priests had suffered as traiti»rs for the ex- 
ercise of their functions. But the fines 
levied for recusancy were considerable; the 
king having a net income of 36,000/. from 
this source alone. 

1618. The people complained of the 
Hollanders fishing upon the English coast, 
and are dissatisfied with the king’s mea- 
sures and the adiniuistrution, particularly 
with the favourite Buckingham. 

Mag 3. Mr. Williams, a barrister of the 
Middle- temple, who Wiis arraigned at the 
King’s bench for libelling, and for writing 
books against the king, on the 5th was 
executed and (piartcrcd at ('haring-cross. 

A patent was granted for the steam en- 
gine, or as it was then called, the * fire en- 
gine,’ for taking ballast out of rivers, aiul 
for raising (juantities of water. It is the 
earliest not.ee we have met of the applica- 
tion of the j.ower of steam in this country; 
probably the invention was brought Ireni 
Italy, where it had been anteriorly used, 
and Brancas, an Italian philosopher^ pub- 
lished at Home, in 162U, a book on the 
subject. 

Or/. 29. At the instigation of the Spa- 
nish ambassador, sir Walter Raleigh is 
executed (by virtue of his former sentence) 
for high treason. His execution wag un- 
just, having obtained an implied pardon in 
holding the king\H commission in his buc- 
caneer exj>edilioii to Guiana. Both the 
character aufl capacity of sir Walter have 
been overrated ; he w.is versatile and clever, 
but unprincipled} evasive and nuperticial. 

Aor. 3. The synod of Dort began, whi- 
ther several English divines were .sent, and 
the <Ioctrine of Arrninius was condemned 
t»y it. It ended on the 29th of April fol- 
lowing. 

Since the death of Cecil, the government 
had been in the hands of favourites. In 
corrupt rapacity, Buckingham exceeded 
Somerset, uinl by the partiality of the king, 
all offices were placed at his disposal. 
Corruption was not less vile among others. 
Tne lord-treasurer Suffolk was accused of 
peculation, fined 30,000/., (mitigated to 
7u00/.; by the star-chamber, and impri- 
soned along with his countess, still more 
corrupt, in the Tower. 

1019. f'c'6. 13. Lady Rous, dau;^ter •>( 
secretary Hoos, sentenced to imprison merit, 
her accomplice Sivorton to be whipped and 



JAMES I. A,a 1603 to 162r>. 


17J 


do penancBi sir Thomas and lady Lake to 
pay a fine of lO^OOO/.) and 5000/. datnages 
to the countess of Kxoter. They were trie<l 
for falsely chargin^j^ lord Roos with an in- 
cestuous intercourse with his grandmother, 
(.he second wife of the earl of Exeter. 

March 2. Queen Anne died of dropsy, ut 
Hainpton-court, in the 46th year of her aj^e. 

July, One Bernard Calvert set out from 
Southwark at three o’clock in the morning, 
embarked at Dover at eight, went to Calais, 
and returned to Southwark the same day . 
at eight o’clock in the evening. 

Dr. Harvey, a physician of London, dis- 
covered the circulation of the blood, and 
confirmed it by experiments. 

A comet api>eared during twenty-eight 
days : it was a subject of portentous spe- 
culation, in an age in which witches were 
drowned by the people, or hurned by the 
judges. 

Gondemar, the Spanish ambassador, ob- 
tained great infiuence at the English court, 
by the adroitness of his fiattery, and the 
brilliancy of his tvit. 

Didwich college, founded by William 
Alleyn, a comedian. 

1620. James gave sir Francis Oane 
2000/. to establish a house at Mortlake, in 
Surrey, for the manufacturing of tapestry. 

16‘il. ./««. 30. The third parliament of 
this reign met, when the lord-c4iancellor 
Ihicoii was convicted of bribery, fined 
40,000/., and imprisoned durinjj the king's 
pleasure. The seals were taken ifoin him, 
and given to Dr. Williams, dean of West- 
minster, who was made bishop of Linccln, 
and afterwards archbishop of Fork. 

The king farmed to sir Giles Mompesson 
and Francis Michel, an exclusive patent 
for the sale of gold and silver lace ; by 
this privilege they had been gtnlty of 
fraud ; the parliament committed the.n to 
I’riMMi, and fined Michel in 1000/., and 
imprisonment for life; Muiiipessuu made 
his escape. 

Sir John Bennet, judge of the pieruga- 
bve court of Canterbury, was charged with 
bribery, and fined 20.000/. Field, bishop 
of Llundafi'. was accused of brokerage and 
bribery ; and Yelverton, alturney-geiieral, 
of “ having aided ” the afore-mentioned 
patentees in their illegal proceedings. 

In this parliament were first formed the 
parties of court and country. 

Licenses first granted for public-houses. 

Archbishop Abbot, while hunting in Bra- 
uiybdl park, accidentally kiVled the keeper. 

Aoe. Parliament again met, and insisted 
^'poii their privilegi'S ; James, who, in a 
b'tter to the speaker, had complained of the 
“ fiery and popular spirits” in the com- 
|«ons, sent for the ioutnaU of the house, 
^ud tore out the leai containing their pro- 
testation. 


One Floyden, a prisoner in the Fleet, 
was sentenced by the commons, for reflect- 
ing on the palatine, to ride with his face 
backwards, holding the horse|^ tail. 

Microscopes w'ere this year fiist made m 
Germany. 

The broad silk manufactory from raw 
silk, introduced into England. 

Gondemar is insulted by the people, for 
which the king orders one of the mob to be 

blicly whipped by the hangman. 

1622. Jan. 6. Parliament is abru})tly 
dissolved, having passed no other acts but 
the subsidies, and Philip, Pym, Mallory, 
and Coke, are committed to*pTisoa. Two 
members of the upper house, Oxford and 
Southampton, are also imprisoned, and 
from this time is dated the beginning of 
parliamentary oppo^ftiun in the lords. 

The same day the king rode by coach to 
Theobalds to dinner, not intending to re- 
turn till Easter. After dinner riding on 
horseback, his horse stumbled and cast his 
majesty into tlie New River, when the ice 
broke : he fell in head foremost, so tliat 
only his boots were seen. Sir Richard 
Yong le.scued him, and he was put into a 
warm bed. 

England’s exports are 2,320,436/., im- 
ports 2,619,315/. Customs of England 
outwards and inwards 168,222/. 

The imprisoned catholic recusants, 4000 
in number, are all released. The puritans 
lament letting loose so many idolaters. 

1623. fVA II. Prince Charles and 
Buckingham start fnmi Newhall, in E^sex, 
on their romantic excumon to Spain, to 
conclude the mutch with the Infanta; they 
traveled under the names of John and 
Tliomas Smith, took Paris in their way, 
where Charles saw, without emotion, his 
future spouse, the princess Henrietta, and 
arrived at Madrid, March (Jth, where they 
were jo} fully received. 

FvU. 1 1. At Blackfiiars 100 people lost 
their lives, by the floorr giving way under a 
congregation, who had met to celebrate 
mass. 

Stpi. Prince Charles, after being guilty 
of some wild pranks and much dissimula- 
llori, returns without the Infanta; and the 
match is abruptly broken off. The prince 
having left a proxy in the hand of the eirrl 
of Bri.stul, the king is prevailed on by the 
prince to order him not to deliver it. 

1624. h\b. 19. The pecuniary neocssities 
of the king compelled him to o\h;ii parlia- 
ment this day. in bum\>Wr tone tban lor- 
merly. He issued no proclamation against 
the people meddling with state myste- 
ries,” and invited the commons to a«!vise 
with him conc«’ruing public inalters, espe- 
cially the marriage i»f his son. Bucking- 
ham’s misrepresentations of the Spanish 
affair) made him the favourite of the people 



172 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


aud the puritans^ as well as of the king 
and the prince. The breaking off the 
match with the Infanta, was celebrated in 
London by |||i»n(ires, pealing of bells, and 
the populace insulting the ambassadors of 
Spain. The commons proposed the lords 
should join them in a “ stinging petition 
to the king, for a sharper execution of the 
laws against papists. Such was their hina- 
ticism, that they voted every member 
should denounce, by name, every papist in 
his vicinity ; a list so frametl was accord- 
ing! j' sent to the lords, who had the good 
sense to let it drop into oblivion. They 
obtained from the king a declaration against 
toleration, but were niggardly in supplies. 
James asked for 700,000/. to begin the war, 
aud 150,000/. yearly, for the liquidation of 
his debts. They vo^d only half his de- 
mands, and resorted to the uncoihstitutional 
expedient of appointing treasurers to receive 
it, and a council of war to direct its apjiro- 
priatiun. 

The Dutch massacre the English factors 
at Amboyna, and dispossess them of the 
spice islands. 

The commons institute imjuiries into the 
conduct of the intriguing bishop Williams, 
the lord-keeper ; on making his submis- 
sion he is acquitted ; but ('raufield, earl 
of Middlesex and lord-treasurer, is not so 
fortunate. lie was impeached for bribery, 
oppression, and neglect of duty. After an 
arduous trial, he was condemned to pay a 
line of 50,0(10/., to <legradHtion as a peer, 
and to imjirisonment during the king's 
pleasure. James discharged him from the 
Tower in a few days, and mitigated his 
fine to 20,000/. 

May'll. Parliament prorogued ; it di<l 
not again meet, and was di>sol\ed by the 
king’s death. Members appear to have 
received wages from their constituents dur- 
ing this reign. 

13 irbadoes jdanfed this year. 

I'lie interest of money reduced from ten 
to eight per cent. 

Jug, A match proposed an<l concluded ' 
between prince Charles and the princess 
Henrietta of France, daughter «.f Henry 
IV\, but was not consummated till James s 
death. The dowry of the princess was 
about 100,000/. After the treaty of inar- 
liage was signed, the recusants were no 
longer prosecuted. 

1625, Feh, Pope Urban’s dispe -at ion 
arrived at Paris, which caused difliculfies, 
and a new one is demanded. 

Count Man.sfeldt comes into England, 
and in made general of at. army of 12,000 
men, raised liy impressment, for the i-eco- 
yery of the Palatinate ; Imt the troops 
being denied a passage through France, 
most of them perished on board crowded 
vessels. 


March 27. James died at Theobalds, in 
the doth year of his age, and the 23rd o( 
his reign, of a tertian agne, produced by 
gout, vexation, and habitual intemperance. 
He was buried, May 7th, with the usual state, 
ill We.stminster Abbey, king Charles being 
chief mourner. Dr. Craig, his physician, 
was tlisgraced for saying the king was 
poisoned, and the duke of Buckingham was 
^accused of applying remedies tor the king’s 
disease without the advice of the physi- 
cians. 

The king had seven children, three sons 
and four daughters; two only survived 
him — Charles his successor, and Elizabeth, 
wife of the unfortunate palatine, and titu- 
lar queen of Bohemia, from whom the 
present royal family is descended. James 
was of middle stature, rather co-puleiit, 
slovenly in his clothes, and dirty in his 
habits. He was timid and suspicious; 
wore a doublet quilted for stiletto proof, 
aud breeches in great plaits immoderately 
stuffed. His beard was thin, his tongue 
too big tor his mouth, his eyes large, and, 
in the presence of strangers, continually 
rolling about. He had weak legs, which 
caused him to lean on others* shoulders. 
Much of his time was s|)eiit in hunting, 
playing at golf, carousing at table, and 
laughing at his own conceits, and the 
buffoonery of his courtiers. 

STATUTKS IN THIS REIGN. 

1 Jac. I., rap. 3. Disables bishops from 
alienating or transferring their lauds or 
revenues to the crown. 

(•ap. 8. Enacts that it shall lie felony, 
without the benetit of clergy, to stab 
another. 

Cup. 0. Inflicts a penalty of ten sliillings 
on alehouse keepej^k suffering cuinpariy lu 
sit tippling in their houses. 

Cap. 11. JMakes it felony to have two 
wives or husbands, unless the husband or 
w'ife remains seven years abroad, the one 
not knowing the other to he living. 

Cap. 12. Enacts that witchcraft, or con- 
versing with evil spirits, shall be adjudged 
felony. 

Cap. 15. Contains the description of a 
bankrupt 

Cap. 21, Stolen goods sold or pawned 
shall not alter the property. 

Cap. 27. A penalty of twenty shillings 
inflicted for destroying any game or 
p!^,eon». 

3 Jac. I., cap. 10, Enacted that the 
parish shall be at the expense of sending 
a prisoner to gaol, where he has no effects. 

Cap. 13. Hunting deer or conies 
with three months’ imprisonment and 
treble damages. 
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Cap* 15. A court of conscience es- 
tablished in London for debts under forty 
shillings. 

4Jac. cap. 13. An act for draining 
the fens in the isle of Ely. 

7 Jac. I. An act for founding Chelsea 
college under certain regulations. 

Cap. 5. Justices of peace and constables 
sued for doing their duty, shall have 
double costs. 

Cap. 11. Makes the qualification for 
killing game forty pounds per annum, and 
inflicts further punishments on offenders. 

Cap. 12. No book-debts shall be given 
in evidence for goods delivered above a 
year before the action brought. 

Cap. 13. A penalty of ten pounds and 
treble damages given for hunting deer in 
parks. 

21 .lac. I., cap. 2. No concealed lands 
shall be recovered by the crown, unless the 
king hud a tide within sixty years. 

('ap. 3. All unlawful monopolies and 
dispensations for penal laws shall be void. 

Cap. 4. Informations on penal statutes 
shall be lai<l in the county where the 
ofl'ence was committed. 

Cap. 12. Actions for words shall he 
brought within two years. Actions of 
trespass, assault, battery, wounding or im- 
prisonment, within four years ; ami actions 
on the case, actions of account, iK bt, r/c- 
t(nur, r*'p!erin, and quare ciatottnn frryit, 
within six year.s. Writs of and 

ail entries into lands, shall be made within 
twenty years after the title accrues. 

Cap. 19. Reduces the rate of interest to 
H per cent. The word interest is for the 
tir^t time used for the forbearance of 
money, and as synonymous with usury. 

( ap. 20. None shall prof.uiely swear or 
curse, on pain of paying one shilling for 
every offence. A sub-'^^uent statute in.ikcs 
it two shillings. 

Cap. 23. No suit shall be remtiveil out • 
of an inferior court after is.sue joined, ; 
wliere the demand is not alrove five pounds. ! 

Cap. 26. Made felony to levy a tine 
suffer a recovery iu the name of another, 

C’ap 27, Where a woman shall conceal | 
the death of her bastard child, she shal 
.'uljudged to have murdered it. 

(^ip. 32. Enacted that the river Thames 
shall be made navigable to Oxford. 

TXXV.S— COIN— COMMF.UCR, 

The whole revenue of James m 1617 
amounted to doO.OOO/. a year. Of this sum 
80,000/. was the produce of the crown Uiuls. 
190,000/. of customs, and 180,000/. of pur- 
veyance, Wards, and other sources of casual 
inc'Miic, 

Ihe whole supplies granted by pailia- 
^uient in this reign, were nine subsidies and 
ten fitteenths. A subsidy produced about 


70,000/., and a fifteenth about 36,500/., 
consequLMitly the parliamentary grants 
received l)y James amounted to about a 
million. A 

An attempt was made in ine beginning 
of this reign to procure a strict entail of 
the crown lands on the king and his suc- 
cesses for ever ; but a bill for that purpose, 
though passed by the lords, was rejected 
by the commons ; and James finding no 
obstacle to the sale of those land.s, con- 
tinued the practice, and raise<l by that 
means 775,000/, — Sinclair's Hist, Rev, 
p. 143. 

The Dutch were compelled to pay an 
annual acknowledgment for the libeity of 
fishing on the British coasts; a source of 
revenue which was attempted to be more 
fully enforced duftng the succeeding 
reign. 

Tlie old way of granting supplies to the 
crown by fifteenths and tenths, and the 
exact mode of levying which has puz/.Ud 
antiquarians, ceased in 1624. 

This reign furnishes u.s witn the last 
example of any ai<l being levied on the 
knighting of the king’s elde>t son, and on 
the marriage of the kuig’s eldest daughter 

James hud a price affixotl to each rank 
of nubility, on the payment of which a 
grant was made out. The dignities of 
baron, visctUint, and earl, might be respec- 
I tively bought at the rate of 10,0110/., 
j 15,000/., and 20,000/. But the sale of tin 
title of baronet, and making tl)e honour 
hereilitary, was the most fruitful source of 
revenue tVom the sale uf titles. Theiuven 
tion of this latter device has been diticr- 
ently ascribed to lord Salisbury and sir 
Robert Cotton. 

The quantity of .specie coined in the 
nign of James, was about 5.432,000/.. 
of which 3,666,000/. was in gold, mid 
I ,r6,'*,000/. in silver. It still c«»uiiimed the 
practice tt» issue some base money for tlie 
use of Ireland. 

Loniwn wa.s almo.st entirely built of 
wuml, and no (bmbt presented a veiy ugly 
appearance. Tlie eail of Arundel first 
introduced the general practice of brick 
buiUiing.s. The size of London increaseil 
greatly iu the seventeenth century. From 
1600, it doubled every forty years, and 
consequently, in 16S0, it contained four 
times as many inhabitants as in the begin- 
ning of the century. U increased vastly 
1 in lieheH iu tlus am\ the fuWowmg reign. 
! Andersen, in his ** History of ('oinmerce,'' 
! menliomi. that all the shops in Cheapside 
' except fimr, from Bucklcrsbury to the Old 
( 'hange, were occupied by goldsmiths. 

'rill* custom begun of tolling St. Sepul- 
chi-e’s bell for the prisoners m Newgate, on 

the morning of oxeentiun. 

i The expenses of the gri»ut ronsUted ni 
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pomp and show, and a numerous retinue. 
Lord Bacon has remarked, that the En- 
j»lish nobili^ in his time maintained a 
larger re tin w of servants than the nobility 
of any other nation, except the Polanders. 
The love of a country life continued to pre- 
vail ; but the increase of arts, commerce, 
tlnd social intercourse, was beginning to 
produce an inclination for the pleasures 
and luxuries of the city. James dis- 
couraged, as much as possible, this altera- 
tion of manners. “ He was wont/* says 
Bacon, to be ver}' earnest witli thecoiin- 
try gentlemen to go from London and 
return to their country seats. And some- 
times he would say to them : * Gentlemen, 
at London, yon are like ships in a sea, 
which sht>w like iiolhing ; hut in your 
country villages yon are like ships in a 
river, which look like great things.’ ’* 

MEN OK I-ETTKUS. 

As the age a»lvances in intelligence, the 
number of literary men piopoitionafely 
increases, bt.t as their lives are better 
known than those of the earlier writers, it 
will he sufficient in our future notices to 
specify their names, distinctive character, 
and the dates of their birth and death. 

John Fletcher, son to the bishop of 
London, an eminent dramatist, 1576-162'}, 


He died of the plague, and was buri(*<] in 
the church of St. Mary Overy, Southwark. 
His literary co-partner, Francis Beaumont; 
died in 1616, and was buried in Westmin- 
ster Abbey. - 

John Stowe, a faithful and ingenious 
antiquary, historian, and topographer, 
1525 — 1605. His Survey of London** 
has run through six editions, the last pub- 
lished in 1754. 

Richard Knolles, master of the free 
chool of Sandwich in Kent, and author 
of an able and well-known “ History of the 
Turks.” Died in 1610. 

William Camden, the celebrated anti- 
quary and historian, 1551 — 1623. Author 
of Annals of the Reign of F!lizal)eth,*' 
and of “ Britannia,” a standard topogra- 
phical work, in 4 vols., folio. 

R. Hackluyt, atithor of “Naval Histo- 
ries” 1553—162.3. 

John Najner, baron of Merchiston, a 
distinguished mathematician, and inventor 
of logarithms, 1550 — 1617. 

Samuel Daniel, a tasteful poet, and 
author of the “ History of England,** to 
Edward HI., 1567 — 1610. 

.1. Harrington, translator of Ariosto, 
1561 — 1612. 

John Pits, theological and biographical 
writer, 1560 — 1616. 


CHARLES I. A.D. 1625 to 1649. 

The events of this deeply interesting period admit of tlie following clas 
sificatioii : — 1. The war with Spain, in which the king was embroiled on 
his accession, and the war with France, into which lie entered to gratify 
the private enmity of Buckingham, and in both of wliicli he reaped only 
disgrace and disappointment. 2. Ilis disj)utcs with pa^iament, aggravated 
or produced by tlic pecuniary embarrassments arising out of thek‘ wars, 
and when the house of cormnons felt more disposed to impose checks on the 
abuses of the executive i^ower, than grant supplies for the sujiport of mis- 
government. 3. Ilis long effort to govern like an absolute monarch, and 
by loans, benevolences, ship money, and other devices, to raise, by preroga- 
tive only, taxes without the intervention of parliament; and which was 
certainly as great a departure from constitutional forms, as the after attempt 
of the commons to govern without a king. 4. His irnjmlitic endeavours to 
impose on Scotland, contraiy to the national faith, the English liturgy and 
church government. 5. The c*' i] \.ar, whicli originated in the irrecon- 
cilable claims of royal ])rerog,i'ive, and the privileges of parliament. 
6. His defeat, trial, and death. 

The political errors of this reign were, in brief, the king’s impoverishing 
wars, his presumptuous effort to establish uniluriiiity of religious opinions, 
his arbitrary maxima of government, his patronage of worthless favourites, 
and his mistake as to the real nature of the kingly office. The last waS^hc 
king’s cardinal error, and the chief source of his misfortunes. Charlc# 
Stuart^ like his predecessors, considered the prerogatives of the crown not 
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as a trust for the public benefit, but an inheritance for his own enjoyment. 
Hence in his struggles with parliament he looked upon them as audacious 
brigands, who sought to rob him of the patrimony transmitted b^is ances- 
tors, and which he ought to transmit unimpaired to his posterity. This 
opinion he pertinaciously clung to throughout, even on his trial and the 
scaffold : he was conscientious, but mistaken ; and his example is an awful 
lesson to royalty to watch the growth of public opinion, and to moderate 
their pretensions in conformity with the reasonable desires of the nation. 

In the king’s personal character were grievous defects. He was obstinate, 
wilful, passionate, and infirm in judgment. In choice of time, place, and 
person, he was mostly wrong. His ministers were chosen not for their 
fitness, but subserviency to his humour and arbitrary purposes. Bucking- 
ham was an unprincipled profligate ; Laud a bigoted high churchman ; 
Strafford a purchased instruincnt of the court, a man of abifity, but tyrannical, 
ambitious, and void of principle, as his apostacy from fhe popular party 
attested. The king’s last adviser, his queen Henrietta, was not more 
estimable ; she was petulant, selfish, haughty, and, according to Mr. Hal- 
lam (Const. II. 258), of questionable connubial fidelity. 

The king was ruined by his friends. But if this were weakness in him, 
lie had olli *r traits of character that demand a harsher appellation. Histo- 
rians agree in bis iluplicity and w'ant of sincerity. These arc attested by 
his equivocal acceptance of the petition of right, by the favour he shewed 
the papists after a solemn engagement to enforce the penal laws against 
them, in the countenance he gave to the arbitrary doctrines of Sibthorpe 
and Manwariiig, under the pretext of religion, and in his faithless negotia- 
tions at the close of the civil war, with the Scots, the presbyterians, and 
independents. 

Charles experienced the common fate of unprincipled men, a general 
want of confidence. After his abortive efforts to establish episcopacy in 
Scotland, to govern by prerogative in England, and the abrupt dismissal 
of the parliament of 1640, he stood almost alone in his kingdom. The 
necessity of some great change became the common theme. “ It is iin- 
])ossible,” said Lord Xorthuniberland, at that time a courtier, “ that things 
can long continue in the condition they arc now in ; so general a defection 
in tills kingdom hath not been known, in the nicinory of any.” It was 
only by the concessions of Charles in the first session of the long parlia- 
ment (which, it is probable, be never meant to be binding) that he 
Vi cove.rcd the good-will of a portion of his subjects. \\ ithout these cou- 
‘ CMSions, Burnet has remarked, in reply to those who have objected to 
them, tliat the king would have Jiad no party at all. Many now thought 
he had ))ut himself in the right and the commons in the wrong. Others 
hdlowcd him from a mere feeling of loyalty, without regard to the man, or 
the justice of his cause. 

The merits of the quarrel between the king and parliament have been 
the subject of much controversy. That the public weal was identified 
with the cause of the commons there can hardly be a «loubt, but the 
unsettled state of the constitution left a semblance o{ legal justice to both 
belligerents. In favour of the king was the practices of his predecessors ; 
ui favour of the parliament was the general principles of the government, 
tts set forth in Magna Charta and other slaluVca. 'fhe progvess of society 
demanded that what had been little more than the theory ot government 
® twuld be made the practice ; and the new dcvelopniciu ol the leprcsen- 
Native principle became incompatible with the prerogatives ol the 1 udors. 
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Had parliament acquiesced in the pretensions of Charles, it must have con- 
tinued the mockery of representation — it had been a council only for 
assessing imposts on its constituents. They demurred, and won for them- 
selves a nobler vocation. 

The wilfulness of the king hastened the crisis. His abortive attempts 
at coercion in Scotland were the foundation of the hopes imd triumphs of 
Uie patriots in England. For eleven years taxes ^vcre levied, and even 
new ones imposed (as that on cards) by royal mandate only. The 
indignation excited by these tyrannical acts was further heightened by the 
cruel punishments inflicted by the Star-chamber on the public writers 
who had the hardihood to hold them up to merited reprobation. 

The private virtues of Charles have been adduced as a set-off against his 
public errors— 4ua patronage of the fine arts — ^his fondness as a husband 
and father — and the fearlessness with which he met death. Had lie lived 
at a later period, when capital punishments have become less frequent, he 
would have experienced a more merciful criminal adjudication. His 
execution was unjust and impolitic ; unjust, as the sentence of a packed 
tribunal of undisguised and irritated opponents, acting under an ej; post 
facto law ; impolitic, as exciting a sympathy disproportioned to the claims 
of. the sufferer as a ruler and a man. 

An observation may be made on the character of tne civil war which the 
death of Charles wound up. It was one of unexampled mildness, carried 
on with true English feeling, undisgraced by massacre or revengeful deso- 
lation, It elicited much obscure talent, and, with the exception of some 
assassinations by the royalists, was waged on ihc principle of honourable 
warfare. Neither did industry sustain lasting injury. The manufacturing 
and commercial interests of the country were iu progress of rapid develop- 
ment during the early part of the reign of Charles, and the war did not 
materially arrest their progress. The interest of money, which had never 
been less than 8 per cent., fell, in 1649, to 6 per cent. The rents of land 
were increased, and large tracts reduced into cultivation. Tlie provincial 
towns became more populous and flourishing. Ihc metropolis increased in 
size, in spite of repeated proclamations to restrain it. The country-houses 
of the gentry were made more elegant and commodious. The kingdom 
was indebted fijr this prosperity to the enterprize and industry of the 
people — not to the wisdom of "the government, whicli had injured the 
freedom of trade by inoziopolics and restrictions. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

3G2.J. March'll, Charles I., the third, j Jtmr 13. The queen landed at Dover 
hut only surviv ing son of Jame> I., bj' j wht* re blu* was met by the king, and coii- 
Anne, daughter oV Frederick 11., king of i ducted the day to Canterbury, where 

Denifiaik, succeeded to the crown m his J the y sb'i't. They next proceeded to llanip- 
tweiity-fifih year. He wiihed to V styled, ton Court, their public entry into London 
like his father, King of Gteat Britain. l)ut b. ing prevented by the plague, which swept 
the judges dissuaded him from ;.ssuining j off 35,dl7 persons, 
that title. Ju?ic 18. Tlie first parliament met 

May\, Charles’s marriage with the prin- ! Westrniii.sfer, and the king and the lord- 
cess Henrietta Maria, youngest daughter j keeper each made a speech to both lionses 
of Henry IV. of France, was solemnized : Dr. Montague, one of the king’s chap 
on a platf(>i rn before the door of the • luins, proceeded against by the coffuounH, 

cathedral <)f Paris, the duke of Cheveveiix t for his book called, ‘‘An Appeal lo 
acting us the king’s proxy. j Cttsar.** Charles thought the conununs 



CHARLES I. A.D. 1625 to 1649. 


W 


encroacVied upon his prerogative in this 
case, which he brought before the pouncil. 

The charges of the war were computed at 
700,000/, a year. The king’s debts, incurred 
by himself or his father, exceeded 600,000/. 
To meet these charges he had only a sup- 
ply of two subsidies ; about 145,000/. 

Aug, I. Patliament, having been ad- 
journed on account of the plague, met at 
Oxford. 

12. Parliament having refused to settle 
the revenue of tonnage and poundage 
on Charles tor inor»‘ than one vear, or to 
grant supplies sufficient to maintain the 
war with Spam, and arraigning the conduct 
of the king’s ministevs, ^Particularly of the 
duke of Buckingham, it was this day 
dissolved, not having sat three weeks both 
at Westminster ami Oxford. J^’o sujiplies 
having been voted for the civil list, the 
king’s necessities became so great that, to 
supjdy provisions for his own table, lie 
burrowed .'3000/. of the corporations of 
Salisbury and Sootbainptoii. 

A fleet under the command of Sir Kd- 
W'iird Cecil, admiral, and the earl of Essex, 
vice-admiral, being sent to besiege Cadiz, 
made a descent near that city, but were 
foiced to re-einbark their troops without 
etlecting anything, it being too lute in the 
}v..r. 

Michaelmas term udjourned from est- 
ininster to Beading, ou account of the 

Ovt. .lO. The great seal was taken from 
bishop Williams, and given to sir Thomas 
Covei.try, the attormy-gencrul. Sir Edward 
(^ike, the ex -chief ju.-»iice, and six other 
Opposition numbers, chosen sheritls, to di^- 
(pialily them from sitting in pani.iiiunt. 

lt)‘2f». Jutt, dl. Ail jeisons of forty 
pounds a year, or more, weie ordered to 
leceise the order of kuigbiheod. 

Feh. 2. Charles crowned at Westinin- 
sf» j ; lie chose to be clad in wliite, rafiier 
than purjile, us hi.s prerlecessor.s usually 
Were at a coronation ; ami tlie unction, that 
it might imt ).e seen, was pei formed behind 
a traverse, by arehblslutp Abbot. To \.ie- 
vent the increase of the jilague, he omilled 
riding in state fioiii the Tower to ^Vhite- 
ball. 

6. The second jiarliament met at West- 
luiusler. Committees were appointed, 
nue fur religion, one for rulress of grivv- 
am es, and one for secret uil'uirs. 

17. A coiifeience between the l»i- 
sbopH and other divines concerning Ar- 
uiinianism. 

PJ. The earl of Arundel comniitted to 
t^lie lower, without cause assigned, by the 
king’s Warrant, llis offence is supposed 
to have been the marriage of his sou with- 
out the king’s leave. The lords considered 
the iinpriBonmenl a vidiatiou of Iluiir privh 


leges, and refused to proceed with public 
business until the king assented to Aruu- 
del’s liberation. They next came to a re- 
solution, That no lord of parliament, the 
parliament hitting, or within the usual 
time of the privilege of parliament, is to 
be imprisoned or restrained without sen- 
tence or order of the house, unless it be 
for treason or felony, or for refusing to 
give surety for the peace.” 

The inhabitants of London and West- 
minster w’ere commanded by proclamaliou 
to keep all their urine throughout the year, 
for making saltpetre. 

Buckingham’s conduct was examined 
by the house, and one Turner, moved 
a question, ‘‘ Whether common fame be 
a good ground o^ proceeding for the 
house ? ” which was approved. 

Afar. 29. The king sent for Doth houses 
to VVhitehall, and matie a long speech, 
which the commons took ofleuce at, and 
remonstrated. 

.//;/•!/ 0. Sir Francis Bacon (lord Verii- 
lain) died at lord Arundel’s house at High- 
gate, where he had been about a week 
upon a visit, being then about sixty-six 
years* of age, and was buried at St. Michael's 
church in St. Alban’s, in pursuance of his 
w ill. He had been advanced to the office 
of attorney-general, which he executed with 
great ability. He was afterwards consti- 
tuted lord chancellor in which high sta- 
tion, being charged with taking numberless 
bribes, he was adjudged by bis ja-ers 
(May 3, 1620) to j'ay a tine of 40,000/., to 
be imprisoned during the king's pleasure, 
and rendered for ever mcapalde of any 
otiice or tunplo) ineiit. The king released 
him fn»m the Tower, and seitle<l a small 
! pension I n him ; after which he retiied Xo 
j ins chambers in ray’s I mi, wheie he 
composed those woiks that remler his 
name iiniiiortal. He was the greatest 
genius (»f the age, but the most coirnjit 
judge that ever sat in the court of (II an- 
cery. He left neither wife nor child be- 
hind him, which makes his avarice the 
more unaccountable. 

The malice of Buckingham being se- 
coiuled by the parti, aiity of t'harles, articles 
of high treason preferred in the house ol 
lords by sir Robert Heath, the aitorney- 
geueral*, against the earl of Bristol, ground- 
ed on alleged idVeuces comwvWevl by the 
earl in his negotiating the match between 
the present king (while prince) and i he 
infanta of Spam. The earl exhibited 
counter-articles against the duke. 

Jl/<iy 8. A nicies of impeachment pre- 
ferred against Buckiughum. by the com- 
mous, for high crimes and inisdenu'aoors, 
committed in his administration : to w hich 
the duke put in his answer. Sir Dudley 
Digges aud sir John Elliot, two of tha 
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members of the commons, who carried np 
the impeachment against Buckingham, 
were curnmitted to the Tower for sonv 
obnoxious expressions that fell from them 
on that occasion, but they were released 
soon fitter, and explained themselves. 

Miiy 11. The king went to the house 
of lords, and spoke in favour of the duke. 
The duke was chosen chancellor of the 
university of Cambridge, at which the 
commons were offended. 

June 11. The commons remonstrating 
against the duke’s continuing in the ad- 
ministration, and against the king’s taking 
tonnage and poundage, tlie jiarliament 
was dissolved without ])assing one act. 

The arbitrary interferences of Charles, 
in the cases of Arundid and Bristol, tended 
to alienate the regards of the lords, upon 
ivhich liranch of the legislature he ought 
to have depended for support in resisting 
the claims of the commons. In this par- 
liament Buckingham held thirteen pr« xies, 
which enormous accumulation of suffrages 
in one person led to an order of the house, 
still maintained, that no peer can hold more 
than two proxies. 

A proclamation WiV' issued not to preach 
upon the points of Arniinianisui, eitlicr for 
or against them. 

30. A declaration issued, containing thej 
causes of his majesty’s d;ssolving the two ; 
la>t parliaments. An order of council is- 1 
sued for levj'iiig tonn.ige and pmiudage, . 
till continued to the kir.g i*y parliament. • 
The king raised iiuuiey by sale of thej 
crow'n lands, by loans arbitrarily levied on! 
individuals, and by sliip-uuney. | 

July 1. 'llie king, from jeaU-u^y of^ 
Blairuille, the I'rench ami a^s.ulor, ill.-,- ' 
missed tliM fjueen’s Ftencli servants, which, 
with some seizures id’ I rench ships, were 
the ostensible causes of a war with 
France. 

5. He ordered a gt neral fast to he held. 

Charles raised tlie sail -i wi ges from 
fourteen to twenty shillings a-inouth. A 
cotriiiiission was issued to musier and arm 
the militia. 

Gentlemen were committed h>r I'dusing 
to pay the money re*juired of them, byway 
of loan, for the king’s service ; arid s< me 
of the inferior sort were j ressed for s /aliers 
or sailors, on their refusal. In ordtr to fit 
out a fleet, the maritime tow ns were com- 
manded by council to erpjip a ( rtain 
number of vessels. The city of T^oiuion . 
was rated at twenty ships. Chie' justice 
Crew was removed, on acemmt of opposing 
the loan, and his place was given to sir 
Nicholas Hyde. Soldiers wore (puirtered 
in private houses. The doctrine of passive 
obedience was preached by i)r. Sihthurpe ; ‘ 
and archbishop AhM was suspended for' 
refusing to lice i; so his sermons. 


1627. Parliament met at Westminster . 
A letter* was published under the title of 
“ Speech Without Doors,** 

Jpril 3. The commons resolve that no 
fieeman ought to he confined by command 
from the king or privy council, unless by 
due course of law. 

June 27. Bucldngham, with 100 sail of 
ships, and 7000 land-forces, set sail from 
Portsmouth, for the city of Rochelle in 
France; where, being refused admittance 
he landed on the isle of Hh6, but not being 
able to make himself master of the fort La 
Pree, he returned to England in November, 
uirh some disgrace having lost one-third 
of his troops without effecting anything. 

I62S. Jan, An order of council issued 
to release all gentlemen who were im- 
prisoned on account of loans ; twenty-seven 
of whom were chosen to serve in parlia- 
ment, and the loans were discontinued. 

Mar, 17. The third piiili.imeut of this 
reign met, and preferred a ])etition of right 
tt» the king. prH\ ing. — 1 . That no loan or tax 
might be levied but by consent of par- 
liament. 2. Tliat no man might be im- 
pri.soiied but by legal jirocess. 3. That 
soldieis might not be (puirtered on people 
against their wills. 4. That no commis- 
sions be granted for executing martial 
law'. 'Jo which the king answered, *• 1 
ttill that liglit be done according to the 
laws and customs of the realm.” 

^pril 17. A fleet, under the command 
of the earl of Denbigh, set sail from Ply- 
mouth, for the relief of Rochelle, but re- 
turned without effecting anything. 

June 7. Both houses addressed the 
king for a fuller answer to their petition of 
right ; whereupon they received this satis- 
fio tory answer — Sat droit fait commr il 
esi desire; which made this important 
in>trument one ul the statutes of the realm. 

I 'The cou.mons attack Dr. Muiiwaring 
for his arbitrary doctrines, and he was sen- 
tenced to be imprisoned, suspended for 
tiiree years, fined 1000/., and make his 
' Mibini>%siun, which he did with tears, 

20. Tb.e curnmoiis being about to rc- 
moiistiiite against his majesty’s receiving 
tonn.ige and poundage, the king came to 
tr.e house of peer.**, and having passed 
several acts, and made a speech in which, 
among other tilings, lie said he was “ ac- 
coun table to God only for his actions,” 
parliament was suddenly prorogued. 

^luy, 23. The duke (rf Buckingham being 
at Purtsiooiiih, equipping another fleet 
for the relief of Rochelle, was mortally 
stabbed by J(,hn Felton, a discontented 
lieutenant. 

S*pi. H, 'i’he fleet set sail for Rochelle, 
under the command of the earl of 
but was obliged to return without eilectiug 
• anything. Rochelle was taken, and out of 
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15,000 persona in the city, only 5000 re- tion in any to prescribe to him ihe time foi 

mained alive, the rest having perished by callinj^ a parliament. 

iumitie. M(vj 29. Peace with France proclaimed. 

Charles caused the thirfy-iiino articles of An infonnation exhibited in the Star- 
the church of Knt^land to be published. chamber against the members in custody, 
Nnv, 19. Felton executed at Tyburn, and for their seditious behaviour, 
handed in chains, for the murder of Buck- Mr. Huntley, a parson in Kent, sum 
infrham. It was sujriryvited by Charles that inoned before the hi^h commission court, 
Felton mif^'ht be put to the rack, in order to for refusiiif^ to preach a visit.ition sermon, 
make him disctiver his accomplices ; but the Trinity Term. The members of parlia- 
juU^es uiianimoiisly decl ired that the law ment who were committed, broujjht their 
of Enj^land did not albiw the use of tor- habeas to be admitted to bail. In M:chael- 
tiire (//«/. Const. Hist. II. 10). It was the mas term they were offered to be haded by 
lirst ailjudication on the illegality of this the court, on giving security for their good 
mode of extorliiig confession. behaviour, which they refused. Upon aii 

1629, Jan. 20. Pailiaiin nt met. Ttiey information in the king's Vieiich. against 
solicited the king to proclaim a fa'*t, and Holies, Eliot, and Valentine, they ob- 
presented an address of apology for then* Jected that the courf had no right to sit in 
preferring the atfairs of religion to any jutlgment on their parliamentary conduct, 
otlier aiticle of busine^s. But the plea was overruled, ainl they were 

Mr. Oliver Cromwell iMfo’’med the house adjudgeil to be lined, and imprisoned dur- 
of Neile, the Inshopof Winchester, eouute- \ iug the king's \:\easuie. Being offered to 
n.inciiig Arininianistn, which w.is«u*iKmiiced be released on their submission, theyre- 
by t he piint.uis as tlie spawn of popioy. fused; and sir John Eliot died in ])iison. 

2S. The king foibios the commons lo Savile, Wentworth, Digges, Noy, and Lit- 
me.blle with religious tnatteis. tleton deserted, in succession, the popular 

Mar. 2. T be speaki'v lieiug called upon party, for the favours of the court, 
to read a remonstrance, and ]mt tlie <pies- IbdO. May 29. Prince ('harles, after- 
tiiiiK said he <lared nut, the kiughaiing wards king of Faigland, born ; a bright star, 
commanded the contiMiy ; and endeavour- it is recorded by Carte, shone in the east 
iiig to leave the chair, was held in by at noon-<lay. 

force, and the <b» r«, lockeil, till a protesta- Dr. Leighton, a Scotchman, prosecuted 
tioii was read. ‘’'Ehiit whoever should bfiiig for pubiishmg a book, entitled, “ An Appeal 
in innovations into religion, or seek to bring to thf* Tarlinment ; or% a Plea u<fninst Pre- 
in ]>opery or Aiiniiiianism ; and whoever Incy for which he was twice publicly 
siumbl advise the taking of t<mu:ige or whippeil, stood two hours in the pillory, 
poundage, not granted b^ parliament, or had his ears cut otf, nostrils slit, and a 
that shon.il pay the same, siionUl be ac- cheek branded with ihe letters s.s. to de- 
connted eiifniies lo the kingdoni.” Dor- note a sower of sedition. He w,is released 
iiig this, the king had come to the house after ti*n years' imprisonment, by the long 
of lords. He sent for tin* Sv rjeaiit. hut he parliament, having lost his sight, hearing 
Was detained, the doors being Uicked. Then ami tin* use of his iimhs, 
be onlcred the U'dicr of tlie black rod ti» *Alderm.m Unambcis, one of those that 
diciiver a verbal message, but that otKcer l•efu^e<l to pay tonnage and pouiid.ige, was 
ri‘tuMU'd without obtaining idm ssiou. At pioi-ecnteil iii the Star-chamber, tor saying 
last lie cominamUsI the ctplaiii of the i merchants were more scriuved up and 
guard to break open the door, but at | wroa; 4 :e I in Engbiiid than m Turkey, iind 
the verv moment the commons adjout;|l.ed lined J.dttlt/. 

to Marv-li lOth. July. Tiie marnMis of llaimUon was 

a. W^irrants wer«i issued by the privy sent with ti.lMtt) men, to the assistance ot 
roimcil for seizing the riotous ineiiibers of (iiistaviis Adolphus, King of SweiliUi, 
the comrnoiM ; ami Holies. Uoriton, Knot, against the em]*eror, m oitler t ) recover llu* 
Valentine, Scddeti, Hobart. Hayman. I.ong. Pala inate. 

and Stroud appearing before tlje council, :\or. "27. Peace proedumed with Spain. 

• eliised to answer for what was done in In this year and the preceding were two 

ihe hoiLse, and were committed close emigia'ions to Mew Kngl.md ; tlie tirst was 
piisoiiers to tlie Tower. iinfoitunate, tlu* winter having proved fatal 

H). The king came to the hon«o of peers, to above 100 of the colonists. The trans- 
Hnd, after a speech in which he called the allantic settlements preceding the civil war. 
patriot uiemhers ** common vipers/’ he arc calculated to have drametl England of 
dissolved the parliament. No parliament jOU.OOU^ 

Was iinsenihled lor twelve years alter, and Ul.'H. April 2i). Merviii lonl Andley, 
the king governed by prerogative. earl of (.■asllehaven, vonvicte»l ol sodoiiiy, 

IH. A. proclamation, in which the king . and of assisting \\\ a rap ’ on U\s own lady, 
w'iclared ho should account it presump- ^ for which he was beheaded on lower dull 
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May 14, and two of his servants handed at 
Tyburn, July 6. 

One hundred thousand pounds v/as col- 
lected this year, by Laud bishop of Lon- 
don, towards the repairiiij^ and adorning 
the cathedral of St. Paul. 

Sir KolHjrt Cotton, the great antiquary, 
and founder of the Cotton library, died. 

Sir Giles Arlington, sentenced by the 
high commission court to pay 1 ‘2,000/. for 
marrying his niece, and to give 20,000/. 
security not to cohabit, or be in private 
with her. 

Nov. 2S. A court of chivalry erected 
for a trial by combat, between lord Rea 
and David Ramsey ; but the king revoked 
his commission, and nothing came of it. 

Three doctors in divinity of the univer- 
sity of 0.vford were expelled for preuchng 
against Arminiaiiism, and others were 
turned out of their otfices. 

163‘2. Busier Term. An information 
was brought against the city of London, i 
for a not in June 1628, wherein Dr. John j 
Lamb, a reputed creature of the duke of 
Buckinglmin, was killed, and none of the 
offenders taken ; the city cnnfess.ing the 
offence, was fined l. 'OO marks. 

Part of London bridge burnt down. 

Nov, 6. Guslavus Adolphus, king of 
Sweden, killed at the battle of Lutzeu. 

Counsellor Shertield prosecuted for 
breaking a church window in Salisbury, 
on which the history of the creation was 
painted, out of liis zeal against popery, for 
which he was fined oOb/. by the Star- 
chamber. 

Monopolies were granted to raise money. 
The king iucorfiorated the soaj>-hf)ilers, by 
which he gained 10,000/. ; he also incor- 
porated the starch-makers ; and a contract 
was made between the master of this com- 
pany and the king, for them to pay i{|to 
the exchequer the first year 1,')00/, the 
second, 2,.')00/., and then 2,500/, yearly. 

A proclamation issued, commanding all 
lords and gentlemen to reside upon their 
estates. 

1633. Jii/te IS. The king crowned at 
Holyrood house, by Dr. Spotswoud, arch- 
bishop of St. Andrew’s. 

20. The Scotch parliament met, and 
were dissolved the ‘2Sth of June, wit it some 
disgust ; and afterwards the lord Bcilnierino, 
and some other members, were pros cuteci 
for treason. They granted the largest 
subsidy that had ever been given to any 
king of Scotland, which was thirty shil- 
lings on every povinil wonh of land for six 
years ; and also the sixteenth penny of all 
annual rents or interest of money for six 
years. The king passed two acts in the 
Scottish paibament ; the one an act con- 
cerning the king’s prerogative, and the 
habit of the clergy ; the other ratified aiul 


improved all the statutes which had been 
made concerning the liberties and fran- 
ciiises of the church, and of the religion at 
present professed in the kingdom. These 
acts produced great discontent in the 
nation. 

/tf/y 1. The king left Rdinhurgh, 
crossed the border on the 16th, and ar- 
rived at Greenwich on the 20th. 

Aug. 19. Laud, on the death of Abbot, 
is translated to the sec of Canterbury. 

Oct. 18. The declaration for allowing 
wakes and other lawful sports and recrea- 
tions, after divine service on Sundays, re- 
vived, and ordered to be read in churches. 

16.34. Feb 2. Mr. Prynne prosecuted 
in the Star-chamber, for publishing his 
book called Histriommtix^'' being an at- 
tack on the administration for ciuinte- 
iiancing plays, masquerades, &c. l^rynne 
was finetl 5,000/., expelled the university 
of Oxford and LiucolnVinn, disabled to 
profess the law, to stand twice in the 
pillory, lose hi.s ears, and remain a pri- 
soner for life. To congratulate the king 
on the birth of prince James, and shew 
their detestation of Pryitne’s hook, the 
tour inns of court ]>resented their majesties 
with a ma.sque at Whitehall. 

Mr. Selden maintained the sovereignty 
of the crown of Kngland in the British 
seas, against Grotius. 

A Dutchman who had erected a wind- 
sawmill on the Thames, opposite Durham 
yard, was compelled to discontinue it on 
the pretext that it deprived the labouring 
poor of employment. 

1634. iheir majesties made a progress 
this year through the north of Kngland, 
Had were splendidly entertained by thecari 
of Newcastle and the iinrtherii nobility. 

Aug. 9, Noy, attorney-general, died, 
and the first writ of sh p-numey drawn by 
liiin was issued the next day. 

Sept. 3, Lord chief justice Coke died. 

Archbishop Luud endeavoureii to reduce 
the church to a universal conformity, but 
met with great opposition. He imposed 
upon the Walloon and French churches 
a liturgy which they did not approve ; 140 
of these families went into Holland, and 
were .( ceived kindly, and exempted from 
excise and paying house-rent for seven 
years ; they taught the Dutch the woollen 
manufacture. 

Order established in Ireland by the lord 
tli-puty Wentworth, and a canon was 
passed in the convocation there, for an 
agreement between the churches of Ijhig- 
land and Iredand, in the profession ol the 
same Christian faith, by receiving the booK 
of articles agreed in the Knglish convoca- 
tion, held at I^oiidwu, in the year 

163.). Old Parr was presented to the 
king, being 132 years of age, and in per" 



CHARLES I. A.D. 1625 to 16-lfi. 


181 


feet health ; he died at London the 15th of 
November. lie was born in the rei^n of 
kinj; Edward IV, and had lived in the 
reij;ns of eight kings and queens of Eng. 
land. 

1 635. May, A great fleet was fitted out 
under the command of the earl of Lindsey, 
consisting of forty sail of ships, and another 
ot twenty sail, undet the command of the 
earl of Essex, to maintain the dominion of 
the narrow seas. The writs for ship-money 
were enlarged, and extended to the inland 
as well as the maritime counties and towns, 
which met with great opposition, and 
created general disgust, though the whole 
sum levied by these writs amounted only 
to 236,000/. 

An oflicc was erected for licensing the 
king’s subjects to travel, on payment of a 
small sum to the crowu. 

Awe. 1. Penalties levied on those who 
drew heavy carriages, to the destruction of 
the highways. 

A proclamation to restrain the great 
resort of the nohihty and gentry to the city 
of London, which was sai<l to impoverish 
the country, and increase the infections in 
the city. An information was exhibited in 
the Star-chamber against seven lords, sixty 
baronets and knights, and against abo\e 
one htiiulred gentlemen, fv»r nun-ohserv- 
ance of the proclamation. 

An order against the incre,ise of hackney 
coaches. 

1636. Mar. 6. Dr. Juxon, bishop of 
Ijondon, mu<le lord-treasurer, which gave 
(dleiice to the puiitans aiul hiy-nohility. 
No churchman had enjoyed this post since 
Henry VII's time; in less than nine years 
he lodged IH)0,00()/. in the exchequer. 

26. .Selden's hook, asserting the sove- 
reignty of the seas, and showing the cus- 
tom of levying ship-money by former kings, 
without assent of parliament, ordered to be 
kept, one copy in the conned chest, another 
in the exchequer, and a third in tire court 
of admiralty. 

The plague raged in London, which oc- 
c.isioiu d the adjournment of part of Trinity' 
term by proclamation. 

The king raised ,30,000/. by commission, 
to enquire concerning depo|>ul;ition8 and 
conversions of arable lands to pasture, since 
the loth year of Elizabeth. Another mode j 
of raising money was by resuming the | 
ancient fore.stal rights of the crown, which i 
it was alleged ha«l been invaded since the 1 
time of the Norman princes. Lord Salis- 
hnry was fined ‘20,000/., earl of We.stmore- 
liuul 10,000/., sir Hatton 1‘2,000/., with 
many uihctH, for encMachments ou the 
royal forests. 

Mr. I'humbem, citizen of London, and 
others, disputing the legality of ship- 
*«t)Uey, the ojdnioiiB of the twelve judges 


was demanded by the king, who unanim- 
ously gave their opinions under their hands, 
that the levying it was lawful. Mr. Hamp- 
den, a gentleman of Buckinghamshire, 
with an estate of 600/. a year, was as8es.scd 
for ship-money, which he refused to pay 
as illegally imposed. 

* The archbishop of Canterbury claimed 
a right of visiting the two universities, ^‘i/rc 
metropohtico^ which, being disputed by the 
universities, was confirmed to him by the 
determination of the king, July. 21. 

Aug. 29. The archbishop, as chancellor 
of Oxford, invited the king and queen, the 
elector palatine, his brother prince Rupert, 
&c , to an acudi-micul entertainment, which 
they accepteil. 

Dec. 20. A declaration issued at Edin- 
burgh, for the observance of a liturgy in 
Scotland. 

16.37. Api'il 30. A proclamation issued 
to restrain the puritans, who refused to 
submit to the discipline of the church, from 
emigrating to New England, and other 
parts of America : and an order of council 
was published, prohibiting all non-con- 
fonnist ministers from emigrating without 
license from the bishops of London and 
('anterhiiry. 

June 1 1. Burton a clergyman. Bast- 
wick a physician, and Pryuiie, still a pri- 
soner in the Tower, were convicted in the 
Star-chamber of seilitious libels, and sen- 
tenced to be pilloried, and lose their ears ; 
to he fined riOdO/. each, and to be impri- 
soned for life. 

J<din Lilburne, a bookseller, was con- 
victed in the Star-chamber of pid)li'«hing 
seditious libels, fined 5000/. and sentence^l 
to he pilloried, and whippeil from the Fleet 
prison to Westminster-hall. He was im- 
]>risoned for three years, and afterwards 
became an officer of note in the civil war ; 
but opposing Cromwell he was thrown into 
prison. 

I Ju/g 23. The book of common prayer, 

1 compost'd for the church tif Scotlaml, In ing 
! appointed to be reatl by the dean oflvlin- 
burgh, in his surplice, at St. (iiles's, he 
i w'as interniptetl. and bail a stool tiirown at 
his head ; it was with suim* difliculty that 
the magistrates of Kdinhiirgh dispersed 
the mob ; after which the service was read 
through, in that and the rot of the churches 
in Kilinburgh ; but the bishop of Fhliu- 
burgh was in danger of being murdered in 
his return to his house. 

1638. Feb. 19. An insurrection in Edin- 
burgh by the presbyterians. The Scots 
threw oiftheir allegiance, and entered into 
1 a covenant nr assocr itiMU again'*! the go- 
i vemiiuMit. which they compelled nil peopla 
to subscrila.', Arch'ushop Spottiswootl^aml 
} several other Scotch bishops lleil into Kiig- 
I land. They formed themselves into four 
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tables (as they termed it) to manapje their 
affairs^ which was done at their devotions, 
and caused an oath to be administered to 
all those who signed the covciiiint. 

j4pri/. The case of ship-money lictween 
the king and J\Ir. Hampden, was argued 
before the judges in the exchequer cham- 
ber ; Mr. llainpdeii was c.ast. He waS 
adjudged to pay twenty shillings, being the 
sum he was charged with, towards titting 
out a fleet for the guard of the seas. 

3/oy -JO. The marquis of Hamilton was 
sent to Scotland to a])pease the tumults 
there, under the title of liigli commissioner. 
Tlie Scots said that they would sooner re- 
nounce their liaptisrn than their covenant. 

211. The general asseinbly lejeet- 
ijig the king's antliority in church matters 
were dissolved by the marquis : they con- 
tinued to sit howev.er, declaring, they would 
not desert the work of the Lord. They 
set up one Mitchelson, a female, who 
afliruied that God spake through her; 
that it was revealed unto her by Giid, that 
the covenant was apj ointetl by heaven. 

Feh. 20. The Seeds resolve on 
war, and raise an army under Leslie, whom 
they sent for Irom (feruiany. They made [ 
thems' Ives masters ol Kdinburgh, and 
seized the regalia, and the king's maga- 
xines, telling the people they were to ex- j 
pect popery and jirebicv, if they <iid not | 
now acipiit themselves like men ; and they ! 
addressed themselves to the French king | 
as their sovereign, <lesiring his protection. 

M(ir. '27. '1 ne king m.irciied toward 

Berwick with an army. 

J/oy 1. 'Flu? marquis of Hamilton cn- | 
tered the Frith of Eduihurgh wutli twenty 
men-of-war, and land forces, but gave no 
assistance to the king. 

211. 'J’he king reviewed the army, 
amounting to lll.hl I men, besides .'>000 
on board the fleet, liis own guards, and the 
garrisons of Jierwick and ('ar.i^lc*. 

Juiif 17. A paciticalion ' ith the S*'ots 
coiiclmied at Dunse, wlu rehy it was agreed 
that all inatteTS ecclesiastical shou.d la? 


Dec, 5. The king, by the advice of 
Wentworth and of Laud, resolved to call 
a jrarliament. 

1G40. Fefj. 24. Bagsbaw, rdader of the 
Middle Temple, endeavoured to show, 1. 
I'hat it may he a good act of parliament 
that was made without bishops ; 2. That 
beneficed clerks were incapable of temporal 
jurisdiction. For which aSsertion.s he was 
reprehended by the lord keejicr ami Laud ; 
but became popular among the puritans. 

Jifnr. 2, Wentworth, now earl of Straf- 
ford, and lord lieutenant of Ireland, re- 
turned thither to meet the parliament, who 
granted the king four entire subsidies. 

^pri/ 13. English parliament met, when 
Stratford acquaiiitt-d the house that the 
parliament of Ireland had granted the king 
four sidisidies for the maintaining 10, ()()() 
foot, ami l.'>00 horse, which was urged as 
a good piecmlent for the parliament of 
England. Having choven Mr. sergeant 
Glanville speaker, the commons fell upon 
their grievances, shiji-money. monopolies, 
tire ^tar-chamber, high commission, breach 
of their privileges, innovations in religion, 
and would m*t meddle with Scotch uflairs. 

J/oy 4. ( harles Sent a message by .sir 

Henry \ une, demanding a supply of six 
I sul-sidies ; but sir Henry by mistake, or 
deoign*dly, demanded twelve subsidies, 
w'hicii threw the lum-se into a flame ; then 
he went to the king, and assured him that 
no money would be granted him against 
the Scots ; which the king giving credit to, 
abruptly <lissoived the parliament on the 
')th. Several members of the house of 
commons w ere committed to the Elect, and 
lord Brook's papers were seized, lie being 
?*upposed to liold corre'>pondence with the 
Sco^s. • 

.\ paper was po'^ted up at the Ohl 
Exchange, iiiciling the Lomloii appren- 
tices to rise and demolish the :uchbishi>p's 
p.ilace at Lambeth, which they attempted 
the llth following; but the archbishop 
being pieparcd, they were obliged to retire, 
and one. nf them was taken, condemned, 


determined by «a geneial assembly, and • and exicuted as a traitor, bis quarters 
civil alfair.s by the parliament; aiul that a j being set on London bridge. 


general act of oblivion shoubl be jias^erl. 


If). Gontrarv to ancient custom, the 


(j. The general a.sse:nidy met, and j convocation coniinned to sit after the dis- 
the earl of Tr.iquair, being Irgh cmi :ni^- . sidution of p iiliament, and granteil the 
sioner, gave the royal assent to and con- king six sunsidies, payable in six years. 
Armed all the acts of the late assemb’ .t amounting to 2(1.01)0/. a subsidy. 

Gla.sgow. The king raised an army of 20,000 men 

31. The parliament of Scotland im i, against ihe Scots, towanls the maintain- 
and having excluded the bishops, coi.urnu'd mg 4’ which, the nobility and gentry id- 
the acts of the general assembly, (.‘.oinmu- I vanced him 300,000/. hut the city ol 
nications were opened with the lea<»ing Loudon refuseil him the loan of 200,000/. 
puritans in England, and deputies sent to Cdiatles borrowed 40 , 01 ) 0 /. ol the merchants 
the king to justify their proceedings. i conc^Muied in the mint, npt»n credit of the 

Sepi. 7. The Dutch fell upon the Spa- | customs. The city having settled a colony 
nish fleet In ibe Downs, and destroyed at Londonderry by the king’s patent for 
great part of it. certain lands, a charge was laid against 
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the mayor and sheriffti) and they were cited 
before the Star-chamber, to answer to their 
usurping more lands than the kin^ had 
granted thein ; they were condemned to 
forfeit their rights, and liighly fined, upon 
payment of which their jiatent was restored. 

Aug, 20. The king set out from London 
with prince Charles towards York, where 
the general rendezvous of his army was 
appointed. The Scotch crossed the border, 
levying contributions in Northumberland 
and the bishopric of Durham amounting to 
8504 a day. 

Sept. 24. A great council of peers meet 
in the deanery of York. Petitions were 
presented to Charles from tlie gimtry of 
Yorkshire, and many of the nobility, to as- 
semble parliament. 

29. Eight earls, and as many b irons, 
were appointed to treat witlr tiu* Scideh 
commissioners at Ripon, the Sols n fusing 
to come to York. 

Oct. 26. A cessation of arms. The 
Scots remain in that part of England they 
were possessed of; and the treaty was to 
be ailjonriied to London. 

AW 3. The famous Long Parliament 
met this day; they chose William Lon- 
thall, a practising liarrister, for tiieir 
speaker. The chief leaders of the popular 
]>aity were — Pym, Hampden, Deu/il 
Holies, Nathaniel Fienness, St. John, and 
die younger Vane. 

1 1. Mr. Pym carried up to the lords a 
general impeachment of high treason 
against the earl of Stratford, who was 
committed to the custody of the hl.ick 
rod. 

12. The Commons, in concurrence with 

the lords, moved the king for a fast, which 
was held. Dr. Hurgess and bti plum Mar- 
shal preached before the house of com 
inuns, and preached and pra\cd seven 
lioiirs betwixt tluni. 

21. Mr. James, a pajiist, st.ihbed Mr 
Haywood, A justice of the peace, in W est- 
minster Hall, who had been active in prose- 
cuting popish recusants. The jnstic 
e>cai»ed with his life, hut this served to in- 
crease the fears of popery. 

Pryiinc, Hast wick, and Ihirton li- 
berated from prison. They entered Lon- 
don in triumph, wearing ivy and rosemary 
in their hats. 

Dec. 7. The commons voted that th 
h’v\ing ship money, and the opinions of 
the jinlges upon it, were illegal. 

11. Alderman Pennington, attended 
by great numbera of citizens, ])reft:rrcd 
a petition to the ctunmons, subscribed by 
l.),(HK) persons, for extirpating episcopacy. 

15. The commons restdveil, that the 
clergy ha<l no pou'er to make canons 
h‘ud either clergy or laity ; that the cano .. 
’Tuule by the late convocation were againsl 


he laws of the land, and tended to sedi- 
ion. They condemned the subsidies 
granted by the convocation as illegal, and 
trained a bill for fining all that sat in that 
convocation. 

Dec. 18. Archbishop Laud impeached by 
Denzil Holies of high treason, in the name 
»f tlie commons, and committed to the 
aistody of the hlack-rod. 

22. The judges were threatened and 
ihliged h) put in bail. These were sir John 
•iraiiistom*, chief justice of the King’s 
Bench ; sir Humphrey Davenport, chief 
aron ; and justice Crawley, as also justice 
lierkley. Fiocli, the lord keeper, to avoid 
mpeachment, tied to Holland. 

fill. Feh. ,3. The commons voted 
UlO.OOOA for the Scois. 

11. Sir Robert Berkley, one of the 
udges of the King’s Bench, impeached 
)y the commons of high treason, for his 
»piuion in the case of ship-money; and 
:he l)lack-U)d took him off the heiicli in 
\\ e.stminhter Hall, to the great dismay of 
lis Colleagues ami the bar. 

1“. A hill for triennial parliaments 
jia'.seil, and another for granting four sub- 
siihesforthe subsistence of the king’s army 
II the north, but so contrived, that the king 
h.id not the disposal of the money. 

.\n act to abolish the St ir-chamber. 

The loivis cancelled the judgmenl inllamp- 
len's case, and causcMl the rolls in the Slar- 
ehamber to be annulled, wdurein the e.vtra- 
jmbcial opinions of the judges were. t*n- 
tereil. 

Mar. 10. lilt* commons voted, that no 
bishop should have a vote in parluimiut, 
or bear any authority in temporal m itters; 
ami that no clergyman should be in the 
cummi''SU)n of peace. 

22. Lofil tStialFoid's trial began in 
Westminster-bail. the earl of .\rundel being 
lord Ingh-steward on the occasion, 

.tpril 21. \ bill t>f ait.iimler agaiiut 

the earl of Sli.dloul passed the comii.ons, 
with the m.ijority of 20 { against ,'>9, and 
was carried up to the loriL. What was 
principally insisted on by the ci'mnu>ns 
was, that he h .d an intention to alter the 
constitution from a limited to an absolute 
mon.arcby. wliuh was, they suggested, 
higli-treason against the kingdom, if not 
against tlie king. 

Afag 1. The king told both houses, he 
could not in conscience condemn the e.irl 
if Stratford of high-trea'.on ; and suggested 
that misdemeaiiur should he substituted, 

.3, All armed mob, led by Burge.ss. a 
puritan doctor of divinity, came fi* 

Westmi lisle V. cryuig out. •“ .lu''lice ’. Jus 
lice !'' against the earl v»t S’.v.iilool. 

\ protest. it uni m.oie by the l-nd'* nud 
comniuiis, in the nature of an association, loi 
the preservation of their rights and privi- 
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leges, little inferior to the Scotch covenant, 
aiul propagated over the whole kingdom. 

May 8. The lords passed the bill of attain- 
der against Strafford, who had defended 
himself with great judgment and eloqiien 
upon his trial. 

10. Charles, after having, in a private 
letter to Strafford, assured him, on the 
word of a king,” that he should not suffer 
in life, honour, or fortune, signed by com 
mission the hill of attainder. Another bill, 
still more important, was signed the same 
day, to the effect that parliament should 
not be dissolved without cmisent of both 
houses. 

12. The earl of Strafford, then in his 
forty-ninth year, beheaded on Tower Hill: 
100,0110 persons were present at the execu- 
tion, and the event was celebrated by bon- 
fires at night. The e irl had otlered Bal- 
four, lieutenant of the Tower, 2*2,000/., the 
marriage of Ballour’s son to his claughter, 
and the king's warrant of indemnity, for 
his escape. 

Av^. 4. An order of the commons for 
removing scandalous pictures, crosses, and 
figures within churches and without; 
whereupon the crosses in Cheapside, ('har- 
ing Cross, and at several other places, were 
taken down. 

3. Parliament adjourned ; mean- 
while a committee was appointed from 
both houses to take care of urgent and 
weighty affairs of state. 

20. Varliament met, and demanded a 
guard from the earl of Essex, which was 
ordered to secure them from insult. 

23. The Irish rebellion and massacre. 
They were headed by O’Neil ; and the 
number of protestant victims has been va- 
riously stated at from 10,000 to 200,000 
(Cont. Mac. Hist., v. 279). The origin of 
this terrible slaughter has been ascribed to 
the king or the intrigues of the Scots. 

Nov. 22. The commons debate on a re- 
monstrance to be presented t * Cliarles. In 
those days the house met at eight in the 
morning, and the debate was pn.tracred to 
eleven at night, when it was carried by a 
majority of eleven. 

25. Charles returned from Scotland, and 
was splendidly treated by the city of 
London. 

26. The mob were so troublesome fo the 
king at Whitehall, that he removed to I 
Hampton Court ; but the city invitinp iiim 
back, he returned to Whitehall. 

/>rc. 28, Daring tumults of the T.ondon 
apprentices at Whitehall and W'estminster. 
The name of “ rouinlhead^” first introduced 
by captain Hyde drawing his sword amidst 
the mob at 'Westminster, and saying he 
would crop the ears of those roundheaded 
dogs that bawled against the bishops. 
The apprentices yore their hair cut round 


and short. The commons caused arms to 
be brought into the house for their security. 
The gentlemen of the inns of court offered 
to guard the king. 

30. Twelve bishops committed to custody 
for declaring that all legislative acts, in 
their absence from the lords, were invalid. 

164*2. Ja/i. 3. The king, while in Scot- 
land, liaving discovered more fully the cor- 
respondence between the Scots and som- 
nieniher.s of parliament, ordered lord Kim-, 
holtuii to be apprehended, together with 
Pyin, Hampden, Holies, sir Arthur Hasle- 
rig, ami Stroud, and their trunks and pa- 
pers to be sealed up ; whereupon the com- 
mons resolved, ‘‘ That whoever .should at- 
tempt to seize any of their members, or 
their papers, the members should stand 
upon their defence.’^ 

4. Charles repairs to the house with an 
armed haml of 500 followers, to seize the 
five members. Not observing them in tlieir 
places, he remarked that the birds had 
flown, ami ordered the speaker to inform 
him where they were. Lenthall replied, he 
had only eyt-'s s»t*e ami tongiu* fo sjieak 
as directed liy the house. Charles then 
left, amidst the cry of •* Privilege I Pri- 
vilege I ” 

5. The king went to the common-council 
•f Loiitlon, and demanded the five mem- 
>ers out of the city, when one Henry 

Walker, an ironmonger, threw into the 
king's coach a paper wherein was written 
* 7o your trnts^ O Israe/.'* 

Lunsford, and forty other officers, passing 
hrough Westminster Hall, met the citi- 
zens, drew' their .swords, and wounded 
leverul. 

Arniilst these turmoils the king’s daughter 
ivas iiuirried to the young prince of Orange 
«at Whitehall. 

U), 11. The sheiiffs of London and the 
rain-haiius, with an armed multitude, ear- 
ned the obnoxious members in triumph to 
lieir seats at Westminster. 2009 seamen 
and watermen, w'ith above lOO annul 
esscls, iield-pieces ami colours, as pre- 
pared for an engagement, advanced at 
he same time, up the Thames from Lon- 
ilon-biidge to Westminster. Hampden, on 
amliug from his barge, was received by 
4000 mounted gentleim n and yeomen of 
Buckinghamshire, who, by petition fo par- 
liament, demanded justice to his character, 

12. The king left London for Hamp- 
ton Court on the 10th, and on this day re- 
moved to Windsor, from whence he sent 
two several messages to the commons, of- 
fering to wave all prosecutions against lord 
Kimbolton and the five members, and to 
pass an act of general pardon ; but these 
offers were not accepted by the comrJtons, 
(Jharle.s did not again visit London but as 
a captive. 
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The commons ordered two companies of 
the train-bands to attend the house daily, 
under the command of major-general 
Skippon. 

Lords Essex and Holland were com- 
manded by the king to attend him at 
court, but the house of peers forbade their 
going. 

Feb, 2, Both houses petitioned the king 
to deliver up the Tower, with all the forts 
and militia of England, into their hands. 
They order the governor of Portsmouth to 
receive no forces by the king’s authority, 
but l^ both huuses of parliament. They 
also sent sir John Hotham to secure liuli. 
They set a guard about the Tower, and 
ordered that no ammunition should be sent 
out. 

14. The king was prevailed with, by 
the ipieeti, to pass the bill, l)y commission, 
for depriving the bishops of their votes in 
parliament, and incapacitating botli them 
and the rest of the clergy to exercise any 
temporal jurisdiction ; and the bill for the 
j)ressing of soldiers. 

It). The king went with the <piet‘n and 
princess of Orange to Dover. 

26. The king returned to Greenwich, 
and sent for the \»rince td’ Wales and the 
duke of York to come to him, which the 
commons endeavoured to prevent. 

28. The king sent the house Ins reasons 
for refusing the militia hill. The com* 
nions declare his ailvisers public enemu s, 
and pass a vote of approval on tlie cotmties 
which had put themselves in a posture of 
defence. 

Mar, 2. Tlic two houses. residve to eni- 
bialy the nnlilia without the royal assent, 
and order the admiral (the earl of Nor- 
tlmmberland) to equip the navy for iheir 
service. 

1). The king having set out for the 
n rth. a committee of both houses followed 
him, with another positive declaration, to 
Xew market, wherein they said, that upon 
the strictest examination of their actions, 
they found none that could giv# his ma- 
jesty any just apprehension, or occ.isiou 
bis removal from Whitehall, whither, they 
desired, he would return with the prince. 
Tile king refused. 

19. Charles arrived at Y'ork, and issued 
a ]iroclamation for the payment of ton- 
uage and poundage, though the act had 
expired. 

I'rotn the time the king had loft Lon- 
don there had been n constant interchange 
of state papers between him and parlia- 
nient. The secret movements of lioth were 
betraye*!. Lonl Eulkland and sir Johr 
^ ulepepper, who htdd official situations 
g.’Ue C harles every information in their 
power, and Hyde (Clarendon\ while he 
'••nitiously disguised his loyalty from his 


colleagues of the popular party, repaired 
to the king in the night, and acquainted 
him with what had passed in the com- 
mons, supplying him with answers to the 
messages and declarations of his opponents 
before they had been regularly submitted 
for the sanction of the house. While at 
York, Hyde transmitted his papers to the 
king by gentlemen, who offered their ser- 
vices, and who sometimes performed the 
journey to, and brouglit back the answer 
n, the short space of thirty-four hours. 
The king copied all Hyde’s papers, and 
burnt the originals. On the other hand 
he patriots had their spies or associates 
11 the court and iii the council, and even 
he closet of the king. His Wist secret 
lesigns (as the surprisal of Hull, &c.) were 
ininediately known and prevented. — Ling, 
Hint. X. 1(18. 

Jpril 23. The king went to Hull with 
an intention to secure the magazines and 
urpiise the town, hut was denied admit- 
tance by sir John Hutham, who held it 
for the parliament, whereupon the king 
leclaretl Hotham a traitor. The parlia- 
ment voteil that sir John Hotham had only 
icted in obedience to their commands, 
and that the declaring one of their mem- 
bers a traitor, was a high breach of privi- 
lege. 

J/rty 5. The commons jmhlishcd a de- 
claration for putting in execution their or- 
dinance for raising the militia. The king, 
on the contrary, commanded his subjects 
not to obey the ordinance ; ami the com- 
mons ]>ublished a declaiation, forbidding 
all per. suns to obey the king's proclama- 
tion, as luMiig contrary to the laws. 

10. Parliament musteri-d tlie city 
militia, consisting of 12.000 men, in Fins- 
bury-fields, who were commanded by Skip- 
pon, and such otlier officers as the hmises 
could confide in. They sent to the several 
counties to muster the militia, pursuant to 
their ordinance. 

12. Charles summoned the gentry of 
York, and raised a guard for the detcncc 
of his person, which consisted of a troop of 
horse, commanded by the prince of Wales, 
and one regiment of the trained-bands. 
He would have moved the courts of justice 
to Y'oik, w'hich the parliament having 
notice of, hindered. 

17. He ordered gt*neral Skippon to at- 
tend him at York ; the parliament gave 
him orders to the contrary? which he 
obeyed. Parliament ordered the sheriffs 
within \50 miles of York to stop all avtvs 
going to that city. 

19. Parliament published a manifesto, 
setting forth the reasons ot tneir coiui ct. 

20. The earl of Bristol, liy a .speech in 
the house of peers, made his last etflirt 
to procure an accominudatiou between th6 
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king and parliament, Lut without effect. 
The parliament voted that whoever should 
serve or assist his majesty in raising forces, 
were traitors ; and had the courage to send 
their serjcant to York, to ajipreheiul some 
gentlemen that attended the king there, as 
delinquents. 

‘2*2. Lord'keeiter Littleton, under the per- 
suasion of Hyde, surrendered to the king 
the great seal. Parliament ordered a new 
great seal to be made, and intrusted it to 
commissioners of their own, 

23. Parliament petition the king to 
disband his forces of horse and foot, raised 
under colour of a guard to his person, to 
which he returned a veiy sharp answer. 

26. The commons publislual a reiiiou- 
strauce, declaring the sovereign legislative 
power ^vas lodged in both lu)usi s, and that 
the king had not so much as a negative 
voice. 

June 2. Parliament sent nineteen pro- 
positions to tlie king to be accepted, to- 
wards the establishment of a peace aiul 
strict union, to w'hich the king made an 
exceeding long answer. 

The ship Proviileucc arrived on the coast 
of Yorkshire, being s( nt l>y the <p»eeii with j 
arms and amnumitiou lor Charles. The j 
queen, in order to furnish these arm'<, had ; 
sold part of the crown jewels; whereupim 
the parliament published an order, declar- | 
ing those concerned theieia v/ere enemies • 
to the state. ; 

10. Parliament tiaik up money upon | 
loans: the people freely sui scribed, and 
brought in their plate. 

13. An engagement v\as entered into at 
York, by forty-six lords and great otficers 
of state, not to submit to the ortlers of tl?e 
two houses, but to defend the king. Hyde, 
Falkland, Culepepper, and others of the 
moderate jiurty, had proceeded to York. 

The king issues comriussioiis of array, 
and made the earl of Limlsay general. 

Id. He sent a letrer U: the lord-mayor 
of London, to pubdsh his order, iorbiddnig 
the citizens to lend nu-ney. 

12. Parliament vote that an army 
of 16,000 men should be raised lor the 
safety of the king’s person, and defence 
of bwth houses of j ailiament. They c n- 
Stitute the eail of Kssex their gener 1 . aii<l 
the earl of Bt ili'ord general of the horse. 
The pay of tiie soldiers wa.s 8^/. a da\ f»ir 
the infantry ; 2s, Od. cavalry ; namel Ihd. 
for the keep of a horse, the rest loi rhe 
man. Essex received 10/., Beil lord, 6/. 
per day. In almost everv township were 
persons raising men at tJie >-aine time for 
the king and patiiament. In the south, 
the latter j*revailed. Kencounters between 
the parties were frequent, and some Mood 
•pilt. 

15. The king marched to Beverley, 


with a design to surprise Hull, but was 
disappointed. 

3. The Scots propose an union of 
the clmrches of England ami Scotland. 

5. Goring, governor of Portsmouth, 
declared fur the king. lie was blocked up 
by th« militia by land, and the earl of 
Warwick by sea. lie surrendererl, with 
liberty to retire to Holland, and his officers 
to repair to the king. 

15. Hampden drew out the militia ot 
the county of Bucks against the king. 

20. The city of Coventry shut their 
gates against Charles. 

21. Dover castle .surprized for the par- 
liament. 

22. The king set up the royal standard 
at Nottingliain. I pun it was in.^crihed, 
•* Give to Cetsar his Uue.^' It was carriiij 
by a guard of 6U0 men, from the castle 
into a large held ; the king followed, witli 
a retinue <'f 2000 men, ami the heruld-at- 
arms read the proclanjation, equivalent to 
a dechiuition of war. Tlnee-foiirths of the 
nobility ami Lreiitry of the kingdom siip- 
portt<i ( harles ; the yeomanry of the 
country, and the merchants and trades- 
people of the towns, sided with the j)ar- 
dao eat. 

2.'). ( hiirles took Linci/ln, and fi;rnishtMl 
his troops with tl.e arms of the train- 
i amis. 

!h The earl of Es.sex, general for 
the p.irli.unc'iit, maiched out «if London, to 
the general rumlezvous at Northampton, 
vtbere were a.ssetuhled 15.0(0 men. 

13. The k ng jnarclieil from Nottingham 
to Derby, and so to Sluewsbury, where he 
set up a mint. His army consisted of 
10.(dM> men ami 4000 horse. 

The pailiament sent Walter .Strickland 
to the st.i’es of Ho.Iaml, to njinplain of 
the snj)plie.s th-.t were sent to the king. 
Holi.uid and Zealand promi.sed to stand 
neuter. By the prince of Orange’s credit, 
they had sent the king arms fur 6000 nun. 

23. Prince Hupei t defeated a detach- 
ment of the pavhameut'?» forces at Powick- 
britlgc, near Worcester. 

Tjm; two innver'i’.ie.s made the king a 
present of then-pbi’e; hut the Cambridge 
pbith w.is intercep’ed by Cromwell, for tlie 
parlianiuttl. 

‘27. Charles ordered the papists to pro- 
viflc arms for themselves, servants, and 
tenants. 

'Jet. 12. He marched from Shrewsbury 
to Bridgenorth, and so to Birmingham, 
Up‘jn his iiiiirch towards London, the city 
was alaiiiie J, and fort died tlie avenues to 
the town. 

23. Being bnnduy, alrout two in the 
after.'ioon, began Dm battle of Edge-hill, 
near Keynton. in Warwickshire, where the 
king’s horse heat his opponent's out of the 
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field ; but ptirsuinp^ them too far from the 
field of battle, left the kiiijr’s infantry ex- 
posed to the enemy’s foot, who were more 
numerous ; however, they maintained their 
ground till night juirted them, when both 
armies <lrev/ otf ; and the next day both 
claimed the victory, and gave thanHifor it, 
but neither of them tliought lit to renew 
the li^ht. Oil the king’s side were killed 
the earl of Lindsay the general, lord Au- 
bigny, and sir Edmund Verney, the stand- 
ard-bearer. On the other side were killed 
lord St.John and colomd Charles Essex. 
1 he number ol interior uthcers and soldiers 
killed amounted to l.iOO or 2000 men on 
both sides. The royal standard wos taken, 
but afterwanls rescued bv a stratai^Lon j)f 
cajdain Smith, wlio was ’knighted "for it, 
and made standard-bearer. 

Or.t. 27. The king took Banbury and 
Broughton-house, and sent a j'n>claiii.itj<jn 
to l.ondon, offering pardon to his enemies. 

Nov. 7. Parliament resolved to demand 
the awl of the Scots. Tney recoive their 
general with great honour at \\’estminster, 
and presented him with a gratmtv of 
GOOtl/. ^ 

1>. Prince Rupert, l*y a sudtlen irriij)- 
tion, hiu'pri.ses the pathaineiitaiianH at 
Ihentfoid, hut is compelled to letire. Tin 
city trained-bands miirchcd to Tunihain- 
g-een, to reinfwrce tl'.o earl of K.ssex. 'J'be 
army then consistc<l of 21,000 men, com* 
j-letely armed and supplied with ail iiecvs- 
sarie.*», and much superior to the king's. 
Alter his army had stood in array several 
lioniM, facing them, Cliarles retireil to 
Ihadng, and the parliament general did 
ii"t attempt to interrupt his march. 

IG. The king advanced towards London, 
ulieo ipon the parliament ordere<l the e.nl 
of E>?»ex to iTiarcli towards the city, fur 
their protection, and invited the .Scots into 
England again. 

Charles caused some prisoners to he 
condemned at Oxford, hut the parliament 
threatened retaliation, whicli saved them. 

l>cc. 1. The king took up his winter 
'i"aiters at Oxford, and the earl of Essex 
at Windsor. 


storm, and made Carr, the Scotch governor, 

il 1200 of his garrison, prisoners; above 
200 were slain. 

22. The tpieeii landed at Burlington- 
bay in Yorkshire, and brought with her 
money, arms, and ammunition, for the 
king't forces, which were conveyed by the 
marquis of Montrose. The States, in order 
to keep fair with the parliament, stopt one 
of the (pieeii’s ships with arms and ammu- 
nition. 

Mar. 2. Lord Brook killed in an attack 
on the cathedral oi Litchfield. 

-1. (Commissioners from parliament en- 
tered into a treaty of peace with the king 
at ( l.vford, which broke off the 1 5th of April 
following, without effecting aiiytliing. 

7. Cliarles gained two citizens of Bristol 
in his favour, to endeavour to raise forces, 
and dt‘li\er iqi the city, but the plot being 
dihcovere.d, the consjtiratuvs, Robert Yeo- 
man and one Buiiehier, were imprisoned, 
cimdemned todit?.and executed. The king 
threatened to levtmge himself upon his 
prisoners, but was awed by an answer of 
the same iinjant from the governor. 

I 19. The iviyalis'is defeated a detachment 
I of the parliaim nt’s army at Ilopton-heath, 
j near Siatford ; but the earl of Northamp- 
ton, who coie.mamled the king's troops, 
was killed in the action. 

Malmesbury surrendered to the parlia- 
ment. 

Colonel Cavendish took (irantham 
for the king. 

l.ord Herbert liaving raised 2000 men 
for the king in Wales, and invested (ilouces- 
ter. his troops were surprised by sir Willi. un 
Waller, lor»l Ileibeit himself being then 
, at Oxford; .’'00 id bis men were kdUd, and 
i HUH) taken prisoiuMs; alter which \Valler 
took (..‘hepstow .ind Monnumih. 

Tlie houses pass an onlinance for a 
weekly assessiiu nt. or tax. throughout the 
kiiigdoin. amounting to 2 l,>0b/. per week., 
for the in.iiniaimng their troops. 

2G. Scarborougli castle surrendered to 
the king by sir Hugh Cbolmondley, who 
tleserted the parliament. 

29. I'erdinando lord Fairfax, the f.itber 


d. ('ardinal Hicheheu die<l, t>f the famous general, deflated at Bram- 

Ihe king allowed free commerce be- baiu-inoor, by the earl oi Newcastle, 
tween his quarters and London for all goods. .-//oi/. The king detached \'rince Uu- 
Jim. If). Failiument foibul tree pert to istablish a commwir.c.itiou \H*tween 
roinnierce, and ordered no waggon or car- York aiul Oxford ; the prince took Ihr 
^>'‘ge to go to Oxford without a license. •'»iiighaiii in the way. and made the in 
17* 'ihe king ordered the sheritlM of habitants pay a large fiiio lor assisting the 
London to arrest uiid commit the lord- garrison. 

ju.iyor to custody, and other aldermen, the 7. New propositions wove made to the 
*^»’'l-niayor not being duly elected. The king; and in one conference, wlueli lasted 
1 ‘'‘iiauient contradicted this order. till iniilnight. he declared hiiuself fully 

i'rh. l. Parliament drew up fourteen pro- sali-fied, and promise«l his aiiswi i in wni- 
fasitions towards the settling of a peac’e. mg the next morning : hot upo.i his letii- 
•• Prince Rupert took Cirencester hy ing, v/.is persuaileil oy uie lords to ac 
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entirely contrary to hig will, which put an 
end to BO favourable a view of peace, 

11. Colonel Cavendish defeated young 
Hot ham at Aiicaster. 

26. Heading surrendered to the earl of 
Essex, after a siege of ten days ; the garri- 
son consisted of 4000 men, and were per- 
mitted to march out with their arms, but 
all deserters were given up. Colonel Field- 
ing, deputy-governor, who hung out a flag 
of truce, was condemned to lose his head, 
but afterwards pardtJiied by the king. 

May 5. Parliament ordered the Book 
of Sports to be burnt hy the coininon hang- 
man. 

16. Sir Ralph Ilopton defeated the 
forces under the command of the earl of 
Stamford, at Stratton in Cornwall, and took 
major-general Chudleigh, and 1700 of the 
enemy prisoners, fur which service sir Ralph 
was created baron Ilopton of Stratton. 
Chudleigh, and his father, sirGeorge Chud- 
leigh, entered into the king's service. 

21. P.irhamentarians defeated a detach- 
ment of the king's forces at Wakefield, con- 
sisting of 3000; general Goring, the com- 
mander, and 1500 men, were made prisoners. 

23. Pym, from the commons, impeached 
the «]ueen of high treason, fi»r ansisting the 
king with arms and ammunititm. 

(‘ol. Ilurrj' deserted the parliament army, 
and informed prince Rupert i»f the disposi- 
tion thereof. 

31, The plot of Kdmund Waller (the 
poet), Tomkins, and Chaloner, to betray 
the city of London, and the leaders of the 
pojinlar parly, to the king, detected. 

Jtme 0. Taunton and Briilge water sur- 
reiidere«l to the parliament. 

10. The king consented to a conven- 
tion of estates in .Scotland under certain 
limitations, which were rejected by the 
estates. At the convent itm, the duke of 
Hamilton and other of the king's friends 
\’oted it no convention, unless regulate<l by 
Charles. Hamilton and his brother were 
apprehended at Oxfoid ; Lanark escaped, 
but the duke was imprisoned at St. 
Michael’s Mount, in Cornwall. 

12. An assembly <if divines we.m con- 
stituted to settle religion according to the 
Scottish or Geneva plan. 

15. It is resolved to take the covenant, 
that is, an engagement to maintain preshy- 
terianism, in Scutlaikd, and introduce simi- 
lar church government into KngUiii. 228 
members of the commons, and froirt 20 to 
30 peers forming the upper house, took the 
oath. It was taken by tho city of London, 
and imposed on all civil and military offi- 
cers. 1600, or about one- fifth of the wh<;lu 
number of l)e.r;eficed clergy, lost their bene- 
fices for refusing the covenant. 

36. Prmce Rupert surprises Wycomb 


in the rear of Essex’s army in the night, 
and destroys two regiments iu that town, 

18. Being hotly followed in his retreat 
to Oxfonl, he turned upon his pursuers at 
Chalgrove, and repulsed them, in this 
action the celebrated patriot John Hamp- 
den r^eived tlie wound of which he died 
within six days. He was one of the * root 
and branch’ party in the commons, and 
among the most distinguished for courage, 
capacity, and integrity. The royalist his- 
torian (Clarendon) says of him, that he 
had ‘a head to contrive, a tongue to per- 
suade, and a hand to execute anything.’ 
Hampden was in his forty-ninth jear; in 
the dawn of his public life and character. 

29. The earl of Newcastle defeated lord 
Fairfax's forces at .Atheiton-Moor, in York- 
shire. Fairfax threw himself into Hull. 

July 1. The assembly of divines met it 
the .Jerusalem r hamber, coiKsisting of 118 
preachers, besides 26 laymen, and had 
four shi. lings a day each allowed them for 
their service. 

The (pieeii marched with a strong de- 
tachment from York towards Oxford, anc 
took Burton-upon-Trent hy storm . 

5. Mr. Tomkins and Mr. Chaloner exe- 
cuted fur W'iiller’h plot. Mr. Waller was 
condemned to the same fate, but esca})ed, 
after a very moving atldress to the com- 
mons, and the exertion, it has been al- 
leged, of an influence itill more potential, 
with a fine of 19,000/., which he was well 
able to pay, having an CNtute of 4000/. a 
year. 

The king's troops defeated sir William 
Waller at Lansdowii, near Bath; sir Bevil 
Greenville was kille<l on the king’s side. 

9. The earl <d‘ Essex, despairing of the 
public cause, wrote a letter t*> the house of 
lords, representing the inefficient state ut 
the army, and a<i vising an accommodation 
with the king. A ])t‘titioii to the king was 
accordingly voted by the lords. The coin- 
moiis, after a velu'iiient struggle, rejecte<i 
it by a majority of 94 to 65 (Coiitin. Mac. 
Hist. v. 330). This result was chiefly 
brought about by the bj>ir»ted conduct ol' 
the Londoners. F.ntrenchiTieuts were 
thrown up iu a circuit of twelve miles 
round the metropolis, with incredible rapi- 
dity. People of the best quality of both 
sexes Went out with dnims beating and 
sj'udes and mattocks, to assist the patriot 
work, 

12. The ear) of Newcastle took Brad- 

fo'^d. 

13. I»rd Wilmot joined the royalists 
in the west, defeated sir Wdliam Waber 
again at Roundway Down, and sir WiUbi^ 
fled almost alone to Bristol. The sairm day 
the king in«t the queen at Kdgehilb ker 
march from York, and the next day both 
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entered Oxford in a triumphant maTifief. 
The queen brouj?ht with her ‘2000 foot and 
1000 horse, 100 waggons loaded with stores, 
six pieces of cannon and two mortars. 

Jw/y 22, Prince Rupert and the marquis 
of Hertford invested Bristol, and storming 
the place, it surrendered on the 26ffl ; the 
garrison, coiisisdng of about 3000 men, 
was permitted to march out with their . 
swords and baggage. Piennes the governor 
was condemned by a court-martial, on the 
prosecution of Pryime and Walker, to lose 
his head for cowardice, but was pardoned 
by Essex. 

30. Cromwell put supplies into Gains- 
borough, which place was soon alter taken 
by the earl of Newcastle. 

Aug. 1. Charles went from Oxftird to 
Biidul. to compose some differences be- 
tween Rupert and the inanpiis of Hertford. 

2j. The earls of Bedford, Holland, and 
Clare, with the lords Conway and Love- 
lace, leave the parliament, and go over to 
the king at ()\fV)rd, and the earl of North- 
uniberiund retired to his seat at Petworth. 
These lords being slighted, retunierl soon 
after info the parlUrneutN quarters. 

Sept. 5. The earl of Essex, after a re- 
solute and skilful marcli in face of the 
enemy, raises thi siege of Gloucester ; it 
had been bravely defended for twenty-six 
(lilt s by colonel Massey. 

Sir William Waller defeated by the 
king’s forces at Roundway Down near 
Devizes, which occasioned a quarrel be- 
tween Essex and him : Waller complained 
that Essex designed to sacritice him, 
making no iiiutiun to support him; and 
the earl reiiruacbml sir illiam with want 
of ciinduct as >»ell us courage. 

12. 'file commons proceeded to judg- 
ment .igaimst Beikley, who bad been im- 
prisoned for bis opinion in levying ship- 
niuney ; half (d h s tine was abated, and 
upon paying 10,(100/. be was set at liberty. 

20. The king fell upon the eail of 
Essex's rear at Newbury, but was warmly 
received, and the earl continued his march 
to London. In this engagement were 
Killefl of the royalists, tin? earl of Siirnler- 
laiul, earl of Caernarvon, ainl the accom- 
plished but wavering lord Falkland. After 
the battle the king retired to Oxford, and 
the, earl to Windsor. 


void; and that henceforward their own 
great seal should alone be of authority ; 
they commit the custody of it to the earls 
of .Bolingbroke and Kent, and to St. John, 
St^rjeaut Wild, Brown, and Prideaux. 

The parliament’s forces seized the re- 
galia and plate in Westminster abbey, and 
sold them ; being desired to leave one 
single cup for ibe communion, tliey 
answered, a wooden dish would serve, the 
turn. 

27. Charles sending Daniel Kniveton, 
and Carpenter, to the judges at W estmiii- 
ster, for adjouriiing Michaelmas term to 
Oxford, the parliament coiuleninedtbe mes- 
sengers as spies, and executed Kniveton. 

Dec. 8. John Pym, the great jiarlia- 
mentariau, dies ; his energy, ability, and 
perseverance, gave a powerful impulse to 
the popular cause. Parliament voted money 
to pay bis debts, and ilefrayeil the expense 
of his interment in Westminster abbey. 

1611. Jan, 15. Five Irish regiments 
overpowered at Nantwich by sir Thomas 
Faitfax; IGUO threw down their arms and 
joined the parliamentarians. Culouel Geo. 
Monk, afterwards so famous, was among 
the pris«)ners. 

1 19. The Scot.s, consisting of IS, 000 foot, 

2000 horse, and above 500 dragoons, 
passed the Tweed at Berwick in behalf of 
the pailiainent. 

*22. Charles having siiminoned a royal- 
ist parliament, they met this day at Oxford 
to the number of 44 loids, and 1 18 com- 
moners ; the session was opened with a 
speech from the king. 

An oidiiumce passed at Westminster for 
til reform of Cambridge university; 10 
heads of houses, and 65 fellows expelled ; 
subsequently the number of expulsions 
amounted to 200. 

.1/or. 12. Archbishop Laud was lirougbt 
to bis trial at the bar of the lords at West- 
minster. 

2r», l^ince Rupert relieved I.aili.un 
house, held by the countess of I)erl»y. who 
maintained the siege gallantly for eighteen 
weeks against 2000 men. 

26. Parliament made an ordinance to 
enjoin every family to forbear one leeal a 
week, and to contribute the value thereof 
to the commonwealth, 

29. Sir William Waller defeated the 


Oit. 12. The siege of Hull was raised king's forces, uiuKr the cemmand of lord 
by un obstinate sully from the town, which llopton, at Cheryton Down, near in- 
diuve the besiegers from their trenches Chester, in which action were killed lord 
with the \oHS of their cannon. John Stuart, and Sir John Smith. 

17. The king, by proclamation, pro- April \\. The two Fairfaxes tell upon 

hihited all cumnierce with London, and colonel Bellasis, governor ot York, at Selby, 

uther quarters of the parliaments forces. and took the colonel, with m.my of his 
Aor. 11, The two houses having made ofticers, 1600 common suMiers, tour pieces 
A new great seal, declared that all letters, of cannon, 2000 stand of arms, and above 
patents and grants, ]>asKcd the great seal 500 horses; for v\hichthe pailiainent at 
by the king after May 2‘2, 1042, should be Lvtiidou proclaimed a thanksgiving# 
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16. The king dismissed the meinlnirs 
of parliament Irom their attendiuiee at 
Oxford, and prorogued them to Dctober, 
but they never met again. 

20. The Scotcl) army joined Fairfax, 
and laid siege to York, whither the earl of 
Newcastle had retreated. 

Charles si-nt lord llopton to the soutli- 
ward; he took Arundel castle, which sir 
William Waller retook, and broke up 
Hopton's ipiarters. Tlie learned .Mr. Ciiil- 
lingworth was taken, and dird in a lew 
days. 

May I I. The king having denioli'.hed 
the lortifications at Reading, willnhew the 
garrison. 

29. The earl of Kssex and Waller ad- 
vancing to D.vfonl, and the greatest part 
of tlie king's army being de acl.ed ft)r tlie 
relief of York, inaKi the coiuinaiid of 
prince Rujurt, the king fomid hiin-elf 
umler a necessity i>f letiiing towards Wor- 
cester, to p;e\ent his 1 e.iig besieged in 
Oxford. 

June 6. llie earl of Ks^ex marched into 
the west, and detaclred sir Wiiiiam Waller 
to pursue tlie king. 

16. The princess Ilenrieit.i, fourth und 
yuuogest dingh’er of Charles, h rn at 
Exeter. 

The king's paity cMu^ed f'ourleeii clotli- 
iers to be banged at W’oodlnmse in Wilt- 
shire ; on»‘ of tin se broke lus luilter, ainl 
desired th,it it might answer his punish- 
ment ; or tliivt he might be adimitetl to 
tight any two persons tor life, but he was 
liaiiged up again. 

July 2, 3. Prince Rupert raised the 
siege of York, but engaging tb.e united 
forces of the English aial 8c« fob, nnd r 
the command i f the tarl i f .Mancluster, 
Fairfax, ami Lesley, at .Marston-.Moor, he | 
was defeated, tlu-r^^ beilig lU.tHili of thr * 
royalists killed and made } ii^oners, and { 
their artijh. re. arms, and .injrn'jaition taken 
by the pailiamenl’s force'-. Roih anni. .s 
anifninted to neaily the same nuinl.er — - 
25,000 men, of wlinm two-lifilis w i ie cavalry. 
The slain on ti e li«id nun. hired I .51). 
Cromwell's ‘ironsides’ dnl great i\. cut ion. 
The inarijuis of Newcastle went abio.ul, 
with his two swiis and others of his fun .y ; 
and prince Rupert, with lus Inokeu :..jOps, j 
marched towar*’,s Chester. 1 

4. The king sent a inessage t - both 
houses with otters of peace, but w n not 
answered. 

5. The parliament’s army took Y* rk. 

14. Tlie queen embarked for France. 

at Falmouth, and, two days after, lainied 

at Brest. 

1.5. The king, with his III my, marched 
to Bath, therci; to Exeter, 

Jug* 8. 'i'bc number (>f Protestant men 
aud women in Dublin found to be .55-51 ; 


of papist.s, 2608. This census could only 
include the adult population. 

10. The earl of Calendar, with 10.000 
of the Scots, invested Newcastle ; the earl 
of Manchester took Sheflield castle ; on the 
12th he took colonel Fretchwell's house, 
and Bolsover castle ; on the 14th, Wing- 
field liouse in Derbyshire, and on the 2l8t, 
Welbeck house in Nottinghamshire. 

Sept, Essex having advanced incauti- 
ously into Cornwall, was pursued by the 
king ; he returned to London by sea, leav- 
ing ^'kippon witli the army to agree on 
terms of capitnlalion with the royalists. 

.30. ( harles published a proclamution, 

setting forth his desire of peace ; he re- 
solved to march to London, his army tl»eu 
consisting of 10.000 hor.-a* and foot. W hen 
at Sali>bury be altered liis resolution, 

Oct, '17. The king's foices under ihe 
earl of Niotbainjitun, not having joined 
Ciiailfs, the parliament's forces surrounded 
him in N'l W'bnri’, but the royalists inaiii- 
taihing their gnnmrl till nigiit, made their 
retreat to W ullingfotd, without being pur- 
sued ; and light d.iys afterwards the king 
having joined prince Rupert, the earl of 
Noithampt' n, and sir Marm.uluke Liiug- 
dale, marched back to Dennington castle 
near Newbury, and brought idl the train uf 
aiti.leiy be hail left tliere. 

An ordinance passed the parbameiit, 
th.it no <]uarter should be given to any 
Irish taken in arms against tlieiii. 

Aor. 1. The king nturued to Oxford, 
ai d having again relieved Basing house, 
tlie armies on botli sides wtmt into winter 
ipiarteis. 

Id. The lords I eiiig of opinion, that 
.irclibishop Land was not guilty of high 
trrason. the commons ordered the arch- 
bisitop to be brought before them ; and, 
without lieanug any evidence but what 
their coiiiicii reiie.ited, passed ail ordinance 
to attaint him of high-tivasoji. 

26. 'J!ie new Directory established; and 
not only the common prayer, but the ciCed, 
I/ord s prayer, and ten commandments 
voted useless. Presbyterians and indepen- 
d* nts were now the rival sects, the latter 
repudiating liturgies and all forms of 
church government. The weight of num- 
bers ao.d opulence were on the side uf the 
j'resb\ teriau'i, but the independents were 
rapidly extending their influence, and- 
ranked on their side some of the master 
'.;.nitH of tlie age, Cromwell, Selden, St. 
.lohn, b.lelocke, Vane, and Milton the 
joer. 

iJec. b. Ciomwell propost‘8 in the com- 
mons the self-denying ordiiiaiice, fbM 
ii.v-mbers of both houses should he iiicli- 
i^ihle t o ail offices, c.v il and military, Tluring 
the wvr, Jhit as this measure was finally 
canied, it v/as not made prospective* eothat 
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many officers were elected in ]64r), and 
1640. 

Dec, 19. An ordinance for turning 
Christmas-day into a fist. 

^ 23. Sir Alexander Carew beheaded on 
Tower-hill, lor endeavouring to deliver up 
Plymouth to the royalists. 

25. L’Estrange, atterwards sir Roger, 
was condemned by the parliament to be 
hanged in Smithfield, for an attempt upon 
Lynn, but reprieved, and kept in Newgate 
several years. 

31. Sir Thomas Fairfax was made the 
parliarheiit's chief general, and Skippon 
second in command. Under them, by the 
‘ new model,' the anny was to consist of 
1000 dragoons, OOOO cavalry in six, and 
14,400 infantry in twelve, regiments. 

1645. J<ni. 1, (’aj)tain Ht)tham was 
beheailed on Tower-hill ; and the next day 
his father, sir John Hutham. having feeii 
condemned by a court martial, lor curre- | 
spoiiding with the earl of Ne\vca:>i:e, and | 
other royalists. 

4. The lorils being threatened l>y the ; 
commons, passed the oidiiiance for attaint- 
ing f.aud of high treason. 

10. The archbishop belieaded on Tower- 
liill, being the day the directory was to ■ 
t ike place. Land w.'isin his seventy-second j 
tear, and had hcen in jirison three years. I 
He ajipears to have been a .sincere but 
mistaken higb-cburcbman, whose iil-tiiiud 
zeal had wrought iuHint ' mivchicf in the 
councils of the king. lli> pioseeution had 
lieen confided to Pryiine, a man he bad 
cruelly injured. 

30. A treaty of peiice was begun at 

I xbridge, between the king’s conimiss.on- 

‘ rs on the one side, and commisNioneis j 
tVviin the two houses and the Scoteh com- 
imt’ee, on the oll.er. 

I'lb, 'J 1, The treaty at I’xbridge l»rukeii 

Mar. I. .Sir IMannadnki? Langdale de- 
hats the forces under the command of 1 rd i 
fjiirfax at Pontefract, uiid relieves the j 
place, ? 

24. ('romwell ilefeats a brigade 
•d tiie king's horse at Isli]) bridge ne.ir 
Uxiurd : he took the ipiei’n's standard ami 
'-00 prisoners. lie aftenvards sunimoiuMl 

II cehington house, which was gariisonod 
by the royalists, commanded by colonel 
^Nmdehank, who suirendeieil it without 
*nakiug any defence ; (diaries caused the 

lone! to he tried by a court-martial at 
Hxiord, and he was condemned and shot 
3rd of May. 

Miitj 31. The king took Leirc.ster by 
^h)rm, Hiid marched to Dateutry in North- 
*^'‘4‘h»ishire. 

Juue 12. (‘hailes, not nwMre of the 
I't'ixiinity of the enemy, uinuscs Uimstdf 
"‘11‘ hi.uUng. 


June 14. Decisive battle of Naseby in 
Northamptonshire, where the king was de- 
feated, Install his foot and artillery, with his 
cabinet of papers, and retired to Lichfield, 
from thence to Ragland castle, the seat of 
the marquis of Worcester, who entertained 
Charles for three week.s, while he assembled 
his scattered troops. All the parliamentary 
generals distinguished themselves, but it 
was the victorious right wing under Crom- 
well that most contributed to the victory. 
Fairfax had liis helmet struck off', and rode 
bare-headed ; Iretou was run through with 
11 pike, and Skippon was wounded early in 
the tight, hut refused to quit the field. On 
the king’s side were slain 600 men, of 
whom 150 were officers. On the parlia- 
inent'.s side there were above 1000 officers 
and men slain. The city of London enter- 
taineil both lionses at (iiocers’-hall upon 
the news of th.e victorvj and after dinner 
they sung the 46th psalm. 

About this time were several great bodies 
of diih-men in the west, th.it professed 
neutrality, and said they kept in a body tc 
jnevent being plundered by either side. 
J..eaning more to the royalists than parlia- 
ment. they were put down by the latter. 

10. Colonel Lilhninc was com- 
mitted to Newgate, for writing a seditious 
hook, inquiring into the autliurity of the 
present powers. 

29. Charles came to O.xford, having 
1 inarched through the associated Cvunittes, 

and raised contrihutioiis, with«nch celerity, 
that none of the detiiehments that were 
sent after him by the parliament, could 
owrt.ike him, 

30. An order of the house for a fast 
for a blessing on Scotland, and Fairfax's 
army, and for a cessation of the plague in 

i both kingdoms. 

Sept. J. Montrose having taken arm.s for 
the king, had great success in Scotland. 

9. Dnstui taken by storm by Fairfax 
and Croinwtdl, assisteil by the clnh-men ; 
and prince4inpert retiring into the castle, 
surrendered that abo upon terms. The 
plague was in Hri.stol at the time. The 
king severely reprehended Rupert for his 
weak defence of HristuI, and ordered 
beyond sea. The prince was arrogant and 
iinpetiious, and made war moro like a 
cossack than a tactician. He was st\led the 
* prince robber,* and etching on wood as 
well as the word plunder,' have been as- 
i crihed to his inventive genius. 

Nov. f). The king, with great ditFiculty, 
gets into (Hford ; soon after he sent several 
' messages to parliament lor peace, which 
; were rejected. 

Dee, 4. Latham house siincudcicd, after 
it h.ad been two Vc os deleiuled by the 
heroic countess of l)i*rbv. 

The civil war had greatly reduced the 
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number of the house of commons. As a 
dissolution would have been dangerous in 
the existing; crisis^ the speaker issued writs 
by which 235 new members were return- 
ed. The independent ])arty was g^reatly 
strengthened by this accession. 

164(5, Jan. 18. Dartmouth was taken 
by storm. 

Feb. 2. Bel voir castle and Westchester 
surrendered to the parliament. 

1 6. Fairfax routs lord Hopton at Tor- 
riugton, and follows him further west. 

Afar, 14. Lord Hopton treated with 
parliament, disbanded his army, and went 
on board a ship to Scilly, to which island 
the prince of Wales had retired. 

21. Lord Astley coming to join the 
king at Oxford, with 3000 men, was de- 
feated at Stow on the ^Vold, which was 
the last body of troops that appeared in 
the field for Charles. 

^pri/ '17, The Scots liaving, by Mon- 
trevil, tlie French agent, invited the king 
to come to their army, and assured him 
that be might remain there with all secu- 
rity, ami that his conscience should not be 
forced, the king left Oxford in <H*-guise, 
taking with him only Dr. Michael Iltidson, 
and Mr, John Ashburn)iam, atid came to the 
Scotch army on the 5th ot May following. 

y««c20. 0\f(»rd surrendered upoti it-rms 
dated at Water-Katon j the nuiid>or (»f the 
soldiers and scholars in pay, amumning 
to about 7000 men, were allowed to inarch 
out with mnrk<t of honour, and returned to 
tlieir respective dwellings. Upon the sur- 
render of Oxfui'u’, the great seal, and all 
the other seals of state, were sent to 
minster, where they were broken to pit ces 
in the presence of the two houses. It was 
stipulated that the culieges in Oxfonl 
should not he demolished or defaced, or 
their revenues .seipje.strateJ. 

July 6. 'i he house of cominous voted 
the Scotch army no longer necessary. 

Any. 1. The king refused to comply 
with tlie propositions of the pa#liamenl fitr 
abolishing episcopacy, estabiisliing jTe.s- I 
hytery, and giving up his t’rii-nds to justice, j 
13. The Scots delivered in their accounts 
parliament. The nirears due they 
made amount to two millions ; the) ha»l 
received 700,000/. on account. 

ll). Kagland castle in Montgomeryshire, 
surrendereil to parliament by the » <1 mar- 
quis of Worcester. 

Sept. 14. E'*sex the late gener.d of par- 
liament dies ; both houses attended the 
funeral, and ilefrayed the ex])enses out of 
the public purse. 

18. Both hou.se.s voted that the king’s 
person Hhonld lie disposed of as the parlia- 
ment should think fit, and a committee 
was appointed to confer with the Scotch 
commiiisionert upon that head. 


Oct. 9. An ordinance published abolish- 
ing entirely the episcopal hierarchy. The 
city of London advanced the mon^y for the 
payment of the Sc«jtch army, and the 
bishops’ lands were given as security. 

Nov. 12. Geiieial Fairfax having re- 
duced all the king’s garrisons, returned to 
Lunduii in triumph. 

Dec. 25. Thu king had a conference with 
Mr. Henderson, at Newcastle, concerning 
the divine origin of episcopacy. Both pole- 
mics evinced ability, bin the disputation 
was terminated by the death of Henderson, 
who was one of the most celebrated of the 
Scotti^h preachers. 

1(547, Jon. 4. A committee of both houses 
was apjiiiinted to go down and receive the 
king from the Scots, with 900 horse, 

30. The Scots, after receiving 200,000/., 
paid them by parliament, delivered up 
Charles t«) the Kughsh conimisNioners. 

Feb. K). The king was brought to 
Iltdmhy house in Northamptonshire, and 
neither his servants nor ehaplains were per- 
mitted to attend him ; whereupon he refused 
to let Mr. Marsliall aiul Mr. (’aryll, who 
were assigned by the preshyterians for his 
chaplains, so much as to say grace for him. 

The preshy ttaiaus and the independents 
fell out. The imlependents were masters 
of the army, ami the preshyterians were the 
most poweiful in parliament. 

April. Harlech surrenders to parliament ; 
it was the hi.st of the North Welsh castles 
that held out for Charles. 

17. 'I he commons voted the army to he 
disbanded, and to be allowed six weeks’ 
pay when dismissed. The nulitaiy were 
not to be so easily got rid of. The army 
mostly consisted of respectable yeomen 
and citizens who had taken aims in ilefence 
of public liheriy, and were loatli to leave 
tlie .spoils of victory, tliey liad bravely won. 
to be shared ly air.bifioii.s law'vers an.l 
preshvterian divines. Fairfax, (’romwell, 
and Iieton sympath\ze<l with the discon- 
tents eif their fellow-.soldiers, and a conned 
of otficess was appointed to watch over 
their interests. Suhscipienlly another coun- 
cil of a more deninciatic character was 
formed, consisting of privates and subaltern 
otiicers; they were dtdegates from the se- 
veral regiments, and acquired the name of 
** agitator*-.” 

June 4. The army sent cornet Joyce with 
a detachment to bring the king from 
Holmhy-house to ihe camp. 

5. The anriy entered into an engage- 
ment, and signed a paper, demanding satis- 
faction for their services. 

H. Tin; king was brought to Newtnarke^. 
where he was penritted his recreation?** 
the gentry to resort to him with clmp* 
lains and servants : ‘Cromwell made 
profes-sioiis of •erviiig him. 



CHARLES I. A.D. 1625 to 1619. 


193 


Junt2\, The army prelorrcd a represen- 
tation for pnrginj^ the parliament of ob- 
noxious members, ami that they would out 
a jadiod to their sitting. 

Parliament vote that the army remove 
forty Hides troni London, which the army 
is not content with, and make a remon- 
str.ince to parhament. 

^ ‘23. The army imj)each Denzil, Holies. 
Glyn, Waller, and ei^ht more of the lead- 
ini' members of the commons, and insisted 
upon their belnj; suspendid from then- 
places ; wherenp.oii these members thought 
tit to withdraw. Cumin is:»ioners fnnn the 
commons were next appointed, to treat with 
commissioners from tlu* aimy, as if the lat- 
ter were the representatives of an inde- 
pendent ami coequal authority. 

‘24. The king was remc)ve<l fiom Ne 
market t(» Ho\ston; the LTith to Hat- 
tio’.d-hotise ; July I, to iiidsor ; Jnlv 3, 
to Gaversham : July 'll, to the eail of j)e- 
vousli ire's, from thence to \Vohurn; then 
tvJ Stoke Pogey and Oatlands. 

July ‘24. The citizens and some of the 
flishamled military of Essex and Waller's 
jiroiies, under the influence of the preshy- 
teiiaris, which puity predominated in the 
city, enter into an engagement, and invite 
tlie king to come to London. 

Tlie yo and apprentices of 

file city petitioned the parliament, and con- 
'^trained both houses lo grant their de.sire. 
The speakers of lioth Imuses, and fifty of 
ti e meml er'i. fie. I to the army fur ]»rotec- 
tion agaiii.sc the London mob, IVh'St of the 
eleven impeached niemhers fled lieNoiid sea. 

A'tj. I. Tlie conned of officers suhinil 
to the king ]'ropos<ti«nis f great ability, I 
. 111(1 wliich have l»een ascribed to Ireton, 
for the settlement «if the klngilom : among 
them was one for disfranchising decayed 
l oronghs and increasing the nuniher of 
county niemhers. Cliiules’.s hopes were cx- 
cjti il hy the di\i*>ion hetneeii tlie army and 
parliament, and he >eenis, hya peremptory 
lelnsal to acqniisce in these proposals, to 
have thrown away a favouiahle chance of 
re.-toration to power. 

‘2. The army pnlilishei! a manifesto, and 
met, to the number of ‘2t).(U)() horse and j 
font, on Ilouiihlow-heath, where they we;e 
u wewed by a nvimlier of lords, the speak- 
ers, ami two members of the house; the 
elector Ihvlatine was tliere. 

h. They entered London, and restored 
fi-e speakers nml nu nihers. Fairfax was 
nuuk* governor of the Tower, and thanked, 
fhe parliament approved of what the army 
hiid done, and passed an net to make void 
“ll^acts done from July 26 to August 6, 
f. The army marched through London, 
‘leniolishing all the works alamt it, and 
parliament and city wero now at the 
devotion of the military powers. 


Aug. 16. The king having fur the most 
part marched with the army after he left 
Newmarket, was this day fixed at Hamp- 
ton-court, being permitted the day before 
to visit his children, who were under the 
duke of Northnmberhiud's cafe at Sion- 
house, and they were often permitted to 
come to him to llampton-cuiirt ; nor were 
any of the nobility or gentry denied access 
to (diaries. 

The next three months were spent in 
intrigue and negotiation. The preshy- 
terians, supported by their Scotch allies, 
still struggled to establish an oligarchical 
ascendency in themselves against ihe grow- 
ing infinence of ihe independents or repub- 
lican party. Charles intrigued with both, 
and had also schemes on foot for bringing 
over the Irish. His duplicity lost him the 
confidence of the I'resh^terians and inde- 
pendents ; and the latter, hy means of the 
army, having obtained a mastery over the 
former, they proceeded shortly after to re- 
move the only remaining ub^>taclu to their 
entire supremacy. Their unanimity was 
mumeiitiuily disturbed hy the appearance 
of a new party itr the army, under the ap- 
pellation of “ levellers.** These mistrusted 
the public virtue of all the higher pow’ers, 
from the king and parliament down to their 
own officers. They claimed wpial laws and 
equal liglit.s, and proposed a new coiistitu- 
tu»n in which was no mention of king or 
lords, (kilonels Pride and Kainshorough 
supported them, but Cromwell and Ireton 
Oj povfd them. 

Suw 11. The king made his escape to 
Tilchfield, a seat of the e.irl of South. tinp- 
lon, and was afterwards persuaded to trust 
himself with Ilaminoml, the governor 
t f the i>le of \Vight, who iletaiued him m 
the island, and g.ive advice to the parlia- 
ment where he was. 

J.’). Kendezvoios of IVani : several regi- 
ments being in a state of mutiny, some of 
their ringleaders, under the dnection of 
Fairfax and Cromwell, are seized ami shot. 

Dec. ‘24.* The parliament sent the king 
four hills to the isle of Wight for his royal 
assent. 1. The command of the army was 
to he vested in parliament twenty years. 
*2. All oaths and proclamations against 
I parWameiU aiw\ those who adhered \o (hern, 
were to he nrdl. 3. All titles of honour 
gr.inted since May ‘20th, 1642, were to lie 
void, uml no new peer to be eligible to .sit 
in parliament without the consent of both 
houses. 4. By the last bill the home had 
the sole power of adjourning from place to 
place, at their discretion. 

25. An insurrection in Kent. 

29. Captain Burley makes an nnsiic- 
cessful attempt to efU-ct the king s escape. 
Charles's sruvants are diMnisscd. 

30. A strict union w as formed hetweeo 
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the army and parliament, and the army de- 
sisted from medillin{^ with state affairs. 

1648, Jaiu Charles, who had come to an 
understanding with the Scutch, refused to 
pass the four bills. 

3. The commons vote that no more ad- 
dresses shall be made to Cliurles, and any 
one havinj;; communication with him de- 
clared )<uilty of hi^h-treason : to this reso- 
lution the lords on the 5th gave tlu ir assent. 

13. Upon the parliament’s request, Fair- 
fax sent two regiments to guard them. 

Mm\ 10. The j»arli.iment of Scotland 
met, and voted that they ought to raise an 
army to act against Kngland, in favour of 
the king. The kirk commissioners were 
against it. 

13. The Welsh, under colonels Lang- 
horne, Foyer, and Powell, rose in favourof 
the king; they seizetl the castles of Pem- 
broke, Tenby, and Chepstow. 

9. A great insurrection in London, 
on account of abolishing all holydays by 
the parliament ; it was fomented by the 
royalists, but soon suppressed. 

19. The earl of Pembroke, chancellor of 
Oxford, and the visitors apjioiuted by the 
parliament, went to visit that university, 
which refused to subn it to their authority ; 
whereupon an ordinance was made for ex- 
pelling those who lefused submission. 

Afoy 8. The Welsh were defeated by 
Cromwell ; and Langhorne, Poyer, and 
Powell were taken, who threw dice for their 
lives, and Poyer was executed. 

16. Tlie roNalibts assembled from Sur- 
rey, at Westminster, to present a jietilion, 
and quarrelled with some of the guards, 
and killed one. More of tlie guards were 
ordered out, who slew several before they 
dispersed. 

31. A body of the Kentish men defeated 
by Fairfax, at Maidstone. 

June 7. Another rising of the njyalists 
at Stamford in Lincolnshire, under Dr. 
HudsMii, but they were suppressed by co- 
lonel Waite. 

Ju/y 13. The Scotch aimy entered Kng- 
land. A large part of the fitet deM'ited to 
prince Charles, but, by the address of War- 
wick, was again brought over to parliament. 

Aug, 11. The difficulties of parliament 
having again given ascendency tu the 
presbytCiiiins, who had been joined by the 
timid arnl time-serving, conimissiont ^ hail 
been sent to the isle of Wight, who wrote 
word that the king agreed to a pcjsonal 
treaty at Newport. 

17. Cromwell’s troops cfigaged sir Mar- 
maduke Langdale, near Preston, in Lanca- 
shire, and, the Scot.s not supporting him, 
after an obstinate fight, sir Marmaduke was 
routed ; Cromwell subsequently engaged the 
Scots, and routed them, the Scots making 
a feeble resistance; iluke Hamilton fled. 


and was taken at Uttoxeter, with 3000 
horse, surrendering upon no better condi- 
tions than that of quarter. 

Aug. 28. The garrison of Colchester hav- 
ing uecn besieged by Fairfax ten weeks, 
surrendered at discretion, whereupon sir 
Charles Lucas and sir George Lisle were 
shot j the lords Goring and Capel were 
sent prisoners to W’indsor cast le, where they 
found duke Hamilton. 'I'he town was saved 
from plunder, by pajing 10,000/. 

Ot7. ‘2-1. Peace of Westphalia signed 
between FiMiice, the emperor, and Sweden, 
By this treaty the principle of a balance 
of power ill Kurojsi was first recognised. 

Berwick and (Carlisle surrendered to 
(hornwell, who afierw'ards marched in 
triumph to Kdinburgh, and concerted mea- 
sures with Argyle. 

iVor. 20. The armv under Cromwell 
iieing returned into Flngland, a rtnion- 
st ranee w.is presented to the commons, by 
the officers, against any further treaty with 
Charles, and requiring that the king and 
his adherents be brought to justice ; that a 
period be put to this parliament, and more 
equal representatives chosen, in whom they 
would have the supreme power lodged. 

27. The treaty with the king, which 
had been pn tiacted frinn the preceding 
September 18th, was broken off. The pres- 
byterians were the only party desirous of a 
constitutional settlement ; Ixith the king 
and republicans having other objects. 

Colonel Rainsborough, a brave soldier 
and republican, assassinated at Doncastei 
by three royalists of the garrison of Ponte- 
fract-cast le. 

Aoi\ .30. A remonstrance w as presented 
from the army, to bring the king to justice. 
The paibaincnt returned no answer, and 
tried to amuse the army, every regiment 
having uetitioned their general. 

The king was taken out of the hands 
of colonel Hammond, by colonel Kwer, 
and carried to Iluist castle, by an irder 
of the council of officers in the army. 

IJi'c. 2. The army marched up to Lon- 
don, and quartered about Whitehall and 
St, James’s. 

4, The commons voted, that the seizing 
the king’s person, and carr\ ing him prisoner 
to Hurst castle, was without consent of tlie 
house. 

5. The house resolved, h^ 140 to 104, 

That his maje sty’s concessions tothe pro- 

iK'sitious upon the treaty were sutficient 
gi unds for the house to proceed iq on for 
the settlement of the kingdom.*' This was 
an amended motion, brought forward by 
the preshyteiians, on the more decided one 
that the concessions of the king we*e not 
satisfactory. It was debated three days. 
At one time 340 members were present. 
Piynne, who hud begun to side with the 



CHARLES I. A.D. 1625 to 1649. 


195 


jutfsbyterians, tleliverftl a siiecch in the 
affirmative, of several hoiirti’ duration. 

Ufa. 6. Colonel Pride was sent with 
a 8tron«»‘ detachim iit to Westminster, who 
seized forty-one of the members as they 
were goinj; to the liouse, and stopiud 
above 160 more from f^oin^ in, chiefly 
lireshyterians ; so that nut more than one 
hundred and fifty were verniitted to s.t 
ill the house. This epurj^ation of the house 
was calle<l Pride’s Pur^e,’* and was a 
violent mode of gettiiij' rid of the party 
who incliiKMl to inonairliy. 

7 . Cromwell came to town, and received 
thanks from the commons for his services ; 
he lay in one of the kind’s hods at IVliite- 
hall. 

8. A detaclnnent (.f the army niarcluMl 
into the city, and seized the piihlic Ireasuros 
that were lodjjed at Cioldsmith's hall, and 
other halls. 

The fleet j diu d the army. 

‘J.'h The king was brought by colonel 
Ilani.son from Iliirst-casile to Windsor. 
On the ‘J2n<l Charles slept at luid New- 
burgh's house near Ha^shot, and a plot 
was l.iid for his escape on a fleet horse, 
but it failed throuj^h the vij^ilance of Uar- 
risoii. 

25. A comrnittte of the commons met 
to consider how to proceed in a way of jus- 
tice ai^aiiist the kiii^'-. 

27. Ordered liy the council of war, that 
the ceremony of the knee be omitted to 
tin* kitij^, and all appearance of state left 
oil', uikI the charge of his court and attend* 
aids he lessened. 

A solemn fast was held at Westminster, 
to seek the Lord, and beg his direction in 
tbe j)riiceeding against the king. 

Jx. A committee appointed to consider 
of drawing up a charge a-jjainst the king. 

29. Major PitcluT, a royalist, who hml 
'j’i.irter given him at the surreinler of Pein- 
I loke castle, on condition of lus transport- 
ing himself, was shot in St. Paul’s church- 
yard, for remaining in Knglaml. 

1649, Jtm. 2. The lords rejected the 
ordinance for the trial of the king, and ad- 
journed for a week ; which ficeins, from the 
•icxt step of the commons, to have been 
C' nsideied equivalent to the Rhdication of 
tUeu- legislative functions. Only twelve 
I'l rrs weie pro'^ent. 

b Th(‘ cumtnuns resolved, 1. That the 
l''‘'»l'b‘, under Ged, arc the original of all 
jiower : 2. That the commons in par- 
Itaiiu nt representing the peiqile, have the 
•'''ipreine authority of the nation : 3. lliat 
vvhiiti'ver is enacted into law hy the roiu- 
|‘!‘'iiH has the force of law, and the nation 
is ciirulnded thereby, though the coim'Ut 
‘’1 ilie king, or house of peers, be not had 
lUTctO. 

A letter from the commissioiuis of 


the Scots, residing in London, to the com- 
mons, desiring they would not proceed to try 
the king without the advice of that nation. 

On the same day the ordinance for try- 
ing the king was passed into an act, and 
the commissioners named therein appointed 
to meet, at two in the afternoon, in the 
painted chamber. 150 commissioners were 
chosen out of both houses, the inns of 
court, the corporation of London, and the 
army ; hut on the secoml reaiiing the judges 
and six peers were omitted, and two ser- 
geants-at-law, Nicholas and Bradshaw, 
added to the list. Thomas lord Fairfax, 
Oliver Cromwell, and Henry 1 reton, Esqs., 
are the three first names on tlie list, 

Jun.8. Commissioners nil t in the iiaiuted 
chamber. Fairfax, who had hitheito acted 
with the army and republicans, did not at- 
tend after this day, either fioin teudeiu* ss 
to the king or the suggestion of his wife, 
whose conduct on the king’s trial showed 
that she was averse to the pioceeding. 

9. Sergeant Deridy, by order of the com- 
mons, proclaimed tbe intended trial of the 
king, with sound of trumpet and beat of 
drum, in Westminster-hall, at the Oid-Ex- 
change, and in Cheaj)side, and summontMl 
all witnesses to ajipear before the coinmis- 
siuners. 

An onler that no writs should he i'*sued 
in the king's name for tlie future, ami tliat 
a new great seal be made with the crosM 
for Fhigland, and the harp for Ireland 
thereon, with this inseripiitm, The (treat 
Seal of England on the reverse the h use 
of commons sitting, with these Monls. *■ lii 
the first year of freedom hy God's blessitig 
restorerl, I64S.’’ 

10. Jolm Brailshaw, cliief justice of Clies- 
ter. a man of talent, an iiitfexible rejmi li- 
caii, ami of blameless life, w as made lord- 
president of the high-coiii't of ju>tire. 
Seventy of the commissioneis. named for the 
trial, acted. Steele, Dorilaus, and Aske 
were counsellors’ assi.>tants to draw iq» tbe 
charge ngaiuj^t the king j .Tohu Coke, soli- 
citor; l)emly, sergeant-at arms ; Phel; s 
and jjroughton, clerks to the court. 

15. The king was removed from Wind- 
sor to St. Jame-'.’s. 

16. The commons altered their style, 
and called their ordinances ‘‘.Vets i t P.ulia- 
ment/’ and passed an act tor aojoiunirg 
Hilary term fourteen days. 

IS. The commons re{'u>ed to arci [>t tlie 
concurrence of the lonis to their act?*. 

2(1. CitinmissionerH met in tlie p.iinted 
chamber, and prviceeded thence to the uiqu r 
end of \Vestmiii'*ter-hall. Piv-uient Ihad- 
Hhaw sat in a chair oJ criin>o:, velvet ; ib«* 
dhers ranged themsidves o:i eitlier Mile, on 
benches coveted with, scarlet. At the leet 
of the presidi nt sat the .‘ierks. at a table 
which were ihc sword and mace, and di- 
U J 
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rectly opposite sfood a cliair for the kin^ 
Charles had been brought from St- Jumes’i 
to sir VV. Cotti n's housej whence he w'aj 
conducted into the court. After the cleric 
had read the charge, Charles refused to 
acknowledge the jurisdiction of the court 
and was remanded to C'ottou-house. 

22, 2i3. The king being conducted inti: 
the court, and persisting in bis denial of 
the competency of the tribunal, the president 
ordered ** the default and contempt” of the 
prisoner to be recorded. 

27. Tile court having met to consider 
the form of judgnunt to be pronounced, 
Charles demanded to be heard, lie ic> 
quested a conference with a joint commit- 
tee of the lords and coinmons. This heiiif; 
deemed inadmissible, liradshaw i>roceedi‘ii 
to animadvert on the chief events of his 
reign, concluding with the wadi known 
quotation, that to “ acquit the guilty was as 
detestable as to condemn the innocent.’^ 
After which the clerk read from a scroll of 
vellum the sentence, wherein, after the se- 
veral matters laid to the king’s charge were 
enumerated, it concludes, For all which 
treasons and crimes this court doth adjudge 
that he, the said Charles Stuart, as a ty- 
rant, traitor, and murderer, and a public 
enemy, shall be put to death, by severing 
liis head from his body.’’ 

The warrant for the king’s execution 
was signed hy Hfty-niue of his judges, 
namely. — John Bradshaw, Thomas Grey, 
Oliver Cromwell, Kdward Wha ey, Michael 
Livesey, John Okey, John Danvers, John 
Bouchier, Henry Ireton, I hoiuas Maleverer, 
John Blackiston, John Hutchinson, \\ il- 
liam Goff, Thomas Pride, Viter Temple, 
Thomas Ilarrisou, John llusoii, Henry 
.SmitJi, Perigrine Pelham, Simon Mayr.6, 
Thomas Horton, John Jones, John More, 
llardress Waller, G.lbeit Millington, Geo. 
Fleetwood. John Alu.ed, Robert Lillnirn, 
\\ ilhain Say, Anthony Stapeley, Richard 
Deane, Robert Tdchbiirne, Humphrey Kd- 
wards, Daniel Biagrav, Owen Roe, Wil- 
liam Purefoy, Adrian Scroope, James Tem- 
]de, Angns'm Garland, Fdiimnd Ludlow, 
Henry Martin, Vincent Potter, William 
(amstable, Richard liigoldshy, William 
Cawley, John Barstead, Isaac Kwer, John , 
Dixwell, V’alentme Wanton, Gregory Nor- | 
ton, Thomas Chaloner, Thomas Wogan, ‘ 
John Venn, Gregory C!lement, Johi Dowi**, 
Thomas Wayte, Thomas Scot, John Carew, 
Miles Cornet. 

29. The act of ordinance passed for al- 
tering the forms of wribs, grants, patents, 
and process in courts of law ; and that in- 
stead ot tlie style and teste of the king, 
should be used these words, * CustoJen hUr- 
/«/!> Anfflia Authoriiate Par/iamenti, SfcJ*' 

.'30. The king being ordered to be put to 
death this day, about ten in the morning 


he walked fioiii St. James's to U’hitehall. 
under a guard, where being allowed .some 
time for his devotions, he was afterwards 
led by colonel Hacker through the ban* 
quetting-room. At the end an apertuio 
had been made in the wall, through which 
the king stepped upon the scaffldd that 
had been erected in the open street. Hav- 
ing made a speech, he submitted to the 
block, and his heail was severed from his 
body at one blow, alwut two in the after 
noon, in the 49lh year of his age, and the 
24th of his reign. His body was ]*ut into 
a coffin covered with black velvet, and re- 
moved to his lodging-ruoin in Whitehall; 
being embalmed, it was delivered, the 7th 
f Fel ruary, to four of his servants, and by 
them that day was removed to Wind.sor ; 
he was silently interred the 9th of F’ehMiary 
'll a vault about the middle of the choir, 
over against the seventh stall on the sove- 
reign's side, near Henry VIII. and Jane 
Seymour, with this inscription un a fillet of 
leail, “ King Charles, 1648.’’ 

(Ill the day after the king’s execution 
ap{K‘ared a work, cntitle«l, « Jeon 
It was supposed to have been written by 
Charles, but is now ascertained to have 
been the fabrication of Dr. Gaudeii, a cler- 
gy mail of Bocking in Essex. Gauden’s 
lence as to the real author was pur- 
chase I, after the restoration, hy the 
‘ ishopric of Worcester. 

I HK KlNli’s ISSt K. 

1. Charles, who died the same day he 
was bom. 

2. Charles, who succeeded his father by 
:he name of Charles II. 

J. Jume«, who succeeded his broflicr 
Jiarles by the lUiine of James II. 

4. The princess Mary, married to Wil- 
liam of Nassau, pnncei f Orange, by wheun 
khe had issue, William of Nassau, prince 
►f Orange, aCterwaidsi king of England. 

5. The ]>riiices» Kii/.abeth, who dnd a 
prisoner in Carisbrook-castle, on the 8tli 
4' September, lf>.i0, in the fifteenth year 
of her age. 

6. The princess Anne, who died about 
ihree years of age. 

7. 'Fhe princess Henriotfa Maria, boin 
it Exeter the 15th of June, 1644, ami mar 
'ied to Philip tliike of Anjou, afttrwanls 
luke of Orleans ; by whom she had i>sne 
\nna Maria, married to Victor Amadeus, 
Uilttj f‘f Savoy, and king of Sardinia. 

ST\Tt’TK* IN Tins UKIOK. 

1 Car. I., rap. 1, Knacts that there shall 
*'C no assemblies of people on the 
day, out of their own parishes, for*hiiy pas* 
times, or any bear-baiting, common plays, 
or other unlawful exercises, used by ^“7 
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persons williiu their own parishes, on pain 
uf torreilin;^ three shillings and foiirpence, 
or being set in the stocks. 

Cap. 4. Enacts penalties against'tippUng 
in alehouses. 

3 Car. 1. Petition of Hi^ht, against taxes 
without consent of parliament. 

Cap. 1. No carrier or drover shall travel 
on the Lord’s day, on pain of twenty shil- 
lings j and no butcher shall kill or sell 
meat on that day, on paiiii^f six shillings 
and eight pence. 

Cap. 2. Impos s pemiltieson the support 
of j)Opisb seminaries abroad. 

Cap. 3. Whoever sells ale without a li- 
cence, except in fairs, shall i'orteit twenty 
ahillings. 

17 Car. I., cap. 10. Abolishes the court 
of Star-chamber, and declares that neither 
the king tw privy-couucil have any authoiity 
to determine any catise relating t>i the suti- 
jeet's goods or lands ; and that any person 
committed by warrant of the king or coun- 
cil may have a habeas corpus, and be 
bailetl, if the matter be bailable by law. 

Caji. II. Abolishes the Cvjiirt of high 
commission. 

Cap. 14. Declares against the legality 
of hbip-money. 

llap. It). Ascertains the boundiries of 
the royal forests. 

(’ap. JO. Enacts that no person shall be 
compelled to take the order of knighthood 
npuii liim. 

rr H I. IC UK V KN l* H ~ C UI N N AV \ 

The average revenue of Charles, from 
1637 to 1(141, inclusive, was 895,81 9/., of 
which 210,-193/. arose from ship money and 
other illegal exactions. This sum was ade- 
quate to the ortlinury ex|ieii.ses of govern- 
uieiit, thuiigh it would not defray the 
charges of war and other contingencies. 

Charles, with all lus frugality, uilected 
Minch regal state. lie kept up tweiity- 
fiuir j)alaces, ail of them so completely fur- 
nished, that when he removed from one to 
another, he was not obliged to transport any 
articles of furniture along with him. His 
Collection of pictures wa.s the most valuabie 
in Europe, and he sjiared no exjiense in 
his endeavours to enrich it with the most 
valuable productions of the ablest artists. 

When the war l)etween the king and par- 
liament had commenced, Charles had the 
utmost difficulty in provi*iing resources for 
the maiiitcuance of his forces. The capital 
and the. wealthiest parts of the kingdom 
i*"pported the parliament, and th« only 
nioiu.y tb,it he could raise was by pawning 
Jjie i»:wels of the crown— hy melting down 
plate of the two nniversitie'^, which 
hey Kent liim — and afterwards, by iinitat- 
l:ig Mie example of his oppmn nt'*, in levy- 


ing assessments, and even excises, in those 
districts where his authority was acknow- 
ledged. But the voluntary sidiscriptions of 
those who adhered to the crown were his 
principal resource. The marrjuis of Wor- 
cester supplied the king wiih 100,000/., 
and the maiquis of Newcastle devoted tho 
whole of his fortune to the support of tho 
royal cause. 

The conduct of the parliament at the be- 
ginning of the contest was so popular that 
it also obtained incredible sums by volun- 
tary contributions. The plate of almost 
every inliabitaut of London was brought in 
to be Ciiiaed for its support ; even the 
thimbles and bixlkins of the women were 
not withheld. These gifts, however, were in- 
sufficient without compidsury levies. An 
assessment on personal and landed properly 
Was imposed. These assessments varied, 
according to the exigencies of the times, 
from 35,000/. to 120,000/. a-month. They 
pr»)ved so productive, and so superior to the 
ancient mode of subsidies, that they have 
ever since been continued, under the deno- 
mination of a lami-tax. — Sine, Hist. Rev., 
172. 

To thi? necessities of the long parlia- 
ment we owe the first establishment of the 
exci^e. The suggestion of it has been 
ascribed to Eyin. At one time it exiendtd 
to bread, meat, salt, and other neeess.iry 
articles. .Additions were made to the cus- 
t(>in.s by duties upon coals ami currants. 
Four shillings a chaldron upon coals, levied 
at Newcastle, brought in about 50.000/. 

The establishment of a post-office, upon 
a ]»roductive and permanent fooJuig, was 
principally owing to the long ])arl\ament. 
By their regulations it not only yielileil 
10,000/. per annum, Imt al.NO s ivid an an- 
nual expense of 7000/, which thejmblic 
was obliged to pay for the rnaintcn.ince of 
postmasters. But one of tln-ii most novel 
ffscal contrivances was the impost of a 
W'eekly meal. Every one was required to 
retrench a meal a week, and to pay the 
money thereby saved into the public tre.i- 
sury. This singular tax yieldeil 60^^,100/. 
during the six years it was unposeil. 

The increase in the quaniity of coin i.s a 
strong proof of iiicreusiug wealth and com- 
merce. During the reign of C harles, 
Folkes computed that 12,096,22(1/. was 
coined, in gold and silver ; a gioviter sum 
than during tho two reigns of Eli/aibeth 
and James. But it is to be renuukid that 
part of this coin was for the use of other 
countries. Spain sent considerable ijuau- 
tities of VuiUion to he. coined at the liU- 
glish mint, which was afterw ards carried to 
Flanders. 

The following is the tonnage, number ot 
men, and guns of tlie nine l.ugi'st ships i.i 
the ptddic i)a\y. in 16* > : — 
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Tong, 

M n. 

Gnus. 

John Speed, British historian and topo* 

875 

‘2S0 

50 

grapher, 1555 — 1629. 

cm 

170 

40 

Robert Burton, author of “ The Anattmiy 

575 

170 

40 

of Melancholy,” 1576—1039. 

.557 

170 

38 

Sir Henry Spelinan, a learned anti- 

520 

170 

38 

quarian and philologer, 1502 — 1041. 

559 

Hit) 

38 

8ir Robert Cotton, one of the earliest 

050 

‘200 

.30 

members of the Antiquarian Society, and 

.512 

100 

.30 

founder of the Cottonian library, 1570 — 

,500 

150 

.30 

1631. 


The rest consisted of seventeen smaller Samuel Purely, a clergyman, autlior of 
shii's, from 400 tons, 110 men, down to 80 a “ Collection of Voyages,” 5 vols. folio, 
tons, 4.') men. — 1628. 

Sir Thomas Roe, diplomatist and travel- 
MEN or l.KTTEKS. 1:>80 — 1()41. 

Michael Drayton, the Barons' Wars,” 
Francis Bacon, lord VeruLim, the father ami other poems, 151)3 — 1631. 
of e.xperimetdal phi!ost)j»hy, 1500 — 10*26. George Sandys, translations, poems, and 
I. •* (hi the Advanc(Mnent of Learning,” travels, 1577' — 1643. 

j)uliHshed in 10(*5: 2. ** Wisdom of llie Lord Herbert of Cherbury, De \'eri- 
Ancients,” 1011: 3. ‘‘The Novum Or- tate,*’ Life and Reign of Henry 
ganon,” the second part of his grand *‘ III- and hU own ‘‘Memoirs,’’ first publislud 
stauratioii of the Sciences : ” 4. “ History by lord Orford, 1581 — 1648. He was 
of He«.ry VII.,” 1022 ; besides “ Moral buried in the church of St. (Jiles's in the 
Kssays.” and iniscellaneoiis writings. Fields, with an epitaph, referring to the 

Sir .John Hayward, historian of the first publication. 

“ Norman Kings,” and awihor of some de- | (leurge Herbert, younger brother of tlie 
votional I iects ; died 1037. la'^t mentioned, a distinguishetl poet ami 

Samuel Daniel, author of pastorals, epis- divine, 1593 — 1633. After h»s death was 
ties, and History of England to the Reign published, from his MS., “ The Ti inple 
of Ktlward HI.,” 1502 — l6l9. j •• Sacred Poems,” and ‘‘Private Ejacula- 

John Ford, dramatic writer ; born 1586, i tions.*’ 
and supposed to have died about 1039, I Sir Richard Baker, the “Chronicle of the 
Benjamin Jouson, author of the Al- ’ Kings of England,” once the favourite 
chymist,*’ ‘‘ Ej)iceii||,*’ Volpone,” ‘‘ Every manual, according to Addison, of conntiy 
3Ian in h s Humour,” and other 'popular gentlemen, 1 5(>8 — 1045. 
dramas, 1574 — ln37. ; William Druinmoml, a Scottish poet, 

Pliiljp Mas.singer, a distinguished dra- and author of a ‘‘ History of the Fi\e 
matist, buried in St. Saviour’s church, James’s, King.s of Scotland,” 15S5— 
Southwark, where he is suj»pused to have 1049. 
resided, 1585— 1C”9. ! 


THE COMMONWEALTH. A. D. 1640 to 16'3. 

TiiP. death of the king was soon followed hy the abolition of the lions c 
of lords, and the powers of the three estates of the realm merged in tlic 
house of coinmons, uiulcr liic name of the parliament of the common- 
wealth. A new council of state, consisting of thirty-nine members, ex- 
ercised the functions of the e.xt cutive, and in their names, as keepers of the 
liberties of England, was all ]niblic buEiness transacted. I’crsons holding 
office were required to cpialify for tiic same by new oaths, and taking out 
fresh grants. New money wa.s coined, and a new great seal made. Kjus- 
copacy was abolished. The crown lands and Ihslmps’ lands, and the 
estates and revenues of the deans and chapters, were sold or sequestrated 
for the use of the state. 'Vo rciumnce prelacy and the liturgy were the only 
terms on which the ])arochial clergy were allowed to retain their hcncfices. 

Upon the ruins of the episcopal church two seels rose into impoMaucr, 
the presbyterians and independents. The presbyterians were for throwing 



I •JV 


TRK COMMONWEALTH. A.J). 1040 to IfM 

off the authority of the bishops, the al)olition of tlie liturgy, llic retrench' 
inent of ceremonies, and the limitation of the riches and authority of the 
])ricstly office. The entluisiasin of the independents carried them still 
further ; they were for the entire abolition of ecclesiastical government, 
disdained creeds, neglected ceremony, and contended for the sufficiency of 
individual judgment in matters of conscience, and of each congregation 
to its own management. Oliver Cromwell, sir Henry Vane, Fiennes, and 
St.John were regarded as the leaders of the independents; Prynne, 
Holies, and Anncslcy, of the presbyterians. The superior activity and 
energy of the independents, their inlluencc in the army, and the seclusion 
of their rivals from parliament, gave them a decided preponderance. 

After the forcible seclusion of tlic presbyterians and monarchists, the 
commonwealth became an oligarchy, vested in about one hundred indi- 
viduals. It was an irresponsible body, and indissoluble except by its own 
act. Its support Avas in a standing army of forty-live thousand men. Two- 
thirds of the community were royalists, or inclined to llie moderate consti- 
tutional party of the presbyterians; but were awed into silence and sub- 
mission by the sword. Prior to the reduction of the long ])arliament, it had 
been growing unpopular, from its corrupt practices and arbitrary measures. 
At the commencement of the civil war u self-denying ordinance was passed, 
but this was soon b\iirvvcd to become obsolete, and the most lucrative offices 
were filled by the members. The taxes they imposed were intolerable ; 
the sums levied far exceeding the burthens imi)osed in any former period; 
and what rendered tliese levies more revolting, was the lavishness of the 
members on themselves. The sum of 300,000/., it is affirmed, they openly 
took for their own use ; while the pay of the army and navy was falling 
into arre\ar. The excise, formerly unknown, was extended over provisions 
and the common necessaries of life. The committees, to whom the 
management of the ddferent branches of the revenue were entrusted, never 
binught in their accounts, and had opportunities for secreting whatever 
sums they plcasctl from tlic public treasury. These branches were inulti- 
])licd to afford a wider field for peculation. The power of the county 
committees was grievously felt. During the war, (lie discretionary power 
of these courts was excused from the j)lea of necessity, but the nation was 
reduced to despair when it saw neither end put to their duration, nor bounds 
to their authority. Tlu^e tribunals co\iM secpicster, fine, imprison, and 
eorj)orally punish, witliout law or remedy, lu short, they were so many 
star^ehambers. fortified with more, plausible pretences, and armed wiih 
more unlimited powers. 

Such abuses and oppressions destroycil tlie ( liaracler of the long parlia- 
ment. Still for four yeais alter the death of the king, it carrical on the 
government with the ability and energy inhcreiif in republican institutions. 
It found resources by which Cromwell was enabled to sul)due Ireland and 
Scotland, and defeat Charles 1 1, at Worcester. It is to tliis assembly we 
are indebted for the commencement of our naval renown and superiority. 
Its faults were a want of management in the attempt to disband the army 
at the close of the civil war, tlie selfishness of someot its members, its arbi- 
trary acts of goverumeut, its endeavours to prolong indefinitely its sittings, 
and the religious hypocrisy by which it essayed to justify its proceedings. 
Disgusted alike by their cant and their tyranny, the people W\ic\d, wiibooV 
ti’grct, their power annihilated hy Oliver Cromwell. I’liis cruity lulv 'moicr 
«aw their errors with satisfaction ; eml>arn\ssc(I them by fomenting (he di-- 
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contents of the military, and by artfully woiiting on the passions of the 
soldiery, made them the unsuspecting instriiinents of his ambition. 

The history of this eventful period oilers a lesson of political modera 
tion. All parties reaped successively the melancholy pleasure of seeing 
the injuries which they had suffered revenged on their enemies ; and that, 
too, by the same arts which had been practised against them. The king 
had stretched his prerogative beyond jiisf bounds; and, aided by the church, 
liad well nigh put an end to all the liberties and privileges of the nation. 
The presbyterians checked the progress of the court and tlie clergy, and 
excited, by cant and hypocrisy, the populace, first to tumult, then to war 
against the king, the i3eers, and all the royalists. No sooner had they 
reached the summit of power, than the independents, under the appearance 
of still greater sanctity, instigated the army against them, and reduced tlicm 
to subjection. The independents, amidst their fanatical dreams, were 
oppressed by the rebellion of their own servants, and found themselves at 
once exposed to the insults of an usurper and tiic hatred of the people. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCKS. 


1G49. Jan. 30. Oa the <lay of the 
king's execution, a jauclaination was read 
in Cheapside, dtclanng it treason to give 
any person the title of king, without the 
assent of parliament ; and at the same time 
was puhlislitd the Viite of January 4th, 
that the supreme authority of the nation 
rc,si<led in tlie representatives of the people, 
Ftb. 1. The lords send a message to the 
commons, <lesjriiig a conference on the new 
settlemeiif, of wliich no notice is taken. 

Vi. Commons resolve, < That the house 
( f peers in pari ament is useless, danger- 
ous, and ought to be alolished.’ (’arried 
hy a majority of 44 to 29. Cromwell voted 
in favour of the lords. 

7. Resolved, • That kingship in this 
nation hath been found by experience to 
be unnecessary, hurthensome, ami dan- 
gerous to the liberty, safety, and public 
interest of the people.’ 

The prince of \Vahs takes the title of j 
Cliailes II. at the Hague. j 

12. The king’s statues demolished at | 
the Royal Exchange and other places,! 
and the h llowing in^rriptsoii set up tm the 
site of tbein , — 'Ejrtt 'lynninm lif’tjuin u/if 
muSj j-lnno L>h€'rtutis Aiifj/iw refill primo^ 
Anna Dorn, ih 18-9, Jan. JO,’ 

14. A council of state consis’ ng oi 3 ' 
members appointed ; it sujjersi ded the 
committee of government at Derby house. 
Bradshaw was pre.sident of the council, 
and ibe poet Milton iiecvetary of I'onign 
correspomlence. A new great seal was 
made ; the commissions of tlie judges and 
inagistraleM renewed, and the court of 
king’s beia-h was styled the cominoii bench. 
Afar. 9. Duke Ilaniiltou, the earl of 


I Holland, and lord Capel, who had bi oii 
comleinned l»y an extraordinary tnhunal 
! calletl till* high court of justice, lor atiempt- 
! ing hi restore the king, were heheaded, 

1 The commons resolve iliat there shall he 
! 28,090 horse and foot kept up in England, 
! and 12,000 in Irehmd, whose ]>ay shall be 
I SOjOOUA per month. 

i jlftir. 19. The earl of Ormond proclaimed 
; king Gharles 11. in Irelaiul, and the par- 
; liument of Scotland in that kingdom. 

! I’outefract castle STiriendered to the par- 
liament afuT a long s:ege. 
i Apn/ 1, Alderman Keynoldson, lord 
mayor of London, turned out of his office, 

: impnsoiiecl, a.;d fined 2000/. for refusing to 
proclaim the act fur abolishing monarchy. 

Hi. The eail of Peinhroke elected knight 
of the shire for Berks ; his example was 
follow! d by o-her peers, lords Salisbury and 
Howard, who sat fur Lynn and Carlisle. 

A new sect of levellers apiieared, called 
• diggers they held the earfh ought to he 
held in common, and began cultivating a 
piece of waste land in Surrey on this pnr.- 
ciple, when they weie dispersed hy a fn op 
of F.iir fax’s horse. 

j 30. An act passed f r tlie sale of thu 
dean and chapter lands. 

, Mat/ 3. Dr. DorisUuM, agent for the com- 
mon wealth at the Hague, was surprised as 
I he w IS at supper, by twelve cavalieis in 
masks, and killed. The assassins wen: 
.Scots, supposed to have been hired hy ti;o 
nias(]iiis of Montrose, then at the Hague. 

A areat body of the levellers su»pii>‘ 'l 
at Burfwrd, by Cromwell, and r^ule p i* 
soneis ; cornet Dean, and some of the priin 
cipal, were exicute<l. 
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Ju/ff in. All act for the sale of the keeping^ of the Christmas holydays was 
crown-laii<I«, at thirteoa years’ ]>urchase ; long a great mark of iiiigorlline>S) and 
and t'T selling ihe goods, furniture, jewels, severely censured by the commons. Even 
paintings, and personal estate of tlie late pies, which custom had made a Christmas 
king; a great part of the royal chattels was dish, were regarded as u profane viand by 
piirchase(i by the kings of Fra.ice and the puritans ; though at other times they 
Spain, and other foreign jirinces, and about agreed very well with the r stomachs. 
400.000/. raised for the service of the state. Maypoles were abolished as an heathenish 
^ ( rom '.veil and 1) is ofiicers ])ray and preach vanity. It is hardly iiece.s.sary to remark, 
111 tlie churches and chapels about ti>wii ; that hypocrisy was never so prevalent in 
(.roniwell was three hoins in the pulpit at | England as in this period. This must in- 
VV iiitciiall, where he prayed, that God ! variab’y l>e tbe case, when an unphiloso- 
would take oil from hi.s shoulders the go- phical effort is made to introduce a svsiem 
vernment of this mighty people, being too j of manners (erroneously termed virtue,) 
heavy for him to hear. j beyond wh;it is compatible with hurnan 

13. Croniwi 11 hiring made lord i natuie anil the ha]>piness of society, 
liciitniant of I u'laiid, set sail, accompanied j The marquis of Montrose Imng 

by I ii'ton his son-in-law, as second in com- I at IMinhiirgh. on a gallows thirty feet 
maml, for l)nl lin, where he landed the : kigb, and afterwards quartered ; the .Scots 
Ibth, upon which Ormond li ft a garri.son ' al .^0 executed sir Widiam Hurry, sir Traii- 
ut dOOO men in Drogheda. i cis H.iy, colonel Spotswood, and about forty 

Sr/it. II. (’lomwell took Drogheila l»y ■ more of the niar(juis’s followers. Cliarles 
storm, and put the. whole garrison to the j ci*mplained to the commissioners of the 
‘•word, cons^stio.g of about 3000 men, most ! Scots executing Montrose ; 1 ut rec» ived 
lit tlu ni Kiiglish. so that only one lieu- ' for answer, that some jiapers hml hi en 
tenant escaped. lie idso massacred (^but found upon him. wliich it was more fur his 
thi.s is loid ( laivndiors rclilio'.i) every • honour to conceal than puldish, 
m.m, wotnan, and child of the citizens tltat , 31. C romwell returned from Ireland, 

were Irish. j and was met in triumph at Houiul<»w- 

Oti. ‘J4. Colonel .lohn lalhurne Ir’ed % heath, and the palace ol' St. James's a lot- 
lor publishing f reasonable hooks against j ed for his residence. He was saluted by 
the ronitnouwealth. ;ind acquitted. • the great guns in tl>e park. 

IGoO. MurvU 1‘). 'flic comnussloners .\scham, envoy fn >111 the commonwealth 
from tlie Scots negotiate with Ch.uU*.s II. to the king of Spain, assassinated in his 
.it Hreda. ^ lodgings at Madrid, by English cavaliers. 

Jpri/ 29. Ti»e marquis of Montrose June 23. Chailes arrived on the coa^t 
l.inded in Scotland, and raised forces for of Scotland, and was compelled to take the 
the king. Colonel Strachao was sent covenant, before perniilted to land, 

.igiiint liitn and look bim prisoner; the 25. (teneral Fairfax in the first instance 
marquis endeavoured to conceal liimself, accepted the command ngaiu>t Scotland, 

1 (it a' last surrendered to Aston, who rc- hut his wife, a preshyterian, prevailed upon 
Cl .veil 2(100/. for delivering him up. him to relinquish tlie appointment, and 

Mttf/ 14 . An act p.issed in Knglaiul. to withdraw from public life, ieaving the 
make incest and adultery capit.d for the commoinvealtli open to the growing amhi- 
first iifleiice ; and fornication, for tfic first tion of (.Tomwell, 

i.ilence, three months’ imprisonment; for 2(). An act passed, con'titiiling (diver 
liie second, capital. Cromwell, esq. captain-gcin ral i>f all the 

The gloomy enthuviasin of the pallia- forces raised, and to be raiseil, by andu)- 
mentariaus carried them to the most ridi- rity of parliament, witl-in the cmiimon- 
c dmiH ainsterities. All recreations we;e in weallh of England ; with a j'ower uf graut- 
a manner suspended by their seventies; iiig, renewing, and altering the othcers 
h use - raring, hear - ha. ting, and cock- ci.nimixsion", 

fighting, were prohibited its the greatest Ti e Scots raised an army under Lesley, 
enornutU'S. The not the inhntnawhj coiisi'^ling i.f 35,0(10 horse and fo d. 

gave ofliuice. AH holidays were ahoUdied, The plague raged in Ireland at this lime, 

imd aniiisemeiits on the Sabbath severely 29. Ciomwell set out fnnn London lor 

juohiliited, so that no time was left for Scotland. 

'flaxation. Cpoii application, however, of Juhj Vi. Dr Levens. a civ liau. hang- 

llie servants ami upp entices, parliament e<l for having blank fommjN'ions Iro n iho 

• I'pointiul the second Tuesday in every king about him. 

‘•'"iith for play and recreation. But these 15. C’hiuleM solemnly pr c’ainied. at 

*>t'hnances were fuund dilHcnlt tti execute, Kthnlmrgh cioss, king al England. Sert- 
“'td tlie people were resolved to he merry land, and Ireland. 

''hen they pleased, not when the parlia- 22, Oomwelb with 11,000 horse and 
'•(ciit should prescribe it to them. The foot, pas ed the Treed, whereupon (lie 
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Scots clestroyefl their country, and retired 
before him, till he came within slight of 
Edinburgh. 

Aug, 22. Colonel Andrews, of Gray’s- 
inn, beheaded, for plotting against the 
commonwealth. 

Sept, 3. Cromwell defeated the Scots 
at Dunbar, killed 3000 of them, took 10,000 
prisoners, with their ammunition, and pos- 
sessed himself of Kdinburgh. This victory 
Was chiefly won by Cromwell’s regiment of 
infantry, who charged the cavalry at the 

oint of the pike ami butt-end of the mus- 

et, the fixed bayonet nut being yet known. 

Tile Hamiltonians, or the malignaiits 
and engagers, were admitted to eiiiploy- 
ineiits under conditions: the parliament 
protesttMi against their admission, upon 
which two parties were imnietliatt ly formed 
in Scotland. 

10. Ordered, that the colours taken at 
Dunbar be hung up in Westminster-hall, 
and medals given to the soldiers, in nie- 
inory of their victory. • 

2 ). Letters from Barhadoes, that lord 
Willoughby had proclaimed king Charles 
there, and secured that island bn- him. 

Oct, 8. Mr. Benson hanged, for at- 
tempting to bring in Char‘,e.s. 

2'). Ordered by parli.iment, that all 
proceedings and process of law, patent'*, 
commissions, inflict. nents, and judgments, 
be in the KngUsh tongue only, ami that 
they be written in ati ordinary legible 
hand, and not in a court hand. 

Dec, The kuk of Scotland appointe l a 
fast for the sins of th.e king and his family. 

24, Edinburgh castle surrendered to 
Cromwell, said to be the first time that ever 
it was taken. 

The English merchants ordered to de- 
part the czar's domimuns in Muscovy, and 
not to enter there again iiuless in the 
king’s name. 

Ti/e drunkards, in Berkshire, agreed to 
drink the king’s health in their blood, and 
that each should cut oil a piece of his 
buttock and fry it, winch four of them 
did ; but the wife of the fifth r’oming in, j 
saved him from his share of this notable 
performance. 

16j1. Jan, 1. Charles crowned at Scone, 
and swore to eslaldish the presbyl# . iau re- 
ligion in Scotland. 

The king het up Jiis standard at A !>«»'- 
deen, and made duke Hamilton lie* * Jiant- 
general, David Lesley major-general, Mid- 
dleton major-general of the b. rsv, and 
Massey general of the English troops. 
The Scotch army, consist nigof 18,000 hor^e 
and foot, encamped at Torwood. 

Feb. 4. An or<ler of tlie parliamcmt of 
England, to take down the king's arms in 
ull places, and Set up the arms of the corii- 
monweidth. 


Mar. 4. Sir Henry Hyde beheaded. 

Mag lU. Peter tVright, chaplain to the 
marquis of Winchester, executed as a 
popish priest. He was the only sufferer 
under a barbarous act parsed in the pre- 
ceding year, which gave the same reward 
for the discovery of a priest or jesuit, as 
for the apprehension of a highwayman. 

July, Cromwell, having recovered from 
a severe ague, sent a detachment of his 
arm}' in boats over the Frith, which took 
possession of Fife, and occasioned an en- 
gagement with a detachment of the Scotch 
army; the Sc*its were defeated, 2000 of 
them killed, and 1 200 made prisoners ; 
whereupon Cromwell came over the Fritli 
with the rest of his forces, and look posses 
S’on of Perth. 

31. Cromwell being now got flirther 
iioith fhan the Scotch army, Charles 
suddenly <lecaniped with the Scots, and 
111 irched for England ; Argyle, and many 
others of the army leaving him, and re- 
tiring home. 

Aug. C. Charles entered England by 
Carlisle, with an army of 1(),000 men, 
Scotch and English, at the head of which 
he Was proclaimed king Great Britain. 
Cromwell marclied after the king, leaving 
part of his army with general xMoiik, to 
block up Slirbng. 

1 2. The city of London being alarmed at 
the king’s march, passed an act for putting 
the militia in a po^ture of present service. 

J4. Stirling castle au*l town surrendered 
to Monk. 

22. Christopher Love, a presbyterian mi- 
nister, beheaded upon Tower-hill for treason. 

( harles arrive*! with his army at Wor- 
cester, being joined in Jiis march only by a 
son of lord llow'ard, with 100 horse. At 
Worcester the k ng was joiiieil by lord 
Talbot, and sonio other loyal gentlemen. 

25. The earl of Derby, having a.s.sernble*! 
1 . 1 00 men to join the king, was atracke*! 
by three regiments under the ceinmand iit 
colonel Robert Lilbnine, and entirely rout- 
ed at Wigan in Lmcasbire. The earl and 
about thirty Imrse with great ditiicnlty 
aft i'.\ards e.scai'e*! to the king at Wor- 
cester; but lord Wid*bington was kilU<l in 
the ac’ion. 

28. Cromwell reaches W orcesler at the 
hea*l of 30,000 iiu*n. 

3. ’I he battle of Worcester, where 
ilic king's fjrces were entirely routid. 

I ..’.lont 3000 *d' them killed, and COOO or 
‘ rOuO taken prisoners, with all their ammu* 
ii.tiou and baggage ; in this action duke 
Ilaiiiilton was looi tally wounded, and died 
the n**xt day. The king's sfandanl and 
I'lS c douis wort* taken. 'I’lie king himsell- 
with the duke of Jbieks, the earls ofDoiby 
and Laiub nlale, louL Talbot, \Vili»‘>t» 
about filty horse, after the batde w;«b lost, 
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about seven in the evening;, marched otit 
of St. Mart ill ’s-gate, Worcester, and arriv- i 
ing at W^hiteladies, twenty-five miles from | 
Worcester, about four the next morning, 
the earl of Derby and the other lords took 
their leave of Charles, and left him to the 
care of the Penderels. These were five 
brothers, labouring men, who had esta- 
bishcd characters of trustworthiness, by 
having shortly before concealed lord lX‘rl)y 
from the repulilicaiis. After many adven- 
tures and liair-hreadth escapes, (among 
others his concealment in an oak tree,) 
Charles landed on the 17th of October, at 
Tecamp in Normandy. 

Sept, 1*2. Cromwell was met at Aylesbury 
by a (leputation from the cjunnions and 
ci>uncil of state, llainptoii-court was pre- 
pared for his residence, and an estate of 
4000/. a year, in addition to a former grant 
of ‘J500/., voted to him. Other generals had 
also grants j Ireton <leclined his, recoin- 
nieiiding to the republic first the payment 
of its debts. 

Liimrick in Ireland surrendered, .aftci* 
fifteen months* siege, to the republicans. 
Scotland was reduceil. Hostilities com- 
nced wiih the Dutch; an English mau-of- 
war meeting with some Dutch fishermen, 
lie demanded the tenth herring, which they 
u' fused ; the English sunk one of their 
ships, and all the men petished, 

IH. The commons fix the period 
of (heir dissolution for Nov. 4th, 16.54 ; the 
interval to he employed in determining the 
(jualifieations of tlie bucveeding parliament. 

‘26. (veneral Ireton died at Limerick 
of the plague; the commons voted him a 
]iuhlic funeral, and his death removed a 
great okstacleto the u.surpationof (Cromwell. 

Vec, 1. Parliament passed an act with 
the view of encouraging navigation, pro- 
hibiting the importaiiou of all goods except 
upon Englisli bottoms ; by this act the , 
J hitch felt aggrieved. j 

Parliament demanded satisfaction for the 
Dutch massacre at Amhoyna, and for the 
losses sustained in the Mogul's domiaions. 

Cromwell held a meeiing of the leading 
men of the commons ami the army at the 
spt cilier’s house, to deliberate on the future 
form of government. 

16')2. Jn/i. II. Lord Willough I y sur- 
rendered Hariiadoes ami the neighbouring 
isbiniK to Ajscoiigh, the parliament's ad- 
miral. Virginia also stibmitted to the par- 
liament. 

April. ParliamtMit sent St. John and 
U alter Strickland to the Ilagiie^ to endea- 
>•<•'0 to unite the two commonwealths, 

11. An act was read for incorporating 
^^cotlaud into one commonw'ualth with 
wigiaiid, .fudges were sent from Knglaiul 
to adiniaiHter iustice in Scotland. 

d/m/ 15, Voted that the act for consti- 


tuting Cromwell captain-general should 
extend to the forces in Ireland, which dis- 
gu)»ted Lambert, who h id been promised 
the lord lieutenancy of Ireland. 

June 30. The Dutch ambassadors being 
much incensed, returned to Holland. 

Ju'y. An emViassy arrived from the 
States, but the parliament did not recede 
from their resolution of demanding damages. 
Both nations published a manifesto. The 
English insisted upon the right of the flag. 

Any. 16. A sea fight near Plymouth, 
between sir George Ayscough, the Engli.sh 
admiral, and the Ihitch under De Ruyter, 
wherein neither of tlie fleets had any great 
advantage. 

The Scuts chose tv/enty-one members, 
fourteen for the counties, and seven for the 
horouglis, to represent them in tlie parlia- 
ment ot England. 

Sept. 28. OrdtTCil that the scaffolds 
about St. Paul's be taken down, ;iml sold 
to pay the public debts. 

Van Galien beat the English fleet in the 
Mediterranean, but was killed in the fight. 

Another engagement between the Eng- 
lish fleet under Blake, and the Dutch under 
De \\’itte, upon the coast of Kent, where 
the Diitcli rear-admiral was taken, and 
two more of their men of-war sunk, and 
they wen? ilriven lunne to tlteir own coasts, 
without the lv)'‘S of one English ship. 

Nov. 7. A confertMice between ('romw'ell 
and Wliiteluck, wherein Cromwell pro- 
posed the making himself king ; but was 
dissuaded l>y \> hiteluck, and advised to 
treat with Charles II., whose ciicum.slancps, 
Whitelock observed, were so low, that he 
would he glad to grant Cromwell the com- 
mand of tlie militia, and what other advan- 
tages he could desire for liimself and 
friends ; and that he might now put such 
limits to monarchical power, as would 
.secure their religious as well as civil liber- 
ties for the future. But Cromwell was not 
pleased with Whitelock's scheme, aiul revi r 
ii'imi’ted him to converse intimately with 
him again. 

j 29. Van Tromp, with eighty sail of iiicn- 
; of-war, fell upon Bl.ike, wliu was ilding 
i with forty sail of English in the Downs ; 
j six of the English slops ivere taken and 
'destroyed, and the rest diove into the 
I Thames; after which Van Trump sa.led in 
\ tiiiimph thrt>ngh the Chanuel. with ahruoni 
' at the tujim.ist lu ad, pn»claiming his 
! mission to sweep the English navy from 
i the seas. 

j 16.53. Fth, IS. 19, 20. Immense exer- 
I tions wt*re nuub* to le-erpiip a IicnIi tleei. 

and a tiglit of three days euMu d 1 etwi eu 
. the English and Dutch fleets otV I'ordamh 
I where the English *>14. lined a great \iclv>i>, 
taking and deKtn>ying eleven Dutch uieii- 
of-wiir, and thirty uierchautmen. out ol otlO 
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the Dutch had under their convoy : Van 
Troinp was admiral of the Dutch, and 
Blakii of the English ; the custom now was 
for oflicers to serve in both army and navy, 
and generals Monk and Deane commanded 
under Blake in this engagement. The niim 
her of slain on each side was about ‘2000. 

March. Cromwell caused the officers to 
petition for their pay, on which the parlia- 
inent complained of their impatience. The 
army petitioned for a dissolution of the 
parliament, which had become unpopular 
from the selfishness of some of its members, 
and from its efforts to perpetuate indefinitely 
its existence. 

Jprii 19. Cromwell Iiolcls a meeting of 
officers, and of the leading men of the 
commons, at Whitehall, to consult on the 
dissolution of the parliament ; it came to 
no decision, but aj'pointed an early meet- 
ing next day. 

20. Information brought Cromwell that 
file commons were hurrying a b.ll through 
its several stages for their immediate dis- 
solution. He iinmediutely took a Hie of 
inusijiiHtecrs, and went down to the house ; 
he commanded the s])eaker to leave the 
chair, and told them that they liad sat 
long enough, unless they bad done nu»re 
good ; crying out, You arc no longer a 
por/iamen/f / sag you are no parliament '' 
lie told sir Harry Vauc he was a juggler; 
Harry 3Iartiii, and sir Peter AVentworth, 
that they were whore-masters ; Chaloner, 
he was a drunkard ; and Allen the gold- 
smith, that he cheated the public : then he 
bid one of his soldiers take away that foors 
bauble, the mace, and Harrison removed 
the speaker out of the chair : in short, 
Cromwell haviiig turned them all c/ut of 
the house, locked up the d«jors, and re- 
turned to \VhitehaU. In the afternoon 
he went, accompanied by some officers to 
Derby house, to the council of state, cun- 
sisting chiefly of members of the commons. 
Bradshaw had just taken the chair, when 
(’ruuQwell entered and told them, that if 
they were there as private individuals, they 
were welcome, but if ns the council of 
slate, they must know that the parliament 
was dissolved, and with it the council. 

“ Sir,” replied Bradshaw, ‘"we have heard 
what you did at the house thi.s iTioriiing, 
and before many hours all England will 
know it. But, sir, you are mistaken to think 
that the parliament is dissolved. N( power 
under heaven can dissolve them but thi m- 
selves. Therefore take you notice *»f that.” 
The council then withdrew. Thus fell, by 
the parricidal hands of its champion, the 
famous long parliament, which for twelve 
years, under a variety of forms, had de- ■ 
fendeit and invaded the liberties of the 
j>eople. 


PiaNX'lPI.ES OP TUB I.BYEI.I.BUS. 

The levellers make a conspicuous figure 
in the events of this period, and if tbo sub- 
joined bo a correct exi>osi'ion of their prin- 
ciples, they appear to have been much 
misunder-itood. It is taken from Mr. Liii- 
gard's History, vol. xi. p. 457, who ex- 
tracted it from one of their publications, 
which appeared soon after the diath of 
Cromwell, entitled “ The Leveller ; or the 
Principles and Maxims concerning Co- 
vernmeiit and Religion, which an* asserted 
by those that are commonly called Level- 
lers ; IGoD.” 

Prinviplrs of Government. 

1. The government of Knglaml ought to 
be by law.s, and not by men : that is, tlie 
law ought to judge of all offences and 
offenders, and all ])unishments and penal- 
ties to be inflicted upon criminals ; iiur 
ought the pleasure of his highness and bis 
council to make whom they please otKuid- 
ers, and punish and imprison whom they 
please, and during pleasure. 

2. All laws and levies of monies, war 
ami peace, ought to be made by the people’s 
deputies in parliament, to be chwsea by 
them successively, at certain perio<ls, 
Thereftrre there should be no negative of 
a monarch, because be will frequently by 
that means consfilt his own interest, or 
that of his family, to the prejudice of the 
nation. But it would be well if the depu- 
ties of the jieople were to be divided into 
two bodies, one of which should propose the 
laws, anrl the other adopt or reject them. 

d. All persons, without a sing'e excep- 
tion, should be subject tt) the law, 

4. The people ought to be formed into 
such a military posture, by and under the 
parliament, that they may be able to com- 
pel every' man to obey' the law, and deft nd 
the country from foreigners. A meicenary 
(standing) army is dangerous to liberty, 
and therefore should nut be admitted. 

PnnciplfS of Uthgiou* 

1. The as'unt of the iimierstanding can- 
not be compelled. Therefore no man cun 
compel another to be of the true religion. 

2. Worship follows irom the doctrines 
admitted by the understanding. No man 
therefore can bind another to adopt any 
particular form of worship. 

b. Works of righteuiisness and mercy 
are part of the worship of God, and so far 
fad under the civil magistrate, that he 
ought to restrain men from irreligion, that 
is, injustice, faith-breaking, oppression, and 
I all other evil works, that are plainly evil. 

I 4. Nothing is more destructive to true 
religion, than quarrels about religiot^? nnil 
the uxe of punishments to compel oue 
to believe as unotlier. 
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THE PROTECTORATE. A.D. 1653 to 1060. 

Aft HU the forcible expulsion of the remnant of tiic long parliament, 
Cromwell thought it expedient to observe the forms of free government, 
lie accordingly sent summonses for their attendance at Whiteliall, to 139 
representatives for England, six for Wales, six for Ireland, and five for 
Scotland. Upon these he professed to devolve the whole authority of the 
state. They were to exercise their powers during fifteen months, and then 
nominate their successors. This was called the little or Barebone’s parlia- 
ment, from the name of one of its members. Its composition and the use- 
fulness of its views liavc been unfairly depreciated by jiarty historians. All 
its members were respectable ; though not distinguished fur opulence, they 
were of imlejuMideut fortunes (Ling. Hist. xi. 18T), and, hating the pre- 
vailing fanaticism, were men of intelligence. During the convulsions of 
tlic time, they had learnt to think for themselves, and could discern the 
useful and the just in the momentous questions that agitated the nation. 
Many of the measures they suggested have been very recently carried into 
elfect One was for transfen iiig the ceremony of marriage, and the registry 
of marriages, biillis, and burials, from clergymen to laymen. Votes were 
passed for consolidating the various branches of the revenue into one trea- 
Miiy ; for Tendering sundry matters of legal procedure less dilatory and 
< xpensive ; for giving relief to prisoners for debts and their creditors ; for 
the abolition of tithes and advowsons, thinking it contrary to reason that a 
private person should have ]K)wer to impose a spiritual guide on his neigh- 
lioiirs ; they even went so far, as to propose a consolidation of the statute 
law and books of reports, and the abolition of the court of Chancery. 
Siu h sweeping innovations alarmed the clergy and lawyers, and Oliva r 
f iiding the security of his dictatorship more identified with the support of 
the pai tizans of abuse than of reform, contrived to get rid, in a few inunihs, 
of tliis calumniated assembly. 

Cromwell assembled and dismissed his parliaments with similar forms 
he would a court-martial. He tried four, and at his death he meditated a 
tifth. The dilhculty he experienced in finding any rcjnesenlutivc body, 
however constituted, to sanction his usurpation, shows the unpopularity of 
Ills government, niul the generally dilfused sentiment in favour of a more 
ligal and responsible adininislralion. 

In bis capacity of protector, be exercised ibc functions of absolute sove- 
reignly, and the protectorate chictly diffeved from the monarchy it had 
!>up)>\unied, in the superior abilities of its first magistrate. His government 
"US a naked despotism, dependent entirely on the soldiery for su})p(nt. 
Like all ])()wcr grasped by violence, it could only be maintained by violenee. 
>\s the lights of all bad been subverted, any attempt at legaliiy, to give 
expression to the popular will, endangered his domination. The return of 
I'eace was doubly disadvantageous to him, as it is to all usurpations founddl 
*>n the sword ; first, by atlbrding leisure to investigate his title, and secondly, 
ky lessening the ascendancy of the military power. Had his life been 
piolungod, it is doubtful whether he would have been able long to wirli- 
the hourly increasing diflicuUics of liis position. He was the centre 
‘‘"d almost only support of his own system, and men acquiesced in it as 
Vikely to be a short-lived evil, from deference to his groat abilities, gratitude 
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for his services to the commonwealth, and probably from the difficulty, 
originating in tlicir own divisions, of agreeing in any other by which it 
could be superseded. 

The internal government of the protector was distinguished by watcliful- 
ness and energy. He stopt at no illegality that would fortify his power. 
By means of spies lie frustrated the plots of his enemies at home and 
abroad. If the regular tribunals were not sufficient to destroy a victim, he 
erected special ones for tlie purpose. Arbitrary imprisonments in the 
Tower upon short written orders, without formal warrant or expressed cause 
of commitment, were practised. Frequently the disaffected were sold for 
slaves to the West Indies (Hal. Const. Hist. ii. 368): he punished them 
by confiscations, by placing them judicially and fiscally at the mercy of his 
military satraps. 

These severities were not the wantonness of tyranny, but the indispens- 
able guarantees of unlawful power. Naturally Cromwell inclined to mercy 
and forgiveness, rather than vindictive cruelty. He was frank, jocular, and 
affable; bold, magnanimous, and just. His position made him a tyrant; a 
sanguine temperament, a religious enthusiast ; policy and ambition, a wily 
dissembler ; and, perhaps, thougli that is more questionable, a hypocrite. In 
his private relations he was unexceptionable; a dutiful son, an affectionate 
father and husband. It is ])ropcr also to observe, in answer to the self- 
seeking imputed to him, that on the commencement of the struggle between 
Charles and his parliament, he did not wait to sec which was the strongest, 
but fearlessly girt his sword on the patriot side. His great crime was the 
common one of statesmen ; he did not prefer the public weal to his own 
aggrandisement. 

The national cliaracter abroad received new lustre under the protectorate. 
But the wisdom of Cromwell’s foreign policy has been differently con- 
strued. One party has urged that he ought to liave formed an alliance 
with Spain, in preference to France, a growing rival power : another, that 
a war with Spain was politic, as exposing to our arms her transatlantic 
possessions. True w isdorn, })crhaps, consisted in abstaiiiing from an offen- 
sive alliance with either belligerent, and the maintenance of a strict 
neutrality. But Cromwell repeated the errors of Charles I. Botli tried to 
govern without parliaments, and both plunged the country into impoverisli- 
ing foreign wars, which entailed expenses that mainly contributed to the 
embarrassment of tlieir govcrmucuts. 

Although the protector was more eminent for shrewd practical sense 
than intellectual acquirements, he was not insensible to the claims of genius 
and literature. He saved the tw'o imiver.sitics from being over-run by a 
ruthless fanaticism. He fimnded a college at Durham ; purchased and 
presented to Dublin university the library of archbishop Usher; employed, 
patronised, or pensioned Milton, Waller, Usher, Andrew Marvell, Dr. 
Pell, and Hartlib; and offered, it is said (Mac. Hist., vi. 204), a secre- 
taryship to Hobbes, the philo^ pher of Malmesbury. 

Apart from “ the good old cause,” which Oliver embroiled or defeated, 
his history presents many re lcemiug excellences. His crime was ambition. 
His capacity for governing men, and moulding them to his purposes, all 
allow to have hecn wonderful ; but bis abilities were executive rather than 
projective. Boldness, energy, and decision were the active talents which 
placed him in the foremost rank of military commanders, and in war was 
his chief distinction. He was an adjunct of the times, the natural pro- 
duct of his age. Most political convulsions elicit some master-spirits to 
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fudhion and direct tlieni. Buonaparte was the giant child of the French re- 
volution, — Cromwell, of the commonwealth. Had the latter lived, or been 
otherwise constituted than he was — had he been more of a philosopher, and 
less of an enthusiast — or liad he been more of a legislator, and less of an 
adroit politician, he would not have achieved his greatness. Appearing 
during a civil war inflamed by religious contests, he came out in season, 
and his extraordinary but peculiar talents of subtlety, fanaticism, and rcso- 
lu’.ion, found an appropriate field for exercise and development. 

It is hard to say whether a zeal for civil or religious freedom was most 
predominant in the strife with Charles Stuart^ Though the country was 
violently agitated during almost twenty years by different sects and parties, 
it does not appear any of them evinced very perfect notions of religious 
t(»lcration. Presbyterians were just as intolerant of popery and prclac}', 
and the iudepciidcuts of (piakers and Unitarians, as the papist had been of 
the Jyollard and Lutlieran. All were persecutors when tlicy had the power ; 
and, in tlie Events and Occurrences” during the commonwealth and pro- 
tectorate, will he found melancholy examples of victims offered to the 
Moloch of persecution. These, however, were rare instances. The right 
of private judgment, claimed by the independents, involved in its devclop- 
luciit universal toleration. Cromwell himself, who favoured tlie indepen- 
dent sectaric.s, was really of a tolerant disposition, and the catholics never 
sulfered so little inohistution as under the protectorate. In 1655 he was 
provoked, by tlic persecution of the Vaudois, to issue a proclamation for 
the enforcement of the jxuuil statutes ; but it was not acted upon. He 
i.ven tolerated Judaism, having permitted the settlement of the Jews iu 
Eiii^daiul after an cNclusion of nearly three centuries, iu spite of thedeiuni- 
ciiitioiis of sfuiie bigoted churclnneu and fawyers. 

It was [)re-emiueiUly a religious age, and the army of the commonwealth 
au extraordinary asse]nl)lage of saintly heroes, who rivalled the crusaders in 
Nalour and holy fervour. 


EVENTS ANT) OCCURRENCES. 


ll'iiVi. (’I'DinwfU, with lu> coun- 

l il ul' puhliKlu-d a dochiratwin, with 

OMMons tor diHsoivioj^’ tlie p.iilia;n<-iit, and 
autliori/iti^ all civil otficviM to jirucued, as 
tonm rly, in the* ext cution of their respecMive 
offict's. 

Aldf/ G. Ailtlres^es to (!rumwell and his 
coiiiicil (d t.fliceis, from several counties, aj'- 
I'lovin^ the dissolution of tlie parliaiiuoit. 
and iMomising lo stand hy them. 

Jf/zte 2. Tlie Dutch fleit. under Van 
lioinp, and the Enj^hsh, uinhT general 
Monk, being aliout H)0 men-ofwar on a 
^'ide, engaged off the North Foreland. At 
the fust hroailsidt^ luhnirul Deane was killed 
i'y a cannon hall. The fight lastetl two 
nays, and^the English obtained a gicat 
victory, taking and destroying twenty ot 
UH» enemies’ ships, and pumuing them lo 
their own hnrhonrs. 


Cmmwell i'^sued, in his sole name, 
‘^^tters ot innnionHto 1 56 persons, ehietly re- 
<’^Mnmended hy thecongregationalchutches, 


to appear at Whitehall, the 4th of Jidy. to 
take upon them the administration of the 
government. 

Ju//e 20. Ambassadors arrived fioin Hol- 
land to treat of peace. 

Jti/y *1, The persons snmmonefl by Crom- 
well met ill the conncil-chamher at White- 
hall, to ilu? nomber of about I2(b to whom 
Cromwell declared, th»*y had a clear call to 
t.iko upon them the supreme authority of 
the rommonwealth ; and then pioduce«l an 
instrument, under his own hand and seal, 
whereby ho did, with the advice of his 
officers, devolve the suj'reme authority and 
government of the cominonwcahh into the 
hands of the jiersons met ; and that they, 
or any Ibrty of them, shtuihl he acknow- 
ledgi d the supreme author ty ot the na- 
tion ; hut that they sliouM sit no longer 
than the .3rd of Nvivi tuber, 1(>5I ; and 
three months before their dissidotion, 
should make choi«*e of sucvcssors. who were 
not to sit above a year. Ctomwell assured 
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them ho hail not chosen one ])erson in whom 
he had not this good liope, ‘^That he had 
faith in Jesus Christ, and love to all saints.*' 
This assembly resolved, that no person 
should he admitted to any office or place in 
governTnen^ unless the parliament was sa- 
tisfied of his real godliness ; which occa- 
sioned this convention to be called The 
godly f arliament,'* by others, ** The little 
or barebone’s parliament,” from one Praise- 
God liarebor.e, a learhet seller in Fleet- 
street, who distinguished himself by his 
speeches. • 

J///y o. Ciomwell and his officers being 
witlulrawn, the as'Cmbly adjvairned to the 
nest day in the parliament-house, and being 
met, cho-e Francis Rouse, pr >vost of Kh.n, 
and a member of tiie long parliament, 
their speaker. 

12. The ierircant-at-arms, Brickhead, 
attended the speaker with the mace. 

*25. The general assembly of Scotland 
bei.'g met at Kdinburgl), colonel Cotterel 
decla red that they ought not to sit without ^ 
authority from the pai liament of Knghttid ; i 
and thereupon dismissed tMem, command- ! 
ing tiiat three of them sboubl nut meet to- j 
get her for the ftiturc. | 

29. The English fle. t. under Monk and 1 
Blake, fought the Dutch, coinmandecl by i 
Van Tromp, upon their own coast, and oh- j 
tained a great victory, destroying thirty of j 
the Dutch men of-war, aud Trump hiufself j 
was killed in the engagement with a musket- 
shot. No '^hips were taken on either side. 
Tlie victors lost two ships, six ca])tains, and 
500 seamen killed. Ic was the seventh 
and last tight between the two common- 
wealths ; all fought within little more than 
the compass of a year. 

‘20. John Lilburne, who liad oj)- 
posed all the governme/its he had lived 
under, ami panicularly Oliver's, being tneil 
for remaiomg in Engl.iml alter an act 
made for his ba iishmeut, was acip.iitted ; 
but it being ascertained that be had been 
ji'otting with the royalists abroad, he w’as 
catnmitted to the Tower. He was in-xt re- 
moved to Klizabeth-castle, Jersey, and dis- 
charged, a little befvire his death, in IG57. 
He died a ipiaker, a new sect which had 
just appeared. 

24. .An act was passed for S' ’emnizing 
marriages by jM>tices of the pmee. 

Oi t. ('uptaiii Ha\ton fell ’.pan a s<^jufi- 
flroii of Freii.h men of-war, and look 
several. 

Aov. 1. Parliament chose o 'kw councii 
of state. 

Dec, 12. It was Uioved in the house, 
that the sitt ng of this parliament any 
longer w«/uld not i e for the good of the 
commonwealth, and that it was fit they 
should resign their power to the lord-gene- 
ral ; iiad the speaker, With many of the 


members, went to Whitehall, where, by a 
writing, they presented to Cromwell a re- 
signation of their power. But some of the 
members continuing still lo sit in the 
house, colonel White came with a guaid, 
and forced them out. This proceeding was 
a mauoDiivre of Oliver and his creatures, 
who had become alarmed at the spirit which 
had begun to appear among some of the 
members to investigate the abuses of tho 
law-courts, the laws and public revenue, 
and the constitution of the existing govern- 
ment. Lambert and the council of officers 
aKo prepared to resign their functions, de- 
claring that the government of the common- 
wealth should li side in a single person, 
Oliver Cromw'ell, the captain- general, ami 
his title should he ‘’Lord Protector of the 
Common wealth of England, Scotlaiul, and 
Ireland.*’ 

Dec, If). The council of officers sent for 
the commissioners of the great seal, with 
the lord-mayor and ablermeu of London, 
and cau-ed to be reail a writing called “ '1 he 
Instrument ; ” by which Cmmwcll was 
made protector. It also stipulatid as fol- 
lows : — 1. A pailiament to be called every 
three years by the protector: 2. The first 
to be assembled on the third of the follow- 
ing Scjdember : 3. No parliament to be 
dissolved till they liave sat five months: 
4. Such hills as were ofFeietl to the pro- 
tector, if not confirmed in twenty days, to 
be laws without : 5. That his council 

should not exceed the number of twenty- 
one, nor be less than thirteen : 0. That no 
; one protector, after the present, should be 
! gciRTal of the army : 7. The protfCtor shall 
i have ]H)wer to make war aud peace: 
H. That the protector and his council may 
make laws, which shall be binding on 
I .subject, during the intervals of paii^rnent. 

I 'i he same afternoon, the protector, aftended 
I by a stiong guard of soldiers, and all the 
j gre.it otficers of s ate, wrh the loid-maycr 
id abicrmeii of London, came from 
Whiteliall to Westminster-hall, and a 
rl/air of state being set for him in the 
chancery -court, he stood on the left of it 
unco\eted, tiil a large willing on parch- 
ment was read, containing the power with 
which he was invested, and how he was to 
govern the three nations, and the oath to 
be taken by him. Having subscribed tbis 
writing, and taken the oaih, tendered him 
by Lisle, one of tlie commissioners of the 
broad seal, he sat down in the chair ol 
state covered, and the coininHSumeis «le* 
livcred up the broad seal to him, and tlie 
lord- mayor bis sword, which he immediati ly 
returned again, and the court arose and 
went to W hitehall, the lord- mayor uii* 
covered, cariyingihe sword befias* the pi‘»- 
tector ill grand procession, (noinw'ell w iis 
dmssed in a s’lit and cloak of black velvet 
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with lonjj t)oofs, ainl a broad gold band protector standing on a platform raised 
round his hat. three steps above ihe iloor, on which tras a 

liy the above instrument of govern*Tient it chair of state. They were instructed to 
was al>o provided, that the luiinber of mem- make three reverences ; one at the entrance, 
bci‘'< for England should not exceed 400 ; a second at the midway, and a third at the 
for Scotland, 30 ; and for Ireland, 30. The lower step, each of which Cromwell ac- 
number of members to be elected for each knowledged by a slight inclination of the 
county and borough are specified an<l regu- head. The ambassadors of the States were 
lated a'*cording to the size of the respec- invited to dine with him. Oliver sate alone 
tive counties; the corporations are allowed on one side of the table ; they, with some 
to choose 1 each, and many of the smaller lords of the council, on the other, 
boroughs excluded, and some new ones, April 5. Peace signed by the States am- 
M.mchester and Leeds, enfranchised, hassadors ; and obtained by promising to 
Only tlie city of London was allowed to i make all damages good that were sustain- 
cb.oose six, and some of the larger cities two ed by the English for nearly thirty years 
each ; the iiHiversilies to chooNU one each. | past. They consented to strike ihe dag to 
None hut persons of integrity to be chosen, ! the English ships, to pay .300,000/. for the 
of which the protector was j'idge. Any per- | affair at Amboyna, and to deliver up the 
son woith ‘200/., and qitiiliBed in point of: island of Polerun iy the East Indies, The 
jirinciples, may he an eh ctor. Sixty mem- ! ratification of peace was presented to 
l ers to ho a quniiim. The persons to he of Cr4)mwell in a silver box. The two pro- 
the protector's council are nominated in vinces of Iloll.ind and Zealand lust 1500 
the instrument, and upon any vacancy, the ships, that were taken by the English, 
parliament are to nominate others ; seven to ' 12. An oidinance by the protector, with 

he a (piornm. A yearly revenue to he raised, advice of his council, fur uniting Scotland 
ftir maintaining 10,000 horse and 20,000 ; into one commonwealth with England, 
foot, and a gooil fleet at sea. The office Map, General Monk, who had been de- 
of lord- protector to he ei<‘ctive, and not corated with a gold chain by the protector, 
hereditary'. Tlie election to he by the conn- returned to his comntaiid in Scotland, and 
:• 1, iinmediati ly after tl»e protector’s death, ' was magnificently entertained at Kdin* 
ind only the royal family disa'oled to be burgh. 

i lectcd. The gieat officers to bti chosen by ; .30. C'hristina, queen of Sweden, resigns 

(•• nsent of parli iineii’, and in the intervals ^ the crown in the twenty-seventh year of 
of parliament, by the counvih All ilonomi- j her age. 

nations of ( hri'tians to bo tolerated hut the | June 23. Southworth, a catholic clergy- 
iliM-iples of popeiy ami » piscoj)acy. The ! man, 72 years of age, executad. On the 
same day a proclamalioii Was published by' j scaffold he reproached his persecutois with 
tliC council, requiring all persons to con- j their inconsistency in taking iqi arms fur 
form and submit themselves to tile govern- j liheity of conscience, vet shedding the 
nu nV thus e>tah.ished ; and the jirotector blood of one who Iiap^u iied to differ with 
was i roclaiined, all over England, with the them m religious opmiou. 
same solemnity as the Kings of England j July (>. Mr. V owel and colonel Gerard 
were heretotore. j condemned for high treason, in conspiring 

IGol. l\h. 8. The protector being in- the death of the protector. Vowel was 
vited to an enteitaiiinumt in the city, | hanged at the Mews-g.ite, and Gerard he- 
weiit in regal state. The city companies headed on Tviwer-h ill, July 10. The same 
placed each siile in all their d.iy Don Pantaloon Sa, the Spanish ani- 
l»ageaiitry, from Temple* bar to Cheapside. lia>sador*s brother, who had quarrelled with 
'ihe lord-mayor and aldermen met him at (ierard, and killed .nnotiter gentleman he 
Temple-bar, i»n horseback, in their scarlet to«>k for him, w'as beheaded on Tower-hill. 
g*wns ; and V'^jner, the lord-mayor, hav- 10. Cieneral Middleton, who commanded 
ing delivered the protector the sword, and for ('harles 11. in Scotland, is routed by 
received ittigain, canried it I areheaded be- 1 .Morgan. 

fore his highness to Grocers’ hall. The pro- ' The Portuguese amhassadi»r goiii^ 

lector at this enteitaiument knighted V’yner. down to (iravesend, in order to embark fur 
JMur.A, The Dutch ambassadors having I’ortugal, was arrested by some merchants 
audience of the protector in the banquet- of Lomhm.ot whom he had borrowed great 
ting-houHe. acquainted him that all the sums i)f money, and prevented proceeding 
provinces had consented to the articles of on his voyage, 

peace, and desired a cessation of arms. Sept. King Chmles, finding his re.si- 

27. Monsieur Bordeaux, ambassador deuce in the French court unacceptable, on 
from the French king to Gromwell, made account of the tR»aty between that crown 
his public entry, and on the ‘29th had his and Cromwell, removed l’r<n« thence the he- 
J'udience at the hanqiietting-rooni, White- ginning of June last ; and having spent 
Kail, Ambassadors w'ere received by the Home time with his sister, the princess ol 
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Orange, at A\%. la Chapelle, }te about thii 
lime came with hiu little court to Cologne, 
where he resided about two yoars and a 
half. 

Sept, 3. Being Sunday, the parliament of 
the three kingdoms met, and, after hearing 
a sermon in the abbey, attended the pro- 
tector to the painted chamber, where he 
made a short speech to them, and direct- 
ed them to go to their house, and adjourn 
themselves to the next day. 

4, Cromwell came to VVestrninster-ab- 
hey in royal state, and having heard a ser- 
mon, went to the painted chamber, where 
seating himself, and the members sitting 
uncovered upon benches, he put off* his hat, 
and made them a long speech, principally 
to show the advantages the nation had al- 
ready reaped from his administration, and 
denounced those religious and political 
levellers who would destroy liberty, pro- 
perty, law, and religion, to introduce their 
visionary schemes. The members being re- 
tired to their house, chose Lenthall their 
speaker, who had been speaker of the long 
parliament. 

12. Great debates happening in the 
house, as to the legality of the present par- j 
liarnent and the “ instrument’' of goveni- 
meiit, the protector came to the painted 
chamber, and sent for the members, and 
severely reprehended their presumption ; 
after which he placed a guard at the door 
of the house, and would sufl'er none to 
enter who would not subscribe a recogni- 
tion, ** That he would be true and faithful 
to the lord-protector ; and that ho would 
not ]»ropose or give consent to alter the go- 
vernment, as it is settled in one single Iver- 
son and a parliament.” Whereupon 130 of 
the members signed it the first day, and 
more of the members afterwards, to the 
number of 300. Bradshaw, Harrison, 
Haslerig, and other republicans refused to 
sign it. The house endeavoured to explain 
away the force of the recognition, and re- 
solved, That it did not e> hiad to the whole 
42 articles contained in the insrrumeiit of 
government, but only to that which de- 
clared the government to be in a single 
person and successive parliaments.” 

19. Fleetwood, who had married Ire- 
ton’s widow (CromwelPs daughter), was 
made governor of Ireland, and two ^oars 
alter was succeeded by Henry Cromwell, 
son of the protector. 

29. Cromwell having taken a fa oy to 
drive his own carriage, is thrown on the 
pole, and his life in jeopardy. A pistol, 
which be had concealed on his person, went 
off during the accident. 

Oct. 19. A grand debate in the house 
whether the protectorship should be elective 
or hereditary, a nd the affirmative carried by 
a majority of 209 to 60. 


The kirk of Scotland refused to ob.serve 
the fast-day ordered by the protector, it 
being their principle, Not to receive a7iy 
directions fur the keeping fusts from the 
civil magisty'atel* 

The parliament voted Cromwell to be 
lord-protector dining life. 

Oct, 24. Voted, That no law should be 
altered or repealed, or new laws made, or any 
tax imposed, but by assent of parliament.^ 

27. Voted, “ That a new parliament 
should be assembled every tliird year, hut 
not to sit above six months, unless prolong- 
ed by act of parliament. ” 

30. That learned anticiuary, Mr. John 
Seidell, died. 

Nov, 17. Cromwell’s mother died, and 
was buried in West minster-abbey ; she was 
daughter of sir Richard Stewart. 

30, The house inquires into the theolo- 
gical opinions of John Buldle, who may be 
styled the father of the English Unitarians. 
The presbyterians in the commons ordered 
his books to be burnt : next year the same 
party prosecuted him for blasphemy, as a ca- 
pital offence. Tlie dissolution saved his life, 
and Cromwell sent him to the castle of St. 
Mary, in Scilly, where he allowed him a 
pension of 100 crowns for his support. He 
died in Newgate, in 1662. 

Dec. 5, Vote for choosing successive 
protectors. Voted, That Whitehall, St. 
James’s, the Mews, Somerset-house, (ireeu- 
wich, Hamptoii-court, and the manor of 
York be kept unsold for the protector’s Use.” 

Voted, that 200,000/. a year shall be set- 
tled on tlie protector anil his successors. 
According to a statement of a sub-commit- 
tec of the commons, the following was the 
amount of the revenue of tlie three king- 
doms : — £ 


Excise and customs in England , 
Excise and customs in Scotland . 
Excise and customs in Ireland . 
Monthly assessments in England 
Monthly assessments in Ireland . 
Monthly assessments iu Scotland 
Crown revenue in Guernsey and 
J ersey .... 

Crown revenue in Scotland 
Estates of papists and delinquents 
in England . . • 

Estates of papists anif dtdinquents 
iu Scotland . • • 

Rent of houses belonging to the 
crown • . . . 

Post-office . 

Exchequer revenue . 

Probate of wills • 

Coinage of tin . 

Wine licences . • . • 

Forest of Dean . 

Fines on alieu/ition , 


80,000 

10,000 

20,000 

720,000 

96,000 

96.000 

2,000 

9,000 

60.000 
30 000 


1,2')0 

10.000 

20.000 

10,000 

2,000 

10,000 

4.000 

20,000 


£.1,200,000 
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since the usurpation of Cromwell, put torth 
some able pamphlets, and the protectoi’ 
unable to coiicihate the republican party, 
which he had abandoned, summoned Ibnr 
of their leaders, Bradshaw, Ludlow, Vane, 
and Rich, to ai)pear before the council 
(Coat. Mac. Hist, vi., 21 n). The result was, 
that Bradshaw was removed from the chief- 


16.55. Jan. *22. Parliament not answeriinr 
the protector’s expectations, he dissolved 
thcvti, after they bad sat barely live lunar 
inonllis, according to one of the articles in 
his instrument of government. 

lilur, 11. Sir Joseph WagstafFe, colonel 
Peiiruddock, and others, as.sembltd about 

200 horse, and pn claimed the king at Sa- -li i . 

lisburv ; they took Ciomw'ell’s judges and justiceship of Chester, \ ane committed to 
sheritr prisoners, who held the assize there ; Carisbnxdce-castle, Ludlow discliarged on 
Imttbey wv re soon suppressed. Wagsiaffe bail, and Rich imprisoned at ^ uidsor. 
escaped beyond sea ; Peiiruddock was con- HarilMm, the anabaptist, who had a fust 
fl. limed and executed at Exeter, May 16, assisted Cromwell in his amiatious objects 
] 655 ; as were several other gentlemen there, from godly motives, but deserled him when 
at Salisbury, and other places ; and many be found he had no intention ot e>tal)hsh- 
more sold to the ^Yest Indies for slaves. ing the kingdom ot Christ, wa.s conhned in 


1 I. The (juarterly expenses of the pro- 
leet..r’s family amounted to 35,00(1/. 

Manning, who lietrayed tlie king at (‘o- 
logiie, and was tin; occa.sion of tlie niin of 
many of tlie royalists, by ihe intelligence | 
he sent to ( roniwell, was shot in (h i many, i 
31. Dr. James Usher, archbishop of ^ 


Pendennis-castle in Cornwall. Lord il- 
lougbby and other royalists were committed 
to the Tower. 

Tlie protector ordi‘red a fust, and a col- 
lection for the persecuted protestants in 
Piedmont. 

OcL Order of council against publishing 


Aimairti, aiul vvinialf >if itchiud, died, .aid j any ncwsiiarer wnlio>it leave of the secre- 
'.as h'uiied nt (hoiowoU’s ehaige.iuWest- ! tary of state ; and aiiut.het order against 

publishing unUceU'ed books and pamph- 


ininster-abbcy, the 1 7th of .Yjail. 

Jpril 3. An ordinance of the protectoi’s, 
for better regulating the jurisdiction of the 
Court of chancery, commanded to Vie put in 
execution; and the 6th of June following, 
M'liitelock and 'Widdringtoa, two of the 


lets. The protector divided England and 
Wales into twelve districts, and in every 
district \»laecd a major-general,^ who had 
not only an absolute command of the forces 
in Ins division, but a very great power in 


H lllieiOCli anu lUUIlllUVOU, HTW w* ,..v ... _ '’ \ \ \ ..u iU,:. 

cominis.i..nvrs of the broad »«al, were tt,rn«l civil causes. Ihrse KoueiaW had all the 
out for uot ohevinn i- , aud the seal was com- autliority which was 

nutted to colohel Fieiiiios aud major Lisle, comimtue men. justices of the peaie, aud 

A J)ntch caricature reinesents the ser- other tdiicers. l hey comnutted all suspected 


vilil y with which the courts of France and 
Spam had sought the alliance of the pro- 
tector: the sSpanish ambassador approach- 
ing. in humble posture, the lord-]u*otector, 
to perform a most degrading ofKce ; while 
the French ainba sador, eagerly puUiug 
him back, says, (-iive place, sir, — that ho- 
nour belongs to my master.” 

All ordiii'tuce by (boiii well’s Side aiitlio- 
rity, whereby all with estate.s above 100/, 
a year, that had borne arms tbr the king, 
or declar’d themseUes in his interest, were 
to pay a tenth j'art of their property to sup. 
pert the cliarge of the coniinonwealtb, 


persons, levied monies^ se.piestered those who 
refused to pay, and had power to list horse 
and foot upon occasion, and Irurn them 
lay 110 appeal but to the protector himself. 

24. Articles of peace between England 
and France signed, m d piMcbdmed on the 
28th of November. By tliis treaty it was 
agreed that (homwell should send 6060 
men to the assistance of the French in the 
Netherlands, against the Spaniaids ; that 
Dunkirk and Mardyke should be invested 
by their united forces, and when taken, put 
into the hands of the English.; and th. t 
neither king (Ibiivles or ihe princes his 


port the charge ot me coinmonwearui, - - i 

w it liout regard to former compositions, or of brothers, should be siiileref 
any ariicles up«.n wliich they Mirrendered. E ranee. (aomwell won ' 

Apr. I Admiral lVim and Venables ar- Fieiioh hint; ‘'“'J i,;^ 


lived at St. Domingo, but were uusiiccoss- 

ful there. They next set sail for the island name after lus ow'n, 
of Jamaica, which they took from the E'raiice and .England, 

SiKuiards. the 3rd of May, and the Knglish Xov. 2. A eoimmttee was aupoii 

1 — -- -A 1 .. c ;* promoting and encouraging trade ami com 

.*rce. . , 

Ufc. Instructions to the major-generals 


Nov. 2. A 

have remained in possession of it since. 

Admiral Blake about the same time bat- merce, 
teied Tunis, destroyed nine ships in the 


this treaty, and obliged him to set his 
after his ow'n, as protector both of 

ointed for 


teieil Tunis, destroyed nine ships in the lusiruc.xu..- 

harbour, and compelled the Tunisians to to take security of all ^ J t i 

release the Ehiglish captives. arms fur the knig, for t leir 1’^ ' 

Sept, Penn and Venables returned from liemeuuoiir and obedience o i 1 


Sept, 

America, and were both, for ill conduct. 

Sent to the Tower. 

Vane, who had been living in retirement j England. 


government. , . . 

1 656. Feb» 16. Spain declared war against 
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jlprtt, A quuker in Colchester starved 
himself to death iipun presumption that he 
could fast forty days. 

Sep/, Several Spanish galleons were de- 
stroyed by the English fleet near Cadiz, 
and one of them was taken with a prodi- 
gious treasure on board, amounting to two 
millions of dollars. 

17. Cromwell’s third parliament met, to 
whom he made a speech in the painted 
chamber, but he suffered none to enter the 
house who were not approved by his coun- 
cil, and had obtained a certificate to that 
effect. A motion was made by one Pack, 
an alderman of London, to invest Crom- 
well with the title of king, which was 
secondid by a great many members, some 
of them his known enemies, and opposed 
by some of bis intimate fiientls ; however, 
it was carried by a majority, that the crown 
should he offered to the j)rotoi‘tor. Sir T. 
Widdrington was chosen speaker. One 
hundred members were refused admittance 
into the house, refusing to sign the engage- 
ment. 

Oct, 27. The protector came to the paint- 
ed chamber, and )^assed an act, that the 
passing of bills shciuld not determine the 
present pirliament. Another for renouncing 
and disannulling the pretended title of 
Charles Stuart ; and a third for the security 
of the ])rotector’s person, in which it was 
made high treason to conspire his death. 
A fourth for taking away the court of 
wards ; and a filth l^or the exportation of 
several of our native commodities. 

31. A committee was appointed to ex- 
amine into the blasphemy of James Naylor, 
the quaker, who personated Jesus Christ at 
Bristol and other places. 

Dec, 8. Resolve d, that James Naylor is 
guilty of horrid blasphemy, and that he is 
a grand impostor, and a great seducer of 
the people. 

17. The speaker pronounced judgment 
against Naylor, that he be wViipped and 
pilloried, and his tongue bored through 
with a hot iron. Naylor had been dis- 
charged from the army as invalid, and 
parliament would have acted more credita- 
bly by sending liim to a Jiinalic asylum, 
than spending their lime in devising cruel 
punishments. 

Cromwell, desirous of increasing the po- 
pulation and prosperity of the Wes India 
colonies, ordered all females of disorderly 
lives to he arrested and shipped for Barba- 
does. He had on a former occasion, for si- 
milar purposes (Ling. Hist., xi. 260), forci- 
bly taken up 1000 young girls in Ireland, 
and sent them to Jamaica. 

1657. Jarf, 19. A plot discovered against 
the protector. Miles Syndercombc, who 
had been cashiered in Scotland, conspired 
with one Cecil, and one troop of Croinweli’s 


lifeguard, to kill the protector ; but .Syii. 
dercombe was betrayed by his confederates, 
and condemned to die ; the judges declar- 
ing it to be treason ly the common law, to 
con.spire the death of any chief magistrate, 
whether king or protector. 

J/trr, A rising of the fifth-monarchy 
men, who sought to establish Christ’s king- 
dom, and make the Bible tlw law of the 
land. Veiiner, a wine-cooper, was the chief 
conspirator. A few arrests were the only 
result. 

23. Treaty of alliance, between England 
and France, against Spain. 

'/pr. 13. A committee of parliament of- 
fered their reasons to the protector for his 
accepting the title t)f king. Whitelock, a 
wily lawyer, urged that the title of King 
was iii)t only by an original common con- 
sent, but that the law fitted thereto ; and 
that a new title must have a new constitu- 
tion to make the laws relate unto it ; and, 
that no new constitution could be so firm 
as the restitution of the old one would pro- 
bably be. 

20. Lambert, Pride, Desborougb, Crom- 
well's brother-in-law, and Fleetwood, Ids 
son-in-law, with other officers of the army, 
petitioned against his accepting tlie title of 
king, and threatened him if he did. 

Blake attacked the fleet of Spanish gal- 
leons as they lay under the castles in tin* 
Canaries, and burnt them all. He died on 
the 17th of August, on his re»urn home, and 
was buried, September J, at Cromweir» ex- 
pense, in Henry Vll.’s chapel, in grand 
style. He was an inflexit)le republican and 
sectarian, who had been engaged in hosti- 
lities, by sea or land, since the commence- 
ment of the civil war. Blake, in bis early 
days, had stood candidate for a fellowship 
at Oxford, but TBrodie, Biif. Eirp. iv. ,317) 
lost it from lowness of stature. 

Afay 8. The protector having weighed 
the consequences of taking the regal title, 
commanded the parliament to attend him 
in the banqueting-room, where be made 
them a speech, concluding, ‘‘ That he could 
not, with a g* od conscience, accept tlic go- 
vernment under the title of king.” 

2.5’. Parliament waited upon Cromwell 
with another petition, desiring him to exe- 
cute the office of chief magistrate of the 
three kingdoms, under the title tif lord pro- 
tector; in this new instrument they en- 
larged the powers he had assumed to him 
self in his first instrument of government ; 
tiicy empowered him to nominate his suc- 
cessor, to create a second legislative cham- 
ber, which, to avoid offence to the repiih- 
licans, was to he styled not the upper, hut 

the other house,” and gave Iffm the 
annual sum of 1,300,000/. for the support 
of his government. 

June 26. Cromwell was again iiiaugii' 
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rated in his office of protector in Westmin- 
stcr-hall. The ceremony beinj^ emled, he 
went in state to Westmiiister-hall gate, 
where he took coach and went to the house, 
and passed several bills. TJie same day 
the parliament was adjourned to the 20th 
of January. 

Juhj 30. Dr. William Harvey, who first 
clearly established the circulation of the 
blood, died. 

Nu%\ 11, Cromwell marries his young- 
est daughter Frances to Mr. Rich, a grand- 
child of the earl of Warwick. On the i7lh 
his thirtl daughter Mary, was married to 
lord Falconbridge ,* the following is the 
style ill which the latter event was an- 
nounced ill the couit gazette of the day ; — 

Whitehall, Tuesday, November 17. Yes- 
terday al’ternooii his highness went to 
llamptoii-conrt, and this day the most 
illustrious lad}', the lady Mary Cromwell, 
third daughter of his higlmehS the lord pro- 
tector, was t! ere inairied to the most noble 
lord, the lord Falconbridge, in the presence 
of their highnesses and muny noble per- 
sons.” — Mere. Nov. 111. 

Dec. 7. Cromwell sent an agent to the 
duke of Savoy, to negotiate in favour of his 
protestant siil)jects. 

II. Writs were issued to several per- 
sons, to the number of sixty, to give their 
attendance at Westminster, and compose a 
house of lords, 

25. Croiinvell dispersed several congre- 
gations that were iiut together to com- 
memorate the birth of Jesus Christ. 

The protector’s iidiiiiuistratiun was ex- 
tremely vigilant. Tiiurloe, his secretary, 
bad spies eveiy where. Manning, who had 
access to the royal family, had kept a regu- 
lar corresi)Oiidence with him. Posunasters, 
botli at home and abroad, were in his pay ; 
carriers were searcluul or bribed ; secreta- 
lies and clerks were corrujited. The great- 
est zealots in all parlies were commonly 
those who coiiveyecl private information to 
him. It is said he expended 60,000/. a- 
year in procuring intelligence. Burnet says 
the royalists were completely entangled in 
hi.i nets, and they could not make the least 
nutvement without being discovered. He 
could disconcert aiiy^ project by confining 
the jiersons wlio were to be tlie actors in 
it ; and as he restored them again to liberty, 
his severity passed only for u general sus- 
picion. 

1658. Jan, 20, The commons met, as 
did also the new-created house of peers, in 
pursuance of tlieir summons from C’rom- 
weil ; he sent for the commons up to the 
upper house by live black red tlie same 
day, and then made a speech to both 
holl^es, which ho l>egun in the royal style 
“ My lords, and gentlemen of the house o: 


commons.” Then he ordered his lurJ 
keeper FienncvS to deliver his mind more 
,t large ; whereupon Fiennes made a lung 
speech, and insisted much upon the adapta- 
tion of the present constitution to the genius 
of the English. The commons re-adinit- 
ed their excluded members, and exclaimed 
against the constituting a house of lords, 
and even questioneil the protector’s autho- 
ity to summon them. In the lords were 
several gentlemen of ancient families, and 
some of the colonels and officers of the 
.rmy ; but none of the nobility, except Ind 
Eure, sat in the house ; the earl Warwick, 
hough allied by marriage to Cromwell, 

fused to sit with colonel Hewsoii and 
colonel Pride, the first having been a shoe* 
luiker, and the other a drayman. 

Feb, 4. The protector finding the com- 
mons about to unravel all his schemes, 
came to his house of peers and sent for the 
commons, and after he had made a speech 
setting forth the plots against his autho- 
rity, and declaring that he would have 

kept under a ivoodside a flock of sheep, 
rather than undertake such a government, 
he proceeded to dissolve, after sitting four- 
teen days, this his fourth and last parlia- 
ment. 

General Lambert was dismissed fntmhis 
prefeiments because he refused to take the 
new oath of allegiance to the protector 
iinjhjy without reference to the common- 
wealth. He retired on a pension of 2000/. 
ill lieu of 10/. per diem, which he had 
before received. Upon Cromwell being 
coufirme<l in the protectorate, he called his 
eldest son Richard to court, and made him 
chancellor of Oxfonl. 

Mar, 17. A plot of the cavaliers against 
Cromwell was discovered ; whcreujHJii he 
sent for the lord mayor and aldermen, and 
ordered them to provide for the defence td* 
the city. A pamphlet was published, en- 
titled ” Killing no Murder,” generally as- 
cribed to colonel Titus, but by Mr. Godwin, 
on the Huthoiity of Thurloc, to colonel 
Sexhy, a stanch republican, wbo soon after 
died suddenly in the Tower. This pamphlet 
gave Crom^vell great uneasiness ; he wore 
armour under his clothe.^, carried pistols in 
his pocket, and changed his bed-chamber 
almost every night, Cromwell, afraid to 
trust common juries, erected a high court 
»f justice for the trial of the conspirators. 

June 2. Sir Henry Slingsby and Dr. 
Hewet were condemned as traitors, and 
beheaded the 8ih ; but Mr. Mordaunt, 
another conspirator, was saved by bis wife 
bribing the chief witness to abscond. 

17, Dunkirk surrendered to the French, 
and was pvit info iVve hands oV \be English. 

Aug. 6. Mrs, Claypole, Ciomwell's eldest 
daughter, died, of cancer and grief, Iroin 
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the death of her son. The protector was 
confined with gout at the time, and deeply 
regretted the loss of this his favourite 
daughter. 

The French, by the assistance of the 
English, over-ran great part of Flanders, 
taking Winoxburgh, Fumes, Menin, Oude- 
iiard, and Vpres. 

Aug, 12. Cromwell being taken ill of a 
fever at Hamptoii-conrt, returned ro White- 
hall, where he died Sept. 3, in the OOth year 
of his age, having lield the title (d protector 
four years, eight months and eighteen 
days. It was the anniver.sary of his two 
greatest victories, Dunbar and Worcester; 
and on the same day hapjiened the great- 
est storm of wind that ever was kiiowm. It 
is doubtful whether he appointi d his son 
Richard his successor. When one of his 
physicians expressed some, apprehensions 
of danger, fn.m the intermis>ion of his 
pulse, he answeied, God a'sured him of l is 
recovery ; for his chaplains who were dls- 
pcr.'<ed in ••everal parts of the j ahice to pray 
for his recovery, all of them brought him 
this answer of their prayers, he sliall re- 
cover. But finding his dissolution ap- 
proaching, he in prired of his chaplains, 
whether a man could fall from grace To 
whicli being answered, he could not, he 
replied, 1 am safe, for I am sure 1 was 
once in a state of grace."’ 

Hept, 4. Richard Cromwell, the lute 
protectors eldest son, was proclaimed lord 
protector. lie received the compliments of 
condolence and congratulation from the 
foreign ministers, from tiie army and navy, 
from 100 congregations and churches, and 
from counties, cities, and boroughs, with 
promises of adhering to his higlniess with 
their lives and fortunes against all oppose rs. 

Oct. 14. Fleetwood made lieutenant- 
general of the forces, in compliance with 
the petiti»)n of the officers. 

Nqv. 23. The late protector was buried 
with great pomp in Henry Vllth's chapel, 
in Westminster abbey, after lying in state 
in Somerset house, at the expence of 
60.000/. The charge for black cloth only 
was 6,920/. The coffin contaiiiing the 
body of Cromwell, had been jirivateJy de- 
j^o.sited some time belbrc in H'est minster 
abbey, and it was only to liis efiigy these 
costly honours were now paid. 

1659, Jan. 27. Ricliard int parlia- 
ment, and matle a speech to boll, houbes, j 
after which commissioner Fi/L'Ui.es made j 
another. Mr. Chaloner Chute was cho^en 
speaker of the cominf)ns This parliament 
had been elected according to the ancient 
system of election: it divided into three 
distinct parties 1. Trotectoiists ; about 
one half the members, consisting of Scutcli 
and Irit»h representatives named by the 


executive, and of actual and expectant 
placemen, mostly lawyers, to the number of 
170. 2. Rejmblicaiis, who did not amount 

to fifty ; but in that number were Brad- 
.shaw, Ilasleiig, Vbiue, Ludlow, Okey, 
Scot, Weaver, and Walcot, whose energy, 
eloquence, and ability were pre-eminent. 
F'airfax. who had again appeared on the 
stage, also ranked in their number, though 
a concealed royalist. 3. About 100 mode- 
rates, waiters on providence, and masked 
.Stuart ites. 

Mar, 2S. Tlie commons resolved to trans- 
act business with the other house. In the 
examination of accounts, the anmiul income 
f the three kingdoms came to 1,848,717/. 
and the yearly expence to 2.201.540/. and 
to maintain the conquest of Scotland cost 
yearly 163,019/. Complaints were made 
of royalists having been sold for slaves in 
the West Indies. 

Apr,G. Fleetwood and Deshorongh, who 
headed the Wallingtord-honse paity, con- 
sisting of republican commoners, and a 
section of tbe army, demand of the protec- 
tor the dissolution of parliament. 

22. Parliament (Iissolve<l by preebuna- 
tiun; after which Richard withdrew to 
Ilampton-court, and Ids authority cea.»-ed, 
tlioiigh the government continued in his 
name. 

J/ay 6. FKehvoud and the geiural oiU- 
cers pul lished a declaration, inviting the 
members of the long parliament to leluru 
to their seats, and re-establish in its inte- 
grity the ‘good old cause.’ 

7. Leiilhail the speaker, and several of 
the members of the long parliament, met 
in the house of commons to the number of 
about forty-one ; but Pryiine and other of 
the prcsbyleriaii members who were ex- 
cdudtd in the year 16 18, attempting to 
enter with them, they were stopt. They 
pnblislied a declaration, setting iorth theii 
intentions to preserve liberty, ])roj)erty, 
aiul magistracy, without a “ biiigle j)ersoii, 
kingship, or liouse of peers uiitl emn- 
in uided that all writs, patents, should 
run again in the name of the keepers (4’ 
tlie liberties of Kngland, 

21. Treaty of the Hague between Kng- 
land, France, anil Holland, to maintain the 
equilibrium of the north. 

25. Richard made his submission to 
parliament, when they made provision for 
his debts and support, and ordered him to 
quit Whitehall in six days. After the rcs- 
' jrathm, he went to France, and continued 
some yeans in obscurity in Paris ; but iqion 
the rumour of war between France and 
Kngland, he lemoved to Geneva. Some 
years before Churl is 11. died, he ifeturned 
to England, and died at CUeshuiit in 
Hertfordshire. 
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June 8. A statement of the i^iiblic debts 
Was presented to the house by colonel 
Downes, from the committee of inspection, 
whereby it appeared that there was owiii}' 
to the i«*. 

Land forces of Enj^land, Scotland, 
and If-elaud, to the ‘20th of 
June 1659 .... 600,941 
Tothena,ry .... 692,640 
That the j^rowing charge to the 
1 st Dec. 1 659, fur the land forces 
amounted to . . • 447, 2J6 

And for the navy . . . 607,645 


Making in all 


£2,348,466 


Ju/fe 22. Letters arrived of Henry Crom- 
well’s submission to the government : he 
was then lord-lieuttMiant of Ireland. 

Au<j, 1. ('harles II. removed fnmi Brus- 
sels to Calais, to be ready, if occasion offer- 
ed, to come over. 

A general insurrection organized by the 
old club of royalists in London, called ‘The 
sealed knot it was discovered by sir 
Richard Willis, who had long been the 
paid spy of Ch'oinwell amo«»g the royalists, 
and btdl gave intelligence ; most of the 
leaders were taken and committed to pri- 
son : only sir George Bootli and sir Tlui- 
mas Middleton assembled about 30110 men 
and took possession of Chester on the 19th. 
These Lambert engaged near Nantwich, 
and routeii them, and sir George was alter- 
wards taken prisoner at Newport Pagnel, 
in a woman's habit, on the 23rd. 

Of'/. 5. Desborough presents a threat- 
ening petition to parliament from the coun- 
cil of tirticers. 

12. l\irliament, after three days’ debate 
on the army's petition, dejirives of their 
Commissions Lambert, DeslKirough, an<l 
other otlicers, for their violence, winch oc- 
casioned a mutiny amonst the soloiers. 

13. Lambert with the military met the 
speaker going to parliament with his life- 
guards, dismounted tile officer that com- 
manded them, aiul turned the speaker 
l)Mck with his guards. He <leposed the 
parlijiment again, and with his officers 
assumed sovereign power. 

14. The officers of the army appointed 
fleet wood their general. After a lapse 
of ten days, a new council was formed fo 
carry on the government, consisting of 
Lambert. Fleetwood, Desborouglv Berry, 
Vane, Whilelock, Sydenham, Harrington, 
Salway, and \V aiiton. 

26. The officers constituted a council 
of twenty -three ineti, most of them general 
otlicers, to take upon them the government, 
and these they called a committee of 
I'afety, n ipnviug all people to oliey them, 
till another form of government should be 


erected, which they declared should ty 
without a single person, kingship or lords. 

Oct. 29. Letters arrived that Monk was 
dissatisfied with the proceedings of the 
army, and that he had secured Berwick. 

31. Serjeant Bradshaw, the president 
of the high court of justice that condemn- 
ed the king, died of a quartan ague, which 
had hebl him a year. A few days before, 
in parliament, ho boldly protested against 
the recent military usurpation ; and m his 
last moments affirmed, that were he again 
to sit in judgment upon Charles I. he 
would vote as lie had done. 

Nov. 1. Tlie committee of safety consti- 
tuted Whitelock keeper of the great seal. 

‘2. Letters arrived from Edinburgh, that 
Monk and many of the officers hail de- 
clared for the parliament against the officers 
jf the army of Kuglaiul ; and that Monk 
lad imprisoned some of his officers, and 
:urned out others, that did not agree with 
him. 

.'). Commissions were issued Viy the com- 
mittee of safety for raising L.rces, and 
;rci.cral Lambert marched northward. 

ll). Letters were sent from the fleet, and 
from the officers m Ireland to Monk, pro- 
posing an accommodation between him and 
the army of England. 

12. Three commissioners arrived at Lon- 
don from Monk, to treat with commission- 
ers from the committee of safety. 

17. lA‘ttei-s arrived, that general Monk 
had summoned a convention in Scotland, 
and told them, he had a call trom (xud and 
man to march into England, to settle the 
peace tb.ere ; he required them to suppress 
all insurrections in his absence, ainl de- 
manded money for his troops, which they 
promi>ed to levy. 

18. Monk encamped at Coldstream near 
Berw ick.where he continued about a month. 
Lambert remained with bis forces, consist- 
ing of about 12,000 men, at Newcasde. 

24. The governor of Portsmouth declared 
for the parliament. The cMinnittee of 
safety sent and blocked up the town, but 
the soldieis deserted and were received into 
the town. Vice-admiral Lawson entered 
the Thames to support the Parliament. 
Desborough’s regiment also dedaicd for 
the parliament. 

/M\ 24. I'ho authority of the committee 
)f .safety expired, and the famous li)ngpar- 
iament resumed the government. General 
Fairfax declared for a tree parliament, and 
was joined by great numbers of gentlemen 
on Marstou-moor ; whereupon Lambert s 
forces at Newcastle deserted bun, and join- 
ed Fairfax, who took ]H)ssession 
and opened a covrespoiulence with 

1660. Jan. 1. Being Sunday, Monk 

vassefl ovcv the T«e.a, »»it niatclied into 
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Knglanc]} with four regiments of horse, am. 
six of foot. He received a letter from the 
parliament to stop his journey, but paid no 
regard to it. 

Jan. 9. Lambert, sir Henry Vane, an 
several others of tlie committee of safety, 
were confined by tlie parliament. Monk 
advanced to York with his army, where he 
was entertained by lord Fairfax, wlio with 
the gentry of Yorkshire addressed him to 
procure a free parliament. 

16. Scot and Kobinson, the republican 
commissioners from the parliament, met 
Monk at Leicester, and discouraged ^he atl- 
dresses made to him fora free parliament. 

Feb. 1. An order for the sokiiers in and 
about London to march out, and make room 
for Monk’s soldiers, as he rerpjired in his 
letters from St. Alban’s, dated the liSih of ^ 
January. j 

4. Monk marched into London, and • 
look up })is fpiarters in Whitehall. Monk’s | 
army consisted of near 6000 men, and the ; 
parliament’s regiments in London of 10,000 i 
horse aud foot. I 

6. Monk was introduced into the par- 
liament-house, where he made a speecli, 
and among other t hings desired they would 
he careful that neither the cavalier nor fana- 
tic party have a >hare in the civil or military i 
power j but desired that the presbyteriau | 
members, forcibly sechuh^d in 1648, miglit j 
be admitted without any previous oath or 
engagement. Petitions were presented to 
restore the secluded metnbers. The se- 
cluded members, to the number of four- 
score, attending Monk at Whitehall, he 
told them, that the settiement of the naiioii 
lay ill their hands ; and took leave to re* 
present, that the old foundations were so 
broken that they could not be restored, but 
upon the ruin of the nation : that it was 
tile interest of London to have a cointnoii- 
W'ealfh, the only government capable of 
making her the mart for the trade of Chris- j 
tendom ; and that he thought a moderate, 
not a rigid, presbyteriau government most j 
accej)table in church affairs, recommend- 
ing to them a supply for the army, the dis- 
solving themselves, and summoiiing a new 
parliament. 

7. The common council of the ^-Ity of 
London met, and refused to pay f lio assess- 
ment levied by parliament. 

9. Parliament coinmaiided Monk to de- ! 
btroy the gates of the city, an pull up : 
their posts and chains, suspecting th^^m to 
be ill the king’s inteiest ; which Monk 
executed, and lookup new quarters. Praise- 
God Bareboiie presented a petition, that 
the members, and every person holding a 
public office, shoidd take oath to abjure 
Charles Stuart, and government by a single 
I ersoii. 


Feb. 1 1 . Monk, by the remonstrances o/ 
his friends, came to know' his error, embroil- 
ing himself with the city, and resolved to 
repair it ; he marched with his troops into 
the city, and wrote to the parliament com 
plaining of and reproaching tlieir unsettled 
conduct. Parliament sent deputies to Monk 
to sati>fy him, but without success. 

12. Monk drew up his forces in Fins- 
bury fields, excused what he had done by 
order of the parliament, dined with the lord 
mayor, held a consultation with him and 
the coint of aldermen, and declared for a 
free jiarliameiit ; which occasioned a gene- 
•al joy, and rumps were burnt in buiiHres, 
from one md r)f the town to the other, and 
the king’s liealth publicly drank. 

20. Monk made the secluded members, 
before their admission, sign articles in 
favour of the army, and to dissolve the 
present parliament. 

21. The secluded members took tlieir 
places, and voted Monk to be general of the 
forces in Kngland, Scotland and Ireland. 

22. Monk still protested he would oppose 
to the utmost the setting up of Charles 
Stuart, a single person, or a house of peers. 

JIa?'. 5. (Irder for printing and setting 
up in churches the solemn league uinl 
covenant. 

6. Lambert was committed to the Tower 
by the council of state. 

10. Letters fioin arlinirul Lawson, that 
he aiul the oHicers of the fl*^'et would sub- 
mit to the determination of the parliament 
and of Monk. An act pa.ssed for putting 
tire militia into the hands of persons of 
quality ; but by it every officer was to 
I declare, that the war, uiulertakeii by 4he 
I parliament against the late king, was just 
land la\%ful. The engagement to J»e true 
' and faithful to the commonweakfi, witlioirt 
' a king or a htiinse of lords, repealed, and 
orders for taking it exjrpuged. 

16. An act passed for dissolving tlie 
parliament, aftorit had continued inseveial 
Ibrnis nineteen years, four months, and 
thirteen days, with a j)roviso not to Jiifrlngo 
the rights of the house of jieers ; the eom- 
inons tl eii broke up, to attend their private 
uffiairs, and make interest to Ih! re-elected ; 
having first constituierl a council of state, 

I consisting of thirty-one jiersons, among 
whom were general Monk, Artlinr Aime.s- 
ley the president, lord Fiiirfax, and sir 
Anthony Ashley Cooper. 

17. The council of state took upon them 
I the adiniiiistratiun of the government, and 

issued several prociamations for preserva- 
tion of the public peace, 

Sir John Grenville, having 
brought a letter from Charles IL to gene- 
ral Monk, returned to Brussels tlTl* begin- 
; ning of this month, with a satisfactory 
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aii?w«r. The gcucrul, when he had read at which both houses assisted, iii Lcadoa 
tlie king’s ijtti r, assurtnl sir John, that his and Westminster. 

heart had ever been faithful to the king, Afc/j/ 10. A day of thanksgiving was ob- 
but that he had not been in circumstanceM served in London, and the common prayer 
to do him any considerable service till read before the lords, 
then. That he was not only ready to obey | 14. The king was proclaimed in Ireland, 

his majesty’s commands, but to sacrifice j A committee of six lords and twelve com- 
all for his service. Tins was communicated moiiers attended the king at the Hague, 
verbally. Monk being too wary to commit with an invitation to return and take the 
anything to paper. JMonk cashiered several government of the kingdoms, and pieseiiK d 
officers, and substituted others more faith- the king witli the 50.000/. that had been 
fill in their places. voted him j the duke of York with 10,000/., 

rip*', 4, The king removed fiom Brussels and the duke of Gloucester with 5000/. 
to Breda, from whence he sent letters to the A deputation of the city of London at- 
parliament, the general, Ac., with a vague tended Charles, at the same time, with 
declaration of the terms on which he would assurances of their duly and affection, and 
accede to tlie sovereignty. a present of 10,000/. and 1000/. to each of 

0. General Lambert having made his his brothers. Whereupon the king kmgiited 
escape out of the Tower, a iiroclamatioii all the citizens that came on this errand, 
was ]mblished for apprehending him. In- 23. Charles left the Hague, and arrived 
goblsby, formerly a regicide, but now a at Dover the where he was met by 

loyalist, being sent witli a detachment. Monk at the head of a numerous body of 
took him prisoner near Daventry, without nobility and gentry. 

striking a stroke j together with colonels 29. Being the king’s birth-day, he made 
Cohliet, Creed, Okey, Axtel, and others*. a triumphant entry into the city of London 
25, The convention parliament met at and came to Whitehall. The same night 
Westmiuster-abbey, and alter >ermon went t’harles is said to have taken Barbara 
to their respective houses: the earl of Vilhers, afterwards duchess of Cleveland, 
Manchester was chosen speaker of the lords, from her husband. He had abandoned his 
and sir Hai bottle Grlmstone, a presbyterian, mistress, Lucy Walters, mother of the duke 
of the commons. The elections had gono of Monmouth, to poverty and neglect, 
generally in favour of the presbyterian and issue ok olivkii cuomvvki.i.. 

modeiate party ; the republicans were Richard, who succeeded him in the pio- 
mostly shunned. tectorate. He died in 1712, aged 86, and 

A/<jy 1. Sir John Cirenville delivered the bis remains weie deposited in the chancel 
king’s letters and declination to the two yf Hurslev church. 

houses, to general Monk, and admiral Law- Henry/ lord lieutenant of Ireland, who 
son, winch were read in parliament ; where- i^ 1574 . 

upon tliey voted that the government ought Bridget, mavrieil first to Ireton, afte 
to be-hy king, lords, and commons ; and the wards to I’leetwood. 

commons voted 50,000/. tor his majesty’s Klizabeth, married to John Claypole 

present occasions. Attempts were made of Nortbamptonsbiie. 

by sir MatthevWi- Hale, the eminent chief- Mary, married to lord Faueoubridgr. 

justjce, and by l^Vymie, to impose limita- Frances, married to a grainlson ot 

tions onihe royal power, prior to the king’s lord Warwick, and afterwards to sir John 

accession, but they were stifled by the per- Rxissel of Cambridgeshire. 

tidy or selfishness of Monk, who fur his Xwo natural children have been as- 

own ends .sought to introduce the king in crihed to Oliver, namely, geiier.il To.le- 

tnll possession of all the tyrannical prero- niache, hv lady’ Dysert af'erwards dnclicss 

gatives claimed by Charles 1. ^ of Lauderdale, and Dr. Millington, by^ Mrs. 

3. 'I'lie city of London and the Fleet Lambert, 
declared for Charles. The late representative of the protec- 

5. Raster term adjourned. toval house was Oliver Cromwell esip the 

7. The king s statue was set up again gieat-graud.son of Henry Cromwell, and 
in Guildhall, and the commonwealth’s arms who long practised as a solicitor in Kssex- 
taken down. street, Straiul. He died at Cheshunt-j'ark, 

S. The king was solemnly proclaimed, Hertfordshire, May 31, 1821. 

ItKVENUES OF THK COMMONS EAI.TU. 

Ahhtruct of the raised in England, from Nov, 3. 1640, to Nov, 5, IImO. 

Sine. Hist. Rev. pt, I. 176. ^ 

Six subsidies at 50,000/. each . . . • 300,000 

I’oU money and assessments to disband the Scutch and KngUsh armies • b00>00l) 



213 


BKITIJ^a CHRONOLOGY. 


V’^oluutary contributions for the support of the goo«l cause against inalignants 
Ditto ditto for the relief of the Irish Protestants • 

LancUtax or varii>us assessments for the maintenance of the army • 

Excise fur 16 years at 500^000/. ])er aniiiiiii • . • 

Tonnage and poundage for 19 years at 400,000/. a year . • 

Duty on coals ...•>• 
Duty on currants 

Postage of letters ..... 

Weekly meal for six years . • • • 

Compositions for court of wards and other feudal services • • 

Wine licences . . • • * • 

Vintner’s delinquency . . • 

Incomes of offices sequestered for the public service for fifteen years • 
Sequestration of the lands of hislioi s, deans, mid inferior clergy for four years 
Tenths of all ihe clergy and other exactionsufiom the church . 

Bishops’ lands sold at ten years’ purchase 

Dean and chapter lands at ten years’ purchase . . , 

Rectory and glebe lands at twelve years' purchase . . , 

Fee farm rents for twelve years .... 

Other rents belonging to the crown anrl principality of Wales 
Sale of the crown lands and principality (I ‘20,000/. per annum) 

Sale of forest lands and houses, &c. belonging to the king 
Sequestrations of the estates and compositions with private individuals in 
England 

Compositions vi'ith delinquents in Ireland , . 

Sale of the estates of delinquents in Ireland 

Ditto of Irish lands ..... 

Ransom of captives • . • . . 

New River water at eight years* purchase , , , 


£. 

300.000 

180.000 
32,172,3*21 

8,000,000 

7.600.000 

850.000 
51,000 

301.000 
608,400 

1.400.000 
312,200 

4.000 

850.000 
3,528,63*2 

1.600.. 3*20 
2,420,224% 
1,411,^-52 
6,203,5s(; 
2,063,176 

376.000 

1 . 200.000 

656.000 

4,564,0S6 

1 . 000 . 000 
2, 24.), 000 
1,3*2*2,500 

102.000 

8.000 


Tidal . . 83,331,193 

From tliis it appears that the sums raised by taxes, the sale of chmch property, crown 
lands, and other revolutionary expedients, averaged, during the nineteen years of the 
commonwealth, 4,-385, 850/., nearly quadruple the ordinary revenue of the country, as 
first settled at the restoration of Charles 1 1. 


CHARLES II. A. I). 16G0 to 1685. 

The commonwealth chiefly fell from its inability to subject the military 
to the power of the civil government. Amidst the anarchy which followed 
the death of Oliver Cromwell, internal peace and order could only be. re- 
established by accpiicsccnce in the ambition of a new military cliieftain of 
corresponding ability, or by the return of the e.xiled family. Althongh 
experience has proved a restoration to be mostly unsatisfactory, it afforded 
the easiest solution to existing difficulties, and woidd have been an uninixcd 
national benefit, liad it been executed with less ])recipitaucy. The Scots, 
aided by the English presbyterians, were the chief instruments in the return 
of Charles T I., as they had been in the dethronement of his predecessor. But 
they acted unwisely and without foretliought. Either regardless of the 
public liberties, or deceived ly the consummate dissimulation of general 
Monk, or carried away by the popular impatience, they admitted the king 
to the full exercise of those dangerous prerogatives that had cost the people 
so arduous a struggle, first to abridge, and tlien to abolish. It was a 
bequest as fatal to the Stuarts as tlie poisoned mantle of antiquity, and 
hardly less injurious to the nation. 

The fi:^t years of the new reign were occui)ied in the act of indemnity, 
the disbandment of the army, church affairs, the settlement of the king’f 
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income, and hia marriage with the infanta of Portugal ; a discreet and 
virtuous princess, whose character won the esteem, though it failed to 
secure the love, of her faithless husband. In the settlement of ecclesiastical 
affairs, an exclusive system was introduced, chiefly through the high 
churchism of Hyde, lord Clarendon. Not only were prelacy and the par- 
liamentary rights of the bishops restored, which might be expected, but an 
act of uniformity was passed, by the conditions of which nearly all the 
presbyterian clergy were driven to a resignation of their livings. 

A question of great difficulty, was that of restitution. Since the year 
1642, a considerable ]H)rtion of the landed jnoperty in each county had 
changed owners. The crown lands, those of the bishops, deans and 
chapters, and of a few eminent royalists, harl, under the authority of the 
commonwealth, been granted away as rewards, or sold to the highest or the 
glost favoured bidder. These were now reclaimed ; forcible entries were 
made, and as the TCvoluliouaTy purchasers were not allowed to plead a 
title derived from the late government, the church, the crown, and the dis* 
possessed royalists, re-entered triumphantly on their ancient possessions.^ 
It was a case of hardship, as many had ])urcha8cd their estates at the full 
market value of the time. The bishop and chapter lands had been sold at 
ten years’ ])nrchasc, the rector and glebe lands at twelve, and those of the 
crown at thirteen years’ purchase. It was only to the purchasers of the 
last any indulgence was shown ; the rest were ejected with reckless sc 
verily, and when they allcge<l the equity of their contracts, it was con 
tcmptuously replied, that they had taken ‘ the risk with the benefit.' 

It has been observed of this reign, that it was signalized by good laws, 
hut had government. The liaheas corpus act, by allording a more definite 
guarantee agaiiij^t arbitrary imprisonment, both as to time and place, was a 
valuable addition to personal security. An effort was made to restrain the 
issuing of general warrants of a])prehcn8ion and seizure ; that is, warrants 
wherein no nanjes arc mentioned ; hut this abuse continued unchecked till 
the famous judgment of tlie court of common pleas in 1764. Some consti- 
tutional ])oints liowever of importance were decided; as that the house of 
buds lias no original jurisdiction in civil suits ; that it has no power to alter 
or originate n hill of siqiply ; and that an impeachment by tlic commons is 
not abated by a dissolution of ])arliamcut. The lords bad now acnpiircd 
the important privilege, first of recording their dissent in the journals of 
the house, and afterwards of inserting the grounds of it. Instances of the 
former occur at the period of tlie reformation (Hal, Const. Hist. ii. 50) ; 
hut the latter ])ractice was hardly known before the long parliament. 

iMaiiy of the occurrences of Charles’s reign are the most unfortunate, and 
some of them the most disgraceful in our annals. The great jilaguc of 
1665 was, in 1666, followed Iiy the no Jess frightful conflagration of the 
mctro])olis, and in the next summer, our fleets were compelled to retire 
hefore the Dutch, who advanced triumphantly up the Thames, Inirning and 
destroying with impunity oiir shipping in the Medway. After the retire- 
ment of Clarendon, a succession of corrupt ministers directed the councils 
of the king. In 1670,' he threw himself into the hands of five unprin- 
cipled men, collectively denominated the cabal, who supported Iniu in 
every attempt to make himseAf independent of pvwVuwnent. All the worst 
nets ot Charles originated in his pecuniary necessities ; to meet which he 
resorted to the most scandalous expedients, as the sale of Dunkirk to the 
reach, the piratical but unsuccessful attack on the Smyrna ffictof the 

• Ling. Hist. K.ig. x'.i. 21. ILil. CoiiNt. Hist. ii. 120. 
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Hollanders, and the shutting up' of tlie excliequer, which was a virtual na 
tional bankruptcy. In 1661), he entered into negotiations with France, by 
which he became the regular pensioner of Louis XIV. According to a secret 
treaty, it w'as stipulated that Charles, on consideration of an annuity, should 
assist the French king in his ambitious designs against the States ; and 
secondly, on the first favourable opportunity, should effect a compulsory 
change in the national religion. Nothing could be more flagitious, or 
a greater betrayal of regal duties. Parliament was equally corrupt with 
the sovereign. Both sides of the house took foreign bribes. A regular 
practice of paying the members for their votes was introduced, first by Clif- 
ford, and afterwards more systematically, from 1673 to 1678, during the 
shuffling and dissembling administration of the carl of Danby. 

Charles strictly observed the maxim long im])Uted to Homan Catholics, 
of nut keeping faith with heretics. His wliolc reign, as respects religioil^ 
was a gross falsehood. After selling himself to J^oiiis on condition of 
introducing popery, he persecuted it, or connived at its persecution by his 
ministers. He professed himself a protestant all his life, and died, if he 
died of any religious persuasion, a papist. 

An attention to the state of religion is indispensable to a correct under- 
standing of the events of this period. Popery was then, as long subse- 
quently, thougb with far greater reason, the panic fear of the age. The 
public abandonment of protestantism by the duke of York naturally 
alarmed the community, and originated the great intrigue of altering the 
succession, by substituting, in place of the presumptive heir to the crow n, 
the duke of Monmouth. The discovery of a pretended plot to kill the 
king and establish popery, kept up the popular excitement. Notwith- 
standing the infamous characters of Oates and Bedloc, and the improbable 
nature of their disclosures, they obtained general belief both in and out of 
parliament. The duke of York withdrew to Brussels, and many noblcmeu 
and others became the innocent victims of the national delusion. The 
commons, however, tailed to carry tlie hill of exclusion, chiefly from the 
pertinacioufi resistance of the lords. By their violence, the Wliigs frus- 
strated their purpose; many became apprehensive of a renewal of the 
civil war, and the king, dexterously availing himself of a sudden re action 
in public feeling-, dissolved at Oxford the last parliament he ever assembled. 
Tory addresses were obtained, by the aid of the gentry and clergy, from 
all parts of the kingdom, and high monarchical principles again came in 
vogue. A dangerous blow was levelled at the foundation of public liberty 
by new modelling municipal corporations, which enabled the court, not 
only to pack juries for judicial purposes, hut to influence the return ot‘ 
parliamentary representatives. An unsuccessful attempt, by lord Russell, 
Algernon Sidney, and other determined members of the ])opular party, 
only accelerated the advance to arbitrary government. After the discovery 
of the Rye-house plot, Charles was as absolute as any sovereign in Euro])c. 
All that was requisite to complete the old fabric of despotism was the 
re-establishment of the courU of Star-chamber and High-commission, with 
a sliorter way to the pockets of the people than through the votes of their 
representatives. These might have Oeeii obtained, had not the king’s 
sudden death, subjecting the machinations of tyranny to a less skilful direc- 
tion, arrested the march of absolutism. ^ 

The personal character of Charles w as of that palpable kind that hardly 
needs dissection. His wit and licentiousness, his gaiety and good-humour, 
his love of women, inddlence^ and aversion to serious pursuits, are traits of 
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fhe “ merry monarcli,” ^vhic}l have been repeatedly emblazoned. Aeon- 
firmed voluptuary, be valued things as they ministered to bis sensual en- 
joyment. Without virtue himself, be was careless of it in others ; nor did 
he believe in its existence. Ambition, vanity, avarice, or some other fi)rm 
of selfishness, was, in bis opinion, the only spring of human action. 
Hence all were alike to him ; he felt neither sympathy nor hatred ; no 
gratitude to friends, nor resen'tment against enemies. Conduct was viewed 
as it regarded himself only. Observing on the torturing cruelties prac- 
tised by the carl of Lauderdale in Scotland, he remarked, “ I perceive that 
Lauderdale has been guilty of many bad things against the people of Scot- 
land, but I cannot find that he has acted anything contrary to myinierest,'* 
Notwithstanding the selfishness and regal demerits of Charles, he kept up 
nis popularity with the multitude, chiefly from that rakish good-nature 
which, with the unreflective, often wins affection, though it cannot procure 
esteem. It is, however, the social position, not the deserts, of this profligate 
and heartless sovereign, that has given him a place in history. Posterity 
owes nothing to men who live only for themselves, save forgetfulness, if 
not contempt or execration. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1660, J/we 1. The king made a speech 
to ]u)th ho\ises, and passed a bill fov con- 
stituting the present convention a parlia- 
ment. 

0. A proclamation was issued for the 
regicides to surrender themselves within 
fiiurleeii days, on pain of exception from 
pardon for their estates and lives. Nine- 
teeii surrendered, while nineteen others, 
suspecting deceit, kept Out of the way, 

•////#/ 5. The king and the dukes of If ork 
and Gloucester, and great otfleers of |»tate, 
with lioth houses of parliament, were in. ig- 
nifieently entertained by the city of London 
at (htildhall. 

6. Thepractice of touching for the king's 
evil was resumed this day. It was per- 
formed in the banqueting- room, the king 
striking with both his bands the neck or 
face of the patients, and the chaplain say- 
ing, He put his hands upon them, and 
he healed tliem.” 

’.3. A proclamation was issued 
against duelling , au<l another on the 1 4th 
for restoring and discovering the king’s 
l-roperty. In Scotland, during the com- 
monwealth, jtislice had been aclmijiistered 
by English commissioners, witliout any re- 
gard to the laws and constitution of that 
kingdom : whereupon the king, by his pro- 
claination, ordered the.se trilnmals to bi 
abolished on the ‘2‘2nd of August, and that 
the kingdom should be restored to its 
ancient form of government, A committee 
«f the three estates was convened, the great 
oiVu-ers of state appointed out o£ the native 
nobility, and a parliament summoned to 
meet at Edinburgh the I ‘2th of December, 


to whom the kiiig referred the prep.'irinff an 
act of indemnity. In Ireland, colonel 
Ewers endeavoured to raise a parly to op- 
pose the restoration, but it was soon sup- 
pressed by sir Charles Coot, and the king 
established in the peaceable possession of 
the three kingdoms without bloodshed. 

‘29. Charlcii went t»> the house of peers, 
and having made a speech, he passed the 
act of indemnity; (mt of wliich were ex- 
cepted, — 1. Fifty-one imlividuals actually 
concerned in the death of the. late king: 
2. Vane and Lambert: 3, Lord Moason, 
Haslerig, and five others, aS far as re- 
garded liberty and property : 4. all judges in 
any high court of justice j and Hutchinson, 
Lenthall, St. John, and sixteen others, as 
to eligibility to publjc ofhees. The nine- 
teen regicides who had surrendereil, were 
to be tried for their lives, but not to be ex- 
ecuted without a sjiecial act of parliament. 
Of the regicides, 25 were aheatly dead, 19 
had escaped, and 29 were in custoily. 

Sept. 3, The duke of York re-mairied to 
Ann Hyde., daughter to lord- chancellor 
Clarendon, who, in his courtly lioiror at the 
degradation of royalty, pretended that he 
had rather have seen her ** the duke’s con- 
cubine than his wife. 

20. A proclamation issued for the ces«a- 
tioii of hostilities with Spain. 

Henry duke of Gloucester died of the 
sniallpo^ i»>the 2Ist year of his age. 

Ort, S. Trial of the regicides began at 
the Old Bailey, befor'e a court ot 34 coin- 
misstoiuus^some of whom, as hlonk, Holies, 
Annesley, Montague, ('ooper, Manchester, 
and Say, had been the zealous colleagues 
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of the accused in the civil war. Of the 29 
that Were tried, 10 were convicted, namely, 
Harrison, Soot, Scrope, Jones, Clements 
Carew, all of whom hud sijjned the war- 
rant ; Cook, the solicitor at the hi^h court 
of justice ; Hacker and Axtel, who com- 
manded the guard on the occasion ; and 
Hugh Peters, chaplain to the army. Scrope 
had surrendered on faith of the i)roclama- 
tion. All met deatli courageously, proud 
of the cause in which they suifcred. 

25. The king ])ublishe(l his declaration, 
showing wherein he required a conformity 
to the ecclesiastical government, and in 
what cases he was willing to dispense with 
it. Niue of the old bi.shops were restomd 
to their sees, and seven or eight others 
were newly consecrated. 

iVoc. The army, which in the three 
kingdoms amounted to 60,000 men, was 
graiiually paid off and disbanded, with the 
exception of Monk's regiment — the Cold- 
stream, and another of horse. Another re- 
giment was formed out ot tlie troops brought 
from Bw.ikuk; and tlius began, under the 
name of guards, the present standing army. 

Dec. 4. A tract published by one Drake, 
entitled, “ The L ng Parliament revived/’ 
for which the authvir was impeaclied by the 
commons ; but the proceeding was dropped. 

8. An order of both houses for hanging 
the bodies of Oliver Cromwell, John Brad- 
shaw, Henry Ireton, and Thomas Pride 
upon the gallows at Tyburn, and after- j 
wards burying them under the gallows. 
This expiatory office was peiformed as le- 
spects the first three, January 30th, their 
bodies being buried under the gallows, and 
their heads set on ]ioli‘s at the top of 
Westmmster-hail. Their estates became 
forfeited by a hill of attaimler. 

17, 19. Ordered, that Francis Wind- 
ham, Ksq., and Mrs. Lane, be each of 
them pi^'sented with lOOd/. for their ser- j 
vice in preserving the king after W'orcester i 
fight. ‘ j 

29. The convention parliament was dis- 
solved, having passed acts i’tr the regula- 
tion of the post-o/fice, the j>erj)etiiatioii of 
the excise, the abolition of the court of 
war(J.s, and the settlemeiit of the revenue. 
The king’s revenue, for defraying the 
charges of government, was augm. uted to 
1,200,000/. jter annum. Ilis father’s in. 
come averaged 900,000/. By the abiditu n : 
of tenures by knights* service, land rdsgut < 
rid of some troublesome feudal burthruson i 
their estates : they gave the king an erpii- i 
valent, charged on the exc.ise ; thus making 
the poor pay for the relief of the rich. 

30. Ttie eail of Argyle was committed 
to Kdinhufgh-castle for high-treason. 

The Royal Society, founded by the king's 
letterM-patent. for the improvement of plii- 
losophy, rnuthematies, pliysic, and all u.s»*. 


ful knowledge ; of which the first promotem 
and members were D". \Vard, Mr. Boyle, 
lord BrounkLM*, Dr Wilkins, Dr. Wallis, 
sir W illiam Petty, Dr. Goddard, Dr. AVil- 
lis. Dr. Bathurst, Dr. Wred, and Mr. Rook. 

Tea, coffee, and chocolate are mentioned 
ill u statute of this year. Asparagus, arti- 
chokes, cauliflowers, and a variety of sa- 
lads were about the same time introduced 
into Knglund. 

1661. Jan. I. A parliament met in Scot- 
land. 

10. Tile millennium or fifth-monarchy 
men rise in the city, to proclaim “ King 
Jesu.s against all tlie powers of the earth.’’ 
They were headed by a faiiiitical wine- 
cooper named Veimer ; but they were soon 
suppressed, and Vernier and Hodgkins, on 
the 19ih, Were executed over against the 
meeting-house in Cole man-street ; Prichard 
and Oxmin, at Wood- street end; and on 
the 2)st, nine more in other places. 

Charles created above 160 baronets this 
year. 

J/nr. 25. A conference at the Savoy, 
concerning the liturgy, lietwcen twelve 
bishiqts and as many ])resbyterian mini.s. 
ters, with nine assistants on each side, ap- 
pointed l»y the king. The presbyterians 
detitaiided so much, and thebishups would 
concede so little, that nothing was done. 

jJprtl 22. The king, according to ancient 
cust«»m the day befoie the coronation, went 
in great state from the Tower to W'est- 
miiuiter, on horseliack. 

2.3. Being St. George’s day, the corona- 
tion was .solemnized in the usual manner, 
by atchbishop Juxton. 

May 8. Parliament met, and the king 
rode from his palace at Whitihall, attend- 
ed by tlie nubility in their tubes, to W’est- 
ir.iuster-ubbey, and heard a sernnm before 
he went to the house. The same day the 
convocation met at St. Paul's, who con- 
firmed the form of Common-prayer formerly 
published, and added the two offices or 
I forms of \irayer for the 30lh of January 
I and the 29lh of May, and made other addi- 
' tious to the liturgy. 

Kpiscop.icy wa.s received in Scotland, 
and four ministers came to London, and 
were ordained, and afterwards consecrated 
bishops, and the Scottish privy-council for- 
bade all meeting at sy noils and preshy teries, 
till authorized by the bishops. The .Scotch 
parliament aiso rescinded the solemn league 
and covenant, declared the power of the 
militia to be solely in his majesty, and con- 
(ienmed the act of the I6tn of January, 
1647, which related to the sale of the late 
king’s person, declaring that it was most 
sinful and disloyal. Thus all the Scotch 
had been struggling for during thirl)' years, 
was undone in u few months by the dexterous 

inaiiHgement of Middleton, the king’s com 
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inissioner, aided by a servile, or, iiceording 
to Burnet, mostly driiiik» n parliiiment. The 
presbyterians met and miirmurud in con- 
venticles, but the popular fervour received 
a new direction, in the perseculion ofwitch- 
LTiift and popery. 

Sir Robert Holmes was sent with a squad- 
ron of nieu-of-war and some soldiers, and 
reduced Now York, and all that part the 
Dutch had taken from tlie Eiij^lish in Lon^ 
Island ; from thence he sailed to Africa, and 
took Cape de Verd, and some other places. 

The house of commons ordered all their 
members to receive the sacrament, acconl- 
in^^ to the prescribed liturgy within a cer- 
tain time, upon pain of being expelled the 
house. 

20. An order of both houses for burning 
“ The Sofemn League find Covenant in 
tlun and /I W/;/ii/ov/c/V’ on the 22ud instant, 
by the hands of the common hangman, 
which was executed accordingly in town, 
and alterwiirds all over Knglaml. 

28. The earl of Argyle having been 
convicted of lugh-tieas>»u, was beheaded at 
Kfliuhurgh, and his head set upon the 
Tolbooth, wliere file marquis of Montrose's 
had been placed. It was the baseness of 
Monk, in betraying the ptivate correspond- 
ence of tliis nobleman, which cbietiy led to 
his conviction. 

The acts for erecting a high court of 
justice for the trial of th.: late king: for 
Mihs. iibing the engagement against a king 
and house of jit*ers ; lor tieclanug Knglaud 
a commouwealih ; for leuouucing the title 
of Charles Stuart j and another lor the se- 
enrity of the lord-protector’s person, were 
ail l),irut by the commo:i hangman in the 
middle of Westiuiiisler-ball, wiiiie the 
courts were sitting. 

Jnne 7 . The funerals of sir Cbarlc'i Lu- 
cas an<l sir George Lisle, whom, at the sur- 
rendor of (Jolchester, Fairfax liud ordeie*l 
to he shot, Were solemnized there. 

23. Treaty of alliance between England 
and Portugal. 

July 12. The est.'itos of Pclltain. Skip- 
j>on, an<I several others of the deceased re- 
gicides, to tin* imiiiher of twenty-one, were 
confiscated ; and lord Munson, sir Henry 
Mildmay, and Mr, Robert Wallop were 
brought to the bar <»f the house of com- 
mons. and confessed their crimes. They 
Were ordered to be degraded of (heir ho- 
nours and titles, and drawn in sledges, 
will) ropes about their necks, from the 
Tower of London to Tyburn, and back 
again, and to remain prisouen in the Tower 
during their Uvei. 

30. Parliament adjourned to the 20th of 
November, haviug passed an act for the 
pivservation of his majesty's person, as 
also an act against tumultuous ^letitioa- 
tng ; and another for repealing the net 
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which excluded the bishops from the house 
of iortls. 

Sept. 12, 14. The bodies of about 20 
persons, buried in Henry VII.’s chapel and 
the church of Westminster, disinterred by 
the king’s order, and buried again in the 
churchyard. .A.mong these were the remains 
of Cromwell’s mother, of his daughter Mrs. 
Clay]>ole, of colonel Mackworthy, Pym, 
DorislaiH, Stroud, and May the historian. 

30 . At the public entry of the Swedish 
ambassador, happened a rencounter be- 
tween the French and Spanish ambassadors 
for precedency, and many of their retinue 
were killed on both sides at Tower-hill ; 
but the S\mnish ambassador’s coach got be- 
fore the Frenchman’s at last. 

Nov. 20. Parliament met, and tlie 
bishops took t\\eir places again in the 
house of lords. 

Parliament petitioned the king to order 
all officers and disbanded soldiers to depart 
twenty miles from London. 

Dec. 13. The society of Lincolu’s-inn, 
according to ancient custom, chose a 
master of the levels this Christmas, which 
fell upon John Lort, Ksq , who entertained 
the king at dinner at Lincoln’s-inn. 

20. The king came to the house, and, 
after giving his assent to the corporation 
act. prorogued the house. 

1662. Jan. 10. Parliament met. when 
the chancellor informed the house that 
major Wildman and «.thers, engaged in 
plots against the government, had been 
arrested. 

Mar. 0. Cardinal Mazarine died. 

Jprtl 16. Miles Corbet, John Gkey, and 
John Barstead. three of the regicides, 
being outlawed for high.-tre.4Kon. were taken 
and sent over from Holland. Being brought 
to the King's-heuch bar. a rule was made 
for their execution the lOlh inst.int. 

il/oy 17. The king went to the house 
and paNsed several acts. The commons 
voted 60,000/. to be distributed among the 
poor cavaliers, who had been sutVerers in 
the late troubles. Parliament was pro- 
rogued lo the 18th of February, after hav- 
ing made an act for the uniformity of 
public prayers, and the adniinisfrution of 
the sacrament, and the act for collecting 
chimney-money. The last was u tax of two 
shilliiigH upon every hearth or chimney. 
By the act of \niiformity, every parson, 
vicar, and curate were obliged to declare 
and subscribe their “ assent nnd consent’ to 
the Btuik of Common Priwer before the 
feast of Si..BartV\o\ome\v, VC62, upon pain 
of losing thiSir ecclesiastical pretvrmeuts. 
The uniformity and corporation acts de- 
stroyed the inHueiice of the preshy terians 
in the church and mtinicip.ii corporations. 

21. The marriage hetxveen Charles and 
the infanta of Portugal was solemuizeu at 
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Portsmouth. She was llien anoiit 24 year: This was a f^contrivanre oi‘ Clureiulon fo; 
of aj'e. Bt^sides Tangier, on the coast <: supplyinj^ the kiiif^’s extravagance, havin|> 
Barbaiy, and the island of Bombay, in the already squandered the queen’s portion, as 
Kast Indies, the king received with hei he soon did the produce of this disgraceful 


2,000,000 of croisadoes, about 300,000/. ; ir 
consideration whereof, she had a jointure oi 
30,000/. per anilum settled upon her. Be- 
fore the consummation of the marriage, 
the king, in a treaty with Portugal, en- 
gaged to assist that kingdom against Spam 
with 3000 foot and 1000 horse, and eight 
frigates; and obliged himself never to re- 
stoie Dunkiik to that crown. 

June 2. The lord-mayor and aldermen 
of London attended the king and queen at 
Ilampton-cour', to congratulate them upon 
their marriage, and made the queen a pre- 
.sent of a purse of gold. 

14. Sir Henry V'ane havi fig been con- 
victed of high treason on the Oth, was be- 
headed on Tower-hill. He defended him- 
self on his trial with spirit and ability. He 
was accused only of transactions subsequent 
to tl'.e king’s death, and pleaded that if 
complying with the existing government 
was a crime, all the nation ha<l been equally 
criminal. He further urged that he had 
in every change adhered to the house of 
commons as the root of all lawful authority. 
He suffered with resolution: attempting to 
address the people from the scaffold, he 
was rudely interrupted by drums and trum- 
pets. Like all the leading republicans, ex- 
cept Ludlow, he was infected wdh fanati- 
cism, w'liich gave an indirect and equivocal 
char.icter to his conduct. 

General Lambert was also C(jndemned, 
but behaving with humility, he was re- 
prieved at the bar, and bani.sht*d for life to 
(iiierusey, where he survived thirty years, 
amusing him-elf as a florist and fiower- 
pairiter, an art he had learnt from Baptist 
Gaspar. 

24. St. Bartholomew’s day, the act 
of uniformity taking effect, about 2000 
presbyterian and independent minLters 
lost their preferments. Four times the num-> 
her of episcopalians lost their preferments, . 
under the long parliament, for refusing the | 
covenant, but they were allowed a filth of 
the profils of their benefices. But a mo- 
tion in the commons, to make a similar al- 
lowance on the j)re/>ent occasion tn uou- 
ponformiiig ministers, was lost by 04 to 87. 
In both the clergy were ejected just before 
the Michaelmas tithes were paid. 

Sepl. 3. William Ltfntball, speaker of 
the long parliament, dies. He was a lawyer 
only of moderate abilities, and had dis- 
crediied himself by voluiiteering his evi- 
dence against tlie regicides on tlieir trial. 

' Oct, 10. An order of council fo' waggons 
to have theii wheels four inches liroad. 

17. An Older of council for the sale of 
Unnkirk to the French king for 500,000/. 


transaction. 

The corporation ^ct was enforced with 
great rigour, and the walls of Gloucester, 
(’oventry, Northampton, I.eicester, ‘and’ 
Taunton were demolished, because they 
had distinguished themselves by siding 
with parliament. A plot was discovered, 
formed by the fifth-monarchy men, six of 
whom were executed. The plot served the 
court for a pretence to seize 500 or 600 
persons, and to disarm all those suspected ; 
to make those they had taken give bonds 
not to take up arms against the king; and 
to increase the standing guards. 

Dec, ] I , George Pliilip.s, Thomas Tonge 
Nathaniel Gibbs, and Francis Stnhh.s, faiia 
:ics, were convicted of consjaring against 
he government, and executed on the 22iid, 

By a report of Dr. Cliarles D’Avenant. 
nspector-general of the custon s, in 1662, 
he £, 

Imports amounted to • • 4,016,010 

F^xports, to . . . 2,022 812 

1663. Feb, 18. Parliament met, and the 
king made a speech, wherein he intimated 
his desire to indulge the dissenters. 

27. An address of the commons against 
lis majesty granting any indulgence to the 
lissentt rs. 

Twenty-six baronets w’Cre created this 
ear. 

April A proclarnati i.n, in compliance 
with an address of both houses, ouleriug 
lopish priests to quit the kingdom, under 
en.ilry of death. 

28. The commons inquired into the pub 
c revenue, ami found it under 1,100,000/. 

whereupon they granted four entire subsi 
ies, and the convoca ion as many, whicli 
ras ihelast supply the convocation gave hc- 
•re they subinitte«l to be ta.\ed by the com- 
mons. An act passed for .settling the pri)ht.s 
f the post-office and wine licence.s on the 
uke of York, whicli brought in 21,000/. 
a year. 

July 4. A review in Ilydii-park of the 
guards, amounting to about 4000 men. 
'J’his was the whole .standing at my of the 
time, and excited alarm, as dangerous to 
libeity. Charles and his brother were of 
opinion that »f their father, at the beginning 
t»f the civil war, had posscs-ed a small re 
gular force, he might easily have beat the 
parliamenturians. 

JO. .A I tides of high-treason were exhibit- 
ed in tl'.fc house of lords against the earl of 
(Jlarendon, by the earl Oi Bristol, which 
being referred to the judges, they resolved, 
that a charge of h-gh-treason couUHiot be 
originally exhibited by one peer against 
another in the house of lords ; and, tha 
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If the matters allo^^ed were true, yet there 
was no treason in them ; whereupon the 
cliarge was dismissed hy the liouse of peers. 

•/w/y 27. The hinj^ proru;j:ues parlia> 
ment. A bill for the better observance of 
the sabbath was stolen from the table, and 
when the king came to give the royal as- 
sent, could not be found. 

yiuff, 26. The kin^r, with the queen ami 
court, went from London to Bath ; thence 
to Oxford, where they were splendidly en- 
tertained by the university, and returned 
to Whitehall, Oct. 2. 

1664. Jan. 5. ’* A plot being discovered 
in the north, a commission of oyer and ter- 
miner was sent down to York, where 21 of 
the conspirators were convicted, and after- 
wards executed in several places. Lam- 
bert and Ludlow were designed for their 
generals. 

feS. 1'). John Twynn convicted of high- 
treason, in printing treasoiialde papers, and 
executed ; and Thomas Brewster, bmik- 
seller. and others, were convicted of pub- 
lishing sediiiuus libels, fined and iinprison- 
cd. One of the libels was written by Mil- 
ton, to justify the execution of Charles I., 
and to maintain the lawfulness of subjects 
taking up arms against tyrants. 

March 16. Parliament met, and the 
king in his speech intimated his desire 
that the triennial act might be repealed. 

Kighteen baronets created this year. 

Apr, 6. An act passed that the sitting 
of parliaments should nut be discontinued 
above three years, and thjit within three 
years after the determination of the present 
or of any future parliament, the king 
slnnild issue writs for calling another. 

May 17. The king came to the house, 
aiul gave his assent to the conventicle act, 
by which any meeting of more than live 
jiersons for any n ligious purpoNC, not ac- 
cording to the Hook of Common-prayer, is 
prohibited, under severe penalties. Both 
houses prorogued. 

June 1. Sir George Downing, the Kn- 
glish ambassador, presented a memorial to 
the States General, showing that the chi- 
niages the English merchants had sus- 
tained hy the depredations of the Dutch, 
amounted to seven or eight thousand 
pounds, and demanded satisfaction. 

11. The city lent his majesty 106.000/. 
towards the second war with the Dutch. 

Sept. 27. A market granted to he held 
in St. James’s for all manner of provisions, 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays; 
aiid a market lor cattle on Memdays and 
Uednosdays in the Uay-inarket, in the 
parish of St. Martin’s in the Fields. 

Dec. 4. The duke of York returned from 
cruising, having taken about 130 Dutch 
inerchant ships, and particularly their 
oourdeaux fleet, as they were returning 


home laden with wine and brandy, before 
the war was declared. This was justified 
by the Dutch admiral, De Riiyter, falling 
upon our factories at Cape Verd on the coast 
of Africa, his attempting the island of Har- 
badoes, and the depredations of the Dutch in 
the East 1 ndies, and on the high seajt upon 
the English merchants, in time of peace. 

24. A comet appeared. 

1665. Feb. 24. A Dutch impostor was 
whipped through the streets of London, for 
giving out that the Dutch had destroyed 
ail the English factories upon the coast of 
Guinea. 

Mar, 4. Parliament prorogued; 'having 
passed the bill for granting 2,477,.500/, to 
be paid in three years, by twelve quarterly 
assessments, to begin from the 25th of De- 
cember, 1664. This was the first money- 
bill where the clergy, by their own con- 
sents, given in convocation, were taxed 
with the laity. 'J'hey obtained in exchange 
the privilege of voting as freeholders ; hut 
the convocation, surrendering the exclusive 
right of taxation to the commons, lust from 
this time its authority as a separate estate* 

War proclaimed against the Dutch. 

Eighteen baronets were created this year. 

The city of London built a man-of- 
war, called the “ Loyal London,” at their 
own charge, a fr'gate of that name being 
unfortunately burnt. 

31. An order for confining Charles Fox, 
the founder of the quakers, in Scarburough- 
castle. 

April 5. A fast observed for the success 
of the war against the Dutch. 

21. The duke of York takes command of 
the fleet, consisting of 98 sail of the lino, 
and fuur flie-ships. It was divided into 
three squadrons — the red, the white, and 
the blue. 

26. The great plague breaking out in St. 
Giles’s, an order of council was issued, re- 
quiring thelord-chief-jiistice to take proper 
measures to previ-nt the spreading of the 
infection. The symptoms generally of the 
approach of this malady were shivering, 
nausea, headache, an<l dtdiriiim. On the 
third or fourth day, buboes or carbuncles 
arose, and if these could be made to suppu- 
rate, recovery might lie expected. But sud- 
den faintness, aud maculn appearing on the 
breast, were fatal tokens, uiul within an 
hour life was extinct. At first the mortality 
was chiefly among the labouring classes, 
carrying off in a larger proportion the 
children than the adult — the females, than 
the males. 

May 30. Parliament was prorogued. 

June 3. The English obtained a victory 
over the Dutch otf“ Harwich, taking 18 
capital ships, and destroying 14 more. 
Admiral (Ipdain, who engaged the duke, 
was blown np with all his crew. The En- 
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glish lost only one ship, but several ufKcers 
vere killed: among the rest, the earls of 
Falmouth, Portland, and Marlborough ; 
lord Muskerry and admirals Hawson and 
Sampson. The Hutch lost 18 ships, four 
admirals, and 7000 men slain or prisoners. 
The new mode of fighting in lino, and 
each captain keeping his station, was in< 
troduced by (he duke in this war, and con- 
tinued the rule of naval war till Rodney’s 
victory of April 12, 1782. 

June 30. A thanksgiving observed at 
Xa>ndon for the victory over the Hutch, and 
on the 4th of July, all over England. Me- 
dals were struck in honour of tlie duke of 
York’s victory. On one side of the medal 
was a bust of the duke, with a description 
of his titles ; on the reverse, a trophy with 
ships engage<l, and the motto, Nec minor 
in terris. Jun, iii. mdclxv.’* 

Ju/y o. A fast ordered to be observed on 
acCi'unt of the plague, the first Wednesday 
in every month. An order of council that 
the justices of Wei.tminsttr and the out- 
parishes ill tide at thvir habitations, to take 
chre of the infected, and prevent tlie sj read- 
iiig of the plague. 

27. The king and court removed to 
Salisbury, on account of the plagiie, leav- 
ing the care of the city to the duke if Al- 
bemarle, who did great service in relieving 
the sick, and giving his orders to prevent 
the spreading of the infection. Archbishop 
Sheldon also remained in town, and per- 
formed many charities. 

A nefarii)us attempt to surpiise a fleet of 
Dutch merchant-ships, in the neutral port 
of Bergen, defeated, 

yluy. 7. A proclamation prohibiting Il:e 
keeping Bartholomew and Sturbrulge fairs. 

15. The receipt of the exchecpier was 
removed to Nonsuch. 

The weekly returns of mortality for this 
aud the preceding month were, 1006, 1268, 
1761, 2785, .3014, 4030, 5312, 5568, 7496. 
The city wag a scone i f desolation ; all 
houses shut up, the streets deserted, aud 
scarce anything to be seen there but grass 
growing ; innumeralde fires to purify the 
air, Coffins, pest-carts, red crosses upon 
doois, to denote the presence of the plague, 
with the inscription, “ Lord have mercy 
upon us /” and continued cries of *' Hriny 
out your dead ! ** 

5. Vires made in London Ihre^' 
days and nights, to purify the air. It was 
observed to have been calm weather m his 
plague. 

19. The number of deaths in the week, 
ending this day, was upwards of 10,000. 
This was the greatest mortality. The high 
winds of the autumnal equinox setting in, 
cooled and purified the air ; and the weekly 
burials rapidly decreased. 

2S. The king and court arrived at Oxford. 


Oct, 9. Parliament, which had been 
twice prorogued on account of the plague, 
met at Oxford, and the king made u s^ieech 
to both houses in the great hall of Christ- 
church, desiring supplies for the war. After 
which the chancellor made a speech, giving 
an account of a republican plot, which 
was to have been jmt in execution on the 
3rd of September last. 

15. Michaelmas term adjourned to Ox- 
ford. 

31. Parliament prorogued after passing 
the five iiu\e-act, which prohibited non- 
conformist ministers from coming within 
five miles of a town sending members to 
parliament, or in which they had been mi- 
nisters. The episcopalians having de.serted 
their pulpits during the plague, and the 
presbyterians occiipie 1 them, the act was 
to prevent such intrusion in future. 

AW. 23. About this time appeared one 
Valentine Greatreakes, an Irish gentleman, 
who undertook to cure many diseases by 
stroking, and is said to have b»‘eu success- 
ful in several instances. VlaiiiNteed, the 
astronomer, when young, was submitted to 
the treatment of this Hibernian. 

Dec. 12. Seventy -three parishes were 
tronounced clear of the plague, and those 
who had fied into the country returned in 
crowds to take possession of their houses. 
i8,596 persons had died, within the year, 
f this distemper; which raised the hills 
if mortality to 07,306. One-third more 
may be auded for omissions, augmenting 
he deaths to 130,000, 

1666. Jan. 6. Proclamation fet remov- 
ng the exchequer fruin Nonsuch to West- 
minster again. 

13. Hilary term ordered to be hold at 
Windsor. 

26. The French king declared war 
against Englaml. The Hanes also entered 
into an albance with the Hutch against 
England. 

Feb. 1. The king and the duke of York 
came to Whitehall, and received the com- 
dimciits of the city upon their return. 

9. The courts of^ justice sat again at 
Westminster. 

10. War declared against France. 

Sixteen baronets were created this year, 

rtpril 26. John Rathbone, an old army 

•olouel, and seven others, who had been 
ifficeis or soldiers in the civil war, were 
convicted of higli-treason at the Old Bailey, 
ill conspiring to take the Tower, murder 
the general, and fire the city ; all which 
was to have lieen executed on the 3rd of 
SeptemWr, a day deemed lucky to the re- 
publicans. Rathbone and the other prison- 
ers were executed at Tyburn, April 

29 Loni Morley waeiried by his psew» 
and convicted of manslaughter, in killing 
Mr. Hastings, 
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June\. The Dutch fleet, consisting of habitants, it was prortuctne of conseq..en^^^^^^ 
90 sail, under the command of De Ruyter ich ma-le mnends for the lo»^^^ 
and Ttou.i>. encountered that part of the .v .ndi.iduaU. Before the hre, the streets 
Knj^lish fleet r-ominanrled by the duke of 
Albemarle, consisting of about 50 sail, who 
maintained the tight tor three days, though 
the Dutch were joined by 16 sail more the 
second day. 


VniCll 

,y individuals. Before the fire, the streets 
were narrow, built chiefly of wo(h1, and 
leaving little room for a free cirCida- 
ion of air, the metropolis was unhealthy, 
eiierally visited by the plague twice or 
hrice every century; a calamity which 


4. Prince Rupert having joined the duh^^ issued a proclamation for 

the battle was renewed, and fought with o* /■ V>v the fiiv. 

such obstinacy that neither side had occa- is^fed for keeping 

sion to triumph, but they were forced to re- ^ the city of Lou- 

lire to their respective p cieiiting tumults. an<l 


capUin87aud 500(1 seamen. De Wit was 
oil board the Dutch fleet, and is said to 
liave invented chain-shot on the occasion, 
which did great damage to the rigging of 
the Kiiglidi ships. 


13. A fast proclaimed, to be uliseiyed 
the 10th of October, on account of the fire. 
2 1 The parliament met. 

Oct. 1. An address of both houses for 
putting the laws in execution against priests 
.1 A .r..npral susiiicioii was abroad 


. . . pmiing IOC i«« 3 o » 

l)..tcl. men-ofwa.', an.l .Irivmg tl.u ruM of 


driving 

into their harbours. In this action, the 
Dutcli lost four of their ailmirals, Ijesides 
4000 other officers and seamen. The loss 
(.11 the si.le of the English incunsiderHhle. 

Jiiff. Algernon Sydney solicited a gitt 
of 11)0,000/. from the Yxvnch king, to assist 
ill the establishment of a republic in Kug- 
land. 

14. A thanksgiving for the successes 
against the Dutch. 


arc lunanti , 

ihe crime, as a means of 5eU-ilestruciion. 

War ilccUireil aRaiust Denmark. 

A'of i7. The preabyteriaua in Scotland 
roae in' rebellion a;,'ain,t the anti-cliristian 
.atitution of bishops! and havinj; nssem- 
bled a bo.lv of K)00 men at Penlland-bill, 
led hv their teachers, were .1. b ated by tlie 
kiiiK’s troops, and 500 of them killed m 

: ^'V.mi'idaints had been made in 1063, that 

;;lm^t the Jlutcli. . t i *i,i, l..inftt>d interest was depressed hv the 

Sf i‘t. 2. A fire broke out lu London, ,4 «<• fiii 000 Irish beeves, and 

,vbe.i the monument now slan.ls It oriR.- annna o 60,000 1 ^ ; 

naled in a baker, shop t and the bouses a ,0 Jobibit the 

being chiefly uf wovmI, and a ^ Tringing of cattle frmn Irehiml. This n as 

wind blowing.it spreatl with fearful r.i pi- f aK,, imn,,rting the dead carcase lu 

lim.-huuse, (iuildball, Suin-colleBV, and ^ jk,,„i1ous town, if not 

libr.„ ih, 13,200 dweliuiK-bouscs; in all. r'* t he «cuL.U.^^^ 

Itio streets. Two-th.rds of the uicttopolis co. use .d ap* by tne acc^^ 
were in ruins, exteiidui|r over a surtace ol >« >• ^ different streets above 

136 acres, from the Tower alouR the un.Vt the 

Tlrruues, lo the Temple-church, and Imm each other . Ri d at t J ^ 

Ihf* luirth-easl gate, along the city wafi. to juirface, disco Homan 

liolhoru-bridge. During the continuance related rums 

of the fire, the king and his brother, with London buried by he acci^nl^ 

many of the nobility, exerted themselves^ Jaw A biU passed for laying 

and by directing the hlowing-iip ranges of 1667. •/««• o* 1 . 

houses with gunpowder, bounds were put twelve-pence upon . /> . Lmuhui 

to the coiifiagratiun. Notwithstamling the thouUl be ^ 'nable the lord- 

metent of the fire, only six iiersoiis lost their for ten years, the b ^ those 

hves. The property of all kinds destroyed mayor and ^ ^ from them, 

WHS estimated at 7,385,00U/. Dreadful as whose grounds should be 
this calamity wasy at the time, to iha in- in order to enlarge ^ * 
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office was set up for insuring houses from 
fire, which was contrived by Dr. Barbun 
one of the most considerable builders in 
the city. 

FeL Differences arose between the two 
houses concerning the trial of lord Mor- 
daunt, for illegally imprisoning Mr. Toieur 
the lords declaring, that in case of misde- 
meanor, the peer accused ought to sit within 
the bar, and have counsel allowed him, 
which the commons denied. 

8. The king came to the house, and hav- 
ing passed the bill of supply, amounting to 
1,800,000/., the bill for rebuilding the city 
of London, and some other uses, the par- 
liament was prorogued. 

Jufie 1 1 . The Dutch sailed up the Med- 
way as far as Chatham, made themselves 
ina.sters of Sheerness, and burnt the Royal 
Oak, the Loyal London, and the Great 
James, with several other English meii-of- 
war. They likewise burnt a magazine full 
of stores, to the value of 40,000/. and blew 
up the fortifications, retiring With the loss 
only of two of their ships, which ran 
aground, and were burnt by themselves. 
The English, apprehensive of their coming 
up to London Bridge, sunk thirteen ships 
at Woolwich and four at Blackwull. 

‘J9. Peace was concludetl with the 
French, Danes, and Dutch, at Breda. 

Jtd^ ‘/8. Mr. Abraham Cowley, the poet, 
died at Chertsey in Suney, and was buried 
in Westminster-abbey the 3rd of August 
following. 

Aug. 24. Peace with France, Denmark, 
and the States, proclaimed at Loudon. 
Complaints were made against the court, 
and suspicions raised against the king, for 
concluding so dishonourable a peace, after 
the immense sums freely granted by the 
people for prosecuting the war. 

30. The great seal taken from lord 
Clarendon, who had made himself gene- 
rally uni)opular ; with the king, for oppos- 
ing his licentiousness ; with the non-con- 
formists, by opposing liberty of conscience ; 
and with the republicans, by his arbitrary 
principles of civil government. 

Oct. 10. Parliament met at Westmin- 
ster, pursuant to the prorogation. 

16. Commons resolve that the power 
assumed by judges of imprisoning or fining 
jurors who return verdicts contrary to their 
direction, is illegal. 

23. The king laid the first stone of the 
Royal Exchange, was treated by the lord 
mayor, and knighted the two sherifls. 

Nov. 12. Clarendon impeached of high 
treason, but the lords resolved that he 
could nut be committed, because no spe- 
cific charge was contained in the impeach- 
ment. 

30. The eurl of Clarendon secretly with- 
drew to France, leaving an apology behind 


him, addressed to the house of peers. Th ? 
lords communicated the earl's apology to 
the house of commons, who voted it scan 
dalous and malicious, a reproach to the 
justice of the nation, and ordered it to be 
Duriit by the common hangman. 

Dec. 19. An act passed by commission 
for the banishment of the earl of Clarendon. 
The earl was a haughty, overhearing, high- 
churchman, of whom Evelyn remarks, that 
he * never did, nor would do, anything hut 
for money.* His writings betray iiii extri* 
ordinary disregard of veracity. 

1668. Jan. 13. Sir William Temple 
concludes the triple alliance, by which 
England, Holland, and Sweden hind them- 
selves to assist Spain against the ambition 
of France under Louis XIV. 

16. Duel between the duke of Bucking- 
ham and the earl of Shrewsbury, in which 
the former had one of his seconds killed on 
the spot, and Shrewsbury was mortally 
woumled. Buckingham had lived in open 
adultery with lady Shrewsbury, and it is 
said, in the dress of a page, she held the 
duke's horse, while he was fighting with 
her husband. 

31. The king divides his cotmcil into 
four committees : 1 , for foreign affairs : 2, 
for the admiralty and navy ; .3, for trade 
and plantations ; 4, for grievances. After 
the banishment of Clareinlon, the new cabi- 
net, or as it was then called, * the king's 
cabal,' consisted of the duke of Bucking- 
ham, master of the horse, lord keeper 
Bridgman, lord Arlington, secretary of state, 
and sir W’^illiam Coventry, oneof tlie com- 
missioners of the treasury. 

Feb, 13. Peace between Spain and Por- 
tugal concluded by the mediation of Kng- 
land. 

14. Sir William Penn was accused of 
having embezzled great quantities of rich 
goods, taken in a Dutch prize, whereby the 
king was defrauded of 1 15,01)0/. 

April 4. Messenger, Bea^eley, and other 
rioters, made an insurrection in London, 
under pretence of pulling down brothels ; 
j four of them were convicted of high-treason, 
aiifl executed. 

Mug 4. A petition of the house of peers 
to the king, to settle the precedency of the 
English peers before the foreign nobility. 

One Brewer, with about 50 Walloons, 
who wrought and dyed fine woollen cloths, 
came into England, and instructed the Eug* 
li>h in their manulacture, which enabled 
them to sell chea|)er by 40 per cent, than 
be. ore. 

22. Peace between France and Spain, 
by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. 

Dec, About this time the king became ap- 
prized of the conversion of James dttke of 
York, to the catholic religion. (Ling. Hist, 
xii., 201). Charles is said to have foUovred 



CHARLES II. A D. 1660 to 1685. 


229 


his brother's example ; thou|;h it is more ! 
probable that the profligate monarch, like 
most of his courtieis, had yet ^ his religion 
to choose.’ The court had become a scene 
of undisguised licentiousness. Sedley and 
lord Buckhurst were among the conspicu- 
ous gallants. Charles took two actresses 
from tlie stage, Davies and Nell Gwyiine ; 
the former had shone as a dancer, the 
latter in buys' characters. Both had splen- 
did establishments provided them, but the 
witty and eccentric Gwyiine, became the 
most fascinating mistress. Castlemaine still 
preserved her ascendancy, and revenged 
herself by taking the same liberties in 
v/liich her royal (Kirainour indulged. 

Algernon Percy, earl of Noilhumber- 
lainl, died ; he was succeeded by his son, 
who died in two years alter, and with him 
was extinct that ancient and noble family. 

lf)()9. April b, (.'osinode Medicis, prince 
of Tuscany, arrived at London. He visited 
Cambridge and Oxford. 

July 9. The new theatre at ('xford. the 
gift oi archbishop Sheldon, opened, and Dr 
South, the tniiversity orator, made a speech 
upon the occasion. 

l(). A proclainatioii for suppressing se- 
ditious conventicles. 

Auy, 10. Henrietta- Maria, queen-dow- 
ager to king Charles I. died at St. (%)lombe, 
near Paiis, in the GOth year of her age, 
and w.is buried at St. Denys in Fiance, the 
7th of November. 

.SV/ir. 28. Tlie Royal Exchange lieing 
re-biiilt, was first opened. 

Oi l. 19. Parliament met, when the king 
proposed an iiuhni with Scotland. The earl 
of Lauderdale, being made liigh-cummis- 
sioner in Scotland, met the parliament of 
that kingdom the same day, and proposed 
an union with England ; and told then 
his majesty was resolved to iiiaiiitaii 
the ancient episcopal goveriinicnt of the 
church. 

Soi\ G. Both houses presented the king 
an address of thanks in the banqueting- 
room, for issuing his proclamation foi 
suppressing conventicles, iiud desired a con 
tin nance of his care in that point, am] 
ai'pointed a committee to inquire into the 
behaviour of the non-conformists. 

1G70. Jan, 4. George Monk, duke o 
Albemarle, cuptaiu-geneial of the forces, 
died at the Cock-pit, and was succeeded 
in his 'nouours by his son the earl of Tor 
fingtoii. The cluche.*»s of Albemarle, whi 
bad been successively washerwoman, mis- 
tress, and wife to the duke, died at the 
same place, January 23rd. 

This year died the celebrated Mr, 
Frynne. Ho was a considerable inslrii- 
t^ent in bringing about the late civil war, 
ns he was of the restoration ; after which 
be was received into favour, had the records 


if the Tower committed to him, which he 
»ut in good order ; he represented the city 
if Bath in the present parliament. 

Feb. 22. The differences between the 
wo houses, concerning the judgment of 
he peexs against the Kast-Iiidia company 
II the case uf a private trader named Skiu- 
ler, weie compromised by the mediation of 
:he king, and the proceedings against the 
company agreed to he rased out of the 
'|ournaU. It was the last attempt of the 
lords to claim an original jurisdiction in 
civil causes. 

Apiil 11. The conventicle act renewed ; 
which gave rise to a sharp ])ersecution of 
the iioii-confutmi>ts, especially the quakers. 
Penn and Mead were tried for preaching, 
'lut the jurors, after a confinement of 35 
lOurs, acquitted them ; they were, how- 
ever, punished for contempt, in refusing to 
uncover their heads in presence of the 
otirt. 

Tile queen being childless, a project was 
htarted to obtain a royal divorce ; with the 
k'iew of forwarding this object, the king 
revived a custom of his predecessors, and 
b' gan to attend the debates of the lords. 

■ It was,* he said, ‘ as goo<l as going to a 
(.lay. 

A cabinet council constituted, consisting 
f five lords, the dukes oi Bucks and Lau- 
deniale ; lord Clitl'ord ; the earl of Arling- 
ton ; and lord Avhley, afterwards earl of 
Sliaftesbury. They obtained the name of 
the ‘Cabal,* from theiniti.il letters of their 
five names composing that word. They 
are supposed, as well as Charles, to have 
been pensioners of France, an;l to have 
advised the king to conclude a treaty wdlh 
that crown, whence he might be furnished 
wiih money without applyii.g to parliament. 

30, The Innly of the duke of Albemarle 
interred in Henry VHth’s chaped, at the 
king's charge. 

May 15. Ilenrietta-Maria, duchess of 
Orleans, youngest daughter of Charles 1., 
came into Vmglaiid, and was met at Dover 
by her brothers, the king and the duke of 
York. Here the court remained about a 
fortnight, and then tl)e duchess returned 
to France. She left a favourite maid, 
Querouaille, whom the king adopted for a 
mistress, and created duchess of Forts- 
moiith. One object of Henrietta's visit to 
this country, wai> to consummate the secret 
treaty with France, by which it was stipu- 
lated, that Charles should make a public 
declaration of his conversion to popery ; 
that he should receive from Louis three 
millions of livres to suppress any insurrec- 
tiuu in England consequent on such decla- 
ration ; and that he should join the French 
in a war against Holland. 

June 30. Henrietta, the duchess of Or- 
leans, in her 26th year, dies sudilenly at 
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St. Cloud, not without suspicion of being 
poisoned by her husband for infidelity. 

Dec. 6. Th<f duke of Ormond was taken 
out of his coach) and wounded in the night 
near Clarendon-house, where he then re- 
sided ; with great difficulty he disengaged 
himself, and got clear of the assassins, who 
designed to have carried him to Tyburn, 
and hanged him there. This desperate at- 
tempt was made by Blood and his confe- 
derates, who aiterwards stole the crown. 

25. Sir John Coventry; ineinher of par- 
liament, having indulged in a joke on the 
king’s mistresses, had his nose slit in the 
streets of London, by the courtiers. 

Th s year died llenry Jenkins, aged 170, 
being horn in 1.500. He was a poor fisher- 
man in Yorkshiie, and lived in the reigns of 
eight kings and queens of Ktigland. 

1671. Feb. 9. Lord Lucas made a warm 
speech in the preNence of Charles, concern- 
ing the vast subsidies granted by the com- 
mons, w'hicii speech was published, and 
was ordered to be burnt L y the common 
hangman. 

2ti. U'he duke of Moumauth, who had 
contrived the outrage on Coventr)^ in a 
drunken frolic, with the young duke of 
Albemarle and others, deliberately kills a 
w.ud beadle. Charles to save lus son, 
panloneii all the murderers. 

Mar. 6. The king passed several bills, 
amongst the rest one to ]>revent malicious 
maiming and wounding, occasioned by the 
attempt upon sir John Coventry. 

31. Anne, duchess of York, eldest daugh- 
ter of Clarendon, la'e lord chaneellor, died 
at St. James’s, in the 3 1th year of her age, 
and was buried in Henry Vllth’s chapel, 
Ajiril 5th. From her marriage proceeded 
eight children, two of whom only survived 
her, Mary and Anne, who were afterwards 
queens of Knglaiid. 

The duke of Y’ork abjured the protestaut 
religion, and made an open profession of 
the popish. 

\ yacht belonging to the king fired at 
the Dutch fleet, to engage them to stiike 
the flag. 

April 17. The lords having made some 
alteration in the rate o» an import on sugar, 
it was resolved by the C()rninoM.s. ‘ 7 hat in 
all aids given to the king hy the commons, 
the rate or tax ought not to be alt- ic<l 1-y 
the lords.’ 

22. The king gave the royal assent t - 
several bills, among the rest, to uc for 
the better settling the maintenau'e af 
the clergy of the parishes in London, de- 
stroyed hy the late fire; and th-ii the 
parliament was prorogued. 

May 9. Blood ctnd his confederates, at- 
tempting to steal the regalia out t ^ the 
Tower, were ajiprehended but paiUoued. 
though Bioucl confessed he was gudty of 


this crime, as well as of seizing the duke 
of Ormond, and of several attempts to kill 
the king. He had also a revenue of 500/. 
per annum, settled on him by Charle.s 
who wa.s so pleased with the ruffian’s man- 
ners, that he ordered him to remain as a 
gentleman at court. 

The monument erected in memory of 
the great fire, was begun this year, by sir 
Christopher \Vren, and finished in 1677. 
The inscription, ascribing the fire to the 
papists, is more a record of popular erior, 
than of truth. 

This year died lord Fairfax and the earl 
of Manchester ; also the duke of Somerset, 
and the critic, Meric Causabou, prebendary 
of Canterbury. 

1672. Jan. 2. Wishing to provide funds 
for the war against ilie Dutch, the king, 
with the advice of the cabal, shut iqi the 
exchequer, by which he obtained the com- 
mand of 1.31)0,000/. This iniquitous act 
ruined many bankers and capitali.sts, who, 
as had been usual since the time of Crom- 
well. had advanced money to government 
on the credit of the taxes. It was pro- 
mised that the re!*trictioii should not con- 
tinue above a year, and that interest at the 
rate of eight per cent, should he allowed. 

Ft’b. 12. Tieaty between France and 
Kiigland against Hollaii'l ; April 14, Swe- 
den joined the confederates against the 
states. 

26. The king issued a proclamation in 
Ireland, granting a license to all papists 
to live in corporations, in free exercise of 
their trades 

Mar. 1 I. Piior to a declaration of war, 
the Knglish, umler sir Robeit Holmes, 
make an unsuccessful attempt to seize the 
rich Smvriia fleet of tlie Dutch. 

15. A declaration of indulgence pub- 
lished fur suspending the penal laws 
against di.s.senter.s. 

16. Tlie king published a declaration 
for liberty of conscience. 

17. War dvi-iared against the Dutch; 
among the reasons urged for hostilities 
Wi rt*, commercial differences in tlu* Fast 
Inditii, refusal of the Dutch to strike their 
flag in the narrow seas, and personal in- 
sults to the king, by medals and defama- 
tory publications. 

April. By the treaty between Fhiglaiid 
•rnd France, 6000 of the British troops 
wore to join the Fnmch army ; whereupon 
the duke of Monmouth embarked for Flan- 
’.ivtUf and assisted in faking several towns 
from the Dutch. 

Alai/ 2'^. The duke of York engage<l 
the Dutch in Suuthwwld-hay. The battle 
was very olaitinately fought from morning 
till evening; several great ships aiuLsoinb 
thousands of men were ilestroyed, among 
the rest the earl of Sandwich) ttilmiral of 
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the blue, whose ship was set on fire and 
blown up. 

29. This bein^ the anniversary of the 
){ing*s birth and restoration, the new con- 
duit erected by sir Thomas Vyner in Stocks 
market, was first opened, and run with 
wine for several hours. 

June 12. A proclamation issued to re- 
strain the spreading; of false news, and 
licentious talking of matters of state and 
government. 

July, The French king having over-run 
great part of Holland, took possession of 
Utrecht, and kept his court there ; the 
Dutch were obliged to lay their country 
under water. The English and French fleet 
menaced the Dutch coasts, and would have 
made a descent, but were driven oil* by 
stormy weather. The prince of Orange 
was made stadtholder, and captain-general 
of the Dutch ; and pensioner De Witt, who 
had long governed the atfairsuf the United | 
Provinces, with his hrulher iiuart Van ! 
Piitten, were torn in pieces by the mob the 
20th of August following. 

yiuy. 16. A proclamation was issued for 
making current his majesty's farthings and 
halfpence, and prohiluting those made by 
private persons to be paid or received in 
trade. 

1673. Feb. 5. The king made a speech 
to both booses, d c’.arir.g the lucesMty of 
a war with the Dutch, and desiring suji- 
plies. He told them his indulgence to 
dissenters bad a good efiect, and he would 
admit of no contradiction in that point. 
The loril chancellor Shaftesbury the same 
day made a speech, wherein ‘ Delenda esl 
Carlhnyoj^ the Dutch must he extirpated : 
they England’s eternal enemy by 

interest and inclination. 

7. The commons voted the king an 
eighteen nioutlu’ assessment of 70,0017. a 
moiitii. This large grant was obtained by 
the court buying over ^ Ihirnet ii., 83), by 
places and gratuities, the two leaders ol 
the opposition, sic Thomas Lee, and Mr.! 
Oarroway. 

10. Resolved, hy a majority of 168 to 
116, that ‘ penal statutes in matters eccle- 
Kiasiical, cannot be snspnuled hut hy act 
of parliament.’ 

W nls Under the great seal, and not hy 
the speaker, having been issued, during 
the recess, for electing members to fill up 
the house in vacant uhices, the commons 
voted those writs to he irregular, and ex* 
pelled the menibers who had been elected 
upon them. 

19- The commons addressed Cliailes to 
revoke hia declaration of indulgence to dis- 
scuUrs. 

23. The king sent the commons a mes- 
in answer to their address, that he 
did not pretend to suspend any laws, 


wherein the properties, rights, or liberties 
of the subject are concerned, or to alter 
any thing in the .doctrine 'or discipline of 
the church of England, hut only to take off 
the penalties inflicted on dissenters. 

27. The commons not satisfied with the 
king, entered into new measures, and re- 
solved not to pass the money hill till they 
procured a redress of grievances, and parti- 
cularly a revocation of the declaration for 
liberty of conscience. 

Mar. 8. The king having received an- 
other address from both houses against the 
dissenters, promised to retract his declara- 
tion ; and assured them, that what he had 
done in that particular, should not for the 
future be drawn into ‘ consequence.* 

9. The cabal was much displeased with 
the king’s concessions, and the earl of 
Shaftesbury, finding him yield to the le- 
pre.sentatioiis of the parliament, made his 
court to the whigs. 

29. The royal assent was given to the 
Test Act, which required all officers, civil 
and military, to receive the sacrament ac- 
cording to the rites of the church of Eng- 
land, and make a declaration against traii- 
substuntiat ion. Shortly after, the test was re- 
lused by the duke of York, and he resigned 
all bis employments. Lord Ciifl'ord followed 
his exampli*. Prince Rujwrt obtained the 
command of the fleet. 

Ji4fte 9. The great seal taken from 
Shaftesbury, and given to sir Heneage 
Finch, and sir Francis North succeeded 
the latter as attorney-general. North did 
not vacate his seat on this occasion, us had 
been usual since the resolution of 1G14, 
which declared that in tuture, no attorney- 
general should sit in the commons, because 
V)y his office he is an a’^sistant of \he hoio 
of lords (Liug. Hist, xii., 283). All his 
succes.sors ha\e sat without molestation. 

14. An order of council that no papist, 
or reputed papist, come to court. 

--/wy. 11. Prince Rupiut gained a third 
victory over the Dutch ; but the French 
squadriin .standing neuter the latter part of 
the day, it was not s«) complete as it might 
h.ave bee 

20. Parliament met, and the commons 
voted an address to the king, against tlie 
duke of York’s marrving the princess Mv»- 
dena, or any other person not of the pro- 
testaut religion. 

27* The king came to the house, and in 
his speech desired supplies fur the Dutch 
war, and money to discharge the gobl- 
siiiuhs and hunkers, to whom ho was in- 
debted by shutting up the exchequer. 

Nov, 4. The commons having drawn 
up an address against a standing army, and 
othrr grievaiici N, were siubleuly sent lor to 
attend the king in the house of lords, and 
were prorogued to the 7Ui of January. 
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1674. Jan* 7. Parliameut be^an it 
twelfth session, much incensed aj^ainbi th 
court. 

14, 15. The duke of Bucks and th( 
earl of Arlington examined by the coin< 
mons, as to the advice they had given ii 
the privy council. 

Fe6. 4. Both houses having addresse<l 
the king for a fast, one was a]ipoinred and 
held. 

7. The commons resolved, that th 
keeping any standing forces, other than th 
militia in the nation, was a grievance. 
That according to law, the king ouglit to 
have no guards but the gentlemen pen- 
sioners, and the yeomen of the guard ; and, 
that it was impossible effectually to deliver 
this nation from a standing army, till the 
life-guards were pulled up by the roots. 

11. Parliament promgued by the king. 

2^, Peace with Holland proclaimed. By 
this ]>eace the Dutch agreed to strike lo 
the English in the British seas ; to settle 
the commerce with the Indies ; and that 
the English planters at Surinam (which the 
Dutch had posses.sed themselves of) should 
have liberty to sell their effect'*, and retire ; 
and that the Dutch should pay the king of 
England 200,000/. in lieu of all claims, 
except those relating to India. 

y^prtV 22. An order of council issued, 
for prosecuting those who built on new 
foundations in the cities of Loudon and 
'Westminster. 

J ime. The king sent sir William Temple 
into Holland to offer a mediation, which 
the states accepted. At the time that 
Charles held the olhce of mediator he re- 
ceived a pension from Prance of 200, UOU/. 
annually. 

Hyde, earl of Clarendon, died, at the 
city of Rouen in Normandy, where he 
had resided for the most part, during the 
seven years of his exile, employed chiefly 
in composing his history of the grand re- 
bellion. 

About the same time died John Milton, 
the author of • Paradise Lost,’ Latin secre- 


Richard III. in 1483. They were interred 
in Westminster -abbey. 

April 13. Parliament opened by the 
king. Dr. Gilbert Burnet, once a chaplain 
or dependant of the duke of Lauderdale's, 
appeared at the bar of the house, as an evi- 
dence against him, and betrayed the private 
conversation he had with his lordship. 

26. Articles of impeachment were draw ii 
up against the earl of Dauby, but dis- 
agreed to by the house. 

May 1.'>. Dr. Shirley brought an appeal 
to the house of lords against sir John 
Fagg, a member of the commons, and was 
ordered to be taken into the custody of the 
Serjeant at arms ; afterwards serjeant Pem- 
berton, and all the council that apjieaied 
for Shirley at th • lords' bar, were taken into 
custody; whereupon the commons oid<re<l 
the u>her of the black rod to take the Ser- 
jeant at arms into custody ; and the contest 
was carried to a greater height between the 
wo houses than was ever known before. 

June y. Both houses prorogued by the 
iiig on account of their differences, though 
a single act had not been parsed. It whs 

very stormy session. According to Cole- 
man, 200,000/. was spent in bribing tlie 
ineml>er.s of the commons, part of it ad- 
vanced by lord Danby, and the Dutch and 
Spanish atnbus>adurs. 

July 1. Luzaiicy, a French impostor, 
nakes a public abjuration of popery in the 
iulpit of tbe Savoy, and pretends to disclose 
i horiible plot against the government. 

Aug. 10, Charles duke of Lenox, natural 
ion to Charles II. by Qiierouaille, duchess 
if Portsmouth, created duke of Kichmoiid, 
and the king assigned to him the domain 
f Aubigne, given to him by the king of 
'ranee. 

Oil. 14. Parliament met, and voted 
300,000/. to build twenty large ships. 

A test pro(>osed in the cummont to be 
taken by each member, disclaiming any 
biibe or pension ,’ but the motion was g< t 
rid of, by the members slipping out of ihe 
house. 


tary to the lung parliament, and afterwards 
to Oliver Cromwell. 

Dec, 18. Charle.s, having at his enter- 
tainment at Guildhall in the city of Lon- 
don, the 29th of October lust, accepted of 
the freedom of the city, by tbe huuds of 
sir Thomas Player, chamberlain ; this day 
the lord mayor and court of ah^'Toieii 
waited upon the king at Whiteha , and 
presented him with the copy of the frre- 
domof the city, in a box of massy gold, the 
seal thereof hanging in a gold box, which 
was set over with diamonds. 

I67.'>. Mar, 16, Under a pair of stairs 
in the Tower, were found two bodies sup- j 
posed to be those of Edward V. and his I 
brother Richard, murdered by tlieir uncle [ 


The trade with France being taken into 
coiKsiderution, it appeared, that of silk und 
linen manufactures only, there were im- 
ported annually from Fiance, the value of 
800 , 000 /, ; of wine, brandy, and other com- 
modities, 300 , 000 /. ; besiues an incredible 
I r umber of toys, lace, and rich cloths. The 
j total oi imports I rum France amounted to 
j I JiOOjtiOO/. ; of exports to France, to 
170 , 000 /. Exclusive of about 600 , 000 /. of 
I Fr ncli wines, silks, and other goods smiig- 
: gled into this country, 
j Nuv, 19. The differences lietweeii the 
two houses, in the case of Bhirlev and 
Fagg, revived ; the commons resolvedr^kat 
whosoever should prosecute any appeal be- 
fore the lords, against any commoner trout 
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any court of equity, should be deemed a 
betrayer of the rights and privileges of the 
commons of Enj^laiul, and should be pro- 
ceeded n^^ainst accurdinp'ly ; and ordered 
this resolution to be affixed to the lobby, 
WestiniiiNtei-hall i^ate, and all the inns of 
court. The lords on th.e contrary, reaolved. 
That the paper posted up aijainst the judi- 
cature of the hou^e of i»eers, was illegal, 
unparliamentary, and tending to the dis- 
solution of the (government. 

Aot\ 22. The king finding the disputes be- 
twet-n the. two houses arise to such a height 
]):or(»gued them to Feb. I5th, 1677, having 
passed no public bill'*, and but three pri- 
vate bills, one whereof was for the rebuild- 
ing of Northampton. This prorogation 
lieing for above a year, it was held equi- 
valent to a dissolution, as the statute of 
Kilwanl HI. required pavliaineots to be 
held once a year. 

24, A proclamation prohibiting the 
importation of any of the commodities ot 
Kiir4>pe into the plantations, which wt*re 
mit liulen in England ; and for putting the 
laws relating to the plantation trade in 
execution. 

Itir ’. Jffft. 8. A proclamation having 
been issued, fur suppressing coffee ami tea 
hiaises, another came forth |K‘rmitting them 
to In? re-opened, on comlition the keepers 
slionid prevent sedition, and the reading 
of libels in them. 

Ac/;. 7. Cdiarles concludes a treaty with 
Ruvigni, by which it is agreed the king of 
France should pay ("harles a yearly |>en- 
sion of 10(1,000/., subsequently augmented 
to 200,000/. (Ling. Hist. xiii. 4.) It was 
a seasonable relief to the necessitous mo- 
narcli, ami lessened his dependence on 
parliament. He withdrew to Windsor, 
where he. spent his time in the amusements 
of fishing, the suptMintendeiice of iinprove- 
inent.s, and Itie society of friends. The 
country ua.s never more jirosjierous than 
during Jiis retirement, 

f/c/, 8. A great part of Wem in Shrop- 
shire burnt. 

1677, AV/>. 15, Parliament met, and 

th** king requin d them to avoid all ditfer- 
eiices between the two houses ; to provide 
a strength at sea, and a supply fur the sup- 
I'oit of gvivernment ; and assured them he 
sliovdd agree to whatever they could pro- 
pose for the security of their religion and 
projierties. The duke of Buckingham made 

speech, endeavouring to siiow that the 
parliament was in effect dissolved, by the 
prorogation being made for above a year, 
lie was seconded by the earl of Shattes- 
the earl of Salisbury, and lord 
Wharton: whereupon they were all four 
‘‘viit to the Tower, for contempt of the 
authority and being of the present parlia- 
ment. Buckingham, Salisbury, and Whar- 


ton were released soon after, on submis- 
sion.: but Shaftesbury remained prisoner 
thirteen months, when he was discharged 
after begging pardon on his knees at the 
bar of the lords. 

April. During the recess, tlie imperial 
ambassador received 10,000/. and the Spa- 
nish ambassador 12,001)/. to purchase votes 
ill the lower house; and Courtney the 
French envoy was similarly commissioned. 
In January, Charles received part of his 
French pension, and spent it in buying 
votes. 

Nov, 4. Princess Mary married to the 
prince of Orange, at St. James’s, by the 
bishop of London. Her portion was 40,000/. 

1678. Jan. 28. The parliament met, and 
hi.s majesty acquainted the houhc with his 
having concluded an alliance with the 
Dutch for the preservation of Flanders ; 
that he had recalled his troops out of the 
French service, and married his niece the 
princess Mary to the prince of Orange ; and 
desired supplies to support his alliance, and 
pay his niece’s portion. 

30. The commons voted the sum of 
70.000/. for solemnizing the funeral of 
Charles 1. and erecting a monument to his 
memory. The equestrian statue at Cha* 
ring-cross was erected w ith part of this 
money. 

April 10. A fast observed in London. 

Jaly 1. By royal charier, bearing date 
this day, a body corporate was constituted 
by the name of, ihe governors of the charily 
h>r the relief of the poor widows and chil- 
dren of clergymen, with license to possess 
any estate, not exceeding the yearly value 
of 2000/. Upon the accession of Dr. Tur- 
ner's gift, wdiich amounted to about 18,000/. 
the governors (Dec. 16, 1714) obtained an 
augmentation of the said grant, by a license 
to po.ssess the yearly value of ,'ii-OO/. above 
the said *2000/. }>er annum. 

Atfy. 1 1. Peace between France and the 
states concluded at Nimegueii. Spain ac- 
cederl to the treaty of Nimeguen Sept. 17, 
giving up Fraiiche Compte, &c. The em- 
{leior the 5th Feb. following ; and Sweden 
on March 29th. 

14. The prince of Orange fell upon 
marshal f.iixemburgh, near Mons, three 
days alter the peace was concluded Ivetweeii 
France and HoWand, by wlucVi 4000 Uves 
were sacrificed. 

Dr. Tonge, a clergyman, laid certain 
papers before lord treasurer Donby, import, 
mg a conspiracy against the king and the 
protestant religion, by the Jesuits ; after- 
wards called the popish plot. 'Fhe confe- 
derate of Tonge, in rearing this singniur 
fabiic of imposture, was a Titus Oates, 
originally a weaver, and then an anabap- 
tist preacher. 

SrpL 6. Tonge and Titus Oates having 



2a4 BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


drawn up a narrative of the plot, Oates 
made oath of the truth of the l arrative 
before sir Edmuiidhury Godfrey, a justice 
of peace of St. Martin in the Fields. 

28. Tonj;e and Oates laid their narra- 
tive before the council, and were examined ; 
they were afterwards ordered lodj^ings in 
Whitehall, and guards for their security. 

*30. Oates having accused sir (ieorge 
Wakemaii the queen’s physician, Mr. Col- 
man, secretary to the duke of York, and 
Mr. Laujrboriie, a counsellor in the Temple, 
as being in the conspiracy, they were appre- 
bended; together with Thomas Wliiter 
bread, provincial of the Jesuits, and several 
other persons. 

Oct. 17. Sir Edniundbnry Godfrey, before 
whom Oates hatl sworn his narrative, hav- 
ing been missing from bis house some 
days, was found dead, w'ith his sword 
through his body, in a field on Priiiiiose- 
hill, and the coroner's inquest gave iheir 
verdict tliat he was strangled. 

20. A proclamation ofiering a reward 
of 500/. to any one that shotdd discover 
the murilerers of sir K. Godfrey. 

22, 23. Oates examined by the lords 
and commons. The earl of Danby com- 
municated the ph:' to the commons, which 
the king was much displeased at. The 
commons acquainted the lurds of the plot, 
and both houses in.ide tlu ir addresses to the 
king, upon which he issued a pruclamatiuii. 

25. Oates having charged the earl of 
Powis, vihCount Stafford, lord Arundel, lord 
Peire, lord Bel!asy.se, and air Henry Titch- 
burne with the plot, they surrendered, and 
were committed to the Tower. A procla- 
mation issued for a general fa'>t;(mtlie 
30th another, commanding all popish re- 
Kusaiits to depart ten miles from the metro- 
polis ; and aiiotlier fur the discovery of ail 
popish recusants in tJie king's guards. 

31. The commons resolved, that there 
was a hellish plot of the papists to assas- 
sinate the king, and subvert the established 
religion and government. 

Sir Edmundbury’s corpse being embalm- 
ed, was carried in a solemn manner from 
Bridewell-hospital, of which he was one 1 
of the governors, to the church of St. Mar- 
tin in the Fields, where he was buried. The 
pall was sup\»orted by eight kuighti, all 
justices ; all the aldermen atteinii d, and 
seventy-two ministers walked two and two 
before the body, and others in the sa' forui 
after it, which closed the processic . 

JSTov. 4. A debate in the commons con- 
cerning the excluding the duke of York 
from succeeding to the crown. 

7. William Bedloe, formerly an ostler to 
lord Bellasyse, and a convicted robber, be- 
came an evidence in the popish plot, and 
tempted by the reward, ])retended to dis- 
cover the nuirilerere of Godfrey. Bedloe 


I declared ho had heard that 40,000 men 
were to meet at St. Jago, as pilgrims, and 
to come over from Spain, but knew nothing 
of any fleet to convey them. 

y. The king made a speech to both 
houses, assuring them he was ready to pass 
auy bill to make them safe and easy in the 
reign of his successor, so as it did not tend 
to impeach the right of succession in the 
true line. 

12. Mr. Price, captain Spalding, and 
five others arrested, being charged by Bed- 
lue with the plot. 

A proclamation forbidding papists to 
depart five miles from their houses without 
a license. 

17. A proclamation ofleriiig a reward 
of 20/. for the discovery of a Jesuit. 

Ifl. The commons sent sir Joseph Wil- 
liamson, Secretary of state, to the Tower^ 
for signing warrants for commissions to 
some jiopish recusants. 

\ debate arising on the hill for disabling 
papists to sit in purliameiit, and high words 
passing hetwern sir Jonathan Trclawney 
(afterwanis bishop of Winchester) and Mr. 
Ash ; sir Jon.itlian stiuck Mr. Ash. which 
Mr. .Ash returi.ing. they were about to 
draw their swords, but the memliers inter- 
posed : s:r Jonathan was sent to the 'l ower, 
ami Mr. Ash severely repninaiided by the 
speaker. 

21. Staley, a catholic goldsmith, con- 
victed on the testimony of a .Scotchman of 
infamous character, (•!’ saying, ‘ Here's the 
hand that u ill kdl the and (>lher trea- 

sonable words ; fur which he was executed 
the 26th at Tyburn. 

27. Coleman, secretary to the duchess 
of York, convicted of high-treason, in carry- 
ing on a correspondence with Le Chaise, 
the French king’s confessor, in order to 
subvert the established religion and govern- 
ment ; he was the first victim to the perju- 
ries of Oates and Bedloe, and was exe- 
cuted the 3rd of December, professing his 
innocence to the last. 

28. A proclamation issued, ofl'eriiig a 
pardon and 200/. to any person concerned 
in thepojdsh plot, to come in and make a 
further discovery. Dugdale, formerly a 
servant of loril Aston's, became an evidence 
against his lord, and the other popish lords. 

30. Ihe king passed the bill for dis- 
abling papists to sit in either house of par- 
liament; this exclusion, originating in an 
absurd alarm, continued 150 years. 

Oates and Bedloe charged the queen 
V th being concerned in the plot ; where- 
upon il»e commons adrlresKed the king, 
that the queen and all her family, and all 
papists anil reputed papists, be removed 
from AVhitehall. They resolved alwi upon 
another address, that all papists and re- 
puted paylists in the kingdom of England 
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bo ai)iirehen(led and secured. The kin^, 
vesentmg the insolence of Oates, put him 
under a stricter guard ; whereupon the 
cominuns addressed Charles that Oates be 
heed from restraint, and a competent al- 
lowuiue granted him. 

Pec. 6. The commons impeached of 
high-treasoii the five lords in the Tower, 
but did not exhibit articles. 

17. William IreUiid, Thomas Picker- 
ing, Thomas Whitebread, and John Fen* 
wick, priests, and John Giove, a biy-hru- 
ther, arraigned for conspiring to assassinate 
the king. The jury discharged Whitebread 
a»iil Fenwick, for want of evidence ; hut 
the other three were convicted. Ireland 
and Grove were executed the ‘24th of Ja- 
nuary, and Pickering, on the 9th of May, 
1679. They all protestea to the last their 
entire innocence of the treasons ; they were 
convicted by the perjuries of Redlue and 
Oates. 

‘21. The earl of Dunhy, lord treasurer, j 
was impeached by the coiiunons for endea- 
vouring to subvert the constitution, and 
introduce arbitrary guveriirneiit. Lord Dau- 
by affirmed, be had never done any thing 
of great moment, for which he had not 
always had his majesty's comiiiand. 

Trance, a silversmith, being accused by 
Hedloe (»f being one of tbe uuinlerersof sir 
Eiimuudbory Godfrey, was aj prehended ' 
and sent to Newgate. i 

Prance accused Green, Berry, and 
Hill, of the inunler, who were apprehended, 
lie aftcrwaids retracted his evidence, but 
chained on the floor of his prison, and 
bereaved of reason, he re-alfirmed the truth 
of Ids first story. 

1679. Jan. A. Titus Oates being ailowe»l 
ten jiound', a w»*ek h»r subsistence, peti- 
tioneil for a fiuther allowance. 

27). A proclamation was i.ssued fordissolv- 
i.'ig pariiainent ; it had sat eighteen years, 
and was called the pension parliament. 

The earl of Pembroke was this year com- 
mitted to the Tower, for abusing the con- . 
secrated hiead and wine, but (li>m)ssed hy I 
the lords, because there was no other evi- 
dence aged list him but lord North's chap- 
lain, upon the earl's denying the charge, 
upon his honour. He was also tried by his j 
peers fur murder, but found gvulty of mau- 
blaughter. 

This year died Henry Oldenburg, secre- 
tary to tbe royal society, and first publisher 
ol the philosophical transactions. Also 
Andrew Marvel, the clever and incor- 
ruptible representative of Hull. 

Several persons threatened and tortured 
V tliem confess the murder of tir 

Edmiiiidhury Godfrey 

Feo, 10. Green, Berry, and Hill, coii- 
^jcted, on the contradictory evidence of 
Bedloe and Prance, of the murder of God- 


frey, executeil, amidst asseverations of in- 
nocence, on the 2l8t instant. 

28. Charles sent a letter to the duke o« 
York, to withdraw ; whereupon James with 
his family, embarked for Flanders, to re- 
side at Brussels. 

Afar, 6. Parliament met, and the king 
made a speech, acquainting them that he 
had disbanded part of the army, and bho||^d 
disband the rest as soon as he had supplies 
to enable him to ilo it. That he had com- 
manded his brother to be absent, that there 
might be no colour to surmise he was go- 
verned by popish councils ; and that he 
had not been idle in prosecuting the popish 
plot, and putting the laws in force against 
papists. He desired supplies suitable to 
j the necessities of the state, and hoped that 
j it would prove a healing parliament. The 
I commons choose Mr. Seymour for speaker, 
but the king not approving him, sergeant 
Gregory was substituted. 

21. Oates, besides the earl of Danb) , 
charged sir John Robinson, coluiiel Sack- 
vile, and captain Goring, members of the 
commons, with the plot. The cominuns 
addressed that Bedloe might bo paid the 
500/. for the discovery of Godfrey's inuvde.'*, 
and that the 20/. reward be paid to those 
who discovered the popish priests; and 
that the king would take Bedloe into his 
protection ; with which Charles complied. 
Both houses concur in a resolution of the 
certainty of tbe plot, and in an mUlress fur 
a fast. 

23. The king having gi anted the earl 
of Danby a panlon, tbe commons resolved 
on an address, to represent the illegality of 
it, and tlie dangerous consequences of 
granting pardons to persons impeached. 
The commons examiue<l into tbe earl's 
' pardon, to which the chancellor excused 
him.self putting the se.il. 

jJprii I. The coinmon.s ndeasejl colonel 
.Sackvile from tbe Tower, but he w.»s ex- 
pelled the house for speaking slightingly of 
the \>lot. 

4, Articles of impeachment were carried 
np against the five poj ish lorils in the 
Tower. 

1 5. The earl of Danby surrendered him- 
.self, and was committed to tbe Tower. 

‘2\. ('baxles, acting under tbe advice ot 
I sir \V. Temple, constituted a new council 
of thirty — half whigs, and half tories. 
They were selected partly for their pro- 
perty, as a balance to the house of coin- 
; iiums. Their income was computed at 
j 300,000/, ; that of the commons at 400,000/. 
1 Shaftesbury was made president of the new 
' cotincil. 

!• Au alleged design was discovered to luu n 
J the city of London. The house of «»iu* Bird 
I being set on fire by his servant, Elizabeth 
I Oxley, who wa.** taken, and confessed oi^e 
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Stubbs, a papist, bribed her to it for five 
pounds. Stubbs was taken, and coniesse* 
father Gifiard, his confessor, put him upoi 
it. This accident made the commons ad- 
dress the king fur the execution of tliu 
Jesuits before condemned. 

24. Mr. Reading, barrister, was tried 
and convicted at the king’s-bench bar. for 
tampering with Bedloe, to conceal part of 
his evidence against the popish lords, fined 
1000/., to be imprisoned fur a year, and 
stand ill the pillory in Palace-yard. 

27. The commons resolved, That the 
duke of York being a papist, the hope of 
his succeeding to the crown had given the 
greatest countenance and encouragement 
to the present con»i>iracies of the papists 
against the king and protestant religion, 
and ordered lord Russell to carry up the 
said vote to the lorils for their concurrence. 
The commons addn-ssed the king for the 
execution of Pickering, and several con- 
demned popish priests and Jesuits. 

30. The king came to the house, and re- 
peated his former declaration to consent to 
any laws for the security of the protestant 
religion, so as the right of succession in his 
brother was not defeateil. 

May 3. Dr. Sharp, archbishop of St. 
Andrew’s, murdered in his coach near 
Magus Muir, by Balfour, Danziel, and ten 
other fanatical covenanters. 

5. The commons resolved, “ That the 
pardon pUadtd by the earl of Dunby, to 
thrtr impeachment ^ wai illeyal and 
and demanded judgment of the lords 
against him. 

8. The lords acquainted the commons 
that they had appointed Saturday, the 10th 
instant, to hear the earl of Dauby by his 
counsel, to make good his plea ; whereupon 
the commons resolved, that no commoner 
presume to maintain the validity of the 
pardon pleaded by the earl of Danby. The 
fords acquainted the commons also, that 
the I4th instant was appointed for the 
trial of the five popi^>h lords: but the two 
houses not agreeing as to the proceedings 
in the trial, they were not tried this session. 

15. I1ie commons order a hill to be 
brought in, to disqualify the duke of York 
from succeeding to the ciown. It was put 
into the form of an address, and presented 
to the king, who thanked them, and said 

he would always endeavour to secure 
the protestant religion.” 

During these proceedings a diiicrence 
arose between the houses as to tbi* right 
of the bishops, being only lords of par- 
liament, to sit on the trial of the im^ 
peached lords. 

23. T\venty-seven members of the late 
parliament discovered to have been pen- 
sioners of the court. 

2o. The king sent a message to the 


house by lord Russell for the execution o\ 
Pickering, and for their assistance in put^ 
ting the fleet in good repair. 

27. Parliament being about to puss a 
strong resolution relative to the late cor- 
ruption, it is suddenly prorogued, the royal 
assent having first been given to the ha- 
beas corpus act. This important statute for 
securing the subject against arbitrary im- 
prisonment, was at last obtained, chiefly 
through the management of Shaftesbury, 
and is some set-oflT against the many of- 
fences of that changeling minister. 

June 1. Covenanteis defeat Graham of 
riaverhouse at Drumclog. 

13. Thomas Whitebread, provincial of 
the iesuits, William Harcourt, rector of 
London, John Fenwick, procuratjr of the 
Jesuits, John Gaven and Anthony Turner, 
priests, trieil and convicted at ihe Old 
Bailey, of high-t reason, in conspiring to 
assassinate the king, and subvert the esta- 
blished religion and government. They 
were executed at T}burn, Ihe 21st, profess- 
ing their innocence b) the last. 

14. Richard Langhorne, a counsellor, 
convicted of high-treason, as a conspirator 
in the popish plot, and executed the 14th 
of July. These convictions were on the 
evidence of Bedloe and Oates, and were 
chiefly obtained from the partial summing 
up of Scruggs, and the mean acquiescence 
of the other jiulges. 

22. The duke of Monmouth defeated 
the covenanters at Bothwell-hridge in Scot- 
land, and among the prisoners, took several 
of the murderers of the archbishop of St. 
Andrew's, who were afterw'ards hanged. 

July 13. Sir G. Wakemau and i»th»ns 
tried tor treason, are acquittetl, Oates being 
convicted (d' a barefaced |)erjury. 

Auy. 27. Lewis and several popish 
priests executed at Lske in Monmouth- 
shire, for exercising their functions. 

tiept. 2. The king being taken very ill, 
the earl of Kssex and lord Halifax advise<l 
him to seinl for the duke of York, who 
came over from Flanders. 

Ort. 15. The king informs the council 
he meant to prorogue parliament for a 
twelvemonth, which astonished the rouncil; 
and sir William Temple advised his ma- 
jesty to form a new council. Sir W’. Tem- 
ple and others retired into the country, and 
;he aflairs of the kingdom remained in tlie 
hands of the earl of Sunderland, Mr. Hyde, 
:uid Mr. Sydney Godolphin. 

23 Thomas Dangerficld examined by 
iV ; council, concerning the meal-tub plot. 
It is supposed at first to have been a con- 
trivance of the papists, to discredit the wit- 
nesses of Oates's plot, and fix a charge of 
treason on the presbyterians. But the mys- 
tery of it was never clearly unravelled. 
From the hvads of it being found in ® 
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paper contained in a tub of meal, it obtained 
the name of the MeoU-tuh 

Nw. 12. A proclamatioii, offering 100/. 
for the discovery of eveiy priest or ie.Miit. 

17. This being queen Elizabethans birth- 
day, ihe effigies of the pope, the devil, sir 
George Jefferies, Mr. L’Estrange, &c. car- 
‘ied in procession, and burnt at Temple-bar 
by the whig mob. 

26. The people being excited to pe- 
tition in a tumultuous manner for the sitting 
•f the parliament, a proclainut’on issued, 
prohibiting the promoting such petitions. 

Sir Walter Hungerford, and several 
W^iltshire gentlemen, having petitioned for 
the silting of parliament, were reprehended 
by the king, as were several other peti- 
tioners; such petitions were generally re- 
jected by the grand juries of the counties ; 
and counter-addresses, from the gentry and 
merchants, presented, expressive of ahhur- 
rence of the practices of the petitioners. 

The terms whig and tory had m w be- 
come the fixed names of the two great po- 
litical parties which for a century and .a 
half divi<led the nation. The tirst had long 
before been given to the covenanters in the 
vest of Scotland, and was supposed to con- 
vey the double opprobrium of poverty and 
sedition. The second originated in Ire- 
land. and is <lerived from toruighim — to 
pursue for pb I nder.” (Ling. Hist, xi, 13.).) 
It imported a leaning towards po]H'ry and 
despotism, and was first applied to the na- 
tive> of Ireland, who having t)eeii deprive*! 

‘ f their estates, s\ipportt*d themselves by 
dej'n dations on the English settlers. The 
wl.igs, or fietitionern^ were directed by the 
earl of Shal t«*sbury, in opposition to the oA- 
horrrrs ol‘add^e^se^s. report was spread 
of tlie duke of MoniivmtbS b*gitiniacy. 

Urc, 4. ’l)icd, TboiiMis Hobbes, aged 
91, tlie philosopher of Malmesbury, and 
according to Mr. IIallam,tbe first good 
Kngli-h uriti-r 

1680. Ja;i. 9. Sir Robert Peyton com- 
mitted to the Tower, for some words cun- 
rerning a phi^ on the evidence of Mrs. 
Cellier, the colleague of Dangei field. 

Fef),C}. Benjamin Harris convicted of 
publishing seditious liliels, fined 500/., and 
pilloriei!. Also, Francis Smith and Langley 
Curtis, lx)c>ksellers. 

24. The duke and duchess of York ar- 
rived at W’ldtehall, and appeared at court. 

March 8. Charles and the duke of York 
were entertained by sir Robert Clayton, the 
lord-mayor, at bis house in the Old Jewry. 

9- A proclamation, declaring no person 
should be pardoned who killed another in a 
duel. 

^pri/ 7 . An order of council prohibiting 
boiihres ou the 29th of May, or on iinv 
other festival, without perinission. 

May IL An indictment for high-treason 


being preferred to the graiul-jury of Mid- 
dlesex, against the countess of Powis, as 
concerned in the popish plot, upon the evi- 
dence of Dangerfield, the bill was ignored. 

16. A proclamation, prohibiting the 
printing of newspapers and pamphlets with- 
out a license. The judges had unanimously 
declared such practice to be illegal. 

June 23. Lord Castlemaine tried at the 
King’s-bench bar for high-treason, as con- 
cerned ill the popish plot ; but ihu jury not 
crediting Oates and Dangerfield. the wit- 
nesses, he was acquitted. 

29. Richard Hadley, convicted of scan- 
dalous words against the lord-chief -justice 
Scroggs, fined 200/. 

Ju/g 14. The two sheriffs having refused 
to qualify a new election, when two presliy- 
terians were chosen, in opposition to the 
two court candidates ; at the close of the 
poll the numbers were — (Jorniiih, 2483; 
Bethel, 2276 ; Box, 1428 ; Nichols»n, 1230. 

17. John Giles, convicted of assaulting 
and wounding Mr. Arnold, sentenced to 
stand three times in the pillory, and fined 
500/. 

23. An insurrection of the field conven- 
ticlers in Scotl.md, led by one Cameron, 
dispersed by colonel Bruce, and Cameron 
killed. 

>^ug, 2. LadyTem^test and Mrs. Pres- 
wicks tried at York as-izes for bigh- 
treason, in being concerned in the popish 
plot, aixl acquitted ; but Thwing, a prie.st, 
was convicted. Sir Timmas Gascoigne, sir 
Miles Stapleton, and Mr. Ingleby had been 
tiieil as iiceompUces in the same plot, and 
acquitted. The principal witness was Bob- 
ron, a discarded yuperintcudeiit of the 
coal-inineH of Sir Tlumias. 

20. William Bedloe died at Bristol, and 
in his oying words averred to the lord- 
chief-justice Noith the truth of tlie popish 
plot, and that the queen and the duke of 
Y» rk were coueerned in it, except as to 
the design against the king’s life. 

Sept, 13. Mrs. Celiier c»mvicted of a libel, 
called Ma/tce IJrJfatedj' sentenced to 
stand three times in the pillory, and fined 
1000 /. 

Oct» 0. A fine of 100/. set upon Mr. 
Shipton, for defaming Oates, Bedloe, and 
Dugtlale, witnesses to the popish plot. 

Before the meeting of jiarliament, the earl 
of Shaftesbury, with lords Russell and Ca- 
vendish, and ten other lords, nccompanied 
by Oates, went to Westnuuster-hall, and 
at the KingVbeuch bar, by a biW \u form, 
presented the duke of York as a jKipish 
recusant, and Ihe duchess of Portsmouth 
as a national nuiannee. The iiidges got rid 
of the application by the suddm dismissal 
of the grand-jurv. 

20. The duke of York returns to Scot- 
and, by desire of Cliailes. 
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21. Parliament met at Westminster, aud ing up the proclamation against petition- 
the king made a speech, acqnaimiiig them ing for a parliament. The like against sii 
with the alliance he ha<l made with Spain, William Junes, a judge of the king's hench, 
and again offers to give them any satisfac- and against sir Richard Weaton a baron of 


tion for the security of the protestant reli- 
gion, but altering the succession. He re- 
commended a further examination of the 
popish plot, aiifl the bringing the loids in 
the Tower to their trials : he recommended 
also to them the preservation of Tangier, 
but above all, a perfect union among them- 
selves. /riie commons immediately expel- 
led some of their members who had been 
abbojavrs, and addressed his majesty to re- 
move uiheis from places of trust. They 
expelled sir Francis VVithens, and sent him 
to the Tower, for being an abhorrer : they 
also expelled several other members on the 
same account. They recommended Dr. 
Tonge, the first discoverer of the plot, to 
his majesty, for some ecclesiastical prefer- 
ment ; but ho <iied the December following, 
witlmut reaping any advantage by it. 

‘26. Daiigertield exainiiietl at the bar of 
the house ; and, notwithstanding the in- 
famy of bis character, he is, amut the pre- 
valent horror of popery, listened to with 
credulous attention 

27. The commons resolve, “Tliat it is 
the undoubted right of the suliji ct to peti- 
tion for the calling of a parliament, ami 
that to traduce such petition', as tumultuous 
and seditious, is to contribute to the design 
of altering the constitution.” 

Nov. *2. A bill brought in for disabling 
James, duke of Y»-rk, to inherit the crown. 
The object of Shaftesbury, and some of the 
v.'higjr, was to alter the succes-.ion, ami su- 
persede the king’s brother hy Monmouth. 

11. Hetheringtoii, Murphy, the two 
Fitzgeralds, and several other Irishmen, 
came over, and gave information of a popish 
plot in Ireland, before the house of com- 
mons. 

13. James Skein, Archibald Stewaifi, 
John Spreuei, and other Sc 'tch rebelslieing 
taken, justitied the lawfulness of killing 
the king, and the murder of the archbishop 
of St. Andrew, and ift December hdluwing 
were convicted of treason aod rebellion. 

Nov. 15. The commons having gassed 
the exclusion bill, it was carried up to the 
lords by lord Russell; but it was thrown 
out by that house at the first reading, by 
63 to 30, the king being at that tlint* pre- 
sent ill the house. All the bisho{»s ] c.>eQt, 
14 in number, voted agaiust the bill. 

17. Being queen Fdizabeth’s birth-day, 
the pope, Kir George Jefferies, and Mr. 
L'Estrange were again burnt in efligy< 

22. A comet apjieared at Falmouth for 
a week, and the next month in other parts 
of England. 

24. The commons voted an impeach- 
iteiit against chief-justice North for draw- 


the exchequer. 

30. William viscount Stafford brought 
to his trial, before the house of peers, as a 
ainspirator in the popish plot. The duchess 
of Portsmouth sat near the commons at 
the trial, "dispensing her sweetmeats and 
gracious looks among them.” 

Dec. 7. Lord Stafford convicted of high- 
treason, by 55 to 31, and beheaded the 29th. 
Lord Russell and some others, questioning 
the king's power to remit the hanging.draw- 
ing, and quartering. Bethel ami Cornish, 
the sheriffs of Loudon and Midtllesex, ap- 
plied to the commons for direction, who de- 
clared they were content lord Stafford 
should he beheaded only. 

30. The commons vote that no member 
shall accept any place without leave of the 
house, and brought in a bill for uniting the 
king’s protestant subjects. This bill met 
with great opposition, and was leliriqui.sh- 
ed for one which exempted the jirutestant 
dissenters from the penalty imposed on 
the papists, hy the act of the 35th of Eliza- 
beth. It jiassed both houses. 

According to Hallam (Const. Hist. ii. 
547 the leaders of the opposition, — sir 
Thomas Littleton, Mr. Garroway, Mr. 
Hampden. Mr. Powle, Mr. Sucheverell, and 
Mr. Foh y were in the practice of receiving 
gratuities from the French king, of 300 or 
500 guineas, as testimonies of his favour. 
Lords Holies and Russell were also in com- 
munication wiih France, but received no 
pecuniary remuneration. Their objects ap- 
jiear to have been patriotic — to detach 
France from the king, defeat the popish 
faction, and ]>rociire the dismissal of a 
corru[ t minister and parliament. « 

This year died the earl of Rochester ; 
Samuel Butler, author of “ lludibras ;'*a«d 
the famous painter sir Peter Laly. 

1681. Jan. 5. Articles of impeachment 
weie drawn up against chief jtfstice Scroggs, 
pfincii>ally for discharging the grand-jury, 
when a presentment of recusancy wa.s 
about to be preferred against the duke of 
York. 

7. The commons n solved, that until a 
bill be passed for excluding the duke of 
York, they could not give any supply with- 
t danger to his majesty, and extreme 
liiizard to the protestant religion. They 
aLo resolved, that whoever should lend the 
king any money ujion any branch of bis 
revenue, or buy any tally of anticipation, 
should be adjudged a himierer of the sitting 
of parliaments, and be responsible for tbu 
same in parliament. 

10. The coniiiioiis having notice that 
the king would prorogue twin thia day 
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came early to the house, and resolved, 
1. That whoever advised his majesty to 
y)roro^iie the parliament, was a betrayer of 
the king and kingdom, and the protestant 
religion : 2. That the penal acts again>t re- 
cusants ought not to he extended to protest- 
ant dissenters ; 3. That tlie prosecuting 
of dissenters upon the penal laws, at this 
time, was grievous to the subject, a weaken- 
ing to the protestant interest, and danger- 
ous to the peace of the kingdom. After 
wltich the King sent for them up to the 
house of peers, and the parliament was 
prorogued. 

Jan. 8. A proclamatitui, dissolving par- 
liament, and calling another, to meet at 
Oxlbnl. 

25. Sir Robert Peyton, having been 
brought upo\i his knees, and expelled the 
bouse of commons, he challenged Mr. Wil- 
liams, the spe.tker, who complaining to the 
council ; sir Robert Peyton was sent to 
thi‘ Tower. 

Frh, 28. Kdward Fitzbarris. the son of 
sir Edward Fitzbarris, of Ireland, commit- 
ted for a libel, aspersing the late king and 
tlie present. 

Mur. 11. Several of the whig party hav- 
ing been tam]'ering with Fitzbarris in 
Newgate, to make him accuse the (jueeo 
and the duke of the popish plot, the go- 
verimieut thought fit to send him from 
Newgate to the Tower. 

The earl of Essex and fifteen (»ther lords 
petition the king to allow parliament to 
meet at Oxford. 

1 I. The French king concludes a secret 
treaty, by which he stipulates to pay Charles 
200. ObO livres for the current year, and 
500,000 crowns the two f.illowing years, on 
coiiditiou he .shall gradually withdraw from 
the Spanish alliance. 

Charles and his court set out for Ox- 
ftud, where tliey were received by the 
university with all demonstrations of loyalty 
and aHiudion. 

17. Many of the meuibers of parliament 
cameariiud, with numerous retinues, to 
Oxibrd ; particularly the nieinhers for the 
( ity uf London came with a numerous body 
of well-armed horse, with iihl>ons in their 
hats, with this inscription,-*-*^ No popery ! 
No slavery F’ 

21. Parliament met at Oxford, the gal- 

lery at the jmhlic schools being ]>repnred 
lor ttie li)rds, and the convocation-house I 
for the commons. . j 

22. The commons voted that the votes j 
of the house of commons should he printed, i 

The expedients proposed in.^tead of > 
the bill of exclusion in this parliament : 
were, “That the whole government, upon' 

« ileath of the king, should V>e vested in 
a regent, who should he the princess of 
Orange, and if she died without iasiie, then 


the princess Anne should be regent ; but if 
the duke of York should have a so.i educated 
a protestant, then the regency should last 
no longer than his minority ; and that the 
regents shoiild govern in the name of their 
father while he lived, hut that be should 
be obliged to reside five liundred miles 
from the British dominions ; and if the 
duke should return to these kingdoms, the 
crown should immediately devolve on the 
regent, and the duke and his adherents he 
deemed guilty of high-treason.” 

28. The bill of exclusion was read again 
the first time, and ordered a second read- 
ing ; whereupon the king came privately 
to the lords, and having sent for the com- 
mons, he told them he observed such heats 
amongst them, and such tlififereiices be- 
tween the tw») huuses, that he thought fit 
to dissolve the parliament. Immediately 
after, the king set out fi>r Windsor, appre- 
hensive of insult from the armed followers 
of .some of the members. 

April 8. The king published a declara- 
tion with his reasons for dissolving the 
two last parliaments, ascribing to them 
factious ami arbitrary proceedings. It 
had a powerful efiect, and was ordered to 
be lead in ail the churches. An able re- 
ply was put forth by the oppositi >n, en- 
titled ‘‘ A just and modest Vindication of 
the Ih’oceedings of the Two Last Par- 
liament.s,” the production of Somers, Syd- 
ney, and Jones. Addresses of congratula- 
tion were presented to Cliarli s for his de- 
liverance from the republicans, ku<1 were 
favourably received by the king. But the 
lord-mayor and corninon-coiiucil waiting 
upon the king at \Vind.st»r, w ith one of a 
difiTeifiit kiinl, were denied admission, and 
ordered to attend at Ilampton-court, where 
they received a repiimand from the lord- 
chancellor. 

1.1. 31r. L’Estrange began to publish 

bill* Observations,” uud Inith he and Mr. 
Drydeiv endeavoured to exptise the wliigs. 

Francis Smith, a publisher of seditious 
libels, was coinnrHted to Newgate. 

May 16. An indictment was found 
against the earl of Danhy, for being con- 
cerned in the death of sir Kdmundbnry 
Godfrey, ui»on the cvidfiice of Fitzbarris; 
hut he ufterward.s retracting his evidence, 
the imlictment dropped. 

June 5. Mr. Thomas Ashenden having 
written a libel again.st the Creed, the Lord's 
Prayer, and the Ten Comnuiiulmeuts, made 
a public recantation of his errors in the ca- 
thedral church of Peterborough. 

12. Lord William Howard, l>eing charged 
with contriving the tn^asonable libel for 
t which l'\t7.harr\s was convictcHl. is commit- 
ted to the Tower, and the court of king s 
i t»ench refused to admit him to hail. 

1 July]. Oliver Plunket. titular primata 
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of Ireland, and Edward Fitzharris exccutei 
as traitors at Tyburn. Plunket was the 
last victim of the popish jJot imposture. 

2. K ill of Shaftesbury committed to the 
Tower for high-treason : some of the rabble 
hooted him. His papers being searched, 
there was found a treasonable ussociatioii 
drawn up for excluding the duke of York, 
and compelling the king to submit to such 
terms as the whigs should impose upon him. 

23. Prince of Orange arrives in Kiiglaiyl. 

28. The duke of York, as high-cominis- 
sioner, opened the parliament in Scotland, 
which passed many acts in favour of the 
king ; one for the security of the protestant 
religion professed in that realm v/as ra- 
tilied : to this was annexed an oath to be 
taken by all officers in church or state. 
Passive obedience was preached up in all 
the pulpits. 

Auff. 4. The king sent the loyal London 
apprentices a brace of bucks, to their feast 
at Saddlers' hall. 

14. Parliament of Scotland passed an 
act. asserting that the right of succession 
to the crown cannot be defeated V)y religious 
differ»*nces. 

17. Stephen College, the protestant 
joiner, who had been tried and ac<piitted 
at the Old Bailey, was convicted of trea- 
son. and executed at Oxford on the 31sf. 

3d, Titns Oates was turned out of his 
lodgings at Whitehall, and deprived of his 
pension, for bis conduct on the first trial of 
College. 

Sept. 7. The king published an order of 
council, for the entertainment and assist- 
ance of the French protestants, who fled 
hither for shelter, for which the French 
church in London returned him their thanks. | 

27. The king and court were splendidly I 
entertained at Cambridge. i 

29. The loyal party in the city carried 

it for the election of a mayor, but two | 
whigs were chosen Nhenffs. j 

Oci. 19, John Rouse, the leader of the i 
Wapping mob, having an indictment pre- 
ferrerl agaiii.st him at tire Old Bailey for ! 
high-treason, and the facts sworn by eight , 
v/itnesses ; yet the sheriffs are said to have 
so packed the grand-jury, that it was 
thrown out. 

\ov. 9. Francis Smith was convicted of 
printing a seditious libel, called ** A Noble 
Peer’s Speech.” 

24. An indictment of high-trer^ ^otl pre- 
ferred against the earl jf Shaftesbury, at 
the Old Bailey, for framing an nssociatiun 
to exclude the duke of York by force, and 
coerce the king. The jury, refusing credit 
to the witnesses, threw out the bill, to the 
great joy of the citizens, who celebrated it 
by bunflres, ringing of MU, and cries ol 
& ** Shaftesbury,** a “ Monmouth,’* and a 

Buckingham.’* 


Dec, 19. The earl of Argyle wag con- 
victed of high-treason in Scotland: after 
which, escaping out of prison, sentence was 
passed upon him in his absence. 

1682. Jan. 3. Sympson Toiige made 
it appear that his father, Dr. Toiige, and 
Titus Oates, forged and contrived the 
popish ])lot. 

25. The duke of York’s picture in Guild- 
hall defacerl and torn. The lord-mayor and 
court of aldermen offered a reward of 50U/. 
to any one that wuiihl discover the offender. 

Feft. 12. Thomas Thyniie, £sq., shot in 
his coach, in Pall-mall, hy assassins hired 
by count Koniiigsmark, and the next day 
captain V'ratz, Borosky, and Stern, the 
assassins, were apprehended ; and on tlie 
19th, count Koningsmark himself was taken 
at Gravesend in a seaman's habit. 

Sir Samuel Moreland invented a machine 
which, by the strength of eight men, v/ould 
force tlie water in a continual stream from 
he river Thames to the top of W'indsor- 
castle, and sixty feet higher, at the rate of 
ixty barrels an hour. The ex|)eritnent was 
•epeated several times before the king, 
queen, and court, the latter end of this year. 
Charles gave sir Samuel a ntetlal, with bis 
eftigy sei round witli diamonds, and con- 
stituted him master of mechanics, to tes- 
tify his admiration. 

Feb. 28. Count Koningsmark and the 
three assassins were tried at the Old 
Bailey. The three assassins were con- 
victed, but the count lieing favoured bv the 
court, was acipiitted. Vratz, Borosky, and 
Stem were hanged in Pall-mall the lUthof 
March ; and afterwards Borosky, who shot 
Mr. Thyime, was hanged in chains near 
Mde Knd. 

Count Koningsmark and Mr. Thyiine 
were rivals for lady Ogle, and the count 
apprehended the lady was more inclined to 
Mr. Thynne than liim>eir. She was the 
duke of Newcastle’s daughter, said to be a 
virgin widow, and esteemed one of the 
greatest fortunes in England. 

Mar. 4. The king and court went down 
to Newmarket; and the duke of Y"oik ar- 
rived there from Scotland on tlie 1 1th. 

Ajvril 19. Some whig citizens having 
appointed a thanksgiving or festival, in 
order to count Ihe r number, an order of 
council was issued to the lord-mayor, to 
suppress any such meeting, as an unlaw- 
ful assembly. 

22. The duke of York accepted of an in- 
vitation from the Artillery-company, and 
lined with them at Merchant Tailors’-hall. 

May 3. The duke of York embarked on 
board of the G/oucester frigate for Scot 
land. On the 5th, the G/ouceiter struck 
u|M)n the sand called “The I.afraon and 
Oar,” about 16 leagues from the mouth o 
the H umber, and was lost, aith most o 
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the ship's crew and passengers : only the 
duke, and some few that he took with him 
in the pinnace, were saved ; among whom 
was Mr. Churchill, afterwards duke of 
Marlborough, for whose preservation the 
duke of Vork was extremely solicitous. It 
was said that the sinking mariners gave an 
huzza when they saw the duke in safety, 
and with joyful acclamations went down. 

The whigs rendered themselves obnoxious 
to the court, particularly to the duke of 
York, by the pamphlets they published. 
One, under the title of “llie Life of 
Julian the Ajiostate,” made a great noise; 
in which a parallel was drawn between the 
duke of York and that prince : the necessity | 
of an expulsion was shown, and passive ' 
obedience exploded as a Mahometan doc- 
trine. The animosity against the whigs 
was now so excessive, that even in the ad- 
ni in ist ration of justice the judges forgot 
CDininon decency. Pilkington, the sheriff, 
was fined in an action brought by the duke 
of York, for words scandalously spoken, to 
the amount of 100,000/, 

May 8. An order of council issued, pro- 
hibiting persons of tpiality to converse with 
the duke of Monmouth. 

The earl of Shaftesbury brought an ac- 
tion of $cantla/um magnnium against Mr. 
Craddock, for saying he was a traitor ; but 
uj)on the defendant's motion to have a 
jury out of the county, the earl drupi>ed 
the action. 

25. Disputes between the sheriffs and 
lord- mayor, as to the right to adjourn a 
common-hall. 

27. The duke of York returned from 
Scotland, lieing met at Krith by Charles in 
bis barge. 

The court formed a design against Lon- 
don and other corporations, and resolved to 
annul the chr.rter of London. 

Willmore, the foreman of the jury that 
igimred ihe hill against College, convicted 
of kidnapping a boy. 

J»/wr 20. Nathaniel Thomson, William 
Pain, and John Farewell tried and convicted 
of reflecting on the justice of the nation, 
in condeiiining Green, Berry, and Hill, for 
the murder of Godfrey, who committed 
suicide. They were fined 100/. a-piece, and 
Thomson and Farewell sentenced to the 
l*iliory, , 

‘<^4. The corporation of Evesham sur- 
rcndereil their charter. 

-0- Thv sheriffs of London, Pilkington 
»u(l Shute, for continuing the poll for new 
>*heriirs, after the commoii-haU was adjourti- 
J^d l)y the lord-mayor, committed to the 
-luwer, but admitted to bail, the 30th iiist. 

htltj 5, Aaron Smith, convicted of pub- 
seditious libels, sentenceil to stand 

tlie pillory, and pay a fine of 500/. 

11* Mr, Goodeuough, the under-sheriff 


of London, fined 1 00/. for not altering the 
pannel of a jury at the command of the 
bench at llicks*s-hall. 

Id. An order of council issued for again 
beginning the election of sheriffs in Lou- 
don; whereupon Mr. Box and Mr. North 
were chosen, to the satisfaction of the court. 

This year the king received two extraor- 
dinary embassies; one from the king of 
Fez, m Morocco, the other from the king 
of Bantam, in the isle of Java. 

Oc/. 19. Shaftesbury, alarmed at the in- 
creasing power of the court and the decline 
of the whigs, withdrew privately to Holland. 
Charles began to turn their own weapons 
against them. Having got sheriffs to his 
satisfaction, he was enabled to pack juries, 
as his opponents had dune ; and the new- 
modelling of corporations, by the issuing 
of writs of vmrranlo^ gave him the no- 
mination of members of parliament for the 
chief towns, while the county represeiitution 
was mostly devoted to him. 

AW. 30. Prince Rupert died at his 
hou.se in Spring-gardens, and was buried 
in Henry Vllth's chapel at Westminster. 

Dec. Several persons thaihad been appre- 
hended for a riot, by crying out a “ Jfo«- 
mottthy' on the 5th of November, were con- 
victed, sentenced to stand in the pillory, 
and pay a fine to the king. 

13. On order of council against kidnap- 
ping and spiriting people away to the plan- 
tations. 

18. ileneage Finch, carl of Nottingham, 
and lord-chancellor of England, died. Sir 
Francis North, lord-chief justice of the 
Commmi-pleas, was made lord-keeper on 
the 22iid. 

1683. A penny- post first set up in 
I.amdon by an individual named Murray. 
After a IVw years, it was claimed by the 
government, as interfering with the ge- 
neral-post. 

Jan. 22. Anthony Ashley Cooper, the 
first earl of Shafiesbury, dies at Amster- 
dam, of the gout in the stomach, in his 
sixty-second year. He was a bold, schem- 
ing politician, of dubious principles and 
ulaindoiied private habits, lie distinguish- 
ed himself in the civil war both as a com- 
moner and a soldier, and hud an active 
share in tlie Restoration. If he tii«l not con- 
trive the popish plot, he became its manag- 
ing din*ctor, to promote his party purposes. 
He was one of the Cabal, and while lord- 
chancellor, deservedly popular. 

jlprii 7. The city of Norwich accept of 
a new charter. New charters were granted 
last year to Maidstone and Derby. 

24. Mr. Pauillion and Mr. Dubois caused 
sir William l^itcharil the hud -mayor, 
sberitf North, and several oOu r ahlcnnen 
to be arrested and detained tiil one the next 
morning ; whereupon the lieutenancy raised 
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the militiai aud the lord mayor, &c., were 
released. 

May 1. A patent was granted to Robert 
Fitzgerald, Ksq,, for making salt water 
fresh. 

2. The king, to revenge himself of the 
old magistrates of London, issued out a 
cominissioa for trial of the authors of the 
disorders at the election of sheriffs the last 
year, which by the commission was called 
a riotous and unlawful assembly. 

8. Pilkington and Shute, the late sheriffs, 
lord Grey of Werk, alderman Cornish, and 
others were tried at Guildhall, for continu- 
ing the poll for sheriffs after the common- 
hall was adjourned, and assaulting the lord- 
mayor, &c. They were convicted and fini d. 
Pilkington, 500/. ; Shute, 1000 marks ; and 
the lord Grey, Bethel, and Cornish, 1000 
marks each, and the rest in lesser sums. 

June 12. The court of King*s-bench 
gave Judgment against the city, in the quo 
warranto brought against their charter. 
The charter was declared forfeited, but 
judgment could not be entered until the 
king’s pleasure should be further known. 

14. The plot or conspiracy to assassinate 
the king at the Rye-house, in Hertford- 
shire, was discovered by a letter from Jo- 
seph Keeling to lord Dartmouth and secre- 
tary Jenkins. By Keeling’s deposition, the 
conspirators were to seize Charles and the 
duke of York, and to massacre the magi- 
strates of London and the officers of state. 
The Rye-house was a farm near Iloddes- 
don, in Hertfordshire, through which 
Charles usually passed in his road from 
Newmarket, and belonged to Rumbuld, 
one of the boldest of the assassins. Here it 
was proposed by the conspirators, to attack 
the kmg and his guards ; but a fire hap- 
pening at Newmarket, Charles returned 
to London sooner than he intended, and 
before the conspirators were prepared to 
put their design in execution. 

18. The city of London made their 8ul>- 
mission to the king at Windsor, and com- 
plied with the regulations he was pleased 
to prescribe them. The principal was, that 
the king was to have a veto on the ap|)oitit- 
ment of the lord-mayor, sheriff's, or other 
officers of the city. 1’he corporation also 
re-eri'Cted a statue of Charles I. in the 


of 500/. for apprehending the duke of 
Monmouth and others, who hud fled from 
Justice. 

Lord Howard of Kscrick, onet'f the con- 
spirators, discovers to the government that 
the earl of Essex, lord Russell, and others 
were concerned in the Rye-house conspi- 
racy, whereupon they were apprehended. 

July 2. The lord-mayor, ahh rmen, and 
common-council of London, congratulate 
Charles and the duke of York upon the dis- 
covery of the Rye-house jdot ; and ad- 
dresses came from all parts of the kingdom 
to the same effect. 

13. The city having delayed to comply 
with the terms of the court, the Judgment 
of forfeiture of charter was entered iij). 

W’illiam lord Russell was tried and 
convicted of high-treason, in conspiring the 
death of the king, and to that end con- 
sulting with others to taise a rehellion. 
William Hone and John Rouse were also 
convictid, and with Walcot and lonl Riis- 
sell received sentence of death on the Mth, 
but captain Blague was acquitted. The 
earl of Essex, a nobleman of good qualities 
but melancholy temperament, who had 
often maintained the lawfulness of suicide, 
cut his tl.roat in the Tower. 

20. W'alcot, Hone, and Rouse, execnteil 
at Tyburn, and confessed the treason id* 
which they ha»l been convicted ; only Wal- 
cot denied he was to be concerned in that 
part relating to the assassination. 

fyord Russell beheaded in LincuInVitm- 
tields. He was conveyed in his own car- 
riage, and met his fate with fortitude. 
Like lord Stafford, he refused to give any 
sign to the executioner, who having delibe- 
rately taken aim, at two strokes seveted 
the heufl from the body. In the written 
speech circulated after his death, he ex- 
jaessed his belief in the reality of the 
popish plot ; that his zeal in favour of the 
exclusion of James, originated in a desire 
to oi»viate the danger of popery, and dis- 
claimed any intention of altering the form 
of the government. lie denied that liis 
offence was treason, as there was no ievy- 
iijg of war, but admitted being present 
when there was some loose talk by others 
of RUipriMug the guards. Upon which it 
was held that whoever comes into an us- 


Royal Exchange, the former one having 
been demolished. 

23. A proclamation was issue< for ap- 
prehending colonel John Rumsey ; Richard 
Rumbold, maltster; Richard .Nelthorp, 
Esq.; Edward Wade; Richard Good- 
enough; captain Walcoi. ; William Thom- 
son ; James Burton ; and William Hone, 
conspirators in the Rye-house assassina- 
tion plot ; and a reward of 100/. was offer- 
ed for the apprehending any one of them. 

28. A proclamation, offering a reward 


sembly more than once, where rel^llion is 
pnqiosed, though he says nothing, is inlaw 
presumed to cimsent to it, and guilty of 
high-treason ; it is misprision- if he does 
not discover it the first tune. 

24, The judgment and decree of the 
university of Oxford, passed in convoca- 
tion, against the doctrine of resistance, ami 
other tenets, were presented to the king 
with great solemnity, and very graciously 
reetdved. 

28, Theming published a declaration, 



C'.HARLKS II. A. D. 1660 to 1685. 


241 


."outaiiiiiiff a narrative of the Rye-house 
plot ; uiul Sunday the 9lh of September 
was ap|>oinied to \>e observed as a thanks- 
lor his deliverance. 

Princess Anne was married to prince 
Georj^e of Denmark, who heinjj a protes- 
tant, it {'Hve much satisfaction. 

SepL 5. The election of sheriffs having 
been put off from Midsummer to this day, 
Peter Daniel was nominated for one by the 
lord-mayor, and confirmed, and Samuel 
Dashwood, es<|. was chosen for the other ; 
Mr. deputy Ailworth was chosen chamber- 
l dn of the city in the room of sir Thomas 
Player, who v\ as removed. 

12. The siej;e of Vienna was raised hy 
the kin^ of l^)land and the duke ol Lor- 
raine, before which city the Turks are said 
to have lost 70,000 men. 

28. Sir George Jeffreys, the infamous 
jud^e,inade lord chief justice of the kinj^'s- 
liench. 


condemned to die for writing any thing 
without publishing it ; Jeffreys contending 
that in law icnbere was ayere^ and the 
writing of a treasonable though private 
>aper ainountejl to an overt act of treason, 
le delivered a writing to the sheriff before 
lis death, cotnplainingof the injustice done 
,im : he represented the infamous life of 
»rd Howard and the judges, as corrupted 
lien, only promoted to serve the designs of 
he court. 

25. The duke of Monmouth submitted, 
.nd was admitted to the king’s presence ; 
he signed a paper acknowledging his being 
concerned in the late consjjiracy, except 
that part of it against Cliailes’s life, and 
jbtaiued his pardon ; but relapsing again, 
he demanded the paper of the king, who 
restored it, and he was banished the court 
•ind went into Holland. 

1684. The maintenance of the ]K)or was 
estimated by lyAvenant, at 665,000/. per 


Oci* 4. The municipal franchises of the ai 
city being forfeited, the king granted a 
rominission to sir William Pritchard, the a 
present lord-iiia\ or, and commissions to o 
the sheritfs, Daniel and Dashwood, to ex- « 
ercise their respective offices during plea- i 
sure, and Mr. Jennor was made recorder of 
the city in the r<»mi of sir Ge<»rge Jeffreys, a 

Id. The king sent coinuussions into the ‘J 

city to sixteen of the foirner loyal alder- 1 
men and eight new ones, to act as alder- i 
nu n in tlie several wards. • 

28. d'lie kmg granted a commission to t 
sir Henry Tulse, to exercise the otfice of I 
lord-mayor of London during pleasure, and 
he was sworn in the usual maimer m West- ^ 
ininstir-hall. ‘ 

Sow 7. Algernon Sidney arraigneil at i 
the kiug’s-bench bar, for higU-treusoii, es- 
pecially for a treasonable libel, wherein he 
a}»sert.s power to be originally in the people, 
and de egated by them ti^ the parbument, 
to whom the king was subject, and might 
be called to account. 

8. The duke «»f York aiui prince of 
Denmark accepti‘<l of an invitation from 
the Artillery company, and were entertained 
at Merchant-tailors’ hull. 

20. Samuel Johnson, a clergyman, con- 
victed of writing a seditious libel, called 
Julian the Apostate, reflecting upon the 
duke yf York, for which he was fined 500 
marks, and his book burnt by the hangninn. 

21. Algernon Sulney brought to trial, 
and convicted of high-treason ; he was 
condemned the ‘26th, and on the 7th of 
DecembiT was beheaded on Tower-hill 
glorying that he died for the good oh 
cause, ill which he had been engaged from 
his youth. He had been iip\>oiiited one of 
the high court of iusticc that condemned 
Charles I. though he did not sit there, lie 
was the first man accused jf treason and 


annum. 

Feb. fl. John Ham|Hlen, esq. was tried 
"or a misdemeanor, in conlederating with 
other persons to make an insurrection ; he 
was fined 4fl.000/. and to give security for 
lis good behaviour during life. 

Alunit the beginning of IX^cember began 
a very hard frost, which continued to the 
.5th of February without intermission ; the 
Thames was frozen and covered with IxHiths 
as at a fair; coaches plied from West- 
minster to the Temple, and from other 
stairs ; an ox was roasted whole, bulls 
baited, and the like. 

7. Law fence Braddon and Hngh Speke^ 
were convicted at the king s-beuch bar, ot 
a misdemeanor, in conspiring to make 
the people believe that the earl of Ksse.x 
was murdered by those who had the cus- 
tody of him ; and endeavouring to suborn 
false witnesses to prove it ; uulgmeiil was 
iriv..ii R'rainst them the following term, 


given against them the following term, 
when Braddon was fined 200U/. and Speke 
lOUO/. and to give security for their good 
behaviour during life. 

12. Ihe earl of Dauby, after several 
uttemi ts to regain his liberty, was at length 
iidmith d to be bailed by the judges ol the 
king* 8-bench. The earl of Powis, lord 
Arundel of ardour, and lord Bellasyse, 
who had been impeached for the popish 
plot, were likewise admitted to bail *, as was 
also the earl of Tyrone in Ireland, but lord 
Petve died in the Tower, about a month 
before, ptofessing hoi \unocev\ce. 

14. Sir Samuel Ba^na^liston was con- 
victed of a misdemeanor, in defaming the 
government by several letters or libels, 
asserting that the plot of which lord Rus- 
sell, colonel Si.lney, Ac. were couviclud. was 
a sham; he was fined 10,000/. ami to find 
•ureties for his good behaviour dw««l? k t. 
Mat\ 10. The Dutclr havmg hilWu upon 
H 2 
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some Spanish ships in the Downs, tb 
kiiii' is'<iie(l a proclamation for preservin 
the iieutrality of the ports, roads, an 
creeks, upon the Enj;Ush coasts, directiiv 
the commanders of his men-of-war to op 
puse the aggressors. 

^pr, 2. Lord Dartmouth returned from 
Tangier, having blown up and demulishec 
the place, and spoiled the harbour. 

7. The castle of Dublin burnt, 

21. A rule was made for the executioi 
of James Holloway, who had been out- 
lawed on an indictment for high-treason, 
on the 30th instant, being one of the con 
spirators in the Rye-house plot ; he waii 
taken in the Wcst-Iudies and brought to 
London . 

Langley Curtis having been convicted 
of printing a libel, called ‘ The Lord Rus- 
Sfll’s Ghost ; or, the Nightwalker«jf Blooms 
bury,* contmning reflectiojjs on the govern- 
ment, was sentenced to pay 500/. and stand 
in the jiillory. 

30. George Squadron, steward to the 
earl of CLire, was convicted of speaking 
seditions w'ords against the government, 
and alterwards adjudged to pay a tine of 
100/, iiuil to stand in the pillory. 

May 2. Several gentlemen having op- 
posed the new charter granted to the town 
of Nottingham, an information was exhi- 
bited against them, and they were convicted 
of a riot io the court of kmg’s-bench. 

3. The duke ol’ York having brought 
an action of scanda/um magnatum against 
John Dutton, esq. the last Michaelmas- 
term, he was convicted, among others, of 
the Ibllowing words, viz. ; “ 1 he duke of 
York is a papist ; and 1 will be hanged at 
my own door, before such a damned popish 
rascal shall inherit the crown,” &c. The 
iury gave the <liike 100,000/. dama<;es. 
The duke brought his action against Titus 
Oates. 

June 1 1. Francis Smith, a bookseller in 
Coriihill, was convicted of publishing a 
seditious libel, called, ‘The Karce Show j’ 
c(»ntaiiiing reflections on the king, the 
duke, and the whole administration. He 
was adjudged to pay a fine of 500/., to 
stand in ihe pillory three times, and give 
security for his good behaviour during life. 

14. Sir Thomas Armstrong having been 
outlawed upon an indictment fur high- 
treason, as a conspirator in the Rye-house 
jdot, was apprehended at Leyden m Hol- 
land, by order of the states, and sent over 
in one of the king’s yachts, and this day 
being brought to the king’s-bench, a rule 
was made for his execution on the 20th. 
His head was set upon Westminster-haJl 
between Ciomwell!» and Bradshaw's, and 
his quarters on the city gates. 

18. Titus Oates having let judgment 
go by default, in an action of nmnUa/um 


magnaium, brought against him by tht 
duke of York ; the jury upon a writ of in- 
quiry, execvited in the court of king’s- 
bench, gave the duke 100,000/. damages. 
It was proved, that besides his calling the 
duke traitor, he had said, ** He was u son 
of a whore, and a rascal, and he hoped to 
live to see him hanged.’’ 

Jttiy 7. The town of Plymouth accepted 
of a new charter, as did several other cor- 
porations, finding it acceptable to the court. 

Nov, 6. Sir William Pritchard, the late 
lord mayor, having brought his action 
against Thomas Papillon, for arresting him 
and detaining him in prison, having no just 
or probable cause of action, the jilaiotilF 
had a verdict, and the jury gave him 
10,000/. damages. 

Dec, 12. Twenty-five corporations in 
Cornwall, and six in Devonshire, having 
surrendered their charters, they were pre- 
sented to Charles by the earl of Bath. 

16. This day the Hamburgh company 
trected the statue of Charles in the middle 
if the area of the Royal Exchange. 

17. Charles proposed the erecting Chel- 
lea-college into an hospital for decayed 
cavaliers, but did not live to put his design 
uto execution. 

24. Robert buillie of Jervis wood con- 
icted of high-t reason at Kdinhurgh, in 
)eing concerned in the conspiracy with the 
ords Shaftesbury, Essex, aud Russell, to 
•ihvert the government j he was condemned 
ud executi d the same afternoon. 

1685. Jttn. The whole of this month was 
•pent in jirosecuting delinquents against 
he king and the duke, and in receiving 
nd granting new charters on certain con- 
ations. All complaints w'ere suppri-ssi'd, 
.nd the whole kingdom subdued, the city 
if London nut eXcepted, which had always 
pposed absolute j>ower. 'J’he king pub- 
shed a formal declaration, thanking the 
orjioralions for the surrender of their 
barter-. 

4. The government offered a reward of 
00/. to any one that should apprehend 
olonel Danvers, the author of a seditious 
i)el. concerning the death of the earl of 
'.'•sex. 

Feb. 2. The king seized with a fit of 
poplexy. 

6. Charles died at \VhitehalI, in the 
oth year of his age, and the 37th of his 
'eigii, reckoning from the death of Charles 
*. and twenty-five years after his restora- 
.011 ; he was buried in Westminster-ahhey. 
le had but one wife, Catherine, infanta 
f Portugal, who survived him many years ; 
le had no issue by her. 

A suspicion jnvvailed, though witliout 
iiy fuuudation, that the king hail been 
rnsoned. In his person Charles was tall 
nd well - nroourtioned. his coinpleitio*' 
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hwarthy, his features austere ; which seve- 
rity uf ct)unteiiance fonued a contrast with 
the a^reeableiiess of his nuinner. He 
evinci rl in liis last moments a great solici- 
tixiu about liis mistresses and natural 
chiiilreii. 13ut according to Burnet, he 
* said nothing of the queen, nor any one 
word of his people, nor uf his servants ; 
nor did he speak one word of religion, or 
concerning the payment of his debts, 
though he left behind him about 90,U00 
guineas, which he had gathered either out 
of the privy purse, or out of money sent 
him from France, or by other methods, 
and which he kept so secretly that no per- 
son whatsoever knew any thing of it — 
History o/ his Own Tune, ii. 284. 

NATURAL ISSUE OF CHARLES II. 

.James duke of Monmouth, his eldest son, 
by Mrs. Lucy Walters; born at Rotterdam 
in Holland, in 1649; married to the sole 
iliioghter and heiress of" Francis earl of 
Buccleugh, in Scotbiiid. 

Mary, by Mrs. Walters, married first to 
Mr VVilbain Sarsfield, of Irtdand, and 
afterwiuds to Wiluam Fanshaw, esq. 

Charlotte - Jemima - Henrietta - Maria 
Boyle, alias Fitz-Roy, his daughter, by 
Kli/abeth viscountess Shannon, married 
fiTM to James Howard, csq„ grandson to 
the earl of Suffolk ; and aberwards to sir 
Koliert Pttstou, hart., created earl of Yar- 
mouth. 

Charles, sirnamed Fit*-Charles. by Mrs. 
Catharine Peg, who died at Tangier. A 
daughter also by Mrs. Peg, who died iu 
her infancy. 

Charles Fitz lhiy, duke of Southampton, 
hisiddest sou by Barbara ViUiers, daughter 
and heiress to William Villieis, viscount 
(Traiidi'Oii, and wile to Roger Palmer, earl 
of Castleiiiaiii ; created duchess of Cleve- 
land, with remainder lo Charles and George 
fit/.- Roy her sons, and their heirs male 
respeciively. 

Henry Fitz-Roy, duke of Grafton, his 
second son by Barbara Viiliers. 

(reorge Fitz Roy, duke of Northuinber- 
1 ind. his third son by Viiliers. 

(diarlotte Fitz-Roy, his daughter by 
Viiliers, married to sir Edward Henry Lee 
ot Ditchley, in the county of Oxon ; after- 
wards created earl of Lichfield. 

Charles Beauclerc, duke of St. Alban’s, 
I'i** son by Mrs. Eleanor Gwyniie, the 
I'layer, who refused all titles of honour. 

Charles Lennox, duke of Richmond, his 
O'dy son by Louisa Queroiiaille, a French 
l‘dy, luaiil of honour to the duchess of 
Crleans, the king’s sister; created duchess 
^1 Portsmouth. 

Mary Tudor, his daughter by Mrs. Mary 
Hdvies, married to Francis lord Katchfle, son 
*nd heir of Francis earl of DHweni water. 


STATUTES IN THIS REIGN. 

12 Car. II. cap. 13. Reduces the inte- 
rest of money from eight to six per cent. 

Cap. 16. Enables disbanded soldier.s to 
exerciNC tlieir trades in any place. 

Cap. 18. Enacts that uli merchan li/.e 
be imported in British bottoms, except 
what comes from the place of its growth 
or manufacture, and that three-fonrths of 
the seaiuen be English ; and that ships 
loading in the plantations, bring their mer- 
chandize directly to England. 

Cap. 24. Abolishes court of wards, 
tenures in capite^ and knight’s service , 
butlerage, prisage, and purveyance ; gra:it- 
ing in lieu to the king a revenue ot excise 
and customs. 

Cap. 28. Is the first statute by king, 
lords, and commons, that laid an excise on 
beer and ale. 

Cap. 32. Prohibits the exjTOrtation of 
wool and fuller’s earth. 

Cap. 33. Confirms all marriages made 
hy justices of the jieace during the com- 
monwealth. 

Cap. 35. Post-office erected. 

13 Car. II. cap. 4. Uniformity of service 
and sacraments ; form of ordaining priests 
and deacons. 

Cap. 9. Contains articles for the better 
government of the navy. 

Sess. 2, cap. 2. Provides against frivo- 
lous and vexatious suits. 

14 Car. II. cap. 6. Contains directions 
for mending the highways. 

Cap. 7. Prohibits the exportation of lea- 
ther and raw hides. 

Cap. 12. Authorizes two justices of 
peace to remove poor people, and to trans- 
port rogues ami sturdy begg.us. 

Cap. 29. Prohibits the melting silver 
coin. 

Cap. 33. Prohibits the printing iiupk)ii.s 
books. 

15 Car. II. cap. 2. Inflicts a penalty of 
ten shillings on wood-peelers, Ivsides the 
value to the owner, and in default, to I c 
sent to the house of correction. 

IG Car. II. cap. 6. Deprives seamen of 
their }>ay that refuse to tight and defend 
their ships, and rewards those that behave 
well out of the cargo. 

Cap. 7. Inflicts a penalty of treble the 
value won, on those that cheat at play, and 
makes all securities for money won at play 
void, exceeding 100/. 

17 Car. II. cup. 3. Churches stancling 
near each other may be united, with the 
consent of the bishop and patron. 

(hip. 7. Facilitates proceedings on dis- 
tress and avowries for rent. 

18 Car. II. cap. 2. Requires all persons 
to he buried in woollen. 

22 & 23 C:ar. II. cap. 1. Made felony 
to maim any person, by cutting the tongue, 
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putting out an eye^ slitting a nose, or lip^ 
or disabling any limb or member. 

Cap. 7. Burning stacks of corn or hayj 
barns, outhouses, or buildings, or killing 
or destroying horses, sheep, or other cattle 
in the night-time, to be adjudged felony. 
Also persons maiming or hurting cattle; 
destroying plantations of trees, or throwing 
down enclosures, to forfeit treble damages. 

Cap. 9. In personal actions where the 
damages do not exceed forty shillings, the 
plaintiff' shall recover no more costs than 
damages. 

Cap. 1 0. Statute of Distributionst where- 
by if a man die intestate, one third part of 
his personal estate shall go to his wife, and 
the rest among his children (equally), who 
liave not been j^rovided for in his life-time ; 
but the hfir-at-law, though he receives the 
inheritance, to have his full share of the 
personaliyJI If there be no children, or re- 
presentatives of them, the wife shall have 
iialf, and the residue shall be divided 
among the next of kin to the intestate, and 
those who represent them ; but no repre 
sentatives shall be admitted among colla- 
terals after brothers’ and sisters’ children. 
If there be no wife, all shall be distributed 
among the children, and if no child, to the 
11 ^ xt of km to the intestate, in equal degree, 
and their representatives. 

C.«p. 2'). Qualification to kill game 
fixed at 100/. per annum fur life, or a lease 
of iiinety-niae years of 150/. per annum. 

2'J Car. II. Cap. 3. Statute of Fraudn. 
All bases, estates, inteiests of freehold, or 
terms of years where the agreement is not 
put in writing aud signed by the parties, ' 


shall have no greater effect than estates 
at wi.ll. 

No action shall be brought to charge a 
defendant on any promise, or upon any 
contract or sale of lands, or on any agree- 
ment not to be performed within a year, 
unless such agreement be in writing, and 
signed by the party. 

All devises of lands shall be in writing, 
and signed by the testator, and subscribed 
in his presence by three witnesses. 

No contract for goods of the value of teu 
pounds or upwards shall be good, unless 
the buyer receive part, or give something 
ill earnest, or some note thereof iii writing 
be signed by both parties. 

Cap. 9. The writ de llceret'ico cotnhu- 
rendu is abolished. 

.31 Car. II. cap. 2. Habeas corpus acty 
by which prisoners on application to Die 
judges may obtain their discharge, unless 
detained by legal process. Gaoler lelusmg 
a copy of a warrant of commitment, penalty 
100/., or judge denying a writ of naboi's, 
penalty 500/. The statute also provides 
against the arbitrary imprisonment of 
Knglishmen in distant prisons in Scot- 
land, Ireland, Guernsey, Tangier, or other 
parts beyond seas. Magna charta bad 
long before made provision against arbi- 
trary imprisonment, but like many other 
constitutional enactments was obsolete in 
practice. 

32 Car. II. cap. 2. Against the import 
of cattle from Ireland. 

Other statute.^ of this reign have beej 
already mentioned. 


REVKNUE AND KXl'KNDITLKE. 



Permanent Jname of the Crou*n 

m 1663. 

£. 

Customs . 




400,000 

Royal domains 




100,000 

Dean forest 




5,000 

Post-office 




26,000 

Hereditary excise 




274, 9 'll) 

Hearth money 




170,603 

First fruits and tenths 


• 

J8,«00 

Coinage and pre-emption ot tin 


• 

12,000 

Wine licenses 



• 

20,000 

Miscellaneous branches • 


• 

54,;r>6 


jCl,081,7tdJ 

Summary of the Money received by {'Maries II, during the whole course of hts reign. 
Permanent income of the crown, at the rate of 1,100,000/. for 21 * T. 


years 


. 26,400,000 

Parliamentary grants for the iiunJic service 

. 13,414,868 

Queen s marriage portion 


, 250,000 

Sale uf tht- domains. , 


, 50ti.o00 

Price of Dunkirk 


400,000 

Pensions aud donations from France 


. 9)0,000 

Plunder , 


, 640000 

Shutciug up the exchequer 



Kxtortioiis 

, , 

100,000 
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Expenses of the Crown for one year^ as allotted by the Council, January 26, 1676 


Household ..... 52,247 

Buildings and repairs . . 10,000 

Privy purse • . . . 36,000 

For the queen . . . . 23,000 

Public intelligence . . . . , 5 ,000 

Treasurer of the chamber . - , . 20,000 

Great wardrobe . • • . • 16,000 

Band of pensioners . . . * . 3,000 

Robes . . . . . . 4,000 

Jewel-office ..... 4,000 

Pensions, Including the queen’s mother, duke of York, &c. . 80,000 

Ambassadors ..... 40,000 

Judges, masters in chancery, &c. • . . 49,000 

Master of the horse . . . 10,000 

Casual disbursements . . , 10,000 

Hawks, harriers, tents, toils, &c. • . . l,r)0() 

Secret-service money .... 20,000 

New-\H"nr gifts ..... 3,600 

Tower expenses for prisoners .... 76S 

Miinagemeut of excise and customs , . • 63,500 

Angel gold, for healing metlals , . . 2,000 

Liberates out of the exchequer • . . 1,500 


£462,115 


Peitoe Establishment, £. 

Navy .... 300,0001 

Army .... 212,000} 

Ordnance . . 40,000j 


Miscellaneous Expenses, 

Garrison of Tangier 
Interest of the king's debts . 


£. 

552,000 


57,200 

100,000 


£1,171,313 


I.ANDRD PROPRUTT IN IRRI.AND. 


lands never seized or surveyed. Of these 
forfeited lands, nearly two- thirds were con- 
tirmeti to the protestants, and of the re- 
mainder, a portion almost equal in (quantity, 
but not in quality, to one-third, was appro- 
priated to the cathvdics. 

In 1675 the forfeited lands had been dis- 
posed of as follows : — 


A question of great difficulty after the 
Restoration was the settlement of the land- 
ed property of Ireland. Those who adhered 
to tile Stuarts in their exile, or whose es- 
tates had been forfeited by rt hellion, sought, 
at this juncture, cither rewards for their 
\o) alty or to recover their former possessions. 

Thf reconcilement of their claims with 
the posses-ive rights of the Oomwellian 
settbTs formed the arduous point of arbi- 
tration. The republicans, who held their 
p ossessions by the right of the sword, were 
rcaily to defend them l^y the same title ; 
and the result was, awards greatly in their 
lavouf, establishing the jirotcstant ascen- 
dancy on that basis of proprietary influence, 
which, even to the present time, constitutes 

i!s chief strength. 

t r<mi a MS. paper referred to by Mr. Lin- Duke of Ormond and colonel 
gard, it appears that the profitable lands for- Butler’s lands 


Granted to the English 


Adventurers 
Soldiers . • 

Forty -nine officers 
Duke of York 
Provisors 


Statute acres. 
. 787.. 326 

. 2,385,915 
4,50,380 
. 169.131 

ir:,8r3 


leited III Ireland, under the commonweallh. Bishops* augmeutalions 
amounted to 7,708,237 statute acres, leav- — 


257,516 
31 ,596 


undisturlied about 8,500,000 acres be- 
ongiiig to the protestants. besklos some 


4.560,0.17 
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Granitd or deposed of io the Iriih, 


Decrees of innocence • 
Provisors 

King’s letter of restitution 
Nominees in possession 
Transplantation • 


Statute acres, 
. l,17r,,520 
. 491,001 

, 46,398 

. 68,360 

, 541,530 


2,323,809 


The forty-nine officers are those who 
claimed arrears for service, under the king, 
before 1649. The duke of V'ork received 
a grant of all the lands held by the regi- 
cides who had been attainted. Provisoes 
were peisons iu whose favour provisoes had 
been made in the acts. Decrees of inno- 
cence applied to those who had taken no 
part either with the parliament or the 
rebels. Nominees were the catholics iianricd 
by the king to be restored to their man- 
sion-houses and 2000 acres contiguous. 
Transplantation refers to the catholics 
whom Cromwell forced from their own lands 
and settled in Connaught. 824,391 acres 
remained unappropriated. — Ling. Hist. \ii. 
; 5 . 


MEN OK LETtEUS. 


rors,” Urn Burial” with the “ Garden of 
Cyrus,” ^‘^Religio Medici.” 

Edmund Castell, a learned divine, 1606 
— 1683 ; “ Lexicon Heptaglotton,” a dic- 
tionary of seven languages, which cost the 
author seventeen years’ of labour, and 
ruined his fortune. 

Thomas Fuller, eminent historian and 
divine, 1608 — 1661 ; ** Holy State,” 
“ Church History of Britain,” Histories 
of Cambridge University and ^\altham 
Abbey,” “The Worthies of England,” a 
posthumous publication, and the most 
popular of his works. 

Earl of Clarendon, statesman and liis- 
torian,l608 — 1673 ; “ History of the Grand 
Rebellion,” 3 voU. folio ; “ Lite, and con- 
tinuation of his History,” “ Contempla- 
tions on the Psalms,” “ Miscellaneous 
Tracts.” 

Thomas May, translator, poet, and his- 
torian, 1595 — 1650. 

AndrewMarvell, an able and witty writer, 
1620—1675; “The Rehearsal Trans- 
posed,*’ “ An Account of the Growth of 
Popery and Arbitrary Power in England.” 
His works collected by captain Thompson, 
3 vol**. 4to. 1776. 

Isaak W alton, “ The Complete Angler,” 
1393—1683. 


William Harvey, discoverer of the circu- 
lation of the blood, and founder of the 
Harveyian oration, Oxford, 1574 — 1657. 

John Selden, eminent scholar and mem- 
ber of the long parliament, 1547 — 1654. 

“ Titles of Honour “ History of Tylhes 
“Marmora Aruudelliana “Mare Clau- 
sum “ Table Talk,” a posthumous pub- 
lication. These, with many other works of 
less imjrortauce, were colKcted by Dr. Wil- 
kins, in three vols. folio, 1726. 

James Harrington, “Oceana,” 1611 — 
1677. 

James Usher, learned Irish prelate, 1580 
— 1656. Sermons, theology, history. 

Thomas Hobbes ; morals, politics, and 
metaphysic.s, 1588 — 1679. 

William Dugdale; antiipiities and his- 
torv. 1605— 1686. 

William Chillingworth ; sermons and 
controversial theology, J602 — 1644. 

Isaac Barrow, eminent mathematician 
and divine, 1630 — 1677. 

John Pearson, bishop of Chester, 1612 — 
1686 ; Exposition of the Creed.” 

Brian Walton, 1600 — 1661 ; “P dyglott 
Bible,” in s'x vols. folio, 1657. I 

Jeremy Taylor, eminent Irish prelate, 
1613 — 1667; “Theologica Eclectica,'* 

“ Golden Grove,’’ “ Holy Living and 
Dying.” 

Algernon Sydney, Discourses on Go- 
vernment,” 1617 — 1683 

Sir Thomas Browne, physician and ce- 
lebrated writer, 1605 — 1682 ; “ Vulgar Er- 


Bulstrode Whitelock, distinguinlu'd par- 
Itanientariaii and lawyer, 1605 — 1676; 
“ Memorials of the English Affairs from 
the Beginning of the Keiga of Charles I. 
to the Restoration,” folio, 1682. 

Mrs. Hutchinson, “ Life of culonid 
Hutchinson.” 

William Prynne, lawyer and antiquary, 
1 GOO— 1667. II is worKH make 40 vols. 
folio and 4to. ; “ Ilistrio Mastix,” directed 
against theatrical exhibitions, and “ Collec- 
tion of Record.s,” three vols. folio, are the 
most Celebrated. 

The contemporary writers of works of 
imagination were, Milton, Butler, Walker 
Daveuant, Shirley, Wither, Donne, Suck- 
ling, Rochester, Denham, Huscornmon, 
Cowley, and Maxwell. 

VAUIATION IN r KICKS. 

It is important at this period to notice 
the alteration in prices which had taken 
place in Europe. The money value of bi- 
liour^ commoiiities, taxes, the income of 
the crown, and every other description of 
revenue, was affected by the increa>ed sup- 
ply of the precious metals from America. 
This change begun to show itself towards 
tl*e latter part of the sixteenth century. In 
1550 the rich mines of Potosi were dis- 
covered, but it was twenty years alter be- 
fore any very sensible effect was produced 
on prices in England. From aboftt 15<d 
to about 1640, during a period of about 
seventy years, silver tank two-thirds 
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value, aiul a quarter of corn, instead of thL*m tl.e wives, of the nobility. The 
bvinj; commonly sold for two ounces of king, as before observed, took two of bis 
silver, came to be sold for six or eight favourite mistresses from the theatres — • 
ounces. Davies and Nell Gwynne. Each bore him 

Between 1630 to 1640* or about 1636, a child, which was ennobled, and Davies re- 
the full effect of the discovery of the Ame- ceived a ct)stly establishment in Suffolk- 
rican mines, in depreciating the value of street. Gwynne might have received^a 
silver, had, in the opinion of Dr. Smith coronet, like the duchesses of Cleveland 
(Wealth of Nations, B. I., ch. xi.), been and Portsmouth, but she always refused a 
completed, and the value of that metal did title. 


not sink lower in proportion to the value of 
corn than at that time. 

Tliis great alteration in the measure of 
v diie was a principal cause of the pecuniary 
difliculrtcs which pressed upon the first 
princes of the Stuart dynasty ; and the civil 
war itself may be user died in a greater de- 
gree to the discrepancy between tlie royal 
income and expenditure, than the resistance 
of the commons to prerogatives dangerous 
to public liberty, l^irliainent kept both 
James I. and Charles I. at nearly the same 
amount of revenue as their i)ivdei*tMi.>ors, 
though its command over commodities had 
been so materially reduced. Under the 
commonwealth the public expenditure 
greatly augmented, but it was chiefly oc- 
casioned by the nominal rise of prices. 
The first parliament of Charles II. votetl 
1,200,000/. ns the ordinary revenue of the 
crown, but ill the latter years of his reign 
it amounted to more. The revenue of 
James 11. amounted to near 2,000,0004 

MOUAI.S MANNKUS — COSlt’MK. 

A striking result of the Restoration was 
almost an instantaneous revolution in the 
moral habits i f the people. Under the 
connnonwealth uli men were virtiiuus, or 
compelled to wear its exteiioi garb; but no 
sooner were the restraints, imposeil by the 
strictness of pnritani^m, removed, than 
vice stalked through the land without dis- 
guise. The court set the fashion. Buck- 
ingham, Rochester, sir (Uiarles Sedley, 
and the Killigrews were most distinguished 
by their wit and hliertiiUMti. Cliarles 
laughed at their follies, and by his example, 
atul that of his cavaliers, licentiousness and 
dehuucliery became prevalent in the na- 
tion. Kbriety and the pleasures of the 
table were freely indulged in. Love was 
treated more as an appetite than a passion, 
and delicacy and sentiment entered little 
into the attachments formed between the 
8exe.s. Conversation was corrupted as well 
as conduct. The coarsest jests and most 
nidecent words were admitted among the 
hiKhest classes, and even disgraced the li- 
wratiire of the day. The stage, copying 
the living manners of the time, united the 
profligacy of the French with the rudeness 
of English miinners. Nearly all the 
aciresses were in the keeping, many of 


It was in the company of his mistresses 
that Charles spent much of’ the time whiclr 
,was due to the service of the nation. “ lie 
delighted,” says Sheffield, “in a bewitcliiiig 
kind of pleasure called s:iiinteriiig.” Even 
when the council had assembled to delibe- 
rate in bis presence, the truant monarch 
would prefer whiling aw:iy his lime in their 
fascinating society. 

Speaking of this licentious era. Dr. Burnet 
says (Hist, of his Own Time, i. 368), ‘‘At 
this time the court fell into much extrava- 
gance in masquerading ; both king and 
queen went about masked, and «an;e into 
houses unknown, and danced there with a 
great deal of frolic. In all this they were 
so disguised that none could distinguish 
them.” It would have been well had the 
gayetiesofthe court been always so iiiiK cent 
as masquerading, or, as Pepys mentions, 
gipsy-parties ami fortune-telling ; but some 
of the gallants of the time perpetrated w ith 
impunity offences of a darker character. 
Sir John Denham and lord Chestirfield 
have bi»h been accused of murdering their 
wives by poison ; and the latter to liave 
aggravated the horrors of his offence by 
administering the fatal dose in tl>e holy- 
wine of the communion (Life of Lord Wil- 
liam Russell, 2nd edit. 4 4). An incestuous 
connexion with his sister Henrietta, duchess 
f Orleans, has been imputed to the king. 
, The abandoned duke of Buckingham, alter 
; the fatal duel, already mentioned, with the 
. earl ot Shrewsbury, introduced the countess 
to his wife in his own house, and is said 
j to have slept with his adulterous paramour 
I the same night in the bloody shirt in w hicli 
j he had slain her husband. 

I Tlie extravagant pretensions to ju'ety of 
I the former age had much propagated the 
.spirit of irreligion ; and most men of learn- 
iog and genius lay under the imputation 
of deism. Among the number may be 
reckoned Shaftesbury, Halifax, Bucking- 
ham, Mulgrave, Essex, Rochester, sir Wil- 
liam Temple, and Algernon Sydney. 
Charles himself was considereil an iiifidti. 
But it is probable he had uo settled opi- 
nions of religion \ ihovigh he after 
very singular death-be«l scene— if wb.vt 
Burnet relates be true — in the commoniou 
of the church ul Kuiiie. 

The losvL.MK clianged with manners at 
ter the Restor.ition. *' tJiailes II. ’s beauties 
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were the very reverse of their mothers in 
dress as in demeanour. Tlie starched ruff, 
the steeple-crowned hat, the rigid stomacher, 
and the stately tardingale were banished 
with the gravity and morality of their 
wearers. A studied negligence, an elegant 
dUhabille is the prevailing character of the 
costume in which they are nearly all repre- 
sented ; their glossy ringlets escaping from 
a single bandeau of pearls, or adorned by a 
single r^e, fall in graceful profusion upon 
snowy necks, unveiled by even the tran- 
sparent lawn of the band or the portelet ; 
and the fair round arm, bare to the elbow, 
reclines upon the voluptuous satin petti- 
coat, while the gown of the same rich ma- 
terial piles up its voluminous train in the 
hackgroiind.” (Hist. Brit. Costume, 301.) 
The numerous engravings from the cele- 
brated painters of this period have rendered 
generally familiar the style of dress worn 
by court ladies. 

The fashion of male costume did not im- 
prove during this reign. The most elegant 
and picturesque style of dress ever worn in 
England appears to have been in Charles I.'s 
time, from 1625 to 1648. It has acquired 
the ap.i)eliation of the Vandyke dress, 
being the habit in which that artist paint- 
ed, and is frequently seen on the stage. 
It degenerated into extravagance in tiie 
reign of his successor, Charles II., when the 
periwig and petticoat-breeches were intro- 
duced ; and the d(jublct, which at the begin- 
ning of his reign was very short, became 
elongated to the middle of the thigh, ami 
assumed the form of the modern coat. So 
extraordinary a head-dress as the periwig 
demanded a different covering to the high- 
crowned hat or broad-leafed Flemish-beaver. 
The crown was lowered and the brim raised. 
In lieu of the chivalric plume worn on one 
.side of the head, a row of feathers was 
placed round it, and the first approach made 
to the cocked hats of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. 

Neckcloths or cravats of Brussels and 
Flanders lace were worn towards the close 
of this reign, tied in a knot under the chin, 
the ends hanging down square. 

A STANDING ARMY. 

The origin of apermanently embodied mili- 
tary force may be dated from the commence- 
ment of this reign. At the Restorat n the 
revolutionary army in the three kiiigilom* | 
amounted to mure than 60,000 (Ling. Hist, j 
xii. 16;, and was a source af constant 
anxiety to the king and hi.i minbters. By 


a cautious procedure ; a careful attention to 
the wants and feelings of the men ; by flat- 
tering them for loyalty and discipline ; by 
gratuities, and the liquidation of their ar- 
rears, regiment after regiment was succes- 
sively disbanded without exciting mutiay 
or any public expression of discontent. The 
want of a similar dexterous policy was the 
chief error of the long parliament, and laid 
the foundation of the Cromwellian usur- 
pation. 

But it was not the intention of Charles 
to govern without a defensive force, only he 
sought to embody one on which he could 
more implicitly rely than the soldiers ot 
the commonwealth. For this purpose guards 
were established for the protection of the 
royal person, formed partly out of the best- 
affected troops of the protector, and partly by 
the creation of new regiments. In this way 
began the .standing military forccof the king- 
dom. To general Monk’s regiment, rai'-ed 
ten years previously at Coldstream, were 
added, in 1660, two more regiments, form- 
ing the Coldstream foot-guards. In 1661 
the Life-guards were raised ; composed and 
treated like the old Guardes ilu Corps of the 
French, being formed principally of gentle- 
men of fortune, who themselves or their 
fathers had fought in the civil wars. In 
the same year the Blues were embodieil, 
and called the Oxford Blues, from their 
first commander Aubrey, earl of Oxford. 
To these were added the Ist Royal Scots, 
brought over from France at the Restora- 
tion ; the 2nd or Queen’s, rai.sed in 1661 ; 
the 3rd or Old Buff’s, Irom their accoutre- 
ments being comjiosed of butfalo leather, 
embodied in 1665; the Scotch Fusileers 
(now the 21st foot', raised in 1078, and so 
called from carrying the fusil invented in 
France in 1630; and the 4th or King’s 
Own, raised in 1680. 

These formed at first a force of about 
5000 men ; hut in the latter part of the 
next reign this force was augmented to 
30,000. Parliament, however, never sanc- 
tioned the enrolment of this large army, 
nor did it vote the money require<I for their 
maintenance. They were embodied by the 
authority of the crown only, and were paid 
for either out of the civil li.st, or by divert- 
ing money voted for other purposes. 

it was on this unconstitutional force that 
James II. mi.stakenly depended for the suc- 
cess of his anti-protestaiit and arbitrary 
schemes. At the revolution of 1688 the 
laising or keeping a standing army in the 
kingdom in time of peace, without consent 
of parliament, was deelaied unlawful. 
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JAMES II. A.D. 1685 to 1688. 

There was so little of art in the character and policy of this pnnce, that 
Doth seem sufficiently elucidated, without the aid of commentary, by the 
events and occurrences of his reign. James was a bigot, who, in the blind- 
jiess of his zeal to introduce the Roman worship, overlooked every obstacle. 
It may be doubted even whether he sought absolutism, except as ancillary 
to the accomplishment of his ruling infatuation. Had the designs of the 
king been limited to the establishment of a secular despotism, it is probable 
he would have succeeded ; for Charles had left the way open to him by his 
triumphs over the whigs, aided by the doctrine of blind loyalty and passive 
()l)(‘(lience which the episcopal clergy had diffused through the community. 
But the conscience of the nation on religious matters was not to be forced. 
Churchmen and dissenters, lories and whigs, all perceived, by the undis- 
guised measures of the king, by his introduction of papists into the army, 
his councils, the magistracy, and on the bench ; by the new-modelling 
ul' cor])urations ; his forcible interference with the rights of the universities ; 
his establishineiit of an ecclesiastical commission for the cognizance of 
spiritual offences; his embassy to the pope; his assumption of a dispensing 
iiower in respect of the penal statutes ; and his insidious attempt to establish 
iihcrty of conscience — that is, liberty for his own sect first, and an intoler- 
:mt ascendancy afterwards — that protestantism was in danger ; and they 
at once, and unanimously, seceded from their allegiance. 

James was deposed from the government of three kingdoms with as little 
(listurhance as a parish changes its overseer. So complete a national 
defection is without a })arallel. A change of government was effected 
without bloodshed or popular commotion. Profound tranquillity prevailed 
thro\igliout the country, and the administration of the prince of Orange was 
suhiiiitted to, as if he had succeeded in the most regular manner to the 
vacant throne. The fleet received his orders ; the army, without murmur 
or ()pj)osition, allowed him to remodel them, and the city promptly sup- 
plied him N\ith money for his present necessities. Such is the omnipotence 
of public opinion, and the case and safety with which a great political 
n;\olution may he effected, when the people are unanimous in their resist- 
ance to tyranny. 

Th(i abdicated monarch had hardly any private virtues to redeem his 
puldic errors. Sincere he doubtless was in his bigotry, and disinterested 
( veil to weakness, in its maintenance, but bis sincerity was that of a monk ; 
for while making the most solemn promises to maintain the religion and 
liherticH of the people, his whole reign was directed to their subversion. It 
iR extraordinary that a man who was generous enough to avow his own 
^('ntiments at whatever risk, should wish by every means, fair or foul, to 
jlcpriye others of the same privilege. Bravery has been imptiled to him, 
but his courage was problematical : he did not evince it at the battle of the 
lloyne, nor in some of the incidents of the Dutch war. If not actively, be 
''as passively cruel ; the rewards he bestowed on Jeffreys, and the brutal 
in which he indulged on the sanguinary proceedings of that rulliai) 
judge, arc an indelible stain on his memory. When shipwrecked in the 
^urth, he evinced more anxiety about the preservation of himself, liis dogs, 

^ priests, than the ship’s company, or of his brother-in law Hyde, who 
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accompanied him while duke of York. He liad tlie character of a man of 
business ; but it seems as if he merited it more by dogged industry than 
dispatch or discrimination. Although cold and formal in manner, he did 
not escape the licentious contagion of his brother’s court, and had several 
avowed mistresses. 

Upon the whole, in the love of the polite arts and the virtues of private 
life, James was inferior to Charles I, while he had some of liis worst vices. 
He was quite as obstinate as his father. Opposition might change his re- 
solves but never weakened his convictions. There might be something 
English in this, as well as in the character of his intercourse with the 
French monarch. James, while receiving the money of France, was always 
indignant at the idea of England being considered the vassal or dependent 
state of that kingdom. Louis remarked on the inconsistent pride of the 
Stuart, by observing, “The king, my brother, is proud, but he is very fond 
of tlie French pistoles.” In his connexion with France, as in his domestic 
government, he evinced his defective intellect. Meditating a great struggle 
with his own subjects, it was obviously his wisest policy to cultivate a cor- 
dial understanding, which he did not, with his Gallicaii neighbour. 

James survived his dethronement ten years. As his punishment was 
milder than his father’s, so it was productive of more enduring benefits to 
the nation. By his expulsion, two important constitutional advantages were 
secured. First, the supremacy of the law was established, and the slavish 
maxim, — “ From God the king, from king the law,” — corrected : it was 
settled that kings might do WTong, and their rights were not indefea- 
sible. Secondly, the authority of parliament was acknowledged, and the 
claims of prerogative more definitely ascertained. The contest had lasted 
five hundred years, and ended by making the crown a derivative of tlie 
commons, in lieu of the contrary, as heretofore contended. It was not 
however a popular movement. The masses had no share in the Revolution 
of 1688 ; it was effected by the aristocracy of church and state, who reaped 
its chief benefits. But it had this advantage to the pcojdc — it brouglit 
them one turn nearer the goal of political power, wliich in a latter age they 
have reached. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1G85. Feh. G. James II., the only sur- 
viving son of Charles L, succeeded lo the 
crown in the fifty-second year of his age. 
and was proclaimed with the usual solem- 
n t) , a few hours after Charles had resigned 
hiH breath. Wine was distributed, as in the 
time of James I. among the crowd, to drink 
the king's health. Same day James made 
aspeecVi in council, assuring them he should 
endeavour to follow his brother's xample, 
especially in his great clemenc;. ; that, 
though he had been reported to lit* a man 
of arbitrary power, he should invade no 
mail’s property, but endeavour to su|T|)ort 
the government in church and state, as by 
law established. 

7. Ctingratulaiory addresses presented 
from the bishops, universities, and public 
companies. 

Ftb. A proclamation for continuing 


the collection of the customs and excise, 
which ha<l legally expired on the death of 
the lat/e king. Parliamint snmniuned to 
meet May IDlh. 

1*2. James, contrary to law, hears mass 
openly in the queen’s chapel. 

14, Charles II. buried privately in 
Henry Vllth’s chapel. 

The duke of Ormond made lord-steward 
of the household ; the earl of Arlington, 
lord-chamberlain ; lord Newport, treasurer ; 
lord Maynard, comptroller ; an<l Heiuy 
Savile, Esq., vice-chamberlain ; in which 
iflices they had served the late king. 

10. The earl of Rochester constituted 
lord-hi^h-treasurer of England. 

18. The marquis of Halifax m^ide pre- 
sident of the council ; the earl of Claren- 
don, lord privy-seal ; the duke of Beaufoit* 
lord-president of Wales ; and lord Godoi- 
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|)hin, lord-chamberlam to the queen. Henry 
Buckley, esq., was made master of the 
househuld, and sir Stephen Fox senior 
cleikof the gieen cloth. The earl of Sun- 
derland retained his funner situation of 
secretary, but intrii'ued for the staff' held 
by Rochester, and became the mover of the 
secret Cabal of catholics — Arundel, Be- 
Lasyse, Powis, Castlemaine, Talbot, ami fa- 
ther Petre, whom James privately consulted. 

The king published two papers, taken 
out of the late king's strong box, to manifest 
he died a papist. 

March, Addrpsses were presented from 
almost every county, city and borough in 
the kingdom. Tiiat from the qtiakers had 
the following sentence “ We are come to 
testify our sorrow for the death of our good 
friend Charles, and our joy at thy being 
made our gtivernor. We are told thou art 
not of the persuasion of the church of Eng- 
land any more than we ; and therefore we 
hope that thou wilt grant unto us the same 
liberty which thou allowest thyself.” 

28. The parliament of Scotland being 
ojiened, the same day the king’s letter to 
them was read. The duke of Queeushorough, 
tl king’s high -commissioner, made a 
sjieech, assuring ♦hem of his majesty’s reso- 
lution to maintain the church, as by law es- 
tablished, together with the people’s liber- 
ties; and recommended ihe suppressing 
that fanatical party who had brought them 
to the brink of ruin, and were not more 
leheU .igainst the king, than enemies to 
inanktiul. 

.'1(1. Court of (Uaims sit at Westminster 
to hear the claims of persons to do services 
at the approaching coronation. 

.///mV Hi. Being Holy 'rimrsday, the 
king, attendeil by liis guards and the gen- 
tlemen pensioners, proceeded in state to re- 
ceive tlie sacrament. 

A proclamation for the discharge of re- 
cusants who hud not taken the oaths of al- 
legiance and supremacy. By this the dis- 
senters obtained a respite from persecutions 
under the conventicle act ; and some thou- 
sands of catliolics aiul 1200 (piakers were 
liheraled from prison : 200 of the latter sect, 
however, were still retained for non-pay- 
uient of tithes. 


cause of the death of many innocent vic- 
tims, on account of the popish plot, clearly 
convicted, under two indictments, of per- 
jury. He was condemned to pay a fine of 
1000 marks on each indictment, to be stript 
of his canonical habit, to be twice publicly 
whipped, and to stand every year of his life 
five times in the pillory. After the revolu- 
tion he brought writs of error against 
these judgments in the house of lords ; but 
the house refused to reverse them. The 
king, however, pardoned the remainder of 
his punishment, and allowed him a |>ensiou 
of 5/. a week. 

19. Parliament met, and the commons 
chose sir John Trevor for speaker. 

The earl of Argyle landing in Scotland 
with a body of troops, raised a rebellion. 

22. The king made a speech to both 
, houses, repeating the declaration he had 
j made in council on his accession. He de 
sired the continuance of his leveime during 
life as it was granted last year ; and he ac- 
quainted them with Argyle's rebellion. A 
congratulatory address in reply was unani- 
mously voteef. Trie pailiainent consisted 
chiefly of men devoted to the court. Many 
I complaints were made ot violence used at 
elections. The election of members was 
taken out of the hands of the inhabitants, 
and compulsory charters were substituted, 

I and given to select bodies. In Cornw'all tlio 
; earl of Bath put the officers of the guards’ 
names in must of the charters ot that 
i county, so that the king was sure of forty- 
■ four votes on all occasions, 

! 24. The duke of Monmouth sailed from 

; the Texel with a frigate and two small 
! vessels ; he was niueb eii days at sea. 

I 30. Thomas Dangerfiehi, convicted uf 
I writing a scandalous libel, called “ Ila 
I Narrative.'' He was sentenced to stand 
I twice in tlie pillory, he whipped from Ald- 
• gate to Newgate one day, from Newgate to 
Tylnirn another <lay, and to jiay a fine 
uf .‘>00/. 

The commons were so liberal in their 
stipplies, that the king sent them word he 
desired no more this session. 

Mr. Richard Baxter was brought to tiial 
i for a scandalous libel, called “ A Pamphrase 
' on the New TaUtmenty" reflecting on the 


James claimed the arrears of the French 
Vensiou diu*. to the late king (Ling. Hist. 
Jtiv , 1.') ), and solicited a continuance of the 
same disgraceful allowance. Louis remitted 
h) Banllon, his agent, 2,000,000 of livres 
hir the jmrposc. 

-3. Coronation of the king and queen 
accoiding to the protestant ritual. James 
teUenched some of the ceremonies, as that 
<d the cavalcade from the Tower to West- 
minster, saving a charge of (i0,000/. Bishop 
J timer preached the coronation sermon. 

Maj 8. Titus Oates, who had been the 


bishops and clergy of the chuich of Eng* 

’ land ; of which he was convicted the [Jlhh 
of June, and adjudged to ^niy a fine ot aOO 
marks, and give secur.ty for his good be- 
haviour for seven year-*. 

June 3. Dangerfiehi having received his 
punishment of whipping the last day, as he 
was returning in a coach Iroin Tyburn to 
Newgate, Mr. Robert Francis, aharr.siei Oi 
GrayVinn, met him at (iray’s-iiin'gale, 
and repmaching him with his emnes. Dan- 
gerfield spit in his face ; whereupon trancis 

struck at him, or run him into the eye with 
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his cane, which occasioned the death of 
])angerheld some hours after. Mr. Francis 
was afterwards convicted and executed for 
murdering: liim. 

II. The duke of Monmouth landed at 
Lyme, in Dorsetshire, with about 1 50 fol- 
lowers, and arms for 5000 more. He pub- 
lished a declaration, reviling the king, and 
charging him with introducing popery and 
arbitrary power. 

13. A bill of attainder brought into the 
commons against the duke, which received 
the royal assent on the Kith inst. j 

15. A proclamation against publishing i 
the duke of Monmouth’s declaration ; and j 
another, offering a reward of 500/. to any 
one that should bring the duke dead or alive. 

17, The earl of Argyle’s forces were dis- ! 
j)ersed, and the earl himself taken. j 

1^. Monmouth having increased his { 
forces to 3000 men, took possession of| 
Taunton Dean. 

‘21. The duke marched to Bri<igewater, : 
his army being increased to 5000 : he was . 
there proclaimed king, and marchcul to- ' 
wards Bristol, hut hearing of the advance ! 
of the king’s armv towards him, he fell hack | 
to Bridgewater, and defeated a body of the 
king’s horse quartered at Philips Norton, j 
22. Monmouth published a declaration, 
offering 5000/. fur king James's head ; ami • 
another, declaring the parliament of Kiig- 
iand a seditious assembly. I 

26. Rumbold the maltster, an acc<»mplice 
in the Kye-hoiise plot, being taken among 
Argyle’s followers, was executed at Kdiii- 
burgh with others. 


j interview with James, who refused to par- 
I dun him. 

I 15. Tlie duke was brought to a scaffold 
I cn Tower-hill, and beheaded. He was at- 
■ tenderl by Dr. Lloyd, Dr. Teiinison, and 
i Dr. Hooper, who laboured to make him 
profess the doctrine of non-resistance, as a 
: test of adherence to the church of Eng- 
land, and confess his crime in living in 
adultery with lady Harriet Wentworth, but 
j all to no purpose : he had been prematurely 
married to the duchess,:iiHl denied the sinful- 
ness of either, and expressed his assurance 
that he shoii d ascend to heaven. The exe- 
cutioner performed his office so unskilfully 
that five blows were struck before the licad 
was severed. Monmouth was 36 yeais old, 
‘26. A thanksgiving was observed for 
the late victory over the rebels. 

27. Ivord-chief-jiistice Jeffreys 
being sent into the west, with four other 
judges, to try the rebel jnisoiu is, a/rived 
at Winchester, where the grand -jury 
found an indictment of high -treason 
against Alicia l.isle, the widow of Mr. 
Lisle, who w'as one of the judges of 
Charles 1. She was convicted of harbouring 
John Hicks, a non - conformist minister, 
and Nelthorp, who w ere in Moiimontirs re- 
bellion, and sentenced to be burnt : but 
the punishment was changed to beheading, 
which was executed at \\ iiichester the ‘Jutl 
of ISepteniber. Mrs. Lisle's attainder was 
ieverse<l at the rt’volutioii ; first, becau.sr? 
Hick.s, the principal at the time of her 
tiial, had not been convicted; and secomlly, 
because of tlie violent aiul illegal conduct 


30. The earl of Argyle beheaderl at 
Edinburgh, upon a former sentence, for 
high-treason. Thirty-five years befuiv, Ar- 
gyie had been an exnlting spectator of the 
execution of the marquis of Montrose. lie 
met <leath firmly, affirming to the last, his 
hatred of “ popery, prelacy, and all siiper- 
.stition” whatsoever. 

Ju/y 2. The king having given the royal 
assent to several bills of supply, and some 
other acts, parliament adjourned. 

6. Monmouth defeated by the earl of 
Feversham and lord Churchill, at Sedge- 
moor, near Bridgewater. The victors lost 
300 men in killed and wounded. Of the in- 
surgents, 500 fc'll on the moor, and 1500 
were made prisoners. Resistance was chiefly 
made by the Mendip miuers, wl » fi/Ughi 
with scythes and the bntt-ends of thejr 
muskets. The duke fled almost before the 
battle began, accompanied by l(»rd Grey, 
and Btisse, a German count. All three 
were taken within two davs. The duke 
W’as foiirid lying in a ditch, covered with 
fern, on Cranliurn-chaHi , and was conducted 
to Kingwood. Two days after, he w'as re- 
moved to London, made the most humiliat- 
iog submisaioas, and obtained a penonal 


of Jeflreys. 

.At Dorchester, Jeffreys condemned fwen- 
I ty-nine, who were iniinedidtcly i xecnlcd. 
! In another place, 200 persons were indict- 
I ed. and fourscore were executed. Out of the 
; whole number, some were parjloued ; many 
j wh’jiped anil imprisoned ; above ^0() tr.ni'> 

! ported to the plantations ; and .'b'K* execnti d 
I as felons and traiti;rs. Those executed It. id 
j their qii.irtcrs set iij» on the liigliw.iys. 

! Some purch ased their lives fnun t be judge. 

I .Mr. Pride. lux alone gave him 14,000/. fov 
his life. 

Major-gener.il Ki:k, who was sent down 
with tin* Judge, commiitid inai.y cnulties; 
he caused nineteen persoii.s to be executed 
at Taunton, withunf any trial, with tbe 
drums playing at the ttine of execution. In 
the same town, whilst at dinner with his 
. ojRBcers, he ordered thirty condemned per- 
' sous to be hanged while he was at table; 

’ namely, ten in a health to the king, ten to 
the queen, and ten to Jeffreys. But omj 
actiofi the nio'.t cruel was, a yuuiig 
• throwing herself at his feet to b^g hei hi-* 
j ther’s life, he made her prostitute heisr • 

! to him, with a promise of granting her i< * 
1 qu«»t J but having satisfied his lust, was 
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iphuinan as out of a window to shov/ the 
ifirl her father haiiirin^ on the sign-post. 
The spectacle so affected the poor girl tlmt 
siie became insane. 

Sept, 5. Lord-keeper North dies, and is 
succeeded by lord JetlVeys, who had been 
created baron of Wem after his cruelties in i 
the west ; wliich James, with unfeeling | 
facetiousness, was fond of reverting ;o, as I 
“Jeffrey’s campaign.” 

Ot t. 11, Colonel Talbot came over from 
Ireland, was matie earl of Tyrconnel, and 
lieutenant-general of the Irish army. 

19. Ileuiy Cornish, esq., alderman of 
London, Mr. William King, John Fernley, 
and Elizabeih Gaunt were tried at the Old 
Bailey for high-treason, and convicted. 
King, Fernley, and Gaunt, of cuncealittg 
persons who were in Monmouth’s rebel- 
lion ; Mr. Cornish, as a conspirator in the 
Rye-house plot. Mrs. Ganiit was burnt ; 
King and Fernley hanged and (quartered at 
Tyhiiin; Mr. Cornish, in Clieup-side, on 
tlk* 2;)r<l instant. 

in this month the edict of Nantes was 
revuki'd by lajuis XIV., under which 
Frencit protestiints had been tolerated. 

30. Richard Nelthorp and Jolui Ayloffe 
^tanding outlawed, as being concerned in 
the Kye-house plot, were ex< cuted as trai- 
tors ; Neltliorji, before Gray‘s-inn gate; 
and Ayloffe, before the 'I’einple gate. 

Aoe. 9. J’arliaineiit met, and the king 
made a speech to both houses, telling them 
that lie had increased his standing forces, 
that the kingdom luiglit no longer \>e ex- 
jiosed to such wretched attempts as had 
b« en l.itely made ; and desired a supply tt» 
maintain his troops. The army, which be- 
fore c nisisteil tif hut 70UO men, had been 
increased to 1 '),()()(). Besides permanently 
keeping uj) this large force, James aimeilat 
otficeiing it with catholics, and during the 
session ubt. tilling a nudilicaiioii of the 
halieas corpus act. 

1 J. Ferdinainlo d’.Vdda an ives with the 
liowers of a papal luiiieio, but without any 
jmliiic character. J)r. Ley burn, the catholic 
bishop, bad lodgings assigned him mVVhite- 
hall. aiul a pension of 1000/. a \ear. 

ir. The commons in their address to 
his inajedy oflered to indemnify the recu- 
sant otiicers who had omitted the test, hut 
iuliniated their th sire that the king would 
•lot contimm any recusants in office for die 
hituve. James returned a sharp answer, 
^tqiroaching the commons for want of con- 
ndeuce, 

Brandon, by the name of 
harles Gerrard, tsip, was tried ut the 
'Qg s bench bar, and convicted of high 
r'‘ason, in conspiring to raise u rebellion. 

< ipnse the late king, ike. He was coii- 
Uciinuid the ‘JBth instant, but afterwards 
I rooued, through the iniiueuce of 
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his wife’s sister, and one ot tbe k ng's 
mistresses. 

Dec. 4. Charles Bateman, a sirgeon, 
was convicted of the cousjiiracy against the 
late king, in which Sidney, &Cc were con- 
cerned. Sentence was passed on him as a 
traitor the 1 1th, and he was executed at 
Tyburn the 18t)i instant. 

Ifi. The earl of Claiendon appointed 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland. 

30. John Hampden, esq. being arraigned 
for high-treasun, in conspiring against the 
late king, with lord Russell, ike. pleaded 
guilty, hut was pardoned through a bribe 
if 601)0/. to Jeffreys and Mr. Petre. 

1686. Jan. 14. Lord Delamere was 
tried by his peers for high- treason, in 
being concerned in the I ale rebellion in the 
west, the lord chancellor Jeffreys being lord 
high steward, but Saxon, the only positive 
evidence, prevaricating, he was acquitted. 

21. Catherine Sedley, one of the maids 
of honour to the queen, created countess of 
Dorchester. She had succeetletl Arabella 
Stuart as the king's favourite mistress. Of 
two children James had by the countess 
(though report assigned them to culoiiel 
(ir4d)am), one married the duke of Buek- 
ingham, and the mother herself married 
lord Port more. 

The king used many means to accom- 
plish his designs; he caused the judges to 
give it d'> their opinion, that he had a power 
to dispense witli the laws. Dr. Cartwright 
cast u gloss upon the king’s promises, in 
liis sermons, that his majesty's promises 
were free donatives. He was made bishop 
of Chester. 

Feh. 12. The earl of Tyrconnel having 
new-niodelleil the Irish army, I'y substi- 
tuting catholic officers and sobliers in 
place of protest ant, came to England, and 
was appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, 
in the room of the earl of Clarendo:i. 
Things were carried to such a hidglit 
against the protestants in Iieland, that 
iijuiiy English merchants withdrew their 
‘ffects. 

JJar. 5. The king sent a letter to the 
arcb.bi''hop, to prohibit the clergy to preach 
on c\mtroverted points. 

10. The king granted a general pardon 
to his subjects, in which many that had 
been in rebellion were excepted ; but the 
earl of Stamfoid took the benefit of it. 
Among the exceptions, were the girls of 
Taunton, who hail iiro>euted the bibleand 
sword to Moninoiitn. For the pardon of 
these a tine was demanded piopoiiionate 
to the circumstauces of the parent.^, and the 
whole sum was divided among thi' qiict ii s 
maids of honour. 

26, An order of council issued, for re- 
gulating the method of binding apprentices 
to be sent to the pl&iitations. 
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Apt'il 21. Several judges removed, and 
others vhom James thought favourable to 
his claim of a dispensing power, su^>sti- 
tiited. The king made a call of sergeants 
at law, among whom were several catliolics, 
one was knighted, and a little after, an- 
other lawyer af the same religion was made 
a judge. The motto^used by the sergeants 
was /Jews, Rexy Lex. 

26. Sir Christopher Milton, a catholic, 
made one of the baron.s of the exchequer. 

29. The king summoned the parliament 
of Scotland to meet, and wrote them a 
letter, ** recommending to their special care 
his innocent Roman catholic subjects.*' 
The earl of Murray, as lord high commis- 
sioner, seconded James*s letter, and con- 
cluded with saying, by this you will shew 
yourselves the best, and most affectionate 
subjects, to the best, the incoinparablest, 
and most heroic prince in the world.’* An j 
unsuccessful attempt was made to obtain ! 
fur the catholics, the private exercise of 
their worship. 

May 5. From a letter of Bon repans of 
this date, it appears the number of refugees 
in England, in couseqtience of the revoca- 
tion of the edict of Nantes, was 4500, of 
(vhich he could only prevail on 509 to re- 
turn to France, 

14. Miles Prance found guilty of per- j 
jury, ii) the evidence he gave against i 
Green, Berry and Hill, at their trial for j 
the murder of Godfrey. He was adjudged j 
to pay a fine of 100/., to stand three times 
in the jiillory, and be whipped from New- 
gate to Tyburn, which last was remitted. 

June 21. Judges affirm the power of the 
king to dispense with penal laws in parti- 
cular cases. 

July. A letter was sent by the king to 
the bishop of London, to su.spond Hr. 
Sh.irp, for seme unbecoming reflections in 
hifi sermons. 


Stillingfleef, Tennison, Wake, Patrick, 
Sharp, Sherlock ; all 'famous fer their 
writings. ^ ^ 

Aug. 3. The ec^fesiastical commission, 
granted in July, was first opened. It was 
directed to the archbishop of Canterbury, 
lord chancellor Jeffreys, the bishops of 
Durham and Rochester, the earl of Ro- 
chester, lord high treasurer, the earl of Sun- 
derland, presulent of the council, and the 
lord chief justice Herbert, or any three of 
them, of whom the lord cliancellor to he 
one, to make a quorum ; of these the arch- 
bishop never acted, and the bishop of 
Rochester soon declined the service. 

4. The bishop of London being sum- 
moned by the high commissioners, to 
answer for a contempt in not suspending 
Hr. Sharp, the rector of St. Giles's, appeared 
before them. 

2.4. Bitda, the capital city of Hungary, 
taken by the imperialists, after it had been 
in possession of the l\irks 145 years. 

.41. The bishop of London tendered a 
plea to the jiirisdictiuii of the high com- 
I Illis^ion court. 

I Se^t. 9. The bishop of London w- as sus- 
pended from exercising his episcopal i»ffice, 

I by the high commission. Dr. Shaip Wi\» 
also suspended, but only for a few d.i\.s. 
The king endeavoured to gain many prose- 
lytes ; the earl of .Sunderland, who had 
obtained a pension of 4500/. a year from 
the French king, turned papist, but refused 
to make a public abjuration. 

Oc/. 8. The earl of Tyrconnel, in Ire- 
land, wa.s sworn of the privy council in 
England, being a catholic. 

AW. 10. Sir William Stephens h.ad an 
action brought against him by sir Thomas 
Dupper, gentleman usher to the king, for 
the fees of knighthood ; sir William pleaded 
that his knighthood was couferied iqioii 
him without his consent ; to which the 


The king ordered his army , to the num- 
ber of fifteen thousand men, to encamp on 
Houn»low-heath, where he had a pavilion 
erected, and a popish cha[>el, and spc*nt 
part of the summer iu his camp, under the 
command of the earl of Feveri-hain, 


plaintitf demurred, and the demurrer being 
argued the same day, the court gave it fur 
the plaint iffi 

16. Dr. Samuel Johnson, once chaplain 
to the late lord Kiissi ll, and who had been 
formerly convicted and punished for writing 


17. The earl of Powis, lonl Arundel, ! a libel called "Julian the Apo.state,” wa.s 
lord Bellasyse, and lord Dover, all catho- j again convicted the last Trinity term, of 
lies, sworn of the privy council. The papists i writing a pamphlet entitle<l ‘‘ An Addre.ss 
Were allowed openly to profess their reli- 1 to the English Protestants in King James’s 
gion ; and the Jesuits who i reett I < olleges ! Army advising them not to be instre- 
and seminaries in most of the considerable ’ mental in intiotlucing popery and arbitrary 
towns, were publicly consecrated in the | power. He was this day adjudged to staiul 
king’s chapel, and sent down to exercise three times in the pillory, to pay a tine of 
their functions in theii respective dioce:%es, 50<> marks, and to be whippetl from New- 
ijiider the title of vicars apoMtolical i monks gate to Tyburn: but before the senten‘« 
appeared in their haliitsat Whitehall ; and was executed, he was brought (Nov. 211) 
places we»'e bentowed upon papists. Many before the high commission-cour^, and foi' 
of the clergy showed their aver^ion to the mally degraderl, and then delivered over 
royal luan^iate, not to s^ieak on controverted i as a layman into the hands of the secular 
points of religion, particularly Tiilotson ' officer^ to undergo his punishment. 
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The. same day judgment was given Sunderland’s office) so that they might be 
against Mr. Edward Whitaker, who had introduced to the king uncovered, 
been convicted of justifying the rebellion 9. The vice chancellor and senate of 
in forty-one) and the e^||cutioii of Charles I. Cambridge were summoned to appearbe- 
for which he was finec^ 000 marks. fore the commissioners for ecclesiastical 

Dec. The earl of Castlemain sent am- affairs, in the council chamber, on the 2l8t 
bassador to the pope ; was coldly received, of April, to answer what should be objected 
and at last recalled, the king being much against them by his majesty, for refusing 
mortified. to admit Francis, the beiiedictine monk, 

The white staff’ was taken from the earl agreeable to his mandate. This was the 
of Rochester, who was found not to be first avowed attempt to introduce papists 
sliaken in his protestant principles. At into either of the universities, 
the earl’s dismission, the king assigned him 11. The king sends his mandate to 
a pension of 5000/. upon tlie post-office; Magdalen college, Oxon, to elect Mr. 
and on the .Oth of Jaiviiary, lord Bcllasyse Anthony Farmer, president, who had pro- 
was made one of the commissioners for niised to become a ]>apist, whom they re- 
executing the office of loid treasurer. At jected, and tdected Dr. Hough, who was 
the same time the earl of Sunderland ap- chosen by a great majority. The bishop 
peared so conformable to the king’s reli- of Winchester swore him in, and admitted 
gioii and arbitrary measures, that he was l»im to his office. 

in greater favour than ever. 15. An order of council for promoting 

Colonel Kirk was spoken to, to change the collection for the relief of the French 
his religion, but ho briskly rej)lied, lie protestants. In the course of the year, 
was j)re-engaged ; for he had promised the 15,500 reliigees arrived from France; of 
king of JMorocco, that if ever he changed these 13,500 settled in the neighbourhood 
liis religion, he would turn mahometan.” of London, in Spitalfields, where they 
lt)87. Feb. i). A Utter from the king established the silk manufacture. Sub- 
w, is brouglit to the university of Cambridge, scriptions to the amount of 03,713/. were 
to admit .\lbau Francis, a benedietine raised f»)r their relief. Single persons gave 
monk, to tlie degre«? of master of arts, 500/. or 1000/. 

without administering the usual oath, The king closeted several members of 
w hich the university refused. parliament to gain them over to him ; but 

12. The king sent a pioclamutioii to finding he could not get a majority in his 
Scotland for allowing lilierty of conscience f.ivour, lie was resolved to dissolve the par- 
to all recus ints there, with which the Scots liament. 

comply ; and the council published the ‘iS. Sir Richard Allibon. a papist, was 
king*?, pniclamation. made one of tlie justices of the king’s- 

Soine l)i!>,l]ops favoured the court, and bench j and Mr. sergeant Powell one of tlie 
prevailed with their clergy to send addresses barons of the excheipier. 
of til, inks to the king: of this number 5. A proclamation i>sued for esta- 

were (hew, Railuw, (hutwriglit. Wood, blisliiiig a manufacture of white paper in 
and Watson. Rut Parker, bisiiop of Ox- Kngla d, 

lord, was not so successful, since he could 27, Sentence of deprivation passed 
tliid but one clergyman in bis whole diocese, I against Dr. Pechell, vice chancellor of 
wl.o would sign such an address. Cambridge, by the ecclesiastical commis- 

Mar. 11. James Fit/.-JameK, natural sioners, for bis contempt in not admitting 
Son to James II. by Mrs. Chiircbill, sister father Francis to a degree, without taking 
to the duke of Marlborough, created duke the oaths; and the senate were rej>ri- 
ot lU'rwick. manded. and ordered to send up copies of 

4. The king published a dechira- their statutes. 

Uuwiug liberty of conscience to ail Jane 9, The benchers and barristers of 
his siibjicts, snspemling and dispensing the Middle Temple, repeating their ful- 
"|th the penal laws and tests, and even some address to the king for the assertion 
with the oaths of allegiance ami supremacy, of bis dispensing power, they thauk him 
on iidiniasion into otfices civil or military. * for asserting his own royal pierogatives, 
ddiesses of thanks for this lilierty were the very life of the law ami their pioUs- 
* ‘^dy presented to the king, by the dis- sioii ; which prerogatives, as they were 
from all parts of the kingdom ; given by God himself, so uo power on 
her anabaptists, quakera, indepeiidenta, earth could diminish them.’ 
r Presbyterians, delayed to make the tiigh- 22. The ecclesiastical commissioners 
q?, professions of loyalty ami gratitude, declared the election of Mr. Hough to be 
qnakers, that they might without com- president of Mag<lalen colh gi*, void : and 
I oiiusiug their principles, conform to the that Dr. Aldwordi be suspended from bemg 
^oette of the court, left their hats vice president, and Dr. F.drfax from his 

S 
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tellowship, for their contempt in not elect- 
ing Mr. Fai-nier. 

July 2. After repeated prorogations 
parliament was dissolved ; the king trust- 
ing to his own artifices^ and the co-opera- 
tion of the dissenters^ to obtain one more 
favourable to his designs. 

3. Ferdinando d’Adda, nuncio from 
the pope, admitted to an audience of their 
majesties at Windsor. The duke of Somer- 
set had orders to attend the pope’s nuncio 
to his audience. He desired to be excused ; 
which so incensed the king, ho removed 
him t'rom his place of groom of the cham- 
ber, and took from liini his regiment of 
dragoons. 

Qwo warrantns were issued out against 
divers corporations, and every means used 
to obtain a favourable parliament. 

14. James sent a second mandate 
to Magdalen college, requiring them to 
choose the bishop of Oxford their president, 
which they refused. 

Sept. 4. In his progress through the 
country, the king coming to Oxford, 
threatened the fellows of Magdalen for 
their contempt, in not electing the bishop 
of Oxford ; on tlu IGth of November, the 
sentence of expulsion was pronounced 
against the fellows, by visitors ap|H)inted 
to visit that college ; and by the ecclesias- 
tical commissioners, they were disabled to 
hold any ecclesiastical preierments. 

20. The king visits Chester. Penn, 
and Baiclay cached m favour of the de- 
claration. 

Oct. 20. T;:e king, prince of Denmark, 
pope's nuncio, and foreign ministers, ea- 
ten ained at the lord-mayor's fea.st at 
Guildhall. 

Aov. 11. Father Edward Petre, the 
Jesuit, sworn of the privy council. 

Id. The comini'.sioners empi)Wered by 
the king, expelled twenty-five fellows, only 
two having made tln ir submission, doctors 
Smith and Charnock ; ali tlie college was 
filled with papists ; the bishop of Oxford 
was made president, and Charnock vice 
piesideiit. 

2'). A proclamation for restraining the 
numtHir and abuses of hackney-coaches. 

Dec. 2j, a proclamation, appointing 
the 1 5th of January to be oh.se:Aed as a 
thanksgiving within the bills of mortality, 
for the queen's being pregnant . ami ihe 
2yth of January, in the rest of K. ^land. 

A board called ‘regulators’ estai>Jishc<l I 
under pretext of reforming corporation * 
abuses, but in reality to mould municipal 
bodies to the purposes of the court. The 
lord lieutenants of counties were also in- 
structed to return lists of persons for sheritfs 
and mayors, favourable to the re[ieal of the 
tost and (;anai laws. But the higher classes 


were found generally hostile, and the king 
was fearful of calling a parliament. 

31. Dr. Gifford, the catholic bishop, by 
a mandatory letter of the king, made pre- 
sident of Magdalen college. 

1688. Jan, 17. The king sent a letter 
to the states general, to demand the return 
of the six English and Scotch regiments 
in their service ; with which the states re- 
fused to comply, 

22. The duke of Berwick made governor 
of Pottsiiioiith. 

3lk Three catholic bishops appointed. 
Drs. Gifford and Smith, and Phillip Ellis, 
a monk. 

Feh. 10. A procliiinatioii for suppressing 
unlicensed books and pamphlets. 

Mar. 2. A jiroclamation, prohibiting 
his majesty’s subjects to enter into the ser- 
vice of* foreign states : and another, the 
I4lh, for recalling all those who were in 
the service of the states gener.il, by sen or 
land. 

20. Exefer and several other corpora- 
tions having surrendered their charteiH, 
accept new ones. 

25. In order to retain the working clas.ses 
in the protestant religion, charity-schools 
were set up for children in and about Lon- 
don: the first xvere opened at Norton Fal- 
gate, and St. Margaret's, Westminster. 

In reply to an application from James, 
the prince of Orange said, that the catlio- 
lics tuight to enjoy liberty of conscience, 
hut he could not agree to tlie repeal of any 
statute made for the security of the piotes- 
taut religion. This answer gave the people 
of England Iiopes, that the prince of 
Orange and his consort would not abandon 
them in their present necessity. 

/4pril 27. The king issued another de- 
claration of liberty of conscience ; in which 
the former declaration of the 4th of April, 
1687, is recited. 

May 4. An onler of council was pub- 
lished, commandiug the last declaration, of 
the 27th of April, to he rea*i in time of 
divine service, in all churches and chajiels 
in London and W'est mi lister, and ten miles 
di.stance, iqion the 20(h and 27th in.stant; 
and in all other churches and chapels in 
tile kingdom, on the 3rd and 10th of 
June; and that the bishops should cause 
the said declaration to he distributed in 
tlieir respective dioceses, to be read ac- 
cordingly. 

18. The archbishop of Caiiterhury, the 
bishops of 8t. Asaph, Ely, Chicbester, 
Hath and Wells, Peterborough, and Bristol, 
sign a |)etitiua to his majesty, to dispense 
with thfir distributing and reading tl»e said 
declaration. Same day the jietUion was 
presented, hut the king remaineu firm in 
his purpose* Meanwhile the petition had 
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^en printed, and was openly distributed 
in the streets of London. 

20, Declaration read in a few only of 
the churches. 

June 8. The bishops were summoned 
before the council, when the kin^j asked 
them, it they had signed the petition ? 
Alter sonic demur, they acknowledged their 
signatures ; but as peers, refused to give 
otlier security than their word, to answer 
lor the offence in the court of king's- 
bench. Upon which tlie}" were committed 
to the Tower ; they were conveyed bv 
water, amidst the cheers of the people, aiul 
the officers and soldiers of the garrison, 
st>liciting their blessing, received them on 
their knees. 

10. Birth of a princtMif Wales, and a 
proclamation issued for observing a thanks- 
giving. Many reports sjireail, that the 
liirth of the prince was an imposture, to 
secure the crown unto a ])opish successor. 

1). Tlie seven liishops were brought hy 
lialioas corpus from the Tower to the 
kitig's-bench bar, and were admitted to 
bad on giving their own recognizances, the 
archbishop in 2()0/. and the other bishops 
in 100/ eacl). The peo|.'le festdied their 
joy by bonfires, and drinking to the ‘seven 
' liampions of the church.’ 

‘J9. Trial of the seven bishops in West- 
niinster-hall, fur publishing ‘ a seditious, 
falsf, and malicious libel,’ as their jietition 
to till? king was termed. It was allegeri 
nut to lie seditious, because it was pre- 
sented in pri\ ate ; nor false, because the 
matter of it was true ; nor malicious, be- 
cause it was drawn fn rn them by necessity, 
ami pre.'»enfecl with a good intention. Tne 
jmy spent the night in vehement debate, 
in I he morning they brought in their ver- 
dict of not guilty ; it was leceived with 
slauits of applause, and the news spreading 
Iro n the metropolis to the camp at Houn- 
slow, wheie the king was diiiiug with lord 
feversham, he heard witli surprise and 
alarm the acclamations of the soldiers. 

All Older of council fi»r inserting the 
name of Janies prince of Wales in the 
inayciH lor the royal family. A procla- 
matiun also was issued ag.iiiist profane- 
ncss 5111(1 debauchery. 

^ Sir Ricliard Holloway* and sir John 
Bowel 1, justices of the king's-bench, are 
<hs\)laced, for giving their opinions against 
the c()urt in favour of the seven bishops ; 
iiad sir Thomas Powell, one of the l)aroii8 
ot the exchequer, and sir Roliert Balduck, 

e king*« sergeant, were made justices of 
king’s-bench in their room, 
r ^ **'®*?ling at the house of the earl 
oi .Shrewsbury, at which that nobleman, 
\ ^ Devonshire and Danby, 

r!r u"'"’*' London, lord Lumlcy, adim- 
Ruibell, and Sydney^ afterwards the 


earl of Romney, subscribed in cipher an 
address to the jirincc of Orange, stating 
that of the common people, nineteen out 
of twenty were impatient for a change, 
and that the nobility and gentry, though 
they did not express themselves with equal 
freedom, were animated with the same 
sentiments ; that if the prince were to land 
with a force he would be joined by the 
chief part of the army ; tliat the present 
was a most favourable moment, and the 
subscribers, with others, were ready to join 
him. (Ling. Hist. xiv. 214.) This memo- 
rial is supposed to have been conveyed 
privately to the prince hy admiral Her- 
bert, afterwards earl of Torriiigton, who 
having been refused permission to leave 
the kingdom, escaped in the dress of a 
common sailor. The prince under pretence 
of watching the movements of Louis, col- 
lected a force for the invasion ot England, 
and instructed bis dependants to represent 
the prince of Wales to be a supposititious 
child. 

Contemporary with these proceedings, a 
secret assocuition was formed in favour of 
the prince, among the officers of the army 
encamped on Houiislow-heath, and a com- 
munication established between them and 
the club at the Rose tavern in Covent- 
garden, of which lord Colcnester was the 
chairman. 

My 10. Smyrna destroyed by au earth- 
quake. 

21. James duke of Ormond died at 
Kingston hall in Dorsetshire, in the 79th 
year of his age. 

4. Sir John Shorter, lord-mayor 
of London, died ; and sir .John Kyles was 
the next diiy appointed his successor by 
the king. 

9. D'Avaux, the French ambassador at 
the Hague, presented a ineni<»iial to the 
states general, Ufion their great armament 
by sea iind bind : and ilecl ired that the 
first act of hostility, coniinitted by their 
troops against king James, his master 
would look upon us an absolute rupture of 
peace with birn, 

10. Colonel Beaumont, captain Paston, 
and four captains of the duke of Berwick’s 
regiment, broke, for refusing to recruit 
their companies with Irish. 

The earl of Shrewsbury mortgaged bis 
estate for 40,000/., and went over to the 
Hague to the prince of Oiange, to otf'er 
his money and sword. Alto lord Monlaunt, 
lord Churchill, and seveial others, besides 
many eminent citisens of Loudon. 

14. Louis proclaims war against the 
empt'ror, and PhiUpsburgh was be-ieged 
by the dauphin. This unexpected employ- 
ment of the French force leli the prince of 
Orange at full liberty to pursue his desigua 
against his father-in-law. The Dutch felt 
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BO greatly relieved by this turn of affairs, 
that public securities in Holland rose 10 
per cent. 

Sept. 17. Colonel Skelton, the English 
envoy, being looked upon lo be at the bot- 
tom of the memorial of D'Avaux, was re- 
called, and committed lo the Tower ; but 
soon after made lieutenant thereof. 

21. The king published a declaration, 
setting forth that he inteiuled a legal es- 
tablishment of liberty of conscience ; that 
he would inviolably preserve the church of 
England ; and that he was contented that 
the Roman-catholics should remain inca- 
pable of being members of parliament. 

23 Janies received intelligence that the 
preparations of the Dutch were intended 
against England. He put Portsmouth 
and Hull under the government of papists, 
and depended on the army and navy, though 
the fidelity of both was doubtful. By the 
levy of new regiments, and the arrival of 
6500 men, in detachments from Scotland 
and Irelaiid, the army was raised to 40,000. 
It was placed under the command of the 
earl of Fevershain. The fleet, consisting of 
37 men-of-war and 17 fire-ships, ivas under 
lord Dartmouth, an old and trusty ad- 
herent. The regular force in Scotland 
amounteil to 2316 men ; in Ireland, to 7000. 

26. The misguided monarch discovered 
too late the storm that was ready to burst 
upon him, and sought to regain the lost 
affections of the people by popular conces- 
sions, The displaced deputy-lieutenants 
and magistrates were restored ; and the 
king solicited the advice of the bishops he 
had lately persecuted. Compton, hishup of 
London, was restored to the exercise of 
episcopal jurisdiction. 

28. A proclamation, giving an account 
of the intended invasion from Holland, and 
requiring ail persons to prepare for the de- 
fence of their country ; and the writs that 
had been issued for calling a parliament in 
November, were revoked. 

29. Sir John Chapman, Knt., was elected 
lord-mayor of London. The same day a 
proclamation for a general pardon was 
published. 

Oct. 1. The prince of Orange published 
a long ii.emorial, drawn up by Dr. Burnet, 
then an exile at the Hague, setting forth 
the reasons of his intended expedition. It 
was followed by a declaration, ad liessed to 
the people of England and Scotland, in 
which the prince states that objecbi are 
to facilitate the calbng a fiee parlia- 
ment, to inquire into the birth of the prince 
of Wales, and secure the protestant religion, 
which Was in great danger. The stutes-ge- 
Deral also published a dt claration, setting 
forth the reasons that had obliged them to 
assist the ]>rince with ships, men, and um- 
muuitiotu 


2. By the advice of Jeffreys^ the old 
charter of London is restored. 

3. The king having desired the advice of 
the bishops and others, nine of the lords 
and bishops attended James with ten pro- 
positions, as the best means to restore his 
affairs ; fha substance of which was, that 
he would refrain from the encouragement 
of popery, suffer the law to take its course, 
call a parliament, and redress the com- 
plaints of the people. 

11. The cornmision for ecclesiastical 
causes was dissolved. 

A public form of prayer composed by the 
archbishop, to be used during the appre- 
hension of un invasion. 

12. All Older was issued for restoring 
Magdalen- col lege to its rights. 

15. The prince of Wales was christened 
in the chapel of St. James’s, by the name 
of James-Francis.Edward. Ilis holiness, 
represented by his nuncio, was godfather ; 
and the queen-dowager, godmother. The 
depositions of forty persons of honour as to 
the certainty of the prince of Wales’s 
birth, of whom twenty-three were piotes- 
tants, were taken and enrolled in chan- 
cery. 

16. The prince of Orange took leave of 
the States in a solemn manner, and on the 
19th embarked un board a frigate of thirty 
guns. The force prepared for the expedi- 
tion consisted of 760 transports, under the 
convoy of 60 men-of-war, 4500 cavalry, 
11,000 infantry, with vast supplies of mili- 
tary equipments. Accompanying the prince 
were marshal Schomberg, count Nassau, 
gencralGinckle, and lire bust Dutch officeis; 
the earl of Macclesfield, Dr. Burnet, Pey- 
ton, Wildnian, Ferguson, and other exiles; 
admirals lleibeit and Kusseli ; the sons of 
lords Winchester, Halifax, and Dauby ; 
and 800 French refugees. 

17. A proclamation for restoring corpo- 
rations to their ancient charters and fran- 
chises. 

19. The prince of Orange, after being 
delayed for u fortnight by stormy weather, 
which had given rise to must ominous pre- 
dictions, set sail from Ileivoetsluys. A<i' 
miral Herbert led the van, vice-admiial 
Evertzen brought up the rear, and the prir.ee 
was in the centre, carrying the flag with 
English colours, and their highnesses’ arms 
surrounded with this motto, The protes- 
tant religion and liberties of England,” aial 
underneath, the motto of the house of Nas- 
sau, Jr The intention was 

to sail for the coast of Yoikshire, where the 
earl of Danby expected them ; but a violent 
storm arising in the night, the prince was 
compel led to n turn to liis L>miwr anchor- 
age, At the fleet’s being dispersed, tb^ 
Slates issued a report that the prince could 
ngt undertake the voyage again till navt 
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spring, which made James revoke some of 
his popular concessions. 

20. A proclamation issued, commanding 
all horses, oxen, and cattle to be removed 
twenty miles from the places where the 
enemy should attempt to land. 

The king shut up the Romish chapels, 
and removed father Petre from the council- 
board. 

28. Viscount Preston made secretary of 
state, in the room of the earl of Sunderland, 
who was found to hjive betraye<l James's 
councils to the prince of Orange. 

Nov. 1. William, with the Dutch fleet, 
set sail again. 

2. The king demanded of the bishops, 
whether they invited over the prince of 
Orange, as he suggested in his declaration, 
which some of them denied ; hut James de- 
manding their denial in w'riting, they first 
asktMl time to consider, and after hearing 
that the prince was on the coast, refused. 

Letters of pardon were granted to several | 
of the most obnoxious persons, — chancellor ’ 
Jetlrtys, sir Nicholas Butler, bishops of’ 
Chester and Durham, and upwards of 20 
more. 

2. A proclamation against the publish- 
ing or dispersing the prince of Orange’s 
declaration. 

3. The prince’s fleet entered the Chan- 
nel, passing by the Giinfleet in a f'ggy 
day. The English could nut raise their uii- 
cliors, and were kept in by easterly winds. 

5. The prince of Orange lands at Tor- 
bay, in Devonshire. He addressed a letter 
to the oflicers of the English army, contain- 
ing his reasons for undertaking the protes- 
tant cause ; he also sent oiu 3 to the fleet. 
The terrible executions exercised on the 
followers of Monmouth, deterred any oue 
for several days, joining him. Major Bur 
ringfoii was the first jiersoii wlio came (o 
his standard, and he was followed by the 
gentry of Devon and Cornwall. 

(). The king published a manifesto, in 
answer to his son-in-law’s declaration. 

7. Lord DeUimere took up arms in Che- 
shire, and declared for the prince ; the earl 
of Danhy, with lord Lumley, in Yorkshire ; 
and the earl of Devonshire, in the midland 
counties. 

8. The prince of Orange arrived at 
Lxeter. An association was signed by the 
gentlemen, who joined the prince there, 
Lord Cornhury, son to the carl of Claren- 
*k)n, with almost three entire regiments, 
Went over to the prince. 

hL Lord Lovelace was taken at Ciren 
water, going over to the prince. 

Tk holds a militar}' council, 

duke of Grafton and lord Chtirchill, 

10 were the first to desert, were vehement 
” expressions of loyalty. 

• Several lords spiritual and temporal 


petitioned the king to call a parliament, 
which James promised to do when the 
prince left the kingdom : it was impossible, 
he said, to have a free parliament while an 
enemy was in the countiy who couhl return 
1 00 votes. 

The king determined to assemble his 
troops on Salisbury-plain, and sent a re-in- 
forcement to Portsmouth. He printed a list 
of the prince’s army, which was too con- 
temptible to inspire him with fear. Hear- 
ing the city of London, and the counties of 
K ent an I York were preparing to address him 
for an accommodation with the prince, he 
declared all those his enemies who hhould 
pretend to advise him to treat with the in- 
vader of his kingdoms. 

19. James arrives at Salisbury, and in- 
tended next day to review the troops, hut 
was prevented by a bleeding at the nose. 

20. Tiie earl of Bath made himself 
master of Plymouth, where the Diitcli fleet 
lay secure. 'I'he earl of Shrewsbury and 
sir John Guize forced the duke of Beaufort 
to surrender the city of Bristol. The carl 
of Danhy secured York, having disarmed 
am! turned out all the papists. Golonel 
Copley took Hull, and made lord Langdale, 
a papist, prisoner. The duke of Somerset 
and the earl of O.xford offered the prince 
their services. 

22. The duke of (irafton. lord Chuivliill 
with several other pt*r>oiis of quality, and a 
large body of troops, deserted James at 
Salisbury. 

24. ()n the king's return to London, his 
son-in-law, prince liworge of Denmark, the 
duke of Ormond, and others, deserted him. 

26. James returned from Salisbury to 
Whitehall, where he found that the jirin 
cess Anne went away the night before, after 
prince George her husband, and joined liim 
at Oxford. The king was touched at this 
universal defection ; and, on learning the 
departure of his daughter, exclaimed, 
“ God help me I my very children have 
forsaken me!” 

28. A great council of peers assembles 
to advise Janies. Writs are issued for the 
calling a parliament to meet at Westminster 
the 15th of January. 

Pfc. 8. The kmg sent the marquis of 
j Halifax, the earl of Nottingham, and lord 
j Gwlolphin to treat with the jrrince ; whens. 
I upon the prince of Orange sent proposals to 
' Jamei, by the earls of Clarendon and Oxford. 

The queen and the young prince were* 
sent over to France 

19, The king took water at Whitehall 
stairs, and emhaiked for France, accom 
panied by sir Edward Hales. Mr. Sluddori 
and a Frenchman, He sent orders to tho 
earl of Feversham to disband the arinv, 
and threw into the tire the parliamentary 
writs not issued In crossing th * Thames 
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from the horseferry, James threw the great 
seal into the water^ that nothing might be 
done legally in his absence. 

11. A declaration of the lords spiritual 
and temporal in and about London and 
Westminster, assembled at Guildhall, set- 
ting forth that they would apply to the 
prince of Orange to procure a free parlia- 
ment, and secure the public peace. 

12. An alarm was spread of a general 
massacre intended throughout England by 
the disbanded Irish troops. So great was 
the panic in London, that lights were placed 
in the windows during the night, and every 
man provided arms to defend his family 
from the cruel Irish. But the next day, 
discovering there was no ground for these 
fears, the people recovered from their con- 
sternation. These false alarms were probably 
meant to provoke a massacre of the papists ; 
and have been ascribed to one Meeke, a 
noted libeller. The mob demolished and 
plundeied several mass-houses, and the 
houses of the Roman-catholics in London, 
particular!}' the Spanish ambassadors. 
Lord-chancellor Jeffreys w«s taken in dis- 
guise at Wupping, and sent prisoner to 
the Tower, where he died soon after of 
calculus. 

'J'he common-council of the city sent 
deputies to the prince, to invite him to 
Come to London. 

13. An order of the prince, and another 
of the lords in London, were issued for re- 
assembling the disbanded troops under their 
proper officers. 

11. The prince of Orange came to 
Windsor. 

The king, being driven back by contrary 
winds to Fevershani, was taken fur a Jesuit, 
and abused by the rabble. 

The king in his journey to London, sent 
the eail of Fevershani to iiivife the prince 
to Die palace of St. James’s. M'llliam i 
ordered Feversham tube im}>risoncd in the 
Rouud-tower. 

The tluke of Grafton, marching at the 
head ol a regiment to take possession of 
Tilbury -fort from the Irish, an Irish officer 
rode up to him aud fired a pistol at him, 
for whjch he was shot ilead on the sjiot. 

Iff. The king returned to Whit^diall. and 
was received with the most joyfin acclama- 
tions i»y I he people. The same night lie 
published an order of council < .oust tu 
mults, and the plundering of hmises, and 
Other disorders; which wa.s the last regal | 
act he executed in England. 

17. The prince of Orange’s forces took 
possession of all the posts about Whitehall 
and St. Jame.s’s ; and then the prince sent , 
ail order at midnight, for the king to re- 
move from Whitehall, which the king sub- 
mitted to, and went to Rochester under a 
Dutch guard. 


IS. The prince arrived at St. James's, 
where he received the congratulations of 
the nobility and persons of ipiality. 

20. The aldermen and common-council 
of London attended the prince to congratu- 
late his arrival. 

21. Most of tho lords and persons of 
quality signed the engagement, or associa- 
tion, that was drawn up at Exeter, to stand 
by the prince. 

22. The lords spiritual and temporal 
about town, assembled in the house ui 
lords at Westminster. 

23. The king embarked on board a small 
frigate, with the duke of Berwick, liis na- 
tural sou, and Abodie, a Frenchman. IJe 
landed safe at Ambleteii.se in France, and 
hastened tu join his wife and child at the 
castle of St. Germains. 

The prince having received intelligence 
of the king’s departure, published an order, 
requiring all those wlio had served us mem- 
bers ill any of the parliaments held in the 
reign of king C’hailes II. to meet him at 
St. James’s the 26th instant, together with 
the aldermen and common-council of Lon- 
don. The peers ordered all papists to depart 
the city of London, and not to remove 
above five miles from their homes. 

2.’>. The lords, to the number of about 
ninety, assembled at Westminster, and ad- 
dressed the prince of Orange tu send cir- 
cular letters to the several counties, uni- 
versities, cities, and boroughs, to send 
members to represent them, to meet and 
sit at Westminster the 22nd of January. 
They aFo addressed the prince of Orange 
to take upon him the administration of 
puidic affairs, and the disposal of the public 
revenue, till tho meeting of tho inieiided 
convention on the 22nd of January. 

26. Those who hud been members of 
parliament in the reign of Cliaile.s IJ., 
and the aldermen and common-council of 
London, attended the prince of Orange at 
St. Jaines’.s, to whom the prince made a 
speech, desiring tliem to advise him howto 
>ursue the ends of his declaration, in call- 
ng a parliament, and restoring the rights 
and liberties of the kingdmn. This asseni- 
>ly of the commons anil citizens address'.d 
he prince to summon a convention, to nuet 
he 22nii of Jamiury, as the lord.s had done. 

28, Tlie ])rince returned an answer lo 

helord.s, that he would endeavour to seenre 

the peace of the nation, and issue liis let- 
ters f*)r assembling tlie convention, as they 
desired, and apply the revenue to the public 
uses, Ac. lie returned the same answi r 
tu the commons and citizens. 

'I he French ambassador having been 
very active to promote divisions, amongst 
the ueers, the prince ordered him todepad 
the kingfioin in twenty-four hours. 

30. The prince received the sacrament 
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at St. James's chapel, from the bishop of 
London, to remove any upprehonsions of a 
design to alter the discipline of the esta» 
blished church. The same day he issued 
a declaration, authorizing all oilicers and 
magistrates (except papists) to continue to 
act in their reaped ive offices and places, 
till the meeting of the convention. 

The prince visited the queen-dowager, 
who asked him to release her chamberlain, 
the earl of Feversham, which he granted. 

Jan. 1089. The prince of Orange issued 
his declaration, for the better collecting of 
the public revenue. 

5. An order issued by the priiice for 
the withdrawing his troops out of the cities 
and honmghs of England, at the time of 
electing the members of the convention. 

8. An order by the prince that none of 
his soldiers should quarter in any private 
house witlmut the owner’s consent. 

Tlie prince assembled the Scotch nobi- 
lity and gentry nsiding in London, and 
desired their advice fur securing their reli- 
gion and liberties: the Scots proposed 
tlie calling a convention in Scotland, to 
meet the 14th of March, and that the 
prince should lake upon him the adminis- 
tration of the government ol that kingdom 
ill the mean time. 

10. The prince t-ent a letter lo the city 
of London, to desire the loatt of 2(10, UUO/. 
which they granted, and raised in four 
days’ time, sir Samuel Dashwood suh^icrih- 
ing 60,000/. 

hi. A declaration published by the 
prince, for the payment of the seamen’s 
wages; and (mi t)n> 10th, another for the 
paynii'iit of the land forces. 

The archhish»q» and seven other bishops 
sign the assijcialiun, after some words were 
softened in it. tiiat gave them uneasine.ss. 

The dissenting ininister.N waited on the 
Ijrince, praying his protection. 

The prince Sent for the princess, to 
strengthen his claim to the crown, but she 
was retarded by tin* frost in Holland. 

King James winte a letter to tlie privy- 
cumunl, informing them of his reasons for 
tliglu ; aUo another to both houses of cuu- 
VLMjtion, which tliey rejected. 

22. The cunveiitioii being assembled at 
Westminster, the marquis of Halifax was 
chosen speaker by the upper house, and 
Henry l*o\vlt*, esq. by the lower ; after 
which a letter was presented them by the 
prince of Orange, recommending the settle- 
ment of the kingdom, the condition of the 
Irotestants in Irelaud, and, above nll,dis- 
pakh and unanimity in their resolutions. 

Oreat debates artise in the house of peers 
on the question, “ Whether, the throne 
being vacant, it ought to he filled up by a 
or a king.^* It was carried against 
a regency by 61 to 49. The lords next 


resolved, by 65 to 46, that there was an 
original contract between king and people. 

Addresses were presented to the lords, 
desiring that the prince and princess of 
Orange may be settled on the throne, 
which were discountenanced by the prince^ 
as tending to promote tumults. 

Both houses addressed the prince, and 
returned him thanks for delivering them 
from popery and arbitrary power, and his 
care in the admiiiistrutiuii of the public 
affairs, and desired him to continue it ; 
and that he would take particular care of 
Ireland. 

28. The commons resolved, “ That king 
James 11. having endeavoured to subvert 
the constitution, by breaking the original 
contract between king and people, and, by 
the advice of Jesuits and other wicked per- 
suiis, having violated the fundamental laws, 
and withdrawn himself out of the king- 
lorn, hath abdicated the government, and 
that the throne is thereby vacant.” Mr. 
Hampden carried this resolution up to the 
lord.s. 

31. A thanksgiving observed in Lou- 
don and Westminster, and the parts adja- 
cent, for the deliverance by the prince of 
Orange, and on the 14th of February all 
over the rest of England, 

Feb. 2. The lords sent back the resolu- 
tion of the commons, with amendments, 
namely, instead of the word abdicated they 
put deserted ; and omitted the words, and 
that the throne i« therebtj become vacant ; 
which occasioned long and warm altercations 
between the two houses; but at length the 
lonls agreed to the resolution without any 
amendment. They also passed a resolu- 
tion that the prince and princess of ( hange 
shall be declared king and queen of Eng- 
laml. But the commons delayed to concur 
in this hasty settlement of the crown, till 
they had conqileted a ileclaration for the 
security of the piihlic liberties. 

12. Both houses agreed that the prince 
and princess of Orange should be king and 
queen of England, but the sole uiid legal 
power should be in the piince, only the 
name of both. This re^olution com\)ieied 
the change in the monarchy, and tixed the 
new basis of this extraordinary revolution. 
King .Limes reignetl three years, nine 
months, and eleven days. 

i^SUE OF JAMES II. 

James had four sons and fimr daughters 
by his first wife, Anne Hyde, daughter of 
lord Clarendon, none of whom lived to l^e 
four years of age, except the princesses 
Mary and Anne, who were success veiy 
queens of Groat Britain, He next niaiiicd 
the prince>s of Modena, Mary d I^sie. 
daughter of Alphonso d'Kste, iluke ol AIo 
dena, on the 12th of November, 1673, by 



2G4 


BRITISFI CHRONOLOGY. 


whom he had four daughters and two tons, 
of whom only two survived infancy, namely, 
James Francis Kdward, styled the pre- 
tender, and Louisa Maria Teresa, born on 
the 18th of June, 169*2, who died at St. 
Germains in France, on the 8th of April, 
1712. 

James had the following natural issue 
by Mrs, Churchill, sister to the duke of 
Marlburoni^h : — 1. James Fitz-James, born 
in 1671, styled duke of Berwick, and who 
acquired great distinction in war. He 
commanded the French and Spaniards at 
the battle of Almanza, so fatal to the Eng- 
lish in the year 1707 ; he reduced Barce- 
lona in the year 1714 ; and lastly was made 
choice of to command the French armies 
in Germany, in the years 1733 and 1734, 
where having laid siege to Philipsburg, his 
head was taken off by a cannon-ball, as he 
stood upon the trenches to take a view of 
the enemy’s works. 

2 Henry Fitz-Jatr.es, usually styled 
grand prior, who died in France, leaving a 
daughter. 

3. Lady Henvietta, married to sir Henry 
"VValdcgrave, afterwards lord Waldegrave. 

4. Another daughter died a nun in 
France. 

5. James had a daughter by Mrs. Sed- 
ley, daughter of sir Charles Se<Uey, created 
countess of Dorchester, and married to the 
earl of Portmore. 

6. He had also by Mrs. Sedley, a 
datighter named Catharine, born in HJSl, 
and married iti 1699 to .fames, earl of An- 
glesea, by whom she had ivsuo, a datighter, 
but was separated from him by act of par- 
liament, and was afterwards married to 
Sheffield, duke of Buckingham, by whom 
she had issue, Edmund Sheflield, in 1712, 
who succeeded his father in honour and 
estate, but died before he was of age, and 
the duchess died not long after him. 

STATUTES IN TI1I.'» 

There having been btit oiu parliament 
in this reign, there were not many statute.^ 
made, besides those already mentioned; 
the chief were these that follow. 

1 Jac. IJ. cap. 8. Prohibits the impor- 
tation of gunjKjwder, arms, and n*; nsils of 
war without licence. 

Cap. 10. Impowers the justices of peace I 
to provide carriages for the king a <I couit, ; 
in their progr ss and reinovjils. 

Cap. In. Lays a duty upoi! coals, to- 
v/ards Bni'ihing the cathedral of St. Paul’s. 

(Jap. 17. Enforces and explains the laws 
for the settlement of the poor. 

Cap. 18. Enacts, that no administrator 
shall be cited to render an account of the 
personal estate of the in!»‘state, otberwbe 
than by inventory, unless at the instance of 
some f^rson in lihalf of a minor, or j f one 


having a demand out of such estate, as 
creditor or next of kin. 

PUBI.IC R EVEN UK, A.D. 1688. 

£. 

Tonnage and poundage . , 600,000 

Excise on beer and ale . • 666..'3b3 

Hearth-money • . , 245,000 

Post-office . • • • 65,000 

Wine Licenses • . , 10,000 

New duties on wine and vinegar 172,901 
Duties on tobacco and sugar , 148,801 

Duties on French linen, brandy, 
silk, &c 93,710 

£2,001,855 

James had a larger revenue than any of 
hi.s predecessors. At tbc accession of the 
Stuarts in 1(>03, tire public inc‘)me was 
about 500,000/. a year. (Sinclair, Hist. 
Rev. 202.) Eighty-six years after, when 
James II. was expelled, it appears to have 
augmented to above two millions ; the ave- 
rage annual increase being 17,441/.; and 
which may be partly a.scnbed to the depre- 
ciation in tlic value of money before ex- 
plained (p. 248). 

Under the government of the Stuarts, 
many new hrauclies of revenue were intro- 
duced. such as excisi s, the j)ost - idfice. 
monthly assessments, i^c. ; and manv old 
re.sources were either abandoned as unjiro- 
ductive. or aliobshetl, on account of ttieir 
oppression. Hence subsidies were givim 
up, and the whole fabric of feudal exac- 
tion, of wanlship, marriage, and knight's 
service, together with heneVolence.s, free 
gift.s, and compulsive loams. 

During the short reign of James II. of 
four years, there was coined in gold, 
2,113,638/. and in silver, 518,316/. ; in ail 
2,631,954/. 

COM.\lKUCE I.,VBOUHINO CI.ASSliS IMllCKS ; 

I’oeui.A TION. 

Notwithstanding the vices of political 
government under the Stuarts, Hume has 
truly remarked, that the commerce and 
richi 8 of England never in any period in- 
creasiMl .so fast, as from the restoration to 
the revolution. Tlui wars with the Didch, 
by disturbing the trade of that repiililic, 
promoted the navigation of this island ; 
and after (Iharles had ma<le a separate, 
peace with the states, his subjects enjoyed 
unmolested the trade of Europe. The con- 
tjuest of New York and the Jerseys greatly 
extended the Koglisli empire in America ; 
and the prosecution of the dissenters, 
though unjust in itself, tended greatly, by 
inducing them to seek liberty of conscience 
on the other side the Atlantic, to augment 
the population and riches of the colonies. 
Dr. Davenant atfirm.s, that the shipp'”?? 
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England more than doubled during these | 
twenty- eight years. Sir Josiah Child ob- 
serves, that in 1688, there were on the 
’Change more men worth 10,000/., than 
there were in 1650 worth 1,000/. ; that 
500/. with a daughter was, in the latter 
period, deemed a larger portion than 2000/. 
in the former ; that gentlewomen in those 
e:irlier times, thought themselves well 
clotlie<l in a serge gown, which a chamber- 
maid would, in 1688, be ashamed to be 
seen in ; and that, besides the great in- 
creiise of rich clothes, plate, jewels, and 
household furniture, coaches were in that 
time augmented a hundred-fold. 

These improvements in the condition of 
the middle onlers, were almost the exclu- 
sive results of the nation’s progress in navi- 
gation and commerce. The era of manu- 
facturing prosperity was nearly a century 
later, when by mechanical discoveries the 
foundation was laid for the growth of our 
great stajile manufactures in cotton, lim n, 
and woollen. Hut in the seventeenth cen- 
tury, several new manufactures had been 
established in the subordinate branches of ; 
industry ; as in iron, brass, silk, hats, glass, 
paper, &c. One Hrewer, leaving the Li'w 
(!ountries, brought over the art of dyeing 
woollen clotli, which was a great saving to 
the nation. The use of coal for fuel, the 
establishment of the post-office, and the 
passing in 1661, of an act fir the erection 
of turnpikes, greatly facilitated domestic 
industry. 

The great body of the people were still 
deemed of .so little Consideration, that 
hardly any details elucidat«»ry of the con- 
dition of the i.KHOL'iiiNu ci..\ssi:s can be 
found. Tho few facts we have to commu- 
nicate on the subject, have been ch:eHy 
collected by the industry of sir F. Kden in 
liis ‘ History of the Pour.’ 

In 1610, the wages .allowed by the jus- ! 
tices of one of the midland counties to 
labourers in husbandry, were from sixpence 
t ) tenpeuce a day w'ithoiit meat ; and to 
women haymakers, Iburpeiice a day with- 
out meat. In these ratings the magis- 
trates estimated that half the day’s earn- 
ings were etpii valent to diet for one day, 
wliieli is a less proportion than wouhl be 
reipiisite at present. About this period 
beef or mutton was .'1^^/. per pound. Wheat 
''as rather higher than in the middle of 
the following century. The average price 
<)1 middling wheat from 1606 to 16*25 was 
!/• 14*. 1//, per quarter; whereas the ave- 
price for the twenty years ending in 
1745, was 1/. {)9, 10//. 


the absence of many esculent plants, which 
are now cultivated in the fields, and which 
were then cither little known or exclusively 
confined to the tables of the rich. Potatoes 
at present are a general article of diet ; in 
king James’s reign they were coiisidered a 
delicacy. Tea and sugar, which now form 
regular articles of cottage economy, were 
still greater rarities. The former article 
was not imported in any considerable quan- 
tities, till after the estaolishment of a new 
East India company, with liberty to trade 
to China and Japan in 1637. In 1660 tea 
is for the first time subjected to the excise, 
together with cofiee and chocolate. It is 
singular, however, that the duty was im- 
posed on tlie liquor prepared from these 
articles, in lieu of the articles them>elves ; 
from which it may be inferred none of 
these beverages were made by private 
families, but purchased as spirits are at 
this day, ready prepared from the com- 
pounders. 

In 1633, the following prices are directed 
to be observed in London by poulterers, 
victuallers, and woodmoiigers ; the last an 
! almost obsolete cbiss of retailers in Eng- 
land, though .still common in France. 

s. <1. 

The best ]'lie.sant cock , ,60 

\ phesant henne . , , 5 (I 

The best turkey cock in the market 4 4 
A heron . • . , .26 

A bitterne . • , .26 

A duck , • , . .08 

A dozen of larks , . • 0 1C 

A snipe . , , . , 0 d 

A pewit . . . , . 0 10 

A dozen of blackbirds, fieldfares, or 

thrushes . • . .10 

The best fat goose in the market • 2 0 

Ditto at a poulterers shop • ,24 

A greeiie goose . . ,12 

A capon fat ami crammed of the 

best sort . . . ,24 

A pullet fat and crammed of the 

best sort in the market . .16 

A henne o( the best sort . ,12 

A ra\)bit of the best sort . ,08 

A d»*zeu of wild pigeons • .18 

Ditto of tame pigeons , ,06 

Three eggs • . . ,01 

A pound of the best salt butter . 0 

A ]>ouml of the best fresh butter . 0 6 

\ pound of tallow caiulles . • 0 

A sack containing four bushels of 
the best charcoal . . .12 

A sack containing four bushels of 

best largest an/I small coals ,06 
1000 of the Ix'st Kentish billets at 


While such wages and prices continued, the water side . . . lo 0 

was impossible labourers could purchase Poih’i.ation seems to have slowly iii- 
jn abundance either bread or bulchei's meat, creased during the whole ot the seven- 
Ahey sustained a further disadvantage in teenth century. At the death of Klisabeth, 
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in 1603> England and Wales are supposed 
to have contained from four to five milliuns, 
which probably rather exceeded the means 
of employment and subsistence. From the 
acts of that princess to restrain the erec> 
tion of cottages, and the severe measures 
adopted by lord Burleigh to get rid of the 
idle and unemployed, it is plain great in- 
convenience had begun to be felt from the 
excessive growth of the population. In a 
proclamation issued by Charles 1., it is in- 
timated that the metropolis was becoming 
so large that it could neither be ‘ governed 
nor fed it then contained about one- 
tenth part of its present inhabitants. The 
ravages of the plague, which were the na- 
tural consequence of the insudicient food 
and unwholesome mode of living of the 
people, checked the multiplication of their 
numbers, so that in the long interval from 
i\j£ accession of James 1. to the expulsion 


of James 11., the population increased 
little more than half a million. It con* 
tinned to increase at the same slow rate 
for iiearlv a century longer, till about 
the middle of the reign of George IJL. 
when it received such aii impulse from the 
sudden development of manufacturing in- 
dustry, that ill fifty v^ars the numbers of 
the people nearly doubled, increasing from 
7,953,000 in 1780, to 13,894,r)74 in 1831. 

The subjoined statements will elucidate 
the preceding observations, and show the 
commercial and economical relations of the 
country at the important era of the Revolu- 
tion of 1688. They are collected from the 
contemporary writers — Dr. Daveiiant, sir 
William Petty, and Gregory King, all of 
them able and (the last in particular) in- 
genious expositors of the statistics of the 
kingdom : — 


EXPOUTS AND 1MP0UT8 IN 168S. 


(^DavenanCt Horksy vol. ii. p. 270.) 




Value here. 

Value abroad. 

Exported, 


£. 

£. 

By ourselves 


3,310,000 

4,120,000 

By foreigners 

• 

. 1,000,000 

1,250,000 



£4,310,000 

£5, .370, 000 

Imported. 




By our.selves 


5,570,000 

2,870,000 

By foreigners 


1,550,000 

1,150,000 



£7,120,000 

£-J,0'.'0,000 


MERCHANT SHIPPING OP El.UOPK, IN 1690. 
(^Sir Pctttjn ICalimate.) 

England (perhaps Scotland and Ireland included) 
United Provinces, • 

France .... 
Hamburgh, Denmark, Sweden, and Dantzic 
Spain, Portuga't, Italy, Ike, 


Total of Europe 


TOPPI.ATION OP KNUI.ANI) AND WAI.ES. 

Estimate ff/ Greyory King ^founded the Returns of Inhuhited Houses assessed to the 

lieurlhdajc in 1690.) 


In London and the Bills of Mortality 

In the other cities and t* vug • • 

In the villages and hamii-ts • 

530.000 

870.000 
4,100,000 

In all 

5,-500,000 

The number of inhabited housei • 

The number of families , , 

1.300.000 

1.360.000 


In 1687, «ir W. Petty makes the number of inhabitants of Paris, 488,000 ; Amster- 
dam, 187,0u0 ; Venice, 134,000 i Rome, 125,000; Dublin, 69,000 ; Rouen, 66,000; 
Bristol, 48, 0(10. 


Tons, 

500.000 

900.000 

100.000 
250,000 
2.00,000 


. 2 , 000,000 
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Ill the Appendix to Sir John Dairy mple’s Memoirs is'the following estimate of reli- 
gious denominations in England, in William lll.’s reign: — 


Confi>rmi8t8 • 

Non-conformists 

Papists 


2,477,254 

108,676 

13,856 


This exhibits considerable change of opinion. In 1603, the number of communi- 
cants and recusants, certiOed to the privy-council, in each diocese of England, was 


Of communicants 
Of recusants , 


2,057,033 

8,465 

2,065,498 


FAMILIES AND TMElll INCOMES. 


Number of Persons and Incomes of the several Families of England^ calculated for the year 
1688, by Gregory King. — D’Avenant’s Works, vol. ii., p. 184. 


Number of 
Kumitius. 


Number of 

' Inromo per 

Total of 

1't‘lSOllS. 

Fumilv. 

lucumeM. 


160 

26 

800 

600 

3.000 

12,000 

5.000 

5.000 

2.000 
8,000 

10,000 

2,000 

8,000 

40,000 

120,000 

150,000 


')()() 

4.S6 

r.o, 

000 

364 

000 

400 

,000 

35 

,000 

819. 

,000 


Temporal lords, . 

Spiritual lords . . 

Baronets . . • 

Knights . • 

Esquires . • 

Gentlemen 

Persons in greater offices 
Persons in lesser offices 
Eminent merchants & trade 
Lesser merchants & traders 
Persons in the law 
Eminent clergymen . 
Lesser clergymen 
Freeholders of the lietter sort 
Freeholders of the lesser sort 
Farmers . • . . 

1 Persons in liberal arts and 
\ sciences 

Sh(»pkee|»ers and tradesmen. 
Artisans and handicrafts . 
Naval officers • . 

Military officers . 


('ommon seamen 
(Labouring people and out 
\ servants . , , 

Cottagers and paupers 
Common soldiers 


Vagrants ; os gipsies, thieves 
and beggars • 


2,795,000 


30,000 


3.640.000 

6.6(10,000 

6.375.000 


2,250,000 

2‘2j<0,()0() 

400,000 


34,688,800 


20 0 1,000,000 

15 0 5,460,000 

6 10 2,000,000 

14 0 490,000 


iO 10 8,950,000 


60,000 
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WILLIAM III. A.D. 1688 lo 1702. 

It would be a partial representation of the great ends of the Orange 
revolution to ascribe its accomplishment chiefly to the fears of the church 
and aristocracy. There were such obvious motives for resistance to 
the Stuart, that it is unnecessary to resort to the recondite and problema- 
tical one of insecurity in the landed possessions of the clergy and nobility, 
to account for the origin of the political confederacy by which it was 
effected. The blind and wilful course of James II. threatened the extinc- 
tion of all the nation had been struggling for, during centuries, in reli- 
gion, civil liberty, and legislation. It was a common danger, and all 
classes united to repel it. But no sooner was safety attained, than the 
ordinary results of a coalition of parties followed, and whigs, tories, and re- 
publicans — if any such existed in 1688 — resumed their former relative 
attitudes of selfish intrigue and malignant hostility. William III. was 
hardly seated on the English throne ere he found himself the king of 
rival factions rather than of a united people; and what aggravated the dis- 
tastefulness of his position, is the fact that the statesmen who hatl betrayed 
the counsels of his predecessor, and sought him as their deliverer from 
Popery and Despotism, were among the first to open treasonable communi- 
cations with the exiled prince he had supplanted. The jacobitism of the 
tory peers may admit of extenuation, but hardly any apology can be made fi>r 
the treacherous intrigues with the court of St. Germains, carried on by the 
whig revolutionists ; the carls of Shrewsbury and Marlborough, admiral 
Russell, and probably the earl of Devonshire himself, were implicated.* 

It was the double and selfish perfidy of the politicians who surrounded 
William that doubtless gave a tone to his public administration. Finding 
himself among partisans whose motives lie could not comprehend, who by 
secret conspiracy s^jught to pull down the idol they had openly erected, his 
constitutional reserve and wariness deepened into mistrust and dissimula- 
tion. In lieu of English, he sought Dutch counsels — the advice of Bcntinck, 
Ginckle, Zuylestein, D’Auvercpiercpie ; and the j)ohcy of England became 
subordinate to the policy of the stadtholdcrship of Holland. 

With the excej)tion of those among the whigs, whose motives in keeping 
up a secret correspondence with the Jacobites must have been to secure 
themselves, in case of a re-action, from the consequence of their own pro- 
ceedings, something may be said in explanation of the defective allegiance of 
the other revolutionists. Although the lories joined in the. invitation to the 
prince of Orange, they must have been shocked at such a signal departure 
from their favourite principle of hereditary right ; and wlien tlieir protestant 
fears had subsided, they seem to have had compunctious visitings of the 
injustice done by the perpetu 1 exclusion of James and his infant son from 
the throne of their ancestors, Tn Scotland, the whigs alone favoured the 
exaltation of William ; and in Ireland, the majority being catholics, both 
parliament and people openly adhered to (he banished prince. As lo the 
NON-JURORS in England, they were swayed by theological considerations. 
According to them, the rights of princes are divine and indefeasible ; re- 
bellion always a sin, and obedience to ‘ the higher powers* an uncliangc- 
able obligation which neither time, place, nor circumstance can loosen. The 
press groaned with pamphlets on these controversial topics, which have 

* Miicintosh, Hist, of Rev, of 1688, p- 577 ; Hal. Const. Hist, iii., 167. 
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now become as void of interest as the sophistical wranglings of the school- 
men. William was a tranquil, but not disinterested spectator of the 
polemical warfare of Drs. Sherlock, Tillotson, Burnet, Sancroft, and the other 
rival prelates who strove in the conflict. Himself a calvinist, he sought 
universal toleration; but his political authority was weakened by efforts to 
establish liberty of conscience : for though he conciliated the dissenters, this 
advantage was more than neutralized by alienating the regards of the 
more powerful party of the episcopal church. 

1 he foreign policy of the country is a prominent feature in the history 
of William III. Of the thirteen years of his reign, nearly ten were years 
of war. He aspired to the distinction of being head of the protestant in- 
terest, and acting as umpire of all national contests ; so that a cannon 
might not be fired in Europe without his permission. In furtherance of 
these ambitious aspirations, he was unscrupulous as to the means he em- 
ployed : parliament was bribed ; the morals of the people corrupted ; and 
the pernicious exjiedicnt introduced, of borrowing on remote funds, by 
which was engendered a swarm of loan contractors, speculators, and stock- 
jobbers, whose chief harvest is a nation’s difficulties. It is to this monarch 
we owe the practice of issuing exchequer- bills, of raising money by lot- 
teries, the stamp-duties, the multiplication of the excise laws, and most of 
those other financial contrivances by which posterity has been burtbened, 
and wars of folly and despotism supported. 

The ostensible olijcct of tlic continental alliances of William, was to 
curb the restless ambition of Louis XIV. Unless, how-ever, William by 
the war in the Netherlands, diverted France from tlie invasion of Englaiuf, 
Ik; (Iocs not ajipcar to have reaped any other advantage in his contest witli 
the French monarch. After the long, bloody, and exhausting war, termi- 
nated by the peace of Ryswick, France was left as powerful as ever for 
aggressive cncnjachnicnt. Neither was the king consistent in his endea- 
vours to clfect the humiliation of his Gallican opponent. The objects 
('inbraccil by the treaties for the ])artition of the Spanisli monarchy, were 
tlic reverse of those he songlit to accomplish hy the preceding war, and 
tended to the aggrandizement of France. It was the secrecy with which 
the king concluded the partition treaties, without communicating them 
to any of his English ministers, except the car! of Jersey, combined with 
the unsatisfactory results of the French war, that disgusted the nation with 
bis-forcign connexions. The overthrow' of the Whig ministry follow ed, and 
the impeachment of Somers, Portland, Halifax, and Orford. Dealli soon 
after removed William from the scene, leaving to his successor the costly 
conceit of tlie Grand Alliance, formed for the maintenance of the diplo- 
matic chimera of a balance of power in Europe, by preventing ibc consoli- 
dation of the French and S)mnish monarchies in the Bom bon fainilv. 

William W'as undoubtedly an illustrious prince, possessing coiirag(?, 

( lurgy, fortitude; and though not generally successfid in war, a superior 
military commander. A demeanour more free, bland, and gracious, was 
uU that was wanting to have made him as amiable as he was heroic and 
magnanimous. He was the last king of England, wlio has displayed 
winning abilities for the government of mankind, either in the capacity of 
a soldier or statesman. Under him the constitution assumed a new asjicct. 
I’hough parliament did not deviate further from the line of succession 
f'lnin necessary to reach a protestant head, yet the prince of Orange 
asicended the throne as an elective monarch with limited prerogatives. Be- 
y^>nd this, the constitutional changes of the revolution did not e> tend. There 
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was no interference with the veto of the king in legislation, or his power 
over the sittings and duration of parliament ; nor with the constitution of 
the peerage, the house of commons, or municipal corporations. Still the 
power lost by the crown, and which parliament acquired, was productive of 
great practical improvements in the government, as the subjoined enumera- 
tion of the changes introduced in king William’s reign will establish. 

First, The commons acquired the complete power of the purse, which 
IS usually considered paramount to all other authority. Prior to the Re- 
volution, the whole sup])ly for the public service was placed at the dis- 
posal of the sovereign ; but it was now resolved that a definite sum should 
be set apart for the maintenance of the king and his government, or what 
is ngw called the civil-list, the rest for the public defence and contingent 
expenditure. Estimates of the charges of the army, navy, and ordnance 
were to be annually submitted to parliament ; and the sums voted for 
these and other branches of service were limited to the specific objects to 
wdiich they were appropriated. The annual appropriation of the supplies 
by the commons admitted them into co-parcenary with the executive, and 
enabled them once a year at least to put an estoppel on its proceecflngs. 
This would have been a guarantee against bad government had the com- 
mons themselves been made responsible to an intelligent and adequate 
constituency. 

II. The censorship of the press was suffered to expire without renewal. 
So that the liberty of the press w'as so far established that no restraint was 
imposed prior to the publication of literary works. 

ill. An approach was made to religious toleration, by exempting dis- 
senters from penalty for non-attendance at the established places of wor- 
ship, and protecting their meeting-houses from insult. The bigotry of the 
age would not admit a more comprehensive scheme ; and even these indul- 
gences were denied to i)apists and Unitarians. 

IV. Parliaments were made triennial. 

V. The number of placemen in the house of commons was reduced, by 
the exclusion of the commissioners of stamps and excise. Pensioners, 
and all civil and military officers, were excluded by the Act of Settlement ; 
but this provision was relaxed in the next reign. 

VI. The judges were so far made independent, that they were secured 
in their offices during good behaviour, and not removable at the pleasure 
of the crown. They were still, however, left exposed to the seductive in- 
fluence of promotion. 

Lastly, An approach w'as made to the establishment of a definite minis- 
terial responsibility. According to the Act of Settlement, members of 
the privy-council were required to subscribe their names to measures to 
which they had consented and advised. T^iis, like some other constitutional 
securities, was abrogated in the reign of Anne, but it gave rise to the 
CABINET in a more definite form, as a portion of the privy -council respon- 
sible (if any be) for the measu.cs of the administration. 

The changes effected in the constitution by these measures were so 
^eat that it may be justly remarked tbut since the accession of king Wil- 
liam, foreigners have been accustomed to look to parliament, not to the 
executive, for the principles and conduct of the government. 



WILLIAM III. AD. 1689. 


271 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


r689. Feb. 12, The princess of Orange 
arrived at Whitehall from Holland. 

13. Both houses attended the prince 
and princess of Orange with a declaration, 
asserting the rights and liberties of the 
people. The substance of this important 
constiiutioual declaration, which some 
months after became a statute of the realm, 
was as tbllows : — That the pretended power 
of suspending laws, or the execution of 
laws, by regal authority, without the con- 
sent of parliament, is illegal. That levying 
money for the use of the crown by pre- 
tence of preroga’ive, without grant of par- 
liament, tor longer time, or in other manner 
than the same is or shall* be granted, is 
illegal. That it is the right of the subject 
to petition the king, and all commitments 
and pio'-ecutions fur such petitioning are 
illegal. That' the raising or keeping 
a standing army within tlie kingdom in 
time of peace, without the consent of par- 
hament. is against law. That subjects who 
are protrstants may have arms fur their 
defence suitable tti their comlition, and as 
allowed by law. That electiun.s of mem- 
h 'VS (d’ parti ament ought to be free. That 
tile freedom tjf speech and debate, and 
procei dings in parliament, ought not to Ini 
impeached or <pie>tioned in any court or 
place out of parliament, 'rhat excessive 
bail ought not to be nipiiied, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punish- 
ments inllicted. That jtuors ought to lie 
duly empaiiiudled and returneil, and jurors 
who p;iss upon men iu iiigh-treason ought 
to be freelnddeis. Tliat all grants and 
promises of fines and forfeitures of parti- 
cular peisons before coiivic'ion are illegal. ’; 
And for redrc.ss of grievances ami amend- j 
ment of the laws, parliaments ought to be 
IioIjI fretpuMitly. 

The prince refus»*d the crown, unless the 
power, as well as the name of king, was 
confeniMl upon him; insisting that the 
princess should have no .share in the go- 
verninent ; .ami if parliament would not i 
yield to this, he threatened to return to 
Holland, which silenced his opposers in 
the debates concerning the abdication. 
Evelyn sa}g (Diary, vol. ii., p. 1), that the 
bishops were for making the prince regent 
to “ salve their oaiket,'^ 

Tl»e prince and princess were pro- 
claimed king and queen wiih the usual so- 
lemnity. 

14. The Privy Council to consist of the 
prince of Denmark, the archbishop of 
Canterbury, the duke of Norfolk (earl- 
roarshal), the marquisses of Halifax (privy- 
seal) and Winchester, earls of Dauby (pre- 
sident of the council), Lindsey (lord-chiim- 


berlain), Devonshire (lord-stcwarU), 
set (lord-chamberlain), Oxford and Shrews- 
bury (secretaries of state) ; the earls of Bed- 
ford, Bath, Macclesfield, and Nottingham; 
the viscounts Fauconberg, ^ordaunt, New- 
port, Lumley ; the lords Wharton, Monta- 
gue, Delamere, Churchill *, Messrs. Bentinck, 
Sidney, Powle, Russell, Hampden, and 
Boscawen ; sir Robert Howard, sir Henry 
Capel. Sir John Holt was appointed lord- 
chief-justice of the king’s bench ; sir Henry 
Pollexfen, of the comm«)n-pleas; and twelve 
able judges were chosen. D’Auverquen|ue 
was made master of the horse ; Zuylestein, 
.of the robes ; and Schomberg, of the ord- 
nance : the treasury, admiralty, and chan- 
cery were put in commission. The Revolu- 
tion had been effected by the co-operation 
of whigs and tories • but, according to 
Burnet, the whigs were a majority both in 
council and the chief offices. 

A proclamation issued for continuing all 
inferior and civil officers in their respective 
offices and places. 

16. All order of council for altering the 
prayers for the royal family. 

18. Willism made a speech to both 
houses, recommending dispatch in settling 
the affairs of the kingdom, particularly in 
providing for Ireland. 

! Warm debates on the bill for turning the 
convention into a parliament, there having 
been no writs issued for as'^embling the 
meniliers, and when the act passed, several 
members withdmw into the country. 

27. Admiral Herbtrt was sent with 30 
iiien-of-war to cruise on the Irish coast. 

The commons voted a temporary aid of 
420,000/., to be levied by monthly assess- 
ments. 

March 1. William sent a message to 
the commons, desiring them to take off' the 
duty of hearth-money, >vhich was looketl 
upon as a popular act. Every hearth or 
chimney paid 2«. per annum. Being the day 
apixiinted for taking the oaths of allegiance 
and supivmacy, several members of both 
houses refuseii, and acquired the name 
of NON-juuoiis. Among them were the 
primate Sancroft, and eight other bishops ; 
namely, Turner of Ely ; Lake of Cdiiches- 
ter ; Ken of Bath and Wells; White of 
Peterborvmgh ; Lloyd of Norwich ; Tho- 
mas of WVircester ; and Frampton of Glou- 
cester. The five first were of the number 
of the seven bishops sent to the Tower by 
James II., for refusing to promulgate the 
declaration of indulgence. The example 
of the bishops was followed by many of 
the inferior clergv'. who w'ere deprived ot 
their benefices. The oaths were also re- 
fused by the duke of Newcastle, the earls 
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of Clarendon, Licit field, Exeter, Yar- 
mouth, and Stafford, with the lords Grifiin 
and Stawell. The (trinciple of this non- 
juration was the hi^h Tory doctrine of the 
divine indefeasible ri^^ht of sovoreijjjus with- 
out settlement or limitation. 

5. The king having acquainted jiatlia- 
meut that James 11. had sailed from Brest 
with a body of French troops, in order to 
land ill Ireland, both houses agreed on an 
address, that they would stand by king 
William with their lives and fortunes, in 
supporting his alliances abroad, in r-educing 
Ireland, and in defence of the protestant 
'religion. 

y. Gilbert Burnet elected bishop of Sa- 
rum. Primate Saiicroft refused to conse- 
crate Burnet, but granted a commission to 
four suffragan bishops to exercise his me- 
tropolitan authority. 

12. King James landed at Kingsale in ! 
Ireland. The earl of Tyrcoiinel had col- | 
lected 30,000 foot and 8000 horse to join \ 
James on his arrival. ! 

The royal Scotch regiment of horse, I 
quartered at Abingdon, and great jiart of ! 
Dunbarlun's regiment, declared for king j 
Janies, and marched for Scotland, but were 
overtaken and re<luct*d by the Dutch troops 
under general Ginckle. This incident gave 
rise to a bill, now become annual, for 
punishing mutiny and desertion, forming 
the military code of the army. 

14. A letter from William, to the conven- 
tion of Scotland, was read in (hat assembly. 

IG. The Habeas Cokpls Act bus|»ended 
for the first time, A new settlement of 
the revenue made, and a distinction made 
between the ordinary and extraordiu iiy 
revenue: G00,000/. was voted for a civil- i 
list, leaving all the reiiMiiiing supplies to 
be voted upon estimate, and appropriated 
to specific services, apj)roved by parlia- 
ment. An act for aniuiiling the attainder 
of the late lord Russell, receive<I the royal 
assent. After which William made a 
speech, and intimated his desire that the 
dissenters might be admitted into places of 
trust and profit, and that new oaths might 
be framed fur their satisfaction ; but the 
houses rejected the proposal. 

Sheriffs and lord- lieutenants of the 
counties appointed. 

yipri/ 11. The coronation oath being .al- 
tered for the occasion, William am Mary 
were crowned at Westminster by tlu oi^hop 
of London. The ceremony was p- rforrned 
the same day at Kdiiiburgli. 

16. A medal of gold, of three pounds’ 
value, was given to every member of the 
commons. 

18. Lord Chancellor Jeffrey died in the 
Tower, and was buried there. 

1 9. The toleration act passed for the rc- 

li«f of the dissenters. 


26. The commons addressed his majesty 
to declare war against France, and promised 
to stand by him. 

29. King James met the parliament of 
Ireland at Dublin. 

May 11. The deputies from the conveiv- 
tion of Scotland made a formal offer of 
that crown to William and Mary at the 
Biinqueting-house. 

12. An alliance against France between 
the Emperor, king William, and the 
States-general concluded at Vienna. 

15. Bishop Burnet publishes his pas- 
toral letter, making William and Mary to 
have a right to the crown by conquest. 

The late judges were called to an ac- 
count by the lunls, for giving judgmen* 
against the earl of Devonshire for assault- 
ing colonel Cdlpepper in the presence- 
chamber, and setting a fine of 30,000/. 
upon him, and coinmitiing him to the 
kmg's-betich for non payment, for which 
they begged pardon ; and the peeis re- 
solved that the fine was exorbitant, and 
that a peer cannot be committed for non- 
payment of a fine to the king. 

26. Viscount Dundee kilted in an en- 
gagement with general Mackay ; after 
which the interest of James declined in 
Scotland. 

31. A bill brought in for reversing the 
judgments against Titus Oates for perjury, 
hut it would not pass ; however William 
paivdoned Oates, and settled a pension of 
300/. per annum upon him, which he and 
h’s wife enjoyed as long as they lived, 
which was many years alter, 

June 14. Fourscore clergymen and uj>- 
wards came in a body to \l e.st minster-hall, 
to take the oaths to king VViliiam. 

18. James coined brass money in Ire- 
land, and set the value of silver upon it, 
and issued a proclamation, prohibiting any 
from giving more than 1/. 18#. for a 
guinea. 

July 20. The Irish parliament passed an 
act of attainder against all protestants who 
hail assisted William. Three thousand 
p^destants were attainted, amongst whom 
were two archliishops, one duke, seventeen 
earls, eighteen barons, ami eighty-ihrce 
clergymen ; all of whom were declared 
punishable by death and fotfeiture. Hv 
anoiher act, the Irish parliament declared 
itself independent of that of England. 

22. An act lor abolishing episcopacy in 
Scotland, received the royal assent. 

Z 1. The princess Aune was delivered of 
a son, christened William, and afterw.irds 
created duke of Gloucester. 

25. The royal assent given to an act for 
an additional duty of excise upon beer and 
ale, and to an act to vest in the two uni- 
versities the presentation of beueficcs be- 
hiiiging to papists. 
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SO. Kirk threw relief into Londonderryi 
the town bein|^ reduced into a starving 
condition, and -bravely defended by Dr. 
Walker, fur above three months after the 
governor Liindee had deserted that com 
liiiiud. 

16. An address of the lords for 
paying the servants of Charles II. the 
arrears of their wages. 

20. An act for payment »if the State! 
the charges of the prince of Orange's ex- 
prdition to dethrone his father-in-l.uv, 
amounting to 600,000/. 

28. An alliance uilensive and defensive 
with the States. 

A cointnission granted to ten bishops, 
and the same iiitinher of digitiiaries, an* 
thori/.ing them to make soph alterations of 
the liturgy and canons, and such reforma- 
tion, as might conduce to the unity of the 
chuicii, by conciliating the protestant dis- 
senters. 

Oct. 13. The non-jiiring bishops sus- 
pended. 

19. Parliament met, and the king pro- 
posed an act of indemnity. A committee 
of the commons being about to impure who 
Were the persons who advised the judicial 
jhurder of lord Kussell and Sydney, the 
tuiy inanpiis of Halifax thou,:ht it expe- 
dient to withdraw from public life. 

21. William accepted his freedom in the 
gi'fxers’ company, 

26. Tlie earls of Peterborough and 
Salisbury vote<l to lie im|>eaehed of high- 
tieaxon, by tlie commons, for departing 
from their allegiance, and being reconciled 
to the cliurch of Rome; also that sir Kd- 
ward Hales and Obadiah Walker be com- 
mitted TO the Tower. 

N»v. 2. The commons voted a supply of 
2,0t)0,l)00/., to he raised by a lund-tajf of 
tl.ruo shillings in the pound, and other ad- 
ditional duties on tea, colfee, and chocolate. 

6. The commons re.soive*! cn an address 
to the king, for a proclamation for appre- 
lu uding general Ludlow, one of the regi- 
cides, and a proclamation was issued ac- 
cordingly on the 14th, but he had returned 
to Holland first, with the Dutch urn- 
bassador, 

21 An order of the lord-mayor, offering ' 
600 /. for the discovery of the person who 
defaced king William's pictme in guildhall. 

The convocation met, with a view of the 
settlement of the church. 

An act to erect courts of conscience in 
Rristol, Gloucester, and Newcastle. 

Great complaints were made against the 
toininissioners employed in victualling the 
navy, who had furnished unwholesome 
had occaNioiied a mortality in 
the tioet. Mr. John Shales was displaced 
purveyor-general of the army, and the 
uig recommended that commissioners be 


sent over to Ireland to take care of the 
provisions. 

Dec. 16. The declaration of rights, pre- 
sented to the king on his accession, passed 
into an act of parliament, called the Bini. 
of Rights ; and the succession to the 
crown settled, to the exclusion of papists. 

18. The commons addressed the king to 
make a provision of 50,000/. per annum 
for the prince and princess of Denmark. 
The promoting this address occasioned 
such a misunderstanding between the queen 
and princess, that the queen would have 
no correspondence with her afterwards. 

1690. Jan. 27. Parliament prorogued ; 
in his speech, the king informed the house 
he designed again to venture his person, 
in the spring, in Ireland. 

The gentlemen of Kngland were greatly 
distressed about this time by paying three 
shillings in the pound land-tax, and a poll- 
tax, scarce any of them knowing how to 
retrench their expenses, the taxes of all 
kinds lessened their revenues so :,onii- 
derably. 

Feb. 0. A proclamation fur dissolving the 
parliament. 

20. A fast appointed for the success of 
[he forces in Ireland, o^the 12th of M irch, 
and afterwards on the third Wednesday in 
every month. 

^fnrch 14. The count de Lauzun lands 
in Ireland with 5000 French troops, 

19. The king sent a squadron, under ad- 
miral Russell, to convoy the king of Spain's 
bride, sister to the queen of Portugal, from 
Holland to Ihe Groyne. 

20. The second parliament of this reign 
met, when the king made a speech to both 
houses, acquainted them that he intended 
going to Ireland, and desired their assist- 
ance in that war, and the settlcMiieiit of his 
revenue, which he proposed to anticipate 
and ftorrow nwney upon. The whigs Jiad 
lessened their popularity by their vindictive 
neasures ; and in the new parliament, the 
torifs obtained a majority. William’s con- 
Hdence was also lessened by their restric- 

ions of his prerogatives. 

The earl of Marlborough was sent with 
10,000 men to join the Dutch army in Ger- 
nany, which he effected, 

April 1. The commons granted a supply 
)f 2,200,000/. Wtxvecn that time till Mi- 
.haelnvas, of which 200,000/. was raised 
>y a j)oll, and a million by a credit in the 
•eveniie bills. 

May 20. An act for reversing the judg- 
ment iu a yMO warranto against the city of 
London, and for restoring that city to its 
incieut rights and privileges. Anoiht r act 
or encouraging the manufacture ol white 
>»per. 

30, A proclnmaliou for apprehending 
icveral Lancashire gentlemen, 4 others. 
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who were charged to have received com- 
missions from James 11., and conspired to 
make an insurrection in his favour. 

June 1 1 . William embarked at Highlake, 
for Ireland, and arrived at Carnckfergus 
the 1 4th instant, being attended by prince 
George of Denmark, the duke of Ormond, 
the earls of Oxford, Manchester) and Scar- 
borough, Mr. Boyle, and several other per- 
sons of quality : the same evening went 
to Belfast, where he was met by the duke 
of Schomberg, the prince of Wirtemberir, 
major-general Kirk, and other general 
officers. 

16. King James set out from Dublin, 
for the army. 

17. Queen Mary published a proclama- 
tion for all papists to depart ten miles 
from London and Westminster, and an- 
other to confine them within five miles of 
their dwellings. 

22. William reviewed his army, amount- 
ing to 36,000 men. 

30. As the king was viewing the posture 
of the enemy, who lay encamped on the 
other side of the Boyne, he received a 
slight hurt on the shoulder, bv a shot from 
a tield-piece. They killed a man and two 
horses close by hi^ side. The duke of 
Schomberg was offended at the council 
when the order of buttle was formed, and 
retired to his tent, where it was sent him. 
On the eve of the battle, William rode 
through the camp by torch-light. He or- 
dered his meu to wear green boughs in their 
hats, as James’s wore white pa^er in theirs. 

The French defeated the Bngliih and 
Dutch fleets, cominandud by the ea;! of 
Torrington, off Beachy. In the action, the 
English lost two ships, two of their caj^ 
tains, and about 400 men. The Dutch lost 
two admirals, with a great nurabei of men, 
and were obliged to sink several of their 
ships, to prevent them falling into the 
enemy’s hands. Both admirals were blamed ; 
ours for not fighting, and the French for 
not pursuing the victory. 

Jw/y 1. Battlp. op thb Boynb. — It was 
fought on the banks of the Boyne, between 
king William and his father-in-law, king 
James. The Irish foot would not stand 
a charge, and William easily won a deci- 
sive victory. However, the French and 
Swiss made au orderly retreat, chivfly from 
William having omitted to secure t w pass 
of Duleek, and James retired to DuhUn ; 
and, having obs«rve<l thcfe was no depen- 
dence upon the Irish troops in their own 
country, he embarked at Waterford for 
France. In this battle, duke Schomberg 
was killed by an accidental shot — at it was 
thought — from his own men, the bullet en- 
tering at his neck. Dr. Walker, who de- 
fended Londonderry so bravely, was also 
killed in this engagement. The loes on the 


side of James was 1500, among whom 
were the lords Dongan and Carlingford, 
sir Neil O’Neil, and the marquis d’Hoc- 
qu incourt. Many prisoners were taken, the 
chief of whom was lieutenant-general Ha- 
milton. James stood upon the hill of Dunore, 
an inactive spectator of the whole battle. 

The young Schomberg behaved with 
gallantry, and revenged the death of his 
father, who was aged S2 years. The Eng- 
lish lost 500 men ; William himself was 
near sharing the same fate us Schomberg, 
a cannon ball having carried away part of 
his boot, and broke a horse’s leg close by 
him. All writers concur in giving William 
the highest praise for the conduct, courage, 
resolution, and presence of mind he dis- 
played throughout the action. 

4. James had no sooner left Dublin than 
the' papists abandoned the city, which the 
protestants assumed the government of. 
William issued a proclamation to pardon 
all the common people who would return to 
their abodes by the 1st of August, and de- 
liver up their arms to justices appointed. 

The same day the French, commanded 
by marshal Luxemburgh, defeated the 
Dutch, commanded by prince Waldeck, in 
the plains of Fleury, in Flanders, w'hich 
was occasioned by the cowardice of the 
Dutch horse, who abandoned their foot 
at the first charge ; but never infantry 
made a braver retreat than the foot did, 
after the horse had forsaken them. 

Drogheda surrendered to king William. 

King William became possessed of all 
the papers of James, by which he discover- 
ed a design had been formed against his 
life by one Jones; but upon William un- 
dertaking the expedition, it was dropped. 

A proclamation issued in England to ap- 
prehend several noblemen, gentlemen, and 
a military officer, on suspicion of disafier* 
tion, and for maintaining a correspondenre 
with the enemy. 

19. A proclamation to postpone the 
assizes, on account of a menaced invasion 
of the F rench. 

22. The French landed some troops in 
Torbay, and burnt Tinmouth. 

2.5. W^aterford sunendered to William, 
before it was formally besieged. 

27. The king left the camp at Garrick, 
and went to Dublin, in order to embark tor 
England, but found letters informing him 
that everything in England was quiet, upon 
which he resolved to stay and reduce the 
Jttcobite party. 

jiug. 3. William laid siege to Limerick. 

9. Admiral Torrington removed Ironi 
his command, and confined in the Tower « 
and sir Richard Hadilock, Henry KiHi 
grew, eiq., and John Ashby were made joint 
admirals of the fleet , 

26, At the siege of Limerick, u breuc 



WILLIAM 111. A.D. 1691. 


275 


I'^elve yanU wide being made, the king 
detached Mona, de la Barthe, a brave pro- 
testant othcer, with nine companies of 
grenadiers, to begin the attack; they 
mounted the breach, but were repulsed, 
after an obstinate dispute of four hours, 
when the king lost 1 200 men. 

30. William forced to raise the siege of 
Limerick. 

Sept. 5. William and prince George em- 
barked for England, and on the 10th innt. 
arrived at Kensington. The king left the 
govei ament to lord Sidney and Thomas 
tJonningsby, esq., as lords-justices of Ire- 
land, and the command of the army to count 
Solmes. 

9. The king receives addresses from all 
parts of the kingdom upon his victory of 
the Boyne. 

‘21. The earl of Marlborough arrived 
with a strong squadron before Cork, and 
being joined by the duke of Wirteinberg, 
laid siege to the town, which surrendered 
upon articles, the ‘28th. The duke of Graf- 
ton, being a volunteer at this siege, as he 
was leading an attack, was mortally 
woundeil. 

Oct. 1. A proclamation issued for observ- 
ing the I9th instant as day of thanksgiving 
III England, for the successes in Ireland ; 
and particular prayers were appointed to 
be used on that day, and on ‘very Wed- 
nesday and Friday during the war with 
France. 

2. Parliament met, and William made a 
speech to Iwth houses, desiring further 
supplies, and acquainted them that the rea- 
son Ireland was not yet quite reduced, was 
because the supplies were not given in 
time last year to answer the desired pur{>ose. 

9. The commons voted an army of 
<)9.00U men, and a supply of four millions 
and upwards. 

28. The earl of Marll)orough returned 
with his prisoners to England, and arriving 
at Kensington, was received by their nia- | 
jesties with great reairect. 

Nov. 8. Belgrade retaken by the Turks. 

14. Captain Campbell, brother to the 
earl of Argyle, by the assistance of sir John 
Johnston, seized and forcibly married Miss 
Wharton, a rich heiress of thirteen years of 
‘^ge, lor which sir John Johnston was after- 
wards hanged ; and an act of parliament 
passed for making void the marriage be- 
tween Campbell and Miss Wharton. 

/Jec. 19. Admiral Torrington tried on 
hoard the Aip/t/for cowardice and treachery, 
and acquitted ; but the king took his com- 
mission from him the next day. 
u^^*^** The king went over to 

Holland, attended by the dukes of Norfolk 
and Ormond, the earls of Devonshire, Dor- 
« - ^.wox, Nottingham, Scarborough, and 
" «ikirk, the bishop of London, and many 


other persons of quality; and on the 21st. 
arrived at the Hague. 

Royal CoNaRBss.-— At a congress of the 
princes of Germany and the Imperial, Eng- 
lish, Italian, Spanish, and Dutch ministers, 
a declaration was drawn up, wherein they 
solemnly protested before God, that their 
intentions were, — 1. Never to make peace 
with Lewis XIV. until he had made his re- 
paration to the Holy See, and annulled all 
his infamous proceedings against Inno- 
cent XII. 2. Nor until he had restored to 
each party all he had taken since the ;)eace 
of Munster. 3. Nor till he had restored to 
the proteslants of France all their posses- 
sions and goods, and an entire liberty of 
conscience. 4. Nor till the estates of the 
kingdom of France be established in their 
ancient liberties, so that the clergy, the no- 
bility, and the third estate may enjoy their 
ancient and lawful privileges. 5. Nor till 
their kings for the future shall be obliged 
to call together the said estates, when they 
desire any supply, without which they 
should not raise any money, on any pre- 
tence whatsoever ; and till the parliaments 
of that kingdom, and all other his subjects 
were restoretl to their just rights, &c. And 
the confederates invited the subjects of 
France to join with them in this undertak- 
ing, for restoring them to their rights and 
liberties ; threatening ruin and devastation 
to those that refused. 

Trials for Treason .—Sir Richard Gra- 
ham, viscount Preston, John Ashton, and 
Edmund Elliot, gents., were arraigned at the 
Old Bailey for high-treason, for that on the 
29th of December last, they con8piri.d to 
raise a rebellion against the king, and to 
procure the French to invade this kingdom. 
They were all taken on the 3 1st of December, 
near Gravesend, in a smack they had hired 
to carry them to France, the government 
being apprized of the design. 

17. Lord Preston tried and convicted; 
and on the 19th, Mr. Ashton was convict 
ed. Mr. Ashton was hanged at Tyburn, the 
28th instant, but not quartered ; lord Pres- 
ton, on promising to make further discover- 
ies, was pardoned. Klliot was never put 
to trial, either because there was not suffi- 
cient evidence against him, or that he had 
discovered the design to the government. 
The circumstance which cast Mr. Ashton 
was his taking up the packet which loid 
Preston had dropped, and concealing it in 
his bosom, in which were treasonable papers 
and letters ; though Mr. Ashton knew no- 
thing of the contents of those letters, as he 
insisted on his trial, he was going over as 
a passenger, and knew nothing of lord 
Preston's design ; but imagunng there 
might be something in the packet thsi 
might affect lord Preston, his friend, he en- 
deavoured to conceal it. 

T2 
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18. On the king’s arrival on the coast 
oil Goree, it being ibggy, and he four miles 
from the shore, he took a boat in order to 
land ; they lost sight of both ships and 
shore, and were exposed to the danger of 
the sea for eighteen hours, and were near 
perishing, the sea being so rough. William 
landed next day at Aranien Uaak, and a 
few miles from thence was met by the de- 
puties of the States, who conducted him to 
the Hague. 

26. The king made his triumphal entry 
at the Hague ; was complimented and 
congratulated on his narrow escape. lie 
took his seat as stadtholder in the assembly 
of the States. 

Feb. 1. Bancroft and the other non-jur- 
ing bishops deprived. 

March 12. William set out from the 
Hague for the Netherlands. 

The great congress broke up the begin- 
ning of March, when the French king had 
then advanced to Mons, with an army of 

80,000 men, with the Dauphin, the dukes 
of Orleans and Chartres. William hearing 
of the advance of the French, ordered 
prince Wahleck to Halle, which was ap 
pointed the general rendezvous. The king 
followed, March 27th, and formed an army 
of r^OjOOO men. 

April\6. Mons surrendered to the French ; 
whereupon W’^illiam returned to the Hague, 
and from thence came to England, where 
he arrived on the 13th instant. 

Great part of Whitehall was this month 
consumed by fire, occasioned by the careless- 
ness of a female servant. It destroyed most of 
the rooms, according to Evelyn’s account, 
formerly occupied byCharles Il.’s mistresses. 

May 1. William set out for Holiaud, 
and arrived at the Hague on the 3rd inst. 

31. Dr. John Tillotson, dean of St. 
Paul’s, consecrateil archbishop of Canter- ! 
bury, and succeeded by Dr. Sherlock, master . 
of the Temple, in the deanery. 

General Gmckle invested the town of 
Baltimore, and after six days* siege, it sur- 
rendered ; 780 prisoners were taken, and 
near 300 Rapparees, or Irish freebooters, | 
who had mixed themselves with James’s 
forces to wait the fortune of the wi^r. 

July 9. Queen Maij sent a letter to the 
justices of Middlesex, mr promoting the re- 
formation of manners. 

12. Cardinal Pignatelli elected j'ope ; 
takes upon him the name of Innocent XII. 

22. Battle of Aguhrim fought in Ireland, 
where St. Ruth, the French general, being 
killed in the beginning of the action, the 
Irish wera defeated, and general Ginckle 
obtained a complete victory. There were j 
7000 of the Irish killed on the spot, while 
the English had only 000 killed and 960 
woanded'The Irish took shelter in Limerick. 
Aug. 14. Earl Tyreonneh who had been 


devoted to popery and the Stuarts, died at 
Limerick, having survived partly his au- 
thority and reputation. 

19. The imperialists under the command 
of prince Lewis of Baden, defeated the 
Turks at Saluiikemen, and Cupergli, the 
grand vizier, was killed in the action. 

A gn^at mortality raged at York, where 

11.000 persons died. 

Sepf, 3. The lord Dartmouth sent to the 
Tower, being suspected of a currespoudenco 
with James. He died there soon after, of 
ajK)plexy. 

The French over-rau Savoy, and laid 
siege to Coni, which was raised at the ap- 
proach of prince Eugene with 8000 men ; 
the French left behind most of their can- 
non, stores, &c. 

Admiral lius-sell and sir Cloude.sley Shovel 
were sent to cruise off' Brest, to intercept 
the French fleet commanded by Tourville. 
These fleets took several vessels, but Russel 
at last was overtaken by a storm, on Sep- 
tember 2nd, and obliged to put into Ply- 
moiuh, where the Warwick and Coronation 
were both lost in coming to an anchor. 
The nation complained aloud of Russel’s 
mismanagement, and the commons then 
examined into his orders, by which he was 
acquitted. 

Oct. 3. Treaty or Limsricx. — The city 
of Limerick surrendered to Ginckle, with 
the castles of Russ and Clare, and all other 
places and castles that were in posse.ssioii 
of the Irish, which put an end to the war 
ill Ireland. The articles of this surrender, 
which were ratified by the lurds-justices, 
are famous in Irish history. By them a 
general indemnity is conceded to the Irish, 
and they are reinstated in all the privileges 
of subjects, on condition of taking the oath 
of allegiance only, without the oath of supre- 
macy. They were also restored to the same 
liberty, in the exercise of religion, as they 
enjoyed in Charles II.'s reign. Ginckle 
received the thanks of parliament for his 
services ; was created earl of Athlone, with 
a hereditary pension. 

19. William arrived at Kensington from 
Holland. 

22. Parliament met, and the king de- 
sired supplies, and told them there was a 
necessity of keeping in pay an army of 

65.000 men, and a good fleet at sea. 

N(jv, 26. A thanksgiving observed for 

his maiesty’s safe return, uiul reduction of 
IrelatiJ, whereby he was established in the 
full possession of the three kingdoms. 

1692. Jan, 7, The philosophical Robert 
Boyle, esq., died. He left a sum of money 
for a monthly sermon against atheism, now 
called “ Boyle’s Lecture.** 

The East India company and some pri' 
vate merchants had a contest, which was 
referred to the house of conamonf) who pe- 
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titioned the king to dissolve the present 
company, and to grant a new charter. 

William Fuller, who pretended to prove 
the prince of Wales spurious, and to give 
evidence of a plot to parliament, was voted 
by the commons to be a notorious cheat 
and impostor, and sentenced to stand in the 
pillory. 

King James sent over colonel Parker 
and others, to give his friends intelligence 
of his motions, and of an intended invasion 
from France. Parker, with one Johnson, 
had formed a plot to assassinate William. 

The carl of Marlborough deprived of all 
his offices, having lost the coiifideiice of 
tlie king, by his intercourse with the exiled 
family. Ilis countess was also forbid the 
court, and the princess of Denmark was 
desired to dismiss her from her family, 
which she refused. It caused a quarrel 
between her and the queen, upon which the 
princess retired to Sion>house. 

The colony of New England fitted out 
and sent 32 ships, with 2000 land-forces 
on board, to attack Quebec ; but they mis- 
carried, and lost near 1000 persons, and 
contracted a debt of 140,000/. 

Ffb^ 21. A proclamation against vice 
and profaneneas. 

Mar. 5. William embarked for Holland, 
where he arrived the next day at the Hague, 
from whence he went to Loo. 

2G. Queen Mary issued a proclamation 
for a monthly fast. 

31). The queen-dowager, having com- 
mitted the care of her palace and servants 
to the earl of Feversham, set out for Por- 
tugal, her native country, hy the way of 
France. 

Aprii 2. King James sent a letter into 
England, directed to several lords and com- 
moners, notifying the queen’s being with 
child, and requiring them to be witnesses 
of the labour, that they might have no co- 
iov»r to pretend they were imposed upon 
Again. He also sent over a declaration, dated 
At St. Germains, of his intention to endea- 
vour the recovery of the throne, and l)oasted 
the aid of France. He offered pardons and 
rewards to all the prince of Orange's sol- 
diers who would join him, but exempted 
a number of the nobility and gentry from 
Ihe same. James’s agents were employed 
in raising troops privately in the counties 
ui York and Lancastef, 

The Train-bands of London and West- 
j^'iuster were ordered out and reviewed in 
11) de-i ark, to the number of 10,000. 

The queen sent orders to admiral Russell 
u) proceed with the fleet to sea. 

5. A proclamation issued for par- 
hjunent to meet the 24 ih instant, queen 
* Iary having received intelligence of an iii- 
'^Asion intended by France ; and on the 9(h 
^nuther proclamation issued for apprehend- 


ing the earl of Lichfield, lord Griffin, and 
other disaffected persons. 

15. Namur invested by the French king 
ill person. 

16. An address from the officers of the 
fleet to queen Mary, to assure her of their 
loyalty. 

19, Victory off L\ Hoque. — The Eng- 
lish and Dutch fleets, commanded by ad- 
miral Russell, engaged the French fleet, 
under admiral Tourville. The French fleet 
was entirely defeated, and driven to their 
own coast ; and at La Hogue and other 
places, no less than twenty-one of their 
largest nien-of-war were destroyed, within 
two or three days after the battle. Among 
the rest, the French admiral’s ship, the 
Riiing San, was set on fire, within sight of 
the army that was assembled to have made 
a descent upon .England. Admiral Carter 
was killed, whose last words refuted the 
opinion the Jacobites bad formed of him. 
Finding himself wounded, he ordered the 
captain to fight the ship as long as she 
could swim. The French fleet consisted of 
sixty-three ships, and the confederate fleet 
of ninety-nine; but scarce one half could 
come to an engagement ; the English U)st 
not one ship in this victory. As soon as 
the fleet arrived at Spithead, the queen 
sent 30,000/. to be distributed among the 
sailors, and gold medals for the officers. 
She also ordered the bodies of admiral 
('arter and captain Hastings to be interred 
at the charge of the crown. 

Jti/y 24. The battle of Steinklrk was 
fought. The confederates were command- 
ed hy king William in person, and the 
French by the duke of Luxemburg. The 
English were forced to retreat, with the loss 
of 6000 men killed, wounded, ami prison- 
ers. Among the killed were general Mac- 
kay, sir John Lainer, sir Robert Douglas, 
and the earl of Angus. 

Aug, 4. The chevalier de Granvale was 
hanged in Flanders, for conspiring to as- 
sa.ssinatc William. One Dumunt and licef- 
dale were also concerned. Dumont enlisted 
ill the king's army to perpetrate the de- 
sign, but his conscience accusing him, he 
made a full discovery, and >vas suffered 
with Leefdale to escape with their lives, on 
account of their evidence. 

A plot was formed of a pretended asso- 
ciation in favour of James, by one Young, 
a piisoner in Newgate, who counterfeited 
the hands of the earls of Marlborough, 
Salisbury, and several others ; some of 
whom were apprehended till the forger) 
was detected. 

An earthquake at Port Royal in Jamaica, 
which destroyeil 3U00 people, and sunk 
part of the town. 

13. A proclamation against libellmg the 
government. 
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Abu. 4. Parliament met, and the kin 
made a speech^ wherein he tola the com 
mons there was an absolute nt'cessity foj 
their raising at least as great supplies as 
they did the last year ; that he had m 
particular interests of his own but whai 
was in common with theirs ; and as he had 
done, so he should continue to expose his 
life in their service. 

Marlborough and other peers, imprisoned 
on the false testimony of Young, released. 

The commons vote, “ That all orders for 
the management of the fleet shall pass 
through the admiralty.'’ 

A bill passed the lower house for inca- 
pacitating persons holding certain civil 
and military employments to sit in the 
commons, but was thrown out, by a ma. 
jurity ot two, in the lords. It was the first 
of a Hcries of place bills which met with 
the same fate. 

A bill passed both houses for establish* 
ing triennial parliaments, which the king 
rejected. The reason the triennial bill 
passed was, that whigs and tories at this 
time were running a race of popularity for 
factious purposes. 

1 1. The negroes in Barbadoes conspired 
to destroy their masters, for which many of 
them were executed. 

24. A trial in the court of king’s-bench, 
the dtike of Norfolk v. sir John Jermaine, 
for crtm. con., and the ne.\t morning the 
jury brought in their verdict for the plain- 
titf, 100 marks damages. 

1693. Jan. 20. The highest land-tax — 
namely, 4s. in the pound, granted. 

21. A complaint made to the commons 
of a pamphlet, endeavouiing to show that 
William and Mary’s rights to the subject’s 
allegiance was founded upon conquest. 
This, with bishop Burnet's pastoral letter, 
which advanced the same notion, was burnt 
by the hands of the common hangman. 

26. An act for levying duties of excise 
upon ale and beer, and for securing recom- 
pences to those who should advance 
1,000,000/. towards the war. By this act, 
every contributor advancing 100/. was en- 
titled to his share of an annuity of 1 00,000/. 
for his life, and if a contributor or his no- 
minee died, his share was to go auiong the 
survivors ; or a contributor, instead of his 
share in that sum, might have i certain 
annuity of 14/. per annum for ms 100/. 
(and the like for every other 100/. be 
should advance), during his own life or the 
life of his nominee. It is the fir».t instance 
of an annuity with benefit of survivorship 
or tontine act. 

A practice prevailed at this time of 
pressing landmen for the sea service by the 
oflBcerg of the fleet, who carried them over ^ 
to Holland, and sold them to the officers of : 
the army ; whereupon the commons ordered ! 


their speaker, sir John Trevor, to lay this 
oppression before the king, who ordered 
that no officers should presume to press 
landmen for the future. 

The commons also complained of the 
embezzling the forfeited estates in Ire- 
land, and disposing of them, and desired 
that no grants might be made of the for- 
feited estates as the king had promised 
them. To which the king answered, that 
this should be remedied, but granted vast 
estates, however, out of those forfeitures to 
lord Portland and other favourites. 

31. Lord Mohun tried by his peers, for 
the murder of William Mountfort, the 
player, and acquitted. Lord Mohun and 
captain Hill had made an attempt to carry 
off Mrs. Bracegirdle the actress, in which 
being disappointed, they laid wait for 
Mountfort, whom they thought to be con- 
cerned in the rescue, and Hill run him 
through, while the peer was talking with 
him ill Surrey-street, near Mrs. Bracegir- 
dle’s lodgings, late at night. 

The a>serably of the kirk of Scotland 
being dis'olved by the king, their clergy 
insisted they had a right to sit without the 
king’s leave, and actually continued their 
session, and then adjourned themselves to 
another day', though the king had dis- 
solved them. 

Massacre of Glencoe in Scotland, in 
which Macdonald and a great many high* 
landers were in the night butchered in 
cold blood, after they had bubrnitted 
nd taken the oaths, upon a proclamation 
ssued to indemnify them if they came in 
by a certain day and surrendered them- 
selves. Kvery one afterwards wished to 
shift the blame of this wholesale assassina- 
ion, which was divided between the king, 
ord Breadalbane, secretary Stair, and 
’aptain Campbell, the savage executioner. 

Feb. 7. Robert Young tried at tlie 
king’s-l>ench, for forgery and subornation 
of perjury, in counterfeiting the hands of 
leveral noblemen, to an association against 
:he king, particularly of the bishop of 
Rochester, who was taken up upon it. 
Young was convicted, and sentenced to 
stand three times in the pillory, and pay a 
fine of 1000/. 

16. The French, within a year, 'had cap- 
ured 300 sail of English vessels, when 
e had only taken ^‘roin France 69 mer- 
chant ships. 

The French refugees, by the aid of some 
English merchants, erected the royal lute- 
string manufactory, and obtained the 
king’s patent. 

March 14. An act to encourage the ap- 
prehending of highwaymen, witlf the re- 
ward of 40/. Another act cnablinf? 
{}eople of Yorkshire to dispose of their 
sonal estates by wUl. Parliament ptorogue^i* 
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Sir John SomerR, attorney-general, and 
an able lawyer and statesman, made lord- 
keeper, after the great seal had been many 
years in commission. 

31. William embarked at Gravesend for 
Holland. 

Six hundred protestant families who had 
come from Switzerland permitted to settle 
in Ireland. 

April 14. A proclamation for a fast on 
the ^econd Wednesday in every month. 

Matj 15. The fleet assembled at St. 
Helen's, and were joined by the Dutch. It 
consisted of 102 sail. 

18. The French invested Heidelburg, 
and took it about four days after, and en- 
tirely destroyed the town, as they bad be- 
fore destroyed Spire, Manheim, Franken- 
dale, and other towns in the Palatinate. 

June 16. Admiral Kook, with twenty- 
three rnen-of-war, having the Turkey fleet 
under his convoy, was attacked off Cape 
St. Vincent by the whole French fleet, un- 
der the command of admiral Tourville. 
Twelve English and Dutch men-of-war, 
and above fourscore merchantmen were 
taken or destroyed by the French. The 
enemy by this gained one million of money. 

July 19. Batti.k op Landen. — ^'Fhc con- 
federate army, commanded by king Wil- 
liam, was entirely defeated by the French, 
under the command of Luxemburg at 
Landen. Count Sohnes, the Dutch general, 
had his leg shot off by .a cannon-ball, and 
was taken prisoner; and the duke of Or- 
mond was wounded and taken prisoner. 
On the other side, the duke of Berwick was 
taken prisoner by the English. The num- 
bers ol \he killed and wounded are variously 
reported ; by some it i» said there were 
nut less than 30,000 killed on both sides; 
hut the confedeiates being entirely routed, 
the loss must have been much greater on 
their side than on the French. William 
h;td detached 25,000 men to force the 
French lines, which Luxemburg took ad- 
vantiigH of, and attacked him in his camp : 
however, it was so well fortified, that the 
French were repulsed several times, and 
tl)e confederates would have gained the 
victory, if the Dutch horse had not run 
i»w,iy. The confederates lost their camn, 
avtiilery, and baggage ; and had not a little 
river stopped the pursuit of the French, 
tht*ir loss had been jtill greater. 

Mr. Anthony Wood censured at Oxfonl, 
hir reflecting on the lute earl of Glanuidon. 
1 how sheets of his book intituled “ Athenne 
vol. ii., wherein were the re- 
flections, were burnt, and himself fined 34/., 
<ind expelled the university. 

Sept. 19. St. Miilo bombarded by a 
'’q'ladron of men-of-war, commanded by 
captain Ben))ow, for three days, and tak- 
advantage of the night, they sent in a 


fire-ship to reduce the town to ashes, but 
when within pistol shot, she struck upon a 
rock, and the engineer set fire to her, the 
explosion of which unroofed 300 houses, and 
shook the whole town like an earthquake. 

24. The French, under the command 
of Catinat, defeated the confederates un- 
der the command of the duke of Savoy, 
and prince Eugene at Marsaglia, near 
Turin. Duke Schomherg, who commanded 
the troops of England, was mortally wound- 
ed and taken prisoner. Thi.s was the first 
battle where the foot charged with bayonets 
on their loaded muskets, to which stratagem 
the success of the French in this battle 
was attributed. Soon after this action 
pikes were laid aside, and bayonets used in 
their place, all over Europe. 

AW. 2. A proclamation for a thanksgiv- 
ing for the preservation of the king, and his 
safe return, to be observed the 12th instant, 
within the bills of mortality, and on the 
26th in other parts of England. 

The king, on his return, found the na- 
tion unsettled, and resolved upon a change 
of the ministry. 

7. Parliament met, and William made 
a speech, wherein, having mentioned the 
defeats the confederates had met with on 
land, and the miscarriages at sea, he im- 
puted the first to the superior numbers of 
the enemy, and assured them the other 
should bt‘ inquired into. 

The French king found his troops starv- 
ing in the midst of tbeir victories, by a 
dreadful famine, which afflicted the king- 
dom. He attempted to conclude a separate 
peace with some of the allies, which they 
rejected. 

The commons voted for the supplies of 
the ensuing year 000, 000/. 

26. Dr. Sancruft, late archbishop of 
Canterbury, died, inthe 77th year of his age. 

Dec, 16, A libel, intituled, “ vf Clear 
Confutation qf the Doctrine of the TVirtiVy,' ’ 
ordered to be burnt by the hands of the 
common hangman. 

20. The commons resolved to augment 
the English troops to upwards of 83,000 
men. They resolved to add six regiments 
of EiigUsh horse, four of English dragoons 
and fiftteu of English foot, to he command- 
ed by officers that were his majesty's na- 
tural born subjects. 

1694. Jon. 25. An act to repeal the 34th 
of Henry VilL, which limited the numbev 
of justices of poace in Wales. Another 
place bill was rejected by the king. Tbo 
last act was to incapacitato members from 
holding places under government. 

An earthquake, when Me.s>itia in Sicily 
was overturmul in u moment, and 18,00() 
persons perisherl. and in the whole island 
to the numlier of 60,000. 

Ftb. 14. The commons voted a duty 
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upon leather, soap, wine, the tonnage of all 
ships and vessels ; also on hackney* 
coaches and stage-coaches, and upon paper 
and parchment, and likewise a poll-tax. 

17. In Dublin above 100 men were kill- 
ed, by the blowing up of a magazine of 21S 
barrels of gunpowder. 

The commons resolved that lord Falk- 
land, a member of that house, by begging 
and receiving 2000/. of his majesty, con- 
trary to the ordinary method of issuing 
and bestowing the king’s money, was guilty 
of a high misdemeanor and breach of trust ; 
and that he be committed to the Tower ; 
but he was soon set at liberty. 

Mar, 23. An act for relief of the or- 
phans, and other creditors of the city of 
London. The city had spent the money 
they were intrusted with, iKdonging to the 
orphans of deceased citizens, in building 
Bedlam, the Monument, and other projects; 
and now to pay the orphans a perpetual in- 
terest of 4 per cent, for the money so wasted, 
they were obliged to assign their revenues. 

Aprtl. A corporation was erected for the 
Greenland trade, by the name of the com- 
pany of London merchants trading to 
Greenland. 

25. The royal assent wa> given to an 
act for securing certain recompeiices and 
advantages to such persons as should vo- 
luntarily advance the sum of 1,200.000/. 
It was raised in ten (la\s; and the sub- 
scribers bt'ing incorporated, was the foun- 
dation of the Bank of Kngi.anij. The in- 
stitution of a national bank iia<l the etfect 
of raising the value of exchequer bills, 
tallies, and other government securities. 

May 6 . The king embarked fur Holland. 

June 3. The duke of Savoy, at the in- 
stance of England and llollancl, issued a 
declaration, allowing the Vaudoise the free 
exercise of their religion, 

8. Tlie English fleet, with a body of 
land forces, came before Brest, and general 
Talmash landed with the first GOO men, 
where they found such preparations made 
to receive them, that they thought fit im- 
mediately to retire to the ships ; but the 
tide going out, the flat-bottomed lK).»ts 
were not able to get off. Must of those that 
landed were killt-d or woundeil. Among 
the rest, general Talmash himself was 
mortally wounded, and died soon af* r bis 
return to Portsmouth. 

28. Stamp duties instituted. 

The hackney-coach-oflice established. 

Ju/y 12. Lord Berkeley bombarded 
Dieppe; on the 16th, Havre de Grace ; and 
on the 2Gth, Dunkirk. These bombard- 
ments were attended with the loss of the 
Grenada bomb, which blew up with all her 
crew ; the fleet returned on the 25th to St. 
Helen’s. It was remarked that the ex- 
pense of these bombardments was m re 


than equivalent to what the enemy suffered 
by them. 

Aug. 14. A proclamation, offering a re- 
ward of 400/. for the taking of colonel 
Parker, who had been committed to the 
Tower for high-treason, in conspiring 
against the king, and had made his escape 
on the 11th instant. Several other persons 
were committed for the said conspiracy. 

Sept. 5. A fire happened at Warwick, 
which burnt down the great church, and 
most of the town. 

Sir Cloudesly Shovel attempted to burn 
the forts that defended Dunkirk towunls 
tho sea, by some new invented machines, 
but failed, and returned to the Downs. 

28. The East India company hud a 
second charter granted, altering the preced- 
‘ng one. 

Nov. 2. William arrived at Canterbury 
from Holland. 

12. Parliament met, and the king made 
a speech to both houses, wherein he told 
them that their ailairs were in a betier 
posture, both by scu and land, than when 
he parted with them ; for that this year a 
stop had been put to the progress of the 
French arms. He earnestly recommended 
to them the furnishing him with further 
supplies, as the only means to procure an 
advantageous peace ; and he recommended 
the discharging the debt for transport-ser- 
vice for Ireland. 

22. Dr, Tiilotson, archbishop of Can- 
terbury, and a prelate of great wisdom, 
temper, and moderation, died .suddenly, in 
tbe 65th year of his age ; and he was suc- 
ceeded by Dr. Thomas Teiiison, bishop of 
Lincoln. 

30. The commons voted a supply of 
4,700,000/. and upward.^, for the mainte- 
nance of the sea and land forces for tliu 
year ensuing. 

A rainy autumn destroyed such a quantity 
of corn, that wheat was sold in London at 
3/. 7b. H(i. per quarter. This dearth con- 
tinued seven years, owing to a succession 
of C(/ld and wet seasons ; and was felt in 
most parts of Europe, especially iu Scot- 
land, where many died of famine. 

Dec. 21. Queen Mary taken ill of the 
smali-pox lit Kensington. 

22. The royal assent given to the act 
for the frequent meeting of parliament, 
railed “ The Tiiennial Act.” 

28. Queen Mary died in the 33rd year 
of her age, and the 6th of her reign. She 
was deeply regretted Imth by the king and 
the nation ; yet such was the violence of 
faction, that a Jacobite clergyman had the 
indecency to select the following text tor 
her majesty’s funeral sermon ” Go now, 
see this accursed woman, and bury her, tor 
she is a king’s daughter.” 

31. The lords and commons wado<^ 
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William with an address of condolence 
upon the death of the queen. 

1695. Feb, Several gentlemen from 
Lancashire, who had been committed and 
tried at Manchester, for conspiring against 
the government, and been acquitted for 
want of evidence, complained to the parlia- 
ment of being maliciously prosecuted ; but 
it was resolved that the government had 
sulHcient cause to prosecute these gentle- 
men ; and the commons also ordered Mr. 
Standish, of Standish-hall in Lancashire, 
to be taken into custody. 

1 1. An act to exempt apothecaries from 
serv ing offices, or upon juries ; and an 
act for rebuilding the town of Warwick. 

March 4. The military in England, ex- 
torting subsistence-money of the innkeepers 
for want of their pay, a complaint was 
made to the commons, and several agents 
and officers cashiered or imprisoned. 

The king appointed commissioners for 
the building of Greenwich hospital, and 
granted a considerable sum out of the 
civil-list for that puri^ose. 

T). Queen Mary was buried from White- 
hall (whore she had lain in state) in Henry’s 
chapel. Her fun» ral sermon was preached 
by archbishop Tenison. The great bell 
in every church in England was ordered to 
loll three hours that day. 

The princess Anne was taken into fa- 
vour and an apartment assigned her at St. 
James's. The king presented her with 
most of the late queen’s jewels. 

7. Mr. Craggs, one of the contractors for 
clothing the army, wa^ committed to the 
Tower by the commons, for refusing to 
produce his books, or be examined. 

Mr. Guy, a member of the house, was 
committed to the Tower, for taking a bribe 
of iOO guineas. 

Henry Killegrew, Henry Villars, and 
Richard Gea, esqs., commissioners for li- 
<‘ensing hackney-coaches, wejo dismissed 
at the instance of the commons, for receiv- 
ing bribes. 

Injunctions were sent by the king to the 
bishops, for preserving the discipline of 
the church. One was, that the clergy be 
obliged to residence, and the abuse of plu- 
ralitics redressed. 

11. A declaration issued for the l)etter 
discipline of the army, and the due pay- 
ment of their quarters; to prohibit the 
iioldiers from extorting subsistence-money. 

l»|r. Bird, an attorney, was brought upon 
nisi knees by the commons, for bribing their 
members. 

BaiBEiiY AND CoimrpTioN.— There 
appearing almost a universal corruption 
m all classes, and the commons living in- 
armed of vast sums advanced by the East 
-India company, and the chamber of Lon- 
‘nn, among their members, for facilitating 


some bills relating to those bodies, a 
committee was appointed to inquire into 
the truth of the facts. Sir John Trevor, 
the speaker of the commons, was found to 
have received 1 000 guineas of the city of 
London, on passing the orphans’ bill. 
\Vhereupon sir John himself having the 
disagreeable office of putting the question 
from the chair, was voted guilty of a high 
misdemeanor, and expelled the house. Tiie 
duke of Leeds, president of the council, was 
accused by the commons of having re- 
ceived 5500 guineas from the East India 
company, for procuring a charter of con- 
firmation. Ili.s grace protesfbd his inno- 
cence before the commons, and affected to 
wish a speedy trial. He was only saved 
from impeachment by the withdrawal of 
Roberts, a principal ’ witness, to the con- 
tinent. 

1 4. Resolved, “ That whoever should dis- 
cover any money, or other gratuity given 
to any member of the house, for matters 
transacted in the house relating to the or- 
phans’ bill, or the East India company, 
should have the indemnity of the house for 
such guilt.” 

26. Resolved by the commons, that Mr. 
Ilungerford, a member of that house, was 
guilty of a high crime and misdemeanor, 
in receiving twenty guineas for his pains 
and service, as chairman of the committee 
to whom the orphann' bill was committed, 
and that he be expelled the house. Order- 
ed, that sir Tboma.s Cook, a member of the 
house, and governor of the East India com- 
pany, having refused to give an account of 
the money of the East India company, by 
him distributed in bribes, be committed to 
the Tower, and a bill brought in to oblige 
him to give such account. 

The Welsh copper-office was incor- 
porated. 

The famous painter David Tcoiers died. 

April 22. An act for grunting certain 
duties upon marriages, births, burial*!*, and 
upon bachelors and w blowers, for the term 
ot five years, for carrying on the war 
against France with vigour. The duties 
imposed were, 4,?. on every burial ; Is. on 
every birth ; and li. per annum on every 
bachelor or widower ; with increased rates 
on the rich. 

Land Bank.— -A new V>ank was pro- 
jected, as a fund iqion which, 2.')ti4,(HUV. 
HhoiiUi be rai>ed for the public service. It 
was prohibited from lending money hut on 
landed securities, or to the governnieut ex- 
chequer. For securing the interest on the 
capital, duties were laid on stone and 
earthenware, and on lohacco-pipes. The 
Bcheme is said to have been projected by 
Dr. Chambevlaine, and was petitioned 
against by the bank of England, but was 
sanctioned by an act of parhameut. 
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23. Sir Thomas Cook being exaniioe< was said to be done in retaliation for the 
a committee of both houses, confessec towns the English had bombarded on the 
the distributing about 70,000/. in behalf coast of France. 

of the East India company among thi Sept. 2. The castle of Namur capitu- 
friends of certain courtiers and commoners, lated ; and on the 5th the garrison march- 
but would not acknowledge that he knew ed out, when marshal BoutHers was ar- 
that either the ministers or senators them rested, to procure satisfaction of the French 


selves had received any of it. However, 
the commons thought they bad sufKcien 
evidence to ground an impeachment on 
against the duke of Leeds ; and were pro* 
ceeding to impeach sir John Trevor, Mr. 
Guy, and others, for bribery ; but the court 
procured the parliament to be prorogued, 
and only sir Thomas Cook, sir Basil Fire- 
brace, Bates, and Craggs, were imprisoned, 
to satisfy the demands of the people. 

April, The marquis of Halifax died, a 
statesman of fine talents, obscured by vacil> 
lation. Burnet, who was present at his 
death, said he had the charity to hope 
Halifax ‘^died a better man than he lived.** 

May 3. Parliament prorogued by the 
king, after the royal assent had been given 
to a bill for a general pardon, and another 
for the imprisonment of Cook, Firehrace, 
and Bates. 

The parliament of Scotland mel, the 
marquis of Tweedale being his majesty's 
high commissioner. In this parliament the 
massacre at Glencoe was inquired into. It 
had made a great noise through Europe, 
and was deemed derogatory to the king 
himself ; whereupon commissioners were 
ordered to inquire into it. Captain Camp- 
bell, who directed the military execution, 
produced his orders from Duncason, the 
major of the regiment. The major pro- 
duced his orders from colonel Hamilton ; 
and he, it seems, received his orders from 
secretary Stair ; but Hamilton did not ap- 
])ear when summoned before parliametir, 
and the parliament were contented with 
voting it a barbarous murder, without visit- 
ing any one with punishment. 

The parliament of Ireland met, under 
lord-deputy Capel, and granted the king a 
supply of 163,000/., and a further sum on 
additional duties on certain merchandise. 

12. William embarks for Holland. 

July 5. Lord Berkeley, with a w^uadron 
of English and Dutch, bombards St. Malo's 
and other towns upon the French coast. 

27. At a general attack at Nam .r, Mr. 
Godfrey, deputy*govemor of the bank of 
England, being persuaded by king \N iiliarn 
to go with him into the trenches, and be 
witness of the bravery of the confederate 
troops, was killed by a cannon-shot, as he 
stood by the king. 

Aug. 13. Marshal Villeroy began to 
bombard Brussels, and continued it lor two 
days and nights, destroying about 2’)00 
houses in the heart of the city, besides 
churches and other public buildings. This 


king for the garrisons of Dixmude and 
Denise, whom he detained prisoners, con- 
trary to the cartel. BoufHers was soon after 
released on parole given that the garrisons 
should be sent back. The confederates lost 
12,000 men before Namur. 

Oct, 10. William arrived iu England 
from Holland. 

11. A proclamation for dissolving par- 
liament and for calling another, to meet 
on the 22nd of November. Meanwhile the 
king went to Newmarket, where he was 
complimented by the university of Cam- 
bridge. He afterwards moile a tour through 
several counties, and on the 1 0th of No- 
vember came to Oxford, where a magniti- 
cent entertainment was provided him. 
but he refused to sit down and eat, sup- 
posed to be discouraged by a letter drop- 
;>ecl in the street, intimating a design to 
poison him. He immediately took coach 
'or W*indsor, giving as a reason fur his 
hort stay, and not visiting the colleges, 
hat he intended this as a visit of kind- 
ness, not of curiosity, having seen the uni- 
-ersity before. 

Nov. 22. The whig interest was found 
much stiengthened iu the new parliament, 
hich met tliis day. In his opening speech, 
he king insisted uii the old topics ; name- 
ly, the bravery of rtie English troops, the 
necessity of the war to curb the ambition 
f France, and the necessity of large sup- 
dies to support it. He further recom- 
mended the condition of the French pro- 
;estant8 to them, the remedying the ill 
>tate of the coin ; and lastly, desired they 
would use dispatch, that he iniglit be early 
n the Held the next campaign. 

A fellow of Univer.sity college, Ox- 
ford, affirming in a sermon (as Dr. Sher- 
lock had before; that there were three in 
finite distinct minds and substances in the 
Trinity, this opinion was censured by a 
decree of the convocation at Oxford, as im- 
pious and heretical. 

30. A proclamation for a general fad, 
for a blessing on the deliberations of p>‘i- 
ii ament. 

Dec. 10. Rkcoinauk ok Sii.VKit.— T1h‘ 
coinmuiis resolved, that all clipped money 
should be recoined according to the est-i- 
blishecl standard, and that a clay he ap- 
{lointed for bringing it in. 

31, A supply granted of l,2O0,000A) foj 
supplying the deHciency of the clipp*-" 
money, by a tax on windows. A 

5 per cent, was given to those that hrouK 
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in undipped money to the mint, and 3d. 
an ounce was given for all wrought plate 
brought into the mint above the v^ue; and 
for the greater expedition in coining, mints 
were erected in all the great cities in £ug> 
land, and the use of plate in public-houses 
was prohibited ; but still the distress, oc> 
casioned by the want of coin for the pay- 
ment of wages and other necessary uses, 
was extreme. Guineas were currently sold 
at the rate of 30«. at the time the clipped 
money was called in. The silver coin of 
England, which had been the worst, be- 
came the best, after this great recoinage. 

1696. Jan. 16. A proclamation, offering 
a reward of 200/. for apprehending Mr. 
Fielding, for challenging and assaulting 
sir Harry Dutton Colt, a justice of the 
peace, for ‘doing his duty in the execution 
uf his office. 

21. Royal assent given to the new trea- 
son act. 

Council of Tradr. — An unsuccessful 
attempt was made this session tu establish 
a council of trade, with extraordinary and in- 
dependent powers. The design proceeded 
so far that the commons voted — 1. That a 
council of trade should be established, 
with powers for the more effectual preserva- 
tion of trade ; 2. That the commissioners 
forming the council should be named by 
parliament ; 3. That none of the commis- 
sioners should he members of the house, 
&c. It was chiefly opposed, as tending to 
a radical change lu the constitution, and 
an encroachment on the prerogatives of 
the crown. 

In this year, Mr. Culliford, inspector- 
general, established the Cnsfom - House 
Ledger, by which the official value of all 
exports and imports may be estimated. 

22. The king having granted to the earl 
ol Portland the manors of Denbigh, Brom- 
field, and Yale, being five parts in six of a 
whole county, and which was part of the 
principality of Wales, the commons ad- 
dressed him to revoke this exorbitant grant ; 
whereupon the king said, he would fiad 
some other way to snow his favour to that 
earl. 

26. The commons resolved, that the di- 
rectors of the company of Scotland trading 
to Africa and the Indies, administering 
and taking here in this kingdom an oath 
defidrtf, and under colour of a .Scotch act of 
parliament styling themselves a company, 
and acting as such, and raising monies in 
this kingdom for carrying on the said com- 
pany, were guilty of a high crime and mis- 
demeanor ; and that lord Bclhaven, Wil- 
liam Paterson, and the rest of the directors 
of the Scotch company, be irapeHched. 

27. The jRoya/ Sovereign, the largest 
jnau.of-war that had been built in Kog- 
i*nv\, burnt by accident, in the Thames. 


Feb. 13. All injunction by William against 
disputes concerning the Trinity, occasioned 
by the controversy between Dr. South and 
Dr. Sherlock on that subject. 

14. Assassination Plot. — A conspiracy 
discovered by Mr. Pendergrass, to raise au 
insurrection in England in favour of king 
James, which was to be supported by a 
French invasion ; and some of the con- 
spirators were charged with a design uf at- 
tacking William’s girards, as he came from 
hunting, near Richmond, and either to take 
him prisoner or kill him ; from whence this 
conspiracy obtained the name of the “ As- 
sassination Plot.” The earl of Aylesbury 
was sent to the Tower. 

23. A proclamation, offering a reward of 
1000/. for discovering the duke of Berwick 
(supposed to be in England), sir George 
Barclay, sir Willfam Perkins, or any other 
of the conspirators. 

24. The king having passed an act for 
stating the public accounts, informed the 
house of the plot against his life. The 
same evening both houses attended Wil- 
liam with an address, congratulating his 
escajie. They entreated him to take more 
than ordinary care of his person, and de- 
clared that, in case hit majesty came to 
any violent death, they would revenge it 
upon his enemies. 

25. 26, 27. The members spent these 
days in framing and subscribing an asso- 
ciation, wherein they declared, that Wil- 
liam is the lawful king, and mutually en- 
gsge to stand by and assist each other in 
his defence ; and in case the king should 
come to a violent death, they bind them- 
selves to units in revenging it upon his 
enemies, and in supporting the succession 
of the crown, according to the act of 1 Wil- 
liam and Mary. Ninety-two members of 
tho house of commons, and fifteen of the 
peers, refused to sign tho association vo- 
luntarily. An act was next passed to en- 
force the signing of the association, and 
those were declared incapable of any 
public trust who did not sign it. 

3Iar. 2. King James came to Calais, to 
embark with a Irady of troops for England, 
but tho presence of admiral Russell in the 
Channel frustrated his design. 

1 1 . Robert Charnock, Edward King, 
and Thomas Keys, were convicted of high- 
treason, and executed at Tyburn on the 
18th. 

18. A proclamation, offering a reward 
of 500/. for apprehending lord Montgomery 
and sir John Fenwick. 

Jpr. 3. Sir John Friend and sir William 
Perkins executed for treason at Tyburn, 
where Mr. Collier, the priest, gave them 
absolution. 

7. Mr. Collier, Mr. Suatt. Mr. Cook, 
were preieuted iu the kiog »-bench for al>- 
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solvinf; sir John Friend and sir William 
Perkins, and on the 8th, Mr. Snatt and 
Mr. Cook were committed to Newgate. 

21. Brigadier Rockwood, major Lowick, 
and Charles Craiiburn convicted of high- 
treason, as conspirators in the assassination 
plot. They were executed at Tyburn the 
29th instant. These were the first prisoners 
that had the benefit of the act for regu- 
lating trials which allowed counsel. 

27. An act passed for taking away the 
custom of Wales, which hinders persons 
from disposing their personal estates by 
will. An act also for receiving the affirma- 
tion of quakers in lieu of an oath. Parlia- 
ment prorogued. 

Matj 5. King William embarked at Mar- 
gate, and landed in Holland the 7th inst. 

23. A proclamation for a fast, for the 
success of the campaign.* 

June 17. John Sobieski, the martial king 
of Poland, died, in his 70th year, and was 
succeeded by Augustus, elector of Saxony', 
after having changed his religion. 

27. The parliament of Ireland met, and 
expelled Mr. Sanderson, the only member 
ot tboir house who had not signed the as- 
sociation. 

Aug, Admiral Benbow having l)een sent 
to block up Du Bari in Dunkirk, the latter 
found means to escape in a fog, and fell in 
with a Dutch squadron of six frigates and j 
many merchant ships, which he took. He 
was attacked by a convoy to a fleet of out- 
ward-bound ships, who forced Du Bart to 
burn four of the Dutch frigates and thirty- 
four merchant ships. Thus ended the naval 
operations of this year. 

29. The duke of Savoy made a separate 
peace with France, and the confederate 
army retreated into the duchy of Milan. 

Sept. 8, Lord Murray appointed king’s 
commissioner in Scotland. He called the 
parliament, who unanimously signed an 
association, similar to that of England. 
They voted 1,440,000/.. Scots money, for 
maintaining their forces by sea and land. 

The loss of the nation, upon the rccoiu- 
age, amounted to 2,200,000/. 

Oct, 6. King \\ iliiam retiuned from 
Holland, neither the confederates n r the 
French having attempted one siege, or en- 
tered upon any considerable action this 
campaign. The reason given for the lu.tc- 
tivity of the English was, the great scarcity 
of money in England, u^*on the toco. rung 
the silver this year ; and it appears that 
both armies this campaign half subsL^ted 
themselves by the plunder of the mi.serable 
inhabitants of those countries that were the 
seat of war. 

7. The neutrality of Italy agreed cn 
beiweeu France and the confederates. 

20. Parliament met, and the king re- 
commended perseverance in the war \ and 


both houses, in their addresses, concurred 
with him. 

A pamphlet, intituled, An Account of 
the Proceedings of the Commons in relation 
to the Recoining of the dipt Money ^ and fail- 
ing the Price of GuineaSy** was ordered to 
be burnt by the common hangman. 

The commons voted a supply of upwardi 
of five millions for the charges of the en- 
suing year, for the maintaining 40,000 sea- 
men and 87,000 landmen. 1;),000/. was 
annually voted for the relief of French pro- 
testants. The commons came to a resolu- 
tion, “ That the supplies for the service of 
1697 should be raised within the year;’* 
which was effected by a land-tax of three 
shillings in the pound, and a heavy capita- 
tion-tax ill addition to the existingbiirthens. 

Pi’Bi.ic Chkuit. — T he land bank that 
had been established by act of parliament 
last )ear, and was to have raised two mil- 
lions and a half, did not produce the sum 
desired, which reduced the government to 
very great straits. Government tallies and 
debentures were at 40, 50, and 60 per cent, 
discount, and even bank-bills at 20 per 
cent, discount. As the sellers of the go- 
vernment securities and bank-notes became 
very numerous, they were offered, and in 
a manner cried, in Exchange-alley, where 
many rich men vastly increased their for- 
tunes by buying them up ; but such was 
the diligence of pailiainent in creating new 
funds for the discharge of the debts of the 
nation, in a course of time, that bank-bills 
rose to par again, on tlw parliament's in- 
creasing their stock another million, and 
continuing their term to the year 1710. 
But nothing supplied the want of cash bet- 
ter than the parliament’s authoriNing the 
treasury to issue out near three iiiillioiis of 
Excuequeu Bim.s, which being allowed in 
taxes, and circulated by the bank for a 
moderate premium, contributed in a great 
measure to re-establish public credit. 

Nov. 6. Captain Vaughan, commander 
of the Royal Ciancarty, was convicted of 
high-treason, in that being a subject of 
king William (as Irishman), be bad ac- 
cepted a commission from the French 
king, and cruised upon the subjects of 
England, with an intent to take and spoil 
them upon the high seas, &c. 

9. Sir John Fenwick had been indicted 
fur high-treason, as concerned in the bite 
conspiracy ; but there being but one wit- 
ness against him, he could not be convicted 
in the courts of law. Whereupon this day 
a bill was brought into the house of com- 
mons to attaint him of high-treason^ with- 
out allowing him ti trial. This occasioned 
long debates in the house of coinmotis* 
However, the party that was for the bill 
carried — 189 against 156, In the house 
of lords aUu this bill occasioned warm de* 
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bates ; but it was carried at length, by 68 
against 61. The two main points on which 
the debates turned were — First, Whether 
any deviation from the established and 
legal mode of proceeding, and the assump- 
tion of so extraordinary a power as that of 
passing bills of attainder, on evidence in- 
admissible in the inferior courts, was in 
liny case justifiable ? Secondly, Whether, 
if such an arbitrary exertion of authority 
was ever to be vindicated, the case of Fen- 
wick was of so great a magnitude as to jus* 
tify the exercise of it ? The tories on these 
issues took the popular side, very much to 
the discredit of their whig opponents. 

Sir George Rooke was enUed before the 
house, to give an account why the Toulon 
.sipiiidron was suflered to get unmolested 
into Brest ; also sir Cloude^ley Shovel w'os 
ordered to lay copies of his or»lers before 
the house ; when they were both acquitted 
with honour. 

Sixpence per month was deducted out of 
every seaman's wages, for the support of 
<1 reeu wich-hospital. 

The corp(uation of the Trinity-house be- 
gan a lighthouse on the Kddy stone-rock, 
near Plymouth. 

King William appointed a board of com- 
missioners for trade and plantations, con- 
sisting of a 6rst-lord-cummissioner and 
seven others, each with a salary of 1000/. 
Tlie celebrated John Locke, esq., was ap- 
pointed fir^t-lord-commi^sunier. 

All act was pas.sed for the increase and 
encouragement of seamen, establishing a 
register of 30,000%en, in consideration of 
a yearly premium of each. 

Dec. .5. The royal assent was given to 
an act for the importing and coining gui- 
neas and half guineas. 

‘'5. Sir Charles Porter, lord- deputy of 
Ireland, dies suddenly of apoplexy. 

Lidruty of tiik Pki:.ss. — A jesting pa- 
ragraph, in a periodical paper called “ llte 
t'lging PuaC'' a]>peared al^ut this time, rc- 
Heeting on the credit of the exchequer- 
hills, and which appears to have caused 
great excitement in the commons. They 
ordered the printer, John Salibury, to be 
taken into custody, and gave leave to bring 
hi a bill to prevent the writing, printing, or 
V'lldishiiig news without a license. But on 
leilcction, the house had the good sense iu 
throw out the hill on the second reading, 
h appearing that less evils were likely to re- 
s’ dt from the abuses of the. press than aiw 
legislative attempts to restrain them. It 
Was the last open attempt to re-establish 
he censorship. The licensing act |>assed 
*‘<1011 after the Re.storation. and, founded 
<^'1 the Star-chamber decree of 1637, 
<‘xpired in 1679. It was revived in the 
reign of James II., and was continued, by 
renewals, to the year 1694, when all re 


siraiiits previously to publication for ever 
ceased, with the exception of dramatic 
representations. 

1697. Jan, 10. A proclamation, requir- 
ing all receivers of taxes to take in payment 
hammered silver money at bs. Btl, per oz. 

28. Sir John Fenwick was beheaded on 
Tower-hill. 

Feb, 12. The earl of Aylesbury admitted 
to bail. 

Mar, 18. A proclamation for a fast, im- 
ploring a blessing on king William and his 
dominions. 

The Hand-in-hand fire-office incor- 
porated. 

Apr, An act for completing, building, 
and adorning the cathc‘dral of St. PauiN, 
and for repairing the collegiate church of 
St. Peter, Westminster. 

Tumults of the weavers in London, on 
account of calicos and other Indian maiiu- 
fiict tires imported. They very near seized 
the treasure at the Kast India house. 

19. The earl of Sunderland made lord- 
c.hamberlain of the household, and seemed 
to have as great an influence in king Wil- 
liam's court as he formerly had in king 
James's. 

22. Sir John Somers made lotd-chan- 
cellor. 

25. William embarked at Margate, and 
landed in Holland the next day. 

29. The conferences between the pleni- 
potentiaries for treating of a general peace 
opened at Uyswick, Monsieur Letinroot, the 
Swtdish ambassador, being mediator. 

Jw/y 26. The earl of Portland ami Mar- 
shal Boufflers arljustetl the differences be- 
tween William ami the French king, near 
Brussels, without the privity of any of the 
allies, who were treating at Ryswick. 

The h>ss sustained by the French navy 
during the war was 59 ships and 2224 
guns; and that by the Knglish was 53 
ships and 1112 guns. 

King William had an interview with the 
czar Peter 1., emperor of Russia, wlu» in 
ilisguise had accompanied his ambassador, 
to IloUand, where he discovered himself to 
William. 

Srpt. 1, The im\>«iialists, under the 
command of prince Kugeiie, obtained a 
signal victory over the Turks at Zenthw, 
the grand vizier and upwards of 20,000 of 
his men being killed hi the action. 

11. The peace signed at Ryswick. be- 
tween France, England, Spain, and Hol- 
land ; and ratifie d by William at Loo, the 
15th, By this treaty, France was to restore 
to the king of Spain, Barcelona, Hoses, 
Gironne, and all that she had possessed 
herself of in ('atalonia; as also Luxemhuigh, 
Mom, Charleroy, and all other town.s she 
had liecome master of in the Low Conn- 
tries, as well as iu America, lu the treaty 
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between England and France^ the <mly ini- Feb, 1 7. An address of the commons foi 

portant article was, the French king’s en- a proclamation against immorality and 
gaging not to disturb king William in the profaneness, and for suppressing all per- 
enjoyment of the British dominions. nicioiis books and pamphlets containing 

12. At the treaty of peace the Dutch doctrines against the Trinity, and other 
concluded a treaty of commerce for twenty fundamental articles of faith, and for pu- 
years. nishing tho authors and publishers. 

Oct, 19. Peace with France proclaimed A society for the Propagation of the Gos- 
in London. in foreign parts was about this time 

22. The peace signed between the Em- erected, as a society for Reformation of 
pire and France. The same day the duke Manners had been some little time before, 
of Burgundy was married to the princess ^pril 2. An act for dissolving the mar- 
of Savoy. riage between Charles, earl of Macclesfield, 

Aov. 13. William embarked for England, and Anne, his wife, and to illegitimate 
and made a triumphant entry into London children of the said Anne. The earl hav- 
on the 1 Gth. ing ceased to cohabit with his lady several 

Dec. 2. A thanksgiving observed for the years, she admitted another to her'bed, and 
peace with France. had two children, whereupon this act was 

3. The king informs parliament of the obtained ; btit the earl having been in a 
peace, laments the debts incurred on ac- great measure the occasion of his wife's in- 
count of the army and navy and the insuf- fidelity, she hail her fortune returned her 
ficiency of the civil list ; but under existing by the act. The countess pleaded that her 
circumstances, thinks England cannot be husband neglecting to cohabit with her 
safe without a standing army. when he returned from his travels, she had 

11. The commons resolved, that all the surprised him into a private meeting, and 
land-forces, raised since the ‘29th of Sep- he not discovering the trick, her ladyship 
temher, 1680, should be paid off* and dis- proved enceinte. 

banded. The patriots and anti-courtiers, A/ny 21. A complaint being made to the 
exerting their united strength, carried this commons of a booK, intituled, “ The Case 
resolution, by 1 85 against 148, of whom Ireland' $ being bound by Acte of Parlia- 
116 were placemen (Belsbam’s Hist. Gt. rnent in England^ written by William 
Brit, i., 445). It had the eflect of reducing Molyneux, of IXibliu, which denied thede- 
the army to 8000 men ; and the efforts of nendence of Ireland on England, as totheu* 
the whigs to keep on foot a larger number being bound by English acts of parliament, 
augmented their unpopularity. They addressed his majesty, asserting the 

20. Resolved, that in acknowledgment dependence and subordination of Ireland to 
of the great things his majesty had done the kingdom of Knglanft 
for these kingdoms, 700,000/. be granted June 10. The lords presented an address 
him during life, for the support of tlie to king 'William, desiring him to discou- 
civil list. rage the woollen manufacture in Ireland, 

26. The earl of Sunderland resigned the and f>romote that of linen, 
lord-chamberlainship, apprehensive of par- July 4- The commons having impeached 
liamentary impeachment, and very much John Goudet and others, for iin|)orting 
to the regret of the king, who, according French lustrings, they confessed the fact; 
to Burnet, “ earnestly desired he would and this day the commons demanding 
continue about him.’’ The post was kept judgment against them at the lords’ bar, 
vacant two years ; and it is supposed the they were condemned in very great fines, 
earl received the emoluments, though he The commons took into consideration 
was too timid again to venture, in the face the trade of the African company, and 
of whig and tory enemies, to fill the office, voted that all traders should pay 10 per 
1698. Jan. 4. A fire happened at White- cent, for all goods shipped to the coast of 
hall, which entirely destroyed all that pa- Africa for the support of the forts and fa< - 
lace, except the Banqueting house. Tories situated there. 

11. The czar of Muscovy carr'* into 5. East India Company. — The royal hs- 
England, and remained incog, li * was sent was given to an act for raising a sum 
magnificently entertained by Willinm, and not exceeding 2,000,000/., upon a fund for 
improved himself in the art of ship-build- payment of annuities, after the rate of 8/> 
ing, and carried back with him many arti- per cent, per annum, and for settling ^^l^- 
ficers. The king presented him with one trade to the East Indies. The old Kaht 
of his royal yachts. India company, consisting chiefly of *®*’‘^*' 

14. The earl of Portland, being sent am- had offered to lend the government 700,0()0/» 
bassador to France, arrived at Paris the at 4 percent., in case the trade td^Indoj 
21st. Mr. Matthew Prior, who was the might be confirmed to them, exclusive ol 
English secretary at the treaty of peace at all others. But another set, called the 
Ryswick, was secretary to this einDa!>Kv. Associated Merchants, in which the 
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prodaminated, favoured by the court, of- 
feriog to lend the government 2,000,000/. 
at 8 pur cent., the trade was given to the 
iatter ; and the old company was allowed i 
to trade no longer than the year 1701, 
though they otibred to raise the same sum, 
which was thought highly unjust. How- 
ever, these two great bodies were afterwards 
united by act of parliament ; but it is a 
striking proof of the increasing riches of 
the country, that notwithstanding the na- 
tion had been exhauKted by a lung war, 
and distressed by recoining all the silver, 
the whole sum of 2,000,000/. was sub- 
scribed within two days, and the sub- 
scribers incorporated. 

7. Parliament dissolved by proclamation. 

20. William cunbarked at Margate, for 
Holland, vesting the government, as before, 
during his absence in a regency. 

19. Treaty of partitUm of the 
Spanish monarchy concluded between the 
ministers of France, England, and Holland, 
on the expected demise of the king of 
Spain. This treaty was followed by the 
triple league, offensive and defensive, be- 
tween England, Holland, and Sweden. 

Sept, The Scottish company sent 50 
ships and 1200 men to make a settlement 
oil the isthmus of Darien. They landed on 
tlie 4th of November, and erected a fort. 

Dec, 9. Parliament met, and the king 
in his speech recommended the keeping up 
«i considerahle force by land and sea, the 
making some further progress in discharg- 
ing the national debts, the employing the 
pour, the advanceiitent of trade, and the 
discouraging vice and profaneness, but said 
not one word of the partition party. 

John Archdale, a quaker, was elected a 
member of this parliament for the borough 
of ('hipping Wycombe, Bucks ; but upon 
his refusing to take the oaths, a new writ 
was issued to Wycombe to choose another 
burgess. 


his own hand : — ** W. H. His majesty is 
leased to let the house know that the ne- 
cessary preparations are made for transport- 
ing the guards who came with him into 
England, and that he intends to send them 
away immediately ; unless, out of considera- 
ion to him, the house be disposed to find 
i way fur continuing them longer in his 
service, which his majesty would take very 
kindly.” 

24. The commons attended the king with 
an address, containing the reasons why 
they could not comply with his message ; 
wherein they tell him they do not think the 
keeping up foreign troops consistent with 
the constitution. 

28. The earl of Warwick tried before the 
house of peers for the murder of captain 
Coote, in a duel, where three fought on a 
side, half drunk, and in the dark, in Lei- 
cester- fields, but acquitted. 

29. Lord Mohun tried for the same 
murder, and acquitted. 

May 20. Christopher Codrington, esq , 
fellow of All-Souls% Oxford, was made 
captain general and governor of the Carrib- 
bee islands, in the room of his father, co- 
lonel Codrington, deceased. 

June 2. The king embarked at Margate, 
and landed the next day in Holland. 

Ju/y 16. Spencer Cowper, esq., was tried 
at Hertford assizes for the murder of Mrs. 
Sarah Stout, and acquitted. 

Oc/. 18. The king returned from Holland. 

25. Charles duke of Shrewsbury made 
lord-chamberlain of the household. This 
nobleman had the rare fortune to be re- 
spected both by whigs and tories. His 
generosity and f.iscinating manners uc- 
(|uired him the appellation of “ King of 
Hearts.” 

Nov. 1(>. Parliament met, and the king^s 
speech and address of the commons, in 
answer, exhibit symptoms of mutual mis- 
trust and dislike. 


lb. Commons resolve that the forces in Dr. Watson, bishop of St. David's, was 
Kiigland shall not exceed 7000, and those deprived. This prelate was supposed to 
be natural-born subjects ; and in Ireland, have paid a valuable consideration for his 
nut to exceed 12,000. This resolution, iiii- bishopric ; and after his elevation had sold 
loosing on the king the necessity of sending the preferments in his gift, with a view of 
borne his Dutch guards, was very mortify- being reimbursed. He was accused of si- 
*ng to him. mony, and deprived by sentence of the pri- 

1099. Jan.2i'i, A peace was concluded mate and six suffragans. He then pleaded 
butweeii the Emperor and Poland on one his privilege ; so that the affair was brought 
>'>de, and the Tiirlts on the other, at Carlo- into the house of lords, who refused to own 
mediation of lord Paget and him as a peer after he had ceased to be a 
Collier, the English and Dutch mt- bishop. Lastly, he had recourse to the court 
Justers ; and the next month a peace was of delegates, who confirmed the arch- 
;‘<^>ncludeci between the Venetians and the bishop*! sentence. 

Dec. 14. Fokkeitkd Estates. — The 
eft. 13. An order was sent to the play- commons, inquiring into the forfeited es* 
‘Hises, that they should act nothing con- tates in Ireland, found that 49,517 acres of 
manners. those lauds had been granted to the earl of 

William sent the com- Romney; 108,633 acres to the earl of Al- 
.he following message, written with btroarle; 135,820 acres to the earl of Port 
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land ; 26,480 acres to the earl of Athlone ; 
36,148 acres to the earl of Galway ; and 
05,649 acres (being the private estate of 
king Jamos, and worth 25,995/. per an- 
num), to lady Elizabeth Viiliers, countess 
of Orkney, a mistress of king William. 

15. Commons resolved to bring in a bill of 
resumption, to apply all the forfeited estates 
in Ireland, and the revenues of the crown 
there, since the 13th of February, 1688, to 
the Use of the public. 

1700. Feb.i, A proclamation for banish- 
ing all popish priests and Jesuits ; and ano- 
ther fur putting the law in execution 
against paptists, and other disaffected |)er- 
suns. 

It appearing that many dissenters, and 
persons of little property, were in commis- 
sion of the peace ai>oiit this time, the com- 
mons addresed the king, that njcn of quality 
ami estate might be put in commission. 

12. The lor Is addressed the king against 
the re-establishment of the Scotch colony j 
at Darien ; whereupon his majesty took 
occasion again to propose an union between 
England and Scotland. 

'J'he commons resolved, that a book, in- 
tituled, “ An Enquiry into tlie Causes of 
the Miscarriages of the Scotcii Colony at 
Darien,” was a false, scandalous, and trai- 
torous libel, and ordered it to be burnt by the 
hangman ; and a proclamation was issued 
for apprehending the author. 

21. The commons waited on the king 
with their resolutions, in relation to the 
Irish forfeitures ; in answer to which, Wil- 
liam told them he thought himself obliged 
in justice to reward those who had served 
well, and particularly in the reduction of 
Ireland, out of the estates forfeited to him 
there ; and that their lessening the national 
debts and re>toring the public credit, he 
thought, would best contribute to the ho- 
nour, interest, and safety of the kingduin. 
The commons resolved, that whoever ad- 
vised his majesty to return this answer, had 
used their utmost endeavours to create a 
misunderstanding and jealousy between the 
king and his people. 

Mar. 1 5. A second treaty of partition of 
the Spanish monarchy was concluded, 
whereby archduke Charles was t<i have 
Spain, and must of the rest of the Spanish 
dominions, except Naples and .Sicily, which 
were assigned to the Dauphin. Thi altera'* 
tion was occasioned by the deatli of Fer- 
dinand, electoral prince of Bavaria, who, by 
the former partitioning^ treaty, had been de- 
clared presumptive heir to theSpanish crown. 

The commons voted 1000/. to each of 
the commissioners appointed to take an 
account of tiie forfeited estates in Ireland. 

25. The Scotch fyetitiuned the king to 
call a parliament in that kingdom, in order 
to ra-establUh the affairs of their American 


and East India company, which they aj). 
prehended laboured under very great hard- 
ships both at home and abroad : where- 
upon the king promised them their parlia- 
ment should meet the 14th of May. 

AprH%» The commons ordered their re- 
solutions in relation to the forfeited estates 
in Ireland to be printed, and resolved 
further,— ‘‘ That the procuring or passing 
exorbitant grants, by any member now of 
the privy council, or by any other that had 
been privy counsellor, in this or any former 
reign, to his use or benefit, was a high 
crime and misdemeanor;” and ordered a 
list of the privy council to be laid before 
the house. 

9. The commons having tacked the land- 
bix hill, and the resumption of the Irish 
forfeitures together, occasioned several con- 
ferences between the tw'o houses ; but at 
length the lords yielded to the commons by 
his majesty’s direction, money being very 
much wanted. The object of tho commons 
ill tacking a money-bill to that relative to 
the Irish forfeitures was to preclude the 
lords from altering the provisions of the 
latter. 

11. The house being al>out to pass an 
address to the kij*g to exclude fureigiuns 
from his counsels, it was sutblenly proromu d. 

May 21, The great seal being taken from 
lord timers, sir Nathan Wright, a person 
of very inferior capacity, was made lonl- 
keeper. This was followed by the resigna- 
tion of lord Shrewsbury, the last of the 
great whig ministers, and the way left open 
for the accession of the tories. 

The parliament of Scotland met, and a 
vote was proposed, “ That the colony of 
Darien was a legal and rightful settlement, 
and that the parliament would maintain 
and support it whereupon the high-coin- 
misNioner adjourned them from time to 
time, to prevent the question being put ; 
of which the Scotch complained in a na- 
tional address to king William. 

July '). The king embarks for Holland. 

20. An alliance having been entered into 
between the kings of Denmark and Poland 
and the czar of Muscovy, against the yonr.g 
king of Sweden, and his enemies falliiig 
upon him on all sides, a squadron of Eng- 
lish and Dutch men-of-war were sent to 
his assistance, which entered the Ba'lic 
about this time ; whereupon the Danes ic- 
tired to their harbours, and on the 18tb of 
August a p<eacc was concluded between 
Sweden and Denmark, exclusive of Mus* 
covy and Poland. 

Aug. 9. The duke of Gloucester tb** 
only child of the prince and princess ot Dew* 
mark, was interred on the south ’^ide 
Henry the VIUh*s chapel. . 

Nqv, 1. The long expected death « 
Charles 11., king of Bpoin^ happened. He 
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died in the 39th year of his age, and the 
3Gth oi his reign ; and, having been pro- 
voked by the partition of his dominions by 
the Knglish and Dutch, he made his will 
the preceding month, and disposed of his 
crown to Piiilip, duke of Anjou, second son 
to the dauphin of France ; and in case he 
died without issue, or the crown of France 
should descend to him, Spain to pass to 
tlte duke of Berry, his youngest brother ; 
and in case he died, &c., or France descend 
to tbe duke of Berry, then Spain was to go 
to the archduke Charles, the Kmperor’s 
second son ; and on failure of issue of the 
archduke ( Imrles, then to the duke of 
Savoy, without any partition, or dismem- 
bering of the monarchy. 

Iti. The duke of Anjou, grandson of the 
French kmg, declared king of Spain by 
the court of France, without any regard to 
the partition treaty. 

23. Cardinal Albaiii elected pope, by the 
name of Clement XI. 

De<\ 11. The king of Sweden gained a 
great victory over the Muscovites, near 
S'arva. The Muscovite army was said to 
have consisted of 100,009 men, and the 
Swedes, commanded by their young king, 
Cinirles XIL, to not more than 20,000; so 
unequal were the Russians to the Swedes 
at the beginningof the war in the north; 
but after it ha<l continued sewn or eight 
years, the Russian forces uppearid equal 
to those of Sweden. 

19. The tories having acquired an 
ascendancy in parliament, and it not being 
so complaisant as the king desired, it was 
this day dissolved. 

1701. Jun. The elector of Brandenburg 
was crowned king of Prussia. 

Feb, 10. The new parliament met; and 
in tlie contest for the clmicc of a sj»eaker, 
it was carrie<l in favour of Mr. Harley, by 
2 19 to 125, who declareil for sir Richard 
Onslow — a clear demonstration of the pre- 
dominance of the tory interest. 

The Convocation. — Tb.e convocation 
being opened, Dr, Hooper, dean of Can- 
ti rbury, Wits chosen prolocutor of the low’er 
house. This clerical synod had nut sat fur 
ten years, and its present conduct did not 
ivdeein its character ; but Indiig divested 
of all civil power, its folly and inaliguity 
Were harmless. They began with preseiit- 
jiig a dutiful address to the king, assuring 
him of their steady loyalu* to his sacred 
person and government. The lower house 
next proceeded to censure several passuges 
contained in a book written by John To- 
i«o(l, intituled, “ Christianity not Myste- 
rious while the upper house expressed 
beir indignation at a hook, inti tnlcct, Es- 
says on tin* Balance of Power,'* in which 
was the following passage Are not a 
K cat many of us able to point out several 


persons, whom nothing has recommended 
to places of highest trust, and often to rich 
beneiices and dignities, but the open en- 
mity which they have almost from their 
cradles professed to the divinity of Christ P’* 
which their lordships seemed to apprehend 
was levelled against some of their order. 
But tliere happening to be a misunder- 
standing between the two houses about ad- 
jonrnmeiVs, there was no business done. 
Tlie lower house however cens'ired Bishop 
Burnet's Exposition of the Thirty-nine 
Articles.** The upper house declared their 
censure was scandalous, and they had no 
authority to examine the works of a bisho; . 

Feb. 14. The commons resolved to stand 
by and support his majesty and his govern- 
ment, and take such effectual measures an 
may best conduce to the interest and safety 
of bhigland, the preservation of the protes- 
tant religion, and the peace of Europe. 

28. John Packhur^t and John Paschal I, 
esqs., two of the commissioners of naval 
prizes, were ordered to be committed to the 
Tower by the commons, for neglecting 
their duty. 

Mar, 12. Act op Sbtti.kment. — The 
resolutions of the committee, apiniinted to 
consider of tbe further limitations of the 
crown, were reported, and almost unani- 
mously agreed to by the commons. Tiiey 
were to the following effect: — 1. That all 
things properly cognizable in the privy 
council be transacted there ; and all reso- 
lutions taken thereupon shall be signed 
by siicli of the privy council as shall advise 
and consent to the same. (This clause, as 
fixing too defnite a responsibility on minis- 
ters, was got rid of in a subsequent statute. 
'•—Hal. Comt. Hist, iii., 253.) 2. That no 
foreigner, though naturalized, shall be 
capable of a grant from the crown, to him- 
self, or any in trust for him. 3. That Kug- 
laird shall not he obliged to engage in any 
war for the defence of tl e f. reign domi- 
nions of any succeeding king. 4. That 
succeeding kings shall join in communion 
with the church of England. 5. That no 
pardon shall be pleadable to an impeach- 
ment in parliament 6. That no succeid- 
ing king shall go out of the British do- 
minions without consent of parliament. 
7. That no pensioner, or person in office 
under the crown, shall be a member of the 
commons* 8. That further provision be 
made for security of religion and tbe rights 
of the subject. 9. That the judges' com- 
missions be quam diu se bent grssrrint yiwuX 
their salaries ascertained. 10. That, alter 
king William and the piincess Anne, the 
crown lie limiteil to the princess Sopliia ot 
Hanover, and the heirs of her body, being 
protestants. ITiese resolutions foun the 
basis of tho Act of SettUnn'r/, and do 
honour to the con.stifu!ionnI spirit of the 
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tones, who risked the fatour of the king 
by their introduction. 

A protOjit of the duchess of Savoy, daugh- 
ter to the princess Henrietta, duchesii of 
Orleans, (who was the youngest daughter of 
Charles 1^ and next in blood to the crown of 
England, against altering the succession. 

20. Both houses address the king on the 
ill consequences of the treaty of partition, 
and the danger to British interests, from 
the presence of foreigners in his councils. 

27. A proclamation fur apprehending 
John Glover, Alexander (fitting, William 
Ady, and William Clifton, for ofTering 
bribes to procure the election of burgesses 
to serve in parliament. 

1 4. Lord Somers heard at the bar 
of the commons against a pending im- 
peacliment, for his lordship's advising the 
partition treaty. 

23. The commons addressed his majesty 
to remove from his councils lord Somers, 
earl of Oxford, and lord Halifax, who ad* 
vised that ]>ernicioiis partition treaty ; as 
also the earl of Portland, who concluded 
if. The commons had resolved to impeach 
these noblemen, passing <»ver, however, with 
manifest partiality, the earl of Jersey and 
sir Josejih Wilhumsou, who were ahke 
privy to the transaction. 

Captain William Kidd, Gabriel 
Lott, Hugh Parrott, and Darby Mullins 
were convicted of piracy at the Admiralty- 
sessions, held at the Old Bailey, and were 
hanged at Execution-dock on the 23rd in- 
stant. Kidd had obtained, at the instance 
of lords Somers, Romney, Oxford, and 
Bellamont, who anticipated a share in his 
captures, a commission to cruise against 
pirates in the Indian seas ; but instead of 
accounting to his employers, Kidd ha<l 
turned pirate himKelf, and divided the spoil 
between himself and crew. 

Kkntish Pkti'i ION.--A j ctition was pre- 
sented to the house of commons from the 
justices of peace and grand-jury, at the 
quarter-sessions hehl at Maidstone, advis- 
ing the commons, among other things, to 
turn their addresses into bills of supply, 
and enable his Majesty to assist his al> 
li» s before it is too late.” The comn.ons, 
exasperated at the boldness of this remon- 
strance, v(>ted it scandalous, insolent, and 
seditious, and ordered those gentl men 
who brought it to be taken into custody; 
namely, William (’olepepper, Thomas Cole- 
pepper, David Polhill, Justinian Champ- 
ney, and William Hamilton, esqM. The 
serjeant-at-arms afterwards acquainted the 
house that there u as such a mob gathered 
alroiit the petitioners, that he apprehended 
a rescue* U] on sending the Kentish pe- 
titioners to the Gatehouse, came out a libel, 
intituled, ** Legion,” asserting that Mu; 
commons have nu right ht int|risoii any 


but their own members. It concluded,— 
For EngliKhmen are no more to be slaves 
to parliaments than to kings : — our name is 
‘ Legion,* ami we are many.” Its author 
was the celebrated Daniel de Foe. The 
po])ular current was beginning to set 
strongly in favour of a war with France, 
and the whigs were recovering their po- 
pularity. 

14. Articles of impeachment were car- 
ried up, against lord Somers, by Mr. Har- 
court, wherein he was charged with advis- 
ing the partition-treaty, and affixing the 
great seal to it, without the knowledge of 
the other lords -justices or privy council ; 
nor did he cause the treaty to be enrolled 
in chancery, as usual. That he passt'd 
many exorbitant grants from the crown ; 
that he procured the commission for cap- 
tain Kidd, the pirate, and was to have 
shared the spoil with him ; and that he 
had made divers arbitrary and illegal or- 
ders when he was lord-chancellor. Similar 
charges were alleged against the other im- 
peaclu tl lords. 

June 12, Act of settlement receives the 
royal assent. Also an act for appointing 
wardens and a88ay-ma.stet8 for assaying 
wrought plate in the cities of Kxeter, York 
Bristol, Chester, and Norwich. 

13, Dispute op thk Two Hocsks. — 
The lords sent a message to tlte com mo ns 
with their resolutions, — 1. That no lord 
of parliament, impeached for high ciimes 
and misdemeanors, and coming to his trial, 
shall, ujum his trial, be witlumtlhe bar. 2. 
That no lord of parliament, impeached of 
high crimes and misdemeanors, can he pre- 
cluded from voting on any occasion, except 
in bis own trial; and that they had ap- 
pointed Tuesilay, the 17th instant, for the 
trial of lord Somers. The ct)mmons an- 
swered, that, inasmuch as the impeachi;d 
lords were to he allowed to vote for one 
another at their trials, for this and other 
reasons, tliey did not think fit to appear at. 
the tiiui. At a confcr<Mice, lield the same 
day, between the two liouses, in relation to 
the trial of the impeached lords, lord 11a- 
versham said, they (their lordships) hope 
justice shall never he made use of as a 
mask for any design ) and that it was de- 
monstration that the commons themselves 
thought the impeached lords innocent. 
Whereupon the commons immediately 
witiidrew from the conference, and a charge 
Wtth drawn up against lord Ilavershain, 
and fent up to the lords by sir Christopher 
Musgrave ; and the commons refused tc 
come to any furth«^r conference with the 
lords till justice was done upon lord IL^vvr- 
sham for the indignity offered to the house 
of commons. 

14. Artich-s were carried up against lord 
lialiTax by Mr. Bridges. 
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June 17. The lords proceeded to the trial | 
of lord Somers in Westmiuster-hall ; and 
the commons not ap])earing, they aicquitted 
him, by a majority of 56 to 31, and diS- 
missed the impeachment. 

20, The commons resolved. That the 
lords had refused justice to the commons, 
on the impeachment uj^ainst lord Somers 
by clenyinj^ to settle the preliminaries to 
the trial, by a committee of both houses, 
and afterwards proceedin^r to a pretended 
trial of the said lord, which could tend only 
to protect him from justice, by colour of 
an illegal accpiittal ; and that all the ill 
consequences which mi^ht at this time at- 
tend the delay of the supplies given by the 
commons were to l>e imputed to those who, 
to procure an indemnity for their own 
em>rmous crimes, had used their utmost 
endeavours to make a breach between the 
two houses. The same day, the lords sent 
the commons a message that they intended 
to proceed to the trial of the earl of Or- 
ford on Moiulay next, and sent them also 
a co]iy of lord Mavershani’s answer. The 
coiiimoiis ordered tliat none of their mem- 
bers should presume to appear at I he pre- 
teinlerl trial of the earl of Orford. 

23. Tlie lords resolved, That the resolu- 
tions of the coinmuns, of the 20th instant, 
contained most unjiiNt reflections on the 
bouse of peers, and were contrived to cover 
their atiected aiul unreasonable delays in 
j)rosecuting tlie impeaclied lor<ls, and ilid 
inanilestly ten«l to the destruction of the 
judicature of the lords, ^c. ; and that all 
tlu; ill consi,*(jueiices attending the defer- 
ring the supplies, were to be attributed 
to the fatal council of putting off' the 
luietiug of the parliament, and the uu- 
nec(‘ssary delays of the commons. The 
same day the b.rds unanimously acquitted 
tlie earl of Orford, us they had done lord 
S. liners. 

2 1. The lords ordered the charge against 
b>r«l Uttversham, and the imjicacliments 
against the earl of Porrhiiid and lord Hali- 
I'x, to be dismissed, tor want of prosecution 
by the commons. 

In this dispute it seems to have been 
agreed, both by the lords and commons, that 
tin* partition treaties were of pi ruicioiiH cou- 
t'Cipience, ainl that the transacting them 
privately, without communicating tliem to 
the privy-council, wus a high misdemeanor 
in those that advised ami transactid them. 
But whether the commons apprehended 
that llu* peers, who were generally in the 
interest of the old whig ministry, would 
lint pass any severe ceiisuic on the im- 
peached ards, or for what other reason, is 
Uncertain commons seem to have 

'reu a little dilatory in their proceedings, 
uu(i might iwssibly de.sigu that the lords 

loiud have Lain under these iinircuchments 


I during the recess parliament ; there 
might be also something of party in the 
case ; the impeached lords were the chiefs 
of the whigH, and hud long reigned at couit 
without control, and the toiies who suc- 
ceeded them might have a view of prevent- 
ing their return to their posts, us well as 
bringing them to justice. 

Jw/y 1. King William sailed for Hol- 
land. 

15. An alliance formed between Wil- 
liam, the king of Denmark, and the Slates, 
and Denmark engaged to furnish 3000 
horse, 1000 dragoons, and 8000 foot, in 
consideration of receiving a subsidy of 

300.000 crowns a year during the war. 

The king of Sweden defeated the 

Saxons, and on the 30th gave them a 
.second defeat. 

The French king recalled his amba.s- 
sadors from the Hague. 

Juff. 5 Prince Eugene, at the head of 

40.000 imperialists, invades Italy, to esta- 
blish the claims of the Emperor to tlie 
Spanish territories there. 

Sept. 16. King James II. died at St. 
Germains, in the f)8ti\ year of his age. 
His body was deposited in the monastery 
of the Benedictines in Paris, and his heart 
sent to the nunnery of Chaillot. Sunk into 
the most abject extreme of sujierstition, he 
seemed to have relinquished the hope, and 
almost the wish, to recover his former 
greatness. He had become a Jesuit, and 
rarely failed making an annual vi^it to t)ie 
abbey of La Trappe, practising all the 
austerities enjoined upon that rigid order. 
This, with liunti ug, his favourite amuse- 
ment, were the sole occupations of his latter 
days. Upon his death, the French king 
iniiiieiiiatoly caused his son to be proclaimed 
king of Fhiglaiul, Scotland, and Ireland, 
by the name of James III. Wlieveiqon 
king William sent an express to tin* earl of 
Manchester, his amliassador at Paris, to 
retnra to England, without taking leave of 
that court ; ami ordered Mons. Poiivsiii, 
the French secretary in England, to depart 
the kingdom. 

King William concluded an alliance 
with the Emperor and the Statcs-Geueral 
against France, which obtained the name 
of “ The Grand Alliance.” The main 
objects of the contracting parties were to 
procure the Spanish Netherlands for a 
harrier for the Dutch; and the duchy of 
Milan, the kingdom of Naples and Sicily, 
and the Spanish places on the coast of 
Tuscany, for the Emperor; that the F'ng- 
lish uni lltitch should possess .such places 
as they could take from the Spaniards in 
the Indies ; and that none of the parties 
should make peace without the consent ol 
the other, nor before they had obi.dned s.i- 
tisfactioii for the Emperor ntid a security 
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for the dominions and trade of the Kn^^lish 
and Dutch. It was further agreed that the 
crowns of France and Spain should never 
be united under the same prince ; or the 
French ever be suffered to trade to the 
Indies. Lastly, all princes and states, par- 
ticularly the princes of Germany, should be 
invited into this alliance. 

King William lay dangerously ill in 
Holland for some time, af(er the conclusion 
of this treaty, but his illness was industri- 
ously concealed. 

Oc/. The Germans gained several advan- 
tages over the French in Italy; but there 
happened no decisive action. 

iVbu. 5. William returned from Holland. 

11. A proclamation for dissolving the 
present parliament. 

/Jec. 30, Tile new parliament met, and 
the usual trial of strength between the par- 
ties took place on the choice of a speaker, 
the whigs carrying it in hivour of Mr. 
HarU‘ 3 ", in opposition to sir Thomas Lit- 
tleton, by 2^16 to 212. The king, in a spirited 
address, called upon both houses to assist 
him in opposing tlie ambitious and perfidi- 
ous designs ol France. If you do,” said 
the king, “ in good earnest doire to see 
Kngland hold the balance of Kurope, and 
to be indeed at the head of the p:otestant 
interest, it will appear by your right im- 
proving the present opportunity.’* Ad- 
dresses, ill answer, were presented, in ac- 
cordance wi'h the royal speech. 

1702. Jan. 4. The earl of Manchester was 
made secretary of state j the duke of Somer- 
set, lord-president of the council. The great 
seal was offered to lord Somers ; and the 
earl of Carlisle succeeded Godulphiii ; so 
that it became again a whig administration. 

10. Kesolved, tliat the proportion of 
land-forces, to act in conjunction with the 
allies, should be 40,000 nu>n ; and that 
40,000 men should he raised for the sea 
service. 

F(^b. Marshal Villeroy, general of the 
French and Spanish armies iu Italy, was 
Kuqirised at Cremona in his bed, and taken 
prisoner by the Imperialists under prince 
Kugene ; but some of the Imperial troops 
not coming up so soon as was designed, 
the Imperialists were forced to quit the 
town again, though they brought olf the 
marshal. 

Prince Eugene, with a small body of 
troops, entered Cremona in the night, by a 
siibterraqeous passage, which had formerly 
been an aqueduct; and bad it not been 
for the resistance he met with from two 
Irisli battalions, and a thick misi^ iu which 
those that were to support him lost their 
way, he had continued master of the place. 

26. King William, riding from Ken* 
sington towards Hampton - court, was 
thrown from his horse, and broke his 


collar bone. He was carried to Ilampfon- 
Cuiirt, where the bone was set, and then 
returned to Kensington the same evening. 

J/ar. 2. The king was so weak that he 
was forced to stamp his name on a com- 
mission lor giving the royal assent to acts 
of parliament. The last act so passed was 
that enjoining the taking the abjuration 
oath 

6. The king had a succession of fits 
which took away all hope of his recovery. 
The earl of Albemarle arrived with grati- 
fying news of the posture of affairs on the 
Continent ; but he received the intelligence 
without visible emotion, and soon after- 
wards said, Je tire vers ma fin.” 

8. About eight o’clock in the morning, 
king William died at Kensington, being ni 
the 52nd year of his age, and the 14th of 
his reign, and was buried in Henry Vllth’s 
chapel, Westminster-abbey, He received 
the sacrament about five the same morning 
at the hands of the archbishop of Canter- 
bury. Breathing with great difficulty, be 
asked Dr. Biiiloo *• how long this could 
last to which be answered, Perhaps 
an hour.” But the king offering his pulse, 
said, “ I do nut die yet.” .4fter taking an 
affectionate leave of the earl of Portland, 
he expired in the arms of one of his pages. 
On his left arm was foyad a riband, to 
which was fastened a ring, enclosing a luck 
of the late queen Mary’s hair — a proof of 
the tender regard he entertained for her 
memory. 

This prince was the posthumous sou of 
William prince of Orange, by the priiiceKs 
Mary, eldest daughter of Chailes I. On the 
4th of November, 1677, he married his first 
cousin, the princess Mary, eldest daughter 
of James duke of Yoik (afterwards king of 
England). She died on the 28tli of De- 
cember, 1694, by whom he had no issue ; 
neither had he any natural issue. In his 
person he was not above the middle 
pale, thin, and valetudinary. He had an 
aquiline nose, sparkling eyes, a large 
forehead, and a grave aspect. He was very 
sparing of speech; his conversation diy 
and circumspect ; his manner cold and 
disagreeable except in battle, when his de- 
port nient was free and animated. In cou- 
rage and fortitude he was pre-eminent ; 
and the neglect of his education was sup- 
plied by attentive oliservation and great 
uaturjil sagacity. His chief defects were 
ambition ; a reserve too nearly allieil to 
suspicion and dissimulation ; a fidelity in 
friendship, to prejudice and partiality. He 
was tolerant in religion from urinciple ; as 
Charles II. had been from iimiffereiicc. 

STATUTES IN THIS RRION. 

W. & M., Cap. 12. Gives several pre- 
miums for exporting corn and grain ; namely 



WILLIAM III. A.D. 1702. 




59 . a qiiarfci fut wheat ; 3#. 6r/., for rve ; 
2*. Od, a quarter for malt and barley ; when 
wheat is under 40«. a quarter, rye, 32s., 
and malt and barley under 24s. a quarter. 

Cap. IS. Repeals all the acts requiring 
dissenters to conform ; usually styled the 
Tuleratiou Act. 

Cap. 2f). Gives the presentations belong- 
ing to papists to the universities. 

Sess. 2., cap. 2. /ft// of Rights. — Con- 

firms the rights and liberties of the subject 
and settles the crov/n on king William and 
queen Mary, and afterwards on the prin- 
cess of Denmark, excluding papists. 

3 W. & M., cap. 3. Settles 4s. an acre 
for the tithe of flax and hemp ; which is 
raised to 5s. by 1 1 and 12 W. III. 

3 & 4 W. & M., cap. 9. Takes away 
clergy from those that rob houses or out- 
houses of the value of 5s. in the daytime ; 
and it is made felony for a person to rob 
his lodgings. 

Cap. 20. A penalty of 20/. is inflicted 
for hunting in parks, and 30/. for every 
deer killed. 

Cap. 11. Declares what shall make a 
person an inhabitant, namely, executing 
some annual ofliee, paying to the rates, or 
serving a year in any parish. 

Cap. 12, Settles the rates of carriage of 
goods, and gives further rules for mending 
highways. 

Cap. 14. Makes void all wills of land 
against creditors upon bond or specialty. 

4 W. & M., cap. 4. Directs special bail 
to be taken in the country. 

Cap. 8. Gives a reward of 40/. for tak- 
ing a highwayman, with his horse, arms, 
money, and effects about him. 

Cap. 16. Gives lands mortgaged u se- 
cond time to the second mortgagee, &c. 

Cap. 21. Makes the delivery of a de- 
claration to the gaoler or his servant, a 
good service to the prisoner. 

Cap, 23. Gives a penalty against un- 
qualified persons having game in their 
custody ; namely, not under hs., or more 
than 20^., for every hare, partridge, &c. 
found in their custody ; and such persons 
keeping dogs, nets, snares, &c., are subject 
to the like penalty. None shall keep any 
net, angle, or engine, for taking fish, but 
the owners of fisheries and rivers. Inferior 
tradesmen, apprentices, &c. fishing or 
fowling, subject to the above- said penal- 
ties, and to pay full costs jn actions of tres- 
pass. 

5 & 6 W. & M., cap. 22. Seven hundred 
hackney-conches lictMised in London to pay 
50/. each for their license, and 4/. per an- 
num. Stage-coaches to pay 8/. per annum. 

6 W. /fc M., cap. 2. Trienniai Act . — 
No parliament to continue more than three 
years, aud to be held once in three years at 
least. 


6 & 7 W. A pcualfy of 2s. fwr every 
oath or curse ; on the common people. Is. 

7 W., cap. 3. Treason Act . — The prisoner 
in treason to have a copy of the indict- 
ment, a copy of the pannel ; counsel to be 
assigned him ; and two witnesses, examined 
on oath, necessary to convict. L’lion the 
trial of a peer, all the peers to be summon- 
ed ; whereas, before, the king appointed a 
certain number, usually between twenty or 
thirty, to try a nobleman. 

Cap. 4. Candidates bribing or treating 
their electors after the writs are out, disabled 
to serve in parliament. 

Cap. C. Small tithes may be recovered 
by a warrant from two justices of peace. 

7 & 8 W., cap. 7. A returning-officer 
returning a member contrary to the last 
determination of the house of commons, 
shall pay double damages and costs to the 
patty duly elected. All securities for pro- 
curing a return are void, and the party 
giving such security, furfeits 300/. 

Cap. 15. The parliament to assemble 
and sit six months on a demise of the 
crown, unless sooner dissolved by the suc- 
cessor. 

Cap. 21. A bounty of 40s. per annum is 
given to every seaman who shall register 
himself in the royal navy, and those are 
incapable of being officers who arc not re- 
gistered. Registered men entitled to ho 
provided for in Greemvich-hospital, and ex- 
empted from parish offices ; nor shall they 
be obliged to serve as bind soldiers. Kvery 
seaman shall allow 6r/. a month, out of his 
pay, for the support of Greenwich-hospital. 

Cap. 22. Merchandise shall be imported 
and exported to and from the British plan 
tations in British-built ships, and navigated 
by three-fourths British niiuiners, on pain 
of forfeiture of the ^hip and goods. No 
person shall sell his plantation to a fo 
reigner. 

Cup. 25* Contains directions to the re- 
turning- officers for the election of mem- 
heis of parliament. 

Cap. 34. Knacts that a qiiaker’s affir- 
mati ui shall be taken instead of an oath. 

Cap. 3). Makes a penalty of llUl/. 
where the parson marries a person without 
license or bans. The married couple for- 
feit 10/.; the clerk, sexton, and us.dstants, 
5/. each. 

Cap. 37. The king is empowered to li- 
cense persons to purchase lands in mort- 
main for charitable uses. 

Cap. 30. Irish hemp, flax, thread, yaro, 
and linen may be imported, and English 
sail-cloth’cxportcd, custom free. 

8 & 9 VV., cap. II. Provision is made 
against frivolous and vexatious suits. 

Cap. 16. Justices of peace at the quarter- 
sessions are eiiipoweied to make orders for 
enlarging highways. 
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Cap. 27. Creditors are relieved against 
escapes from prison^ and pretended privi- 
leged places. 

Cap. 30. Poor people are allowed to re- 
move to other parishesi on bringing certifi- 
cates with them, owning them inhabitants ; 
and persons receiving collections, are re- 
quired to wear badges. Justices of peace 
are empowered to give costs in appeals 
concerning settlements of the poor, and 
persons refusing to take poor children ap- 
prentices, forfeit 104 

Cap. 31. Co-partners and joint-tenants 
are compellable to make partition. 

Cap. 32. The number of brokers is re- 
strained, and rules made to prevent the ill 
practices of brokers and stock-jobbers. 

Cap. 36. The manufacture of lustrings 
and alamodes in this kingdom is encou- 
raged, and the importation of foreign 
lustrings restrained. 

0 & 10 W., cap. 11. No certificate man 
shall gain a settlement unless he execute 
some annual office or lease, 104 per annum. 

Cap. 15. Submissions to arbitration may 
be made lubis of court. 

Cap. 17. Inland bills of exchange may 
be protested us foreign bills are. 

Cup. 27. Hawkers and pedlars to pay 
44 annually for liceuvses for every horse, 
ass, or mule, drawing or carrying goods. 

Cap. 28. Watches, sword-hilts, and 
other silver manufactures are jjennitted to 
be exported. 

Cap. 32, Persons denying any of the 
persons of the Holy Trinity to be God, or 
affirming there are more gods than one, or 
denying the (Christian religion to be true, 
or the scriptures of Divine Authority, are 
rendered incapable of any ofiice, ecclesias- 
tical, civil, or military. The information to 
be within four days, and prosecution, within 
three months. Since repealed, so far as re- 
spects the denial of the Trinity. 

10 & 11 W. Any person keeping a lot- 
tery, forfeits 5004, and the person drawitig 
or throwing at it, 204 

Cap. 23. Clergy taken away from per- 
sons stealing anything privately out of 
houses or out-houses, of the \ alue of five 
shillings, whether the place be broken or 
not i but a felon discovering two of his ac- 


complices, shall have a pardon. Persons 
prosecuting felons, exemx)ted from parish 
and ward offices. 

11 & 12 W., cap. 4. A reward of 100/. 
given for taking a popish priest, and such 
priest or schoolmaster shall sufier perpetual 
imprisonment. Every papist who .shall not 
wiihin six months after eighteen years of 
age take the oaths, shall be disabled to in 
herit lands or tenements; but the same 
shall go to the next of kin, being a prci- 
testant ; and no papist, or any in trust for 
him, shall purchase auy lands or profits out 
of them. Popish parents of protestant 
children may be compelled to allow them a 
maintenance by the lord-chancellor. By 
disqualifying papwls from the purchase of 
lands, the object was doubtless to expel 
them the country ; but the severity of this 
statute was much mitigated by the con- 
struction of the judges. 

Cap. 6. Natives of the British do- 
minions enabled to inherit the estates oi 
their ancestors, notwithstanding the father 
or mother were aliens. 

Cap. 1 0. Wrought silks'of Persia, China, 
and lirdia, and painted calicoes prohibited 
to be worn in England, but may be brought 
in and re-exported. 

Cap. 12. Authorizes every person op- 
pressed by a governor of the plautatiuns, 
to prosecute them in the courts at West- 
nun ster, 

(’ap. 20. Exempts all woollen maiuifac- 
tures, corn, grain, bread, biscuit, and meal 
exported, from all manner of iluties. 

Cap. 21. Contains rules for the govern- 
meiit of watermen on the river Thames. 

12 VV., cap. 2. Act of Settlement. — 
page 289. 

Cap. 3. Actions may be brought against 
members of parliament forty days after a 
prorogiition or dissolution. 

Cap. 7. Provision is made for preserving 
the Cotton-library. 

13 W.) cap. 6. Requires all persons in 
office, and members of the universities 
above eighteen, attornies and schoolmasters 
to take the oath, abjuring the claims of 
the Stuarts ; as also peers and members ol 
parliament. 


>’AXI£S AND REVBNUR. 

The income of England in the year 1701 was as follows : — 


Customs . 
Excise 

Post-office, &c. 
Land-tax, 2#. in 
Miscellanies 

• • • • 

• * • • 

the pound 

• • • • 

jf. 

1,539,100 

986,004 

130,399 

989,96.5 

249)737 


Income at the Revolutiou 

3,895,205 

2,001,8.55 


Increase at the death of William . 

£1,893,350 
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The total sums received by king William during the course of his reign were as 
follow — 


Customs • • # 

Kxcise • • • 

Land-tax • • • 

Polls 

Tax on marriages, births, and deaths • 
Miscellanies (inclusive of permanent loans) 
Temporary loans unpaid • • 


£. 

13,296,83.3 

13,649,328 

19,174,059 

2,557,642 

275,517 

9,745,300 

13,348,680 


£72,047,359 


NATIONAL DKUT. 

The public debt at the Revolution of 1688 was inconsiderable: it amounted to 
664,263/. ; the interest, to 39,855/. During the fourteen years of William III.’s reign, 
it increased to 16,394,701/., and the interest, to 1,310,9424 Of this debt, about one- 
fourth was funded, and a permanent provision of interest provided ; of the remainder 
three-fourths consisted of annuities on lives or terms of years that would be extinguished 
by the operation of the funds to which they were charged, and the unfunded debt., 
chiefly arrears, on account of the army, navy, and ordnance. 

The following is the state of the N^ational Debt, December Slst, 1701 


1‘KRPETUAL FUNDED DEBT: 


1. — ^To the Bank of England, being their original 

stock bearing interest at 8 per cent. • 

2. — To the East India Company, being their oviglnal 

stock at 8 per cent. . . . 

3. — Bankers’ debts, incurred by shutting the Ex- 

chequer . « • . 


£. 

1,200,000 

2 , 000,000 

664,000 


Total funded debt 
Terminal annuities and debts 
Unfunded debt . 


3,864,263 

9,861,047 

2,669,391 


Total 


, £16.394,701 


The causes assigned for the augmenta- 
tion of the debt in king William’s reign 
were the following: — 1. The total inade- 
(juacy of the taxes to meet the necessary 
ex)>eiises of the State, and the reluctance a 
iiew government felt to impo.se such bur- 
thens on the nation as would raise the 
nee<lfiil supplies within the year. 2. The 
expenses ot the Revolution itself were con- 
siilerable. To the Dutch alone were voted 
600,000/. for the aimameiit they had fitted 
out to bring about that event. The reduc- 
tion of Ireland was attended with great 
charges ; nor were the partisans of James 
II. driven out of Scotland without ex- 
pense. 3, The loss and expense of the 
great recoinage, which amounted to the 
enormous sum of 2,4 15,140/. 4. The wars 
of the king. These formed the last and 
chief cause of the national encumbrances, 


by not only entailing a vast additional ex- 
pense in military and naval preparations, 
but operating very destructively on the 
commerce and industry of the kingdom. 

The ruinous effects of William s wars are 
shown by the following comparison of the 
amount of tonnage that cleared outwards, 
in the year 1688. an«l the year before tlie 
conclusion of the peace of Rvswick. in 
1697. 

Years. Tonnage, Value of C<irgoes. 

1688 285,800 4,086,087 

1696 174,791 2,729,520 

The naval force of France and England 
was then nearly equal, each lowing a fleet 
of about 100 ships of war, of difl’erent rates, 
from 40 to 108 guns. 
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ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND HOLLAND. 

{Ftom Gregory King's ** Political Conclusions*’ — Chalmcr''s Estimate,0e(lit. 1804.; 

The State and Condition of the Three Nations, of England, France, and Holland, com- 
pared one with another, in 1695. — The expense of the Three Nations in Diet, 
are thus estimated : — 



Fuglutul. 

Franco. 

Holland. 

III all. 

1 In bread, bread-corn,] 
cakes, biscuit, pastry, pud- ( 
<ling, and all things made j 
of meal or flour . . J 

£. 

4,300,000 

£. 

10,600,000 

£, 

1,400,000 

£. 

16,300,000 

2. In beef, mutton, veal,| 
lamb, pigs, pork, bacon, > 
kids, venison, conies . 1 

3,300,000 

5,600,000 

800,000 

10 ,000,000 

3. In butter, cheese, & milk . 

2,300,000 

4,200,000 

600,000 

7,100,000 

4. In malt drink, or beerl 
and ale only . . . . ) 

5,800,000 

100,000 

1 ,200,000 

7,100,0ud 

5. In wine, brandy, spirits,^ 
and strong liquors, cider, 1 
perry, mum, mead, mc-| 
theglin, and made wines • ' 

1 

1,300,000 

9,000,000 

400,000 

10,600,000 

1 

G, In flsh, fowls, and eggs • 

1,700,000 

3,900,000 

1 ,100,000 

6,500,000 

7, In fruit, roots, and gar-1 
deii-stuff . , , / 

1 ,200,000 

3,600,000 

400,000 

5,200,000 

8 . In salt, oil, pickles, spi- 
ces, •grocery, and confec-1 
tionary ware, jellies, sweet- j 
meats, &c. • . . ' 

1 ,100,000 

3,000,000 

300,000 

4,400,000 

£ 

21 ,000,000 

40,000,000 

6 ,200,000 

67,200.000 


Hence we may observe, that if England contain 5,500,000 souls, France, 13^ mil- 
lions, and Holland, 2, ‘200, 000, then each head spends, in diet, one with another, 
3/. l.v. 4c/. per annum: viz.— each he.ad, in England, 3/. lf)». 5c/. ; in France, 2/. 16#. 'Id., 
in Holland, ‘2/. 16#. 5c/. .According to the following scheme 
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Gref?ory King, who was contemporary 
with William II I., estimates, that from 1688 
to 1695, Englaifd had decreased in peopl 
50,000; France, 500,000; and Hollam 
(the only party who profited by the war) 
had increased 40,000. 

MEN OF LETTERS. 

Sir William Petty, a practical philoso- 
pher of great ingenuity and variety of ta- 
lent, 1623 — 1687. “Political Arithmetic;** 
“ Verbum Sapienti an account of the 
national wealth and expenditure, with a 
method of equalizing taxation. Petty was 
createil M.D., and was chosen M.P. for 
West Looc, in the parliament convened in 
January, 1658. He was also employed as 
commissioner in the settlement of forfeited 
estates in Ireland. 

Sir William Davcnant, dramatic poet, 
1605 — 1688. By grant of Charles IL, 
Davenant became patentee of a tVieatre in 
Lincoln’s Inn-fields, which he opened with 
an operatical drama of his own, called “ The 
Siege of Rhodes.” 

Henry More, divine and Platonist, 1614 
— 1687. “ Knehiridion Ethicum,” and 

** Divine Dialogues,” 2 vols., folio. 

Dr. Leighton, an exemplary prelate of 
the Scotch ejiiscopal church, 1613 — 1684. 
Son of the Scotch divine so cruelly punished 
by the Star-chamber in 1630. An edition 
of Dr. Leighton's works, 6 vols., 8vo., 1808. 

Ralph Cud worth, a learned divine and 
metaphysical writer, 1617— 1688. “The 
Intellectual System of the Universe; the 
First Part, wherein all the Reason and 
Philosophy of Atheism is Confuted, and 
its Impossibility Demonstrated,” folio, 
1678; “A Treatise on Moral Good and 
Evil “ A Treatise of Liberty and Ne- 
cessity with others, among the unpub- 
lishtMl MSS. of the British Museum. 

Sir William Temple, eminent diplomatist 
and statesman, 1628 — 1701. “ Observa- 
tions on the United Provinces.’* “ Mis- 
cellanies,” 2 vols., 4to. ; or in 4 vols., 8vo. 

Thomas Sydenham, physician and me- 
dical writer, 1624 — 1689. 

John Bunyan, 1628 — 1688. ‘‘The Pil- 
grim’s Progress ; ’* “ Grace Abounding to 
the Chief of Sinners:*’ the last, a kind of 
autobiography of this popular allegorical 
writer. 

Thomas Otway; “Venice Preserved;” 
“ The Orphans;” “ Don Carlos;” 165J— 
1684. His works, three vols., 8vo., 1812. 
by Mr. Thornton. 

Nathaniel Lee, “The Rival Queens;** 
Theodosius, or the Force of Love 1656 
--1692. 

John Dryden, eminent poet, translator, 
and miscellaneous writer, 1631 — 1701. 
“Absalom and Achitophel;” “ Religio 
Laici “ The Hind and Panther ;** “Alex- 


ander’s Feast ;** “ Mac Flecknoe,” &c., with 
many others. Works by Malone and by Sir 
Walter Scott, 1818, 18 vols., 8vo. 

Robert Brady, physician and historian ; 
died in 1700. “Treatise on Burghs;” 
“ Introduction to English History," in 
ivhich Dr. Brady tries to prove that all 
English liberty has been concession from 
the crown. 

John Tillotson, an eminent controversial 
prelate and composer of sermons, 1630 — 
1694. 

Richard Baxter, a celebrated non-con- 
formi.st divine, 1615 — 1691. “ Saints' 

Everlasting Rest;*’ “ Call to the Un- 
converted.” 

Robert Boyle, a distinguished writer on 
natural philosophy, and author of several 
theological works, 1627 — 1691. He was 
the seventh son of the first carl of Cork, 
and founder of a Lecture (of 50/. a year) 
in defence of Christianity. 

PROGRESS OP BANKING. 

It appears that, prior to the year 1640, 
the Royal Mint had been used as a kind 
of bank or deposit for merchants to lodge 
their cash in ; but Charles I. having in 
that j’ear made a forcible application of the 
money, under the pretext of a loan to assist 
in the war against the Scots, the Mint lost 
its credit as a bank of deposit. After this, 
the merchants and traders in London ge- 
nerally trusted their cash with their ser- 
vants till the breaking out of the civil war, 
when their clerks and apprentices frequent- 
ly left their masters to join the contending 
parties. Upon which, in such uqpettled 
times, merchants, not daring to confide in 
their servants, began, about the year 16 15, 
to deposit their cash with the goldsmiths, 
both to receive and pay for them. Until 
then the business of goldsmiths had been 
solely confined to dealing in plate and 
foreign coins. 

The goldsmiths gradually assumed the 
more regular functions of bankers ; they 
began to discount bills, to make advances 
to necessitous merchants (weekly or month- 
ly), and to receive the rtuits of gentlemeirs 
estates (remitted to town), allowing iii- 
toreiit to all who entrusted them with mo- 
ney, however short the period of deposit. 
This was found a great convenience ; 
their tran.sactions cxtend«<l, a»id they rose 
ill reputation till the year 1667, when the 
Dutch burnt our sliips at Chatham, which 
caused a sudden n//i on the bankers, and 
impaired their credit and resources. 

It was not, however, till the year 16/- 
that they were entirely broken up. In that 
year, Charles 11. was so ill-advised as to 
shut the Exchequer and seize the treMSure 
deposited there, intended for the payment 
of the interest and loans advanced by 
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bankers and other wealthy persons to go- 
vernment. The common practice had been 
to advance money to the government upon 
the security of the supplies voted by par- 
liament ; and it was repaid as the produce 
of the grants came into the Exchequer. By 
these advances the bankers received from 
8 to 10 per cent, for money which their cus- 
tomers had placed in their hands without 
interest, or which they had borrowed at 
the legal rate of 6 per cent. As the pay- 
ments came weekly from the Exchequer to 
the bankers, they were thereby enabled to 
answer the interest and other demands of 
their creditors ; which now failing, they 
could neither pay principal nor interest to 
the crowds of creditors by whom they were 
besieged. The sums of which they were de- 
frauded amounted to 1,328.526/. By this ty- 
rannical act of Charles, ten thousand fami- 
lies were involved, and many of them entirely 
ruined. The king was afterward.s neces- 
sitated to pay au interest of 6 per cent., for 
this plunder, out of the hereditary excise ; 
the principal was never paid, though a 
moiety of it was subsequently incorporated 
into the national debt, and, finally, sub- 
scribed into the South-sea capital stuck 
in the year 17 ‘20. 

From this period the business of private 
banking appears to have been separated 
from that of the goldsmiths, and carried on 
as a distinct pursuit, nearly upon the prin- 
ciples of modern bankers, with the excep- 
tion that they received interest on deposits. 

No successful attempt had yet been 
made to establish a joint-stock or incorpo- 
rate btfhk. Soon after the Restoration it was 
proposed to erect an Office of Credit for the 
reception of goods and merchandise ; fer 
the appraised value of which, notes were to 
be issued, which, it was imagined, the mer- 
chant would find less difficulty in negotiat- 
ing, than in borrowing upon the goods 
themselves. In 1678 J)r. Lewis, an emi- 
nent clergyman, published his Model of a 
Banky with observations on the great ad- 
vantages that would result from it to tlie 
crown and the people. But with the recent 
example of the plunder of the Exchequer, 
and under the rash and needy administra- 
tion of Charles 1 1., it was out likely such 
proposals would be encouraged by the 
public; and it was only wi eu the country 
had acquired a more principled govern- 
ment that the project of a national bank 
succeeded. 

In 2694, the Bank of England was es- 
tablished, and the national bank of Scot- 


land in the following year. These great 
chartered bodies were formed upon the 
model of those in Italy, Spain, and the 
Low Countries. That of Scotland was pro- 
jected by an Englishman named Holland ; 
that of England, liy William Paterson, a 
Scotchman, who was afterwards engaged 
in the unfortunate attempt to establish a 
colony at Darien. The chief objects of the 
English bank were to supply the deficiency 
of money and the necessities of govern- 
ment. Nothing can more clearly show the 
low state of public credit at the time, and 
the scarcity of specie, than the terms jiar- 
liament were compelled to grant. For the 
sake of receiving 1, *200, 000/., government 
agreed to pay not only interest at the rate 

eijht per cent., and 4000/. foi the ex- 
pense of management — in all, 100,000/. — 
but the subscribers were to be incorporated 
for carrying on the trade of banking. They 
were entitled, however, to no exclusive pri- 
vileges in banking, and were prohibited 
from engaging in any commercial uiuler- 
;akiug other than dealing in bullion and 
bills of exchange. They were not allowed 
to advance any loan to the crown by way 
of auticipatioa, or on the credit of any 
branch of the ]»ublic revenue. They might 
advance money upon the security of goods 
pledged to them, and sell by auction such 
goods as were not redeemed within a spe- 
cified time. The charter was granted for 
only eleven years. 

The company fell into serious emliarrass- 
meiits soon after incorporation, and. in lieu 
of supporting the credit of the nation, it 
had great difficulty in supporting its own. 
During the great recoinage of 1696, the 
Bank was compelled to suspend the pay- 
ment of its notes. Owing to the judicious 
conduct of the directors, and the assistauc*^ 
of government, the Bank got over this her 
first crisis. But it was at the same time 
judged expedient, in order to place her in 
a situation better to withstand any future 
adverse circumstances, to increase her ca- 
pital from 1,200,000/. to 2,201,171/. Her 
capital was again doubled in 1708. Upon 
this occasion she obtained her most impor- 
tant privilege ; namely, that which pro- 
hibits the establishment of any rival bank- 
ing firm with more than six partners. This 
important immunity is said to have been 
obtained by the Mine -Adventure company 
having commenced banking business, and 
begun to issue notes. After this, nothing 
very particular occurs in the history of the 
Bank till a period long subsequent. 
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ANNE. A.D. 1702 to 1714. 

In the courts of the Continent the duke of Marlborough described queen 
Anne as “ a good sort of woman Pious, charitable; an affectionate wife 
and kind mother, she was more eminent for domestic than public virtues. 
In her disposition she generally inclined to mildness and placidity, though 
not exempt from fits of sullenness and resentment. Her understanding 
was naturally good, but little cultivated by learning ; nor did she exhil)it 
any marks of extraordinary genius or personal ambition. She leant u])on 
others, and neither possessed the dominant self-will nor mental vigour 
that trusts to its own povvers. Warmly attached to the church and the 
tones, she was not very tolerant of religious or civil liberty. Her notions 
of government were those of her family, — narrow and despotic. Dr. 
Sachevcrel was her model of spiritual conformity and obedience, and she 
countenanced several harsh attempts to check the growth of the dissenters. 
In principle, Anne was as pi one to arbitrariness as queen Elizabeth, but 
her actions were constrained by the imbecility of her mind ; and in 
strength of purpose, and tlie art of ruling, she was only a miniature repre- 
sentative of the great princess of whose character she was vain enough to 
he emulous. 

The transactions of this reign were only secondarily influenced by the 
personal qualities of the sovereign. The queen loved her own way, and, 
with the ordinary infirmity of conscious incapacity, was extremely jealous 
of any semblance of interference with the exercise of her authority ; yet 
she was the constant slave of favourites, who, in their turn, were the tools 
of intriguing ])oliticians. Though her preferences and dislikes had often 
no better foundation than the predilections of the toilet, it was upon them 
that the policy of her administration and the destinies of Europe ncpeiuled. 
By a chambermaid’s intrigue, Bolingbroke triumphed over his rival, the 
earl of Oxford. It was because the queen fondly doated on the duchess of 
Marlborough that her reign was “ adorned by the glories of Blenheim 
and Ramillies it was because Mrs. Abigail Masham artfully supplanted her 
benefactress in royal favour, that a stop w'as put to the war which ravaged 
the continent : it w as in great part owing to the influence of the duchess of 
Somerset, another favourite lady, that the queen did not attempt to recall 
her brother, the Chevalier St. George.* Thus probably a feeble-minded 
princess, influenced only by her waiting-women, determined that the Pk - 
tondcr should be excluded from England, a tory and high-church ministry 
formed, and a Bourbon seated beyond the Pyrenees. 

Of the twelve years of her majesty’s reign, ten were years of fierce 
w arfare, that laid waste the finest countries in Europe. The point at issue 
between France and the confederate powers was the succession to the 
Spanish monarchy; whether Philip of Anjou, a grandson of Louis XIV., 
or Charles, archduke of Austria, the second son of Leopold, emperor 
of Germany, should inherit the crown of Spain. England exerted her ut- 
jnost force in this contest, both in men and money, though it was nearly 
indifferent to her interests whether Austria or France were aggramlized by 

* Lord John Risseirs Memoirs of the Affairs of Europe, 298 ; Hal. Const. 
Hist, ill., 28;k 
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the acquisition of Spain and America. In England most wars have been 
popular at the beginning, and the reverse at the end. It was so with the 
war of the succession : the passions of the people were excited by the pro- 
tection afforded to the Stuarts by the French king, his refusal to ac- 
knowledge the protestant settlement in the Hanover family, and inflamma- 
tory representations of his restless ambition. But the splendid triumphs 
of Marlborough and prince Eugene, unequalled since the days of Cressy 
and Agincourt, were an iiiadequate compensation for the decay of trade 
and rapid increase of the public debt and taxes ; especially as their most 
decisive victories had seldom more important results than the capture of 
a fortress or military inroad : for it may be observed of these celebrated 
generals, that they knew better how to win battles than to conquer king- 
doms. The nation became clamorous for peace; and its wishes being 
seconded by a new ministry, whose measures, either from public or factious 
considerations, were different from those of their predecessors, that of 
Utrecht was hastily concluded. 

This famous treaty saved France ; but she was exhausted, rather than 
beaten, in the struggle. The contrast of her condition at the accession of 
Louis XIV., and towards the close of his reign, must have been painfully 
humiliating to tlic vain -glorious grand monarque. In the chief elements 
of national strength, France was at the former period equal, in many 
respects superior, to this country. In commerce, manufactures, and naval 
power, she was equal; in public revenue vastly superior; and her poj)ula- 
tion doubled that of England : but the peace left her quite enfeebled. Her 
revenue had fallen off greatly during the war ; her currency was depre- 
ciated 30 per cent. ; the choice of her people had been carried away, like 
malefactors, to recruit the armies ; while her merchants and industrious 
artisans were weighed to the ground by heavy imposts, aggravated by the 
exemption of the clergy and nobility from taxation. France never com- 
pletely recovered, under the Bourbons, the ruinous effects of her wars with 
king William and queen Anne. 

As the Grand Alliance w^as most strenuously supported by the wbigs, and 
as England was withdrawn from the contest by the torics, the policy ot 
the Treaty of Utrecht has been sharply discussed by the partisans of the 
rival parties. In clandestinely entering upon a separate treaty with the 
common enemy before the main object of the confederacy had been 
accomplished, England seemed justly obnoxious to the reproach of 
treachery to the allies ; but various circumstances may be alleged in ex- 
tenuation. First, by the allies having long failed to furnish their stipulated 
quotas towards carrying on the war, the burthen was unfairly throw’ii on 
England. Secondly, the object of the war itself had changed during its 
progress. In consequence of the death of the emperor Joseph, and the 
election of his brother, the archduke Charles, to be emperor, the consolida- 
tion of the Spanish ir jiiarchy with the empire had become as perilous 
to the balance of power in Europe as the union of the crowns of France 
and Spain. Thirdly, it had been clearly manifested that a French, and 
not an Austrian prince, was the choice of the Spanish people. Fourthly, 
France was bumbled by her reverses; she was no longer dangerous; and 
the terms upon which she was willing to treat appeared satisfactory 
guarantees against future disturbing encroachments. Lastly, England had 
ceased to have any interest in the war. Its continuance might win for the 
Dutch a stronger barrier of fortresses in the Netherlands ; or the emperor 
might make further acquisitions on the Rhine; but this country had hardly 
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anything to gain or desire. Louis acknowledged the protestant settlement; 
the Pretender was exiled to Lorraine ; and though Philip was left master of 
Spain, both him and his grandfather were ready to offer a solemn renun- 
ciation of its junction under one head with France ; which last was in fact 
the great danger sought to be averted by the Grand Alliance. 

Upon the whole, it may be inferred that the peace of Utrecht had many 
strong points of justification, though it will be seen that the ministers 
by whom it was concluded were, in the next reign, called to a severe 
account. Wars may be too precipitately entered upon, but peace can 
hardly ever be too hastily concluded. 

A legislative union with Scotland had been a topic of consideration 
ever since the junction of the two crowns, and in this reign it was com- 
pleted ; chiefly through the exertions of Somers and lord-treasurer Godol- 
phin. This important measure was more popular in England than Scot- 
land, where it was stoutly opposed by Fletcher of Saltoun, the earl of 
Bclhaven, ajid the dukes of Athol and Hamilton, though the quiet ac- 
quiescence of the last, with a majority of the Scots* parliament, was pro- 
cured by a judicious distribution of honours and bribes towards the close 
of the negotiations.* Generally, the Scots viewed the termination of their 
constitution, and incorporation by a more powerful state, as political ex- 
tinction ; and slavery and poverty were anticipated. Events have disap- 
pointed these ominous predictions. The union of a poor, ill-governed 
country, with its richer and more intelligent neighbour, was likely to be 
productive of profit rather than loss. By the surrender of their legislative 
existence, they gave up no excellent form of civil polity. Their parliament 
was subservient to an intolerant church, bad in its compositiou, and in its 
practice little else than a factious and venal aristocracy. 

The chief terms of the union will be found in the Events and Oc- 
currences. Its basis was neither the relative i)opulation nor wealth of the 
two kingdoms, but a combination of both. 

It was stipulated that Scotland should return forty-five representatives to 
the united parliament, and raise 48,000/., by a land-tax, when England 
raised two millions. The ratio of population would have given Scotland 
about one-eighth of the legislative body, instead of something less than 
onc-twclftli ; but as she agreed to pay less than one-fortieth of direct 
taxes, slie was not entitled to a much greater share of the representation. 

It is a curious fact in the history of party, that some of the leading 
Nvhigs, who had been mainly instrumental in effecting the union, sup- 
ported a motion, made by the Jacobites a few years after, for its dissolu- 
tion. The Bbifting combinations of party from the settlement of the 
constitution at the Revolution, become very instructive. William 111. 
was a whig, and his successor a tory ; but except for short periods, no 
tcry party was able in either reign to carry on the government upon tory 
principles. King William made no complete change of ministry during 
his reign, only modifying its compositiou in accordance to what appeared 
the prevailing sentiment of the parliament or the nation. It was com- 
posed of both parties ; the whigs predominating idl towards the close 
of his reign, when the tories acquired ascendancy. In the bouse of com- 
mons, tvhich met in February, 1701, there >vas a majority of nearly two 
to one on the side of the tories. But their violence disgusting both 
tho king and the nation, parliament was dissolved a few months after, 
when most of the counties and large towns chose whig membeTS. Queen 
♦ Belsham’i Hist, of Great Brit., ii., 261 ; Hal. Const. Hist, iii., 453. 
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Anne’s first ministry and first parliament were tory ; but a change was 
soon wrought by the omnipotent influence of a court favourite over the 
queen. This was the famous Sarah, the wife of Marlborough, who from 
personal pique or other motive, happening to be a whig, turned the scale 
in their favour. Godolphin and Marlborough, in whom the queen reposed 
entire confidence, had been thought tories; they became gradually alienated 
from that party, and communicated their own feelings to the queen. 
The chief tory leaders in the cabinet, Rochester, Nottingham, and Buck- 
ingham, evincing a reluctance to carry on tlie war with the vigour Marl- 
borough thought requisite, were removed from office. 

In the new parliament of 1705 the whigs had a decided majority ; and 
Godolphin declaring openly for them, his ministry generally had their sup- 
port, though some of the principal offices were filled by tories up to 1708 
In that year, the five leading whig peers, Halifax, Sunderland, Somers, 
Wharton, and Orford, in spite of the queen's dislike, forced themselves 
into the cabinet, and eflected the removal of Oxford and Bolingbrokc, 
who, though not regular tories in principle or connexion, were reduced, by 
their dismissal, to unite with that party. This administration subsisted 
till 1710, when it was overthrown by the circumstance of a new favourite 
lady having supplanted the old, by the popular discontent excited by 
the war, and the impolitic impeachment of Sacheverel. From this time, 
till the death of the (p.ieen, the administralion was tory; and so popular 
had they become, tliat in the general election of 1713 four places out 
of five returned members of that denomination. 

The abstract principles of the two parties are more divergent and easily 
discriminated than their practices. The wliigs were more resolutely bent 
than the tories in subjecting the executive to parliamentary Ciuitrol, and 
incurred the fixed dislike of king William, in limiting the amount of his 
civil list, and appropriating the supplies. In queen Aniuvs reign the 
whigs were chiefly distinguished from their opponents in their moie 
vigorous support of the war against France, as necessary to the maintenance 
of a balance of j)ower in Europe ; their disposition to tolerate the dis- 
senters ; and in their zealous attachment to the protestant suceessioii. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRKNCES. 


1702. Mar.H. Anne, i)rincu8s <»f Den- 
mark, the only surviving' child of James 11., 
by Anne Hyde, dauj^hter t»f the earl of 
Clarendon, the hi.storian, ascended the 
throne in the thirty-eigiilh ; e-ir uf her age. 

II. The queen, in a .^J)eech to bwtii 
hoiists, recommends a mu ion between 
England and Scotland, ex. resscs her de- 
termination to maintain the Protestant 
succession, and assures tluim that her **uwii 
heart is entirely English.” 

14. Resolved, that the same revenue j 
which had been settled on king William, 
should be settled on her majesty for life. 
Subsequently the queen expressed her in- 
tentiini of applying 100,000/. of her first 
year's income to the public service, 

15. Kail of Marlboi'ough d dared cap- 
tain-general of the forces. 


2G. A proclamation for restraining the 
spreading of false news. 

Karl of Marlborough sent ambas* 
sador to Holland. 

,4pr. 5, Marl!)orough returns, having 
concerted nn^asures for opening the catn- 
paigii against tlie French. 

12. King William interred in the 
same vault with the late queen Mary and 
Charles II. The death of William caused 
much rejoicing in France and consterna- 
tion among the allies ; but the good im- 
defstaiiding Iretween the queen and par- 
liament, and their resolutq^ti to adhere to 
the grand alliance, soon caused a re-ac- 
tion. 

17. Prince George of Denmark declan^d 
in council generalissimo of all the forces 
by sea and land. 
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23. Being St. George's day, her majesty 
was crowned at Westminster. 

May 4. The queen, the emperor, and the 
States-gciieral issued a declaration of war 
against France and Spain. 

5. The ln>use of lonls resolved, that the 
report that the late king intended to ex- 
clude her majesty from succeeding to the 
crown, was false and groundless ; and ad» 
dressed her majesty to give orders to the 
attorney- general to prosecute the authors. 
Notice was also taken by the lords of a 
sermon preached by Dr. Binckes before the 
convocation, in which he drew a parallel 
between the sufierings of Jesus Christ and 
t'hiirles 1. It was voted scandalous and 
offensive to all Christians. 

(). Great debates in conned concerning 
the management of the war, whether one 
grand effort in Flanders, and the English ge- 
neral have the chief command of the army 
there, or we should only furnish uurcpiota 
of troops, and leave the Dutch to defend 
their country at home, while England car- 
ried on the war by sea, and in the Spanish 
West Indies, and harassed the coasts of the 
enemy by frequent descents. The earl of 
Hochester, the queen’s maternal uncle and 
head of the tory party, was for a naval 
warj but the earl of Marlborough, by the 
mil lienee of the countess and lord God<d- 
])hin, carried it for a laiul war : wiiereupon 
Rochester retired from comt. 

la. A proclamation for a general fast 
for the success of the war. 

Ill their convivial hours, tiie lories drank 
to tlie health of Sorrel, meaning the horse 
tliiit fell with the late king; and under the 
appellation of tlie Little Gentleinuii in 
Velvet, toasted the mole that raised the 
lull over which the horse stumbled. A 
the horse had formerly belonged to sir 
John Fenwick, they insinuated that W’il 
li.iiu's fate was a judgment upon him fur 
liis cruelty to that geutleinau. 

‘51. The lords addressed lier majesty t 
encourage privateers who sliould attempt 
to possess themselves of the Spanish do- 
niiuious in the West Indies. 

21. The king of Sweden having made 
liirnself master of great part of Poland, en- 
teied Warsaw. 

UtFy/il iitfsent given to an act for 
liltiing churches and augmenting poor 
vicaragts in Ireland, out of the forfeited I 
estates. Parliament prorogued, the queen 
having llrst told them that she would 
>naiiitaiii the toleration, hut her principles 
Would induce her to countenance those who 
had the truest *eal for the church of 
Kngbmd. • 

June 9. Parliament of Scotland met, 
being the famous convention that a^sem- 
hhd at tho Revolution. Duke llnmilton, 
and a great number of the auti-revoltt- 
Inuubits, looking upon this pailiaiiieni to be 


dissolved by the death of king William, 
withdrew, and refused to sit amongst them ; 
but the queen’s commissioner, the duke of 
Queeiisberry, produced her majesty’s letter 
to them, and continued the session, 

23. William Fuller having been prose- 
cuted and convicted, in the king’s-bench.^ 
for an impo.stor, and for publishing certain 
*ibels — the one intituled, “ Original Let- 
X‘rs of tho late King James,*’ &c. ; the 
other, Twenty-six Depositions of Persons 
of Quality and Worth,” — was sentenced to 
stand three times in the pillorjq to be sent 
to the house of correction, and to pay a 
fine of 1 000 marks. 

New Ministuy. — T he queen’s first mi- 
nistry was nearly completed, and was 
mostly composed of the tory party. Lords 
Godolphin and Marlbopough were then 
considered lories, and as such ijoyed 
large share of the ipieen’s confidence. 

Karl Godolphin, Lnrd- High- 'fVe i surer. 
Prince George of Denmark (queen’s luis- 
hiind ) , Lord- H igh -A dm i rat. 

Karl of Nottingham, Secretary of Stale. 

Sir Charles Hedges, Secretary af State. 
Marquis of Normaiuly (a'terwards Duke of 
Buckingham), Pnvy-Seaf. 

Sir John i.eveson Gower (afterwards Loid 
Gower), Chanceltor of the Duchy of Lun- 
caifer. 

Earl of Pembroke, President of the Cuundl. 
Henry Boyle (afterwards earl of C.iiU tiui), 
Chancetlar of the Ejrchequer. 

Duke of Somerset. Master of the Harsr. 
Duke of Devonsiiire, Lord-Stcu'ard of t^te 
Household. 

Sir Nathan Wright, Lord- Keeper, 

Earl of Rochester, Lord- 1 Ac u tenant of Ire- 
land. 

Karl of Marlborough, Captain-drnt ral (f 
the For ces. 

The earl of Jersey, sir Edward Seymour, 
the earl of Abingdon, lord Dartmouth, and 
other decided turies, were appomteil to 
places in the household, or swum iu of the 
privy council. 

July 2. Parliament dissolved by procla- 
mation. 

19. An order of council, tliat no officer 
or servant of her majesty should buy or 
sell any office or place in her houseliold, 
on pain of being removed from her service. 

Atty, 15. A battle fought at Liuara in 
Italy, between the Imperialists, under the 
command of prince Eugene, and the 
Spaniards and French, commanded by the 
duke of VendSme. Great sbiuglitei on 
both sides, and both elaitned the vidoiv. 
Eugene's army amoiiuteil only to ‘2.>,0(U? ; 
the confedeiates, to 40,000. Previously to 
the battle, the prince attompted stir- 
prise the French hy concealing his army 
behind the high dyke ui Zero ; Imt he was 
prevented by the accident of a French 
officer ascending the dyke and discovering, 
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to Lig amazement, the enemy’s foot lying 
with their faces to the opposite declivity 
of the dyke, with all the horse in the rear 
ranged in order of battle. 

The elector of Bavaria declared for 
France. The French tried to engage the 
Turks ill a war with the emperor ; but the 
grand vizier being strangled, prevented the 
execution of this design. 

26. The queen and prince George set 
out from Windsor for Bath, and that night 
arrived at Oxford, where they were inagui- 
ticeutly entertained. 

20. Marlborough caused Venlo to be in- 
vested. On the 7th of September the 
trenches were ojiened, and on the 10th lord 
Cutts attacked fort St. Michael, sword in 
hand, and carried it before any breach was 
made ; which was looked upon as one of 
the bravest actions that was performed 
during the war. 

Sept. 17. The English troops, under the 
duke of Ormond, rei-.nbarked, after being 
guilty of many excesses, not having been 
able to approach C’a<liz. 

23. Veulo surrendered. 

28. lltibert Spencer earl of Sunderland, 
the great politician, died. His father fell 
at the battle of New’bury, and the earl was 
employed in diplomacy, where he soon ac- 
quired the plausible address, flexibility of 
principle, and disregard of popular liberty, 
for which he was eminent. 

Oct. 6. llureraoiid and Stevenswaert 
upon the Maesc surrendered to Marl- 
borough. 

8. Five captains of admiral Benbow’s 
squadron, in the West India's, were tried 
on board the Brrdfi, at Port Royal in Ja- 
maica, for cowardice and breach of orders 
in an engagement with Du Casse. Cap- 
tain CoiiMtablti of the JVindsor was ca- 
shiered and imprisoned. Vincent of the 
Fa/moutA, and Fogg, the adniinrs captain, 
having signed a paper that they v\uuld not 
light on the present occasion, they were 
only suspended, having behaved well in 
the action. Captains Kirby and Wade 
were condemned to l.e shot. Tluy were 
sent to England, and shot on board ship at 
Plymouth, by virtue of a death-warrant for 
their immediate execution on their arrival. 
Admiral Benbow having his h*g shattered 
by a chain shot in the ngagennuit with 
J)u Casse, died of that and orher wounds 
in the WVst indies, on the 4th ol November. 
He was a rough but brave, honest, and ex- 
perienced seainan, whose boisterous man- 
ner had produced acoufetieracy against him. 

The elector of Bavaria surprised the im- 
perial city of Ulin, the capital of Suabia, 
and published a manifesto, declaring he 
expected the circles of Suabia and Franco- 
nia should observe a neutrality ; whereupon 
the miimters of Bavaria and Cologn were 
expelled iba general diet of the empire. 


12. Sir George Rooke, with the confwlo* 
rate fleet, attacked the ITrench fleet, com- 
manded by Chatcaurenard, and the Spanish 
galleons, in the port of Vigo in Gullicia. 
VMiilo the duke of Ormond landed his 
forces, and attacked the c.istles that se- 
cured the harbour, admiral Hopson broke 
through the boom that obstructed the en- 
trance of the harbour, with infinite hazard. 
The English took four galleons and live 
large men-of-war ; and the Dutch, five gal- 
leons and a large man-of-war. Six other gal- 
leons and about fourteen men-of war were 
destroyed, with abundance of plate and 
rich enects. 

13. A battle between the imperialists, un- 
der prince Lewis of Baden, and the French, 
commanded by marshal Viilars, at Frid- 
linguen. Both sides claimed the victory. 

14. Marshal Botiffiers abandoning the 
city of Liege, Marlborough took {Mssessiou 
of if, and on the 23rd took the citadel by 
storm. 

20. The new parliament met, and again 
choose Mr. Harley speaker. 

22. The commissioners, appointed to 
treat concerning an union between England 
and Scotland, met for the first time at 
Whitehall. 

27. The commons, in a congratulatoiy 
address to the queen on the success of her 
arii^is, said that ** the conduct of the earl of 
Marlborough had signally rclrifvrd the an- 
cient glory of the English nation.** S*»nie 
debates arose upon the word retrirved, as 
seeming to cast a reflection on king Wil- 
liam, and the word maintained was pro- 
ptised in the room of it ; but upon a rlivi- 
sion, it was carried for retrieved, l»y 180 to 
80 : which shows the tory and high church 
complexion of the commons. AJliu’iing to 
this reflection on the late reign, a Citntein- 
porary satire, hy Mr. Walsh, M.P. fur 
Worcestershire, says — 

Commanders sliall be praised at William’s 
cost, 

And honour be rc/rievcd— before it’s lost.” 

Nov, 2. The commons voted 40,000 
men for the sea service, and 330,000/. to be 
granted fur guards and garrisons for the 
ensuing year. They also voted 70,933/. for 
ordnance, 833,826/ for the pay of the laiid- 
force'<, and 51,843/. for subsidies to the 
allies. 

5. The earl of Marllxirough taken hy a 
French party from Geldres, in his return 
from the confederate army to Holland ; hut 
not being known, he wiih great presence 
of mind produced an obsolete French pass 
belonging to his brother, general Churchill, 
which ill the hurry was returned without 
examination ; and after they had plundered 
^ the boat, the earl was dismissed. He pm- 
1 ceeded on his voyage to the Hague, where 
1 he arrived on the 7th, a little after the re* 
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port of hU being taken, and was congra- 
tulated on his escape. 

Sir John Packington complained against 
the bishop of Worcester, of certain undue 
practices, in order to prevent his being 
elccfed a member for the couyty of Wor- 
cester. Tlie commons resolved that the 
proceedings of the bisht)p, his son, and his 
agents, in order to the hindering the elec- 
tion of sir John, had been malicious, im- 
chiistian, and arbitrary, in high violation 
of the privileges of the commons. They 
a.hhessed her majesty to remove him from 
bi-iiig almoner, with which she complied, 
tfiongh the lords attended her with a 
counter address. 

Tlie borough of Ilindon was convicted of 
bribery, and a bill introduced for disi'raii- 
chising tlie town ; yet, as SmoUet notices, 
“ no vote passed against the person who 
practised the corruption because he hap- 
pened to be a tory.” , 

Nov. T2. The queen, attendetl V)y both ' 
houses and the great ofHcersof state, went 
to St. Paul's, being a public thanksgiving 
for the successes of the campaign. 

2b. (Commons resolve that a yearly sum 
of 100.000/. be settled upon piiiice George 
of Denmark, in case he should survive her 
majesty. 

2;'). ilaagenSwensden tried for felonious- 
ly stealing and marrying Mis. Pleasant 
lia viins, an heiress, and conviett d, and exe- 
cuted for the same, 0th of December fol- 
lowing. 

28 Marlborough returned from Holland, 
and received the thanks of the lurds and 
coiiiiiions for liis sigii.il services during this 
campaign. 

Dec. 2, The controversy between the 
u|iper and lower houses of convocation, as 
to the power of the lower house to adjourn 
tMemsvdveb, continuing, the lower house 
oili red to refer the dfspute to her majesty', 
whicti the upjHJr house declined. 

7. The commons resolved, that the earl 
of Uanelagh, paymaster-general of the 
a.tny, had iiiisapplied several sums of the 
pnldic money ; and, to present any further 
prosecution, his lordship thought fit to re- 
s gii his place: however, he was afterwaids 
cxptMlcd tin? house of commons. 

10. The queen sent a nle^SJlge to the 
commons, that she thouglit fit to grant the 
title of duke to the earl of Marlborough, 
mid tlie heir males of his l)ody'; as also a 
l)onsion of oOOO/. per arinmn, out of the 
post-oOice, whicli she d<-sired might be 
continued, with the honour, to the duke 
and his po.sterity. This occasioning wann 
dcl)ates, tlie queen let them know that the 
duke declined perpetuating the )>eiisu>n ; 
and tlio house, by way of excuse, in an ad- 
dresvS, stated their u\>prebensiou of the 
diiiigor of making a precedent for the alien- 


ation of the revenue of the crown, so much 
reduced by the exorbitant grants of the 
last reign.’* 

The lords refusing to pass the bill for 
preventing occasional confonnity, without 
such amendments as would elude the force 
of it ; and being appreheu.sive the commons 
might tack it to a money-bill, in order to 
procure it a passage without mutilatiuii, 
their lordships resolved, That the annex- 
ing any clause to a money-bill, was con- 
trary to the constitution and usage of par- 
liament.’* This bill had its origin in an 
occurreiiceof tlie la^t reign. Sir Ilumphrey 
Edwin, a dissenter, wlio was lord-may(;r of 
London iii 1097, liad during liis inaymraliy 
attendeil in his formalities, witn the city- 
sword, See., at a meeting-house c died Pin- 
ner’s-hall. This was much exclaimed 
against at the time, and was now made the 
pretext of a bill fur preventing, under severe 
penalties, occasional conformity, which was 
painted hy the tories as pregnant with the 
gn-atest danger (Belsham's Hist. Gt. Br»t., 
li. 154). 

The queen ordered the w'ords Semper 
Etu/etn to he used as her motto in her arms. 

1703. Jan. 5. The queen representing 
to the parii.imcnt the great apprehensiuns 
the Dutch w'ere under liom the French 
king 8 augmenting his troops in Fiander.s, 
the comm )ns agreed to augment the En- 
glish troops there to 50,000 men, upiiii 
condition that the Dutch would ])rohihit 
all trade and correspondence with France ; 
hut this condition wa.s nevt r observed by 
the Dutch above one year during the war, 
though tlie Kngli.sh consented to much 
greater augmentations afterwards. 

The commons foreseeing what immense 
sums must he carried to Fiandeis, to suh- 
si.st the British troops, addressed, that they 
might he supplied in lieu with |-rovi.sioiis 
from England; but this was not found 
practiaable. 

Feh. 4. The commons resolved, that 
Charles lord lluUfax, auditor of the ret e.pt 
of the exchequer, had negh cled his duty, 
and was gtiilly of a breach of Iriist, in suf- 
fering misapplication of the public nioiii \, 
aod addressed the queen that she wou.il 
ordir the attovuey-geucral to pr iscente 
him. On the o her side, the lord-i tti..k 
U|K)u them to examine the puldic account^, 
and desiied of tlie commons that iheir 
iiiemhers who ivere commissioners of ac- 
counts might attend tin in ; but ilu* com- 
mons not complying wntii iliis u) 0 >sa^e, 
their lortUhips proceeded in ti t* ex.imm i- 
tioii, and resolveil that lord Ilaluax had 
performed his duty, and h.i4 not bce i 
guilty of any breach of trust. 

16. A roidVreiitv beuvecn the two 
houses, where the lo. ds asserted their right 
to exaufmo the public accounts, and tUa 
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commons denied they had any right to in- 
termeddle with them ; the raising money^ 
and applying it, being solely in the com- 
mons : whereupon the conference was 
broke up in great heat. The lords ordered 
their proceedings to be printed, and the 
commons followed their example. 

25. Daniel l)e Foe published a pamphlet, 
intituled, “ The Shortest Way with the 
Dissenters ; or Proposals for the Establish- 
ment of the Church.” It was a severe 
satire on the intolerance of the church 
party. The commons ordered it to be liurnt 
by tne common hangmiin, and the author 
persecuted, lie was accordingly commit- 
ted to Newgate, tri* d, coiniemued to pay 
a fine of 200/., and stand in the pilltiry. 

27. Parliament pnirogued, after throwing 
out a place bill introduced by the whigs ; 
the lories — Howe, Musgrave, and Sey- 
mour — opposing with great effrontery a 
measure they had advocated when not in 
power, and proposing in lieu, as more con- 
ducive to the indejiendence of parliament, 
that the members shovdd have a landed 
qualihcatiou. This novelty was rejecteil hy 
the lords. The parties were so nearly ba- 
lanced in the upper house that the queen, 
to secure a more decided majority next ses- 
sion, created four new peers. 

The conV(;cution, which sat at the same 
time as the parliament, was distracted by 
the same feuds ami animosities that pre- 
vailed in that assembly, and were distin- 
guished by the names of High-church and 
Low-church. 

The practice of touching for the king’s 
evil was about this period revived by the 
rpicen. 

Mar, 13. An address to her majesty 
from the episcopal clergy of Scotland, 
showing how they were unjustly turned out 
of their benefices at the revolution; ami 
entreating her maje-ty to compassionate 
them and their numerous families, who were 
reduced to a starving condition, on account 
of their adhering to the true apustolic.d 
church, of which her majesty was a mem- 
ber. The queen answered, they might lie 
assured of her prorection, and exliortcd 
them to live peaceably wiih the presby- 
terian clergy. 

y/jor. 6. The duke of Manborougb laid 
.siege to Bonne, which f srreiuiervii three 
iveeks after. Durinj^ the sieire, the French j 
surprised two battalions of the confederate ' 
troops in Tongeren, and made them prison- 
ers, but by the capitulation of Uuy they 
were released again. 

Mai/ 6. The parliament of Scotland met, 
and Hoon manifested a very intoierant 
spirit, and disinclination even to accede to 
the prutestant succe.ssion, in the princess 
Sophia, as established in England. An- 
drew Fieteher of Saltoun, an inflexible re- 


publican, proposed that all places and pen- 
sions should be in the gift of parliament, 
and that the succession to the crown should 
be determined by a vote of parliament. The 
last suggestion was incorporated in the 
Act of Security. 

June 1. A bill for the toleration of all 
protestant worship being presented to the 
Scotch parliament, the general assembly 
offered a strong representation against it, 
concluding in these words , — ** That they 
were persuaded that to enact a toleration 
for those of the epscopa^ foay—- which God 
in his mercy avert I — would be to estabhsh 
iniquity by a law.’* An act soon after 
passed, making it equivalent to high-trea- 
sun to declare that episcopacy ought to be 
restored. In these divisions, F^t tcher, the 
republican, often voterl with duke Hamil- 
ton, the head of the Jacobites. 

/lug, 12. Admiral Shovel arriving before 
Althea, in Spain with the grand fleet, land- 
ed 2500 men, and publisl.ed a declaration, 
inviting the Spaniards to come over to 
Charles 111., and desert king Philip. 

20. The queen and- prince went to Bath. 

Sept. 16. Act of Srcuuity. — Parliament 
of Scotland adjourned, after the Act of Secu- 
rity had lieen touched with the roy.d sceptre, 
the dignifled mode of signifying the royal 
assent in that kingdom. This act, w hich 
gave parliament the power to name a suc- 
cessor in case of her majesty's demise, 
gave such oflence to the English parlia- 
ment, that a bill was immediately intro- 
duced and passed, declaring the subjects 
of Scotland amkns so long as it remained 
in force, and prohibiting the importation 
of cattle into England, or the exportation 
if wool into Scotland. It had the eflect of 
hastening the Union; for which the queen 
further prepared the way hy coui’eiring ho- 
nours on tho!»e who seemed to have in- 
fluence in .Scotland, and by reviving the 
Order of the ThiNtle, which had been drop- 
ped hy king William. 

I I'he grand seignior iMustapha deposed, 

rl bis throne usurped by his hi other 
Achinet. 

30. The cuinmons of Ireland addressed 
her majesty, and acknowledged their de- 
pendence on the crown of England. High 
disputes arose c’oiiccriiing Iiish forfeitures. 

! Francis Annesley and utlicrs were expeileil 
their seats in the house. They voted a 
provision for the half-pay officers, and 
abolished pensions to the arnnunt of J 7,00(V. 
a year as unnecessary branche.s of the es 
tablishment. They likewise pasi^ed an act 
conformably to the English Act of Settle- 
ment. ^ 

Or.7. The duke of Savoy agreeing fn 
enter the grand alliance, so soon u» it " 'it* 
discovered liy the French, the duke of Ven- 
d5ine made 22,U00 of bis troops prisoners 
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df war i which his hij^hness retaliated, by 
seisin}]^ the French ambassador, and all the 
subjects of France in his dominions. 

The commons of Ireland expelled Mr. 
As|^l their house, for publishing a book, 
whereby he endeavoured to show that man 
might be translated to heaven without dy- 
ing ; in which book the commons resolved 
there were many wicked and blasphemous 
doctrines. 

Nov. 9. Parliament oj^ened by the queen. 

1 1. 12. The commons resolve to continue 
the maintenance, another year, of 50,000 
men 111 Flanders ; that 8000 should act in 
concert with Portugal ; and that 40,000 
m* n, inclusive of 5000 marines, be employ- 
ed in the naval service. 

2tl. About midnight beiran the most terri- 
ble storm ever known in England, the wind 
W.S.VV., attej.ded with flashes of light- 
ning. It uncovered the roofs of many 
houses and churches, blew down the spires 
of several steeples and chimneys, tore whole 
groves of trees np by the rnots. The leads 
of some churches were rolle<l up like scrolls 
of parchment, and several vessels and 
barges sunk in the Thames ; hut the royal 
navy sustained the greatest damage, bt-iug 
just returned from the Straits. Four tliird 
r.ites, one second rate, four fourth rates, 
and many others of less force, were ca't 
away upon the coast of England, and 
above l.*),000 seamen lost, besides those 
that were cast away in merchant ships. 
The loss that Lotulon alone sustained was 
computed at one million sterling; and the 
city of Bristol lost to the amount of two 
hundred thousand piiuiidvS. Among the per- 
sons drowned was rear-admiral Beaumont. 

'I'he commons grautetl the sum oi' ^ 
d.8Sl,00f»/. Id#, for tlie maintenance of the 
torces, ai d for the discharge of the subsi- 
dies payable to her majesty's allies. 

Dec. 6. The elector of Bavaria laid siege 
to Augsburgh. which surrendered the 14th 
instant, lie afterwards took the imperial 
city of R.itishun. ainl, in a inauner, made 
the diet his prisoner'*, and was joined by 
the French army eoinmauded by marshal 
V dhirs. The Hungarians made an insur- 
rection at tin* same tune, under the famous 
pniue Kugotski, and threatened Austria. 

7 A ndl directed agaiii.st dLsseiiler.s, to 
prevent occasioual conformity, pnssvd the 
commons, hut was rejected in the lords, by 
a majority of twelve or thirteen voices. The 
bishops were equally divided. Lnrtls Marl- 
lK>n>ugh and Godolphin, to conciliate the 
lories, voted for it. though they declared the 
mtaauie nnseasoiiahle. 

12. A proclamation for a fast, on ac- 
count of the great storm. 

^7. 1)iki*i;tks ov thc. llousv^s. — ^The 
queen having informed purliameut of a 
plot in Scotland, the lords appointed a com- 


mittee of examination; at which the com- 
mons addressed her majesty, laying before 
her the concern they felt to see her prero- 
gative violated by the lords, by wresting 
the examination out of her majesty's 
bands. The lords, on the contrary, resolved 
that they had an undoubted right to take 
the examination of persons charged with 
criminal matters, whether they were in 
custody or not, and to order them into the 
custody of the officers of the house ; and 
that the address of the commons was un- 
parliamentary, groundless, and without 
precedent. 

A farther dispute happened between the 
tw'o houses, in the case of Ashby and 
White, concerning the right of determining 
controverted elections. The commons re- 
solved, that the right of an elector to vote 
was cognizable only in their house ; and 
that Ashby having brought his action 
against the returning-ofiicer for not re- 
ceiving his vote, was guilty of a breach of 
privilege, and so were all the lawyers, at- 
torneys, and other persons concerned in the 
cause ; and onlered these resolutions to be 
fixed on Westminster-hall gate. The lords, 
on the contrary, resolved that if an elector's 
vote was refused, he had a right to bring 
his action; and that the commons, deter- 
ring people from bringing their actions, 
was hindering the conrse of justice, &c. 

23. King Charles 111. arrived at Spit- 
head. The duke of Somerset, master ot the 
horse, hi ought him an iiivitatiou to Wind- 
sor, where he arrived tlie ‘JUth, and on the 
31st returned with the duke to his seat at 
Pet worth in Sussex. He set sail for Por- 
tugal the nth of January ; hut being put 
hack by contrary v\inds, it was the 27th of 
February before he arrived at Lisbon. 

1704. Jan. ir>. The duke of Marlbo- 
rough went over to the Hague, to concert 
measures with the Status-general, which 
l)eing settled, the duke returned Feb. 24. 

17. The queen published an order for 
the regulation of the pl<i\ houses, prohibit- 
ing them to act anything coutraiy to reli- 
gion and good manners. 

29. The papers relative to the Scotch 
plot submitted to the house of lords. This 
plot had its origin in the equivocal prac- 
tices of Simon Frasi r lord Lovar, a man 
of desperate enterprise, ahaiiiloned morals, 
and ruined fortuau, who liad been out- 
lawed for having ravished a sister of the 
marquis of Athol. He had been employed 
by the Jacobites, but betrayed their secrets 
to the queen’s government. 

Feh. 7. Ql'kbn Anne’s Bounty. — The 
queen sent a message to the commons, tlc- 
siring that her revenue of the Hrst-truits 
and tenths might be setth'd lor augment- 
ing the mainit uaiice of the poor clergy ; 
and a bill was bwmglvl in lor veudorvug Uci 
K 2 
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majesty’s mtentions in that matter ef- 
fectual. These ancient branches of the 
papal revenues produced at this time about 
17,000/. a year, since f^reatly augmented 
by an annual grant oi* 100,000/. from par- 
liament, and by the benefactions of private 
individuals. According to Burnet (Hist. 
Own Time, iv., 41), the annnts and tenths 
in Charles IL’s reign chiefly went to the 
support of his mistresses and natural chil- 
dren. At the period of the queen’s alloca- 
tion of them for a clerical fund, they con- 
tinued to be cullecte<l by the bishops, and 
were mostly assigned to courtiers — the earl 
of Sunderland enjoying a pension of liOOO/. 
a year, charged on the first-fruits and 
tenths. 

21. James Bourchier, formerly aide-de- 
camp to the dnke of Berwick, tried and con- 
victed of high-treiison, in returning from 
France without license, was reprieved. 

24. A proclamation f>r apprehending 
John Tutching, the author of the “ Obser- 
vator/’ John llowe, the printer, and Ben- 
jamin Bragg, the publisher. 

Mar. 1 7. The lords resumed the exami- 
nation of the earl of Orfoid’s account in 
relation to his victualliug the fleet, while it 
wintered at Cadiz ; and they confirmed an 
order the lords of the treasury had made to 
pass the said accounts. 

The commons resolved that a book that 
was published, endeavouring to pr<jve the 
mortality of the soul, ainl another, intituled, 

A yindication af Ueligion against the Im^ 
postort of rhifosophyf contained doctrines 
destructive of the Christian religion ; and 
ordered them to be burnt l)y tin- haugrean. 

April 3. Parliament jirorogued. An act 
passed this session (4 Aiinec. 10), allowing 
justices of the peace to apprehend such 
idle persons as had no visible means of 
siibsisfence, and deliver them to the mili- 
tary on paying tlivin the levy money al- 
lowed for p.issing recruits. Another bill | 
wa.s introduced to compel the heverul pa- ' 
rishes in Phiglaiid to furnish the .irmy a 
certain comph'ment of men; but this was 
iiiianimously i ejected “ as a copy of what 
Was practised in France and other despotic 
governments,” 

4. David Lindsey, condemned for liigh- 
treason, iu returning from Fiance without 
license. He was a Scotchtr n, and pleaded 
a Scotch pardon, but it was / ot aih ^ed; 
however, the queen thought tit to grant 
him an English pardon. 

7. The duke of jM art borough, general 
Churchill, &c., wunt over to llolland, in 
order to open the campaign. 

8 Henry Sydney, earl of Romney, died. 
He was l)rother to the famous Algernon 
Sidney, and a nuUleman of talent and ac- 
complishment, much trusted ly king Wil- 

Maau 


At the breaking up of the parliament, 
a pamphlet appeared, culled, ‘‘ Legions 
Humble Address to the House of Lords^** 
setting forth, that the house of commons 
hail betrayed their trust, given up tlie 
people’s liberties, and were become an un- 
lawful assembly. 

When it was known in France that the 
Scottish conspiracy was discovered, Fraser 
was, by the French king’s order, conflned 
ill the Bastile, where he remained several 
years. 

The English and Dutch forces arrived 
in Portugal, to tiie number of 12,000, the 
English, under the command of Schom- 
berg, and the Dutch, under the command 
of general Fagel. C'harles III. published 
a declaration, inviting his Spani.sh sub- 
jects to join him, and ofleriiig a pard.ui to 
all that should return to their duty within 
three montlis. The king of Portugal also 
published a declaration, asserting the title 
of Charles 111. to the Spanish monarchy, 
and his reasons for apjiearing in his di- 
fence against Philip, whom he looked upon 
as an usurper. 

Mag 16. Count Wrati-ilaw, the im- 
perial minister in England, having repre- 
sented the distress the empire was reduced 
to, by the junction of the French and Ba- 
varians, and the instirrectiou of tlie mal- 
contents in Hungary, it was agreed between 
the queen of Great Britain and the States- 
general, that the duke of M<ir)burougti 
should advance towanls the Danube, with 
a powerful reinforcement of tlie confedirate 
troops, and join the irnjienali.sts ; and uc- 
coidingly the tluke began his inarch. 

25. A proclamation, ofleiing a r^wanl 
of 100/. for discovering tlie author ot the 
libel, inti tied. “ Legion s Address I* 

27. Two Dutch battalions surprised by 
tlie duke of Berwick on the frontiers of Por- 
tugal, and most of them made prisoners. 

June b. Duke Schomberg, disgusted with 
his command in Portugal, wheie he found 
neither horses fur mounting the confede- 
rate cavalry, or anything else they had en- 
gaged to provide, in order to eiial le tlie 
allies to enter upon action, and the Ihntn- 
guese generals insisting on the command 
ol the Knglisli and Dutch, as well as their 
own troops, he desired to be recalleil. Tl.o 
earl of (ialway waS appuinte<'> rommamier 
of the forces in Portugal, in his room, witli 
a reinforcement of 8000 Dutch. 

9. Tile Himgarian malcontents ad- 
vanced within a league of Vienna, and put 
the imperial court into a great consteina- 
t.on. 

Julg± The duke of Mihlboroiiuh and 
prince Lewis of Baden attackeil the Bava- 
rian intrenchiiients at Schelleiiberg, neur 
Donavert, and curried them after a .sln rt 
dispute, wliereiii 6000 were killed and 
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v/.iun<lcd on the side of the allies. The day 
attir this action, the Havarian garrison 
q luted Dunawert, of which the allies took 
j)o session. The enemy liad 8000 men kill- 
ed, and the confederates took 16 pieces of 
cannon, and 13 stand of colours. 

5. The confederate generals proposed 
tei,ms of accommodation to the elector of 
Bavaria, which were in a manner agreed 
on ; hut, ujion advice that mar>hal TaU 
ia>d h<id passed the Black Forest, in order 
to jinn lum, the elector broke off the treaty ; 
M'lu reiipoii the duke of Marlborough de- 
tached 30 sejuadrons of horse, who plun- 
(leied the country of Bavaria to the walls of 
Mtinich. Upwards of 300 towns, villages, 
and castles were burnt and destroyed in 
this desolating incursion. 

6. Parliament of Scotland met, and ap- 
plied to her majesty to have the papers re- 
lating to what was called the Scotch Plot 
in Kngland, laid before them ; representing 
that the intermeddling of the English 
liouse of lords in tliat matter was an in- 
croachment on the iiidependence of Scot- 
land, and her majestx’s prerogative, as 
queen of that kingdom ; and desired she 
should take such measures as might pre- 
vent all such intermedoling for the future. 

The emperor and the malcontents of 
Hungary accept of the mediation of Eng- 
land and Holland. 

2 1 . The confederate fleet landed a body 
of troops ill the hay of Gibraltar, cum- 
uuinded by the prince of Hesse, and at- 
tacked that place, which surrendered on the 
2 Ith. The seamen’s attack was one of the 
boldest and mo*'! difficult ever made, being 
obliged to climb up rocks and prerijiices to 
Come at tbe enemy. The land officers were 
of opinion it was impossible to carry those 
works, being defeinled by 100 guns mtuiiit- 
imI next the sea, and a mine was sprung 
at their landing, which blew up forty-two 
of them into the air, and wounded 60 ; 
however, the saihus pressed onwards, and 
carried must of the outworks at the fiist 
assault, and took in three days a fortress 
ince made impregnable to all assaults. 

30. Marshal Tallard joined the elector 
of Bavaria with an army of 22,000 men. 

In Poland the war was still carried on 
between (lharles XI 1. of Swedtut, and Au- 
gustu'<, with unremitting fury and ani- 
mosity. 

Auij, 13. Batti k ok Bi.KNiiEiM.--This 
decisive victory was won near the village 
hum which it is named. Tlie French and 
B iv.irians amounted to nlmut 60,000 men. 
Marshal Tallard commanded on the right, 
•iiid posted twenty-seven battalions, with 
twelve sqmidrons, in Blenheim, supposing 
Ike ullii s would there mak(i4itoir chief ef- 
fort; their left was commanded by the 
elector of Bavaria> assisted by general 


Marsin. The confederates amounted to 
only 55,000 men, commanded on the right 
by prince Eugene, on the left by the duke 
of Marlborough. About noon the left wing 
of the allies passed, without molestation, 
the rivulet which separated them from tha 
enemy’s right ; and, ascending the hill on 
which the French were posted, a furious 
and bloody conflict ensued. Tbe French 
at length giving way on all sides, M. Tal- 
lard made an effort to gain the bridge 
thrown over the Danube between Bleuln iin 
and Hochstedt ; but being hotly pursued, 
vast multitudes were either killed or forced 
into the river, and the marshal himself 
made prisoner. The troops enclosed in tlie 
village of Blenlieim, finding theiii>elves 
destitute of support, surrendered at eight in 
the evening at discretion. On the right, 
v/here Eugene cuminandefl, the victory W'as 
not so deci'ive, the prince s cavalry, on 
which his main strength lay, having been 
three times repulsed ; hut alter a piodigiou.s 
exertion, he ultimately succeeded in driv- 
ing the elector and Marsin from the field. 
The victory was complete ; 10,000 French 
and Bavarians were kille<l, the greater part 
of 30 squadrons of cavalry perished in the 
Danube, and 13,000 were made prisoners. 
The loss of the allies exceeded 12,000. 
By this battle the French force in Germany 
was in effect aniiihilateil. 1* ranee was no 
longer formidable, and tbe empire was 
saved. 

16. The. French quit the city of Angs- 
biirgh, and the magis'rales stud a deputa- 
tion, to desire the duke of Marlborough's 
protection. 

17. A proclamation for a thanksgiving 
for the victory of Blenheim. 

21. The confederate fleet, under sir 
George Rooke, engaged the French, com- 
manded by the count De Thoiilouse. The 
English having spent great part t)f their 
shot before Giuraltar, wanted ammunition, 
vT they liad gained a complete victory ; 
however, the French were so battered, that 
they declined renewing the engagement 
the next day ; and did not again attempt 
to dispute the dominion of the seas with 
the cunfederattjs during the war. The 
English killed and wounded amounted to 
23:)8, of the Dutch, 400 ; and on the side 
of the enemy, officers only, near iHlO. 

Oct. 22. Tlie French and Spaniards hud 
siege to Gibraltar. 

29. Parliament opened by the queen. 

Aon. 5. Admiral Leake sailed from Lis- 
bon, with a body of land-torces, lor the le- 
lief of Gihra'tar, where he arrived on the 
9ih, and foimd the French admnrl de I on- 
tis had blocked up that place xuth 13 meii- 
of-war, which he surprised, took three, anil 
run two of the largest ships on shore, 
obliging tbe enemy to raise the siege* 



310 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY 


10. The electress of Bavaria made at 
entire surrender of that electorate to the 
imperialists ; her highness being allowed a 
yearly pension out of the revenue of the 
electorate, for the support of her court and 
family. 

Marlborough, when at Berlin, contracted 
for a reinforcement of 8000 men, to serve 
under prince Eugene in Italy, during the 
ensuing campaign. 

The supplies voted for the war next year 
amounted to 4.670,486/. 

23. The bill to prevent occasional con- 
formity j)assed the commons a third time, 
but rejected by the lords. 

24. Landau surreiidered to the imperial- 
ists, after having lost near 4000 men. 

Dec. 11. Sir Roger L’Kstrange died, 
aged eighty-eight. 

1705. Jan. 3. The standards taken at 
Blenheim put up in Westminster-hall. 

6, The h)rd-mayor and aldermen of 
London invited the duke of Marlborough 
to dine with them. 

M'lr. 5. The parliament in Ireland met, 
and after passing several bills, was pro- 
rogued 1 6th of June following for one year. 

The English parliament, alter settling 
\Voodst(»ck on the duke of Marlborough, 
prorogued. 

15. An order of council, whereby the 
Dutch have liberty to trade with France, 
notwithstanding the war. 

Apr. 5. Parliament dissolved by pro- 
clamation. 

10. Thequeen and jirince set out for New- 
market, and on the 1 6th were magniticeutiy 
entertained at Trinity-college, in Can.- 
bridge. The queen kniglited the famous 
Mr. Isaac Newton, mathematical protestin'. 

May 5. Leopold, emperor of Germany, 
dies, and is sutce'jded by his son Joseph, 
who inherited the father’s v/eakness and 
bigotry. 

July 18. The duke of Marlborough forced 
the Frencli lines near Tii leinont, and would 
have assailed the enemy in tlieir strong 
camp of Parke, but the dt ;)Utie8 of tiie 
States refused to allow tb Dutch troops tc 
join in the attack. 

Aug. 16. A shitrp engi<„' oment between 
the imperialists and the t rench at Cuttno 
in Italy, where several thrmsunds w. re kdl- 
e<i on each side. Both \ aities claimed the 
victory, and sur^g To Deom for it. 

Sept. 1. A pamphlet, called “ The Me^ 
vtorial of the Church of England, * was 
presented at the Old Bailey, and ordereri 
to be burnt by the hangman 
3. The allies before Baretdona attacked 
the fort of Montjuic, which surrendered to 
the earl of Peterborough on the 6th ; but 
the prince of Hesse was killed at the first 
attack. 

Oct* 2>. The new parliament met at 


Westminster. Of 513 members, 457 were 
present at the choice of a speaker. The 
court declared £or Mr. Smith, who had been 
chancellor of the exchequer, and was a 
man of ability. The tones, in opposition, 
nominated Mr. Bromley, member for the 
university of Oxford. On the division, Mr. 
Smith carried it by 250 to 207 voices ; so 
that it was evident the whiga predomi- 
nated ; and having already a majority in 
the lords, the earl of Goilolphiii, who had 
hitherto affected neutrality, now declared 
in favour of the successful paity. Both 
houses, in their addn sses, conciirierl in th.e 
policy of the war, and expresved their de- 
terniiiiatioii to support it tilt tlie crown of 
Spain was fixed in the house of Ausiri.i. 

The convocaiioii met at the same time, 
but resuming with unahaied animoNity 
their old feuds, were indefinitely aujouined 
by the queen. 

Dec. 14. Both houses presented an ad- 
dress to the queen, with their resolutions. 
That the church of Ihiglaiid was in a safe 
and fiouiishing condition ; and that who- 
ever goes about toinsiuuate that the church 
is in danger, is an enemy to the queen, tiie 
church, ami the kingdom ; ami de'^ired 
her maje.sty to punish the authors of such 
rejxjrts. 

30. Queen Catherine, dowager to Charles 
11. of Kughiml, and lister to the present 
king of Portugal, dies. 

1706. Jn/r.4. The duke of Marlborough 
projosed a loan of .500.000/. for the em- 
peror, which was soon raisetl by subscrip 
tion. 

J/ui'. 19. Parliament proiogiied. 

Ml. Stephens, reetor of Suttuu lu Surrey, 

iiig carried before a secretary of state h r 
reflecting on the dtike of Marlboiougli's 
comlm t last campaign, begged pardon, and 
j published a recantation. 

I It being customary on New Years-rlay, 

I for those who practisetl in chancery, to pre- 
j .sent the lord-chancellor with u New Yt-ai’s 
1 gift, which amounted to 150(1/ u year, the 
j lord-keeper Cowper r< iii.^ed accepting the 
same, it appearing too much like biibeiy. 

April 16. The coriimiNsioiiets ol the re- 
spective kingdoms of England iiiid Scot- 
land having been again appointed, met the 
first time, in the Cockpit, tor treating of an 
union. They consisted of the principal 
I ministers and oflicei-s of each kingdom, and 
I certain preliminaries were agreed to, 

I agreealdy to which the negotiation was to be 
conductetl ; namely, that^iU the proposals 
shouhl be made in writing; that every 
point when settled shcvuld be reduced to 
writing; that no point should he binding 
fill all matterstWere so adjusted as to be fit 
to be laid liefore the queen and the two 
parliaments ; and that all the proceedings 
should be kept secret. 
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May 12. Being Whit-Sunday, the duke 
of Marlborough obtained a complete victory 
over the elector of Bavaria^ and marshal 
Villeroy at Ramillies. Twenty thousand of 
the enemy were killed, wounded, or prison- 
ers ; 190 standards were taken, with great 
p.iit of tlieir artillery and baggage. The 
loss on the part of the confederates was 
inconsiderable, not more than 2000 persons. 
Prince Lewis, of Hesse, and M. Btiuinck 
were slain, and colonel Briiigtield had his 
r.ead taken off with a cannon-ball while 
holding the duke's stirrup. All the chief 
towns of the Netherlands surrendered after 
this decisive victory, and acknowledged 
Charles III. for their sovereign. 

21. A proclam. ition for a tiiaiiksgiviiig 
for the victory at Ramillies, the reduction 
of the Spanish Netherlands, and the suc- 
cess of the allies in Catalonia. 

27. The Portuguese advancing towards 
Madrid, king Philip retire<l tciwards the 
Freni- h frontier. 

June *24. Tile manmis Das Minas and 
the earl of Galway took possession of Ma- 
drid, and on the 27th Charles 111. was 
proclaimed in that city ; whereupon Toledo 
and several other tonns made their sub- 
mission. 

29. The confederate generals at Madrid 
sent expresses to Charles 111. to hasten 
liis march to his capital, and join them with 
all the forces he could assemble; but Ar- 
ragon declaring for him, he marched to 
SaragoS'a, and triHed away so much time 
there, that king Philip drew an army toge- 
thi-r, superior to that of the allies. 

Ju/i/ G. Prince Kugene passeil the Adige, 
ill order to relieve Turin. 

22. The articles of union between Kng- 
iaiid and Sc «tl,iiid were .signed by thecoiiu 
mi^ftioners of both kingdoms, and the next 
day presented to ihe ipieeii, 

Auy. 5. King Philip's troops took pos- 
se>siuii of Madrid again ; and Tuleno, Sa- 
1 imanca, and the other towns in Castile 
declared fur him. 

8V//r. 5. ('barlesXlI. of Sweden invaded 
>aKony ; where all the great towns submit- 
ted 10 him except I)ies<len. Ills army lived 
there a wliole year at discretion, draining 
the electorate of all its treasure and re- 
sources. 

7. The duke of Savoy and prince Kugem* 
attacked the French in their intrenchmeiits 
before Turin, and obtained a complete 
victory. The duke of Savoy entered in 
♦riumph tlic same day into his capital, 
which was reduced to the greatest extremi- 
ty. haying enduri^rl a four months' siege. 
In this engagement the duke of Orleans 
and marshal Marsiii were wounded, the 
m.irshal mortally, and ne ir .">900 of the 
French killed. The allii 8 took 250 pieces 
of cannoRi 108 mortars, 7000 prisoners, and 


all the tents, baggage, ammunition, and 
provision belonging to the French army. 
The allies lost 3000 men. 

24. Peace concluded between the kings 
of Sweden and Poland, whereby Augus- 
tus stipulated to renounce the crown of i-^o- 
l:ind. 

Ocl. 1 .3. The parliament of Scotland was 
convened for the last time, the duke of 
Queeiisberry opening the se>sioii, as high- 
cuminissioner, with unusual magni lice nee. 

2 1 . The elector of Bavaria sent a letter 
to the duke of Marlborough, and another to 
the States-general, proposing a treaty of 
peace between the confederates and France; 
but the allies refused to treat unless the 
Fienca king offered satisfictory prelimi- 
naries to be the foundiition of a treaty. 

The earl of Siiiiderhuid, who had married 
the second daughter of the duke of iMail- 
borough, was made secretary of state in 
the room of sir Charles Hodges. Notwith- 
standing this promotion, the jiower of the 
Mailbi>rough family was gradually being 
undeimineil by the introduction of Mrs. 
Masbain at court, and who, though intro- 
iliiced by thi^duchess. was in a fair way of 
supplanting her in the es'imation of th.e 
(pie» n. By means of Mrs. Masbam, secre- 
tary Hailey obtained private audiences of 
the ipieen, of which he availed himse.f, to 
represent tlie political thraldom in which 
her majesty was kept by the Marl boroughs, 
and that the war was unnecessaiily pro- 
tracted, for the profit of the duke, but to 
the great detriment of the nation. The 
ipieeii, who wuis jealous of her authoiity, 
and secretly disliked the politic.s of the 
whigs, lent a favourable ear to these repre- 
sentations. 

Dec, 3. Don Pedro, king of Porto tral 
died in the .^)8th year of his age, and was 
succeeded by Ids eldest son Di>n Juan IV. 

The parliament of Scotlaml met, and 
next day agreed to a vote of thanks to 
Marlborough. 

7. Both houses of convocation addressed 
her majesty, and congratulated her on the 
aomlerfinl successes ot this year's caivipaign. 

19. The colours mnl s-aiidards taken at 
Ramillies were put uj) in Guildhall, by or- 
der of her majesty ; ami the same day the 
dukes of Mailbor»*ugh, Oiiiunul, vSic., were 
entertained in the city. 

2l. Several tumults happened in Kdin- 
hurgh, and other places, on the signing of 
the articles of the union. 

1707. Jon. 8. The commons addre.s.*ed 
her majesty, that she would at her o-.i ii ix- 
peiise erect Blenheim-house as a uumu- 
iiU'iit of the glorious acticns of tiie duke ot 
M.irlhoroiigh ; and they wouhl make some 
provision for the more honourable .Mijiport 
of his dignity in his posterity : wheieupon 
her majesty desired that a pension of 
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5000/. per annum mijjht be settled as the 
honour ami manor of Woodstock were. 

The earl of Stair^ who much favoured 
the union, died. 

16. The act, for ratifyinji; the articles of 
union, passed in Scotland. Yeas, 110; 
noes, ()9. 

3Jar, 6. Union with Scoti.and. — ^I' he 
bill, for ratifying the articles of union, re- 
ceived the royal assent. The debates on 
this important measure were inconsidera- 
ble, and the chief objection urged was, in a 
jirotest from some lonls, to the effect that 
the method of electing peers to sit in the 
house of lords was* so great a constitutional 
change that it might be dangerous. Tiie 
aiticies* of union were twenty five, and the 
substance of the most considerable as fol- 
lows : — 

1. That on the 1st of May, 1707, and 
for ever after, the kingdoms tif Ktiglaml 
and Scotland shall be united into <me king- 
dom, bv tlie name of Great Britain. 

2. Tilt* succession to the monarchy of 
Great Ihitviin shall be the same as was be- 
fore settled with regard to that of Kngland. 

3. 'I’he United Kingdom shall be repre- 
sented by one puiliainent. 

4. There shall be a communication of 
all rights and piivileges between the sub- 
jects of both kiiigdjnis, except where it is 
otherwise agreed. 

9. When England raises 2,000,600/, by 
a laml-tax, Scotland shall raise 48,000/. 

16, 17. The standards of the coin, of 
■weights, and of measuies, shall l»e reduccl 
to those of England, throughout the 
Uniterl Kingdom, 

18. The laws relating to trade, cu.sfoms, 
and the excise, shall be the same in Scot- 
land as in Kngland, but all the other laws 
of Scotland shall remain in force, though 
alterable by the parli iment of (ireat Bri- 
tain ; yet with tins pioviso, that laws re- 
lating to public jfoliey are alterable at the 
discretion of the jiarliament ; laws lelating 
to private riglits are not to be alteied but 
for the evident utility of the people of Scot- 
land. 

22. Sixteen peers are to be chosen to re- 
])resent the peerage of Se»>tland in parha- 
ineiit, ami f-ity-five numbers to sit iu tlie 
house of commons. 

23. The sixteen peers oi Scotland shall 
have all privileges of j‘.'iriiaineiit, and all 
peers of Scotland shall be peers of irvat 
Britain, and rank next after those »»f 
the same degree at the time of the 
uirion, and shall have all privileges i>f peer«, 
exc« pt sitting in the house ot lords, and 
Voting on the trial of a peer. 

The re»])Octjve churches of Kngland and 
Scotland were u/fifirmed in tlieir nglits and 
privileges as fuudimeiit il cou'Utioiis of the 
uiiiun. 


State of the Press. — As many se* 
vere and sarcastic writings had lately ap- 
peared, in which the whig ministry were 
sharply assailed, and the queen's person re- 
flected upon, the government determined to 
make examples of tlie authors and pub- 
li.^he^s. Dr. Browne was twice pilbiried 
for a copy of verses, intituled, The Coun- 
try Parson’s Arlvice to the Lord-Keej-er,” 
and a letter he wrote to Mr. secretaiy Har- 
ley. William Stephens, rector of Sutton, 
in Surrey, underwent the same sentence, us 
author of a pamphlet, called ‘‘ A Letter to 
the Author of the Memorial of the C3mrch 
of England.” Edward Ward was fined and 
set ill the pillory for having written a Imr- 
lescjue poem on the times, under the title 
of “ Hudibras Revived and the same pu- 
nishment was inflicted on William Pittes, 
author of a performance, intituled, “ The 
(lase of the Cluircliof Englami's Memorial 
Fairly Stated.’’ 

-V/nv/ 14. Battle of Almanza, in which 
the French and Spaniards, commanded by 
the duke of Berwick. defeJited the Portu- 
guese, English, and Dutch, commanded by 
the marquis Das Minas and the earl of 
Galway. The vanquished lost 14,000 men, 
exclusive of 800 olHcers, witli all tlieir ar- 
tillery. standards, and ammunition. This 
disaster was ascnl ed to the cowardice of 
the Portuguese, who fled at the first onset. 

2 1. Parliament prorogued to the 30th 
instant; the queen first informing both 
houses she intended the pr» sent mvmbers 
of I he parliament of England should be 
members of the respective bouses of the 
first pa.liaineut of Great Britain, on the 
part of Eiigland. 

29. A proclamation, declaring tliat the 
members of the present parliament of Eng- 
land should he members of ihe first parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, on the part of Kng- 
land. 

30. The duke of Marlborough had an 
interview with diaries XII. of Sweden, in 
Saxony. The duke, wliose aliilit’.es were 
eipially adapted to the cabinet and the 
field, had been sent on this mission to 
sound the views of this warlike prince as 
to the grand alliance. Marlhoioiigb soon 
uiscovered that Charles was more iu- 
fliieiiced by bis pa.ssions than policy, and 
returned with the favouralile mteliigenie 
that bis resentment ivas chiefly directed 
again -vt France and tlie czar of Muscovy. 

May 1. 3 he union with Scotland took 

ellict. and being the day at»poinied tor 
a tnaiiksgiving for the same, the queen 
went to vt. PauTyi in great^tate, the Inshop 
of Oxford preachiog btdure her. 

4. (Jowper, the eminent whig lawyer, 
made lonl-cliaiicellor. 

20. Duke of MuntFOse, earl of Seafield, 
earl of Mar and carl of Loudon^ Scutch 
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n )blemen, sworn of the privy council of 
Gri-at Britain. 

•24. Marshal Villars forced the lines of 
Buhl, and laid several parts of Germany 
vindtT contvihution, 

Juty 10. The duke of Savoy and prince 
Kii^ene, by the assistance of admiral 
Shovel and the confederate fleet, passed the 
\'ar, with an army of 40,000 men, and beat 
the French from their iiitrenchments on 
that river, whereby they opened themselves 
a passage through Provence to Toulon. 

21. Charles III. proclaimed in Naples. 

28. A ]>roclamation, declaring what en- 
sIltus and colours should be worn by mer- 
chant-ships. 

Ju'j. 21. The dnke of Savoy finding the 
taking of Toulon impracticable, the French 
havnig assembled an army of 40, 000 men 
witlim the lines that defended the place, 
h'* caused the town to he hombarded, and 
thi.-i day retired from before it, repassinj; 
the the 1st of September, and the Col 
de Temle the 4th. without being attacked 
by the French in his retnuit. 

The conduct of the all es this campaign 
lost them almost all the advantagi*s they 
had gained by a long series »)f triumphs ; 
40,000 men were employed in the project 
of besieging Toulon, and 1 >,000 more were 
detached to Naples, while Siiain was left 
to the mercy of the duke of Berwick and 
king Philip. Marlborough ha<l opposed to 
him in Flanders the duke of Venddute, 
uho fully maintained the reputation he had 
acipiired in Italy. The Frenchman chose 
his posts with so much judgment that Marl- 
borough ctmld not, without rashness, ven- 
ture to attack him ; so that the campaign 
endeil without a siege, or even any attempt 
by way of diversion, to a.ssist the allies in 
their attack on Toulon. 

.SryD/. 29. A treaty was signed, between 
the emperor and the king of Sweden, at 
Leipsic, under the guarantee of queen 
Anne and the Sfates-general. 

Oc/. 8, Marlborough left the army, 
which MOon niter went into winter-qwarteis, 

9. An Knglish fl»^et of merchantmen 
aiid transports, bound for Lisbon, were at- 
tacked by the Brest and Dunkirk squadrons 
oti the Lizard ; and three men- of- war, part 
of the Knglish convoy, with several mer- 
chant-ships, were taken : the Devonshirr 
luaii-of-war was blown up; the Royal Oak 
was boarded by the French, but cleared her 
decks, and got safe to Ireland. 

-2. Admiral Shovel, returning borne 
with the confederate fleet from the Medi- 
t^ rranean, was lost, together with three of 
his ships, oil the rocks of Scilly. The ad- 
minil was much respected ; aud his body 
hying washed ashore, he was interred with 
distingiuBhed honour in AVcstiniubter- 

abhey. 


23. The first parliament of Groat Britain 
met, and choose Mr, Smith speaker. 

A'oe. 3. The king of Prussia was declared 
sovereign of Neufchatel, which had been 
long contended for by thirteen competitors, 
who had engaged most of the princes of 
Europe in the dispute. 

16. Roy A I. Navy. — Statement of the 
amount of the naval force likely to he fit 
for service in the ensuing year, inclusive of 
ships and vessels budding or repairing ; — 


Rates, 

No, 

Men, 

(J un 

First , 

4 

3,190 

410 

Second . , 

5 

3,400 

480 

Third . 

38 

17,330 

2762 

Fourth. , 

61 

18,200 

3116 

Fifth . 

39 

6,260 


Sixth . 

29 

3,100 

664 

Fire-ships • 

6 

270 

48 

Bomb-vessels 

7 

20.> 

28 

Y achts . 

10 

304 

84 

Advice-ho.ils. 

3 

40 

10 

Brigiintines . 

3 

13:) 

30 

Sloops , , 

7 

44) 

62 

Store-ships • 

2 

115 

32 

Hulks. 

0 

0 

0 

Hoys . 

0 

0 

0 

Total • 

212 

52,994 

9421 


18. Elias iVlarion, John Ande, and Ni- 
cholas Facio, French refugees, pretending 
to l>e prophets, were convicted as im]>ostors 
and disturbers of the public peace. They 
had given some troidde to the authorities, 
had assemblies in Soho, uinicr the counte- 
nance of sir Richanl Bulkeley^ and John 
Lucy, and published predictions in an un- 
intelligible jargon. Tliey were sentenced 
to pay a fine of 20 marks each, and stand 
twice on a scaffold, with papers on their 
breasts denoting their offence j a sentence 
which was executed at Charing-cross and 
the Royal-exchange. 

19. Great debates in parliament about 
the mismanagement of the last campaign, 
and the deficiencies of troops at the battle 
of Almanza. 

'll , As idso concerning the losses the 
merchants had sustained fur wiuit of suffi- 
cient convoys. 

The commons resolved to raise this year, 
for the service of the war, nearly the sum 
of six millions. 

The convocation sat at the same time as 
the parliament, and would have opposed the 
union, but were prevented. 

Mr. AsgilU a member of the commons, 
expelled for publishing a liook, endeavour- 
ing to show that a man niighi he tinnslaled 
to eternal life, w'ithout passi.ig through 
death, and his book was burnt by the 

hangman. . , , 

Bee, 1 9. Upon the debates lu the lords 
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concerning the aflfairs of Spain, lord Peter- 
borough’s conduct was highly applauded. 

23 Both houses addressed her majesty, 
and odered it as their unanimous opinion, 
that no peace could be honourable or safe, 
if Spain, the West Indies, or any part of 
the Spanish monarchy were suffered to re- 
main under the power of ihe house of 
Bourbon ; but desired that her majesty 
would make the most pressing instances 
with the emperor and the allies, to second 
her majesty’s vigorous eifurts in the prose- 
cution of the war. 

31. William Gregg, a clerk in Mr. secre- 
tary Harley’s office, was committed for 
correvspoiiditig with France. He was tried 
at the Old B.iiley the 19th of January, and 
condemued for high treason. Some thought 
Mr. Harley was implicated, but be acquit- 
ted him at his execution at Tyburn, which 
was on the 28th of April. Two others. 
Valiere and Bara, were committed at this 
time for communicating to the enemy the 
stations of the British cruisers, the strength 
of convoys, and time of sailing of our mer- 
chant-ships. 

1708. Felt. 11. Lords Gudoli'hin and 
Marlborough having becume jealous of the 
growing iuiiuence of Mrs. Ma^hain ami 
Mr. Harley, the queen was compelled to 
assent to Mr. Harley’s dismissal. He was 
succeeded by Mr. Boyle, the chancellor ol 
the exchequer, who was succeeded by Mr. 
Smith, the speaker. St. John, secretary at 
war. and sir S. Harcouit, attorney-general, 
resigned their places, the former of which 
was given to Mr. Robert Walpule, now dis- 
tinguished by Jiis business and parliament- 
ary talents. 

27. The government having had intelli- 
gence of an extraoidmary armament in 
Dunkirk, and looking upon if to he designed 
against Great Britain, a tleet was maniud 
out, under the command of sir George 
liyng, who this day came before Dunkirk. 

A/ar. 6. Sir George Byng having been 
driven from hi- stati *n betore Dunkirk into 
the Downs by atie>s of weather, the Fieuch 
fleet, commanded by M. Forbi?,, witli the 
Pretender, who had assumed the name of 
the Chevalier de St. George, and twelve bat- 
talions of laud- forces, Set sail; but were 
detained at Newport - Pitls by contrary 
winds till the 8th, when they set sail again 
for Edinburgh. 

12. Sir George Byn, arrived at Edin- 
burgh Frith, and next took one of the 
enemy’s men-of-war, on board of which 
was brd Griffin. lord Clermont, ''iid his 
brother, Mr. Middleton, the marquis De 
Ijcvi, and several other French and IrUh 
officers, with flve companies of French sol- 
diers. All the noblemen and per-uns of' 
distinction in Scotland* supposed to be 
disaffected to the government, were impri- 


soned in Edinburgh-castle, or brought up 
to Loinlon. 

22. A proclamation for apprehending 
James Ogilvy, and others, the Pretender’s 
adherents. 

^pr. 1. l^arliament prorogued, and on 
the loth instant dissolved by proclamation. 

A remarkable debate took place during 
the late session relative to Scotland. Not- 
withstanding the union of the legislatures, 
it was a doubt whether a distinct executive 
government should not be maintained in 
that kingdom. But the commons were de- 
termined against it, and a bill was intro- 
duced, providing that there should be only 
lie privy council in the United Kingdom. 
The court exerted all its influence against 
this bill, and it only passecl the lords by 
50 to 45. Sir Patrick Johnson presented 
sir George Byng with the freedom of the 
city*^ of Kdinbiirgh in a gold box, with an 
inscription, reciting tlie glorious occasion 
of their conferring it on him. 

20. A proclamation for electing the six- 
teen peers of Scotland to sit in tlie parlia- 
ment of Great Britain. 

31. The duke of MarduTOugh went over 
to the Hague, and was met by prince Eu- 
gene and the deputies of the States. A 
long conference ensued on the plan t)f tlie 
next campaign. 

J/wy 15. Lord Griffin attainted of hlgli- 
treason. He was alterwaids rcorieved, and 
lied in the 'Fower. 

20. A proclamation fur distrihnting thu 
prize and bouutj -money tlie seamen were 
ntitled to, in certain projiortioiis. 

28. Cornmoilore Wager, with a squadron 
of four English inen-of war, engaged s<‘ven- 
een Sj aiiish galleons near Curthagena, in 
he We'-t Judies. The Sp>iiii.*<h aniiiiral, 
reckoned to l»e winth .10 iniliions of pieces 
of eight, was blown up, and ibe rear-auniiial 
»ken. Commodore Wager's share of this 
nze aiTiuunted to 100,000/. ; and upon bis 
return home be was made rear-admiral. 

Jwte .30. The aff’aimf the ninth eb etorate 
adjusted, and the three colleges of the em- 
])iie resolved to admit the eiectorof Hano- 
ver to sit aiul vote in the electoral college, 
which had been oppi>.Hed for 16 years. 

Jff/y .5. The French surprised the city 
of Ghent, there being no otlier garrison in 
he place but the buighers; and on ilic 
ith they surprised Bruges. 

1 1 . H A 1 TI E oy OcDENAUDP..— The dukes 
of Burgundy and Berry, and the chevalier 
de St, George having taken the field with 
the duke of Vendflme, and laid siege to 
Omlenarde, were attacked near that place 
•y the duke of Marlborough and piince 
KngiMie, defeated, and Jurcetl to retire 
to Ghent. It bad bee4) the iiiteniion of 
V’endome to attack the allies when tliey 
wero divided in passing the Scheddt, but 
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he was overruled by the presumption of the 
#duke of Burgundy. The skill and bravery 
with which Eugene and Marlborough led 
on the troops excited general idmiration. 
The French lost about 14,000 men and 
100 standards^ and were onW saved from 
entire destruction by the masterly style in 
which Vendotne <lirectcd the retreat. The 
allies lost about 2,000 men. 

15, Marlborough levelled the French 
lines between Ypres and the Lys, and put 
Artois and Picanly under contribution. At 
the’ same time tne French laid Dutch 
Flanders under contribution. 

27. The Muscovite ambassador havijig 
had his audience of leave, was arrested in 
the open street, for debt, by Mr. Morton, a 
laceinan in Covent-gartlen, and some oth<*rs 
of his creditors, and compelled to put in 
hail to the action, which was but fur 50/. 
The Imperial, Prussian, and other mini^- 
ti-rs, demanded satisfaction fur the affront 
put upon a public minister, which occa- 
sioned a law, the next session of patUa- 
nient, for the protection of umhassadors. 

Aug, 13. Prince Eugene sat down be- 
fore Lisle, the capital of French Flanders, 
while the duke of Marlliorough, with the 
grand army, covered the siege. The gar- 
rison consisted of twenty-one battalions, 
commanded by marshal Boufflers. Ven- 
dome was indefatigable in his contrivances 
to interrupt this siege, particularly in cut- 
ting off the convoys, of which the allies 
$>>011 stood in need. By throwing up en- 
trenchments 70 miles in length, he secured 
all the passes of the Scheldt. 

There was such a prodigious fall of flies 
in London about the middle of this month 
that in the streets the people’s feet made 
as deep an impression upon them as upon 
thick snow. Vast quantities were swept 
into the kennel, but it does not appear any 
distenqHT arose from their corruption. 

18. A proclamation for encouraging the 
design of erecting schools in the high- 
lauds of Scotland, for propagating ndigioii. 

Sept, 7. The allies attacke<l the counter- 
scarp »»f Lisle, and took it, but with the 
loss of 2000 men, and IG of the engineers. 

A proclamation against unlawful 
intruders into churches and parsonage- 
bou'es in Scotland. Another for putting 
the laws in execution against popery in 
Scotland. 

«l. At another single attack of Lisle, 
the allies acknowledgtul they losst above 
1000 men, and prince Eugene was wound- 
hy a musket'b ill that grazed hi.s skull, 
A'ul being confined to his bed, the duke of 
Marlborough took upon him the direction 
t)f the siege. 

28. A convoy of 800 waggons, marching 
from Ostend to the allied camp, under 
the command of major-general Webb, was 


attacked near Wynnendale, by 24,000 men, 
commanded by the count de la Mothe ; 
but the French were defeateil, and the con- 
voy arrived safe at Lisle on the 30 ih. 
Major-general Webb gained great honour 
by this victory, the enemy being ne uly 
treble his number, and possessed of a tram 
of artillery, which he wanted. The same 
day the French threw a great supply (if 
powder into Lisle, having detacheil 2000 
hoise for that purpose, with every man a 
hag of powder behind him. They passed 
the lines of the allies, pretending to be 
friends, and above 1400 of them got into 
the town. 

30. Prince Eugene bedng recovered of 
his wound, again took the command of 
the siegi" of [..isle. 

Oct. 23. The town of Lisle surrendered, 
and the garrison retired into the castle, 
except the horse, which were allowed to 
march away. The allies acknowledged 
they had 12,000 men killed and wounded 
III taking the town only. 

28. Prince (ieorge of Denmark died of 
asthma, at Kensington, and was privately 
interred in Westminster. He was in his 
fifty-fifth year, and had been twenty-five 
lears married to the queen. His mildness 
of temper, w.int of ability, and unaspiring 
dis{H)sirion, setun to have fitted him for the 
delicate position in which he was placed. 

Nov. 18, The parliament of Britain met, 
being the first new parliament after the 
union ; sir Hicluird Onslow chosen speaker. 
Owing to the de.ith of prince George, the 
session was opened by commission. Tne 
wliigs having a deciderl majority, the de- 
liates of the session were uninteresting. 
Addresses of condolence were private. y 
presented to the queen from both houses, 
and expressive of their deienninatiou to 
support ilie war. The convocation met 
contemporaneously with parliament, hut 
was not suffered to sit a single day. IVnis 
f prorogation were successively issued to 
the end of the session, to interrupt it.s sit- 
tings ; by which means a stop was put to 
much factious clamour and nonsense. 

2’). Earl of Pembroke app>iinted lortl- 
high-admiral of England ; lord Whartun, 
lurd-lieiitenaut of Ireland } lord Somers, 
president of the council. The celebrated Mr. 
.Addison appointed Wharton's secretary. 

Uec. 3. Lords iladdo and Johnston 
being returned the representatives of two 
Scotch comitie.s, it was resolved in parlia- 
ment that the eldest sons of the Sc*4ch 
peers are ineligible to sit in the commons 
as representatives of Scotland. 3 Ids reso- 
lution was founded on an act of the Scutch 
parliament, confirmed by the union, and 
does not apply to England 

9, The cit.idel of Lisle surrendered to 
the allies, and the 11th instant the garri* 
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son marched out, being aViOwcd their small 
arms, baggage, and twelve pieces of can- 
non. They were conducted to Doiiay. 

30. Ghent surrendered after twelve 
days’ siege, to the duke of Hlarlboroiigh j 
and the French having abandoned Bruges, 
Plassandael and LeMngen, two or three 
days after, without waiting to be attacked, 
the duke sent detachments to take posses- 
sion of those places. Marlborough was for- 
tunate in the sudden reduction of Ghent ; 
for the articles were scarcely signed, when 
the severest frost set in that had been 
known for many years. The very horses’ 
h(»ofs froze to the ground, and the army 
must have perished, if the town had held 
out much longer. 

A proclamation for a thanksgiving for 
the successes of the campaign. 

1709. Jan. 11. George Brudenel, earl of 
Cardigan, renounced the Roman-catholic 
religion, and qualitied himself to sit in the 
house oT peers. 

1*2. The commons resolved, that a pam- 
phlet, proposing the taking off the sacra- 
mental test, was a scandalous and seditious 
libel, and ordered it to be burnt by the 
hands of the hangman. 

28. lioth houses addressed her majesty 
to marry again. The queen made answer 
to the petition, That the provision she had 
made for the protestant succession would 
always be a proof of her hearty concern fir 
the happiness of the nation ; but that the 
subject of their address was of such a na- 
ture, that she was persuailed they did not 
expect a particular answer. 

Feb. 3. A third secretary of state ap- 
pointed ; namely, for North Britain. 

The Bank of England offered to circu- 
late 2,500,000/. in Exchequer-bills, on con- 
dition the term of their incorporation should 
be prolonged 21 years from 1711, and their 
stock of 2,201,171/. doubled by a new snli- 
scription ; which being accepted, and books 
opened, the whole subscription required 
was filled in four hours’ time. 

18. Sir Edward Seymour died. He had 
Silt ill all the parliaments since the year 
1661 ; been several times speaker of the 
commons ; a privy-counsellor j comptroller 
of her majesty’s household, &c. 

The French king was so humiliated by 
his reverses, that he sent the president 
Kouille to Holland to settle preliminaries. 
But the Slates would enter into no arrange- 
ments without the pri\.*y of England and 
Austria. 

Mar. 1. Marlborough arriving in Eng- 
land, received the thanks of the htmse of 
lonJs ; and believing hit had hiought over 
prop^isals of peace with him, both houses 
addressed the rpiecn the 3rd instant, That 
the French king might be obliged to own 
her majesty’s title, and the protes'aiit suc- 


cession ; and that the allies might be gua- 
rantees of the same : that the Pretender 
might be removed out of the French do- 
minions ; and the fortifications and har- 
bour of Dunkirk be demolished on the con- 
clusion of a peace. 

3. A proclamation for keeping the cir- 
cuit-courts in Scotland. 

-VpW/ 21. Parliament was prorogued. 
Supplies voted this session, 6,457,850/. 

TuialsfokTreaso.n. — A law passed ihis 
session for the regulation of trials for high- 
treason in Scotland. By one clause torture is 
abolished, and the forms of procedure inoro 
neaily assimilated to the milder practice of 
the English courts. But as a di'awback on 
these aineliuratioiis, the jiaiiis and for- 
feitures of ilie English law were extended to 
Scotland. This was vehemently opposed by 
the Scotch members, who declared it incoin 
patiblc with the per|>etual entails of the 
greater part of Scotch landed estates. After 
inch debate, aclause was carried in the com- 
mons, that no estate in laud should he fori cit- 
ed upon a judgment of high-treason. This 
clause could only be earned iii the lords 
with a proviso moved by lord Somers, 
‘‘That it .slumld not take place till after the 
death of the Pretender.” 

22. Mr. Steele publislies the first num- 
ber of “ The Tatler.” Though crude in its 
plan, and containing some of the ordinary 
information of a newspaper, it was tut; 
foundation of that popular nuuie of instruc- 
tion, by iieriudicid es^ajs, which gave a 
distinctive tune to British manners and 
sentiment. 

28. An order of council, for the stopping 
all neutral ships going to France with com 
during the great dearth in that kingdom. 

A proclamation, prolubiting all pla\s, 
gaming-booths, and music-booihs. at May- 
fair, in the parish of St. Martin-in-; he- 
fields. 

The duke of Marlborough and lord 
Towushend appointed plenipotentiaries to 
treat of a (leuce at the Hague, ill. dc 
Torcy w'as appointed on the part of France, 
and prince Eugene, assisted by count Zin- 
zendorf, on the ])art of Austria. 

May 7. The Spaniards, under (lie cuni 
niaiid of the marquis de Bay, obtained a 
victory over the Portuguese, and their al- 
lies, on the banks of the river Caya. ihi- 
giidier Pierce of the English, and bis whole 
brigade, were made prisoivors ; as also ma- 
jor-general Sankey, and the earl of Bar- 
rymore. 

21. James Abercromhy, esq., of Edin- 
burgh, a captain in the Coldstream regi- 
ineiii of guards, created a baronet. 

28 . The substance of the terms proposed 
by tlie allies to France w4Are, That she slumld 
acknowledge Charles HI. king of Spaiiw 
and lend her assistance, if necessary, to coin 
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pel Philip, the rival candidate for the 
throne, to vrithdraw from the Peninsula in 
two months ; that she should put Stras. 
biig, Brisac, &c*, into the emperor's 
hands ; tiiat she should acknowledge the 
<]uek n of Great Britain, and the protestant 
succession, expel the Pretender, anti de- 
molish Dunkirk ; and that she should re- 
linquish to the Dutch Namur, Mens, Char- 
leroy, Luxemburg, Fumes, JMenin, Lisle, 
Yjues, Douay, Tournay, Coiide, and Mau- 
beiige, iu the Netherlands. Other articles 
there were, to the number of forty. But 
Louis XIV. refused to subscribe to such 
luiiniliatiiigconditious, which it is supposed 
the allies were induced to otter him at the 
instance of Marlborough and Eugene, 
who secretly desired a continuance of hos- 
tilities. The French king, in a circular to 
the bishops, appealed to his sidijects, who, 
though grievously impoverisiied by the 
war, syrn]).tthized with their humbled sn- 
veieigu. in Kugland both the whig minis- 
try and the war began to be unpopular ; 
from this time. An opinion larevailed that ' 
the aggrandizement of Austria might he 
•IS dangerous to the peace of Europe as of 
France, 

Ju?te 0. Uo\iiUe, the French minister at 
the Hague, returned to France. 

About the beginning of this month, six 
or .seven thousand Palatines were brotight 
into Kugl.ind. recommended as great ob- 
j'. cts of charity. They proved idle and use- 
less ; and having been subsisted at thepublic 
expense about three months, some of them 
were sent back to Holland, and the rest to 
Ireland and the plantations in Aiueric.r. 

Id. An order of council, for a brief for 
the l^l1atuu!s. 

is Marlhorough and prince ICugene as- 
{jcinhled the confe<lerate troops near Lisle. 

The pope acknowledged Charles HI. for 
King of Spain. 

-7. Tlu‘ ailie.s invested Tuurna}'. 

'J’he king of Sweden being advanced too 
f*u- into the territories of the czar of Mus- 
covy, was defeated at Poltava, and his 
w ole nriny di'strriyed, or taken prisoners, 
fxc-pt 300 horse, with which tlie king 
escaped over the Borist Irenes, and retired 
ill! ) the Turkish domiiiiuns. 

-S. The duke of Savoy forctnl the 
Ficuch liuis at Fe^sons. 

Jt//y 30. Tournay surrendered. 

-/////. 1. King Augustus, in.irching into 
Pn’iaiiil, to recover the throne he had abdi- 
t’ ltcil, published a maiidesto, with the rea- 
sons tor his returning thither. 

11. The hattlo of Mai.im.aqukt, 
near Muns, wu.s fought ; the allies l)eing 
t'enunamletl by prince Eugene and the 
duke of Morlburoiigh ; the French, by the 
^naishals Villars and BoufP.ers. KiUch army 
cousiited of about 120,000 men. The 


French had posted themselves most ad- 
vantageously in the woods of La Mevtu 
and Tanieres, defended by triple lines of 
entrenchments. After an obstinate, fii rce^ 
and bloody engagement, their lines w* re 
forced with the loss of 20,000 men, ana 
the enemy retired in good order, having 
lost about half tliat number ; nor were the 
allies in a condition to pursue them far. 
Marshal Villars being wonndt-d in the ac- 
tion, Bonfllers took upon him the coiiiniand 
of the French arm}'. The allies reaped uo 
equivalent advantage to compensate tliein 
for the immense hjss they sutteied in this 
rash and desperate conflict. 

OcL 21. Mons surreudered to the alhes. 

2d. A inocl imation against forestalling 
of corn, it being about this lime at an ex- 
cessively high price. 

A^oc. 5. SACiiavEKEi/s Seumuns. — Henry 
Sacheverel, rector of St. Saviour’s, South- 
wark, a clergyman of the high church 
party, preaching at St. Paul’s cathedral, 
before the corporation, upon tlie words of 
St. Paul, — Perils from false brethren,” 
— indulged in a virulent attack on ministers 
and their measures. Divers of the bishops 
were reviled as ‘‘perfidious prelates and 
false s ns of the church,” on account of 
their approval of the toler.ition of tlie dis- 
senters. He affirmed the ‘‘ church was in 
clanger,” iuculcaUd the doctrine of pas- 
sive obedience and non-resistance, and ex- 
horted the people tt) “ put on the wliole 
armour of God.” This sermon was jirintcd 
at the request of the lord-mayor, was praised 
by the toiies ami Jacobites, and ciiculated 
by tlieiii throughthe kingdom. Sacheverel 
had been cliainber-leliou with .Adili.son, the 
celebrated essaj ist, at Oxford. .As a mi- 
nister he was a man of narrow intellect and 
c*ver-heated imagination. Had not the 
violence of faction, by an injudicious perse- 
cution, lifted him into imj'ortanee, millier 
he nor his doctrines woulil .scartvly have 
been heard of beyond his own pari.sh. 

23. William Bentinck, earl of Portland, 
king William's gri at favourite, died. He 
had, by his master's gouero-ity, acquired a 
fortune equal to any nobleman in Eng- 
land. 

Negotiations for peace were resumed 
during winter; but the French king object- 
ing to the 37th article of tlie former pre- 
liminaries, that it was imjuissible for In in 
to execute it, and deliver u]) the doiiunuins 
of Spain ill so short a time as wms tieo-liy 
limited, the Dutch broke off' the treaty, 
in which the British ministers cciuurred, 
and preparations were made for 11 e m xt 
cunipaigti, The war became every d.iy 
mure unjHipular in Englami ; and if was 
charged on ministers that it was mainly 
continued to gratiiy the ambit on and pii- 
vate iiitorcktH of Marlborough. 
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Dee. 13. The commous resolved, that 
the sermons preached by Dr. Sacheverel at 
the assizes at Derby, the 15th of August 
last, and the sermon preached by him at 
St. Paufs, the 5rh of Novemher, were ma- 
licious, scandalous, and seditious libels, 
highly reflecting up *n her majesty and her 
government, the late happy Revolution, and 
the ])rotestant succession. 

14. The doctor being brought before the 
house, acknowledged the sermon to be his, 
and that he was encouraged by the lord- 
mayor to print th.it of the 5th of Novem- 
ber ; but the lord-mayor denied that he 
encouraged the printing of it. 

15. l)i. Sacheverel impeached at the bar 
of the lords, of high crimes and misde- 
meanors. 

‘25. A severe frost set in. It lasted with 
little intermission three montiis. The 
Thames was frozen over, hooths were built 
upon it, and there were all maimer of diver- 
sions upon the ice. 

1710. Jun. ‘2. The French king made 
new overtures of peav-e, offering to consent 
to all the preliminary articles except the as- 
sisting in deihroning his granilson ; but 
they were rejected. 

The commons addressed her majesty to 
bestow some benefice of the churcli upon 
Mr. Hoadley, who h.id so strenuously justi- 
fied the principles on which the nation pro- 
ceeded to the Revolution. 

13. Articles of impeachment were car- 
ried up to the lords against Sacheverel. He 
petitioned to be admitted to bail, but was 
refused. 

New seals for the court of King’s-bench 
and Common -pleas w'ere made. 

Feh. '17 , The trial of Dr. .Sacheverel be- 
fore the house of peers began in West- 
m nster-hall. Among tlie managers for the 
commons were the principal niinisteis and 
law officers of the crown, and the recorder 
of London SacVieveiel had sir Simon Ilar- 
coiirl and four oilier able counsel, 'fhe e\es 
of the whole kingilorn were turueil upon 
the issue of tliis extraordinary proMCution. 
It lasted three weeks, during which time 
all other business was suspeiulcd, and the 
queen herself attended every day as a pri- 
vate spectator. A vast multitude attended 
Dr Sacheverel every tlay to and Iroin West- 
mitiNter-hall, striving to kiss his hand, and 
praying lor his deliv' iance, as if he h,ul 
been a martyr ami coiifessoi. lln* queen’.s 
sedan was beset by tb jiupmace, exclaim- 
ing ‘‘ God bless you. majesty and the 
church; wc hope y* ir majesty is for Dr. 
Sacheverel.'* They compelled u'l persons 
to lift their hats to the rlucior, as he passeii 
in his coach to the Temjile, wliere lie 
lodgerl, and among others, some members 
of parliament. 

Mar, 1. The mob that attended Dr. 


Sacheverel to his trial attacked Mr. Bur- 
gess’s meetin|j^-hou8e, and having pullea 
down the pulpit and pews, made a bonfire 
of them in Lincoln's-iun-fields. They 
pulled down the houses of eminent dis- 
senters, and threatened the Bank ; so that 
the directors were obliged to send to 
Whitehall for assistance. 

2. A proclamation ofifering a reward of 
100/. for apprehending any of the lioters 
that demolished the meeting-houses and 
insulted the members during Dr. Sacheve- 
rel’s trial. 

5. Sir John Holt died ; he had been 
lord-chiei-justice of the Kiiig’s-beiich twen- 
ty years. 

7. The managers having been heard to 
make good their charge against Dr. Sache- 
verel, ami his counsel having been heard iti 
his defence, the doctor was permitted to 
speak for himself. 

9, 10. The managers replied to the doc- 
tor's defence ; after which, it was pio- 
pounded by lord Nottingham, Whether 
the words supposed to be ciiminal ought 
not to be specified in an impeachment tor 
high crimes and misdemeanors, as ih(>y' 
W'ere in indictments and informations ? 
The peers resolved in the negative. 

12. A proclamation fur postponing the 
Lent assizes on account of the judges being 
detained at Dr. Sacheverel's trial. 

13. An i iiler of council fur prosecuting 
ceitain pevM,i\s who discountenanced the 
raising recruits for hor majesty’s service. 

20. The lords, by 69 to 59, declare Dr. 
Sacheverel guilty. 

‘23. The commons went up to the lords, 
and demanded judgment against Dr. .Sa- 
chcverel ; and the doctor being brought to 
the lords’ bar, and made to kneel, the lord- 
chunci llor pronounced sentence. That he 
should forbear to preach duiing the tcriii 
of three years ; that his two printed ser- 
iimns, reterred to in the iinpeacbineiif, 
shuuUl be burnt before the Kuyal-exchange, 
on the 27th instant, by the hangman, m 
the pTeseiice of the lord-mayor and slientl';. 

Two months after, Dr. Sacheverel liv- 
ing been presented to a liiing in Niitii 
Wales, m.ide a sort of triumphal tour to 
the principality, in all the pomp and m.ig- 
nificence of a sovereign. He was sump- 
tuously entertained by the university of Ox- 
ford, and dith-reni toiy lords showed him 
the must idul.ttruus respect, as the suffeiirg 
champion of their party. He was receivid 
in several towns by the magistiates of tlie 
Corporation in their formalities, and olten 
Ht tended liy a Imdy of lOUO horse. At 
Bridgenorth, he was met hy Mr. Crcswell, 
at the head of 4000 horse, and the lil'>e 
number of persons on foot, wearing white 
knots edged with goldn^od three haves ot 
gilt laurel in their haU, The hedges were 
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for two miles dressed with garlands of flow- 
ers, and lined with people ; and the stee- 
ples Covered with streamers and colours. 
Nothu}^ was heard bnt the cry of “ The 
church and Dr. Sacheverel.’’ After the 
expiration of the peitud cif his suspension, 
he was presi^ntt-d to the living of St. 
Andrew’s, Holborn. Of the first sermon 
ho preached 40,000 copies were sohl. After 
this, we hear no more of him, except his 
quarrels with his parishioners. He died in 
1724 . 

24. It was ordered by the house of lords 
that the Oxfnrd tlcciees, lately published 
in apa.n|)hlet,in'itled, An entire Confuta- 
tion of Mr. Hoiulley’s Book of the Original 
of (loveruineiit,’* sliould he burnt by the 
hands of the hangman, nn the 251 h instant ; 
and they were burnt accordingly. The 
commons also voted th*^ following books to 
be burnt : — “ A Collection of l^assages re- 
ferred to by Dr. Sachcveiel, in his Answer 
to the Articles of Inipeachment 2. “The 
Righ's of the (.'hristuin Church asserted;” 
3, “ A Defence of the Rights of tlie Chris- 
tian (Jhurch and 4. ** A Treatise of the 
Word Rerstni,*’ by John ClcMidou, of the 
Inner Temple, esq. ; and they were burnt 
accor<lingly. 

31. The allies signed a treaty for pre- 
.serving the neutrality (d’ the empire, in the 
wars between Sweden, Denmark, and Mus- 
covy. 

Aprti 5. Parliament prorogued by the 
queen. In the course of the session a bill 
was brouglit in by Mr. W’oriley for voting 
by iiALi.or. It pas-sed the commons, but in 
tile lords was oppose<l t»y M’hartoii and 
Godolpliin as dangerous to the e mstitution, 
and thrown out. Wortlcy went next year 
to Venice on piupose to i.iquirc into the 
etiect.s of the ballot, which prevailed uni- 
versally ill that lepublic. 

7. Thomas Betterton, the actor, die«l. 
He Was esteemed the greatest master of ac- 
l uu, especially in tragedy, of his time. 

12. Prince Kugeiie came to the Hague, 
and having conceried with the duke of 
Marlborough and the deputies of the Stales, 
the operations of the next campaign, these 
two L'leat generals set out tbr Touniay, 
near which jilace the confederate forces were 
ordered to rendezvous. 

14. Mortaign in Flanders taken by the 
I'liglish; the next day retaken by the 
Fivnch ; and on the 18th t.ikenliy the F^ug- 
lish again. 

15. Four Indian kings of the six n.ations 
that lie between New F.ngland and the 
French settleineuts in Can via, arrived in 
Kngiaiid, and were c.irricfl in two of her 
majesty's coaches to their audience. 

Junt 14. Lord Sunderland dihmi.s.sed,und 
the seals given to lonl Dartmouth. 

‘25, King William’s statue, on Cul- 


lege-greeii, Dublin, being defaced, a pro- 
clamation was issued, ofiering a reward of 
100/. to discover the person who defaced 
it; and two students of Dublin - college 
being convicted of the fact, were sentenced 
to pay a fine 'of 1004 each, and to be im- 
prisoned for six months ; and were exptd- 
led the college. 

26. Douay surrenders to the allies, after 
they had lost 8000 men before it. 

Juiy 20. The French and the Dutch 
ministers break off the treaty at Gertrudeii- 
burg. They had agreed on all the preli- 
minaries, when the Dutch insisted that the 
French king should take upon himself to 
compel his grandson Pniiip to quit the 
throne of Spain, and not leave the allies 
engaged in a war with Spam, while F’rance 
should be in peace. To this Louis would 
not accede, but he would engage to contri- 
bute a sum of money to assist the allies in 
coinptdling his grandson to relinquish the 
S[)unish throne. 

Auff. 8. Lord Godolphin ordered to 
break his staff, and the treasury put in 
commission. Mr. Harley appuintcd one of 
the commissioners and chancellor of the 
exchequer. He was in fact made premier. 
Matthew Prior, the poet, made a commis- 
sioner of trade and plantations. 

20. King Charles obtained a coinphte 
victory over king Piulip’s forces, cum- 
manded by niarqnis De Bay. near Saia- 
gossa. The n mains of the Spanish army 
retired into Navarre. The city of Sara- 
gossa opened her gates to the conqueror, 
and Charles entered that city in triumph 
the .Hume night 

Sept. 14. The great seal taken from 
lord Cow per. 

21. A proclamation for dissolving the 
present parliarm-ut. 

Touy Ministky. — The earl of Roches- 
ter made president of the council, in 
the room of loid Somers; the duke of 
Bucks, lord- steward of the household, 
in the ro >m of the duke of Devon ; 
Henry St. John, secretary of state, in the 
room of Mr. Hov le ; lonl Berkley, ihan- 
cellor of the duchy of Lancaster ; and 
John Manley, siu ve 3 'or-geiier.il. To pie- 
veiit a total change of the ministry, the 
Bank was prevailed on to interpose; and ac- 
cordingly sir Gdbeit Heathcvite, the gover- 
imr. Gold, the deputy-governor, with Kyles 
and Scawen, two of the directors, were in- 
troduced to the queen bj^ the duke ot New- 
castle, and represented that the public 
credit could not be supported but by the 
old ministry. The Imjieiial and Dutch 
ministers also took upon them tu l.iy l*e'ore 
her majesty the coiiMupiences uf a change 
of her ministers; wl.ich aflamt ihequeni 
highly resented, and tiild tlie Dutch en- 
voy sue was surprised his ma.siers should 
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take upon them to direct her what ser Philip’s army, which surrounded the place, 
vants she should employ. The duke o The Enfj:lish defended themselves with 
Marlborou^^h was the only whig suf{ere< courage till the 10th in the morning, and 
to retain his employments. then, having spent all their ammunition, 

The parliament of Ireland addressed the were forced to surrender prisoiiers of war. 
lord-lieutenant, about this time, that they Count Staremberg having advice of the 
might be united with England, as Scotland distress the British troops were in at Bri> 
was hut it was not approved of by the buega, marched to their relief, but w^as 
English court. met by Philip and the duke of Vendoine 

Her majesty granted the college of Dub- at Villa Viciosa, about a league from Bri- 
liii 500/. out of her privy purse, for the en- buegn, on the 10th instant, in the evening, 
coiiragement of that university. A battle ensued, and Staremberg came off 

28. King Charles enters Madrid : none contpieror, though not half the number of 
of the grandees there compliment him on the enemy. Learning, however, the late 
his success. of the British, he thought it prudent to 


Mr. George Granville, afterwards vis- 
count Lansdowiie, an eminent literary 
character, made secretary of war, in the 
place of Mr. U'aljiole. 

Oci. 11. The lieutenancy of the city of 
London changed, several whigs being left 
our. 

19. The duke of Ormond declared lonl- 
lieutenaut of Ireland, in the room of lord 
Wharton. 

Nov. 1. Lord Haversham, a constant 
speaker in the house of ])eers, died. 

25. Tlie parliament met ; it was com- 
posed ahnost wholly oftories, the popular 
excitement during the general election 
rendering it hardly safe to vote fur a whig. 
Mr. Bromley was chosen speaker almost 
without opposition. The rpieen in her 
ojieiiiiig speech recommended the carrying 
oil the war ; expressed her determination 
to support the church, and “ maintain the 
ijuduigences allowed by law to tender con- 
sciences,” Lords and commons in tht ir 
addresses expressed their full concurrence 
in the sentiments t>f tlie rojvtl speech. 

The Turks, at the instance of the king 
of Swu den, declared war against Muscovy. 

Dec. 2. dhe allies began the r march 
from the neighhourliood of Madrid towards 
Anagon. kli;g Charles swnie days before 
lia\ing advanced towauU Arragon, King 
Philip retuini (I to Madrid, and met witli 
a kinder reception than his livai, king 
Chaiies. 

The czar Peter the Great reduces the 
entire province of Livonia, while < harles 
XI 1. remains at Ihnder with iheTuik'*. 

10. The allies, in their march from Cas- 
tile towards Arragon. dividetl theius-lves 
into two 1 odies j the (Venn. ins and Portu- 
guese, under count Staremberg, took one 
road, and general Sta nope, wi h tlie Eng- 
lish forces, another, :ae better subsist 
the troops in their in i.ch j or, ;is other ac- 
counts allege, the reluctance o'* Sfiinhope 
to be cominauded by .Stareu.berg. The 8fh 
instant, general Stanhope, with ihe B)it;sh 
troops, cunsisting of t ight hattali nis, nn/i 
as many squadrons, haired at Bxibucg.i, 
where he was surprised on the 9th by king 


continue his march towanls Arragon. 

Lieutenant-general Meredith, major- 
general Macartney, and hrigaditr Iltxney- 
wood cashiered, tor drinking tlumnutioii tu 
the present ministry ; but were permitted 
:o sell their regiments. 

12. The queen sent a letter to the con- 
'ocation, authorising them to enter u] on 
msiness. Dr, Atterbuiy, dean ot Carlisle, 
lad been chosen prolocutor of the lower 
house, and they soon found work, in tak- 
ng cognizance of Mr. Whiston, the dis- 
iiiguished mathematical professor at Cain- 
iridge. Whiston had written a hook, ut- 
einpting to revive the Arian heresy, for 
ivhich he had been expelled the university, 
(le wrote another, in vindication of his 
doctrine, ami xledicati il it to the convoca- 
tion. Indignant at this contiiinely, they 
were determined the professor should K i 1 
the eflects of their resentment, luul nut 
archbishop Teninoii expressed a doubt 
whether tliey could proceexl crinunady 
against a man for heie.sy. The judges 
lii'iiig cons'ilied, eight utlirniexl iliat ilicy 
could, and four, ihat they cuold not. Ti c 
queen was referrexl to, Uut no answer could 
be (ditaimdy and the subject du>p\ed. 

2B. Matlborough aivives iu Louuoii, ;\nd 
is vjsited by the new inioiMers, but i ot 
thanked, as usual, by both tiouses ol p.u- 
liament. 

1711. Jan. 12. The torlcs, by tlie aid of 
the sixteen Scotch peers, liaviug a majwiit i . 
to moitifv the wliigs, the lords leturoexi t/ 1 * 
eail of Petiuh dough thanks for hi-* gr. at 
services in Spain. 

19. Mailt orough c irries a surreiuoi- ut 
ad the places held by his <lucl;ess. Mr^. Ma- 
sham w.'s inaile j-riv) -pur-e. in i: e iim i* ^d 
the duche'-M ; uud the duchess of .S imisit, 
groom of the stide. Mrs. Alaslo'in was 
the daughter of a Tiitkey tuni lwiiif, au'l 
a hiend oi tlie celel-rated John Lock*'. 

/'V5. 2. 'Ihe lords ii:f|tiiie into the olitiiu 
of the disasiers in Spam, and impute tla't‘ 
to tlie lute ministry. The commons oiig‘" 
lull*- similar inquiries ; and in an miorcss 
the tpieen, take notic^ of the misapp'*^'^' 
tion of the public money to other puiq'osej* 
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than parliament appropriated it; of the no- 
torious frauds of the brewers who served 
the navy ; the leaving many millions of 
the public money unaccounted for, and the 
squiudering away great sums upon tlie 
Palatines, who were u useless people, a 
mixture of all religions, and dangerous to 
the constitution ; and tliey held that those 
who advised the bringing them over were 
enemies to the (pieeu and kingdom. They 
represented that the late ministry depressed 
the friends of lier majesty and the church, 
preferring only men of licentious and im- 
pious principles; and, that if her majesty 
had not displaced them, irreparable miK> 
chief must have accrued to the public. 
The commons animadverted particularly 
on the victualling-commissioners conniving 
at the brewers delivering less (piantitics of 
beer than contracted for ; the captains and 
pursers of the ships agreeing to take so much 
sliort of what the government allowed the 
seyeral ships’ companies, in consideration 
the brewer allowed the captain and purser 
a sum of money, and put the rest in his 
pocket ; the purser giving him a receipt 
for the whole. This practice was connived 
at by the uiiidstry some years. 

^larlboroxigh set out for the army. 

28, '1 he commons having appointed a 

committee to consider of the great want of 
clmrches in London, the convocation or- 
dered a committee to relurii the commons 
tlieir thanks for the afiectionate regard 
tliey had shown to the established church 
in tliis matter. 

J/ar. 5. Moiis. Boileaii died, aged 74. 

8. The abbot de la Bourlie, commonly 
calle<l the marquis of (iui>card, a French 
vi fugi’e, being umler examination before a 
eommittee of council at the (.’ockpit, lor 
ct'i res;H)ndiiig with France, stabbed Mr. 
Harley with a penknife ; hut the knife, 
lighsingupon a rib, snapped in two. llere- 
up.m the C'limnittee drew their sword.s,and 
wounded Guiscard in several places before 
he could be securtMl: being couiniilted to 
Newgate, he die<l there the 1 7th. Guiscard 
had lieen emploved in the Knglish service 
Several years, and Mr. Harley bad deprived 
him of a pension allowed by the crown. 

13. Both houses a<ldrebsed her majesty, 
declaring their concern for the attempt 
imule tm the chancellor of the exchequer 
l)y Guiscard, a French papist ; and con- 
cluded. desiring slie woulti cause all papists 
to remove from the cities of London and 
Westminster. 

la. A proclamation for all papists to le- 
move fnnn the metropolis. 

C). The commons resolved, that in 
and about London and \V estmiiisler filtv 
new clmrches were necessary to be erechd, 
lor the reception of all such as were of the 
communion of the church of England, com- 


puting 4750 souls to each church ; and ou 
the 9th instant they attended the queen 
with an address, declaring their opinion 
that the want of churches had contributed 
to the increasing schism and irreligion ; 
and that therefore they should not fail to 
do their parts towards supplying that de- 
fect, notwithstanding the expensive war 
they were engaged in. 

j^n Estimate of the Expense of building 
Fifty veto CnuuciiES, in Londons by Sir 
Christopher fFren. 

£. s. d. 


St. Paul’s cathedral .730,752 

2 


All-Hallows the Great • 

5,641 

9 

9 

A.11- Hallows, Bread-street 

3,348 

7 

2 

All-Hallows, Lombard-st. 

8,058 : 

15 

6 

St. Alban’s, Wood-street 

3,165 

0 

8 

St. Ann and St Agnes • 

2,448 

0 : 

10 

St. Andrew’s, Wardrobe. 

7,000 16 

11 

St. .Andrew’s, Holborii • 

9^000 

0 

0 

St. AiithoUii’s • 

5,685 

5 

lOf 

St. Austin’s 

3,145 

3 

10 

St. Bennet’s, Gracechurch 

3,583 

9 


St. Benuet’s, Paul s wharf 

3,328 

18 

10 

St. Bcnnet Fink . • 

4,129 

16 

10 

St. Bride's 

11,430 

5 

11 

St. Bartholomew's . • 

5,077 

1 

1 

(dirisi’s church . • 

11,778 

9 

G 

St. Clement’s, Eastcheap 

4,365 

3 


St. Clement Danes • 

8,786 

17 


St. Dionis Back-church • 

5,737 

10 

s 

St. Fkimund the King • 

5,207 

11 

0 

St. George, Botolph-lanc 

4,509 

4 

10 

St. James, G«irbck-hill 

5,357 

12 

10 

St. James, Westminster t 

8,500 

0 

c 

St. Lawrence, Jewry 

ll,^70 

1 

9 

St. Michael, BaNinghall , 

2,822 

17 

1 

St. Michael Royal , 

7,455 

7 

0 

St. Michael, Qiuenbithe • 

4,3.54 

3 

8 

St. Michael, Wood-street. 

2,554 

o 

11 

St. Michael, Crooked-laue 

4.541 

5 

11 

St. Martin's, Ludgaio . 

5,378 

9 

7 

•St. Matthew's, Finlay-st. 

2,301 

S 

o 

St. Michaers, Cornhill . 

4.686 

18 

8 

St. Margaiel’s, Lothbury. 

5,340 

8 

1 

St. Margaret Pattens 

4,086 

10 

4 

St. Mary .\bchurch 

4,022 

2 


St. Mary Magdalene 

4,201 

12 

1 

St. Mary, Somerset 

6,579 

18 

St. Mary-at-llill . 

3,080 

12 

3 

St. Mar}^ Ablermanbury. 

5,237 

Is 

6 

St. Mary-le-Bow . • 

8,071 

1 

The Steeple of it. • 

7,388 

8 

7J 

St. Nicholas, Cole-abbey 

5,012 

() 

H 

St 1 Have’s, Jewry 

5,580 

4 

10 

St Peter's, Cornhill 

5.647 

8 

•> 

St. Swithin's, Canuon-st. 

4,6.s7 

4 

6 

St. Stephen's, Walbrook . 

7,652 

13 

8 

St. Stephen's, Coleman-st, 
St. Mildred, Bread-street . 

, 4,020 

16 

6 

3,705 

13 

19 


St Magnus, Londuii-hridge 9,579 
St. Vedafcit, abas Foster* 

10 

lane Church 

1,853^15 

G 
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£, (I, 12. Parliament prorogued, the queen 

St. Mildred, Poultry . 4,654 having first thanked them for granting 

The Monument, Fish- larger supplies for the war than any of their 

street-hill . , 8,856 8 0 predecessors. The supplies voted this ses- 

sions were as follows : — 

^pr. 14. Louis, the dauphin of France, £>• 

dies of the small-pox, in the 50th year of For 40,000 men for sea-service 2,080,000 
hisoge. Ordinary of the navy • • 120,000 

17. Joseph, emperor of Germany, dies at For 40,000 land-forces . • 919,002 

Vienna, of the sinall-pox. The queen's proportion of 3000 

20. The queen sent a message to parlia- Palatines . • . 34,251 

ment, informing them that she had agreed — — of 4639 Saxons - . . 43,251 

with the States-General to use all her in- ' of Bothiuar’s regiment . 9,269 

terest for the election of Charles III. to Troops cf augmentation , . 220,000 

the im])erial dignity. Ten thousand additional forces 177,51 1 

21. The marquis de Torcy transmitted Guards and garrisons . • 546,108 

to England some new proposals for a peace Ordnance for land-service . 130,000 

by Abbe Gaultier. Interest of debentures . . 49,357 

26. Mr. Harley, at his coming into the Transport- service . . • 144,000 

bouse of commons, was congratulated on Subsidies to the allies . . 478,956 

his recovery by the speaker, in the name Forces in Spain and Portugal . 1,500,000 

of the house. For payment of 45,000/. per an- 

Alap 2. Laurence earl of Rochester, pre- num to 1714, forspeci- 

sident of the council, died, lie was second lying Exchequer-bills , 1.57,500 

son of lord-chancellor Clarendon, and a — — . 

popular nobleman, of abilities and ambition, £6,609,295 

who in distributing his patronage, never 

sought for further recommendation than 20. Lord Clermont and his brother, 
that the aspirant was a tory. ( sons of the earl of Middleton, admitted to 

The duke of Bedford and the rail of i bail, after a close imprisonment of three 
Bath both died of the small-pox this month. > years in the tower. 

4. Sir llovendeii Walker, with a fleet of 21. Charles XII. of Sweden, having in- 
roen-of-war and transports, seven regi- ! stigated the Turks to declare war against 
raents, and a battalion of marines on bv'ard, I the Muscovites, Peter the (ireat rashly ad- 
commanded by brigadier Hill, set sail for I vanced into the Turkish territories, and 
New England, in order to make an attempt ' was sunounded on the banks of the Pruth 
on the French settlements of Canada and | by the grand vizier, and compelled to 
Placentia, in North America. They arriveo conclude a treaty, by which Asoph and 
at Boston, June 4; but on tire 23rd of 1 other places on the Brack Sea were snrren- 
August euiht of the trai»sport.s, with 800 • dered To Achiixet HI. 

officers and soldiers, were c ist away in the 27. A cumurissiun granted to take in 
St. L.iWience; whereupon the rest, with subsciiptions for the South-Sea company, 
the fleet, returned, and arrived at Ports- aiul 4,000,000 of money subscribed in a 
mouth on the 9:h of Octrdxr. few days. 

9. Sir Cholmly Deriiig. knight of the In this month the duchess of Gordon 
shire for the county of Kent, being killed sent a silver medal to the faculty of advo- 
by a pistol-ball, in a duel with Mr, Thorn- cates at Kdiiiburgb, with a iread on one 
hill, occasioned the bringing in a bill side, and the inscripiiun r#/ ; on the 
against duelling; but it did no» pass. other the Britisli ides, with the word rf<i- 

23. Prince Eugene joined the grand riHe. Duirdas, the dean of faculty. i)iesent- 
army. c<l this medal, and it is supjrosrMl a majii- 

29. Mr, Harley, now earl of Oxford, con- rity of the advocates voted for its reception, 
stitiited lord-high-treasurer of OreatBr tain. The Jacobites were now active to jrrepare 
June 3. Prince Eug» ire having received the way for the Pretender, 
orders to march with the irriperal troops July [i. The (5uivucatinn of Ireland ns- 
to the Upper Rhine, fui ‘ • curii g Germany, senibled with the Parliament, and restored 
the two armies decamp I and rej-assed tlu: to their ancient rights. 

Scarpe, prince Eugene taking b:S way to- 14. The prince of Nassau, stadiliolder 
wards Touruay, and the duke of Marlbo- of FricsUnrl, was drowned, as he wun ferry- 
rough marching towards the plains of Lens, ing over the river Amer, near Maiudyke, 
4. The commons laid before the q- eeii a in bis coach, 
representation of the iirismanagement of Any, By masterly tactic combinations 
the late ministry, — in the army, the navy, tlw duke of Mailborouglvjturnea the French 
j tihlic otflees, the treasury, and the new lines at Arleiix and Bac a Bachuel, with- 
mwlelUng of the borough of Bewdley. out the loss of a man. Marshal Villars 
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had boasted these lines were improp^nable, 
and the duke had at length reached his “ ne 
plus ultra.” lloiichaiu was immediately 
alter invested by the allies. 

12, The Portuguese entered into a pri- 
vate negociation of peace with the French 
and Spaniards. 

18. The government of Ireland disap- 
proving the election of alderman Quin, 
who was chosen mayor of Dublin, that city 
petitioned the ij[ueen to have him confirmed ; 
but their petition was rejected, and they 
were obliged to proceed to the choice of 
another. 

20. The queen sent a letter to the arch- 
bishop of (’anterlmry concerning the state 
of religion ; requiring his assistance in sup- 
pressing infidelity and profaneness, hy 
enforcing the ecclesiastical laws and ca- 
nons, and by exhorting the clergy to ex- 
(Miiplary lives ; she also recommended j 
catechiNing, the encouraging of the charity- | 
selrools, Irejjuent visitations and confirma- 
tions ; ami that lie would consider wherein 
the discipline of the chuicli was detective, 
that it might he remedied in convocation. 

Sept, 3. J)r. Kohinsoii, bishop of Bris- 
tol, made lord privy-seal, in the room of 
the duke of Newcastle, who was killed by 
a fall from his horse. The promotion of a 
bishop to a civil ofKce was a novelty, evin- 
cing the devotion of tlie tories to the church. 

12. The French burnt several Portu- 
guese men of war in the bay of Hio de Ja- 
neiro. took the town of St. Sebastian, and 
brjinght away the value of 7. 000,000 of livres. 

13. Bouchain surrendered to the allies, 
the garrison being m.vde prisoners of war. ■ 

27. Proposals of peace made by M. | 
Mesiuiger to (treat Brituin, on the part of; 
I’lanee : ami on thi- 0th of October they ! 
were coinmunicaied to the allies. 1 

Ocf. 4. iMar-h tl T illard, who had been 
]wisomr in Kniiland since the battle of 
Blfiiiieiin, penintted to go to France four 
n.onths upon his ttarole. ! 

0. Sir Hove mien Walker returned to 
Pt rtsinonth from the expedition toC'auada; 
and on the i6th instant the udiuirHl's ship i 
the Kilgar was accidtiually blown up with' 
400 seamen on board, ull the officers being 
ashore. 

12. Chaihslll. of Spam elect- d em- 
]u‘rur of (terinany at Franckfort, by ihc 
name of ( -harles 1 V\ 

A^>r. 8. The emperor sent u letter to the 
States-(ieneval, to dissuadu them from en- 
tering into a treaty of peace ; the Dutch 
however agn ed with the Kuglish court to 
treat with France. 

14. King Philip, with his queen, aud 
the jirince, his son, made his public entry 
xnto Madrid. 

18. Marlborough returned to London. 

1^0. Mr. secretary John notified to 
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the foreign ministers at Londen that her 
Majesty had fixed upon the city of Utrecht 
for the place of congress, and that the con- 
ferences would begin the first of January ; 
and her majesty wrote letters to all tlie al- 
lies, to invite them to the congress. 

Dec, Several lords were closeted; hut 
w ere proof against all the court temptations. 

G. Mrs. Schriinshaw died in the hospi- 
tal in Rosemary-lane, near Tower-hill, in 
the 127th year of her age. 

7. Parliament met, and the queen, in 
her opening speech, informed them that, 
“ notwithstanding the arts of tho.se that de- 
light in war,” both time and place were 
appointed for negociating a general peace. 
In the debates on the address, it was pro- 
posed in the Commons to represent it as 
their opinion, “ that no peace conhl he safe 
or honourable, if Spain and the West In- 
dies were allotted to any branch of the house 
of Bourbon; ’’and though this clause was re- 
jected, yet the Lords thought fit to insets 
a clause to that effect, and carried it against 
the court by 62 to 54. It seems to have 
been a fundamental point of f oreign ])olicy 
with the opposition ; for bishop Burnet 
gravedy relates that, when the queen con 
descended to ask his candid sentiments on 
the peace, he told her, ‘‘that it was his 
opinion that any treaty by which Spain 
and the Indies were left to king Fhilip 
must, in a little while, deliver up all Europe 
into the hands of France^ and if any such 
peace were miule she was betrayed, and we 
yieie all ruined : in less than three yea’ s 
I she would be murdered, and the fires would 
be again kindled in Smithfield I” 

19. A ])roclamation for a ])ublic fast, 
for a blessing on the intended trraty of peace. 

21. Mr. Lockhart, from the commis- 
sioners of the public accounts, ma«le a re- 
port upon some undue practices they h.id 
discoveieil in their examinations relating to 
the affairs of the army ; namely, that the 
«liike of Marilmro'igh had taken to liis own 
use. of the persons he eontracte<l with for 
the soldiers* bread, ti3,319/. ami iqiwaiiis : 
that be had reserveil to himself also two 
and a half per cent, out uf the pay of the 
foreign troops, amoimting to dtitl.tifil/ . m 
• all o23, 380/., being pul>he money, and which 
i he had never accounted fin ; that be had 
allowed his .secretary, Mr. t'ardonnell, to 
; receive of the contractors 500 gold ducats 
I on the signing uf every contract ; and Mr. 
! Sweet, the deputy pay-master in Uollaiid, 
I to deduct one per cent, for all the money tv 
I be paid the coutractvus fvir breml. 

I That Robert Walpole, esq., when he was 
i' secretary of war, it'ceived tif the contractors 
for foiage in Sc\)tland, to his own use, .)00 
guineas, and a note for '00 more : toat sir 
David Dalrympi^‘ had 2oO guineas ot the 
Scotch contractors aod that the carl of Le* 
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ven, commander in chief in Scotland, re 
ceived 100/. per annum of them, 

23, The privy seal put in comm/ssion, 
in the absence of the bishop of Bristol, who 
was made one of the plenipotentiaries for 
the treaty of peace. 

30. The duke of Marlborough deprived 
of all his offices. The places held by the 
duke and duchess were estimated to be 
worth 62,525/. per annum, exclusive of in- 
direct sources of emolument. 

Mr. Walpole and Mr. Cardonncll expelled 
the House of Commons, for converting 
the public money to their own uses. 

Twelve new peers created. 

1712. Jan. 1. The duke of Ormond was 
constituted captain-general of all her Ma- 
jesty's forces in Great Britain, and colonel 
of the first troop of guards. 

2. The new peers introduced info the 
House, and the Scotch lords being also ar- 
rived, the court actpiired a decided majorlt3^ 
Mr. secretary St. John said, “ that if these 
twelve had not been enough, they would 
have given them (that is the whigs) ano- 
ther dozen.'* When the usual question of j 
adjournment was about being put, the earl 1 
of Wharton excited mirth by asking one | 
of them “ whether they meant to vote indi- 
vidually, or bj' their foreman/' 

4. Prince Kiigene arrived in England ! 
from the emperor, to endeavour to diveit the ! 
queen from enteiing into a treaty of peace. | 
8. The marquis d’Uxelles, abbot de Po- i 
lignac, and M. Mesnager, the three pleni- I 
pv>ti iitiiiries, arrived at Utrecht; as did 
also about the same time eight from the 
States- (General ; and bishop Robinson and 
lord Raby from Kn gland. 

11. Brigadier Hill, brother to lady Ma- 
sham was made lieutenant of the Tower, 
in the room of lieutenant-general Cadogan. 

17. The queen indispostMl by the gout. 
In a message to ihe lords, she. complains 
of the hard^hips sustaiiierl by tire Scotch 
peers, it having been adjudged in ttie case 
of duke Haimiton, whom the queen had 
created duke of Brandon, that no Scotch 
peer, created a peer since the luilon, could 
sit in parliament, though the queen was at 
liberty to increase the j»eerage of England, 
as she saw fit, and consequently to make 
a greater majority of English peers in the 
house of lords than there was at the time 
of the union. 

The general assembly f .Scotland, in an 
address to the queen, cmiqdairi of the to- 
leration proposed to ho allowed in that 
kingdom, which threatened the ov throw 
of their church, and gave a li>”'ense to all 
manner of errors, irreJigions disjuites, and 
blasphemies. But her majesty, tlnnking a 
toleration in the north as rea.sonahie a.H in 
the south, did not think fit to inferjioso. 

Mr. Walpole vat committed to flic Tower. 


24. The commons voted, That the twj 

and a half per cent, which the duke of 

MaWborotig/i deducted from the soldiers* 
pay, for bread and forage, was public mo- 
ney, and ought to be accounted for. 

27. The countess of Sunderland and the 
lady Rialton, daughters to the duke of 
Marlborough, resigned their places as la- 
dies of the bed-chamber. 

29. The first general conference was 
held between the plenipotentiaries at Ut- 
recht. The bishop of Bristol, attired in 
velvet robes, with his train borne by two 
pages, opened the congress, earnestly re- 
commending clearness, openness, and sin- 
cerity in tlie conduct of the present nego- 
ciationf though the English at the veiy 
lime were tied up, by various secret en- 
gagements, ns the Barrier Treaty with llie 
Dutch, and provisional articles already 
signed with France. 

Feb. 9. Royal assent given to an act for 
confirming tlie toleration granted to «lis- 
senters ; to an act for settling the prece- 
dency' of the electoral family of Hanover ; 
and to an act relative to the naturalization 
of foreign protestants. 

1 1. The French plenipotentiaries de- 
livered in their proposals at the congress, 
which weie styled, A particular explana- 
tion of the offers of France for a general 
peace.*’ 

The dauphiness of France, Maria Ade- 
laide of Savoy, died in the2<’»th year of her 
age. Six days alter, her hush.md, Louis 
the Dauphin, died, in the 30th year of hi.s 
age. His eh lest son, who wa.s five years 
old, died likewise a few days after. 

16. The lords attended the queen witl: 
an address, exprtssijig their resentment at 
the terms of j)eace offered by France, ainl 
renewing their promises to stand by her 
with their lives and fortunes, if she would 
continue the war. The queen returned an 
evasive answer. 

Mar. 4. The commons attended her ma- 
jesty with a representation, showing the 
hardships the allies liad put on England 
in carrying on this war. They show, Hr>t, 
that the expense of England, in the be- 
ginning of the war, amountetl only to 
3,700,000/., hut was now increased to 
6,900,000/, and upwards, by being obliged 
to supply the deficiencies of her allies ; 
that tile States-General were frequently 
deficient two-thirds of the quota of shii>- 
ping they stipulated to provide, which not 
only increased the cliurge of the Kngiisli, 
lut was the occasion of great damage to 
the royal navy, and the destruction of the 
merchants* ships, which were destroyed tor 
want of convoys, the English inen-uf-war 
being employed in other eervice : that the 
Dutch had also been deficient in the Ne- 
therlands upwards of 20,000 men of their 
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ouota of troops t that the whole burthen of j 28. The duke of Ormond apprised prince 
the war almost, in S]»ain and Portu/fal, / Eugene of his orders not to act Wen- 
had of late been thrown upon England sively» The neutrality of the British gavo 
the Dutch bad every year lessened their umbrage to the allies. It was warmly cle- 
froo])s in Spain and Portugal ; and the em- bated in both houses of parliament ; ai.d 
peror, who was most nearly concerned, had the Dutch complaining to the bishop of 
no troops at all in pay there, till the last Bristol that the order to the duke was 
year of the war, and then but one single without their concurrence, the queen was 
regiment : that, on the contrary, the Kng- induced to consent to the siege of Quesnoy. 
lish did not only maintain 60,000 men in June 6. The queen came to the house of 
the Spanish war, but the charges of the lords, and communicated to the parliament 
shipping only employed in that service the terms on which a peace might be made, 
amounted to above 8,000,000/. sterling: 8-10. Both houses addressed the queen, 

ill short, that England had ex| emUd in the expressing their confidence in her wisdom 
war, beyond its quota, above 19,000,000/.; in conducting the negotiation, 
all which the late ministry had not only The commons resolved, that a certain 
connived at, but, in many instances, con- preface of bishop Fleetwood’s to his ser- 
trived and encouraged upon private views : mons, calumniating her majesty for chang- 
that though Britain had borne as great a ‘ g her ministry, and hearkening to propo- 
share of the war as the whole confederacy, sals of peace, was malicious and factious, 
no advantages had been stipulated for her ; lending to create discord, &c., and ordered 
but, on the contrary, the late barrier treaty t to be burnt in the palace-yard by the 
with the Dutch was destructive to our hangman. 

trade, and the putting Newport and other 11. The duke ofVendoine died in Spain, 
places in Flaixlers into their hands made as ho was upon the road from \'alencia to 
the trade of the English to the Netherlands Lerula. 

precarious, and the strength of that coun- 16. The bishop of Bristol represents to 
try, which Biitain had so largely contri- the States the necessity of a suspension 
buted to reduce, might hereafter be em- of arms in the Netherlands. The doke of 
ployed against Britain. Upon all which it Ormond also acquainted i)rince Eugene 
was resolved, that lord Townshend, who ne- and the field-deputies that he had received 
gotiated the barrier treaty with the Dutch, orders to agree with the French to a ci.ssa- 
and all others, who advised the ratifying tion of arms for two months, and to send 10 
it, were enemies to the state. battalions to Dunkirk, which the rnncli 

f). The plenipotentiaries of the allies at had offered to put into the hands of the 
Utrecht delivered in their respective spc- queen as a security for the performance of 
cific demands to the French pleniputen- the offers the French king had made, 
tiaries, and insisted that the French should The duke of Marlborough challenged 
give a specific answer in writing to the lord Paulet, for insinuating in the house of 
specific demands of the allies; but this the lords that his grace contrived to knock his 
Ireiuh refused, and proposed to treat ver- officers on the head, in order to fill his 
bally of the matters remaining in difference pockets, by di.sposing of their commissions ; 
between them, which the British plenipo- but the duel was prevented, 
tentiaries at length agreed to The generals of the foreign troops in 

13, Prince Eugene had his audience of Brilij*h pay, being commanded by the duke 
leave. Her majesty presented him with a of Ormond to march, they all refused, ex 
sword of the value of 5000/. ; but he could cept two, to leave prince Eugene's army, 
not prevail upon her to continue the war. Major-general Grovestein. goicniDr of 
17. A proclamation, offering a reward Bouchuiu, having been detached by prince 
of 100/. to any one that should discover a Eugene, with about 1500 horse, di^igooiis, 
Mohawk. &C., maile a successful incursion into France, 

14. Tlie convocation, which sat and having ravaged, plundered, and burnt 
with the parliament, still carried hot several ot>en towns and villages in Cham- 
dis]uite8 about the right of prorogation, and pagne and Metz, and struck terror as iar 
some non-jurors entertained oild notions as Paris, made his retreat by Traerbach to 
about the Eucharist being a proper sacriBce, Maestricht ; but the French, in revenge, 
the necessity of priestly absolution, the plundered Tortole. 

invalidity of lay baptism ; and others con- Mr. secretary St.John reported to the 
demned the siiprtMnacy of the crown in ec- commons that their address relating to the 
clesiastical matb-rs. rents of the bishops' lauds in North Britain, 

AJay 10. Secretary St. John sent a letter which remainetl m the crown, having been 
to the duke of Ormond, >yi»h the queen’s presented to her maje^ty, she bad coni- 
positivo command that he should avoid manded him to say that the profits of fhoso 
engaging in any siege, or hasardiug a hat- lands should be applied to the swp/jorf of 
tic, till he received further orders from such of the episcopal clergy there as .sJiouIr* 
^“glaiid. 
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take ihe oaths according to the desire of sions and ammunition. Upon this reverse, 
that house. prince Eugene raised the siege of Land 

21. Parliament prorogued recy, and marched towards Mons on the 

Quesnoy surrendered to the allies. 2nd of August. 

July 7* The English take possession of The British ministry make an unsuccessful 

Dunkirk. effort to induce the elector of Hanover and 


8. King Philip published his renuncia- 
tion of the crown of France. 

16. Prince Eugene, with the confederate 
forces, and the British mercenaries, sepa- 
rated from the tiuke of Ormond, and the 
next day laid siege to Landrecy. 

17. The duke of Ormond caused a ces- 
sation of arms between Great Britain and 
France to he proclaimed in his camp ; as 
the marshal Villars <li<l in the French camp 
the same day, of wliich he sent advice to ! 
the duke of Ormond that evening. The I 
duke of Ormond, with the British forces, | 
marching towards Dunkirk, they were de- 
nied entrance into Bouchain and Douay 
(in which last place the British hospital 
was) by the Dutcli j whereupon the duke 
bent his march towards (ihent, of which I 
city and Bruises he took possession on the 
23rd inst., and detached six battalions to 
reinforce the garrison of Dunkirk. The 
rest of the British troops encamped l>etweeii 
the Lys and the canal of Brugee and 
Ghent. 

24. Marshal Villars attacked lord Albe- 
marle, who WHS encamped, with thirteen 
battalions and thirty squadrons at Dciiatn, | 
to secure the communication of the allies 
with Marchieones, where was their grand 
magazine. In this action Albemarle was 
taken prisoner ; count Dhona, lieutenant- 
general an<l governor of Mons, was drown- 
ed in the Scheldt ; count Nassau VVoden- 
burgh killed ; 3000 more killed and wound- 
ed, and as many made prisoners ; and a 
vast quantity of ammunition and provisions 
were taken by the French. 

26. Thomas duke of Leeds died, in the 
81st year of his age. 

27. A quarrel at Utrecht, between the ; 
French and Dutch punipoteiitiaries, occa- 
sioned by the ocrvants of the French mi- 
nisters laughing at those of th-j Dutch, 
upon the news of their defeat at Deuain. 
For this affront, the servants of the count 
de Rechteren, one of the Dutch ministers, 
fell upon the servants of M Mesnager, and 
beat them ,* and when the French de- 
manded satisfaction of count de Rechteren, 
he seemed to justify his m vniits. This ac- 
cident long suspemied the iiegotiaJi'.ns of 
peace. 

31. Marchiennes surrendered lo the 
French, and the garrison, consisting of 
4000 men and upwards, were mai.'c prison- 
ers of war. Ill this place was above 
300,000 weight of ixiwder, which the Dutch | 
commissary caused to be sunk in the scarj»e 
before the siege, and vast stores of provi- 


thc king of Prussia to concur in the peac(‘. 

Henry St. John, lately created vis- 
count Bolingbroke, sent privately to Paris, 
accompanied by Matthew Prior and Abbe 
Gaultier, to rcMiiove the difficulties that ob- 
struct the suspension of arms between Eng- 
land and France. He arrived at Paris on 
the 6th, and two days after signed a treaty 
for the suspension of arms, both by sea 
and land, for four months. He was em- 
powered by his instructions to conchule a 
separate peace with France, Spain, and Sa- 
voy. He agreed to the payment of 60.000/. 
per annum to king James Il.’s dowager. 
He came back to London on the I8th, hav- 
ing left Mr. Prior at Paris. 

18. A proclamation, declaring a suspen- 
sion of arms between Britain and Fiance. 

29. The duke of Hamilton made master 
of the ordnance, and appointed ambassador 
at the court of France, 

Sr/)/. 15. Sidney earl of Godolphin, bite 
lord-treasurer of England, died. He began 
his career of politics utuU r Uharles 11. ; 
voted for the exclusion of the duke of York, 
and became minister of .James II.; voted 
for a regency on the flight of that uioiiarch, 
and next became ininisler of William III., 
and under Anne attained the distinctivui 
of premier. Godidphin was a tory ; and 
from the correspondence he kept up with 
the exiled family seems to have been a 
Jacobite; Imt the calculations of ambition 
in the latter part of Ins life gave him the 
semblance of the dominant party of the 
whigs. 

Oc/. 4. Quesnoy surrenderiMl to the 
French, the garrison being iinule prisoners 
of war. According to the French account, 
this garrison completed the number of 10 
battalions of the allies they had 4h*^tr»tYed, 
or made prisoners, since the defeat at De ■ 
nain, whicli happened the 24th of July. 

Mr. Prior cume over to England, and re- 
turned to France about the middle of No- 
vember, with new instructions. 

The British troops took up their winter- 
quarters in (fhent .uid Biuges, aiul refuseil 
to admit the Dane.s and other mercenaries 
to quarter amongst them. 

The earl of Strafford came to Ijondomin 
I order to compose some ditferences at court 
j The French and Imperial aritues being 
marched into winter-quarters, prince Eu- 
gene repaired to the Ilague. 

Nov. 5, King Philip exwiited his re- 
luinciation to the crown oftVance. 

1 5. A duel fought in Ilyde-park, between 
the duke of liainiltou and colonel Hamilton 
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on the one side, and lord Mohun and lieu- 
tenant-|?eneral Mackartney on the utherpart. 
Lord Mohuii was killed upon the spot ; and 
his {'race died of his wuiiiids, as his servants 
were carrying him to his coach. Colonel 
Hamilton was womided in the foot, and 
surrendered himstdf on the 22nd ; but Mac- 
kartney made his escape, and, upon the re- 
lation of colonel Hainiiton, it was j;enerally 
believed that the duke was killed unfairly 
by Mackartney. 

24. A proclamation, offering 500/. re- 
ward, for apprehending George Mackartney, 
esq., for aiding and assistinj^ in the murder 
of duke Hamilton. 

30, The duke of Marlborough having 
oi)l.iine<l leave of lier majesty to go beyond 
sea, embarked at Dover On- Osteiid. 

Dec. 20, The States-GiMieral agreed to 
come into the plan of peace proposed to 
thfui by the earl of Straif.jrd, on the part 
of (ireat Hrifain, aiul to conclude and sign 
the peace jointly, and at the same time 
wdh her majesty. 

1713. J vi. 20. The ho\ise of the duke of 
Powis. ill Ormond-street, which he had lent 
to the <luke <i*Aumont, the French ambas- 
sador, was burnt dnwn ; whereupon the 
ambassador was assigned an apartment in 
S'Muer'et-liouso. Duke dWuuiont having 
been annoyed for some time with .scurri- 
lous ballads and ammyinmis Utters, it was 
alleged the fire was malicious. 

3U. A new treaty of harrier between 
Cireat Britain and the States was signed. 

Fell. 1. ('Ivavles XII. of .Sweden having 
resided three years and upwards at Bender, 
ill the Turkish dominions, and received 
great civilities from the l*oi to. was attacked 
ia the palace the Turks had assigned him ; 
and, having defended himself with great 
resolution, and lost most of his follov^t-r.s, 
was at length wounded and taken jirisoner. 
He refused to quit the Tuikt.sh territories 
ami return home, though he liad received 
large sums from the firand Seignior to 
enable iiim to begin his march. 

11. The tieaty fur the ev.icuation of(’a- 
taloiiia by the Imperialists, and lor the iieu- 
t ality of Italy, was concluded and signetl. 
Tile same day a cessation of arms was 
agreed to at Utrecht, between the ini- ! 
Ulsters of Fiance and .Savoy. 

Mar. 1,'). The dukes of Berry and Orleans 
made their pvildic reuunciation of the crown 
of Spain, in the parliament of Paris. 

’h). Thkaty of Utukcht signed with 
France by the ministers of Great Britain, 
Savoy, Prussia, Portugal, and the States- 
General, By this celebrated treaty, the 
protestant succession in Kngland is recog- 
uiseil; the separation of the crowns of 
Spain and France secured ; the harbour of | 
Dunkirk demolished ; Acadie, IliidsonV 
Mewfoundlaudi and St. Christopher's 
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ceded to England ; Naj/Ies, Milan, and the 
Spanish Netherlands yielded to the em- 
lieror. Sicily was severed from Naples, 
and transferred to the duke of Savoy, with 
the regal title ; and the Duich obtained 
Namur, Charleroi, and other strong places 
for a barrier. The emperor of Gennany, 
who had alone stood out, was allowed to 
June 1st to signify his assent or dissent to 
the terms of the treaty. 

Apr. 9. Parliament met, when the queen 
informed tliern of the conclusion of peace. 
She expressed her disjileasure at the nume- 
rous libels lately published, and exhorted 
them to consider of new laws to prevent 
this licentiousness, as well as for putting a 
stop to the impious practice of duelling.** 
Both luniscs presented warm addresses of 
congratulation ia return. 

17. The emperor (Charles VI. publishes 
the Pragmatic t^anction, whereby, in de- 
fault of male issue, his daughters should 
succeed, in preference to the sons of his 
brother, Joseph 1, 

May 5- Peace proclaimed, to the inex- 
pressible joy of the nation in general. 

29. Dr. Sacheverel’s term of suspension 
having expired, he preached before tbe 
commons, who thanked him for his sermon, 
and immediately after the queen pre.se uted 
him to the valuable rectory of St. Andrew's, 
Holhorii. 

Copies of the commercial treaty with 
France bemg laid before the commons, 
gave rise to violent debates. Mercantile 
prejudice and political artifice combined to 
oppose the equalisation of the duties on 
Portuguese and French wines; and the 
commons refused to give etiect to the treaty 
of commerce, by a majority of 194 to ItSo 
voices. 

June 1. The earl of Findlater represented 
in the house of lords that the Scotch na- 
tion was aggrieved ia many instances; 
that they were deprived of a privy council, 
and subjected to the English laws in cases 
of treason : that their nobles were reiulered 
incapable of being created British peers; 
and that now they were oppressed with the 
l»urtheii ot the malt-tax wlien ihey had rea- 
son to expect they should reap the beiu tit 
of peace. His lordship then num-d to 
bring in a bill for di>soiving tlie union. 
For the sake of eniharrassiiig tiie miui.stry, 
the motion w»k streiuiousiy suppoited by the 
whig lords — Halifax, Sunderland, Tvoviis- 
hend, — who had only six \ears pre- 

vious zealously supported the union. It 
was negatived, in a full house, by 71 to 
69 peers. 

25. A message to the commons, inf ’i.'ning 
them that the civil-liM wa.s in ariear. and a 
grant of 500 000/. wiis r<*questeti. lUwas 
insinuated that the accimnts submitted to 

the house were deceitful, anc. the real ol>* 
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ject of the court was to obtain a large sum 
to influence the approaching general elec- 
tion. Most of the members having retired 
into the country, the grant was carried in 
a thin house. 

The Pretender having retired to Lorraine, 
both houses addressed the queen to inter- 
fere to cause his expulsion from the duchy. 

3. Dr. Francis Atterbury created 
bishop of Rochester and dean of West- 
minster. 

13. Treaty of Utrecht signed by Spain. 
The emperor had refused to subscribe, and 
single-handed maintained the war against 
France, but without success. 

1 0. Parliament prorogued, aud soon after 
dissolved. The same day, gold medals, of 
the value of 4/. each, were given to the 
members of both houses. On one side was 
the queen’s effigy, and round it the wortls — 
‘‘ Anna Dei gratia .*’* on the reverse, Bri- 
tannia, and round it, “ Composiiis vencran- 
tur Armis,'* 

State ok Paiities. — The earl of Do; set, 
one of the last whigs in office, was removed 
from the government of Dover-castle, which 
was given to the duke of Uniiond ; and the 
duke of Athol, a Jacobite, superseded the 
duke of Montrose as lord-priv)-.seaJ of 
Scotland, Oxford, the treasurer, and Bo- ! 
liiigbroke, the secretary, were competitors 
for asceudeucy in the administration, aud 
rivals in reputation for ability. The trea- 
surer’s parts were deemed more solid; the 
secretary’s, more shining ; botli were what 
would now be termed liberal tories, and 
both were intriguing and ambitious. Bo- 
lingbroke insinuated himself into the con- 
fideiice of lady Masham,whom Oxford had 
offended; and sought to turn the author 
of his rival’s elevation into an iiiNtruraent 
of his disgnice. The queen inclined to the 
more bohl and plausible course of Boling- 
broke, especially as the siipj)le .secietary 
did not hesitate to join in her dislike to 
the Hanover family. The queen’s aver- 
sion to the elector arose osten>ibly from 
his opposition to the peace, and from her 
natural leaning to the restoration oi her 
brother, the Pretender. 

Nov. 2. The duke of Shrew>hury, lord- 
lieutenant, assembles the })arliarnent of Ire- 
land. The two houses were divided on the 
principles of whig and lory. The com- 
mons ordered the prosecution of Kdward 
Lloyd for publishing tht * Memoirs of the 
Chevalier de St. George, ' 

26. Conferences of Kad^tadt opened be- 
tween prince Kugene and marshal ’‘'illars. 

Dec. 11. The new parliament, after re- 
])eated prorogations, meets. 

The queen retired to Windsor, where 
sh^had a steverc attack of the gout, from 
which she slowly recovered. Tlie hoyx*s of 
the Jacobites visibly rose ; the funds fell, 


a great run was made upon the bank : but 
the queen informing the lord-mayor by 
letter of her intention to open parliament in 
person in February, the alarm subsided. 

Mr. Richard Sieele published “ The 
Crisis,” in defence of the revolution and tiie 
protestant settlement, enlarging on the 
danger of a popish successor. On the other 
hand, the hereditary right to the crown of 
England was asserted in a huge volume, 
supposed to be written with a view to pave 
the way for the pretender. One Bedford 
was apprehended, and severely punished 
as the publisher of this treatise. Steele, 
Addison, and Halifax were the chief who 
employed their pens in defence of whig prin- 
ciples. Swift and Bolingbroke were the 
champions of the ministry. 

1714. Alar. 1. Peace proclaimed with 
Spain ; Gibraltar and Minorca were ceded 
to the English, and an exclusive privilege 
granted them of furnishing the Spanish 
West Indies with negroes, at the rate of 
4800 slaves a year, for the term of thirty 
years, according to the Assiento Contract. 

2. Parliament opened by the (pieen. Sfie 
was carried in a sedan chair ; and in a po- 
pular speech, endeavoured to remove the 
prtjvailing aj'prehensimi of danger to the 
protesiaiit succession. 

3. Peace of Radstadt signed between 
France and Germany. 

A complaint iu the commons of sever d 
scandalous papers, ])ublished under the 
name of Richard Steele, esq., .i niemher of 
the house. Steele was oidered to attend in 
his place. Some paragraphs of Ins writings 
were read, and he tried to defend them. 
“ The Kngbshinan” aud “The Crisis” weic 
voted ^editiolls libels, and tl.eir author ex- 
pelled piiriiament. 

Apr. 5. Kesidved in the lords, on the 
motion of lord Wl.arton, hy 76 to 64. that 
the protestant succession is not in dangiT 
uiuUr the present administration. 

12. Baron Schultz demanded of the 
chancellor a writ for the tdectoral prince «»f 
Hanover to sit in the house of peeis as diiKe 
of ('amhridge, intimating that his design 
was to re.side in Kiigiaiid. I’he writ was 
granted with reluctance ; and the quieii 
expresseil her di-appiobation of the priuceV 
intention of residing in England, iu a leUer 
to the jirinccss Sophia. 

13. Debates in the commons on the late 
treaties of commerce. 

1 j. Residved iu the commons, by --’’6 
against 208, That the protestant succession 
is not in danger ; and secondly, That tin* 
queen be desired to renew her efliirts lor 
the lemovul of the pretender from Lor- 
raine. 

Atny 1. Mr. Bedford, ^'ho published the 

Ueretlt/ary HightSy sentenced to pay 
1000 marks, and be imprisoned tliiec years. 



ANNE. A.D. 1714. 


3 ‘20 


I *2. A lull uii rod need iiitho commons to 
prevent the growth of* schism, and for the 
farther security of the church of England. 
The design of it was to prohiliit dissenters 
from teaching in schools. It passed the 
lower house by the great majoiity of 237 
to 126. It was then carried by sir Wil- 
liam Wyndham, the original mover of it, 
to the lords, where it excited the most vio- 
lent debates. Bolingliroke, himself an in- 
fidel, had the effrontiry to defend it as es- 
sential to the security of the church. It 
was opposed by the lords Cowper, Halifax, 
Wharton, Townshend, and Nottingham, 
the last a tory and zealous chutchinan, 
who had latterly attached himself to the 
whigs. Upon the general question, that 
the bill do now pass, it was carried by 77 
to 72. 

June 5. Rumours being abroad of the 
Jacobites enlisting soldiers, a proclamation 
issueil, offering a reward of CiOO/. fur the 
a]»prt*hension of the pretender. 

8. Lord Oxford presents a memorial to 
the queen, vindicating the measures of his 
adrninistration, and comjrlaining of the ob- 
structive cabals of Bolinghrokc. 

23. Dr. Clarke, rector of St. James’s, 
having published opinions on the Trinity, 
deemed heretical liy the convocation, he 
was struck out of the nuinber of the rjuecn's 
chiiplaiu'i. 

23. Hoyal assent given to the schism 
hill. It was to commence August 1st, hut 
the queen dying on that day, it never took 
efKct. 

Same day (2')th) Botlunar arrives with 
iiiteliigence that the princess So])hia died 
on the 8th instant. She was the fourth 
and youngest tlaughter of rredciick, elector 
palatine, and Elizabeth, the daughter of 
J tmes J. of England. 

July G. Twenty-one persons convicted 
ill Ireland of high-treason, in having eii- 
listcd in ilie service of the pretender. 

!). PHrliaincut prorogued by the queen. 

27. Oxford suddenly dismissed from the 
(li asnrership ; and Bolingbroke for a in 
inent seemeil to have reached the minmit 
of his ambition by the fall of his opjxment. 
Tliey had become so exasperateil against 
each other, that they could not refrain 
from tlie most hitter altercations ie the 
ro\al prevence. A slioit time before, Ox- 
hn‘d had threatened to Ic.ive some people 
»s low as he had found them,” alluding to 
the new favourito and St. John. Lady 
Masham said to Harley, in her own house, 
“ You never did the queen any service, i 
are you c.rpahle of doing her any.” Yet 
lard John Kussell relates {^Mrnmrt of the 
-Iffatrs of Europe^ 21)3) that Harley .supped 
with her that same evening, in company 
With Bolingbroke. 

iiiD. The queen seired with a lethargic 


disorder. She said she should not outlive 
the disputes of her ministers. 

30. The symptoms of the queen became 
so alarming that the committee of the 
council, assembled at the Cockpit, ad- 
journed to Kensington. The dukes of So- 

nerset and Argyle, informed of Ium- despe- 
rate situation, repaired to the palace, and, 
without being suinmuned, entered the coun- 
cil-chamber. Bolingbroke started at their 
appearance, but the tluke of Sarewsbury 
thanked them for their readiness to assi.st 
at such a critical juncture, and desired they 
ivoidd take their places. 

The queen was still sensible; and, upon 
the recommemlation of tlie council, she de- 
livered to Shrewsbury the white staff', bid- 
ding him “ use it for the good of the peo- 
ple.’ By this preferment, Shrewsbury was 
at once in possession of the three greatest 
posts in the kingdom, under the titles of 
lord-treasurer, lord-chamberlain, and lord- 
ieiitenant of Ireland, 

31. A l(*tfer, signed by the privy council, 
sent by Mr, Cruggs to the elector of Bruns- 
wick, to apprize him of the queen's sitiia- 
ion, and the measures they had adopted 

to secure his peaceable accession. 

1. The queen expired of rlrop.sy, m 
he fiftieth year of her age, and the thir- 
eenth of l.er reign. She was in her per- 
son of the middle size, well proportioned. 
Her hair was of i\\e dark luowu colour, her 
complexion ruddy : her features ivere re 
gular, her countenance was rather round 
th III t»val, and her aspect more conu*ly than 
majestic. Her voice w as clear and melo- 
dious, and her presence engaging. Her 
favotiiite amusement vvas hunting, wliicli 
she practised in her chaise ; bait the gout 
increasing upon her, and becoming ex- 
tremely unwieldy, she was constrained to 
forego this wliolesonie exercise. Thi-; cir- 
cumstance, and her inteimerate nuale of 
living, probably hiisiened lier ciisstilulion. 
It is related by one writer that she w.is 
much addicted to spirituous liquors. Tin- 
dal contradicts this assertion, and states 
that her excess was principally in eatii g. 

STATUTES IN THIS KKlUN. 

1 Aline, c. 7, Support of her majcsiv ’s 
household and of the honour of the crown ; 
himl revenue of the crown ; duchy of Lan- 
caster. 

C. 2:3. Insolvent debtors delivering '.jp 
their effects. — Expirai. 

C. 30. If a Jew refuse his protostant 
child a maintenance, the lord-chancellor 
may order such maintenances as he th.aks 
tit. 

1 Anne, stat. 2., c. 5. Uivcs an amnuty 
of 14/. per annwin for 8!* years for every 
210/. advanced* 
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C. 9. Mariners destroyinjj ships, to pre- 
iudice of owners, to suAer death. Wit- 
nesses for prisoners in treason, or felony 
to be sworn same as witnesses for the crown 
C. 18. Punishing frauds of persons em- 
ployed in working up the woollen, linen, 
fustian, cotton, and other manufactures. 

2 & 3 Anne, c. 4. Registration of deeds 
and wills. West Riding of Yorkshire. 

C. 11. Queen Aivie's Bounty; granting 
first-fruits and tenths for poor livings. 

3 & 4 Anzio, c. 9. Promissory-notes like 
remedy on as bills of exchange; payment 
of inland bills of exchange. 

4 & 5 Anne^ c. 8. StJccession to the 
crown in protestant line ; oaths; meeting 
of parliament on queen’s demise. 

C. 10. Justices of peace may direct im- 
pressment of vagrants for soldiers. (This 
extraordinary act was revived by 30 Geo. 2., 
cap. 8.) 

5 & 6 Anne, c. 8. Union with Scotland; 
ante, p. 312. 

C. 9. Made legal to retake debtors that 
have escaped from King's- bench and Fleet 
prisons on Sunday. 

U. 2 1. Discharging small livings from 
first-fruits and tenths. 

6 Anr.e, c. 31. Preventing mischiefs by 
fires in the metropolis ; fire-engines to be 
kept in each parish; houses to have party- 
walls ; servants punishable by fine or im- 
prisonment for negligence. 

7 Anne, c. 5. Eutuling all persons to be 
naturalized on taking oath of allegiance ; 
but multitudes tjf foreign beggars availing 
themselves of this act, it was repealed by 
10 Anne, cap. 5. 

C. 1 2. Protects ambassadors from arrests 
for debt. 

C. 14. For the preservation of parochial 
libraries. 

8 Anne, c. 19. Copyright Act — The au- 
thor of a book and his assigns to have the 
sole right of printing it for fourteen years. 
But title of book to be registered with Sta- 
tioners* company. Niue copies to be de- 
lived to the universities. This act was in- 
troduced by Mr. Wortley, the husUaud of 
lady Mary, the celebrated letter writer; 
and seems to have been framed on the prin- 
ciple of the law for the protection of pa- 
tents for discoveries, passed in the reign of 
James I. 

9 Anne, c. 5. Every knight of the shire 
to he qualified with ai estate of 6004 per 
annum; every citizen .iiid burge's',. 30u/. ; 
oaths of qualification to be taken if de- 
manded. 

C. 10, Fixing rates of postage by the 
General Post-office. 

10 Anne, c. 19. Grants a duty on news- 
papers, advertisements, pamphlets, and 
toap. 

12 Anne, sess 2, u. 7. Teachers of 


schools to declare conformity to church of 
England, and receive a license from the 
bishop. 

C. 12. Bishops may assign stipends to 
curates not exceeding 504 ; provides against 
simony. 

C. 16. Interest reduced to 5 per cent. ; 
where more taken, bargain void. 

C. 18. For the assistance of ships in 
danger of being lost at sea. 

Mr. Chalmers (Comparative Estimate 
94) gives the following classificati»)n of 
the acts of parliament passed in this reign, 
tending to promote the commercial inte- 
rests and local improvementsof the nation, 
as such interests were then understood. 
Acts passed for— 

Encouraging shipping and foreign 


trade • . . .17 

Promoting manufactures . . 5 

Roads, churches, bridges, and 
paving . , , ‘26 

Piers, harbours, &c. . .10 

EncJoMires and agricultural im- 
provements . . ,8 

Management of the poor . .5 

For all these u.seful purposes . 71 


TAXKS AND HEVENfR. 

A great many new taxes were devised 
n this reign to support the expensive war 
tgainst the Bourbons. Candles, leather, 
•oap, paper, starch, and other necessary 
aticles were suhjecte<l to the excise. Stamp 
luties on newspajHirs, pamjhlets, and ad- 
crlisemeuts were for the tirst time iin- 
Pi»sed. An attempt was made to lay a tax 
jii income. Resolutions were entered into 
)y the house of commons to lay a per-cent- 
ige duty upon the value of all stock in 
ade, upon money at interest, upon aii- 
iiuities, pensions, and salaries ; but they 
I were abaiinoned, as well as a proposal for 
taxing the transfer of the shares and cajutal 
stock of corporations and companies. A 
bill was introduced for a resumption of all 
grants of the crown since February 13th. 
1688, unless made after due consideration. 
It passed the commons, hut was rejected by 
the lords (Sine. Hist. Rev., Ft. iii., 18 ). A 
resolution of the former, to l.iy a tax upon 
all grants from the crown of one-fifth part 
of the value of the grant at the time it w as 
made, had been previously evaded ; the 
leading men in both houses being 
deeply interested iu grants of that nature 
to Bufier such a bill to become law. 

At the union with Scotland, a mimite 
inquiry was instituted into the hereditary 
revenues <4’ tlie crowns* and the produce 
of the taxes. The following were the re 
suits ; — 
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6*itn7-Zii>/ Revenue, 
The excise on beer (2#. Or/. 

£. 

per barrel) 

286,178 

Further subsidies of ton- 
nage and poundage • 

256,841 

Post-office . 

101,101 

Fines in the Alienation-office 

4,804 

Post-tines 

2,276 

Wine licences • • 

6,314 

Sheriffs ’ proffers . 

1,040 

Compositions in the excheauer 

13 

Seizures of uncustomed and 
prohibited goods 

13,005 

Revenue of the duchy of 
Cornwall 

9,869 

Revenue of the principality 
of Wales 

6,857 

Kents of crown-lands, leases, 
fines, &c. 

2,906 

Total fur the civil-list 

691.204 

Land-tax . . 1 

,997,763 

Malt-duty , , 

650,000 

Ail other taxes . • 2 

,352,836 

Total . . £5 

,691,803 


The following is the amount of the sums 
rocA ived during the twelve years* reign of 
(jiieen Aune : — 


£. 


Customs • • • 

Kxcise • 

Liind-tax , 

Miscellaneous taxes and re> 
ceii)ts . • 


15,113,811 

20,859,311 

21,285,909 


6,261,346 


Loans 


62,520,377 

59,853,154 


ToUl 


£122,373,531 


MKN OF LETTKHS. 

Dr. Robert lluoke, inventor of the pen 
(lulu in watch ; a mathematician and natii- 
nil j.hilosopher, 1635 — 1703. “ Micrugra- 
phiu;’’ •* Theory of the Variations of tin 
(Aunj)aHS and several papers in the Phi- 
losojihical Transactions. 

John Kvelyii, a popular and miscel 
hinoous writer, chiefly on subjects of natiira 
history, 1620 — 1706. “ Sytva, or a Dis- 

course of Forest Trees ‘ Terra, a Piiilc 
soi>hic;il Discourse of Karth, relating to its 
Cultivation both these have been edited 
hy Dr. IFunter, Evelyn's “ Memoirs au-. 
Diury,” the last extending from 1641 to 
1705, was published in 1819, 2 vols. 4to.; 
and more recently his miscellaneous works 
Were collected and published. 

Dr. Thomas Sherlock, dean of St. Paul's, 
a distinguished polemical divine of tlie 
bigh church class, USO— 1707, *» Dis- 


courses on Death and Judgment; with 
numerous controversial tracts on the Trinity. 

Dr. Charles Davenant, inspector-general 
f exports and imports, 1656 — 171 1. A 
popular writer in his day on subjects of 
trade and political economy. Sir Charles 
Whitworth published a collection of his 
tracts in 5 vols. 8vo., 1771. 

Gregory King, draughtsman, writer on 
heraldry, and veiy ingenious political arith- 
metician, 16 18 — 1712. It was from King 
Dr. Davenant obtained some of his most 
valuable statistic.il details. ** The Order of 
the Installation of Piinci* George of Den- 
mark and others, as Knights of the Gar- 
ter;” Political Conclusions,’' of which the 
most complete republicatioii is affixed to 
Chalmer’s ‘‘ Comparative Estimate,” edi- 
tion 1804. 

Thomas Kym*u', the royal historiogra- 
pher, died in 1713. “ Fcedera;” a collec- 

tion of treaties and public acts, from the year 
1 101 , in 1 5 vols. folio ; live more were added 
)y Sanderson. liesides“ Fmdera” and other 
writings, Uyiner left unpublished fift}-eight 
volumes relating to English history, now in 
the British Museum. 

John Locke, one of the most usefol and 
celebrated of philosophical writers, 1632 — 
1704. “Letter on Toleration,” 16S9; 

Essay concerning Human Understand- 
ing,” 1690; “ Treatises on Government,” 
1690; “ (5)nsiderations on Lowering the 
Value of Money” 1691 ; “Thoughts con- 
cerning Kducaiiou,’' 1693; “ Re.isiuiable- 
ness of Christianity,” 1695. Several of 
the MSS. writings oi Locke have been pub- 
lished since his death : one edition, with a 
memoir, hy the late lord King. 

John Kay, a celeluated English natu- 
ralist, 1628 — 1705. “ Catalogue of Eng- 

lish Plants;” “ (.’ollection of English Pro- 
verbs *♦ Wisdom of (tod manifested ill 
the Creation*,” “Philosophical Letters;” 
and some other publications. 

John Pomfiet, a poet, 1667 — 1703. “The 
Choice.” 

John Philips, a georgical and humor- 
ous poet, 1676 — 1708. “The Splendid 
Shilling ‘‘ Blenheim “ Cyder the 
last an imitation of the bucolics of Virgil. 

Some of the most distinguished writers 
of this period will fall within the enumera- 
tion of a subsequent reign. The leigu of 
cpieen Anne has been termed the Aiigu'«t.iu 
age of English literature. But its ])opular 
writers are more distinguished by the clas- 
sical beauties of their compositions than 
strength and origiiialityofgenius. 2fh<>uever 
we enibruce a longer j)erii>d, from tho Res- 
toration to the close of the reign ol (leorge I., 
wo shall find men eminent in every 
branch of science and literaturt*. Dr. Smol- 
lett has given the following grapluc sketch, 
though his list is neither conipletc nor cviti- 
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tally correct : — Dr. Atterbury and Dr. 
Clark distinguished themselves in divinity 
-^Mr. Whiston wrote in defence of Arian- 
ism — ^John Locke shone forth the great re- 
storer of human reason — the earl of 
Shaftesbury raised an elegant though feeble 
system of moral philosophy — Berkeley, 
afterwards bishop of Cloynoj in subtlety 
and variety of metaphysical arguments, as 
well as in the art of deduction — lord Bo- 
lingbroke’s talents as a metaphysician have 
been questioned since his |) 0 !>thumoii 8 works 
a])peared. Great progress was made in 
mathematics and astronomy by Wallis, 
Halley, and Flamsteed ; — the art of medi- 
cine owed some valuable improvements to 
the classical Dr. Friend and the elegant Dr. 
Mead. Among the poets of this era we 
number John Phillips, author of a didactic 
poem, called “ Cy<ler,” performance of 
real merit ; ho lived and died in ohscnrity. 
AV'illiam Congreve, celebrated for his come- 
dies, which are not so famous for strength 
of character and power of humour, as lor 
wit, elegance, and regularity. Vanbnrgh, 
who wrote with more nature and fire, 
though with far hss art and precision. 
Steele, who in his comedies succe.ssfully 
ingrafted modern characters on the ancient 
drama. Farquhar, who drew his pictures 
from fancy rather than from nature, and 
whose chief merit consists in the agreeable 
pertness and vivacity of his dialogue. Ad- 
dison, whoso fame as a poet greatly ex- 
ceeded his genius, which was coid and 
enervate, though he yielded to none in the 
character of an e.ssayist, either for st)le 
or matter. Swift, whose muse seems to 
have been mere misanthropy ; he was a 
cynic rather than a poet, and liis natural 
dryness and sarcastic severity wouhl have 
been unpleasing, had he not qualified them 
hy adopting the extravagant humour of 
Lucian and Rabelais. Prior, lively, fami- 
liar, and amusing ; Rowe, solemn, florid, 
and declamatory. Pope, the prince of lyric 
poetry, unrivalled in ethics, satire, and po- 
lished Versification. The agreeable Par- 
nel ; the wild, the witty, and the whimsi- 
cal Garth. Gay, whose fables may vie with 
those of La Fontaine, in native humour, 
ease, and simplicity, and whose genius for 
pastoral was truly original. Dr. Bentley 
stood foremost in tiie list of critics and 
commentators. Sir Christopher Wren 
rai.sed some noble monument'* of architec- 
ture. The most ceh rated political writers 
were Davenant, Hare, Swiff, Steele, Addi- 
son, Bolingbroke, and Treuchard.” 

Many of the political pulilicationH were 
published weekly, and sold for a penny or 
twopence each* Of this class was the tory 
Examiner^ in which St. John and Swift 
were the principal writers. Opposed to it, 
ii\ 1710, was the whig Exominer^ to which 


Steele and Addison contributed. But the 
origin of periodical essays on men and 
manners forms the chief literary distinction 
of queen Anne’s reign. The first of these, 
the ‘^Tatler,” was begun hy Steele in 17011 ; 
it was followed hy the “ Spectator” and 
the ‘‘ Guardian” within the five following 
years. It is to these happy literary vehi- 
cles of general instruction and amusement 
that much of the moral discrimination 
and practical good sense of the middle 
ranks of England may he attributed. Their 
sale was very considerable ; of the “ Spec- 
tator,” the most popular, sometimes 20,000 
numbers were sold in a day 1 

3COT1.AND AT TUB UNION. 

The reign of queen Anne forms un ioi- 
portant era in the history of Scotland, by 
closing the story of her separate constitu- 
tion. The crowns had been united in the 
person of James I., and both nations con- 
tinued to acknowledge the sovereignty of 
the same monarch in the person of Anne; 
hut after the Sci>ts’ parliament had passed 
the act of security in 1703 {ante p. 300), it 
was doubtful whether the parliaments of 
the two countries would agree in the choicu 
of her successor. Hence imjiended tlie 
great danger of a revival of those diflii- 
ences and, perhaps, of the hostilitii^s th.it 
hud anciently divided and mutually in- 
jured the two kingdoms. Happily, four 
years after, this crisis was averted hy a sea- 
sonable exertion of vigour on tlie part of 
the English ministry, in effecting the le- 
gislative union, which removed all uppre- 
heiision of future national conflicts. 

If the pride of Scotland was not hurt, 
she had no other cause of regret at the loss 
of her political independence. For nearly 
two centuiies she had been the constant 
scene of plots, strife, and dissension. Two 
evils had especially disturbed her peace 
and interrupted her prosperity. These 
were the feuds of the territorial aristocracy, 
and the struggles and alternate triumphs of 
the episcopalian and pieshyteriau worshi[>s, 
neither of which knew toleration. By the 
former, there was no security for propeity 
or industry ; by the latter, liberty of enn- 
science was denied. The union obtained 
for Scotland religious ^leace, by guarantee- 
ing the permanent ascendancy of presliy- 
terianism ; but it was reserved for a .siihsc- 
quent reign to establish the entire siijnc- 
macy of the law, hy the extinction of the 
feudal jurisdictions of the nobility. 

A few statistical facts may be properly 
adduced, to show the condition and re- 
sources of Scotland at this period. In the 
rvi/fii of WUliani JIL, the post-office did 
not exist a.s a sejiai^te brunch of the re- 
venue. At the union it was farmed tbi 
ll'J-lf. The rales paid for the carriage oi 
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letters were as follows : — A siiiji^le letter to 
any place within 50 miles of Kdinburii^h, 
'‘Id. ; to any place with’ii 100 miles, 3f/. ; 
and to nil places in Scotland above 100 
mileS; 4ri. The epistolary correspondence 
of the country must have bi*en very limited) 
when even these rates, which remained un- 
altered until 1784, proved so very unpro- 
ductive. The entire revenue of the king- 
dom amounted only to 1 10,604/. per an- 
num ; and the produce of the customs and 
excise show that there was hardly any 
commerce, and very little consumption of 
taxable articles. 

Sir John Sinclair gives the following 
statement of the public income of Scotland 


t the union : — 

£. 

Crown-rents • 

. 5,500 

Feudal casualties 

. .3,000 

Customs 

. .30,000 

FiXeise 

. 3.3.500 

Fost-office . 

• 1,194 

Coinage impositions 

. 1,500 

Land-tax . 

. 36,000 

Total 

£110,694 


Such was the revenue of Scotland at that 
timo ; hardly the patrimony of many in- 
dividuals at present. Her population at the 
iiniuii is supposed not to have exceed- 
ed 1,050)000. Like all j»oor countries 
without large towns, couimeree, or manu- 
factures, Scotland was subject to fre(pient 
ami destructive scarcities, A visitation of 
tins s«»it, of peerdiar intensity, and which 
also prevailed in Knglaml and on the Con- 
tiueut, afTlicted her fn)in 1003 to 1700. 
During these ‘‘ seven dl years,” as they 
were termed, many ]>ersons died of famine ; 
several extensive pirishes in Aberdeen- 
shire were nearly depopulated ; and some 
^.uins remained unoccui ied for years after- 
wards. Fletcher of Saltoun is IVequently 
• pinted to show the miseral)le and dis- 
oidcily state of Scotland. In one of his 
“ Discourse*,” written in 1C98, and colour- 


ed, apparently, with the characteristic 
warmth of the Scotch patriot, he says, — 

“ There are at this day in Scotland (be- 
sides a great many poor families, very 
meanly provided for by the church boxes, 
with others who., by living on had food, fall 
into various diseases,) 200,000 people beg- 
ging from door to door. These are not only 
no way advantageous, hut a very grievous 
burthen to so poor a country. And though 
the number of them be perhaps double of 
what it was formerly, by reason of this pre • 
sent great distress’, yet in all times theie 
have been about 100,000 of these vaga- 
bonds who have lived without any siibiec- 
tion or regard to the laws of the laud, or 
even those of God and nature. Fathers in- 
cestuously accompanying with their own 
daughters; the son with the mother; and 
the brother with the sister. No magistrate 
could ever discover, or be informed which 
way one in a hundred of these wretches 
died, or that they ever were baptized. Many 
murders have been discovered among them 
— and they are not only an unspeakable op- 
pression to poor tenants (who, if they give 
not bread or some kind of provision to per- 
haps forty such villains in one day, ate 
sure to be insulted by them), but they rob 
many poor people who live in houses dis- 
tant from auy neighbourhood.” 

This describes the existing vagrancy 
and mendicity of Ireland; a:»<i such 
disorders long contimied, for Scotland 
di»l not reap any special atlvant.ige from 
the union till the suppression of the re- 
bellion of 1745. Alter that event, Ja- 
cobitisin, which had become neaily extinct 
in Fmglaitd, ceased to subsist in ^icoilaiid, 
except as a sentiment of vague r» s]iect lor an 
unfortunate family. It was followed by the 
substitution of a stipendiary and impartial 
magistracy for the hereditary jnrisdictiunsof 
the landed proprietary. New roads were 
ttpened through the Highlands ; schools 
established ; peace, onler, and security gene- 
rally introduced, which ]niveil the way for 
improvements of all kiiuls, in agriculture, 
commerce, and manufactures. 


GEORGE I. A D. 1714 to 1727. 


Thk memorable c.xample of the parliamentary scttlenipiit of the success 
^ion to the crown teiubul materially to lessen the intUionco of the ])ersonal 
ehiiracter of the sovereign on the government. The elective pow'er, exer- 
eiseil V)y the legislature, })laced the monarch himself nearly on tlie same 
level of rcvsponsibility as the national representatives ; and it is hardly 

possible but he must have felt similar deference to the souice wheneo le 

derived his title atul uuihorlt'v. But other eivcvwustauees hc\\^cA lo 'vevVwe'i 
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within a naiTOwer circle than that of his two immediate predecessors the 
active interference of the first prince of the Brunswick family in the con- 
tluct of public ail airs. 

George I. ascended the English throne in his fifty-fifth year, when men 
are usually more disposed to acquiesce in the settled routine than venture 
on novel, and perhaps, troublesome experiments. Moreover, the natural 
disposition and understanding of the king were not of a kind at any 
period of his life to carry him out of the established orbit. He was a 
person of as simple tastes as appearance ; German in all his habits and 
attachments, even to that of his mistresses. In England he was a stranger, 
his home being Hanover. He was neither acquainted with the constitu- 
tion, language, nor manners of his new subjects ; nor did he ever care to 
become so. He naturally inclined to the seclusion of a private station ; 
being shy and reserved in public, but easy and facetious among his inti- 
mates. During the fourteen years of his government of the electorate, he 
had acquired the reputation of a just and circumspect prince, who well 
understood, and steadily pursued his own interests, and would have been 
well content to end his days in the petty sovereignty of his ancestors, bad 
not the ambition of others been greater than his own. Punctual in busi- 
ness, he was more dull than indolent; and the plain honesty of his 
temper, joined with the narrow notions of a low education, made him look 
upon his acceptance of the crown as an act of usurpation, which was 
always uneasy to him."^ He had no taste for literature, or the arts ; 
was ..morons, fond of punch, and parsimonious. Avarice was so pre- 
dominant in him, that he would raise no troops to secure the succes- 
sion; and the principal wdiigs were obliged from their own pnrscs to ad- 
vance the sums necessary, to gain some ignoble men of rank, wliorn 
nothing else could induce to joiti them.t With these qualities, George I. 
was not likely to give mucli trouble to his ministers or the nation. The 
constitution was not likely to be endangered, though strict impartiality in 
government was hardly to be expected, considering the earlier and stronger 
ties by which the king was bound to his hereditary states than his acquired 
dominions. 

In order to understand the political occurrences of this reign, it w ill be 
necessary to remind the reader of the state of parlies. The Jacobites, or 
partij^ans of the house of Stuart, were very numerous ; even queen Anne, 
as well as her ministers Oxford and Bolingbroke, are represented to have 
been in favour of the exiled family. The partisans of the Pretender, hf)W- 
ever, never openly avowed their designs, but were mostly included among 
the lories, who, with tlir wings, formed the ostensible parties into which 
the nation was divided.^ Many of the tones were not from principle op- 
posed to the Haiioverian succession, but only dreaded the accession of tliat 
family from an apj)rebcnsion that the whigs would then predominate, and 
engross all places uf trust and emolument. The strength of the lories lay 
among the nobility and gentry, with the populace of London, Birrniiiglnini, 
Bristol, Mauchest ; , and the chief towns and cities of the kingdom. The 
whigs leaned for support on the dissenters, the Bank, and the monied in* 

* Lord Wharndiffe’s Letters and Work* of Lady Mary Wortlcy Montagu, i. 107. 

f Lord John Kusseli's Memoi» of nie Affairs of Kurope, i. 301. 

^ 'J htTt* was doubtless a third ])arfy now, ns there always had been since the period 
of the civil war, but it was too in.sigiiiticant for notice. Kvelyn say%(MeTiioir8 ii. 1) that 
there were republicans at the Kevoiutioii who were for making the princ^i of Orange 
a stadtholder, after the example of the United Provinces. 



GEORGE 1. A.D. 1714 to 1727. 


335 


tercst. Tlie abstract principles of both parties were nearly the same as at 
present; the tories inclining more inflexibly to the support of the church, 
hereditary right, and the royal prerogatives than the whigs, who held that 
these fundamental principles ought to bend to the changing interests and 
opinions of the conimunity. The changes that have intervened are, that 
the tories liave lost the support of the populace, and the whigs, of a por- 
tion of the commercial classes, by whose union a third, or radical party 
has been formed. 

The whigs having dexterously availed themselves of the divisions of the 
tories, on the death of queen Anne, to pave the way for King George, that 
prince threw himself entirely into the hands of the friends who had most 
efficiently served him ; and from his accession the principle may be con- 
sidered to have been first attempted of carrying on the government, not by 
a balance or even unequally mixed administration, but by a cabinet 
composed exclusively of one party. “During the reign of William III., 
and the greater part of tliat of Anne,’’ observes lord John Russell, “ the 
offices of state were divided between tlie members of the two parties, with 
a view to conciliate both, and to exclude the more haughty and presump- 
tuous leaders from acquiring a dictation over the sovereign. In the middle 
ol the reign of Anne, the whigs obtained something like exclusive power ; 
and towards the end of that reign, the tories possessed \inbalanccd autho- 
rity ; but tlieir hesitation and misconduct totally deprived them of the con- 
fidence of the new king, and the whigs found themselves strong enough to 
keep out their opponents for nearly half a century. From this time w’e 
may observe in the ministry of England, greater unity of views, a more 
(:i)inpletc confidence among the members of it, and a more uniform policy 
lowanls foreign powers.’’ The hybrid principle, however, was again re- 
sorted to in the next reign ; and on the fall of Lord Granville, in 1744, the 
“ hroad-bottom ministry” was formed. 

The leading policy of the wdiigs to support their atlministration appears 
to have been to conciliate the king's favour by indulging his German pre- 
dilections ; and secondly, by frustrating the designs of tiie disaflected. In 
])iirsuit of the first object, the treaty of Hanover was concluded, and the 
annexation of the duchies of Bremen and Verden to the electorate secured. 
Ihiglund w'as not interested in either : they concerned only the king's here- 
ditary states ; yet in consequence of them, the nation was entangled in 
continental alliances, in expensive armaments, and financial difficulties. 
Ministers, unable openly to justify ibeir policy, resorted to imaginary or 
exaggerated pretexts ; as the necessity of their foreign connexions to the 
jirotcction of commerce, the maintenance of the balance of power, and the 
pvotostant succession. 

Tlie measures of ministers, especially directed agaiiitt the disaffected, 
were, the discomfiture of the rebellion of the earl of Mar and disarming of 
tlie Highlanders; repeated suspensions of the Habeas C'orpus Act; the 
passing of the Septennial and Riot Acts; the introduction of the Peerage 
Rill ; and their endeavours, at the beginning of the new reign, to inflict 
a severe and vindictive punishment on their tory predecessors. 

Mar s rebellion was a rash and ill-conducted enterprise. Mr. Hallam 
observes (Const. Hist. iii. 311) that the clergy did great mischief; they 
inliamed the Jacobite prejudices of the people, but elicited no elective co- 
ojHTation in the Pictcndcr’s cause. Few rose in arms to support tlw in- 
S'urrection, compared with those who desired its success ; and a supine 
herd of priests and country gentlemen hoped to gather, without risk, the 
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rewards of their noisy declamations in favour of liereditary right. Two 
peers and thirty other persons suffered for this unsuccessful treason. A 
great many more escaped from Newgate and other prisons, assisted by 
their numerous adherents. 

The substitution of septennial for triennial parliaments forms as ex- 
traordinary an example of legislative temerity as ever the Long Parliament 
exhibited. The house of commons had been elected for three years, and 
they elected themselves for four years longer, and by the same right miglit 
doubtless have made their sittings for life or a perj)etuity. This usiirj)a- 
tion of the franchises of their constituents has been defended on the ground 
of the prevailing excitement and disaffection ; and it does appear from 
the occurrences of this period, that the Revolution settlement might have 
been endangered by a general election. Others have vindicated the Sep- 
tennial Act as a permanent improvement, by rendering less frequent tlie 
corruption and tumults of a general election. But as the last have been 
circumscribed by the iiarliamentary reform acts, and Jacobitisin is extinct, 
tlicre seems now little reason for not repairing the breach in the constitu- 
tion, committed in a moment of emergency. 

The Peerage Bill was introduced under the pretext of obviating the in- 
convenience of sudden augmentations of the peerage ; as in the last reign, 
when there were at once twelve new creations : but the real design was so 
apparent, that it has been generally abandoned, as an indefensible cx])e- 
dient for perpetuating the whigs* domination. By this bill, the house of 
lords, after a few more additions, was to be limited to the existing number. 
As respects Scotland, one of the provisions of the union was to be abro- 
gated, and she was to have twenty- five hereditary, instead of sixteen elec- 
tive, members. Fewer the number of lords, and greater the imjiortancc 
of each, this novel project passed the upper house with little dilliculty, hut 
was rejected by the commons with a show of indignation, as an audacious 
attempt to exclude them and their posterity from the honour of the peerage. 
That the king should not only concur in, but actually recommend to the 
adoption of jiarliament, a scheme, depriving him of one of his most valu- 
able ])rerogativcs, shows how passive an instrument he was in the hands of 
his ministers. 

It is observable that the bitterness of political, as well as religious dif- 
ferences has much abated within the last century. In the last and pre^eut 
reigns the rival parties waged as fierce political warfare as rival despots ; 
and hardly anything would a]>pease the rage of either whigs or lories iu 
their turn of triumph, save the exile or decapitation of their opponents. 
No sooner had the whigs g(it firmly hold of the government, than tlu y 
commenced a fierce persecution of their predecessors. I'lie earl of Oxfud, 
viscount Bolingbrokc, and the duke of Ormond were impeached of higli- 
treason, and the carl of Strafford, of high crimes and misdemeanors. All 
the charges against them originated iu the measures they had adopted in the 
accomplishment of the peace of Utrecht. But as thesjc measures had been 
sanctioned both b' the sovereign and the legislature, cither previously or 
subsequently, it is impos5il>!e to conceive on what ])rctcxt of justice they 
could be impeaclied before the very tribunal that had concurred iu their 
execution. The ])articular charge, magnified into treason, against Bolmg- 
broke and Oxford was, that in the negotiation for peace, they had en- 
deavoured to jirocurc the city of Toiiniay for the French king, which by 
a most forced construction, was held to be an adheriiTg-to the queens 
enerniea^ within the statute of Edward III. Bolingbrokc and Ormond 
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withdrev^ to (he Continent; the impeachment of Oxford was abandoned, 
after he had suffered two years’ imprisonment in the Tower, owing to a 
disagreement between the two houses. 

There are two events in the foreign history of this period wliich deserve 
to be noticed, because they will show the intolerance and superstition 
which still prevailed in two of the first kingdoms in Europe. The king of 
France, Louis XV., published a severe edict against all his protestant 
subjects : whoever performed any exercise of the reformed religion, if a 
man, was to be sent to the galleys ; if a woman, to be shaved, and con- 
fined where the judges thought fit. The protestant preachers to be put to 
death ; and those who had any communication, directly or indirectly, witli 
sucli ministers, condemned to the galleys. To give their children foreign 
education, to be punished with a fine of 6000 livres ; and the memory of 
those who died in the j)rofession of the protestant religion to be prose- 
cuted. To these were added various other penalties for dissuading sick 
persons from dying catholics, marrying abroad without license ; and bap- 
tism and schooling were forbid to protestants. 

The other event is the voluntary abdication of Philip V., king of Spain, 
at the aee of thirtv-nine. with an ambitious queen of thirty-one, leaving 
tne tnrone to a son in his seventeenth year, and a daughter-in-law in her 
sixteenth year. To this renunciation he said he w'as induced that he 
might devote the remainder of his days to the service of God, meditate on 
death, and seek salvation disengaged from worldly cares. All he claimed 
was a yearly pension of 12l),000/. to support him in the monastery of St. 
lldefonso. The letter which he wrote to his son contained pious ex- 
hortations on the duties of a Christian, and some directions for the worship 
of the Virgin, but none for the government of a kingdom.” 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1714. Aug. 1. George I. duke of Bruns- 
wick-Luiieui)urgh, and elector of Hanover, 
succeeded to the crown on the demise of 
queen .Anne, by virtue of act# of Parlia- 
ment for seen ring the Protestant succession. 
He was born May ‘2H, 16G0, and was the 
ebiost son (»f Kiiiest-Au;'ustus, biship of 
Dsnnblirgh, *!uke of Iljumver, and elector 
of itluns^vick'Llinenblir^b, by the princess 
Sopliia, tilth and youngest d.iii^hter of Fre- 
lU'iick V. elector palatine and king of Bo- 
Ic'tria, and the princess Elizabeth, daugh- 
ter ot James I. King of England. The new 
ki^ig’s title was strictly elective ; for .admit- 
ting the male line of the house of Stuart 
to have been extinguished in the persiui of 
James II., the right of blood vested in the 
hi.use of Savoy, descended from Henrietta, 
duebesH </f Orleans, daughter of Charles 1. 
.And the princess Sophia herself, being the 
youngest daughter of the palatine, more 
than fifty descendants of that prince, prior 
m the order of succession, were passed over 
by the accession of the Hanover family. 
Upon the death of the queen, the privy- 
council being assembled accotding to the 
ftct of 4 & 5 of Anne, c. 8, three instru- 
nients of the same tenor were produced by 


the archbishop of Canterbury, the lord- 
chancellor, and Monsieur Kreyenberg, tins 
resident of Hanover, under .the baud and 
seal of the elector of Brunswick, then 
George I., nominating nineteen persons to 
be added to the seven great officers appoint- 
ed by the said act to compose the regency. 
The seven so appointed were,Tenis«'n, aich- 
bishop of Canterbury ; liarcourt. lord- 
chancellor ; Sheffield, duke of Bucking- 
ham, bud president ; Talbot, duke of 
Shrewsbury, lord high-tieasurer ; Eegg, 
earl t>f Dartmouth, lord privy-seal ; Went- 
worth, earl of Strsfiford, tits! lord cvunniis- 
siuner of the admiralty ; ami sir Thomas 
Parker, lord chief-justice of the Kmg's- 
bench. The nineteen appointed by the 
king were, the archbishop of A’ork ; tlukcs 
of Shrewsbury, Somerset, Bolton, Devon- 
shire, Kent, Argyle, Montrose, Roxbur^:b ; 
euris of Pembri>ke, Anglesey, C'ailis'.e, Not- 
tingham, Abingdon, ScATboiough, Oxford ; 
loK«.<8 Townshend. Halifax, and Cowper. 

The lords justices, or rc|feiicy, named by 
the king, were chiefiy whigs. with the ad- 
dition of these fore peers wlio h.nl appeared 
the most zealous for the successhn. Ad- 
dison was appoiotctl their sccivtary, and 
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Bulingbroke, who had so lately hud the pre- 31 . O. S. King George, with the p» inc»*, 
inicu'tihip within his grasp, was now seen began liis journey from Hanover towards 
waiting with his papers at the door of the England, and arrived at tlreHague the 5th of 
council; “ where many passed him with September, where he remained till the 16th. 
scorn, who a few days before would have Sept. 7. N. S. The treaty of peace be- 
given half their fortunes for his smile.*' tweeii the empire and France was signed 
The king was proclaimed with the usual at Baden. 

solemnity. Parliament also met, pursuant 8. Au order of council against throwing 
to the act, and the members spent the three squibs or fire-works on the day of his ii.a- 
foHuwing days in taking the oaths. jesty’s public entry. 

An order of council issued for altering 11. The duke of Berwick stormed Bar- 
the prayers for the royal family. celona, which was defended with great ob- 

The French king published ail arret for stinacy ; hut in the evening the garrison 
legitimating his natural sons, the dukes of retired into the new city, and beat the cha- 
Maine andToulonse, and capacitating them made ; on the 12th they surrendered, upon 
to inherit the crown of France after the cundit on to have their lives saved, and 


princes of the blood. 

3. The late queen was opened, and the 
next day her bowels were interred in West- 
niinster-abbey. 

4. The duke of IMarlbt.roiigh made a 
sort of triumphal entry into London, but 
his coach unluckily broke down at Temple- 
bar, and he was forced to get into another. 

5. King George proclaimed at Edin- 
burgh. 

The lord chancellor made a speech to 
both houses of pailiament, in the name of 
the regency, giving an account of their pro- 
ceedings since the queen*8 death. They 
recommended to the commons the settling 
the king’s revenue, and establishing the 
public credit. 

6. Addresses of condolence and con 
gratulation voted to the king by both houses. 

An order of the lords justices for a ge- 
neral inournuig, to begin the 15th instant. 

King George was proclaimed at Dublin. 

1 1. The commons voted his majesty 
the same revenues the late queen had, ex- 
cept the revenue of the duchy of Cornwall, 
which was by law vested in the jirince. 

14. N. S. The pretender, hearing of 
the queen’s death, left Lorraine, and went 
to Versailles ; but the Ficiich king refused 
to see him, alleging his engagements to 
the Hanover succession ; whereupon the 
chevalier returned to Lorraine. 

21. The lords justices gave the royal 
assent to an act for the better support of 
his majesty’s household. 

24. The private interment of queen 
Anne was solemnized in Westminster-uh- 
bey. She was interred in the same vault 
with Charles II., king Wdliam, queen Ma- 
ry, and prince George of Denmark. 

25. Parliament prorogued to the 23rd 
of September. 

28. Orders arrived from Hanover to the 
regency, for preparing a patent for creating 
the prince royal prince of Wales, anti for 
removing lord Bolingbroke from his office 
of secretary of state : and on the 3l6t the 
seals were taken from him, and the doors 
of hia office locked and sealed up. 


that the city should not be plundered. 

15. A proclamation, ofiering a reward 
of 100,000/. for appnhending the preUmd- 
cr, if he should attempt to laud in the Bri 
tish dominions. 

The c.<rl marshal published an order, 
prohibiting all coaches coming into Green- 
wich paik on the day of his majesty’s en- 
try, but those of the great otticers, the 
nobility and their sons, the privy council- 
lors ami judges. 

16. O. S. King George, with the piiiuv, 
embarked for England, and arrived at 
Greenwich on the ISih in the evening: he 
was received by the duke of Norihurnber 
land, capiain of the lift-guard, and lord- 
chancellor Il/ircoutt, at the head of the 
lords of the regency. 

King Phi ip V. of Spain was marrieil by 
proxy*^ to the princess of Parma. 

17. Lord viscount Townshend was 
sworn one of his majesty’s jiriucipal secre- 
taries of state. 

19. There was a great court at Green- 

wich of all sorts : it was observed, that those 
who jirospered in the lute reign met with a 
remarkable neglect. Tlie duke of Ormond, 
who came in great splendour to pay his 
respects, was refusi d admission : he was 
removed from the c.iptuin-generalship. The 
great seal was taken from lord Haicourt 
and given to b'rd Cowper. The earl of Ox- 
ford, late lord-treasurer, kissed his majesty's 
hand with the crowd, but was not vouch- 
safed any furtlier notice. • 

20. The king made his public entry in- 
to London. The gieat guns at the Tower 
were fired wlieii his majesty took coach, ^s 
also when he passed over Loudon bridge ; 
and on his majesty's urrival at his palace, 
the cannon in the Park were three times 
discharged. 

21. A great court at 8t. James’s ; and 
among tlie rest, Mr. ^ Idworth, M.P. for New 
Wind.sor, was there, whom colonel Chod- 
leigh branded with the name of Jacobite , 
whereupon a quarrel ensued, and they both 
went in a coach to M#rvleboiie fields, and 
Mr. Aldworth was killea iq>on the spot. 
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22. Ilis majesty declared in council his 
firm purjwse to support the churches of 
England and Scotland, uk they were by 
law established. The same day, the prince 
royal was declared prince of Wales, and 
took his place at the council-board. 

29. Sir William Humphreys elected 
lord-mayor of London. 

Oct, 1 . The former privy council having 
been dissolved, a new one assembled this 
day. 

The king of Sweden, after about four 
years’ residence in Turkey, set out from De- 
nintash for his own dominions, bedig pre- 
sented with several purses of gold by the 
sultan, to defray the cliarges of his 
journey. 

5. Nbw Ministuy. — By tliis time the mi- 
nistry was formed, and was as follows : — 
Lord Halifax, Fir»t Lord of the Treatury, 
and Chanceihir of the Exchequer, 

Lord Cowper, Lord Chancelior. 

Earl of Nottingham, Presilent of the 
Council, 

Marquis of Wharton, Lord Privy-seal, 
Visciiunt Townsheiul and Mr. Stanhope, 
Secretaries of State, 

Karl of Oxford, First lytrdnf the Admiralty, 
Karl of Sunderland, Lord-lieutenant of Ire- 
land, 

Duke of Marlborough, Commander-in-chief, 
Duke <»f Shrewsbury, Lord Chamberlain. 
Duke of Somerset, Master of the Horse, 
Hubert Walpole, Paymaittr of the Forces, 
Mr, Pulteney, Secretary at liar, 

Mr. Aislabie, Treasurer of the Aary. 

Mr. Earle, Lieutenant-General of the Ord- 
nance, 

All the principal offices, both of the 
ministry and the household, were held by 
whigs. Shrewsbury was the only minister 
of the late queen, and Nuttingliani the only 
(lecided tory. Out of the privy-council a 
caldnet was formed, consisting chiefly of 
the lord-chancellor and MarllK»rough, the 
earls of Nottingham and Sunderland, the 
lords Halifax, Townshend, Soimrs, and 
g* neral Stanhope. All these had distin- 
guished themselves by open opposition to 
the late measures and the peace. 

10. The lord-lieutenants and deputy- 
lieutenants were alteretl almost all over 
England. 

' 15. The princess of Wales, with her two 
eldest daughters, having landed at Margate 
two days before, and lain one night at Ho- 
chester, passed through London to St. 
James’s. 

20. King George crowned at Westmin- 
ster, with the usual solemnity ; but as the 
p»ocehsion was going by, several people 
Were killed and hurt by the fall of scaflulds 
in Palace.yard. The rear was closed by a 
pt^rson of honour, especially appointed for 
the purpose. The procession m.uched on 
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foot u{)onhlue cloth, to the abl 4 ;y. Wlule 
homage was being performed by the nobi. 
lity, the treasurer of the household threw 
about the coronation medals, having the 
king’s effigy on one side ; on the reverse, 
the king sitting in an elbow-chair, Britan- 
nia crowning him ; with the motto ' Georgius 
Rex, inaug. Oct. 20, 1714.* Dinner in the 
hall being ended and all things performed 
with great magnificence, about seven 
o’clock his majesty returned to St. JameVa, 
and the day concluded with bonfires, illu- 
minations, ringing of hells, and other de- 
monstrations of general joy. 

23. Mr. Prior, the British resident in 
France, presented a memorial to that court, 
requiring that the canal and the new works 
at Mardyke be demolished. 

29. The king, with the prince and prin- 
cess, accepted of an invitation to the lord- 
mayor’s feast ; and his majesty ordered 
1000/. to be paid into the hands of the 
sheriffs for the relief of poor debtors. 

Nov, 1. Dr. John Radclifie died, the 
most eminent physician of his time : he left 
40,000/. to the university of Oxford, for the 
augmenting their library ; 150/. per annum 
to the library-keeper; 5000/. to University 
college; 600/. per annum for two travelling 
physicians ; and 600/. ;>er annum to St. 
Bartholomew’s hospital, &c. 

2. A proclamation was issued for the 
suppressing of riots. 

5. The earl of Stair was made com- 
mander in-chief of the forces in Scotland, 
n the absence of the duke of Argyle. 

15. The dukes of Marlborough and 
Shrew'sbury, and several other persons of 
quality, received by the French mail the 
pretender’s declaration, dated Lorraine, the 
'J9th of August, asserting his right to these 
kingdoms ; whereupon the minister of Lor- 
raine was forbid the court. 

16. An order of council for suppressing 
riots. The country was in a very perturbed 
state. The clamour of the church being 
in danger was revived ; jealousies were excit- 
ed ; Seditious libels disjiersed ; and danger- 
ous tumults raised in different parts of the 
kingdom ; Birmingham, Bristol, (3tippeii- 
ham, Norwich, Reading, and Oxford were 
filled with licentious disturbances. The 
popular cry was, ‘‘Down with the whigs! 
Sacheverel for ever !” 

The latter end of this month the judges’ 
salaries were advanced, namely, the three 
chiefs to 2000/. a year each, and the puisne 
judges to 1500/. each. 

27. Several jversonswere tried and con- 
victed at Bristol, for a riot, in insulting the 
dissenters, and breaking their windows. 

29. Uouuter and the four other prison- 
ers in Newgate^ who were committed on 
suspicion of being concerned in the plot 
agaiust king William, moved to be admit- 
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ted to bail accutdin); to the halwav corpus 
acr> but were remanded to prison. 

6. A proclamation issued for putting the 
laws ill execution against papistsj non-jii 
rors, and disaffected persons ; occasioned by 
the pretender^s declaration^ and popular 
tumults. 

7. The Turks declared war against the 
republic of Venice. 

11. An order by his majesty, prohibit- 
ing the clergy to intermeddle with afiairs 
of state in their sermons, &c. 

31. The earl of Strafford had his audi- 
ence of leave of the states-general ; and, 
being presented with a gold chain and me- 
dal, of the value of GOOO guilders, he re- 
turned to England. 

1715. Jun, 5. A proclamation was issued 
for dissolving the {larliament. 

The earl of Strafford having been exami- 
ned before the council, an order was made for 
seizing his papers on the 11th of January. 

9. John Vine, a perfumer, was ordered 
to be prosecuted for a liliel, iiititled Rea- 
sons humbly offered to the parliament fur 
abrogating the observation of t))e 30th of 
January,** 

11. A proclamation offering a reward 
of 1000/. to any person who should dihcover 
the author, and GOO/, tor the printer of a 
libel, intitled “English advice to the free- 
holders of England ;*’ which, the procla- 
mation says, was (h‘signe<l to promote the 
interest of the pretender, and to raise dis- 
turbances in the approaching election of 
members of parliament. The 11th of Au- 
gust following, Mr. Hornby, a gentlemau 
of one of the inns of court, was taken into 
ciistody^, being charged with having written 
the said pamphlet. 

15. A proclamation for calling a new 
parliament to nu’et March 17th. in this 
proclamation the king ctmiplained of the 
perplexity of public aflairs, the interruption 
of commerce, and the heavy debts of the 
nation. He expressed his hopes that his 
“ loving siibiects” would send up to par- 
liament the httest persons to redress present 
disorders; and th:tt in the electioii.H ti.ey 
would have a particular regard to such as 
had “ expressed a firm attaclunent to the 
protestaiit succession u’Aen in danger,^' 
People generally construed this into a de- 
sign to maintain party istiuctions and en- 
courage the whigs to a full exertion of their 
iiidueiice in the approaching •dection.<i. 

18. The imperialist . took possession of 
the provinces of Luxemuurgand Limburg* 

About this time Mr. Steele was made 
governor of the playhouse. 

20. Being appointed a day of thanks- 
giving for his majestyr*8 accession, the king, 
with the prince and princess, went in the 
usual state to .St Patirs, where they heard a 
sermoii Ott the occasion, which was preach- 


ed by Dr. Richard Willis, bishop of Glou- 
cester. 

25. The duke of Bavaria took posses- 
sion of his electorate again. 

FeO, 6. The treaty of peace between 
Spain and Portugal was signed at Utrecht. 

28. Lord Cornwallis and James Craggs, 
sen., esq., were made post-masters-general, 
in the roiifh of sir Thomas Frankland and 
sir John Evelyn. 

iW«r. 17. Dr. Gilbeit B sruet, bishop of 
Salisbury, died in tbe seventy-second year 
of his age. 'Phe bishop was a Scotchman, 
who had led an active public and literary 
life. He had a principal share in the revo- 
lution, and was cognizant of most public 
transactions in the four preceding reigns. 
His copious writings are a storehouse of 
historical, ecclesiastical, and biognipliical 
information. The accuracy of some of bis 
statements has been impugned, but he ap- 
pears too sincere and honest to he guilty of 
any intentional breach of veracity. His 
compositions are rough and uiiHnished ; 
more remarkable for matter than execution. 
Bishoj) Burnet was, in short, a prelate ofuii 
open, benevolent, and bustling character, 
but vain, self-important, and ganuluus. 

Nrw Paui.iauktiy. — The parliament of 
Great Britain met The coinmoiis chose 
Spencer Compton, esq. for speaker, who 
was approved by the king. The elections 
had been carried on with great warmth, 
and in several places the electors went the 
length of delivering express instmetions to 
their representatives. A large majority of 
whigs was returned ; but, according to Tin- 
rial, one-third pait of the house was lories. 
The resuit of this appeal to the people was 
curiuUM, since at the general election two 
years previously five-sixths of the success- 
j iul candidates had been tories. Jt shows 
! either the obedient loyalty of the people, 
or tl.e great infiuence of the ministers m 
parliamentary eleition.s. 

21. Parliament opened by the king, 
who expressed his determination to make 
the est.iMished constitution in church and 
state the lule of hi.s guveinmeiit. In tbtdr 
address the commons alluded toihe dish< n- 
ourablo termination ( f the late war, and 
express a hope that the “ reputation of tin, 
kingdom will in due time be vindicated 
and restored,” This part was objected to 
by the tories, and was an earnest of tbe bit- 
ter persecuiion of that pmty which followed. 

25. ViscoMiil Bolingbrokc, observing a 
storm gathering, withdrew; and, ou the 
2Gth, embarked at Dover for France. Li 
his lordship’s otfice pa|)er8 had been found 
which were thought sufficient ground for 
an impeachment both of him and his for- 
mer colleagues. 

jlpr. 1. The commTlns addressed the 
king to lay the negotiationf of peace and 
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commerce before the house ; with which his 
majesty having complied, a secret commit- 
tee was appointed to inspect them, consist- 
ing of twenty-one members, chosen by 
ballot : of this committee Robert Walpole, 
esq. was appointed chairman. It was the 
same Walpole who in 1711 had been im- 

risoned in the Tower and expelled the 

ouse for corruption. 

Mr. Matthew Prior, one of the late plenipo- 
tentiaries, underwent a strict examination by 
a committee of the privy-council. 

2. The ratifications of peace between 
Spain and Portugal were exchanged. 

12. Martpiis of Wharton, lord privy- 
seal, died. He was a nobleman of varied 
talent, of considerable eminence both as a 
politician and libertine ; by his death the 
wliigs lost a warm cliam]>ioii. 

18. Watson and Mawson, tw'o printers, 
w’ere apprehended for printing a paper 
containing reflections on the king\ speech ; 
and one Kelsey was also taken up fur dis- 
persing it. 

22. A total eclipse of the sun about 
nine in the morning: the darkness was so 
great, fur three minutes and thirteen se- 
conds, that the stars appeared. 

Sir George Downing having been mar- 
ried about thirteen year^ to Mrs. Mary 
Forester, a maid of honour to queen Anne, 
when he was about fifteen, and she twelve, 
sir George, upon his return from h»s tra- 
vels, declared he had no inclination for his 
bride, and refused to cohabit with her ; 
whereupon she was persuaded to prefer a 
petition to the house of lords to Ih* divorc* d. 
Hut it was resolved by a majority of fifty to 
forty-eight that the petition should he re- 
jected. All the bishops were against 
granting the divorce. 

28. Richard Steele, esq knighted. 

Mat/ 3. War was proclaimed by the 
Venetians against the Turks. 

5. The artillery company prevni'ed with 
the prince of Wales to be t eir captain- 
general. 

Tne king having granted his royal li- 
cense to the convocation to enter u|x)n 
business, directed them what stihjects they 
should take under their consideration in a 
letter to the archbishop. 

15. Karl of Halifax, first commissioner 
of the treasury, died. He was succeediMl 
in the first instance by the earl of Ciirlisle, 
but soon after by Mr. Walpole, who with 
loid TownsbiMid became the heads of the 
ministry. Lord Halifax had held the same 
odice in the latter years of king William's 
J^t ign. Like the earl of Oxford, the head 
of the op})usite party, he was a munificent 
I»atron of literatim*. Pope caricatures his 
lordship under the name of Bufo, in hts 
Satires, 

A squadron of twenty men-of-war, 


commanded by sir John Norris, sailed to 
the Baltic to protect British commerce, 
the king of Sweden having refused to re 
cognise the neutrality of either the English 
or Dutch. 

28, 29. Tumui.ts. — T he first being the 
king’s hirth-day, and the last the anniver- 
sary of the restoration, there were very 
great mobs; but the whigs complained 
that on the 29th they were insulted by the 
toiics, if they refused to cry out^*AiyA 
church and the duke of Ormond.' ' The 
windows of several houses were broken 
that were not illuminated ; several compa- 
nies of the trained bands, being upon guard 
at the Exchange, apprehended some of the 
rioterj*. One Hournuis, a schoolmaster, who 
denied the right uf king George, was tried 
and scourged through the ciiy so seven ly 
that he died a few days after. The guards al- 
so began t > grow mutinous on their receiving 
such coarse clothes, es\)ecially linen, as was 
not fit to be worn on the king’s birth-day ; 
particularly the fiiht regiment of guards, of 
which the duke of Marlnorough was cuioiiel. 
The soldiers thiew some of their shirts into 
he king’s and duke's uardens in the park ; 
and others they exposed in the streets,cty ing, 
'“‘These arc Hiinover shuts.” Such was 
the alarm, that the duke of Marlborough 
made a speech to his regiment, promising 
them new clothes, laying the blame upon 
the agent and tradesmen that were concern- 
ed in clothing them : but this satisfied no 
one that the duke was not concerned in 
this II. can soit of peculation, and orders 
were sent from the court to the guards at 
\\ hitthall to burn the new shirts. The 
soldiers were often imposed ii|>ou in this 
manner in the war with France, when it 
was common for the office rs to burn the 
new linen sent them over to Flanders, at 
the head of the hattalicns of guanls, being 
not only coarse, but damaged cloth: and 
the soldiers had money deducted out of the 
remainder of their pay to find them more. 

Mr. George Jeffries was seixrd at Dub- 
lin, with a packet diiecUd to Dr. Jonathan 
Swift, dean of St. Patrick's. Several trea- 
sonable papers being found in this packet. 
Jeffries W8H obliged to give hail f»w his ap- 
pearance, hut the dean thought fit to 
abscond. 

June^J, IxPKACllMCNT OV THK TouiKs. — 
Tlie c»»mmittef of ^ecrccy made their re- 
port ; but first, Mr. Walpole moved, that a 
warrant should la* i'^siied by the sjwaker to 
appieheml such persons as he should name, 
ill order to their being examined : anti that 
no member mi^t be permitteil to go out of 
the house ; which being agreed to, uarianfs 
weio issued forappielieiidjng Mr. Matthew 
Prior, Mr. I'homas Harley, and seveial 
others. Mr. Prior was apprehended some 
hours xfter, Mr. Walpole delivcied in two 
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books at the table, one of which contained 
the report; the other was an appendix to it, 
which contained at large those letters and 
j^apers which were referred to in the rejH>rt. 
The report was in reading from one o’clock 
to half an hour past eight at night, when 
the farther consideration was adjourned 
till the next morning. The substance of 
the charges comprised in the report were 
the clandestine negoiiation with Mesnager ; 
the extraordinary measures pursued to form 
the congress of Utrecht ; the fatal stispen. 
fcion of arms by the duke of Ormond ; the 
seizure of Ghent and Bruges in order to 
distress ihe allies and favour the French ; 
Ormond’s acting in concert with the French 
gener.il ; Bolingbroke’s journey to France 
to negotiate a separate jieace ; Mr. Piior's 
and bhrewshury’s negotiation in France; 
the precipitate conclusion of the treaty of 
Utrecht. 

10. After the report had been read a se- 
cond time and ordered to he printed, Mr. 
Walpole moved to impeach viscount Boling- 
broke of high treason. Then lord Coi ingsby 
standing up, said, “The worthy chairman 
has impeached the hand, but I impeach the 
head — 1 impeach Robert, earl of Oxford, 
of high treason.” Mr. Auditor Harley, the 
earl’s brother, spoke in vindication of that 
minister : he affirmed that he had done 
nothing but in immediate command of his 
sovereign ; that the peace was a good peace, 
and approved as such by two parliaments ; 
and that the facts charged to him in the 
report amounted only to misdemeanours. 
If the sanction of a parliament, which is the 
representative and legislature of the nation, 
be not sufficient to protect a minister from 
the vengeance of his enemies, he can have 
no security. Some whigs expressed their 
doubts whether the charges amounted to 
treason. But the house without a division 
resolved to im|)each. 

The Turks in varied the Morea, and be- 
sieged Napoli de Romania. 

13. The Danes and Prussians made, 
themselves inasters of the isle of Usedom, 
belonging to Sweden. 

14. Majorca was reduced to king Phi> 
lip’s obedience* 

17. The commons ordered Mr. Prior 
into close custody. 

21. Mr. secretary Stanhope impeached 
James duke of Ormond of high treason, and 
other high criines i m! misdemeanours. 
Whereupon the duke siiortly after withdrew 
out of the kingdom, repaiiing to the c«»urt 
of the pretender. The duke is sv pposed to 
have taken this step under the advice of 
biifhvp Atterbury, but contrary to the earnest 
solicitation of the earl of Oxford, whom fbe 
duke wished to accompany him. He parted 
from the earl w ith these words, “ Farewell, 
Oxford, without a Acai/.” To which the 


earl replied, Farewell, duke> without a 
duchy.” 

John Aislubie, esa. impeached Thomas 
carl of Strafford of tne like cr.mes. 

yi//y 4. The duke of Argyle and his 
brother the eiirl of isla were removed from 
all their places. 

8. T)>c duke of Bolton was made lord 
chamberlain of the hou.sehold, in the room 
of the duke of Slirewsbury. 

9. The articles of impeachment against 
the earl of Oxford having been read in the 
commons and agreed to after several de- 
bates, lord Coningsby carried them up. and 
at the bar of the lords impeached the earl 
of Oxford, praying in conclusion, that he 
might be sequestered from parliauient, and 
committed to safe custody. Whereupon he 
was put into custody of the black r <d at 
his own house. Upon his way home he was 
attended by the moh, crying “ High church, 
Ormond and Oxford for ever!” Next day 
being brought to the bar, ho received a copy 
of the articles, and was allowed a month to 
prepare his answer. The earl was siitlering 
from severe illness, and Dr. Mead declariM 
his life would be in danger if sent to the 
Tower; nevertheless, on a division, it was 
'urried he should be sent thereon the lOrh 
nstant. 

20, Royal assent given to the Riot Act. 
After whicn the king informed the house of 
the intelligence he had received that the 
pretender was preparing to invade tlic 
kingdom. Both houses, in addresses, prti- 
mised to support the king with their lives 
and fortunes. The habeas corpus act was 
suspended, and a reward of 100,000/. of- 
fered for the apprehension of the pre- 
tender. 

25. Commissions were issued for raising 
thirteen regiments of dragoons, and eight 
regiments of foot. 

29. The commons addressed, that fbe 
h.ilf-pay officers might be allowed full pay, 
that they might be in a readiness to serve. 

30. Orders were given for fitting out a 
squadron of nu*n-of-war, under the coni- 
mnnil of sir George Byng. 

31. The horse and foot guards encamp- 
ed in Hyde- Park; and a train of artiheiy 
was sent thither from the Tower, 

Avg. 1. The earl of Mar withdrew fcMTi 
coiiit, and went by sea to Ncwca'*tle, fn*in 
* thence tn Scmland, where he nsj?eml l'<l 
the adherents of the pretender on the Ibth; 
namely, the marquises of Huntley and 'I’nl- 
libardine ; the earls of Nithisdule, Linlith- 
gow, Tnupiair, Southesk. Marischall. and 
Carnwath ; the viscounts Kils) tli, Kt nmtire, 
Kiiig.ston, and Btormont; and the lords 
Dniinmond and RoDo. 

2. An act to restriliu all waggoners, car- 
riers, and othurs, from di awing any c irriags 
with more than five horses ut length. 
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Lord Coningitby carried up further arti- 
cles of impeachment against Robert earl of 
Oxford. 

3. A cobler of Highgate was whipped 
from Holloway to that place, for reflecting 
on the government. 

The mob demolished the pulpit, pews, 
&c. in a meeting-house at Nuneaton in 
Warwickshire ; as they did at Oxford, and 
several other parts of England, about this 
time. 

Upon advice of an intended invasion and 
insurrection, two associations were farmed 
and signed at Edinburgh. 

Oxford desired a longer time to answer 
the further articles exhibited against him 
the day before, being sick in berl ; and had 
a fortnight’s finther time allowed him. 

4. The articles of impeachment against 
Bolingbroke were read and agreed to 
in the house of commons, and carried up 
to the lords by Walpole, two d.iys after. 

5. Doke of Montrose resigned the place 
of secretary of state fur Scotland. 

6. Mr. secretary Stanhope carried up the 
impeachment against the duke of Ormond. 

8. A proclamation promising a month's 
pay to such seamen as should enter them- 
selves on board bis majesty’s ships of war. 

10. Thomas Hatley, esip, who was in 
custody of the serjeant-at-arms, was com- 
mitted to the gate-house by the commons. 

1 1 . Nicholas Kow’e, esq., was iiiadc poet- 
laureate, in the room of Nahum Tate, esq., 
<le ceased, 

17. Don Bertran de Zara, the ^lorocco 
ambassador, died, and was buried in 
Westminster-abbey at the king’s charge. 

20. An act passed fur the attainder of 
Kolingbrokc and Ormond, unless they sur- 
rendeied by ’ho lOth of September. 

21. The eails of Hume and Wigtouii, 
and George Lickhart, esq , were committed 
pri'tiners to Edinburgh castle. 

28. The earl of Sunderland was ap- 
pointed lord privy-seal. 

30. Royal assent given to no act for en* 
couraging loy.alty in Scotland. Ky this 
law. the tenant who contkiMed peaceable 
while his lord took anus in favour vif the 
pretender, was invested with the pr<r}terty 
of the lauds he nmted ; on the other hand, 
the lauds possessed by any pt'tson con- 
victed of treason should revet to the su- 
pi rior of whom they were held. The act 
iilso contained a clause for summoning sus- 
pected persons to give bail, by which all 
the heads of the jacobito clans and others 
Were summoned to Edinburgh; and those 
who did not appear were deaared ^'bels. 

OxfonI petitioned again fora longer time to 
put in his answer; which was granted him. 

Several state prisoners were brought to 
London from divers parts. 

Sgpt, 1. Dkatii ok Louis XIV. — The 
v>v7wd roi exi ired in the 77th year of his 


age, and the 73rd of his reign, leaving for 
his successor his great-grandson, Louis 
XV., an infant in his fifth year. The re- 
gency was vested in Philip, duke of Orle- 
ans. Fur upwards of half a century Louis 
bad reigned the dread and envy of the 
great jK>wers. Ho was vain, unfeeling, 
unprincipled ; the ruling passion of his life, 
the y/ory of conquest. For these he scru- 
pled not to sacrifice the repose of nations 
and deluge Europe with blood. Under his 
government France presented a painful con- 
trast of courtly magnificence and plebeian 
destitution. A wrcicbed education made 
him a religious bigot: by the violence of 
his persecutions he drove from their homes 
his most virtuous and industrious .subjects, 
whose exile France long felt in the decay of 
her manufactures and commerce. Sui eiied 
by the public and domestic reverses ol his 
old age, he seemed at length to feel l or the 
distresses of the people: he di.sco\ere t the 
chief errors of his course, except intole- 
rance, and acknowledged, when too late to 
redeem the miseries he had occasioned, 
he had formed mistaken opinions resj>ect- 
ing that y/ory which he had been so soli- 
citous to acquire. His death occasioned 
a change in the politics of the French 
court. The regent sought the alliance of 
the English court, as more favourable to 
his ambitious designs on the French crown 
than the support of the pretender, whose 
machinations for raising an insiirnctiun in 
this ciuiTitry were regularly communicated 
to the British government by the vigilance 
of lord Stair, the English ambassador. 

Mr. Aislahie carried up the impeach- 
ment to the lords ag.iin$t Stratford. 

2. Joseph Sullivan, a soldier in the first 
regiment of foot-guards, was seized with two 
otheni for enlisting men in the service of the 
pretender ; ns was, the next day, lieuienant- 
coloiiel Paul, who had a command in the 
first regiment of foot-guards. 

3. The earl of Mar assembled his forces 
at Aboyiitf in Alwrdeeushire, proclaiming 
the prelender by the name of James VTll. 

Oxford’s answer was delivered to the 
kwds, who transmitted it to the commons. 
Walpole said it was merely a repetition of 
what had appeare<i in pamphlets. It was 
rcferreil to a committee. 

4. Lord Powis was taken into custody 
and ten daya after was committed to the 
Tower, on suipicion of l>eing disaftected. 

8. .An attempt was formed to surprise 
the castle of Edinburgh, but was discovemd; 

9, John duke of Argyle, l>eing appoint - 
ed commander-in -chief of the foreex in 
Scotland, set out for that kinf^dorn, and 
arrived at Edi/il'iirgh the Nth. At the 
same time, the earl <*f Sutheriand oflereJ 
hi» service to raise the Higidniid 
which was readily accepted ; the duke of 
Roxburgh, the marquises of Amundale and 
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Tweedale, the earls of Selkirk, Loiuloun 
Rothes, Haddington, and Forfar, the lord^ 
Torpichen and Helhaven, embraced this 
opportunity of showing their l(walty. 

Fkoqkkss of thk Rebels. — The earl of 
Mar set up his standard at Kirk-Michael. 
He continued there four or five days, and 
then, with his company, consisting of no 
more tnan GO men, marched to Moulin, 
thence to Logarth, thence, increased to 
1000, to Dunkeld, from thence, being 2000 
strong, they set forward for Perth. This 
town was seized, September the 16th, by 
John llay, brother to lord Kinnoul, at the 
head of 200 horse, ])reveniing the earl of 
Rothes, who was then marching to secure it 
for the king, with 500 men. Here the rebels 
furnished themselves wdth arms, hy sending 
out parties for that purpose, and by seizing 
a ship bound for the north to the earl of 
.Sutherland, who was raisinghis tenants for 
the king. Mackintosh now joined them at 
Penh, with 500 stout men, well disciplined, 
and armed; these marched to the sea-coast 
of Fife, and there, with five other regi- 
ments, namely, in all 2500, having seized 
nil the boats on that coast, embarked, and 
in spite of the king’s ships in the Frith, 
1500 of them landed safe on the Lothian 
side, the rest putting back. Mr. James 
Murray arrived at Perth from France, and 
took the character of secretaiy of state to 
tlie pretender. About th’s time a strong 
party attempted to surprise the garrison of 
Inverlocby, and took two redoubts, in which 
were an officer and twenty men ; but the 
main garrison being on their guard, obliged 
them to retreat, and they marched thence 
into Argyleshire ; they also, just before 
this, attempted to surprise the castle of 
Fdmburgh. Lord Drummond, with ninety 
choice per>ons, all gentlemen, were picked 
out for the enterprise : they had corrupted 
one Aiii>lcy, a serjeant, a corporal, and 
two sentinels in the castle ; these were to 
assist upon the wall near the sallyport, by 
iirawing up a scaling ladder ; but all the 
joints of it not acting, it proved too short. 

The imiversify of Oxford elected the earl 
of Arrau their chancellor, in the room of 
his bri/tiier ihe duke of Ormond, who was 
attainted of high treason; and this, not- 
withstanding the prince of Wales was 
proposed to them to he tbeir chancellor. 

Two men executed at Worcester, under 
the new riot act. 

11. The court went nto mourning for 
the French king. 

2L Lord Lan.sdowne, and lord Duplin, 
son-in-law to the earl of Oxford, were a|»- 
prehended on suspicion of disafiection. 
The king also required the consent of the 
commons for apprehending six of their mem- 
K rs, namely, sirWilliam Wy ndhani, sir John 
J’aktngton, Edward Harvey, sen., esq , of 
Cuoin^, Tlutmus Forster, jun., John An- 


stis, and Corbet Kynaskm, esqrs., which 
the house complied with. After ^ which 
parliament was adjourned to the 9th ui 
October ; but they did not meet again till 
the 9th of January following. 

25. The lieutenancy of Middlesex, by 
virtue of an order in council, apprehended 
several papists, nonjurors, and others, who 
were cummiited to Newgate, and other pri- 
sons, for refusing the oaths. 

26. Mr. Harvey, while in custody of a 
messenger, stabbed himself with a knife ; 
but his wound did not prove mortal. 

A proclamation, offering a reward of 
1 1)00/. for apprehending sir William Wynd* 
ham, who had made his escape from the 
messenger who went to take him at his 
house in Somersetshire. 

27. General Cadogan went to Holland 
to hasten the embarkation of the Dutch 
troops the king required of the states, ])ur- 
suaiit to the guarantee. 

28. Francis Francis, a Jew, committed 
:o Newgate for treasonable practices. 

I'his month the Turks made a conquest 
»f the Murea, and expelled the Venetians. 

Oc/. 3. Sir William Wyndham surren- 
dered himself to the e.irl uf Hertford, cap- 
tain of a troop of hurse-guurds. 

Mr. Forster, who accepted the post of 
general of the pretender's forces, assem- 
bled his troops at Gieenrig in Northumber- 
land ; whereupon the government detached 
a body of troops to secure Newcastle. 

The earl of Scarsdale was committed to 
the Tower, 

The rebels were strong in the western 
counties, and intended to surprise Bristol, 
in order to make it a place of arms, but 
were disappointed ; and at Bath, which was 
both their rendezvous and one uf their ar- 
senals, a quantity of amis and ammuiiitiun 
were seized; and the captains Lausdon, 
le, and Sinclair, Sir George Brow n, 
Mr. Mackarty, Mr. Mucdonnel, and other 
conspirators, were apprehended, and 
brought to Lundon, October 18. The de- 
sign ujHm Bristol niiscarryiiig, a project 
was laid to seize Plyir.outh; hut that was 
also previ iited, by timely securing several 
suspected |>ersoti8, particularly Sir Richard 
Vivian, who was brought to London, Octo- 
ber 8, by a messenger. At St. Coluinb, in 
('ornwall. the prelender was proclaimed: 
hut Mr. Buscaweii kept all things quiet in 
ihwso part'<. 

A fctroug party of the Macdonal<Ia% Mac- 
leans, and Lamerons, attempted in vam to 
surprise Itiverlochy. 

Lancelot Krringtoti and some others 3ur- 
rised the castle iii Fame, or Holy Jslnntl ; 
ut a party sent from Berwick retook it 
sword in hand. 

7. Sir William Wyndham was coniiuit- 
ted to the Tower. The same day, sevi rai 
persons were seized at Oxford by a deta^^^h- 
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ineut of flrajjoons, commanded by major- 
f^eneral* Pepper, who declared he would 
use military execution on all students who 
appeared without the limits of their respec- 
tive colleges. 

The cuntiast of politics of the two Uni- 
versities was ns marked at this period as at 
present. A royal ]present of books having; 
been sent to Cambridjj^e soon after the com- 
mencement of the tumults at Oxford. Dr. 
Trapp took occasion to indite the following : 

Our royal master saw with heedful eyes 
The wants of his two Universities: 

'iVoops he to Oxford sent, as knowing why, 
That learned body wanted loyalty. 

But books to Cambridge gave, as well dis- 
cerning. 

That that right loyal body wanted learning. 

To this Sir William Brown happily re- 
torted 

The king to Oxford sent a troop of horse, 
For tories know no argument but force. 
AVith ecpial care, to Cambridge books he 
sent, 

For whigs allow no force but argument. 

8. Mr. Forster, with the N orthumbrians. 
marched to Morpeth, where he was joined 
by seventy Scotch gentlemen from the bor- 
ders. 

11. A proclamation, offering a reward 
of 100/. for apprehending James Painter, 
esq., and others, of St, Colnmb, in Curn- 
wall. who had proclaimed the pretender. 

18. Joseph Sullivan, Robert \V bitty, and 
Felix Ilara, were convicted of high-treason, 
in listing men in the service of the pre- | 
tender, and on the 28th were hanged at j 
Tybtirn, 

19. The oarl of Derwent water, lord vis- 
count Kenmure, the earls of Nithisdale, 
Cariiwath, and Winton, joined Mr. Forster, 
with about 200 Scotch horse they had raised j 
in Nithisti'de and the west of Scotland. 

22. Several ^lersoDS were seised at York 
upon suspicion. 

24. Mr. Forster, with his Northumbrians, 
joined brigad.ier Mackintosh at Dunse, ten 
miles fmm Berwick. 

25. Duke of Somerset resigned his place 
of master of the horse, being di*>gusted at 
his son-in-law. Sir William Wyiidbam, 
not being admitted to bail. 

Associations were entered into llinnigb- 
out the kingdom for the defence of the 
government, and the lords lieutenants of 
counties were impowerod to form info com- 
panies such as should be willing to asso- 
ciate. 

Lieutenant-general Carpenter, who was 
appointed to go against the Northuniber- 
Und rebels, set out fnun Newcastle, and 
oil the 27th lay at Woolerj intending the 
next day to face Kelso, where the rebels 


were. Upon that, lord Kenmure called a 
council of war. Lord Wintoun proposed 
to march into the west of Scotland, join 11. e 
clans there, and either cross the Forth 
some miles above Stirling, or send word to 
the earl of Mar that they would fail tipuii 
Argyle’s rear, wliilst he fell on his front. 
The English proposed to pass the Tweed, 
and attack Carpenter, whose troops did not 
exceed 900 dragoons. N either scheme was 
executed. They decamped from Kelso the 
27th, and inarched to Jedburgh, where 
they staid two days. Having an opportu- 
nity of avoiding Carpenter, who was some 
marches behind, they resolved to cross the 
mountains, and march into England : but 
the Highlanders, as they had been advised 
by Wiiitoiin, refused to enter England, and 
about 600 of them deserted. The rest, 
allured by money and large promises, fol- 
lowed the Northumbrians into England ; 
and, in the way thither, came to Hawick, 
Langholme and Langtoun, the 30th. Mr. 
Forster having opened his commission, 
brought by Mr. Douglas from the earl of 
Mar, to act as general in England, march- 
e<l towards Lancashire, proclaiming the 
pretender. 

Nov, 1. They came to Brampton, where 
they halted one night. 

2. Arriving at Penrith, the powe comitu- 
tu»y and the mditia of the county, had been 
drawn together by the sheriff, lord Lons- 
dale, and \V. Nicholson, bishop of Carlisle, 
to the number of 12,000 men, in older to 
stop their progress, but at the insurgents’ 
approach they shamefully dispt*rsed. 

3. The reliels came to Appleby, where 
tliey stayed two days. 

5. Barrier treaty signed at Antwerp by 
the Imperial, British, and Dutch ministers. 

6. The rebels advanced to Kendal, next 
day to Kirby Lonsdale, where they w'ere 
joined by some papists from Lancashire. 
They next arrived at Lancaster, where they 
stayed till the 9th, and then proceeded to 
Preston ; the horse arrived there that night, 
and the foot the next day. They were 
joined by a considerable number of gentle- 
men, all papists, which highly disgusted 
the Ilighlanderi*. 

10. The insurgents enter Preston. Same 
day general Willis arrived at Manchester, 
and prepared to attack Forster. 

The archbishop of Canterbury published 
a declaration, signed by himself and thir- 
teen of his suiliagans, testi^ing their ab- 
horrence of the rebellion. Dr. Atferbury, 
bishop of Roche.ster, and Dr. Smallridge, 
bishop of Bristol, refused to sign it, ami tbe 
latter was removed from the post <*/ le d 
almoner to the king. 

12. General Will’s advanced towards 
Preston, to attack Mr. Forster, n:id passed 
Kibble britige, about a mile fiom Preston, 
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without opposition. Forster was not aware returning from the pursuit, joined brigadier 
of the approach of the king’s forces ; and Wightman, who hud taken possession of 
to the neglect of securing this pass the ruin some enclosures and mud walls, in expecta- 
of the Northumbrians is, in a great mea- tion of being attacked. In this posture, 
sure, imputed j but their great misfortune both armies fronted each other till the 
was, that they were under no command ; evening, when the duke drew off towards 
for, though Mr. Forster bore the name of Oumbfaine, and the rebels retired to Ar- 
general, every gentleman exi)ected his own doch, without mutual molestation. Next 
advice should be followed. However, when day, the duke marching back to the field of 
Willis attacked them in the evening at battle, carried off* the wounded, with four 
Preston, they behaved gallantly, and re- pieces of cannon left by the enemy, and 
pulsed him, killing at least 300 of his men. retreated to Stirling. Few prisoners were 
The parliament of Ireland met, and the taken on either side ; the number of slain 
lords justices passed several acts on the 25th, might be about 500 of each army, and both 
particularly one for recognising his majes- generals claimed the victory. The duko 
ty*s title to the thiuno of Great Britain, had in his army about 4000 veteran troops, 
France and Ireland. the earl 8000 ; but they were new. raised 

13. General Carpenter, with his dra- men, ill supplied, and their horses inferior 


goons, joined Willis; when lord Derwent- 
water, and some other of the gentlemen in 
Preston, apprehending it impossible to re- 
sist their united forces, offered to capitulate, 
without the knowledge of the res*. The 
number of the prisoners taken in Preston 
was about 1500; among whom were Mr. 
Forster, the general, the earl of Derwent- 
water,lord \Yiddrington,the earls of Nithis- 
dale,Wintoun, and Carnwath, viscount Ken- 
mure, and lord Nairne, with about seventy- 
two English gentlemen, and 133 Scotch 
officers and gentlemen. The common sol- 
diers were imprisoned at Chester and Liver- 
pool, the noblemen and considerable officers 
were sent to London. 

Same day, 3000 of the Dutch troops came 
up the river, an<l landed at Deptford. 

B.^ttlr ok Dcmbi.ainr. — On the same 
day that the insurgents surrendered at Pres- 
ton was fwog);t the liattle of Dnmblaiiie 
between the duke of Argyle and the earl 
of Mar. On the I ‘2th ilay of the month 
Argyle passed the Forth at Stirling, and 
encamped with his left at Durablvne, and 
his right towards Shenffmuir. The earl of 
Mar afivanced within two miles of his camp, 
and remained till day-break in order of 
battle. In the morning, the duke drew up 
his forces, on the heights to the north-east 
of Dumblaine ; but he was out flanked on 
both wings. The clans that formed p.nrt of 
the right and centre of the enemy, with 
Glengary and Cianronald at their he id, 
charged the left of the king's army, sword 
in nanfl, with such impetuosity, that in 
seven minutes both horse and foo* were 
totally routed with grea slaughter, in the 
mean time the duke of Argyle, wl*o com- 
manded in person on the right, attacke<i 
the left of the enemy, at the head o. Stair’s 
and Evans’s dragoons, and drove them two 
miles liefore him, as far as the water of 
Allun } yet in that space they wheeled about 
and attempted to rally ten times, so that he 
was obliged to press them hard, that they 
unght not recover from confusion. Argyle 


in size to the English. 

15. Simon Frazer, lord laivat, contrary 
:o the principles he had heretofore profess- 
ed, drove the pretender’s forces out of In 
verness, and secured that important i>ost 
for government. 

16. Colonel Stern’s regiment arrived in 
he Thames from Ghent, and brought pri- 
ioners with them, lord Clermont, son to the 
earl of Middleton, and Mr. Murray, who 
had been with Mar. 

21. Lord Charles Murray, major Nairne, 
captain Lockhart, ensign Erskine, and cap- 
:ain Shaftoe, were tried by a couri-murtial 
it Preston, as deserters ; all but Murray, a 
ion of the duke of Allud, were shot, bc- 
;etnber 1st. 

22, 23. Messrs. Dorrel, Goriion, and Kcr, 
tied and convicted of high -treason at tlic 

jkingVbench bar, and executed the 7t I f 
j December following. 

25. Sir \V. Carew and Sir Edward .Scy 
mour brought to Londi>n in ciistdciy. 

3t), The duke of Argyle passed the Km, 
and advanced within eight mib's ot Perth, 
which the rebels immediatidy Hbaudoned, 
pas-sing over the river Tay on the ire, and 
tt»e pietonder and the earl of Mar followed. 
Hence his grace pursued the flying enemy 
with the utmost expedition, with six NqiiAil- 
rons of dragoons, three battalions, and 800 
detached tout. Next day they proceederi 
to Dundee, whence the rebels retired to 
Montrose. 

/Jec. 4. Part of the Dutch forces arrived 
at Leith by sea. 

l>. The principal prisoners taken at Pres- 
ton arrived in London; they were pinioned 
at Barnet, and so led through the city, as 
well the seven peers as the rest, 'fhe 
lords were committed to the Tower, the 
others to Newgate, the Fleet, and the Mar- 
shabsea. 

10, General Cadoganarriveil at Stirling, 
being sent lo assist Argyle in attacking 
the earl of Mar. 

12. Mr. Paul apprehended in the streets 
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of London, for being concerned in the in- 
surrection. 

14. Dr. Thomas Tenison, archbishop of 
Canterbury, died, aged 79. He had been 
primate twenty years, and held the dig- 
nity with great temper, firmness and ability. 

17. Dr. VVake, bishop of Lincoln, nomi- 
nated archbishop of Canterbury. 

18. A special commission issued to Mr. 
Baron Bury, Mr. Justice Eyre, and Mr. 
Baron Montague, to try the prisoners that 
remained at IVeston. 

24. The oaths were at this time tendered 
to all persons, and those who refused were 
generally committed to prison : several jus- 
tices were turned out of commission for not 
being so strict in imposing them as was 
exjiecfed. 

25. The pretender landed at Peterhead, 
near Al>erdeen, with some few gentlemen 
and officers. There he formed a court, ap- 
pointing all the ofiheers of state and house- 
hold ; made some peers and several knights ; 
was pioclaimed with great solemnity, and 
published his declaration, which was dis- 
IK'rsed. The clergy and laity of Aberdeen 
presented addresses to him, full of duty 
and Nubmission. 

2S. About this time most of the Dutch 
forces arrived in Scotland, and soon after 
a train of artillery arrived from England. 

The winter was so very severe that several 
post-boys and others nera frozen to death; 
the siitnv lay a yard deep in many places: 
tlie Thames was frozen, ami all manner of 
(livei>u»n.s used upon the ice. 

1710. Jrtw. 1. Mr. Wycherley, the dra- 
matic t)ot;t, died, aged 81. 

4. The pretender arrived at Glumis, and 
the next morning made his entrance into 
Dundee. Thv 7tli he arrived at the palace 
of Scone : and on the 9th made his public 
entry into Perth ; from whence he returned 
i'i the evening to Scone, where he formed a 
regular council, and performed several acts 
of htate ; p.iiticularly he isnuv d six procla- 
uMtions, one of which fixed his comuation 
on the 23n! instant. 

^ 9. Parliament met at Westminster. 
The king informed them that he had rea- 
!<on to Uheve the pretender had landed in 
Scotland; and that he should freely give 
tqi all the estates that should become for- 
feited to the crown by the robvLlioii towards 
tl.e public ex|>eiikes. Same day the seven 
•nrUs in tlie tower wore imjieached of high« 
treaMui. 

10. The impeached lords vreie brought 
fo the bar of the peers, and the articles of 
iinptMchmont read ; and thoy were allowed 
tdl the Monday following to put in their 
Several answers. At the same time, Mr. 
I'orstcr Was expelled the house of commons. 

Tnc pretender sent an order to the lord 
‘»ayor of London to proclaim bun. 


13. Between four and five o’clock in the 
afternoon, the boy of one Walker, who 
kept a small gunpowder shop near Bear- 
quay, iiiThameS'Street, between the custom- 
house and Billingsgate, being in an vipper 
room with a light, and making rockets and 
squibs, unwarily set fire to the gunpowder ; 
upon which the house blew up. The wind 
being high, the fire soon spread from that 
house to others towards Billingsgate, and 
backwards towards the w arehouses, destroy- 
ing upwards of 120 houses, and great 
quantities of merchandise. The loss was 
computed at 500,000/. : above fifty persons 
perished in the flames, or were buried in 
the ruins. 

20. Mr. Shuttleworth, and four other of 
the Preston prisoners, were tried and con- 
victed of high-treason at Liverpool. 

27. Twenty of the Preston prisoners re- 
ceived sentence of death at Liverpool ; and 
the day following, Mr. Shuttleworth, and 
four others, were executed. 

31. The duke of Argyle being advanced 
to Tullibardine, received advice that the 
enemy had abandoned Penh that morning. 

Feb. f). Argyle advanced to Brechin, 
where he received advice that the pre- 
tender, the earl of Mar, and some others, 
embarked the uight before at Montrose fix 
France. After this the rel)els dispersed. 

9. The six impeached lords, who had 
pleaded guilty, were brought to the bar of 
the court erected for their trials in West- 
niinster-hall, where lord Cowper, who was 
lord-high-steward on this occasion, made 
a speech, and endeavoured to show the hei- 
nousness of iheir otience ; after which he 
pronounced the usual sentence in cases of 
high-treason ; and they were remanded to 
the Tower, 

Great intercession was made in behalf 
of the six condemned lords. The countess 
of Nithisdale, lady Nairne,and the counti ss 
of Derwentwater petitioned the king hr 
mercy, hut in vain. 

18. The writs for executing the six con- 
demned lor«ls were delivered to tlie lieu- 
tenant, and the sheritis of London and 
Middlesex. 

A List of the most considerable Chiefs in 
Scotland, with the u urn bar of nun ibey 
could raise . — f signitics those that fa- 
voured the government ; <i, aganiNt it ; 
i», neuter ; m, major part ; r, in the re- 
bellion. 

Dnke$. A/cw. 

/ Hamilton 1000 / 

/ Buccleiigh 1000./ 

Gordon. dilOO a n, nu^^t with the 
M. of Humh v »■ 

/' .Vig\h! 4000 / «i 

/ Douglas ^>00 / 
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Duket. Men. 

f Athol. 6000 a m, with the M. of Tul- 
libardine r 


X Montrose 

2000 a m 

f Roxburgh 

500 / 

Marovh, 

f Annan dale 

500/ 

Earlt* 

n Errtd 

500 a m 

a r Marishal 

500 a m 

f Sutherland 

1000 f 

a r Marr 

1000 V 

f Rothes 

500/ 

f Morton 

300 f 

f Glencairn 

300 f m 

f Kgliiitoii 

300 Vm 

f Cassilis 

500 / 

n h ness 

50') a m 

/ Murray 

300 a rn 

ti Nitbisdale 

300 r 

a Winttiuii 

300 r 

a Lin ithgow 

300 r m 

a Hume 

500 r 

r Perth 

1500 r m 

r \Vigtoim 

300 a rn 

(1 Strathmore 

300 a r 

X Lauderdale 

300 / 

r Seafurth 

3000 r m 

X Dumfries 

200 / 

r Suuthesk 

300 r 

/ \Vcems 

300 / 

n Airly (Ogilvy) 

500 r m 

s Carnwath 

300 r 

a Panmiire 

500 r m 

/ Kilmarnock 

300 / 

X Dundonald 

300 / 

a Breadalbaoe 

2000 r m 

Vucounts. 

a Stormont 

300 A 

r Kenmure 

300 a r 

Lorf/g. 

X Forbes 

500 /w 

a Lovat, Lady 

HOO a m 

/ Ross 

.500/ 

X Rae 

500 / 

a r Nairne 

1000 m r 

Clann. 

a Sir Don M'Donald 

1000 r 

a r Glengary 

500 a 

a r I *lanronald 

1000 a 

a r Keppoch 

300 a 

a r M'^Iiitosh 

1000 a 

a r * Mac (iregor 

f>(/0 <; 

a r Stroeii Rolurtson 

500 a 

a Macphersoii 

500 a r 

a Sir Kvan Cameron 

lOOO a r 

a Sir J. Maclean 

1000 a m 

f Laird of Gr.int 

i<K)0 / 

a r f^Jiird Appin 

300 a r 

n Macifod 

1000 / 


♦ Did notliiug at Sheriffmuir fight. 


CAi/n. Men, 

I r Mac Kenning *100 a rn 

a r Glt*iico 100 ft tn 

a r Glenmoristou 100 a 

Mac Neil 1 10 

a r Straglass 100 a r 


Fed. 22. The condemned lords petitioned 
both houses of parliament to intercede 
with the king in their behalf ; and the 
lords presented an address, but did not 
prevail. The commons, to avoid inipor- 
tiiiiity, adjourned till after the day appoint- 
ed for the execution. 

23. Orders of council isstied f)r execut- 
ing the earls of Derwentwater and Nithis- 
dale, and viscount Kcniniue, the next day, 
and for reprieving the other three till the 
7ih of March; but Nithisdale made his 
escape out of the Tower that night in wo- 
man s apparel, furnished and cimveyed to 
him by Ins mother. 

The debates in council ran high upon 
this occasion; and the lord*presi<tent (the 
earl of Nottingham), who had taken the 
merciful side, soon felt the resentment of 
the court, himself, and all that were relate<l 
to him, being turned out of their places 
soon after. 

24. Derwentwater and Kenmure be- 
headed on Tower-hdl. The conduct of the 
two lords excited very general sympathy, 
and their execution increaxed the prevail 
ing spirit of disaffection to the govern 
ment. Derwentwater was a brave, amiable, 
o|>eii, generous youth, whose iintiinely fate 
drew tears from the spectators. 

Besides these lords, there had been 
seventy of the Preston prisoners tried at 
Liver|H>ol, of whom sixty six were fnund 
guilty, and twenty-two of them executed. 
The rest of the prisoners joined in a jHJii- 
tion to the court, acknowledging their of- 
fence, and desiring trans)>oitation, which 
as granted to some of them ; but many 
died in prison by the severity of the season 
au<l want of necessaries. 

25. An express arrived from Madfid, 
bringing the ratification of the treaty of 
c«-mmercu bi‘tween Britain and Spain, con- 
cluded on the 14th of last December. 

The pretender, upon his return to France, 
leprived Bolingbroxe of his place of secre- 
tary of stale, for neglect of duty. 

28. The dean and chapter at Westmin 
ster elected Charles earl of Arrau high- 
steward of that city, in the room of the 
liike of Ormond. 

Mar. 2. The marquis of Huntley and 
lord Kollo surrendered themselves to briga 
divr Grant, in the north of Scotland. 

6. The Aurora Borealis, or northern 
lights, are said to have been first seen this 
evening. ^ 

8. About this time sir John Shelley 
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abjured the catholic religion; as did alno 
tlie lord Teynham, an4 took his seat in the 
house of peers. 

ri. Mr. Isaac Briand was fined 2000/. 
by tlie court of aldermen, fur marrying Miss 
Elizabeth Watson, an orphan of thirteen 
years of age, and a great fortune, without 
their consent. 

14. Several of the Preston prisoners, cn> 
deavouring to make their escape out of 
Newgate, they were loajled with irons. 

15. George earl of Wintonii was brought 
to his trial before the peers, in Westmiii* 
ster'hall, on the iinpcaclimeiit of the com* 
mons, for high-treason, and convicted on 
the 17th. 

18. Dr. HoaiUey, bishop of Bangor, was 
consecrated in Ely chapel. 

7. Bills of in<lictinent for high- 
treasun were lound by the grand-juiy of 
Middlesex against Thomas rorsier, jnn., 
esq., William Mackintosh, esq., and eleven 
more of the Preston prisoners. 

10. Thomas Forster, esq., commonly call- 
ed general Forster, made liis escape out of 
Newgate ; and, notwithstanding a procla- 
mation, otiering a reward of 1000/. for a^>- 
prehending him, he escaped to France. 

18. About fifty per^on8 were brought to 
London, and confined in the Savoy, in 
order to make them witnesses against their 
brethren the Preston prisoners. 

20. About this time general Cailogan 
finished the reduction of the Highland 
clans. 

A/ay 2. A thousand pounds was paid to 
sir Thomas John fur transporting 130 of 
the Preston prisoners from Liverpool to the 
Plan at ions. 

4. Brigadier Mackintosh, John Mackin- 
tosh, Charles Wogaii, Hubert Hepbiirne, 
James Talbot. William I )alm ahoy, Alex- 
ander Dalmahoy, and John Tasker, eight of 
the Preston prisoners, made their escape 
< ut of Newgate, uIUt mastering the keeper, 
turnkey, and disarming the sentinel. A 
j'r*»clamation was issued the next day, of- 
fciiiig a reward of lOtiO/. for apprehending 
the first, and .'iOO/. for each ol the re.>t ; 
but all of them safely reached the (kuiii- 
tn lit, exetMt Mr. Talbot, who w;is retaken. 

The duke of Marlborough was seizerl 
with iliiiess about this time, from which he 
never recovered to be callable of public bn- 
.siiiess or rational reel eat ion. 


17th of April, in the evening (TiadaPa 
Cuiitin. of Rapin, xix. 5), twenty court 
lords met at the duke of Devonshire’s, 
where, after a short consultation, it was 
resolved the duke should immediately in- 
troduce the subject into the house of lords. 
Accordingly the next day the duke, whoso 
father had been one of the chief promoters 
of the Triennial Act, stood up and made a 
speech on the inconvenience that attended 
short parliaments. He was seconded by 
the earls of Dorset and Rockingham, the 
duke of Argyle, lord Townshend, and other 
chiefs of that party. The motion was op- 
posed by the earls of Nottingham, Abing- 
don, Poulet, and other leaders of the tories. 
It is unuecessaiy to recapitulate the argu- 
ments of each, as neither party was sincere. 
The whig party was decidedly unpopular, 
and it was from a dread of ajipealing to 
the sense of the nation that induced them 
to have lecourse to this extraordinary ex- 
pedient. Perhaps in the existing circum- 
stances of the country they were juslifiab’e, 
as a ge.neral election in the present excited 
state of the people might have endangered 
the protestant settlement. The tories, on 
popular gr*/unds opjnised the septennial 
bill, contending it was a violation of the 
constitution, and dangerous to the liberties 
of the people. There was little merit in 
their opiiosiuoii, originating ])robably more 
in f.iction than principle. It aflorded them 
an opportunity of aniioyin^ their oppo- 
nents by assailing them with their own 
weapons. Tire whigs, from the conservative 
considerations of either preserving their 
places, or tlie revolution establishment, 
adopted the principles and reasonings of the 
lories. It was supported by all the minis- 
teri.il peers, but unanimously opj^oseil by 
the tories. The commitment, after the 
second reading, when there was the warm- 
est debate, was carried by 9b tobl. On 
the principal division in the commons 
there were 284 for, and 162 against, the 
bill, which answers to the proportion o* 
whigs and tories before assigned to the 
lower house. The bill was read a third 
lime on the 2bih, having been eight day-* 
in passing through its difiereiit stages. 
May 7th it received the royal assent. Ihe 
chief speakers, lor and against, were 

In the House of Lords. 


Si-i*j KNNi4i. Act.— It was al first pro- 
posed iinly to suspend the Triennial .Act 
iur once, whereby parliumsiit would have 
Continued three years beyond the time it 
was to determine ; but it was afterwards 
tlumght that a bill fv»r the permanent eb*n- 
Hation of the commons would be more 
convenient and efi'ectual. This important 
revolution in the constitution of the legisla- 
ture originated with the whigs. On the 


For the 5i//. Jyoiuxf th' /n//. 

Duke of Kingston Fail of Ahiugtou 
Karl of Dorset Karl of Foulit 

Lord C'artefv't L‘'rd I rev or 

Karlof Cbolmondeley Duke ol BoeVs 
Duke of NewcastU; Lur.l loiey 

Earl of Buy Karl ot Avlesford 

l)iik« of ArKjU -n 

Lord Ptttkct K«ri NoHingkwn 
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For ihe bill, Against Ihe bill. 

Lord Cowper Duke of Shrewsbury 

Bishop of Loudon 
Earl of Anglesey. 

In the House of Commons. 


For the bill, 
Mr. Lyddel 
Mr. Trevaniou 
Mr. AIol} luriix 
Sir Jolm Browulow 
Mr. Hadden 
Mr. Hampden 
Mr. Moleswotth 
Mr. Smith 
Lord Stanhope 
Mr. Youuge 
Mr. Craggs 
Lord Couiugsby 
Mr. Erie 

Sir Richard Steele 
Mr. Nevil 
t!olonel Giaham 
Sir Charles Turner 
Sir Win. Thompson 
Sir Joseph Jekyll 
Mr. Sec. Stanhope 
Mr. Aislabie 


Against the bill, 
Mr. Robert Heysham 
Mr. Chetwyud 
Lurd Paget 
Mr. Snell 
Mr. Shippen 
Mr. Wykes 
Mr. Hutchinson 
Mr. Jefferies 
Sir Thomas Cross 
Mr. Bromley 
Mr. Archer 
Sir Wm. Whiteiocke 
Lord OueruM'y 
Sir Thomas Haniiier 
Mr. Lechmei'e 
General Ross 
Sir Robt. Raymond 
Mr. Hiiugerford 
Mr. Ward. 


Mag 8. A proclamation for a thanks* 
giving. 

John Ferguson, esq., and James Hume, 
br.dher to the earl of Hume, tried betore 
lord chtei'-j list ice King in the MarshaUea* 
court, Southwark, lor high-treuson. Mr. 
Ferguson was acquitted ; Mr. Hume found 
guilty. 

11. Alexander Menzies, esq., was tiiid 
at the bar of the court of Common-pleas, 
aud convicted. 

1*2. The two Douglases, and three 
others, retracted their plea in the court 
that sat at the Marshalva, and pleaded 
guilty. Francis Farquarson, esip, aud Mr. 
John Innis, were tried and acquitted ; 
whercu^ion the mob shouted. Some of 
them were firied and imprisoned fur their 
insolence. 

14. Colonel Oxburgh, who had l>eeii 
convicted of high-treason on the 7th inst., 
was executed at Tyburn. His quarters 
were buried, but his head set iq>oii 'iVin 
pie-bar. 

lb. John Hall, ajustice of Northumber- 
land, aud Hul)ert Talbot, e.sqs., tried in 
the Exchequer-court a Westminster, and 
convicted. 

17. Richard Gascoigne, esrp, tried and 
convicted at the Kxchequer-court, and the 
next day major Blair, captain Mackintosh, 
Mr. Nicnulas Wugan, aud Charles Rutclitfe, 
isq., brotlier to the late earl of Deiwent- 
water, were tried and convicted. 

19. An indictment of high-treasou found 


against lord Laosdown by ihe grand^jury 
of Middlesex. • 

25. ludictmeuts of high-treusoii ibuud 
against sir William Wyudha.m and Mr. 
Harvey, of Combe. Same day Mr. Gas- 
coigne was executed at Tyburn. 

26. Upon the expiration of the suspen- 
sion of the habeas corpus act the earls of 
Scarsdale, Powis, and others admitted to 
bail. 

29. Several persons committed for wear- 
ing oaken boughs, in memory of the Res- 
toration. 

31. The Widdringtons and some others 
retracted their plea, and pleaded guilty. 
Lord Nairne’s son also, and several others, 
pleaded guilty. 

June 3. Mr. Mackintosh and Mr. Mac- 
quean made their escape out of Newgate 
ill women *8 clothes. 

7. Lord Lovat made governor of Inver- 
ness, aud captain of an independent com> 
pany. 

10. The guards were posted in several 
parts of the town, to prevent the wearing 
white roses ; and Forden, the printer, was 
shot in Newgate-street by a foot sold u r, and 
several others knocked down and maimed. 

General Mackartiiey was tried at the 
Kmg’s-bvnch bar for the murder of duke 
Hamiltou ; and the jury, according to di- 
rection, found him guilty of manslaughter. 
l*he evidence of two park-keepers acquit- 
ted him of the capital charge of murder. — 
!See the duel, p. 32G. 

16. Ralph Staudish, esq., of Staiidish, 
tried for high-treason, and convicted. 

2*2. The rev. Willoughby Minors was 
apprehended for a sermon he preached at 
Panel as on the lOih instant 

2(i. Roy.il assent gi\eii to an act for ap- 
|H>inung commissioners to inquire into the 
estates forfeited by traitors and popisii le- 
ciisMutM. The account brought m of tJof 
estates so forfeited was as follows: 


ICstaies/or/eitfU ix ScQtluni 


Wintouu , 
Southesk 
Linlithgow 
Ktir 

Panmure 
W'edderhurn 
Aytoii . 
KiUyth . 
Bannockburn 
East Ueston 
Mar 

invernitie 
Iiiveutinsowl 
Pow- house 
Nutthil . 
Bowhill . 


i-. 

i. 

//. 

3,3U3 

0 

11 

3,271 

10 

2 

1 .297 

1 

1 

907 

19 

1 

3,456 

11 

1(1 

213 

0 

0 

323 

10 

b 


19 

9 

411 

14 

9 

137 

9 

10 

1,678 

5 

8 

361 

12 

1 

347 

6 

5 

,177 

9 

6 

72 

7 

10 

27 

14 

7 
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£. 

i. 

d. 

Latrisk • • 


208 

3 

9 

Glenbeiry • 


75 

12 

10 

Preston-hall • 


230 

17 

11 

W ood-end 


83 

6 

4 

Fairney . 


153 

8 

7 

Master of Nairne. 


60 

9 

3 

Dtiiihorg . 


170 

6 

6 

Earl Marischal 

1 

,677 

6 

0 

Kiikconquhar 


287 

8 

9 

Lord Nau'ue 


740 

10 

3 

F inglass • 


537 

19 

2 

Croinlix . 


415 

0 

4 

Nit^isdaie 


809 

19 

7 

Ineray . • 


281 

11 

1 

Keninure • 


608 

10 

9 

Drummond 

2, 

566 

9 

6 

Burleigh . . 


697 

10 

7 

Scarstann • 


110 

5 

3 

Ddiitrooii 


54 

4 

9 

Lagg 


424 

15 

0 

Carnwath 


8G4 

8 

11 

Baldoon , 

1. 

495 

12 

10 

Total 

£19 

694 

6 

8 

Esiaiet forfeited in England, 


Francis Anderson, es<p 

. 1 

425 

13 


Hugh Anderson, es<p 

, 

131 

5 

5 

John Ashton 

, 

60 

8 

8 

Richard Butler . 

, 

382 

8 

7.i 

Lord Bolitigbroke 

. 2,662 

15 

0 

kieliartl Hitsborough 


19 

10 

0 

Thomas Briets 


19 

16 

0 

Robert Cowper 


20 

0 

0 

Richard Charley, esq. 


1:38 

12 


(teoige Clifton * 


5 

10 

0 

Ceorge Collmgwood, esrp 


924 

10 

0 

I'idward Cure 


19 

12 

6 

Robert Daniel 


8 

0 

0 

.lohn Dalton, esq. 


661 

19 

ti 

Karl of IK*rwent water 

’ 0 

,371 

4 

5 

Roger Diccimson 


641 

16 

10 

Thomas Kriington 


328 

0 

0 

Thomas Forster, jua. 


530 

0 

0 

(iiHU^e Gihson 


227 

0 

0 

John Gregson 


26 

0 

0 

JtdiTi Hall 


70 

0 

0 

(iahriol Hesketh . 


102 

6 

4 

(Gilbert Hodgson . 


:327 

9 

3 

IMulip Hodgson . 


238 

0 

0 

doidan Langdale. 


79 

0 

0 

John Lrybiirne 


275 

16 

5 

Duke of Ormond . 

.21 

,163 

5 

8 

Henry Oxboruugh 


507 

17 

7 

ihdui Karkinsou . 


5 

17 

6 

William Paul 


42 

14 

0 

3ohu Pie.ssington . 


39 

16 

6 

hobert Searishrick 


388 

3 

4 

'Villiam Shnftoo . 


784 

0 

0 

Richard Sherburn 


32 

10 

0 

JLilph Shuttleworth 


7 

10 

0 

Hi chard Shut tie worth 


78 

0 

0 

Halph Standish • 


671 

10 104 

Jiiiuvs SingletoQ • 


40 

10 

0 


3Si 



£. 

t. 

d. 

Thuinas Stanley • 

. 246 

18 

10 

liOrd Seaforth 

. 517 

10 

0 

Kdward Swiuburn 

• 30o 

0 

0 

J ohn Sturzaker , 

. 10 

0 

0 

John Thornton • 

. 1,585 

17 

4 

Christopher Trapp 

. 58 

16 

6 

Joseph Wadsworth 

. 12 

0 

0 

Thomas Walton • 

. 97 

0 

0 

Thomas Walmslcy 

51 

17 

6 

Lord Widdrington 

• 5,154 

6 

10 

Fid ward Winkley 

. 226 

10 

8 

Richard Wytheriaton 

. 14 

10 

0 


£47,626 

18 

•>4 

Scotch estates • 

.29,694 

6 

8 

Total • 

£77, m 

5 

Ji 

These estates, at 20 




years' purchase, a- 




mount to • • 

i. 646, 420 

0 

0 


Betitdes all which, 

Fraacia Anderson’s 
reversion after the 
death of the lady An* 
derson, per aniuini. 400 0 0 

Ih'ger Dicconsun, after 
the death ot‘ Samuel 
Richardson, per ann. IS 0 0 

1 hoinas ForsWr, jun., 
lifter his father's 
death, per annum • GOO 0 U 

W dliain Paul, clerk, 
after the death of 
his mother, per ann. H 0 0 

Lonl Seaforth, remain- 
der, after |>ayinentof 
debts and legacies of 
Nicholas Rennet, 
per annum • 67' .'I 0 

Total. . x:i,Gu;i .1 

These reversions, sold 
at but ten years' 
purchase, amount to 10,030 0 0 
Timber to all these 
estates computed to- 
gether . • 30,000 0 0 

Besides ])er8onal es- 
tates, &c. seised • 60,000 0 0 

Total of these 106,030 0 0 
Tiie which above . £1 , :>4o , 420 0 0 

Makes forfeitures 
mount to . • £lf 652, 4:^0 0 

An act to oblige papists to register their 
naines and real estates. An aet lor repeal- 
ing so much of tlio act ot the Tith and 
1 3th years of king \ViIha»«, pmvidet 
That no person who should come to the pos- 
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MesBion of the crown should go out of the I given up their ecclesUstiCdlni*hti^ by sub* 
dominions uf Kn^/and, Scotland or Ireland Emitting to the unlawful invalid lay depii 
without coiibcnt of parliament. An act, fur vatioiis of Iho prince of Orange, 
the more effectual securinjj; the peace of 21. £i|^ht of the Pi eston prisoners broke 
the Highlands iii" Scotland. After which out of the Fleet ; but three of them were 
parliament was prorogued. ^ retaken. 

June 29. Ernestos Augustus^ his ma« 23. A riot happened at a home in 
jesty’s brother, created duke of York and Salisbury-court, Fleet-stieet, which demo- 
Albany in Great Britain, and earl of Ulster lished the bar, wainscot, &c., and one of 
in Ireland. the mob was shot dead. London at this 


The Dutch forces were all about this time 
re-ernbarkeil, and sent back to Holland. 

Juty 3. Charles Katcliffe, esq , and si\ 
more of the condemned prisoners reprieved. 

4. John duke of Argyle was removed 
from all his employments, and a ])ensiuu 
of 2000/. a year taken from him. Ilis bru> 
ther Archibald, earl of Hay, was also re- 
moved, and succeeded by James duke of 
Montrose in the office of ford-clerk-register 
of Scotland. 

6. William duke of Devonshire was 
made lord-president of the council. 

r. The king resolved to visit his Ger- 
man dominions, and having appointed the 
prince of Wales guardian to the realm dur- 
ing his absence, set out from St. James's ; 
embarked the same d.iy ; landed on the 
9th in Holland ; through which be passed 
; arrived at Hanover on the 1 5th ; 
and on the 20th set out for Pyrmunt, to 
drink the waters. A principal object of 
the king's continental visit was to trustrate 
the designs of Charles XII. of Sweden, 
who was extremely exasperated against 
the elector of Hanover for having entered 
into the confederacy against him in his ab- 
sence ; particularly for his having pur- 
chased the duchies of Bremen and Ver- 
den, which constituted part of the Swedish 
dominions. 

An indictment of high-treason was found 
against Mr. Pitt, the keeper of Newgate, 
for suffering Mr. Forster, &c. to esca|>e ; 
on which he was tried the 14th instaiit, 
and acquitted. 

13. The rev. Mr. Paul, and John Hall, 
esq., a justice ff peace of NorthumberUiid, 
executed at Tyburn as traitors. The last 
of them bad been reprieved five times. Mr. 
Paul wa.s vicar of Urtun in Leicestershire, 
and had joined the Preston rebels. On the 
Sunday pri vious to his departure he preach- 
ed a sermon at his own parish church from 
Kzi'k. xxi. 26, 27. *^Thus saith the Lord 
Gofl, Remove the diadem and lak'* off the 
crown. Exalt him tl .t is low above him 
that is high. I will overturn, overturn, 
overturn, aud it shall be no more until he 
come whose right it is ; and 1 w il give it 
tiuto him.’* Ill his dying speech Mr. Paul 
professed himself a sincere member of the 
church of England, but not of the revolu- 
tionary schismatical church whose bishops 
iiad abaoduiied the king, and shamefully , 


period was the rendezvous of the most des- 
perate among the disaffected of the three 
kingdoms. Voluntary societies were formed 
to counteract their machinations, anS the 
streets and taverns were often the scene of 
violent affrays and tumults. The houses 
ut which each party met were distinguished 
by the name of muy houses, so call.^d from 
the penny mugs in which each person was 
served with beer. At these houses ashen 
cudgels, like quarter staves, were kept in 
readiness, with which each party, upon ad- 
vice of a tumult, sallied out either to di;>' 
)erse or support the multitude as suited 
heir interests. 

29. llie earl of Nottingham lost bis 
[>ension of 2500/. per annum. 

30. The servants of the Preston prison- 
ers were discharged out of Newgate, the 
Marshalsea, and the Fleet prisons, to the 
number of forty. 

Aug, 2. The rev. John St. Qnintin con- 
lictetl, at Norwich assizes, of asserting 
hat the pretender was landed in the we»t 
vith 50,000 men, and drinking his health. 
He was sentenced to pav a fine of twenty 
marks, to be imprisoned for a year, and find 
lureties for his good behaviour for three yen rs. 
Mr. Fern was also convicted of drinkmg 
he pretender’s health, and calling king 
George a turnip-hoer ; for which he was 
tenteuced to pay a tine of forty marks, to be 
mprisoned fur a year, and find sureties for 
his behaviour for three years. One Thomas 
Shirley was also convicted of saying “ king 
George has no more light to the ciuwn than 
I have lor which he was sentenced to bir 
whipped, and to find sureties for bis be- 
haviour for three years. 

Lord Wintitun, who lay under sentence 
of death in the Tower, made his escape. 

5. Prince Eugene gained a great vie* 
:ory over the Turks near Peterwaradin, in 
which the grand vizier and the aga oi tlie 
janUsaries were killed. 

6. Two soldiers whipped almost to 
[leath in Hyde Park, aud turned out uf the 
aervice, for wearing oak boughs in their 
hats the 20th of May. 

20. Mr. Bruce, a Scotch gentleman, 
changing clothes with his sister, made his 
iscape from Newgate, leaving her there in 
lis room ; she was discharged after a short 
inprifiunment. 

21. Kcoiieth lord Duffiai having been 
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aitiiintud in Parliament, was taken at Ham- 
hurgli, brought to Englaud, and thisi day 
coniuiitfed to the Tower. 

29. Laurence Howell, a nonjuror, was 
taken up for writing The case ot‘ Schism 
ill the cliurch of England.** 

31. The ingenious Christopher Wren, 
esq., was removed from the place of clerk 
of the works. 

Sff ^ 1. The earl of Sunderland had a 
jicnsion of 1200/. per annum settled on him. 

3. The state jirisoners at Edinburgh 
were sent from thence to Carlisle to be tried, 
to the number of eighty-nine. 

5. Richard Price, William Price, Tho- 
mas Bean, George Purchase, and John 
Love, convicted of felony, in not dispersing 
on the reading of the proclamation at the 
late riot near the mug house, and were 
hanged at the end of Salisbury-court, in 
Fleet-street, the 22nd instant. 

30. Several of the bearers who had at- 
tendee! the funeral of Thomas Bean, who 
was hanged fi»r the rict in Salisbury-court, 
going to St. Bride’s church in procession 
with their favours, were apprehended and 
fined tw'enty marks each. 

Oct. 2. Five more of the Preston pri- 
soners executed ; three of them at Lancas- 
ter, Hiul two at Preston. 

11. Teinesvar taken by the imperialists. 

22. juoclamaiion pridiil iting all trade 
to the Fast Indies but by the India company. 

30. A riot happened at Oxford on the 
prince of IVules’s birth-<lay, 

i\>iv, 17. The commissioners of the kirk 
of Scotland drew up an luldress, ‘•That the 
oath of abjuration might be so qualified, 
that tender conscieiKes might take it ; 
many even of their ministers having re- 
fused it. 

19. Colonel Douglas, late governor of 
the Leeward Islands, was adjudged by the 
c urtof KmgVbeiicli, to pay a tine of :>0t)/., 
and be iuipriKoiie<i for five years, h.aving 
l)ein convicted of nial-adniinistratiun in 
his government. 

21. Ihirty of the Preston prisoners 
having been put oil board a ship, to be 
transported Iriuii Liverpool to the West 
Indus, mastered tlie crew, and carried the 
►hip to France, where they sold both ship 
and cargo. 

2r>. A pension that had lieen allowed 
the hislu»p of Kdiiiburgh taken from him, 
on his refusing to take tho oaths. 

2x. Mr. liarvey ami his bail discharged, 
hut sir W. Wymlhainand others continued 
upon recognizances. 

30. Two French ships returned richly 
huleii from tho river Missi8>ippi, in the 
K^lt of Mexico, being the first that brought 
over any merchandise from thence 'since 
Ihe settling that colony. 

Hce. 4. A tire in Nightingale lane, near 


j Limehotise-hridfre, which burnt above 150 
dwellings, besides warehouses. 

10. Dalton, the printer, was convicted 
of printing a libel, called “The Shift shift- 
ed,** sentenced to pay a fine of twenty marks^ 
stand ill the pillory, and suffer a year*8 
imprisonment. 

1 1 . Charles Ratcliffe, brother to the late 
earl of Derwentwater, made his escape out 
of Newgate. 

22. A thousand pounds was given by 
the prince of W ales to the sufferers by fire 
at Liinehouse. 

20. 1 he judges at Carlisle passed sen- 

tence on twenty-five of the Scotch prison- 
ers; thirty-six others were discharged ; but 
the ciiiirt broke up without giving orders 
for the execution of any of the persons 
condemned. 

30. There having been quarrels between 
the soldiers quartered at Oxford, and the 
scholars and townsmen, on the 30th of Oc- 
tober, the prince's birth-day, affidavits of 
the fact were sent up to the cuuucilhy each 
party; and the committee of council, to 
whom the matter was referred, gave it in 
favour of the sobUers, as did the house of 
Lords, by whom the matter was examined 
afterwards. 

The czar of Muscovy arrived in Holland. 

Bank ok Fuanck. — In this year a bank 
i was established in Paris by the ctlebratt-d 
,lohn Law, of Lauriston. Tlie objects of 
this bank, according to Mr. Law’s profes- 
sions, weie to increase the circulation of 
money ; to put a stop to the progress of U'^u- 
ry *, to facilitate the exchange letweeu Paris 
and the provinces : augment the circulation 
of manuluctures ; and to enable the people 
to pay mure easily the heavy taxes to which 
they were subjected. The letters patent, 
establiNhing the bank, ^tlpullited tiiat its 
c««pital should .im amt to about 3lKh00d/., 
divided into I20ff shares of 250/. each. The 
regulations of this bank were wise an i salu- 
t.iry. It would snion have rivalled that of 
[ .\msterdam or England, and prinluccil c -n- 
I sequences equally beneficial to Fiaiue. hatl 
I not gtivernnu ut interfered with its progress. 
I By an edict of council, dated Dec. 4. 17 IS, 
j the public were informed that his luaje.sty 
I had taken Mi. Law's hank into liis own 
bands under the nameofTni-. Rovai. Bank ; 
of which Mr. Law was apiviinied direcioT- 
general ; and Virauches were esIabiiNlied in 
liifferent cities. The bank now bee iine de- 
piMideut on the will of the sovereign ; and 
from this connexion originaterl two years 
after the disastrous Missis>ippi luibbie, 

1717. Jan. IS. King George arrived at 
Margate from Holland. 

2.). The 4 *pi>copal alerg} ol Scot’and, 
having been before fined for not 
for king (ieorge by name, were now forced 
to fiy their country or abscoiuh 
2 
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The lords’ of session in Scotland refuse each ; and to be bound himself in 1000/. for 
to permit the commissioners for forfeited his good behaviour during life ; to be twice 
estates to take possession of them till the whipped ; to be degraded and stripped of his 
creditors were satisfied. gown by the hands of the common execu- 

One hundred of the Preston prisoners tioner, which was done in court accordingly, 
who had been confined in the Savoy, were 12. The czar ordered a long memorial 
put on l)oard a ship to be transported to th to be presented to the co^rt of Britain, to 
\Vest Indies. vindicate himself from espousing the pre- 

29. Count de Gyllemberg, the Swedish tender. The czar resented the offer made 
envoy, and his papers, were seized, and by the elector, to join the Swedes against 
none permitted to speak to him : whereupon tlie Russians, provided Charles XII. would 
the foreign ministers demamled the reason ratify the purchase of Bremen and Verden. 
of this extraordinary proceeding, and were The convocation presented a loyal ad- 
told that he was carrying on treasonable dress ; as ^lid tine University of Cambridge 
practices against the government. Sir Ja- but the University of Oxford, after some de- 
cob Banks, Mr. Ca3sar of Hertfordshire, batt‘s, could not agree upon presenting any. 
and major Smith, were likewise taken into 15. General M‘Cartiiey appointed to 
custody on suspicion. At the instance of command the forces in Ireland, 
the British court, baron Gortz, the Swedish Apr, 3. The king, by a message to the 
miiii>ter in UoIIhiuI, was also seized, with commons, asked an extraordinary supply 
his papers. to avert the Swedish invasion. It occa 


Frli, t). The regent of France compelled 
the pretender to remove from Avignon. 

8. Lord Laiisdown discharged out of 
the Tower. 

12. Sir William Wyndham and his hail 
discharged. 

13. The alehouse-keepers and victual- 
lers of the county of Mi<l(llesex, to the 
number of a thousand, appeared at Ilicks’ 
Iiall. and were ordered to take the oaths 
before tile justices in the vestries of their 
resfiective parishes, on pain of being de- 
jnived of their licenses. 

So great was the alarm of insurrection 
and invasion, tliat a squadron of men-of- 
war was fitted out with all ex}>edition, to 
be commanded by sir George Byng ; gene- 
ral CarjKMiter, and several regiments were 
drtached to Scotland ; and all sea and land 
officers were commanded to repair to their 
respective ]>osih. 

20. Parliament met, and tlie king de- 
livered a spiech to the lord-chancellor, who 
read it to both houses. It inbirmed them 
ol the triple alliance concluded with France 
and Holland ^ that many defects of the 
treaty of Utrecht had been remedied ; that 
the ])retei)(ler was removed beyond the y\lps j 
and that the letters of the Swedish minis- 
ter, which he had ordered to be laid before 
them, contained an account of the intended 
invasion. Secretary StHubope laid bebire 
them copies of the letters which passed be- 
tween count Gyllemberg, the baioiis Gortz 
and Sparre, and others, riatingto a design 
of raising a rebellion to i c* »upporf» d by an 
invasion from Sweden ; and, being printed, 
they were published two daysaftei 

Afar. 2. The rev. Laurence Howell, au- 
thor of the “ Case of Schism,” received 
sentence at the Old Bailey, to pay a 
fine of 600/. to the king; to remain in 
|irison for three yeart, and until his fine i 
should be paid ; to ^d sureties of 50 UL 


stoned warm debates ; as demanding a 
supply without communicating the parti 
ctilars to which it was to be appropriated 
was unparliamentary. Mr. Shippeii said, 
the message appeareil to have been jieniied 
by a b reign minister, and that it was a 
great misfortune the king was as unac 
quainterl with parliamentary proceedings 
as the language of the country. Mr. Wal 
pole and Mr. Speaker appealed to he against 
it : however, it was at length carried in thu 

mmitteo, 104 to 149, that a sum not ex 
ceed mg 250, (JUO/. be granted. 

9, When the question was again put in 
the house, it was carried but by four 
voices, 153 to 149. This grant was the 
first fruits of the cuntmental coniuxion. 
The elector of Hanover (piarreiled with the 
king of Sweden, and Kuglaiid was nut 
'Illy depiived of a valuable biaucli of trade, 
but obliged to support imn in the prosecu- 
ion of the war. 

lU. Chancik ov MiM8tku.s.—- The next 
Horning Mr. secretary Stanhope let lord 
Townshend know that his majesty hud no 
fuither occasion fur hi.s service as lord- 
lieutenant of Ireland ; whereupon Mr. 
Walpole, Mr. Methuen, secretary of state. 
Mr. Pultuney, secretary at war, the liuke of 
Devonshire, jiresident of the council, and 
some others, immediately resigned their 
places. Almost a complete change of nd- 
listry followed. Mr, Siaiihope was ep- 
pointed to succeed W’liljiule both as first 
ord of the treasury uiul chancelb'r of the 
.•xche(|uer, the other four members of tJie 
reasury*board being also chuiiged. Lord 
■iuiiderland and Mr. Addison were made 
Kicretaries of slate ; Mr. Craggs, secrelaiy 
>f war ; the duke of Bolton, viceroy of 
Ireland, his })iace of iord-ckaniherlatn 
leiiig given the dtiko of Newcastle. 
This change in the ministry is ascribcil to 
he iutriguef of lord Sunderland and seerc- 
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tary Stanhope^ who, following the king to 
Hanover, sought a favourable opportunity 
to supplant Walpole and Townshend in the 
royal favour. Only individual members of 
the administration were changed during 
the next four years. 

‘27. The government ordered the sum of 
5000/. to be paid the dissenters for the'da> 
mage they had sustained by demolishing 
tlieir meeting-houses, about the time of 
the late insurrection. 

.'iO.* Sir George Byng having arrived in 
the Sound, with a fleet of thirty men-of- 
war, found no fleet prepared by the Swedes, 
or any army embarking, or any appearance 
of an enemy ; advice being brought to 
England, tlie people were eased of their 
apprehension of an invasion. 

J/«y 3. The lower liouse of convocation 
made a representation against some doc- 
trines published in Dr. Iloadley, the bishop 
of Bangor’s *• Preservative against the 
Princijiles and Practices of the Non- 
jurors,” and in his sermon preached before 
the king on the 3lst of March, upon the 
famous text, “ My kingdom is not of this 
world” 

•1. KxiirMArroN. — Joseph Bowen, a 
grave-digger, was convicted of taking the 
c.jrpse of one ( bidders out of Bethlehem 
churchyard, and selling it to a surgeon, 
having p.icke<l it np in a hamper to be sent 
to Oxford. He was Hue<l forty shillings, 
and sentenced to he whipped from Newgate 
to SmithtieUl'bars. 

d. Mv)tion made in the commons that 
the land-forces might he reduced to the 
old estaMishinent : namely, 7000 men for 
England, and 30UI) men for Scotland ; but 
it was carried in the negative by a majority 
of ten voices. 

lO. The lower house of conv' cation hav- 
ing drawn up their repre sent a< ion against 
tne, bislu)p of Bangor’s doctrine, were pro- 
iogned, by a special order from court, he- 
ior^^ they could present it to the upper 
house. The convocation met several times 
after, but was promptly prorogued, and 
never again suifered to sit to do buMiiess. 

About this time 10,000 of the laud-i 
f rees were disbanded, which before con* 
siJsted of BOOO horse and dragoons and 
‘24,000 foot, 

ir>. The Soutb-sea company came to 
a resolution to lend the guveriiineiit two 
,s at 5 per cent., for paying ufT the 
lotteries of 1711 and 171‘J. 

17. The Bank lUso resolved to lend the 
government two millions and a half at 5 
per cent., for redeeming certain funds which 
♦^arry a high interest, and for cancelling 
old exchequer-hills, and circulating new 
on»’s at a lower interest. 

Kkdl c:i ION OK Tut Drmt.— The princi- 
business of this session was th« discus- 
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sion of schemes for the reduction of the 
debt. A large portion of the debt was re- 
deemable ; the rest consisted of annuities 
for terms of years. Mr. Walpole, before 
his resignation, had a plan fur lessening 
the interest and paying the capital of the 
redeemable debt. He proposed to reduce 
the interest of the redeemable funds by 
offering an alternative to the proprietors of 
annuities. His scheme was adopted by the 
new ministers, with some small alterations, 
which afforded Walpole a pretence for op- 
posing if. In the course of the debate a 
warm altercation passed between him and 
Mr. Stanhope, by which it appeared they 
had made a practice of selling places and 
reversions. Mr. Hungerford, standing up, 
said he was sorry to see two such great 
men running foul of each other; that, how- 
ever, they ought to be looked upon as pa- 
triots and fatbers of tlieir ‘country ; and 
that since by mischance they had discover- 
ed their nakedness, the other members 
ought, according to the custom of the East, 
to turn their backs upon them, that they 
might not be seen in such a shameful con 
dition.’* Both ministers giving their word 
of honour not to prosecute their resentment 
out of the house, the subject droppt-d. The 
Bank and South-sea company having 
agreed to lend their assistance to effect the 
proposed inodiflcatious in the public en- 
cumbrances, three hills were introduced for 
carrying them into effect. The taxes, 
which had been laid on before fur limited 
periods, being rendered perpetual, and the 
priuluce of them being greater than the 
charges under the new arrangement, the 
Hurplusps were united, under the name of 
the Sinking Fi;ni>. and appropriatetl to tlie 
liipndation of the debt. 

The earl of Oxford, who had now 
remained almost two years a y-risoiier in 
the Tower, presented a petition to the 
lords, praying that his imprisonment might 
not be indefinite. Some of the lory lords 
affirmed that the iinjsfachment was deter- 
mined by the pron»gatioti of parliament, 
but the contrary was affirmed by a ctni- 
siderable majority, and a day fixed tor his 
trial. 

Junr 18. Belgrade invested by the im- 
|)ertalisits. 

24. Till At. OK Hahi.ky. — The earl of Ox- 
ford was brought from the Tower by wafer, 
to his trial in Westnnnster-hal/. Afier 
reading the articles, with the eari\ answer. 
Ac., Mr. Hampden, one of the man.igers 
for the commons, proceeded to make goiid 
the charge of high crimes and misde- 
meanors; and sir Joseph Jekyll was going 
on, when lord Harcourt moved the peers to 
adjourn ,* and it was resolved by fhtMii not 
to admit the commons to proceed iii mak- 

i\ig goitd tVv® axVicWs {mi 
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till judgment waa first given upon the arti 
clea for high*t reason ; which being com 
municated to the commons, they absolutely 
refused to proceed but in their own method 
whereu|)on the debates and rellections ran 
very high between the two houses. 

25, The earl of Oxford was carried to 
Westminster, and the commons desiring 
time to search precedents, the lords ad- 
journed to the 27th instant. 

27. Oxford was brought a third time tc 
Westminster-hall, and the commons de> 
livered in their reasons for adhering to 
their method, and the lords delivered a 
paper containing theirs, the chief of which 
was the competency of every court of jus- 
tice to direct its own judicial proceedings. 
The commons demanded a free conference, 
which was refused. 

29. The lords refused to come to ano- 
ther conference with the commons, but ap- 
pointed the 1st of July to proceed in the 
trial, of which the commons took no notice, 
but adjourned to the 3rd of July. 

Jultf 1. The earl was brought again to 
his trial ; and proclamation being made 
lor his pru.secutor8 to make good theii 
charges, and none of the commons appear- 
ing, the earl was acquitted and set at li- 
berty. He owed his escape to the disseii 
sions among the ministers and to the late 
change in the administration. In conse- 
quence of this he was relieved from the in- 
veterate j)erseciit ion of Walpole ; andiuiiii- 
bered among his friend.s the dukes of De- 
vonshire and Argyle, the earls of Notting- 
ham and Hay. and lord Towushend. 

2. Some drummers of the guards were 
committed to the Marshalsea for beating 
a point of war l)efore the eari’s house, and 
congratulating him on his deliverance. 

3. Oxford took his place in the house of 
peers. 

The commons addressed his majesty to 
except the earl of Oxford out of the act of 
grace, with which he complied. 

The king came to the house of peers, 
and after giving the royal assent to the 
act of grace and several other acts, parlia- 
ment was prorogued. 

Out of the act of grace were excepted 
the earl of Oxford, lord liarcourt, Matthew 
Prior, Thomas Harl‘y, Arthur Moor, 
James Duke Crispe, Butler Nodes, Daniel 
O'Brien, William Kedmayne, and Hubert 
Thompson, as also Co» &c., who were 
confined on suspicion (yf being concerned 
in the assassination- plot against king Wil- 
liam* Upon the passing of act, the 
remainder of the Preston prisoners were 
discharged, particularly 200 from the cas- 
tle of Chester ; but they hnd undergone 
such hardships in prison, that many of. 
them reaped little benefit by it, being so 
disabled, that they could not stand when 


they were dismissed to their respective 
homes. 

21, 22. Dreadful storms of thunder and 
lightning in several parts of England. 

15. Count Gyllemberg, the Swe- 
dish envoy, sent home, in exchange fur 
Mr. Jackson, the British resident there. 

16. N.S. The imperialists, under prince 
Eugene, gained a complete victory over 
the Turks near Belgrade ; whereupon tlie 
town capitulated on the ISth, having en- 
dured a siege of two mouths. 

22. An order of council that the military 
officers upon the coast should assist the 
officers of the customs in preventing the 
exportation of wool and ninning of goods. 

The marquis de Lede, the Spanish ge- 
neral, made a descent on the island of Sar- 
linia, with 6000 foot and 600 dragoons ; 
and in a few days made himself entirely 
master of that island. 

30. Dr. W'^illiain Lloyd, bishop of Wor- 
cester, died, in theUl^t year of his age ; 
he was one of the seven sent to the Tower 
n the reign of James 11. 

Sept, 11. The earl of Peterborough was 
seised at Bologna by two Irish officers in 
the pretender’s service, and cairie<I to Lr- 
biuo, upon suspicion that he had suiiie ile- 
sign upon the pretender’s life ; but lie was 
soon alter set at liberty. 

18. The Rolls in Chancery-lane, the re- 
sidence of the master of the rolls, began to 
he rebuilt ; towards which his majesty gave 
5000/. 

19. The Irish house of lords resolved 
that whoever should appeal from any <le- 

ree of their house to the British liouse of 
|)eers were enemies to their country. 'I'his 
was occasioned by the appeal of Maurice 
Aimesley to the peers of Great Britain. 

Oct. 13. Lonl Lovat had a pension set- 
led tqH)n liim of 400/. per annum, in con- 
sideration of his services in the late insur- 
rection. 

22. Cidonel Henry Lutterel was shot by 
an u.SHassin, as he w.is gtdngin a hackney- 
chair to his house in Stalfurd-street,in Dob- 
in, and died the next day of his wounds. 

Aoe. 1. Orders were given fordishand- 
ng fifteen men out of each compan; of 
oot-guards ; ten out of each troop of Innse 
and dragoons ; and ten out of each com- 
pany of the marching regiments ; wim li 
educed the forces in England to ul>otd 
16,000 men 

II. Dr. Weltoii, late rector of Wliite- 
:ha])el, with his congregation, consist mg ot 
iboul 250 iion-jiirurs, was surprised by tbe 
ustices of peace and constables; and most 
*f them refusing the oaths, they were or- 
dered to 1m» prosecuted. 

21. Purliainent opwied by the king. 

2B. The young prince, son of the pvmce 
of Wales, was christened by the name ol 
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George WUliam, at St, Jamcs'g, by the 
urchbiahop of Canterbury; the king and 
the duke of Newcastle godfathers, and the 
duchess of St. Albans godmother. The 
ceremony was productive of a difference be- 
tween the grandfather and father. The 
prince of Wales intended his uncle the 
duke of York should stand in lieu of the 
duke of Newcastle. 

29. The prince of Wales, by order of 
his majesty, removed from St. James’s, and 
went to reside at the earl of Grantham’s, 
in Arlington-street, whither the princess 
went with him ; but the children remained 
at St. James’s. 

Dec. -X. Mr. Shippen, member of parlia- 
ment for Salfash, was sent to the Tower 
lor saying that the second paragraph of 
tlie king’s speech seemed “ rather calcu- 
lated lor the meridian of Germany than 
Great Britain ; and that it was a great 
ntisfurtunu that the king was a stranger to 
our language and c«)nstitution.” 

22. A proclamation, declaring that gui- 
neas shovdd be current at no more than 
uue-and'twenty shillings ; and half-gui- 
neas, double-guineas, and five-pound- 
pieccs proportionubly ; that broad pieces of 
three-and-twenty shillings and sixpence 
sliould be reduced to three-and-twenty 
>-hiilings, and those of tive-and-tweiity 
shillings and sixpence to five-and-twenty 
Nlulliiigs ; and smaller pieces proportion- 
ably. This was issued on account of the 
scarcity of silver coin, occasioned by the 
exportation of silver to the Kast Indies 
and other parts, and the importation of 
goid. Sir Isaac Newton, the warden of the 
Mint, made an elal)orate report, which was 
referred to a committee of the house of 
eoiiiiiious, on the causes influencing the re- 
hiiive value of the precious metals. 

A terrible inuudatiou this year in Hol- 
land and Germany. Part ot West Fnes- 
laiul and Groningen were laid under 
water, several villages were ruined, and 
great numbers of people and cattle lost. 
Part of Zealand also was overflowed, and 
1300 inhabitants drowned. The countries 
of Ka?»t Friesland, Oldenburg, Bremen, 
and Holstein suflered much. Ihe edy of 
Hamburgh, Gluckstadt, and all the flat 
country near the Elbe received incndible 
damage. 

1718. Jan. ‘23. The prince removed 
from the earl of Grantham’s to the house 
he bad purchased in Leicester-flelds. 

Peh. G. The infant prince George Wil- 
liam died. 

9. A proclamation for putting in execu- 
lion the laws made against unlawful clubs 
and combinations. It was chiefly directed 
a^^aiuHt the wooi-comln rs and weavers, who 
had begun to exercise the immuoiticb of ! 
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bodies-corporate by passing by-laws, de- 
termining who had a right to trade, the 
number of apprentices and journeymen 
each master should employ, and the prices 
and materials of manufactures. 

28. Ferdinaiido, marquis de Palcotti, 
brother to the duchess of Shrewsbury, was 
condemned for the murder of his servant ; 
and was executed at Tyburn on the 17th of 
March. 

Mar. 3. Richard Burridge, corrector of 
the press to the “ Weekly Journal^' was 
fried at llicks’-hali for blasphemous words, 
and convicted. He was sentenced to be 
whipped from the New-churcli, in the 
Strand, to Chariiig-cross, to pay a fine of 
20s.f and be imprisoned for a mouth. 

6. James Shepherd, a youth eighteen 
years of age, apprentice to a coach-painter, 
and an enthusiast in Jacobitism, convicted 
of high-treason, in sending a letter to a 
non-juring clergyman, proposing a scheme 
for assassinating the king. He met death 
with intrepidity, proud of the cause of king 
James. 

16. Earl of Sunderland made president 
of the council, which office he held, with 
that of secretary of state. Two days after, 
Mr. Craggs was appointed the other se- 
cretary. 

21. The king went to the house of 
lords, and having passed the hills ready fur 
the royal assent, parliament was pmrogued. 

^prii 19, LordCowper lesigus the great 
seal. 

‘28. Out of the annual pension of 15,000/. 
per annum, aUnwed to the Ficnch protest- 
ants by the government, 400/. annum 
was ordered to be applied towards the relief 
of jHior converts of any nation from the 
church of Rome. 

May 12. Chief justice Paiker, afterwards 
the earl of Macclesfield, made lord chan- 
cellor. 

The government having notice that the 
Roman Catholics were about to celebrate 
the least of Si. Winifred, at Holywell m 
Wales, with great solemnity, sent down a 
party of dragoons, who seized tlieir priest 
as he was otficiating, with the image, plate, 
and other utensils, and found a ]>arcel of 
writings, which discovered several estates 
settled to 8tqH.‘rs(itious uses. 

15, Sir John Pratt, one of the justices 
of the king*8-bench, made lord chki justice 
of that court. 

24. A |iension of 4000/. per anunni set- 
tled on lord chancellor Parker for life. 

June 3. Several galley-slaves, confined on 
account of religion, were set at liberty at 
Marseilles, at the instance of his lintish 
majesty'. 

CsHmUM. Im\uqv:v.s. — T ha 

^paniavds ha\\ug made great 
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foT above iwo years pastf to tit out a ffreat I well received by the inhabitants^ most of 
Beet, consisting of 30 ships of the line and / the towns in that island si tting rpHi their 
frigiiteSf ami prodigious quantities of am- I gates, and offering (o submit to king Pliilip. 
munition and provisions, in order, as it was j 10. Robert Harrison convicted ot crying 
apprehended, to dispossess the emperor of streets “ hin^ James the Third 

his Italian dominions, king George, on his for ever For which he was adjudged to 
part, fitted out also a strong squadron, in stand in the pillory, to pay a fine of twenty 
order to maintain the neutrality of Italy, marks, and to suffer six months’ imprison- 
These preparations originated in the in> ment. 

trigues of Cardinal Alberoni, minister of The treaty of peace between the emperor 
Philip V. of Spain. The cardinal, who and the Venetians on the one part, and the 
was a man of a lofty and aspiring genius, Turks on the other, signed at Passarowitz. 
which delighted in bold and dangerous pro* 2‘2. Quadkopi.k Almanck. — A treaty 
jects, at this time formed the design of of alliance between the emperor, Great 
recovering for Spain the kingdoms and Britain, and France, in order to settle the 
provinces of which she had been divested, terms of treaties of peace between the em* 
By the treaty of Utrecht, the kingdoms of peror and the king of Spain, and het^Aeeii 
Naples and Sardinia were ceded to Austria, his imperial majesty and the king of Sicily, 
together with Milan and theLow Countries ; was this day signed at the secretary’s office 
and Sicily, with the title of king, to the duke at the Cockpit, by the plenipotentiaries of 
of Savoy. Tlie pride of Spain was hurt, his imperial majesty, and by several lonls 
more than her interests were injured, by of his majesty’s privy-council, ami by the 
the St verance of these remote provinces ; abbot du liois, plenipotentiary of France, 
and the scheme of Alberoni was to recover This alliance, ujion the States General coin- 
back her former possessions. The regent ing into it, afterwards obtained the name 
of France, from personal animosity to the of the Quadruple Alliance ; the principal 
Spanisii monarch, joineil the emperor and design whereof was, to guarantee the suc- 
king George in opposing the designs of cession in Great Britain ami France, and 
Spain, though he retained at bottom all the to confirm the partition of the Spanish 
Bourbon prejudices against the house of monarchy. 

Austria. Thu house of Mist the printer was 

4. Sir George Byng sailed from St, He- searched, and his servants taken intt> cus- 
len’s with a squadron, consisting of twenty tody, for printing some unlucky queries on 
ships of the line, two fire-ships, two bomb- the Spanish war j as, if ho arr you yoinytu 
vessel^, a hospital ship, and a store ship, fyht Jhr f f f hat have wr to do in that yum • 
He arrived the lOlh oft Cape St. Vincent, ret/ fl'hat tvi// he the vonxrynenvesf H/nt- 
wheiice he sent notice ofj^is arrival to thrr thr French u>i// not run away tvith yunr 
colonel Stanhope, the British envoy at Ma- trade / S^'c, 

drift; which being notified to cardinal dl. Sir George Byng fell upon the Spa- 
Alberoni, threw him into a violent rage. nish fleet, consisting of twenty-six men-of- 
The Spanish fleet ^et sail from Barcelona war, near Syracuse, and took and destroyed 
to Sicily, then in possession of Victor- about fifteen of them. 

Amadeus II., duke of Savoy. 21. The rev. Kdward Bysse convit t- 

26. Peter l.of Muscovy, having caust'd ed at the assizes, Weils in Somersetshire, on 
his eldest son, prince Alexis Petrowitz, to four several intorniatioiiH exhibited by the 
be condemned to death, the dread of his A ttorney-general ; two for seditious sermons 
approacliing late, as some say, threw him preached by bun at his parish church of 
into a fit of sickness, which put an end to Porthury, in that comity ; and thu otlier 
his lift but others suspected tliat he w two for seditious words against thu govern- 
taken oft* by poison. The unfortunatu ment. The most obnoxious expru.ssioi s 
prince laboured under imhucility or pervur- were, that king George was an iLsurper. and 
sity of mind, and is alleged to have formed that wc had neither king, parliament, or 
criminal designs against tlie life of his pa- laws, these thirty years. Nov. 27, he wa.s 
rent. It was a case similar to that of Don adjudged i»y the court of Kiiig’s-hench ao 
Carlos, son of Philip II. of Spain, in stand twice in thu pillory, to hu iuiprisoned 
1668. four years, to find sureties for his good he- 

King George’s pictu. in the TboUel at haviuur during life, and fined 600/. 

Dithlin was defaced hy some rioters in the The pretender was marriud about this 
night-time, and 1000/. ofteied for ’ scover* time to the princess Sohieski, third daugli- 
ing them. ter to prince James Sohieski, the ehle^t son 

Ju/y 1. The Spanish fleet arrives at Si. of John Sohieski, king of Polumi, who 
nly.^ TJie manpiis de Lede, gen»'ral of the gained that remarkahle victory over iJio 
foices, made a descent on the isiand, near Turks when they were besieging Vienna. 
Palermo, with about 17,000 men, and was Her mother was daughter of the dnke of 
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Newhvrfff the eldest branch of the Palatine 
family. This princesa was seized at In- 
spruck, in her way to Italy, by the Empe- 
ror’s orders, and kept prisoner there a con- 
siderable time, but found means to make 
her escape. The marriage was consum- 
mated ; and sJie brought the pretender two 
sons. 

Sep/, 18. The citadel of Messina surren- 
dered to the Spaniarils. 

Oet, 17. Dr. Bentley, the celebrated clas- 
sical'scholar, W)is declnre i, in a full senate 
of the university of Cambridge, to be r/e- 
jectus St' ejrrfuans ab omni gradu, jure 4* 
iitulo^ by lOS voices against 50. 

One Bowes was taken into custody, for 
proposing to a certain minister of state to 
go to Italy, and assassinate the pretender. 

‘J8, The king of Sicily coming info the 
Quadruple Alliance, it was signed at White- 
hall by his plenipotentiaries. 

30. Dr. Bentley exhibited a complaint in 
writing to the privy-council against the 
proceeding.s of the vice-chancellor and uni- 
versity of Cambrulge ; whereupon the vice- 
chancellor was rerpdred to attend the coun- 
cil the Gth of November, to answer the 
said complaint. 

Abo. (i. The case of Dr. Bentley heard, 
and referre<i to a committee of council. 

II, Parliament met, when the king in- 
formed them of the conclusion ot the 
Quadruple Alliance, and of his contidence 
“ in the ready and frieinlly resolutions of 
bis g<to<l brother tlie regent of France.” 
A motion was made in both houses for ad- 
dresses, approving of the king's measures 
with regard to Spain : after great debates 
they were agreed to, ami presented the 
13th. The Ooinmoiis voted 13,5(10 sailor^, 
and allowed for their miiinteiiaiico 702,000/. 
They also voted 12,43j men for the land- 
service, wliosw pay amounted to 520,064/. 

1 D. Sr/. These sums, with what wasv>ded 
for making good deliciencies. for the ordi- 
nary of the navy, and other things, amount- 
ed in all to 2,257,5><l/. 10*. The money 
w'as raised by a mult- tax, land-tax, and a 
lottery. 

25. Bid for the limitation of the peerage 
introiluctul into the House of Lords. 

30. ( diaries XI 1., king of Sweden, killed 
by a musket->hot received in his b»*ad, in 
4lu* trenches before Frederi^kshall, in Nor- 
way. The death of this eccentric prince 
dissolveil the alliance wliich he had formed 
with Peter the (Ire.it and the ('ardimil Al- 
hernni for raising the pretender to the 
throne of Knghiiid. It produced great 
cfinvnlHions in Sweden, in the first shock 
«)1 which baron Gortz lost his head on a 
scatibld. 

Dec. 3. ,\n Older of council for making 
general repiuals on the Spanianls. 

Advice was received that captain Woods 
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' Rogers had taken possession of the Baha- 
ma islands for the crown at England, in 
J uly last. That 200 of the pirates tliat 
had possessed themselves of the isle of Pro- 
vidence had surrendered themselves, and 
the rest were expelled. 

The prince de Cellamare, the Spanisli 
ambassador at Paris, was put under a guard, 
and his papers sealed, for being in a plot 
to seize the regent, secure the king’s per- 
son, &c., all which proceedeil from cardinal 
Alberoni’s intrigues, in order to hinder the 
regent from joining with England against 
Spain. 

12. The king granted 1000/. out of his 
privy-purse for rebuilding the dormitory be- 
longing to Westminster-school. 

13. (IclasionalConformity. — Earl Stan- 
hope, after declaring the wish of ministers 
to unite different sects in support of the 
government, brought forward a hill in the 
lords lor repealing the acts against occa- 
sional conformity, the growth of schism, 
and .such clauses of the Test and Corpora- 
tion Acts as operated to the exclusion of 
Protestant dissenters from civil offices. 
The lories were strenuous in their opposi- 
tion to this \»ill ; and lord Cowper joined 
them in sounding the alarm of danger to 
the churchy shoubl disstMiters he admitted 
to the common privileges of citizens. .Arch- 
bishop Wake, forgetting the principles to 
which he owed his advancement, contended 
that the acts in question were the bulwarks 
of the .Angiican establishment. In oppo- 
sition to hisCvMce, lloadly, bishop of Ban- 
gor, demonstrated that under whatever 
fahse colours they might be disguisetl. the 
Schism acts were acts of real persecuiuni; 
that if the mere preti'Xt of self-tlefence 
was once admitted as sutfieient ground far 
oppression, all the heathen and Cliristiaii 
pei*8ecuiions of every age might he jn^ti- 
tied. These sentiments were ably seconde*! 
by Dr. Kennet. bishop of Peterborough. 
The venerable \>relate said the (h.urch was 
a term often perverted by designing men ; 
that ** The Temple of the Lord -liie Tem- 
ple of the Lonl are w^k,” was of old tlio 
i'oast of the abandoned among the .lews, 
and used asa colour and incentive to every 
evil purpose. Lord l^ui.sdown was con- 
spicuous by the virulence of his high 
churchism, and launched into a furuuis in- 
vective against the dissenters for their con- 
duct under the commonwealth. .Alter long 
delmte, it was agree<l to leave out the 
chauses relative ti> the Corporation and Test 
Acts ; in which state it was transmitted to 
and passed the commons. Sir Uobt*rt 
Walpole, who was then in oj'posifion. from 
factions motives, joined the tones in c)]>- 
posing the repeal. 

If,. War declaretl against Spam. 

22. War declared at Paris against bpain. 
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29. The pretender bein^ applied to by 
cardinal Alberotn^ entered into his scheme 
for raising disturbances in Britain. For 
that purpose the duke of Ormond repaired 
to Spain the latter end of the year, and 
measures were taken to stir up their friends 
in this country. 

1719. Jan^ An army of 3fi,000 French 
marched towards Spain, under the com- 
mand of the duke of Berwick ; and ships 
of war were fitted out in France for several 
expeditious. 

19. A proclamation by the lords justices 
of Ireland, offering a reward of 10.000/. to 
any one who should ap])rehend the duke 
of Ormond attempting to land iii that 
kingdom. 

^i7. A petition of the artificers in the iron 
manufacture in Birininghain presented to 
tlio Commons, complaining that several 
foreigners, Miiscowtes, had been lately put 
apprentices there. 

Feb, 5. The earl of Stair, our ambassa- | 
dor, made his public entry into Paris. i 
6. Duke of Kingston nnnle lord presi- , 
dent of the council. Duke of Kent made 
lord privy -seal. Duke of Argyle made 1 
lord steward of the household. K irl of 
Sunderlat.d made groom of the stole, and 
first gentleman of the bed-chamber. Sun- 
derland from this time may be considered 
prime-minister. 

A petition of the company of clock- 
makers presented to the commons, com- i 
plaining of great numbers of artists in that 
trade having been seduced to leave this 
kingdom, and settle in France. 

liO. Baron Gurtz was beheaded at Stock- 
holm in Sweden. 

*J8. Pekrage Bii.i.. — The duke of Somer- 
set, after complaining of the increase in 
the peerage, moved that the number of 
English peers might not be enlarged In;- 
yoiid six above the present number; and 
that instead of sixteen elective peers in 
Scotland, tweuty-five might be made here- 
ditary on the part of that kingdom. This 
bill was intended as a restraint on the prince 
of Wales, who hap{)cned to be in opposi- 
tion to the present miidstiy. It was op- 
posed by the earl of Oxford, who said he 
would never give his vote for lopping off so 
valuable a branch of the pre.ogative, which 
enabled the king to riwaid rnetit and 
virtuous actions. It alarmed the Scot- 
tish peers and many En iX)nimoaers, 
who saw in this bill tht avenues f»f title 
and privilege closed agaiusi them. The 
real question at issue, as in most »fb *r dis- 
pufes, was not, whether the measure jiro- 
pu.sed was advantageous or not to the na- 
tion, but whether the tory or whig interest 
should predominate in parliament. 

Marc A 2, The peers received a message 
from his majesty, that he was willing that 


his prerogative should not stand in the way 
of so great and necessary a work us settling 
the peerage. It appeared in the debates on 
this head that the number of peers at the 
accession of James 1. amunnted only to 69, 
but at this time they amounted to 178, be- 
sides the 16 Scotch peers. Treatises were 
written on both sides of the question, and a 
national clamour beginning to rise, minis- 
ters declined pioceediug with the bill. 

16. A proclamation, offering a reward of 
5000/. for apprehending the duke (»f Or- 
mond; for every other peer attainted 1000/., 
and for every gentleman under the degree 
of a peer, 600/. 

18. An embargo was laid on nil shipping 
outward-bound. 

26. The pretender arrived at Madrid in 
one of the king of Sjiain^s coaches, at- 
tended by his life-guards, and was re- 
ceived with all the honours shoivn to a 
crowned head. Upon his arrival, the .sqiiud- 
lun which had been fitting out .some time 
for this expedition sailed from Cadiz to- 
wards England. The duke of Onnuiid was 
the conductor of the undertaking, with 
the title t>f captain-general of the king of 
Spain, and was, in proper places, to publish 
a deciar.itiori. But when thi.s squadron 
came to Cape Finisterre, a violent storm, 
which lasted two days, dispersed and dis- 
abled it from pursuing its course. 

Apni A, The earls of Mareschal and 
Sealorth, and the marquis of Tullibardii.e, 
with about 400 men, landed in Scotland. 

The widt)\v Busies of West Ilanny, near 
Abingilon, Berks, died in the 12 4t:i year 
of her age. She retained hi r senses and 
the use of her limbs till within three lu' 
four days before her death. 

1 1 . Arrived 2.)00 Dutch ruixiliuries in the 
Thames, and tliree Dutch battalions more 
landed in the north of Engl tiid ; the whole 
cunimanded by general Ki-ppel. 

13. The French took j oil Fiiss.iges, in 
Spain, where they burnt six n.eii of war 
that were almost finished upon the stocks. 

16. The House of Peers reSiilved tliat 
the issuing mon»‘y out of tin* chamber of 
London, for maintaining suits of law coii- 
ceniing controverted elections of the city 
magistrates, &c. was a gross mismanage- 
ment uf the city treasure, and a \iolati< ii 
of the freedom of election in the city. • 

1 S. Parliament prorogued. 

The trustees of the forfeited estates 
delivered in an aca>unt of papists' re- 
gistered estate.^, which umounted to 
37.»,284/. Ifr*. 3]^d, 

May 9. His majesty declared in council 
his intention of going to Hanover, and ap- 
pointed the arcliiiishup of Canterbury ami 
twelve others, beiirg tho^great ofheers ot 
the crown, to be lords-j list ices in his Jtb- 
sence. The end of his majesty's voysg*’ 
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was to bring about a peace in the North, 
between the crowns of Sweden, Denmark, 
Prussia, and Muscovy. He succeeded with 
the three first, but could not with the last. 

1 1. The king embarked at Gravesend, 
an<I after a short passage of seventeen 
Jioiirs, landed in Holland. 

If). The French, under the command of 
the duke of Berwick, laid siege to Fonta- 
rahia, which surrentlered June 5. 

21. The earl of JMar and Mr. Stuart 
wero seiaeil by the regency of Geneva. 

June 7. Sir John Norris sailed with a 
squadron of English ineu-of-war to the 
Baltic. 

10. An engagement at Glenshields, in 
Scotland, between king George's forces, 
commanded by general VVightman, and 
the Spaniards and Highlanders, command^ 
t?d by Maieschal,Seaforth,HndTullil)ardine. 
The latter were defeated, and the next daj' 
the. Spaniards, to the number of 300, sur- 
rendered at discretion. The Highbinders ' 
in arms, about 1000 in number, dispersed, | 
w hich ended the Spanish invasion. 

17. Dkatii of Addison. — Joseph Addi- 
son, e.sq., late one of his majesty’s princi- 
p.il secretaries of state, died, aged 47. He 
l.ft two papers, that were published after 
lus death, entitled, ‘‘ The Old Whig,” in 
defence of tlie peerage bill, in which he 
treated his oUl friend sir Kichard Steele, 
who had vehemently assailed that measure, 
with rather contemptuous asperity. Few 
men, however, have received more praise, 
and that deservedly, than Mr. Addison, 
In.tl; as a niorul and literary character. 
His talents as a man of business and a 
piactical state.sinan, have been denied ; but 
that may he asciibed to tlie timid and fas- 
tidious mnte of his mind, without ivsortiug . 
to the hackiiied notion of ll»e unfitness of j 
ineii of letters for active life. He left 
an only daughter, by the countess of War- 
i(-k. 

20. The imperialists attacked the Spa- 
niards near Franca-Villa, in Sicily, but weie 
repulsed, with the loss of 5000 men, and 
their general, count Merci, dangerously 
u oiindvd. 

A/// 1. Devenish. a soldier in the. foot- 
ijuanls, tied to a tree in the j>ark, and 
wlii])petl a fourth time by the third re,'i- 
Juviit of guards, for words s|H)keii in dero- 
gation of king George's title to the crown. 

11. The Muscovites made a descent in 
^wediMi, and ravaged the country in a ter- 
iil)le manner; Imt upon the iipproach of 
fcir John Norris with the British squadron, 
they retired. 

1 3. The duke of Onnond's house at Rich- 
tttond purchased by the prince of Wales. 

^ lil. A proclamation for apprehending 
1 (ibibardine and the earU Maienchal and 
^‘-•atonh, supposed to be concealed in the 
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Highlands; and a reward of 2000/. of- 
fered. 

Auff. 1 , St. Sebastian surrendered to the 
duke of Berwick. 

11, The Kngli.sh seamen of captain 
Johnsori’s squadron, which lay before St. 
Sebastian, being joined by some of the 
French troops, which formed the siege of 
that place, attacked St. Antonio, and took 
and destroyed three large men-of-war which 
were upon the stocks, with a prodigiiuw 
quantity of timber, and other materials, 
that the Spaniards had provided for build- 
ing more. 

Oct. 1. Vigo surrendered to viscount 
Cobham. 

19. The castle of Messina surrendered to 
the imperialists. The British fleet, under 
sir George B\ng, did great service in this 
siege, and destroyed several large Spanish 
men-of-war m the harbour. 

24. Ormond sails from St. Andero with 
seven men-of-war, having on boanl 10,000 
arms, and 1800 men, intending to make a 
descent on some part of (ireat Britain. 

20. t obham, with the British forces, 
abandoned Vigo, 

30. John Matthews, convicted of high 
treason, in printing the paper called *• Fox 
Fo/Wi,’’ &c., and executed at Tyburn on 
the (>lh of November. 

iVov. 9. A treaty concluded at Stock- 
holm, by which the duchies of Bremen 
and Verdeii were ceded to the elector of 
Brunswick. 

14. The king arrived at St. Jamo's from 
Hanover. 

23. Parliament opened by the king. 

25. The peerai;e bill was again brought 
into the house of lorils. 

Dec. 3. The king of Spain, as a step 
towards a general |eace, dismisses his 
restless minister Alberoui. 

7. A long debate in the commons on 
the committal of the peerage bill, when it 
was carried in the negative, by 2G9 tv» 177. 

This month a great many petitions were 
presented to parliaineul against piiuted 
calicos. 

1720. An. 21. A proclamation, otfer- 
ing a reward of lOtt/. for taking any high- 
wayman within five miles of London or 
Westminster, ami also a pardv>n to any a:- 
complice who should discover and iippie- 
hend such highwayman. 

24. Cardinal Alberoui and bis jui'iis 
seized in the terrili>ne.s of (»enua, at the 
iu.stance of the pope. 

*26, The king of Siuiin accciftcJ tho 
oonditiouM of peace priq>osed to him by 
Great Britain and France. 

27, 28. The South-sea company and the 
Bank of England otlercd thvir several 
schemes to the house of commons for dis- 
charging the national debt. 
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Feb. 1. Resolved that the proposals made 
by the South-sea company be accepted. 

2!). A proclamation for a suspension of 
arms at sea between Great Hritain and 
Spain. 

Mar, 16. Sir William Thompson^ soli- 
citor-jj^eneral, before a committee of the 
commons, charged Nicholas Lechmere, 
esq., attorney-general, and one of his ma- 
jesty’s privy-council, with breach of his 
oath and duty, as a privy councillor, in 
that he acted as counsel, and received di- 
vers sums of money for his advice, in mat- 
ters to him referred by the privy council as 
attorney-general. 

22. Ulrica, queen of Sweden, sister of 
Charles XII., requested of the States per- 
mission to resign the exercise of the royal 
power to her coiisoit, the prince of Hesse; 
and on the 2ltli he was declared king ac- 
cordingly. 

23. Philip York, esq., made solicitor-ge- 
neral, in the roumof sir William Thompson. 

27. The czar of Muscovy loudly com- 
plained of king George, for making peace 
with Sweden and Denmark without his 
participation ; and his resident in London 
presented a memorial, full of complaints, 
to the same p'!rpo>e. 

Tnis month South-sea stock gradtiallv 
rose from 130 to alx ve 300, and advancetl 
to near 400; but, after some fluctuation, 
settled at about 330. 

Jpr. 7. Royal assent given to an act 
for enabling the South-sea company to in- 
crease their present capital stock, and for 
raising money, to be applied for lessening 
several of the public Uelits and incum- 
brances, aiul for calling in the present 
Exchequer - bills remaining uiicancelled. 
South-sea stock rose to 310. 

12. There was a subscrip tion at 300. 

16. Sir John Norris, with a sipiadron of 
twenty-three men-of-war, sailed from the 
Nore to the Baltic. 

23. The king and prince were recon- 
ciled through the endeavours of the duke 
of Devonshire an<l Walpole. 

28. A subscription of South-sea stock 
opened at 400. 

May 7. Sir Robert Raymomi appointed 
attorney-general, in the room of Nicholas 
Lechmere, esq, 

20. South-sea stock rose to SoO. 

June 2. South-sea stock at 890. 

The earl of Mar st at liberty by the re- 
gency of Geneva. 

II. A terrible ertrthquake a^ Pekin in 
China. Many houses were d«mo!‘shed, and 
above 1000 persons perished in the mins. 

Parliament prorogued, after his majesty 
had complimented them on the measures 
they had pasted for the payment of the 
national debt. 

Viscount Toimshend declared president 


of the council ; duke of Kingston, lonl* 
privy-seal ; duke of Grafton, lord-lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. Fifteen of the principal 
nobility and great oflicers of the crown ap- 
pointed to be lords-j list ices. 

A royal proclamation, declaring that all 
the new projects or bubbles then on foot, 
and which were above 100 in number, 
should be deemed common nuisances, and 
prosecuted as such; with the penalty of 
500/. for any broker to buy or sell any 
shares in them. 

15. The king embarked at Greenwich 
for Holland, where he arrived the next day. 
Upon his majesty’s going abroatl many of 
those that went with him withdrew their 
money out of the South-sea, which sunk 
the stock considerably ; but the directors, 
by promising prodigious dividends, and 
other indirect arts, afterwards raised it 
again, and even advanced it to 1000, and 
held it up almost all the month of Jidy to 
between 900 and 1000. 

Paul Methuen, esq. was made comptrol- 
ler of his majesty’s household ; Robert 
Walpole, esq., paymaster-geueial of his 
majesty’s forces ; ami colonel C'hurcliiil, 
governor of the royal hospital at (..'heist*. i. 

27. Lord Kinsale presented to the king 
by the duke of Grafttui ; he asseitetl tin* 
ancient right of his family, of being cover- 
etl in his majesty’s presence. 

Mississippi Crisis. — .\!a>ut the time tlio 
South-sea delusion was l>eing started in 
Kngiaml a great monetary scheme was (ui 
the point of explosion in France. It was 
counectetl with tlie Rt)\At. Bank, theorigm 
of which has been mentiom d tsee p. 353'. 
It was proposed to vest the privileges t)i' 
the hank, of ail the gre .t tratling compa- 
nies, the mint, und the recoiptof the king's 
revenue, in one great company, which, 
having in their hands all the trade, taxes, 
and revenues of the kingilom, might mul- 
tiply the notes of tlie hank indt tinitcly. 
The Mississipjii Company was one of tl e 
public compaiiies so consoliilated. Like 
the rest, it had a certain number of shares 
in the market, and capital stock, and oli- 
tained grants of land m L"uisiana, tr. in 
which enormous profits w»*re expectmi tv) 
be realised by planting and comnieice. 
Upon this ami other deloMive e.xpect •t!oii‘< 
an incredible mass of paper was issued. 
Unexamph‘d prosperity was apparently < i * 
fused throngti the country. Money was 
abundant ; agriculture, commerce, and iiri- 
nufactures flourished ; and the governmtnit 
was enabled to reduce the taxes. Mr. Law, 
the bank director, and accredited author of 
the national happiness, was adortMl as the 
PlutuM of France. His levees were crowd- 
ed with all ranks amWegrees, eager to ex- 
change their real for visionary wealth. 
Gradually, however, confidence began to 
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abate ; the more reflective began to suepect 
that there was no good foundation for the 
vast fabric of credit, and hastened to con- 
vert their paper into specie, which was either 
hoarded or sent abroad, until there was not 
enough left for the common purposes of cir- 
culation. To avert the danger which now 
threatened the whole system, royal edicts 
were issued, restricting payments in specie ; 
prohibiting the manufacture of plate with- 
out license ; and declaring that all rents and 
taxes should be paid in notes, the value of 
which was to remain unchangeable. These 
had a temporary effect, but it was beyond 
the power of despotism to preserve the pe- 
er from de{.reciaiion, now that suspicion 
ad been awakened. The ministry repre- 
sented to the regent that it was necessary 
to equalise the valuo of the paper curr« ncy 
and coin, either by raising the denomination 
of the coin, or lowering that of paper. The 
latter unprincipled expedient was adopted. 
By an edict of May ‘21st, 1720, a monthly 
reduction in the value of shares and nuicH 
was ordered. As a necessary consequence, 
the notes lost all credit, and Mr. Law*s 
banking system was destroyed. Some ot 
the original proprietors acquired immense 
fortunes at the expense of thousands mined. 
The public debt was got rid of by being 
rictiirioiisly paid in the depreciated shares 
and bank paper. 

St)i: i'H-SKA ScHKMK. — This was a pm- 
ject of sir John Blount, who had been 
hre<l a scrivener, and was possessed of 
all the cunning, boldness, and plausibi- 
lity requisite for such an undertaking. He 
coinimuiicHted bis plan to Mr. Aislabie, the 
chancellor of the exchequer. He answered 
ail his objections, and tbe project was 
adopted. The pretence for the scheme was 
to discharge the national debt by reducing 
all the futnls into one. .\n act passed, as 
alit fuiy mentioned, for this purpose. At 
first the South -sea stuck did not rise ac- 
cording to the expectation of the projector. 
To n inedy this, Blount caused a re|M)rt to 
he ciicidated that Gibraltar and Port Ma- 
hon would 1)0 exchanged for some places 
in IVru; by which means the English 
trade to the South-sea would be protecteil 
ainl enlargiul. This rumour, difllised by 
his emissaries, acted like a contagion, la 
five <biy8 the directors o^>ened their tiooks 
fur a 8ubscri])tion of oiio million, at the 
Mite of three hundred ^Hiimds for every 
hiimlreil ]>ounds capital. Persons of all 
tanks crowded to the house in such a man- 
ner, that the first subscription exceeded two 
nhllions of original stock. In a few dovi 
Ine stock rose prodigiously, and the sub- 
scriptions were sold for double the price of 
the first payment. Without detailing the 
various scandalous artifices to enhance the 
price of stock and decoy the unwary, it is 


only necessary to observe that, by the pro- 
mistf of enormous dividends and other in 
famous arts, the stock was raised to ona 
thousand, and the whole nation infetlcd 
with the spirit of stock-jobbing to an as- 
tonishing degree. All distinctions of party, 
religion, sex, character, and circumstancis, 
were swallowed up iu this universal concern, 
or in some such pecuniary project, Kx- 
change alley was tilled with a strange con- 
course of stateMneri and clergymen, church- 
men and di.sseuters, whigs and tories, 
physicians, lawyers, tradesmen, ainl a mul- 
titude of women of all ranks and degrees. 
Ail other professions and employments were 
utterly neglected, and the people’s attention 
engrossed by this and other chimerical 
schemes, which were known by the deno- 
mination of hubbies. New companies start- 
ed up every day under the countenance of 
the prince and nolhlity. The prince of 
Wales was constituted governor of the 
Welsh copper company ; the duke of ( haii- 
dos appeared at the head of the York- 
hiiildiugs ; the duke of Bridpewater formed 
a third for building houses in Loudon and 
Westminster. The whole nation became 
stock-jobbers; persons of ail ranks and pro- 
fessions, of both sexes, being wholly em- 
ployed in attending to some bubble or other. 

Juhj 12, An onler of council for dismiss- 
ing about seventeen petitions for patents 
to raise joint stocks for various purposes. 
The capital proposed to lie raised to carry 
out the ilifl’ereiit bubbles now afloat amount- 
ed to three hundreil millions. 

Aufj. 1. A 8hi[‘ that came from Sidon 
to Marseilles in Trance brought the plague 
into that city. 

6. The leanuul Madame Dacier. the ce- 
lebrated critic and translator from Greek 
and Latin authors, died at Palis, in the 
()8th \var of her age. 

8. The iraia ria lists maile a cession of 
the kingdom of Sardinia to the late king 
of Sicily. 

15. The lords justices gave ord.ers to 
the attorney-general to bring writs of sci;r 
fitvioK against the charters or patents of the 
York-huildmgs company, the Lmstringcom- 
j pany, Kiiglish copper, and the Welsh cop- 
per and lead company : and also against 
any other charters or pattmls, where the 
patentees bad exceeded the powers granted 
them. 

17. South-sea stock fell to 830, incliul- 
ing the miilsuminer dividtuid ; Imf the <Ii- 
rectors buying the same day a con>idi*ral)i<? 
quantity of stock, it rose to SSO. J/owever, 
the disposition to sell continuing the two 
following ilavs. tin* stiick Itll again to 
about 820 , at 'which price the transfer books 
were opened on tbe 22nd. 

24. The directors came to a .sudden le- 
•olution to shut the transfer books ; and 
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the next day^ to open other books for taking 
in a money-subscription of 1,000,000/. t 
the capital stock, at the rate of 1000/. for 
every 100/. capital stock ; accordingly the 
books being opened, the intended sum was 
subscribed in less than three hours. 

25. A proclamation requiring all shij)s 
coming from the Mediterranean to perform 
quarantine. 

26. The transfer books were opened 
again ; but South-sea stock, instead of ad- 
vancing, being fallen under 800, the direct- 
ors thought tit to lend their proprietors 
4000/. upon every 1000/. stock for six 
months, at four per cent. But the annui- 
tants being uneasy and clamorous, the di- 
rectors came to a resolution, that thirty per 
cent, in money should be in the half year's 
dividend due at Christmas next ; and from 
thence for twelve years not less than fifty 
per cent, in money should be tlic yearly 
dividend on their stock. Though this re- 
solution raised the stock to about 800/. for 
the opening of the books, yet it soon sunk 
again. 

Sept. A rumour that the Spaniards were 
assembling tiovips in the vicinity of Gibral- 
tar alarmed the stock-jobbers. 

8. South-sea stock fell to 040 ; the next 
day to 550 ; and, by the lOth instant, it 
dropt to 400. 

The number of those who had died of 
the jdague at Marseilles was computed, at 
this time, to amount to eighteen thousai.d. 

23. The bank of Kngland agreed with 
the South-sea company to circulate their 
bonds, &c., and to take their stock at 400 
per cent., in lieu of 3,775,000/. the South- 
sea company was to pay them. When the 
books were opened at the bank fur taking 
in a subscription for supporting the public 
credit, the concourse of people wa.s at first 
so great, that it was judged the whole sub- 
scription, which was iuteuded for 3,000,000/., 
would have been filled that day. Hut the 
fall of the South-sea stock, and the dis- 
credit of that company’s bonds, occasioned 
a mil upon the mo.st eminent gi/ldsmiths 
and bankers, some of whom having lent out 
great sums upon South->ea stock, and other 
public securities, were obliged to shut up 
their shops. The sword-blade comjMuy 
also, who had been b it iierfo the chief cu.sh- 
keepers of the Sonth-»ea company, being 
almost drained of their ready money, wen* 
forced to stop payroe t. All t'nis occasioned 
a great run upon the b»nk. 

.30. South-sea '^tock fell to 150. 

Oct. 6. The lords commissiuuer.s of the 
treasury came to the bank of Kngland. and 
subscribed in his majesty’s name, and on 
his behalf, the sum of 100,000/. towards 
supporting the public credit. 

25. Robert Lowther, esq., late governor 
of BarbAdoes, taken into custody by order 


of the privy-council, for his tyrannical and 
corrupt administration in that island. The 
lords of the admiralty complained, the go- 
vernor had imprisoned two captains of men- 
of-war, who were going in pursuit of the 
pirates : that he had taken away their com- 
mission from Mr. Hall, who was appointed 
judge of the admiralty there by their lord 
ships; that he had proceeded tyrannically 
against the missionaries for the propagation 
of the gospel. His case appeared so Idack 
that the attorney-general, one of his couii 
sel, refusid to plead for him. However, he 
was admitted to bail by lord chief justice 
Pratt. 

Nov. 10. King George landed at Mar- 
gate. and the next day came to St. James's, 

15. Two proclamations, one for Kiig- 
land, and the other for Scotland, for a fast, 
on account of the plague in France. 

19. The University of Cambridge pre- 
sented an address to his majesty, on his 
giving them 2000/. towards building a 
ibrary. 

Dev. 8. Parliament being assembled, 
he king congratulated them on the favour- 
able a>pect of alTairs abroad, but lamented 
he shock given to public credit at homo, 
i^ommerce, he said, had extended ; and be 
had the most fli uiishing navy of any na- 
ion to jTotect it. 

12. The commons ordered that the di- 
rectors of the South-sea comj)any should 
“ Tthwith prodi CO an account of all their 
proceedings. 

17. Resolved, that 10,000 men be al- 
.)wed for the service of the year 1721, and 
14,294 men for guaids and garrisons ui 
Great Britain, Guernsey, and Jersey. 

21. Mr. Robert Walpole, now pa\ master 
of the forces, laid before the corumoiis a 
scheme to restore public credit, by iu^rafl- 
2 ig nine millinns of .South-.‘'ea stock into 
he bank of Kngland, and the like into the 
Kast Inilia company : ami a committee wus 
appointed to receive projiosals from il«e 
bank, the South-sea company, and the Ka.^t 
India company. 

24. The SoutVi-sea romjmny laid seve- 
ral bo' ks and papers before the eomiimus. 
Mr. Sbippen moved that the directuis 
might lay before the house the induce- 
ments on which they took in the third ai:<l 
'ourlh money subscriptions at 1000 per 
cent. ; also the scheme or ealculiitioii upon 
which they grounded the resolutions of 
making a dividend of thirty per cent, at 
Christmas, and of not less than lift) per 
cent, per annum for twelve years after. An 
order was made accordingly. 

1721. Jan. h. A committee of secrecy, 
thirteen in niimlier, chosen by ballot, op- 
pointed to examine The books and pi»p<‘»^ 
of the South-sea company. Also a bill >u- 
troduced by sir Joseph Jekyll to n str.i.o 
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the deputy-governor, directors, cashier^ and 
other officers from leaving the kingdom, 
and for discovering their estates and pre- 
venting the alienation of the same. The 
directors petitioned, in vain, to be heard by 
their counsel against the bill, which receiv- 
ed the royal assent on the 25th instant. 
Lord Hinchinhroke moved, that the direc- 
tors, &c., might be forthwith taken into cus- 
tody, to prevent the escape of the most 
criminal, pending proceedings. 

11. The king gave orders, that such of 
the directors of the South-sea company as 
were in any employment under the crown, 
should be forthwith discharged his service. 

1 2. The sub-governor, deputy-governor, 
and about twenty-four of the directors, and 
Mr. Robert Knight their cashier, were ex- 
amined by the house of lords ; after which, 
their lordships resolved, that they had pre- 
varicated, in giving false representations of 
several matters of tact ; that, by lending 
money on stock and subscriptions, they 
were guilty of a notorious breach of trust; 
aii<l that they ought to make good the 
losses the company had sustained by their 
fraudulent management. 

14. The secret committee of the com- 
mons repaired to the JSouth-sea lunise, took 
))i)S'«essiuu of it, and of all the hoicks be- 
longing to the several offices. 

22. Mr. Kniglit, cashier of the Soutli- 
sea company, absconded, and the next day 
embarked on hoard a vessel in the river 
that carried him to Calais. 

2.1. A proclamation, offering a reward 
of 200t)/. lor securing and apprehending 
Roliert Knight, cashier of the South-sea 

company* 

Sir 'fheodore Janssen and Mr. Sawhridge, 
two of the members, coming into the htiuse 
of commons, were voted guilty of a iioturi- 
oils breach of trust, as directors of the 
S uth-sea company, expelled the house, 
and taken into custody ; with sir Robert 
( baplin and Francis Kyles, two other di- 
re* torn, and members of parliament. 

I'iie lords examined 3Ir. Joye, deputy- 
goveinor of the company, who made a very 
frank confession, and communicated Mr. 
Knight s letter to Surman. After which 
Mr ^Villiam ( hapman, Mr. Holditch, Mr. 
li.nves, Mr. (ribbon, and Mr. ( lieNter. all 
jate directors, were orilereil to be sciumI j 
With their papers. 

Two days after, sir Ilarcourt Masters, 
and Mr. Astell, were examined by the lords, 
ao'l discovered, that large sums in the 
Sinitli-sea stock had been given to several 
peisons, both in the a«lministratiun, and in 
the house of commons, for procuring the 
passing of the South-sea act, whkli occa- 
sioned some vipoious reMolutiuns. 

dohn Aislabie, es«p resigned the seals of 
chancellor of his majesty's exchc(|uer. 


24, The lords ordered several of the di- 
rectors to be taken into custody of the black 
rod, and tho commons several others to be 
taken into the custody of the serjeant-at- 
arms. 

25. The czar of Muscovy sent a decla- 
ration to the English factory at Petersburg, 
representing in what an unjust manner his 
residetit was sent away from the court of 
England, for which he might have made 
reprisals ; hut, as he perceived this was 
done without any regard to the interest of 
England, and only in favour oT the Hano- 
verian interest, he was unwilling that the 
English nation, which had no share in that 
piece of injustice, should suffer by it ; there- 
fore he granted them all manner of security, 
and full liberty to trade in his dominions. 

Feb, 2, The lords resolved, that the 
South-sea directors declaring .30 per cent, 
dividend for the half-year ending at Christ- 
inas, and 50 percent, per annum for twelve 
years after, was a villanoiis artifice to delude 
and defraud his majesty’s good subjects. 

3. Mr. Knight was stopped by an order 
of the marquis de Prie, at Tirlemont, and 
committed prisoner to the castle of Antwerp. 

4. Sir John Blount, the chief projector 
of the South-sea scheme, refused to be 
examined by the lords. This drew some 
severe reflections on ministers Irorn the 
duke of Wharton. Earl Stanhope, in 
attempting to reply, hurst a blood-vessel, 
and died next day. 

8. Lord viscount Townshe..d made .se- 
cretary of state, in the room of Stanhope. 

9. Addresses from both lumse.s to the 
king that he would procure the surrender 
of Mr. Knight, with his papers and etiects. 

13. Nathaniel Mist, the printer, being 
convicted of printing, in his “ fVeckiy 
Journo/^'*' some reflections on his majesty 
for his interposing in behalf of the pro- 
testanls of the Palatinate, was adjudged to 
stand twice in the pillory, to pay a tine of 
r>0/., sutfer three months’ im]irisonment in 
the King’s-hench, and to give security for 
his good behaviour for seven years. 

lb. The committee of secrecy made tbeir 
report, in which it appeartnl that the fol- 
lowing amounts of stock, at 150 to ISO, 
were taken for the 

i*. 

Karl ofSur.derlamI prime minister !y0,000 
Duchess of Kendal • • 10. (Mb) 

(^•ountess of Platen . . 10,000 

Two nieces of the duchess of Ken- 
dal .... Hl.l^OO 
Mr. Craggs, sen. (jiostmnster-ge- 

neral) . . • HO.OrlO 

Cdiatles Stanlmpe, esq. . . 

Swoxd-hlade company . ,20,0( 0 

It also appeared that Afr. Aislabie, late 
chancelloi of the exchequer, had great 
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quantities of South-sea stock given him ; 
and a great deal of South- sea stock liad 
been taken in for members of both houses 
of parliament. 

27. Lord Coningsby committed to the 
Tower by the house of peers^ for reflecting 
on the lord-chancellor. 

This month the marquis de Lede re-em 
barked with the Spanish troopsi and re- 
turned to Spain, not liaving been able to 
drive the Moors from betbre Ceuta, not- 
withstanding accounts had been received 
of his repeated victories. 

Mar, 4. John Carteret appointed secre- 
tary of state in the room of James Craggs, 
esq., who had died of the small-pox. 

5. A proclamation, coinmamling all 
apothecaries to follow the dispensatory 
lately conijiiled by tlie collegeof physicians, 
London. 

6. Mr. Joseph Hall convicted of publish- 
ing a blasphemous pamplilet, intitled, 
*'• A Sober Reply to Mr Iligg’s Merry 
Argument of the Tritheistical iJoctriue of 
the Trinity.*’ 

8. Pope Clement XI. died, aged 72, 
having reigned above twenty year.**. 

The commons look into their consideration 
that part of the report t)f the secret com- 
mittee which related to Mr. Aislabie ; and 
he was heard in his defence. But it being 
plamly proved that he had cuu.sed a hook 
of accounts between hiui and Mr. Hawes 
to be bnrat, and given him a discharge for 
the balance, amounting 842,000/., it was 
vinanimuu<)ly resolved, that the said John 
Aislabie had promoted the de.structive exe- 
cution of the .South-sea scheme, with a 
view to hi?* own exorbitant profit; and 
that he be expelUd the house, and cotn- 
niitted to the Tower. The commons came 
to the same resolution in relation to sir 
George Caswall, sheriif of London, and a 
ineralH^r. 

A motion was made, that it appeared to 
the house that 50,000/. of the capital 
stock of the South-sea company w.is taken 
in, by Robert Knight, for the use of ( hurle.s 
earl of Sunderland ; upon wliich a warm 
debate arose, but by the influence of Wal- 
pole the motion was negatived by 233 to 
172. Notwithstanding this vote, Sunder- 
land resigned his office, .nd died about a 
year afterwards. 

^pri/ 2, Robert Waljiole, enj. ajipoint- 
ed first lord i/f the tu ' ^nry and chauceilor 
of the exchequer. B) 'hese appointments 
Mr. Walpole was again at the h« ad of the 
administration, and so continued for mure 
than twenty tears; being the longest 
period any prime minister has remaine*) in 
power in this country since the reign of 
Klizabeth. Ills reputation for abi'.tiy stood 
higher than ever; tmt his character for in- 
tegrity had auflered by hia uppuaitiuu to 


the Spanish war, and his factious vole 
against the whigs on the schism bill. 

Mr. Craggs, sen. having died about a 
month after his son, he was succeeded by Mr. 
Carteret and Mr.G- Walpole as joint post- 
inusters-general. The rejiort of the Secret 
Committee had deeply implicated both 
the Craggs in the South-sea affair. It is 
Mr. Craggs, jun. whom Pope has lauded 
in an epitaph inscribed ou his tomb, in 
Westininster-ubbey, beginning 

Statesman, yet friend to truth! of soul 
sincere, 

In action faithful, and in honour clear ! 

Who broke no promise, served no private 
end,” &c. 

13. Sir John Norris, with a squadron of 
men-of-war under his command, sailed to 
the Baltic. 

17. SubTii-sKA Foufeituuks. — .\ n esti 
mate of the value of the estates of the late 
South-sea directors was delivered, upon 
oath, to the house of coinmon.H. It aniunnt- 
ed to 2,014,000/., of which 334,000/. was 
eturned to them, in sum^ proportioned to 
he conduct and ciicumstances of each. 
Tindal (Coiitiu. of Ripin, xix., 413) gives 
he following inventory of the estates and 
ullowanceM of some of the directors ;ind 
servants of the company : 

Inven* AUou'- 

tories, ances. 

Sir John Fellowes, sub- £. £. 

governor . . 243,006 10,000 

?Sir John Blount . 183,340 1,000 

Mr. Chester. . 140,372 10.000 

Mr. Child . . 52,187 10.000 

Mr. Kyles . . 34, .120 20,000 

Mr. Gibbon . . 106, .543 10,000 

, Mr. Hawes . . 40,031 31,687 

' Sir Theodore JausstMi 218,234 50,000 

.Sir John Lambert . 72,50.8 5,000 

Mr. Read . . 117,207 10,000 

Mr. Sawbridge • 77,2.54 5,U00 

Mr. .Surman, deputy- 

cashier . . 121,321 5,000 

Mr. Grig** by . . 31,687 2,000 

.Sir Lambert Blackwei’i 83,520 10,000 

S'une additions were afterwards ma*le t * 
these allowances. Sir John Blount bad 
5000/., instead of 1000/.; sir Lambert 
Blackweil, 1.5,000/., instead of 10,000/. ; 
;:jd Mr. Jiawes, 5000/., iinstead of 31,687/. 
A motion was made fo reduce sir Theodore 
Jaiis-seu’s allowance to 30,000/., but it was 
rejected. Iilr. Aislahie’s affair occasioned 
debates pro(K)rtionate to his groat riches 
and the niultitude of his friends. He was 
allowed ail the estate he posiK'saed on the 
20ih of October, 1718. His country-house, 
gardenM, and park, wiili his wife’s jewels 
and household giioda, were also excepted 
from the forfeiture. 
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Apr* 28. Immorai. Ci.ubs. — A n order of 
council for the suj)pressioii of blasphemous 
clubs. “ During,’* says Smollett, ‘‘the in- 
fatuation produced by the infamous South- 
sea bubble, luxury, vice, and profligacy 
increased to a shocking degree of extrava- 
gance. The adventurers, intoxicated by 
their imaginary wealth, pampered them- 
selves with the rarest dainties, and the 
most expensive wines that could be im- 
ported. They purchased the most sum])- 
tuous furniture, equipage, and apparel, 
though without taste or discernment- They 
indulged their criminal passions to the most 
scamliilous excess ; their discourse was the 
language of pride, insolence, and the most 
ridiculous ostentation.” Several societies 
were ibrmed, of an atrocious description, 
fur tho encouragement of profaneuess and 
tlcbauchery. Among others, was one called 
the Hcii- Fire C7//i, which excited a great 
noise. The rites of the initiated were said 
to resemble the practices of the Mohawks, 
and were of an abominable description. 
Several persons of quality, particularly the 
duke of Wharton, who inherited the wit 
and profligacy <>f his ancestor, were sup- 
p(jse(l to be members of this club. A 
bill was brought iut») the house of peers 
to sv.ppress bla8\»heuiy and profaneuess ; 
but one lord apprehended that it would 
promote persecutmn ; aiiolhcr, that it was 
lepuguant to Scripture ; others desireil to 
be at liberty to speak and act as they 
saw flt. The bill was dro)iped. It was on 
tills occasion the earl of Peterborough de- 
clared, that tl.ough he was flir a parlia- 
mentary king, lui was against having a 
parliamentary religion imposed upon him ; 
and that the duke of Wharton pulled an 
old family IJible out of his pocket, tu con- 
trovert some of the doctrines of the 
bishojis. 

Mdtj 1. The commons resolved, that it 
appeared to th it house that James Cragg.s, 
esq., late post master-general, was a notori- 
oi:v accoTiiplice and confederate with Hubert 
Ki ight. and some of fiio directors of the 
South-sea conquiny, in carrying on their 
scandalous pr.ictices ; and that all the es- 
tates of the said James Craggs, over and 
above what he was posseS'>ed of December 
1, 1719, be upjdied towanbs the relief of 
the unhappy sutrerers in the .South-sea 
cotnpany. for deterring piTsoiis from coin- 
niilting the like wicked practices in future. 

7. His majesty caused lobe published 
dirccruvuH to the bishops for tho preserving 
<d unity in the church and the purity of the 
^ hn>tian faith, particularly in the doctrine 
^1 the Holy Trinity. 

b. Cardinal (amti was chosen pope, and 
Upon him the name of lunvicent XUl. 

1ft. Sir Richard Steele restored to the 
olhee of comptroller of the theatre. 

‘ift. The “ /HreA/y JountiU" a no- 


torious Jacobite newspaper, having given 
an account of the restoration, and at- 
tempted to draw a parallel between the 
late times of rebellion and the present, the 
commons unanimously resolved, that the 
paper, intitled, “ Tke Weekly Journal, or, 
Saiurday'i Potty'* &c., for Saturday, May 
27, 1721, was a false, malicious, and scan- 
dalous libel. Mist, the publisher, was 
committed to Newgate. The rejieated 
interferences of the commons with Mist’s 
publication when its strictures did not con- 
cern their own privileget, has been noted 
l)y Mr. Hallam (Const. Hist., iii. 371) as 
an extraordinary assumption of parliament- 
ary power. 

June 7. Royal assent given to an act for 
regulating the journeymen tailors within 
the weekly bills of mortality. 

16. The king, in a message to the com- 
mons, informs them that he had ordered 
two ships, suspected to be infected with 
the plague, to be burnt ; and desired they 
would make provision for satisfying tho 
owners. 

25. Lord Carleton was made lonl-presi- 
lent of the council, in the room of viscount 
Townshend. 

July 1 1. The civil-list being in arrear to 
the amount of 550,000/., the king was per- 
mitted to raise money, on tlie credit of the 
civil-list allowance, t'urdi-icharging thedebt, 
for which a provision was made by a de- 
duction in salarie.-! and pensions, A sub- 
sidy to Sweden, to the amount of 72.000/., 
caused a warm debate. Lord Molesworth 
said, by our late conduct we had becouie the 
allies of all the world, and the bubbles of 
uJ] our allies. 

31. Several hundreds of the proprietors 
of the short anuuiiies, and other ledeem- 
able public debts, of both sexes, came to 
the door of the house of cummous, and 
dcmaiuled justice of the memU*rs, as they 
went into the house, in a tumultuous in,iu- 
ner. Some of them tore oli‘ j-ari I'f tlie 
comptroller's coat as he passed by. Tne 
bouse ordered the justices of the jieace 
arul cuiihtabUs of Westminster to altend 
Tor Ibeir protection. The justict s having 
ordered the riot act to be read, the poti- 
tiouers dispersed ; but upon going otf’ 
they told the members tiiat they first juckeiJ 
their pockets, aixl then would send iheiii to 
gaol for coinplainiiig. 

At/y. 10, Parliament having pasMiI mea- 
sures for restoring public credit .md atlord- 
ing some reliei to the South-sea sutlerers, 
WH.s prorogued. 

SuAi.i.-i'ox Inoci'i.ation. — III the be- 
ginning of this iiiontli the experiment ;>t 
inoculating, or as it was tii.'-t called, ‘ en- 
graiting’* for the fv\eA u^ow 

seven condemned criminal with success. 
It was lutruduceil Iruin ('eiisiautiuople by 
tho celebrated lady Mary Woriley Monta- 
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gu, who, as it appears from her " Letters,” 
had her own son inoculated in that capi- 
tal, March 23, 1718. 

12. A treaty of peace was concluded be- 
tween Knj^land and the Moors. 

About this time the congress atCainhray 
was opened, but proved altogether fruitless. 
*■ S^t, 1. A peace between Russia and 
Sweden was signed at Niestadt. The czar 
refused the mediation of Great Britain, 
there being a personal enmity between him 
and king George. 

3. A gein?ral court of the South-sea 
company was held, in which the sub- 
governor enlarged upon the advantages 
that might be gained by the Assiento con- 
tnet, to which end the directors were fit- 
ting out a ship, whose cargo, ainuuuting to 
280,000/., was provided, and acquainted 
them with the intention of carrying on a 
trade hitherto not merldlcd with by the 
comjiany, the Greenland trade, so bene- 
ficial to Holland and Hamburgh. 

15. Matthew Prior, the distinguished 
poet, died at the seat of the earl of Uicford, 
aged 58. He was secretary to the congress 
held at the Hague in 1090, secretary to 
tlie embassy at ihe treaty of Hyswick, and 
secivt.vry to two other embassies in France. 
Afterwards he was made secretary of state 
in Ireland, and was one of the plenipoten- 
tiaries at the treaty of Utrecht. Prior 
made his way in public life by his wit, ajv 
titude, and companionable qualities, rather 
than by high moral or political endow- 
ments. He share<l in the reverses of his 
tory friends ; hut was rich enough to leave 
,500/. for a inonuineiit, under which he was 
interred in Westminster-ahhey. 

Oct. 18. Mr. Knight, cashier to the 
South-sea company, made his escape out 
of the castle of Antwerp, carrying with him 
the serjeaut who was appointed to guard 
him. 

*20. Sir J«»hn Norris arrived at the Nore 
with his sfiuadron, from the Baltic, I ring- 
iug over with him Mr. Law, the contriver of 
the Missisisippi scheme. 

22. The czar of MuscoV) took the title 
of emjrcror of all the Russian. 

23. A proclaniatuui fur a general fast, 
for averting the judgments of Heaven, to 
perpetuate the protestani religion, and the 
safety and prosperity of the kingdom. 

27. The commons toted 7000 seamen 
for the service of the « ar 1/22. 

31. The commons .oted 14,294 effective 
men fur guards and garnsons Ibr the vear 
1722. 

AW. 10, Lord Belhavcn cast away, with 
all his ship’s crew and passengers, except 
two sailors and a buy, near the Lizard 
Point, as he was going to his government 
of Barbadues, in the Hoyal ^tnne galley. 

28. Mr. Law, the projector, pleaded 
his majesty’s pardon at the Kiiig’s-bench 


bar, for killing Edward Wilson, esq. in a 
duel, in the year 1694. 

Dec. 4. The captives redeemed from 
Morocco, to the number of about 300 men, 
marched through the city of London to St. 
Paul’s cathedral, to return thanks to God 
for their deliverance. They afterwards pro- 
ceeded to St. James’s, to return his ma- 
jesty thanks, who was pleased to order 
them a further bounty of 500/. They next 
presented themselves before the prince, at 
Leicester-house, and his royal highness or- 
dered ‘250/. to be distributed amongst them. 

13. The qitukers petitioned the cominoiis 
that the words, “ In the prei^ence of A/mtghty 
&c., might be omitted in their so- 
lemn affirmation. A bill was brought in 
accordingly, and passed into an act. 

1722. Jan. 6. An advertisement in the 
‘‘ Gazette,” reciting, That on the Ist in- 
stant, between ten and eleven ut night, 
Kdward (Vispe, esq., of Bury St. Kdmuuds, 
was as.SHulted in the churchyard there, unO 
knocked down by persons unknown, and 
Jragged to a dunghill, where he was most 
barbarously cut and mangled. A pardon, 
and 200/. reward, were offered to any one 
that should discover the perpetrators of 
the outrage. 

10. Arundel Coke, barrister nt-law, ami 
brother'in-law to the above-mentioned Kd- 
ward (/'rispe, esq., with one Woodbuine, a 
labourer, whom l>oke had hired tvj murder 
Crispe, were committed to Bury gaol for 
the same. They were tried at the ensuing 
assizes, convicted, and executed March 
the 3 1st. 

11, 12. Great debates in the lords con- 
cerning the French being permitted to 
build men-of-war in the ports t»f (yicat Bri- 
tain. 'J'he court lords were fi»r it. alleging 
that tliey would build them tdse where, if 
they <lid not here, and the English might 
as W'ell take their money. Karl Cowper, 
lords North and (irey, Ac., ofrposed it as a 
most tlangorous prac tice, it adiliog strengili 
to a naval force of so fovmiduhle a neigli- 
hour, and occasioning a great expense of 
ship-timber, W'hich was much wanted in 
Knglanfl. It being <|ueHtioned if this prac- 
tice were lawful, the twelve judg-es (ail c x- 
cept haron Mtmlngii) gave their opini'ai 
that it was ; whereupon lord Cowper moved 
to bring in a bill to prevent foreigners 
building men-of-war here. 

13. An unsuccessful attempt made in 
the lords to prevent the continuance of tlie 
practice of keeping in pay the king'.s ships 
that came humd during the winter. 

1.'). A motion made in the commons to 
refietil so much of the quarantine act as 
gives the government power to remove to 
a .ship or i>est-hous««>aiiy iwrson infected 
with the plague, or healthy persons out of 
an infecteil family, from their habitations ; 
also as gives power for the drawing of hues 
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roiind any city, town, or place infected; it 
carried in the affirmative, 115 to 40. 

17. The London clergy petitioned the 
peers against the Quakers* bill ; and it was 
rejected by 60 to 24. Among the last was 
tlie archbishop of York ; who with nine- 
teen other lords, entered their protests, 
with reasons. 

Eleanora, duchess-dowager of Zell, mo<- 
ther to his majesty’s consort, aged 84, died 
ut Zell. 

Ftb. 3. The lord chancellor not coming 
to the house of peers till their lordships had 
waited above two hours fur him, it was 
moved to choose a speaker pro interim ; but 
the lord chancellor coming in, and excusing 
his stay, for that he had been attending 
ilui cabinet-council, prevented the choice, 
'i'hen it was moved, that, in order to show 
their resentment, the hoU'O should adjourn 
to Monday ; l>ut it was carried in the nega- 
tive, to 31 . Whereupon 24 peers en- 
tered their protests, with reasons, 

7. An engrossed bill, for better securing 
the freedom of elections, passed the com- 
mons, and was sent up to the lords, who re- 
jected it the 13th ; which occasioned a 
protest, with reasons : but the peers order- 
ed the said protest to be expunged. 

Mahamoud, a Persian nobleman, on the 
confines of Usbeck Tartainr, usurped the 
throne of Persia, surprised the capital city 
of Ispahan, and deposed the sojthi Shaw 
Sultan Hussein, bis sovereign. The Turks 
letlnced the frontier towns and provinces 
in Persia. 

27. It was moved and carried in the 
lords, that such peers an should enter their 
protests, with reasons, should do the same 
before two o’clock the next sitting day, and 
sign them before the lioiise rises. 

Murt'U 7. Tlie supplies being granted 
and the business of the session finished, 
p irliameut was prorogued. 

A list was jiu’olislied about this lime, of 
sixty peers. create<l, advanced, or called up 
to the house in this reign. 

10. Parliatueul dissolved by proclama- 
tion. It bad sat tbe full term which the 
Se])tennidl Act, which had passed, allowed. 
Its dissolution wa.s celebrated by Itonfires, 
ilinminations, ringing of ladls, and other 
demonstrations of joy, in tlm metropolis. 

A pamplrlet was published about this 
time, called The Freeholder^ who declares, 
be will not give his vote for any one, who 
Will nut promise to re-establish triennial 
parliaments, and make a strict inquiry into 
the application of tbe public muuay, par- 
ticularly 250,000/. given to end the war in 
the north ; the deficiency of 800,000/. in 
the civil list, since supplied by parliament ; 
the reasons why the debt of the army, first 
Estimated q( 400,000/., had swelled to abovi 
two millious, where 1,200,000/. was certi 


(led to belong to foreigners ; and who shall 
aot strictly inquire into the advantag. s ac- 
cruing to Great Britain by the Baltic and 
Mediterranean squadrons, whereby the ex- 
penses of the fleet were increased more than 
■hree millious'sterlingabove what was neces- 
sary in time of peace. 

19. Dr. Willis, bishop of Sarum, laid the 
first stone in the foundation of the parish 
church of St. Martin’s in the fields ; ami 
presented the workmen with a hundred 
guineas from his majesty. 

A pamphlet appeared, styled, 7he Inst 
H'ill and Testament of an o!d deceased Pur 
\ament ; being a recapitulation of must of 
Lheir extraordinary votes and restilves the 
last session. 

April 6. A reward of 500/. for apprehend 
ing Mr. Weston, formerly clerk of Gray’s- 
Inn chapel, for publishing a treasonable 
libel, intitled, The Second Part of the Ad^ 
vantages accruing by the Hanover Succession, 

17. Princesses Amelia and Carolina, 
daughters of the prince of Wales, inocu- 
*ated for the small-pox, and both recovered. 
De.vtii of SLNDERt.AKD. — III th.s month 
:lied the earl of Sunderland, leaving be- 
hind him considerable popular odium, on 
account of his supposed connexions with 
the South Sea directors. He was a minister 
f abilities, but violent and headstrong, 
liis character had much resemblance to 
that of his father— bold, restless, insidious, 
ambitious, excelling in all tbe arts of courtly 
address, and distinguished by great extent 
of political knowledge and sagacity, but 
lacked moral and political rectitude. He 
married the eldest daughter of the duke of 
Marlborough, who soon followed him to 
the grave. 

Mag. His majesty received full informa- 
tion of a conspiracy formed against him ; 
the first notice of which came lium the 
luke of Orle.iws, regent of France. A 
camp was immediately markeilunt in 11} de- 
p.irk. to which the guards marched the 
next day. Drders were issuetl to all mili- 
tary officers to repair to their respective 
commands, (leneral Macartney was dis- 
patched to Ireland, to bring over some 
troops into the west of England. Messen- 
gers were sent to Scotland to secure some 
su''|H 5 Cted persons ; and the states of Hol- 
land were desired to keep in readiness the 
guarantee-troops, in order to be sent into 
England in case of need. 

8. V^iscoiint Townshend apprizes the 
lord- mayor of the plot. 

9. .\ddresves presented fiom the. city 
and other parts, expressive of uiinbakeij' at- 
tachment to the government. 

A proclamation for putting tlie laws m 
execution against papists ami non-jurors , 
and for commanding all papi.^ts to depart 
from tho cities of Loudon and \V ♦'stminsteri 
2 B 
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and for confining papists to their habi- 
tations. 

A petition from some eminent merchants 
of the city of London was presented to one 
of the secretaries of state, wherein they si t 
forth that, confiding in the law of nations, 
they' remitted to Paris and other places in 
France, merchandise and specie to the va- 
lue of i, 400,000/. sterling: but that when 
they were disposed to call in their effects, 
they were paid in state papers, which wore 
sunk to nothing: therefore, they iminbly 
pray'ed his majesty' 's roj’al protection to 
procure them a reimbursement from the 
crown of France. The state-papers were 
tfje deprcciatLMl paper money issued by' 
Law, in concert with the regent Orleans, 
in execution of the fiauduleal Mississippi 
scheme, got up to cheat the public crt diturs 
and the nation ; and which the I'niicb ap- 
pear to have been trying to pass off on the 
British merchants. 

June 11. 1 Jib majesty having reviewed 

the toot-guards encamped in llyde-park, 
was magnificently’ entertained by eari (hi- 
dogan, general oi the foot, w'ith the piince 
and a great number of the nobility, in a 
pavilion that prince Fiigene foruuMly took 
Irum the grand vizier. 

IG. Dkvth ov M Aui.ijouni r.ii. - About 
four o'clock, died at \Vindsoi*io<ige, agetl 
r.l, John Cburcbiil, duke of M ulbuionglu 
captain general of ) is majesty's forces. 
lUiister-genoral of the ordnance, and colonel 
.'f the fiist regiment of toot-guards. The 
duke was the most distinguished public 
character of his age, uniting in a high de- 
gree all the qualities wliich form a courtier, 
soldier, and statesman. His person wa.s 
L'lnineotiy graceful ; his dispo.sifion mild, 
his dep Ttment alfalde, and the general te- 
nor of his private ami social life regular, and 
unblemished. He was ambitious, htit free 
from haughtiness uud ostentation. As a 
soldier cool, vigilant, and indefatigable: 
oil the day of battle, be gave his oidcrs 
with clearness ami comjiosedness ; leading 
on his tio.>p8 witliout perturbation, and ral- 
lying those who were disoideicti without 
abusive reproofs. He was an able md siic- 
ce^sful negotiator, and managed a vaiiety ! 
of civil business, either singly or in con- | 
cert, with great ea.-;e despatch, and clever- 
ness. In council he was never dictatorial, 
but could bear contradic tion witlu ’it anger ^ 
and by co(»l argum Mafioii bring ofher.s 
over to his own opinion. Hi*, quick parta 
letentive memory, a«ul solid j i.lg men'. , the 
result of much experience, suppaed tl.e <le- 
fects of education ; for it i.> a singular fact 
tuat Marlborough was extremely illiteiate. 
Avarice has been imputed to him. and to 
indulge this ignoble propensity he was 
guilty of many acts of degrading pecula- 
tion. Hit des(*ition of king James, who 


had deserted himself, and been deserted by 
the most virtuous and intelligent in then.v- 
tion, may be more easily justified than bis 
subsequaiit intrigues with the abdicated 
monarcli. These double practices <loubt- 
less triginated in the duke's inherent 
selfishness, which induced him, in common 
with others, to look forward to a restoration 
as an event of probable occurrence. Marl- 
borough left four daughters, married into 
families of ilistiiiction, but no male issue. 

18. Karl ('adogan made master-general 
of the ordii.iiu e, &c. 

The foiiudaliim stone of the new the{vtie 
at ('unv‘.ndge, laid by Dr. Cross, the vice- 
chancel or. 

His majesty signified to the Middlesex 
justices his appioliation of their endeavours 
to suppress gaming-houses. 

Jttftf .10. Captain Kelly committed to 
the Tower for high treason, by a commit- 
tee of Council. 


yiug. 7. A j'roclamation offering a le- 
ward of lOOOA for apprehending John Sam- 
ple, alias .‘-'emple, who bad e>capetl out ol 
the custody of a irc.'*senger, to whuiti be 
was cominiUcil for treason. 

9. The funeral piucessi< n of the l.i e 
duke of Marlborough was peiformed witli 
the greatest solemnity ami magnitlci iu-o. 
•About half an hour after tv.’» Ive tin* pro- 
cession began, ami passid along the lo.ul 
through St. Jamt s’s-piirk and the IJj prr- 
park to Ilyde-\iark conui, thence through 
Piee.o.illv . down St. Jalnes^s-^tn et, througli 
fbib-.» .1.1, and bv Ciiariug-cM>ss, thimudi 
Ki-.g .s r. it to Westiiiiiistei-al'bey. '1 lif 
body w.iS deposited in a vuuit at the toot 
of Ht •my VJl.’s tomb, the choir singing, 
*' Mai that is born of a woman!’’ 

I'b .\ pioclamation otreiing a reward 
of lb< (t/. tor aj‘preliem!ing Mr. Carte, a 
eojijuiing clergyman, acciisetl of liigh 


treason. 

*J 4. Dr. .Atterbury, bi^boj* of Hoebesb r. 
after having Immui c.vnmined by a com i t f- 
tee of tb.e privy-eoma::!, was cmuinitud 
prisoner to ttie 'i’twer for bigb tieas' ii. 

‘J8. His mujes y set out trrnn Kt'os'i /- 
ton; .'ind being jowird in bis way by ti e 
prince of Wales, wlio accomp iuiid lum in 
his progress, went to the duke ot IJo t».ii * 
Scat .it llaekwn o<l, wln-re lie bty that mgld ; 
on the ‘J'.Hb became to S.ilislmry, and M.p- 
|hm1 ami lodged in the bisliop s pabicti ; tin’ 
doth he reviewer! the forces encamped on 
tlie plain, and retiiiiied to Salisbury auaiii in 
the evening; on the dlst lie went to Foils 


mouth, ami the same dav 


day to the eail of 
Scarborough’s at Staustc'ud, wliercthe kmg 
lay that night, and the next «lay. bei>'K 
the l.st of Jih-ptetnber, he returniMl to Ken- 
sington. In iiis progress he gave orders 
for the releasing of such crimiiuils as bn 
thought i»roper objects of clemency : 
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for releasinjj^, at his own expense, all prison- 
ers for (leht ill the p^auls of those towns 
tliroupfh which he passed ; and at Salisbury 
he gave between i^OOO/. and 3000/. to re- 
lease insolvent debtors, and for other pious 
and charitable uses. 

Sept. ‘20. Christopher La^ er, a young 
gentleman of the Temple, was committed 
to the Tower lor hij^h treason. 

Cliarleseari of Orrery having been 
exairiiiied by a commit lee of the privy- 
coiiiicd, was committed prisoner to the 
Tt>wer for high treason. 

‘20. Lord North and Grey, having been 
taken on the ‘25111 in the Isle of Wight, 
was committed to the Tower. 

The north-west provinces of l^ersia on 
tl.e (’aspian sea, revolted to the czar of 
.11 uscovy. 

Oct. 9. The new parliament met and 
chose Sjjencer Conii)ton for sjo aker. The 
eleetjons liad been carried on witli great ! 
/e il, hnt tlie ministers having excited ' 
t hemsilves, a dicided majv)rity were whigs ’ 
and fiieinls of the existing ailinimstiation. 

1 1. The king informed paili.nnent of the 
conspiracy formeil in favour ofthe pretend- 
er. As soon as his majesty had witlidrawn, 
tlie duke of (iraftou propiised the suspend- 
ing the habeas corpus act f-r a year, which 
oi casioned warm debates, but it was carried. 
11. Louis X\^ crowned at lilieims. 

21, The duke ol Norfolk was appre- 
hended on Mispicion of liemg in the plot, 
and coinin.tti <l to tlie Tiiwcr. 

2(1. A pnitest was enti red in the house 
of peers against the conunitment of the 
duke of Noifolk ; ibr that it was mu* of the 
uiiflotihted privileges of that Iioum-, that no 
niemlier be imprisoned during the sitting 
of ilii‘ parliiment, until the cause of im- ' 
priso-.inent he communii’ated to the house, 
dl. (!hristi>pher Layer, esip, being ar- 
rro^md at tae Kiiig’s-beiich bar, uqnested 
t • h ive his iron> taken oil' b'efoie In* plead- 
id; he said he was so loaded, that they 
werv extremely painful to him, and bai|Hd 
tlie\ would order them to he taken off, that 
be inioht have the free use of liis n ason. 
'fbe court answered, that as to Ids chains. . 
n must be left to those to w hoin the custu- j 
'U'ofliiin had heeii committed, hn! when he 
f une to his trial they should he taken oft’. ■ 
A’/t'. If). A declaration of the pretender 
b.ning been communicated to the lords in 
royal message, it was resolved, that the 
1- pi r coinmunicated to them, intituled, -•/ 
oiion of Jamcit Ill.y kififf of Englantt^ 
.to nil hk» inving suhiect* of tht! three /m- 
Ix'Hh. nml io att foreign prinrett and etatcM^ 
to M lye as a funndatiou of a lasting peace, 
.111 I sigiu’d Jnmrs waM a false, in.so- 

‘■'>1, ami traitorous libel, full of arrogance 
‘Old presumption, tnsupi>otingthe pretender 
dt a coiulition to otfer terms to his majesty. 
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Resolved also, that the copy of the said 
tleclaration be burnt by the hangman ; m 
which resolutions the commons agreed. 

21. Christopher Layer found guilty of 
high treason, in having enlisted men for 
the pretender’s service. 

‘2,3. A bill brought in for raising 
100,000/. on papists and popish recusants, 
which was opposed, as looking a little too 
much like persecution, but was carried by 
a great majority. 

Oec. 13. Gang Hi, the emperor of 
China, died about this time ; and was suc- 
ceeded by Yong Tchi ng, which signifies 
lasting peace, the name he made choice of 
when he ascended the thrum*. He banish- 
ed the Jesuits and all other popish mission- 
aries; and imprisoned his subjects that 
refused to renounce Christianity. Before 
tjiis reign there were near two liundred 
Christian churches in Chin.i ; and several 
of tlie jesuifs were ministers and officers in 
the Chinese court. Their qnaivelliag with 
the missionaries of other oriiers, and en- 
deavouring to render one .mother odious to 
tlie Chinese, contributed very much to 
their expulsion ; hut their insinuating that 
the PojHj was superior to all earthly powers, 
gave the deepest offence. 

17*23, Jaa. 2«. -Advice, that Ib.e govern 
ors of New York, Virginia, and Pensyiva- 
ni.i, h.id held a congress at Albiany, with 
tlie Sacliinis. or kings of the Five Nations, 
in whicii all former leagues with the Indies 
were eoiifiitiied. 

Upon a scheme Lamed by an English 
iiKich.int, named Culebrook. tlie emperv>r 
granted letleis p.Uent for estal li'hiiig ar 
i Last India company at Osteud, m the 
Au.striau Netlu-rLiuds ; wheievipoii the 
slates general issued a placard, prohibiting 
their subjects, under severe penalties, to 
interest themselves in the Osiend Kn'^X 
India trade. Hut, nv>twithslaiuiiiig all ihe 
opi’Osition they met from the Kiighsh, 
French, and Dutch, tliey opemd a sub- 
scription lor their capital stock, which was 
filled in a few t.'ays, sevei.il J’highsli niet- 
clniiits becoming coiitrihniois. 

A patent granted to W ioiani Wood. es(j. 
for coining firthnigs and halipeuce for iic- 
lund ; also halfpence and two-pences f. r 
the plantations in Anienca. 

Frb. 1. The commons resolved, that the 

scheme of a lottery to be carried on in Lon- 
don, and drawn in ILuni iirgh. in the king’s 
German dviminions, was an infamous and 
fiandnlent nndettaking. 

-I. ,\ proclamation promising a reward 

of 100/. for discover mg persoi.s hunting in 
disgu se in the counties t f Hciks and 
Southampton, who had obtained the name 
of /l/fii*Ant, imd had occ.istoncd the act for 
making it felony, without clergy- to hunt 
in disguise. ^ ^ 
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15. The commons resolvcMl, that vis- 
count Burrinj^tou, a member of that house, 
had been notoriously guilty of promoting 
the Hamburgh lottery, and for which of- 
fence he he expelleil the Imuse. 

25. Dkath ok Wuen. — The celebrated 
architect, sir Christopher Wren, died in the 
91st year of his age, and was buried under 
the choir of St. Paul's, with the well known 
inscription, LectoVy si monumentum reipiiris 
circumspice. After the fire of London, he 
was constituted surveyor-general for rebuild- 
ing the cathedral of St. Paul, the monu- 
ment, fifty parochial churches, and other 
public buihlings of that city ; all which he 
lived to finisl). In 16 (j 9, he was constituted 
surveyor-general of ail the royal works; 
which office he held till the 2fith of April, 
1719, when he was displaced from mere 
party motives, in 1680, he was elected 
jiresident of the royal society, of which he 
iiad been one of the first promoters. The 
genius of ^Vien was peculiarlv adapted to 
ecclesiaNtical architecture, winch affimled 
domes and towers to his picturesque fancy ; 
while in his palaces and private dwellings 
he has occasionally sunk into a heavy mo- 
notony, as 111 the modem part of Hampton 
court, and the royal hunting seat at Win- 
chester. 

JMur, 8. The bishop of Rochester hav- 
ing written a letter to Mr. Murrice, his son- 
in-law, concerning his defence, it was 
taken away by force from him in the Tower, 
and the king ordered it to he laid before 
the comriions, who referred it to the com- 
mittee for examining L^iyer. 

The commons passed resolutions impli- 
cating several peers and others in the plot. 

11. George Kelly and the hi>hop of 
Rochester voted guilty of the conspiracy. 

15. Dr. John Friend coinmiited to the 
Tower for high treason. 

About this lime, the Hevo/ution, one of 
the pretender's ships, having lieen seized 
at Genua, by a captain of a Briti>h miin- 
of-war, was brought to Portsmouth; and 
four per. sons, taken on hoard of her, were 
brouglit up to he examined concerning their 
knowledge of the plot. 

^fpr, 3, The bishop of Rochester sent 
to the speaker of the commons, intimating, 
he should make r>o defence before that 
house ; whereupon they examined the wit- 
nesses, and parsed the bdl against him. 

26. John Plun cr, one of the conspira- 
tors, heard at the bar of the lords, having 
only a solicitor. The king's counsel i>fier- 
iug to read Nejnoe’a confes,.ions before a 
committee of council, Plunket opposed the 
reading of them, observing, that the exa- 
minatiotis of a dead man, neither signed or 
sworn to by him, ought not to be admitted 
in.jsvidence : but the question being put,! 
whether t he examinations of Philip Neynoe, | 


since dead, should ho read, in proof of the 
conspiracy in general, it was curried, after 
a long debate, in the affirmative; but the 
lords who voted for the reading them, re- 
fused to insert the words, mt taAeu t/pon 
outhy or signed by hiniy though this was ad- 
mitted to be the fact generally. Next day, 
the bill of pains and ])enalties to be inflict- 
ed on Plunket, being read a third time, was 
passed ; against which several lords pro- 
tested. 

30. Mr. \Valpole admits having p:iid 
Neynoe 350/. for the information he luid 
communicated to government. 

Afay 6. The bishop of Rochester heard 
at the lords’ bar, against the bill for inflict- 
ing pains and penalties on him, assisted by 
his counsel. 

17. Mr. Layer executed at Tyburn. 

25. Philip lord Stanho]>e, son of Philip 
earl of Chesterfield, appointed captain of 
the 3 'eomen of the guaid. 

26. The duke of Norfolk and other ac- 
cused persons admitted to bail. 

27. Royal usseiit given to an act for 
laying a tax on the estates of papists and 
nunjurors. An act for inflicting pains and 
].enaltie8 on the bishop of Hoclusttr. An 
act for the more effectual execution of jus- 
tice in a pretended piivileged place, called 
the Mint, in Southwark. Rlunket and 
Kelly were adjudged to Ih* imprisoiicti du- 
ring his majesty's pleasure, and were im- 
prisoned accunlingly ; but Kelly made his 
escape from thence to France. 

Parliament prorogued. 

A patent passed the seals for pardonin:; 
Henry St. John, viscount Holinghroke : but 
though restored to hi.*) honours and esiate, 
he Continued excluded frum his seat iii the 
lurils, Walpole dreading tiie eliects of his 
eloquence and activity in opposition. Tliis 
was veiy mortifying toSt. John, who found 
his funner coadjutors, lords Oxford and 
liarcourt, in full possession of their leg s- 
lative privileges. 

JuNif '2\. Dr. Atterbiuy. bishop of Ihi- 
chester, landed at Calais. The bishop was 
a man of ability, but tesllcsa, aspiimg, 
violent, contentions, of little judgun ur, aii<l 
questionable political probity. Ills hopes 
of attaining the primacy being disappoint- 
ed by tbe death of queen Anne, he eiigagcJ 
wiih ail I he fervour of parly rage m the 
most violent measures of the op|>osition, 
and was at length instigated by passion 
and revenge to embark in a wild and ill' 
conducted conspiracy, which terminated i» 
his banishment. Hearing that Boling 
broke, whom in many things he resembled, 
was at Calais, on his return to Kiiglamk 
Atterhury said, “ Then we are rrr/mn/p d.^ 

July 23. John Middleton stood in 
pillory at Charing-cross, for perjury. 
swearing treasonable practices agaiii&t 
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innocent persons ; and was so severely treat- 
ed by the mob, that he was taken down dead. 
The coroner’s inquest brought in their ver- 
dict, accxdenlalbj strangled. 

Advice fr»/m Rhode Island, that at a 
court of admiralty held, twenty 'five pirates, 
taken by captain Solgard, commander of 
the Greyhound man-of-war, were found 
guilty, and ordered to lie executed. 

Sept, 3. Mr. Richard Cromwell, an at- 
torney of Clement’s-inn, grandson to Oliver 
Cromwell, the Protector, married to a daugh- 
ter of sir Robert Thornhill. 

21. Wood’s Hai.kpenck. — ^The com- 
mons of Ireland addressed the king 
against Mr. Wood's halfpence, representing 
that it would occasion a diminution of the 
revenue, tlie ruin of their tratle, and im- 
poverishment nf the people ; and that Wood 
would gain 150 per cent, by hU patent. 
To this Wood replied, that the kingdom 
wanted copper coin for their manufacturers : 
that it was better copper than the kingdom 
ever had ; that the kingdom would lose 
nothing by the coin, and that his gains 
were no. more than three halfpence a [>ouud. 
The subject was referred to the English 
j»rivy-council. They justitie<l the conduct 
of the patentee upon the report of sir Isaac 
Newton, who had made an assay of the 
Clipper. Nutwithstamling this, the ferment 
of the Irish nation was indiist’-iously kept 
up by pamphlets and lampoons, written by 
Ih'an Swift and (dherg ; so that Wood vo- 
luntarily rerluced his coinage, to the detri- 
ment i>f the jieople, from the value of 
100,000/. to 40,(Mt0/. Mr. Wood was a 
great proprietor of iron and copjnrr works. 

Oct. 19. Sir Godfrey Kneller,the king’s 
painter, rlied. He was succeeded by Tho- 
mas Jervis, esq. { 

Karl C'owper died, at his seat at Ilerting- 
fordoury. this month, with the reputation 
of a lawyer of ability and integrity. lie 
was twice lord-chancellor, a whig, and 
steady friend of religious liberty. 

/>c. 2. Philip duke of Orleans, regent 
<'f France during the minority of Louis XV., 
died at Vers.'iilles, in the f)Ulh year of his 
age. The prince possessed talents for go- 
vernment, and patriotic intentions, which 
were obscured by the love of pleasure, in 
which he indulged without restraint or de- 
corum. His confidential minister was the 
ahU* but profligate, canlinal Diilxiis. The 


make an onnual grant of 500/. for their 
relief. Ttiis grant was afterwards aug- 
mented, and partly applied to the assistance 
of poor dissenting ministers. At this day 
the regium donum has becoire an annual 
parliamentary grant of considerable amount, 
to the poor dissenting clergy of England 
and Ireland. 

Fable of the Beks.— In this year was 
first printed pr, Mandeville’s Fable of the 
Bees, or private vices made public bene- 
fits in which, by plausible sophistry, he 
endeavoured to show that the luxury w hich 
marks an arlvanced state of society and the 
vices which it engenders, is often the cause* 
of national prosperity. The novelty of tho 
author’s views and the publicity given to 
his work by the circumstance of its being 
presented as of immoral tendency, by the 
grand jury of Middlesex (then a common 
practice), gave it considerable temporary 
celebrity. Consistently with the doctor's 
notions, he inveighed against the prevail- 
ing zeal for the eslaldishment of charity 
schools; not, as would appear, because of 
their tending to injure the poor, but ti> 
abnilge the enjoyments of the rich. 

1724. Jan. A. Philip V. of Spain retired 
j to the monastery of St. Ildebiiiso. 

6. The bishop of Loudon preachetl a 
sermon against masquerades, which, w'ith 
the representations of some other bishops, 
had such an effect, that orders were issued 
there should be no more masquerades than 
the six subscribed for at the beginning of 
this month. 

9. Parliament met, when the lord-chan- 
cellor reatl a paper called the king’s 8jn*ech, 
congratulating them on the improvement 

. public credit, and the flourishing cou- 
diiion of commerce and manufactures. In- 
j deed the present W'as a ) eriod of great na- 
1 tional lieatitude. No war abroad, tho 
I government firmly established at home, and 
j industry thriving. 

Protections from foreign ministers, jieers, 
and members of parliament, which were 
grown quit© a nuisance, were ordered to be 
caiict lied. 

The congress at Cambray opened the 
'ifith. N. S. Two years had been spent m 
adjusting the preliiuinanes; neither ( harles 
nor Philip, the late rivals for the Spanish 
thnme, being willirg to renounce the litu- 
hir sovereignly of the countries which he 


new n*gent, the duke of Bourbon, kept up had agreed to nhaiidon. 
the friendly relations with this country. Fet*, 7, The court of King’s-bench or- 

4. Seven person.^ executed under the dAtcifc dert‘d a mandamus to the university of 
tor hunting armed, and in disguise. I’amtindge. to restore Mr. Boutley. master 

The king arrived from Hanover. of ’iVinity college, fo bi.s rlegrees. and 

DoNt'M.— The princess of Wales, whatever else he iuid Iven flejirivtd of. 

;d 111!’ instance of Mr. Btirgi^ss, her seen*- 25. Pojie IniuH’euf XIII. <l'ed. 

^ •ry. ir presented to the king the destitution .Vor. lb. A very waini tlvb:dc 

<u '^’'vcral widows of disseutiiig ministers ; lords, conceruiug the continuing the Uu 
’'l’‘>h 'vhicli, his majesty was induced to j additional men raised last year anu i 
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being carried in the aftirmative, seventy- 
seven to twenty*twv), protefcts were entered 
by seventeen lords. 

20. The king ordered, that the duty of 
preaching at the chapeb Wlntehalh should 
be iterformed by twenty-four persons, fel- 
lows of colleges in the two universities, 
twelve out of each university, two of them 
for every month, to be recommended by 
the dean of the chapel ; and that a salary 
of thirty pounds per annum he paid to each. 

April 1. The ferment in Ireland on ac- 
count of Wood’s halfpence induced Wal- 
pole to recall the duke of Grafton, whom 
he styled “ a fair-weather pilot,” and to 
send over lord Carteret as viceroy. By 
this act too he removed a formidable rival 
from the cabinet. Carteret was sncceeiled 
as secretary of state by the duke of New- 
castle, who was succeeded by Grafton as 
lurd-chamberlain. 

•24. The king prorogues ]iailiameut. 

An order of council was ma»)e for print- 
ing liibles and common-praytT-books on 
good paper ; that the correctois of the press 
should be approved by the archbishop of 
Caiiterhury.aud bishop of London ; un<l that 
the price of the books should be printed on 
the title-page. 

Maij 14, A severe edict published in 
France against the prutestants. 

16. The king sent a letter to each of 
the universities, declaring his intention of 
establishing professors of modem history ; 
and that he would allow each 400/. per 
anniiin. 

18. Cardinal Ursini elected pojie. 

21. Robert Harley, earl of Ox turd, died 
ill retirement, aged 03. Harley liad ])ia)ed 
a conspicuous part in three reigns; in the 
first as a whig, in the second as a tory. and 
in the present as the object of a vindictive 
]»efsecution. He had a taste for literature, 
was the )>afroii of Rope and Swift, and left 
behind a valuable collection uf MSS. 

Mr, Francis Cawuod was convicted of 
projecting a bubble in the year 17*20, called 
the North-seas, fin»rd and impri^oneil dur- 
ing the king’s pleasure. 

Tijumas Rayne was convicted of four 
several libels against the government, in a 
paper called the 'true fhiion, tiued 100/, 
for each, imprisoned h»r a year, and to gi\e 
security lor his goo<l liehavumr during life. 

Jtfur, Dr. Henry Sachevenu di»‘d, after 
berjueathiiig 500/. t« Dr. Atterbury, late 
bishop of Rochester. i 

J///y 24. Mr. M 'Kaf s patent and his 
conduct justified by the privy-council : and 
the coinpla.nts of the Irish parliament on 
tiuit sul ject proved to be groundless. 

The council of the city of Kdinbnrgh 
prohibit I lie walking in the stieids with 
pistoli or dirks; and also foriiid all ver- 
vj.nto wearing broad-iwordM. 


25. A violent persecution in Fr uica 
against the prutestants, in pursuance of an 
edict of the king. 

The South-sea company fit out twelve 
ships of 310 tons each, in order to revive 
the Knglish whale fisherv in Greenland. 

Auff, 18. Mr. Samuel Harris aj)pointed 
professor of modern history and languages 
by his majesty, in the university of (.lam- 
hriilge ; and Mr. David Gregory, in the 
university of Oxford. 

20. Louis I , king of Spain, dying of 
the Muall-pux in the eighth month of his 
reign, the abdicated monarch, his fatlier. 
was prevailed upon to resume the cares of 
royalty, ('ontinning, however, devoted to 
monkish t xercises of religion, the hnsiness 
of government devolved on the (pieen, a 
princess of intrigue and ambition. Rhilip 
declined to veMiim; his royal functions till 
the queen had prevailed upon the papal 
iiuncio to take upon himself all the guilt 
the king incurred by the violation of his vow 
of resignation. 

Sept. 29. Rrigadier IMackintush was 
taken with his brother (by a messenger) in 
the Highlands; but the brigadier rnaile his 
escape again, though a jiioclaniation, of- 
fering a reward of 1009/. was issued for his 
apprehension. 

Oct, 9. The Swedes invited tlie Frencli 
refugees, and other mecliauics, to set uj' 
manufactures in their country. 

Nov. 7. A tumult having been raised 
at Thorn, in Roland, in July hist, occasioni'd 
by a popish process:ou, the protestantN, 
whom the government charged to I t* ilui 
authors of it, had the following sentence 
passed on them by the chancellor of Roland, 
aaraely, the president and vice-president of 
ti e t<-wn, fur neglecting their duty, and 
thereby countenancing the tumult, were 
adjudged to be lieheaded, and their estates 
confiscated. Fifteen more, fur assaultii.g 
the jesiuts’ cullege. were condemned to a 
like punishment. Several others, for ha*. - 
ing profaned the image uf the bless-, d 
Virgin, to have their right hands cut oil’, 
and aflerwards to be quartered and burnt. 
A multitude of other jjrotestalitlt were tile d 
and imprisoned, for being accessary to tls«‘ 
tumult. The protestaiit magistrates weu* 
displaced, and their church taken tu»m 
them. All the protestant poweis in hniope 
interpiised to get these senteiiceH reversed, 
and threatened Poland with a war in case 
frefusai, hut to little purpose. 

12. R.'ii liaineiitmet, when the lord chan- 
cellor congratulated them on the continu- 
ance of iiatiioial prosperity. 

16. John Shepherd, a notorious te.on, 
fXecnhd at Tyburn. . 

2t\ Ten thm.aam^ men voted for the 
sea service, for the year 1725. 

23, Mr. Rtdhoni, secretary 
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muvud, that the uame number ol' land for- 
ces should be maintained in Great Britain, 
as in the precedinp^ y^ar, namily, 18,2li4 
men. The opposition eiilar^^eu on the 
d}in^;er ot‘ a standing army in a time of 
lieaee, hut the motion was carried hy 206 
to 69. 

Dec* 5. Great disorders having been 
committed in Wappmg, by persons shelter- 
ing themselves for debt there, a bill was 
btotight in to remedy the same. 

27. Guy, the Booksem.bu. — Thomas 
Guy, t s([., foimerly a books* Her of London, 
ami afterwards member j)f parliament for 
Tamworth, died, in tlie 81st year of his age. 
lie amassed a fortune of nearly half a iiiii- 
li )u by the sale of bildes, by the ptirchase 
of seamen’s prize tickets, and by speculating 
in South-sea stuck. Ho spent 200,0(^0/. in 
)»uilding ami emlowing the hospital which 
bears his naim*, in Souths aik. Ho al>o 
eroeted alms-houses at Tarnwoith. and he- 
rn fited (’ll! ist's-hospitahaiid otlier charities. 
80 0007. was to he divided anion^ all those 
who could prove any relatioiishu) to him. 
Guy's executors were s<)on after incorpor- 
ated l)y act. of parliament, for the I etter 
adminiNtration of the trusts of his will. 

T!ie custtim duties had iiicr«*a8ed from 
I, JO, 000/. ill 1720, to 1,710,000/. in 1723. 

1725. Jan. 4. Thomas Parker, earl uf 
.'SLiCclestield, lord-chancellor of Knirland, 
I'eing charged with selling the places of 
tlu* masters in chancery for extravagant 
sums, and permitting the masters to em- 
bezzle the suitors’ money, resigned the 
great seal. He was succeeded hy sir Peter 
King, lord-chief justice of the common 
pleas, created baron of Oakham, ami origi- 
nally a grocer in tlie west of Kngland. 

6. The term of twenty-five years fvir 
opening the holy gates of the f ur great 
churches, ami for obtaining the indulgences 
of tlie universal jubilee, being expiretl, Be- 
nedict XIII. witli great state, peiforiiied the 
ceremony with a golden hammer at Home. 

21. iloward, earl uf Suffolk, committed 
to the Tower by the house of pceis, for 
granting written protections, ciuitrary to 
the standing order of that house. 

leh. 2. l\der I. emperor ofHnssia died, 
aged 5.3, and was succeedtul by his em- 
ptess t atherine. Ho was drsetvedly Mtr- 
uamed “ the Great.” Into Russia he not 
Mily tranH[danted the arts of war and peace, 
inanufactnres, commerce, and naval science, 
hut he also made provision for the diflit«it>n 
of hlerature, hy founding schools, colleges, 
an observatory, a hutanic garden, museum, 
find print mg-oiiire. 

51. A message from his m ijesty to the 
t 'uinions, acipiaintuig them that he had 
'^'■ason to apprehend tlie suitors ill the court 
‘ f chanceiy were in tlanger of losing con- 
tbleriil»l(j Hums by the insufFrit»ncv of the 


masters ; and that he had ordered the re., 
ports laid before him to be communicated 
to the house. 

13. iMPKACHSfENr OF MACCLESKIKI.n. — . 
Sir George Oxeiidon moved that the earl 
of Macclesfield be imjieaehed of high crimes 
and misdemeanor.s. The substance of the 
charges against the lord-chancellor was, 
that he had embezzled the estates of widows, 
orphans, and lunatics ; that he had sold 
the offices of masters of chancery at an ex- 
orbitant price, leaving in their hands large 
sums of the suitors’ money to enable them 
to comjdy with hi.s exorbitant demands ; 
and that in several instances he had made 
divers irregular orders. Mr. Pnlteney moved 
as an amendment, that this affair might be 
left to the consideration of a committee. 
Sir William Wyndham asserted that in 
proceeding by way of impeachment iijioii 
reports from above, they would make a dan- 
gerous precedent, and seem to surrender 
one of their most valuable privileges, the 
inquest alter state criminals. It was car- 
ried for the impeachment. 

Si’ATR OF M\NNEit8. — Aboiit tlus time 
was published a list of the numbers that 
had hetMi prosecuted hy the societies for re- 
formation of manners, from the 1st of De- 
cember, 1723. to the 1st of December, 1721, 
in the cities of London and Westminster, 


and places adjacent, namely, 

For lewd and disorderly practices 1951 
For keeping of bawdy-houses , ‘JU 

For exercising trades on the Lord’s day (iOO 
Profane swearers . . . lOS 

Drunkards • . . . 12 

Common gamesters . . ‘21 

For keeping gaming-houses . ‘2 


272.3 

The number uf persons prosecuted 
by the societies in and near Lou- 
don, for 33 years past, amounted 

to 89,393 

The number of hooks given away hy 

them ..... 400.0(H1 
JIfar. 27. Duke of Devonshire declared 
lord president of the council, in the rouni 
of lord Carlton, deceased. 

yfpr. 5. The French king having deier- 
imned to >epaTato himself from the infanta 
of Spam, to whom he had been betrothed 
very young, in order to t.'ike a wife that was 
iiiiirriiigoahie, she was sent back to Spam. 
The Spanish court in retaliation sent hack 
to France Mademoiselle de Beaiijvlois. 
daughter of the late regent, and atlr.mccd 
to Don Carli»s, second son of his catholic 
imijestv f and in its eagtnness tor revenge 
offereil to adjust all its ditfcn nces with 
AuMria under the sole mediation id h n<r- 
land. Tire rupture of these niatrimonial 
engagements appears to h.ive been the 
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imate cause of the treaty of Vienna and 
the new diplomatic combinations soon after 
formed among the European powers. 

His majesty sent a message to the com- 
mons, to desire them to enable him to pay 
his debts due on the civil-list, which 
amounted to 508,367/. 19«. 4d., and had 
been contracted the last throe years : this 
request was complied with after some warm 
debates. 

Macclesfield put in his answer to the 
charges against him. 

‘JO. Rijyal assent given to an act for 
regulating elections within the city of I^>n- 
doii, and for preserving the peace, good 
order, and governaient of the said city. 

A petirioii of Henry St. John, late vis- 
count Boliugbroke, presented to the com- 
mons, praying, that the family estate might 
go ficcording to his marriage settlement, 
notwithstanding his attainder ; which oc- 
casioned some debate, but was carried in 
his favour, 231 to 113. 

26. 'i'he commons sent up their replica- 
tion to the earl of MacclesHeld\s answer to 
the lords ; and it being moved that a day 
be appointed for the trial of the earl at the 
bar of the hou>e, the same occasioned a de- 
bate, and afterwards a protest ; many of 
the lords being of opinion he ought to be 
tried in Westminster-hall, in the most pub- 
lic manner; hut it was carried for a trial at 
the bar of the house. 

30. Tkkaty ok Vienna. — A treaty of 
peace signed l>etween the emperor of Ger- 
many and king of Spain, whereby they 
confirmed to each other such part of the 
Spanish dominion'* as they were respectively 
possessed of, and fonned a defensive alli- 
ance. They also signed a treaty of com- 
merce, that gave umbrage to the English 
and Dutch, which occasioned another treaty 
in opposition to it. They also sigiie<l a 
private treidy, in which it was suspected 
the emperor engaged to concur in employ- 
ing force for re^to^ing Gibraltar to Spain ; 
to use means for placing the pretender on 
the British throne ; and that his two daugh- 
ters^ the archduchesses, should be married 
to the infantas of Spain. Spain guaranteed 
the pragmatic s metion, the first power in 
Europe that had done so. 

A/ay 3. A bill lieing brought up to the 
house of peers, for harming the High- 
landers, occasioned a protest there; for that 
the disorders mentioned ir the preamble 
were not proved : too p eat a po wer was given 
to the lu^-lieutenauts ii:.d iusrices of the 
peace ; and becaus<> the Lenaviour of the 
Highlanders had of late been itioffeuMive. 

6. 1 he earl of Macclesfield’s trial began 
and lasted to the 2Gth. The charges were 
fully pmved. and be was sentenced to prty 
a fine of 30,000/. 

14« The king allowed 1 000/. per aimmn. 


to encourage the presbyterian itinerant 
preachers in Scotland. 

27. The king revived the order of the 
bath, thirty-eight iu number including the 
sovereign. Mr. Robert Walpole and Mr 
Thomas Coke, of Norfolk, were in the num- 
ber of knights of the bath. 

31. The king, after expressing in warm 
terms his approval of their conduct, pro- 
rogued parliament. 

June 15. Jonathan Wiidy the infamous 
thief-catcher, who had for many years 
screened from justice such criminals as 
obeyed his orders, and hanged nuiltitmh s 
of others, receiver! sentence of death at the 
Old Bailey, having been convicted of re- 
ceiving stolen goods, and taking a reward 
of the owners for returning them without 
discovering the robbers. The ‘24th instant 
being appointed for his execution, he took 
a large quantity of laudanum the night 
before, but brought it up again, and live<l 
to be hanged at Tyburn the next day, 
though he was pelted with stones, and al- 
most killed before he got there. 

‘24. /\ tumult luippcned at Glasgow on 

account of the nuilt-tax. Twenty j ersons 
were killed or wounded on the occasion by 
the firing of the military, commanded by 
captain Bushel ; which .so exasperated the 
citiiens, that arming themselves, they drove 
the Captain from the city, compelling him 
to take refuge in the castle of Duinbartt-n. 
Bushel was afterwards tried fur murder 
and condemned, but pardoned. 

‘27. The earl of MaccIesfieM was car- 
rier! to the Tower. 

Jw/y 1. Peter lord King, late loid-chief- 
ju.stice, sworn lord-high-chancellor of (ircal 
Britain. 

A patent passed tlie .seals about this time, 
for electing a college in the island of Ber 
iiiudas, for the propagation of the gosjul 
among the Indians in America. 

3. Ihe king emharked for Hanover 

7. A treaty of peace between the empe- 
ror .and king of Spain is concluded at \ i- 
eniia. This treaty, with the three others 
concluded in April and May lust, w.is ne- 
gociated by M. de Rip|>erda, n native oi 
Holland, who from the condition of a |ti- 
vate gentleman had been advanced, alter 
the fall of Alberoni, to the rank of a gran- 
dee and prime minister of Spain. 

16. General Wade, and the lord-advocate- 
having imprisoned 17 men and beis, ami 
four women, on account of the late tumult 
at Glasgow, apprehended also the lurd- 
pr«>vo8t and other magistrates of the city, 
and sent them the next day under a strung 
guard of diagoons to Ktliiiburgb. 

19. At their arrival near Edinbingh thev 
were met by a vast cqpcourse of people »d 
all dtgree.s, who attended them to tla? 
prison door, the inugistiatcs being in their 
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coa*jhcs. After a short conilremont the 
government thought fit to release the ma- 
gistrates without bringing them to a trial. 

22. Tne earl of Macclesfield, having 
paid his fine of 30,000/., was discharged 
from imprisonment in the Tower. 

Aug^ 'lb. The French king married at 
Fontainebleau to princess Mary I.eczinski, 
daughter of Stanislaus, late king of Poland. 

Sept. 3. llANovKii Tubaty. — A treaty 
of alliance concluded at Hanover between 
the kings of* England, France, and Prussia, 
to counteract the alliance of Vienna. Den- 
mark soon after joined the Hanover allies, and 
Rtissia theVienna confederates. Pnissianext 
Aogiist seceded from her engagement, liav- 
ing some personal object with the emperor ; 
aiKl Sw'eden joined hrst one and then the 
other alliance. Europe was divided into 
two great confederacies, having England 
an<l France at the head of one, and Austria 
ami Sj)ain at the head of the other. No 
war, however, resnite<l, the pacifii: policy of 
Walpole, seconded by cardinal Fleury, the 
new French minister, preserved the peace 
of Europe. 

2 1 . The parliament of Ireland returned 
thanks to h»s majesty for vacating Mr. 
Wood’s patent for coining halfpence and 
far I lungs. 

24. The French crown appeared to be 
near two hundred millions steiling in debt 
al)out this time, to discharge which, heavy 
t ixcs, that intolerably oppre>8ed the people, 
Mere imposed for twelve years. 

About this titne, eleven of the Glasgow 
rioters were tried and sentenced to death ; 
hut tiieir punishment softened into trans- 
portation by the king, 

Oct. 15. Tlie Highlanders were ilisarmcd 
by general Wade. 

Nov, 14. The princcs.s Sobleski, wife to 
the pretender, retired into a monastery. 

30. (hull, the booksel'er, tried at the 
King’s-beiich bar, and convicted of pulv 
lishiug obscene bov*ks, tending to the cor- 
ruption and depravation of manners. 


days, and other subjects on Wednesdays 
in every week. He struck medals lor ad- 
mission tickets, M'ith a rising star for the 
device, and the motto Ad Sttmmumt and be- 
low Inveniam viam aut faciarn. Novelty 
procured him a multitude of hearers, but 
le was too imprudent to gain any perma- 
lent advantage from his project, llis pro- 
eased object was to introduce a more 
primitive form of religious worship by the 
peaceable weapons of reason, free discussion, 
and universal charity, but he failed to es- 
abiish a regular congregation. 

1726. Jan, 3. The king lauded at Rye 
n Sussex, after a tempestuous passage. 

20. Parliament opened by the king. 

Peh, 19. The commons presented .in 
address to his majesty, the principal drift 
f which was to as.snre him, that they would 
itan<l by and assist him in defence of his 
[ierman dominions, if they were attack isl 
oy the emperor. The address was opposed 
n the ground that a war for such an obje^ t 
.18 contrary to the Act of .Settlement, which 
was the basis of the title of the present fa- 
mily to the crown. It was defended by 
Mr. Horace Walpole, brother of the minis- 
:er, and great professor of diplomacy at this 
;ime, anil who obtained the name of “ ba- 
ance-master.’* from a long dull speech be 
[lelivered on the balance of power in Iv - 
•pe. It was carried by 285 to 107 ; and 
an address of similar import agreed to in 
he lords. 

Mai.t-tax in .Scotland. — Al>o\it this 
time an address was presented to the king 
from the royal boroughs in Scotland ; 
wherein they tleclarcd, that the malt-tax 
wa"- a burden too heavy for their country 
to bear; that their poverty, want of 
coin, great decay of their trade, and 
bad quality of their grain, were melan- 
choly truths, too certain, and universally 
known ; and were so many proofs of 
their inability to support the weight of 
this new tax. That this bunler rendered 
them incapable of carrying on the fishing- 


Dec. The French king, by arbitrarily 
raising and lowering the \olne of the coin, 
causes great distress and diificulty among 
his subjects. 

4. An order of the court of chancery, 
for the masters of that court to lodgt the 
money ami effects of the suitors, in their 
hands, in the R.iiik of England. 

OwATou Huni.ky. — '.About this titne John 
Henley, a clergyman of the established 
church, and better known as Orator Henley, 
maile his appearance, and continued foi 
thirty-five years alter to interest the towi 
hy his talrnt-H and eccentricities, llein^ 
disappointed in his viewii of church prefer 
>nent , he opened a chajiel or *< oratory, as hi 
termed it, in Newport market, where he 
g^ve lectureo on theological topics on Sun 


trade, and such other branches of com- 
merce and manufacture as Scotland w.»s 
proper for, whereby they had hoped to im- 
prove that part of his majesty's donunimis. 
and render tbeijiselves more able to serve 
bis majesty ; and therefore desired his ma- 
jesty would grant them some relief m this 
particular. 

Mnr, 2. Several petitions were presented 
to the common* on the same subject. 

10. A child was born this day at Ly- 
ford in Berks, whose fathers name w.is 
llenjaniiii Loder, which when six years old 
WHS five feet high, niid his arms and legs 
projKjrtumably large ; he at that time tould 
easily liit one huudrfd wi'ight with one 
hand, and half a hundred with one finger. 

1 1. A bill was brought in, empowering mi- 
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nistcrs to compoiiiul with Mr. Richard 
Hampden for a debt he owed the crown, 
amounting to 48,000/. This deficiency was 
occasioned by his speculating in the South- 
scheme. The king recommended 
Hampden’s petition^ and the house com- 
plied with its prayer, in consideration of 
his great-grandfather, the famous John 
Hampden, who made such a noble stand 
against the first Charles. 

18, The commons resolved, that satis- 
faction be made to Daniel Cam])bell, esq. 
for the damages he sustaineil hy the riot- 
ers at (»lasgovv, amounting to ibur thou- 
sand pwuiids and upwards. 

•24. His majesty sent ii message to the 
commons, to desire he might be enabled to 
increase the number of seamen already 
voted fur this year ; and make good such 
eiigageinents as the exigfiices of affairs 
may require. This occasioned a <lebate, 
and was compared to another message sent 
to the house in 1717, to enable his majesty 
to defend himself against Sweilen, when 
the parliament granted him 250,000/, but 
coubi never get any accovmt of its appli- 
cation. However, an address was agreed 
to, by 270 to HO voices, to as.sure his raa- 
lesty they would effectually provide for, and 
make good, all his expenses and engage- 
ments for the defence of the kingdom. Sir 
Robert W alpole had discovered such an ef- | 
tVetive mode of managing the commons, | 
that whatever measures ministers suggested j 
were readily acceded to by large majorities. 

ytpril 7. The South-sea company sent 
twenty-four .ships to fish fur whales in ! 
Greenland. 

20, liis maje.sty having sent a message 
to the cuminons, dvsiring they would enable 
him to increa>e the nnmhiv of seamen al- 
ready vote<l, this occasioned a debate in the 
peers, and afterwards a protest ; for that 
this house was not consulted, wiiich had an 
equiil right to advise his majesty, and be- 
cause the appeliation of j>(v twwe7tt was 
given to the ( immons separately, which 
could only l e applied in conjMiction 

May 14. The duke de UippTda. prinne 
minister of Spain, faliing under the dis- 
fdeasure of king Philip, look refuge in the 
house of Mr. Stanhope, the Lnglish ambas- 
sador at Madrid. 

16. John Ward, of 1 1 ickm y, esq., hav- 
ing lieen convicted of forging a deed, was 
expelled the house of <-< '>i'tion<i. 

17, The duke de R! perda being taken 
out of the English arnl ass idor’s bouse by 
rurce,occaKionsa misuocierstandiiig betw'een 
the courts of S]>aiii and England. Krp- 
perda made his escape out of the tower of 
Segovia, and sought retuge in England, 
where he lived three years in great .splen- 
dour. But not finding his wild Kchvines 
vf levenge adopted hy the British court, he 


fr.msferred his services to the emperor of 
Morocco ; and embracing the Mahometan 
faith, rose to the rank of prime minister. 
After expoiiencing other vicissitudes of for- 
tune, he exj»ired at Tetuan, in 1737, pro 
fes.sing himself a penitent Homan-catholic. 

24. The supjilies being granted, jiartly 
without specific appropriation, with every 
thing else the court thought fit to ask, par- 
liament was jirorogued. 

June 3. Admiral Hosier having been 
sent to America, with a squadron of men-of- 
war, to prevent the Spanish galleons com- 
ing to Europe, arrived at Porto Bello ; wheie- 
ujKm the galleons unloaded their treason- 
agam. 

7. King George sends a letter to the 
royal tunoughs of Scotland, to put them in 
mind of improving their fisheries and ma- 
nufactures, with the money granted them 
for that purpose, at the union. 

10, A mcs.senger having been sent to 
Madrid with a letter, under the privy-seal, 
from his majesty to the duke of barton, 
who had entered tire service of the pretend- 
er, commanding the duke to return ti> Eng- 
land : his grace hemg in hi^ coach wlieii it 
was delivered to hi.n, contemptuously threw 
it into the street withinit opening it: lie 
soon aftiT declared himself a Koinan-catb.o- 
lic. The duke hail left England with a 
Tuir.ed constitution and fortune, and alici a 
brief and extraoidinary c:uec*r of pioftigaey 
and extravagance, he expired at a conn nt 
near Tariagona, in the thirty-second } i .ir 
of his age. Poj'e has sketcln d Ins chanu • 
ter with judgimnt. His gnat weakii.^s 
appears to have bei n an indixcnmiuate lu^t 
of praise — of tht‘ wi.se ami iooli.sh, tin* vir- 
tuous ninl the base. 

1 'n King George hiving sent a let tv i 
to the czarina, by sir C.'harles Wager, ad- 
miral of the Baltic squadron, to de nand the 
reason of hor ''t a-arinameiit ; and sugge.-.f- 
ing that she was in a conlederacy vviili the 
pietender; th.e emjrt'ss, in hir answer, 
jeereil the king, and toUl b.im that his tlcet 
in the Baltic liad a tendeney to distiiio 
ra’her than preserve tlie peace of th.e ma!!i 
Catherine wanted Slesvvic, or an etpiivah ii( 
for the duke of IloNtein ; and, m^t obtain- 
ing it, she joined the V ienna alliance. 

Tlie in-.penaliHf.H pinhihited the import i- 
tii»n of the English woollen rnanufacturcs 
• nio Sicily. 

16. '1 he French king discharged the 

duke of Bourbon from his post of piimc 
minister, and took the rems of goveiiuncMt 
into his own hands; hut declared, that he 
would tie as.sist(Ml t»y ttie bishop of Frejus. 
(afterwards cardinal Fleury) in the aUtm- 
ni'^tnation. The king also declared, as to 
the fave urs he had to gtant. he would be 
applied to in his own t>erson : in ii word, he 
would in tvetv thing follow the example of 
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the lute king, his great-grandfather, Louia ' 
XIV. Bouillon was sacrificed to the re- 
sentment of the court of Spain, who 
never foigave him sending hack the infanta. 
Upon the »lisgruce of this minister, the 
courts of France and Spain appeared to 
have been reconciletl ; and it is observable, 
that the British court fell out with Spain 
about this period, on account of the seizure 
of Kipperda in the house of the English 
ambassador. 

1 7. The Spaniards delivered a me- 
inoriui to the English minister at Madrid, 
desiring to know his Britinnic majesty’s in- 
tentions in sending sir Jt»hn Jennings with 
as<piadrou of inen-of-war upon their coast. 

*20. The Kast-Iiuha company obtained 
a charter for incorporating their towns of 
Madrassapatan, Bombay, and Fort Wil- 
liam, to be governed each of them hv a 
mayor and aldermen, wlio are empowered to 
make by-laws, and exercise criminal as well 
.IS civil jurisdiction, except in cases of 
high treason. 

21. A dreadful earthquake at Palermo 
ill Sicily. 

A’oe. 2. Dk.vtii ok the Qcrkn. — Sophia 
Dvirothea, queen of (treat Britain, died at 
the castle of Ahlen, in the electorate of 
Hanover. She was born in I6fifi,aud mar- 
ried to the king, then elector <if Hanover, 
in lliJi’i; by wluim she hud issue Goorge 
Augustus, aftei Walds George II., born the 
doth of October, I'iHJ.und Sophia Dvirotbea. 
liurn the i6th of March. 1687, nnd married 
to Frederic M'lllium, king of Prussia, in 
1 r06. Tlie unfoituinite (pieen never shared 
the throne of her hnshaml ; George I. rlnr- 
ing the whole of his reign having kept 
his wife ctmfined in a lianoveriun dnn- 
g''on. llis con hict is ascribed to jeab)n'«y 
of the ctuint Konigsinark, a Swedish noble- 
man, who was assassinated in tb.e electoral 
j a lace, and who in Jiis youth had known 
Sophia Dorothea in the court of Zell. There 
ait» two accounts of this mysteiious afliiir. 
t u* by lord Orford, and the other, publish- 
ed last year, by Dr. Cvamer. lend Grford, 
who, from his near relationship to the mi- 
nister Walpole, was well acquainted with 
the .scciet history of this and the fidlowiiig 
leigii, gives in his ‘•Beniinisrences”the fol- 
liiwiiig narrative :—** (ieorge ].» while elec- 
toral prince, had married his cousin, tlie 
ti iiicesH Dorutb.ca, only child of the duke 
of Zell ; a match of convenience, to reunite 
the domimons of the family. Though she 
was very handsome, the prince, who was 
• xtreinely amorous, had several mistresses ; 
which provocation, and his almence in the 
army of the con fcKlerates, probably disposed 
Ihe princess to indidge some degree of co- 
qiutry. At that momeui arrived at Han- 
over the famous ami beautiful count Kd- 
^iRamark, the charms of whoso person 


ought not (o have obliterated the memory 
of his vile assassination of M. Thyniie. llii 
vanity, and the beauty of the electoral prin- 
cess, and the neglect uiub-r which he found 
hor, encouraged his j)re.suinption to nvike 
his arldresses to her, not covertly ; and she, 
though believed not to have transgressed 
her duty, did receive them too indiscreetly. 
The old elector, flamed at the insolence ol 
so stigmatized a pretender, ordered him to 
quit his dominions next day. The princess, 
surrounded by women too closely connected 
with her husband, and consequently enemies 
of the lady they injured, was persuaded by 
them to suffer the count to kiss her hand 
before his abrupt dejmrture ; and he was 
actually introduced by them next morning 
into her bedchamber before she rose. From 
that moment he disappeared ; nor was it 
known what became of him, till on the 
death of George I., on his son, the lu w 
king’s first journey to Hanover, some alter- 
ations in tho palace bering ordere<i, the bo<ly 
of Kdnigsmark was discovered under the 
/toor of the electorai princeis^s dresningrt^i ; 
tile count probably having been strangled 
there the instant he left her, and his bo«iy 
secreted. The discovery was husheil up. 
George II. entrusted the secret to his wife, 
queen Caroline, who told it to my lather : 
lint the king vias too tender of the honour 
of his mother to utter it to his mistress ; 
nor did latly Suffolk ever hear of it till I 
informed her of it several years afterwards. 
The disapp-C iranre t>f the count made his 
murder suspected, and various reports ui 
the discovery of his body have of Ute years 
been spread, but not with the authentic 
circumstances.’’ — /.^>rd OrfifrtVs lVi,rks, iv, 
280- 1 . Dr. Oamer’s narrative, in his “ Me- 
moirs of the countess Maria Aurora of 
Konigsmark,” published at Ltripsic. in 
iH.'fb. coufirnis the previous impression tb.it 
the princess was innocent, hut indiscrett 
in her acquaintance with KdnigMn.irk. 'I'he 
executive part of the tragedy appears to 
have been ]»erforme<l by theelectoial prince 
himself and the Hoff f'ourxfr or court-guo*-^ 
Irr-rmster : they first poniarded, next cut 
off the count's he, id, secreting the body in 
“a vaulf.’" After this (leor^'e .sep.infed 
from the eiccfre.ss, who for the remaiiultT of 
her life was imprisoned, uiuliT the title ut 
the duchess of Halle. Attempts wt le ve- 
lieatedly made by the electoral family to 
effect a reunion betwixt her and herronsorb 
all which she indignantly rejected. It i> 
said (For. Quart. Rev. No. 37) that, alter 
that consort had ascended Y.ng\\s\\ 
throne, a similar proposal was made u> the 
priuct*ss by some iiitluenlial poiMUis in this 
country, to which she replied. ** It 1 
gutUy, I am not worthy to be your qm cn ; 
if I am innocent, your king is net worthy 
to In} my hubbaud.’* 
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1727. J€tn, 17. Parliament opened with 
a long and elaborate speech, read by the 
lord-chancellor, informing them of the 
secret and oflensive alliance concluded be- 
tween the emperor and Spain; that the 
placing the pretender on the British throne 
was one of the secret articles of the treaty; 
that Russia had been concerned in the in- 
vasion, had not she been prevented by the 
British fleet in the Baltic ; that the Spa> 
nish minister was recalled abruptly, and 
had left a meniorial behind him little short 
of a declaration of war; that the king of 
Spain was actually assembling an army in 
the neighbourhood of Giliraltar, but the 
real intention was the invasion of England. 
The speech touched on all these points, 
which at this period were the stirring 
themes of popular excitement, — the balance 
of poiver in Europe, the security of British 
commerce, the designs of a jKipish pre- 
tender, the present hapj'y e.stabli^bment, 
the religion, liberties, and properties of a 
protestant people; and concluding with re- 
qtiesting liberal supplies, and that they 
might, as last year, be left at the disposi- 
tion of the crown. The ministerial address, 
m answer to the speech, was carried in the 
commons by 2 )1 to 81. 

23, Twenty thousand men were voted 
for the sea service, and 4/. a man per month 
for maintaining them. Fur the land service 
2f),3^3 men were voted, and 885,494/. for 
their miiintetiance. The total of land forces, 
including 10,000 men in Ireland and foreign 
garrisons, was about 40,000, exclusive of 
12.000 Hessians in British pay. 

27. Four shillings in the {)ound land-tax 
voted by the commons. 

Feb. C, A motion in the commons for 
papers, tt-nding to show that a promise hud 
been made to restore Gibraltar, is negatived | 
by 204 to 99. 

7. A motion that copies might be laid 
before the house of such memorials, or re* 
jisesentations, from Denmark or Sweden, 
aa induced his majesty to send a squadron | 
of ships last year to the Baltic, at so great ; 
ao ex|)en8e, negatived by 196 to 79, j 

13. A subsidy voted to the landgrave of] 
Hesrai-Casscl. 

14. The king, in answer loan address of 
♦he commons, informs them that it is impos- 
sible without detriment to t lie public service 
to communicate the particulars of the expen- 
diture of a sum of 126,000' which iscViarged 
in the public accounts as t upended for secur- 
ing the trade of the kiiigdom, and jireserv- 
ing the peace of Europe. In coijsc']uei]co 
of the unlimited votes of credit passed by 
the commons in 1726 and 1727, it ap- 
pears that the sum of 435,000/. was ex- 
pended during these two years in tccrc/ 
terynces. 

16. Ferdinand Fariicse, duke of Parma, 


died, and was succeede<l by his brother Don 
Antonio Farnese. 

22. The Spaniards, having invested 
Gibraltar, opened the trencher before it 
this day. 

Advice came to England that admiral 
Hosier had been obliged to retire from 
Porto-Bello to Jamaica with his squadron, 
on account of the great mortality among 
the seamen ; but intended to put to sea 
again when he had remuniied his ships. The 
orders of this brave officer were so restrictive 
and equivocal that he was deprived of all 
liberty of action. He died of a broken beai t. 
or fell, with most of his men, the victim of 
a destructive climate. The ships also were 
said to be ruined by the worms, and hnid 
complaints were made in England of the 
waste of men and lives in this disastrniis 
expedition. Smollett say.s it was - a 
mean piratical scheme to rob the court i»f 
Spain of its expected treasure, even wbi'e a 
peace subsisted between the two countries.'* 

The office of registrar of the Coint of 
Chancery granted to Charles duke of St. 
Alban’s f'r three lives. 

25. The Swedes accede to the treaty of 
Hanover, and have a subsidy granted them 
of 50,000/. per annum. 

Mar. 4. Part of the flotilla arrived at 
Cadiz with eight millions of pieces of eight 
on board ; and, a lew days after, the rest (4' 
the flotilla arrived in the jiorts of Spain 
with ten millions more. 

M. de Palm, the emperor s resblent, or- 
dered to depart the kingdom, having two 
days before presented in Latin a meniurial 
to his majesty, wherein he tells him that in 
his speech at the opening of the parliament 
he had declared several things as undoubted 
truth.s, some of which were strained to a 
wrong sense, some very distant from the 
emperor’s intentions, and others ahhiilntely 
void of nil foundation ; principally, that 
imaginary alliance which in the speech is 
called offensive. And as to the. secret arti- 
cle, said to be made in favour of the pre- 
tender, liis imperial majesty affirms that 
there exists no secret article or coiiventifii 
whatever, which contains, or can tend to 
prove, the lea.st titile of that assertion. 

Kxjiresses were sent from the court of 
Spain to all the seapoits of that kingdom 
to seize the effects of the British subjects 
residing in Spain. 

11. The equestrian statue of king (ieovge 
in Grosvenor-souare very much defaced, and 
a libel left at the place. 

20. DaATJf OF Nkwton.— Sir Isaac Now- 
ton, ma.Hter of the Mint, president of the 
Royal Society, and one of the niont ce!e- 
bratvd philosophers and mathematicians m 
Europe, died, being 85 ywars of age. Sir 
Isaac, had been master of the Mint sinct* 
the year 1699, and it was prior to th** 
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poiutment that ho made those wonderful 
distoveries in optics^ fluxions, and the laws 
of the universe, which have iminoitalised 
his name. He left an estate of 32,000/., 
which, as he died intestate, became the pro- 
perty of his le^al heirs, the descendants of 
his sister Mrs. Conduit, havinj' himself leil 
a life of celibacy. Flamsteed’s *• Meratnrs 
and Papers,” and some other publications, 
have recently thrown a new light on the 
{personal history and character of this great 
master of the exact sciences. Newton ap- 
pears at one time t<i have laboured under 
an aberration of intellect, and he did not 
always preserve that equanimity of mind, 
and absence of literary jealousy, which 
have been commonly imputed to him. 

23. John Conduit, esq., member of par- 
liament for Whitchurch, appointed master 
of the mint. 

28. A com|ilaint made that several post 
letters, directed to memiiers of parliament, 
had been intercepteil, and taken out of the 
boxes appointed for the same at the dour of 
the house. 

Letters of reprisals granted against the 
Spaniards. 

The body of Sir Isaac Newton lay in 
state in tlie Jerusalern-chanilier, and was 
buried from thence in Westiiiiiister-abbey. 

Apr. 7. Chaviguy, the French minister, 
at the general diit at Ratisbon presented a 
declaration to the diet, importing, That the ' 
preparations which were making in France ’ 
were only fur the preservation of peace, 
and not to invade the territories of Ger- 
many ; that the report, as if the king of 
France’.s ambassador at the Porte had soh- 
citcil the Turks to come to resolutions 
against the peace of the empire, was a ca- 
lumny. The imperial commissioners at the 
diet were highly otf'ended at this declara- 
tion, and published, a few days after, an 
iun»eri.il decree, full of invert ivts against 
tlie steps taken by the courts of (Jreat Bri- 
tain and France; particularly against his 
Britannic majesty's speech io his parlia- 


mark, Great Britain, and France signed at 
Copenhagen. 

28. Sir John Norris sailed with a squa- 
dron of men-of-ivar for the Baltic. 

May (u Catherine I., empress of Uussia, 
died of drinking tokay, in the 39th year of 
her age, and was succeeded by Peter, 
grandson of Peter the Great, born the 22nri 
of October, 1715. Catherine, who was the 
daughter of a peasant, was married to 
Peter 1. in 1712 ; and such was her inHu- 
eiice over him, that in 1724 he raised her 
to the imperial rank. Her guverninent was 
chiefly directed by prince Menzikutf, whose 
mist^c^s she was when the emperor saw 
and became enamoured of her youth and 
beauty. 

15. The king prorogues parliament after 
acknowledging their zeal, liberality, and 
despatch. 

20. Peace ok Pauis. — Notwithstanding 
the new alliances funned, mutual recrimi 
nations and preparations for war, the pre 
liininary articles for a general pacification 
were signed at Paris, by the ministers »)t 
the emperor, the king of Oreat Britain, tlie 
French king, and the States-geneial. This 
happy termination of existing ditiVreuces 
was chiefly effected by the mediatorial in- 
terposition of the king of France, and the 
aversion of the powers at variance to a war 
that might again embroil Europe. Hy the 
preliminaries the emperor agreed that all 
commerce from the Austrian Netherlands 
I to the East Indies shall be suspended for 
Seven years. That all privileges of coir- 
iiieice which the English arid French na- 
fjoiis, and the subjects of the Siates-geneial 
have hiTetofore, by virtue of treaties, eu 
jo)ed, as well in Euro;*e as in the Indie s, 
shall bo restored to that usage and rvgula 
tion as was stipulated with each of them by 
treaties antecedent to the year 1723. .V 
Cessation of hostilities was agreed to. an I 
it was settled that a congress bliuuld be 
formed at Aixdu-Chapelle, wh.cre the rights 
of the contracting powers were to be de- 


ment. Isaac le Heiip, the British minister termiiied. 

at Ratisbon, delivered the next day to the May 2.3. The young ci.ir of Musco\y 
diet a declaration of the same import as was espoused to the princess Mary. ehUst 
( hiivigny's, which raised a great ferment daughter of prince Menzikoir. lus pnine- 
uinong the imperialists. minister ; at which the cvuincil I'f iv^'eiuy 

Bavid Collier, earl orPortinore, governor were so incensed that they prevailed vui the 
of (iihraltar, arrived at that place w ith re- czar to banish Meiizikotf mid lus d.uightei 
inforcemeiits, that raised the gariisoii to to Siberia. 

tiOUl) meiiysu that this place had nothing to June 3. There being a prospect of gv- 
fear from the attempts of the Spaniards. neral peace, and the king not having tor 
12. VVaim debates iu the commons on two years visited (leiiiiaiiy, he embmived 
the vote of credit and non-aiYfiropriation of at Greenwich for that purpose, 
the sujiplies. The same •iilyect caused a 10. Death ok the Kino. — The king 
high debate and strong protest in the lords landed at Vaert in Holland on the /t.i in- 
on the 17th and 1 8th instant But minis- slant, and proceeded from i hence to ' 
ters, with their large majurities, carriid by land, Insiug ' 

«verY measure they wished. guards through the territories ol the • 

lb. A treaty of alUauce between Den- Ue arrived at Dddci on Fnds^ the Jin m- 
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stant, about 11 o’clock at night, in all ap- 
pearance in perfect health. He ate his sup- 
per. and. among other thing.'<. part of a 
melon. Setting out about three the next 
morning, he had not travelled two hours be* 
fore he felt some griping pains, and being 
come to Linden, where his dinner was pro- 
vided, could eat nothing. He was let blood, 
and had such remedies as were thought 
proper given him. Being desirous to reach 
Hanover, he hid his people drive on with 
all speed ; and falling into a lethargic 
paralysis, he said to a gentleman in the 
carriage, “ C'esi fait de mot” At 10 at 
night he arrived at the palace of his bro- 
ther, the duke of York, at Osnaburg; but 
his lethargy increasing, he expired about 
midnight. George I. was in the sixty-eighth 
year of his age, and reigned over Great 
Britain twelve years, ten inoiitlis, and ten 
days. The king was of middle stature, plain 
in his dress and manner. His issue and 
marriage with Sophia Dorothea have been , 
mentioned, on the death of that princess in 
the preceding Novemt)er. 

cofur OF oEomiB i. ! 

I 

Courts are seldom exemplary for moral; 
purity, i)ut the licentiousness of that of * 
Kiigland was aggravatetl by the dissolute- ; 
ne^s of German manners inipoided in the | 
train of (teorge I. But the new irre- i 
gularities ditfered from those prevalent in ; 
tile reign of Charles II. They were less i 
open and riotou.s — ti.ey wert* not [laraded at . 
f.iirs and races, in the playhouses and at ; 
taverns, but kept within the precincts of 
the palace. Tlii.s may have been an acci- 
det.tal circums‘ance, origina’ing in the ad- 1 
vanced iige anti retiretl habits of the king, 
who generally tried to avoid the gaze of his 
sut>ji‘C's; so t.iat it he went to the opera, it 
was ill a sedaii-ehair, anti when he got 
there, totjk reluge in tlie box of the maids 
of honour, seatetl liehintl tnie tif his mis- 
tresses. In consetpieiice the concubinage 
of this reign was not grea’ly corruptive by 
public obtrusion, and appe.irs to have given 
little offence to the community. It is pro- 
bable, indeed, that only vague rumours had 
reached the people of the situation of the 
unhappy queen Dorothe.i, of the fatal 
c.it.ustrophe by which it was preceded, 
and of the courtezans who foiaiwod the 
king from Hanover. T'.- secret history of 
every age is mostly re-i.rved for the next 
generation ; and it is ' nly iii the U'orks of 
lord Orford, and the Letters of la.’y Mary 
Wortiey Montagu, and other posterior pub- 
lications, that we find iinrolh^ the scanda- 
lous chronicle of the cuiirt of St. J.ime^’n. 

George 1. was accompanied to Knglaiid 
by three mint.Hters and as many favourite 
Ufiies. His ministers were Botlirnar, who 


had been the kind’s agent in Knglaud In 
queen Anne’s reign -^erpstorf, who was 
opposed to the acceptance of the crown, and 
jealous of tlie superiority of England — and 
Robotun. who had been private secretary 
to William HI. His mistix*sses wore ma- 
demoiselle Schulenberg, madame Kilman- 
segg and the countess Platon. 

Madllo. Schiuenborg, created diichess 
of Kendal, was about the king’s age, and 
had “ lived in that figure” at Hanover forly 
years, without meduling with the affairs i»f 
the electorate, content with the small pen- 
sion he allowed her and the honor of his 
visit when he had nothing oLe to d >, which 
happened very ofien.” She was lodged in 
St. James’s palace, and said to be united 
to the king by a left -handed niarriam* 
— a kind of transaction which is marriage 
ill the church and concubinage in law. 
This lady seems to have been a sort of 
housekeeper to the king; pivsid.ug ovir 
his evening parties, consisting of the (hu- 
mans who formed his familiar society, a 
few Knglish ladies, and fewer Lnglishmer. 

Madame Kibuansegg was passed forty, 
and is described by lady Mary as both liix.- 
urious and generous, devoted to her plea- 
sures, anil seemed to have taken lord Ro- 
chester’s resolution of avoiding a'l sons of 
selt-<K'uial. Slie had a greater vivacity 
in converstitioii than ever I knew in 
niAUof either sex. She loved reading, ami 
had a taste of all polite learning. Her hu- 
niour was easy and sociable. Her co .sti- 
tution inclined her to gallantry.*'* But the 
“ be.Ht -beloved mi'»tre.s8 of the king," tic 
cording to the same uutlionty, “ was tlie 
beautiful countess of }’l iteii,*’ cre.itiMl 
Counters of Darlington. She had a d.i ligh- 
ter, Lady Ilowe, by the king, tb curo isly 
ciiled her •• nit ce.’’ .Mr. Secretaiy t’r iggs, 
the frieiiil of Pope, was the reputed gailant 
of tiie countess. His tather had h-. en fool 
man to lady Mary Mordauril, and c mti- 
dential agent of the duke of Marib . rough 
in his amours and money atf'iirs. Both 
the ('raggs were Hpeculatois in .*^outli-s»M 
stock, as well as the duchess of Kendal and 
her nieces, as will lie seen by reference to the 
Occurrences (ante p. 116.')). Neither of the 
Cr.iggs long survived the disappoint iiiiuit 
and exj osure of the South -sea affair. It is 
of young Lraggs, who seems to have btu n 
both amiable and athletic, that lady M iry 
ndates the ludicrous adventure of being 
carried up stairs *’Iike a sock of wheat.’’ 
and left br athless in the royal presence. 

The amorous liaisons of (ieorgo 1. were 
very numerous : besides those mentioned, 
lord Orford states that he was about form- 
ing a ne AT Connexion with Miss Brett, when 
he was carried off' by anilpoplectic stroke. 

• lairil \VliariiC.li(re*ii liClteri of l,;»ly Mary Woi I 
b*y Muoligti, i, llO. 
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Not living with the queen, his court natur- 
ally becaine the resort of the prominent li- 
centiousness of hisown and former reigns. It 
is related of the witty lady DorclK-ster (Or- 
ford’sWorksyiv. 3 16), the mistress of Jann s 
II., tliat happening to meet the duchess of 
l^)rtsmouth and lady Orkney at the draw- 
iiig-rooni of George 1., she exclaimed ‘‘God! 
who could have thougiit that we fliree 
u< should have met here Lady Ork- 

ney was the favourite mistress of king Wil- 
liam, and Dean Swift says “ the wisest 
woman he ever knew.’’ 

It was hardly j>os}sihle that the occur- 
rences of this reign would l.e intelligible 
without a brief advertence to its secret b.s- 
tory. The mistresses 4)f print s have often 
more intluence on pul-lic measures than 
tln ir wives. Lor<l Halifax is deiciilied as 
seeking the t^ea^u^er's staff by luriilshing 
luadame Kilmansegg with money anil a 
li>ver.’’ — l^aid 3Iethuen,ayoung and hand- 
sniue hod of the tri-asury"'. 8uch practices 
and the conduct of Ge ugel. require to he 
judgi'd by a moral siaudaid ddfeicnt from 
the preseut. Tiie couits of the ( outiiieut 
were at this peiiotl places of gross ile- 
lauch* ry aud ntrociouH crimes, 'fhe treat- 
ment of queen I lorot hea, and the tragical end 
oi roiint Kou'g>mark, himself an assassjn, 
tolerated lu the electoral eouif, are uccui- 
rema s strangely repulsive to mudera iio’ioii^ 
.\il F.mo] 0 would shudtler at such a judi- 
cia. sacniiee as ti<at asciiheil to Peter the 
Gi. at. (’hrisiiiia of Sweden orden d the 
murder of lier srcietary in the palace of Fon- 
tainebleau, without llu* French authorirns 
taking any cognizance of the .itfair, though 
oi pui-lic not- riety.ortlii* ex-qm on iuougex- 
j‘f l» (i from Fiance. In iMigland '•tu-h cii.ues 
eoiild ni t lui'M* he« n ])erpi tra1ed wiih iiii- 
])iiniiy. Stdl, though fast-days an-l thanks- 
eiMiig days were mucii more in vogue than 
at prtMMi, maniu rs were more opi nly in- 
ilicorous and licentivM.s. Most men of U*t- 
teis eithi-r had kept mistresses, or liviil lui 
t'Mins <;f intimaey w:th ll'ose of otheis. 
F» j>e ai.d Martha Hioniit have aUv.iy> been | 
ecied, and it is well known he w ts an- 
il ic oils enough to make a deciatatiim ” 
to lady Mary Woitley Monuigu. (on- 
gii ve was understood to have hien iheg.il- 
l-mt of Henrietta, duchess of Marlhon ugh, 
will) ^vas vain of liie connexion. Prior, 
who ma<le himsi-lf generally agreeable, has 
hum reproached with speiuling h 8 nights 
'vith ‘‘a pool little alehou.se*keep«r’8 wife.*' 
Dt-an Swift's amours were disgusting, being 

th selfish and sensual. 

STATUTKS IN THIS HKION. 

1 Geo. I., stilt, ‘2, c. 5. For preventing 

, * ford \V)iuriu;lifr(*'fl Lettcrii of Lady Mary 
•Vortley Montagu, i. ilC. 
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tumults and riotous assemhhes, and the 
more effectual punishing of rioters. 

C. 6. To restrain waggoners, carriers 
and others from drawing any carriage with 
more than four horses in length. 

C. 14. Militia act; and for obliging an 
annual account to be made of trojihy money. 

C. 13. For preventing fresh fish taken 
by foreigners from being imported ; for the 
preservation of tlie fry of fish ; for allowing 
the import of lobsters and turbots in foreign 
bottoms ; and for the preservation of salmon 
in Fkigland. 

C. IfO. For discouraging disaffection in 
Scotland. 

f’j. 38, Srptrnnial jlci ; for repealing 
the triennial provision of 6 and 7 VV. and M. 
c. 2, h. 3, and enabling parliaments to sit 
seven years. 

C. 48. To encourage the planth g of 
timber trees, and prevent llie luirnmg of 
woods. 

C. 5o. Obliging papists to register their 
names and real estau s. 

C. 5(). Disabling any person from being 
chosen a memheror sitting in the house of 
commons wdio has a peosiou for any num- 
ber of years from the crown. 

3 (»eo. 1., c, 10. For better levying the 
tenths of the cloigy. 

C. 1 For better regulating tl.e oflice of 
tdrvrdi*, anil asceriaining their fees. 

1’. 21. Allowing the export of Irish 
linen to the plantativuis. 

4 fieo. 1., c. 11. Fov punishing hur- 
gl.iiy and roboery. and exporteisof wool. 

1. PrirtiSe Ad; en.ihisng (tcorge 
Buhb, esq., (af erwards hud Meicoinh, tiie 
aiitlior oi tia! I)i iry.j to change his surname 
lo DiHhngton. 

5 (tco 1., c. 4. Fur strengthen. ng the 
Piutestant interest. 

C. 27. To prevent the seducing of ar- 
tificers. 

6 Geo. I„ c. For better securing the 
dependency of Ireland on the crown of 

1 Fog I nd. 

7 (leo. I., c. 7. l\i ei. courage the wool- 
len ami silk mamilacturis. and for more 
effectu.iriy t-mploynig the po ^r by pvolubit- 

I lUg tho use of ail pnnteil, piinud. or 
I s ained caiiees in apparel, household stutl, 
or furnitu;e. 

ih 12. For employing the manufaetur- 
eis, ami eucuiiraging the consumfiion ol 
raw silk and inoliair yarn, by pi\>lubinng 
I the wearing of buttons ami lmltim-hoic> 
made of cloth, serge, or oilier stnils. 

h Geo. 1.. c. Id. For taking olf tlie duty 
on salt user! in the curing ot w hite Iie«Tii)g.s. 

U Geo. I., c. r. For amending the Ij vvs 
relative to the settlement, employment and 
relief of the poor. 

V. )*'<. For aholFliiiig Iht privileges of 
the Mint in Southwark. 
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10 Ge<^ I., c. 17. For prevealinj^ tlioft 
ami tapiiie on the uurtheru borders of 
Kurland. 

11 Geo# I„ c. 24. For re^uiatinj^ the 
manufactoraof Hoth in the West Ridiup^ 
of Yorkshire. 

XJ. 28. For rcnriilating build iuijs, and 
preventing mischief by fire in the metropolis. 

1*2 Geo. I., c. 12. Keguhitiitg tlie sale 
of beer in the metropolis. 

13 Geo. I., c. 23. For preventing dis- 
putes re^pecting wages in the woollen ina- 
nnfactuie.aud limiting time of prosecutions 
when wages are paid i;»thei'wise than in 
money. 

C. 24. For preventing frauds in the dye- 
ing trade. 

TAXESj REVENUE^ AND DEUT. 

Some financial events occurred in this reign 
deserving of notice. By the annual land- 
tax bill the estates of papists and nonjurors 
were taxed double. But not satisfied with 
imposing that burthen, the parliamenL in 
1722, laid the additional sum of 100,0(10/. 
upon their real aud personal proj>crty# and 
to prevent evasion, specific sums were a.H- 
sesse<l upon each county aud upon some of 
the cities of the kingdom. The tax not- 
withstanding produced only 06,000/. 

The prodigality of ministers in the ma- 
nagement of "the civil-list revenue was such 
that a great debt accumulated. In order 
to procure some assistance fur discharging 
it without imposing any new aid fur that 
purpose, two companies, called the Royal 
K.xchange and London Assurance compa- 
nies, were established, each of which agreed 
to pay 300,000/., for the use of the king. 
This was bubsequeutly reduced to 150,000/. 
each. 

The customs, excise, and stamps increas- 
ed, but nut materially, during this tranquil 
jieriod. At the time of the king's death, 
the public revenue produced, on u medium 
of four years, as fellows : — 


Customs • • « 1,530,361 

Kxcise • . . 1,027,354 

Stamps . • . 132,665 

Dtity on houses and wimlovts 1.31 ,01 1 
Hackney coaches and chairs 9,523 

Hawkers and pedlars . 8,055 

6t/. per pound on places and 

{M-nsions • • 31,524 

Fust- fruits and tent :>« . 16,437 

Tost-otlice . • 75.545 

Salt duty . . 185,5(^5 

Small branches of the civil- 

list revenues . . 55,b02 

Taxes under the name of 

the general fund • 58,753 


Total appropriated re ven tie £4 ,162, 627 


£. 

Brought forw ard 4 , 1 62 , 6 27 

Land-tax at 4«. . 2,000,000 

Malt, 6d. per bushel 750,000 

Total . £6,912,()27 

Kxclusive of 130,000/. for deficiencies 
in the malt and land-tax in 1726. 

A financial operation was carried into effl ct 
in 1716, which reduced the interest of the 
public debt. All those taxes which had from 
time to time been granted fi>r the pay- 
ment of various annuities \^ere at once made 
perpetual, and directed to be paid into three 
great funds. The interest of the public 
debt was reduced from six percent, to five. 
And whatever sarpiuses might remain after 
paying the reduced interest were orderetl tti 
be thrown into a fourth fund, culled the 
iinhng fundy because it was disigiud to pay 
off' the principal and interest of Mich debt 
as had been contracted prior to 1716. 

By this operation the interest was re- 
duced, while the capital of the debt remain- 
ed at nearly the same amount us at the 
accession of George I. The following is 
a statement of principal and interest on the 
31bt of Deccmt)er, 1714 and 1727 ;— 

r KIN Cl PA I.. INTr.HEST. 

1 7 14~-£53 ,681,076 £2,811, 911 1 

1 727— £52 , 092, 235 £2,303 ,564 

COMUKUCK AND SHIPPINU. 

The foreign disputes of George I.’s reign 
were short and unexpeusive, and little in- 
terrupted the progress of comiuiejcc. i'api- 
tal apjiears to have been adequate to the 
wants of trade, as the luercuulile rate of 
interest fell to three per cent., and govorn- 
ment seldom borrowed at more than lour. 
Several impolitic restraints on the export 
trade of the country were abolished. The 
free export of dlntish-iuado linen was ul- 
lowid in 1717; and four years after, an 
act was passed abolishing all cuNtoin dutii-s 
on the exportatiou of any goods or mi i- 
chaudise of the produce or manufacture of 
Great Britain, except on alum, lead, (ui) 
coals, and some otlier articles of le>s iui' 
portaiice; while ail sorts of drugs and 
foreign articles used in dyeing were admit- 
ted duty free. * 

Of Uornestic manufactures those of iron, 
brass, and copper, were considered the tbinr 
in extent, and mid (Chalmers* Kstimate. 1 07 ) 
ta employ 23(l,(f00 persons. The silk ui.v 
nufoctuic. which had received u power! ul 
impulse from the immigration of Fremh 
prutestants, contiuued to prosper. In 1719 
the first mill for thruiriug silk was erected 
at Herby, by Sir Thomas Lorn be, and three 
years after the annual value of this manu* 
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facfuie was raised to 700,000/. Ltimbc, 
who had l)ecoine acquainted with his ma- 
chinery in Italy, received a parliamentary 
reward of 14,000/. fur the public service 
lie had rendered by its introduction into 
this Ciiuntry. , 

The year 1720 is meinin-able for the South 
Sea scheme, by which the nation was di- 
rerted fiom the rej;ular pursuits of iiidus> 
try to projects iif every imaj^inahle descrip- 
tion. As the lise, progress and teimiiiation 
of this national infatuation have been de- 
taihul ill the Occurrences, further notice of 
it is unnecessary. It was the first of those 
monetary crisises which subsequent evqnts 
will show to be of almost periodical oc<mr- 
leuce, and though extreii^Iy disastrous in 
llieir cuiise(juences. never impose any last- 
ing check on speculative avidity. 

'I’lu'ie was lio material increase in imr- 
iM!.tile shipping. Mr. Chalmers gives tl»e 
iiV'.iage lonuuge of llie vessels that cleaved 
outw.irds ill the three first ami three last 
3 ears of tlu* reign of iitorge I. From 1714- 

10, tie* average amount of toftnage of Kng- 

li h ships outwanls was 421.141 ; of fmeign 
2f»,j74 : value of cargoes From 

172t>-28. the average was 442,b.'»2 t"ii'-, 
Knghsh, ami 23.hol ions foreign j value of 
largoes, 7, >91,739/. 

MKN OV l.KTrEU.S, 

Aiiilrew Fletciier of Sahoun, an able in»li- 
tical writer and Stmts patriot, 

Ti lets and some <4’ liis .spei ches are pu!- 

11. shed, in iuie volume octavo, ei.tith d *' The 
Political Works of Andrew Fletciier, esq.’’ 
ile had Uen a pupil of bishop Iluruet. 
ami as a mode of providing for the vagrant 
])iuir ot Sc« tlaml, recomiiieiided the adoption 
‘ f .1 sv'siem ol piedi.d slavery > J*vheme 
whicli, piohahly, originated iii his toocia>si- 
c 1 admiralion of the freedom of the ancient 
repiihlic.-i. 

Kohert South, celebrated f »r his •• Ser- 
inwiis,” 11 vols. >^vo., and his controver.sy 
with Dr. Sherlock on the Tiiiiitv; 1(>4;>- 
irio. ^ 

Sinioii Ockley, an eminent Orientalist, 
1^78-1720. “The Histvary of the Ham- 
c ns,” 2 Vols. 8\o. ; “Life of Hai Ehdii 
Yorkdan “ lulroductio ad Ltnguan Oiieu- 

Thoinas Paptiel), eiptayist and author of 
“ J'lu Hermit.” I(i79-1717. 

George Farquhar.acleytrdrnmatic writer, 
lf)7.S 1707. “The Beaux Slratageui,” &c. 

Matthew Prior, poet, and political writer, 
lf'h4~1721. 

doseph Addison, a ]>opular, but r.itlu r de- 
<Hni«ig name iu English liiuralure, 1072- 
1719. “ The SpectAtor ' “Cato ; Defence 
ot lhe Christian Kehgion “The Free- 
nuklei “ Dialogues on Medals.*’ 

A’ichoiai) Howci uuiueiit dramatist and 
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poet, 167:3-1718. “Tamerlane;” “Jane 
Shore “ Lucan’s Pharsalia.” 

Sir John \'an\>iiigh, architect and ruc- 
cessful dramatist, 1672-^726. “The Pro- 
voked Wif<' ; ’ “The Confederacy.” 

Dr. Csilbert Burnet, a celebrateti English 
prelate and writer, 1643-1710. “History 
of the Reformat ion in England “ History 
of his Own Igtnes,*^ first published l.y his 
son ; “ Life arfd Death of the Earl of Ro- 
chester;” “ ►Exj)Obition of the tlurty-mne 
Articles.” 

Sit I-aac Newton, the most celebratt d of 
natural philosophers, 1642-1719. “Phi 
losophiae NaturalisPiincipia,”1683 ;*‘Atiih- 
metica Uiiivei-alis”’ 171)7. These were 
preculiMl by valuahlc papers in the Philo- 
•sophical Tran 'actions, cumrauiiicating the 
most important d scijveiies m optics, Hux- 
ions, &c. A conqilete edition of sir I»aac 
Newton's \v.)rks was published by Dr. 
Horsley. Loud. 1779,6 \ols. 4io. Sir Isaac 
li ft behind him an iinuiense mass of unpnh- 
dslied mam. scripts relative to chiMnology, 
cl inch bistoi') . kc.j which niter his deafli 
W’ere examined by a committee oi the roy.tl 
society ; hnt none were thought worth 
printing except his “ Oiiservations upon the 
projdncies of Daniel and ihe Apocalypse.” 

Jtdui Flamsteed, a celei rated practical 
astionomer, to whose elaborate tables sir 
Isaac Newton was nuich imKl)te<l ; If* lli- 
1719. *• On the true and appaient Diame- 

ti rs of all the Planets.** Iti.".! ; “ ICpheim ri- 
des,*' 1674 ; “ liist'dia Cade.stis Bntannica,*’ 
a posihumous woik, 3 voU. f *lio. 

SI ah; ok lui: i\ 

1 3'he distress occasioned hy a sncci ss on of 
j l ad seasons, tl.e decay of tiaile. and ’lie i;n- 
j I ovensliing wars of William lil.and ipueii 
; Anne, attracted attention tv) the destnnle 
'• st.ite t f the ] Oor. In D)97 the ci hhi atid 
I Ji-hn l^ocke, ill his c.vpacity of t'oe i f tl.e 
i ci'iiun:s>ioners of tl.e beard of iiade, eu w 
up a report on llie state t4’ the pour, i-t \' inch 
he expiessed an opimon th 4 one l:alf of 
ihose who receive parish aid are ai ie to get 
llicir bvelil'.ootl. He lecommi iide<l a s: in t- 
er enforcing (f the vagrant laws, anil t e 
establishing of working schools lor tie,- ein- 
ph»ying of those who are able hut unwiiiing 
to labour. 

The ye.ir 1698 w'as signalised by the i s- 
1 lablsshmeiit of Chanty Schools hw the i.i- 
i struclieii of children who could nut o.l.er- 
I w ise nl'taiu the benefits of education. 4lu y 
jorlgiuatid in the heueVfi*r.ce ol a lea 
j iiulividue.ls in 1 o jdou.aiul speedd\ becan e 
groat iaveiuites with lln conimemty. io - 
\ side> ill'll iictnig elnldreii m rea*!i.;g^ wiit- 
iiig.:ind cipheiing, they also cloiluti tin n ; 

! apprenticed tlie hoys to trade:-, and piepaie»l 
the gills tor domestic service, i he trustees 

*2 C 
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of charity schools formed themselves into a 
voluntary association in 1 700, and formed 
rules for their better regulation. 

In 1704 the celebrated Daniel Defoe 
published an address to parliament, entitled 
“ Giving alms no charity,” in which he la) s 
down the following positions : — There is in 
Kngland more labour than hands to per> 
form it ; and, consequently, a want of peo- 
ple, .not of employment. ‘2. No man of 
Huuntl limbs and senses can be poor, merely 
for want of work. 3. All workhouses, cor- 
porations, and charities for employing the 
poor, and sotting them to work, are public 
nuisances which ittcrease the poor. That 
there is a taindance of employment, he proves 
by the ditfieulty of enlisting men for the 
arii.y. He considers the improvidence of 
the joor a ] riiicipal cause of their wretch- 
edness. *• We are,” says he, “the most 
/aztf diiitjtnt people in the world: there is 
nothing more frequent than for an English- 
man to Work till he has got his pocket full 
of money, and then go and be idle or per- 
haps drunk till it is all gone.” Defoe’s 
observations on the tendency of employ- 
ing the poor in workhouses, being to lessen | 
empluym« nt out of them, appear unanswer- 
able, and have formed the st.tple of all the 
arguments sulisequently employed on the 
same subject. It is, however, Justly ob- 
served by Mr, Ruggies, that, although 
Di'foe f) retends that he could jtropose a 
regu'ation of the pour wldch wcaild put a 
stiip to poverty, beggary, parish asse.ss- 
ments, and the like ; he wavt s the perform- 
ance of his promise, for this very inaderjuate 
reason; because he will not ‘^jjresiime to 
lead a bo<ly so august, so wise, and so ca- 
jjalde, as the honourable lu»ijj,e iif coiniiiuns,'’ 
to whom his treatise is a<ldressed. 

Only one .statute of importance, affecting 
the poor, was paNsed in the reign ol George 
J. To check the facility witli which jus- 
tices had granted orders for jiaruchial relief, 
the Dth Geo. 1. c. 7 enacts, that no person 
shall be relieved, till oath be made before 


a justice, of reasonable cause, and till the 
applicant has applied to a vestry, or two 
overseers, and been refused relief, and the 
justice has sununoued the overseers to show 
cause why such relief was not given. It 
also provides that the jiarish itthcers, with 
the consent of the major part of the parish- 
ioners, may purchase or hire any house in 
the parish, and contract with persons for 
the lotlgingj employing^ and keeping of potir 
persons. Many parishes immediately avail- 
ed themselves of tlie power to farm out 
their tH)or, granted b) the act. 

Immediately after the introduction of the 
woKKiiousK sYSTKM, sucli was the aversion 
of the poor to the coiiHiiement and em- 
ployment it subjected them to, that the 
number of claimants for paiish aid was, in 
most places, reduced a half. Besides re- 
ducing the number of paupers, the work- 
houses appear at first to have maintained 
them at a much lo ver rate than they could 
be supported by weekly pensions at their 
own bouses, Hefore the erection ef a 
workhouse at Hampstead, in the year 1727, 
the prior received from (^d, to3.ir. (yd. each 
person, in out-pensiuns ; in the bouse they 
cost abo»it two shillings a week each per- 
son. i)f the u.sual expense of maintHimng 
.1 paupi r in the reign of George J. an es- 
timate may he formed from the following 
particulars ; 

At Ilanslope, in Huckinghamshire, in 
1724, the average cost of the diet, lodging, 
and maintename of each person in the 
workhouse was l.«. Ot/. weekly. 

At Webthain, in Essex, the average 
m iintenance of each person for a year in 
the workhouse was five pounds. 

The diet in Stroud u.khimse cost I v. 
a week each j'i^rson. 

In St. George's, Haiiover-square, in 1730, 
154 poor were bidgerl and dieted four weeks 
for 5.)/. 1#. 7d.f Of nearly D. weekly 
for each. 

In St. Giles’s, BloOinsbur)', the diet of 
a pauper in 1727 co.st li. 7Jf/. a week. 


GEORGE II. A.D, 1727 TO 1760. 

TfiE introductio* to the reign of George I. wouli^ in its chief features 
apply to his successor. Bulh princes were foreignm bv birth, language, 
habits, and sentiiuenls. In their personal qualities, in nonesty and tena- 
city of purpose, in a love ol justice and aversion to tyrannic violence, in 
])arsinnniiou8ne88 of disposition, in subserviency to factious and venal 
ministers, in German predilections, in busy meddling with and cbanipiuU" 
fillip of neighbouring states, there are between them no ^ints of contrast. 
It is only therefore the events and occurrences of this reign, not thecharnc- 
iei* of the prince, that call for specific delineation. Individually the king 
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was a yeoman^ choleric and sturdy, illiterate and tasteless, of narrow and 
inveterate prejudices, without any prominent excellence or defect in intel- 
lect or inaunera to remove him from the ordinary level of humanity ; and it 
is the adventitious circumstance of being the sovereign of three kingdoms 
that renders him an historical personage. 

Ill the comparatively tranquil period of half a century the country gradu- 
ally recovered from the exhausting wars of king William and queen Anne. 
Of the thirty-three years of the present reign only thirteen were years of 
war, the remainder of peace and prosperity ; and the hostilities which twice 
interrupted the progress of the community neither seemed to originate in 
any imperative claim of national honour or advantage. 

llie war of George II. began with Spain in 1739; it continued 
with that power singly during four year.'^, and then became a continental war 
of more general hostilities, and was concluded by the peace of Aix-la- 
Clmpclle in 1748. 'I'his war was without adequate cause. Ostensibly the 
protection of British commerce, and the vindication of the national honour 
iusuhed hy the guarda-costas of Spain, were the pretexts for hostilities. But 
these dilfcrences might have been amicably adjusted, had not the turbulent 
spirit of the people, satiated hy the enjoyments of a long peace, been in- 
lliiined by tlie artifices of a pavliameutary opposition, who saw in the ad- 
vent of war the downfal of tlqj pa ' ific administi atiijn of Sir Robert Walpole. 
Such was the clamour raised on tin* alleged outrages perpetrated by the 
Spaniards on our ships and seamen that the ininisier, contrary to his better 
judgment, was precipitated into hostilities ; and as the war was hastily begun 
it was ingloriously concluded. Our Debt was considerably augmented, but 
except crippling the navy of France, and supporting the succession of Maria 
Theresa to the imperial throne, no object was gained. Even the right of 
search, which was the chief, if not the only ground of the contest with Spain, 
was conceded to that kingdom, or at least not mentioiu d at the peace. 

It ought however to be recorded to the credit of the country that we 
adhered to the Pragmatic Sanction, and were the only European power that 
liad the good faith to observe tliat famous German etlict. Prussia unt’airly 
attacked the young (picini, and in utter disregard of their engagements wilii 
iier father the emperv)r Charles VI., France, Spain, Sardinia and Bavari i, 
jniiu d in the confederaev. It was an instnietivc in^talU’e of tiie inutility 
of those treaties of guarantee, in which so much diplomacy is oftcnwasted 
to hind nations contrary to their jinssions or their interests. 

The next uas a colonial war. It began in 1755, about the rcs[>ective bound- 
aries of France and England in America, and was jirotracted into the mv\t 
icign. T hough frivolous in origin, and disastrous lu its early progress, it 
terminated triumpliantly. Canada was conquered from the Frcneh and an- 
nexed to England ; their settlements in Africa and Asia destroyed ; and the 
lonndation of a vast empire laid in the East by the courage of Clive, atson, 
Pocockc, Lawrence, Coote, and other able and enterprising British otlieevs. It 
was only in this contest England discowred her strengtli, I older the jiru- 
hent ministry of Walpole her resources during a lengthened peace luul been^ 
steadily accumulating, and now that they were directed by the energies ot 
die lirst William Pitt her might was felt in every corner of the globe. Still 
»he could not boast of continental victories, neither in this nor the iornier 
At Fontenoy her honour was saved but the battle lost. Thcl^re.n h, 
when again opposed to the duke of Cumberland twelve yeais alter, d d not 
repeat the error whicli saved the English monarch at Dettingen, By supe- 
rior generalship they compelled his Highness to conclude the ignmninious 
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convention of Closter Seven ; the disgrace of which Pitt tried to retrieve 
by a breach of faith in evading the terms of the capitulation. Our ally, 
tlie king of Prussia, after the most extraordinary vicissitudes of for- 
tune, was driven from his capital and all but annihilated at the close of the 
present reign. 

The relations of George II. with this prince were singular. In the for- 
mer war he was our enemy, the gallant queen of Hungary the popular idol, 
and the great Frederick, persecuted with every term of opprobrium ; in the 
latter the philosopher-king became our “ magnanimous ally,” and every 
year the populace of London commemorated his birth-day by fire-works and 
iiluniinations. The contradictory objects of the two continental wars have ex- 
posed our foreign policy to severe animadversion : in the first we sought 
the aggraiuliscmeut — in the second the abasement of the house of Austria; 
and these coniiictive results were sought to be justified on the pretext of 
maintaining the balance of power in hhiropc. But by what mode the ad- 
vance of Prussia from insignihcancc into a jirimary state could preserve tlie 
exact European jioise, on which England’s salvation was represented to 
de])cnd, remained an unsolved riddle. 

England being the umpire, or European constable, had formed an iiulis- 
])ensable condition of foreign policy since the accession of king William. 
Contrary, liowever, to the legitimate functimi of our assumed ollice, our 
meddling was more frequently the cause of national quarrels being fomented 
or at least protracted, than of the general peace being maintained. Not- 
withstanding the enormous sacrilices our foreign interventions had imposed 
on the nation, the system had never once been abandoned since the revolu- 
tion. In the present reign Wolfcnbuttel, Hesse Cassel, and other jietty states 
were kept constantly in the ])ay of England, each stipulating to furnish a 
contingent of troops at ouv bidding. These subsidy-treaties were unceas- 
ingly denounced by the party in ojiposition ; they were the great theme (jf popu- 
lar vituperation ; but no sooner did whig, tory, or hybrid atttiin power, t.han 
they followed the course of their predecessors. It was, in fact, the secret 
of royal favoiir. The indulgence of the king’s conceit about the Germanic 
balance was a principal means by which \Valpo\c so long maiulained his 
autlioritv; and tlie Leicester- Iiousc coterie, though wliilc uiu of jilaco they 
reprobated Walpole’s policy, no sooner superseded him than tlicy empliiyed 
tlie same tali.sinan ; with this dillcrciicc, that wl'at was before cliielly the 
idol of the king and his courtiers, was made, by the eloquence of Pitt, the 
idol of the nation. 

The HCBELLio.N of 1*745 forms an interesting episode in the military 
events of this reign. It was a generous elh)rt for the unworthy scion of an 
iinfortiiiiate but unimprovable race. In 1741, soon after the breaking out 
of tlie Spanish war, the leading Jacobites held a meeting at Edinliurgh, 
where they formed an association to restore the Stuarts^. It was signed 
by seven persons, in imitation of the seven who signed the famous invita- 
tion to the prince >f Orange in 1088. Among them were, James Drum- 
mond, called the duke of Perth, Cameron of liochiel, sir James Campbell, 
and the faitliless lord Lovat, who in the rising of 1715 had made himself 
conspicuous by his zenhnis services in behalf of the electoral dynasty. 
Without foreign aid, success in this desperate enterprise was hardly within 
the limits of probability. It was more like a spirited irruption of ma- 
rauders, causing momentary terror, tlian an organised invasion for the over- 
throw of a powerful kingdom. The established government was unpo- 
* Lord John HusseU’ii Memoirs of the Affairs of £urope> ii. 22 L 
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pillar from its corruptipns, and the reigning family from its German in- 
terests and repulsive demeanour ; but its sway was mild and constitutional ; 
and it is evident, from the numerous voluntary associations formed to resist 
the insurgents, that the people were too thoroughly Protestant and en- 
lightened to seek a remedy for existing grievances in the intolerance and 
despotism of a popish sovereign. Thirty years had elapsed since the 
former attempt ; in the interval had arisen a new pretender and a new 
generation, hound by weaker ties and recollections : add to which the fact 
that no large section (either lay or clerical), even of the torics, were now 
hardy enough to maintain the exploded doctrine of indefeasilde legitimacy, 
and there is enough to account for the general iniliflerence with which this 
ill-concerted expedition was received. It will be seen from the list of exe- 
cutions and forfeitures in the Occurrences, tliat many iligliland chiefs, who 
gallantly staked their lives and fortunes in the cause, were involved in its 
disastrous issue. 

Notwithstanding the ill success of 1715 and 1745, the duke dcChoiseul, 
in 1770, projected anotlicr attcm})t to restore the exiled family''^. But 
Charles Edward had then hccomc enervated by his vices, and offered to the 
world a very humiliating spectacle of fallen greatness. lie was indeed, as 
well as his father, less worthy of respect than the contemporary Brunswick 
kings. Without absolutely \yaiUing capacity or courage, both princes gave 
evidence of their paternity, “by constantly resisting the counsels of wise 
men, and yielding to those of pricstst.’’ 

Tlie coiistitutional events of this reign were not of prominent interest. 
Whig ascendancy continued, and public men were divided only by struggles 
for ])owcr, not the conflicting claims of prerogative and legislation, the 
boundaries (jf which had been settled. A longer residence in England had 
made George 11. more familiar with our language and constitution than 
Ins predecessor ; still he was so much of a stranger as to he very dependent 
on tlie ministers assigned him by* a parliamentary majority, and seems to 
luivc been generally indifferent to any fpicsticn of government beymid the 
interest of his electoral dominions, which he pertinaciously stood up for, 
and successfully promoted, by the successive agency of his chief servants, 
Walpole, Pnitcncy, Pelham, Newcastle, Granville, and Pitt, the future carl 
of Chatham. 

Both the executive and jropnlar branches of the cons^tnlion accpiired 
strength. A standing army, in peace, of 1(3,000 or 17,000 men had now 
become an accredited portion of the public cstahlislnnents. The Scotch 
rebellion, the ])rcvalence of disaffection, and the absurd fear of a descent 
by the French in flat-hottomcd boats afforded plausible reasons for the 
maintenance of this unconstitutional force. But some men of inilcpcndcni 
])rinciples tried to supersede the regular army by a national militia, under 
the authority of the crown, hut coiniminded by gentlemen of landed estate, 
and not liable to he marched out of its proper county exco])t in war. This 
scheme was reluctantly adopted by the government in 1757 ; hut the na- 
tion never reaped the anticipated fruit ; for, in lieu of the army being dis- 
banded, it was kept up in undiminished force, and the militia became an 
auxilitry to it, in place of a substitute. 

The increase of the revenue and of revenue laws summarily administered, 
aegmented the influence of the crown. But the undisguised |)rae(ice of 
parliamentary corruption, and the retention by the government in its pay 

♦ Wraxairs Memoirs of my Own Time, i. 300. 

+ Hal. Const. Hist., iii, 340-3rd edit. 
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of a body of hireling public writers, were still more dangerous to civil 
iil)erty. Sir Robert VValpole Has been exposed to the greatest obloquy for 
these practices. No specific case of corruption was ever brought home to 
him ; still the coarse, mercenary spirit of the man, and his avowed senti- 
ments, are sufficient to sanction the imputation, were it not directly esta- 
blished by the lavish expenditure of secret-service money during his ad- 
ministration, and the refusal of Scrope and Paxton, the one secretary, the 
other solicitor to tlie treasury, to answer questions put to them relative 
to sums that had passed through their hands. Both Mr. Hallam and lord 
John Russell seem to admit the corruption of this minister, but the latter 
douhts whether his government was more so than that of the half century 
which preceded or folhnved it*. Jlie direct bribery of parliament is sup- 
posed to have continued to the end of the American warf. 

The ]K)pular power was clnefly strengthened, first, by the passing of a 
Place Bill, which had the efiect of reducing tlie enormous number of the 
dependents of tlic court in the house of commons. Next by the publication 
of tile parliamentary debates. This began in the last reign, in Boyer’s 
Annual Register, and was continued monthly in this, in the Gentlenian’s 
Magazine, which commenced in I'lJl. Being in direct violation of a reso- 
lution of the commons passed in 1729, it was very stealthily ventured upon, 
and the initials and final letters of the speakers’ names only wore printed. 
It was evidently considered a bold experiment, either to report the speeches 
or reflect on the conduct of inihlic men ; for it is ohservahle in the contem- 
porary History of England, hy Dr. Smollett, that the names are given with 
similar precautions, when he comments on the character or measures of tlie. 
chief men of the administration. 

Lastly, the growth of commercial opulence augmented the influence of 
the middle orders. It does not apjiear many commercial families liad 
reached the peerage, but the mercantile intcre.st formed a distinct ])halanx 
ill the house of commons, headed by sir John Bernard, an able financier 
and eminent merchant of London. By the qualification act of queen Anne 
the territorial aristocnicy sought to preserve their parliamentary ascendancy, 
but the smaller boroughs having become a marketabh^ commodity, rich ca- 
pitalists found an easy entrance to the legislature. This was first observed 
in the general electiuns of 1747 and 1751 ; but though hrihery had been 
prevalent since the revolution, Mr. llallam thinks (Const. Hist., iii. 402,) 
Hcitlier corruption nor the sale of scats, like any other property, was openly 
practised till near the end of the reign of George 11. 

A domestic event of deep interest is the rise of Mi':Tiioni.s.w, which soon 
branchofl into two denominations of religionists, under their res\)ective. 
leaders, Wesley and Whilefield — regularly ordained priests of the established 
church — the first of them adopting the Arniinian, the last the Calviiiistie 
dogmas of theology, corresponding in this respect to the Jansenists and 
Molinists of France. Professing still to adhere to the communion of the 
church of England, of which they prided themselves in being the only ge.- 
nuinc members, thc^ purposed to erjgraft, like St. Francis, Dominic, and 
Ignatius I^oyola, on tlu- part.nt establishment a stricter and more spiriuial 
discipline ; and for which hoiy office of regeneration they believed iliein- 
selves specially appointed by the “call” of the Almighty. Zealous cll’orls 
were made to promulgate the new doctrines among the American colonists ; 
and in 1739 the fervid eloquence of Whitefield began to attnict public atten- 

* MeinoirH of the Affairs of Kiirope, ii. 472. 

t Hal. Const. Hist., iii. 354. 
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tion in Enf?land, especially by his successful appeals in the open air to the 
colliers of Kingswood, near Bristol. The practice of field-prcaching being 
found eminently jiopular and effective, it was adopted in Moorfields, on 
Kennington common, and other places in the neighbourhood of London. 
Tiie Methodists rapidly increased, and some respectable but mistaken zea- 
lots recommended that the government should interfere to check these novel 
ebullitions of enthusiasm. Except, however, some excesses of the multi- 
tude at Taunton and a few other towns, no effort was made at coercion. 
Toleration* was the leading policy of the time, and it is a well-known and 
memorable declaration of George II. that “during his reign there should 
be no persecution for conscience sake.*’ The beneficent intention of the 
monarch being seconded by the wisdom of his ministers, and the forbear- 
ance of the Anglican prelacy, the notions of the new sectaries were left, as 
all new notions should, to their own merits and the interpretation of the 
community. It was an age of inquiry— if Fanaticism was abroad, there 
was also an active spirit of intelligence and philosophy. Pope, Addison, 
Bolinghroke, Swift, and Halley in England; Montesquieu, Voltaire, Rous- 
seau, D'Alembert, Leibnitz, Euler, and the Bernouillis on the continent, 
deservedly excited more interest than kings, or their satellites of noisy 
politicians and pestilent warriors. 

It was also, as will be rqiparent from the statistical details at the end of 
this reign, a period of slow but sh'ady industrial improvement. Shipping 
increased; the ports and harbours of the kingdom were multiplied or 
rej)aired ; agriculture, commerce, and the maniifacturing arts flourished. 
Under inimert)us enclosure acts the waste lands were reclaimed, new roads 
were opened and old ones improved, bridges were erected, and numerous 
rivers widened and deepened for facilitating internal communication ; vast 
fjuaiititics of corn were annually cx))orted. The balance of payments, in 
return for the excess of o\ir exports in grain and other conmioditics, kept 
up the circulation almost without the aid of a paper currency. Commercial 
interest ran steadily at three per cent. The prices of the public securities 
rose above ]mr, so that ministers were enabled to reduce the annuities by 
nffering the usual alternative to the creditors of cither, the payment of the 
[)rincipal or the acceptance of a lower rate of interest. The abundance of 
money caused many local improvements to be entered upon, especially in 
ilui capitals of London and Edinburgh. 

The condition of the great body of the people was good. Wheat in IToO 
wjis 32s. a quarter; malt 3v. a bushel. The wages of agricultural labourers 
were 6^. in winter and 7s. in summer. In 1 740, according to Mr. Barton’s 
lahlcs, the wages of carpenters, bricklayers, masons, plumbers, and other 
domestic artificers were 16^. weekly. Artificers’ wages fell a tritle, and 
wheat rose to 4 \s, ])er quarter, in 1760. 

Notwithstanding these favourable circumstances, the descriptions oi 
Smollett, Fielding, and other contemporary writers seem to imply a great 
mcrcase of crime and immorality in t\\i8 and the preceding reign. Assas- 
sinations, robberies, assaults, and incendiary fires were uimsually prevalent, 
and the people generally degraded by habits of intemperance, not, and de- 
bauchery. As the half century that hud elapsed from the death ot queen 
Anne was unprecedentedly pacific and prosperous, the causes of such anoma- 
lous results of great national advantages deservedly claim tlie investigation 
f^f the moralist and legislator. 
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EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

1727. June \-\, A messcnf^pi* arrives at first some cli antra appeared in ^ontempW« 
Chvlsea to inform sir Robert Walpole of tioii, and the king appeared disposed to 
the death of George I. ; iij)on whieh sir place his confidence in sir Spencer Comp- 
Robert repaired to their majesties at Rich- ton(alterwardsearl of Wilmington), sjieaker 
inond, and from thence attended them to of tlie house of commons ; but he di’clined 
Leicester-hoiise, where some of the privy- tlie responsibility of conducting the go- 
coui:cil had nssemltled. The same evening vernment, and sir Robert Walj ole being 
the kmg addressed the privy-councii, and steadily supported by queen Carolin *, he 
look the oath of security to the church of | was continued at the head of the admiiiis- 
Scotlaud. tration. Lord Townsheiul continiu-d to di- 

George II. was in the fui ly-fouith year of rcct the foreign affairs of the country, his 
his age. IJe married Sejiternber 2, 1705^ colleague, the duke of Newcastle, not being 
the j'liiicess Wilhelrnina Charlotte Caro-, eminent for official ability. Mr. Pelliam, 
fine, daughter to John Frederick, marquis I the duke’s brother, and seeietary-at-war, 
of Erandenhurgh Anspach, by wh(.m he had i was more esteemed for integrity of purpose 
two sons, Fiedevick Louis prince of Wales, ‘ than admired for talent. Lord ( hester- 
loin at Hanover, January .Ml, 1707, and; fiild, the ambassador at the Hague, and 
Wi iiam Augu^tus, born at London, April i soon afterwards lord-steward, began to at- 
15, 1721. .She had likewise home lour j tract notice by his vnrions accomplishments, 
princesses: namely, Anne, Amelia, (‘aro- ‘ J«ihn duke ot Argyle, coinmander-in-chief 
line, Mary, and Mas afterwards tieliveied i of the forces in Scotland, jiresented an 
of Loiiim, manied in the stquel to the ; uncommon union of civil and niibtary 
king of Denmark. The king had lived j ahilittes. So did lord Carteret, the viceroy 
upon indifferent terms MitliCieorge I. Hej of Ireland. At the head of the lories was 
is desciibed (Wliarncliffe’s Montagu Let- sir William Wyndham, a man of great 
ters, I. 117) as a ])rij.ce of fieiy temper, ! energy and e!o(p:ence. Shippen, who had 
M’ith little iliscretioii j but ho was much’ earned the prefix of ‘‘ lionest,'^ was calm, 
governetl l)y the queen, who with g<odl shrewd, saicastic, and clever in finance, 
terni, or tolerated his marital infidelities. I Mr. William Pulteney (afterwards carl of 
15. (icorge II. proclaimed king. j Jiath) possessed great natural talents, 

If). Orders issued for a general n.ourning. i highly cultivated. He and his consiu 
22. Gerald de Chancy, lord Kiii>ale, ini Damtl, loth of whom ibrnuily htld clfice 
Ireland, was presented to the king, and j with Walpole, were consitlcn d the In ads of 
liad the liberty to assert the ancient right the follows rs of the late earl of Sunrieiland. 
id’ lus family, of being covered in his nia- ! It was with this section of whigs that Wal- 
jesty's j'resi'Uce. ' jude piuposed to foim an imiDii to crush 

27. Pailiament met, when the king ex- their tmy u]i| onents under the stigma of 
jires^ed bis determiiiaiioii to adhere to the Jacobites. Some of lord S'.uiderland’H 
jwjlicy of bis ]>Ielleces^or. friends, bt»we\iv, inheriting their leader's 

Si ATi; OF Faktiks. — At the king's ac- 1 hatred, refused to coalesce with him ; others 
cessnm the nafit ii had some leason towislij saw with envy the monopoly of powder iu 
for an aiteiaiioii ;.f mtasuies. IJaidiy ai.yj tin* hands of a private geuth niaii. In the 
jnogress luid been made ui tlie recm tarn nl i conr.'-e of upjiosition these malcnment uhigs 
tlie jinblic deijt. The kingdom was in- ! joined tlie tniies. Toe mass of opposition, 
vohed in alab.rintb wf treaties and con- | too, which at the c« mmencement ot tins 
veiitions, by which it stood engaged, in pe- j n*ign began to be organised again^t ^Val- 
cuniary sui^sidies, to many powers upon j.oie’s ministry, was ton her augmented by 
the Continent, with whom iti real inteitsts a Mitall body'of independent meml>e»s, of 
could never be connected. Dangerous eii- \vhorn the d stingnished merchani sir J. hii 
cruijchmeufs had been made in the consti- Bernard, the member for London, was the 
tuiion by the rejieal of the tr’‘*nniai act j leader. 

by Irequent suspensions : the habeas cor- Jv/tj 3. Resolved that a civil-list of 
j.us art ; by repealing clam in i lie act of 800,000/, be granted flie king; la ing an 
Fctrlement ; by votes ot credit ; by baidfu- , mcrease ef 100,000/. over the Hbowaiice of 
ating the jieople to a stamling aimy ; a!id| hi.s jiredccessor, in consideration of his ma- 
above ad, by establisbiiig a sydem of par- jesty's large family. 

liamentary corruption, whii h imni ters car- 7. Resolved that a ].rovision be made for 
vied on by the misapp.ic.'.tinn of the civil- the queen, in case she sboJl survo elns ma- 
lid crown-lands, sen et-service money, and jesty, of 100,000/. per annum, during her 
1 f<e multiplication of places and peii.,joi)s. At life. 
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17. Parliament proroj^ued, l»is majesty 
first thaiilvin^ the commons for the ir liberal 
giants, and cxjiressiug his hapjiiness to see 
I hi* nation in a prosperous comlition, hold- 

i ig the balance ot* Europe, defending their 
just possessions, and vindicating the ho* 
xiour of the crown of Great Biitiiin. 

-Ih .John Byng, viscount Torringtoii, 
placed at the he. id of the admiralty, in the 
room of lord Beriveley. 

Auj. 7. Onkrs given by the Spaniards 
for making reprisals on the English in 
Aniiu ca. 

P.irliainent dissolved. 

23. Admiral Hosier died on board bis 
ship in Ame:ica. 

•J.'). Lientenant-gonernl Wade made 
r uninaiider-in-chiel of his maj*jsty*s forces 
in Great Britain. 

.Si’///. I. Tae body of George. I. interred 
ill tue night at Hanover. 

27. Allans* us Seluitz, e>rp appointed 

keeper of bis l^.lje^ty's privy ])urse. 

(h’t. 11. Tlie coronal ion of George II, 
and (pieeu Carol. ne solemnized at \Vest- 

ii lister. 

K). The tinners of Cornwall, provoked 
by a scarcity of coni, plundered the gra- 
naries. 

1728. Jan. 2:1. The new parliament met, 
and chose Arthur Onslow spe.iker. 'Ihe 
elections liad gone gre itly in favour of mi- 
nisters. and pi ace being estal)li>he(l both at 
lioaie and abroad, the session was void of 
interest, (iranis of subsidus to the states 
of Germ. my g.ive rise to snme debates, es- 
pecially one to the pet^y duke of Wolfen- 
l uttel, who gravely guaranteed to his Bri- 
tannic majesty the possession of liis three 
kingdoms, with .'lOUO men, on condition of 
ail annual subsidy of 20,000/. lor four 
lears! The absurdity of the treaty with 
this mighty potentate was such, that lord- 
ch.uiceli T King refusal to atlix the gieat 
seal to it, till ratilied by pariiament, and 
the money actually vuted. 

All address fora particular account 
of the sum of 250,000/. granted to the 
crown, having been presented to his ni.i- 
jed), sir Paul Methuen lepoited the king’s 
ans.ver, to the etfect that the said sum had 
been expended in strengtliening ailiunces, 
and fuliilling engagements of the u.most 
iniportauce to these kiugdums, and which 
ii'tpiiied the greatest secrecy; and therefore 
a particular account could not be gi\en 
without prejudice to the public .service. 

d/u/*. 1. A proclamation, promising a 
reward of 100/. for apprehending a street- 
robber within I.ondon or West minster, and 
live miles thereof, aliove all other rewards ; 
and promising a pardon to all persons wlio 
me accomplices, provided they shall not 
Have given a wound. 

Apr. 2:3. The king set out for Newmarket, 


accompanied by sir Robert Walpole and a 
numerous retinue of noblemen. Next day 
he dined in the hall of Trinit} -college, 
Cambridge, and made the university a 
present of 2000/., to defray the expenses of 
the entertainment. 

The preliminaries being adjusted be- 
tween the courts of (ireat Bntriiii and Spain, 
the siege of (hbialtar was raised, the British 
fleets recalled, and his majesty's plenipo- 
tentiaries, Stephen. Poyiitz, esq. and Wil- 
liam Stanhope, esq., set out for the con- 
gress, which was agreed to be held at Sois- 
soiis ill France, in order finally to adjust 
all matters in dispute between the contend- 
ing p.iities, by the mediation of France. 

About this time died Hr. John Wood- 
ward, who t?rected a professorship, for na- 
tural pliilo.sophy ill the university of Cani- 
hiidge, and left a handsome annual re- 
venue for the endowment of it. He also 
left the university the otH r of his collection 
of fossils and other natural cuiiosiiies, 
which they piirchaseil for 2000/., and con- 
stituted the Rev. Mr. Mason, of Trinity, 
the first profe.ssur. 

Maij 8. Vice-admiral Hopson, who com- 
manded the fleet on the coast of Spanish 
America, met with the fate of his predeces- 
sor admiral Hosier. He died on board his 
shij), in that unwholesome climate, which 
carried ofJ* not only the two admirals, but 
double the ships’ crews ; the ships were so 
eaten np with the worms, that it was will: 
difliculty they returned to Europe, where 
most of them were rebuilt, or broken up. 

13. 8inul’i./vu SuiciDK. — Counsellor 
\Ug.-n, formerlv secretary to the f.imous 
hanm Gorlz. and since baililf of Diepholt, 
shot himself through the head, having first 
written the following letter to the king of 
Great Britain : — 

*• Sire. — Before I api^roach the thront of 
the most higli (iod, it is incumiient upon 
me to beg your majesty to excuse me for 
quitting y»uir service, and living in one of 
your c.istle.s ; fate would have it so. Be 
ph ased, sire, to forgive me W'hat is amiss, 
and have compassion for me: lor I iuii in- 
war ly persuaded amf assured that (i d 
will have mercy iqionme where 1 am going, 
(iod send you a happy reign, [ l ids was 
written an hour before bis design was put 
in execution j 

(Signed) “ Sanvte/ FrcL Ifaqrn. 

P.S. Sire, — M V acci'iiiits of your nioiuT 
are very just and exact.*’ 

A papi T of the following teiiour also was 
left on his table ; — 

‘‘ I am quite weary of eating and d.mk- 
ing, weary of sliainming my creditois. 'u ,ii} 
of being bin the iisome to mv fiicnds, weary 
of being \exatious to niy enemies, and, 
lastly, tired with myself; auu therefore 1 
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loave the world with all the alacrity 
imaginable.’* He was buried in a new suit 
of clothes he had not worn till that day. 

27. Charles Leopold, duke of Mci klen- 
btirg, was deposed by the emperor, and his 
younger brother, duke Christian Lewis, was 
appointed administrator ol the duchy, with 
an allowance of 35, 000 dollars per annum. 
This deposition was protested against by 
some of the German states, and by the 
kings of England and France, as contrary 
to the coDstitutiuns of the em]>ire. 

28. Parliament prorogued after the royal 
assent had been given to some local and 
other acts. 

Jutte 1. The congress of Soissons meet, 
and the plenipotentiaties being all seated 
in elbow chairs at a round table, count 
Isintzendorf, the imperial ambassador, made 
a speech to the assembly; after him, car> 
diuul Fleury another; and tiien the several 
ministers produced their full powers. 

14. Treaty of Nipciioo ratified between 
Russia and China, by which the lH)uiidaries 
of the two empires are settled ; a Ru>sian 
resident at Pekin allowed, and 200 mer- 
chants allowed to trade to China once in 
three years. 

Sir William Wolsely, of Staffordshire, was 
drowned in his own coach, being overturned 
by a rapid stream of water, occasioned by 
a thunder-shower, which broke down a 
mill-dam just aUjve the road. The foot- 
man and horses were drowned, but the 
coachman saved himself by catching hold 
of an apple-tree. 

Aug, ,3, Ernest Augustus, prince of 
Brunswick, duke of York, and bishop of 
Osiiaburg, uncle to hi'i Britannic majesty, 
died. He was succeeded in the bishopric 
by the elector of Cologne, agreeably to the^ 
pactum by which Osiiaburg is alternately 
pun^iessed by u prince of the house of; 
Brunswick and that elector. 

15, The (jueen of Sarilinia died. She 
was daughter to the princess Henrietta, 
wife of the duke of Orleans, and u daughter 
of Charles I. 

The grand-jury of lUiddlesox jirescnted 
Mist*K journal, of t]ie 2-4th instant, as air 
infimous libel, reflecting on his majesty. 

A very rich lead iniue discovered near 
Inverlochy, in North Britain. 

Sept, .5. A royal pardon granted to the 
late earl of Mar 

28. A patent grant 1 to Henry Brown, 
esq. for the new inverii; ii of making can- 
nons, both in iron and brasS) much shorter 
and lighter, and winch, with les. powder, 
will carry farther than those of equal bote 
now in use. 

The assembly of Massachusetts colony in 
New England, having voted the sum of 
1 too/, to be paid to Mr. Burnet, their go- 
vernori for the current year, and 300/. to 


defray the charges of his journey from New 
York to Boston, he refused to receive the 
same, us contrary to his majesty’s instruc- 
tions, and insisted on a settled salary; for 
otheiwise, he observed, the governor must 
be always dependent on the assemlily ; and 
appealed to themselves, if the allowance for 
the governor had nut been sometimes kept 
back till other bills bad been consent- 
ed to. 

The Spaniards continued to make prizes 
of the English .*«hips in America, notwith- 
standing their signing the preliininavies for 
a suspension of hostilities, and agreeing to 
treat of a general peace at Soissons. 

Dr. Berkeley, dean of Derry, set sail for the 
Bi rmudiis with his family, and several rich 
relations and fiiends, with stores and goods, 
in order to settle there, and erect a college 
for the education of the natives of America ; 
hut met with so many difficulties, that he 
returuetl to Ireland again, where ho was 
advanced to a bishopric. 

Or/. 11. The duke de Ripperda made his 
escape from Spain, and arrived in Loudon. 

2(». Ad.vice that twri-thinis of the city of 
Copenhagen were hurnt down by a tire 
which began on the 20th instant, and la!;tetl 
three days. 

The streets of London and Westminster 
being very much infested l>) robbers, oidcrs 
were sent to the magistrates to endeavour 
to appieluud such felons, and to suppress 
the night-houNUS where they were harbour- 
ed ; and a reward of dO/. was promibed for 
apprehending any felon letuiiuil fiuin 
transportation, these being the most dcNpe- 
rate and barbarous of the street-robbeis. 
They are also required to suppress gaming- 
houses and giu-bhops, where idle an<l 
pilfering people resort. 

Aov. 1. An order of council, declaring 
tint upon any public mourning, no person 
bhould be required to put their couches, 
chairs, or servants in mourning. 

Dec. 4. Briiice Frederick uirived at St. 
James’s from llunuver. 

18. The plenipotentiaries being removed 
from Soibsons to follow cardinal Fle.;r\ 
and the court ol France, the negotiations 
were continued ut Fontaimblenu. 

1729. Jr///. 21. Bailiuun nt opened l y 
the king, who complaiu> of the dibdoiy 
proceedings of the congress iit Soissons. 
The prince of Wales was introduced into 
the house of iieers, uud to.dw tliu oaths and 
his seat. 

/'r6. 12. The grand jury, in their pre- 
sentment to the cotirt ol Kmg’s-l encli, 
complain of the pernicious increase ot gin 
shops, which harbour the vilest and mean- 
est ol the people ; of the increase of street 
beggars and atrocious Tnrimes ; they also 
presented “ the fashionable and wicked 
diversion called masquerade,” especially 
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that carried on at the King’s-theatre, Hay- 
market. 

18. Statk of the Prisons. — James 
Oglethorpe, esq., a member of the commons, 
having a friend in the Fleet-prison, named 
Castfl, an ingenious architect, whom he 
used to visit there ; and being informed 
that the hardships Castel suffered in that 
prison had been the occasion of his death, 
he moved that a committee be a[)pointod to 
inquire into the state of the gaols «f this 
kingdom. A committee being appointed 
acconiingly, of which Mr. Oglethorpe was 
<;lniirm.an, tliey visited the Fb.et prison on 
the 27th of February, and examined seve- 
ral of the prisoners ; among the r«*st, sir 
William Rich, whom they found loaded 
witli heavy irons hy the warden, Mr. liam- 
bridge ; whereupon they ordered his irons 
to lie struck off: but the committee had 
no .sooner withdr.iwn, than Itamlindge or- 
dered sir William to he put in irons again, 
in which condition they found sir William 
the next day. Upon this the house resolved, 
that Thomas B.unbndge, esq., warden of 
the Fleet, be taken into custody of the ser- 
jeant at arms. 

2(). PuilMCATION OK THE DkIIATKS. — It 
is nnaniuionoly resolved in the commons, 
'' That it is an indignity to, and a breach of 
the privilege of, the liouse, for any per'>on 
to presume to give, in written or printed 
newspapers, any account or mituiTe.s of the 
debates or other ])roceedings of tiie house 
or of any committee thereof ; and that, 
upon the discovory uf the author, ^ke., this 
house will piocrxMl against the otreudeis 
with the utmost sevc:ity.” Mr. llailam ob- 
serves, (Const. Hist. iii. 899.) that there 
are former resolutions tv) tlie same effect. 

M(tr. o. A salary of 2 >00/. per annum 
seitleil on lord Londonderry, governor of 
the Leeward islands, and a present of 6000/. 
in ide him. 

M. The commons resolved, that from 
the peace of Utrecht the British trade and 
navigation have been greatly interrupted by 
the continual depredations of the Spaniards, 
who have seized very valuable eflects, and 
b ive unjustly made prize of great iiumlieTs 
of British ships in the .American seas, to 
the great loss of the subjects of this king- 
dom, and in manifest violation of the trea- 
ties Kiibsistiiig lietween the two crowns ; 
and they presented an address to his ma- 
jesty, that he would use hiu utmost endea- 
vours to prevent aiicli depredations, and 
procure a reasonable satisfaction for tl., 
losses suutained ; and secure his subjects 
the tree exercise of cvonmerce and naviga- 
tion to and from the British plantations in 
America, 

18. A debate in the lords on a letter 
written by George I. in 1721, in which he 
promised to procure the consent of parlia 
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ment to the restitution of Gibraltar to the 
king of Spain. 

20. Mr. Oglethorpe, from the committee 
to inquire into the state of prisons, reporteil 
the resolutions of the committee; the sub- 
stance of which was, that Thomas Barn- 
bridge, the warden of the Fleet, had con- 
nived at the escape of rich debtors, and 
been guilty of cruelty and extortion to 
ithers. A bill was subsequently broii ght 
n, to disqualiiy him from holding the 
wardenship, and the attorney-general di- 
rectetl to prosecute some of his accomplices. 
It afterwards, however, appeared that some 
jf the members of the inquest were actuated 
jy other motives than those tliey profe.ssed ; 
and the committee was suii'ered to sink into 
lilivion. 

25. Both houses addressed his majesty, 
that he woidtl, for securing the trade of 
thi.s kingdom, t ike effectual care in the 
present treaty to preserve his undoubted 
right to Gibraltar and the island of Mi- 
norca. 

April 1. The jubilee began at Rome. 

.‘1. The duke of Wharton (said to have 
been in the enemy’s army before Gibraltar) 
was proclaimed a traitor. 

23. Civil List Auueaus. — It being 
repre'-eiiteil in the commons, that the civil 
list revenues fell short of producing the an- 
nual sum of 800,000/., it was moved, that 
the sum of 115,000/. be granted to liis mii- 
je.sty, upon account of arrears to be replaced 
out of such arrears of the said revenues as 
should be standing out at his maje^ty''s de- 
mise. This was a surprise to a great many 
members, because in tlie former session the 
several duties and revenues granted for the 
support of his majesty’s householdappeared 
by the accounts then laid before the house 
to produce more than the annual sum of 
800,000/. for which they were given : how- 
ever, it was ciirried in the affirmative, by 
241 voices against 115. 

May 10. Ill the lords a strong protest 
is signed against the grant of IK>,000/. to 
supply the dt licieiicy of the civil list. 

13, Sir Paul Methuen resigned his post 
of treasurer of his majestv's boustdiold. 

15. A commission passed the great seal, 
constituting queen Caroline guardian aii<l 
lieutenant of the kingdom, during hia ma- 
jesty** absence, 

1 7. His majesty set out for Hanover, from 
St. James’s, and landed in Holland on the 
20th instant. 

June 2. The fellow.s of Trinity-college. 
Cambridge, exhibited articles of complaint 
jigainst Dr. Bentley, before the bishop of 
Kiy, the visitor, relating to his conduct as 
master of the said college ; and the aitic*e.s 
being above threescore in number, weie al- 
lowed to be made gooti agaiii.st the doctor, 
at the hearing on the 7th instant. Where- 
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upon the doctor applied to the court of 
KiiigVbench for a prohibition. 

7. Cask of Bambridub. — Mr. Bambrid|Te, 
late warden of tbe Fleet, was bron^;ht by 
Habeas Corpus from Newgate to the Kiug’s- 
hench bar, where the matters he was 
charged with Avere read ; 1. A commitment 
of the house of commons for the many bar- 
buriti«‘s in the execution of his office. 2. 
An indictiner.t for the murder of Mr. Castel. 
3. A charge fe’oiiy for stealing goods of 
the value of 27/, the proper!} of Klizabeth 
Spaikes. His counsel moved that he might 
he admitted to bail, the first commitment 
being expired with the session of parlia- 
ment ; and he had been acquitted of the 
second charge on a fair trial ; and on the 
third there was no indictment found. But 
the court refused to hail him, because one 
of the king’s witnesses was absent at the 
last sessions of the Old Bailey ; and the 
court ordered his detainer till next session. 

Toe elector of Hanover, and the duke of 
BrunswickAVolfenbuttel, refuse to with- 
draw their forces out of Mecklenburg, or 
part with the chest 4)f the revenues thereof, 
until an entire satisfaction be given them 
for the arrears of the charges they have 
incurred, in putting the sentence of the Au- 
lic council in execution against the duke of 
Mecklenburg. 

A misuiuierstandlng happened between 
the courts of Great Britain and Prussia, 
on account of the Prussians forcing s une 
Hanoverians to enlist into their service, and 
the Hanoverians seizing some Prussian 
officers and sobliers by way of reprisal, 

A>nj, 24. William Rowland, a poor cler- 
gyman, who was convicted of writing a libel, 
retlecting on Tlromas Riylton, .and Na- 
thaniel Blackerby, esqrs., for rlismissing 
some who were brought before tliem for so- 
domy, stood in the pillory at ihe R*»yal Kx- 
change, in bis canuiiicul habit biraii hour; 
during which time he proacluMl ttr the* j eo- 
ple, and ccmplained of the injustice of his 
sentence, particularly of tbe recorrler his 
judge; wliereup.m the people, and nmoiigst 
them several women, made a collection fur 
him. 

Sept. 1. Dk AT ii OK Sir Richaiio Stf.ki.i:. 
—This was one of the most ceielirated of the 
literati of the two la u n igns. He died of 
paralysis in his filty-eighth year, alter a 
life of considerable variety, having been 
8ucces.sively in the a* ly, memlierof parlia- 
n:ent, manager of a ti;; ‘tre, i-ioitical, dra- 
matic, and essay writer. It is in the last 
character he is most distinguisned ; ■* Too 
Tatler,” which Sir Richaid commenced, 
being the prccuisor of ‘ Tne Spectator ” 
and other periodical essayists. “ The Tat* 
ler’’ was crude in its jilan, containing a 
portion of the information of a common 
newspaper, but iu humour, liveliness and 


urbiinity, was hardly exceeded by any of 
its imitators. Sir Richard twice married 
ladies of good property, but his imprudeiico 
always kept him emb.irrassed, and reduced 
him to shifts unworthy of his character and 
opposed to his principles. He died iu Wales 
at a .seat of his second wife, who had an 
income of GOO/, or 700/. a year. 

12. His majesty arrived at Kensington 
from Hanover. 

27. A tire happened at Constantinople, 
which burnt down twelve thousand houses, 
and seven thousand people perished in the 
tiames. 

28. A defensive treaty concluded on the 
9tli of November, N. .s., at Seville, between 
the crowns of (heat Britain, Franc.* and 
iSp.-iin. To tlii.s treaty Holland acceded 
November 2 1st. The question between this 
country and Spain as to naval captures, 
was left to future adjudication by commis- 
sioners. 

Nov. 7. Thomas Betfon, merchant and 
iroimioiiger, having left great sums for cha- 
ritable uses, the company of ironmongers 
obtained a royal licence to purchase lamls 
of the value of 1000/. per annum, to be 
disposed of according to the last will of tlie 
.said Thomas Betton. 

28. Mr. WooKtoii received sentence on 
four iniorinatioiis preferred against him for 
blasphemy, &c. On tbe first three he was 
to pay a line of 2.')/. each, and the fourth he 
was fined 25/., to sutler one year's impri- 
sonment, to give security for hi** good be- 
haviour during life, himself in 2000/. and 
his sureties in 1000/. each. Woolston was 
a person of eccentric opinions and is cele- 
brated for his allegorlc.il interpretation of 
the Scriptures. Though Morgan, C^olliiiv, 
Tindal and other deistical writers, were very 
biKsy iluriiig this reign, Woohston was the 
only one persecuted. Gn his trial, chief 
justice Raymond first declared Cliristiaiiity 
to he a part of t!u; law of Kngland, and that a 
scurribniH mockery of it.s iloctiiues is a mis- 
demeanor punishable at the common law. 

The Algerine.s commence ho>tilities 
ag.iinst the J)utch, taking four of tluir 
merchant ships. 

30. l^rince Dolghoriiky, prime minister 
to the young czar, IVter II., ]»rcvaib’'l < u 
him to espuitje his flaugbter, Cutharnui 
Alexewina. 

Ftni.ic Cai-amitiks. — This irumth was 
remarkable for four great calamities, Ihiee 
of which affected utmo.st every cooiilry in 
Kurojie. 1. The perj'etual .•*tormy 
ther, by which abundance of sbij’pmg. as 
Well iis men’s lives, were lost. 2. .\ su kly 
season, people being taken with cobis. .iinl 
afterwards fevers, wlijch carried tbiniotl 
in a week’s time. In London on y there 
died near a thousand a week : and tliC lest 
of the great towns in Europe were equally 
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imhealthy, and country places not much 
less. 3. There were continual rains, which 
caused such inundations as destroyed abun- 
daiicH of men and cattle. 4. Ttie fourth 
affected only the cities of London and West- 
minster, and the neij^hhourhood of those 
cities, which proceeded from the number of 
footpads and street-robbers, insomuch that 
there was no stirring out after it was dark 
for fear of mischief: these villains knocked 
people down, and wounded them before 
they demanded their money ; but the offer- 
ing a reward of 1 00/. for apprehending any 
one of these offenders, in some measure 
put a stop to their outrages. The bills of 
mortality amounted to near thirty thousand 
in London this year, which was an increase 
of about 2000 on the average mortality. 

1730, Jan. 1. On new-year’s day in the 
evening, there was so thick a fog about Loii- 
(luii that chairmen mistook tin ir w.iy, and 
fell into the canal in the park with their 
fare; several people fell into Flert-ditch; 
the boats lost their way on the Thames, 
and some were run down. 

3. Count Bonneval, who deserted the 
French service and afterwards the em- 
l*eror‘s, went over to the Turks, and turn- 
Mahometan, Iregan about this time 
to discipline the Turkish troops after the 
(Christian morlel, and taught them fortifica- 
tion ; for which service he was made a 
bashaw. 

13, Parliament having assembled, the 
king congratulated them on the establish- 
ment of the peace of Europe by the treaty 
of Seville, aiul the prospect of a reduction 
in tlie sea and land forcen ; lamenting at 
tlie some time the distresses of the poor arti- 
ficers and manufacturers. 

111. The czar, Peter 11., died of the 
Mnall-j)ox, in the fifteenth year of his age, 
ami ihe tiiird year of his reign ; he was suc- 
(•♦■edid by the princess .Anne, ducluss of 
( 'oui land, and daughter of John Alexowitz, 
caler brother of the czar Peter the great. 

Feb. 10. Pope Benedict XIII. died. 

tJol. Chaitres was this month tried for a 
rape on his servant-maid, for which he w as 
CiiMvicted, and condemned to die, and all 
Ills goods and chattels forfeited ; hut he 
alter wards obtained a pardon on paying a 
large sum to the girl, and Applying some 
other jiarts of that vast estate he had ac- 
quired by gaming, in making friends at 
ci)Urt. He was upwards of sixty years of 
Hge, and many thought that though he de- 
served to be hanged for a t ho 'i.sand other 
cj lines, he was guiltless of that of whict 
he was convicted. 

March, A motion in the lords to nddress 
Ins majesty, that n list of all pensions, pav 
Able by the crown, might be laid before the 
house; it was resolved in the negative. The 
hill for excluding pensioners fiMm the coin- 


397 

mens having passed that house, was also 
thrown out by the lords. 

An order of council that masters of ships 
should pay no more than 25r. for a nvw 
Mediterranean pass, and 15«. for a renewed 
pass. 

24. Fokxxgn Loans. — Royal assent 
given to an act to prohibit any of the king’s 
subjects to lend money to any foreign 
jiriiice or state without his majesty’s license. 
This act was made to prevent any person’s 
lending money to the emperor ; to the pass- 
ing whereof several objections were made 
in the commons, as that it would be a le- 
straint upon commerce : that by denying 
this liberty, and restraining all foreign 
loans, we made Holland the market of Eu- 
rope, for money to the nations on the con- 
tinent ; the Dutch would not refuse to fur- 
nish the emperor whenever he asked it, 
and it was imprudent to deny the subjects 
f Britain the advantage that might be 
made of such a loan. 

26. The landgrave of Hesse- Cassel, 
father of the king of Sweden, died ; and 
his Swedish majesty was declared succes- 
sor to all his dominions. 

The retail tradesmen applied to parlia- 
ment for a law to suppress hawkers and 
pedlars, who ruined their trade, and de- 
fraudeil the country people of their money ; 
but they could obtain no relief. 

30. A fire broke out so suddenly at the 
end of Fetter-lane in Fleet-street, that 
above thirty people lost their lives in it, 
thougli not above three houses were burnt. 

Gaol Fkvku. — T he lord chief baron Pen- 
gelly, and several of his officers and ser- 
vants, dying at B.andford in Dorsetshire 
on tlie western circuit during the lent as- 
sizes ; as also John Piggut, esip, high 
sheriff* i>f Somersetshire ; it was supposed 
to proceed from ihe stench of some prison- 
ers brought to their trial**-, tb.cre having 
been such instances formerly: pariiculaily 
at Oxford, w’here the judge, high sberill’, 
grand jurymen, and some liundieds. lost 
tlieir lives at that assizes, by the iulectioii 
they to-v>k when the prisoners weie brought 
to their trials. 

The i'orsicans take arms ag.iinst the 
republic of Genoa. 

April 2 1. A proclamation prohibiting all 
persons lending raoui-y to any fore gn 
prince or stite without his majesty’s lictMice. 

The lord mayor, aldermen and coimnoii- 
cuimcil, petitioned his majesty to suppress 
ihe play-liouse in Goodman’s-fields ; uitli 
whicli Ids majesty concurring, they ceased 
acting there for some time, 

ir>. Parliament pior*»gue<l. 

K\st India Company. — Thechaderof 
the company was lids se.ssion renewed and 
their privileges extended to Lady-d.iy, 1769, 
'Fhey agreed to accept an interest of four 
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instead of five per cent, on a loan to go- 
vernment of 3,200,000/.| and |>ai<i a pre- 
mium of 200,000/. They were restrictetf 
from holding lands and tenements in Bri- 
tain above the value of 10,000/. 

June. Three Algerine rovers, from forty 
to fifty guns, appeared in the channel this 
month and took several Dutch ships. 

Philip, earl of Chesterfield, appointed 
lord-steward of the household, in the room 
of the duke of Dorset. 

Rktikement of Townshend. — Lord 
Harrington was made secretary of state, 
in the room of lord Townshend, who, cured 
of ambition, retired to cultivate his pater- 
nal acic^ anil introduce the turnip husban- 
dry into Norfolk. Townshend is repre- 
sented as a statesman of good abilities and 
oi>eii generous nature. He married Sir 
Robert Walpole’s sister Dolly,*' whose 
“• folly had lost her reputation in London.” 
(Wharncliflfe’s Montagu Letters, i. 104.) 
Alter Townshend’s retirement, Walpole met 
witli no contra<lictioii in the cabinet. Upon 
being asked the cause of his ditierence 
with his brother-in-law, he replied, “ As 
long as the firm of the house was Towns- 
hend and Walpole all did very well ; but 
when It became Walpole and Townshend, 
things Went wrong, and a ‘separation en- 
sued.” About the same time the <Iuke of 
Dorset was appointed lord lieutenant of Ire- 
land in the room of lord Carteret ; the duke 
of Devonshire privy seal, and lord Trevor 
president of the council. 

July ‘2. Cardinal Laurence Corsini was 
electetl popie on the 12th July, after the 
cont.ave had sat four months : he succeed- 
ed Benedict XIII. At his accesvion he was 
seventy-eight years of age, and took the 
name of Clement XI 1. 

Advice came this month, that fifteen sail 
of ships anil sloops trading with the Spa- 
niards on the coast of Terra Firma, were all 
taken by the Spanish guarda costas : they 
consisted of Kn^lish, French, and Dutch 
vessels ; but most of them were Knglish 
from Jamaica. IhU traffic with Spanish 
America was given up by the treaty of 
Seville, to the great loss of the people of 
Jamaica. 

The colony of Pennsylvania was aug- 
mented this year, hy the arrival of 6200 
people, chiefly from Ireland. 

The whale fishery appeared to be very 
considerable on the cc of New England. 
New York, and New .Jersey ; there having 
arrived in Old Eng)n:.d l.Vltiuis 'T train or 
whale oil, and 9'zOO of whalebone, from 
thO'te coasts about this time. 

Ill the first fifteen days of this me nth, 
tliere arriveil from our American sugar colo- 
niea, upwards of 10.000 h(>gKhea<is of sugiir, 
and 16^000 gallons of rum : besides great 
(quantities brought to Bristol. Liverpooli and 


Glasgow, which were computed to be nah 
as much more. In the last fifteen days of 
the preceding month of June, were brought 
into the port of London, 8175 hogshesds 
of sugar, and 36,866 gallons of rum. 

Tiie Spaniards hired above threescore 
English merchant ships in the ports of 
Spain, to transport their forces into Italy. 
This demonstration arose from the emperor 
having marched large bodies of troops into 
Iialy* 

The czarina lately finished the canal be- 
tween the lake Ladoga and the great river 
Wolga ; so that a communic ation by water 
was opened between the Baltic and Ua.s- 
pian seas, for vessels of eighty tons burden ; 
being a navigation of 2800 miles, through 
the heart of Muscovy. 

The Algerines having taken two out- 
ward bound Dutch East iinlia men, the last 
month, and carried them into Algiers, com- 
modore Schryver, who commanded a squa- 
dron of men-of-war in the Mediterranean, 
reclaimed them ; but the Algerines refused 
to part w ith them, till the commodore con- 
sented to give them half the treasuie on 
board, and most of the provisions. 

21. James, earl of Waldegrave, w.is 
appointed ambassador to the court of 
France. 

Sef>t. 3. \’ictor Amadeus, king of Sar- 
linia, and duke of Savoy, resigned hi# crown 
into the hands of his son Charles Emanuel, 
prince of Piedmont. The abdicated prince 
was then sixty-four years of age, and de- 
signed to lead the life of a private no);le- 
maii, with the countess-dowager of St. Se- 
bastian. whom he designed to marry ; lie 
reserved a revenue of 100,000 crowns j er 
nniium : he did this after he had leigned 
fifty years with as gieat reputation as any 
sovereign in Europe. 

(biidinal Cuscia was prosecuted for eiu- 
lezzling the late pope's treasure, and the 
qipressions he was guilty of during his 
administration. 

17. Sultan Achmet deposed, and his 
nephew sultan Mahomet advanced to the 
hrone, l>y the janisaries. 

Ort, Five kings cliiefs of the C'herokie 
Imltans, being brought over to Knglaud 
from Carolina, hysir Alexander Cunimiiis, 
atioiit midsummer last, were presented to 
the king, and submitted themselves, with 
their country, to the crown of Great Bri- 
tain. Having been treated here very much 
0 their Batisfactit>n, and diiinissed with 
iresents, tliey embarked at Portsmouth, 
on board the Fox man-of-war, and returned 

their own country. 

Incknoiahy Fihks. — E ngland was at 
this period infestt d with thieves and inceii- 
(UarieH,the conseq uence of internal pi osjierii y 
conjoined with an inefficient police. This 
, defect arose from Uie absurd nation that laws 
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necessary to prevent violence and rapine 
were inconsistent with the civil liberties of 
Englishmen. As a natural result, mis- 
creants of all kinds became more dar- 
ing and savage. Not content with rob- 
bing, they wantonly maimed anti often bar- 
barously murdered their victims. They 
circulated letters, demanding specific sums 
of money from individuals, to be deposited 
in certain places, on pain of firing their 
houses and murtlering their families. In 
this way they set fire to the house of a 
licli merchant in Bristol, who had refused 
to comply with their extortions. The same 
sort of villaiiy was practised in the metii»- 
pulis and other parts of the kingdom, so 
tluit govi-rnir.eiit was obliged to interleie, 
at»d off. r rewards for discoveiing the riif- 
firuis concerned in such execrable de- 
signs. 

The MoHborouyh Indiaman burnt in the 
liver Thames hy tlie saltpetre on board 
taking fire. And another ship was burnt 
on the coast of Norfolk, having the h-ig- 
gage of his excellency lluiuce Walpole on 
board. 

The French having made some attempts 
to restore the harbour of Dunkirk, and both 
the English and Dutch taking umbrage, 
the French preitmded to fill it uj» again ; 
hut worked so leisurely as if tliey never de- 
signed to effect it. 

Mr. Archdeacon Sluhbs having presented 
a valualile colleetioa of manuscripts to the 
university of Oxford, written by sir Henry 
Spelinun and Mr. Stephens, in vindication 
oi the monarchy, hierarchy, universiiie.s, 
spiritual courts, tithes, ifcc., they were 
hound up, and placed in the Hudlciuii- 
library. 

Nftv. 18. Another proclamation, offering 
a pardon and a reward of .300/. to any per- ; 
sou who should discover his accomplice.s ; 
in sending tlireateniiig letters ; and his ^ 
majesty prohibits all his subjects to pay I 
or ileposit any money, or fo dv» any other 
act, 111 compliance with such vitl.tins as 
threaten to burn houses, or murder such as 
do not follow their directions. 

‘<^1. The king and queen returning from 
Kew-green to St. James's, were overturned 
ill their coach, near lord Peter hoi otigh’s, at 
Parson’s green, about six in the evening; 
the wind having blown out the ttainheaiis, 
so that the coachman could not see the way. 

Dec. The prlnce-ro\ al of Prussia still i 
liept in prison, and lieutenant Katte, one 
of his favourites, was beheacleil before his 
face, the prince being obliged to stand at 
the prison wimlow and see the execution. 
A young huly of fifteen, whom the prince 
Seemed to be foiul of, was whi)>ped through 
the town, for no other crime than because 
the prince liked her, 

, The negroes of l^uth Carolina entered 
tnto a conspiracy to murder their masters) 


but the plot was discovered. There were 
at that time near 30,000 blacks, and not 
more than 3000 whitt*s in the colony. 

Mr. Colley Cibber, the player, matle poet- 
laureate. The salary is 100/. a year, and a 
butt of sack, or 50/. in lieu of it. 

1731. Jan» 1. Edward Cave, a printer, 
publishes at St. John’s-gate, Sinithfield, the 
first number of the Gentleman’s Magazine, 
the professed object of which is announced 
to he, to form ‘‘ a collection or magazine of 
the essays, intelligence, &c. which appeared 
ill the ‘200 half-sheets per month, which the 
London press was then calculated to throw 
off', besides written accounts, and about as 
many more half-sheets printed elsewhere 
in the three kingdoms.” 

‘2. A reprieve was sent to Newgate for a 
convict, on condition of his peimitting an 
exp.eriment to he tried on Ins ear by Mr. 
Cheselden, which was to he performed by 
cutting the tympanum to cuie deafness; 
but the experiment was not made. 

9. The duke of Parma died, and in his 
will declared that hi.s duchess was three 
moath.s pregnant; and entreated flie allied 
powers to have compassion on his people, 
and to tlefer the execution of their projects 
till the duchess was confined. If the child 
i was still-born, or died afterwards, he willed 
that the infant Don Carlos shimld succeeil 
I in his dominions and allodial estates; and 
I in case Don Carlos should nie, his next 
brother sliouUl succeed, by virtue of the 
right the queen of Spain, their mother, had 
to the succession. The duke, however, was 
no sooner dead, but jjOO imperialists en- 
tered Parma ; but the German gener.il 
Stampc declaretl that they I'ould pay for 
everything they had, and should not inter- 
meddle in tlie administration of civil 
afi'airs, but leave it entirely to the legents 
nominated by the duke's will ; and the 
people took their oaths to obey the young 
piince the duchess was pregnant of. The 
imperial i.sts al>o made pr«>clamation tliat 
they took possession of the duchii oof Parma 
and Placentia for the infant Don Carlos ; 
an<l that if the duches>-do\vager slnnild not 
he delivered of a prince, the s.iui infant might 
t.tke the investiture of the emperor when- 
ever he thought fit, orovided he came with- 
out an army. 

‘2U. So deep a snow /ell that the Scotch 
peers and coiniiiisdioners were obligid to 
have the roads cleared before they could 
safely travel, as they were compel ied to 
walk several miles on foot, and above fifty 
men viere employed to removo the snow. 

*21. The king opL'iis parliament. 

A un dal was stiuck at the Tower iu hc'- 
nour of sir lsa;u* Newton. 

‘25. A dreadful fire broke out at Brussels, 
in the nrchduchoss's apartments, which 
consumed the palace, with all its rich fur- 
niture^ and aimos. all the recoids and state 
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pa|«r8. The arrliduchess and her Indies 
very narrowly escaped. 

A melancholy accident happened at 
Bordeaux, where 40 monks died in one 
nighty supposed by poison ; and at Kn>»heiii. 
near Brussels, several nuns died suddenly, 
from an u.iknown cause. The survi vine: sis- 
ters, with the bishop’s consent, ({uiited the 
cloisters, and returned to their friends. 

The workmen, in digging in a garden at 
AVaverly, in Surrey, where an abbey was 
foimdeil about 700 years ago by the bishop 
of Winchester and abbot of Waverly, they 
found a leaden (mt, containing the heart of 
a man preserved in spiiits, not in the least 
decayed, supposed to have been that of the 
founder. 

liO. A justice of the peace, who had 
challengeii a counsellor employed a.;ainst 
him, came to We>t:niiister-hall and asked 
his pardon in opiii cuuit, by that means 
had a rule of court, which was issued 
aga nst him, withdrawn. 

Feh. 10. The sul)-.idy (tf per an- 

num paid to the duke of Wolfenlmttel came 
under debate. It was ie.sisted by the couu- 
tiy party tb.it such subsi.iies weie of no ser- 
vice to Great Britain ; ti ey w^ere only paid 
to protect bis majeity’s fuieign dotninioiis, 
which was contr.iry to the lut of settle- 
ment. But it was carried in favour of the 
duke, 

A calculution was made in the two courts 
of Kiiig's-beiicli and Common-pleas of the 
number of attorneys, when it appeared there 
were above 4(JdO. 

10. The king purcha'ifd for 2400/. the 
Westminster water-w<»rks, for the better 
perfecting of the Serpeiitiue-river in 
Ilyde-park. 

Theie were lately discovered in the Bra- 
zils, coffee-trees, the berries of which are 
smaller, but tlieir virtues e^ual to those of 
Turkey. 

A ]}etition was presented to the commons 
by the merchants of Bristol trading to 
America, complaining of t'ne inierroptiun 
of their trade, and depredations of the Spa- 
ni.sh guarda costas, which, i.otwaliotand- 
ing tlie resolution of that house, i.i;d his 
majesty's endeavour.s to o!>tain a reasonable 
satifef.u tion, h id lately plundered m veral 
vessels belonging to Bristol and other 
})ort«, and had treated the men wlio had 
fallen into their hands in h b irbarous 
manner ; they theieii e desireil that Home 
adequate remedy migiu be app.; nl, to pre- 
vent such outrages for the future, from a 
power at present iu altiiince with u.h. 

During this session a second pen ion- 
bill was brought in,, and pas.se«l tin? com- 
mons With great unanimity ; but was re- 
jected again by the peers. 

Advice received this month tliai the king- 
df/m of Chili had been swadowed up by an 
earthquake ihet ii«d lasted 27 duys; when 


innumerable persons peiished, with all the 
city of St. Jago. 

A/ar. 5. A convention concluded between 
Great Britain and the emperor, whereby it 
was agreed that 6000 Spaniards should be 
admitted into Tuscany and Banna; that 
the Osteiul-compaiiy s charter should be 
caiicelletl ; and that the Pragmatic sanction, 
containing a settlement of all theen peior’s 
hereditary domiiiiuiis on his female ussue lor 
want of males, should be guaranteed by 
Great Britain. 

Colonial TuAnr..— -A petition was about 
this time presented to the king fiom Bui- 
badoes, showing, that this colony was very 
much declined of late, for several reasons : 

1. That bis majesty’s subjects of this i.slauil 
pay 10 percent, more than the Fieiieh or 
Dutch by way of duty ; 2. That the Frem h 
and Dutch send tl eir su;.;ar, rum, molasses, 
tH:c. to Ireland, ami the noitbern colonies m 
.America, and can allbrd them cheaper ilian 
the subjects «'f Britain, on account of the 
lieavv duties the inhabitants of B riMdui s 
pay f and, 3. Because the French and 
Dutch carry their rum and sugar directly 
to any purt.s in Kurope or .America ; uhore.is 
theBnt sh subjects are obliged tocair\ their 
goods iir-t to Knglaml, whereby they lose 
their market, ami are put to extraordiiiary 
expenses; ami furiher, that the Iiish and 
British northern colonies Mijqdy the FieLcli. 
and Dntcii sugar islands with lumber, beef, 
pork, and other provisions, without vvliieli 
the I’remh and Dutch coubl not well su!<- 
si%t in their colonies, and take sngiir, ruin,, 
.itid iiiolaHses in return. They llieieloie 
prav ti'.ut a law may be mmle to piobii/it 
the importation of sugar, rum, and mo- 
lasses, of the growth of foreign plant.itions. 
into any of his inaje>ty’s iloiniiiioii.w ; ai;d 
that no lumber or jaovisions may le ex- 
l . fted fiom any of the British coiona-s iii 
Ameiica, to any of the f. reign colonieH 
there ; and that they might he at lihertv to 
Carry their siig.iis ami other profluce ol the 
island to any country of Fivirope i.iieetlv . 
without landing thiin first in Kngland. 

^4pr,K Mis. Filizaheth (.romwell, daugli 
ter of Uichiiid Cr niwellthe proteetoi, au'! 
grumldaiigh^er of Oliver l.roinwell the pro- 
tector, die<i at her house in Bedford-iuw, 
in tiie 82nd year of her age. 

, Dn.vni i/K i>LiuK. — Tlie Celebrated antlmi 
of UoUinftitn Cruiot'^ and a gieat iiiaiiv sati- 
rical, political, and coiiiniercial piihlna- 
lions, dieil this month, agid 68, at hi-* 
house in Orlpplegate, leaving a w.dovv and 
MX cliildren. Defoe had Ueii a tin st in- 
dusirioiis aiitlior and Hpeculative tiadis- 
man, 1 ut diet! insolvent. IJe stood sevcial 
perhCcutiunH, and on qtie ovcasiun, 

CuielcKB, on high, stood iiuaba>he<l 
Defoe.” 

But these were the results of pai ty Littct- 
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ness, and the character of the author oT the 
most interesting^ story in the lung^uage now 
stands out us that of a person of singular 
ingenuity and undoubted probity. 

The criminal converNation of father Gi- 
rard, rector of the Jesuits at Toulon, with 
Miss Kitty Cadiere, when she came to con- 
f. ssion, was the general talk in Euroi e at 
this time. The father was condemned to 
be burnt by the parliament of Aix, but by 
the assistance of some of his order made 
his escape. 

May 7. Parliament prorogued. 

The debates of this session were conducted 
with much personal bitterness; and the 
members did not confine themselves to the 
house, hut took the fi»dd against each other 
in peiiodical ^lapers ami pamphlets. The 
p iper called Fhc Craftaman liad risen into 
high reputation all over Knghind for its 
wit, humour, and argument. Some of the 
best writers in tlie opposition, including lord 
Bohnghroke and Mr. Piilleney,niade use ot 
this vehicle to convey their animadversions 
oil sir Hubirt Walpole, who on his side em* 
ployed a wretched tribe of scribblers. It 
Mas in consequence of two jiainjihlets writ- 
ten in oi'position, by lord Htrveyand Piil- 
teney, and some recniniinition they pro- 
duced in the house, that his lor<l^hip chul- 
lengeil the latter, and had well-nigh lost 
liis life in a duel fotight in ll3de-park. 

One judicious act passed this session, 
the 4th (r. II., e *20, lor preventing delays 
of jiiMtiee, uecasioiied by the use of the 
Jiiitin tvuigue, and providing that plead- 
ings and piocesses should he in the English 
language. The .sticklers lor old usages op- 
posed this salutary amendment by alleging 
that the change wiui.d render useless the 
aneient recoriis, which wu re written in that 
language; ami fir from expetliling, would 
introduce confusion and delay by .altering 
the established form of jtidicial proceedings, 
(aiinmon sense, however, triumphed over 
cavil iing prejudice. 

Jioie 4. At the sessions, Old Hailey, a 
person was comlemned, and afterwards 
h nged, for forging a bond, being the fir>t 
that was put to death for torgery. 

A terrible fire hap|)eued at lilandford in 
Dorsetshire, which burnt down the whole 
town, with the church, except ‘JO houses. 
Uhe loss amounted to near IbO.OMO/. 

•'>. A fire nt Tiverton in Devonshire, 
vrhich burnt down 200 houses ; for both 
which towns veiy large collections were 
made. The loss amounted o 1,500,000/. 

PV A proclamation, prohibiting his nia- 
J»'8ty*g subjects to assist the malcontents in 
Corsica. 

‘22. Advice that the Prtnet Croryc, an 
English ship, being cast away uinni the 
Coast of China, the governor and mngis- 
tratfes of Canton collected upwards of 6C0/., 


and distributed it among the unfortunate 
officers and sailors that escaped. 

July 1. William Pulteney, esq., having 
given offence to the king, he ordered his 
name to be struck out of the council-book ; 
ami that he be put out of the commission 
of the peace. 

11. A new treaty signed at Vienna be- 
tween the emperor and the crowns of Great 
Britain and Spain, confirmatory of a pre- 
ceding one relative to ihe eventual succes- 
sion of Don Carlos to the duchies of Tus- 
cany ami Parma. 

19. A pitch-pot boiling over between two 
ships on the river Thames, they took fire 
and coinmuiiicateil it to six others, all of 
whom were destroyed. 

20. Mr. Franklin, the publisher of the 
Craftsmatii taken into custody fir publish- 
ing an alleged lihelious pamjihlet. The 
counsel insisted he should give hail for his 
good behaviour, as well as for liis appear- 
ance ; whereupon he brought his habeas 
Corpus. The case coming to he argued be- 
fore lord-cluef-justice Raymond and the rest 
of the judges of the Kiug’s-bench, it was 
deteimincd. That he need not give hail for 
his good behaviour ; accordingly he was 
admitted to bail on giving security for his 
appearance only. 

Autj. 1. Sir Charles Wager, with a fleet 
under his command, arrived at Cadiz. 

13. A litter of young lions was whelped 
at the Tower, from a lion and lioness 
whelped there six years befoie. 

‘2S. Charles Boyle, earl of Orrery, died, 
lie was one of a family distinguislied fur 
talent, and is hini'-eif known as the editor 
of a new edition of the Greek Epistles of 
Phalaiis of which Dr. Bentley question- 
ing the authenticity, he W'rote an answer, 
entitled, ** Dr. Bentley’s Dissertation on 
I he Episth?s of Phalaiis Examined it 
originated a classical controversy involving 
ail the wits of the age. Bentley, however, 
triumphed over a list of opponents, includ- 
ing Swift, Pope, At ter bury, Garth, Mid- 
dleton, Dodwell, and Aldrich, and showed 
that the epistles were nut the production of 
the tyrant of Agrigentum, but of a Greek 
I Sophist who lived centuries later. Ixnd 
; Orrery’s name was given to the well-known 
astronomical machine, first in.ule by Mr, 

I George Graham, whom his lordship pa- 
' tronised. 

1 Srpl. 1, The imperialists assisted the Ge- 
noese with a body of troops, to reduce the 
malcontents in Corsica. 

The duchess-dowager of Parma deolareil 
(his month th at she w.'is not with child, or 
ever had been, as she once gave out 
whereupon the imperial tnaips took yosses 
sion of the duchies of Parma and Placentia, 
ill Ihe name of Don Carlos, ^ ^ 

28. Vidor Amadeus, king ot Sardinia 
2D 
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ami duke of Savoy, who had abdicated the 
{government, and placed his son on the 
throne, either being weary of a private life, 
or incited by the countess his consort, or 
lastly, looking on himself to be slighted 
and ill-used by his son and ministers, funn- 
ed a design to remount his throne. But the 
young king, under pretence of his having 
discovered a conspiracy against his govern- 
ment, caused his father to be made prisoner 
and kept in close confinement, and the 
countess be removed to a distance from him 
to prevent further troubles. 

Oct, 11. The lottery established by a late 
act began drawing, and the 10/. tickets rose 
to sixteen guineas. 

The warehouse-keei^er belonging to the 
charitable corporation of pawnbrokers ab- 
sconded, carrying off a great many jewels, 
and other valuable goods pledged to the 
company, for the apprehending of whom 
1000/. was offered. 

25. A fire in the Co'.toiiian library at 
Westminster, which destroyed several valu- 
able manuscripts before it was extin- 
guished. 

Dec, 3. The trial of Franklin came on 
before the judges of the King's bench, fur 
publishing a libel against the government, 
by way of a Hague letter, in the Craft*- 
man ; of which he was found guilty. 

The statue of king William ill., in cast 
brass, was erected by subscription in Queen- 
square, Bristol, which had been rejected 
by the citizens of London. 

Bli.i. Unioknitl's. — In France they were 
this year distracted with religious dis- 
jiutes (occasioned by the bull uiiigenitus, 
directed against the doctrines of Jan>enius. 
This l ull was op(Hised by the parliament 
and lay tril’unals of the kingdom ; but ma- 
ny bishops, and the Jesuits in general, were 
its hireiuiuua aupporters, “All the artifices,’* 
says Smollett, ‘ of priestcraft were practised 
on both sides to inflame the enthusiasm 
and manage the su{>erstitiun of the petqde. 
Pretended miracles were wrought at the 
tomb of abb^ Paris, who had died without 
accepting the bull, consequently was de- 
clared damned by the abettors ol that con- 
stitution. On the other hand, the Jesuits 
exerted all tlieir abiUties and industry in 
preaching against the Janieoists ; in estab- 
lishing an opinion of thrir superior sanctity, 
and inspiring a spirit ,i quietism among 
their votaries, who were transported into ! 
the delirium of possession, idumination, and ! 
supernatural converse.*' j 

J732. i/an. 13. The king opens the ses- 
sion with an elaborate speech, chiefly eulo- 
gistic of his own measures in concluding 
the late continental alliances { sir K. Wal- 
pole having brought parliament into such 
servile mana^^ment that addresses from 
hoth houses, in aecordanee with the royal 


sentiments, were in this as in former ses 
sions, readily obtained. 

28. The protestantfl of Saltsburg being 
driven out of their country, were invited to 
settle ill Brandenburgh by the king of 
Pnnisia. 

31. The rev. Mr. Doiley of Ingatcstone, 
Essex, gave 3000/. to the corporation for 
8up))ort of clergymen’s widows and children. 

Feb. 3. A petition presented to the house 
of commons from the charitable corporation, 
complaining that they had been defrauded 
by their serv'ants of vast sums. This society 
had been formed under the plausible pre- 
text of lending money at legal interest to 
the poor and to others, upon security^ of 
goods, in order to screen tliem from the ra- 
pacity of pawnbrokers. Their capital was 
at first limited to 30,000/., but by licenses 
from the ciown they increased it to 600,000/, 
In the preceding October, George Robinson, 
member for Marlow, the cashier, and John 
Thompson, the warehouse-keeper, disap- 
peared in one day. Upon a meeting of 
proprietors, it was found that fur a capital 
1600,000/. efiects to the amount of 30,0004 
only could be i'ound, the leinuinder having 
been embezzled. The above petition being 
refined to a committee, they soon disco- 
vered an iniipiitous scheme of fraud, which 
had been acted by Robinson and Thomy>- 
son, in concert witli some of the direct(;rs, 
fur embezzling the capital and clieating 
the proprietors. 

22. Dr. Francis Atterbury, bishop of 
Rochester, died in exile at Paris, in the 
0th year of his uge. 

Mur. 12. The queen of France delivered 
of a priiK’ess, beini;: lu r fourth child, uiid 
he king but twenty-two years old. 

30. A court of liiMiour was held at the 
IIe'^ald*s-coilege,whi’n il was moved against 

I Sir John Blount for heaiing a coat of arms 
not belonging to him. 

31. Sir John Kyles reprimanded by the 
speaker of the hou»e of commons, for di- 
recting the secretary of tlie commission- 
eis for the sale of forfeited estates to set 
his name to an order for the disposal of 
the eail of Derwentwuter’s estate, in the 
sale whereof great frauds were disc4)Vered. 

Apr, The pope published an edict fur 
making Ancona, in the gulf of Venice, a 
free |(ort, 

A riot hup|)eoed at Cambridge, on the 
taking up a corpse out of the churchyard 
of a neighbouring village, to be dissected. 
It l>eiug carried into Kinanuel-cofiege. Mr. 
Peni, a justice of peace, grauted his war- 
rant to search the college for it : the con- 
stables broke into the college, but did not 
find the body. ^ 

3. Royal assent given to a grant of 
14,0004 to sir Thomas Lombe, for his erect- 
iDg three Italian machines for making or 



GEORGE II. A.D. 1732. 


403 


ganzine silk^ and preservin|^ the inVfhtion 
i(>r the benefit of the kingdom ; and a fur- 
ther term of fourteen years was granted 
him for the sole privilege of making and 
working the engine. By this invention one 
hand will twist as much silk as above fifty 
could do before, and do it much better. 
Loml)e*s machine was erected upon the 
Derwent, and contained 26,586 wheels and 
97,746 movements. It was worked by a 
water-wheel, which revolved thrice in a 
minute, and at each turn produced 73,726 
yards of silk thread. Hot air was conveyed 
to every part of the machine by a fire 
engine. 

May 8. It was resolved in the house of ' 
commons, that sir Robert Sutton, sir Archi- 
bald Grant, William Boroughs, George 
Jackson, Benjamin Uubinson, William 
Squire, George Robinson, John Thompson, 
Richard Wooley, and Thomas Warren, 
having Wen guilty of many fraudulent 
practices in the manngtMneiit of the cha- 
ritable corpoiation, that they be required lo 
make satist'actiou to the ]H)ur sufierers out 
of their estates, and that bills be brought 
in to prevent them leaving the kiimdora. 

22. The house of lor<ls ordered, that no- 
tice be given to the respective jiulges of the 
courts ot Westminster-hall, that all peers 
of parliament have an inlierent right to an- 
swer upon a protestation of honour only, 
and not upon common oath ; and that the 
same he iuviolabiy observed. 

June 1. Pailiaraent prorogued. 

3. The king set out for Iluiiover, queen 
('urutine being appointed guardian of the 
kingdom in his absence. 

19. Press warrants issued, and great 
numbers of sailors taken out of homeward- 
bound ships. 

The English who were lately driven by 
the Spaniards from the bay of Campeachy 
to Stmih Carolina carried with them si-ve- 
ral pi lilts of the logwood tree tvi cultivate 
♦here, the hoil and cliinate Wing suitable. 

Tho duchess of Marlborough advanced 
300,000/. on the salt duty revived the last 
bohsion. 

2.\ The trustees for establishing the new 
colony of Georgia met the first time at 
their house in Old Palace-yard. 

Mr. Durand, a protestaiit preacher in the 
(h'vennes, in France, was hanged, for us- 
semhling a congregation in those mountains, 
contrary to the laws of France. 

30. The grand ih»et of Spain, with 500 
transports, and 26,000 men on board, ar- 
rived near Oran, on the coast of Barbtiry, 
the 28th instant, N. S. 

aVy 1. The Moors attacked the Spa- 
niards, but were defeated ; whereupon the 
Moors ahundoned the city of Oran, and the 
fortress of Mazilginvir, the Spaniardi tak- 
tug poszeesiou of them* 


5. The emperor, shooting at a staj^, ac- 
cidentally killed the prince of Swartzenberg, 
his master of the horse. 

Advice that the duke de Ripperda, lately 
minister in Spain, was minister to the em- 
peror of Morocco. 

25. The apothecaries* company began 
to erect their magnificent green-house and 
hot-house, in their medicinal gardens at 
Chelsea. ' 

31. A magnificent silver chair of state, 
made here for the throne of the empress of 
Russia. The workmanship cost equal to 
the value of the metal, which weighed 1900 
ounces. 

Aug, This year was remarkable for its 
plentiful harvest. 

3. The bank of England laid the foun- 
dation of their new house. 

Sept, 26. The king returns from Han- 
over. 

Oct. 2. A new play-house in Goodman’s- 
fields was this day opened. 

The Dutch apprehended themselves in 
great danger at this time, from an army of 
worms, which eat up their piles and timber- 
work that supported the d^kes against the 
sea, and threatened to lay their country 
under water. They prayed and fasted with 
uncommon zeal, in terror of this calamity, 
w hich they did not know how to avert in 
any other manner. At length they were 
delivered from their fears by a haul frost, 
which eflectually destroyed these dangerous 
reptiles, 

13. An order was published by the lord 
mayor and aldermen, that all prisoneis ac- 
quitted at the Old Bailey should he dis- 
charged without lees. They passed another 
order, that all prisoners dying in Newgate 
should be delivered to their fiiends without 
fees ; and the same orders to be observed 
by the keepers of Ludgate, and the two 
Compters. 

23. His majesty granted a commission 
to the lords of tho Admiralty, em|>oweriiig 
them to t»rect a corporation lor tlie relief of 
poor widows of Si'a-otficvrs.and gave lU.UdO/. 
towards it. An udmirars widow to be en- 
titled to per ummm, a captain’s to 40/. 
a lieutenant’s to 30/. and all other ofiicers* 
widows to 20/. per annum, each. 

31. Victor Amadeus, late king of Sar- 
dinia and duke of Savoy, died. 

A'sr. ti. James Oglethorpe, esq. em- 
barked at Gravesend, with some }K>or fami- 
lies, in order to fix a colony in Georgia on 
the south of Carolina. They founded tho 
town of Savannah on the river of that name, 
and which, from its vicinity to Floridn, was 
viewed with jealousy by the Spauiartls. 

22. The South-sea company came to a 
resolution to discontinue tlie Greenland 
whale-fishery, finding they hot! been loseri 
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29. The city of Avelino, in Naples, was 
quite, and the city of Oriano almost, ruined 
by an earthquake. 

Dec. 26. The dissenters, having well 
weighed the consequences of applying to 
the parliament for a repeal of the corpora* 
tion and test acts, came to the resolution, 
at a meeting of the deputies of the several 
congregations of dissenters in London and 
Westminster, and within ten miles of the 
same, to withdraw their i>etition. 


Chritteningt and Burta/s mthin the hill t of 
mofialityt from Dtcemhtr 14, 1731, to 
December 12. 1732. 


Chrietened, 
Males 9144 

Females S644 


Buried. 

Males 11655 

Females 1 1 703 


In all 17788 1 In all 
Decreased in the burials this 
Whereof have died, 
Under two years of age 
Between two and five • 

Five and ten • • 

Ten and twenty • 

Twenty and thirty • 
Thirty and forty 
Forty and fifty 
Fifty and sixty 
Sixty and seventy • 
Seventy and eighty • 
Eighty and ninety • 
Ninety and a hundred • 

A hundred • 

A hundred and one • 

A hundred and two • 

A hundred and five • 
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. 716 
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, 660 

121 

« 3 

. 3 

, 4 


W'illiam Leland, gent., of Lisnasken in 
Ireland, died, aged 139 years. lie was nl- 
motit as remarkable for his stature as his 
age, being very tall and big*V>oned, 

1733. Jan. The excise scheme being set 
on foot, chiefly for the relief of the landed 
interest, there was a general meeting of the 
tobacconists al>out London, in order to op- 
jiose it. 

Advice that Thomas Kouli Khan, general 
of the Persiiiiis, had seized on the ptrson 
of bis sovereign, Shah Thomas, and usur|)- 
ed his throne. 

8. The Jesuits were i’xpelled Paraguay, 
in South America, for de»|)otic acts. 

16. The parliainentary sf^ssion Wgau, 
but as the minister con* msed to be steadily 
su]>poi1ed by his majouty. and no change 
had intervened in tlic relations of parties, 
it promised to be ouly an annual .epetition 
of fotmer addresses, debates, motions, and 
arguments. 

Sir Charles W' ager succeeded lord Tor- 
niigton as first commissioner of the Ad- 
miralty. 

llils was a sickly season ; people were 
sfBicteil with he d-tche and fever, which 


very few escaped, and many died of ; pat 
ticularly between the 23rd and the 30th of 
January, there died upwards of 1500 in 
London and Westminster. 

Feb. The Dutch attempted to limit and 
restrain the traffic of the Swedes and Danes 
to the East Indies ; and tried to engage the 
English in interrupting the navigation of 
those powers, as they had the Flemings 
in the affair of the Ostend company : but 
the English not having now a Dutch stadt- 
holder for king, were wise enough on this 
occasion to keep aloof from the seitish quar- 
rels of Holland. 

21. A proclamation prohibiting all per. 
sous to receive or uMer in payment by tulo, 
any broad pieces of twenty-five or twei.ty- 
three shillings, or the half or quarter pieces ; 
ami requiring the collectors of the revenue 
to receive the same by weight, and the 
mint to allow four pounds one shilling per 
ounce for them. 

The pension. bill was passed through the 
house of commons again. 

A motion made by the opposition, to 
reduce the land forces from 17,709 men to 
12,000, was negatived by 239 to 1 7 1. Lpun 
this occasion, Mr. Horace M'alpule, the 
great diplomatist ofthe day, remarked “that 
the number of troops then proposed was ab- 
solutely necessary to snppoit ins majesty's 
government, anU woultl be necessary so lung 
as the nation enjoyed the happinessuf having 
the present illusirious family on the throne.*' 
To which Mr. Shippeii replied, that tl.c 
question seemed at length to have taken a 
new turn ; since, in former ilebates, the 
continuance of the army for only one }ear 
had been contended for ; hut now the nuisk 
was thrown off, and the house was given 
lo understand that it was iutvuded to le 
per]H'tuab 

23. \ motion made for taking 500, Ot O/. 

from the sinking fund for the service of tlie 
current ye.^r. and continuing the liiixl-tax 
at one shilling in the lound, which occa- 
sioned great debates. 

26. The sheriffs of Lund i n pvesei'tnl a 
petition to parliament for leave to (ill up 
Fleet ditch, and erect a market on the spot. 

I'ension bill rejected in the lords. 

A/m*. 1. A gieut flood in the tiordi of 
England. 

7, Sarah Malcolm, who murdered her 
mistresi, Mrs. Duiicumb, and two others, 
ill the Temple, was executed in yhit- 
street. 

14. The EXCISE aciifmk was flrst intro- 
duced into the house of coininuns. wliicli 
occasioned great debates, it was simply 
plan for converting the duties on wine and 
tobacco, which had hitherto duties of 
customs, into duties of excise. The ferment 
which this pro|x>sttiou excited was almost 
unprecedented* 'J'be debate was protracted 
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till two in the morning, and the minister's 
first resolution carried only by a majority 
of 266 to 205. Some other diTisions fol- 
lowe(l> which were still closer. 

16. Upon the question that the four ex- 
cise resolutions be agreed to. it was carried 
by 240 to 180, and a bill forthwith ordered 
to be brought in. 

April 1 1 . About noon^ the sherifTs of 
London, accompanied by many of the most 
eminent merchants, in two hundred carriages, 
came down to the house to present their 
petition against the excise bill. Sir John 
Bernard moved, that they might be heard 
by their counsel, and this was only nega* 
tived by 214 to 197. Petitions were also 
read against the bill from Nuttinghain and 
Coventry. The minister's majority being 
small, and the opposition general, he wisely 
determined to abandon tliis unpopular mea- 
sure. Several persons were apprehended 
the same evening fur insulting sir Robert 
^Val^M)le, as he passed through the court of 
retjuests, an<l committed to the (latehouse, ! 
but soon alter discharged ; and this night 
and the next rejv»icings were made in Lon- 
don and Westminster, by ringing of hells, 
bonfires, and illuminations: the chancellor 
of the exchequer was burnt in efligy. The 
chief arguments urged against the minis- 
teiiril measure were, that it would produce 
an additional swarm of excise officers, ap- 
pointed and paid by the treasury, so as to 
intdtiply the dependents of the crown, and 
enable it still further to influence the free- 
dom of elections; that tradesmen would 
become slaves to excisemen and warehouse- 
kee|>er8, us they would bo debarred all ac- 
cess to their commodities except at certain 
hours, when attended by those officers , and 
that should such a law be once tolerated, it 
Would in all probability be some time or 
otlier used as a precedent for introducing 
excise laws into every branch of the reve- 
nue ; in which case, the liberty of Great 
Britain would be no more. 

Several {leeit were dismissed from office 
on account of their oppobitiun to the excise 
bill. The stuff of lord steward of the house- 
hold was taken from the earl of Chesterfield, 
L(.>rd Cliutun was deprived of his place of 
gentleman of the bedchamber, as i Iso of 
the lord- lieutenancy of Devonshire. 

27. The interregnum diet opened in 
Poland, to consider of the choice of a 
new king, in the room of Frederic Angus 
tus, deceased. 

Rumarkaui.k Suxcir>R.-~-Richard Smith, 
bookbinder, confined in the King’s-bencli 
for debt, persuaded his wife to follow his 
example in making away with herself after 
they had destroyed their child. This wretch- 
ed pair were found hanging in their bed- 
chamber at about a yard's distance from 
each other j and in a separate ro 'in their 


infant lay dead in a eraille. They left two 
written papers explanatory of their motives 
of which the chief was the dread of poverty ; 
and appealed to their neighbours, for the 
industrious but unavailing efforts they had 
made to earn a livelihood. 

May 5. The earl of Moreton made vice- 
admiral of Scotland, with a salary of 2000/. 
|)er annum, in the room of the earl of Stair. 

1 0. The commons resolved, that out of 
the money arising by the sale of lands at 
St. Christopher’s his majesty should be 
enabled to apply the sum of 80,000/. for a 
portion to the princess royal, on her mar- 
riage with the prince of Orange. 

June 1. The house of lords inquired in- 
to the conduct of the South-sea company, 
as to the disposal of the estates forfeited by 
the misconduct of the directors in 1720. 

11. Royal assent having been given to 
acts for the appropriation of half a million 
of the sinking fund to (he public service, 
and for a marriage portion to the princess 
royal, parliament was prorogued. 

Juhj 4. A waggon laden with silver, 
which had been taken from a Spanish pri- 
vateer by the Garland man-of-war S'tme 
months since, arrived at Loudon under a 
strong guard of sailors. 

6. The public act began at Oxford, 
where no ierret filiut was sufiered to make 
his speech as usual. 

10. It was computed that there were 
800,000 quarters of corn exported to Por- 
tugal this year, for which they paid near a 
million of )>oiinds sterhiig. 

Aug, Sir John Gon son, sir Franc is Child, 
William Peer Williams, esq., ami utbers, 
were appointed commissioners to inqvure 
into the fees of the several offices belong- 
ing to the court t>f chancery, and the c.\- 
tortions practised in thtise office'*. 

11, His majesty «>rdered 3000/. to be 
expended in repairing Holyruod, Edin- 
burgh. 

31. Fifty tons of half|)ence and faithings 
were issued from the Tower for the service 
of Ireland. 

aSV/;/. 3. At Carlton, in Yorkshire, a 
vaulted sepulchre eight feet long and five 
broad, was discovered, having in it large 
human Inines, and a helmet standing over 
the head in a niche. Some Saxon charac- 
ters appeared on the wall, and the date 
902, which was seventy four years bciore 
the conquest. 

Ot /. 5. The elector of Saxony, son of 
the late king Augustus. pmclaimi*d king of 
Poland by the bishop of Ciacow. The 
claims of this prince were supported by 
Austria and Russia; while those ot his ri 
val Stanishiiis, who had been niised to the 
throno of Poland by Chailes XII* ol Swe- 
den and compelled to abdii*ate, were sup- 
}H)rtcd by France, Spain, and Sardinia, 
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High disputes between the" patentees o: 
the playhouse and the actors. 

14. The king of Sardinia declared wa; 
against the emperor. 

M. de Chavigni, the French minister, 
presented a manifesto to the court of Great 
Britain^ containing the French king's rea- 
sons for declaring war ; the chief when^of 
was, the emperor’s combining with, the 
Russians to drive his father'in>hiw king 
Stanislaus from the throne of Poland. 

1 6. The duke of Devonshire’s fine house 
in Piccadilly burnt down by accident. 

19. The French army having passed the 
Rhine near Strashurg, laid siege to Kehl, 
which surrender. (I a lew days after. 

30. Sir Philip Yorke made lord-chief- 
justice of the Ki g’s •bench. 

Henrietta dm-hess of Marlborou<’h died ; 
by which the title of duke of Marlborough 
descended to the earl of Sunderland, son 
of the lady Anue. second daughter of the 
late duke of Marlborough. 

Nov. 4. The city of Milan surrendered 
to the king of Sardinia. 

7. The prince of Orange arrived at 
Greenwich, from whence he came to So- 
inerset'huuse, where he was taken ill on the 
11th instant, which occasioned his marriage 
with the princess royal to be put off. 

10. A Spanish squadron of rnen of-war 
and transports, having 25,000 men on lx>ard. 
set sail from Barcelona to Italy. 

24. The statfs-general signed a treaty 
of neutrality with the French for the Aus- 
trian Netheriaiifls, without consulting either 
the emperor or Great Britain. * 

29. Charles Talbot, solicitor-general, 
made lord-chaoceilor of Great HriUiti, in 
the room of lord King, who resigned, 

30. The Biitish exportation of corn was 
so great, that the freight rose from twenty- 
five shillings to forty-live shillings per ton, 
and tlie price of wheat in some places to 
four shillings jier bushel. 

Dec. lU. Colonel Norton’s will confirm- 
ed, whereby he hfi the parliament his ex- 
ecutors and truhtoes, to dispose ol bis estate 
to charitable uses. 

Dr. Berkeley, who attempted to erect a 
college for the education of the Indians at 
the island of Bermudas, being returned 
from America without success, was made 
bishop of Cloyne in Ireland. 


Chritttnmyt and Bvnai$ r»ihin the h%Un of 
mortaiify^ from Deventhtr 12, 1/32, to 
Vtermber 11, 1733. 


Christened. I 

Burieft, 

Miiles 

8811 

MAts 14372 

Females 

8854 

Females 14861 

In all 

17465 

In all 

Increased 

in the burials this year 587.5, 


chiefiy owing to the severe mortality in 
January aud Febiitanr* under two 


years of age 11,738; lived to one hundred 
and upwards, twelve. 

1734. Jan, 17. Parliament met, and the 
king in his speech noticed the war which 
had commenced on the continent, and the 
necessity of increasing their forces. 

Feb, 12. The late lord-chancellor King 
had a pension of 3000/. per annum settled 
upon him. 

20. General Lasci, with 20,000 Russians, 
invested the city of Dantzic, summoning 
them to dismiss king Stanislaus, and sub- 
mit to king Augustus. 

21. Eight hundred and eighty pounds 
were collected at the annual feasts for the 
benefit of the sons of the clergy. 

28. Kouli Khan defeated the Turks be- 
fore Babylon, killed 20,000 men, ami lost 
10 , 000 . 

Mar. 12. The Irish peers residing in 
London met to consider of their claims to 
attend the procession of the royal weddtng, 
and not having received summons to attend 
it as peers of the kingdom of In land, una- 
nimously rcsolveil, tliat neither peers nor 
peeresses should attend the said wedding 
as common spectators, or semi for their 
tickets. 

I. 3. A motion made for repealing the 
septennial bill: after great debates it was 
negatived, 247 to 184. 

14. This night the nuptials between the 
prince of Orange and the princess royal were 
solemnised, in the Fiench chapel at St. 
Jatneu*.s. 

21. A bill for naturalising the prince of 
Orange was read three times in the hou>e 
of Commons the same flay. 

28. A bill to prevent stock-jobbing 
passed b. th houses. 

Jpr. 8. A written message to the coiri- 
moiix. by his majesty, importing, that he 
had settled .500b/. a year on the princess 
royal ; and desired they would enable him 
to make that giant fur the life uf the prin- 
cess, which would otherwise determine on 
his majesty’s death. With which message 
he commons complied. 

II. The king prorogues parliament 
ifter thanking them for the many signal 

proofs they had given him for seven years, 
of their duty and attachment to his pe^^o^ 
and government ; and concluded with a 
rayer, that Frovidene*^ would direct his 
people in the choice of their representatives. 

38, A proclamation for dissolving the 
parliament. 

22. llie prince and princess of Orange 
let out for Holland from St. James’s, and 
arrived the 26th at Rotterdam. 

27. The bishop of Ely, after a hmg 
tearing, upon articles exhibited against Dr. 
Bentley, master of Trinity college, gave 
judgment, that the said Dr. Bentley was 
guilty of dilapidations of the goods ot the 
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college, and of the violation of the statutes j ' 
and that ho had thereby incurred the pe- 
nalty of deprivation of his ofRce of master 
of the colle)^. On the ‘Z9th a mandate was 
sent down, for depriving him, pursuant to 
lis lor<lship*8 sentence. 

May 14. Don Carlos made his public 
entry into Naples; and assumed the title 
of king of Naples and Sicily. 

25. The Spi^niards, under the command 
of the count de Montemar, defeated the 
imperialists, commanded by count Visconti 
et Bitonto, in the kingdom of Naples ; after 
which Don Carlos met with little o]ip 08 ition 
in the reduction of Naples and Sicily. 

27. ^ The French landed 1700 men near 
Dantzic, who endeavoured to force their 
way into that city, but were repulsed ; and 
the sipiadron that brought them was obligeil 
to retire to Copenhag^-n, lest they should 
have been intercepted by the Russian fleet. 

vh/«e 1. The duke of Berwick opened 
the trenches before Philipsburg ; but was 
killed at that siege by a cannon ball, on 
the 12th instant. 

4. The election of the sixteen peers foi 
Scotland coming on this day, the courtieri 
prepared one list and the country party 
another. A protest was made by a great j 
many Scots peers, importing, that they sus- 
pected a list of sixteen peers had U'Cn named 
by the minister to be elected ; ami that un- 
due means bad been u>ed to induce the 
peers to vote at this election : which, if it 
appeared to he true, tin y declared the elec- 
tion to be illegal. Lord Klphinstone de- 
clared, that otfers had been made to 
himself for his vote, 

5. The bank removed to their new house 
in Threadneedle-Jitreet. 

28. General tlglethorpc, with Tomo 
Chichi, and several other Indian chiefs, 
arrived from Qeorgi.*i. 

29. The city of Dantzic was obliged to 
capitulate ; but gave king StauiNiaus an 
opportunity of making his escajie into 
Prussia. 

A battle was fought near Parma, lietween 
the imperialists, Cvimmanded bv count Mer- 
ci, and the Frt^nch and Sardinians, com 
manded liy marshal Cuigny ; wherein Ion 
or five thousand men were killed »n eacl 
side ; amongst them count Merei, the C^r 
man geiuTal. 

Fifty gentlemen were nominated to servi 
ns sheniis for London, last Midsummer-day. 
four of whom hiid sworn off, and thirty-five 
had p.ud their fines of 400/. each ; which 
sums amounted to 18,000/., and were or- 
dered to be appropriated to the building a 
niansioii-house. 

Several turnpikes having been pnlle< 
down in the counties of Uerefo^\ and Glon 
cester, and threatening letters sent to thi 
commissioners to deter tlsmi from eractin, 


hem again, a reward of fifty pounds was 
)flered for apprehending any of the rioters, 
Ju/y 10. King Augustus was proclaimed 
n the city of Dantzic ; all the Polish lords 
;n the interest of Stanislaus having signed 
an act of submission. 

Any. 16. Upon an examination, by the 
.ord-chancellor, &c., of the coinage at the 
Mint, it appeared there had been 43,940 
pounds* weight of gold coined, which made 
by tale, 1,955,330/. sterling ; and of silver 
8842 pounds’ weight, which made by tale, 
271,000/. 4f. 

Sepi. 15. The imperialists surpirised 
marshal Uroglio*8 quarters, on the banks of 
the Secchia in Italy. The marshal escaped 
in his shirt, but his treasure was taken. 

The imperialists attacked the French and 
Sardinians near Guastalla, but were re- 
pulsed with great loss. There were I’onr- 
teen or fifteeu thousand men killed and 
wounded on both sides. 

Nov. 2. An edict was published in 
France, requiring all the Knglish, Scotch, 
and Irish in that kingdom, who were in no 
employment, from the age of eighteen to 
fifty, whether they had or had not been 
formerly in the Irish regiments in the 
•’lench service, to repair to enlist in some 
f those regiint* utH, in fifteeu days, on pain 
0 such as have already served, to be treated 
I.S deserters ; and that the rest be treated 
s vagabonds, and sent to the galle\s. 
‘he English ambassador, lord Waldegrave, 
resented a memori.tl against this edict ; it 
•eing thought ungrateful that Unti^h sub- 
ect't shoulvbe treated worse than any otlier 
.ration, after they had sufi'eied the house ut 
Bourboii to wrest the Spanish dvjtninious in 
Italy from the emperor. 

Mr. Ward returning from France, where 
he had done a great many cures, having 
cured a servant of the lord-chiet'-baroQ 
Reynolds in a very desperate case, by his 
piil and ilri'p, which his lordship acknow- 
ledged by a public iidveniseuu ut this 
mouth, Mr. Wain’s oied cmes came into 
high reputation, and ho. was attemled by 
all degrees of men; but gave his medicines 
to the ;H>ur gratis. 

1/35. .Jan. 14. Nkw Pakuambnt. — T he 
fourth sej'lennial Parliament met, and re 
elvcteil ArthurOnsiow, treasurer of the navy, 
Sj*eaker. The elections hail made no per- 
ceptible change in the composition of the 
house, nearly the same members were return- 
ed ; the leaders of parties were the same; and 
nearly the same motions, amendments, de- 
bates and arguments were reproduced. In 
a division ujh>u the adiiress the opposition 
mustered 185 against 265. 

Hooks were ojHMied at the bank for taking 
BuhsctiptUuiH for a loan of 250,000/. to l)e 
made to the emjteror ou security of the 
silver mines in Silesia ; aud the •ubscrip'* 
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lion was filled in three hours’ time^ and soor 
after bore a piemium. 

30. Some noblemen and gentlemen me 
at a French tavern in Suffblk'Street, and 
had an entertainment of calves’ heads, some 
of which they dressed up in bloody cloths 
and exposed them to the mob, whom they 
treated with wine and strong drink, and 
caused a bonfire to be made before the door 
in the evening ; but the people at lengtl 
detesting the barbarous frolic, broke the 
windows of the house, and had made it as 
fttal a day to some of the company, as it 
was to the beheaded king, if the guards 
had not come to their assistance. 

A di?>( ute between the pope and the king 
of Spain : his catholic majesty insisting 
that his son Don Louis, seven years of age, 
should be made archbishop of Toledo j but 
at length his holiness consented. 

Feb. 7. A motion being made for em- 
ploying 30;000 men in the sea service, some 
proposed 20,000 ; but, after a debate, it was 
resolved to employ 30,000 seamen ; and it 
appeared in this debate, that his majesty 
had already added 7000 seamen to the 
20,000 raised the last year. 

14. Rtsulved that the land forces be 
augmented to 25,744 men. 

20. Petition against the undue return 
of the Scotch representative peers dismissed. 

28. A statue of George II. by the fa- 
mous Mr. Rysbrack, carved out of a block 
of white maible that weighcil eleven tons, 
formerly taken from the French hysirGeorge 
Rooke, was set up in the great parade of 
the royal hospital at Greenwich, at the 
cxjiense of Sir John Jennings the governor. 

Advice that two of the servants of the 
Portuguese ambassador having rescued a 
criminal from justice as he came by the 
ambassador's house, the king of Spain sent a 
party of soldiers, who forced their way into 
the ambassador’s house, und took ipneteen 
of his servants prisoners on the 22nil in- 
stant, which occasioned a breach between 
the courts of Madrid and Lisbon, in which 
Great Britain interposed. 

CifAHiTY ScHoois. — All the charity 
schools, except those of St. Margaret, West- 
minster, and at Nortoii-Falgate. had b.'en 
established since the y* ar I ^iU/. There were, 
in 1735, within the bills of murtahty, 132 
schools; hoys in them 3158, girls 
in all 5123. The number of children e<iu- 
cated since their beginning to 1731, was 
21,399 ; of which 8678 had been put out 
apprentices, and 7598 to services, the rest 
provided for by their parents, &c. The 
other charity schools in England were in 
number 1329 ; the bi^s educating therein 
1 9, 5lj6, girls 3915. The school* in Scot- 
land were 109 ; the boys 3009, girls 1047. 
The schools in Iroland 168; boys 2406, 
guls GOOL Total in Kogland, Scotland, and 


Ireland, schools 1738, children educating 
35,606. 

Hospitals in London. — 1138 children 
were boarding and educating in Christ’s 
Hospital ; 125 were put out apprentices last 
year, and eight died in the hospital. In 
St. Bartholomew’s hospital, 4803 persons, 
as well foreigners us natives, were last year 
cured, and many of them relieved with 
money to carry them to their habitations ; 
316 died, and 684 were remaining under 
cure : in all 5803. in St. Thomas's hospi- 
tal there were 4688 persons cured und re- 
lieved ill like manner, 307 died, and G66 
remained under cine; iu all fur one year 
5661. At Bridewell 325 miserable and in- 
digent people were relieved, and ninety-one 
apprentices bntught up in divers arts and 
trades. At Bethlem, 140 distracted per- 
sons were admitted, of which 104 were 
cured, and thirty-three died; there were 
remaining 197 patients. 

Aprit» The king of Portugal having 
made reprisals on the Spanish ambassador, 
by apprehending as many of his servants 
as were seized of tlie Purtiigiicse ambassa- 
dor's at Madrid, both sides asstMiibled their 
forces and prepared for war. 

May 15. Royal assent given to an act 
for applying the forfeited estates of the eail 
of Derweiitw’ater, valued at 8000/, j.er an- 
num, with 10,000/. which the framiulent 
putchasers were obliged to refund, to the 
support of Greenwich hospital. 

17. This morning early, his majesty 
went in hischair to Whitehall, from thence 
in a barge to Lambeth, wliere the coaches 
received liiin uial carried him to Gravesend, 
in order to embark fur Holland. 

27. Sir John Norris sailed with the 
grand fleet to Lislion, to protect the 
Portuguese against the Spaniards. 

29. The I'ersians entirely defeated the 
Turks. Thamas Kouli Khan, soon after the 
battle began, ordered his troops to fly be- 
fore the lurks, towards a wood, where they 
were pursued by the Ottoman army; upon 
a signal given, the Persians faced, and 
opening in the niiddle, a train of nitillery, 
which was concealed, began to Are upon 
he Turks, making a terrible slaughter : he- 
ng immediately charged by the Per-iiaiH, 
hey retreated in confusion, ^leaving near 
iO.UUO killed and wounded. 

Two very fine tombs were finished at 
Hanover this month, for George 1. and his 
‘ ruther, the duke of York. 

June 9. Sir John Norris arriving at Lis- 
l>on, all manner of refreshments were sent 
on board the fleet, which was supplied gra- 
tis with provisions during its stay there. 

10. Tiiat celebrated anTiqu. ry Tlioinas 
Hearne, of Kdmund Hall iu Oxtord, died ; 
1500/. was found in hit study. 

Queen Caroline ordered a cave to be eri cfr 
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ed at Richmond, and adorned it with astro- ' 
noniical fij^ures and characters, to which 
she gave the name of Merlin’s cave. 

A committee of the aldermen of London 
repoited that Stocks-raarket appeared to be 
the properest place to build a mansion-house 
♦or the Lord Mayor. 

‘J4. The court of King’s-bench made a 
rule for a mandamus to issue, requiring the 
vice-master of Trinity college in Cambridge 
ti» read the sentence of deprivation ogainst 
Dr. Reiilley : but the vice-master, being a 
friend of the doctor’s, quitted his office, and 
the sentence was never executed. 

The Protestants in Bohemia were severely 
persecuted by the Austrians, and the king 
of Prussia interposed in their behalf. 

Jnlfj. A new hospital was founded near 
Mile-End, by the Drapers* company, in pur- 
suance of the will of Mr. Bancroft, for 
twenty-four old men and 100 boys: for 
which uses thetestati'r left about ‘iS.OOO/. 

Tlie court of Spain having published 
several mtunorials, showing the ill conse- 
quences of sending the British fleet to the 
coasts of Spain and Portugal, in regard to 
the Spanish commerce; admiral Nonis 
declared that the king of Great Britain did 
not propose, by sending that fleet to Portu- 
gal, to make himself a party in the quar- 
rel ; he should only endeavour, by his good 
offices, to make up the ditlerences between 
those two powers; and that the principal 
end in fitting out the British squadron, was 
to protect the Brazil fleet, in their return 
to Portugal. 

The Czarina sent 30,000 Russians to the 
assistance of the emperor. 

1. Parliament prorogut’<l. 

Sir Thomas L imhe made a trial of th 
s'ik brought from (Georgia; and declared 
it to he the best working ‘ilk he ever .saw. 

About the same time 100 Highlanders, 
men, women and children, were .sent to 
(ieorgia. to he settled on the river. Vl.itamaha. 

Oct. The kingdom of Bohemia jireseuted 
a memoii.il to the emperor, showing that the 
too earnest desire of the nobility and gen 
try of Bohemia, to (ravel into France, 
ought not to he tolerated ; for they nut oidy 
carried away the money of the country, 
hut reaped no other fruit l)y their travels, 
than a vain introduction of French foppe- 
ries and trifling novelties; and* therefore 
entreated his majesty to prohibit the Bo- 
hemians travelling into France without 
leave. The emperor promised to issue an 
edict (Mcordingly ; and also forbid the im- 
portation of French toys into the ompire, 
and all other goods pro(>er for luxury, which 
only served to drain the German nation of 
money. 

. 10* An order of the common cotinci! 
issued for the better lighting the city ol 


London : and that the lamps should burn 
ill morning. 

2fi. His majesty arrived at Haiwich 
rom Hanover. 

31. Mr. Oglethorpe embarked forGeorgia 
gain, and with him the rev. Mr. John Wes- 
y, fellow of Lincoln college in Oxford ; the 
ev. Mr. Charles Wesley, student of Christ- 
ihiirch college; and the rev. Mr. Ingram, 
jf Queen’s college, as missionaries : ac- 
;ompanied by many poor English families. 

Mrs. Drummond, a young Scottish lady, 
[laving turned Quaker, came up to London, 
and preached ; and in most of the gn at 
towns in England, particularly to the whole 
university of Cambridge, on the Castle- hill, 
Nov. A great riot near Ledbury in Here- 
fordshire, where several people assembled, 
and pulled down six or seven turnpikes; 
hut being opposed by the justices of peace, 
With their posse, a smart engagement en- 
sued, in which the rioters were defeated, 
and some of them made prisoners. 

Dec. 2S. Preliminary article.s of peace 
concluded between the emperor and France 
without the privity of the maritime powers, 
or even of the allies of France, the kings 
of Spain and Sardinia ; the chief of which 
were a inutir.il restitution of tonqiiests, 
the acknowledgment of Augtistus f« r king 
of Poland, and of Don Carlos for Naples 
and Sicily. 

Christeningi ami Buria/s, within the bi//s of 
wort a /it from December 12, 1731, to 
December fl, 1735. 

Christ enetL Buric-L 

Males 8,6.58 Males 11,699 

Females 8,615 Females 11,839 

In all 16,273 I In all 23.53S 

Decreased in the burials this year 2521. 
Thirteen lived to a huudr-cd or upward?.. 

There die<l at Kdinhiirgh. and were bu- 
ried in the Grey Friars churcdi-yard, in the 
year 1735, men 159, women 251, chddien 
5)9, still-hoin 45 ; in all 974. Decreased 
in the burials 285. 

Born at Norwich, from Jan, 1, to Dec. 
31, last, males 432, females 375 ; tn all 807. 
Buried males 447, females 438 ; in nil 885. 
Decreased in the burials this year 78. 

The following are the christenings, m.ir- 
riages, and burials in Paris and the subut hs, 
for the years 1732, 1733, and 1734: 

1732 1733 1731 

Christenings 18,605 17,835 19,835 

Marriages 4 , 1 03 4,132 1,1 3.1 

Burials 17.532 17.446 15,122 

At Amstrnlam died th s yeai /W'l.l, wliu h 

is 1231 less than iii (ho year 1734, and 
4058 less than in 1733. 

Acconling to the yearly bill of mortality 
published at \7ieuna for 1735, there died 
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in that city and its suburbs 5545, and the 
number of births amounted to 5876. 

An Account of Corn exported from Christmas 
1734, to Christmas 1735. 


Barley 


Qrs, 

57,520 

Bu, 

3 

Malt . 


. 219,781 

7 

Oatmeal 


1 ,920 

6 

Rye . 
Wheat 

, 

. 1,329 

4 


. 153,343 

5 

By barley 

Bounty 

• • 

paid. 

£. s. 
7,190 0 

d. 

lU 

By malt . 

• • 

26,433 18 

4 

By oatmeal 


240 1 

lOi 

By rye . 


232 13 

3 

By wheat 

• 

38,336 18 

6 


Total 

£72,432 12 

7* 


1736. Jan^ 15. Parliament opened by 
the king, who congratulated them on the 
prospect of a continental peace, which 
would enable him to ease the burdens of 
the {leople by a reduction in his sea and 
land forces. 

Salk of Spirits. — The justices of i-eace 
having iiujuired into the number of houses 
which soltl Geneva, found there were in the 
limits of Westminster, the Tower, and Fnis- 
bury divisions, exclusive of London and 
Southwark, 7044 houses and shops where 
that liquor was publicly sold by retail, be<- 
sides what was privately sold in garrets, 
cellars, and back-rooms. 

Feb, 16. Being spring-tide the Thames 
overflowed ; so that in Westminster-hall the 
counsel were carried out in l)oats to their 
coaches: the Privy- garden, and the Parade 
in St. James's Park, were inundated, as was 
part of the Tower-wharf. 

18. Splendid Entertainment. — Count 
Kinski, the imperial ambassador, gave a 
grand entertainment at Somerset- house, to 
the nobility and foreign ministers, on ac- 
count of the marriage of the first arch- 
duchess to the duke of Lorraine. There 
were several tables and courses, and near 
300 of the nobility and f/^entry were there 
by particular invitation : at night then^ was 
a splendid masquerade, and Libles covered 
with the choicest swee^neats. iiis majesty 
and moat of the royal family were present ; 
the king was dressed in a blue Turkish 
habit, the vest white, ith a turban button^ 
ed up with diamonds of immense value, 
and went away between one and two, when 
the nobility and gentry unmasked : the 
prince of Wales was masked, and dressed 
in the habit of a Venetian merchant ; the 
doke was first in a Polish dress, but changed 
hts habit to that of an Imperial hussar, 
with a fine Turkish icymitar ; the princess 
Amelia was in n rich green velvet habit, 
ro^MfCaiiJig a sultana and a turban with 


a large diamond button on it, adorned 
with crescents; the princess Caroline was 
in that of a shepherdess, but exceedingly 
rich : the duchess of Marlborough and the 
duchess of Portland were in the old Eng- 
lish dresses worn in queen Elizabeth’s days, 
richly adorned with jewels ; viscountess Wey- 
mouth was in a Spanish dress ; the Spanish 
ambassadress and the duchess of Wharton 
were dressed alike in two pilgrims* habits, 
and talked very much with the king. Most 
of the company had fine gold and silver 
favours, the noblemen on their heads, like 
cockades, and the ladies at their breasts. 
At one o'clock the great gallery was thrown 
open, where was a fine cold supper in an 
ambigu, consisting of 150 dishes. 

20. A {letitiou being presented against 
the abuse of spirituous liquors, the house 
of commons resolved that their low price 
was the principal inducement to the exces- 
sive use thereof: and that, in order to pre- 
vent such abuse a duty be laid on all such 
liquors sold hy retail, of twenty shillings 
a gallon ; and fifty pounds per annum be 
paid for a licence to retail them. The 
merchants of I.iverpord and Bristol peti- 
tioned against the bill foundcil on these 
resolutions as likely to lessen the consump- 
tion of rnin and spirits distilled fium in>i- 
lasses. In consequence a clause was in- 
serted in favour nf the compound kno^n by 
the name of punchy and distillers were per- 
mitted to exercise any other employment. 

J/ar. 2, The Quakers petitioned the 
commons, that they might not be sued in 
any court for tithes. And a bill was ordcreil 
to be brought in accordingly: against which 
almost all the clergy in England petitioned ; 
and counsel were heard both fur and against 
the bill ; which passed the commons by a 
great majority. By this bill two justices 
of peace were todeJcrmine all controversies 
fur tithes, where Quakers were the defend- 
ants. But after a debate for coinmittiog 
the bill, on a second reading in the lords 
it WAS carried in the negative, 54 non-con- 
tents against 35 couteutH.] 

5. A bill introduced info the commons, 
to restrain alienatimis in mortmain. Againsi 
it the two un.versities, the corporation of 

the suns of the clergy, and the corporation 

of queen Anne’s bounty petitioned. But it 
passed through both houses, and receivtMl 
the royal assent. By this bill all peopl'J 
aro restrained from ffevising lands to cin^- 
ritable uses, by will or by deed, if not ex- 
ecuted twelve months before their decease : 
and the universities are restrained from 
purchasing livings, but excepttxl as to the 
rest. « 

Royal assent was given to an act for re- 
pealing in England and Scotland the 
statutes against conjuration, witchcraft 
and dealings with evil and wicked spirita 
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A Atop waa thus put to the ignorant cruelty 
sanctioned by the I Jac. 1., and the sta- 
tute book reheved of a portion of its load 
of trumpery. 

Apr, 10. Prince Eugene, the famous 
general, found lifeless in bed, supposed to 
have been carried off by an apoplectic ht. 
He was born at Paris in 1663, and was 
the grandson of Charles Emanuel, duke of 
Savoy. His mother was the intriguing 
countess of Soissons, a niece of cardinal 
Mazarine. Bt'ing refused, first an abbey 
and then a regiment, by the French court, 
he entered the German service, in which he 
soon distinguished himself by his valour 
and conduct against the Turks. He was 
the companion of Marlborough in his great 
victories ; and had long been, both in jioli- 
tics and war, one of the most eminent men 
in Europe. 

14. Afvaim. op Pouteou 8.— -Andrew 
Wdson, condemned for robbing collector 
St.irk. was executed at Edinburgh, at- 
tended with numerous guards to prevent 
a rescue, which was apprehended ; but 
though nothing of that kind was attempted, 
captaiji Poiteous, the commander of the 
city guard, parcel of boys throwing 

stones at the executioner as he was cutting 
him down, tired among the people, as did 
also his guard, after his exampie, and 
about twenty persons were killed or wounded. 
The captain, and others, guilty of this rash 
act, were committed to prison. Afterwards 
it was discovered that the captain fired fiist, 
and then onh red his guard to tiro, without 
any order from the magistrates, who attend- 
ed, and were iheniselves in dange r of being 
killed, a ball having grazed ou the side of 
tin? window up stairs, where they stood. 

16, Addi esses were presented on the 
marriage of the | rmce of Wales wnh the , 
princess of Saxe (lotha, from the lords and j 
coniinons. On which occasion Mr. George ! 
Lyitleton and Mr. William Pitt seized the j 
opportunity of pronouncing very elegant * 
panegyrics on the prince and his amiable ! 
consort. ] 

‘27 . At eight in the evening, the marriage 
was solemnized between the prince of VV'aies j 
and princess of Saxe Gotha. About twelve ' 
the illustrious pair were put to bed, when 
the king did the bride the usual honours, 
and company were admitted to see them. 
Gieat rejoicings in every part of the town, 
ringing ot bells, bonfires, and ilhiminatiuns. 
The monument waa illuminated with up- 
wards of one thousand lamps. 

Alay 19, The royal assent being giTeu 
to t..ie mortmain act, and an act for build- 
ing Westminster-bridge, parliament was 
prorogueil. 

ml'. Hanover. 

This month a gentleman distributed the 


following charities ; — 1000/. to the society 
for propagating the gospel in foreign parts ; 
1000/. for the augmentation of poor livings ; 
1000/. to the corporation of the sons of the 
clergy; and 500/. for the propagation o! 
christiasi knowledge : all which he paid in 
ready money to the respective societies 
without discovering his name. 

June 22. Captain Portcous, who com- 
manded the guard at Kdinbuigh, and fired 
upon the people who were assembled to see 
the execution of a smuggler, found guilty 
of wilful murder. 

Jtify 14. When the courts were sitting 
in Westminster-hall, between one and two 
ill the afternoon, a large bundle of brown 
paper was laid near the chancery court, with 
several crackers and parcels of gunpowder 
inclosed ; which burst, and the explosion 
threw out several printed bills, that gave 
notice that this being the last day of term, 
the five following libels would be burnt in 
! Westminster-hall, between the hours of 
twelve and two ; namely, the gin act, the 
I mortmain act, the We.<tminsler-bridge act, 

I the smuggler's act, and the act for borrow- 
ing 600, UbO/. on the sinking fund. One of 
1 these printed hills Wing carried to the court 
of King’s-bench, the grainl jury presented 
it as a lalse and scandalous hhel ; and a 
proclamation was issued ou the 17th for 
discovering the persons c* ncerned in this 
audacious outrage, and a reward of ‘200/. 
otfereil for the author, printer, or publisher. 

Ihish lMMUiR\NTs. — lu the last week of 
this month were great tumults and riots at 
Hackney, Shoreditch, Sj italfndds, and 
other places in and al-out London, occa- 
sioned by the Irish labourers ; who. coming 
over at this time of the year to harvest-work, 
and underworking the n.ttives, several thou- 
sand English lalxiiirer.s a.sscinbled, and 
endeavoured to drive the Irish from the 
neighbourhood of London ; and the Irish 
being pretty numerous, and standing on 
their defence, several were wounded on both 
sides ; but the militia being raised, and some 
regular troops sent to disperse them, the 
riot was suppressed without any great mis- 
chief done. 

Aug, Captain Porteous,who commanded 
the guard at Kdiithiirgh. reprieved by the 
1 queen-regent for six weeks. 

A war commencing ibis summer betvvcen 
: the Russians and the Turks, the Russians 
1 took A soph and over’-an Criin Tartary : on 
' the other hand, 2000 houses were burnt 
I down by accident in the city of Moscow, 
j 12. A great fire at Petersburgh. 

Sept. 7. About ten at night a body of 
men entered the city of Kihnburgb, and 
seized on the fire-arms, drums. &c. belonging 
to the city guard, secumd all the gates, lieat 
an alarm, and marching to the prison whero 
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captain Porteous was, set the Tolbooth door 
on fire when they found they conld not 
break it open, and having draj^ged out Por- 
teous, hauged him upon a sign* post ; after 
which they returned the arms to ihe guard- 
house and left the city. It was the day the 

a s had fixed for the execution of 
t)us. Some persons of conseijucnce 
were supposed to be concerned in this da- 
ring expli)it ; to which they were stimulated 
by a remembrance of the pardons that had 
been granted to divers military delinquents 
in Scotland, who had been cuudemned by 
legal trial. A reward of 200/. was offered, 
but the perpetrate. rs were never discovered. 

19. Mrs. Mapp, the famous bone-setter 
of Kpsom, continued making extraordinary 
cures : having set up an equipage, this day 
she came to Kensington and waited on her 
majesty. 

As a preventive of robbeiics glass lamps 
were set up in London for the lietter light- 
ing the city. The night-watch was also 
put on a better footing. The space between 
Fleet-bridge and Hoiheru-britlge was or- 
dered to be converted into a market. 

Oci. 23. A treaty of subsidy was con- 
cluded with the Hessians, in consideration 
of a body of their troops entering into the 
service of Britain. 

A Jew having sold 1000 lbs. of dyed tea, 
was prosecuted for the cheat, and obliged 
to pay 10/. for every pound weight of the 
said dyed tei. 

Uec, 7. Mr, Nixon, the nonjuring cler- 
g)'nian, tried at the King’s- bench bar for 
a misdemeanor in making and publishing 
a scandalous libel, dispersed in Westmiii- 
ster-h.ill oil the 14th of July, and blow'n up, 
with five acts of parliament. He was con- 
demned to pay 200 marks, suffer five years* 
imprisonment, and be brought before the 
courts at Westminster, with a parchment 
round his head declaring his offence. 

24. The sudden death of ihe two last 
dukes of Brunswick- Wolfeiibuttel, origina- 
ted a suspicKiii that it was by violence, it 
se^ m<4, above five jvars ago, a design was 
formed to destroy by poison the present 
reigning family. The two last dukes fell 
u sacrifice to this project ; and the p.'t sent 
duke must have suffered the same fate, ha<I 
he not been s.ive<l by u seasonable discovery. 
The persons concerned were thirty-six in 
number, but the chief nugpirator was one 
baron M'olff, who bad beeu for many years 
at the court of Bruns wick ; he was commit- 
ted close prisoner to the castle of Harts : 
they also seized the greatest part of his 
accomplices, but some of them made their 
escape. The duke ap|H>inted commisstoners 
to try the prisoners, and the baron, finding 
hiS crimes fully detected, made an ample 
confesfioa of the whole plot. 


Ckriticningt and BunaU within the bitU of 
mortniityffrom December 9, 1735, to De*^ 
cemher 7, 1736. 

Chvittened. Buried. , 

Males 8,471 Males 13.695 

Females 8,020 Females 1^,886 , 

In all 16,491 f In all 27,581 
Increased in the burials this year 4043. 


Died : 

Under two years of age . 10580 

Between two and five • . 2706 

Five and ten . . . 993 

Ten and twenty . . 81 fi 

Twenty and thirty , • 2139 

Thirty and forty . . 2445 

Forty and fifty . . 2357 

Fifty and sixty . . 2121 

Sixty and seventy . . 1 666 

Seventy and eighty . . 11|^ 

Eighty and ninety . • 557 

Ninety ainl one hundred . 83 

A hundred ... ] 

A hundred and five . . ] 

A hundred and eight . . 1 

A hundred and sixteen . I 


The bounty paid on the exportation i.f 
grain this year amounted to 5.5,931/. 

1737. Jan. 11. The lord-mayor received 
from the prince of Wales, 500/., to be ap- 
plied to the releasing poor freemen of the 
city of London out of prison. 

14. The king, returning from Hanover, 
landed at Lowestoif in SuHulk, after a very 
stormy passage. 

26. All the prisoners for debt, in \Y hite- 
chapel gaol, were discharged by the ex- 
ecutors of the late Mr. Wright, of Newing- 
ton-green. 

Feh. 1. The king being indisposed by 
a tempestuoiKs passage from Holland, par- 
liament was opened by commission. Except 
some complaints of <livers tumults to oli- 
struct the execution of the laws, the royal 
speech was void of interest. 

14. Dr. John Potter, bishop of Oxfonl, 
nominated archbishop of Canterbury, on 
the death of urchbi.shop Wake. The late 
primate filled the metropolitan see twenty- 
one years. Before his elevation he was 
distinguished by lilnral sentiments, which 
he belied in his later years by a pertina- 
cious opjsisition to the laudable efforts of 
ministers to abolish religious disqualifica- 
tions. His successor was eminent lor learn- 
ing, but morose and haughty in demeanour. 

Lord Hardwicke, lurd-chief-ju*tice«-fthe 
Kiiig*s-beiich. appointed loid-chancelior of 
Gnat Britain, in the room of lord liillHit, 
deceast’d. Mr. justice Lee was made lord- 
chief-justicc. ^ 

22. Kuyai. Dispotks.— a motion was 
made in the cumrooos by Mr. Pultency, o» 
the 22nd, and in the lords on the 2wth. l>> 
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the lord Carteret, ta address hit majesty to to 51, they should appear at the bar in 
settle 100,000/. per annum on the prince of thoir robes. 

..Wales, it was opposed by sir R. Walpole, May 12. Dr. Ratcliffe*s trustees laid the 

.as an encroachment on the prerofi^ative ; as foundation of his magnificent library, at 
ail officious intermeddling with the king’s Oxford ; for the building whereof the Doc- 
family affairs ; and as an effort to set his tor left 40,000/. 

majesty and the prince at variance. But A message to the commons, to settle a 
a misunderstanding appears to have already jointure of 50,000/. a year on the princess 
taken (^lace in the royal family ; and a copy of Wales. 

of a message from the king to the prince June 1. The commons, in committee on 
was produced, in which the kiug offered to the Porteous bill, sent down from the lords, 
pay the prince 50,000/. per aniiuin out of strike out the clauses for imprisoning the 
the civil list, over and above the revenues of provost, for demolishing the Netherhow- 
the duchy of Cornwall, and settle a jointure gate, and for abolishing the municipal 
on the princess. To this message the guard of Edinburgh ; and agree only to 
ptiuce had returned a verbal answer, im- clauses for disabling the provost, and fining 
porting that the affair was now out of bis the city -000/., to be paid to the widow of 
hands, and therefore he could give no an- Porteous. In this state tlie bill received 
swer to it. The debates being finished, and the royal assent. 

the message, with the prince’s answer, being A proposal was made by sir John Ber- 
read, the nuestion was put to address his nurd, for reducing the iuterust on the public 
majesty to settle 100,000/. per annum on funds to three per cent. But this, not being 
the prince, which was resolved iii the nega- approved by the ministry, was dropped, 
live in the house of peers, 10.'} to 40. In The states of Courlan<l elected for their 
the house of commons also, it was re- duke the count de Biron, a great favourite 
solved ill the negative, 234 against 204. of the czarina. 

The prince, wliowas the opponent of the 2. Royal assent given to an act for 
minister and the head of the opposition, prohibiting the representation of dramas 
highly resented, and with great apparent not approved by the lord-chamberlain, 
jcason, that out of a civil list of SOU, 000/. | This act was w'aimly debatt'd, but the in 
a revenue of 50,000/. per annum only should fluence of the minister carried it rapidly 
be allowed him ; although his father when through its different stages. Walpole had 
prince had 100,000/. cut of a civil list of been much annoyed by political pamphlets 
700,000/. It was the cause of an entire and theatrical pieces, which as.<«ailed his 
alienation between the two courts of St, j conduct and government. By this act he 
James’s and Leicester-house ; and ihe prince hoped to choke up some of those channels 
was not even permitted, in her last illness, of eensure and abu'-e. A manuscript farce, 
ti) visit the queen, who expired in the No- called the Golden Hump, fraught with trea- 
vember following. son and virulence, which had been sent to 

Mar. 5. Great numbers of fotdmen as- 1 the minister, and by him descanted on in 
seinbled with weapons, in a lumuliuous | the house, was made the immedia’e pretext 
manner, and broke open the doors of Drury- for this infringement of the liberty of the 
I tiie theatre, fighting their way to the stage press. Upon the same day tvirliament wuis 
iloor, which they forced open, and hindered prorogued, his majesty having first hiinent- 
tlie proclamation being read by colonel de ed the spirit of insulxirdination and liceii- 
Veii ; however, he caused several of the tiousm ss pervading the community, 
ringleaders to be taken and committed to July 2. The enii>eror declared war against 
Newgate. A great many people were thcTurks.aiidthedukeof Lorraine marchcil 
wounded in the scuffie ; the audience fright- tow'ards Nissa with the grand army ; while 
ened and forced to retire; among wlioin other bodies advanced towards \Valachia 
were the prince and princess, and a gi eat and Bosnitu The Muscovites about the same 
niar.y persons of distinction. The jireteiice time advanced towaids Oczakuw, with an 
ibr this disturbance was, that the footmen army, commanded by general Munich; 
were locked out of the upper gallery, which whih‘ general Liisci, with another army of 
they claimed a right to. * Russians, invaded Crim Tartary. 

dpr, 4, A bill introduced into the lord' John Gaston, great duke of Tuscany, 
fin punishing the city of Edinburgh, owing died at Florence, on the Dth instant, wbh- 
to tlie affair of captain Portouus. out issue, in the 67th year of his age; 

-6. Three Scottish judges having been whemby the miie line of the house of 
summoned, it was debuted, whether they Medici became extinct, and the duke of 
should be interrogated at the bar, at the I.jorraii.e came into the possession ot the 
talile, or on the woolsack. Some Scottish dukedom of Tuscany. 

lords asserted that they hud a right to he 13. Oczakew surrenders to the Kusnuuis. 
seated next the English judges, but this 31. Advice, that the Derby Indmmaii, 
clMm was rejected; and it was carried, 63 a chip woitli yd, 000/., wa,s puMllanunously 
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surrendered by captain Auselm, to the pi- 
rate Angria. 

Aug, 4. The couventiou of the royal 
boroughs in Scotland, having presented Mr. 
Speaker Onslow with a suit of tine table* 
linen of their own manufacture, the speaker 
returned them his thanks ; and assured 
them, that as far as his influence went, he 
would promote the manufacture of home- 
made linen : he sent them 100/. to be 
applied to the use of the manufacture. 
Wheieupon the governors ordered it to be 
distributed into prize-money, to such as 
should make the best table-linen, in the 
years 1738, 1739, and 1740. 

25. The town was alarmed with a report 
of her majesty's death, and the tradesmen 
were providing mourning for her funeral ; 
but next day it appeared her majesty was 
in good health at Uampton-court. 

The Danes set up manufactures of silk 
and woollen, for the encouragement whereof , 
the king publisheil an edict, requiring his i 
subjects that received salaries or pensions 
to contribute 10/. per cent, per annum out | 
of their revenue, fur their support. 

iSf^/. 10. The kiugsent a message to the i 
prince by the dukes of Grafton and Rich- 
mond, complaining of his undutiful be- 1 
haviour, aud <lesiiing that ho would leave i 
St. Jarnes's-palace. Upon which the prince • 
withdrew to Kew on the 14th instant. 

29. Sir John Bernard elected lord-mayor 
of London. 

30. Fleet-market opened. 

Grain being very dear, there were great 
riots in the west of Fhiglaiid, particularly 
among the miners, who seized upon the 
corn that was carrying to market, broke 
open the warehouses in the {xirt towns, and 
carried off the corn, under pretence that it 
was designed for exportation. 

Oc/. 13. A proclamation for suppressing 
riots hy the tinners, aud others, in Cornwall. 

Nov. 4. The archbishop of Canterbury, 
lord-chancelb/r, lord* president of the coun- 
cil, lord privy-seal, the principal secretaries 
of state, and others, were appointed to ex- 
amine the fees in the several courts of law. 

20. Dsatii of uik (JufiKN. — At eleven 
this evening died queen Caroline, in the 
fifty-filth year of her age. Her premature 
death was occasiunerl by a ^u|7ture, which, 
from a false delicacy, very inconsistent with 
the general raagnanim ty of her character, 
she concealed too lf*ng l.om her physician. 
When near her end. she said to sir Robert 
Walpole, while his Ujajesty was p' sent, ** I 
hope you will never desert the king, hut 
continue to serve him with your UHtial 
fidelity and, pointing to the king, she 
adderl, 1 recommend his majesty to you.*’ 
The influence of the minister sutfered no 
diminutioii by the death of his patroness, 
ivho WM A woman of superior attiiiumeDts, 


great sagacity, and exemplary conjugal 
virtue. The queen's favourite study was 
theology, and she has been accused of 
scepticism. In her last moments, though 
urged by the bishops, she declined to receive 
the sacrament ; but fervently joined in the 
Lord’s Prayer. She was the correspondent 
of Leibnitz, and the admirer and patron of 
Whiston. Her good sense, amiable dispo- 
sition, and personal attractions gave her an 
ascendancy over the king which no rival 
could undermine. 

Dec, 14. Fire at the King's printing- 
office, Blackfriars. The loss estimated at 
20 , 000 /. 

17. Queen Caroline privately interred in 
Henry the VI 1th ’s chapel. 

A yearly bill of moriality for the city and 

tnburbe of Dublin, ending March 31. 

1738 

Chrietened, Buried. 

Males 672 Males 1023 

Females 737 Females 1483 

In all 1409 | In all 2506 
Increase this year, births 53 ; burials 289. 

1738. Jan. ‘24. Parliament met, and -.'he 
king made a speech to Iwith houses, recoiv 
mending as usual dispatch and uuanirnity. 

Feb. A motion for reiUicing the army 
from 17,704 men to 12,000, negatived by 
I 249 to 164. 

The universities waited on his majesty 
with books of verses, condoling the queen’s 
death. 

21. One Counin, a carpenter at Gibraltar, 
having brought his action against general 
Sabine, governor of that fortress, for Uyitig 
him by a court-martial, and causing him 
to receive 300 lashes, recovered 700/. of 
the general in the court of KingVbench. 
The reason the car{>en(er was used so ba^ 
barously, it seems, was, because he opposed 
au officer of the garnsou, who sought to 
seduce his wife. 

William Pitt made one of the gentlemen 
of the bcil'chamber to the prince of Wales. 

A/or. Dhpksdations ok the Spaniakds. 
— Early in this month petitions were pre- 
sented to parliament from the WeNt India 
merchants and others, trading to the plasi- 
tations, complaining of tho depredations 
committed by the Spaniards in America. 
Ever since the treaty of Seville, the Spa- 
niards had insulted and distressed the cum 
merce of Great Britain. They disputed the 
right of Ei^lish traders to cut logwo<ul in 
the hay of Carnpeachy, and gather salt on 
the island of Tortugas ; though that right 
was acknowledgerl by implication in the 
treaties which had been concluded between 
the two nations. Th* caploinz of their 
armed vessels, known by the name of 
guarda-costai, had made a practice of board- 
ing And plundering British ship% on pre* 
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tence of searching for contraband commodi- , 
ties, un which occasions they had behaved ' 
with the utmost insolence and cruelty. 
Some of their ships of war attacked a fleet 
of English merchant ships at the island of 
Tortugas, as if they had been at open en- 
mity with England. They had seised a 
great number of BritisVi vessels, imprisoned 
their crews, and confiscated their cargoes, 
iti defiance of justice and humanity. It 
was of these outrages the petitions corn- 
plained ; and several merchants were ex* 
amined at the bar of the house, in sup|>urt 
of their allegations. 

11. A piuclainatioii for putting in execu- 
tion the act against retailing spirituous 
liquors. The populace were so enraged 
against the Giii Act, that it occasiuued 
iiuiuherless tunuuts in the metropolis. The 
passion for this spirit was such, and so 
little regard was paid to the law hy which 
it was prohibited, that \^itllin two years 
I'J.UOO persons were cunvicte<l within the 
bibs of mortality of having sold it illegally. 
Nearly one halt that nunioer was cast in 
the jieiialty of 12/.; and dUOO paid lU/. 
eavdi, rather than be cuminitted to the 
hiiUse of correction. 

1(). Captain Jenkins, the master of a 
Scottish merchant ship, examined at the 
bar of the house of commons. According 
to lus relation, lie was hoarded byaguarda- 
costa, who, after ransacking his ship and 
iil-tivuting his ciew, tore off one of his 
eais, and throwing it in his face, told him 

t » take it to his king.’* I pon being askid 
what he thought when he found himself in 
tile hands of such barbarians, Jenkins re- 
plied, •* 1 recommended my soul to God 
and iny cause to iny country.” These 
words, ami the display of his ear, whudi, 
w iMjtpi d up in cotton, he always carried about 
bun, iillod the house with iiuiignation. It 
IS observable, however, of “ the faide of 
Jenkins' ear,^ as llurke calls it, that it had 
happened seven years ago (Coxe's Me- 
moils of Walpole, i. 579), and was one of 
the many relations got up, and aggravated, 
for the purpose of forcing the minister into 
a war, and thereby displacing him. 

2>S. Counsel having lieeii heard in the 
commons on the petitiuns of the merchants 
and others trading to America, the matter 
was debated in a full house. About 450 
inernliers were present. Au address to the 
king was agreed to; but the pacific policy 
ol the minister was inimical to the adoption 
ol vigorous measures. 

A/uy 13, Anniversary feast of the sons 
of the clergy. The collection for placing 
out the chiulten of clergymen was — 

At the rehearsal and feast day £. #. rf. 

at St Paul’s . • 38r) 7 7 

At the hall . , . 520 8 0 


Henry Haines, for printing the Craftt- 
man, of the 2nd of July, 1737, was sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of 200/., to suffer two 
years’ imprisonment, and to find security 
for his good behaviour for seven years. 

20. Upwards of sixty public and prWate 
bills received the royal assent ; after which 
parliament was prorogued. 

June 4. Between seven and eight, the 
princess of Wales was delivered of a 
prince at Norfolk-house, St. James’s- 
sqiiare, afterwards George 111. 

Ju/tf 25. On the Thames 1500 seamen 
were impressed for the royal nrivy. 

Aug. 4. About 200 medals in gold and 
silver of Oliver Cromwell were lately struck 
at his majesty's mint, from a die of Crom- 
well, cut during his proteitorate at the 
Tower of Loudon, and lately bought at 
Lisle in Flanders by an English virtuoso 
on his travels, who brought the die to 
London. 

Sept. 23. The celebrated Dr. Edmund 
Boerhaave, professor of physic and che- 
mistry at Leyden in Holland, died in the 
70th year of his age. 

The pope issued a bill of excommunica- 
tion against freemasons. 

Of/. 4. The Hanoverians attacked the 
town of Steinhurst, m possession of the 
Danes, and took it; which occasioned a 
rupture between Denmark and Hanover. 
The regency of Hanover would not have 
ventured on this aggression without reli- 
ance on their poweiful ally ; and the dif- 
ference was subsequently compromised by 
England stipulating to pay Denmark 
25U.U00 crowns per annum for three years. 

y. The Muscovites demolished tlie for- 
tress of Oczacow before they went into 
wii.ter quarters, it being too remote from 
the rest of their territories to be defended 
against the Turks without a great ex- 
pense. 

30. The French ambassador at Stock- 
holm signed a treaty with the Swedish mi- 
nisters, whereby the French king promised 
to pay to the crown of Sweden, during ten 
years, a subsidy of 90,000 livres; and Swe- 
den promised not to make any treaty diu- 
ing that time with any otherjiower without 
the couseut of France. 

Sov, John Asgill died in the rules of the 
King* s-bench, aged nearly 100 (ante p.3l3). 

7 . The defiiuitive treaty l>etv\eeii the em- 
peror and the French king WiUi signed at 
Vienna, whereby France guaianteed the 
Pragmatic sanction ; that is, the pos- 
session of all the Austrian dominions to 
the female hein* of the emperor. 

Dec. A ciinvention was concluded tins 
month between their Biidsh and D.mish 
majesties, in relation to the territory of 
bteinhorst ; and his majesty withdrew ms 
troops from thence. 


£90C 15 7 
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Chrisienwgs and Buria/s, within the bi/Zs of ^ Apr» 7. As the workmen were digginj' 
mortalitify from December 13, 1737, /o in Stocks- market, Ibr the foundatiun ut‘ the 
DecfmUr 12, 1738: — ' Mansion-house, they took tip a grave-stone 

Chnxtened, Buried, which hud been there 297 3 jears. The 

Males 8,212 Males 12,750 letters and figures, with a curious coat of 

Females 7,848 Females - 13,0/6 arms upon it, appeared but very little de- 

faced. 


In all 16,060 I In all' 25,825 19. Dr. Nichotas Saunderson, professor 

Decreased in the burials this year, 1998. of mathematics in the university of C'am- 
Died: bridge, died, aged 67, When a year 

Under two years of age . • 9600 old he lost his eye sight through thei^nall. 

Between two and five . *. 2366 fMix. Yet he became a very learnefl mini 

Five and ten . . • 784 and popular leclurer. 

Ten and twenty • . . 783 27. Lord Sautry tried at Dublin, and 

Twenty and thirty • . • 2072 found guilty by his peers of the murder of 

Thirty and forty • . . 2439 his servant. lie was young, and the last 

Forty and fifty . , . 2363 of the family, and, great interest being 

Fifty and sixty . . . 21u6 made, the king was prevailed upon to le- 

Sixty and seventy . • . 1551 prieve him during pleasure. 

Seventy and eighty . .1121 Mny. Tlie first stone of a metbodist 

Eighty and ninety* . • . 529 chapel was this month laid in Biist *l. 

Ninety and a hundred . .101 Some difficulty soon after arising as to the 

A hundred • . .2 liability nf the feoffees, Mr. \\ esley took 

A hundred and two . • 4 the management of the chapel into his 

A hundred and three • • 2 own hands, as he did that of utheis, and 

A hundred and five • • 1 thereby established unlimited authority over 

A hundred and eleven • . 1 his followers, which the present .Conferenee 

The decrease in mortality may have inherits from him. 
arisen from the less consumption of spirits There being a gieat scarcity of corn in 
ill consequence of the Gin Act. It seems to many of the i rovinces of France, the ilnke 
have operated favourably for the rearing of t f Orleans caiiserl 100,000/. to he expended 
infants, as there is a decrease in the deaths in the purcliase of corn from this country, 
of those under two years of age, conipared to be distrituited at a moderate price anioiig 
with the preceding year (ante p. 412), to the the poor in those provinces w here he hail 
a’liount of 980. The greater sobriety of ! iuiy interest. 

j areu's ha«l doubtless great influence in ‘ laml Waljiole, eldest Son of sir Robeft, 
this striking result. made auditor of the Kxeliequcr, in the room 

1739. Fch. 1. On the commencement of of the late earl of Halifax, a place fi/ lii’e 
tlie session the king infnnned pailiaineut a worth 6U0U/. per anniini. Edward 5Val- 
convention had been c. included with Spain. p'»le, esq., second son of sir Robert, made 
b. A copy of the Spanish convention of clerk of the pells in the Exchequer, in the ’ 
Pardo laid before the hoi.se of lonis. room of bis brother. 

12. A satire w^ntten by Mr. Whitehead, The Danes, by a subsidy treaty, •ngaged 
reflecting on several jieers. was voted a to keep, iluring three years, 5000 foot and 
scandalous and malicious libel; and, the lOOO horse in readines.*), for the service ot 
author alscunding, Robert Dod.sley, the Britain. But as it was stipulated they 
printer, wl o attended, was ordered to l>e .should not serve in the fleet, nor against 
taken into custody ; after some debate, France or .Spain, exci'pt in (Teriiianv; 
wherein the lords who were against it oh- be carried beyond sea, people were inucli 
served, that it was not usual to take a puzzled to know the kind of service they 
printer or publisher into custody, where he were engaged for. 

appeared aiul discovered his author. Tlie terms of the convention not being 


17. George Whitfield, the founder of 
the CaWinistic methodi<«ts, pleaches from 
his first field- pulpit to ‘ he coliiers of Kings- 
wood, near.Bristol ; a r <.ce of mvn ignorant 
of religion, of brutal maimers, and uncouth 
dialect. 

Mar. 8. JX*bate in the commons on th^ 
Spanish ciinventicm, in which lioth parties 
summoned their fiirces : 400 members had 
taken their seats by eight in the morning, 
and an adrlress of approval was only car- 
ried by a majority of 2^ in a house of 492 
members. 


settled, vigorous pieparatioiis for war were 
made in this month. 

June 10. The centre house ixiGrosveuor- 
> quart*, valued at 10 , 000 /., was raflied for, 
aud won by Mis. Hunt, a grocer’s wife in 
Piccadilly, and Mrv. Brathwaite, her lodger. 

14. Parliament prorogued, alter the 
royal assent had been given to an act re- 
straining lotteries, raffles, and gaming. 
Also to an act granting 5000/. to Joanna 
Stevens for the discovery of a nostrum 
the cure of calculus, but the medicine ilw 
uot answer expectations. , ' 
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July 10. An order of council was made 
for inakinj^ reprisals on the Spaniards. 

At this time there were upwards of 260 
members in the house of commons who 
liad places under the government, v ith sa-.J 
lai ies from 2.')0/. to 1 1,000/. a year. 

Aug, Advice that Na<iir Shah had in- 
vaded India, and peiuirated into th4 heart 
of that country ; whereupon the Tdrks were 
at liberty to recall their trodps from Persia, 
ancf bend their whole force agninst the 
(^Jliristianl: that the imjterialists had been 
defeated at Kroska, near llelgrade; and 
that the Turks had laid" siege to that city. 

Sept, 5. The Spanish ambassador leaves 
London. 

1 2. Peace betv/een the emperor and the 
Turks. ^ ; 

20. Tile king of Spain granted commis- 
sions to cruise against the English, and 
seised the English shipping io his ports. 

Oct, 1. Advice that MadirShah had de- 
fea»e<l the Great Mogul, and made him 
prisoner in his capital of Delhi. 

17. A charter granted for erecting an 
hospital for foundling chiblreii ; firwliich 
it Was computed the sum of 30,000/. was 
collected among the nobility iUid gentry 
before t)ie patent passe<l. 

23. War proclaimed again>t Spain at 
(luning-cross and the Royal-exchange. 

23. The St. Joseph, a Spanish ship, 
taken by admiral Haddock rear Cadiz. ar- 
rived at ?>pithead. This prize was valued 
at lOdfiOOt. 

AW. 5. There being a mutiny among 
the wbidcinen in the yards at Wtxihvich, a 
battalion of guards and a troop of hor.se 
were senl^ down; upon which tiny dis- 
persed, hut reinsed fo work, unless some 
I'liyihiges were allowed them, which they 
cluimedfus their right. 

6. A riot of the journeymen w'eavers in 
Spitalfields, and a battalion of guards sent 
to disperse ihem. 

li). Parliament being assembled, the 
king stated he had summoned tliem thus 
early oh account of the war with Spam, 
'ami to which the Spaniards had been en- 
couraged through ** the heats and animosi- 
ties winch had been fomented in the king- 
^m.’t Aildresava of support were tenuered 
from* both houses ; and Mr. Pulteney and 
other oppositionists who liacl seceded from 
the commons on account of its approval of 
the Pardo convention, now resiiiuad their 
places. Wiilpole, who had taken the op- 
portunity to pass several [loputar measures 
tn the interval, met them with a sarcastic 
effect that publi<; business 
had gone on very well in their ahseiice., 
*md that if they had returned only to ‘‘op- 
hose and p?rplex,*‘ their presence would be 
110 gain to the country. 

1^. <» 1? irst meeting of the nobility and 


gentry at Somerset-house to rer.eivo tht> 
charter of the Foundling-hospital. It was 
reatl by Thomas Corath, esq., the first pe- 
ntioner, and eiopowered them to purchase 
lauds to the value of 4000/. per annum. 
Xheir domihon seal,-— Pharaoh’s daughter 
and her .maids taking Moses out of the 
bull-rushes. 

26. A proclamation for a public fast foi 
imploring God’s blessing on our arms 
against Spain. 

There were 30,000 men on the establish- 
ment of Great Britain, 12,000 on that of 
Ireland, and 6000 marines to be raised as 
fast as possible, and 6000 Danes to be taken 
into our service, if wanted ; which, with 
30,000 men in the electorate of Hanover, * 
would make upwards of 80,000 troops- 
Advice thht Nadir Shah had put out the 
ey«.*s of the Great Mogul and his prime- 
ninister, and destroyed 300,000 of the in- 
habitants wf Delhi. 

/>cc. 25. A severe frost began. 

A general bill of all the Christenings ojtd 
liuriais^ within the bills of mortality frorts 
Dec. 12. 1738, to Dec. 11, 1739:— 
Christened, Buried, 

Males 8,228 Males 12,416 

Females * 7,953 Females 13,016 

In all 16,181 1 In all 25,432 

Decreased in the burials this year, 393. 
Die<l under two years of age, 9>687. Lived 
to 100 or upwards, 13. 

The numb*?r of burials last yearat Vler- 
na amountea to 6142, and of chriNtenings 
to 6060. At Amsterdam there died last 
year 7507 {)erson.s, which is 255 le.ss than 
the year preceding ; and there were 2'>8l 
marri.iges, namely, 1653 in the Calvinist 
churches, and 928 in the other churches. 

\7 AO. Jan, 7. At Kirkaldy, as I'ourteen 
apprentices and servants were making merry 
according to the custom there, on the first 
Monday in the year, in a hollow below a 
rocky eminence, the rock fell and crushed 
them to death. 

Advice of the death of the pope, having 
a few days before signed indullo, whereby 
lie gave the king of Spain leave to raise 
2.000,000 of Crowns upon the clergy of 
Spain, nut even excepting the Jesuits. 

The frost continued very intense thiough 
this mouth, and the damage iU)nc to the 
Sl ipping by the ice immense. Coals were 
sold at 2h, a bushel in London ; water still 
dearer. • The necessities of the uoor were 
very great, not being able to work at their 
trades ; but the rich were never more chari 
table. The frost was general in Europe. 

A conspiracy against the czarina was liis- 
covered ; for which four princes td th6 
Dolghoruky family were executed at Novo* 
gorud : this plot was formed in favour ot 
the princess Elizohetl), ^ 
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Feb. 2. Orders for a general embargo, fixing his first and second son in two valu* 
5. A proclamation, offering every able able sinecures. ^ 
sailor who would entrr into his majesty's May 6. Ilis majesty set out for Ilano> 
service two guineas bounty money ; every ver; but the \inds proving contrary, he lay 
^ ordinary man thirty shillings ; and consta- «a great while in the mouth of the Thames, 
hies were offered two guineas for every and did nut arrive at Helvoetsluys until the 
sailor they should impress. 25th instant. 

A bill was introduced fo* a general re- 8. 'Princes%Jdary matried to the prince 
gistry of seaihen. It was oppoibd by sir of Hesse. 

John Bernard, oh the ground that it would 31. Died, in his fifty-second year, the 
obviate the distinction between sailor king of Prussia, leaving a character, as 
and bondsman,* and was ultimately aban- d|iicribeil by the margravine of Bareith, in 
doned. * her ‘ Memoirs,* degraded by caprice, avarice, 

^ 14. Several fires at Dublin andjiixeter, jgnorance^i;;. and brutality. He was suc- 
wbiclil from the scarcity of water raged cecded by his eldest sun Frederick, then in 
uncontrolled. his twenty-eighth year, and atterwards so 

16. The great frost be^n to abate ; and . famous as a warrior, legislator, and man of 
by the 20th instant the Thames was open,*] letters. 

to the great joy of evefj body. July, Riots iif various parts, owing to 


23. The king having sent a message to 
the commons on the 8th instant, desiring 
a further supply, and no message having 
l>een sent to the lords, some of the peers 
apprehended it to he a great slight ; upon 
which a motion was made, that it was con- 
traiy to the custom of parliament that a 
message, signed by his majesty, asking a 
further supply for carrying uii the war. 
should be sent to the house of commons 
without taking any notice of the 
houses of peers. But tlie motion was ne- 
gatived by Q3 to 32. 

Alar, 13. Advice that admiral Vernon 
had captured Porto Bello, and blown up 
the fortifications. 

19. A pension bill, which had passed 
the commons, was rejected by the lords, 
chiefly through a speech of the bishop of 
Salisbury. 

Apr. 29. Parliament prorogued, after 
tbe royal assent had been given to an act 
for preventing horse racing, and deceitiul 
gaming. 

30. Statk/)f Parties. — The duke of 
Argyle surrendered all his places. Accord- 
ing to lord John Russell, his grace was a 
roan of a^^reedy (disposition and irrilable 
temjier : his discontent arose, in all proba- 
bility, from personal niotivei^; hut the con- 
vention with Spain served to colour his 
change of ])olitics. The opposition in the 
]^ouse of lords had grow not late years vrry 
fdrmi^able. The duke of Argyle was a 
declamatory, but a read , graceful and ani- 
mated speaker. Lord 1 a.teret w.>s elegant, 
classical, and well-infonned ; lord Bathurst 
was a practised and sennihle deb ter: the 
Joke of Bedford spoke ably on questions of 
trade and business of detail.** Iti the cabi- 
nvif lord Hardwicke and the duke of New- 
castle were estranged from the niiraster ; 
the duke in cunseqtmnce of the promotion 
of lord Hervey to be privy-seal, in the roots 
of tlie earl of Oudolpmn. Walpole bad 
Wguu to prepare for ine corning storm, by 


the high price of grain and its i-xportatiuii. 
Several were killed by the military, and 
orders were issued to enforce the 5th and 
6th of Kdw. VI. against engrossers. 

16. The dowager queen of Spain, widow 
of Charles II., ilied, aged 73. 

Auy, A subsidy treaty concluded witli 
Hesse for lour years ; whereby Hesse \i..s 
obliged to keep 4800 foot and 1200 horse Uji 
tile serviiv of Britain; for which Bniuiri 
WHS to pay 250,000 crowns a year. 

Sept. The king of PriiSHui ha\ing u 
dispute with the bishop of Leige, about ilu- 
barony of Herstai, that king ordereil hu 
troops to march into the bishopric, aud live 
at free quarters till the bishop complierk 
wiih his demands, 

14. The king’of Piussia witlnlrew liis 
forces out of ti e territories of Leige, on (ic- 
ing ])aid 200,000 Gerinaii crownsi 

18. Admiral Ancon culled frpm SI])itT- 
hearl for the South-sea, 

Oct. 20. Fhaouatic SAN’CTioN.-^Knipe- 
ror Ciiarles VI., the last helr-malc u| |h<‘ 
house of .\tuitria Hapshu^g,died. In a few 
days af^er, Anne, empress of Russia, who 
bequeathed her crown to Ivan, the infant 
grandson of her eldaf sister, the duchess d 
Mecklenburg. But this disposition was 
Siam after set aside fn favour of the princess 
Klizaheth, who in the government of the 
empire adopted the wise policy of her fatlu r 
Peter the great. Almost all the powers oi 
Europe had, by the Pragmatic Sanction, 
guaranteed the possessions of Austria to tin- 
archduchess Maria There.sa, mieen of Hun - 
gary ; yet no power, except J&oglaiid, was 
influenced by lU eng.igemants. 

iVov. F rederif k of Prussia, ‘availing him- 
self of the great treasure accumulated by 
the bile king, and of a powerftil army, re- 
vived :i dormant claim so Silesia, which he 
this month invsdtd*. « 

12. Maria Theresa declared the duko 
of TiJKcany her husbdld and co-regent In 
tlie governiiicni of hef ddfimionc# 
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1 8. The la»t session of parliament hef^an. 

^ Dec, 2. TJie Pruiisians enter Breslaw. 
Frederick offered to advance the queen of' 
Hungary money sufficient tof resist all her 
enemies* on condition of the formal cession 
of Silesia. But Maria Theresa reiected the 
projXisition with disdain; saying,she< would 
sooner lose lier uuder>pei^C,oat thaft cede 
that province.’ * 

31. It was computed that 407 English 
vessels had been taken by tlie Spauiai^ds 
since the Ci>nimencement;,ot' the Wiq[, valued 
at 3,t:ir)0,300 yieces of eight. 

In the course of th's year tht^opposition 
lust, by deathf yine tif their cl. let leaders^ 
sir William Wyiidham, wlm was deeply re- 
gretted as an orator and patriot ; his early 
party attachments having l>een forgotten 
in admiration of his longf. and hitter hos- 
tility to a minister now generally unpopular. 

Chrixteningi and Buria/a within the hitU of 
rnorta/ifij* from December II, 1739, to 
December [6 f 174U. 

('hnstened. fiuri^d. 

Males 7,83.1 Male.s 14,9.s5 

Females 7,398 Females 

luall 15/J31 I In ail 30.811 

Increased in the burials this year, 5379. 
Ten thousand seven hundred and .<ixty-five 
died under two years of age. Thirteen 
lived to the age of one hundred or upwards. 
The iiiimher of deaths was remark, ihly 
augmented this year, owing to the severe 
winter and rise in the price of grain. 

Atcordiny tv the iast years bi/t fur the ci/y 
ff Pat is y there were 

(diristenej^ • • 18,632 

Marked . . . . 4,017 

Buried * . . 2.'),2»4 

Fouiidliugs . 3,1 r>0 

So that Gii52 died inure tliaa wi ir h.iptiised. 

1741. Jan. 24. 'Suiiiuel (ii/udu'i. vsq . 
captain of the Ruby man-of-war, Iving iii 
Kiiigruad, hired some sailors to surprise 
Ids brother sir DiVlely Goonier, at Bristol, 
and hurry him on board th^ Kuhy; where 
the captain caused him to he iiiurdeicd, 
with a view of enjoying his estate, which 
was 'Bald to be 3000/. per annum. But the 
assus^ind wero discovered, and confessed 
their villany. 

FrA. A nnmuimut erected in Westmin- 
ster alib'ey to the memory of Shakspeare. 

4. A'tast for the success of the war. 

11. AiTAck ON Wai.poi.k — Mr. Sail* 
went, up to sir Robert Walpole, in 
the Imuse, and told him that on Fiidrty 
n«xt he should hriii|j a charge ii|^inst him 
jn public. The minister seemed surpiustd. 
J|ut, after a >.hort paus^, thanked him po- 
htely for this previous notice, and said he 
desired * no favour^ bm, lair play.* It was 
this occasion sir Robert misquoted Ho- 


race. ' As I am not conscious/ said he, < of 
any crime; 1 do not doubt of being able io 
make a proper defence. Nit conscire sibi 
nulli paliescere culpet.'* Mr. Pulteney coi- 
recteii him ; but he insisted on being right, 
and actually bet a wager on the accuracy 
of his quotation. 

13. Pursuant to his previous intimation, 
Mr. Sarulys made his motion fur the dis- 
missal of sir Robert W alpole from the king's 
councils^ for ever. The gallery was cruwdeu 
long before the house met : many members 
secured their seats at six o’clock in the 
morniiq^ The accusations of Mr. Sandy Si»^ 
were vague and iiiiiefinite. The very feng’th 
of Walpole’s power, he said, was in it>elf 
dangerous; it was not necessaiy to accuse 
him of any specihe crime ; the dissatisiac 
tion of the people was a sufficient cause for 
his removal. He was answered i)y Mr. 
Pelham, to uhom sir John Bernard n plied. 
The debate was closed at three in the muVn- 
ing by a powtoful speech from Walpole. 
His address made a deep impression ou the 
house ; and the motion of Mr. Sandys was 
iiegaiived by the large majority of 290 
against 106. A like motion was made the 
same day by lord ('arteret in the lords, which 
was supportetl only by 59 votes against 108. 
Sever.il peers who held places and were 
secretly opposed to the minister, did not 
^vote, and acquired the name of ‘ sneakers.’ 

iT/<ir. 10. Foundation stone of the Ex- 
change at Bristol laid by the mayor, Henry 
Combe. 

26. The new lord-mayor sworn in on a 
phitfiirin, erecitil outside of the gate, by 
lord Corinvallis, constable of the Tower, ac- 
cording to Bii ancient custom, when itie 
barons of the Exchequer are out of town. 

Apr. S. The king, in a speech, informs 
parliament that the queen of Hungary had 
demanded tin* 12,000 troops he had stipu- 
late<l to furnish ; nnd. in causeqneiice, he 
had required trom the king of Denmark 
uini the king of Sweilen, as landgrave of 
Hesse Cassi l, tluit they hold in feaditiess 
their qu >taN i f 6u00 cacti, for the mainte- 
nailc%> of which* they had received suhsniies 
from FIngland. subsidy of 300,000/. was 
voted to the queen. The preparations fur 
this war had ulrc dy cost o.OuO.OOO/. The. 
king was diawn into it from apprehensions 
fur llanovei, endangered I y the neighbour- 
hood »)f Prussia, suddenly I'ccome ;i ])ower 
of the fust rank. After all, George II. kept 
out of the qu.iirel by agreeing with the 
French to give his vote to the elector of 
Bavaria, for emp« ror, and thereby securing 
the lie .tra'itv of hia (ierman territories. 

10. Battle ot Molwits, in which the 
Au«tri«r.s Iwd 7000 killtfU .m-l the I'russiari. 
a^QU. Fn'dcrick of Prussia It ft the held 
earlv, and the vict ry was won ny the skill 
id' inarshul Schwt. n. _ 
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25, Parliiiment prorog^uecl, and on the 
28th instant dissolved. 

All act passed this session to prohibit 
the expiirration of corn, malt, bread, bis- 
cuit, starch, beef, pork, and bacon. 

Henry Bromley, Stephen Fox, and John 
Howe, three members of the commons, who 
had signalised themselves in defence of the 
minister, were created barons of Montford, 
Ilchester, and Chedworth. Horatio Wal- 
jKile, esq. w’as made one of the tellers of the 
Exchequer, in the room of lord Onslow, 
deceased. * 

< May 6. The king having appointed the 
same’ Turds justices as last y ear, set out fur 
Hanover. 

18. Great public rejoicings, on the re- 
ceipt of news of some advantage gained 
over the Spaniards in the harbour of Car- 
thagena. But the sequel of this expedition 
under admiral Vernon and general Went- 
worth proved most disastrous. Incapacity 
and dissension characterised their ujera- 
tions ; and after sustaining immense loss 
from ill-concerted attacks and tropical dis- 
eases, they were compelled to a disgracetul 
retreat, Vernon was reinforced with 3000 
men from England, b*it he Hccomplished 
nothing ; and it was discoveivd that his 
abilities had been greatly overrated, in con 
sequence of his lucky capture of Porto 
Bello iu the preceding year. 

June 2. A very but press ; they took all 
they could lay hands upon, whether tliey 
had protections or not, on board or ashore ; 
and in thirty- six hours the niunber taken 
and enrolled in the navy hooks was 2370. 

14. Maria Thert‘.sa orowiied queen of 
Hungary at Presburg. Alter the ceremony 
she advanced to a certain rising ground 
near tha Danube, and according to ancient 
custom, mounting a horse richly capari- 
soned, flourished a nuked sword titwurds 
the four quarters of the world ; thereby «ig- 
nifying that she would defend the kingdom 
against its enemies on every side. 

16. As prince George, ihf* princess Au- 
gusta, and the other young prince and 
princes were remoiing fnun Epsom to 
Cliefilen, they were met on Houuslow-heath 
by two highwaymen, who rode up to the 
coach, but being informed whose children 
were in it, they only cried, God bh si them, 
and went off: howeV' /, meeting soon after 
with the nurses and ariendarits in another 
coach, they rubbed them of a considerable 
booty. ' 

24. For the benefit of trade, the rust- 
m aster-general orders that letters shall be 
despatched to Bristol, Norwich, and some 
other towns, six, in lieu of throe times a 

week* 

31. Woolwich Academy ordered lo"W 
built for iiMtructing the g^uitlemeii belong- 
ing to tl« lurtillery. 


T/te profit and hss of Great Britain in the 
war with Spain^ from July 1730, to July 
1741, wai as follows : — 

127 ships taken from the Spa- 
niards '. • . . £704,400 

Seven galleons destroyed . 100, GUO 

Seven men of war • • 405,000 

Loss at Porto Bello computed at 1 00 , 000 

At lort Cliagre . . . 200,000 

At Carthagena, by demolishing 

their forts . • . 18,000 

Tolal of the Spaniards* loss 1,617 ,400 

Loss of the English by 1^ 

ships taken by Spain . 612,000 

Differeiico £ 1 ,005 , KiO 


Had the greater loss of Spain been a 
proportionate g lin to England, in lieu of 
an useless destruciioii of Spanish properti, 
there would have been less to regret m this 
balance-sheet of the war. 

July 24. Sweden declares war against 
Russia. 

Any. 8. Act prohibiting the expurtato x 
of grain .suspemled till Christmas day. 

SV///. 21. In the north of Ireland wiieat 
sold for sixpence a stone, beef at one penny 
a pound ; and other provisions in pru]>oi - 
tion. 

‘is. KonU Khan invaded Turkey, and ad- 
vanced with his army .is far as Er/eruin. 

(h:t. 20. The king unives at St. James's 
from H auover. 

20. Pe.ite concluded between Russia 
and Turkey. 

30. The city of Prague taken by 
an<l the elector tJ’ Bavaria proclaiined king 
of Bohemia. 

No\ , 10. luisii PiioTK.srAM s. — Pursu- 
ant to ail order of the lord-lieiiteiiant lu 
1740, a return was made of the nuuibi r 
of prutestiint uilmbitauts of Ireland, tbe 
amount of wdiich was above 06,067 lu- 
milies. 

24. Revolution at Petersburgh, by which 
Elizabeth, tlie youngest daughter of Pcicr 
the (vreat and of the empress (iatheriiic, is 
made empress. 

25. A third general fast, on account of 
the war, observed. 

Dec. Sv.w Paui.iamknT. — O n the meet- 
ing of parliament Mr. Onslow was re-cho''en 
.speaker. The elections had been carried 
ou with unusual party bitterness, i he 
prince of Wales spent 12.000/. in unste 

cessful effiir^s todei'eattbe court caiHlidaics 

in We’^tmiiister. Pulteuey* tlie duchess ot 
Marll orotigh, and, lord Valmouih speiO- 
large sums. Argylo exerted biu.s«‘lt. so 
that the minister had only »i' suppurleis 
returned from ScotUn^T* "iit the whole 
the represeatative peera vereclioseii agree- 
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ably to the list transmitted from St. James’s. 
Instructions were delivi^ed by the consti- 
tuents to a gfreat number of inemlierS) re- 
quiriiiij' them to oppose a standini; army in 
time of peace, to vote for the mitigation of 
excise laws, for the repeal of the septennial 
act, and for the limitation of placemen in 
the house of commons. Walpole’.s weak- 
ness was soon manifested in the heat of 
the controverted elections. 

4. l^arliament opened by the kintj, who 
in his speech insi>ted on the old topics of 
the necessity of maintaining the Prag- 
matic Sanction and the balance of power. 
Mr. Shippen steadily afhrmed liis tbriner 
opinion that it was contrary to the Act 
ol Settlement to involve the nation in 
war for Hanoverian interests. Mr. Viner 
impiired why England should be always 
fighting in the quarrels of others and be in 
])erpetuAl war, that her neighbours may en- 
joy peace ? The oppusiliuu, however, did 
i.ot think proper to divide on the addres.s. 
Hut shortly after they defeat c»l the ministers 
hy four voices on the Westminster election 
I etiiioii, Walpole, finding he had lost his 
p irliamentary majority, tried to divnle his 
(ipponeuts hy essaying to pacify the prince I 
IV nh the offer of a double income and to 
pay his debts. This the prince declined, 
and insisted on his retirement. 

18. A great meeting of merchants at 
tile Crown tavern hehiinl the Royal Kx- 
ch.inge, who complain of their numerous 
losses by the captures of the Spanish pri- 
vateers. 

( hrinleriin;f9 nnd Burinfs, V'i:hm the hilU of 
mortnhuf^ from pfcemhcr 16, 1740, to 
Drcemhrr K'), 1741. 

Chriutcned. But ied, 

Mides 7,667 Males i.’i,4r»r) 

Females 7,200 Females 16,701 

In ail 14,0.->7| In all 3-\169 

liiereased in the IniriaH this year, I 
Diid undei two years of age, 10,456. Lived 
to 100 nr upwards. 14. 

1712. Jan, Petitions to parliament from 
London, Liverjiool, LancasU^r and South- 
ampton, against naval los.ses sustained hy 
the war. 

21. Mr. Piilteuey moved that the pajiers 
presented relative to the conduct of the 
war he relerreil to a secret committee. 
Negatived only hy a majority of three in 
u house of 503 nietnbers. 

Beb. 2. The minister defeated on the 
Cliippenham election, by,24l to 22.5. U|K)n 
this sir RnhertJVal pole expresseil his inten- 
tion not again to sit in the house^ 

, d. Parliament adjourned to the LSth 
mstant. 

Sir Robert Walpole created earl of 
Orford, with a pension of^dOOA a year. 
The influence ot ex-premier did not 
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cease with his retirement, being often cou. 
suited hy George II. When the king part- 
ed with this faithful servant he fell upon his 
neck and wept, kissed him, and begged to 
see him frequently. — (Coxe’s Memoirs of 
Walpide, i. 696.) Allusions in the theatre 
to the fall of an ambitious minister, with a 
view to excite odium against him, were 
coldly received by the jniblic. 

10. At a meeting of the common coun- 
cil it is resolved to draw up instructions fur 
the city representatives on the present 
critical juncture of affairs. 

^1 1. The earl of Oford resigned all his 
employments. He succeeded Mr. Aislahie 
as chancellor of the exchequer, April 4, 
1721, and the earl of Sunderland as first 
lord of the treasury. The term “ prime- 
minister*’ was fir-it applied to Walpole, 
but reproachfully. “Having invested me,” 
he remarked on Mr. Sandy’s motion last 
year. “ with a kind of mock dignity, and 
styled me a Prime Minister^ they impute to 
me an unpardonable abuse of that chime- 
rical authority which they only created and 
conferred.” 

The elector of Bavaria, who had been 
hoseii emperor of Germanv, was crowned 
by the name of ('harles VI 1. 

12. A great meeting of the noblemen 
and gentlemen, members of both houses of 
parliament, to the number of 300. at the 
Fountain T.vvern in the Strand, to consider 
)f what was expedient to be done in the 
present crisis. , 

17. Rktikbmknt of W’^ Ai.poi.K.— The 
policy of the earl of Orford after his res g- 
uation was to avert impt'achment. For this 
pUipose he sought to break Jhe phalanx 
of his enemies hy opening a private iii^o- 
tiation with one of their chiefs. Mr. Pul- 
teiiey would not undertake to screen the 
ex-miui.ster from prosecution ; but without 
consulting any of the oiquisition, except 
lord Carteret, accepted theotficeof forming 
a new ministry. Only the more ohnoxious 
of the Walpoiians >vere removed. Lord 
Hardwicke was continued chancellor, the 
earl of Newcastle one of the secretaries of 
.state, Mr. Eelhain paymaster- general, sir 
William Yonge secretary of war, and sir 
Dudley Ryder attoiney-general. The new 
ap|>oiutmen1s were Mr. Sandys chancellor 
of the exchequer, the earl of Wilmington 
first lord v^f the treasury, the earl ot Win- 
chilsea first lord ot the admiralty, lord Car- 
teret the other secretary of statu, lord Har- 
rington president of the council, earl G>over 
lord privy seal. Mr, Pulteney contented 
himself with a seat in the cabinet and the 
promise of an earldom. Lord Gower was the 
only tory in the administration. This clissa- 
tisued that party ; and the section ot whigs 
headed Uy Pitt, Lyttletoii and Grenvill- 
were also excUule<i> 
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The d^ke of Argyle resigned his offices of nity'is an obstruction to JusHce, passed in 
mastef'general of the ordnance and com* the negative, — 246 to 193. 
inander-in-chief of the forces. ' His rfesig- June 4. After a lon|f trial in the court of 
nation within a month of his appointment Kiug’s-bench. the jury found a gentleman 
arose from the refusal to admit sir John guilty of penalties of 25U0/. for winning 
Hynde Cotton, a jacobite, to a place in the 500/. from another gentleman at hazar<l 
government. But the duke was dissatisfied seven years before, 
with the exclusion of the tories. 16. Royal assent given to an act for se- 

Mar. 18. A gfneral court of the Bank curing to John Byrom, M.A., the sole right 
of England, when a dividend of two three- of publishing a treatise on short-hand in- 
fourths per cent, for interest and profits for vented W him. 

the half-year ending at Lady-day next was 23. Thomas Longman, stationer, with 
proposed, and unanimously agreed to. four others, paid their fines of 400/. and 20 

23. A iinolion in the commons for Ik marks each, for refusing to serve the office 
secret committeejto inquire into the conduct of sheriff of London. M r. Carbonel swore 
of goveriime^ the last ten years himself not worth 15,0007. 

carried by 252 to^45. Lord Limeric|c was Ju/y 15. Mr. Fulteney took his seat in 
chosen chairman t>f this committee. the lords as earl of Bath, and sunk into 


26. The Lords again reject the pension 
bill hy 76 to 46. 

Apnl 14. Solicitor of the Treasury com- 
mitted to Newgate for refusing to answer 
the questions pt|| to him by the secret com- 
mittee. He was accused of being ..profuse 
in the expeoditure^of the public money. It i 
is well known that Walpole lavished the f 
wealth, power and .places in his gift in the 
purchase of parliamentary majorities. From 
the year 4707 to the year 1717, the ex- 
penditure of secret service; money amount- 
ed' to* 279,44il/<, but in only ten years of 
his ministry i| swelled to ^,447,7367. Of 
this sum a great part was expended in con- 
trolling elections and on hireling writeif! 
A sum of 30,1 k 8 /, was paid to a noble earl 
for wtich DO seivlte is specified, |hough it 
was understooif to signify a com pi i cat ion 
fiicludiDg speeches o^ the earl, the return 
of several members fqr the lowe| house, &c. 
Another item TDOu/. a noble nuke, 
suppiiCed to be for similar services* Mere 
than 170,000/. was pnid to the writers and 
proprietors o1f Gazetteers^ Londoi|. Jour- 

nals, Daily C 0 uraiits,^And other fa|>ers. Of 
this sum no less than HI ,97 7/. wa^ paid 
#itfiin 4 yei^puly to FAtncia Walsiogliiun, 
esq.(ni»/. o^^Valfhies Adminiitraiion. 347). 

15. A motion fof the repeiiiif thCsep- 
iennial act rejected hy the commons. It 
was oppbsed by Mr. Bulteneyipnd hy Mr. 
Sandys, the last a reputed lepublicaiu . 

The quj;^a 4 »f HyngaryN forces were com- 
puted 103,527 nit n. ^ # 

Bfay 6. 'llie forces on the Britiih esta- 
blishmant toj^o al/road 1 4,334 men. 

25. 4 yp^fri. ;i. the cpmitions, to 

indemni^ tUa witnessea examined by the 
secret jximmittee, was rejt^ted in the lords 
by a majorily 4>f 52. l^is^ut an end to 
thetn^iry into Walpole’s 
tion. He wjithdriw ^ Hiehmond, and s|jeu^ 
the remaining thrA years of his life un 
malesled in r^ement. 

27. » A motion in the commons that Jhe 
lords coucurri^ in t|j^a bill of indein- 


iiisignificance and conteinfit for ajiostdcy. 
Parliament prorogued, the king having first 
informed them of the peace roncluded be- 
tween the king of Prussia andlhe queen of 
Hungary, under his mediation 

Auff, 17. A pardon passed the great seal 
to Robert Knighr, esq., late cashier of the 
SoiitlT«;8sa copipaiiy, of all felo des and of- 
fences inflicted on him by act of j>arlui- 
ment in the ryigii of George 1. * 

28. Karl of Stair returns from an unsuc- 
cessful mission to Holland, the object of 
which had been to ilrnw the Dutch into the 
war. 

Lord Carteret, the secretary of 
state, goes to Holland, with more tempting 
pro{ O'iuls than lord Stair* but the States- 
general expressed tl.eir reluctanci*, hy en- 
tering into ym war, to make it inrtre bloody. 
They with noble pride iiNseited that “ the 
trdopH of the repuhlu*. were rained only fv*r 
die defence 4;f the republic, and they* hail 
qever hired them out.” 

The pmtures were much injured hy . 
swiWms of ^asshoppt-rs. 

Qt7. 29. I)r. Iluadley promoted to the pri- 
macy of Armagh. In ihe room of Dr. H«gh 
Boulter, defeased. The late archbiKhep 
had bmn tt/ii tinit'l|ejm oT the loids-justin s. 
and was a gerierutis bem^^ictor to the poor 
of Ireland. 

Aoe. 12. Agenernbf^st-dty. 

Ih.* Parlianient met, when the king in- 
/ormed tjiem thafl he bad augmented the 
British farces irf Flkhdors by ]fi«0(10 lla- 
no ns and lletsiuriH. Jiewpoke of hiH 
ffood offices for estahiihhiag peucq hetiuvn 
Sweden and Russia, anil of the defen dve 
aftiaeces concludcil with4he Prussian king 
and the czariiia»^ ** England/' says Sniol- 
lott, ** fruof being an umpi^l bad now be- 
come a party fq alt cdlitinlPDtal quarrels, 
aiid instead of triinq|ing the balance of 
Kurope, lavished away li^r blood apd trea- 
sure in |n||i{)ortiflg the iiikreni ond aides oi 
a puny elWqtor4l« in the noilh of Germanv.” 
Letters from Jamaiciii Ntife that cum 
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modore Anson, when he arrived at Fernan- precisely the language Walpole had applied 
dez, a Portuguese settlement, had biif fifty to him and his confederates in the cum 
men left; that the Spanish s(|uadrou in mons.*. 

(juest of him sailed thence but three days Kuiili Kh^u, who had so long kept A>ia 
before his arrival in that weak condition ; in terror, began to discover that no human 
that he there procured 200 hands, and happiness was certain, Having been defeated 
sailed for the East Indies with the Ceniu- in a late expedition against the Lesghis, 
rion and GlouceHer ^nly, having 2,000,000 whom he attacked with 52,000 of his best 
jiieces of eight on board. The other ships troops, of which he carried back only 
were left lor want of men. 22,195, having lost great numbers both iii 

IS. A treaty of mutual defence and skirmishes and in his retreat, 
guarantee with Prussia signed at White- Mar. 22. HEPsai. of the Gin Act. — 
hall. ^ The royal assent was given to an act ftjr 

Deo. 18. The frost had continued near repealing certain duties^^ou spirits aud li- 
three weeks : most of the merchant ships censes, and for substituting othlhrs of an 
ill the river, unloaded, were hawled on easier rate. When thostf seyere duties, 
shore, to prevent damage from the vast amounting almost to s prohibition, were 
floats of ice, and crossing in wherries was i nposid, the people were l^utalized by the 
become almost impracticable. excessive use of gin. ‘‘ Jointed boanls.’’ 

Since the commencement of the war, the Smollett says, ‘‘were put up, inviting 
Spaniards had taken 150 >hips within the people to be drunk for a ])cnny and dead- 
channel and soundings of the British coast. drunk for twopence.” Cellars were pro- 
The public revenue of France for the vided, ^trewed with straw* to which they 
year 1 742 anKiuiited to 19 1,92 1,530 livres ; conveyed the wretches overwhelmed with 
or the exchange being at 12d. per livre, to intoxication, and in which they lay until 
upwards of 13 . 000 , 000 /. sterimg. » had recovered some fise of their faciil- 

('hrifleninqi and liuria/s, /fftm Mhe of ties, when they htul recourse to the same 
December. 1741, to the lAthofDtvem^ mischievous poi.son. was to restrain* 
//cr, 1 7 12 these bestialities that the license and spirit 

Cliriittcnfd. Buried. duties were raised. But the po‘puldce broke 

Male* 7,048 Males 13;565 U»nmgh all restraint ; giu was puWhcly ^dd 

Females 6,703 Females 13,918 in the streets without either license or duty : 

infi rmets were ii>timidated, and the magis- 
In all 13,7511 In all 27,488 triites; through tear or corruption, did not 

Decreased in the burials this year 4686. enfcrce the law. lu tHW way tjie revenue 
Dieil under two y^ars, ,90110. Fived to lOO was defrauded, and ilie p|eveii- 

aml upwards, 9. tiun of thli that the new a^t was hasdly 

1743. Jan. 27. At a genei^ court .of jmssed through both houses. It was argued, 
tile South-sea c«*nipaiiy a dividend of that more iiiuderate fluties aud rigid e»- 
per cent, was declared. Afterwards an ap- forcement of the law^would be better fur 
plicatidu from Mr. Knight wan laid before' the revenue and Ibsseu the. consumptiem « f 
I he court, to be discharged from any dc*- > spirits among the lowest of ihe (^‘bple. The 
maud from the said comp uiv \>n/fhh paj- results seemingly answereck th^ise predic- 
mnit of 10,000/., which being put to vole, tions. * ^ ^ 

WiM carried by a great 'majority. > 21. Faitt lament* prorogued. ^ 

. Tiib mild liml ecpiitahlH carfUnal Fi^iry 27. king, dtdp.* of t'umberland, imd 
<lie»l ihis month, in jiis eighty- ertfhth year, lord Caftfcret eihbark for Qermapy. 
after directing the rouuctis of Fr.idt!# fiir May 11. Seveial hundred iveiglit of 
eighteen yeafs. 'Ulifi basif of his public leadeit pipeFieie dug up in Flect-sinrt, 
policy was ecopumy at home and peace Which werb laid in 1471 to convey water, 
aliruad; but hi wat 4>fieii thwarted Vy a June 1. Blauuau taken sword in haml 
profligate court. ‘ by the Austrian*, and between four and 

Feh. 1. A refohitio|^ iif the lotdi. a|i- |*five thousand French killed or^ikeu. 
proving 4)f thwcoiitiiientak jjloiicy ininis* * 9. *' (fSorife 11. assumes the command 

ters arid th# amployme^rit of GvitiHin of the armies at the camp 

imTcen.iries, carrifd.by 7S to3>. Theiuke wf A»cb%licn5urg. 
of Bedford skid the ulecterate Ifad been ,, 16. ViCToloroFl)KTTiN«KN.--^heking s 
enriched at the ex|)tnse of EugUnd. lands inarch to* Huiiau beiug iiitvfceptcd by tlie 
(’arteret, Bathurst, and liani, defended French, he wai rescued pt^iluus 

their foreign ^licy, j^cgai;|llesa pf their si|ui||ioii by tnis vichiry. *‘'lhe hreii**!! 
former sentiments mid declafutioiis. Pul- amounted toMibout 30,009 men, and were 
h'liey inveighed against the vulgar cla- Commanded by the dujj^e de Noailles and 
mour whkn hadriiven rai|ierl by tliwlow. some of the princes of the blo.>d. 
iirts of exaggeratimi, (kllaeiuuijeiAaninga, began the battle with their accustomed im- 

“nd partial repi|i»8entotionSf'^^ tPh^h was petuosity, but were received by the English 
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infantry with cool and dtdermihcd intre- 
pidity. Their loss was 6000 men ; that of 
the allies 2000. Had they been pursued, 
as the earl of Stair sngi^e.sted, the victun’ 
would have been more decisive. George II. 
evinced much passive courage, and the duke 
of Cumberland was wounded. Generals 
Clayton and Monroy were killed. 

23. Universal rejoicings in aM parts of 
the city for his majesty's success in Ger- 
many ; the great guns were fired, the streets 
illuminated, and bonfires lighted. 

By the treaty concluded between the 
empress of Russia and Great Britain for 
fifteen years, it was stipulated that the em- 
press should furnish his Britannic majesty, 
as soon as required, with a body of 12,000 
troops, to be employed according to the exi- 
gency of affairs ; and that Great Britain 
should furnish Russia with twelve men of 
w'ar, on the first notice, in case either of 
them were attacked by an enemy, and de- 
manded such succour. 

There was an engagement b*‘tween the 
Russian and Swc^dish fleets, aifd both sides 
claimed the advantage. 

Juiyf, The increase of the excise in the 
London brewery from Midsummer ITd'i* to 
Midsummer 1743, was upwards of 60.000/. 
more than the last year ; the decrease in 
the distillery being in proportion. 

26. Mr. Pelham appointed first lord of 
the treasury, m the room of the earl of Wil- 
mington, deceased. He soon after l>ecame 
chancellor of the exchequer, in the room of 
Saodys, raised to the peerage, and made 
corterer of the household. These appoim- 
meiiTs were made at the instance of lord 
Orford, who still retained the king’s con- 
fidence. 

Avg. 1. All ships coming from the M«»- 
diterranean required to (lerform quarantine 
in Standgate creek. It w'as in consequence 
of a dreadiul plague which had broke out 
at Messina in the spring, and swept ofiT 
60,000 inhabitants, it was brought to Si- 
cily from the Morea, and only ceased iu 
ravages on the approach of winter. 

It IS a striking proof of the insecurity of 
jiropeity. that after the highland regiment 
left Scotland, the gentlemen of Argyleshire 
were obliged, at their own expense, to raise 
a company <*f thirty iiien to protect their 
rattle and effec's from the inroads of the 
neighl>ouring clans. 

AVprf. 1. John Kllh ijjid Francis Hole, 
esqrs. j'^stices in Finshviijr division, Mid- 
dlesex, having sat <lurmg the time of the 
W ehh fair lor cattle, neat, Islington, to p»il 
the laws in execution against vagrants, it was 
reduced to three di^*, (luring which time 
lu disorder was sunered ; for which piece 
of public service the thanks of the county 

re given the said justices at their general 


8. By order of the justices of South- 
wark the bellman cried down the borough 
fair, setting forth, that all persons who 
should offer any interiudes, &c. should be 
taken up as vagrants. It^ having been a 
custom for many years, for those who kept 
booths for interludes at Southwark fair, to 
make a collection for the debtors in tlie 
Marshalsea prison, but the fair this year 
being for three days only, they could not 
afford it ; which the debtors resenting, got 
together a large quantity of stones and 
flung over tlie prison wall upon the bowl- 
ing-green, whereby a child was killed in a 
woman s arms, and several people wounded 
and biuised. 

21. Bristol exchange opened. 

22. On board his majesty’s ship Squir- 
rel an experiment was tried in Deptford 
dock : a quantity of brimstone, straw, and 
•tber combustibles Wing laid tspon the bal- 
last (the ship having in it nothing else) 
and set (ni fire, the air holes were immedi- 
ately stopped, and being soon after opened, 
upwards ot .'iOO rats were found suflbcated 
in the hold. 

Ovt. 12. Being the birth-day of king 
Kdward I., the C’onlessor, a great number 
of Roman Cathi>lics were prevented from 
paying their de\otious at his shrine, as 
UMid, orders ha>ing l>een given that the 
tombs in Herfiy iht* seventh’s chapel shoiiid 
not be shown that day. 

14. Knded the sessions at the Old Bai- 
ley, when a German, lor robbery, reei ived 
sentence of ileath, ei^ht to be transported, 
and twelve acquitted. 

AW. l.*>. Tiie king and duke of (’uin- 
berland return from (jermariy, and in the 
evening passcrl through the city, whuli 
was illuminated. 

22. A splendid a]'pearaiice .at St. Janie^'s. 
being the relehratioii of the king's biitH- 
day : at night the hall was oprned In tin* 
prince of Wales and the princess Ameli i. 
The duko of Cliimlwrland danced several 
minuets and country -dunces. 

/>r. 1. Parliament opened by the king. 
The sacrifices made for the interests of the 
ebxtorate were much dwelt upon, but die 
address was carried by 278 to 14U; all tin* 
adherents of Walpole giving their support 
to lord Carteret’s ir.inistry. In the bmU 
the address nassed unaniinotisly ; the earl 
of CheMerfieid, who was out of place, only 
offeringsome objections. 

10. r’orty thousand seamen voted. 

22, The carl of Cholniondeley lundc 
privy-seal in the room of lord Gower, le- 

signed. I/ord Fdgecombe chancellor of the 

duchy of Lancaster ; the earl of Waldcgrave 
a lord of the bed-chamber in the ronoi "• 
the duke of Marlborough, resign ed , Henry 
Fox a lord of the tn*asurv. ^ 

At the end of this inonlfi yrince Char.i'i 
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Edward, the p;raiidsoii of James II., left 
Home to accompany the exiHidition ])r<'par- 
jiij' in the French ports to invade England, 
under count Saxe. 

Christenings amt Buriats within the bit/s of 
mortality^ from December 14, 1742, to 
December HI, 1743. 

Christened* Buried. 

Male 7,720 Male 12,181 

Females 7,324 Females 13,019 

In all 15,030. In all 25,200 

Died under two years 8,621. Lived to 
one hundred and upwards, fourteen. 

1744. Jan. 1 1. Upwards of 500 meinlters 
were in the house of Commons, when 

31,000 men were voted for land service. 

24. Mr. Wesley bepinnin«r to preach to 
a numerous auditory in the court of the 
Three-Cups mn, at Taunton, hid scar^p 
liamed his text, when the mayor came in 
formality, and ordered the proclama’ion to 
he read, which immediately silenced the 
^ \ eacher. 

ieb, .3. At a j^em ral court of the East 
India company, it was resolved to lend the 
l^overnment one million, at 3 per cent., as 
an erpiivalent fur prolon|^in»' their charter 
fourtLcn years. 

Viscount Netterville tried hy his peers 
at Dublin, for murder, and miter a trial of 
tif’teen hours ac<|nittiwl. 

7. A fjrunt passed the ^reat seal, incor- 
poratini; the nineteen fellowships and four 
teen schulaisbips of Woicestcr college, at 
Oxford, int body, I'V that jiame. . _ 

enaljimf^ them to hold 3011/. per annum, in 
mortmain for ever. 

14. An imlecisive action hot ween the 
comhined Spanish and French sipi.idrous 
in tile MtMlilerranean and the Kuijlish licet 

oinniHiidtMl by admirals .Matthews and j 
•stock. A ilisajijreemeiit between the KnjLC- 1 
.isli admirals, whose cottduct became tl j 
subject t4* a naval inijnity, was the cause' 
of this unsatisf.ictery result. | 

15. A messaji;e to botlt houses, infonii- ! 

in^ them that prep.tr.ilions wen* U4ii|^niade j 
in France to land the jTetender. j 

17. The money raised hy iicensinjj re- i 
tailors of spirituous livpiors in F.n^laiid, i 
since the commencement of the late 'ct, j 
anunintefl to 123,486/. And on distillers 
lor the additional duty to 73,227/. 

-•>• A proclamation to retjuire^he jus- 
♦ici's to put the law* in execution* n^^aiiist 
papists, nonjurors, and for cummandtni; nil 
papists to depart from the cities of London 
ami \\ est minster, and from within ten miles 
ol the same, by the2n<lof March ; f rcon- 
nning papists to their habitations; for 
»euin|» iinj m-ing and horses of such us i«- 
b‘J«e to take the oaths, and for putting; the 
latvs in execution against riots. 

At six this inornin|{ the carl of 


Barrymore was taken into custody by a 
messenger, at his house in Henrietta- 
street} Cavendish-square, and a file of mus- 
keteers was posted in it. 

28. A mob of nailers, consisting of se- 
veral thousands, having got together in 
Staffordshire, in order to raise their wages, 
and having proceeded to plunder houses, 
the mayor of Walsall assembled the popu- 
lace of that town, led them out, and entirely 
defeaterl them ; after which he took awa}' 
their plunder, and made proclamation that 
people might have their goods again. 

il/fir. 3. A loyal address presented from 
the bishops ; another from the dissenters ; 
another from the qiukers; all graciously 
received. 

Royal assent given to an act for raising 
and establishing a fund for a provision for 
the widows and children of the ministers of 
the church of Scotland ; and of the heads, 

I rincipals, and masters of the universities of 
St. Andrews, (Glasgow, and Kdinloirgh. 

5. Ill the town of 11 udders tie Id. York- 
shire, was discovered the found.itions of a 
Homan temple, where were several beauti- 
ful Roman bricks, and an altar entire, with 
a kind of patera at the top, on one side a 
cornucopia, and on the other an augural 
staif : it was dedicated to the goddess For- 
by one .\ntonius Modeslus or Modes- 
tiiiU'i (ft>f there were only the two tirst 
syllahles). of the sixth conquering legion. 

20. France declared war against Eng- 
land ; accusing the king of (ireat Britain, 
iu the declaration, of his having violated 
his lumtraiit y, ami dissuaded Austria fnan 
terms of acc >mnK)dation. 

22. 'I he suh'Cription for raiding one 
million two hundred thousand pounds, hv 
3 per Cent annuities, and liltO.OOt!/. hy .. 
lotliTV fur the public service, was full in one 
day. 

23. The remainder of 6000 Dutch troops 
arrivcil at Gravesend. 

27. The magistrates of Edinburgh ofler 
.I rew ard r>f 6000/. to any* one who shall 
apprehend the pretender, or his eldest son. 

31. War rieclared against France in 
London and Westminster. Fra: ee was ac- 
cused of violatii.g the Fragm itic Sanction ; 
of covertly ass. sting S; aiu in her war with 
Knglaiid ; and of ..ssistmg the son of the 
pretender, a elaimant totlie British throne. 

Jpr. 3. The king made a speech to 
parhameut of the usual tenor. 

7, The imports from France to Knglaiu 
from Jamiary I, 1742, to .laimary 1/4.1, 
amounted to upwards of 400,000/. 

12. About 200 Swiss servants were eu- 
liMed, who bad otlered tbeir se vice in case 
of a foreign invasion, under (lie command 

of col. Desiean, . 

Afat/ 1. The king of France arrived at 
j Lisle, ^o oper the camp.i’gu m Fuindeis, 
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with an array of 121,000 raen, commanded 
by the famous marshal count de Saxe. 

3. The allied army, consisting of 22,000 
English, 16,000 Hanoverians, 18,000 Aus- 
trians, and 20,000 Dutch, took the field and 
encam|)ed at Asche and Affligen, and from 
thence, after several movements, marched 
under the command of the duke d'Arem- 
berg to Ninoue and Orainmout, in order to 
attack the French. 

8. Several gentlemen in Ireland, on oc- 
casion of the French scheme for an inva- 
sion, formed themselves into an independent 
regiment of tiorse, commanded by colonel 
Ponsoiiby : and Nicholas Loftus Hume, 
esq., began to raise another independent 
regiment of horse, called the Kuniskilliners, 
to consist of 1000 gentlemen. 

12. Parliament prorogued. 

17. Ninety gentlemen of Bristol sub- 
scribe 1 00/. eath to fit out privateers. 

22. One Potter, a soldier, shot in Hyde 
Park for desertion. 

30. Death of Pope. — Died in the fifty- 
sixth year of his age, the celebrated Alexan- 
der Pi»pe ; the most distinguished poet of iiis 
age for wif, critical tn.Hte and invention. 
He was interred at Twickenham, where a 
monument was erected to his memory by 
bishop Warburton. 

Prussia concluded a treaty at Frankfort 
with Sweden against Austria. 

June 5. Memis surrenders to the French. 
12. A machine, invented by the late Mr. 
King, for cutting ofi'thc piles of the centres 
to the arches of Westminster bridge close 
to the bottom of the river, being tried in 
presence of several persons of quality, cut 
otf a pile in four minutes, and met with 
general approbation. 

14. Ypres surrenders to the French. 
Commodore Anson and Admiral Lestock 
arrived in town from PuiUmouth. The 
cargo which Anson brought home with him 
was 2,66o,0t)0 pieces of eight, 150,000 
ounces of plati’, 10 bars of gold, and a 
large quantity of gohl and silver dust ; in the 
whole to the amount of ) ,250,000// sterling. 

Juiff 4. Passed through .St; Janies's- 
street, the Strand and Cheapside, in their 
way to the Tower, thirty-two waggons from 
Portsmouth, with the treasure brought home 
by admiral Anson ; they were guarded by 
the ship’s crew (which consisted of many 
nations) and preceded ofheert, with 

swords drawn, mnsic playing and culuiirs fly- 
ing particularly those of t he A capulca prise. 

The revenue of the excise from Mid- 
summer 1743. to ditto 1744, arriounted to 
above 3,7^4,072/., which is 300,000/. more 
than the preceding year. 

Admiral Balchao with the whole of his 
ship's company of JlOO men, lost on the 
rockf of Aldomey. 

Auq. 16« TIms Freorh and Spanish pri- 


soners, secured in one of the prisons near 
Plymouth, having quarreled, the Spuiiiurds 
wanting weapons to do mure execution than 
their fists, gut the nails but of the fiuor, 
and bhar|)ened them to lacerate the French 
at the next assault; but this being dis- 
covered, they were separated. The num- 
ber of both nations in and near Plymouth 
was reckoned to be 2000 ; and of the 
French seamen only in the several ports 
above 8000. 

22. At a court of admiralty. Doctors 
Commons, were condemned as a legal cap- 
ture, the Acapulca ship and her treasure, 
amounting to 1,600,000/. 

Sept, 20. A grant passed the great seal 
to lord Carteret and his heirs, of the eighth 
part of the province of ('arolinu, yielding 
and paying to his majesty the fourth pait 
of all gold and silver ore found there, and 
the annual rent of 1/. 13s. 4«/. on the feast 
of All-Saints for ever. 

28. The justices of Westminster nut 
at the Town Court-house, when a letter 
from lord Carteret was read, relating to the 
frecpieiit and insolent robbeiies committed 
in the city and liberty, defiling their wor- 
ships to order the constables to be vigilant, 
in the preveiitiugdisordeily houses and night 
cellars. The gang who committed these 
roblH.*ries were so audacious, that they w'eiit 
to th« bouses of peacu-otficeis, made them 
beg pardon for endeavouring to do tht'ir 
duty, and jiromise not to molest them. 
Some, whose lives they threatened, were 
obliged to lie in Bridewell for safety ; they 
having wounded a headhorough in St. 
John’s-street in above forty places. 

Oct. 12. The Gazette intimates that a 
loan of 200,000/. had been advanced to our 
good brother the king of Sardinia to assist 
him in carrying on ihe war against France. 

18. The duchess dowager of Marlbo- 
rough died ill her eighly-fiPh year. Thi.s 
w*a> Si»rah Jeiniings, famous for her beauty, 
avarice, ambition, irascibility, and political 
intrigues in the court of Queen Anne. By 
her death, upwards of 30,000/. per aiinuiri 
went to the duke her grandson, and near 
as much to his brother the hon. John Spen- 
cer. She left to the carl of Che-stcrtield 
20,000/., to William Pitt, afterwauls earl ot 
Chatham, 10.000/., and about 40,000/. more 
in legacies, among which was 500/. to Mr. 
Mallet to write a life of the duke. Heb>re 
her death she had presented Mr. Hooke 
with 6000/. lo write •• An Account of the 
Conduct of the Dowager Duchoas of Marl- 
liormigh.’’ 

23. 'file allied armies after jierforming vari- 
otw inconsistent and inexplicable movements 
retired, without risking either a sn ge nr 
battle, into winter quarters. The cainpaigu 
in Gerinanv, in which the ki»l? r*M***'n 
was opposed by the veteran marshal J «'• 
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and the prince of Lorraine, was e< 
of important results. The Frenc^i (garrison 
at f^isle displayed their wit at the expense 
>f the vacillating manoeuvres of the Anglo- 
Blectoral troops. Harlequin was introduced 
on the stage pompously exhibiting a bun- 
dle of papers under each arm. Being asked 
what he had under the right, he answered, 
orders; and what under the left, with 
equal solemnity — Counter^rden, 

Nov, 0. Proclamation for a general fast, 
January 9th. 

12. The French, after a siege of thirty 
days, carried on by an army of 70,000 men, 
in the sight of the king, at last, with the 
loss of 18,000 men, obliged the garrison of 
Frtburg to capitulate. 

23. Lord Carteret, now earl Granville, 
resigns the secretaryship. II is humouring 
the king's German politics, and the ill-suc- 
ccss of the war, had made him generally 
unpopular in the country, and his vain unil 
overhearing demeanour iu the cabinet. It 
was said of t'arteret, that he made a trifle 
of every difficulty ; and of his colleague, 
Newcastle, that he made a difficulty of 
every trifle. 

27. Parliamentary session began. 

)li(uai> IJonoM Ministhy, — The resig- 
nation of Granville was the preliminary to 
a new administration, in which the Pel- 
hams had the ascendancy. It was fotmed 
by a coalition of parties, including lories, 
whigs and patriots, and acquired the name 
of ‘‘ The Broad Bottom.'’ I .ord Hurdwicke 
remained chancellor ; Mr, Pelham, chaii> 
celior of the exchequer and first lord of the 
treasury ; the duke of Dorset, president of 
ihe council; lord Gower, privy seal; the 
duke of Newcastle and lord Harrington, 
secretaries of s»ate ; the duke of Bedford, 
first lord of the admiralty; the earl of 
< hesterfield, lord lieutenant of Ireland, in 
the room of the diike of Devonshire, lord 
steward of the household. George Bubb 
Dodiiigton, the author of the ‘Diar\,* 
anil afterwards lord Melcomhe, was mode 
treasurer of the navy. The policy of minis- 
ters o id not esstmtially differ from their prede- 
rc^so^8, but the offices of government being 
tuore iqually shared among the political 
leaders, the debates of the session became 
less animated. Pitt gave them his support, 

having been promised a place when the 
king\ aversitm coulil he oveicome. 

Dec, 27. The cotrfiiiissioners for victu- 
alling his majesty’s navy contracted with 
^Ir. Jennings fur 600 oxen at Ud, a pound. 
(^^ristentngs and Buriah^ from the q/*' 
De^ 1743, to the 1 IM Dec 1744. 

Christened, Buried, 

Males 7,321 Ma\»8 10,146 

A'emales 6,940 Females 10,460 

In all 14,261 I In all 20,606 

Decreosod in the burials this ycigr 4594 


Died under two years, 7394. Lived to 100 
and upwards, three. 

1745. Jan, 18. The emperor Charles Vli. 
dying, put all the German princes in motion 
and changed the aspect of affairs in the 
empire. The grand duke of Tuscany, con 
sort of Maria Theresa, became a candidate 
for the iAiperial crown, and the young elec- 
tor of Bavaria, on condition of being re- 
stored to the electorate, engaged in his 
support. 

24. The number of forces voted to be 
employed in Flanders was 28,107, being 
7000 mure than were emph>yed last year. 

A motion, to make parliaments annual, 
was negatived by 145 to 113. 

Several merchants of London, induced 
from some late discoveries in the north- 
west of liudsuu’s bay, to believe that a pas- 
sage free from ice, for some months in the 
year, may be found from thence to the west- 
ern and ^outhern coast of America, peti- 
tioned the commons for that purpose, and 
a committee of inquiry was appointed. 

Fed. 2. About 900 negroes formed a 
plot to destroy all the white people in 
Jamaica, which was discovered by a negress 
to her mistress, l)ecause they refused to save 
a child she had nursed. The ring-leaders 
were appiehended. 

14. ,\ harbour at Sandwich was resolved 
on; also a new trial at the north-west pas- 
sage. 

19. Marshal Belleisle arrived at the 
apartments prepared for hi n in Wind.sor 
castle. He had Vieen unexpectedly taken, 
travelling in the Hanover states without a 
passport. 

28. It appeared from the Custom-house 
hooks that ihe French had imported into 
Kitglaiid, from January 1740, to Jauuaiy 
1744. 269,664 pieces of cambric, 1767 tou.s 
of wine, 5870 tons of brandy* 2.000.001)1 bs. 
of indigo ; the greatest part of which goods 
Wen* paul for in specie. 

Afar. 18. Dkatu of Robert Wai.poi.k. 
— At his house in Arlington-stieet, Picca- 
dilly, died, aged 71, Robert earl of Orford. 
iu circumstances not very affluent, although 
for twenty years he had the control of the 
revenues of Great Britain. Ilis death was 
occasioned by the violent operation of a 
medicine which he tot>k as a solvent lor 
the stone ; aud he declarcil that he died a 
victim to the neglect of. his own maxim — 
ffutetn non movete — not to disturb things at 
rest. His history will have been partly leaint 
from the public occurrences of this and the 
loriner reign. Individually he was neither 
virtuous in principle nor practice ; but he 
was an intelligent, prudent, and able mi- 
nister. His government was not the best, 
but, like the institutions of Solon, it was 
perhaps the best that was praciicabJe. 
Corruption had long formeil an established 
part of the public ad in mi strut ion, and lus 
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reproach is that he aggravated the abuse 
by rendering it more undisguised and sys- 
tematic. Archdeacon Coxe, however, has 
extenuated the odium of the saying com- 
monly imputed to him, ** that all men have 
their price;*’ his words were, ‘‘all those 
men,” speaking of a particular class of his 
opponents. His general policy was princi- 
pally characteristMl by zcul in favour of the 
Protestant succession ; by the <lesire of pre- 
serving peace abroad and avoiding subjects 
of contention at home. He was a dexterous 
debater, and had great knowledge of 
finance. Under his auspices, the naval 
superiority of England was maintained; 
commerce was by many judicious laws ei 
couraged; justice impartially admitiister- j 
ed; the n»yal prerogatives kept within the 1 
limits of ihe larv ; and the rights of the | 
people preserved inviolate, llt-s collection 
of pictures at Houghton evinceil a taste for 
tile fine arts, but lie bad none for letters. 
Being a practical man himself, be naturally 
felt a contempt for those who, according to 
the popular notion {jtoets at this time were 
usually meant), were not so. Hi^ neglect 
of literature originated the following etfu- 
sion, on M. Crebillon receiving a pension 
of 3000 livres from Louis XV : — 

“At reading this, great Walpole shook his 
head ; 

How ! wit and genius help a man to bread I 
With better skill we pension and promote; 
None eat with us who cannot give a 
vote,” 


On the 4th also he rode between Ijondori 
and Stilton in three hours and fifty-six 
minutes, and won by thirty-four minutes. 

30. Battle op Fontknoy. — It was to 
relieve Touniay, besieged by marshal SSaxe, 
that this battle was lought. The French 
were superior in numbers to the allies, and 
strongly posted. The duke of Clumberland 
began his march to the enemy at two in 
the inurniiig, and about nine both armies 
were engaged. By the English and Hano- 
verian infantry the enemy were driven from 
their lines, and in danger of a complete 
defeat; but the Dutch tailing in their ar- 
tempt on the village of Fouteiioy, and the 
• coming within the destructive lire ot 
the semi-circle of batteries erected by S.txe. 
were compelled to retreat. The allies b It 
their sick and wounded to the humanity of 
the victors. Their fos.s excelled 10,(M)(), 
and the enemy lost mere dicers, if m t 
more men, than the allies. Speaki rf 
this battle, a French historian says, “ Tlu- 
English rallied, but gave way ; they left 
the Held of battle witln)ut tumult, without 
confusion, and were deleateel with hoiioiu.'* 
Tournuy surrendered, alter a gallant dr- 
fence, on the ‘21st of June. Cihent and 
Bruges were taken by assault ; Ostend. 
Dendermond, Newport, and .Veth were suc- 
cessively reilueed.and the allies retired lur 
safety behind the canal of .Antwerp. 

May 2. Parliament proroguerl. 

1(1. The king set sail from llarwicli at 
six o'clock in the morning lor lloHand. 

II. I’he earl of ChesterHvbl arrived at 


It is observable that the deaths of Orford 
and his political enemy Bolinglrroke, were 
both hastened by exjierimenting, as a last 
resort, with a quack iiiedicine. 

ly. The grand seignior Achmet offers liis 
friendly mediations to restore tlie blessings 
of peace on the Continent. This proposal 
coining from an infidel to Chnstiaii princes 
occasioned much reflectiun. 

From Match Isr, 1744, to April 1st, 
1745, the number of piizes taken from the 
French and Spaniard.H was fi'JO ; of which 
number 286 were taken by privateers. 
They were valued at 4,y24,f)(»0/. 

April 9. Hie duke of Cumlierland as- 
sumes the command of tlie allied army in 
Flanders, 

24. Marshal Belleisie took Fnigmore- 
house, near Windsor, for three years, for 
which he paid 600/. 

29. Mr. Cooper I’hornhill, innkeeper at 
Stilton, set out from thence at tour o'clock 
to ride to London, and came to the Kiiig's- 
arms, over against Shoredilch-church, ten 
minutes belore eight : he turned back im- 
mediately to Stilton, and from thence came 
again in good spirits to Shoreditch, by a 
quarter jrasi four in the afternoon ; the 
whole lieing 213 miles, which he was to 
l»erftirm with several horwn* in tiUeen hour.^. 


his house in Grusvenor-squarc from II i- 
land, having concluded a new treaty with 
the .States-general, by which they siipu- 
lure<l to maintain for the service of tlx* 
common cause 50,000 men in the Held and 
10.000 in garri.sons. 

15. The French refuse lo accede to an 
exchange of prisoners, unless justice he Hi st 
done llu-m us to the arrest of marshal Bcih:- 
isle, contiary to the cartel. 

A great mortality raged iunoiig the bh.ck 
cattle in .-Vrgyleshire, Scoiland, of which 
above 60(K) «lied. 

31. Shah Nadir gave the Ottoman army 
a total defeat in the neighbourhood ot 
Krzerutn, taking that city by storm ; and 
being joined by 100,000 .Armeuians, ad 
vaiicei] toward.sTrebizondoiithe Black-se.i. 

June 24. The act of jiarliament look 
place for taking off the inland duty ol l^- 
per pound on all tea consumed in Grint 
j Britain, in lieu whereof 1«. i>er pound ai. 

, 25/. per cent, on the gross price ol all tea > 
■ were charged thereon. 

July 10. The /VmceFfer/crir/rpntrattcr, 
ip company with the t^ukfy took iwo 
iiish vessels with gold and silver on loan 
tu the value of 3.009,008 dollars. 

14. jPrince diaries Edward, theyoiin^ 
pretcfidcf, zaifed from Fort St. 
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{iccoinpaiiied by the maiquU of Tullibar- 
(liiu*, hir Thomas Sheridan, sir John Mac- 
donald, with a few other Scotch and Irish 
advenluiors. They encountered an Eng- 
1 vh cruiser on the way, but succeeded in 
landing in the Hebrides. 

Aug. 6. A ])rocbiiniiti(>n, offering a re- 
ward of 30,000/. to any person who shall 
seize the eldest son of th>.^ pretender, in 
case he shall land, or attempt tojand, in 
any of his majesty’s duminioiiH. 

13. Marshal Belleisle and his brother 
obtained their lilierty on a promise of the 
discharge of the English pnsoiit'rs of war. 

31. Arrival ot the king from Hanover. 

Hept. 2. The grand duke of Tuscany 
elected emperor of (»crniii;»y, by the name 
of Francis f. All « he elecloral college voted 
lor him except Jirandenbuig and the Pala- 
tinate. 

I. A detachment t)f the rebels took posses- 
^iou of Perth, and proclaimed the pretender. 

I I. At a meeting of the merchants at Mer- 
chant-tailors’-hall, it was agreed ti» raise 
two regiments entirely at their own expense. 

Ki. Tile jirincc pretender proclaims his 
father king of (neat Britain at Edinburgh 
higli-cross, and liimself regent of hi-* du- 
uhnions. 

21. Early this morning the Highlanders 
attacked sir John Cope, »woid»in-hand, at 
Fies on-p.tns, and in ie'«s than ten inuiutes 
entirely routed the king's troops, un.ic- 
enstomed to their fierce mode of tightiiig. 
Kacli party iiuinbiMed about 3000. Colonel 
(ianiiner, a distinguisluMl ollicer of dra- 
goons, and native of Scotland, fell covered 
i^iih wounds, wiihiii sight of his own house. 
The reiu'ontrc was ou a heath. <»eveii miles 
east of Kiinilmrgh, called (Tlaidsmiiir, and 
liy it theretiels became masters of Scotland 
except a tew lbrires.«»es. 

21. The greatest meeting of gentiy at 
York ever known, to form an association ; 
iOjtKlO/. suViscribed to raise troops fur the 
piesent emergency. 

Pi BMC! (Tikuit. — The alarm created by i 
the advance of the Highlanders occasioned | 
a run on the Bank ut Eugl.tud, wh ch re- 
duced them to the necessity of paying their 
notes in and »irpen*:rs. But a 

\»nbhc meeting of the principal merchan.s 
and traders, who, to the number of 114(1. 
signed an underiaking to rece ve and p.Hy 
tn bank paper, arre.sied the panic. The 
ifnn was ascribed to the papi.sts and jacu- 
biles, promoted to destioy public crAld. 

The directors of theEkist India Company 
declared they wonld take in their bonds at 
par, tor payment for goods bought at their 
sale, being’ U)#. discount 
A suh'scription was opened at Garrawnys 
coflee-house, by a great number of mer- 
t hants, who suhscrilied 200/. each, in order 
to raise a fund of 250|00U/. for raiiing a re- 


giment of men for the further security of 
the city. 

The Sutherlands, Frazers, Mackays, and 
other loyal clans in the north of Scotland 
having taken arms, ^larched into the low 
countries, to act against the rebels. 

27. The ground was marked in Ilyde- 
park fur the encampment of the horse and 
foot-guards and horse-grenadiers. Also for 
the other regiments coming from Flanders ; 
for 12,000 Danes, fur which transports had 
been taken up. < 

Six wiiggoiil loaded with muskets were 
sent to Woburn in Bedfordshire, for the 
duke of Bedford, who raised a regiment of 
1000 men. Twelve other peers did the 
like, and gave \s. (>r/. a day to eacli man. 

Sir Gregory Page mustered a body of oOO 
men on Blackheath, raised and clothed ut 
liis own expense. 

Oct. 2. At a meeting of gentiy ut Chester 
measures were entered up»)n to raise and 
maintain 2500 men. Sir Robert Grosvenor 
g.ive 2000/. ; many gentlemen subscribed 
a year's income of their estates, and the 
bishop of Chester gave 200/., and even the 
catholics of the best distinction showed 
their zeal lor the government. 

3. The nobility and gentry of Lancasbire 
met at the town-hall of Pieslon, and en- 
teied into an association to raise 5000 men 
for the defence of the government. 

4. An association was set on foot by lord 
Onslow and several other gentlemen for 
raising a l>4idy of men in the county of 
Surrey, at 4/. a man entrance. 

y. in London the city-gates wore ordered 
to be shut every night at ten, and not to 
be "opened till six in the morning. The 
train-bands were kept on duty niglit and 
day. 

18. Parliament met, when the king in- 
formed them of the ** unnatural rebeuiou” 
that had bur>t forth, and of the danger of 

popery and arbitrary power" with which 
they were menaced. 

21. Habeas-coipus act suspended. 

In this crisis voluntary exertions of the 

1 >c»»ple w«-re sutheient to ;uM OtMUiO to the 
iing's forces i the SpitaltieuH’ maiiuf.ic- 
turers alone furnishing 30(H1. 

Dr. vrn of Swu t. — At the close of this 
month, in his seventy-eighth yeai, died 
Dr. Jonathan Swnt, dean ui St. Patneks, 
! the celebrated humorist, satnist, ami po- 
j htical writer. The dean survived the loss 
of his faculties some years, a catastiophe 
that may he iis plausibly ascribed to old 
age os constitutional infirmity, from winch 
he was wont to aiituipate ment.il aiieiia- 

«iou. Ill an age not remarkable tor genius. 

Swift was perhaps the most origin il. though 
the most f.udty of the queen Anne writers. 
Many of his works are occupied with the 
politics and personalties of the day, and| 
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the clean beings an intolerant partiean, are 
void of prest‘nt intere^. His “ Tnle of a 
Tub” and Gulliver-s Travels” retain some 
of their ancient jibpularity, the last es|)e- 
dally exhibitiiTg a singular union of cjiiie 
humour^ satire^ pnd misanthropy. His 
style has been praised for ease and simpli 
city ; but it is bald and jbeble ; and Hume, 
the historian, contrary^ to the common 
opinion, questions its correctness. It was 
formerly the fashion of literary men to-be 
the dependants of the great whom they 
flattered, or, if neglected or cast off, libil- 
l«d. Swift followed this course. He was 
greedy of preferment, and sought the fa- 
vour of Mrs. Howard ; but as VVatp</le re- 
marked in his coarse way, on a similar oc- 
casion, he pinched the wrong sow by the 
ear for it was I he queen, nut the mis- 
tress, who dispensed the royal bounty. 
The pride, selfishnes'*, lactiousness, and 
want of feeling in Swift, have been depicted 
with irreat force, and apparent Justice, in 
a modern publication (Edinburgh Review, 
xxvii. 4*,^). He ubaudoned an only sister 
for marrying a tradesman, and treated with 
obdurate insensibility two amiable women 
who loved and admired him. His acrid 
nat'ire seemed to render the torment of his 
fflluw-creatures a part of his necessary 
aliment. Still he had virtues. Ireland was 
1/eneiited by his writings: he was free 
from hypocrisy, not meanly jealous, and 
bequeathed the greatest part of his fortune 
to a hospital for lunatics, — 

“ To show, by one satiric touch. 

No nation needed it so much.” 

JVov. II. A person, who saw the rebels 


2V. The So/M, a French prif ateer, with 
lord Derweniwatet^und other Jacobites on 
board, ^rought into Deal. 

27. All the bridges ou the Mgrsey were 
destroyed. The principal ittbibbitants of 
Manchester withdrew with thein^ c fleets, 
and next day the insurgents entered the 
town The bellman was sent round, re- 
quiring all who held any of the excise, 
laud-tax„pr other public money, to bring it 
in. About 200, under colonel Tovvniey, 
joined the pretender. 

28. The duke of Cumberland arrived at 
Lichfleld. 

Many subscriptioux were promoted this 
month to buy necessaries for the army. 
The quakers sent down 10,000 woollen 
waistcoats to keep them waim, and tlu* 
king from his privy purse gave them shoes. 

Dec. I. The prince-pretender, wiih his 
main body, enters Macclesfield. 

4. He enters Derby witli about 7000 fol- 
lowers. Next day they held a great coun- 
cil, ill which it was determined to retrace 
their Steps, tiiiditig that lew had join- d 
them in their march, and these only of the 
lower sort 

5. Marshal Wade reaches Wetherby. 

6. The rebels began their retreat iron; 
Derby. 

8. The lawyers met in the Middle Tern, 
pie-hall, and agreed to form themselves 
into a regiment under chiel-jns.ice Willis, 

the Common-pleas, m defence of tliu 
constitution in church and statu. 

9. Rebels reach Manchester. 

12. Hart of the king’s troops n :ich Wigan 
n pursuit of them. 

Peace was concluded between Prussia 


ab tUt Roweiiff, affirmed that the whole 
iiuinbiT did nut exceed 9000 men. Aa to 
arms, every mau had a sword, target, mus- 
ket, and dirk: their l>aggage not very con- 
siderable, but they relieved the guard that 
marched with it every night. For provi- 
sion, they had live cattle, and kept a drove 
along with them ; oatmeal they took where 
th>‘y could And it, and carried it in a bag 
at their sides, and ate it morning and 
evening with water. They marched at a 
great rale, and expressed a rlesire of get- 
ting into LaiicaHhire. i heir officers lodged 
in villages, but the men always encamped 
at night. About day- roak they li^gan to 
move, or sooner if th moon shone, and 
pushed on as hard as j>uss;i>le. 

15. The rebels entered Carlisle*. 

24. They reached Lancaster at noon. 
On the sarne day marshal W arle set out 
from Newcastle, though the ground was 
covered wjthsnow, in pursuit of them. The 
duke of iumkierlaud leit !:»t. Jame<»'s to 
Uke the command of the king's troops, 
which itr John Llgotfier had begun to as- 
»ctnbie in tRaiTordihire. 


and Austria, by which the former acknow- 
ledges Francis I. to be emperor. 

17. Great apprehenHiuu of an inva^^ioii 
from the French. 

IS. A general fast-day. 

19. I hj whole produce of liiree nights* 
lerformance of the lirtfffars' Opera w.i.s 
given by Mr. Rich for ihe bciietit of the 
soldiers. Mrs. Cibber played /V/y, all the 
conu d.ans |H‘rformed gratis, and the ? al- 
io w-chatid lent gave the candles. 

25. The rebels enter Glangow ; “ a vyry 
indifferent Christmas-l)OX,*’»says H«y (, Hisi* 
Ueliellion, 231), “ to the inhabdantN.” 

39. Carliale surrenders at discretion lo 
the duke. l*he garrison consisted of iiM 
Scuts, 114 English, 8 French. 


Chruirmntjft and Buriah unthin the hiltn 
martaHt^^ Jrom December llj 1744, to 
December 19, 1745. 


Chrtitened, 
Males 7278 

Females 6809 


BurieiL 

if ales 


Females 


10108 

10828 


In all 14078 la all ^IffO 
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* Increased in" the burials this year 690* 
Died under two years o^a^e 7289. Lived 
to one hundred and upwards 9. ^ * 

l^*i6. 14. The kinj^ opens parliament. 

17. GenSral Hawley is suddenly attacked 
at Falkifk, by the Highlanders, and dis- 
graeeliitly defeated. 

30. The duke of Cumberland arrived 
at Edinburgh, and neat day reviewed the 
whole of the king's forces. ♦ 

The duty on hops amounted to 39,087/. 
M. 7. Several persons coininitted to 
Lancaster gaol for collecting money for the 
pretender. 

10. The rebel prisoners taken at Carlisle 
brought to Loiiclon. They were rudely 
treated by the populace, who pelted them 
with dirt. 

Intuiour in tiik Cahinkt. — About this 
time some »ininisteri.il changes were at- 
tempted. The king was anxious to bring 
hac k lord Granville, and the duke of New- 
castle to introduce Mr. Pitt into the go- 
vernment. On the 10th inst. the duke and 
hud Harrington resigned ; lord Granville 
w.iH made secretary of state, and the earl of 
hath fust lord of the tri asury. Next day 
Mr. Peibam, the duke of Bedford, and Mr. 
(ircMiville resigned, and the rest of the ad- 
inimstiaticui weie expected to follow. The 
earl of (.'hester field and nine dukes gave 
iiji their jdaces. I'pcui this, the king vras 
given t.) undiT-land, by lord Wmiiingtcui, 

I hat the prcijected ministry would only have 
iliirty-oue suppoiters in the lords and eighty 
111 tin* commons. In cousetpieiice, ail ti e 
t amer iniuistors were recalled oil the 14th 
111 taut, nnd mi the 2‘/nd Mr. Pitt was made 
\ -treasurcT for Ireland, and sinm after 
]'a\ luaster-giMicrai. From this time Mr. 
Pclhafu continued lit the head of utfuirs 
<iil hu de cth in 17.*>4. Mr. Pitt (the first 
c'^iil i»f ('ll (tham) Ix'came the determined 
ii'lvoi-ate «»f tin* measures which for ten 
ye ars of bin parliaiiieiitiiry life he had stre- 
miously opposed. Nor did he scruple to 
i vow Ids apost.icy ; justifying himself on 
the common pretext, that as he had grown 
Older he li.id grown wiser. 

^ d/(4r. 11. News th.it t)»e rebeU had taken 
I'ort .yigustus and blown up Foit (teurj^e, 
III cloing which they blew up their chief 
engineer, colonel (liraiit. Some clans jumed 
tbi'iii on the bills, hoidcd l y .).ulie.> Sea* 
forth ami Mackintosh ; but their husiuindv 
were with the king's troops. 

. Bl. lioyal assent given to a bill for tak 
away the veto of the aldermen of f xmdon. 

Ventilators, inVLMited by the rev. 
t* Hales, ordered to be introduced into 
Wewgate. # 

ihe miml«r of the rebels said to haw 
'feu much increased, in consiujuence of a 
^ciivme ruinmired to be afloat for trnn^port- 
S the Highlanders to America. Lonl Lo- 


vat had it translated into Gaelic, and t4dd 
them the duke waa coming to carry it into 
execution. 

.Apr. 3. R1 air Castle stfrrei^ers to the rebels 
after a brave defence by sir Andrew Agnew. 

The seizing of the cattle and demolishing 
their houses had the effect of inducing 
many rebels of Lochabar to returirto their 
homes. 

12. The king’s troops pass the deep and 
rapid Spey at a difficult ford, within sight 
of the rebels. Kay, who was with the king’s 
troops as a volunteer, says they might have 
been here advantageously attacked. 

16. Victory of Cui.t.oden. — The en 
tire defeat of the rebels may be partly afr 
rribed to an unsuccessful effort t<» surprise 
the rityal army at Nairn. The 15th insi. 
was the duke of Cumberland’s birthday ; 
and thinking the king’s troops would have 
been making merry, the plan of the rebels 
was, by a night march to surprise them in 
their camp at day-break. With this de- 
sign they started in two cuUimns, one com- 
manded by lonl Murray, the other by h>rd 
Gordon ; but the length of the columns 
einburrassed the march, so that the army 
was' obliged to make many halts : the men 
had betMi under arms the whole of the pre- 
cerling night, were faint with hunger and 
fat’gue, and many of them overpowered 
with sleep. Some were unable to proceed ; 
others dri>pped off unperceived in the dark ; 
and the mutch was retarded in such a man- 
ner. that it would have been impossible to 
reach the duke's quarters before suii-rise. 
Fading in their enterprise, they retraced 
their Mepsto C’ulloden, where they no sooner 
ariived than numbers disjiersed in quest of 
pruvisions; and many, overcome with fa- 
tigue, threw themselves down on the heath, 
Early on the 16th the duke decamped from 
Nairn, and after a march of eight miles, 
jHTceivetl the nbels dravvn up in a line 
with their left to ('’ullodeii-house and their 
right extended to a park wall. About noun 
the Highlanders began the attack hy throw- 
ing away their muskets, and rushing in 
their wild, furious way, with their lin»ad- 
swords and Lochabar axes, on the royal 
tmops; but being now prepared for this 
mode of lighting, they recehed them with 
fixed bayonets, and kept up a steady firing 
by pbatuuns. ubich diet prodigious execu- 
tion. In thirty minutes the battle was 
converted into a rout ; and orders having 
been issued to give no quarter, vast iium- 
beis were slain in the pursuit. The loss 
of the rebels in the battle ami pursuit was 
3600 or 4600 men; of the king's troops 
about fifty were killed, ((’ullodeii Papeis 
*173.) The duko completed the subjection 
of the country, advancing as far as lort 
Augustus, whence he sent off detachments 
i to hunt down the fugitives and lay wast# 
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the Highlands. As to the niifortunate 
prince, Charles Kdwunl, he escaped with 
difficulty from the battle, and alter wan- 
dering alone in the mountains for several 
mouths, he found means, in September, to 
embark on board a French privateer for 
Moriaix. His fiitiuc life was deplorable 
in the extreme. The courage and fortitude 
he displayed in Kngland seem to have for- 
saken him with a reverse of fortune, and 
the remainder of his days weie spent in 
excess and debauchery. JJeing forcibly 
expelled from Fiance, he letired to Ficj- 
reiice, where he was seen bv sir Nathaniel 
W'raxall in 1 779, -overwhelmed with in- 
firmities, the conseijnence of his incgular 
Cwuises. 

May 14. The commons vote an addition 
of '25,000/. to the income of 15,000/. of the 
duke of Cumberland, miw become the idol 
of the nation, and extolled us eipral to the 
greatest heroes. 

22. The Corpse of the late duke of Or- 
mond brought Iroin France, and interred 
in Westminster abbey. 

31. Mr. Pitt made a member of the 
privy*<*ounciI. 

The French opened the campaign with 
un anny of llHt.OOO men; the allies not 
being half that number, retired before them, 
and the enemy lai<l siege to Antwerp, 
which sui rendered after a leeble resistance. 

A//C 3. Admiral Lestock acquitted by 
a court-martial. 

5. The Combined French and Spanish 
armies lose 14,000 me a in a blootly en- 
gagement with the Austrians and Pied- 
montese, at Placentia in Italy. 

The court of session resumes its .sifting.s 
at Kdinburgh, after ten months' interrup- 
tion of bii.siness, owing to the rebellion. 

17. .V great many rebel prisoners brought 
to London, preparatoiv to their trial, j 
Among them, Simon luid Lovat, with six- 
ty of his clau : he was so intiriu he could 
neither walk nor ride, and was brought m 
a horse litter. When taken, he Itad with 
him OOUO/. in specie. Most of the ^aibs 
from the capital northwards were hiied 
witli captives ; and great numbers were 
crowded together m the holds of ships, 
where they perished m a deplorable man- 
ner for want of necessaries, air, ami exercise. 

27. Freparatious being made fur the 
trials of 4ord Kilfnarx > 'k, Cromartie. and 
Halineriuo in Westriuns(er>haii. As the 

{ proceedings were by indictmeiP and not 
ty impeach meut, no tcaflbldmg was or- 
dered for the commons. 

Ju/y. Philip, king of Spain, dying in 
the sixty-third year of his age, i»e was suc- 
ceeded by his eldest son Ferdinand. Philip 
was but two days survived by his daughter 
the d&uphiness of France In the same 
itiouth died Christian \ I, king of Den- 


mark, succeeded by Frederick V., who had 
married l.ouisa, youngest daughter of the 
king, of England. 

24. fc The secretaries of state and lord- 
chancellor inteiTOirated Mr. Murray, the 
pretender's secretary, in the Tower. 

2^. Trial of the rebel lord.s. Iwrls Kil- 
marnock and Cromartie pleadetl guilty ; 
lord Balmeriro did nut. All three were 
sentenced to death, but Cromartie's life 
was spared. 

PciJMC Kxkcutions. — .Seventeen of the 
rebels, who had been tried by u Sjiecial com- 
mission in Southwark, were executed on 
Kenningtou-common, bearing with con- 
stancy tlie tortures then prescribed by the 
treason laws: nine were put to death in 
the same manner at Carlisle ; six at Hraiii])- 
toii. seven at Penrith, eleviii at York: of 
these, a considerable uuml t*r were gentle- 
men, and had acted as officers. Abnut 
fifty were executed, us deserteis, in Scot- 
land ; eighty-one sutlered as traitors. A 
few obtained pardons, and considerable 
numbers were tiausported to the planta- 
tions. These trials and executions con- 
tinued to the end of tlie year. 

12. Uoyal assent given to acts 
prohibiting the llighbind die.ss to be worn 
m Scotland, except by persons m the kfiig's 
service ; and requiring scliuol masters to take 
the oaths of allegiance. 

During the last six years, it was sai<l, 
700 , 000 /. had been collected for the scivice 
of the preteiidi'r, of which 400 , 000 /. jiince 
the be;.'mning of the rebellion, and of tins 
170,000/. during the last winter, in and 
about London; l.'iOO names of siibscrd ers, 
several of them pen»ons of note, had been 
discovered. 

H. L(^rds Kilmarnock and Halinerino 
beheaded on Tuwer-hdl. The first was 
aged forty-two, and u nobleman of tine 
personal accomplishments, 1ml desperate 
fortunes, who seems to have been drawn 
into the rebellion mure from the iiiHueiice 
of his countess and the loss of a guvern- 
lutuit pension than jacobitisin. Halinerino 
was bfly-eight, had been bred to arniN. 
and acted fnnn principle : he was gallant, 
resolute, and brave. 

2.'>. The distemper among homed cat- 
tle bieuk.ug out ag.dn in the neighbourhood 
of Loiuluu, the Welsh fair was htld at 
Barnet. 

.SV///. 1-k Madras surrendered to the 
French, under Labourdonuais. But Dn- 

pleix, the governor of Pondicherry, tin* afit 

of guveriiinent of the French in India, vi- 
olated the capitulation* 

3«. • The French, q|ider comit Saxe, de* 
featetl the ulii»;8, under prince W uldec, a 
Koucoux. This baltl*! terminateil the cam- 
paign 111 the Netherlands, In y’. * 
French and Spaniards were not so siiac» 
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fill, the Austrians having expelled them 
from Lombardy, and reduced Genoa. 

Oct. 9. A thanksgiving tor the snppres* 
sion of the rebellion. At night an illumi 
nation. 

22. Admiral Matthews declared inca> 
pable of serving his majesty. The justice 
of this sentence has been questioned. The 
admiral was refused a copy of the minutes 
of the court-martial, and referred to the 
lords of the Admiralty. 

Lima destroyed by an earthquake. It 
liad been visited by a similar convulsion in 
loSfi and 1687. Callao, Wie best port in 
Tmi, was in the same month overwhelmed 
by an inilux of the sea. 

Nov. 4. One Fremont, an officer in the 
rebel army in Scotland, was apprehended at 
a rehearsal at the Opera-house, where he 
was a dancer, and committed to prison. | 

18. Parliament opened by the king. 

21. Charles Ratcliife, younger brother 
of the earl of Derwentwater, who was exe- 
cuted in 1715, was arraigned on his sentence 
of treason iu 1716, when he made his escape 
from Newgate. lie pleaded first that he 
was a Mibject of France, where he had re* 
S'ded fur the last thirty years ; and sccoii'/ly. 
that he was not Charles Uatclitfe, hut the 
e Iff of Derwentwater. His pleas were over- 
ruled, and an ortler made for his execution. 

At thequaiter'St ssions of the ]tcace, held 
at Taunton, Mary Hamilton, otherwise 
Charles Hamilton, wastrie<l for preteuuiug 
herself a man, and m.irrying fourteen wives ; 
the last of which, Mary Price, deposed in 
court that she was married to the prisoner, 
and cohabited ns man and wife a quarter of 
a year, during which time she thought the 
]>ii\ 0 !ier a man, o^^ing to the prisonerN vile 
and deceitful practices. After a debate of 
tlif natun* of the ciime, it was agreed that 
siic was an uiiconioiun, notorious cheat, and 
scuteuced to be publicly whipped, and to 
be imprisoned for six months. 

i>fc. 4. Mr. Orator Henley taken into 
custody by order of lord Chesterfield, onw 
ol the .secretaries of state, to be examined 
on a charge of seducing the ktng^s siihjerts 
hum their allegiance, by his Sunday ha- 
rangues in his i)ratory-i‘ha|tcl. 

8. Karl of Derwentwater beheaded on 
Tower- hill. 

11. Lord Lovat impeached of treason. 
(christenings anti Huria/s^ unthtn the hiiit of 
vinrtti/iif/^ from December 10, 1745, to 
Drcfmber 11, 1746: — 

('hnstened. Buried, 

Malvs 7,573 13^771 

Ifiiulea 7,004 Femalei 14,386 

In all 14,677 I In all 28,157 

Increased in the burials this yw 68t»l. 

y»t‘d under two years 9503. LWed to 100 
«vnd upwards 10. 


In Vienna there died, in 1746, 5287 ; of 
whom 1853 were under two years of age. 

1747. Jan. Frederick of Prussia gave 
leave to the papists of Berlin to build a 
church as large as they pleased. 

7. A solemn fast-day. 

13. Lord Ix/vat delivers in his answer 
to the impeachment . in which he denied 
every article. 

Feb. 15. At the French chapels, in 
Thrvadneedle-street and Spitalfields 1500/. 
was collected for the relief of their ])oor. 

Mar. 9. liord Lovat’s trial, after several 
postponements, beg^n in Westiiiinster-hall. 

19. His lordship had sentence passed 
upon him in the usual form ; after which, 
lord-chancellor Hardwicke, who presided as 
lord-steward, stood up, broke his staff, and 
dissolved the commission. 

j4pr. 2. The sheriffs of London received 
a warrant from the duke of Newcastle for 
the execution of lord I.uvat ; intimating, 
that it was exjiected they would expose the 
head at the four corners of the scatibld, as 
iistial. The shtTiiis returned answer, that, 
as it had not been practised lately, they 
desired it might be inserted in the body of 
the warrant. 

9. Lord Lovat beheaded on Tower-hill, 
He was in his 80th year, and died a papist ; 
leaving a oiiaracter notorious for treachery, 
rapacity, cruelty, and immorality. He be- 
haved with propriety at his execution, re- 
peating from Horace, 

“ Dulce et decorum pro patria mori.'* 

* So much easier is it, ’ says sir Dudley 
Curleton, on a similar occasion, ‘ for a man 
to die well ihau to live well,’ Several j>er- 
soiis lost their lives by the falling of a 
scaffold on the occasion. 

14. A great body of London merchants 
wait on the lords of the Admiralty, praying 
for a better naval protection of their trade. 

20. Advice of the taking of Fort St. 
George, in the East Indies, by the French. 

30. Edward Cave, the editor of the 
Gentleman's Magaxine, and the publisher 
of another magaxine. were brought to the 
bar of the commons, for laiblishing the de- 
bates of the house ; when the former denied 
that he retained any person in pay to make 
the speeches ; and afUr expressing his con- 
trition, he was discharged, on ^layment of 
fees. It is now well known that the cele- 
brated Dr. Johnson was employed to rejiort 
the speeches for Cave’s periodical. 

Mag 16. M. Buflbn, the celebrated nn- 
turtUisi, communicated to the Academy of 
Sciences the results of his experiments on 
the power of burning-glasses.^ Ho set ob- 
jects on fire at the distance of one hundred 
and twenty yards, and wrote n disyertation 
to prove that the account is ueither (^se 
nor absurd oC Archimedes burning the Ro- 
man ships at the iitgo of 
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21« The custom discontinued of puttinf^ 
up at the Commou>hall the [gentlemen no- 
minated by the lord mayor for sheriiis. 

25, Prince Charles, the pretender’s eld- 
est son, accompanied by several conipaniuus 
in his late desperate enterprise, arrived ut 
Rome, 

June 16. Commodore Fox took forty 
French ships, richly laden irom St. Domingo. 

1 7. Parliament prorogued, and next day 
dissolved. 

IIerbtabt.e Jurisdictions. — An act re- 
ceived the royal assent, on the last day ot 
the session, very conducive to the peace and 
improvement »»t‘ Scotland. It was for the 
abolition of the heretable jurisdictions of 
the landowners, and making them a pecuni- 
ary compensation. By this act ihe most pro- 
minent distinction oi the feudal system was 
aholished ; the rivalries of clanship merged 
in the common weal, and the course of jus* 
tice made more uniform and effective, hy 
the substitution of the king’s courts and 
judges in place of malcontent, rapacious, 
and capricious chieftains. The uumtier of 
jiroprietors who claimed compensation was 
148, and the amount of tlieir ciaiuis fur loss 
of regalities, justkciuriey, sheritfships, coro- 
nerships, and other territorial immunities, 
was valued by the court of session at 
164,232/. 

25. The pretender’s second son made 
cardinal duke of York, and benefices given 
him by the pope worth 20,000 crowns. 

The ancient city of ilerculaneum, related 
by Pliny to be buried by an eruption of 
Vesuvius, about 1700 years since, was dis- 
covered at Portici, near Naples, through a 
passage 150 feet deep. 

July 13. The Fivnch invested llergen- 
op* Zoom with 25,000 men. An old lady, 
whose family had made an immense fortune 
in the East Indies, sent the garri.son 1000/. 

HI provision and money, and pronii.sed to 
repeat the present every week they held 
out. But It fell inti) tlie hands of the 
French the 16th of September following. 

20. Beheaded at Stockholm, Dr. Black- 
well, the physician. He coutesscd some 
secrets to i)r. Fulstadius, a protestant cler- 
gyman, which the torture could not extort. 
He was a Scotchman, and had been cor. 
rector of the press to Mr. VV ilkiiis in Loudon. 

Sept, 1. it is discov red tuat the sixth 
pier of the new Wesituioiter-bridge had 
settled sixteen inches. 

The distemper among homed cattle con- 
tinuing, regulations were inromulgated hy 
royal prociamatioo, fur preveming its 
■])ree4lirig. The holding of several fairs, 
and the weekly markets of cattle, were sus- 
pendcd* 

Od, 7* About sixty men, well armed 
and mounted, l>roke into the Custom-house 
at Poais» in the night, and carried u^j 


4,200 lbs. of tea, lately seised by the Swift 
privateer. They said they were only come 
for their own, 

14. Admiral Hawke, with fourteen sail 
of the line, defeats the French fleet of nine 
large ships and frigates, off Belleisle. The 
enemy had 800 men killed, the English 200, 

Nov, 10. New Parliament. — Ministers 
derived popularity from the suppression of 
the rebellion, and their naval successes. 
Smollett says, Newcastle and his brother 
Pelham had conducted the elections * so as 
to fully answer their purposes.’ The ora- 
tors and leadei's of opposition were silenced 
by absorption into the government, and the 
session was uninteresting. Arthur Onslow 
was again chosen 8|)eaker. Preparations 
for a congress at Aix-la-Chapelle, prelimi- 
nary to a general peace, were announced 
ill the royal speech ; but, as the result was 
uncertain, the lavish grants and subsidies 
of former years were readily voted without 
inquiry. 

iJee, 29, The king’s annual dole of 
1000/. to poor honsekeepets of Westminster 
was distributed. 

Bili s ok Mortality. — C hristened with- 
in the London bills of mortality 14,942; 
buried 494 : increased iii the burials this 
year 2063. Died under two years of dge 
8,741. Lived to one hundred and upwards 
seven. 

1748. Jon. 11» A large body of sailors 
present a petition to the king, at St. James’s, 
tor a distribution of prise-muney, 

Fth, 17. A solemn fast, on account of 
the war, 

12. The total exjiense of building 
the Mansion-house, fur the lord mayor, in- 
cluding 3,900/. paid for houses, ascertained 
to be 42,638/. 

1.3. The king prorogues parliament, and 
the same day set out ft>r Hanover. 

22. Thu general assembly of Scotland 
enjoin that every minister of the .ScotfiNh 
church shall preach the first sabl>.dh ul 
every quai ter against popery, and in defence 
of the protestant Hettlement. 

June, By the paying off* several meu*ot* 
war wages tell in the merchant service trout 
50«. to 2r)f. per month. 

Juiy 14. About tun digits of the suii 
eclipsed. Venus appeared heaiitiful through 
the telesco|)e in the form of a crescent. 

Aug. 10. A proclamation for a cesSiitiou 
of hostilities with Spain and Genoa read 
at the Royal Kxchangt*. 

Ovt,7, TkKA'IY ok AlX-I.A-ClIAKKLt'*^* 
— The chief parties to this treaty were 
Britain. Holland, and Austria on one side 
and France and Sputiw on the other. By 
it all the great treaties from tliat ol 
phalia in 1648, to that of Vienna in 17 J- * 
were renewed and confirmed, Prussia was 
guaranteed in the posteesion of Silesw, 
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and the empress-queen, of her hereditary 
dominions, according to the pragmatic sanc- 
tion. France surreinlered her conquests 
in Flanders, and the* English in the East 
and West Indies. But the right of Eng- 
lish subjects to navigate the American seas 
without being subject to ttarch was never 
mentioned, though it had been the first cause 
of the war and the basis of the attacks 
made on Walpole’s ministry. The nation 
was eager for the commencement of hostili- 
ties, but soon grew tired of the burdens they 
entailed. For all their sacrifices of blood 
ajid treasure, in a contest of eight years* 
duration, they only reaped the barren glory 
of supporting the German sovereignty of 
Maria Theresa. 

23. The king arrives from Germany. 

The treaty of peace was celebrated by a 
grand display of fire-works in the Green 
Park. 

29. Parliament opened. In the Inter- i 
val of the prorogation the opposition had 
arranged their measures, and ap|x;ared dis- 
posed to give ministers some trouble. They 
cavilled at the terms of the peace, and 
sharply canvassed the demands of the 
chaucellor of the exchequer. It was under 
the auspices of the prince and guided by 
the councils of Holingbroke. that the oppo- 
sition acted. The latter resided at Batter- 
sea, “ where he was visited,'* Smollett say^s, 
** like a sainted shrine, by all the distin- 
guished votaries of wit, eloquence and po- 
litical ambition.** 

Dec. 10. The Prince-Pretender arrested 
at the Opera-house, and forcibly carried 
out of France. 

The total number (»f French, Spanish and 
neutral vef«selH captured, from the declnra- 
tjoii of war against France in 1744, was 
2804. Ofiliis 1191 were taken by priva- 
teers. 

The total quantity of corn of every sort, 
c\pt)rted in the five years ending in 1 748, was 
3,708,444 quarters, valued at 15,073,776/. 
The bounty paid on this exportation of corn 
ainountt'd to 678,907/. 

H11.1.S OK Mohtai.ity. — Christened 


April A general thanksgiving for 
the peace. 

June 13. Royal assent given to an act 
for making a free market for the sale of 
fish in Westminster. 

Aug. 7, An edict published at Paris, 
requiring from the clergy a return of their 
revenues, preparatory to the levy from 
them of the twentieth penny in common 
with the rest of the nation ; and jprohibiting 
the publication ctf the debates of the king’s 
council. But the debates of their parlia- 
ments were allowed to be published. It 
vas also proposed to levy a license duty on 
:hose who wore a sword, unless they could 
prove their nobility, or were in the royal 
service. To preserve the peace of the church 
it was prohibited to the bishops to issue 
'heir mandates on controverted points of 
*eligion without the king’s permission. 

England and other parts of Europe were 
much infested with locusts. Bavaria in 
larticular shared in the desolation : a great 
warm passed over in three columns, each 
if which was 300 paces in breadth, and oc- 
cupied three hours in their transit. 

Oct. 6. A factor near the Exchange ap 
rehended by a king's messenger, for send- 
og clandestinely out of the kingdom arti- 
ficers and utensils employed in the woollen 
manufacture. 

Abe. 14. A company of French come- 
dians, lately arrived, occasioned a good deal 
)f noise, and were strenuously attacked in 
he newspapers ; notwilhstaniUng which 
they began this night to act at the little 
Theatre ill the Hay-market, where a fray 
ensued, swords were drawn, and some per- 
sons woumled : however, they persevered, 
and the French players and Westminster 
election almost entirely engrossed the at- 
tention of the town for the greatest part 
of this month. 

16. On the opening of parliament the 
king congratulated them on the beneficial 
influence of the peace on commerce and 
public credit. Ministers still commanded 
a powerful majority, and carried ail their 
mea.Hures triumphantly, hy the mute elo- 


14,153; buried 23,869: decreased in the 
burials this year 1625. Died iiiide*' two 
yeiirs of age 7637. Lived to 100 and up 
wards five. 

1749, Feb. 9. Peace proclaitned by the 
under-sherifis of Middlesex. 

16. A riot at the Hay market theatre 
occasioned by the disappointment of the 
audience at a conjuror not jumping into a 
quart bottle. 

Mar, 21. The lord mayor, aldermen, 
and common-council wait u\xjii the king 
with oMi address to congratulate him on the 
safe delivery of the princess of Wales. 
'Hiey all had the honour to kiss hit majes- 
ty’s hand. 


quence of numbers. 

/;cc. 8. WasrniNSTFU Ki.kction.— The 
election was closed on this day; when the 
numtiers appeared to be, for lordl rentham 
4811; for sir George Vaiideput 4654. But 
a scrutiny was demanded by the popular 
party. Trentham was the sou of earl Gower, 
and the ministerial candidate. Ue had 
been strenuously opposed by those who 
styled themselves the “ iiuleiiendent elec- 
tors of Westminster,” because his taniily had 
deserted the ranks of the opposition. V aude- 

. ii»il tx- 


aeserwu iiic 

put wu» Ih. povulOT candia.i*, ami his *x- 

MUK»w,r.Ji.fta>edbjthcclcclors,to>vluch 
tl..y w.r. .Dcoura^eil by the 

Miiitance ol' Jje prmcc of VV ales and 

2 K 2 
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his adherents. Mobs were hired and pro- alwa 3 's redeemable at par. Some objection 
cessions made on both sides^ and the con- was at first made by the Bank) Scsxtli Sea, 
test was carried on with a great deal of and Kust India Companies) but finally the 
tumult and animosit}^ minister's plan was successfully carried 

, ^ The distemper among horned cattle con- through. 

tinning in difi'erent parts of the kingdom, 16. The king set out for Hanover, 

orders in council were issued prohibiting May 21. The first buss launched) built 

the removal of cattle, except for slaughter, on the model of the Dutch, for the British 
B11.1.S OP Mortality. — Christened white herring fishery. 

14,260; buried 25,516: increased in the 22. Statk of Nkwgatk. — A gentleman 
burials this year 3)647. %Died under two attended the court of aldermen with umcK- 


years of age 8504. Lived to 100 and up- 
wards twelve. 

In Paris in 1749, were married 4263 
couples; christened 19, 158; died 18,607; 
foundlings 3775. 

1750. Jan, 4. The market at May Fair 
opened for all sorts of cattle a.s at Smith- 
field. 

16. Disturbances between the wonlcomb- 
ei's and weavers of Tiverton, on account of 
the merchants introducing Irish worsted ; 
the woolcomliers refusing to work, jmt a 
sttip to all trade. ! 

Mar , 8. A smart shock of an eartlupiake j 
felt in the metropolis. A shock had l>een ' 
felt about a month prev;ously. 

Aprils, The Scotch claims for here- 
table jiihsdtctioos began paying at the 
Exchenuer. 

5. Incredible numbers of people, lieing 
under strong apprehensioriHthat the metro- 
polis would be visited with a third and 
more fatal earthquake, on this night, accord- 
ing to the prediction of a tanatic life- 
guardsma:!, and because it would lie just 
four weeks 'from the iast shuck, ns that was 
from the first, left their hoosrs and walked 
into the fields, or lay in boats ail night ; 
many people of fashion in the neighlxmr- 
ing villages sat in their coaches till day- 
break ; others went to a greater distance, 
so that the roads were never more thronged, 
and lodgings were hardly to lie procured 
at Windsor. 

12. Parliament prorogued. 

Kedl'ction of the Folk Pkk Cents. — 
Tl»e peaceable and prosjierous state of the 
country caused the public funds to rise alxive 
) 4 Lr, and enabled the in mister this iMt^sitin 
to accomplish an important financial rne.'i- 
STire. This was the reduction of the four 
per cent, stock to three and a half per o<fnt. 
for seven years, and aftc vards to remain 
at three per cent.; leavutg to the public 
creditor the option of scce|!ting these terms 
or being paid the principal, tliat is, thirty 
per cent, below the actual transfer price, 
it had all the effect of a tax of 25 per cent, 
on the funds, and was severely felt by many 
classes in the middle ranks, whose property 
was invested in the public securities. Yet 
there was no violation of national faith ; 
since, agreeably with the original terms of 
the oonttadb the perpetual annuities were 


sage from lord-chief-justice Ix^e, to acquaint 
them of the necessity of some new regula- 
tion to be made cuncerning the gaol of 
Newg.ate ; or that it would be dangerous fur 
persons to attend the businessofthese.ssioiis 
at the Old Bailey. To the message was 
annexed a list of iijiwards of twent\' persons 
who were at the last sessions, and hud since 
died, as it was thought, by some infection 
from the stench ot the prisoners, among 
whom were sir Samuel Pennant, sir Daniel 
Lambert, baiou Clarke, sii 'rhoiiias Abuev, 
Mr. Coy. the under sheritl. Mr. Sharpless, 
the clerk td* the j^apers, cutinsullor Hand, 
counsellor OtivMy, depiry Hunt, and several 
others, who dtcri of iiiahgii mf fevers caught 
at the last se.Hsii»iis. All the jails of Kiig 
land at the time were filled with the refu-e of 
the army and navy, dishaiided at the peace, 
and either averse to labour or exciudnl from 
employment, naturally preyed upon the 
community. Great numbers were punished 
a.H examples, and the rest |>ensUed misera- 
bly amidst the steuch and horrors of noi- 
some diingeuU'*. 

June 17. A plot of ground hirt‘d at 
Chelsea for the reception of 3fiU Muravi.iti 
families of the Lutheran church, to carry 
on a manufacture there. 

3t*. Hannah Snell, who had long been 
in the army without her sc*x being discover- 
ed, and lH‘»m pn-sent in several battles aixl 
siege.s. receivetl a pension of 30/. a year 
from the »luke of C'umbevland. 

The congregation dr propaganda fide, at 
Rome, had advice from Ctdna that itie cm- 
jwror, who had manifested a toleraltng 
spirit, having suddenly lost his wife and 
son, fell into a deep melancholy, which 
soon degenerated into a kind of inquietude 
aiiil languor, and at last turned to rage and 
ctuelty. His rnitnsters, fearing the etlects 
on themsrlve»i, diverted the storm on t)»« 
Christians, charging them with holding 
rorrespondence prejudicial to his interest. 
On tins accusation the okl bishop ol Moni- 
castro, who had thirty years governed the 
missiou <»f the empire, was beheaded ; mur 
dominicans and two jesuitf were stninglcj * 
and the most rigorous ViUcls ever ma< e 
against the Christians were revived ; hut 
the mtsttonartes in Pekin were st»arvd, on 
the supplication of some jesuits ‘ 

to the empifur, fur their useful skill in 
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tronomy, paint architecture, fortifica. 
tion and gunnery. 

July % Mr. Sewell agreed with the commit* 
tee of the city lands to farm Newgate-mar- 
ket on paying a fine of 700/. and 700/. rent. 
Mr. Papworth farmed Leaden hall-market 
for 1000/. a year, and 1000/. fine. 

13. The excessive heat of this and some 
preceding days so affected the fish in the 
Thames, that they gathered in shoals to 
the bank side, and buried themselves in 
the sedge and mud, and were easily taken in 
great quantities. Loads of fish perished 
in the fens of Cambridgeshire, and one per- 
son lost 300/. by the death of jacks and 
pike. 

Aug. 29. Was decided at Newmarket a 
wager for 1000 guineas, laid by Theobald 
I'aaff. esq. against the carl of March and 
lord Kgliiigton, who were to provide a four- 
wheel carriage with a man in it, to be drawn 
by four horses nineteen miles in an hour ; 
which was perfotined in fifty-ihree minutes 
and tweiitv-seveii seconds. 

Sept, This month the pretcmdor was im- 
prudent enough secretly to visit Loudon, 
which he left again la five da) s. on finding 
hiin;«elf deceived by somesangttiae frieiuls. 
Ho was shunned by the more respirctable 
of the Jacobites for bis libertinism ; and 
Dr. King (Anecdotes of his Own Time, 
2(tl) describes him as a prince without 

nolile or benevolent sentiments,” and 
wliolly ignorant of our ** history and con- 
stitution.” 

*11. The ratifications of a treaty of siili- 
sidy concluded with the elector of Havana 
were exchanged ut Hanover. The Milv 
stance of this treaty, which was to l,ist 
six years, was that the inaritiine {siwers 
pay the elector an annual subsidy ut 
to, 000/,, for which the eiector was to keep 
in readiness a binly of GOUO foot for the ser- 
vice of the maritime powers whenever de- 
inantied, provided they are not empluytHl 
against the empire. 

Ort. 24. Spam ngree.H to pay the Sunth- 
sea company lUO.UlK)/. for the non- execu- 
tion of the Assiento ireaty. 

Knv, to. Died Mr. Eilwiird Hright at 
M ildin in Essex, agerl thiriy. He was 
supposed to tie the largest man living. He 
Weighed furtydwo stone ami a half, jockey 
weight ; and not being very tall, his body 
wiu of an astonishing bulk, and his legs 
Were as bigas a middling man’s body. He 
was nil active man till a year or two before 
his death, when hia corpulence so over- 
powered his strength, that his life was a 
burthen, and his death a dtdiverance. He 
left a widow pregnant of their sixth child. 

17. The new bridge at Westminster 
m ^ processkin, at wid- 

30. The minneries of l^gffing fiitus in 


Ireland havingl been detected in many vile 
and dissolute practices, w ere suppressed by 
an order of the pope, on the fietition of the 
principal catholics, both lay and clerical, of 
that kingdom. 

A distemper among the horses prevailed 
through the whole of this month. That 
among the horned cattle was unabated. 

The duke of Marlborough purchased the 
earl of Clarendon’s estate in Oxfordshire 
for 70,000/. 

Dec. 22. A proclamation for the better 
prevention of the numerous street robberies 
and assaults in London. 

Bii.ls of Moutamty — In London ebris* 
tened 14,548 ; buried 23,727 : increased in 
the burials, 1789. Died under two years 
of age 8024. Lived to 1 00 and upwards 6. 

The christenings in Pans for 1760 
amountcrl to 19,035 ; marriages, 4619 ; 
burials, 18,084 ; foundlings, 3785. 

1751. Jan. A. The deficiency of the bank 
of St. George at Genoa calculated at six- 
teen millions of cruw'iis. 

1 1. A globular bottle was blown at Leith 
in Scotland, callable of holding two hogs- 
heads ; the bigirest ever produced at any 
glass-works. Its dimensions forty inches 
hy foriy-two. 

1 7. \Vas exhibited before the Royal So- 
ciety a method td* making attificial mag- 
nets much stronger than the liest load- 
stones, with the assistance only of a com- 
mon poker and tongs, by John Canton, 
M. A. 

Parliament was opened by the king, wlio 
recommended the encouragement of com- 
merce. and mcasiirevH for the suppression of 
such outrages and violences as are incon- 
sistent with the security of the comnnmity. 
The government addu'ss was carried by 
203 to 74. 

Fel*. .lustice Fielding having received 
information of a ri’iidi'zvoiis of gamesters 
in ibe Strand, procured a strong party of 
guards, who seized forty-five at. the !. dries, 
which they broke to pieces, and carried tlie 
gamesters lafore the justice, who commit- 
ted thirty-nine of them to the Gate-house, 
autl admitted the other six fiibail. Three 
tables were broken, which cost near 
6(1/. a piece. I' ruler each of them wire 
observed two iron rollers, and two private 
springs, which those who were in the m cret 
could touch, and stop the turning wdienevcr 
they had any flats to deal with. 

6. A pniclamation issued, pursuant to 
addressei from both houses of parliament, 
concerning a leditioas paper, iutitlcd. Con- 
stitutional Quenruf Ac., promising IfiOO/. 
fut the discowry of the a\itboT,200/. fi r the 
discovery of each of the printers, and 5U/» 
for discovery of each publisher, 

19. A committee of the common conual 
appointed In devise means fur clearing iho 
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streets of be^^gars* vafj^rants, and disagree- 
able spectacles. 

Was closed the subscription to the Free 
British-Hshery, the sum of which amount- 
ed to about 200,000/. Six busses for the 
ensuing season were ordered to be imme- 
diately built. 

It was affirmed that upwards of 4000 
persons who sold spirituous liquors without 
license, had been convicted of the penalty 
of 10/. each, from Jan., 1749, to Jan., 
1750; and acconling to a list of private 
gin-shops, on the best calculation, they 
amounted to upwards of 17,000 in the hills 
of mortality. That the bill for preventing 
the consumption of cheap compound li- 
quors proposed an additional duty of 8/. 
per ton on all malt spirits, to commence 
from Lady-duy, 1751 ; that no compounder 
should mrike or sell any spirituous liquors, 
unless he has a still of 100 gallons in his 
dwelling-house, and served a legal appivii- 
ticeship ; and that no distiller should have 
mure than one apprentice at a time. 

Mitr, 4. Theotlore, the abdicated king of 
Corsica, cast, in an action for a debt of 
100/., in the court of King's bench, Guild- 
hall. 

20. Death ok the Puince ok Walks. — 
Frederick prince of Wales was in his forty- 
6fih year, and father of George 111. He 
expired suddenly, in the arms of Dt^snoyers, 
the celebrated dancing-master, who was 
near his bed-side, engaged in playing on the 
violin for his amusement. Smollett says 
his death was in consequence of a cold 
caught in his garden at Kew ; hut this is 
incorrect. His end was caused by an al>- 
cesSythat formed from the blow of a cricket- 
ball, which he received while playing at 
that game on the lawn at Clieideii, a col- 
lection of maifer having been produced that 
burst in his throat and suffocated him. It 
will have he»-n observed IVom theOccurreners 
of this reign iha? i*n estrangement had sub- 
sisted between him and his father. Dur- 
ing the last illness of the priric** he w«i8 
never visited by his m^esty. On tl»e even- 
ing of his flecease, George II. had re- 
paired, according to his usual custom, to 
the ajiailments of lady Yarmouth, situated 
on the ground-floor at St. Jain'.*s*s, where 
a party of distinction generally assembled. 
The king hail just sat do Wi to play, and 
was engaged at cards, wheu a page arrived 
from Leicester-house, bringing inf>tinatton 
that hta son was no more. He receiv i the 
intelligence without testifying either emo- 
tion or surprise ; then rising, ht; crossed 
the room to lady Yarmouth's table, who 
was likewise ocetijiied at play, and leaning 
over her chair, said to her in German, in a 
low tone of voice, Frits is dode,'’ Freddy 
rs dead (Wraxall^i Memoirs. 418). Long 
before hit death, the piitice made a decla- 


ration to the chiefs of the opposition of the 
leading principles which should guide his 
conduct on his accession to the throne* 
Among other things promised by him, were* 
first, to abolish all distinction of parties, 
and admit indiscriminately to place and 
emolument individuals recommended by 
their virtues and attachment to the consti- 
tution. Secondly, he proposed to support 
a bill to exclude from the house of com- 
mons all military officers under the rank of 
colonel, all naval officers under the degree 
of rear-admiral. Thirdly, he promised to 
introduce a vigorous inquiry into the abuses 
of public offices. Fourthly, a standing 
army was to be replaced by a numerous 
and effective tnilitia. Ijustly, the prince 
iroinised that no administration should 
lave his confidence without obtaining these 
jioints in behalf of the people, Wliether 
the prince was sincere or not, his promises 
rendered him very popular with the nation, 
and historians have been lavish in his 
praise. But contemporary writers are sel- 
dom well acquainted wiih the real charac- 
ter of princes. The truth is, Frederick was 
a man of weak intellect, who, having been 
thwarted in hi* incliimtions by his father, 
:lev<4ed himself, in conjonction w ith others, 
whose motives were as lit t b* honourable as his 
own, to a factious opposition to his measure*. 
Kven his admirers allow that be was defi- 
cient in energy, steadiness, and penetration 
of character. N»»r w as economy a virtue 
he displayed, for at his death he bail con- 
tracted enormous debts which were never 
discharged. The details given by Uod- 
ington in his “ Diary*’ of the intrigues 
and amuHements at Liecester-house are nut 
creditable to his priiiciples br understand- 
ing. The party there were occupied in 
forming schemes of future administrations, 
fixing the civil list, and divbiing in imagi- 
nation the loaves and tislie.* of the state on 
the king’.* death. It i* related hy this 
writer that the prince went three times in. 
thirteen months to have his fortune told. 
He usetl to go disguised to Hockley-in-tlie- 
Iloie to witness bull-baiting. In these 
rambles he was generally accompanied by 
lord Middlesex, whom his father hud disown- 
ed for extravagance, or lord John Sackville. 
II is favourite mistress was lady Archibald 
Hamilton. The prince was married in 
1736 to the princeiiM Augu*ta. only surviv- 
ing daughter of Frederick II.* duke of 
Saxe Gotha, by whom he left issue five -miiis 
and three daughters. His eldest son, now 
prince of Wales, being only in his eleventh 
year, a regency was anpointed ; but the king 
surviving till prince Georgewttai usd his ma- 
jority, it never acted 

Pooii Laws. — Orders were issued by fbe 
commons to oblige the overseers of ad pw- 
«'i*hes to give an account to the clerhs of 



GEORGE II. A.D. 


439 


the peace, &c, of the monies paid annually 
to the poor, from 1747 to 1750, inclusive, 
in order to lie by them transmitted to the 
house immediately. Thu poor-rates, which 
at the end of Charles Il.*s reign amounted 
only to 665,362/.^ had increased to upwards 
of three millions. Notwithstanding this, 
a hill was under the consideration of the 
commons, for granting certain privileges to 
encourtige the poor to marrg, for the increase 
of his iiiaiesty's subjects. 

Alar. 23. Order Ibr a general mourning. 

31. Uobeit Walpole, earl of Orfonl, 
master of the buck-hminds, died, aged 51, 
of an abscens in the back. 

The number of patients under the care of 
St. llartholomew’s and St. Thoman's hos- 
pitals amounted last year to 19,51)0. 

.4pr. 3. Captain Coram was interred 
with great solemnity in the vault under 
the chapel of the Ftiuruiling-ho^pital. 

The late prince ot Wales interrerl in 
We ^tlninsti•r-.ltll>ey. 

22. Popui.AK luNou.vNCK. — \t Triug 
in Hertfordshire a pubbcan giving out 
that he was bewitched by <.ne Osborne 
aud his wife, harmlcNS people above 70, 
had it cried at several inarket-tou us that 
tliey were to be tried by ducking this day, 
which oi'c isioned a \ast concourse. The 


3000 of whom were entertained in the 
house, and the beer was brewed in 1730. 

Tmk Wkathkii. — T he segson was cold 
and wet for most part of this month, the 
corn in the ground being much damaged 
ill many places by the ruin, and above 
600,000 acres were computed to remain un- 
suwed. Cattle also, especially the woolly 
kind, siifiered greatly by the inclemency of 
the weather. One farmer in Sussex lust 
400 lambs by cold dews. The rains made 
land-carriage so dear, that the poor people 
were greatly distressed by the high price of 
coals, which, in the W’et season, at Derby 
rose from 4ft. to Bd. per hundred ; at Rug- 
by, from 8(2. to 14(2. ; at Northampton, 
from 11)(/. to 18(/., and in proportion at 
other inland places. The infection among 
cattle still continued, and now raged in the 
midland and northern counties. In Cheshire 
ti.ey lost 30,000 cows since last October. 

Jufie 17. Minim khial Cii.iNous. — John 
earl of Granville made lord-president of 
the council in the room of the earl of Dor- 
set. Ill the same mouth the earl of Ilol- 
deniess became secretary of state on the 
resignation of the duke of Bedford; aud 
lord Anson succeeded the earl of Sandwich 
as 6rst lord of the admiralty. The with- 
drawal of the Bedford sectum of the ini- 


parish ofliicers having removed the old 
couple from the w.nkhouse into tlie church 
for security, the mob missing them, broke 
the workhouse windows, and seizing the 
governor, threatened to tlrown him and fi _ 
the town, having straw in their hands for 
that pur{H)sc. *lhe poor creatures were at 
length delivered up, stnppe.l naked, their 
thumb* tied to tlieir toes, then diagged 
two mile* and thiown into n muddy stream. 
After much ducking and ill usage, lailh 
expired. The coroner’s im^uest brought in 
their verdict wilful murder. 

Rv)\ai. C’liANuKs. — Frederick, king of 
Sweden and landgravtMif Hesse ( assel.dy- 
big, lie wa* succeeded, agreeably to pre- 
vious arrangement*, hy Adolphus Frede- 
rick, duke of Holstein. Such was the rage 
for subsiduiiig the petty states of Germany, 
jhat )t wii* Iwimd. on computation, that the 
ate king ot Sweden, in hi* ca|uicity of 
1 *1 receivi d from Kngfand 

,-49,699/. Soon after the king of Swe- 
‘ en s death, prince Fredenck of iles^e 
Cassel, who had espoused Mnrv, the third 
daughter of Georgl^ 11., thought tit to 
nounce his protestantism, and declare him- 
a Roman catholic* 

pi Above 10,000 pimple came to 

WiiHliinbury from Urirtol. Buth. and i.ther 
1 arts, to drink thu watun tlinre for Mthtua- 
"c •^om^uuits, 

of U*'*'"""* ."‘‘“If* marqni, 

*• Wentworth- 
\orkshire. Above 10,000 guesti^ 


nistry gave still greater ascendancy t.> the 
IMhams. Mr. Pitt was an active partizaii 
of the IVlIiams. and Mr. Heiuy Fox, tlie 
first lord Holland, of the Bi dfo.tis. These 
conspicuous politicians, like their descend- 
ants of the next generation, represented the 
rival factions of the aristocracy in the house 
of commons. Both Pitt and Fox continued 
to htdd their places. 

24. Parliament prorogued, after the royal 
assent had been given to an act fur aug- 
menting the duties on spirits, aud prohibit- 
ing the sale thereof except hy victuallers, 
itinkeeiier*, and vintner* who rent a house 
of 1 0/. a year. 

Kkfukm of the Calkndar. — Onaofthe 
most remarkable acts paft.<ied in the course 
of this session was that fur regulating the 
commenceineiit of the year, aud correcting 
the calendaracconliiig to the Gregorian com- 
putation, which had l»eeu adopted by most 
nations on the Continent. The New Style, as 
it was termed, was introduced by jh)jhj Gre- 
gory XIII, in the sixteenth century ; but 
the authority of the pontiiiextending over 
catholic countries only, the ancient com- 
putation continued in use in England and 
the northern states. But by the new act it 
WHS provided that ih® year should iH'gm 
ou the 1st day of January, iiii^tead of, as 
heretofore, on the 25th day March, and 
that eli veij intermediate nom nai days b»'- 
tween the 2ud and Uth of September, 
1752, should Iw omitted; so that the day 
succeoding sbould be denominated 
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the 14th of that month. By thiR chan^ 
the dates of aU private and public transac- 
tions, mercantile correspondence, treaties, 
battles, and other events and occurrences 
in Knglaud, were assimilated to those of 
France, lUly, and other continental na- 
tions. Secondly, the civil was made more 
nearly to correspond with the astronomical 
year. The Julian computation, either 
from ignorance or ne^lif'ence, sujtposing a 
complete solar revolution to he effected in 
the (irecise period of 365 days and 6 hours, 
made no provision for the deticiency of 
eleven minutes, which, however, in the 
lapse of 18 centuries amounted to a differ- 
ence of eleven days. By throwing out 
these supernumerary days, the equinoxes 
and solstices were made to fall on nearly 
the same nominal daya that they fell in 
3*Jd at the council of Nice. 

JWy 11. M rs. Pitt made privy purse. 
Sepf. 18. By a list published of the 
ships employed in the whale fishery for 
1751. it appeared that 167 went out ; 3‘J 
from Britain, 13 from Hamburgh, 3 from 
Alteua, 2 from Bremen, 1 from Einhdeii, 
and the n^st from Holland. 

At Weyhill-fair best Furnhain hops sold 
from 8/. to 8/. Hi. per hundred, the second 
from 4/. 15.». to 6/., the Kent and Sussex 
best from 5/. 1U«. to 6/. 1U«., and ordinary 
from 3L to 4/. 

In a circular epistle from the yearly 
meeting at London to the quarterly meet- 
ings of the Quakers in Great Britain. Ire- 
land, and elsewhere, the account of HttfiVr- 
ings this year (chiefly for tithes and 
church-rates) amounted in England uiul 
Wales to upwards of 3025/,, and in Ireland 
to upwards of 1760/. 

Aoo. 14. Parliament opened, when the 
king informed them of the deatli of the 
prince of Orange, and of the new treaties 
concluded with the electors of Bavaria and 
Saxony. '13ieKe suhsidy-lrt'oiies in a time 
of peace were in addition to those already 
subsisting with the electors of Mentz and 
Cologne, and which were folio we<l by one , 
with the elector-palatine. 

20, Mr, Murray again committed to 
Newgate, by an order of the house of c</m- 
monff* He was corninitt'.d last session for 
refusing to ask pardon on his knees, for 
obstructing the high baili^'Ot W'est minster, 
in the course of his scrut u but dnu'barged 
the end of the session. HiS recommittal 
seemed an unusual stretch of parlimir'uitary 
privUe^. A pamphlet, seitiug forth the 
case oi the gentleman, was ordered to be 
publicly burnt by the hangman. 

21* Died, John Cbam&rs, a fisherman, 
aged 99* 

Uee, 8. Died, Louisa queen of IKnmaric, 
and youngest daughter of George 11. 
DxArH OF BoLiKOJifioKik — On tlie loth 


1 instant died, in his seventy-fourth year, 
* Henry St. John, viscount Bolingbroke ; a 
nobleman busily engaged in the politics, 
literature, and ])hilusophy of the preceding 
half ceutury. He began his career under 
Harley, earl of Oxford, whom he supplanted 
by an intrigue, and was himself driven into 
exile by the malignity of the fir^t whig mi- 
nisters of George I. Rashly entering the 
service of the pretender, he soon withdrew 
in disgust, either from jealousy of the su- 
perior influence of the duke of Ormond, ia 
the Jacobite court, or from his better sense 
and education making him ashamed of the 
mean qualities of his new master, and the 
folly of his adherents. He had the singu- 
lar fortune of having been secretary to, and 
attainted b}'. both governments : he reco- 
ven*d, however, the family inheritance in 
England ; hut Walpole, nut caring to he 
troubled with him in parliament, kept him 
from his seat in the house of lords ; and in 
retaliation, Bolingbruke commenced a long 
and bitter persecution of the minister, in 
the Cftftsmnu. His life had been chiefly 
.pent in retirement, and though not higluy 
exemplary of practical wisdom* he was 
looked up to ivith oracular veneration by 
contemporary wits and politicians. He was 
line s^jeaki-r, and highly nccoinplished 
man: of great energy ami decision ot cha- 
racter; hut unscrupulous, and lacked the 
integrity of principle and singleness ofpm- 
snit that inspires cuiifnlence, and leads to 
iimpiestiuneil excellence. He was ambitious, 
envions of hujK rionty, resentful J lax in 
morals, a partizan in politics, and an iidi- 
ilel ia religion. As a cambulate for popu- 
larity and puhhc uinploymeiitjie necessarily 
concealed his unbelief, but iu old ago more 
ipenlv avowed himself. ** in the agonies 
if de.4th,'* says Mr. C’lwike. “ he was awfully 
consistent with hitnsell. He rejected with- 
out hesitaiioii the protfered n'.sistance id' a 
ciergyman, and died ms he had always lived, 
out only latterly avowed, a deist ; affording 
n his last iiioinents a inelanclroly ]>ro«>f of 
ii.s sincerity.’’ (Memoirs of lord Boliiig- 
iroke, ii. 244.) His death was c.iused by 
:,incer in the face, an incurable malady, 
whicli he bore witli heroic fortitude, calmly 
w.titiiig its inevituhle issue. In pidincs 
Boliiigtiroke was a lilnual tory, repiuhaling 
he extravagniires of legitimacy and higli- 
church; and it is to lie regretted his public 
life did not more assuredly win tor him the 
merit he claimed in the epitaph he wrote 
for himself; iiaraely, that he was “the 
enemy of no national party, the friend of 
no faction.'* He bequeathed voluniinous 
MSS. to his Rec»etary, Mrillet, which were 
published ; but such has been the pn gress 
of scienciSy that it is the factSi not the mo- 
ral and political philosophy of the last ogc; 
that are chiefly sought after. 
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16. Opened, a new road from Westmin- 
ster-bridge to Kenniny;ton, cut thruup^h 
gardens, eighty feet wide. 

Bills OFMuuTALiTY.~Chri8tened 14,691 ; 
buried 2l,02S. Decreased in the burials 
this year 2699. Died under two years uf 
age 7483 ; lived to one hundred and up* 
wards 13. 

1 *52. Jan* 1. A great court at St. Jameses ; 
but, on account of the mourning,, the king 
did not go to the royal chapel to offer the 
byzant, or wedge of gold to the poor ; 
neither was tin* ode for the new year per- 
formed aecoiding to annual custom. 

2. The bank agrees tt> lend goveinmeiit 
!,.100,01K>/. at three per cent. 

Ffb, 2. The Spitalfield weavers petition 
the king, that the nioiirning may be short- 
cne«l ; which is granted. 

Mar. 3. Miss lllandy tried at Oxford 
for poisiining her father, and convicted. 

r>. Was hebl the anniversary met-ting 
of the governors t»f the sinall-p»>x hospital, 
at St. Andrew’s, Ilolhorn, whi re a seimon 


Frxnch PnOTKSTANTS. — Notwlthstand 
ing the rigorous order lately given hy the 
French king, to hinder his protestant sub- 
jects from going out of his kingdom, great 
numbers retired to Switzerland ; many have 
also fled to Ireland, Jersey, the British co- 
lonies in America, and no inconsiderable 
number to Prussia. It is true, they run 
infinite risks before they can reach the 
frontiers, and the guards, very lately, stop- 
ped near thirty of these conscientious people 
on the road, who were cummitied to prison. 
A young gentleman was condemned at 
Montpelier to he hanged, for frequenting 
religions assemblies, and executed the same 
day. When sentence was prtmonneed ho 
shed some tears, but soon recovered him- 
self, and said to the judge, God forgive 
the weakne.ss of human nature.” 

Ju/y 21. At a court of common council, 
it is agreed to furnish the Mansion-house, 
at an expense not exceeding 4000/. 

31. Some spirited persons ende.iyonr 
to recover theii right of way through Kich- 


w as preached by the bishop of Worcc.stei, 
in which ho aiLswered the ohjettions to 
inoculation, and said, he was inlurmed by 
tluve eminent pliysicians who ha<l long 
practised that opt ralion, that only three 
out of 150(1 of the inoculated patients bad 
<iied. 

1 1. Klizabeth Jeffreys tried at (’helms- 
fiird for the murder of her uncle, and con- 
\ictH<l. 

2(j. Important SrATtTK.s. — Koval as- 
sent given to an act for licencing pawnbro- 
kers, and preventing their receiving stolen 
^u>*)ds. An act for snppn'ssing ]daceH of 
aiiiusemcnt in the metropolis, unless li- 
censed by the magistratis. An act for 
lesting lorfeited estates in Scotlainl iiia- 
lu'iiably III the crown, and ap]*lying their 
leiits and proiits to the improvement of the 
Highlands. An act for opening the jnirts 
of \ai mouth and Lancaster, fur the im- 
portation of wool and woollen y.irn from 
Ireland. An act for the execution of mur- 
derers one day aftiT their sentence, and 
delivering their bodies for dissection. Mur- 
ders had been shockingly frequent of late, 
ancl according ta Smollett, this expedhnt 
was productive of salutary effects. 
Parliament prorogued. 

*H. The king set out for Hanover, 

-^/T. 16, The. collection lor the sons of 
the clergy 1090/. 

^ June ,5.^ The estate of Hu* late Mr.Pugh, 
North Wales, wot purchased by the ex- 
ecutors of the late sir W’atkin Williams 
'Vynn, a master of chancer)*, for 33.40(t/. 

10. The first stone of the London hos- 
pital, Whitechapel, laid in presence of the 
dukfi of Hedforfl, and other gtiveroora. 

29. The new fl*ih-inarket, Broadway, 
'Vestmins.er. opened. 


moud ])Hrk, 

Jutf. 4. A lottery was set on foot at 
Dublin, which produced 13,700/. for re- 
liuilding Kssex-hridge, and other public 
Hi.d ch.iritahle i.ses. 'Hiere were 100,000 
ticket--, at a guinea each. 

7. Admiral Vernon, alderman Janssen, 
and the rest of the committee of unti-gal- 
licans, met at the Crown-tuvern, behind 
the Hoyal exchange. to give their premiums 
to the makers of the best piece i l P.uglnih 
bone-hicc; when the best piize of t»n gui- 
nea.H was adjudged to Mr. Miirriolt, of 
NeW]H)rt-\'agnel, Bucks. 

.Vp/. 3. The Gregorian or nkw stylk, 
according to tlie late act ol parliament, 
: ante p. 139 'f took place in all his maie.sty's 
duininiuos in Kurope, Africa, and Aioe- 
rica: this day, from hence, called the 14lh 
day of .'September. 

29. Improvf.mksts in Scoti.ano. — The 
town-council of Kdinburgh deliberated on 
.T plan for introducing improvements in that 
ciiy on a very extensive senile, ami which 
they thought they were warranted in enter- 
ing ujxm, from the rapid iiicieaso of late 
years of their commerce, manufactures, aiid 
shipping. The produce ol their linen m i- 
imlacturo for the five wars ending A«e. 1, 
1751. WHS l.fiOrjibO/.’ lu the seven years 
ending in 1752, there were distilled in 
Kdinburgh 723.150 Kiighsh gallons of 
brandy ; and the tonnage ol ships long- 
ing to l^iih had increased from 2,-85 tuns 
ill 1744, to 5.703 ti ns in 1752. 

Aoe. 6. Four hundred and seventy-nme 
thouHaud five blind. ed >Ar.)s of hnen were 
entered at the i'ustomdumse, 

Dec. 20. Richmond park o|K*iunl by tiio 

kinir's order. - ^ i i 

The whole revenue of excise m hiiglaiid 



442 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


and Wales, last year, amounted to 3,057,825/. 
I'he excise on beer and ale only, yielded 
1,120,567/. ; duty on malt and molasses 
spirits 572,154/. 

B 1 LI.S OK MoRTAniTT.*— -Christened in 
London 15,308; buried 20,485 ; decreased 
in the buriais this year 543. Died under 
.two years of age 8,239; lived to one hun- 
dre<l and upwards, 7. 

In Dublin city and suburbs were christ- 
ened 1733; buried 1844; decreased in the 
burials 186. 

1753. Jajf. 11. Died sir Hans Sloane, 
first physician to the king, and many years 
president of the royal society. By his will 
hil library of 50,000 volumes, antiquities 
and rarities culled from the animal, vege- 
table, and mineral kingdoms, in the col- 
lection of which he had expended an 
immense sum, were to be offered to parlia- 
ment for 20,000/. The proposal was prompt- 
ly acceded to, and together with iheHurleian 
MSS. and CottoiiiHii library, became the 
foundation of the British Museum in Mon- 
tagu-house. The muiiey for this purchase 
was raised by a loitery. 

Parliament opened by the king. 

Feb. 7. Was published a copy of the 
treaty concluded at Cape Coast Castle lie- 
tweeu Vlngland and the Fantee nation. 

8. Virtue Hall, a servant to one Mrs. 
Wells, who kept a house of ill-fame near 
Enfield-wash,, was taken into custody, by 
virtue of a warrant from justice Fielding: 
after a very strict examination, she acknow- 
ledged that Elizabeth Canning, a young 
woman who had been robbeil by two fellows 
in Moorfields, alniitt ten in lite evening, ia^t 
new year’s day, was afterwards brought to 
Mrs. Wells's house and confined there near 
a month, and that several menaces were 
made use of to induce her to become a com- 
mon prostitute ; hut she would not 

comply. After so long con fine me iit, Can- 
ning took an opportunity ot pulling down 
some boards, which were nailed before a 
window, and made her escape, an<i came in 
a very miserable condition, and almost de. 
prived of her senses, to her mother, a p<^or 
widow, who lived in Aldermanhury'. Squires, 
an old gipsy-woman in Mrs. W'elU^s house* 
•tripped her of her stays. and doting her con- 
finement she had no other suateiiance than 
about a quartern loaf an ' a gaiion of water. 
This occurrence caused .4 gfeat s» nsatiou, 
and is cited by BmoUett us an instance 
of the proneness of the English p' iple^ tii 
the absence of important events, to adopt 
some trifie as a subject of interest ami con- 
tention. The metropolis and u great part j 
of the kingdom were divided into runruruus 
parties as to the credibility of the relation 
of C anning and her accomplice Hall. Hut 
the rexoli proved it to be, in great |)art, an j 
inveotkwi ciirro artful and worthlesi women. ! 


Hall retracted her evidence, and Canning 
was convicted of perjury and transported. 

Apr, 16. Dr. Cameron, who was seized 
in Scotland two or thiee days after his re- 
turn from France, to settle some indispen- 
sable private business, was this evening 
brought to the Tower in a coach, under a 
strong guard of dragoons. 

JMay 1. The Messiah was {lerfornied at 
the chape) of the Foundling-hospital, under 
the direction of Mr. Handel, the composer, 
for the benefit of that charity ; there were 
above 860 coaches and chairs, and the tick- 
ets produced 925 guineas. 

1 7. Dr. Cameron arraigned at the KingV 
bench court, under the act of attaimier 
passed against him and others conci rned 
in the late leliellion. The prisoner admit- 
ting his identity, lie was sentenced to sufK r 
death us a traitor. 

Jew B 11 . 1 .. — A great ferment was excited 
this month, by the inlroductioii of a bill 
for the natnralizatiiin of Jews born abiis'ul. 
and admitting them to the privileges of 
Jews born in thi.s country. Minister.^ wen* 
in favour of the measure, as oifering an 
inducement to opulent Israelites to riMiiove 
their etlects to (iieat Brititin. It was stre- 
nuously (tppused by the corpoiutum of 
London, the mercantile classes generaliv, 
and some heaterl entlmsiasts. It was con- 
tended, that the incorporation of ' vagrant 
Jew.s ’ into the coniniuaity would intriMluce 
a rivalship of interest and indu>try— would 
endanger the constitution in church and 
state — and le an impious attempt to invali- 
date the scriptural prophecies, which declare 
that the Jews shall i e wanderers, without 
settled habitation, until their conversion to 
( hristianity. Such reasoning did not pre- 
vent the Jew bill passing into a law, 
though it was in the next session repealed, 
ill obedience to uii unconquerahle popular 
; prejudice. 

June 7. Dr. Cameron executed. A strong 
; sympathy wan excited in behalf of this un- 
! furtiinatu gentleinan, whose death was a 
; needless act of niinisti nai severity, unjus- 
; tified by any cuoKideratiuDS of public {lolicy 
; or danger. 

I Mauuiauk Act. — Varlifinetit pruroguiMl 
I afrer the royal nsseiit had been given to a 
I bill for the prevention of clandestine nun- 
I riages. Prior to this act inuriiages might 
be solemnized in England with the same 
! facility as at Gretna-green. No notice or 
I publication of lians was recpiUtte : any cler- 
I gymaii, iu ati^ place, might unite a couple 
ill wedlock without license, consent ol pa- 
rents, or other preliminary condition, In 
cofisemience, the cereimmy was often per- 
formed m cellars, garrets, or alehouses, l»y 
the refuse of the aergy, without any tdnef 
consideration than that of pocketing 
crown or two shillings fee. Clerical debtors 
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imprisoned in the Fleet were notorious for 
jiursuing this disreputable traffic, and used 
to hover about the prison fur custom like 
porters fur employment. A rornarkatile case 
of conjugal abuse, originating in the ex-, 
isting state of the law, coining before the ' 
house of lords, the marriage act was intro- 
duced by lord-chancellor Hardwicke. 

KKQisrii^TioN Act. — In this session Mr. 
Potter, son of the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, brought in a bill fur taking a cen- 
sus of the (leople, distinguishing the mar- 
riages, births, and deaths, and aUo the 
total number of persons receiving alms, in 
every parish. This bill was violently o]>- 
poseil by Mr. Thorn bjn, as subversive of 
the lust remains of Kuglish liberty, and 
merely intended to facilitate the ini|uiries 
uf the f.ioiiticai artlhtMUiciaHf an<l the exac- 
tions of the tax-gatherer. It pas!»ed the 
commons, Itut was thrown out of (he lords 
on the second reading, as being of ^dan- 
goruns tendency.* 

June, Tuuniukk Riots. — A great number 
of persons assembled iii the west riding of 
Yorkshiie, and cut down and <le8trfyed 
several turnpikes, and bui'ut the toll-houses. 
The mob grew to such a heiglit that the 
magistracy was obliged to call in the aid | 
of the military. On the 30th instant, in 
tile evening, a body of 500 men assembled 
in Briggate, Leeds, to rcHCiie three prison- 
ers, apprehended tor dehtro) tng tonipikes. 
The not act was read, but the multitude 
not dts| ersing and begiiiiiiiig to tear up the | 
pavement to deiitolish the uindows of the 
K.ing‘s Anns inn, and to throw at the sol- 
iliers, the justices gave orders to tire, which 
was first done with powder only. This pro- 
ducing no effifct, the soldiers fired with ball. 
.\coordiug to the return made by the con- 
staives on Sunday morning, eight were 
kii.ed and about fifty wounded. 

TIutu were also riots this year at Man- 
chester, Bristol, and other places, occasioned 
hy the high jwice of provisions, especially 
bread, the rate of which was enhanced by 
tile absurd policy that had long prevailed ol 
granting a lioiinty on the ex|Hirtation uf corn. i 
The thirty*six British vessels sent | 
this season to Ort^i^uland caught 14 ' 
whales. 

8, His majesty, with the whole 
court, came from Keiisingtoii palaco to Bt. 
James’s, for the winter season. 


Dec. 4. The trustees of the British 
Museum meet for the first time at the 
Cockpit. 

The following is a list of the differences 
pending between the courts of Kuro^ie. 1. 
Hanover’s dispute with Prussia about Kast 
Friesland. 2. Affair of the Silesian loan, 
.3. Limits between England and France in 
North America, and the affair of the neu- 
tral islands. 4. A free navigation in the 
West Indies, without search or visit, to be 
obtained from Spain. 5. Boundaries uf 
Finland to be settled between Russia and 
Sweden. 6. Duchy of CouiUnd to be 
provided with a new sovereign. 7. Quarrel 
between Spain and Denmark about treaties 
with the African states. 8. Affairs of the 
East Indies to be settled betwem the Eng- 
lish and the French. 9. Restitution or 
satisfaction to be made to France for ships 
taken by the English during the war with 
S]taiu. 

Bii.1.8 of Mortai.ity, — In London, chris- 
tened, 15,444 ; buried, 19,276; decreased 
in the burials this year, 1209. Died uii- 
iler two years of age, 7b92. Lived to 100 
and upwards, four. 

The christenings in the town of New- 
castle la«^t year amounted to 599, the buri- 
als to 642, which is 41 christeuings less, 
and 21 1 burials more than iuthe preceding 
VtMr, 

In Birmingham the christenings amount- 
I cd to 7{S5 : the buriaU to 829. 

I M. Deslandes, at Stockholm, a learned 
Frenchman, l>eing excited by the dispute 
bt’tween some English writers, concerning 
the number of jieopie in the Wiuld in anci- 
ent and modern times, applied himself to 
coRsitler the subject ; aiul from the calcu- 
lations of Hales, Vossius, Riccioli, Maitland, 
Boulanvdliers, and otliers, he concludes, 
that ill all age.s the number of {leople is 
much the same in the whnle, though it 
may he sometimes more, sotnetimes less, 
in particular nations ; and that m Kuroiie 
there are actually 109 millions of inhabit- 
ants; in Asia 40U millions ; m .Africa 100 
millions; auil in America about 12(1 mil- 
lions; which for the wludo glolie makes 
729 nulhons. As for the inhabitants of 
Europe, Deslandes divided them as follows : 

Millions. 

Ill Spain and Portugal . . .6 

France 


l i* Parliamenl opened, when the king, 
among other matton said, that ‘ it is with 
the utmost regret 1 observe that lha horrid 
crimes of robbery and murder are, of late, 
father increased than diminished.* Thia 
t» remarkable evidence «f the state of the 


country. Considering it was in a period til 
OR* internal pros|K*rity. 

(iu’ldh lottery began drawing at 


Germany and Hungary . . • 20 

The seven provinces of the Netherlauds 5 
Sweden, IKumuirk, Norway and iMus- 
covy ♦ . . • 

Italy, and the adjaciiit islainls i I 

England , • . . 

European Turkey . . • 

Poland ami Prussia • • ' 

Total 109 
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1 754. Jan, 22. About 2000 seamen im- 
j>ressud on tho Thames, to man a s(|iiadron 
intended for the KasC Indies. 

Feb, 1 1. For about a fortnight past was 
a harder frost than had been known for 
some years. The river Thames, westward, 
was so full of ice as to binder the naviga- 
tion of barges from those parts. 

28. A council was held at St. James’s, 
when the king directed the judges, who 
were going their circuits for the approach- 
ing assizes, to attend him in council ; and 
tiie lord-chancellor signified to them his 
majesty’s great concern at the jiresent in- 
crease of robberies and murders, particularly 
murders by poisoning, perjuries, and forge- 
ries : ezhorted them to 1^ vigilant and to 
admonish the country magistracy to do 
their duty. 

J/ar. 6. Death of the Premikii. — Mr. 
Pelham the premier died unex|>ectedly in 
the meridian of liis life and reputation. 
Rectitude of understaiuling and disposition 
were his leading characteristics. He is re- 
presented to have disliked the miserable 
policy of subsidising the petty states of 
Germany, but it demanded more enterpris- 
ing energy than he pi^ssessed to extricate 
the kingdom, in the face of a hostile court, 
from its continental alliances. After a short 
interval Mr. Legge became the new chan- 
cellor of the exchequer ; and the deceased 
minister’s brother, the duke of Newcastle, 
first lord of the treasury and head of the 
government. 

Apr. 0. Parliament prorogued, and on 
the 8th instant dissolved. 

20. .Sir Dudley Ryder, attorney-general, 
maile lonl-chief-justice of theKing’s-bench, 
William Murray, esq., afterwards chief-jus- 
tice Mansfield, succeeded Ryder as uttor- 
ney-general, 

29. Elizabeth Canning tried at the Old 
Bailey for perjury, and found guilty. There I 
Were great mobs and riots about this affair 
(antep. 442) which had agitated the nation 
upwards of a twelvemonth. 

if/rty 31. The newly-elected parliament 
met, but was shortly alter prorogued to the 
usual period of commencing busineNs in 
November. As there was row no oppost- | 
tion the elections had generally succeeded 
t(» the wish of the ministry, .ind Mr. Onslow 
was ag.iin chosen s(iea t.r. 

July 3. The French cummniidrr, Vtlliers, 
on the Ohio, obliged major VViishingtori, 
(the future American president) ia capim- 
late in fort Necessity. 

Abe. 14. Parliament ojieneil by the 
king. The address was unanimously carried, 
tint there soon a^ipeared symptoms of a re- 
viving opposition. Both Mr. Put and Mr, 
Fox ctinsidered themselves ill used l>y the 
new Rjinuiter ; the first in not obteiniiig a 
seu’etaryihip of state, and the last in losing 


the leadership of the house of fommona 
They forgot their old rivalry in their cot: 
mon resentment, and early in the session 
were formally united in political friendship. 

Dec, Accounts from France were full of 
the disputes between the king and his par- 
liaments, the po)>e and the jansenists, the 
persecution ot prote:»tants, and of skir- 
mishes between smugglers and the troops 
sent in i>ur8uit of them. 

11. The dey of Algiers assassinated in 
his palace. 

26. Peace signed at Pondicherry, between 
the French and English. Both nations to 
withdraw from interference in the affairs of 
the native princes. For the last five years 
these rival Euro|)ean {rowers had been coti. 
tending fur mastery in the east, and coni- 
missioners were sent over to terminate the 
war. 

Bn. 1.3 OF Mortality. — Christened in 
Londuti, 14,947 ; buried 22,G9t) : increased 
ill the burials this year, 3420. Died under 
two years of age, 8115. Lived to 100 and 
iqiwards 4. 

Christenings at Paris, 19.720 ; burials, 
21,716 ; weddings, 4146 ; foundlings, 432'J. 

The buriuU in Gbthgow last year ainotiiit- 
eil to 867. 

At Liver{>uol, ebristeninga 730, burials 
744, marriages 289. 

The inhabitants of the kingdom of Prus. 
sia were estimated at 600,0(^0, and the 
births last year were 28,817, and ihe deatii'i 
19,o:>4. 

17.j.>. Jan. S, Charles, duke of Murlbr- 
rough, made lord {>nvy seal. 

Feb. ■}. Tire Russian ambassador gave 
a spiemiid ball at Smnerset- house. 

12. Mr. Heckfunrs fine seat at Funtbili 
lUMrly destroyed by fire. Damage esti 
mated at 30,000/. 

Mar, 4. Stephen McDonald, John Berry, 
James Egan, and James Salmon, fiiurthivf- 
takers, were tried as accessaries before tlie 
fact, in procuring James Salmon to be rob- 
lied by Peter Kelly and John Ellbs in tiie 
county of Kent, (for which they were both 
convicted last assizes at Maidstone) with in- 
tent to gel the reward on their convii tioii. 
These wretches had received 17*204 trorn 
the treasury for |»ersous taken by, and con- 
demned on their evidence at the Old Badey 
only, and they had ensnared, there and 
eUewberf*, at different times, ujiwards of 
seventy men. ^ ^ 

11. A bounty of 40#. and 3/. olfen*d to 
able-lMKlictl seamen to enter the royal navy. 

AprU 15. The crowd was so great at m 
Bank to subscribe for lottery tickets, thal 
the cot’.nteis were broktm by the eagernew 
of the iwople in pushing forwards. 

24. Quito, in Vem. destioyed by »» 
earthquake* 

25. Parliament proicwue^l* 
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llv employee!, the subsidy to be aii*'- 
5(1 to 500,000/. per annum, but the 


The press for seamen was carried on with , press was to receive for ten years an an- 
great vigour m all parts of the kingdom, nual subsidy of 60, 000/., during which term 
and in I reland ; but great numbers entered she was to keep ready for the service of 
voluntarily. Almost all the considerable Britain 73,450 men. If tliey should be 
towns gave large rewards, in addition to .actually employed, the subsidy to be aii**'- 
Jiis majesty s bounty, to such able-bodied } menteii to 500,000/. per annum, but the 
seamen ami laudsmeu as would enter the troops to be paid by Russia, 
service, ^kew warlike preparatnns were The corn in the eastern parts of Devon- 
owing to the dispute subsisting with France shire was Hurprisingly destroved by ndiat 
res[H;cting boundaries in America. they called oakweb worms, so that the whole 

June A sheep was killed, bred and jerop was entirely lost, 
fed by Mr. Thomas Hutchinson, of Smea- | The collection at the triennial mu Hie 
ttui. Ill the north ndmg of Yorkshire, the meeting at Worcester, on the 10th instant, 
hind (juurters wliereof, though not fat, am oun ted to 192/. 

weighed 101 pounds. Oct. 7. luisii Pari.mmknt.— This a.s- 

Ju/y 4. \\ as nniHhed and erected in semhly was opened by a judicious and con- 

I rmity-chapel, Cambridge, that long studi- i filiatory speech from the lord-lieutenant, 

ed piecre ot sculpture of sir Isaac Newton, ! the marcpiis of Harrington. Ever since 
allowed by the Wst artists to be a complete j 1749 the Irish parliament had been con- 
masterpiece ot the celebnited Mr. Roubilliac. tending with the Kiigli^h ministry for the 
9. General Hraddock having incauti- , right of appropriating the surplus in the 
ously advanced through a difficulr country, : exchequer io national purposes without the 
was surprised by the French and Indians consent of the crown. The ])oint at issue 
near rort Du Quesne, himselt killed and was pertinaciously revived evi-ry session. 
Ins tr«M»ps routed. The retreat was a)>ly ! In the Oldening speech the viceroy carefully 
covered hy major M ashiiigtoii at the head , expressed his majesty's rowsenf to the ap- 
ot the { luvincials. I plication of the surplus ; and the commons 

Aoff. 1"*.. 1 weniy. four ships and twelve ’ in their address as carefully pa^std over 
oilliers. were taken info the service of the . th(» obnoxious word, acknowlcMlging only 
governinent, and fitted out as vessels of .. his majesty's gracious rcro^imc/iri/a. ion. 
war, to carry l went V guns, six-pounders, j During th (5 last years of Mr. Pelham's cau- 
and llO men, each ship. Ti.ey were taken • tiousadministrationthecontest waHsust>end- 
up at 6f. 6f/, per ttin a month. ■ fd ; but the dukeof Newcasile.who was infe- 

Ihe Dutch vessels brought home this • rior to his predecessor in political capacity, 
season 200 whales. thought tit to r(*vive the quarrel by giving 

( hie C oiircv, u workingman in Plymouth positive instructions to the dnke of Dorset, 
deck-yard, who had a wife and tour sons, .. . peiiing the session, to repeat the ex- 
was informed by a letter from lord Kinsale } prt'ssiun of Ids inajestv's ro»$rni in men- 
iliat he WHS heir to that title and estate i tiuning the surplus. This the commons 
.lifer bis demise. | pu'omptly reseuteil : the apprupriafiun bill 

1 here was living at Ludlow in Shropshire. wa.s transmitted to England di\>st« el uf its 
one John Davies, aged 197, who walked complinienfarv preamMe, which tin* Kng- 
otite a week fourteen milet. and could linh ministers supplied. On the return of 
( link a gallon of strong beer without being the bill the wlwde nation was in a flame. 
(1 •'Ordered. Near the same town lived also and in spite of the utmost eiiint.s of the 
Uicy VV adley, aged 1 05, who two years | (’.istle. the bill, thus anu mUd. was thrown 
ore had a new set of teeth. ’ <nit bv a maioritv of H\e voicfs. The vic- 


m ey nadley, aged 10;), who two years | (’.istle. the bill, thus anuuuUd. was thrown 
u ^ *'*^'*^ teeth. ’ <i\it by a majority of ti\e voices. The vic- 

At the amethyxt mines, in the county' of ; tory of the Opjiosil'on was celebratc-il bv 
«*rry. in Ireland, were found large quaii- | universal rejoicings, and tive-guinea medals 
1 u’sot the finest amethy sts, not inferior m j were struck in honor of the glorious liefeiul- 


ery 

r.., ■ "■ r.- wwifk* I iiwKw,iiti tiitemiDH, iruui which h \»idy 

♦h. . Cbirolina ship|ied, during j eHcaped by an humiliating concession to 

ending in April, 200,000/6. j apply tho sundus in virtue of u royal letter. 
"^•»ghto i„aigo. j i, KAViTligiAKK Lisbox.- 

‘ ^ king landed at Margate j About nine in the morning this great city 

mi arrived at Kenstiigfoti at ; was visited by th** most tren ei tlons earih- 

insfa*^t ”*^kt, lie left Hanover on the 6th ‘ quake of modern times. The shock did 
'ir** more than seven miiuitcs, hut it 

ofl'.r I f iw of New England \ was so violent that the king’s pnlure. nearly 

r taking and. scalping of 1 all the public liuildiugs, and 6tK)0 dveliing- 

revolted to the French, j bouses were overt uriu'd. The loss ol lives 
y Ike late treaty with Russia, the Em- I was computed at iiioie than 30,000; nor 
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(lid the destructica end there ; a confla^ra* 
tion, kindled by the tapers in the churches^ 
and the fires in private dwellings^ coming 
in contact with curtains, timber, and other 
combustible materials, spread over the city, 
and destroyed a still greater number of 
houses than the earthquake. It happened 
on the festival of All Saints, and most of 
the English having retired, as usual on 
that day, to their country-houses to avoid 
the insults of the populace, only ten of them 
lost their lives in this great calamity. 

11. Parliament opened by the king. 

*22. Packet-boats were established at 
Falmouth, by the postmaster-general, for 
carrying on a regular monthly correspond- 
ence to the West Indies and North .America. 

The sum of 100,000/. was unanimously 
voterl by the house of commons for the use 
of the distressed inhabitants of Lisbon ; 
and supplie'f to this amount iu corn, rice, 
beef, and other necessaries were shipped 
without delay for Portugal. 

Dec, 4. Kdilystone-iighthouse burnt. 

Accounts received of earthquakes and 
inundations iu various parts of Europe and 
America. 

Bii.i-s OF Mohtai.ity, — Christened, 
15,209; buried, 21,917 : decreased in the 
burials this year, 779. Died under twi» 
years of age, 7803; lived to 100 or up- 
wards, two. 


Amkutcan Colonies. — Number cf Hrxtuh 
sutfjecis (me/I, uftmen^and chi/dren') in the 
Co/ofiiei oj' North America t — 


Nova Scotia 

New Hampshire • 

Massachusetts’ Bay . 

Rhode Island aud Providence 

Connecticut 

New York 

Jerseys 

Pennsylvania • 

Maryland • 

Virginia 

North Carolina • 

South Carolina 
Georgia 


5.000 
30,000 

220,000 

35.000 
100,000 
100,000 

60.000 
250,000 

86,000 

85.000 

45.000 

30.000 

6.000 


Total nuinb( r 1 ,05 1 ,000 


exclusive of mrlitarv furceiif in the pay of 
the government, anil • .v negroes 

French subjects in i.anads, e\7Ut«dve of 
negroes and regular iroops, were estimated 
at 45,000, in Louisiana, 7000 ; to.al 52 000. 
So that the British outnumbered the 
French, in the proportion of 20 to l,at the 
breaking out of the colonial war between 
the two kingdoms. 

1 766. Jan» 1 3. George Dinlington, esq. 
apt>oiotad treasurer of the navy, in the 
itMim of George Grimville, esq. 

Fttkn 6. A public fast'day, which was 


very devoutly observed ; all the churches 
atm meeting-houses being thronged, and 
an entire cessation of business. 

14. Angria, the Mahratta pirate, who 
had rebelled against his country and esta- 
blished himself at Severndroog and Ban- 
coote, on the Malabar coast, was taken pri- 
soner by the combined forces of English 
and Mahrattas, under admiral Watson and 
colonel Clive. 

17. The French king orders every Bri- 
tish subject to leave Dunkirk by the 1st uf 
the ensuing month. English vessels in the 
French ports were seized, and their crews 
sent to prison. 

Afar. 3. Orders sent to lay an embargo 
on all shipping in the English ports. A«. 
night a very hot press for seamen in the 
Thames. 

23. The king sends a message to par- 
liament, informing them that the French 
designed to invade England or Ireland, 
and that in constMjuence he had directed 

body uf Hessians to be forthwith brought 
over. 

Apr, 18. The Flench landed at Mintirca. 

22. Tlie king removes to Kensington 
for the summer Measoii. 

The total number of militia on England 
and Wales, 62.689. 

Afay 15. The Hessian troops, consisting 
of 5500 foot aud 800 horse, arrived at 
Southampton. 

18. War declared against France, lii 
the royal declaration the grounds of bttsti- 
liiics are alleged to l>« the encroachments 
of the French on the Ohio and in No\a 
Scotia; the non-evacuation of the tour 
neutral islands in the West Indies, agree- 
ably with the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, 
and the invasion uf Minorca. 

20. Indecisive engugtment between ail- 
miralsByngand Gaiissonidre ; after wliicli. 
considering his sipiadron inadequate am! 
ill-provided, Byng withdrew to Gibraltar. 
The English admiral in this rencontre 
seems to have been influenced by an over- 
anxiety to avoid an error of adiiural 
Matthews in a former engagement w>th 
the French and Toulon fleet, Iramediately 
on the receipt of his dispatches he was 
superseded by admiral Hawke ; but that 
officer arrived too late for the relief of fort 
St. Philip, aud Minorca fell into the cnc- 
n.y’f hamls, to the great joy of the I rench 
and the chagrin of the English nation. 

Justices Fielding and Welch set ou 
foot a subscription, which was greatly 
encouraged, particularly by the gentlemen 
at White's, by which upwards of 260 va- 
grants and friendless Ms were clothed, and 
sent on board the fleet* This was the be- 

opt- 
under 


ginning of the Marine Society. 

Jung 2. The foundling-bospluj was 
ed for the rcceptkm of all children 
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two months old, when 117 children were 
taken in. 

18. Calcutta attacked by Siiraja Dowla, 
the Bubah of who was displeased 

at the erection of fortiBcatiuns by the Kni^- 
lish. The governor deserted his duty, 
and left a small garrison, under Mr. Ilol- 
well, to the mercy of the siibah. Cal- 
cutta was taken, and 140 persons of both 
sexes were crammed into the English dun- 
geon called the Black-hole, where 1‘23 
perished from suffocation. 

/f//y 7. Parliament prorogued. 

27. The Delaware Indians, who lately 
committed such ravages on the frontiers of 
Pennsylvania, laid down the hatchet, and 
entered into a new trealy with that pro 
viiice, chieily through the iianageineiit of 
the cjuakers. 

Any* 4. The Hanoverians .'ncatnp at 
Cox-heath, near Maidstone. 


jesty also claimed the assistance of the 
crowns of France and Sweden, as guaran- 
tees of the peace of Westphalia. The 
grand seignior permitted her to purchase 
4000 horses for remounting the cavalry. 

Our privateers were iiacummoiily suc- 
cessful ; the spirit of privateering extend- 
ing from England to America and the 
AVest India Islands. The Mew Yorkists, 
who had fitted out twenty privateers, had 
great success, their captures amounting to 
upwards of 60,000/. 

Dec, 1. Frederick of Prussia defeats the 
Austrian general, Brown, at Lowositz. 

2. The king opens the session, stating 
that the main object of his solicitude was 
the succour and preservation of America.” 

4. Mr. Pitt appointed secretary of state, 
in the room of Mr. Fox, wlio bad resigned. 

11. The tinners in Corn wall, und the 
colliers of Cumberland and the forest of 


9. Atlmiial Byng imprisoned in Green- 
wich-hospital. 

25. A great riot at Sheffield, occasioned 
oy the dearness of corn, and some lives 
were lost. 

Saxony invaded by the king of l^niKsia. 

Oct. 4. John Henley. M.A., the noted | 
orator of (Uaro-inarket, died, aged 64. ! 

The journeymen clothiers in Wiltshire 
ruse against their masters, on account of 
their wages being lowered, au<l committed 
siinie outrages. 

The Powis estate at Hendon, in MidtUe- 
sex, was sold for 7.1,050/.; viz., the manor 
13.100/., the demesne lands fur 40,570/., 
and the great tithes for 19,0 SO/. 

20, The pnuce of Wales and tlu prin- 
cesH-dowager and her family came to lad- 
ctster-hou.>e. from Kew, for the winter. 

Awe. 6. Robert Henley, esep, made at- 
t<»;n,‘y-gtmeral, and Charles York, es<p, so - 
licitur-general. Mr. Murray was ranted to 
ihi* chief-justiceship of the court of King's- 
bench, vacant by tho death of sir Dudley 
Ryder. 


Dean, commit outrages iii consequence of 
the scarcity. 

Theodore, baron NewhofF, late king o 
Corsica, died, aged 60, in great indigence, 
at his lodgings in Chapel-street, Soho. 
He had lately taken the beuefit of the in- 
solvent act, registering bis ci-devant king- 
dom of Corsica for the benefit of his cre- 
ditors. 

21. A proclamation against the forestall- 
ing, regrating, and engrossing of corn. 

27. The trial of admiral Byng began at 
Portsmouth. 

Bills of Mortality. — Christened in 
London, 14,839 ; buried, 20.S72; decreased 
in the burials this year, 1045. Died under 
two years of age, 7-U>G. 

The number of christenings in Paris 
during the btst \ ear was 19,-412; burials, 
20,021 ; marriages. 4501 ; foundlings, 4273. 

1757. Jatu'l. Toe English retook Cal- 
cutta. Next month a peace was concluded 
with the siibah, who |>enmtted them to 
fortify the place. 

5. Damiens, a fanatic, whose imagina- 


The rotunda of the ancient Pantheon at tiun appears to have been excitcnl by the 
Ronif ftdl in, to the entire destruction of] quarrels between the clergy and the ma- 
thiit celebrated building. gistracy, the king aud the parUaments, at- 

11. The duke of Newcastle resigned, tempted to kill Louis XV. as was step- 
wbich left the way open for Mr. Pitt and ping into his coach. He wounded the 
bin friends. king slightly lu the >«ide by stabbing him 

The great price of coni having almost wiih a knife. The assavsin provetl to be in- 
starved the conmiuu people iu Shnipshire, sane aud without accomplices, yet, to the 
arwicksbire, and parts adjacent, who reproach of the government, he was put to 
bad lived several days on salt and grains, death with the roost dialHilical tortures, 
ta conjunction with the coUierv, rose, and 28. The court-martial at Portsmouth 
committed great disorders at Much Wen- came to the following resolution: — “The 
' ^^*^***^i> Wellington, and seferal court-martial were »»f opinion that admiral 
^dher places. Ryng did not do hi» utmost t.i engage the 

The eropress-quecu claimed in all enemy, and therefore were ot opinion that 
bo lornis the succour of the Germanic bmly. he had fallen under jwrt of the i2th article 
’y virtue of the guaranty of the I^agmatic of war, and adjudged and sentenced him to 
bnctioii and treaty of Dresden. Her nia- be shut to death ; tui as it did not appear 
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to the court that it was through cowardice 
or disaffection, they xinanirauusly recom- 
mended him to mercy.” 

Feb. I L A public fast-day. 

Mar. 14. 'fhe English, under Clive, took 
TMssessioii of Chandernagore, a French set- 
tlement. 

Execution of Adsuk vt. Byng. — ^This un- 
*ort unate and severely used officer was shot 
on board the Monargue. He met his hard 
fate with great courage and fortitude. He 
was dressed in a light grey coat, white waist- 
coat, white stockings, a large white wig, 
and had in eacli hand a white handkerchief. 
He threw his hat on the deck, kneeled on 
a cushion, tied one handkerchief over his 
eyes, and dropped the other us a signal to 
his executioners, who tired a volley so de- 
cisive, that instantly live balls passed 
through his body, and he dropped dead in 
an instant. The time in which this tragedy 
was acted, from his w'alking out of the 
cabin to his being deposited in his coffin, 
did not exceed three miaiites. lie left a 
paper with the inatshal, expressing the sa- 
tisfaction he felt at the cun>ciuusiiess of 
having di^charged his duty to the In st of 
his aVulity ; and with reasoa styled him- 
self “ a victim destined to divert the indig- 
nation and resentment of an injured and 
deluded people.” 

Jpr, 5. The Aulic council put the king 
of Prussia under the ban ot the empire for 
violating its laws. 

6. Mr. Pitt dismissed from his secretary- 
ship, and pra tempore chief-justire Mans- 
field was appointed chancellor of the ex- 
chequer, in the room ol Mr. Legge. The 
next six weeks were spent in efforts to 
form a new ministry. Pitt had become 
generally popular, and he and Mr. Legge 
received the freeiiom of London and Badi 
in gold boxes. 

May 6. Tl:e king of Prussia defeated 
count Brown near Prague. 

The French again tried to al.um the 
country this summer with the danger of an 
invasion, by assembling troops ami flat- 
bottomed boats on the coast of Normandy. 

June 18. The king of Prussia defeated 
by count Daun at Kohu. 

23. of Plassi'y, in which colonel 

Clive, with about 3000 men,d- Teated Suraja 
llowla, subah of Benga at the head of near- 
ly 70,000. This victory laid the iumidation 
i>f the British dominion in India, and from 
this time it was determined to de{)Ose the 
suhah, and put Meer Ja£fier, an officer ot 
high rank, in his place. 

New MiKisTHYt^At the beginning of 
the ensuing month, the new ministry was 
completed, Mr. I^tt being the premier and 
h ufhr jff the bouse of commons. 

Mr. JFj^ Se^e/ary gf Sf of c. 


Duke of Newcastle, FwU Lord of the Trea- 
ettry. 

Mr. Legge, Chancellor of the Excheguer, 
Karl Temple, Lord Privy-teal. 

Lord Granville, Lord Pretident of the 
Council, 

Karl of Holderness, Secretary of State, 

Karl of Halifax, First Ijurd of IVade. 

Lord Anson, First Lord of the Admiralty 
Mr. Fox , Paymaster of the Forces. 

Earl of Kdgecumbe, Chancellor of the Djchy 
of Lancaster, 

Mr. Grenville, Treasurer of the Navy. 
V'iscoiint Barrington, Sect'etary at H'ar, 

Sir Robert Henley (afterwards LordNorth- 
ington), Ijord-Keeper. 

Mr. Pratt (afterwards Lord Camden), At. 
torney- General. 

Duke of Bedford, Viceroy of Ireland, 

The dukes of Rutland, Devonshire, and 
Leeds, carls Gower, Koch fort, and Thu- 
mondjoht u i tied places i n t he royal household. 
The new udiiimistmttun gave general satis- 
faction, and was anticipated to be the har- 
binger of all manner of national triumphs. 
July 4. Parliament prorogued by the king. 

25. The duke of Cumberland defeated., 
with the loss of 2000 men, by d^Ktrees at 
Hasten beck. 

The large cpiaiitities of grain importtd 
from ahroail reduce the price at Mark-luiiu 
Is. per quarter. 

Aug. ID. The French enter Hanover. 
Some thousands of jiersons in the wtMil- 
leii manufacture were unemployed, especi- 
ally ill the branch relating to caiimancos 
aud camblets, the demand for those being 
greatly decreased* 

26. The king preMcnts to the British 
Museum the tine collection of honks and 
manuscripts known by the name of tite 
KmgVIfbiary, founded by Henry prince 
of Wales, son of James 1. 

It is computed that the French hud 
taken G37 merchantmen and 01 privatieis 
since the commencement of the war. The 
captures made by tlie English were inti- 
mated at two inilaons and upwards. 

Sept. 8. The duke of (,’umberland signefi 
the convention of Ci.o.stek Skvkn. ly 
which the electorate of llainiver was leli in 
the hands of the French, and the whole 
confederate army, amouiituig to about 
40,000 Hessians, lianuvenaiis, and Bm“«“ 
wickers, were disarmed and disbanded. 
Tlie king of Prussia had previously witli- 
drawti his troops, apprehensive of siich 
catastrophe. By unskilful generalsliif>, tin? 
duke hail allowed marshal d’Ktrees to en- 
close him between ih<^ Elbe, the e»er, 
and Girman Ocean, leaving him m alter- 
native but this inglorious capitulation, 

JO. The disputes bi*tween the trench 
king and hts pesuemetti aeconiinodsted. 
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21. The Leeward-island fleet arrived at 
Portsmouth, bein^; about 120 sail. 

Lonukvity. — Died at Kinver, a small 
village near Bridgnorth, Salop, Robert 
Parr, aged 124, He was great-grandson , 
of old Thomas Parr, who lies buried in ; 
Westminster abbey, and died in the reign , 
of king Charles the Second. What is re- 
markable, the father of Robert was above 
109, the grandfather 113, and the great- 
grandfather, the saidThomas, is well known 
to have died at the extreme age of 152. 

‘22. Arrived the Baltic fleet, consisting 
of lOb sail. 

Kxi*kiiition to Rochefort. — At the be- 
ginning of this month an expedition was 
fitted out with great secrecy and dispatch, 
to make a descent on the French coast. It 
consisted of eighteen ships of the line, and 
a large bo<ly of land-forces, under the com- 
mand of sir Kdward Hawke and sir John 
Mordavmt. On the 23rd instant, the fleet | 
anchored in the mouth of the (3iarenle, I 
with a view to the reduction of Rochefort. 
Many days were spent in sounding the 
liver, in n Cuinioitriug the coast, and in 
deliberating (»n the extent of their instruc- 
tions At length it w, is determined to make 
u ilescent on the isle of Aix ; thi.s done, a 
council of war was lield, iu which it was 
resolved without delay to return tvi Knghind. 
(ireat expectations had been formed from 
Dlls expe^iitioii, ami its impotent conclusion 
li led the nation with imligu.ition. 

Ort. 11. The duke of Chunherland ar- 
i.ved in town. His iiighiu‘’>s not receiving 
those marks of gratitude which he thuuoht 
due to his puhhc set vices, resigned all his 
inihtary entpk.ynients in hig!i ilisgust, .uid 
iu Inture took no further share iu anycivi 
or military transaction. 

2.'). Died, the leartu d Heuedictiue, Father 
Augustus Calmet, aged >>(), at his abbey 
Seuoues, in France. He published near f»0 
Volumes in hi* lifetime. 

2‘J. Sir John Ligonier appointed com- 
niamU*r-in-chiet of the forces. 

The grand seignior, bultan Osriian.died 
and was succeeded hy sultan Mii'>tapha, wlu 
made considerable changes in the gtiicers u 
the Porte. 

Nov. The troops which had been dis- 
banded by the convention of (hosier Seven 
Were re-assembled, contrary to the capitu 
hitinu. 

5. Frederick of Prussia defeated the 
Irec.ch at Koshuch. 

lliot at Manchester, uccasionad by the 
dearness of corn, iu wliich several iR*rsun! 
Were killed. 

Dee. I . Parliament opened \>y the king 

b. The king of Prussia defeated coun 
Dauu at Lisso. 

2 1 Fredericl* retook Breslau. 


28. Princess Caroline Elisabeth, third 
aughter of George the First, died, aged 45. 
lie French army, exclusive of the mi- 
tia and invalids, numbered 169,000 men. 
East Inuiks. — The war between the 
Inglish and French was this year renewed 
itli various success in the Carnatic. The 
rench took Viaagapatam, the English Ma- 
ura. Bussy*s influi-nce became very great, 
nd he obtained from the stihah a grant of 
he circars north of Madras. France and 
England had become active and competitive 
irokers in the territories and sovereignties 
f the East. 

Biixs OF Mortality. — Christened in 
London, 14,06.3; buried, 21,313: increased 
in the burials thls^’ear, 441. Died under 
wo years of age, / 09.5 ; lived to one. hun- 
red and upwaids, 8. 

175S. Ja». 2. Was observed as a day of 
iianksgiving at the chapel in Tultenhani- 
i)urt-road, by Mr. Whitefield’s people, for 
he signal victories gained by the king of 
Tussia over his enemies. 

17. Mr. Secretary Pitt delivered a royal 
le.ssage, retpiesting a supply to enable the 
ing to “ act in concert wiih his good bro- 
r ami ally, the king of Prussia,** for the 
ecovery of the electorate. 

27. It being th»‘ hiith-dayof the mag- 
auimo'is'* king of Prussia, it is celebrated 
vith an ilhnniiiation. 

(fieat warlike preparations, botifin Eng- 
and and Irehind. daring tins month, 

I 'eh. T*ie estates and eilects of the 

Jesuits in Portugal seipiestered. 

6, It is orderetl hy the house of lord.s. 
That the king-at-arms, attended hy hie 
.>rnpci* otlicen*, wi-re to def,ice all ensigns of 
liuiiour borne by such jer>ons as had no 
legal title tnereto. upon their carriages, 
[liaie, .'uid furniane, and to make regular 
returns of their proceedings therein to the 
clerk of parliament. 

Mar. 1. 'fhe duke of Richmond throws 
•pen to aitists his collection of busts and 
statuvS at Whitt hall, 

13. M iss Wyudham, a maiden lady tif 
Salisb’iry. scuds a present of 1000/. to the 
king of Piussia. 

11. The French surrender Mindcii to 
the hereditary prince of Brunswick, 

27. Richarti Vaughan, Hite a linen- 
draper at Staflord, was commiltctl ttiNew- 
g.ite for counterfeiting the notes ol the 
l).Yiik tT England. He liati employed seve- 
ral artists to t ngrave t!ie dirferent parts of 
the note, hy one of ivhoni the d»8et»very was 
made. He hail fitted up to the number of 
twenty. »vnu deposited them in the hands 
of a young lady whom he <v<urted, »> »* 
proof of his Indiig a iiersou “t suh^tance. 
This was the first attempt of th«* kind that 
r?er waa iiimli*. 
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By an authentic list it appears that there 
passed throuf^h Islington - turnpike for 
Smithfield-roarket* from Jan. 1, 1754, to 
Jan. 1, 1755, oxen, 28, 602 ,* sheep, 26-7,565 : 
and from Jan. ], 1757, to Jan. 1, 1758, 
oxen, 30,952; sheep, 200,180, So that 
there was a decrease of more than 67,000 
sheep in this last year, and an increase 
only of 2000 oxen. 

^4pr, 1 1. About 10 at night, the temporary 
wooden bridge, built for the convenience of 
passengers while London-bridge was widen- 
ing and repairing, was discovered to l)e on 
fire, and continued burning till the whole 
was consumed. 

12. The common-couucii nominate a 
committee to superintend the building of 
Blackfriars-bridge. 

21. Dr. Seeker confirmed archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

May 3. A young lady, who at Xewniarkef 
had hid a considerable wager that she could 
ride 1000 miles in 1000 hours, finished her 
match in a little more than two-thirds of 
the time. At her coming in, the country 
j>eople strewed flowers in her way. 

Benedict XIV. died, aged 84. 

10. Actual meeting at tlte Foundling- 
hospital held. It ap^teared that since par- 
liament had made an annual grant of 
40,000/., to enable the hospital to take in 
all children under a certain age, about 
6000 had been yearly admitted; nearly 
one-third of whom die<l at nurse. 

20. A waggon burnt on Salisbury-plain 
laden with the rich scenery and wardrobe 
of the Bath theatre. Some miles lief -re 
the waggon reached .Salisbury, the driver 
was cautioned that liis wheels wouid take 
fire; but the fellow persisted in keeping 
on his way, and gave lor reason that he 
liad driven twelve miles with his wheels 
smoking. The loss w-as estimated at 2000/. 

30. At a sto.*e-c liar in Pdli-Mall, Mr. 
Ilucks, cooper, and a chairinaii who went 
down after him, wtre both suffhcatetl, as 
supposed by the steam of lorty butts of un- 
stopped beer. 

Fokcxs of Ghbat Britain. — 

The establishment f^r Great 
Britain, the train of artillery 
inclusive . • . 55,000 

For Ireland . . . 12,000 

For North America, of re- 
gulars . . 22,000 

of provincials 30,000 

52,000 

For the West Indies • . 2,000 

For Gibraltar and the East Indies 5,000 
The allied army in the pay of 

Great Britain • 60,000 

Total of land-fofCcs • 186,000 


Brought forward • 186,000 
Naval department ; vis. 

seamen (12,000 more 

than voted for) . 62,000 

Marines • . 14,000 

Artificers to the docks, 

supposed to be . 20,000 

96,000 

Total. . 282,000 

Ships in commissiAU, 110 of the line. 

200 under the line, of 
all denoiniuatious. 

310 ship of war. 

June 12. A vote of credit for 80,000/. 
granted by the house of commons. 

14. Florence Hansey, M.l)., tried before 
chief-justice Mansfield fur holding a trea- 
soualde curres|>ondeuce witli ihe enemy, 
and found guilty. He was subseipieutly 
pardoned. 

Mr. Lee, a wealthy farmer at Wroxeter, 
being complained to by his neighljours tor 
keeping a vicious bull, innisted upon it that 
he was not vicious, and went to him him- 
self to convince them of it, when the bull 
immediately ran at him, and killed him on 
the spot. 

16. The commons address the king for 
an increase in the salaries of the judge.s. 

19. Parliament prorogued by commission. 

Juiy 5. Lord Howe was slain. 

8. General Abercrombie was repulsed at 
Ticouderoga. 

Aiu>ld iodging-h* use in Plumb-tree-court, 
Bruad-street, St. Giles's, fell down, by whicli 
accident seven per-ons were crushed to 
deatii, and many more desperately inaimetl. 
There being some other houses in the court 
in the like tottering cuiiditiou, the mob 
assembled in a few days uiterwards, aiul 
pulled them down. 

26. Cape Breton taken by the Knghsh, 
under general Amherst. 

In this month rain fell in London to the 
depth of five inches. 

/lug. 1. A loan of 200.000/. advanced 
to the king as elector of Hanover; it wa.s 
siihscrilM'd by eight gentlemen of the city. 

8. Cherlmurg taken and its pier destroy- 
ed by the English. 

10. Magdalen hospital in Goodmans 
Fields, for the reception of ijenitent pros 
titutes, was openerl, when fifty petitioiy'i 
were presented, and several of the peni- 
teiitn admitterl. . 

17. KNAitBSBORouaii Muhdeii- — H icli- 
ard Iiou.>cmttD, a lalMiurer, of Knaresbo- 
rough, was committed to York castle on 
suspicion of murdering Daniel 

same place, shoemaker, about fourt 
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years ago : the discovery was remarkable : 
some workmen, digging about St. Robert’s 
Cave, near Knaresborough, found the re- 
mains of a body, which they supposed to 
be murdered ; and as Daniel Clark had sud- 
denly disappeared, and was generally 
thought to have betui murdered, they ima- 
gin^-d it might be his body ; they therefore 
apprehended Houseman, and carried him 
before a justice, as it was recollected that 
he was one of the last persons seen in 
Clark’s company. On his examination he 
haid, that the body found was not C.lark’s 
body, for that Clark was buried in another 
place, which he mentioned, and accordingly 
the remains of another body were there 
found, on which he was committed as above. 
Kugene Aram, the u^her of a grammar 
school at Lynn, Norfolk, was also commit- 
ted on the accin»ation of being an accom- 
plice, but was not tried till the summer as- 
sizes of the ensuing year. 

20. A thanksgiving for the taking of 
Loiiisbourg read in the churches of the 
metropolis. 

25. The king of Prussia defeated the 
Russians at Zurndorf; 1.5.000 Russians 
were left on the tie.d ol battle. The Prus- 
sians had 3000 kihed and woundt'd. 

Sept, 3. An attempt to assassinate the king 
of Portugal. 

Oct. 4. The Trench, under general Lal- 
ly, took Arcot,the capital of the Carn.itic. 

1 I. The king of Piussia’s camp at 
Hochkirehen was .surprised by count Daun. 
and Marshal Keith slain. The king, the 
margrave, and ail the generals present in 
tlie action, receiver! contusions, or had 
horses shut under ihein. Prince Francis of 
Ihtinswick received his rleath by a c.innon- 
I .’.1, which carrier! oil’ his hear!, just as he 
lias mounting his !ior>e. 

20. The duke of Alarlburough died at 
Mnnvter ; by this event the cumiii.uid of 
the British furce> on the Rliine devolved on 
lorrl (ieurge Sackvilie. 

Nov, 7. T!ie debtors that were coutined 
in the King’s-hench prison, Sruilhw’ark.were 
removed Irom thence to the new' KiugV 
bench prison, in Sf, (ieorge’s-tiehlK. 

lO. The oirlest lion in tlie Tower died, 
aged ns. It Was presented to James 11. 
by one of the slates of Barhnry, 

Dr. Shehbeiire receiver! sentence fur 
« libellous pam{di!et, intitled ** A Stxtli 1^4- 
h*r to tho People of Kiigland h« was fined 
five pounrls; to stand in thr* pillory' ; to be 
Confined three years ; and tlien to give ae- 
rurity far his good liehaviour for seven years, 
himself bound in 500/. and two others tn 
-^9/. each. 

Dec. 6. By an exact list procured fwm the 
It appeared that the number of dr bt- 

Tii” 25,000; m«uy 

^ them bred to the sou and land service. 


The thanks of the commons were voted 
to general Amherst and admirals Boscawen 
and Osborne. 

11. The old castle of Douglas, the re- 
sidence of that ancient family, near Kdin- 
burgh, was burnt by an accidental fire. 

14. Admiral Pococke compelled Lally 
to raise the siege of Madras. 

29. The island of Goree taken by the 
English. It was to the information of a 
quiUcer merchant, named Cumming, the 
capture of this and other French setileinents 
in Africa may be attributed. 

Bii.ls ok M«)nT.\i.ir\. — Christened in 
London, l4,2l)9 ; buried, 17,570 ; decreas- 
ed in the burials this year, 3737. Died 
under two years of age, 5C71 ; lived to 100 
and upwards, five. 

Liverpool : burials 863 ; christenings 751; 
inariiages 336. 

Pans: burials 21,120; christenings 
19,369, exclusive of 4969 foundlings; mar- 
riages 4089. 

Leipsic: burials 2S2S; christenings 680. 
Amsterdam : burials 7189; christenings 
4270 ; weddings 2417. 

1759. Jan. 2. Four regiments of French 
troops entered Frankfurt, and made them- 
selves ma.sters of the garrison by stratagem, 
12. Aune ]»riiicess of Orange, the eldest 
daughter of the king, died m her fiftieth 
year, at the Hague. 

16. Parliament met. 

19. Mr, Secretary Pitt presented to the 
commons the copy of a convention con- 
cluded with the king of Prussia ; and also 
the copy of a convention with the land- 
grave of Ilessc-Cassel. By this conven- 
tion, 19,00U of the troops of ILsse were to 
Ih* taken into the payol Britain, instead of 
12.000, the number lately emphned m the 
British .Service ; and the landgrave to re- 
ceive. besidf's the ordinary pay of these 
tfH.jw, the sum of 60.000/. in consideration 
of hiM immense losses in supjiort of the 
common cause. 

24. The birth-day of the king of Prussia 
celebratid as “the Protestant Hero,’’ by 
grc.4t rej‘ ‘icings in I»ndoii. 

Frit, 17. Notice given from the war 
office, that for the future, whoever inleiidetl 
to purchase a commission m the army, 
should first inloim himself whether the 
commis.sion for which he is in treaty may 
heNiddwith the king’s leave: aiirl in all 
instances whtue it should be found that 
any money, or other consideration, had been 
given fur a commission, not opemy sold 
with the leave o( his majesty, the jv. * 
son obtaining such coinmissivui was to l*e 
superseded. 

il/nr. 27. Pwss-wirrants werf> sent to 
the otficers of seve^ parishes, to impress 
men for sea and land service. 

31, Thu bank of 
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that they would for the future issue out 
bank notes and bank post bills, for ten 
pounds and fifteen pounds each. 

April 6. The Kn^^lish took Masulipa- 
tarn and concluded a treaty with the subah 
of the Deccan, by which much territory 
was ceded to them. In the course of the 
year the French power rapidly declined in 
the East. 

12. George Frederick Handel, the cele- 
brated musician, died. He was born in 
Germany in 1635, and had been in England 
fifty years. 

May 21. A vote of credit for 1,000,000/. 

23. A bill to oblige debtors under u cer- 
tain sum, after continuing a limited time 
in execution, to deliver upon oath their 
estates for the benefit of their creditors, 
passed the house of peers. 

June 2. Freilerick North (afterwards so 
celebrated as lord North) appointed a lord 
of the treasury. 

Parliament prorogued. Before the pro- 
rogation a iness.ige was delivered to both 
houses informing them of the preparations 
in progress in the French ports for an inva- 
sion of England. 

July 25. Fort Niagara in America taken 
by general Johnston. 

Aug, 1. Battle of Miiiden, in which lord 
George Sackvdle. who coininanded the Bri- 
tish forces, neglected to a<lvance with the 
cavalry in support of the infantry, as com- 
manded by his superior officer, prince Fer- 
dinand. 

3. Kuukne Aram tried at York assues. 
and found guilty of the murder of Daiiiel 
Clark. He made an eloquent defence, but 
was clearly convicted on tlie evidence of 
his accomplice Houseman (ante p. 450) and 
of his own wife. Subsequently be adiiutte<l 
his guilt, and asenbed bis crime to jealousy, 
but the chief object appears to have been 
his victim's property. Aram was a perv>n 
of .superior natural abilities, which he had 
cultivated. He attempted suicide after 
sentence, but .survived to be executed, and 
was gibbeted in Knari-sborough forest. 

4. General Amherst took Crown Point. 

5. Leipsic taken by the Anstruns. 

10. Ferdinand VI. of Sj>ain died in his 
fifty-sixth year, leaving no issue. He was 
sitcceerlefl by lion Car!o.s, bis brothej, king 
of Naples, who abdicat d the two SictlieH 
in favour of his third sou, Don IVidiuand, 
Lis eldest son, Don Philip, being an incura- 
ble idiot. 

12. The king of Prussia vanquished at 
Cunersdorf by the Itussians. 

2.3. The marquis of Granby ajipoiiited 
commander of the British force.^ irt Ger- 
many. 

Srpt. 5. Dresden taken by the Austrians. 

10. Lord George Sockviile dismissed 
iroiu iiis employ me uts. 


11. The grand canal communicating 
from Dublin to the Shannon opencid. 

The Jesuits were banished from Portu- 
gal, except such as chose to quit the habit 
of their order. 

13. Death op General Wolve. — ^This 
gallant officer fell iu the execution of a 
daring conception of military genius. 
General Amherst had formed the design of 
achieving the entire conquest of Canada 
in a single campaign, by directing one ex- 
pedition on Montreal and another on Que- 
bec. The last, which was the most difficult 
part of the enterprise, was entrusted to ge- 
neral Wolfe. On the last day of July 
Wolfe was repulsed near the falls of Mont- 
inoreiici. Undismayed, he saw in this re> 
verse only the necessity of greater eiForls, 
and he conceived the bold design of draw- 
ing the French from their unassailable po- 
sition by scaling the heights of Abraham. 
The plan succeeded, and M. de Montcalm 
was compelled to abandon his camp and 
ri^k a buttle for the protection of Qiicltec. 
While bravely animating his troo])Min front 
Wolfe received a wound in the wrist, and 
another in the breast, which rendered 
it necessary to bear him oH’ to a small dis- 
tance in the rear. There, roused from faint- 
ing, ill the agonies of death, by the cry of 
** They run ! they run ! ** h.e eagerly askeil, 
*• Whii run ?*' and being told, the French, 

d that they were defeated, he exclaimed 
“Then I thank (iod, and die emrtented 
and almost instantly txpired He was in 
the thiny-fourth year of his age. Gene- 
rals Mtmekton and Townsend, alter tlie Ii*sh 
f their comrniinder, completed the vict»»ry. 
On the Ibth instant Quebec surrendered ; 
and like Gihralrur, conquered by another 
and '•omewhat similar buhl exploit, has since 
remained in the bunds of the Kngiitii. 

Of /. V. Mr. Smeaton finished the enc- 
tion of Kddystoite lighthouse, without the 
Ios.H of a single life, or any material acci- 
dent. 

26. Molts. d’.Acbe's squadron, consist- 
ing of 1 1 ships of the line, and 6400 men, 
atiiicked our fleet under admiral Pococlce, 
consisting of 9 men of war, and 4035 men, 
and was totally defeated. Major Brereioii 
also deri;ated a body of French troops, com 
inanded by Mons. iinssy', ilrar V'andewasli. 

A'oe, 13, I'arliament opened by ci»m- 
mission. 

20. The body of General Wolfe intemn 
in a private manner in the family vault at 
Gieenwich. 

21, The house of commons resolvei 
that ii monument be erected to general 
Wolfe in Westminster-afihey. 

30. A day of public thanksgiving. 

Vrc. 13. It was resolved by the com- 
mons in the purliametrt of Ireland that tire 
cxtHrrtatiun of live cattle from that kingoom 
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would be prejudicial to the trade and ma- 
nui'actures thereof. 

17. At I^ipsic, owing to the intensity 
of the cold, ten sentinelii were frozen to 
death. 

A loan of eight millions was agreed to 
by parliament, tor which an interest of four 
jHjr cent, was to be allowed for a certain 
number of years, and a lottery ticket, value 
3/.» was to be given as a gratuity for every 
100/. so borrowed. The subscription for 
this sum was full before the resolution 
agreed to in parliament was known. 

18. Williain VVarburton, dean of Bristol, 
recoriimmded to the sec of Gloucester. 


widows and orphans of the men who fell at 
Minden and Quebec. 

21. Thurot lauds a small force in the 
bay of Carrickfergus, but soon after re-em 
barked, v/ithout accomplishing any enter 
prise of importance. 

The neighbourhood of Mount Vesuvius 
was overflowed by a deluge of burning lava, 
which continued several days ; and the 
ho{^s of mure than a thousand families, 
whose industry had cultivated the ground, 
and who were to subsist by its ])roduce, 
were cut off in a moment. 

Mar, 14. Up wanls of 400/. was collected 
at Mr. Whitefield’s tabernacle for flie relief 


‘21. The Ciimmissioners of the victual- 
ling office contract for beef at 21«. 5</. per 
cut., fur |K>rk 27«. Hr/. 

Truxillo, a rich mercantile city of Peru, 
wa.s totally ruined by an earthquake. 

Bii.ls of Moiitality.— Christened in 
Loudon 14, ‘253 ; buried 10,604. Increased 
in the burials this year *2,028. Died under 
two )ear8 of age 6.005 ; lived to one hun- 
dred and upwards, two. 

From the ‘ioth of March, 1741, to the 31st 
of DecetnWr, 175‘J, the immlter of chil- 
dren received into the Foundling-hospital 
was 14,<J04! 

Of which have been claimed and 
retuined to their parents . 75 

Hoys apprenticed to sea service 
and husbandry . • S7 

(tuls apprenttced out • . 74 

Alive m the ro untry . 502^1 

iiospital in London I 'l.') 

Hospital at Ackwoith 113 

llo.spital at Shrewsbury TiG 

Iiospital at Aylesbury 40 

6203 

Died to the .31st of Dec. 1750 8165 

(O' these children, 13,610 have I ecu re- 
ceived since the 21st of June, 1756. 

1760. y</;i. 16. At a mee'ing of the no- 
bility and gentry of .Scotland at Kdinburgh. 
it was unaniinou«>ly agiecd to abolish th 
fiistoni of giving vails to servants ; and at 
tin* samu time, it was their opinion, that 
an addition lo the yearly wages of servants | 
Wood be more honourable for the iimster, 
and more beneficial to the servant. The 
like ru.'tolution was agreed to in a meeting 
ol the nobility and gentry of .Mierdecn. 

9. The Viench surrender Arcoi to 
the English. 

13. Lord Ferrers examined at the liar 
of the house of lords, anti afterwards com- 
»ntted close prisoner to the Tower, for the 
murder of his steward, Mr. Johnson. This 
was the last of many outrages committed 
oy his lordship, whose natural violence ami 
malignity were inttamed by habtU uf in- 
toxication. 

1 9. example of London was followed 
t Leeds, and a subscription raised for the 


of the distressed protestants in the New 
March of Hiandenbiirg. 

A riot happened at Kingston in Surreys 
iccasioned by a rnethodist preacher, who 
came there, and brought a great number uf 
people together in a barn lo hear him. 
While he was preaching, a fellow threw 
some dirt at him, which made a great dis- 
turbance, and the mob at last dragged the 
preacher into the street, aiul had it nut been 
fur the humanity uf a gentleman near the 
sput. who took lum into his house, he, 
in all likelihood, woulTl have been mur- 
dered. 

17. The commons adjourned till Ftiday', 
by' way uf condolence, on account uf the 
deatli of the sj>eaker‘s brother, general 
Onslow. 

-//»r. 16. Tiuai. i>K Liwukncf. Kaiii, 
FiiRKKUs began in Westmiuster-hall, b.rd 
keeper Henley presiding as lord steward. 

17, Lord Ferrers found unanimously 
guilty of felony and rnurtler. 

18. About two o’clock sentence was 

passed on earl Ferrers, by tbe lord high 
stew aril : That his lordship should bo 

carried back tA> the prison uf the Tower, 
from whence he came, and from thence to 
the place of execution, on Monday next, and 
tlieie to lie hanged hy the neck till he was 
dea<l : after which Ins body was to be de- 
livered to Surgeons’-liall. to be dissected.’’ 
.At this |urt of the sentence his lonUhip 
cried out, “ God forbid'.'’ \*ut soon recob 

I locling liimself, added, ** God’s will I o 
dune !” Afterwaids, the lord high stew- 
ard took notice, that by the act of parlia- 
ment the lortls, his judges, had a power of 
respiiiiig ; and therefore, that he might 
have more lime to prepare himself, they 
respited his sentence to May 5. Fkirl I er- 
rors read a paper, in which he exprt‘ssei! 
his concern for the trouble be had given- 
but that lie was adviseil to make the plea 
of lunacy, and Iwgged their loidships to le- 
commend him to the king for n ercy. 

22. Lord George .Sackyille i.uving de- 
sired a court-martial on his conduct in the 
affair of Mmdeii, it was granted, and the 
fullowiag was tbe sentence : — “ This court, 
upon due cuosidcration of the whole mattet 
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before them, is of opinion, that lord Geor^ 
Sackfille is guilty of having disobeyed the 
orders of prince I'erdinand of Brunswick, 
whom he was by his commission and in- 
structions directed to obey, as commander 
in chief, according to the rules of war ; and 
it is the further opinion of the court, that 
the said lord George Sackville is, and he is 
hereby adjudged, unfit to serve his majesty 
in any military capacity whatever.” This 
sentence was confirmed by the king, and 
on the 25th instant his lordship’s name was 
removed from the list of privy councillors. 

May 5. Lord Ferrers was execute<l at 
Tyburn. He requested the favour of pro- 
ceeding to the gallows in his own landau, 
drawn by six horses, in preference to the 
inournir.g coach which his friends had pro- 
vided. He was dressed in his wedding suit. 
Just before being turned otli he, with audi- ; 
ble vojce, very devoutly repeated the Lord’s ' 
prayer, and afterward>, with great energy, ^ 
the fuiiowing ejaculaiion ; — “ () God ! lor- i 
give me all my errors, pardon all my sins.” 
His lordship then called fur the executioner, 
who asked him forgiveness; iqion which j 
his Ibrdship said: “ 1 freely forgive you. as 
T do all mankind, and hope myself to be 
forgiven.” He then intended to give the 
executioner five guineas, but, by mistake, 
giving it into tiie hands of the exccutiontr’s 
assistant, an unseasonable dispute arose 
between them. This being settled by the 
interference of the sheriu, his lordship 
placed himself under the fatal beam, say- 
ing to the executioner, Am 1 right 
Then the cap was drawn over his face, and, 
upon a signal given tiy the sheritf, that 
part upon which he stood instantly sunk 
and left him suspended. 

22. Parliament prorogued by commis- 
sion. An act passe<l fiir preventing “ the 
excessive Use oi spirituous liquors, by laying 
additional duties thereon.” The act was 
founded on resolutions of the commons, to 
the effect, that the high price of spirits had 
been favourable to the health, morals, 
and industry of the common people/’ But, 
as Smollett observes, it would have been 
less objectionable to divert the people from 
the abuse of spirits, by lowering the excise 
on ale and beer, and enabled them to buy 
a pot of good ale for a penny, aj in the 
resgn of James I.” 

June 16. At Glen, in L..lcestershi'e, the 
mob threw two old women into tiie water 
to ascertain by their sinking or swl araing 
whether they were witches. 

23. At day-break general Laudohn 
attacked Mummelherg, Bruckberg, and 
Blasdrofferhcrgh, three fortified moimtaius 
near Landshut, which were vigorou:<«ly de- 
fended by general Fouquet, who was, how- 
ever, at length obliged to retiro into Kirch- 
beig, where he wa« soon after summoned 
to Butwitdm ; but he chose rather to force 


his way through the Austrians than lay 
ilown his arms, which was effected, though 
with the loss of 7J31 men ; himself and 
many officers being made prisoners. 

2j. Insurrection of the negroes in Ja- 
maica. 

Ju/y 14,' Colonel Clive was introduced 
to his majesty at Kensington, with Richard 
Clive, esq , his father, and was most gra- 
ciously received. Mr. V^insittart hud suc- 
ceedeil Clive in the government of Bengal. 

30. Important improvements were now 
being made in the city, and on tliis day 
were sold the materials of the following city 
gates, namely, Aldgate for 177/. U)#., Crip- 
plegate lor 91/., and Ludg.ite for 148/, 

12. Algiers blockaded by the Span- 
iards. 

8. Montreal, with the wliole of 
Canada, capitulated to general Amherst. 

24. general (piaitvrly court at the 
India house, when the thanks of the c.ojit 
were unanimously given to admiral Bueocke. 
general ( live, and major Lawrence, for 
their services in the East Indies. 

The East India ships lately arrived 
brought, among other things, l,984,t>l)3 
ponini.s of saltpetre, 4, .382, 200 i>onuds of 
buhea tea. 74,000 ^ ouinis of coi.gi/ii, 147,000 
pouinls ot luhon, 1 ,533.200 ftiMiinls of siii- 
glo, and 62,900 pounds of sonciiong ; wua 
337 chest.s, 120 iialf chests, aiul 11 boxes 
of china. 

Of/. 4. The Prus-siuns abiandoii Leipsic. 

9. Berlin capitulates to the Austro- 
Russian armies. 

14. At a court of aldermen and common 
council, it was agreed to petition tlie pa.- 
liarnent for leave to take down Gresham 
coilege. 

25. IIkatii of TiiK Kivfj.-Goorge II. died, 
without any previous disorder, ol a rupture 
of the heart, at Kensington palace. He 
had risen at his uhuhI hour, drank Ins cho- 
colate, and inquired about the weather, 
when he fell on the Hour, and almost in- 
stantly expired. lie was in the 77lh year 
of his age, and the 34th of his reign. In 
|)erson l>e was rather below the middle size, 
well-shaped, erect, wiih eyes remarkably 
prominent, a high nose, and fair complcxiim. 
In disposition he w-as irritalde, hut soon ap- 
peased; mild, moderate, and humane. He 
was temperate in diet, regular, and extreme- 
ly methodical. He was fond of military 
parade, and ]>«rsonally brave ; but not emi- 
nent in the art of war. Ilin understaudingt 
naturally indifferent, he took no |wiins to cul- 
tivate ; nor was he a patron or promoter of 
genius and learning. Like his predecessor, 
George 11. had several mistresses; but be 
alwa) H preferred queen (hiroline to aii) other 
woman ; and when discoursing on persona, 
lieauty, he rcferrerl to her majesty iw the 
most perfect model. Among the king* 
chief favourites is reckoned Mrs* llowaid. 
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afterwards countess of Suffolk. This lady, 
with her husband, beinf' in narrow circum- 
stances, had gone over to Germany, with a 
view ui making their court to George I. while 
elector of Hanover. She succeeded in in- 
sinuating herself into the good graces of 
George 11., and became his mistress. While 
under royal jirutection, lord Orford says, 
(Heminisccnces, ]>. 302) Mr. Howard went 
to St. James's palace, publicly to demand 
his wife in the presence of the guards. 
Being thrust out, he sent a letter to her by 
the archbishop of ('antcrbiiry, who con- 
veyed the summons to the ouecn, who de- 
livered the epistle to her rivul. During the 
summer a negotiation commenced, anu this 
indulgent husband agreed to surrender his 
frail partner for a pension of 1200/. a year. 

Sl’ATtTKS IN THIS RElON. 


The legislation of this, as of the preced- 
ing reign, was of a humble but useful cha- 
racter. It was chicHy directerl to the 
etiVeting of local improvements, not to con- 
stitutional or administrative reforms. Some 
ot’ tlie chief statutes have been noticed at 
the time of their enactiiieut. and the titles 
of the remainder, of a general character, 
are subjoined. 

1 (f. 11. c. 23. Regulating attorneys and 
solicitors. 

G. 2 1. Bribery in parliamentary elections. 

4 G. II, c. 26. Proceedings of courts of 
justice in Englaiui, and court of excheiiuer 
ill Scotland, to las in English. 

Cy. 28. Preventing frauds of tenants ; 
recovery of rents; renewal of leases. 

5 G. 11. c. 18. Fixing the ijualitication 
of justices of the peace. 

C. 19. Appeals at <juafter*seS'iions to be 
determined aociuding to the merits, not- 
withstanding defects of form in the original 
1 ioceedings ; obliges persons suing oulcer- 
tiorans to remove orders ma<le on such into 
the King's-beiich, to give security to pro- 
secute the same with eflect, 

C. 27. Preventing frivolous and vexa- 
tions arrests. 

6G. II. c. 3. Relieving p^'^rtshes from 
the charge of bastards born therein. 

' G. II. c. 8. To prevent the infarmois 
practice of stock-jobbing. 

8 G. II. c. 30. On cpiartering s'oldiers 
during parliamentary elections. 

9 G. II. c. 5. Retiealing st.itutes against 

witchcraft. ^ 

16 G. H. c. 26. Hawking unstamped 
newspapers. 

I V ^verseew of poor to give 

pn6ic notice of making poor-rates, and to 
produce the same. 

Separating th© Vmrbers 
” in London inU» distinct o»r- 


C. 15. Reward for discovering a north- 
west passage. Repealed, 

19. G. II. c. 21. To prevent profane 
cursing and swearing. 

C. 37. Insurance on ships regulated. 

C. 39. Disarming the Highlanders; pro- 
hibiting Highland dress ; oaths to, and 
prayers for, the king. 

20 O. II. c. 30. Allowing persons im- 
peached of treason, &c. by the house of 
commons, to defend by counsel. 

20 G. II. c, 43. Abolishing herefable ju- 
risdictions in Scotland. Ante p. 4.34. 

22 G. 11. c. 33. Cuiisulidating statutes 
relative to the government of the royal 
navy; articles of war for seamen. 

23 G. II. c. 13. Seducing artificers; 
abuses in woollen manufacture, &c. 

C. 28. Uniformity of pubjic prayers and 
sacraments. 

24 G. ll.c.23. Regulating the calendar. 
Ant^ p. 439. 

C. 5'). Apprehending persons in any 
county on warrant granted in another 
county ; hacking warrauts. &c. 

2') G. II. c. 6. Attestation of wills of real 
estates. i 

C. 36. Requiring the licensing of places 
of amusement. 

C. 33. For preventing clandestine mar- 
riages. Ante p. 442. 

27 G. II. c. 20. Regulating proceedings 
on distress by warrants of justices. 

32 C». II. c, 28. (Lords' Act) For be- 
nefit of debtors giving up their property to 
creditors. 

C. 35. Augmentation of judges* salaries. 

MKN OF t.KTTKRS. 

The powers of the human mind were 
freely and fully exercised in this reign. 
Though the age was not remarkable lur 
any extraonhnary originality, there were 
many iugenious and clever writers. Berke- 
ley. Hartley, and Hutcheson, exeded asto- 
nishment by the novelty and ingeimiiy of 
their metaphysical re.searches. In natural 
philosophy* the phenomena of electneity 
and magnetism had bt'gun to attract at- 
tention. Mathematics and ixstroiiomy were 
successfully cultivated by Halley. Bradley. 
Maclauriti, Sanderson, and the two Sirup- 
sous. The medical art was elucidated by 
the writings and discoveries of IIunt»*r, 
Mead, Pringle, Monro, and Iluxham. lu 
theology wero many tlutinguished names; 
the estahUshment being justly proud of its 
Potter, Herring, Hoadly, Sherlock, and Co- 
nylxmre ; and the disucnters of Lardiier. 
Doddridgi-, Watts, LeUnd, Uhaudler. and 
James Foster— both fearlessly entering the 
lists, williout seeking the aid ct the civil 
power, in defence ot their common faith, 
peneveringlv assailed by the deistical 
ing* of ColiiM, ToiiUKl, Woolstou, Mor- 
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gan, and Tindal. History and biography 
were cultivated by the copious Guthrie, the 
circumstantial Ralph, the laborious Carte, 
and the classic Middleton. Hume was 
slowly rising into popularity, as the most 
elegant and philosophic, ii‘ not the must 
faithful ot‘ historians, and Robertson and 
Gibbon trod in his steps. The genius of 
Cervantes and Le Sage was transfused into 
the novels of Fielding and Smollett, who 
])ainted the characters and ridiculed the 
follies of life with equal force, humour, and 
aptitude. Richardson, in his Pamela and 
Grandison, had the merit of originating a 
new species of writing, in which works of 
iinagin.ition were sought to be made the 
vehicle of moral precepts and examples. 
In pi*etry there were the hignbrious Young 
aiKi Blair; Thomson, the author of the 
Srasong ; Akenside and Annstrong ex- 
celled in dirlactic verse; Mallet and (tray 
in the elegiac ; Glover, in his IxH>nidas. 
aspired to the ilignit} of the epic. Zanga 
and Douglas were the chief standard dra- 
mas prttduced ; the comedies of Congreve 
and Cibber, though rich in wit, and the for- 
mer in elegance, being proscribed l»y the 
delicacy of a later period. Music Kcatne 
a fashionable study ; the Italian opera was 
encouraged, and concerts formed in every 
corner uf the metropolis. Handel, Boyce, 
Greene, and Arne weie the chief professors. 
Painting, which held l>ee:i hitherto little 
cultivated, now produce<l sotiie artists uf 
extraordinary merit. Hogarth was unri- 
valleil ill exhibiting the scenes of ordinary 
life in humour and ch.irarter. Kt-ynolds 
and Ramsay were pre-eminent in portrait 
painting ; Koohilliac in sculpture ; Strange 
111 engraving; and Burlington in architecture. 

Ill philology and criticism, Warliurton, 
Bentley', and Hoyle were the dazzling me- 
teors. The fame of Johnson and his ho.st 
oi literary' satellites belongs to a later age; 
while the celei.rity of Pope, Swift, and 
Bolinghroke v/.u», in great part, anterior to 
the present. Some of the name.'<> that have 
been mentioned had only just risen above 
the horizon, and their chief glory belongs 
to the rei^n of (ieorge III. 

The sciences that Iwar un commerce and 
manufactures, finance, and th.; subsistence 
and government of nations, were little 
known or cultivated (exi j t by Iluriiej in 
the reign of George H. i\>l'tical i i muiny, 
chemistry, mechanics, ;r»'ography.g»^ol'‘gy , 
jurisprudence, and civil liberty, Ibn.ied the 
grand fields of inquiry and triumph for a 
succeeding age. 

Subjoined is the list of the illustnouH de- 
ceased of the reign of George II. 

Sir Richard Steele, 1671 — 17J9. “Fu- 
neral, or Grief i-la-mode,'^ I70J} “The 
Taller,** 1709; ^The Guardian,’* 1713; 

^ Xhe Eogiislimaii “Tlie (irisis.'* 


Lawrence Echard, 1671—1730. “ A 

History of England to the Revolution 
‘• The Gazetteer, or Newsman’s Interpre- 
ter.*’ 

Daniel Defoe, 1663 — 1731. “ An Essay 
on Projects,” 1697 ; “The True-born Eng- 
lishman,” 1701 ; “ Robinson Cmsoe.” 
1719; *• Religious Courtship,” 1722; “ A 
Journal of the Plague,” 1722 ; “ The (Treat 
Law of Subordination,” 1724 ; “ The Com- 
plete English Tradesman.” 

Thomas llearne, History and Antiquities, 
1678—1735. 

William Congreve, 1070 — 1729. “ Love 

for Love;’’ “The Mourning Bride.” 

John Gay, 1688 — 1732. ** Beggar's 
Oi>era,” 1727; “Fables,” 1726; “All in 
the Downs,” a ballad ; ‘‘ Free ThuiighU on 
Religion,*’ 1720. 

Bernard Mandeville, 1670 — 1733. “ The 
Fable of the Bees,” 1723. 

Kdinimd Hailey, Mathematics and As- 
tronomy, 1650 — 1742. 

Samuel Clarke, D.D., lO/f) — 1729. “ Evi- 
dences of Natural and Revealed Religion 
“The Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity.” 

Koliert Blair, a Scottish clergyman, 1099 
— 1746. “ The (irave.” 

Anthony Collins, 1070 — 1729. •* A Dis- 
course on Free-tliinkiiig,*’ 1713; “ A Ehi- 
losophical Inquiry concerning Hurnuii Li- 
berty,’’ 171'). 

Thomas I’ickell, a minor poet and es- 
sayist, to whom .Addison hequeathod the 
publication of his works', a ta.sk which he 
performed with ability, prin'ing them in 
four vols. 4to , and prefixing an elegaic 
poem acldressvd to their mutual triend lloj 
earl of Warwick, lOhO — 1740. 

Jtdm Hutchinson, a fanciful writer, 1071- 
1737. *• Moses'.s Pnneipia,” 1724 ; in whicli 
he rejected the vacuuni and gravitation of 
Newton, and assumed that all knowledge, 
natural and theological, is contained in the 
Scriptures. 

John Pidter, archbishop of Canterbury, 
1074 — 1747. “ Archwologica Grteca, or 
the Aiiti(pntii'.s of (*reeee;’’ ’‘A Discourse 
on (Jiurch (iovernment.” 

Richard Bentley, Divinity and PhiloUgy, 
1001 — 1740. 

Andrew Baxter, Metaphysics, 10*87 — 
17:i0. 

Daniel Wateriaiid, Divine and Contro- 
versial Theulogi>t, lt)83 — 1740. 

Henry St. John, viscount Bolingkrtike, 
1672— 17:>I. *• Letters on the Study ef 

History;*’ “Letters on the Spirit ot F*!- 
triofism and Idea of a Patriot king.” His 
W'orks by Mallet, 5 voU., 4lo., 1754. 

G»'Orge Berkeley, hi »h<lp of Cloyue.lOud 
— 1753. •• The Principles of llunuiii Know- 
ledge,” 1710; “ The Minute Philosophei,^ 

1732 ; “ Maxims concerning Patriotism* 
1750; “Tar Water/’ 1752. 
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Philip Doddridge, dissenting divine, 1 701 
-1751. “ Family Expositor.’* 

Francis Hutcheson, professor of moral 
philosophy, (vlasgow, 1694 — 1747. “In- 
r^uiry into the itleas of Beauty and Vir- 
liie “Treatise on the Passions.” 

Colin Maclaurin, mathematical professor, 
ICdinburgh, 1696 — 1746. Treatise on 

Fluxions,’* 2 vols. 4to. 

lilphraiin Chambers. Cyclopedia died, 
1740. 

Matthew Tindall, LL.D., a controversial 
writer, 1657 — 1733. “ Christianity as old 

lis the (Creation, or the Gospel a Republic 
cation of the Religion of Nature,” 1730; 
“ A Letter to the Clergymen of the Two 
Univeisities.” 

Joseph Butler, bishop of Durham, 1692 
— 17V2. ‘‘Analogy of Religion, Natural 
and Revealed, to the Course of Nature.” 

Thomas Cirte, a voluminous writer, 
rhietly Eugli'-h history, 16H6 — 1754. 

(.'onyers Middleton, 16S3 — 1750. “ Let- 
ter frinn Home on conformity between po- 
pery and paganism,” 1729; “ Life Ci- 
cero,'’ 2 v»)ls, 4to., 1741; “Free Iinpiiry 
into MinuMes.” 17 17. 

David Hartley, M. I)., 1704 — 17.')7. “Ob- 
her vat ions on Man,” 1749. 

Jonathan .Swift, 1667 — 1745. ” Tale of 
of a Tub,” 1704; “Public Spirit of the 
Whigs,” 1714; “ (fulliver's Travels,” 1726: 
with many others. 

Isaac Watts, non-conformist, 1674 — 
174H. “ Psalms and Hymns;” •• I.,ugic 

‘Improvement of the Mind.” 

Tl’.omas Wo<»lston, a divine of eccentric 
j'l'iniouK, l<i69 — 1733. “The Old Apolo- 
gy for the Truth oi the Christian Religion 
against the Jews and Gentiles, revived.” 
l/f'i; “8ix J)i>courses on the Miracles,” 
an 1 two “ Defence! of the Discourses;” 
1727-30. 

Alexander Pope, 1688 — 1744. “ Kssa^ 
on Criticism,” 1710 ; “ Rape of the Lock ; * 
••'I'tmplo t)f Fame;” “ Dunciad,” 1723; 
*■ Rssay on Man.” 1733; “ Kpistlo from 
1' loisa to Ahelard translations uf the 
Iliad and Odyssey. 

W lUiain Somerville, 1 622 — 1 7 43. ” The 
Chase.” 

Allan Ramsay, a Scottish poet, 1696 — 
17. iM. “The (hurtle Shepherd.' 

Kichanl Savngt*, drama, iK>etry. S^8 — 
1 743. 

James Thomson, 1700 — 1749. “The 
^caNims;'* “Castle of Indolence ;** several 
dramas, and dividea with Mallet the merit 
of having composed the national song of 
“Rvile Britannia.'* 

IIU*”*' %er, 1700 — 1758. “Qrongut 

•^snoes Hammond, an elegiac and ama- 
torvpoet, 1710—1742. 
litnry Fielding, 1707—1/54, Joseph 
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Andrews ;*’ “ Inquiry into the Cause of the 
Increase of Rubtiera “Tom Jones;” 
“ Ilifttory of Jonathan Wild,” “ Voyage to 
Lisbon. 

William Collins, 1720— 1756. “Odes;” 
“ Oriental Eclogues.” 

COMMEUCE. XURtCULTURE. EXPORT OP 

CORN, 

The commerce of Great Britain conti- 
nued to increase during the greater part of 
this reign ; but this increase was not the 
effect of extraordinary encouragement. On 
the contrary, the necessities uf the govern- 
ment, the growing exjienses of the nation, 
and tile continual augmentation of the pub- 
lic debt, obliged the legislature to hamper 
trade with grievous imposts : it! increase 
therefore must be ascribed to the natural 
progress of industry, skill, and adventure. 
War, which generally impedes the traffic 
of nations, had opened new sources to the 
merchants of (ireat Britain, and only 
slightly affected the amount of her ship- 
ping and exi>«>rt8. The superiority of her 
naval power had crushed the navigation of 
France, her great rival in commerce, so that 
she now supplied, on her own terms, all 
i llnise foreign markets, at which, in a time 
i uf peace, she was undersold by her com- 
I petitor. 

With the exception of the year 1756, the 
Vft/ue of the cargoes exported continued tc 
increase during the seven years' war, but 
the tonnage, that cleared outwards never 
attained the amount of the paciBc and 
prt'SjKMOiis years 1749-51, This will ap- 
pear fiom the subjoined btatement from 
Chalmers (Estimate 131); — 



Tons, 

Ta/ue 1 

n f C argots. 

1749-,51 

661 ,1N4 

£12 

,599, 

,112 

i;5.W>7 

524.711 

11 

.70S, 

,5)5 

1 7ti() 

.573,978 

li, 

693, 

270 

1761 

626,055 

14. 

,873 , 

194 

17n2 

600,570 

13 

,546 3 

,171 


It appears from this that only the ra/wc, 
not the quantity of our exports increased 
during hostilities, 

Scotlar.d l.irgely participated in the ge- 
neral prosperity. The value of the com- 
modities exported from that kingdom wvio 
yChalmeis' Estimate 138) in 

1756 . £663,401 

1760 , 1,086,205 

1764 . 1,243,927 

The yard! of linen made for sale in Scot- 
land were, in 

1758 . 10,624,435 
1760 . U,747,72S 

Th« lint’ll manufacture of England was 
prospemu!. Aceordi ig to an average of 
seven years of peace, from 1749 to /55»^ 
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there were exported 576,373 yards. Ac- 
cording^ fo an averag;e of seven years of 
subseejuent war, the exports were 1,355,226 
yards. 

The value of woollen goods exported had 
increased from £3,575,297 in 1755, to 
£5, 453, 172, in 1760. 

Aguicui.tuuk was much indebted this 
reign to the inventions and writings of 
Jethro Tull, an ex])erimental farmer. lie 
introduced the drill-husbandry, and recom- 
mended the substitution of labour and ar- 
rangement in the place of manure and 
fallowing in the culture of land. A rota- 
tion of crops, and the cultivation of turnips, 
clover an<l potatoes in the field liecame 
more general. That agriculture was rapidly 
improving is shown by the course of legis- 
lation. in the warlike reigu of king Wil- 
liam not a single act was passed for the 
dividing of commons, the inclosure of 
wastes, or the draining of inarches. In the 
equally warlike reign of Anne there were 
only two inclosure acts ; but in that of 
George 1. the number was 26 ; and in the 
thirty-three years of George Il.’s reign, 
226. 

In no branch of commerce has there 
been so much absurd legislation as in the 
Corn Trade. At an early period the ex- 
portation of com was entire y prohibited, 
from the mistaken notion that this was the 
best means by which plenty could lie main- 
tained at home. This policy continued, 
with little relaxation, till the accession of 
the Stuarts, when exportation began to he 
allowed on the payment of a duty. Hut 
at the revolution of 1688, the legislature 
nished to the opposite extreme ; restric- 
tions were imposed on importation, and a 
parliamentary bounty granted on the ex- 
portation of corn. According to Dr. Smith 
(W^eabh of Nations, B. I., Ch. xi.) the 
country geiifleint'ri, who then funned a 
larger projxjrtion of the legislature than at 
present, adopted this expedient to keep up 
the price of torn, which was falling. Tliis 
policy was persisted in till about the jieace 
of Paris in 1763 ; and during the whole of 
this time, either from the temptation of the 
bounty or the produce of the country out- 
growing the home consul:. p lion, large quaii- 
titiee of corn were annually exported. 

In the live years from J7 14 to 1748, the 
quantity of cam export <1 from Knglam! . 
was 3,768A44 quarters, at ine cur- 

rent price, £8,007,948, And this result, 
obtained by the double error in commerr;al 
economy of a bounty on exports and a re- 
striction on imports, was coasidered an un- 
deniable proof of national prostieri^y ! 

PRICES AND WAOes. 

From 1729 to 1760 there was no mate- 
rial variation cither in the prices of provi- 


sions or the rate of wages. During th^ 
whole of that period wheat kept steadil}^ at 
from 32jr. to 35«. per quarter. Wages in 
husbandry rose a little towards the end of 
the reign of George II., but not those of 
artiticers. It follows that tlie subjoined 
statements of wages and prices on the ac- 
cession of George 111. will show their re- 
lation during the long reign of his prede- 
cessor. 

Contract prices of Provisions and Clothes at 
Greenwich Hospitals in the gear 1760. — 
Pari. Papers, Sess. 1830. 

£. s. it. 

Flesh per cwt. . . . I 1 I fi 

Bread, for 13^ oz. • . 0 0 1 

Butter per Ih. , . ^ 0 0 

Cheese per Ih. . . 0 0 dl 

Pease per bushel . . 0 ,3 0 

t )atmeal per bushel . . 0 4 0 

Salt bushel . .040 

Malt per (|uarter . . 14 9 

Hops per cwt. . . . 4 l.'l 4 

Beer per barrel ... 0 .5 7 1 

C'andles per doz. lbs. . 0 (i 

Shoes per pair . , . (> 4 (I 

Coals |HT chaldron . . 112 8 

Stockings per pair . . 0 I 8 

Hats each • . . 0 2 0 

i Suit of bedding . . 0 I 4^- 

Coats each • . . 1 1 0 

Contract rate of f Cages fur ^-Irlifirers at 
Greenwuh Hospital m the gear 1760. 

d 

Carpenter per day • • . 2 6 

Bricklayer jlitto ... 2 6 

Ma^on rlitto ... 2 8 

Plumber ditto . . . 3 0 

The contract rate of wages for artificers 
had Mudergoiie no variation from 1729, and 
continued without variation till al'<ut 

1795. when they suddenly rose from2». 
to 5i. jH-r day. 

According to Mr. Bartoifs tables, tvages 
in husbandry were in 1725, per week, 
5 a. Ati.\ in 1751, 6 a. ; in 1770, 7s. 4r/. 

The following statement will help to 

show the inorle of living, an<l expenses »d 
an agricultural family, ahniit the tune ol 
the accession of Get»rge 111; — 

Expenses of the Familg of an Agrivuftural 
Labourer in \7 62 : 

Per 

$. d. 

Bread, flour, oatmeal . • 

Hoots, greens, beans, jwase, fruit . 0 •> 

Firing St/., candle 3t/., soap *l\d. . 0 Hi 
Milk If, huttter If/., cheese hd. 0 8j: 
Flesh 6</., rent 6r/., pin«^^ worsted. 

thte.ul, Ac. L£ . * } a 

Clothes, rcqiairs, lieddiiig, shoes . 

Salt, Infer, exotics, vinegar, spices 0 «« 
Midwivesj churching, lying-io 9 9 
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Taxes on the above consumption : — On 
malt, 4it. ; salt, U. 8r/. ; soap and can- 
dles, 3ir. ; leather, ; sundries, 2dL — 
Total, 11«. — N.B. Tax about 1-36. — Lon> 
dun Magazine for 1762. 

revkhub, dkbt, and taxes. 

Governments seem to be naturally spend- 
thrifts. The temptations to expenditure, 
either from love of patrona^i^e or desire os- 
tentatiously to signalize their administra- 
tion, so far outweigh motives to economy, 
that the most patriotic ministers seldom 
aspire to more than to govern within the 
public income, rarely to lessen the encum- 
brances transmitted, by their predecessors. 
Sir Robert Walpole had favourable oppor- 
tunities for reducing the national debt, but 
he was too epictirean in his notions of the 
enjoyment of power to make sacrifices for 
till? luture. Though a skilful financiVr, he 
was reckless enough to apply the sinkiitg- 
limd to the current expenses of the year, 
and. with a view ot keeping on good terms 
with the landed interest, reduceil the land- 
tax to one shilling in the pound. 


Ill the long periods of peace that had oc- 
curred since the death of queen Anne, the 
surpluses of the national income were sel- 
dom applied to the liquidation of the capi- 
tal of the debt. Unexampled commercial 
prosperity causing abundance of money, 
and the rise of the stocks above par, 
ministers availed themselves of these cir- 
cumstances VO offer the public creditor 
either his principal or a lower rate of inte- 
rest. In this way a saving of near half a 
million of annual interest was effected in 
the reign of George I. The same expedient 
was employed by his successor in 1749, 
by which the annuities jiayahle to the cre- 
ditors of the state were reduced 30d.000/, 
But these reductions were more than coun- 
terbalanced by the increase, in consequence 
of the expense of the Spanish war. and the 
seven years' war that began in 1755; .so 
that George II. left both principal ami in- 
terest considerably augmented. 

The subjoined statement, extracted from 
sir John Sinclair, exhibits the total public 
expenditure of this reign, and the income 
and peace establishment of the country on 
the accession of George III: — 


Tidal Erpfndiiure during the Reign of George //. 


Civil-list , 

N avy • . 

Army . . • 

Ordnance . • 

Other military expenses 
Kcclesiastical expense • 
Westiuinsler-bridge . • 

Luiidt)!!- bridge . • 

Miuiary roads 
Making hurbours 
public rewards 

Monument to Captain Cornwall 
11 erctable jurisdictions in Scotland 
Debts on Scutch ibrfeitures 
Charges of the Mint . 

Kxira charges ditto . 

Horned entile. • 

Found ling'hospital 
Kiirthquake at Lislion • 

African settlements • 

American expenses . • 

Miscellaneous expenses • 

Money paid pursuant to addresses 


£. 

27/280.000 
71 ,42 4, 171 
73,911,521 
6,700,674 
28,809 
1.52.240 
216,500 

45.000 

24.000 
43,360 

22.000 
3,000 

152.037 

72.410 

231.000 
31,364 

208,123 

182/277 

100.000 
420,173 

1,697,424 

25.496 

25,000 


lvS3.002,639 

Interest of th« public debt and repayment of principal 92 ,347 ,134 
Total , £276,349,773 


Py/j/ic Revenue* 

1.9h 5,376 
3.sr;,349 
ilia, 207 


I'farr EsIaUahmtnt. 

CiviUist l'"0 

Navy OtiO.fUm 

Army SOO.lum 


Carried forward 6,125 ,932 


2,636,000 
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£. 

Brought forward 6,125^ 932 
Land-tax (deducting de- 
ficiencies) • 1,737,608 

Miscellaneous • 650,000 


Total 


£8,523,540 


Ordnance 

Miscellaneous 


£. 

2,636,000 
, 80,000 
50,000 


Interest, 

Debt at the conclusion of the peace of 1762 • £146,682,843 —£4,840,821 


Total £2,766,000 


Principai. 


LAND AND NAVAL FORCES. A.4 1760.— iii., 255. 
L-iNO-rOKCES. NAVV. 


In Great Britain^ under lord-viscount Li- 
ffomiery Commander •in-chtej'. 

2 Troops of Horse-guards. 

2 , , llorse-grenadiers. 

5 Regtineiifs of Drag(X»ns. 

3 , , Foot-guards. 

23 , , Foot. 

In fre/andy under lieut,-gen, earl of Rothesy 
commander-tn-chte/. 

2 Regiments of Horse. 

8 , , Dragoons. 

17 ,, Foot. 

In Jersey^ under colonel Boscawen. 

\ Regiment of Foot. 

^It G ihr altar y under lUut»-gen. Earl of 
Homey governor, 

6 Regiments of Foot. 

In Germany, under tieut.-gen. marquis of 
Granhtjy commander-in-thief. 

1 Regiment of Horse-guards. 

2 , , Horse. 

.3 , , Dragoons, 

6 , , Dr-tgouns. 

16 , , Foot. 

In garrison at Emd^n. 

2 Regiments of Hi^'hlarders. 

In North AmericQy under major-gineral 
Amkersty commander -in- chief. 


At or near home, under sir Edward Hawke 
admiral Bosettweny Sfc, 


3 Shi{)8 of . 


Guns. 
. 100 

6 ,, < 


90 

i ,, 


. 84 

3 


80 

13 ,, 


. 74 

0 , , • 


70 

1 


. 66 



64 

' •■2 ,, 


• t)0 

10 ,, 


50) 


East Indies, under vice-admiral I*oc>,rk. 


2 Shipi of 

1 :: 


7 

I 


> y 
y f 


.1 


74 

68 

66 

64 

60 

5s 

50 


fVesl Indies, under rear-admiral Holmes. 


I Ship of 

- 1 y 

I 


90 ‘ 

80 
74 
70 1 

6s 20 
66 
64 
60 
50 


21 Regiments o‘. Foot. 

In the Hest Indies. 
5^ Regiment <>f F<yot. 
In Afrx ca. 

2 Regiments of Foot* 


N. Amfricfiy under commodore lord ( olviHe 

1 Ship of . • 7 4\ 

7n 
66 
64 
60 
50 


12 


Jn the East Indies. 

4 Baitaiiops of Foot. 

Tolal: 3 Regiments, or 64 squadrons, of j 
Horse and Dragoons. . i 

97 Regiments, or 105 battalions, of Foot, j 
Besides these, Great Britain maintained j 
Ilanoverieny Hessian, and otht r Gemao j 
iiuxtli8ric% ilk the amonilt of 57,762.'^^ j 


Mediterranean, umltr vice-admiral Stiui.ders. 


1 Ship of 

2 
1 
3 
3 


90 

74 

64 10 

60 
50 


Total 


121 
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The total number of men employed 
in the army and navy, including militia 
and foreign troops, iu the year 1762, being 
the laet of the war, was 337,106. The ex- 
pense of maintaining this force was 18 
millions, or about 50/. per man. The num- 
ber of sailors and murines employed in the 
war was 184,893; of whom 1512 were 
k illed ; 1 33,7 OS died of disease, or missing ; 
remaining or discharged at the peace, 
49,673 . — Annuai HegUter^ vL, 50. 

The land and marine forces in 1745 (a 
year of war) were, in Britain, 30,502 ; in 
Vliinders, 27,999; in Ireland,.^ 9261 ; i 
Minorca, 4075 ; in Gibraltar, 4074 ; in the 
Plantations, 3661.-— Total, 79,572. 

According to an .\dmirHlty4ist (Chal- 
mers’s Kdimate 1 1 6, Eilit. 1804), the naval 
force in sea pay, July 19th, 1738, was 95 
ships and 2.3,618 men. ' 


For the service of 1760, parliament voted 
seventy thousand seamen ; and their wages, 
3,458,000/. 

! Ill 175.5 the royal navy of France con- 
sisted of 74 ships, carrying 5028 guns and 
j 43,620 men. 

I In the first five years of the war, from 
1 1755 to 1760, there were, 

Oy the French Navy. 

Ships. Guns, 
Taken . . 42 1706 

Destroyed , . 41 1730 

Casually lost . 16 786 

Of the English Navy, 

Ships. Guns. 
Taken • . .5 144 

Destroyed . . 4 72 

Casually lost • 13 644 


GKORGK III. A.D. 1760 to 1775. 

Thk coninienceinent of the new reign was signalized by an effort to 
rescue the executive from tlic thraldom of the aristocracy. William III. 
was a king of conditions, and the statesmen who negotiated his accession 
to tlie Ihiglish throne assiime<l, through the instrumentality of parliament, 
a co-parc(Miary in tlic regal oifice. From the revolnlion the crown had 
i*i used to exercise indcpemlcnt authority : not only was the bing’s income, 
hut tiie choice of his responsible servants, prescribed by the majorities of the 
Jloiisc of Commons. In consequence, the government became parliament- 
ary, and the monarchy lost not only its preponderance but co-ordinate 
authority in the constitution. 

Various reasons may l>c assigned for this devolution of political ]>ower. 
Tlif first and most important was, doubtless, that already alluded to, 
namely, the elective tenure, under which the ])rincc of Orange received 
the crown, and which he transmitted to his successors. The next was the 
foreiun interests and character <»f the sovereigns, from the revolution to the 
accession of George III. The poliev of king William was almost wholly 
continental ; he was nnquestionahly interested, in common with his English 
niinistcrs, in the maintenance of the Protestant settlement ; but England 
^^as chiefly valuable to him from the resources, in men and money, it ul- 
forded for the defence of the United Provinces against the ambitious 
encroachments of France With less motives, queen Anne followed tlic 
course of licr predecessor, but the }X)licy of her reign was determined by 
court intrigxies. On the accession of the family of Brunswick, the scene of 
continental interest was transferred from Holland to Hanover. A want of 
acquaintance with the English language and constitution disqualified the two 
first princes of this family from taking an active share in the government: 
provided the interests of the hereditary states were not compromised, .they 
to have been indifTcrent to the course of public policy ; and it vtus 
Tninistering to Gertnau connexions that the whigs, for halt a century, 
enjoyed uninterruptedly all the chief offices of state. 

-out the Hbaudonnicnt of the govcniinc|it eiitirely^U) this party did not 
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obviate every difficulty in the way of the executive. The whigs liad no 
sooner swept the field of their opponents, than, after the manner of con- 
querors, they quarrelled among th^selves. It was not upon any great 
question of national policy they were divided*: witlidhe Jacobites they dif- 
fered on the regal successioil, and with^the tories on religious toleration; 
but, witlr each other, they had no constitutional or administrative dis- 
agreements. Upon all points they were united, except as \o the division 
pf public employments. The Premiership being the capital prize, the 
chief point of contention was, whether Walpole, PelhaijiJ Pitt, Rockingham, 
Bedford, Grenville, or Grafton should be head of the Treasury. Every 
'ministerial change gaVe rise to new' disputes, intrigues"*, and confederacies, 
and the country sutfered, in the choice of its ministry, from the contlictive 
cabals of the aristocracy, the evils of an elective monarchy, with this ag- 
gravation, that they ^icere of more frequent occurrence than when depend- 
ent on the life of the sovereign. 

The accession of George III. presented many circumstances favourable 
to an attempt to rescue the government from t)iese aristocratic feuds. The 
title of the Brunsw ick family had ceased to be disputed by a rival house, 
and was no longer compelled to lean on the support of a ])arty. 'I'hc king 
himself came before the public under promising auspices. He had the 
advantage of his predecessors in not being an alien monarch. His character 
was without reproach ; all that was known of him was creditable ; his man- 
ners were free and popular, and he was too young to have formed binding 
ties with any section of politicians. Moreover, the events of the last tifty 
years had lessened the confidence of the ])eoplc in the men who had en- 
grossed the government. Their principles were progressive, their practices 
stationary or retrograde : for many breaches had been made in the consti- 
tution, but no repairs. The public debt and expenditure had increased ; 
exhausting continental wars had been waged under every imaginable pre- 
text ; and a standing army become a constant part of the peace establish- 
ments. In struggles fur power they professed jiopular maxims, which were 
openly belied immediately they had served their temporary purpose. To 
gratify selfishness and ambition, not ser\c their prince or country, seeinal 
the main object > and this w us not the course of subalterns only, but chiefs 
of party — Walpole, Pulteney, Sundys, and Carteret, down to Pitt and Cam- 
den — all pursuing the same vacillating round, first of patriotism, and, when 
that had served its turn, graduating from the politi(Jnl arena as courtly 
placemen or pensioned jjeers. 

‘.A change, therefi^e, might be an inipruveinent. The arbitrary' will ot 
the monarch might be a less evil than the venal distractions of faction. 
But the ex])eriment entirely failed. The carl of Bute, who is supposed to 
have been the author, and who undertof»k the initiation, of the new' system, 
was totally unqualifrd h r the undertaking. He was without political in- 
fluence or connexio. ; unac(|uaintcd with official life ; had no parliamentary 
abilities or interest: his prfnciples were arbitrary; his manners cold, 
haughty, reserved and pcdaiuici and he was only known to the public as 
the favourite, or confidential adviser, of the princess dowager of Wa^es, ibc 
king’s mother. That the English nobility could ^ be driven from their 
usurpation by such impotent agency, it augured greaUiivailt of capacity in 
the projectors to expect. The bar^ effort seems to have excited ns much 
contemni as indignation, and the heads of the political clans united 
^ promptly against the intrusion of the Bcojltsh parvenu as the barons against 
the Spensers in the reign of Edward 11. 
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The time, too, chosen for this coup d^etat was unsuitably. At the pe- 
riod of the accession there was a vigorous, united, and talented adminis- 
tration. The country had loyg been ki a stat6 of unexampled prosperity. 
Mr. Pitt was tlie minister of the people, and, |fter brilliant triumphs, had 
brought the war to the point of successful, termination. Abruptly to sup- 
plant him and his colleagues intimated a design, either to reap the laurels 
which pthers had won, or an impatient desire to test the force of the royal 
will under the new syfetem. The result will be seep in the Events and 
Occurrences, and also the rapid scenes of official mutations which followed, 
till the government ^ttlad, for a long term, in the hands of lord North. 

Upon the short-lived ministry of the earl of Bute one remark may be 
oll’ercd. So far as'his scheme of government was developed it seemed an 
attempt to revive the leading principles of sir Robert AValpole’s adminis- 
tration. The precipitancy with which the Peace of Paris was concluded 
showed that his lordship inclined to a non-interfering and pacific foreign 
])olicy. At home, public opinion was to be moulded by a hired press, and 
the legislature by corru])tionl The king was to choose his ministers as 
the royal pleasure or court favouritisBi dictated, independent of popular or 
parliamentary control. No support seems to have been sought from party 
combinations ; and, in tliis, the course of Bute differed from that of Wal- 
])ole, wly was always ready to buy off* or attach to himself political leaders. 
In short, Bute contcmplalc<l <hc introduction of a narrow scheme of arbi- 
trary power. It held out no invitation to popular support, afforded no 
wider guarantee against the abuse of the executive or legislative autho- 
rity. For the despotism of the ariajtocracy he sought to introduce tiie 
despotism of the sovereign ; for thotintrigues and scrambles of faction, the 
intrigues and scrambles of (‘ourtiers. 

Tiic failure of lord Bute’s jdan of close government bad the 
uMial consequence of failures — it made matters worse tlian be- 
fure. After liis retirement the kiiuc was Ictl entirely at the mercy 
of tin; factions. He .sent for Mr. Pitt, who told him that public af- 
fairs conhl not be carried ('ll without ‘Mhc (j real families who had supported 
the iev(»lution government, and other great ))ersons, of whose integrity and 
abiliti(‘s the nation had had cxpi riencc.” This was said when Mr. Pitt 
was co-operating with the “ great families but subsccpiently, when this 
aspiring statesman had become, minister and fallen out with the “ groat 
lainilies,” we find him exclaiming to lord E<ig('cumbe, I despise your 
parliamentary interest ! Ido not want your assistance I'*’ Adding, that 
“trusted to the uprightness of his measures for the support and confi- 
de nee of the King, and the favoui* and attachment of the ])ei»ple ; and that, 
s^cting upon these principles, ho (lared look in the fact' of the proudest con- 
nexions in the country^.*’ Tlir difficulties of the king in forming a minis 
resulted from the limited number of enqiloyments in bis gift ; having 
only one premiership and a definite number cf sect clary ships, &c., to dis- 
pose of, they were often insnfficieiU U» satisfy the several leaders and their 
adherents. In consequence, they c^imrrcllcd about the divisipn of them ; the 
discontented refused to f o-operate with their more fortmiate rivals— w ithheld 
their parliamentary support, cavilled at their measures, exaggerated to the 
people their defects, Represented th<^ cour^ to be swayed by an imaginary 
sycret influence, and by the aid of the press, by pam]>hlct-writing, eabal- 
tnisrcpresenting, and every athcr/ spet'ics of liosiile nachinathm ana 
‘^^'I'oyance, never ceased ig thwart aiicl oppose till the obuo.vious admin* 



<164 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


istration was overthrown. It was in this manner Mr. Pitt opened a way 
for Jiis own elevation, by keeping aloof from the Rockingham ministry, 
and the followers of this nobleman destroyed the second ministry of Pitt by 
retaliating upon him his own political tactics. 

Just before the formation of the Rockingham ministry the king appears 
to have been in extreme perplexity to find a body of men to carry on the 
government of the country. His majesty’s private wish* was to keep some 
of his own friends’* about him ; the earl of Northumberland, in particular, 
he had fixed upon as the head of the Treasury. To this, neither Pitt, 
Bedford, nor Grenville would accede : lord Bute’s son-in-law was to be 
fixed in a subordinate office, his brother Mackenzie to be removed from the 
privy-seal of Scotland, the marquis of Qranby to be placed at the head of 
the army, and the favourite not be allowed to interfere openly or covertly 
in state affairs. Against these terms the king stood out some time, but 
his taskmasters were too closely confederated to allow him to escape, and he 
was ultimately obliged to submit. Horace Walpole, writing to lord Ilertfoid 
on the clo§e of this ministerial crisis, says, “ You have more than once seen 
your old master (George II.) reduced to surrender up his closet to a cabal, 
but never w'ith such ci|f, cum stances of insult, indignity, and humiliation.” 

It is a remarkable featpre of the factious squabbles which embarrassed 
the executive^ that they were kept up by men of tht same ])olitical creed. 
The tories had only held power for short intervals since the revolutioii, 
and never qnce since the accession of the Hanoverian family. '^I'hc w lugs 
had the government exclusively to themselves, and the several sections into 
which they were divided were agreed upon all great constitutional ques- 
tions — upon all questions of foreign policy — u])oii the supj)ort of the esta- 
blished church, and the toleration of the dissenters — in short, upon ail 
fundamental points, — they differed only as to the allocation of oj/irf* and 
•proJit. Their quarrels from this cause produced constant official move- 
ments; in the six years from the dismissal of Mr. iA‘ggc there were 523 
changes of places, outs and and in the first ten years of this n igr. 

there were seven distinct administrations. First, the ministry of Mr. Pitt, 
with which the reign began. Secondly, the ministry of lord Bute, which 
abruptly terminated after concluding the Peace of Paris. Next followed 
the ministry of Mr. George Grenville, who, xvith the earls of Egremout and 
Halifax, and Mr. Fox (afterwards lord Holland), were supjioscd to rejire- 
sent the Bute interest. Under this ministry originated the perplexing 
questions of the legality of general w'arrants — whether privilege of parlia- 
ment extended to libel- -the regency bill — and the right of the mother 
country to tax the American colonics. It was followed by the ministry nf 
the marquis of Rockingham. Soon after the formation of the Rockiiigiiarn 
ministry it sustained a great loss in the death of the duke of Cunibcrlaiid, 
who had been principally instmmental in bringing them into power, and 
who formed one of their chief supports^ both with the king and the nation. 
Their next^mbarrasiment was the perpetual one of colonial affairs. They 
brought forward a bill to repeal the stamp-duty imposed by their prede 
cesiors, but accuinpanied by the uncalled-for aggravation of another, decla- 
ratory of the entire legislative supremacy of the British parliament. After 
vainly endeavouring to strengthen themselves by the co-operation of Mr. 
Pitt, they were supplanted by that haughty and untractablc statesman, who 
aucceeded in forming what Mr. Burke termed his “ Mosaic administration.’* 

* Annual Rrgivter for 1*66. 



OEORGK Iir. A.D. 17C0 to 1775. 403 

'I'he lustre of the second ministry of Mr. Pitt (now earl of Chatham) was 
very inferior to the first. He lost his popularity with the people hy the 
acceptance of a peerage, and his powerful friends were disgusted by hii 
ambitious manoeuvres to reach the premiership. Lord Chesterfield de- 
scribed the blunder of his eleyatioii as “ a fall vp stairs^*^ and prophesied 
that in a year he would ‘‘ enjoy perfect oiiura cum di^nilate,’^ During a 
great part of this ministry lord Chatham was disabled, by illness, from 
takiiig an active part in public jjfFairs, which devolved on his colleagues. 
The two mainjiubjecls agitated were, the embargo on the ex])ort of corn, 
imposed by an order of council, and the fatal resolutions introduced by Mr. 
I'ownshcnd (June 2iid, 1167), imposing duties upon glass, tea, and other 
articles, imported into America, which rekindled the flame of insurrection 
in the culonfes, and eventually led to their severance from the parent state. 
J'hc scheme of raising a revenue in America is said to have been resolved 
on by ministers without consulting lord Chatham, the nominal head of the 
cabinet. Ilis continued indisposition having rendered some changes in tlie 
cabinet unavoidable', the king wrote to him in July, for his advice; to 
which his lordship returned a verbal answer, — “That such was his ill state 
of health that his majesty must not expect from him any advice or assistance 
in any arrangements whatsoever.^* AftQr the usual preliminary nego- 
tiations, hargiunings, offers, and rejections, the sixth or Grafton minis- 
try was completed, w^hich continued till the beginning of the year 1770. 
American affairs, the Middlesex election, and the arbitrary votes of the 
Commons, declaring the election of Mr. Wilkes void, and that gentle- 
man ineligible to a scat in parliament, formed the perplexing subjects 
of the dukc*& government. The last, in particular, created very general 
dissatisfaction, as a most unconstitutional stretch of parliamentary 
jirivilege. In his two years’ exile from ofiicc, the health of Chatham had 
liceii unexpectedly restored, and, though Grafton was his avowed dis- 
ciple, he did not hesitate to place himself in the foremost rank of oppo- 
sition, seizing every popular ^)pic of excitement, and flaming away in 
tlic full freshness of juvenile patriotism. Public discontents were further 
augmented hy the powerful pen of JuNirs, who at this time made his ap- 
]»earaucc, and assailed, with unscrupulous bitterness, malignity, and force, 
the Grafton ministry. The duke’s embarrassments were finally consummated 
by tlie coiiduct of lord-chancellor Camden, who voted agjiinst him on tlie 
ministerial address, and appears to have been the immediate cause of liis 
grace’s resignation. It was followed by the ministry of lord North, which 
subsisted twelve years, and terminated the struggles of the “ great families’* 
for the premiership. 

I he establislunciit of lord North’s ministry, in 1770, forms an epoch in 
the history cf party. Dy it the wings lost the monopoly of power, which 
fbey <lid not recover till sixty years after. The aristocratic pressure, which 
the king had vainly tried to remove at the beginniug of his reign, was f|iii- 
f-Uy removed hy the course of cTcnti. Popular excitement subsided, and 
an entire change at once came over the ]mblic mind. * The reasons for tliis 
issue are not diflicult to discoter. Bv the appointment of a ucw man to 
the lieiul of the Treasury the apple of discord was abstracted, and Grenville, 
Rockingham, Chatham, and Bedford appear to have been less hioi tided at 
the aw’ard of this prize to a stranger to their divisions than to one of them- 
selves. I’he second reason w’as the new tone assumed at the royal court. 
Attempts were made to keep up national discontents hy procuring addresses 
and remonstrances to the throne, especially from the city ol • these 
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were received either with dignified silence or met with a gentle rebuke, 
by whicli .happy union of temper, firmness, and moderation, the public 
mind was tranquillized and even conciliated. 

But the third and most influential cause of political quietude w^as the 
absolute paucity of questions of real national interest. Upon reflection, the 
turmoil of the preceding tea years must have appeared little better than an 
illusion, or at least without adequate occasion. The protracted affair of 
Mr. Wilkes had apparently originated in the struggles of a clever but pro- 
fligate man for notoriety or better circumstances. Upon the great question 
of taxing the American colonies there was a general coincidence of opinion, 
both in the nation and legislature. The populace expressed no sympathy 
with the claim of the Bostonians to be exempt from the fiscal jurisdiction 
of parliament; neither does it appear there were many addresses in their fa- 
vour from the county freeholders, nor the great commercial and municipal 
bodies of the kingdom. Among the chief political leaders there were shades 
of difference, which may be ascribed to their position, as they happened to 
be members or not of the government, but there hardly seems to have been 
a substantive disagreement. When Mr. Grenville first introduced his pro- 
position for a stamp-duty, general Conway (the brother of lord Uertfoid) 
was the only meml)er of the Commons who explicitly denied the right of 
pari: am eqt to tax the colonics: but subsequently, when general Conway 
was secretary of state, he himself introduced a resolution, declaring the 
British parliament to have full power and authority to make laws and sta- 
tutes of sr.fiiciont force and validity to bind the colonics m o// cdKes wlnil- 
soever.'^ Jjord Chatham, in terms equally general and conclusive, 
concurred in the legislative supremacy of parliament, but in the debate on 
the address (Jan, 1 Uh, 1706) drew the metaphysical distinction, that 
“Taxation is no i)art of the governing or legislative power,*’— a dociiine 
wdiicli seems to liave hud no higher constitutional authority than the par- 
liamentary privilege of an exclusive right in the Commons to originate 
inoney-biils. I/)r(l Lvttleton was in favour of the right of taxation ; and 
the duke of Grafton affirmed the Americans were as liable to he taxed as 
any man in Britain. The party to which lord Shelburne and colonel 
Barre belonged withheld any decided opinion ; they were understood to 
admit the right, but de])rccatcd unnecessarily agitating constitutional ques- 
tions. The opinion of George HI., it is generally known, was no exception 
to that of liis successive ministries, the parliament, and the nation. 

It may be concluded, ihen, that neither religion, the aflair of W ilkes, nor 
lifferences on the course of American policy, had any share in the party 
dissensions which marked the commencement of the jiresent reign. Th.i ir 
source must be sought in personal considerations only. Upon the treat 
American question there could liardly he then, any more than now, any 
ground for divisions. The right of taxation was as indisputable as the 
right of resistance. Unrepresented Boston or Baltimore had no greater 
claim to exemption from parliamentary government than unrepresented 
Birmingham or Manchester. They participated in the advantages of the 
general governn eat of the mother country, and were equally bound to 
contribute to its general expenditure. But it does not follow that they 
were always to remain in a state of minority and dependence. If they had 
the power and were competent to the task of self-government, they had an 
unquestionable right to its benefits, and to make the experiment. 

The movements of party excepted, the other eventa«.and occurrences of 
the first period of the reign of George III. do not call for preliminary eluci- 
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datioii. These are of importance, not only from the light they cast on the 
motives of public characters, but from the fact that the two state factions, at 
the time of North’s ministry, assumed those relations which they almost 
uninterruptedly maintained till the great reform of the representation, under 
William IV. From the era of the Orange revolution the tories and the church 
had been tlirown into what may be termed an unnatural position ; owing to 
their attachment to the Stuarts they were driven from court, and the whigs 
and dissenters were looked upon as the stedfast supporters and faithful ad- 
visers of the crown. All prospect, however, of restoring the exiled family 
having vanished, the Jacobites became gradually reconciled to the house 
of Brunswick, and assumed that place and prepoudcrancy in tlie councils 
of the monarch for which, from their principles of passive loyalty, un- 
changcableness, and courtly subserviency, they seem more appropriately 
suited than their opponents. 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1760. Or/. 20. Gkoiiok III. proclaimed 
kill*'. Being born June 4th, 1738, he had 
L* Jinplcted his twenty-secoml year, and was 
gr.iiidsoii of the late king, and son of 
Frederick prince of Wales, and of August i 
princess of Saxe Gotha. Having lived in 
privacy, little was known of the person and 
character of the new .snvereign. On the 
de.itli of his father in 1751, his education 
had been intrusred to the earl of Ilarcouit 
and the bishop (»f Norwich, but the forma- 
tion of his character was inaten.iUy iuflu- 
eiiced by the maternal a.scendancy of the 
princess dow.iger, who in her turn was m- 
Hueiiced by the councils of the earl of Bute. 
His first entrance into public life made a 
f.ivonrahli; impression, as appears from the 
tesiimoiiy of contemporary observers. lie 
had a great atlvantage over his prerlecessor'^. 
in gre.iter atrihility of manner, and in be- 
ing acrpiainted wiili the language, habits, 
and institutions of the Kngiuh. Mr. Wal- 
pole gives the following description of the 
first tip|)eara<tce of (reorge III. : — “ Fur ihe 
king him.self, he seems all good-natun-, 
'vislimg to satisfy every body ; all his 
speeches are obliging. 1 saw him again 
yestenlay, and wnis surprised to tin<l the 
levee- room had lO't Si» tiitirely Ihe air of 
the lion’s den. This sovereign don't T^tuiul ii\ 
one Spot, with his eyes fixed royally on Ih.e 
ground, and dropping hits of German news : 
he walks about and speaks to every liixly* I 
saw him afterwards on the throne, whore 
he is graceful and genteel, sits with dignity. 
Hod rends his answers to addresses well.'* — 
yLord OrforfVt IVorkt, vi. 222.) Acconi- 
ing to lord VValdegrave, as quoted by Mr. 
Cooke, the king possesseri ** abilities wfiicli, 
though not excellent, wanted only a proper 
cnltivatiuii to be tolerable : he was honest, 
hut nut generous ; religious, but not chari- 
table ; willing to act justly* but not active 
to discover what was just ; indifferent t»> 
pleasure, but averse to business ; not violent 


in his resentments, hut moody, sullen, and 
iinf»rgiving towards tho.se who provoked or 
incorn d his displeasure.” — (^Hisiort/ of Par- 
ty^ li. 39.S.) Oii his majesty’s accession 
the n ntunal head of the administration was 
the duke of Newcastle. He was consider- 
ed the leader of the whig party, and dur- 
ing a periorl of forty years had filleil a 
high situation in the couit and the cabinet. 
Neither in temper nor ability was he first- 
rate. The presiding genius of the cabinet 
was Mr. Pitt, principal secretary of state. 
Ilis connexion with Frederick prince of 
Wales, lus vehement opposition to Walpole 
and German measures, long made him an 
object of dislike to George II,, hut his su- 
perior talents at length opened a way i: t,) 
the royal councils. According to the cur- 
rent expression of the day, he took the 
cahinei hy storm, and from that moment a 
new aspect was given to public affairs. Mr. 
Fox, paymaster of the forces, was an able 
mao of business and much respect* d, hut 
wanted the commanding eloquence of Pitt. 
— (Ailo^phus's History of the Reign of 
George III, i. 9.) The chief remaining 
members of the administration were lord- 
keeper, afterwards lonl chancelh>r. North- 
ington ; lord Carteret, president of the conn- 
cii ; the rliikeof Devonshire, lord chamber- 
lain; Mr. l..e.rge, chancellor of the Exche- 
quer; lord Ausoti, first lord of theAdmir.ii- 
ty ; and lord I Iolderne.sse, secretary »d stu'e. 

27. John earl of Bute, and the doke 
of York, the king's eldest brother, sworn 
members of the privy council. 

29. Mr. Maskelyne sent to St. Helena, and 
Mr. Mason to Bencoolen. to observe the 
transit of Wiiu.s over the sun, June h, 

1 76 1. Three astronomers were sent from 
France, by the French king, for the same 

31. First stone of Blackfriars-hrid go laid. 

Royal proclamation against vice and 
profuneiwss. 



BRITISH cuiiONOLoar. 


403 


Aor. 3. Bloody battle near To rgau, be- 
tween the Prussians and Austrians. 

7. Di'termined in the King’s-bench 
court that St. Luke’s hospital is not liable 
tor poor-rate. 

11. The body of the late king interred 
in king Henry VJI.’s chapel. 

14. Mr. Vansittart deposed the Mir Jaf- 
and appointed the Nabob’s soii-in-iaw 

in his room. 

15, Parliament opened by the king 
with a popidar speech. “ Born and edu- 
cated ill this country,” said his majesty, “ I 
glory in the name of Briton.” Tlie flourish- 
ing ^tate of the kingdom, the brilliant .suc- 
cesses of the war, and the extinction of inter- 
nal divisions, were acknowledged. The ■ 
sii])port of the ‘‘ Protestant interest,*' the 
indepcnilence of onr friends, and a “ safe | 
and honourable peace,” were declared to be i 
the ends of the war. 

‘21. The king visits Drury-lane theatre 
to see Richard III. The house was filled 
before three o'clock. 

Dec. 9. Royal assent given to an act for 
fixing the king’s civil-list at the clear an- 
nual sum of 800,000/. 

27. Proclamation for a general fast. 

The winter unusually mild, 
lieer brewed in London, 97o,2 17 barrels. 
Annua I. Ouituauy. — P hilip, prince of 
llohenloe Schilliugsfurst, 96 ; the oldest 
prince in Europe. 

Mr. \Varner of Rotherbithe, 86 ; a cele- 
brated hortic'idturist, and first planter of 
the Burgundy grapes in England. 

Thomas Wishart of Annaiidale, 124; 
he had chewed tobacco from seven years 
old to his death. 

Thomas Devisme, 102 ; an eminent wea- 
ver. 

In Silesi.a, Nicholas Lewis of Zinzen- 
dorf, 60 ; the founder of the sect of Mo- 
ravians. 

Lady Amelia Butler, 100 ; sister to the 
duke of Ormond, and last survivor of that 
family. 

London Bim.s oi' MonTAi.iTY. — Christ- 
enings, 14,951. Burials, 19,830. Died 
under two years of age, 6S38. Decreased 
in the burials this year, 226. 

Di$ea»ee . — Abortive and still-born, OOS; 
aged, 15')8 ; apoplexy and sudden. 217; 
asthma, 385 ; canr* r. 48 ; consumption, 
3776 j convulsions, 5230 ; dropsy, 7.-8 ; fe- 
vers, 2136 ; measles, 175 ; miscarriage, 3; 
small-pox, 2187 ; t etb, /b6 ; lunatic, 63 ; 
mortification, 172. 

Ciitua/tiet. — Bit by mad «logs, 2; burnt, 

7 ; bruised, 2 1 drowned, 99 ; executed, 4 ; 
frozen to death, 2 ; killed by falls and other 
accidents, 65 ; suicides, 20 ; overlaid, 14 ; 
scalded, 7 ; smothered, 1 ; suffocated, 7 ; 
found dead, 3; excessive drinking, 6. 

1761. Jliit. 1 i. The ground from Moor- 


gate to Ciipplegate, 1000 feet in lengthy 
sold for building, at 7s. a-fout. 

24. The additional doty of 3 j. per bar- 
rel on beer at above 6s. per barrel took 
effect. 

FeA. II. A usurer cast at Guildhall for 
300/., having exacted six guineas to dis- 
count 100/. lor six weeks. 

Afar. 9. At Hexham, 100 persons were 
killed and wounded in a riot on account of 
the militia ballot. 

18. Thanks of the commons voted to 
Mr. Onslow, on liis retirement from the 
speukershij), an office he had filled tor 
thirty years, in five successive ])a»liainents. 
A pension was granted him of 3000/. a-year 
for his own life and that of his son, after- 
wards liOrd Onslow. 

19. Royal assent given to an act for 
continuing the commissions of the Jiulgi^s, 
notwithstanding a demise of the crown. 
It was intended to promote their independ- 
ence, as legally their commissions expired 
on the king's death. 

2 1 . Parliament dissolved. 

22. Mr. Legge, chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, dismissed, and viscount B.'irrington 
appointed his successor. Mr.Legge's dismis- 
sal is said to have un.*^eu from his refusal, 
two years before, to supixirt a nominee of 
Lord Bute and the piiiice of Wales, as can- 
didate fitr the representation of Hampshire. 

25. Thu earl of Holdfinesse, one of 
the secretaries of state, resigned, and lord 
Bute appointed to succeed him. 

il/oy 31. For a wager, an ass made to 
go 100 miles in 21 hours at NeW'inurket. 

Ju/te 29. Ciiy-roud opened from Isling- 
ton. 

Se/j/. 8. Marriage of the king to the 
princess Charlotte of Mccklenburgh-Stre- 
litz, second daughter of ihe late duke. 

22. Coronation of their inajcstieK. 

25. Their majesties vi»it Covent Gai den 
theatre, to see the liegrfaFa Oftern. witli 
which the queen appeared much pleased. 

30. A distemper at Toulon, which in 
two months cariied offone-tiiird of the in- 
habitants. 

Or/. 5. Mr. Pitt resigned the foreign 
secretaryship, and was succeedeil by lord 
Kgreinont. Four ilays after, earl Temple 
resigned the privy-seal, and was succeede<l 
by the duke of Bedford. They had pro- 
posed to declare war against Spain, whicli 
was opposed by the earl of Bute and Ihe 
rest of the ministers, and the king agrecti 
with the majority. On resigning, Mr. I'ljt 
received a pension of 3000/. a-year for bis 
own life and that of his son and wife, cre- 
ated baroness of Chatham. 

22. Thanks of the common-council 
voted to Mr. Pitt. 

Sept. ^10. Auto dtt ft at Lisbon. There 
were fifty-four criminals, including three 
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in effigy. Father Maligrida was the only 
person burnt for writing heretical hooks. 

Niw.3. New parliament met. Sir John 
Cust unanimously chosen speaker. 

9. Tiieir inajesties diiie at Guildhall. 

Price of beer raised to 3^(i. per quart. 

Annu Ai.OiiiTu AUY. — Dr. Sherlock, binhop 
of London, 82. Dr. Hoadly, bishop of 
Winchester, 85. Father Charlevoix, the 
celebrated Jesuit missionary. Richard 
Nash, master of the ceremonies, Bath, 87. 
Tiiomas Simpson, 51, master of Woolwich 
Military Academy ; an able and self-taught 
mathematician. 

1 762. Jan. 4. War declared against Spain. 

15. Two assassins, who endeavoured to 
force their way into the apartments of the 
king of France, killed the guards that op> 
posed them, and escaped undiscovered. 

18. Spain declared war against England. 

The roof of the Opera-house at Rome 
fell in during the time of perfurinauce, 
aud killed and wounded G6 persons, among 
them the prince d'Asti and the princess 
Burghese. 

fVi, Marine Society'since its establish- 
ment iiail collected and equipped 9U63 men 
and boys. 

15. An embargo laid on all shipping. 

*24. Great hurricane and fall of snow. 
Nearly fifty people, in the open fields niid 
on heaths, perished in thetemiiest. It blew 
down many hou.ses, chimneys, and tree.s ; 
and several whales were driven on the Es- 
sex and Kentish coasts. 

‘26. Old Bailey sessions a maiden one. 

Afar, (). Cock-lane ghost detected. 

1 2. A general fast-day. 

The Smallpox-hospital ascertained that 
the lives of 139.652 persons in a million were 
saved by inoculation. 

yipr, 5. Granada surrenders to the 
British, 

7. Peace concluded hetwoen Russia and 
Piussia, and between Prussia and Sweden. 

Royal assent given to a bill for train- 
ing the militia, which amounted to 3U,S 10 
men. 

27. Lord Halifax suppresses the Irish 
Icvt'llers. 

2'.). Published in the university of Mos- 
cow, Cornrhtti JVepoit, in Latin, being the 
first classical l>ook that ever came from 
the Russian press. 

30. Royal warrant issued for estabiish- 
ing a professorship of the belles-lettri*s in 
tlie university of Edinburgh. Dr. Hugh 
Blair appointed the first professor, with a 
salary of 70/, 

May 5. Jesuits expelled France. 

*29. The duke of Newcastle having re- 
signed, lord Bute was ap|K)iuted first lord 
ot the treasury, and heail of the adminis- 
tratioi). Ills grace declined a protteri'd 
pension, with iha remark that, if he could 


no longer serve, he would not burden, his 
country. 

June 15. Spain declared war against 
Portugal. 

17. Lady-fair, in Southwark, discon 
tinned. 

Ju/y 5. Determined at Guildhall that 
dissenters are not liable to serve the office 
of sheriff. 

9. Peter III., of Russia, dethroned, and 
his consort declared reigning empress, by 
the name of Catherine 11. 

Tumults at Manchester and in Stailbrd- 
shire, occasioned by the high price of corn. 

12. Dr. Johnson receives his pension fur 
the first time. 

At/y. 12. PuiNCB OK Wales Born. — The 
queen was delivered by Mrs. Draper, Dr. 
Hunter waiting in the next room, to lend 
assistance if necessary. The archbishop of 
Canterbury was present in the queen's apart- 
ment, and the iluke uf Devonshire aud eight 
other lords in an adjoining room with tlie 
door open. (JEdinburyh Review j xxiii. 449.) 
The public accouchement of her majesty 
is intended to preclude any doubt as to 
the legitimacy of the heir to the throne. 
The person that waited tn the king with 
the news of the birth of a prince re- 
ceived a present of a 500/. bank noic. 

14. iiavannah taken by lord Albe- 
marle aud admiral Pococke, 

21. Died, aged 72, the celebrated Lady 
Mary Worti.ky Montaou, the daughter 
uf Evelyn duke of Kiug»ton, by his wife 
Mary Kidding, the daughter of the earl of 
Denbigh. Lady Mary had only arrived in 
England in 1701, on a visit to her daughter, 
the counte.ss of Bute, after an absence on 
the Continent of 22 years. She was a wo- 
man of an uucuinmuii oider, independent 
in thought and action, and uf excellent 
aense. Her “ Letters'* ate generally known ; 
but some of her portraits seem drawn with 
a freedom nune german to her own cha- 
racter than that of her contemporaries. 

Sept. 10. The duke de Nivernois, the 
French ambassador, arrived in London. 
The duke slept at Canterbury, and the 
innkeeper’s bill in the morning, fur twelve 
^Hjrsons, was 53/. 10». 8</. 

‘29. William Beckford chosen lord-mayor. 

30. At a piiblic-bouse in Stafi'orii shire, 
the lauol.idy'tt daughter, hut twelve yeais 
and a few months old, was lately hrouglu 
to bed of a fine boy, which she had by nor 
broihvM-, aged 15. They had been bod- 
feUoxvs fiom their infancy. 

Aon. 3. Pkack okFontainkhi-eai’.-— The 
preliminary articles of peace between Iraiice 
and England were .signed by the duke oi 
Bedford at I'oiitainohleau. By the articles 
we gave up nothing wo possessed at the 
coinineiiceiiient of tlie war, and obtained 
Canada from France, and Honda from 
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Spain. Our conquests in the East Indies naitted to gaol for having a child by liia 
were restored to the French, but we re- own granddiiughter of 17. 
tained Senegal in Africa^ and several West 31. A parliamentary grant of 5000/. to 
India islands. Mr. Hari ison, for his time- piece for ascer- 


125. Parliament met. Upon the articles 
of peace being laid before it^ Mr. Fox, the 
ministerial leader of the commons, defended 
them against the attacks of Mr. Pitt, who 
had not recovered the popularity he had 
lost by the acceptance of a pension. A vote 
of approval of the peace was earned by 310 
to 65. Unexampled parliamentary curruj)- 
tioii is alleged to have been employed on 
this occasion. Places in the royal household 
were needlessly multiplied, pensions lavishly 
granted, and 25,000/., in bank-notes of 
100/. each, distributed to the members in ' 
one da}’ ; the only stipulation of ministers 
being, Give ua your vote!'^ (Almon's 
Anecdotes of the Life of the Earl of Chat- 
ham, i. 347. — Wraxall’s Memoirs of his 
Own Time.) According to the«same au- 
thorities, the press also was bribed. Smol- 
lett, Mallet. Francis Home, and Murphy, 
were the chief insiruments employed. 

20. Peter Aimett sentenced to stand 
twice in the pillory, and to be kept to hard 
labour in Bridewell for one year, for writ- 
ing “ The Free Enquirer.** Mr. Annett, 
wno had been educated a dissenting minis- 
ter, had made hiiiiself oi)iioxion8 by his 
“ History of the Man after God*8 own 
Heart,’* occasioned by a comparison made 
by Dr, Chandler between (xcoige II., then 
just deceased, and king David. 

Dec, 1. Coals bbs. per chaldron. 

The kino’s .state-coach, whicli was finish- 
ed this year, cost 7,562/. 4.v. 3ii. 

1763. Jan. 1. The joint eulerpiise of 
England and Portugal ag.iinst tlie Spanish 
settlement of Buenos Ajres tail>, from the 
the commodore’s ship having uccideutally 
caught fire. 

25. A riot at Drury-lane tii* atre, the 
managers having refu.se<l to admit fur half- 
price at the end of the tnird act. 

Feb. A gentleman at Weniworih, with a 
lens of ice, tired gunpowder and linen at a 
^ocal distance of seven feet. 

23. At Guildhall the Socu:!y for the Re- 
formation of Maiiiieis was cast in 300/. 
damages, for inipiuper behaviour to the 
landlady of the Riiuniier-tavern, Chaiicery- 
lano. They apjn alid to the Coinmoii-pleas, 
but the court afiirmea the verdict. 

24. Riot at Coveiit- garden theatre, the 
managers having d nianaed full prices, 
durini; the who/e pciformanctt of ^iriu- 
jrerjres. 

8. At Algiers the Christian s7 .ves, to the 
inimber of 4000, rose against their guards 
to massacre them. 

Maf, 22. Peace proclaimed in London. 

24. A labouring man at Ossington, in 
Nottiaghamihire, upwards of 80, was com- 


turning the longitude at sea. 

Apr, 3. All the gibbets on the Edgewarc- 
road, on which many malefactors were hung 
ill chdins, cut down by unknown persoiii. 

4. A man who stood in the pillory at 
Bow, for sodomy, killed by the mob. 

8. RsTlliaMKNT OF LOKD Bo'iE. — The 
earl of Bute suddenly resigned his office of 
first lord of tiie treasury, and withdrew 
into private life. Mr. George Grenville suc- 
ceeded him, but no change of measures at- 
tended his resignation. Almost the only 
supporter of the earl was the king. In the 
cabinet, in parliament, uiid in the country, 
he stood almost alone. In a letter to a 
friend, explaining the reasons of his retire- 
ment, he says, “ Single in a cabinet of iny 
own forming — no aid in the house of lorils 
to support me except two peers (lords Den- 
bigh and PomiVet), both the secretaries of 
state silent, uiid the lurd-chief-jiistiee, whom 
1 brought myself into office, voting for me, 
but speaking against me, — the ground I 
tread upon is so hollow, that I am afraiil, 
not only of fulling myself, but of involving 
my royal master in my ruin. It is time for 
me to retire.” — i^.'idolphus's fhst, of/hn /{e>yn 
of George 111.) Before this, the several sec- 
tions of the opposition had coalesced, ami 
commenced giving weekly dinners at each 
other’s houses, ’fhe notion that the influ- 
ence of the earl continued long after his re. 
tirement — that he formed that influence 
behind the throne greater than the throne 
itseif” — seems to have been a popular de- 
lusion, encouraged for factious pur|H}ses. It 
was only suspected, never supporteil by 
any proof; and general Conway, while 
secretary of state, denied that he had ever 
“ seen, felt, or discovered” any such iiifln- 
ence. I'he facts seem correctly stated in a 
letter written October,' 17 78, by lord Mount- 
Stuart, the earl of Bute’s son ; and which 
has the following explicit declaration : — 
** He (lord Bute) does therefore authorize 
me to H.iy, that he declares upon his solemn 
word of honour that he has nut had the 
honour of waiting on his majesty but at his 
levee or drawing-room; nor has he pre- 
sumed to offer an oilvice or opinion con- 
cerning the fiisposition of offices, or the 
conduct of mea^ures, cither directly or in- 
directly, by hitiiself or any other, trom the. 
time when the late duke of Cuinherland 
was consulted in the arrangement of a mi- 
nistry in 1763, to the present hour.” (Cutn- 
panion to the Newspaper i No. 36, article — 
** Changes of Administration and History of 
Parties.”) 

16. Mr. Fox maifo a peer, by the title 
of lord Holland. 
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20. An informaUon granted in the court 
of King*8-bench against the printers and 
publishers of the North Briton^ a periodical 
paper, which had become notorious for its 
unmeasured attacks on lord Bute’s ud> 
ministration. It had been allowed to pass 
unnoticed till in the 45th number the kin^ 
was charged with uttering a falsehood in 
the royal speech. 

30. Mr. John Wilkes, M.P. for Aylesbury, 
arrested under the authority of a general 
warrant issued by lord Halifax, principal 
secretary of state, against the authors, 
printers, and publishers of the North Briton, 
His house was entered nt night by three 
messengers, his pa))er8 searched, and him- 
self committed to the Tower. 

May 4. Mr. Wilkes deprived of the 
colonelcy of the Kuckinghamshire militia. 

6, Mr. Wilkes, having applied to the 
Oominoti-pleas for a habeas-curpus, was this 
<lay discharged, under the direction of 
chiei-jiisiice Pratt, on the ground that his 
committal for a libel was in violation of his 
parliamentary privilege. 

Lady Molesworih's house in Upper 
Brook-street buiut. Her ladvshij), her bro- 
iher, her second and third daughters, and 
four or live seivants, pi-rished in the flames. 

2'». The meiropoiis divided into magis- 
terial divisions, for the better adminisira- 
ti'oi of justice. 

June 5. The king of France allows a free 
trade in grain through the inland parts of 
ihe kingdom. 

The council of Geneva having condemned 
Kmi/iui, Kons>eau, the author, renounced 
Ins rights of citizenship. 

Ju/y 6. At Guildhall a journeyman 
printer, arrested on accuiinl of the AVr//i 
liriton, obtained 3t)0/. damages against the 
king's ineshviigeT. Chief-justice Pratt pre- 
^i(l^•d. 

If). A soldier obtained 300/, damages 
against his otticers, at W’^inche>tcr-assi/.es, 
for 300 lashes he hail receivetl under cidour 1 
of a sentence of a court-martial, but of | 
which sentence no evidence was pnxluced j 
at the trial. 

W//r/ 19. A furious hail-sturni and uii- 
usu.d daikness in the neighbourhood of 
Loudon. It made such an impression on 
the inoh, assembled to see a criminal cxc- 
ciiiioii for H rape on Keniiingtin-cuinmui), 
that the sheriff was obliged to send f »r the 
military to prevent a rescue ; so that it was 
near eight in the evening before the culprit 
Mittered. 

‘Jl. Died of apoplexy, the earl of Egre- 
mont. one of the seeretariet of state. He 
was the son of sir William Wyndham, the 
celebrated tory leader of the firmer reign, 
and one of the ablest men in the adminis- 
tration. 

f-OWVlLUKNCKS WITH Mk. PlTT. — With a 
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viewof strengthening the ministry, lord Bute 
undertook to open a negotiation with Mr. 
l*itt. They met on the 25th instant, at Mr. 
Piti’s house in .lermyn-street ; and the rexult 
was an appointment with the king on the 
27th at the queen’s palace. The conference 
lasted three hours ; in the course of which 
Mr. Pitt very freely delivered his Nenti- 
ments, representing that the great whig 
families had been driven from his majesty's 
councils and service, and that it would he 
:iqually the interest of the king and the na- 
tion to restore them. On the renewal of 
the conference on the 29th, Mr. Pitt en- 
forced these topics, saying that “ afl'airs 
could not be carried on without the great 
families who have supported the Revolu- 
tion government, and otliers of whose abili- 
ties and integrity the puhlic has had ex- 
perience.” The king suggested, first, lord 
Northumberland, and next, lord Temple, 
for the treasury ; to which Pitt objected, 
and the confirrence abruptly terminated, 
the king saying, “ Wvll, Mi*. Pitt, I see 
this won’t do ; my honour is concenu*d, 
and I must support it.*’ ( Lnrd Hardwicke' » 
Letter to his Son Lord R'njstun.) On the 
9th of Septemlier the govemment w<»h com- 
pleted, by making lord Sandwich sccre ary 
of state, the earl of Kgmout succeeding 
him as first loid of the. Admiialty. Same 
<lay the duke of Beilford was made lord- 
presidcut of the council; and the ministry 
came to he considered as the duke of Bed- 
ford's ministry. 

Sept. 10. An offensive epitaph in St. 
James's churchyard erased by order of the 
bishop. 

Oct, 3. Riot by the Spitalfields weavers. 

5. Died Augustus 111., king of Pvdaud. 

19. A horse-patrol, under sir John Field- 
ing, established on the roads in the vicinity 
ol London. 

The Mi'tz stage-coach to Paris was stop- 
ptd by a gang of ruffians, who murdered 
the cuachmun .ind posiilioii, six passengers, 
and a child. Some of this gang had the 
audacity to write upon the gate of the 
Grand Chalelet, We are 500, and are 
not afraid of 1090.” 

Nov, 2. The affair between the inaster- 
tailoiH and jourueymeu was settled at 
IlickH’-hall, when it was agreed the men 
should have Is, (id., and 1 for porttr, )>er 
day, from Lady-day to !\Iid''ummer; 2#. 2#/., 
and \^d, for porter, the rest of the year. 

15. Parliament opened hy the king. 
royal message delivered on the attair of 
W'ilkes ; when the house resolved, by 273 
to 11 1, that the A'or/A Briton was a scanda- 
lous and seditious tihel. ami ordered it tu be 
burnt by tlie common hangman. .A great 
riot ensued on attempting to carry int» el- 
fect this resolution. Mr. 1 1 las complained 

of a breach of urivilege. 
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16. Mr. Wilkes wounded in a duel mil j on Woman,” with uotes^ <o which the name 
Mr. Martin, a late secretary to the treasury, of bishop Warburton was scurriiouslyaffixed. 

*23. The commons resolved, by 258 to J*'eb. 15. Debate on the lejjality of ^e- 
1'13, ‘‘that privilege of parliament does not iieral warrants adjourned at hulf*|)ust seven 
extend to the case of libel.” in the morning, the commons having sat 17 

24. A motion negatived in the Irish hours, the longest silting known, 
house of commons for an address to the 17. Debate resumed, when ministers 


king to revoke a pension of 1000/. a-year, 
granted to the Sardinian minister for his 
services in negotiating the late peace with 
Trance and Spain. 

Dec. 6. After a hearing of 15 hours, Mr. 
Wilkes obtained 1000/. dainuges for the sei- 
zure of his papers. On the trial, chit-f justice 
Pratt declared against tho legality of ge- 
neral warrants ; that is, warrants not speci- 
fying the names of the accused. 

I'he scarcity of meal occasioned riots at 
Birmingham. 

24. Mr. Wilkes withdrew to France. 
CoMMEuciXL Cuisis. — lu tile couise of 
the summer there was a surprising ttumber 
of bankruptcies on the Continent. Tin y 
began at Amsterdam on the 2‘Jth of Jui\, 
by the failure of two brothers named Neuf- 
ville, for 330,000 guineas, and a Jew, who 
a few days before, faileil f*»r between 30.000 
and 40,000. These two bankruptcies occa- 
sioned, or at least hastened, a stoppage of' 
payment by no less than e'ghteeii houses 
111 that city. They were followed by a still 
greater number of failures at Hamburgh 
and other places, which gave such a blow 
to private credit, as almost wholly to inter- 
rupt commercial tratisactions. But the 
Lombard-houses at Hamburgh and Amster- 
dam stood forward on the occasion, and, by 
advancing lurgeisums of money to such as 
could give jiroper security, helped to restore 
mercantile contidcnce. (Macpher>ou’s An- 
nals of Commerce, iv.. 8.) England being ex- 
empt from this calami’y, rendered coiiMder- 
able assistance to the loreign merchants. 

Commenced thU year those voyages 
of discovery that signalized the reign »4 
George ill. Two exploratory expeditious 
Were sent out, under ca])tain Byron, and 
captains Carteret and Wallis. 

The vast increase of buildings in Lon- 
don is evident from the (juantity of co.d.s 
imported in the year 1762, amounting to 
670,774 chaldrons and one vat, wJiich is 
double the quantity imported fifty years 
ago . — Annual liigwer. 

1764. Jan. 1 A great c- iirt at St. 
James* s, but the usual annual ode w'as 
umitted. The ancient custom of playing at 
hazard on Twelft., -light was also laid aside. 

5. A comet observed at Tewkesbury, 
near two small stars in the barul of Bootes. 

20. Mr. Wilkes exi^elled the bouse of 
commons for writing tbe Serth liritun. On 
the same day u complaint was made in the 
lords of his liaving printed in his own 
liouse an infamous poem, called An Kssay 


evaded a decision on the main point by 
moving an amendment, that the question 
be adjourned for four mouths, w Inch they 
only carried by 232 to 218. Both parties 
exerted themselves. “ Votes,’* says Horaee 
Walpole, ** were brought down in flannels 
and blankets till the floor of the buusv 
looked like the ])oul of Bethesda.” Ladies 
attended in shoals, and some of them ru- 
imained till midnight in one of thespeaker s 
ooms. playing at loo. 

Alar. 5. Freedom of the city present vd 
to chief-justice Pratt. 

In this month Mr. Grenville introduced 
hi.s celebrated financial nsolutiou, “ Tbiit, 
uwards defraying the expi iises uf protect- 
ng and securing tbe colonies, it may be 
[iroper to charge certain stamp-duties in 
he colonies.’* The bon. H. Seymour (af- 
erwards general ('onway) was the only 
member who protested agaiii.st the right of 
he British purliuiiuMit to tax tlie American^. 

Apr, 1. Annular eclipse uf tbe sun. 

At .Munnioiith assizes, a girl, about 18, was 
burnt for murdering her mistress . — Annual 
Ref/inter, vii. 68, 

3. Archduke Joseph ciowncil emperor tjf 
jcrmany. 

.5. Koyal assent given to a bill for im- 
posing duties on goods in the* Britisli colo- 
nies, forthesiipportof ibegovernmeiit tin re. 

12.0n asecuud diviNioouf the Havannah 
prize money, the sliare of lord All-emar e 
was ’.iO.OOO/. ,' the share of a private, 
1,3#. 5r/. ; of a corporal, 1/. 2#. 6//. 

July {). 'riu; chevalier M. d'Kun, late 
plenipotentiary of Trance, found guilty of 
a libel on the French amba'-sailor. 

1.5. Alt abortive attempt to place the 
unfortunate Iv.iti on the throne of Kussm 
ends ill the death of that prince. 

Aug, The Genoese, unable to subdue, the 
Corsican malcontents, obtained the aid of 
Trance. 

28. Died, sir John Bernard, the late re- 
presentative and popular magistrate of tliu 
city of London. 

Sept. 1.5. The cork-jacket, air-jackef. 
marine-collar, and hilt, were successlully 
tried at London-bridge, as preservatives 
fioiTi drowning. 

29. A mob of White-boys aftackeddbe 

king’s troops near Kilkenny ; several killed 
on both sides. . 

Oct. 23. (’olonel Munro, at the bead of 
8000 men. defeated with g^cat Nbiughtec 
the united forces of the inibob ol ^ 
and the Mogul Wng, amounting to 50,<HO. 
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A*oi». DU'dat Ntwcnt in GluuccHtersbire, 
Josi*|ih Hud^e, a tailor, a^^ed 107. He re- 
tained all his tacultifS liil a few hours be- 
fore )ii.s death. He had had two wives, 
and by his last wile three children, born 
after he was 80. — Annual Requler^ vii., 1 12. 

/M‘. Mrs, Smith, ajjed 63, the wife of a 
journeyman carpenter, was delivered of a 
bon. — Annual Rfffistert vii., 116. 

An edict re^jistered in the parliament of 
Pans, by which the society uf Jesuits is 
abolished. 

Amnuai. Ouituauy. — Robert Dodsley, 
the first publisher of the “ Annual Uef^is- 
ter,” and author of the “ Kconoiny of llii- 
maa Life,” 61. William Hogarth, the ce- 
lebrated caric.iturist, 66. At Boulogne, on 
a visit to Mr. Wilkes. Charles Churchill, 
the satiii'.t, 33. Dr. King, principal of St. 
Mary-hall, Oxford. Count Algarotti, an 
liaban phdosopher, patronised by ttieking 
of Prussia. 

1763. Jan. 10. Parliament opened by the 
kin.;, who ssli.;htly adveried to a mi^under- 
iiandiiig with the American ctdonists. 

17. At a sale at Garraway’s, 300 pieces 
of English cambric sold for 13«. bd. per 
yard ; and it was allowed that by encou- 
ragement, the manufacture of this article 
might l>e made adequate to the home con- 
tuniption. 

26. Duel at the Star and Garter tavern, 
Pall-mall, between lord Byron and Mr. 
Chaworth, in which the latter is mortally 
wounded. 

29. The question of general rvarrunts re- 
vived, but after a protracted ilebate, minis- 
ters again evaded a parliamentary declara- 
tion of their illegality. 

Feb, 9. The jicruke-makers being in 
great distress from the employment of fo- 
reigners, and many jieople wearing their 
own hair, petition llie king for relief. Se- 
veral of the peruke-makers who attended 
gave such offence by their inconsistency in j 
wt aring their own hair, tliat they hud it 
cut off' by the populace. 

14. Mr. Williams stood in the pillory for 
repidilishiiig the Aor/A Rrifon, No. 4a. 
'I'he spectators made a colleciion for him, 
amounting to 200 guineas. 

] 9. An attorney asks pardoo at the bar of 
the house of lords for arresting a peeress in 
her own right. 

A hru^h-maker at Edinburgh marries a 
girl so nearly his own size, that together 
they only measure five feet eight inches in 
hei);ht, and about the same in breadth. 

Alar. 3. The parliaments of France hav- 
iHg began to act in concert against the 
court, the king unexpectedly came to the 
gre.it chaml>e.r of that of Paris, and ho'd- 
lug a Vied of justice, in which he expressed 
hiinstdf in (he most authoritative style, pio- 
hibited all associations among the ditieiei.t 
parliaments. 


9. The great law -suit, which for three 
years had been before the parliament of 
Paris, touching the unfortunate viciiin to 
fanaticism, John Galas, was decided. 

14. The Bank of England declared a 
dividend of 2^ per cent, for the half year. 

19. The king of Prussia founded an aca- 
demy for the exclusive education of fifteen 
young noblemen. 

22. Royal assent given to the American 

ST AMP- ACT. 

Apr. Tiie king had an attack of the 
unfortunate malady which frequently visit* 
ed him in the course of his reign. Upon re- 
covering, the Regency Bill w'as introduceii, 
when a question arose, “ IV^lio were the 
royal family i'” w'hich the law-lords ex- 
plained to extend only to the descend- 
ants of George II. Ministers concur- 
ring in this interpretation, the name of the 
princess-dowager of W ales was omitted in 
the bill, but subsequently inserted at tiie 
instance of lord Bute. The king was of- 
feUfied at the omission uf bis mother's 
name, and a resolution formed at Carlton- 
house for the dismissal of ministers. 

17, Lord Byron tried before the house 
of peers for killing Mr. Chaworth, and found 
guilty of manslaughter. Being privileged 
from burning in tb.e hand, he was discharged 
on the payment of fees. 

19. A lilacksmith at Redriffe, sitting at 
iliiiner with his family, was killed by a 
cannon-ball from a cannon, which at a 
neighbouring foundry had been put into 
the furnace without examination whether 
it w'Jis charged or not. 

2 >. An act passed, ^|phibiting the issue 
of optional votes lu Scutiand, and uf notes 
for less than 2(K\\ 

A young woman, whose age and that of 
her hu.sbatiddid nt)i exceed forty-five years, 
presented the king of Frussia with nine 
fine boys, born in wedlock ; upon which he 
gave her a gobl medal of fifty ducats' value. 

In this month died, in his 84th year, Dr. 
Young, the author of the “NightThoughls’^ 
awl “The Revenge.” Also Mr. Mallet, the 
author of a Life of Bacon. 

AJaif 3. Lord Clive arrived at Calcutta 
with full power to act as coininandcr-in- 
chiefy president and governor of Bcoigal. 
Court of Directois onlered that no seivant 
of the Company should receive any present 
exceeding 1000 mpt-es wit iiout the consent 
of the council ; ainl that all presents exceed- 
ing 4000 rupees should be paid over to the 
Companv. 

June 4‘. The Crown inn at Ware, the old- 
est in Ilertfonlshire, began to be pulled 
down in order to erect a gentleman s seat 
on the. site, lu this ion was the lainous 
liuge bed ui which 2i) butchers aud ibeii 
wives slept on the night \\ ilbain 111. ciiine 
to the crown. 

10. Kockingii.vm Minis! iiY.— Alter 
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many conferences and neg^otiations a new 
ministry was formed, at the head of which 
^ as the marquis of Rockini'haui, as first 
lord of the treasury ; the duke of Grafton 
and Mr. Conway, secretaries of state ; the 
duke of Newcastle, lord privy-seal; Mr. 
Dowdeswell, chancellor of the exchequer; 
lord Northiiigtou was continued chancellor, 
and lord Eginont first lord of the admi- 
ralty. Tlic duke of Portland succeeded 
lord Gower, as lord chamberlain ; and the 
subordinate offict-s of the btiards of trea- 
sury, admiralty, and trade, were mostly filled 
with new men. Mr. Kdinund Burke made 
his first appearance in public life. l:eiii^ 
made private secretary to the prein er, and 
brought into parliament for Wendover. 

16. Determined at tbs sessions at (iiiild- 
hall that lock-up houses are only places of 
safety, not ) risuns. 

Chief-justice Pratt raised to the jn'crage 
by the title t f baron Camden. 

ii'h In [..aphiud, head of rein-detT 
in one herd were struck dead by lightnin;:- 

25. An old walnut-’ree, which flotuished 
before the door of Shakspeare’s father at 
Stratford, was cut down. an«l several g» u- 
tlemen had images carved from it, resem- 
bling that in Westminster Abl)ey. 

Quassia-wood recoinniended by Linnapus 
in place of Jesuit’s bark. 

The pope issues a brief depiivi '.g 
murderers of sanctuary in churches 

The price of milk raised in Lon- 
don from three- halfpence to t.vo-j)euce a 
quart. 

A peruke-maker of Y'ork rode his own 
horse from that citato London, in 32 sue- 
ci ssive hours and 40 minutes, being PJ2 
miles. 

Oct. 31. Died of apoplexy, in his 45th 
year, the duke of Cumberland, uncle to tbe 
king. In politics his Grace was a whig, 
but since the conveiitiou of Cluster Seven 
had not taken a prominent part in public life. 

Aov, 1. Tne American stamp act com- 
menced this day; but previously the colo- 
nists had slurwn the greatest hostility to its 
introduction. The fn^rsons who arrived 
from England to distribute the stamps wen; 
obliged either to relinquish their dtity, on 
oath, or to quit the country. The merchants 
made engagements to receive no more 
goods from Britain, and all business which 
could not legally proceed without stamps 
was suspended. 

Dec. 17. On the T^reting of parliament 
the king adverts tu the occurrences in 
America. 

20. Died, the dauphin of France, aged 
36. He was a prince of a benevolent cha- 
racter and of exemplary piety, but iiule 
known in public life. 

The society of arts at Hamburgh offered 
premiums for two discoveries ; the fir:^t for 
refining sugar without lime or bullock’s 


blood ; the second for dyeing cotton equa. 
in beauty to the Turkey scarlet. 

23. Mr. Kandairs draining- plough was 
worked in the Ings near York, and made 
drains one foot in depth, one foot eight 
inches wide at the top, and ten inches at 
bottom, both sides of the drain equally 
sloping ; whereas the draining-plough hi- 
therto invented can only make the drain 
.slope on one side. 

29. Died, in his 16th year, prince Fred- 
eric William, younger brother of the king. 

30. Died at Rome, where he had resided 
near fifty years, in the 78th year of his age, 
James Francis Edward, only sou of James 
II., king of England. He left two sons, 
Charles Edward Louis, the prince-pretender 
>f 1745, born in 1720, and Henry cardinal 
Y’ork, born in 1725. He was interred in 
the church of the Holy Ajiostles at Rtime, 
with all the insignia of royalty. 

The sovereignty of the Isle of Man w'as 
this year purchased from tbe duke of Atbol 
ind the island made subject to the revenue 
laws of Britain. 

Tuadk with Ameiiica. — Tbe exports of 
England to America bud increased from 
1.554,866/. in 1761, to 2,22s. 150/. in 1765. 
The average amount of exports m these five 
years was 2,072,164/. Tbe imports of Eng- 
land trom America had increased fiom 
787.97, s/. ill 1761, to 1,104,690/. in 17(>5. 
The average amount of imports in these 
five yeai-s was 1,021,130/. 

1766. Jqu. 14. On the meeting of par- 
liament the king’s speech was almost 
solely occupied with the disputes with tbe 
colonics. The tables of both houses were 
Covered with petitions complaining of the 
decay of trade consequent of the new laws 
made fur America. 'I'be address passed 
without a division. Mr. Fitt took occa- 
sion to deny the right of parliaiiieni to tax 
America., but maintained its legislative 
sijiremacy. 

Frederick V.. king of Denmark, died, and 
w.is succeeded by ChriMian VI. 

Jlr. Quin the ceicl iatrd comedian died. 

Frh. The number of blacks and whites 
in the .\inericun colonies, ciijuible of hear- 
ing arms, estimated at 80l».()()U. 

There liave been 523 changes of places, 
outs anil ins, since the dismissal of Mr. 
Legge, chanccllur of the Exchequer, May, 
1761. 

10. Ministers introduced five resolutions 
into the lords, asserting the full sovereignty 
of thri mother country over the American 
colonies, and reprobating the resistance ui* 
fen d to the stamp act. 

21 , Resolved in the commons by 275 
167 that the stamp act 1 h) repealed. A bill 
for this purpose was forthwith introduced, 
accompanied with another declaratory of 
the legislative sovereignty of England. 

March 8. The prince of Orange, having 
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arrived at assumed the government 
uf HoIUiul as stadthulder. 

The bills tor the repeal of the stamp 
duty anil declaratory of American de- 
pendence received the royal assent. Ano- 
ther popular measure was the repeal of the 
cider<fax. 

23. An insurrection at Madrid in con- 
sequence of a royal edict against the wear- 
ing of long cloaks and flapped hats, the 
favourite costume of ttie Spaniards. 

The parliament of Rouen sent a depu- 
tation to remonstrate with the French king 
for his treatment of the parliament of 
Brittany. Having in their remonstrance re- 
minded the king of his coronation oath, 
implying a compact between sovereign and 
people, his majt sty disclaimed tiieir inter- 
pretation, \)y saying, “The oath which I 
have taken is not to the nation. <is you take 
upon you to assert, but to God alone.*’ 
yipril 1). Al<ove 100 convicts left New- 
gate for the plantations. As they were 
passing, witli fifes playing before them 
• 7V>;vi’ the u'o uli /adUie,'^ a gentleman re- 
marked that they were very joyous; to 
wincli a convict replieil, “ Ay, .so we are ; 
and if you, ma'*ter, will but iro along with 
us you will bo quite transported.” — Jnn. 
Hcfj. ix., 85. 

.An old practice was revived in the city 
at this tin)e, of fellows puiig about with 
I'ottles of aquafortis, wl.ich, says the An- 
nual Regi>ter, they sprinkle on people's 
clothes “as a Iiigli piece of humour!** 

Muy 8. Count Lilly, the late French 
commander in the Ka^t Indies, was behead- 
ed at Paris. He had sutiered thiee years* 
iin])!isonnient before trial lor iiiiscoiKiuct 
in India. At the place of execution he was 
ragged ; and though proud and passionate, 
is tlioiight to have been the victim of court 
intrigues lo screen the faults of others. 
He v\Hs in his Obth year. 

June 2. The hay-makers assembled at 
the Uo\ al ICxchange io the iiumbvTol 440, 
wlii M a Coll, ct oii was made for them on 
account of the heavv rains, which prevent- 
eii their getting work. 

f>. Parhaineiit porogtied. From Feb. 
19th to this day. the royal assent wa.s given 
to 05 public and 101 private lulls. 

July. Advice of great rejoicings in 
America for the rejn*al of the stamp act. 
Subscriptions were raising for statues to 
Mr. Put. At PhiUdelphia resolutions were 
passed lo celebrate the king's birth-day by 
appearing in new suits of English inanu- 
fncture, and giving what “ hotue-spun they 
had to the poor.*’ 

. 12. Mr. Pitt, by invitation, has a short 
interview with the king at Richmond, and 
receives unlimited powers to form a new 
ministry. In February he had been appH- 
to by lord Rockingham, but appears 
('-•etters of General Conway to his brother, 


d7) 

Lord Hertford) to have stood aloof, having 
privately formed too ambitious projects to 
act either equally or subordinatcly with an 
administration in whose measures notwith- 
standing he professed a general concur- 
rence. 

A man, for a wager, crossed the Thames 
opposite Somerset- house in a butcher’s tray, 

14. The new paving commenced at 
Temple-bar, when two English paviours un- 
dertook to pave mure in that day than four 
Scotchmen. The English by three o’clock 
had got .so much ahead that they went 
into a ])uhlic liouse to refresh themselves, 
and afterwards returning to their work, 
beat the North Britons hollow. 

1. A popi.sh bishop sent to Cana- 
da, agreeably to a secret engagement with 
France, the latter engaging in return not 
to aid the Pretender. 

2.Cu.vTnAM Ministuy. — Mr.Pitt, having 
met wit!) many unexpected refusals, at 
length completed his ailministration, him 
self taking a peerage and the office of lord 
privy-seal. Lord Camden was made chan- 
cellor in the room of lord Northingtoii, 
transfeired to the presidency of the coun- 
cil ; the earl of Shelburne, one of the 
secretaries of state, Mr. Conway continuing 
in office as the other ; the duke of Grafton, 
tirst lord of the treasury ; (diaries Towns- 
hend, chancellor of the exchequer and mi- 
nisterial leader of the house of commons; 
Sir Charlers Saunders replaced lord Egmnnt 
at the admiralty, and the earl of Ilills- 
horougb, lord Dartmouth, as first lord of 
trade. The Rockingham ministry Jiad 
lasted one year and twenty days, and had 
the unusual merit of retiring without bar- 
gaining fvtr “ place, pension, or reversion.” 

'I'ne consumption of malt by brewers Jiiid 
publicans (exclusive of private families) 
I estimated at 3,125,000 quaiters . — Annutil 
I H'-gister^ ix., 127. 

Sept. 11. A pioclamation against fore- 
stallers ami legraters, 

26. The dividend on East India stock 
advanced from six to ten per cent., chiefly 
in coiKsequence of the success of lord Clive 
in India. 

The king of Portuj^al prohibits bequests 
to the clergy in prejudice of the lawful heir. 

Oct. I. The princess C’ lrolme Matilda 
married at St. James’s by proxy to the king 
of Denmark. 

18. A remarkable trial at ITicks’s-hall, 
wherein the mistress of the White-horse at 
Poplar, who for many years kept that house, 
dressed in man’s clothes, served parish of- 
fices, and lived with another woman as her 
husband, was plaintiff, and one Barwick 
defendant. It appeared the dehndant 
had extorted divers sums of uiooev fiorn 
the plaintiff for concealing her sex ; he was 
convicted, sentenced to sland in the polory, 
and to suffer four years’ imprisonment. 
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27. By the last assize 'of bread, the 
peck loaf to wei|^h 17 lb. 6oz.; wheaten 
2s, 8(i., liuusehold 2s, Wheat had riKcn to 
48«, per quarter in Winchester market. 

In the autumn riots broke out in various 
parts of the kingdom, in consequence of 
the dearness of provisions, and in several 
places the military were called in for their 
suppression. Many lives were lost, and 
special commissions issued for the trial of 
the rioters. Government at the same time 
took measures for remedying the scarcity, 
by abating the restrictions on the corn trade ; 
the ports were opened for the importation 
of wheat, and an embargo (Sept. 26), hy 
royal authority, laid on its export, parlia- 
ment at the time being in a state of proro- 
gation. 

Nov, 11. Parliament opened 1»3' the king. 
Pour amendments moved on the address 
were negatived. 

18. A hill of indemnity introduced for 
the embargo imposed by an order of coun- 
cil. It was warmly debated in both iiouses. 
Alderman Beckford made the strange hluii- 
der of arguing for a suspensive power in 
the crown. It was JustiBed by Chatham 
on the plea of necessity only. Lord 
Camden excited astonishment by taking 
the high ground of prerogative ; while lord 
Mansfield took the contrary ground of the 
kiw and constitution. 

Dec. 16. Parliament adjourned, after 
the royal assent had been given to the bill 
ofiiidemnity for the advisers of I he embargo. 

1767. Jan, 6. Peter, the wild man, who 
was taken in the Hartz Forest when a youth 
and >ent as a present to George II., was 
brought from Cheshunt to he seen by the 
royal family. He could, like Shakspeare's 
Caliban, fetch wood and water, but nut ar- 
ticulate any language. 

Tile winter unusually severe throughout 
Europe ; even in Italy the cold was so in- 
tense as to drive the poor from their habi- 
tations ill the country to seek shelter in 
the cities, many perishing on the roads. 

23. The common-council of Ltmduc 
voted 1000/. for the relief of the poor, and 
opened a book for voluntary donations. 

Suppoaed ruins of the city at' Oanwton, 
the capital of the abeient Pictisli king- 
dom, discovered near Falkirk. 

J^ar, 2. In the commons Mr. Grenville 
moved that the land-tax l^e reduced from 
4s, to 3s. ill the pound. This motion 
was carried against miidstersby a majority 
of 206 to 188. was the first money-hill 
in which any minister had been defeated 
since the revolution. 

31. The Jesuits forcibly expelled from 
Spain ; 970 of them were conveyed to 
Italy. In May the parliament of Paris 
published an arret, declaring them foes to 
sovereigns and the tramiuiility of states. 
At Naples the storm fell upon them in 


November, and from that city ami every 
port of the kingdom they were conveyed 
to the pope’s territories. 

Alay 6, The general court of India pro- 
prietors voted a dividend of 12^ per cent., 
which was rescinded (June 24) by an act of 
parliament, directing that future dividends 
shall be fixed by ballot in a court called 
for the purpose. 

June 2. The chancellor of the exche- 
quer introduces his resolutions for imposing 
duties upon glass, paper, tea, and other 
articles imported info America. They had 
the effect of reviving the differences be- 
twe(Mi the mother coiiiitr)" and her colonies. 

The practice of crimping for the Ka.st 
India service was now common. Several 
Aveie tried fi>r illegally confining persons 
in lock-up houses in the metropolis ; es- 
pecially a noted one in Chancery-lane. 

J»/y 2. Parliament prorogued. 

During the summer divisions in the mi- 
nistry became apparent. LordChatham.who, 
though nominally at the head of the udini- 
nistrution had, together with his popularity, 
lost much of his consequence, was reduced 
hy ill heath to a state which rendered him 
entirely incapable of business. Proposals 
were made to the marquis of Kockinghain 
and the duke of Bedford ; but these noble- 
men could not agree, the former reqtiiiing 
that general Conway, and the latter Mi. 
Rigby, should be leader of the commons. 
These negotiations continued to the end of 
the year. 

In the course of the last session 94 pub- 
lic and 1 14 private bills received the ro\ul 
assent. 

15. Lord Ciive arrived fr<»in India. 

The archbishops of Canterbury and Yoik 
issued circular letters to the clerey lor a 
return of the number of papists, their a^us 
and occupations, in their parishes. 

j4uy, 11. Ann Sower\>y burnt at York 
fur poisoning her husband. 

Sep/, 2. Mr. Charles Townshend. chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, died suddenly of 
putrid fever, in the fort^’ -second year of his 
age. His otfice was filled, p/o iewjtore, 
by chief-justice Mansfiehl. 

J4. Klizaheth Brownngg executed at 
Tyburn for the murder of lier apprentice, 
Mary Clifford, 

17. The duke of York, next brother to 
the king, died at Monaco in Italy, in thu 
29th 3 'ear of his age. 

Oci, 14. Riots by the Spitalfields weav- 
ers, owing to a reduction of wages. 

Nov, 1 1. The colliers at Stourbridge 
forced the farmers to sell their wheat at 
6«. a bushel. 

24. Parliament opened by the kmg. 

Drc, 1. Lord North appointed chaiicel* 

lor of the exchetmier. Mr. Thomas Towns- 
heiiil, afterwards viscount Sydney, suc- 
ceeded his lordship, as joint paymaster of 
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the forceflj and Mr. Townshend'e place, as 
one of the lords of the treasury, was given 
to Mr. Charles Jetikinson, afterwards lord 
llawkesbury and earl of Liverpool. These 
arrangements were made without coininii- 
iiicatioJi with lord Chatham, whose compo- 
site ministry had silently fallen to pieces. 

li). Earl Gower made lord president of 
the council. 

20. Prayers were publicly read in all 
the popish chapels in Ireland for George 
111. and family ; being the first time the 
royal family have been publicly prayed for 
by the catholics since the revolution of 
JOSS. 

The high price of provisions continued 
during this year to occasion much distress, 
and excited tumults in various parts of the 
kingdom. 

Average price of the quartern loaf 8Jd. 
luisii Auskntkks. — H y a list of absen- 
tees from Ireland it appeared there were 
paid annually to — £. 

Pensioners who never reside there 70,275 
Noblemen and gentlemen, gene- 1 047 4 qq 
rally non-resident | “ ’ 

Occasional absentees . 134,500 

Public officers, non-reshlrnt . 143,000 
Merchants’ and traders’ expenses 8,000 
Kdiication of youth, and at inns 1 qoq 
of court . . j ’ 

Law-suits and seeking employment 1 9 ,000 
Military absentees • • 142,205 

American absentees . • 40,000 

Insurance of ships . . 30,000 

Hy rents raised for coals to | oqq qqq 

Britain . • . / “ ’ 

£1,000,380 

Annual Reqi»fer, x. 161, 

If was calculated that the number of 
rattle, &c. killed in Jiondon in one year, 
was as follows : — 

Sheep and Laml)s . • 711,121 

Pulls, Oxen, and Cows . 78,254 

(\ilves . . . 104,760 

Hogs for Pork • . 146,932 

Ditto fur Bacon • • 4I,0t>0 

Sucking Pigs • . 52,000 

illouTAi.iTY inWoukiiousks. — T he great 
mortality of child en ni the London \vork- 
houses had fur some time fixed the ntteii- 
buu of philanthropists. By an act of this 
year, amending a former statute, it is pro- 
vided, that all parish poor within the bills 
of mortality, under six years of age, shall 
lie registered ; that all such children within 
a fortnight after birth, o’* received into the 
tvorkhooso, shall be sent to a distance of at 
least thrive miles from London and We»t- 
minster to be nursed; that premiums shall 
he given to good nurses; and that 2 j». Ci</. a 
Week shall tie allowed tor the mainteitance 
oi each child till it is six years of age ; 
and not less than 2f, from that time to the 
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period the child is taken away. Dr. Pi ice 
remarks, that prior to this statute almost 
all jiarish children in the metropolis died 
in the first six years. 

1768. Jan. .5, The military called in to 
quell the tumults of the Spitaltields weavers. 

14. The severe frost, which had conti- 
nued from the 21st tilt, broke up. 

20. Gravtox Ministry. — Lord Wey- 
mouth appointed secretary of state in the 
room of general (’onway, who, on retiring 
from the cabinet, succeeded viscount 
Townshend in the office of lieutenant-ge- 
neral of the ordnance. On the same day 
the earl of Hillsborough was appointed 
secretary of state tor the colonies, a new 
office, which the increased impoitance of 
colonial affairs was thought to render ex- 
pedient. These appointments completed 
the Grafton ministry, and temporarily sa- 
tisfied the diflbient sections of politicians, 
though not fuiiilamentally differing from 
the preceding administration. 

29. The republic of Venice issued a 
decree forbidding the religious orders to 
receive any new noviciate lor twenty years. 

Feb. 2. Royal assent given to an act 
for limiting the duration of the parliaments 
of Ireland, which had hitherto been only 
terminated with a demise of the crown. 
They were limited to eight ycais, and as 
their sittings were only every second win* 
ter, four sessions only were allotted tlicni 
for the transaction of business. 

16. Died, Arthur Onslow, esq., who was 
33 years speaker of the house of commoiiH : 
lie was the third of his family who^ had 
been nominated to that office. 

Mnr. 5. The Polish diet having settled 
matters amicably with Rus>iii terminated 
its sitting, and the Russian troops evacu- 
ated Poland. 

1 0. Parliament prorogued, and two days 
after dissolved. In the course of the ses- 
sion 1 12 public and private hills received 
the roy.il assent. 

1*2. Six students of Kdimind-hall, Ox- 
ford, were expelled the iiniversitj . for 
methodism, taking upon them to pruy, 
expound the Scriptures, and smg hyniiis, 
in a private house. 

19, Dk ATir OK Stkiwb. — Died in his n.'ith 
year, of pulmonary consumption, the author 
of “Tristram Shaiidv” and the “Senti- 
mental Journey.” Mr. Sterne, like most 
diNtiiiguished writers, freely availetl him- 
self of the productions of others, hut his 
general claims to originality are iiulispuia- 
hie. His works must continue to he po- 
pular with humourists, and with that large 
class of readers, who test the morality of 
human actions, not by their consequences, 
but the fluctuating stamlanl of impuiNive 
feeling. There may l»e mischiet in the 
exclusive dominion of either reason or sen* 
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timeiit — one tending to excessive selfish- 
ness, the other to fully and caprice. 

Affaik of WiLKRs. — Mr. Wilkes, who 
had l)een almost forgotten^ was brought 
into notice by the general election. Hi 
outlawry had obliged him to reside on tin 
continent, whence he had written tu the 
duke of Grafton, entreating him to mediate 
his pardon with tiie king. His application 
being disregarded, he ventured, on the 
dissolution of parliament, to come over and 
Oder himself a candidate for tl.e city of Lon- 
don. A large sliow of hands declared in his 
favour, but he was the last on the poll (23id 
inst.) ; upon vvliich he (/ffeivd himself for 
Mid(ilese.v, and was returned by a large ma- 
jority on the 28th inst. Immediately after 
his election he made his appearance in the 
court of KingVbench, when the question of 
his committal on his sentence of outlawry 
was discussed. He was evtuitually ordered 
into custody, but it was not till he hud been 
first rescued by the mob, and had made his 
escape from them and surrendered himself, 
that he was at length safely lodged in the 
King's-beiich prison, where he was at the 
meeting of pai liameut. On that day (May 
loth) the populace aseeinhled in great force, 
with the deteriniiiatiun of conveying him in 
ti 'iimph to the house of commons. Being 
•iisappointed, a dreiullul lunuilt ensued; 
the riot act was read, or rather attemptcil 
to he read; and tlie soldiers having hetii 
ordeieil to fire, five or six persons w« ie 
killed and about fifteen wounded, 'fhe 
conduct of the soldiers received public 
thanks from the highe>t autlmrity. wliilst 
the title of the Massacre of Ht. Geonje's 
Fteltls was ]>opnlar!y given to the action. 

30. A. piemium of fifty gniiiciis awarded 
by the society of art> to Mr. Kvers lor liis 
invention of a iiiucbine for thresbing and 
grinding of corn, both at the same time, or 
each separately. 

At the Su;rey assizes lord Bain more wa;^ , 
tried for a r.ijie, and acquitted. | 

The Germans introduced roasted rye as 
a substitute for coffee. 

Apr. J5. A house at Peterborougli be- ' 
ing opened for inoculating with the .small- 1 
poSf the mob rose to prevent the spreading, j 
as they said, of a new distemper, and de- : 
molished it. I 

A riot among the coaUheavers in I 


During this and subsequent sessions, 
till 1774. the standing order for the ex- 
clusion of strangers was enforced. 

A body of sailors passed through the 
city to petition parliament for an augment- 
ation of wages. 

21. Parliament prorogued. No busi 
ness of public importance was transacted 
ill this short session. 

Ju»e 1. At Boston, in Lincolnshire, the 
mob compelled the butchers tu sell their 
meat at 3t/. per lb. 

8. The outlawry of Mr. Wilkes reversed 
by the judges of the KingVbench. 

18. Mr. Wilkes sentenced to pay a 
fine of 500/. and be imprisoned ten calen- 
dar months, for the republication of the 
North Briton, No. 45, and for publishing 
the Essay on IVuman tu pay a fine of 500/. 
and be imprisoned twelve calendar montb.s. 

During the last month and up to the 
present, the metntpulis had been disturbed 
by unceasing riots and tumultuous proces- 
sions, originating in the proceediu^^s uf 
Wilkes, and m disputes respecting wages. 
Individuals were ussaulted in Ihestiteis, 
and attempts made to demolish tiudr 
houses. The sadors and coal-heavers used 
to meet, armed with deadly weapons, in Step- 
ney-field}?, where dreadful fights ensued, in 
which Some were killed and many wounded. 

Jtt/y 11. Mr. Gillom, one of the ma- 
gistrates who ordered the military to hre, 
on ihe Kith of May, tried for miir<ler and 
! acquitteil. 

I 1.1. The house (formerly the residence 
I of the bishop of London) ot Mr. Seddon.the 
eminent cabinet-maker, Aidersgate-streef, 

: I unit down ; damages 20, DUO/. Mr. Seoilon 
j li.id omiited to renew his insurance, but 
the Sun fire-office presented him with .'lOli/. 

20. Seven coal-heavers executed at 'J'y- 
hurii for a riotous murder, 
i Any, 2, In France grain was allowed 
to he freely imported and tX|>oited. 

1 5. Died at Lambeth, aged 75, Thomas 

|^Seck« r, archl.isbop of Canterbury. The 
'united ages of the ten archbishops, from 
the restoration, aver.ige fi«“< years. Dr. 
.Seeker was succeeileU in the primacy by 
Dr. Frederic Cornwallis, bi-hop of Lich- 
field and ( mvenlry. 

G. Mr, Banks, Dr. Solander, and Mr. 
(irecn, the astronomer, set out for Deal, to 


Wapping. They complained that their | 
masters curtailed them of their wages; 
paying tliem in litruor and goods of inferior 
quality, in lieu u- money. Several lives 
were lost. 

May 9. Died at his house in (>rchvd*«treet, 
Westminster, in his 47th year, Brnmell 
Thornton, esq., an essayist of ge?rinie hu- 
mour, who, ill conjunction with the elder 
Culmari, established the Connoisseur.” 

10. The new parliament assembled 


embark on board the Endiarour, cupiaia 
Cook, on a voyage of discovery. 

9. A violent distemper raging among 
the horned cuttle in Dtuimark, Sweden and 
Holstein, an order of council issued pro- 
hibiting the im[K>tt of hides, hoofs or hums 
from these coiintiies. 

Srp/. G. The guards removed from the 
Kiiig’s-bcnch prison, having been quarter- 
ed there sriice Apr^i. 

23. The king of Deumaik dines with the 
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lOrd mayor, sir Robert Ladbroke. Tlie ex- 
pense of his majesty’s table ut St. Jatiit s's 
was defrayed by Geor^^e III., and averaged 
S4/. per diem, exclusive of wine. 

Oct, 10. The first stone of the Leeds 
infirmary laid by Edwin Lascelles, escp, 
one of the county inemberi. 

15. Lord Chatham resigned the privy 
seal ; an office which he had long only no- 
minally filled. His retirement passed with- 
out notice, being expected by the ministry, 
litt e regarded by the peo])le, and almost 
unknown to the continent j forming a re- 
markable contrast willi the sensation pro- 
duced by his dismissal in 1757, and his 
resigiiitiou in 1761. lie was succeeded by 
Il.vrvoy, earl of Bristol. 

21. The earl of Shelhnrne resigned, ami 
was succeeded by lord Weymouth, to whom 
the enrlof Kochlord was appointed successor. 

Nov, 8. P.irli.iint'nt opened hy the king. 
Tiie debates on the address have nut been 
preserved. 

17. Uied, Thomas Pelham Ilo’.les, duke 
of Newcastle, in the 76 th year of his age. 
His grace had played a hu-t'ing if not a 
hrilliant pa:t in the political transactions of 
the last htlf century. 

/)rc. 18. The .\cademy of Arts founded 
hy the king, for the encouragement of paint- 
ing and sculpture. Joshua Reynolds the 
tirst presiileiit. 

JI. The king of Sweden, after a severe 
striig-gle with an oligarchical senate, whicii 
lud e<jually usurped the prerogatives of iln* 
tiionarch and the franchises of the people, 
convoked the states of the kingdom, a^ a 
pn Indo to future changes. 

The republic of (leuoii, tiuiling its efiort'^ 
for the recovery of C'orsica hatfied hy gein- 
lal Paoli and other patriofs.* concUided a 
treaty ill this summer with the French eourr, 
))y which that island was conditionally cedi d 
to France. 

The American colonies continued in a 
Very perturbed slate. Attempts were made 
to form a convention of the colonieH ; seri- 
ous tumults iiroke out in Boston ; and ge- 
neral Gage arrived in .September with two 
regiments from Ireland, to jireserve fran- 
ipiillity. 

1769. Jan, '2. Gold rose li. nn ounce, 
silver in proportion. Gold scdd at 4/. 2#., 
silver 5t. 1 07. 

Feb. 2. Mr. Wilkes exjielleil thv house 
of commons by a major.ty of 219 to 137. 

1 1. A subscription opened at (htnibridge, 
for a poor clergyman at lirandon in Suf- 
folk, who, by two wive.s, has had 28 child- 
ren, and whose income is 65/. a year for the 
service of two churches, nine miles apart, 
nnd the teaching of a free school liesides. 

Id. Both houses addressed the king on 
the (vitical state of aliliir'i in America; ap- 
proving, however, the cocrci>o course of 
oiinisters. 


16. Mr. Wilkes re-elected for Middh sex. 

17. Declared incapable of sitting in the 
house of commons by a majority of 235 to 89. 

Mar. 2, Provision made fur the payment 
of the arrears of the civil list, amounting 
.to 500,000/. It was the first of those ex- 
ceedings in the royal expenditure which 
frequently occurred in the present reign. 

16. Mr. Wilkes re-elected a third time 
for Middlesex. 

17, The house of commons declare the 
election void, and order a new writ to be 
issued. Tiiis unremitting warfare of autho- 
rity against an individual had tiie natural 
effect of infiaining the popular zeal iii his 
favour ; subsciiptions were raised for his 
support, and a meeting of the freeholders 
of Middlesex was calhd, at which some 
tntuiibers of jiarliament attended, when it 
was resolved tore-elect him free of expense. 

April. Sivur Bougainville, the French 
circumnavigator, returned from his voyage 
of discovery in the South Sea. Though 
absent nearly three years he lost only seven 
of ins ineii by sickness, which he a'.cnhvd 
to the use of distilled water, lemonade, 
and the ventilatiou of his ship. 

4. IIy«!er Ali, the adventurous Indian 
chief, marched to Madras, and forced the 
English to conclude a treaty with him, sti- 
pu ating for a restitution of couqm-sts. 

An act of parliament passed tnis month, 
allowing the East India company to hold 
the ieriitorial n.'venues for five years, paying 
•100,6011/. per aim. to government, (^jl. Ford 
and Mes'is. Vansitturt and Scrafton were 
appointed supi-rvivirs to proceed to India 
wi h full powers. They sadeil from Eng- 
land, hut were never mure heard of; shin 
suppu'.ed to he lost. 

13. A fre>h election for MiiMlesex. On 
this occasion ministers had procured a mi- 
litary candidate, colonel Luttrel, who was 
not to he intimidated hy popular tunuiit 
fr.nn appearing on the hustings. The elee- 
turn proceeded (piietly, and terminated in 
I 143 votes for Mr. Wilkes, and 29h for 
colonel Luttrel. 

14. The house of commons again declar- 
ed the election of John Wilkes, esq., null 
and void. 

16. After long debates, which l.isted 
tdl three o’clock in the morning, culoiu I 
Luttrel was declared duly elected. This 
decision produced more general liisconteiit 
than any measure since the coinmer.cenieiit 
of this reign, the popular party regarding it 
as a flagrant viol itton of the freedtnn of elec- 
tion, to seat a candidate by an arbitrary vute 
of the house, who h id only an inconsider- 
able minority in his favour. The ferment 
spread from the metropolis throughout the 
kingdom, and numeruns petitions were cai- 
ried at public mecting-s of counties arni 
towns requesting the king to dissolve pai- 
liameut. On the other hand. addresses weie 
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procured by the ministerinl party, express- Sept, G, A jubilee at Stratford in honour 
i:ig* detestation of factious proceedings, an ’ of Shakspeare. 

approving the measures of government. 24. General Puoli presented to the king 

17. The king visited farmer Kennet of at St. James’s. 

Petersham, in Surrey, to see his new in A duel was fought in Ireland, between 
vented ploughs and other improvements in Henry Flood and Jainea Agar, esqrs., in 
husbandry. which Mr. Agar was shot dead. 

27. The Society of Arts adjudged a gold Oct. 7. Another severe engagement be- 
medal to Arthur Young, esq., fur his mode tween the cutters of Spitalfields and the 
of rearing and fittening hogs. military, in which five of the former were 

Hay-hill (now Hill-street, Berkeley- killed, and many wounded, 
square) sold fi>r 20,000/. Queen Anne 10. Tire livery of London passed resu- 
grant^d it, to the speaker of the house of lutions, inculpating Henry lord liolhind, 
commons, which causing a clamour, as be- late paymaster, of not having satisfactorily 
ing a bril)e, the speaker sold it for 200/., closed his accounts, and of having held 
and gave the proc.e<ls to the poor. balances of public money to profit by the 

111 tile Sweilish <Iict, which opened this interest, 
month at Norkiuping, a secret committee 23. M. Barretti, a foreigner and literary 
brought twenty-four articles of accu-sation character, was tried for murder at the Old- 


against the senate, the consequence of 
which was the degradation of all it.s mem- 
bers except two. 

J/ay 8. The commons, after hearing cotm- 
scl til support of the Middlesex petition 
against the return of colonel Luttrel, re- 
iterated their former resolution, tliat he was 
didy elected. Next day parliament was 
prorogued. 

19. Cardinal Ganganelli proclaimed 
pope under the title of Clement XIV. 

24. The Middlesex petition presented 
to the king. It was signed by 1505 free- 
holders, who Were supposed to be possessed 
of above two-thirds of the property in the 
county. 

June 6 . The Society of the Bill of Rights 
reported that the debts of Mr. Wilkes 
amount to 17,0UO/. A subscription opened 
for their liquidation. 

July. The pope ordered the city of Rome 
to be purged of all vagabonds, and ap- 
pointed two homofs to receive them fur the 
purpose of cla.ssification. 

The number of negro slaves bartered for 
in one year (1768) on the coast of ,.Airii a. 
from Cape Blanco to Rio Congo, by the 
different KnrojHian nations, were as fohows : 
—Britain 53,000; British America 6300; 
France 23,520; Holland 11,300; Portugal 
1700 ; Denmark 1200: in all 101,100, 
bought at an average of about 15/. each. 

Aug, 29. The electors of Westminster 
asseintiled in Westminster-hall to petition 
the king fur a diss<'liitiori of paniament. 
Aleetings of fieeh dders, in mo.'it counties, 
were hehl for a similar purpose. 

A woman was lately arrested at Vienna, 
charged with havi killer] above J 00 chil- 
dren. Her employnitoit was to luirse at 
her own house, ti»e children i»f Women who 
themselves were nur.scH ju gmat faiiiiiies, 
and also Die iufaui.& Cft such as did not 
choose to own them. It was her custom to 
fiet some months’ hoard p dd her in ad- 
vance, and ill a short time after she came 
to iell the mother of Uie death of her child. 


bailey, and acquitted. It arose from an af- 
fray occasioned by a girl of the town, in 
which Barretti in his own defence mortally 
stabbed a mail. Sir Joshua Reynolds, Dr. 
Johnson, Messrs. Be.iuclerc, Guliisiiiilh, 
Burke, and Garrick, appeared in favour ui 
the character of the accused. 

It appears, that from 1748 to 1769, 
10,471 prisoners have been tried at the Old- 
bailey. 

24. Mungo Campbell, an excise officer, 
►hot Lord Eglington, who had attempted to 
Jisarm him w hen shooting on his lordship's 
Toiinds. 

Nov, .V patient in the London-hospital 
had his arm amputated at the shouJder- 

lint ; an operation which had not been 
performed in England these twenty years. 

10. The long-agitated cause betw een lord 
Halifax and Mr. Wilkes, respecting tin; 
seizure of the person and papeis of the hit- 
er, was decided in the (\iimnon-pleas, he- 
ure chief-justice Wilinot, After :i full 
rearing, the jury hiought in a venhcl fur 
he plamtiH, with 400uA damages; and it 
was thought the jury would have given a 
larger sum, had it not transpired that Hali- 
fax had, before his resignation in 1765, uh- 
taiiied a privy-seul w.irru-nt, guaranteeiug 
to him all the expenses atteiming this piu- 
secuiion. 

The king of Portugal is^ued an edict by 
which widows above 50 years of age were 
fuibiddeii to many: “Because.” sa}s tliu 
edict, experience has shown tiiat women 
of that age commonly marry young men of 
no jirujxjrly, who <liss:pale the fortunes 
which such marriages put them in jius.ses- 
s;oii of, to the prejudice of the children and 
otJier near relations of their wives. * 

Dec. During the autumn, violent dis- 
turbances hud taken place among the 
weavers of SpitalKelds, on account ol wage**, 
in the coui'se of which the mamifactm e was 
often cut fium the loom, and other oui- 
rages committed. Some of the culteis being 
appirehended, two of them wete cuuvicicd, 
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and ordered to be executed at Bethnal-green. 
But some doubt relative to the legality 
of altering the place of execution having 
uriseii, the judgett were consulted, who gave 
it ns their opinion that the king hud a 
right to fix the place of execution. Ac- 
cordingly the sentence was executed, in 
the inidst of a riotous assembly, by the civil 
power only, the sheriffs having declined the 
assistance of the military. 

3. A list of jieiisions laid licfore the 
Irish parliament; from which it apj^ears 
that those on the civil-list only amounted 
io 81,000^. 

i-fi. Lord Townsheud, the viceroy of Ire- 
land, suddenly prorogued the parliament io 
H distant day, leaving atiiiirs in great con- 
fusion. This was done in resentment of the 
conduct of the Irish house of commons, in 
rejecting a money-bill sent over in October 
l)y the Knglish privy -council, in assertion 
of !i right claimed under Poyning’s law, 
by which no bills are to pass in Ireland 
ihjit have not been previously ratified by 
tl\e English privy-council. 

The contest of the Corsicans for their in- 
ilepundence was in this year terminated by 
tlieir total subjugation. The soveteigu- 
council of the island was suppressed, and 
Corsica in all respects considered a part 
of the French dominions. 

The French East India Company was de- 
clared bankrupt, and the trade thrown open. 

1770. y<m. 9. Mkbtinoov PARi.iAiiaNT. 
— ^The king opened parliament with a 
^l)ecch, calling their attention to the dis- 
tem^ er that had broken out among the 
horned entiie, and the disorders m the co- 
lonies, hut made no allusion to the Middle- 
sex election. An amendment to the address 
lias moved, to in<]uirc •* into the causes of 
the present unhappy discontents,” which 
was negatived by *J54 to 138. The original 
address was defended, in a maiden speech, 
by Charles James Fox, afterwards the cele- 
brated leader of the opposition. In the 
lords the orijnnal address was carried by 
-113 to 30. Loid Chatham and lord chan- 
ceilor Camden voted in the minority. The 
health of the former had been in an unex- 
pected degree restored, after an almost total 
secession fnnn business for nearly two years. 

16, Lord Camden requested to ifeliver 
np the seals to the king. Next day they 
Were delivered to Charles Y* rke, who had> 
been uttoriiey-generul in the Bute and 
Hockinghain ministries. Several resigna- 
tions followed these ciianges. 

17. Sir John Cust resigned the speaker- 
Hhip of the commons, and died on the 22nd 
nisiuiit. lie was siic<x*etled by sir Fletcher 
Norton, who a short time bt fure had been 
‘ippeinted to the sinecure place of one of 
tile chief ju»tices-in-Kyre. 

20. Died by his owit hatiditi tu the 48ih 


year of his age, lord-chancellor Yorke. Mr. 
Yorke was to have been ennobled, by ihe 
title of baron Morden, but his death took 
place before his jiatent of peerage was com- 
peted. He was the second son of the late 
lord-chancellor Flardwicke ; and his suicide 
is ascribed to remorse in not observing a 
promise he made to his elder brother, to 
refuse any offers of the court. The gieat 
sea!, after being refused by the two chief- 
justices, was put in commission. 

22. On a motion for an inquiry into the 
state of the nation, the earl of Chatham 
expressed himself in favour of a reform of 
the county representation. But national 
confidence was lost, and none of the pa- 
triotic ebidlitions of his lordship ever re- 
covered for him the splendid position he 
^ice held in public estimation. 

28, The duke of Gralton unexpectedly 
resigned his post of first lord of the trea- 
sury. His grace was educated a whig, 
and commenced his career under the aus- 
pices of Chatham. His public character 
appears to have been unfairly depreciated 
by the malignant invectives of Junius. 

Loud North’s Ministry. — The resigna- 
tion of the duke of Grafton made a re- 
construction of the ministry necessary. 
Lord North was now placcil at the head of 
tlie government, with the office of first lord 
of the treasvny, in addition to that he h.id 
for two years held, of chancellor of tlie ex- 
chequer. His premiership lasted 12 years, 
and brought to a close the long ser;es of 
rapid changes that had occurred in the 
present reign. \V ith the exception of the 
Pelham ministry, it was the first stable go- 
vernment the country had had since the 
overthrow of sir Robert Walpo*e, twenty- 
eight }ears before. For the most part, 
however, the new ministry was a continua- 
tion of that of the duke of Gralton. The 
e.iil oL Halifax, as lord piivy-seal, was the 
only irew name introduced into th.e cabinet, 
and ill the subordinate places of govern- 
ment the changes were few. The sul.joined 
exhibits the state of the minisiry, as com- 
pleted ill the following mouth of May: — 
Premier f Lord Noitii. 

Preaidt nt of the Council , F.arl Gower. 

Ijtrd Prtvy^Sea/, Earl of Halifax. 

First Lord of the Admiralty^ Sn* Edward 
Hawke. 

Secretaries of Stnte^ Lords ^^\•yulout}l and 
Uochford. 

OdonufJ Secretnryy Earl of IlilNborough. 
Chance Uor of the Ouchy of Lancaster, Loirl 
Stanley. 

Secreiary^at' (fat\ Viscount Barrington. 
Pay master^ General of' ihe Force,s\ Kichard 
Rigby, Ksq. 

TVtasui er of ihe A^ary, Sir Gilbert Elliot. 
Postmtsters-Genei'ui^ Lords Le Hespencer 
ivttd Sandwich. 
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AUorneif-Gentrait William Do Grey, Ksq. 
Solieiior^Generai^ Edward Thiirlow, Ksq. 
Lieuienant’C^eral of the Ordnance^ Goao- 

ral Conway. 

Viceroy of Ireland^ Viscount Townsheud. 

CharloK James Fox, the second son of 
lord Holland, was a junior lord of the ad- 
miralty; and Charhs Jenkinson, after- 
wanls the earl of Liverpool, a junior lord of 
the treasury, in the North ministry. 

Feb. '1: Forty-eight peers make a public 
declaration, that they will not cease their 
efforts until they have obtained full justice 
to the electors of Britain, injured by the 
disqualifying resolution of the house of 
commons on the Middlesex election. Among 
the names signing this declaration, were 
those of Richmond, Devonshire, Rocking- 
ham, Chatham, Thaiiet, Radnor, Teni nk?* 
Kitzwilliam, Grosvenor, King, and Tiim- 
kerville. Notwithstanding this, the poli- 
tical excitement which had prevailed in 
the two preceding years, began to subside 
under the new ministry, whose strength 
consisted in unity of sentiment. Ostensi- 
bly the several sections of the opposition, 
under Chatham, Rockingham, and George 
Grenville, had been recoucdeti, but little of 
the union, which held together the minis- 
terial forces, reigned in their camp. From 
the first, the new ministry was supported 
hy large majorities in both houses, while 
the opposition every session became less 
numerous and united. 

3. A riot at Chirk to oppose the miliiia- 
act. 

9. A splendid entertainment at the Man- 
sion-house. The dukes of Devonshire and 
Bolton, sir George Saville, and Edmund 
Burke, esq. among the guests. 

1 1. A motion made in the commons to 
disqualify certain reveuue-otficcrs from 
voting at elections^ was negatived by the 
efforts of the minister. Also a motion for 
the production of accounts of the nvil-list 
expenditure. 

12. A very full house of commons — 451 
members present. By a list in the Court | 
Calendar,'’ 192 held places under the go- | 
veininent. 

18. During divine service at .St. Keveii, 
in Cornwall, the lightning shivered the 
steeple and threw it upon the body of the 
church. Many of the congregation had 
their clothes singed, and some their watches 
melted. 

2fi. Mungo Cr^npheU convicted of the 
murder of loi^ Kgiiogton. He afterwards 
committed suicide by hanging himself in 
the Tolbooth. 

Mar. 5. Lord North moved that the ob- 
noxious port-duties, imposed in 1 767 on the 
Americans, be re|iealed, excepting the duty 
oil tea. The tea-duty, which was only 3d. in 
the |Hnmd| and produced only 16,0004 {ler 


annum, was avowedly maintained on the 
principle of asserting the legislative supre- 
macy of Britain. An amendment to rejieal 
the tea-duty was negatived by 204 to 142. 

News soon after arrived of an attack on 
the king’s troops by the people of Boston 
on the 5th instant, the day the minister 
brought forward his conciliatory proposi- 
tion. 

7. Mr. Grenville introduced his bill for 
regulating the proceedings of the house in 
coNTuovKUTKD ELECTIONS. It possed into 
a law ; and provided that instead of decid- 
ing contested elections at the bat of the 
house, committees should be nominated by 
ballot to determine upon each case, and 
the members be sworn to strict impartiality. 

Some gentlemen, encouraged by the So- 
ciety of Arts, made experiments near Kew, 
to hutch eggs iu heated dung, after the 
Egyptian fashion. Their first attempts did 
not succeed, owing, it was supposed, to 
damp : they succeeded in small quantities. 

11. .\bout three in the morning, the 
Chester mail was robbed between Loudon 
and Islington by a single highwayman, 
who was soon after detected negotiating 
a bill, the payment of which had been 
stop])ed. He was a young man, had just 
taken a gmcer’s shop, and was about to be 
married. 

14. The corporation of London present 
a remonstrance to the king. Remonstrances 
were also presented from Westminster ami 
other places. They were received, and given 
to the lord in waiting, and no answer re- 
turned. 

23. A joint address from the lords and 
commons, deprecatory of the city remon- 
strance. 

Apr. 7. The synagogue of the Jews ad- 
vertised a reward for the detection of all 
such of their brethren an receive stolen 
goods. 

17. Mr. Wilkes discharged from prison 
after giving bond for his good behaviour for 
seven yeats. X very general illumination 
on the night of his liberation. His debts 
had been previously paid or cum promised 
by the Society of the Bill of Rights, of 
which Mr. Tooke was chairman. 

21. The king signified his disappioba- 
tion of the conduct of the militarydn inter- 
fering to rescue general Gansell while 
under arrest for debt. 

24. Mr. Wilkes declared eligible to the 
ofiice of alderman of Farriugdwn Without, 
to which he had been previously elected. 

26, At the masquerade given hy Arthur's 
club, at the Opera-house, upwards i»f l‘-^60 
of the nobility and gentry were present. 

30. Sir Robert Benia td returned foi 
Westminster free of expense, in the room 
of Mr. Sandys, now lord Sandy s. 

May 1, A motion of lord Chatham, de- 
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daring the expulsion of Mr. Wilkes from 
the commons illegal, negatived by 89 to 43. 

8. Mr. Burke moved a series of resolu- 
tions, condemning the policy of ministers 
towards America : negatived by a majority 
of 199 m 79. 

14. An address, moved by Chatham to 
the king to dissolve parliament, negatived. 

18. h’arliament prorogued. 

23. City Address to the Kino. — Ano- 
ther address was presented to the king 
from the corporation of London, in which 
they lamented the royal displeasure they 
hjKl incurred in consequence ot their former 
romunstrauce, to the sentiments of which 
they, nevertheless, expressed their adher- 
ence ; and again prayed tor a dissolution of 
parliament. His majesty, in answer, said 
that he “ should have been wanting to the 
public, as well to himself, hud he made 
such an use of the prerogative as was in- 
consistent with the interest, and dangerous 
to the caiistitutioii of the kingdom.” The 
lord-mayor Heckiord, a man of fearless 
spirit, and much democratic pride, demanded 
leave to answer the kino. In the moment- 
ary confusion which this demand occa- 
sioned, permission was granted ; and, with 
great presence of mind and fluency of lan- 
guage, he delivered an extemjiore address 
lo bis majesty, concluding in the following 
words: — “ Permit me, Sire, further to ob- 
serve, that whoever has already dared, or Khali 
hereafter endeavour, by false insinuations 
and suggestions, to alienate your majesty’s 
ailectioiis from your loyal subjects in gene- 
ral. and from the city of Loudon in parti- 
cular, and to withdraw your contidence from, 
and regaid for. your people, is an enemy 
to your majesty’s person and family^, a 
violator of the j uhlic peace, and a betrayer 
uf our happy c’lnatitutiun as it was established 
at the gloriovs and necessfsry rexfolution,^' 
The lord-mayor waited near a minute for a 
reply, hut none was given. Tbe king,” 
•says Mr. Belsham, *• who was accused of 
the indecortiin of laughing at the former 
adilresss now reddened with anger and 
astonishment.’' But when the lord-mayor 
went up to St. .lames’s a few days after 
(oOth instant), with the customary congm- 
tulitions on the birth of a priiice.>s, the 
iuul.chamberlam came into the aiile-cham- 
her wiih a paper in his hand, and lead to 
the following eflTect : — ** As your lordship 
thought fit to Kp«>ak to his majesty afrerlus 
answer to the late remonstrance, I am to 
acquaint your lordship, as it was unuMial, 
his majesty desires that nothing of the kind 
may happen for the future,” 

31. First stone laid of the new gaol at 
Ihe Old Bailey. 

31.^ puBADFui. Accident. — On a grand 
••'hibition of fireworks at Paris, to comme- 
morate the marriage of the dauphin with 


the archduchess Maria Antoinetta, of 
Austria, 3000 persons were killed or wound, 
ed {Annual Register y xiii., 113). This 
dreadful catastrophe arose from some of 
the fire falling among the spectators, which 
occasioned an alarm and pressure in the 
assembled multitude. The number of dead 
amounted to 712. 

June 13. Thiai. op Woodpai.l. — A po- 
litical writer, under the signature of Junius, 
had, since January, 1769, excited attention 
by letters in the newspapers, distinguished 
as well by the force and elegance of their 
style, as the virulence of their attacks on 
individuals. Of the.se compositions, the 
most celebrated is an address to the king, 
in a letter first printed in the “ Public Ad- 
vertiser” of December l‘Jth, exhibiting a 
striking picture of his administration, its 
appearance drew upon Woodfall, the pub- 
lisher, an ex-nfftcio prosecution ; the author 
himself remaining, as he has ever since 
done, concealed. On the trial, lord Mans- 
field informed the jury that they had no- 
thing to do with the intention of the writer, 
their province was limited to the fact of 
publishing, and whether a proper conslnic- 
lion was put on the blanks in the paper of 
the information ; the truth or falsehood of 
the alleged libel was wholly immaterial. 
The jury, however, after being out nine 
hours, fouiul a verdict of guilty of printing 
and publishing only^ which was, in efiect, an 
acquittal. Some of the printers and venders 
of the lett; r were brought in guilty, and 
punished with tine and imprisonment, hut 
others were acquitted. 

23. Died, in his 49th year, Mark Aken- 
side, author of the Pleasures of the Ima- 
gination.” 

l«»rd Grosvenor recovered 10,001)/. da- 
magWi' in an action of crim.-cou. against 
the d- ke of ('umberland. Dam.iges were 
laid at #00,000/. 

July-b, The Russian fleet encountering 
that of the Turks in the channel of Scio, 
and the ships of the hostile admirals en- 
gaging yard-arm aiul yard-arm grappletl 
together, both caught fire and bh-w up. 
Afterwards the Turks retired into the little 
bay of ('isme, on the coast of Natolia, into 
which, in the following night, the Russians 
sent fire-ships, that utterly destroyed their 
whole fleet. 

To complete the disasters of the Otto- 
man empire, this year the plague broke out 
ill Constantinople, and the celebrated Ali 
Hey, the governor of Egypt, threw off the 
Turkish yoke. 

27. Great tiro in Portsmoiitli dock-yard ; 
damages, 149.SS0/. As the fire broke out 
in several places at once, it was suspected 
to be the work of an incendiary, and a 
reward of 1000/, was uflered by the Aa* 
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2. The Russians^ under Homan- 
zow, gain a great victory over the Turks 
on the Pruth. 

17. Tiie 36th part of the king’s moiety 
of the New River water-works was sold by 
public auction at Garraway’s coRee-hous'e 
for 6700/. 

25. Died in London, of poison adminis- 
tered by himself, in the 18th year of his 
age, the unfortunate Thomas Chattcrton, 
a native of Bristol. Extreme tiestitutiou 
is the cause commonly assigne<l for the 
untimely death of this wayward but singu- 
la rly>gi tied poet. 

27* Died, in his 72nd year, Dr. John 
Juitin, an eminent divine of the church of 
England, and author of the ** Remarks on 
Ecclesiastical History.” 

Sept. The city of Dantzic, hitherto 
deemed under the protection of Poland, 
was surprised by a body of Prussians and 
the garrison made prisoners. The pretence 
of this was, that (he Dantzickers had re- 
fused to pass, without examination, some 
casks of silver sent to the Prussian resi- 
dent. The city was compelled to pay 
75,000 ducats, and make some humiliating 
concessions to purchase forgiveness of the 
rapacious monarch of Prussia. 

30. Died, at >iewbury-port in America, 
in the 56lh year of his age, George White- 
field, the founder of the Calvinihtic metho- 
dists. He jH)S8essed extraordinary natural 
eloquence, hut was interior to 51 r. Wesley 
in grasp of intellect and even scholarship. 

Oct. *17. Warrants issued for the im- 
pressment of seamen. 

Nov, 13. Parhainent opened by the king. 

On the same day died, Mr. George Gren- 
ville. By his death one of the divisions 
of the opposition was h ft without a leader 
and some of the principal of them went 
over to the court. 

27. A motion made to restrain the 
power of the attorney- general in niing in- 
fonnalions ejc ufficio, was negatived by a 
majority of 164 to 72. 

28. A sharp altercation in the lords on 
the late charge of Maiisiield to the jury on 
the trial of Wood fall. TJie chiel -justice 
and lord Camden were at direct issue \ but 
Maiistieid evaded a regular contest with 
the ex-chancellor, contenting liiinself wttli 
placing a paper in the hands of the clerk, 
containing the unanimous judgment of the 
court on the occasion. 

Dec. 3. Lok- mayor Crosby refuses to 
back the press-wa: rants, alleging that the 
city bounty was intended to prevent such 
violence. 

The net expense of building Blackfriais 
bridge ascertained to l)e 152,840/. 

Dispcti on thk Fai.ki.an» Islands. — 
The seiture of the Falkland Islands by the 
Spaniardf caused an augmeutution of the 


army and navy. After some negotiation 
the affair was settled by the restoration of 
the islands to the English, but with a se- 
cret arrangement, as is understood, that 
they should be eventually given up to 
Spain. In point of fact ihey were evacu- 
ated by England three years after. The 
affair was the subject of much parliament- 
ary deiiate, and some ministerial changes, 
but not such as to alter the political cast 
of the administration. 

Franck. — The differences between the 
court and the parliaments increased. The 
duke d’Aiguiliun having made himself ob- 
noxious by his government of Britaiiy, he 
was complained of to the crown. The 
duke was brought to trial before the peers 
aiul the parliament of Paris. The trial 
seemed to go against d*Aiguillon, when the 
king suddenly interfered and put a stop to 
the procetnlings. The pfinces of the blood 
expressed their disapprobation, and the 
parliament forbade the duke from appear- 
ing among them. Tl'.e king annulled 
this arrtd. The parliaments of other pro- 
vinces remonstrated, but the king was in- 
exorable, and took violent measures ug<iiu>.t 
them. Officers of the army were sent to 
compel the registering of the royal edicts, 
or to tear in pieces the arrets of the parlia- 
ment, and to banish or imprison some of 
the members. 

A terrible famine this year desolated 
Bengal, in which one-thnd of the popuia- 
tion perished, 

1771. Jan. Ministkuiai. Chanoi-.s. — 
The earl of Halifax succeeded lord Wey- 
mouth in his secretaryship, and the earl 
of Suffolk became lord [irivy-seal. L<»i(l 
Sandwich was placed at the head of the 
.Admiralty, vice sir Edward Hawke. Jud„M*. 
Bathurst was promoted to the chancellor- 
ship, with the title of baron A psley. Mr. do 
(»rey being made chief-justice of the coin- 
inon-pleas was succeeded in the attorney- 
generalship by Mr. Thurlow, the solicito - 
geuerul, who was succeeded by Mr. .Viex- 
ander Wedderburne, at tei wards barou 
Loughborough and earl of Kosslyn. 

2. The death of the duke of Argyle 
having caused a vacancy in the reprc.sent- 
ative peerage of Scotland, the earl of St.iir, 
the coint candidate, was chosen. 'I'be carl 
of Selkirk and thirteen other noblemen 
signed a protest against the return, on the 
ground ot ihe interference of ministers in the 
election, by circular letters, which, thouj^h 
couched 111 terms of simnle good wishes 
for the candidate approven, were niwint. to 
be compulsory on all who expected favours 
from the administration. 

Veb. NawsPAfKii Rbihiiitino.— 

the commencement of this year the news- 
papers began to^report the parliameutary 
debates. Before thia time they had only 
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been given in monthly magazines and 
other periodicals published at considerable 
intervals. The idea of daily reporting 
them was an innovation on the former prac- 
tice and in direct violation of the standing 
:>rders of the house. A complaint on this 
ground having been made on the 8th inst. 
by a member against two of the printers, an 
order was issued for their attendance, with 
which they refused to comply ; and on one 
of them iMiing arrested in the city, under 
the authority of the speaker's warrant, he 
was carried before alderman ^VilkeH, who, 
regarding the caption as illegal, discharged 
him. Two more printers being apprehended 
and carried before lord-mayor Crosby and , 
aldermen Oliver and Wilkes, they also were 
discharged, and the messenger of the com- 
mons held to bail for false imprisonment. 
The house of commons, enraged at this 
d.iring contempt of their authority, com- 
mitted their two members, Crosby and Oli- 
ver, to the Tower. A committee was ap- 
pointed by ballot, to consider the most ad- 
visable mode of further proceeding; after 
sitting till April 30th, it made a report, that 
one of the printers should be taken into 
the custody of the serjeant-at-arms. No- 
thing further being suggested, tb.e house 
burst into a roar of laughter at such au im- 
potent conclusion. Kventually the matter 
was suffered to <lrop ; aldermen Crostiy and 
Oliver walked out of the Tower at the end 
of the session, and ever since the printers 
have reported parliamentary proceedings. 

12. Died suddenly, Adolphus Frederick, 
king of Sweden. lie was succeeded by 
Gustavus 111., who was then at Paris. A 
general election taking place soon after, 
lor members of the diet, the majority 
returned were of the country party or 
capt, who were in opposition to the court 
party or /lu/f, who were favourable to an 
arbitrary monarchy. 

April 9. The Society of the Bill of 
Rights held a large meeting, at which was 
a violent altercation, chiefly on money mat- 
ters, between uldeiman John Wilkes and 
the rev. John Horne, which ended in a 
motion to di'^solve the society. 

Miuj 1, AVith reference to the committal 
of the messengers of the house of com- 
mons by the city magistrates, a committee 
of the house reported, first, that there is 
no instance of any court or magistrate hav- 
ing presumed to commit, during the sitting 
of parliament, an officer of the house i\>r 
executing the orders of the house. Se- 
condly, that there is no instance of the 
house having suffered any person commit- 
ted by the order of the house, to Ihj dis- 
charged during the same session by any 
authority whaUoever, without again com- 
mitting such person. The citv magistrates 
bad, on the S&nd and 30th ult., applied to 


he superior courts to be discharged, but 
were remanded. 

3. Licence granted for opening a thea- 
tre at Liverpool. 

6. Parliament prorogued. The Uhera- 
ion of the lord-mayor and alderman Cros- 
by from the Tower, was celebrated by a 
grand illumination in the city. 

June. Three fourths of the property in 
Sadler’s Wells sold for 70004 

8. Died, George Montagu Dunk, earl 
of Halifax, secretary of state. He was 
succeeded by the earl of Suffolk, whose 
[ilace of privy- seal was filled by the duke 
if Grafton, the late prime minister. 

July 1. Alderman Wilkes elected one 
if the sheriff!* of London by a large majo- 
ity. At night his opponent, Mr. Horne 
afterwards Tooke), was burnt in effigy be- 
fore the Mansion-house. 

13. Lieut. Cook returns from bis first 
voyage of discovery, after an absence of 
two years and eleven months. 

Sept. 3. An unsucoessful attempt made 
by a parly of the Confederates to carry off 
he king of Poland, who was view'ed as an 
ntnider imposed by foreign force. 

18. A yoniig fellow was tried at the Old 
Bailey for felony, and acquitted at twelve 
o'clock ; at two he was detected picking a 
gentleman’s pucker, carried before sir John 
Fielding, and before three found himself 
again safely lodged in Newgate. 

Twenty- five causes pending in Doctors* 
Commons for adultery and crim.-coii. ; a 
greater number than had been in the Eccle- 
siastical Court fifty years before. 

Oct, 4. The duke of ('umberlaud mar- 
ried to Mrs. Horton, a widow lady and sis 
ter to colonel Luttrel, at her boose iu 
Hertford -street, Mayfair. For this mar- 
riage the duke was forbid the court. 

The property of suitors in the court of 
Chancery declared to amount to 5.300.0004 

21. Died in his 5 1st year, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Leghorn, Tobias Smoi.i.ett, 
M !>., a writer of great industry and varied 
^K)wers, as novelist, historian, and poet. 
Smollett's Complete History of Englatufy 
published in 1758. in four volumes, 4to. 
affords an extraordinary instance of lite- 
rary facility, being completed in foorteeii 
months. It was afterwards printed in 
weekly numbers, and continued by Guthrie 
to under the auspices of the author. 

( Gorton^s Ih ^gruphicat Dictionary.) Smol- 
lett was a man of independent mind and 
generous dispositions, but of ncrimonious 
temperament. He is saul to have had no 
patron but the booksellers, which means, 
he depended for subsistence on the sale ot 
his writings, a circumstaiice that nmy ac- 
count fiir the number as well as want of 
polish of some of his productions. 

*21. Mr. Edmund Burke appomted 
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agent for the province of New York, a 
place worth 1000/. a year. 

A tea tree in the garden of the duke of 
Northumberland, in full flower; being the 
first which had flowered in England. 

Abo. 1. John Eyre, esq., a man worth 
30,000/. sentenced, on his own confession, 
at the Old Bailey, to transportation, for 
stealing a few quires of paper. 

Mr, Alderman Townshend suflTered his 
goods to be distrained for taxes, alleging 
that he would pay no assessments, because 
Middlesex was not pro;K>rly represented. 

19. The great cause between sir James 
Lou t her and the duke of Portland, res- 
pecting the royal grant of Inglewood fo- 
rest to sir James, when sir James was 
non-suited on the ground that the con- 
sideration was inadequate, according to 
the provisions of the statute of queen Anne. 

Mr. Stephen, who had published a 
book on the impolicy of imprisonment for 
debt, was ex|)elled by the benchers from 
the Temple. 

In this month the incessant rains occa- 
sioned unusual floods in various parts of 
Kngland, especially in the northern coun- 
ties, where great damage was sustained. 
One of the most remarkable was the burst- 
ing of Solway Moss in Cumberland, ten 
miles north of Carlisle ; the contents of 
which rushed like a torrent over the adja- 
cent low tracts, sweeping away houses, 
trees, and cattle, and converting n^ny acres 
of arable land into a black bog. In Ger- 
many too, there were extraordinary inun- 
dations, which, added to an inclement 
season, and consequent scarcity of the ne- 
cessaries of life, caused great distress to 
the iuhubitiints. 

Fuance. — This year the disputes be- 
tween the king and the parliaments were 
brought to a crisis. The parliament of 
Pans refusing to comply with the arbitrary 
mandates of the court, the members were 
all banished to v if ages near to or distant 
from Paris. The pariiainents of Besaiigon, 
Bordeaux, Toulouse, and Brittany, were 
totall}' suppressed, most of the members 
sent into banishment, and new courts erect- 
ed in their stead. 

Russia. — The plague committed great 
ravages at Moscow, It apjears to have 
existed there for some months, concealed 
under the disguise of a malignant fever ; 
bui in the autumn it showed itself under 
its true colours, and made a most dreadful 
havoc. Fanaticism augmented the mis- 
chief bj inspiring a faith in the power of 
the emgy of a certain saint t dispel the 
di)iease ; ond the vast crowds brought to- 
gether through that persuasion served to 
iiropagate the infection beyond the |)ossi- 
biiity of restraint. The archbishop Am- 
biofini iMiring ordered the removal of the 


picture, an infuriated mob pursued him to 
a monastery, in which he had taken re- 
fuge. dragged him from the altar, and 
murdered him in a most barbarous man- 
ner. To quell the savage tumult, a body 
of troops fired into the midst of the crowu 
and killed a great number. — Aikin^t AnntAi 
of George IlL^, 109. 

Annual Obituary.— Thomas Gray, 55, 
author of the Elegy written in a Country 
Churchyard.” Gray might have accomp- 
lished much more than the poem by which 
he is commonly known. He was a scholar 
of varied attainments and fruitful in lite- 
rary projects, but wanted energy and per- 
severance. 

Claude Adrian Helvetius, 56, known by 
his metaphysical treatise, “ De rEspiit,” 
in which he endeavoured to show that the 
diversities in character in men well-organ- 
ized, are the result of external circtiin- 
stances. 

Philip Miller, F.R.S., 80, an eminent 
horticulturist, and author of the Garden- 
er’s Dictionary.” 

1772. Jan. 16. A revolution in Den- 
mark, which terminated in the imprisnn- 
ment and finally the banishment of the 
[jueen, sister of George 111. Counts 
Brandt and Struensee, phy.sicians to the 
king, and who were suspected of a criminal 
connexion with the queen, were exe- 
cuted. 

21. Parliament opened by the king. 

22. Silver cups voted by the common- 
council of London, to the late lord-mayor 
and aldermen Wilkes and Oliver, for their 
conduct in the aflair of the newspaper 
printers. 

The Pantheon, a place of amusement in 
Oxfurd-htreet, opened to a splendid audi- 
ence of nearly 2000 persons. 

Feb. 6. A petition presented to the 
hou>e of Commons from 2<)0 clergymen of 
the church of Kngland and members ol‘ 
the profession of civil law and medicine, 
against subscribing to the 39 articles. Re- 
jected, alter a warm debate, by 217 to 7 1. 

8. Died, aged 53, the princess-dowager 
of Wales, mother of the king. She had 
five sons and four daughters by her late 
husband, Frederick prince of Wales. The 
influence of the princess, in concert with 
her favourite, loid Bute, is supposed to have 
determined the commencing policy of the 
present reign, the object of which was to 
render the crown more independent of the 
nobility. With this view, according to the 
testimony of sir Nathaniel Wraxall, the 
constant exhort atiou of the princess to her 
son was, “ George, be Kino.** 

11, A motion made in the commons to 
bring in a hill to quiet the dormant claims 
of the church, thei.r«vival of which, in 
several instances had provad a heavy 
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grievance. Strenuously opposed by minis- 
ters and rejected by 141 to 117. 

18. A vote of thanks to Dr. Nowell. for 
his sermon on the 30th of January, it con- 
taining despotic sentiments, expunged from 
the journals. 

20. Royal Marriaok Act. — A mes- 
sage from the king to both houses of par- 
liament, claiming the right of approving 
all marriages of the royal family, and 
which, it aliege(l,alway8 vested in the crown. 
In consequence, a bill was introduced into 
the lords, fur rendering all the descendants 
of the late king incapable of contracting inar- 
nage without the previous consent of his ma- 
jesty or his successors ; but such descendants 
oeing above 25 years of age, on giving the 
privy council 12 months’ previous notice, 
may, alter the expiration of that term, 
marry without the royal assent, unless bot4 
houses of parliament should, within that 
time, declare their disapprobation of it : 
this bill, which was opposed with great 
vigour in both houses, was ultimately 
passed. It originated in the recent mar- 
riages of the king's brothers, the duke of 
Cumberland with Mrs. Horton, and the 
duke of Gloucester with lady Waldegrave, 
neither of which had been recognised at 
court. 

Several waggons coming with provisions 
to the metropolis stopped by the populace 
»nfl the provisions sold at reduced prices. 
This was a common occurrence during the 
present period of distress among the poor. 
The lord mayor was insulted by the mob 
for not lowering the price of bread in 
London. 

Mar. 2. Mr. Montagu inove<l for the 
repeal of the act for the observance of Jan- 
uary 30th ; it met with a cool reception, 
some treating it as a matter of little im- 
portance, others urging that any alteration 
of the Book of Common Proyer would be 
a breach of the act of union. 

29. It appears that 16,694 children 
have been received into the Foundling-hos- 
pital from 1741 to 1771. 

^pr. 13. Warren Hastings succeeded 
Mr. ('artier as governor of Bengal. 

May 8 A hill introduced into the com- ] 
inons for the relief of protestant dissenters. 
Under the toleration act dissenteis were j 
secured in the bberty of \)ub.ic worship. 
but their ministers and Kchoolmasters were 
requited to subscribe the doctrinal articles 
of the church of England, subject to heavy 
penalties for omission. The bill for their 
relief passed the commons, but was rejected 
by the lords. 

A reward of 5000/. voted to Mr. Irvine 
for h)s discovery for making salt water fresh. 

15. The theatre at Amsterdam took 
fire, by which 31 persons were burnt to 
death. 


XiE.st season 3,789,192 mackerel were 
brought to Billingsgate market. 

June 9. Parliament prorogued. 

16. The large banking-house of Neal 
and Fordyce stopped payment ; other fail- 
ures of less imjtortance were the conse- 
quence of this ; the news was conveyed to 
Edinburgh, 425 miles distant, within 43 
hours. On the 22nd instant a meeting ot 
the principal merchants was held in Lon- 
don, with the view of supporting private 
credit and arresting the panic. The fol- 
lowing year the evil extended to the conti- 
nent, and the number of failures was 
unprecedented. 

22. Lord Mansfield gave judgment, 
that the master of Somerset, a negro-slave, 
had no power te seuil him back to the 
plantations. Mr. (iranville Sharpe had 
the merit of establishing this important 
legal decision. 

23. The subscription of bachelors of 
arts at Cambridge, to the 39 articles, was 
removed, instead of which was substituted 
the following declaration : — “ I, A. B. de- 
clare that I am bond fide a member of the 
church of England, as by law established.” 

Jufy 1. Determined in the Kiiig’s-bench 
that stock standing in the books of the 
Hank in the joint names of husband and 
wife, the husbaml alone may transfer. 

14. A remarkable instance occurred of 
disproportionate criminal punishment. Two 
persons whip|)ed round Covenl-gar- 

deii market pursuant to sentence ; the one 
for stealing a bunch of radishes, which 
nature might have impelled him to do ; 
the other for debauching Ins own niice, a 
crime that nature revolts at. — Ann. lieyist. 

Aug. 1. Kkyolution IN SwF.uEN.— Swe- 
den was this month the scene of an extra- 
ordinary revolutinii, e fleeted by means of 
the army, and with great address and dis- 
simulation on the part of the king. By 
the new form of government, dictated by 
Gu>tavus, the whole executive power, the 
nomination of the senate, the appointment 
and removal of judges, the imposition of 
taxes, and the disposal of the public mo- 
ney. is vested in the crown. These changes 
were announced by the king at an assem- 
bly of the states in a long speech, at the 
end of which he took a psaber out of his 
pocket and began to sing a Te Dcum^ in 
which the whole audience joined. On their 
dismissal he told them he hoped to meet 
them again at the eu»l of six years ! 

8. Four persons were tried at York, and 
acquitted for want of evidence, lor sino- 
theriug between blankets a boy labouring 
under nydrophobi a. 

10. The affairs of the East India Com- 
pany having become deranged, a statement 
was laiil before government, representing 
the necessity of a loan ol 1 .00(l,000/.at least* 
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Sept,7n An extraordinary rain at In- 
Terary, in Scotland ; the rivers rose and 
swept away trees that had braved tioods 
for upwards of 100 years. All the duke 
of Argyle’s cascades and bridges were des- 
troyed at his seat there. 

7. The communication of the Birming- 
ham, Stafibrdshire, and Worcestershire 
canals opened. 

The sentence of captain Jones, for so* 
doiny, commuted into transportation for 
life. 

14. A bow and quiver found in the 
New Forest, supposed to have lain there 
since the rei^n of William Rufus. 

15. Ten inches of rain fell in twelve 
hours at Marseilles. 

Aor. 5. By the accidental explosion of 
a large quantity of gunpowder at Chester, 
a place c.illed Katun’s dancing-room was 
Mown up. Forty persons were killed, up- 
wards of sixty wounded, besirles much da- 
mage to the adjacent premises. 

17. Mr. serjeaut (iilynu was elected re- 
corder of London, vacant b\ the appoint- 
ment of sir J ames Kyre to be a baron of 
the exchequer. 

Advice of a dreadful hurricane in the 
West Indies. 

Dec. 9. Sir Thomas Parker, late chief- 
baron of the exchequer, receives a pension 
of il40tl/. for his public services. 

‘2J. The proofs and claims under the 
bankruptcy of Fordyce ami Co.|Niuiouated 
to 181,330/. 

From an account laid before the house 
of commons, it appeared that the number 
of horses exported from England, from 5th 
of Januar)', 1750, to 5th January, 177J, 
was ‘29,131. 

MiNiSTnuiAL CuANoKs. — The carl of 
Ililisl'urough resigned the secretai*} ship fur 
the colnujes, in which he wa-i succeeded by 
the earl of D<irtinuutli, a iiuhleman sup- 
posed more favourably ailected to the 
American colonists. K irl ILtrcomt was 
appointerl to the vicero) alty of Ireland, in 
the room of lord T»»wnshend, v/ho was 
placed at the head of the ordn nice. Sir 
Jeffrey Amherst was sub.^tituted, as lieu, 
tenant-general of the ordnance, fur general 
Cunway, who was promoted to the govern- 
ment of Jersey. Charles James Fox was 
promoted to a seat at the treasury-hoard. 
Thei>e alterations did not impair the strength 
of the ministry, and were ail completed by 
the end (»f the yer. ;. 

Pkack ani> War. — It is remarkable that 
during the two years of the late war (1759- 
fiO), the numlier of eriminais condemned 
at the Old Bailey amounted to 29 only, 
and the days of the judges^ attendance to 
40 ; but that <flfirjng the two y^ars of 
peace (1770-1), the number of criminals 
cuadaoUMKl have amounted to 151^ and the 


days of the judges* attendance to 91.-« 
Annual HeyUter, XV., 144. 

East India Company. — Knomious abuses 
were this year discovered in the affairs of 
the East India Company. From tJie in- 
quiries of a parliamentary committee, it 
appeared that they had suffered by tho ra- 
pacity of their servants to the amount of 
three millions. The company determined 
to send out a commission of supervision, 
but the house of cominuns interfered to re- 
strain them, having themselves entered 
u{K>n an inquiry into their adminiKtratinn. 

Dismkhdkrment op Poland. — ^T he first 
treaty for the partition of Poland, by her 
three despotic neighbours, was this year 
concluded. By this unprincipled compact, 
one-third of the Polish territory was ceded 
to Austria, Russia, and Prushia. The par- 
titioning powers also dictated an aristo- 
cratic constitution to the Poles, which, 
imderthe influence of artillery and bayonets, 
they compelled a majority of the diet to 
accept. 

Annual Obituary. — James Brindley, 
the engineer and projector of the duke tf 
Bridgewater’s canal. 

Hubert Henley, earl of Xorthington, late 
lord-chancellor. 

Van Swieten, aged 72, a famous German 
physician. 

Elizabeth Page, aged 108, who had long 
carried on the tiade of a medical adviser us 
a man. 

Or. \ViIliam Borlase, aged 70, an anti- 
quarian. 

1773. Jan. The importation of c«i»ils 
into London last year amounted to 7*20, UOO 
chaldrons. 

1. The locks, ten in uumher, on the duke 
of Bridgewater’s canal at Uuncurn, opened, 
forming a rise of 90 feet from tho river 
Mer.*»ey. 

6. Riots at Dundee ; some corn carried 
oil by the moh. 

15. At Dutf-house, the residence of the 
coimtes.s-dowagitr ut Fife, was exhibitt d tho 
lir>f inaMpierade ever seen in Scotland. 

19. Parliament met after the recess/ 

2b. A motion to shorten the duration 
of pailiameiits negatived hy 153 to 45. 

30. The lord-mayor declined g‘»mg to 
St. Paul’s us usual, being king Lhailes's 
martynlom. 

Frb. 1. Duel in Maryleboiio-fields be- 
tween lord Townshend and lord Bellamunt, 
ill which the latter was wounded. 

4. "i'he university of Oxford refused to 
follow the example of Cambridge, by a mo- 
dification of the Thirty-nine Articles. 

Muelfammu, a volcanic mountain, near 
Holywell in Flintshire, threw out combus- 
tible matter. 

17. In Lathanf coal-works a large tond 
was found alive in a solid coal 180 feet 
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underf^ound. On iff being exposed to 
the air, it soon died. 

23. A motion in the commons to dis- 
pense with subscription to the Thirty-nine 
Articles, was negatived, after a long and 
warm debate, by 159 to 64. 

Mar, 11. The livery of I^ndon, assem- 
bled in Common-hall, passed a resolution 
in favour of annual parliaments. 

Apr. 6. Polish diet opened. 

7. The canal from Skipton to Bingley, 
in Yorkshire, opened. 

20. Mr Wilkes, in a letter to the speaker 
of the house of commons, renews his claim 
to a seat in that house. Several motions 
made, in consc<iuence, by sergeant Glynn 
and sir George Saville, but negatived by 
large ministerial majorities. 

By the opening of a grave in the body 
of a church at Soulieii, in France, 180 per- 
sons were present, all of whom, except six, 
were taken ill of a ]iutrid lever. 

21, Dkati! ov Chks ieukiei.d. — In his 
79tli year, died Philip Dormer, earl of 
(diestt‘rtield, a nobleman who played adis- 
tmguished part in the last reign, as cour- 
tier, diplomatist, and statesman. He was 
also celebrated for his polished manners, 
wit, and love of literature. His lA?iters 
to his Sou” are generally known, and, 
th ough reprehensible for selfishness and 
ui'iral laxity, as a popular corle of ethics, 
contain useful precepts for the improve- 
ment of the mind, temper, and be- 
haviour. 

.l/oy 7.The commons resolved that Robert 
lord Clive had, by an abuse of the power with 
which he was iutrustetl in India, wrong- 
fidlv possessed himself of 234,(100/. ; but 
bad rendered great service to this country. 

A plague m Mexico that carried oft 
30,000 persons. 

June, .Mr. Bruce returned into Egypt, from 
his journey to discover the source of the 

mv. 

2 Captain Phipps sailed from the Nore 
to iliscovor the Nortn-west pas.sage. 

22. The king visits Portsmouth. 

It appears from reports made to parlia- 
ment, that the linen manufactures of Scot- 
land and Ireland have decreased one-half, 
«.wing to the migration of the poor from 
these kingdoms. 

^w/y 1. Parliament prorogued by the 
king. 

8. Lord Sandwich obtained 2000/. da- 
rn ages for a libel printed in the Lnntlon 
hrening Pott, charging him with the tale 
ol places under government. 

21. The p4»pc issued a bull for the total 
Ruppression of the ortler of the Jesuits. 

Aiiff, 22. Died, in the G4th vearof his 
ftge, Getirge lord Lyttelton, autnor of the 
“ Dialogues of the Dead,’’ and an elegnnt 
poet and scholar. Ilis lordship was chan- 


cellor of the exchequer in IZSf) • was a 
ftuent and graceful bpeakcr, but wanted 
energy for a political leader. 

Se/it. 4. A Serjeant of the guards sen- 
tenced to be shot for enlisting men for lb- 
reign service. His sentence was cummute(l 
fur 900 lashes. 

20, Captain Phipps returned from his 
voyage to the Polar seas. His progress 
was arrested by the ice, and he was unable 
to get nearer the north-pole than 81° 39'. 

Oct. 6. At the close of the jioll for lord- 
mayor, aldermen Wilkes and Bull were re- 
turned to the court of aldermeu, by whom 
Bull was chosen. 

16. Irish working-school incorporated. 

Aov. Powell, a celebrated pedestrian, 
walked from London to York, and returned 
ill six days, a distance of 402 miles. 

16. Died, aged 58, Dr. John Haw'kes- 
woRTif, an ingenious miscellaneous writer, 
and author of “ The Adventurer.*’ He suc- 
ceeded Dr. Johnson in compiling the par- 
liamentary speeches for the Gentleman’s 
Magazine.” lie was also the editor of the 
discovery voyages of Wallis, Byron, Car- 
teret, and Cook ; and allowed by go- 
vernineiit to appropriate to his own use the 
whole proceeds of the sale, amounting to 
6000/. 

30. The Royal Society presented Dr. 
Priestley with the Copley medal for his ex- 
cellent ])aper on difierent kinds of air. 

Dec, 1. *11 wan decided in the Common- 
pleas that a landlord cannot stop goods for 
rent not due. 

18. Outrage at Boston. — Several armed 
jiersoiis in the disguise of Mohawk Indians 
hoarded three ship.s, laden with tea, in the 
port of Boston, and threw the entire of the 
c.trgoes overlxiard without doing further in- 
jury. These ships belonged to the East 
India Company. Similar outrages on 
^milller carg<H*s of tea were committed in 
the same place, and in South Carolina; 
and a cargo landed at New York, under 
the protection of a man-of-war, was obliged 
to be locked up. The hostility to the im- 
portation of tea re.sulted from the retention 
of a trifiing duty on that ar4cle, to assert 
the right of the British parliament to tax 
the colonies. 

The manufacture of plate-glass first be- 
gan in Lancashire. 

Some specimens of native lead found at 
Penvfield in Monmouthshire, the first ever 
found in England. 

Commercial credit continued depressed 
by the late bankruptcies, and by the de- 
preciation of the value of the gold cum, 
from wear and fraudulent practices. 

During tins year, tha emperoi Jo.seph 
evinced extraoidiuary wtivity in the go- 
vernment of h»s dominions. He claimed 
from the pope the *^1* nominating to 
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the bishoprics in his hereditary states, and 
actually filled up some vacant sees in Hun- 
gary and Bohemia, In the summer he 
travelled 3000 miles on horseback, intro- 
ducing many salutary reforms. 

East India Company.— The magnitude 
of the Indian empire, and the incompetence 
of the company for its government, had for 
some time Bxed the attention of the legin- 
lature. In the month of June two acts of 
parliament were passed, entirely altering 
the constitution of the company, and vest- 
ing in the crown that superintendence 
which it has ever since exercised. By these 
acts the dividend is restricteilto 6 percent., 
and a loan of 1,400,000/. advanced to the 
comp.iny at 4 per cent. lleiretoft>iv every 
proprietor of stock had the right of voting 
in general courts ; all below 500/. are diN- 
quaiified ; an additional vote given to pro- 
pi letors from 1000/. to 3000/. ; two addi- 
tional. from 3000/. to 6000/. ; and three, 
from 6000/. to 10,0o0/. Instea<i of re-elect- 
ing the whole nuinl>er of directois every 
year, six only went out, by rotation, in lieu 
of whom, others were choiien A governor- 
general was appointed to reside in Bengal, 
and the other presidencies were made sub- 
ordinate to Bengal. The governor-general 
to be nominated by the directors, hut 8ul>- ■ 
ject to the approval of the crown. All ter- 
ritorial correspondence to be laid before 
ministers. A supreme court of judicature 
estal)lisht*d at Calcutta, with judges ap- 
pointed by the crown. 

The n .mber of proprietors of East India 
stock, on the 4th of March last, wa.s us 
fulioivs : — 

English proprietors, possessing stock of 
1000/. and upwards, 4157 ; foreign ditto. 
325 ; total proprit-tor* of 1000/. stock, 812 : 
total value of stock, 1.900,330/. 

English proprietors, possessing .5004 
stock and upwanls, but not amounting to 
10004, 1246 ; foreign ditto, 9.5; total pro- 
prietors of 5004 stock, 1341 : total value of 
stock, 6i4,7JV/, 

So that by raising the elective qualifica- 
tion, nearly fwo-tliirds of the proprietors 
were excluded from voting. 

1774. Ja/t, 13. Parliament opened by the 
king. 

21. Died, the Turkish emperor Miisfa- 
pha III., and was succeeded by his brother 
Abdul Hainet 

29. In the priv /-council was discussed 
the merits of a p. fitiou presented by J)r. 
Franklin, agent for Massa hnsetts, setting 
forth that the people of tha* province had 
no cooiideoce in their gfjvernor. and pray- 
ing his removal. The rr*snlt was the dis- 
mSeal of the iietMon, and the removal of 
Df. Ffnnkliii (rcmi the office of dep.uWpost- 
for the eoloiitea. The go- 
nm$t¥ai dai^-governor (Olim ud 


Hutchinson) had recommended, in confi« 
dential letters, the adoption of coercive 
measures towards the colonists. Copies of 
these letters were privately obtained by 
Franklin, through the agency of a Dr. Wil- 
liamson, who stole them from a government 
office, and transmitted them to America, 
where they excited great indignation. 

11. A letter to the speaker of the com- 
mons in the “ Public Advertiser** voted a 
libel. The printer ordered to attend, when 
he gave up the rev Mr. Horne as the 
author. Mr. Horne was ordered tu attend, 
which he did ; but there not being any evi- 
dence against him except the printer, who 
was in custmly, he was discharged. 

Feb, 8. Died at Paris, M. de Condt- 
mine. celebrated fur his voyage to discover 
the figure of the earth. 

13. A motion in the King*s-bench, on 
the part of Macklin the actor, against cer- 
tain persons who had hissed him from the 
stage, and comis lled the managers to dis- 
charge him from the theatre. The court 
:!ecided that as the theatre was opened for 
the amuNcment of those who pairl for ad- 
roi'ision, they had a right to express their 
opinion of the |>erfoimers ; hut they had 
no right previou*ly to combine for that pur- 
pose. Motion refused. 

22. Law ov Copyriuiit.— Tlio house of 
lords decided the iiiipoiitiiit question that 
the author of a bock or literary composi- 
tion has no exclusive right to the publica- 
tion of the same by the common law ; such 
exclusive right Irciiig abrogated by the sta- 
tute the yth of queen Anne. Under the coni- 
iiion law, an author claimed a perpetual 
copyright, which is limited by the siatute 
to 14, or if he survived that term, to 28 
years. The case excited great interest, and 
lord Camden s|>oke two hours in favour of 
the statutory limitation. 

28. The hon. (/harles James Fox dis- 
mis'»ed from his seat at the treasury-l cKird. 

Mar, 4- Mr. Howard, the sheriH of Bed- 
ford, received the thanks of the commons 
fur his humane inquiry into the state of 
prisons. Dr. Fothergill and surgeon Potts 
were examined, and gave it us their opinion 
that the gaol-diKtein{)er originated in a 
iiumWrof per-ons being confined inachise 
place and not kept clean. Veiitilatioii, 
cleat di ness, and hot and cold baths in pti’ 
sons were lecommeiuled. 

9. ITic heavy rains which fell on this 
and the three preceding days, raided the 
waters to a great ht-ight in the neigh I joui- 
liood of Loiidiiii, by which considerable 
damage was dune to the garden ground, 
and young plantariouf ; two west ctnuitry 
barges wrre carried out of the Thames and 
left in Battersea fioldt. 

31. Penny-post ftrti etUblished in 
Dublin. 
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Aukrioan Coercion Bills. — In this and 
the following month were introduced into 
the Commons three important measures 
relative to America. On the 14th inst. the 
Boston Port Bill was broiiglit forward, by 
which the Custom-house was removed and 
the port closed. By the second bill the 
charter of Massachusetts Bay is annulled 
and the government of that province vested 
in the nominees of the crown. The third 
empowers the governor of the province to 
send all persons charged with capital of- 
fences there tolte tried in this country. These 
bills were carried almost without opposi- 
tion in both houses. Asa ineuus of enturc- 
ing them, four regiments were sent to Bos- 
ton under general Gage, as governor of the 
province and commander-in-chief. 

April 4. Dkatii ok Goi.dsmitu. — At 
his chambers in the Temple, in his 43rd 
year, the popular ‘author of the Vicar 
of Wakefield and the 13eserted Village. 
As a writer J)r. GobUmith possesses those 
cjiialities which interest most, and offend 
none ; and though not eminent for force or 
originality, there is, in his various produc- 
tions, an irtgeniouN facility which it has 
been pertinently observed (^Edtnhurgh Re- 
etV’Mf), if not genius, is its near kindred. 
'Phe d'lCtor never having realised a perfect 
iiuiepeodence, lus character had hardly 
hco})e for full development ; but the vani- 
ty, egotism, and simplicity ascribed to him 
rt-nder his biography more interesting than 
js uj^ual with men of loiters. He seems to 
have had the fiiibles ascribe<l to Irishmen 
— a relish for present enjoyment, with little 
regard to the future ; and uii impuUive be- 
nevolence, t^ith little iliscriminatiun. His 
premature death was occasioned by dysury 
( Prwri Life of G-//dsmiifif li. 513), the result 
of close application to those laborious com- 
]>il itions, amusing and instructive to (he 
public, but often fatal to the literary artist. 

1/. Unitarian chapel in Kssex-street 
optMuul with a reformed Book of Common 
Prayer. 

lib Mr. Rose Fuller, in the commons., 
nioved that the house resolve itself into u 
committee on the American tea duty. Ne- 
gatived by a majority of 18 J to 49. It was 
un this occasion Mr. Burke delivered his 
Celebrated siwech on American taxation. 
Ihifing the discussion on the Coercion 
Ihlls the standing order of the house 
Hgunst the admission of strangers was 
eniorced. Hvit the public for some time 
had taken little interest in t'olitical ques- 
tions. 

Mag 2 The Society of Antiqrianes bt- 
desi 'JUS to ascertain the state of the 
‘«dy of Kdward I., after the efforU made 

preserve it iti wax, obtained leave to open 
ne stone sarcophagus in Westminster Ah- 
,*"7hich it is deposited. They found 
body in e state of perfect preservation, 


and most richly dressed. The length of 
the corps was six feet two inches. 

10. Death ok Louis XV. — Died of the 
small-pox, the king of France, in the 64th 
year of his age and the 59th of his reign. 
His abandoned private life and despotic 
public one had long stripped him of his 
early appellation of the Well-beloved^ 
During his reign arts, science, and philo- 
sophy made great progress, and the equa- 
torial and polar voyages, to measure a de- 
gree of the meridian, were creditable to 
the French government. The deceased 
sovereign was less illiterate than his pre- 
decessor, and might have lieen rcNpectable 
for intelligence, bad nut his iinder.>tiinding 
and moral heusibilities been early bluuted 
by habits of indolence and sensuality. He 
was succeeded by Louis XVT. 

17. General Gage dis>>olved the assem- 
bly of Massachusetts Bay. 

Junel. CoPVHiGHT Bill. — Tiie London 
Bookseller!** bill fur the protection i.f C 'py- 
right having passed the commons, it came 
on to be discus.sed in the lords. Lord Den- 
bigh spoke strongly against the bill, and 
said it was only meant to encourage mono- 
poly. la^rd Lyttelton replied to his objec- 
tions, and said that the bill was not to lepeal 
the recent decision of the luriU (ante p. 499) 
hilt to relieve men who hail laid out about 
600,000/. in copyright since 1769, The lord 
chancellor opposed the bill. So did lord 
Camden, who said if the hill had stated 
what particular set of men had l>een injured, 
and what loss they had sustained, they 
might have had some favour shown them. 
Hill thrown out. 

11. At a general meeting of the parish- 
ioners of Kccles, near Mauches’er. it was 
unanimously agreed to strike otf iroin the 
|H)or's rate ail pauper h who shall, alter the 
20th instant, keep dogs. 

22. Parliament prorognetl, a:ter the 
royal assent had been given to a bill lor 
the better gtu eminent of Quebec. 

July 8. A terrible atIVay between tlie 
Knglisb and Irish h.iymakers at Mill Ilnl, 
Hendon. Some lives were lost, and a gieat 
many woiimied. The quarrel arvise fri in a 
resolution ot the Knglish to prevent tlie em- 
ployment of the Insli in hiiNinaking 

9. At Guiidhail the hon. ( harles J .nm s 
Fox oht.iiiietl a verdict against Mr. \\ il- 
liams. for a letter inserteil in the Mornittg 
Post reflecting on his character. 

14, Captain Fuvneanx, who sailed in 
the Adventure in company with captain 
CtHik. arrive«l at Spilhead, having cin vnn- 
navigated the glol>e, and reaclieii 67 deg 
10 min. of soutbeni latitude. 

18. C:or»ica ceded to the king of S.idi- 
nia by tlui French. 

III. Peace signed between the Russiana 
•nd Tutkfc By «hi» U.aty th« inaepen- 
dence of the Cnmv» wa» acKoowledged. 
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and Russia obtained Kimburn and the en- all the oBicers of his time.*’ His tactics 
tire district between the and the Duie- were those afterwards successfully exempli* 
per, with the free passage of the Durda- tied by the republican generals of France 
nelles. — energy, celerity of movement, anti the 

30. A great number of heavy cannon precipitation of masses on weak points, 
shipped at Woolwich for the American He represented Shrewsbury at his death, 
colonies. hut seldom spoke, though when roused, ho 

Aug, 16. New charter of incorporation rose into eloquence. He was kind and 
granted to the borough of Helston in Corn- liberal in private life, and {rerhaps it was 
wall. (luestionable equity to test his Indian de- 

Sept. 1. The English evacuated, pursii- linqueucy by European jurisprudence, 
aut to a secret convention with Spain, the By a decision of the court of Kind's 

Falkland Islands, leaving an inscription to bench the crown is defeated in its claim 

attest their claim to them. of the 4^ per cent, duty from the ceded 

5. The deputies of the twelve old Arne- island of Granada, 
rican colonies, 51 in number, assembled at 29. Nkw Paui.umknt opened. The 
Philadelphia. Resolutions passed approv- apathy with regard to public transactions, 
ing the resistance of the Bostonians, and which had begun four years since, Conti- 
promising them support should any attempt mii'd. and in few places were the elections 
be made to carry into force the coercive warmly Ci»nte^ted. Alderman Wilkes was 
laws. A general declaration of the light n turned for Middlesex; and ministers wisi*- 
of the colonies to tax themselves, followed ; ly not opposing his taking his seat, tlie 
then a petition to the throne : — addresses t political inthience of this formidalde ngi- 
the people of Britain, to the colonies, and tutor subsided into its natuial dimeiiHain.s. 
to the jiruvince of Quebec terminated the The resistance of the American colonies 
labours of Congress, October ‘Jbth, when having now assumed almost the form of a 

they adjounuMl to the ensuing 51 .ty. general insurrection, it was pointedly nd- 

21. Pope Gangaiulli died, in his 7()th veried to in the king's speech. In l*o;li 
year, not without suspicion of being poi- houses the ininisterial address was keenly 
soned by the jt suits. debated, but carried by laige inajorities. 

30. Parliament unexpectedly dissolveil. In the lords by 46 to 9. in the c«»!mnrns 
It bad sat rather short of its legal term, by 264 to 73. Sir Fletcher Norton w- ; 
namely, sjx years, four months, and 21 chosen speaker. 

days, which was precisely the duration of 30. Resolutions of the first AnieriiMii 
George II.’s first parliament, dissolved in congress arrived. 

April, 1734. />c. 8. A true bill found against the* 

Oci, B. John Wilkes, esq. chosen lord duchess of Kingston lor bigamy, in having 
mayor by 1957 votes. married the late duke, being then the wile of 

16. Hied, the premature victim of ir- the h«»noiiiable Angnstiis Hervey. 

Tegular habits, Robert Fergusson, the 30, I)je»l, Paul Whiteheadl a puit of 
Scotch poet. consid»*iab e temporary celebrity. 

19. The Leeds canal from Liverpool to it appears by the Siamjwollice bo.As 
Wigan opened. that the nu nher of newspapers publl^hld 

27. A notorious felon, called Sixteen ihis year was 12, 3(?0, 1)00. 

String Jack, coniicted of higlivviiy nddnry A remarkable b reign incident was tic 
at the Old Bailey, rebedioii */f PugatclulK m Rnssi i, J !;)<; 

jSov. 22. Hkath ok Clivk. — Died, by man, a (’ossack by birth, anMimi’t! t!..* 
his own hands, at his hoviNC in Berkeley- name of theemi>eror Peter II I., pretendiug 
square, in the bOlh year of bis age, Uobeit | that he batl providentially e'Caped 
lord Ciive, baron of Phissey in the Iri>h j those who designed to murder him. lb'' 
peerage. Mental dtspoudenev', resulting | m.trvellutis talc and s.mctified lij*'k gHiiu-il 
from acute bodily sutlering, aggravated by j him many follow'crs. hut he was fin.iliy 
i feeling of mortified pride, ami probably, | routed and put to death, by sever ng Ids 
some degree of self* repi ouch, ai ethecausen head, h.iuds, and feet from his body, 
assigned for this painful catastrophe, f .Sir 

Jtthn Ataicoim'i Ltf’eiof Lord Oivr, iii. 372.) rtuf.ic iTATtTRs. i. To xv. oKonoK in. 

The resolution . \ the house of commons m 

the preceding year (ante p, 489) had fixed I Geo., c. 23. Commissions of judges to 
Bn ignominious jottendo on the eonduct of continue in foice ijoiwitht»tamiing adini‘!»« 
elite, in the East Indies, which his dark of the crown ; hut king may remove any 
mud haughty soul could ill bn ok. In judge on address of both houses ot parh.i* 
achieving his sidemiid military triumphs merit. • , . nf 

he seems to have been guide«i by the max- 2 Geo., c. 22. Requiring a n’gis tji 
fill, that the eud sanctified tne means, parish-poor intunis under lour years o < 

Xioid Chatham termed him ** a heaven- born be kepi in every parish within 
Ijeacfi^wbO; without experience) Surpassed bills of mortality. Extended by 7 ueo. 
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e. 39, to children under six years old. 
(Ante p. 477.) 

3 Geo., c. 48. Import of foreign silk 
stuckings and gloves prohibited. 

6 Geo., c. 12. Declaring the dependency 
of the American colonies, and that the Bri- 
tish lyirliament has power to make laws of' 
sufficient validity to bind the colonists. 

Cap. 25. Regulates apprentices, and 
persons working under contract. 

7 Geo. c. 38. Securing for fourteen 
years the copyright in prints and engrar- 
ings. 

Cap. 48. Regulating joint-stock com- 
panies. Shareholders not to vote in any 
general court unless in possession of stock 
six months previously. Dividend not to 
be declared other than at the half-year 
ur quarterly general court, at the distance 
of five months at least from the last pre- 
ceding declaration of a dividend. 

10 Geo. c. 16. Regulating trial of con- 
troverted parliamentary elections. (Gren- 
ville act, ante p. 482.) 

Cap. 39. Fi-\es prices at which corn 
sliall be imported and exported. 

Cap. 50. Preventing delays of justice 
by parliamentary privilege. 

12 Geo., c. li. Royal Marriage act 
;ante p. 4S7). 

Cap. 20. Persons standing mute on 
arraignment fur felony, or piracy, to he 
procet»ded against as if they pleaded to the 
indictment. 

Cap. 61. Regulates the removal of gun- 
{lowdt-r. 

C’ap. 71. Provides for more free internal 
trade in corn, by repealing 5 Edw. VI., 
c. M, ag.iinst furestallers, regrators, and 


flourishing. It was encumbered, it is true, 
with a consiilerable debt, but not beyond 
its resources to bear. Diuing the twelve 
years* (leuce that followed this debt might 
have been greatly reduced, had not minis- 
terial changes and dissensions prevented 
the introduction of any great and uniform 
system of fiscal economy. Hence little 
more than ten millions of debt were paid 
off*, from the peace to the breaking out of 
the colonial war in 1775, when the princi- 
pal of the debt amounted to 135,943,051/., 
and the interest to 4,476,821/. 

At the king's accession, the public in- 
come was (ante p. 459) 8,523,540/. lu 
177.5, the first year of the colonial war, it 
had increased to 10,138,061/. 

The peace establishment, on an average 
of four years, ending in 1770, was as fol- 
lows : — 

£. 

Navy . 1,573,422 

Army . 1,. 513, 412 

Ordnance . . 227,907 

Miscellanies 108,231 

£3,422,972 

iSt/rc. Hist. Rev», Pt. hi., 94. —■ ' , . — 

The king’s civil list, in 1760, was fixed 
at 800,000/. i>er annum, subject to the se- 
; veral aimuities of 50.000/. a year to the 
I prince’*!<-dowagcr of Wales ; 15.000/. to 
I ihe duke of Cumberland ; and 12.000/. to 
the princess Amelia. Thin provision ap- 
pe;irs to have been insufficient to meet the 
royal ex^H-nditure, as large arrears speedily 
accumulated. In 1769, 513,511/. was 
granted to ilischargc arrears of the civil- 
list. In 1777, 620,000/. was again voted 


engrossers. 1^,^. jj similar purpose, togeiherwiih an ad- 

13 Geo., c. 43. Regulates the import I per annum to the income 

and export of corn. | „f crown ; 120,000/. was also given as 

Cap, 52, .Appointing wardens fur assay j marriage portions of the princesses 
ing wrought jdatc ia Sheffield and Bir- j Augusta and Matilda, 
unnghain. ‘ 


Cap. 58. Providing clergymen to officiate co-umeuck. manl vactl uks, coKsuMrnoN. 
in gaols. 


t^ap. 82. Di'claring settlement of bastards 
h m lying-in hospitals to be the same 
as mothers. 

14 Geo., c. 59. Prvventhin of gaol dis- 
Ivniper; provides fur the washing and ven- 
til.ition of rooms, both for debtors and cri- 
minaU ; orders rooms to be set a\iart for 
the rec(‘ption of the sick of bvith sexes ; 
bathing tubs tohe provinled ; apothecaries to 
he appiunted, who are to report to quarter- 
sevsions the state of health of prisoners. 

Cap. 78. Building-act for the metropolm: 
rvgulttiing party-walls ; prevention of fires. 

UlVBNUKi OKilT, AND TAXES. 

Tha situation of the country at the con- 
chisioii of the war in 1762 was highly 


It will he seen from the subjoined state- 
ment of the amount of tonnage which yearly 
cleared outwards from Biitish ports, and 
the value of the cargoes eX|x)rU'<l. that 
the commercial impulse ol the pieceiling 
reign coutmued unabated up to the perit>d 
,of the American war. The statement is 
continued down from that inserteti page 
' 457, winch included the first two years of 
\ the reign of George III. 

i Yran. Tuit$. V-il.r of 

‘ 1763 649. »1-' i’ l.'f, V 

1764 65 ', 734 

176.5 71'.>,'4r.7 

1766 746,0.14 

17., 7 709,041 

1768 741.540 16,6'-0,133 



494 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


Yeara. 

1769 

772,875 

£15,001,289 

1770 

760,971 

15,996,569 

1771 

836,922 

19,018,481 

1772 

890,711 

17,720,169 

1773 

826,303 

16,375,428 

1774 

863,513 

17,288,487 

There 

appears to have been in the years 

1764-7 1 

i decline in the value of the car* 


goes, though little in the quantities ex- 
|H>rted. It probably resulted from the fall 
in prices, after the commercial panic of 
1763. Nine years after this, another mer- 
cantile revulsion occurred, of greater in- 
tensity, and which was followed by a fall 
both in the aminint and value of exports. 
In 177*2 the number of bankruptcies in 
England amounted to 523 ; in 1 773 to 
562, nearly double the usual number of an- 
tecedetit years. This increase of commer- 
cial failures was occasioned by the specu- 
lative activity of preceding years, and the 
subsequent re-action (^Maepherson s JnnaU 
of Commerce, iii., 533) ; as is evinced by the 
fact, that the export trade of Britain reached 
a height in 1771 which it did not again 
attain till the year 1783. 

The first period of tlie reign of George 
111. is distinguished by those remarkable 
mechanical inventions that gave such a 
{lowerful impulse to manufacturing indus- 
try, and enabled us to distance all fiireigners 
in the race of competition. In 1764. James 
Watr, a native of GreerKsrk. began his won- 
derful improvements in the application of 
steam power, the full extent and importance 
of which we seem hardly yet to have ap- 
preciated. Three years after, James Har- 
graves, an ingenious carp€?nter (if Blackburn, 
invented tbe hpmnintf jenny, the first ofg^ 
series of mechanical im]>rovements in the 
cotton manufacture. At first, this admira- 
ble machine enabled eight threads to U 
spun with the same facility as one : and it 
was suiisequently brought to such perfec- 
tion, tbiit. a child was able to work no 
fewer than from 80 to 120 spindles (.l/'Gw/- 
loch'i SfatuhcaJ Account of th*; Uritish Em- 
mre, ii., 64). The jenny was applicable 
only to the spinning of cotton for weft, 
being unable to give to the yarn that de- 
gree of fineness and strength requisite in 
the longitudinal tlmrads or warp : but this 
deficiency was soon after supplied by tbe 
introduction of Ihr ipi^yningf/ume, which 
spins a vast num ei of threads of any de- 
gree of tenuity and Hrmne^s. The inven- 
tion of this extraordinary machine has lieen 
usually ascribed to Richard Arkwright, a 
native of Preston, But Mr. Bninis has 
shown ( ffiitory of the Cntitm JManufactnrey 
p. 134) that the merit of being the original 
dtaaoverer is due to a John Wyatt, who, 
tli^y years before^ bad attempted to spin 


by rollers. Either from the imiierfectness 
of his machinery, the want of capital, skill, 
or some other cause, Wyatt was compelleil 
to abandon his undertaking ; so that the 
merit of rendering this important discovery 
practically available unquestionably be- 
longs to sir Richard Arkwright, who, after 
overcoming great difficulties, took out his 
patent in 1769. In 1771 he took out a 
second patent for a new system of carding 
and roving by rollers. 

These inventions were followed by the con- 
trivance of the mule jenny ; so called from 
its being a compound of the spinning jt*n- 
ny and the spuming frame. It was in- 
vented by Mr. Crompton of Bnlum, but did 
not come into general use till after the dis- 
solution of -Arkwright’s p.atent in 1785. 
At a later period the power-loom was dis- 
covered by Mr. Cartwright, a clergyrnun 
of Kent, and effected that economy of 
labour in weaving which the jennies had 
efli'cted in spinning. 

By these (;i.sct>verit»s a sudden impulse 
was given to the increase of population, to 
agricultural impruveinent.H, and a vast aug- 
mentation of individual and nationaUvealtb. 

The increase of maiuit’acturing popula- 
tion produced an important ch.inge in the 
corn trade. Either from the induceniei.t 
fa bounty, or from tbe home produce oiP< 
growing the consumption, Knglaud fhr 
MVeuty years had 1 een a consideralde e.v- 
porter of corn. It ajipe.irs, however, from 
the several periods of scarcity meiitiotied 
in the Occurrence's, and the tumults occa- 
sioned by the dearness of grain, that the 
home proiluce was lH*commg barely equal 
to durni’^tic consumption. This is also at- 
tested by the very coii'*idi ral)le rise in the 
l>rice of wheat : in the first fourteen years 
of tl.e present reign the average price per 
quarter ui Windsor market was about fith. 
whereas during theCMitire reign of George II. 
t was only 3l»jr. Owing to this rise of price 
there wen.’ .Several snsja'n.sions of the le- 
striction.s on impoitution ; and in 1773 an 
,*ict |tiissed by which foreign wheat was at- 
lowcrl to be imported on paying a non.inal 
dutv of fif/., w henever tbe home price was 
at or above 48». a rpiarter, and the bounty 
and exportation were tocea-se when tlie price 
was at or above 44*. In this year wheat 
rose to the iinusual price of 59*. a quarter. 

The rise in \>rice may have been partly 
pnxluced by a change of national diet. 
Rye, out.s, and barley anciently formed the 
staple bread-corn of tlie common people. 
It was only during the prosperous reign (»1 
George II. that we began to be awheot-fed 
population , and at tiie accession of liis 
successor it is thought by a well-informed 
author that not m(|re than half the people 
of England fed on wheat. For two cen- 
turies and upwards th« wheaten loaf has 
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bnen slowly travelling acrou the island, 
fruin the southern to tne northern counties ; 
so recently as the year 1800 it had only 
partially reached Yorkshire, the oaten cake, 
as the writer of thi^ well remembers, being 
commonly eaten by the labouring classes of 
the We>t Rilling: and the same infallible 
test of improved popular condition can 
hardly yet he said to have fully penetrated 
into Scotland, or even the northern districts 
of Cumberlaiul, Durham and Northumhev- 
land. 

The subjoined statements will help to 
iiUistrate the Nuhjects of this section, and 
some of the occurrences embraced in the 
first period of the reign of George III. 

Value of Exports and Imports. 

British nianufacturos ex- 
ported in the year 1773 . £13,233,740 
Imports from foreign coun- 
tries in the same year . 1 1 ,S3‘2,460 

Leaving a balance in favour 

of Britain of . . 1,394,271 

Commodities exported from 
Britain to America, on an 
average of tliree years . 3,370,900 

Importeit into Britain from 
the colonies, within the 
same period . . '*^924,006 

Number of Sheep and Black Cattle sold 
at Smithfield Market, from 1700 to 1770 


inclusive. 

Sheep. 

Cattle. 

1 760 

653,. 40 

98,813 

1761 

^42,0'0 

90,232 

1762 

b42,030 

121,175 

1763 

164,190 

90.991 

1764 

r 81.440 

80,299 

1765 

547, JOO 

84,702 

1766 

587, 5. '0 

78,3'^7 

1767 

.588, '36 

81,(135 

176S 

655,920 

8 1 ,s55 

1769 

66.5,210 

65 . n62 

1770 

666,650 

! 1,979 


Yr. 

ZperCt, 

Bk. 

India. 

Bkt. 

m. 

772 

87 

152 

218 

443 

58 

773 

87 

142 

160 

554 

59 

774 

86 

140 

138 

333 

55 


Convictions at the Old Bailey, distin- 
'uishing capital ami lesser offences ; with 
he Christkninos and Buhials in each 
■ear, within the London Bills of Mortalit3\ 


Yr. 

Cap. 

Lesi. 

ChruteningH. 

Burials. 

760 

— 



14,951 

19,830 

761 

17 

no 

16,000 

21 ,063 

762 

16 

105 

15, .351 

26,326 

763 

44 

201 

15,133 

26,143 

764 

37 

2.35 

16,801 

23,202 

765 

39 

325 

16,371 

23,230 

766 

26 

175 

16,257 

23.011 

767 

45 

346 

15.980 

22,612 

768 

57 

.301 

16,042 

23,639 

769 

62 

144 

16,714 

21,847 

770 

60 

1S9 

17,109 

22,434 

771 

62 

292 

17,072 

21.780 

772 

87 

194 

17.916 

26,053 

773 

84 

336 

16,80r> 

21,056 

774 

68 

270 

16,998 

20,884 

In 

the ; 

first leu 

years nf the 

reign of 


icorgo 111 , the number of prisoners annu- 
lly tried at the Old Bailey increased two- 
fold. This ap}H‘ars from the following ab- 
itract of Mr. Gurney’s minutes of the pri- 
soners tried from the first session in the 
ayoralty of sir Edwin Glynn, 1700, to 
October, 17f)9 : — Glynn, 318 *, Blacksnme, 
.322; Hndge, 312; Flndyer, 508 ; Bridges, 
509; 8tevenw»n, 551; Nelson. 536 ; Kite, 
582; Ilarly, 643 ; Turner, 6l(i. The tutul 
number of persons tried, I rum the mayor- 
alty of Sir William Calvert. 1749, to 1769, 
was 10.473. in the hand, which 

is now discontinued, was a common jumish- 
ment at this period. In the convictions of 
1774. the last year of the above table, the 
punishments inflicted were— capital. 68 ; 
transiKirted, 190; whipped, 32; brandedt 
48. 

HEN OF I.KTTEKS. 


Prifos of Stocks in January ; the num- 
ber cl’ Bankhufts in each year; and the 
average price \er quarter of Wuhat at 
\YindNor Market. 



yer Ct. 

Bk. 

India. 

Bki. 

Wt. 

1760 

80 

113 

134 

211 

32 

1761 

74 

106 

136 

169 

26 

1762 

64 

94 

114 

205 

34 

1763 

89 

120 

158 

249 

36 

1761 

S2 

113 

158 

273 

36 

1765 

85 

120 

151 

219 

48 

1766 

89 

shut 

shut 

323 

43 

1767 

89 

136 

218 


57 

1 768 

91 

Kil 

260 

327 

53 

1769 

87 

162 

27.3 

314 

40 

1770 

84 

152 

212 

,392 

43 

1771 

84 

141 

213 

338 

50 


Thomas Sherlock, bishop of London, lh« 8 
—1761. The Trial oi the Witnesses of the 
Rt-surrection of Jesus;'' Sermons-’ 

Sammd Richardson, a popular novelist, 
16S9 — 1761. “ Pamela,** 1741 ; *• Claris- 

sa.'* 1748 ; “The History of Sir Charles 
Gr.tudison,” 1753. 

Jame'si Bradley; astronomy, mathema- 
tics, 1692—1762. 

Benjamin Houdly. eminent Engti'^h j re- 
late and po'.rmic, 1*676 -1761. Ills Works, 
.3 xols. folio, 1773. 

Wdliam Sl enstoue, poem.s and es>ay.s 
3 vols 8vo. 1714— 17t>3. ,, 

Edward Young, - Night Ihougnts; 

The Revenge.” 1 681—1 / 6 L 
Rohcit Dodsley, *• The Kconomy of Hu* 
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YjBiaii Lifi) The King and the Miller of 
Manafield.” 1703— im. 

Charles Churchill poems and satires of 
great temporary celebrity .« 1731—1 764. 

Joh»4 Swintun, history, antiquities, 1708 
— I7f»7. 

Lawrence Sterne, humourist, 1713 — 
1768, “Tristram Shandy,*’ 1759 ; “Sen- 
timental Journey/* 1768; “Yorick's Ser- 
mons/’ 17C0. 

Thomas Chatterton, poems, imitations, 
1752— 1770. 

Lord Lyttleton, history, poems, dWinity, 
1700—1773. ** Dialogues of the Dead,” 
1760; “ History of Henry II.” 

J<»hn Jortin, divinity, 1698 — 17f0; “Re- 
marks on Ecclesiastical History,” 1751; 
“Life of Erasmus/' 17;)S. 

Mark Akenside, ** Pleasures of the Ima- 
gination,” 1721 — 1770, 


Thomas Gray, 'VKlegy written in aCqtui^ 
try Church-yard, 1716— 1771. 

Tobias Smollett, miscellaneous writer, 
1720— 1771. Roderick RanTlom;” “Ad- 
ventures of Peregrine Pickle,’* 1761 ; “Ad- 
ventures of Ferdinand Count Fathom 
“Complete History of England,*’ 1758 ; 
“Travels,’* 1765; “Adventiiri'S of an 
Atom,” 1764; “Expedition of Humphry 
Clinker,** 1770 ; “Ode to Independehce.*’ 

Oliver Goldsmith, 1731— 1774. “The 
Traveller/* 1765; “Vicar of Wakefield/* 
1766; “ History of England in a Series of 
Letters;” “Good Natured Man,” 1708; 
“ History of Rome “ History of Eng- 
land;” “Deserted Village,” 1770; “She 
Stoops to Conquer/* 1772 ; “History of 
the Earth and Aniniafcd Nature/’ “ Reta- 
liation “ Hermit.*’ 


GEORGE III. A.D. 1775 to 1785. 

In the important and diversified events 'wlucli distinguished the fust 
twenty-five years of the king’s reign, his character, personal and |)oliti( al, 
was matured and developed. A narrow education and restricted intercourse 
with the world w'cre ill calculated to supply liis original want of mental acti- 
vity, or of a strong and expansive mind. In his conduct a teimcity of purpose 
verging on obstinacy was observable; his religion was tinctured with Ingoliy 
and intolerance, and, though of unquestioned rectitude of intention, his pre- 
ferences and dislikes of individuals sometimes savoured of caprice or inj iisticc ; 
and his intercourse with them of subtlety and dissimulation/^ lie was 
possessed more of the accomplishments than the knowledge appropriate ti» iris 
high station. He spoke most modern languages with fluency ; wmle with 
brevity, perspicuity and facility; had some taste for tlic fine arts and even 
for mechanics. and agriculture ; but he was little acquainted with inankiial, 
had not deeply studied the iirinciples of laws, morals, and political plnloo- 
phy — sciences wliich, from their Viearing on public happiness, seem ];c( u- 
liarly to claim the attention of nilers. 

The chief transactions embraced in the seconil portion of the reign of 
George III. are, first, the commencement of the war with the Nortli 
American colonies, and the recognition, after an unsuccessful struggle ul 
eight years, of their independence of the mother country. Scconrii\, the 
reiaxalion of the penal law s against Roman Catholics and the disgiaceliil 
riots with whicli it was accompanied. Thirdly, the lx*ginning of those 
attempts, which have never since l>een intermitted, of raising Ireland to an 
equality of civil rights and commercial advanuigcs to England. Fourthly, 
the apprehensions occasioned by the inrnfusing infiuence of the crow n, m 
consequence of the vast increase the war had occasioned in the public ex 

• The earl of Shelburne sai<l that “the kinp poHneKia'd one art heyouil any »nan 
had ever kitowo; fur that by the familiarity of his intvrcuurse he uhUineil your couti- 
ildiati meured from you yuur opinion of difi'cictit public ch^facters, anil tht*n avaikui 
knowledge to sow disseDsioii/*wA^ic/(W/<*« He^^ciions 

f 0fQv)(rgt i//., 369. 
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penditure ; and the necessity of a more full and responsible representation 
of the people in parliament. Fifthly, and last, ministerial changes, the 
overthrow, in 1782, of lord North’s administration, and the rapid succession 
of the Rockingham, Shelburne, and coalition ministries, till the govern- 
ment was firmly graced and long settled in the hands of Mr. Pitt. Besides 
these general topics there arc minor events and occurrences of great inte- 
resti bearing on the affhirs of the East India Company — the armed Neu- 
trality of the northern powers, ostensibly formed to limit the power of the 
belligerents to interfere with neutral commerce — the abrogation of the pro- 
ceedings of a former parliament, declaring Mr. VVilkes ineligible to a scat 
in the house of commons — the restoration of the estates forfeited by the 
rebels in 1745 — extravagant loans — increase of taxatioiiT—and the repeated 
arrears and disorderly expenditure of the civil list. 

The independence of the trans-Atlantic states formed one of those novel 
questions in the progress of nations that baflled the wisdom of contempo- 
raries. With the exception of the city of London, and some other towns 
whose rciirescntations were influenced by narrow' views of commercial in- 
terest, it may be safely aflimied that there was a general ^concurrence of 
sentiment in favour of the parliamentary claim to tax our American de))en- 
(lencies and render their resources auxiliarv to our own. The unexpected 
resistance of the colonists having rendered the enforcement of this claim hope- 
less, the next ground taken up was the maintenance of the legislative apart 
from the fiscal supremacy of the British ])arliamcnt. This was the favourite 
])i)sitimi of the carl of Chatham, and of which it may be observed, that the 
power to make laws, but not to impose taxes, could at best be only an in- 
complete, if not an unpnifitablc sovereignty. The declaration of indepen- 
dence, the disasters of the war, and the accession, first covertly aiul then 
openly, of France, Spaiit, and Holland, to the cause of the revolted ])ro- 
vinces, at length induced the Rockingham wliigs to accpiiesce in the policy 
of withdrawing all jirelcnsions of supremacy by the mother country. This 
they did from necessity, not choice. They were as much opposed to C(»lonial 
independence as the Ciiatham,or (as they were termed after his death) the 
Shclimrne wliigs, who were ultimately compelled to conclude peace on this 
basis only : they resorted to it as an unavuiduhlc expedient to extricate the 
country from a calamitous and exhausting war. Neither section of politi- 
cians foresaw the aciuul consequences of separation, — that they would be 
mutually advantageous to Kngland and America. They viewed it as a 
disastrous alternative, hardlv less so than a dismemberment of the em- 
pire, pregnant with national decay, if not ruin. They could not ciinccivc 
liow by the severance of one distant and unmanageable limb of the hotly 
politic, the rest would be made inovt* strong and vigorous. They were influ- 
enced iiy the prevalent ideas that national greatness (happiness not being 
especially thought of) mainly consisted in extent of territory and increase 
uf population. Experience had not forced iqion them, as it has more 
recently begun to force upon statesmen, the conviction that colonics arc 
cosily dependencies ; that, like children, they may be planted from neccs- 
sitv and reared from duty and aflection ; bur that the age of adolescence 
'vill arrive wrhen separation is mutually beneficial. ' The start which Lng- 
lund made immediately after the termination of the w’ar shows that she 
w as benefited by the loss of her Irans- Atlantic proviuces. No commercial 
injury was sustained. The imlustrial pursuits of both countries wcie 
sharpened and multiplied. The distractions of a distant go' crumcnt were 
avoided, and the attention of otir own legislature concentrated on^financia 
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and other domestic improvements. America had long been a source of ex 
pense and involvement to the parent stale. Two wars had been waged on 
her account, which cost upwards of 240 millions of money, and the ex- 
pense of her civil government, from the accession of the Brunswick family 
to 1788, is estimated by sir John Sinclair at 40 millions more.* For all 
these pecuniary sacrifices, the only return was the imaginary profit of some 
miserable navigation and mercantile monopolies that cramped the energies 
and impoverished both countries. • 

In t]ie management of the American w^ar, Lord North was severely re- 
proached by the Opposition for want of foresight, and obstinacy. But it 
was as little in the power of the minister as of his accusers to calculate the 
force of popular enthusiasm.. Physicians usually commence with mild 
prescriptions till they ascertain the extent of the malady, and upon a simi- 
lar tentative principle Lord North essayed with a few Irish regiments and 
ships of the line to subdue the “rebels,’* the “ de/i/ded and unhappy mul- 
titude,’* as the armed citizens of Boston and New York were termed in 
the king’s speech of 1777. At first no addition was made to the peace 
establishment, arid the impression was that the force on foot would be am- 
ply sufficient to reduce the colonics to obedience. I)isaj)pointed by their 
formidable resistance, the minister increased his expenditure and his arma- 
ments till they attained a scale of unprecedented magnitude; hut his efibrts 
were not ably seconded. The surrender of general Burgoync at Sarato.ga 
in 1777, and of the marquis Cornwallis at York Town, in 1781, were 
overwhelming disasters, w hich seem to have been partly brought about by the 
superior generalship of Gates and Washington. The naval administration 
of the country under lord Sandwich w'as inefficient ; ships were scut out 
not properly equipped; the subaltern officers were meanly jealous of each 
other, and disobedient to their superiors, and to such an extent had this 
refractoriness and insubordination — the results of bad discipline — extended 
In the tleets, that the admiralty was obliged to suppress those portions ol the 
dispatches of the oommaiidcrs in which they complained of the misconduct 
of their captains, not being in a state to adopt decisive mea.su res, either 
from weakness or the j)re8sure of the war, to bring the delintiucnts to 
justice, t 

Another disadvantage attended England in this contest. All the specta- 
tors of the struggle between the mother-country and her colonies were on 
one .tzrfe. The prayers and wishes of every European state were in favour 
of their emancipation. They encouraged and aided them in their resist- 
ance ; under the guise of an armed association, formed on the pretext of 
upholding maritime rierhts, they supplied them with warlike stores ; clan- 
destinely received their agents ; assisted them with able and enterprising 
officers ; opened their ports for the reception of their privateers ; and then, 
when their under hand practices became t<x) notorious to be longer concealed, 
they threw off tiic mask, declared in favour of one of the combatants, and 
by their confederated powers having overwhelmed the other, left this nol)lc 
country mangle 1 , bleeding, amd, as they thought, crippled for ever. 

But it was tlic ^^yncopiS of a'^iant. The irrepressible energies of internal 
industry, which, if not in full action, were just ready to begin, soon set the 
nation to rights. Externally, however, the powers of the country were 
never more enfeebled, dispirited and disjointed than at the peace pf 1783, 

^ Hiiitory of the Public Revenue of the British Kmittre, Pt. iii., 87. 
t Viik Rodney's afiair with Dl* Guichco, April 17, 1780 
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concluded by the Shelburne ministry. The terms of the peace •were con- 
demned by the expectants of the coalition ministry, but without reason. 
Under the circumstances the conditions were as favourable as could be ob- 
tained, or the community had a right to expect. The country was im- 
poverished, and^ it is alleged, {Dods.^ Ann, Reg. xifvi^,152.) depopulated by 
the war. The state of the linances was deplorable. Our debt, funded and 
unfunded, had increased to upwards of 250 millions, and the annual interest 
fell little short of nine millions and a half. But the most alarming symp- 
tom was our naval inferiority. The confederated navies of the Bourbons 
greatly outnumbered that of England. Exclusive of the Dutch fleet of 
twenty- five sail of the line, the force of Prance and Sipain amounted to 140 
sail of the line ; whereas the w^holc force of Britain, fit for service, did not 
exceed 100 sail of the line; and of these many were under-manned, unclean, 
in a mouldering state, or had been long employed on distant foreign stations 
{Ibid. 151). To have persisted in carrying on a distant colonial war viklv- 
out the command of the seas would have been wholly indefensible. More- 
over, the land-forces were as incompetent as the naval. Our best troops 
had been captured at Saratoga and York Town, and new levies of merce- 
naric.s could only be obtained in Germany, that “ great market of men/’ as 
Chatliam termed it. Ireland was menaced with invasion, and her defence had 
been necessarily entrusted to corps of volunteers, wdio seemed more disposed to 
turn tlieir bayonets against dome.stic oppressors than foreign foes. In short, 
the nation was overpowered by enemies and difficulties, and peace, on almost 
any terms, seemed the only refuge.^ 

During the pressure of the American war, a question of grent importance 
assumed, fir the first time since the era of the commonwealth, an imposing 
and tangible shape. This was pari.iamkntary reform. Its origin and ob- 
ject may be briefly described. Hostilities with the colonics, like hostilities 
with every otlier pco]»lc, commenced under the favouring aus])iccs of the 
yeomanry and populace. These, howTver, soon became dissatisfied with the 
jirivations and burdens war entailed upon (hem. Trade decayed ; the far- 
mers were imjioverishcd by low prices ; land rents fell ;t and all the pro- 
ductive classes of the community became discontented with the government. 
Blit hostilities hud made the minister albjiowerful in parliament.^ A vast 

* The issue of the .AniericHn contc'it appears to have been foreseen at an early period 
by the celebrated David II i uk. 1 Vie histotian. In a letter to a friend, dated OcUiber 
1775, he thus expresses liis hentiineiits on AiDcrican politics: “ 1 must, before we 
part, have a little stroke of politics with you, notwithstanding my reMdution to the con- 
trary. We hear that stime of the ministers have proposes! in council, that both fleet 
and army Ik? withdrawn from America, and the.se c«doiiies be left entiiely tt» themNelves. 
1 wish I had lH?en a member of his majesty’s cabinet council that 1 might h.ive se- 
comled this opinion ; I KhouUl have said that this meas\ire only anticipiOeil the ueces- 
t'ary course of events n few years.*' — •* Let ii« therefore lay aside all anger, shake 
hands, and part friends ; or if we regain any anger, let it he only against oiuselves for 
mir past folly.” It is now well known that the war was persevcretl m much longer than 
it otherwise would have been in obedience to thewKbesof the king. It was considered, 
says Mr. NichoUs, “ the war of the k'ng personal h, * Those who supportetl it were 
lulled tiu? da ; while tho-^e who wished thi coiuvlry to pause and reconsider 

the propriety of persevering in the contest were branded as diVoyof.” — Jiecof/rch<m$ of 
JAc Hetgn of Grorye III., p. 35. Th© king was so eager to continue the struggle that 
offered to Lortl North to dissolve parliament; but the minister ri'plied-— “That 
^^easiire wdl do your majesty no service.** — George III , from pique, wishod to 
Withhold fmm North, on his resignation, the usual pension ; and wlu n ho relust'd to 
continue minister, the king told him ho “must ans%ver to the countrv for having gone 

on sol«ng.*‘--(/6,Wt. 43.) 

y J^g^htion of the Yorksliire freebolderii presented to the House of Commons, ieb* 

•J K 2 
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increase in the public expenditure ; improvident loans and lavish contracts 
had gathered round him such a host of placemen and expectants that he 
could always command overwhelming majorities and defy the representa- 
tives of the people. It was to disperse, or at least circumscribe, the influence 
of this phalanx of corruption, that parliamentary reform was projected ; by 
shortening the duration of parliaments, and throwing into the commons men 
v.'ho represented the interests of industry, the power of a reckless and 
extravagant war-faction it was thought might be counteracted. 

For the promotion of these objects, at tlie end of the year 1179 a great 
meeting of the freeholders was held in the shire-hall of York. It was the 
largest and most respectable meeting that had ever been held in that county, 
and an energetic petition for reform and retrenchment was agreed to, to be 
presented by that inflexible patriot sir George Savile. Meetings of similar 
import were held in the county of Middlesex, the cities of London and 
Westminster, and in most of the chief counties and tow ns of the kingdom. 
Reform associations were generally established ; and immediately parliament 
had assembled after the Christmas recess a vast number of petitions, signed 
by persons of the first consequence, both clergy and laity, were presented. 
Such was thcertect of the general excitement tluit several popular nu‘asun‘s 
were forthwith carried in defiance of the minister; among tliem Mr. Burke’s 
bill of economical reform, and the resolution of Mr. Dunning, that “ tin* 
influence of the crown has increased, is increasing, and ought to be, dimi- 
nished.” 

About eight weeks after ])assing this famous resolution, the inctro])olis 
w’as brought to the brink of dcstniction by the anti-catholic riots of the 
Protestant Association. A re-action almost instantly followed. People 
became alarmed at the evidence of ignorance and violence which tliese 
dreadful disorders afforded. The executive rather than the democratic 
braliches of the constitution seemed to require strengthening for tlie general 
security. Goveninient gained immensely by the tumults; for they so 
strongly impressed the minds of the public with the danger arising frcuii 
popular assemblies for political ]>uq)oses, that the county associations fi)r 
jiromotiiig reform fell into discredit, and were deserted by many persons 
who had at first encouraged them. Advantage was taken of the prevailing 
apprehension to dissolve parliament, and at the general election, which 
ensued hi September, most of the members who had advocated parliament- 
ary reform were thrown out. 

The close of 1779 and the following year were altogether a period of grent 
national humiliation, disaster, and emharrassment. The rombined fleets 
of France and Spain rode triumphantly in the channel, threatening to make 
a hostile descent on our coasts. Ireland was in a very perturbed state, and 
by the convention of military delegates at Dungannon, had assumed an 
attitude more alarming than that of America at the commencement of her 
insurrection. Incendiary’ attempts, supposed to be at the instigation 
of the enemy, were made to set fire to the royal dock-yards and arseimls. 
Immense loss h were sustained at sea, by the capture of the outwaru- 
bound Plast and West India fleets. The French had succeeded in sending 
a powerful armament to .lid the revolted colonies, and tlic Armed Neutrality 
against the maritime, claims of England was formed. These losses 
and mortifications seemed to dejirive tlie nation of all energy, anil the sub- 
ject of reform was not again introduced till the session of 1782. In 
year Mr. Pitt, who had in the session of the preceding year made his first 
uppoaranee in public life as a Shelburne whig and reformer, again brought 
forward the subject with great clocjucnce and ability. lie repeated h»s 
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motion on precisely the same day (May 7th) of the following year, and 
again in 1785, when he had become premier; but it does not appear on 
these occasions that he was seconded by any strong expression of popular 
feeling. 

In two important descriptions of measures the government of Lord North 
appears to have been considerably in advance of the people in wisdom and 
justice. These were in the policy adopted in 1778 of relaxing the penal laws 
against the catholics, and in removing (June, 1778, Dec., 1779) some of 
the restrictions that impeded the commercial prosperity of Ireland. In 
both the course of ministers was opposed by popular ignorance and selfish- 
ness. The concessions to the catholics bail the effect of originating the 
fanatical riots already alluded to of lord George Gordon ; and ministers 
would have gone much further in opening the trade of Ireland had they 
not been restrained by the ])ctitions and remonstrances of the mercantile 
classes of England. * 

The overthrow of the twelve years’ administration of Lord North, in 
1782, opened the way for a (piick succession of ministries. That of the 
niarcpiis of Rockingham suhsisled only a few months, Init during that time 
several measures of economy, and for lessening the influence of the crown 
in parliament, were passed. On the death of Rockingham, the king im- 
mediately appointed the carl of Shelburne his successor, and this appoint- 
ment the earl at once accepted, without consulting the rest of the cabinet. 
Uj)on this, the Rockingham whigs resigned their places, citlier, as appears, 
from its being a violation of the established usage on such' occasions by the 
new minister, or from its having thwarted the aspirations of Mr. Fox (osten- 
sibly of lord Portland) to the premiership. After the death of lord Rock- 
ingham, Mr. Nicholls says the “ whigs had ceased to be a party, and became 
a faction their etTorts being no longer eni])loycd to attain any great public 
object except the possession of power. The terms of the peace were the 
alleged reason of their hostility to the Shelburne ministry, hut the substi- 
tution of tlicinsclves in tlicir places, eomlnncd with personal disljkc of that 
nobleman, seem to have been the real <mes. They enjoyed, however, for 
^ very short term the fruits of their ill-assorted coaUiioi^ with L»)rd North ; — 
it proved (luite as unprofitable as unprincipled. Mr. Fox’s India Bill wius the 
rock on which they proximutcly foundered. This celcbratetl measure was so 
niifortunatc in its reception that it alarmed the king for his preri^ativcs, 
and the corporations for their chartered immunities. Dexterously availing 
himself of the opening thereby atibrded, Mr. Pitt seized tlie helm, which 
he long continued to hold, to the great mortification and discomfiture of liis 
ojipoiients.’*' 

In ju»tificution of his anomalous coalition with Lml North, Mr. Fox uscil tins ei- 
]>ri:ssiun : ** Oiir party is furmed on the principle of toNFKDKUACY ; ounjlit we not, then, 
to Confederate with him who can give us the gro.itvst strength?’* — Rcco/Uc- 
turn* and Rfjtrctionn during thr Reufu of Qtorg^ ///., p. 17*2. It will be st eu from tlie 
Kvfnta and Occurrences of 17S4, and the defeats in the general election of that year, 
that the coalition ami the India Hill were fatal to the influence of the ^^hig party. Dr. 
\\ ivtson, the late bishop of LlaiulafT, t^ho wna a contemporary witness ot this period, 
speaks strongly on this point. ** From the moment,*’ says he, “ this coalition was tormed 
fietvixt Lord North and the men who for many years had reprobated in the strongest 
terms his ptditical principles, 1 lost all confidence in public men. 1 cle.irly^ saw that 
they sacrificed their public principles to private piipic. and thtfiahonoiir to their ainbi- 
t:(,n. Tha,^badnes,s of the peace, and the supposed danger of trusting \>o\ver in the 
hands of lord Shelburne, were the reasons publicly given for the necessity ol lonmng 
this coalition : ])ersonal dislike of him and a desire hi be in power the nisei ves, were in 
opinion the real omnt.'^-^AnecHoles of tht Lift of Btthop hatson hy p. lUo. 
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EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


1775. Jan, 17. The Rivals, a play by Mr. 
Sheridan, perlbrraed for the first time at 
Diury>ldne theatre, .lud not favourably re- 
ceived. 

Buckingham-house purchased for the 
Queen. 

20. Lord Chatham moved in the lords 
an address to the king to withdraw his 
troops from Boston. Negatived by a ma- 
jority of 68 to 18. 

28. A petition from the London mer- 
chants being presented to the commons, it 
was suggested that as tlie American busi- 
ness was political, not commercial, there.! 
could be little connexion between the views 
of the house and the petitioners ; therefore 
the petition ought to be referred to a com- 
mittee separate from that to wliich the pa- 
pers ministers had laid on the table relative 
to th$ Colonies had been referrtd. This 
suggestion was adopte<!, and all the other 
petitions from the commercial towns being 
treated in like manner, they were made of 
no weight in the discussion. 

25. Thirty men of war and frigates put 
in commission to cover the American coast 
and prevent the colonies being supplied 
with European goods. 

Feb. I. l^uru Chatham unsuccessfully 
renews his motion fur the settleineut of the 
American differences. , 

3. The king of Denmark throws open 
to his 'subjects the trade to the East 
Indies. 

9, 10. Warm debates in hoth,hpii|es on 
American affairs; ministerial address in 
favour of coercion carried in the commons 
by 304 to 105, and in the lords by 104 to 

29. 

14. Cardinal John Angelo Braschi 
elected Vope, when he assumed the name 
of Pius VI. 

Mar. 17. A clergyman about to mea- 
sure the depth of Pen Park Hole, near 
Bristci, filipt into the cavern and was 
drowned. 

22. Mr. Burke, in an eloquent spt'ech, 
intro<luced thirteen resolutions relative Xm 
America. First resolution negatived by 
270 to 78. 

30. Koval assent given to a bill for re- 
straining the trade of New England and 
the fisheries of t Mt colony on the banks 
of Newfoundland. 

3 1 . The p» asantry of Bohemia, oppress- 
ed by feudal services, revoLed ; the empe- 
ror Joseph sought to relieve them, but was 
opposed by the nobility. 

Afnr, 10. The city of London presented 
«D address to the king, juhtifying the re. 
fisisaar a£ tbe coionfes, and praying for 


the dismissal of the ministers who had ad- 
vised coercive measures. Mr. Wilkes at- 
tended officially, as lord mayor, to present 
the address, and was cautioned not to speak 
to the king, as Beckford had doue on a 
similar occasion. 

12. Notice sent to the lord mayor that 
the king will not receive on the throne any 
address from the lord mayor and aldermen 
except in their corporate capacity. 

The earl of Effingham retired from the 
army, alleging tfiat he would not enforce 
measures in a military capacity which he 
had opposed as a legislator. 

19. Firsit skirmish between the king's 
troops and .Americans at Lexington. 

May 1. F'irst stone of Freemasons’ hall 
laid. 

4. The charity children, to the number 
of 5000, attended St, Paul’s as usual. 

8. Tunnel at Norwood bill, on the Ches- 
terfield and Trent canal, 2850 yards long, 
opened. 

10. Matilda, the exiled queen of Den- 
mark, sister to George III., died at Zell. 

American congress lesulve to raise an 
army, and issue a paper currency ou the 
security of the “ United Colonies.’* 

17. Americans surprise forts Ticonde- 
roga and Crown Point. 

22. Royal assent given to a bill em- 
powering the Universities of Oxfoid and 
Cambridge to hold in perpetuity the copy- 
right of iHioks given or bequeathed to them. 

26. Parl^ment prorogued by the king, 
vl^ith strong expressions of mitisfaction at 
their prucetdings. 

29. An injuiictioii obtained by the .Sta- 
tioners* Company ag.^in8t Mr. Carnan for 
printing almanacks, tlissulvcd. 

June 7. King of France crowned at 
Hheirns. 

17. Battle of Bunker’s Hill, in wbicli 
the king’s truo|>s sustained a loss of 1054 
men, of whom 226 were killed. That of 
the provincials, as returned by thenihelves, 
was 450. Ill the conflict Charleston, wliich 
had been occupied by the .Americans, was 
set on fire and burnt to the gtound. 

22. A regatta on the Thames, borrowed 
from the Venetians, and being the first of 
the kind in tliis country, attracted a great 
concourse. 

Juiy 7. The Americans sent a long ad- 
dress to their fellow subjects in England, 
containing their reasons for taking up arms ; 
signed J«diu Ilaticock. 

25. French clergy vote the king a U'ca 
gift of 20,000.000 of livres. 

31. The Endeavour, cay tain Cook, from 

the South Seas, airived at Portwnouth. 
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The White Boys ia Irelaad commit 
^reat excesses, chiefly in revenge for serv- 
ing tithe processes. 

*26. Died, James Burgh, formerly mas- 
ter of an academy at Newington Green, and 
author of ** Political Disquisitions,** and 
ether works. 

Sept. 13. An address to the king from the 
people of Manchester deprecating the Ame- 
ricaii rebellion, and promising to support the 
king with their lives and fortunes. Similar 
addresses from Lancaster, Liverpool, and 
Leicester. 

15. An imperial order published at Vi- 
enna, limiting the privilege of sanctuary ia 
churches. 

24. The justices of peace, at their quar- 
ter sessions, Hicks' Hall, addressed the 
king to tb.o same eflect. 

Oct. -1. The king of Denmark pro- 
hibited any intercourse with the revolted 
colonies. 

11. Address to the king from 1171 mer- 
chants and traders of London, praying a 
termination of the Ami-rican contest. Simi- 
lar address from Biisiol, presented by Mr. 
Burke. 

14. Counter address, disapproving the 
proceedings of the Americans, from 941 
merchants and traders uf l.ondon. An ad- 
dress from 1029 liveiymen was also pro- 
sente<l, offering their support to maituaiii 
the rights of the crown. 

23. Evtraor<liuary reports of a conspiracy 
to seize the king. Mr. Sayre an Atnerican, 
and banker in London, arrested and cum- 
mitted to the Tower. He Wiis soon after 
discharged, and brought an action against 
lord Koch lord for false imprisonment, ol^ 
taiuing lOOO/. damages. * 

26. Mkktino of Pahi.iamknt. — The 
ojHsnmg speech of the king was aiinost ex- 
clusively occupied with the ati’.iirs of Ame- 
rica. It was unusually long, setting forth 
tliat the rebellion had boconte gener.il, and 
indicated a purpose of establishing an in- 
deiendent empin*, and that it was too im- 
portant to gtve up ctdouies planted by our 
industry and protected by the blood and 
treasure of the parent stuck. The debate 
on the address in the lords was chiefly re- 
maxkablo from the declaration of the duke 
ol Grafton, the lord j>rivy seal, who express- 
ed his entire dissent from the coercive jKilicy 
of his colleagues, but could not support the 
amendment moved by lord Kockiiigham, 
which was negatived by 66 to 33. In ihe 
i-*oinmons the ministerial address was ear- 
ned by 278 to 108. The }x)mt chiefly 
dwelt upon by the op(H>sition was the em- 
ployment of the electoral troops to garrison 
ttibraltar and Minorca, in place of the 
Iiruish, who were sent to .Vmerica. 

Awe. 9. The duke of Grafton resigned 
the privy seal. He was succeeded by the 
•an of Dartmouthi whm oflke of secre- 


tary to the colonies was given to lord George 
Sackville Germaine, the nobleman impli- 
cated ill the afliiir of MLudeii in 1759 
Another cabinet change was occasioned by 
the appointment of lord Weymouth to 
the southern secretaryship, lord Hochford 
retiring from public hfe. 

1 2. Montreal surrendered to the Ameri- 
cans under general Montgomery. 

13. Lord North moved that the land- 
tax be advanced to 4«. in the pound. 

General Gage arrived in Loudon from 
Boston. 

16. Mr. Burke’s conciliatory bill defeat- 
ed by a majority of 210 to 103. 

20. Lord North obtained leave by a ma- 
jority of 192 to 64, to bviug in a bill to pro- 
bilnt all trade whatever with the American 
colonies. One clause of the bill, which com- 
pelled all who were taken on board American 
Vessels to serve as common sailors in British 
ships of war, was especially noticed in the 
lords as a “ refinement in tyranny.’* 

Dec. 5. The Norwich stage coach was 
attacked by seven highwaymen on K])ping 
forest, three of whom were shot tlead by 
the guard, but his ammunition failing, he 
was shot dead himself, and the remainder 
of the gang robbed the passengers. 

A charter of incorporation granted to 
Greenwich hospital. 

31. General Montgomery and colonel 
Arnold attempting to surprise Quebec, the 
fortner was killed and the latter Inid hi's leg 
shattered. The failure of thi.s cottp de mam 
IV as ascribed to the unexpected defection of 
the Canadians. Montgomery was an otficer 
of great merit and accomplishment, and 
highly respfecled. • 

Sr ATI STIC A I. Facts. — It may be gathered 
(say# the Annual Register for 1773) from 
authentic pajers, that the stage coaches 
generally drive with eight iiisitle, and often 
tell outside passongtTs. That there are now of 
these vehicles, fly.. machines and diligences 
upwards uf 400 ; and of other four-wheeled 
carriages 17,000. That the nv»inlK*r of packs 
of cards stamped last year, amounted to 
428,000} and of dice to 3000. That there 
Ii.Ts been coined at the Tower, since 1772. 
about 13,000,000/. in gold. That the pul>- 
Uc pays the Bank 30,1)00/. a-year for ma- 
nagement; and that the proprietors do not 
divide more than 240,000/. a-year. That 
the balance paid ibr corn import eti (the 
value of corn exported in each year being 
first deducted) was in 

1771 . . £103,200 

1772 , . 84,400 

1773 . . 569,820 

1774 . 1 ,022,230 

Fran-ck. -Turgot and other ministers 

were this year senuu.sly engageil in pro 
moting reform. They ledio e<l the ■*'*** 
part of the arin>% applied to the digging o 
canola, making rivers novjgable, and pro- 
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rooting manufactoricg. They were op|)ose< 
by thoHC who throve by putilic abuses. A 
scarcity of corn prevailed, which was sought 
to be relieved by a bounty on im|)ortutiun 
lu Spain an unsuccessful effort was made 
with a powerful armament to chastise the 
Barbary powers. 

In the Duchy of Tuscauy a law passed 
for regulating the age and term of admis- 
sion into the monastic orders, the object of 
which was to reduce the number of votaries. 
The tribunal of the Inquisition was ]>er- 
petually abolished in the Duchy of Milan* 
and the policy of abridging the prerogatives 
of the papal see pei'sisted in by other 
Italian states. 

1776. Jan. 1. Norfolk in Virginia burnt 
by the king's troops. 

/. A great fall of snow, followed by an 
intense frost. 

17. Robert and Daniel Perreau, twin 
brothers, executed for forgery. 

19. An eruption of Mount \’’esuvius. 
Feb. 16. Copies of treaties laid before 
the lords, with the hereditary prince of 
Hesse Cassel, the duko of Brunswick, and 
with the landgrave of Hesse Cassel. for the 
hire of 17,000 troops for the American 
service. 

*20. Viscount Pitt, son of the earl ofCh vt- 
ham, resigned his ensigney in the ‘17 im, 
then at Biistou, rather than serve in the 
war lietweeii the colonies and the mother 
country. 

Alderman Hopkins elected chamberlain 
of London, in tlie room of sir Theodore 
Juussei), who had resigned. Mr. Wilhes 
opposed the alderman, and was beaten by 
ouly 177 votes, Mr. Ifopkins having 2887. 

24. On the motion of Mr. Dunning in 
the kingVbench, rule made absolute lor a 
mandamus to restore the clerk of Hamp- 
stead, who had t>t’en discharged by the 
rector fur indecorously giving a kiss to the 
bride to whom he had stood father as soon 
as the ceremony was over, the court de- 
claring the clerk not to be dischargeable at ; 
the pleasure of the rector or curate, his ! 
oilice l>eing temporal, not ecclesia-stical. | 
Afar. 6. The arrival of general Carletoii 
compelled the Americans to abandon their 
enterprise against Qijeb**c. 

14. The thanks of the court of common 
council Voted to Dr. Piice, for his “ Obser- 
vations on Civil Liberty,** and the freedom 
of the city in a gold box. 

17. The Ktiglish troops under general 
Howe compelled by Wa^ibington to evacu- 
ate Boston. 

20. Mr. VVi.xoH moved in the commons 
for a reform of parLament. Negatived 
without a division. 

On the second reading, in the commons, 
a hill fur the establishment of a militia in 
Scotland was thrown out by 112 votes to 
95, the mimster voting in the minuiity. 


21. Duke of Bridgewatei^a canal from 

Manchester to Liverpool completed. 

23. The American congress authorise 
their cruisers to make prize of English ships. 

24. Died, Mr. Harrison, inventor of tho 
time-keeper for finding the longitude. 

2j. Nearly lUO dead bodies discovered 
in a shed near Tottenham Court Road, in 
tended for aiiatomical purposes. 

Apr. 4. A malignant fever broke out in 
Dublin, supposed to have been generated 
in the gaol. 

5. Died, suddenly, whi!.st administering 
the sacrament, by the bursting of a blood 
veNsel, the rev. Mr. Grainger, vicar of Shiji- 
lake. in Oxfordshire, and auihur of the 
Biographical History of England. 

l'>. Dublin Gazette prohibited to print 
any articles of news nut authoristni by 
government. 

.Duchess of Kingston trieil fur bigamy, 
before her peers in Westiiiiuster Hall, ami 
fouml guilty ; Imt pleading her privilege, 
as {leeiess, from any punisbintMit, she was 
discharged. 

30. Died, Edward Wortley Montagu 
the eccentric son of Lady Mary, tbe au- 
thor of the celebrated Letters. 

Matj 1. A procliim.itiun y>robibiting tlej 
currency of guineas below a certain weight. 

Thedeldors in the different gaols of Liig- 
laiiil amount to 8000. 

8. An ox weighing IfiOy lbs. witliwat 
the tallow, killed at Wigan. 

1 1. The court of Kuig\s-herieh deter- 
mined that the want of a parsonage hou''e 
is no excuse for non-residence, the clergy- 
man being requiied to hire a habitation if 
ueccssar)'. 

17. General Smith and Mr. Hollis cnm- 
nitted to prison by sentence of the Kitig's- 
t»ench for briliery at the last tlc:‘ioii for 
Hendon. 

June 6. Verdict for TiO/. given in the 
King's-bench against a Kchoolmaster 1« r 
neglecting the health and eilucation ul Ins 
upil. 

10. The celebrated David Garrick took 
tiis leave of the stage, of which he had 
»een the urnameiit for many \ ears, in Don 
FeiiXy giving the pruhtsut thepertbrnnir.ee 
. the theatrical fmnl. lie h.id some 
uiiths before sold his share in tbe tlnratrc 
for 3.'),()00A, to .Messrs. Sheridan, Liolcy, 
Ewart, and Dr. Ford. 

ju/tf 4. AmRMICAN iNDKPKNDtNCK. — TllC 
co igress of North America issued their 
iamoiis declaration ot independence, abjur- 
ing their allegiance to the crown of Britain. 
Their declaration began with an assertion 
of the general rights of man, of the pur- 
poses for which governirents were iusii- 
tuted, and of the right of changing them 
when they no longer answered those ynir- 
{Kises. It ciiumeraferl the wrongs alleged 
to have been t^eived from the mother 
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country, and concluded with asserting in 
the name of the people, that the thirteen 
colonies are, and of right ought to be, 
Free and lndei)endent States.” After 
reading the declaration at New York, the 
king's statue was taken down. 

10. A riotous mob of weavers atShep- 
ton Mallet, having assembled to destroy a . 
machine used in the woollen manufacture, 
one man wus killed and six wounded by the 
tiring of the military. 

22. First stone laid of the observatory 
on Caltun hill. Edinburgh. 

y4uf/. 1. The Lord Mayor’s income, the 
lietter to support the dignity of his office, 
raised irom 4000/. to 5000/. 

lluugainville returned from bis voyage 
round the world. 

Dkath ok David Humk. — This celebrat- 
ed historian and ])hilosopber expired at 
Kdinburgh, in the sixty-fifth year of his age. 
From the nature of his malady, death had 
long been in ]>rospect, and Mr. Hume pre- 
pared fi»r it with cheerfulness and resigna- 
tion. Adam Smith describes his character 
as eminently urbane, generous, charitable, 
gay and goi»d-hunioure<l. He had many 
of the qualities suitetl to his task of histo- 
rian in his knowle<lge of tl.e witrld, acute 
and vigorous intellect, industry in research, 
great equanimity and command of temper. 
Yet the fidelity of his English history has 
lately lH*eii sharply (piestiuued, and an art- 
ful distortion of facts, to suit his monarchal 
predilections, ifnputed to him. In his bur- 
les(pie representations of the scenes and 
actors of the Cromwellian era, he certainly 
seems to have taken the license ascriberl 
to Livy the Roman historian, though fur a 
diiferent purjiose. Mr. Hume’s scepticirim, 
in which he was an enthusiast, seems to 
have lH*eii satisfactorily disposed of in tlie 
Kdinhurgh Review, vol- xx.. - UJ. Some 
of his polilical essay.s, especi.illy those on 
Money, I’uhhcCiedit, and Commeree.iue re- 
niarkahle for neatness, depth, ami ingenuity. 

27. General Howe defeated the Auieri- 
cans at Flat bush in Long Island. 

Srpt, 13. The king's troops enter New 
York. 

22. Died, I.oui« Chambaiid, the .author 
of the French and Fhiglish Dictionary. 

2d. Lord North thrown from his bt»rsc 
in Rushy Park, and broke mie of his arms, 
which interrupted parliamentary business. 

Oe/. II. ^Amettcans defeated on Lake 
('hamplain. 

29. Sir YVilltnm Howe defeated the 
Americans on White Plaius. 

^ Nov. Hi, Died, in his 66th yvAr, Jamks 
F uuoi SON, an eminent experimental philo- 
Kopher, mechanic, and a^tronome^. He was 
Hdf taught. George III., when prince of 
W'ales, having heard his lectures on natural 
philosophy, settled on him a pension of 50/. 
a-yoar. 


Dec, 6. Decided in the court of common 
pleas that Lambeth palace is extra-paio- 
chial, and not liable to poor-rates. 

9. Sanittol Foote, esq., the popular dra- 
matic author and mimic, tried before lord 
Man.s6eld for an unnatural offence, but 
after a long hearing honourably acquitted ; 
the charge originatiug in the malice of his 
coachman. • 

17. Mr. Baldwin, and other printers of 
newspapers, found guilty of publishing an 
advertisement from the Constitotiuiial So- 
ciety, signed by the rev. John Horne, re- 
specting the payment of 1 00/. by that society 
to Dr. Henjiiiniii Franklin. 

21. Dr. Markham translated from Ches- 
ter to the primacy of Y'ork, vacant by the 
death of Dr. Drummond. Dr. Reilhy Por- 
teus succeeded Dr.^ Markham in the see 
of Chester. 

East Inoiks. — The transactions in Imb'a 
this year subsequently gave rise to proceed- 
ings in Flngland of great interest and im- 
portance. Warren Hastings, the governor 
of Bengal, was accused of receiving large 
bribes, one from Munny Begum, a coiicu- 
hiue of the late Mir Jaffier. Rajah Nuiid- 
coir.ar was prosecuted by Hastings and 
Vansittart for a conspiracy ; failing in that, 
Nuiidcomar, a few days after wa!» accused 
of forgery, condemned and hanged amidst 
the regrets of his countrymen ; torgery not 
lieing a capital offence by the laws of India. 
At Madras, violent disputes had aiiseu be- 
tween the governor, lord Pigot, and the 
, members of council. Lortl Pigot suspend- 
the members of council; on which the 
suspended members, with some othem, 
declared themselves the government, arrest- 
ed lord Pigut .iiid committed him to prison, 
where he died, April 17th, 1777. 

Poou-u\TKs. — Returns m.ule to parlia- 
ment of poor-rates tor Fi«ngland and >\ aies, 
from Easter 1773, to Faster 1776: — 
Money rai sed . ,£1,7 20 I 

Expended on the poor 1 , >)5(» , S()4 
In county rates . 137 .636 

Rents, &c. . . . 80,206 

Litigatiju . . . 33,072 

In the Noithern counties the county rates 
are raised separately, and therefore arc not 
included in these returns . — Annuai Rcgis^ 
ter, XX., 239. 

1777. .Am. 2. YVashingtoii attempted 
in the dead of night to surprise the Eng- 
lish at Priucetown. 

13. A rencontre at the Adclphi tavern, 
betwcNJU Mr. Rate, editiir of the Morning 
Post, ainl captain Stony, in cmiseqm iice of 
a paragraph in the paper, retlectiug upon a 
lady , to whom the captain paal his ad- 
dresses : after firing a case of jnstols with- 
out effect, they fought with .swords, and 
each received a wound, hut they were lutor- 
nipted iu the further prosecution of the 
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affair; andthecaptain^the following Satur- 
day, married the lady in question. 

Feb, 4. A man named James Aitken, other- 
wise John the Painter, was brought to Bow- 
street, from Odiham in Hampshire, sus- 
pected of having set on fire the rope-yard 
at Portsmouth ; he refused to answer any 
questions, and was committed. 

22. •The Rev. Dr. Dodd tried and found 
guilty of forging a bond in the name of 
the earl of Chesterfield. 

24. Died, the king of Portugal. 

Mar, 6. James Aitken alias John the 
Painter, tried at Winchester for setting fire 
to the rope-yard at Portsmouth ; he was 
found guilty, and afterwards hung on a gal- 
lows 60 feet high, and then in chains : by 
bis confession it appeared, that he was the 
incendiary who set fire to the vessels in 
Bristol quay : he asserted that he was en- 
couraged to these acts by Silas Deane, one 
of the American congress. He was a na- 
tive of Edinburgh, had enlisted and desert- 
ed three times from the army, committed 
several robberies, and never expressed any 
remorse for his crimes. 

John Peter le Maitre, a Frenchman, was 
tried for robbing the British Museum of 
several valuable medals and coins : he was 
found guilty and sentenced to five years’ 
hard labour on the Thames. 

j^pr, 3, . Lord Mansfield granted a writ 
of habeas corpus to bring a freeman of Lon- 
don from the Nore, who had been impressed 
into the sea service. 

4. Marquis de la Fayette sails for 
America. 

9. Civil List Arrears, — Lord North 
delivered a royal mesKage to the commons, 
informing them that the debts of the civil 
list had increased to upwards of 600,000/. 
It occasioned warm debates, being the 
second application in the present reign ; 
and the accounts presented to the house 
were 8h,arply scrutinised, especially the 
items of pensions and secret service money, 
which had enormously increased. Such, 
however, was the feeling in favour of the 
court, that the arrears were not only pro- 
vided for, but an addition of 100,000/. a 
year voted to the king’s income. Upon 
presenting to the king the bill for the pur- 
pose (May 7th) for the royal assent, sir 
Fletcher Norton, the speaker, took occasion 
to deliver the following ipiusual address : 
— ** in a time, Sire, of public distress, full 
of difficulty and danger, their constituents 
labouring under burdens almost too heavy 
to be borne, your faithful commons, post- 
poning all other b isiness, have not only 
granted to your majesty a large present 
supply, but also a very great additional 
revenue, great beyond example, great be- 
yond your majesty’s highest expense \ but 
ill this, sire, they have done in the well- . 


grounded confidence that you will apply 
wisely what they have granted liberally. 
This gave much offence to some members, 
as not expressing the sentiments of the 
house, but ultimately thanks were voted to 
the chair. 


Apr, 21. The emperor of Germany ar- 
rived in Paris as count Falkenstein. 

29. Mr. Wilkes made his usual annual 
motion in the commons, for expunging the 
resolution by which he had been declared 
incapable of sitting in the last parliament. 

May 7. The court of King’s-beiich de- 
cided that musical compositions are pro- 
tected by the copyright act, same as literary 
property. 

30. Lord Chatham, after a long absence, 
came down to the lords wrapped in flannel, 
and in a speech distinguished by his usual 
fervid eloquence, moved an address to the 
King to put an end to hostilities in 
America, by the removal of grievances. 
Referring to the expectations that were en- 
tertained of success ill the present cam- 
paign, he remarked, that as for the conquest 
of America, the gaining of ten pitched bat- 
tles would do nothing towards it. “ You 
talk,” he exclaimed, “ of your numerous 
friends to annihilate the Congress, and of 
your powerful forces to disperse their ar- 
my ; I might as well talk of driving them 
before me tvith this crutch.” The motion 
was supported by the dukes of Grafton and 
Manchester, the bishop of Peterborough 
(Dr. Hinchcliffe), and lord Camden; but* 
rejected on a division by a majority of 99 
to 28. At this time strangers were a«l- 
mitted to hear the debates in the lords, 
though excluded from the commons, where 
a motion for opening the gallery ha»l shortly 
before been thrown out by a majority of 
83 to 16. 

Jime 4. The Leeds and Liverpool canal 
opened into the river Aire at the former 
place. 

6. Parliament prorogued. 

13. A petition presented to the king in 
favour of Dr. IXxld, signed by 20,000 in- 
habitants of Westminster. 

19. The Neapolitan ambassador robbed 
in his carriage in Grosvenor-square, by 
four foot- pads. 

27. Dr. Dodd executed at Tyburn. 

July 1. A cause of an extraordinary nature 
was tried before lord Mansfield, which in- 
volved a question as to the sex of the Che- 
valier D’Kon, who had formerly acted as 
French minister in England ; two foreign 
witnesses (one a surgeon) swore positively 
that the Chevalier was a female^ in conse' 
quence of which a verdict fur 700/. was 
given for the plaintiff, being the amount 
of a wager laid upon the subject. After 
this decision the Chevalier put on. female 
attire, which he continued to wear till his 
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death in 1810, when it was indubitably 
established that he was of the male iex; 
proving the gross perjury of the v^itnesses 
at the trial. 

4. Rev. John Horne convicted of a libel 
in charging the king’s troops with murder- 
ing the loyal subjects of America at Lex- 
ington. When brought up for judgment 
he was sentenced to be imprisoned one 
year, and to find sureties for good behaviour 
for three years. 

Aug. 19. A dangerous riot among the 
prisoners at Newgate suppressed by the 
spirited conduct of Mr. Akerman the keeper. 

Sept. 11. Sir William Howe defeated 
Washington at Brandywine, with the loss 
of 800 men. 

16. Lord Harcourt found dead in a well 
in his park at Newnham, into which he is 
supposed to have been precipitated in try- 
ing to save a favourite dog that had fallen 
in and was found standing near him. I 

17. Mr. Harrison, accountant to the Lon- | 
don Assurance Company, found guilty of 
forgery, by altering figures in their books 
of account. 

26. Lord Cornwallis entered Philadel- 
phia, and the American Congress removed 
to Lancaster. 

OcU 3. Americans defeated at German 
Town by General Burgoyne. 

6. East India ships ordered to increase 
their crews, the better to defend themselves 
against the American privateers. 

17. General Burgoyne and the whole 
of his army, amounting to 5752 men, sur- 
rendered to the Americ.ins, commanded by 
general Gates, at Saratoga. 

21. At Dover, in his 56th year, died, 
Samuel Foote, the farce-writer and imita- 
tive actor. He had enjoyed a large share 
of temporary notoriety, having long amused 
the town by his light dramatic pieces, and 
talents for satire and personal ridicule. Of 
delicacy or feeling he was wholly desti- 
tute. 

23. A petition from the creditors of 
Mr. Wilkes to the common council, praying 
that such of his debts as were contracted 
during his mayoralty might be discharged, 
was rejected. 

Nov. 18. Died, William Bowyer, an 
eminent printer, distinguished for classi- 
cal taste. 

20. Parliament opened by the king, 
when the royal speech, for the first time, 
intimated some suspicion of the designs of 
France, in the ports of which hostile pre- 
parations were going on. 

21. A question at law, which had been 
held doubtful by the lawyers for two hun- 
dred years, was determine<l by the court »»f 
King^s-hench, who agreed that the words 
in a lease of and from the date and /rorn the 

of the efo/c, had the tame meaning. 


The legal point waa, whether one phrase did 
nut imply a lease in possession, the other in 
reversion. 

Dec, Manchester, Liverpool, Glasgow 
and Edinburgh, raised regiments at their 
own expense for the American war. 

1 1. Royal assent given to a bill for sits 
pending the Habeas Corpus Act. 

12. Died, aged 70, Dr. Haller, t^e cele 
brated Swiss physician. 

16. A marble statue of Mrs. Catherine 
Macauley, erected by the rector a few 
months before, in the church of St. Stephen, 
Walbrook, ordered to be taken down by the 
vestry of the parish. 

24. A subscription was opened to assist 
the American prisoners confined in the dif- 
ferent gaols of the kingdom. 

PoRTUOAi.. — Joseph 1. of Portugal dyings 
he was succeeded by his daughter Maria, 
who was married to her uncle Don Pedro. 
The prime minister, Pombal, lost both his 
place and his influence. liis proceedings 
had been arbitrary, but beneficial to the pub- 
lic. He found the country infested with rob- 
bers ; trade decayed, landed property in the 
hands of the nobles, and the people deprav- 
ed. He tried to remedy these evils, but his 
measures being severe, and opposed to popu- 
‘ar prejudices, he became generally disliked. 

Fkancb. — ^'I'he European powers viewed 
he contest between England and her colo- 
nies with great interest. France in parti- 
cular beheld it with pleasure, and although 
she did not enter openly into the contest, 
irivately encouraged the Americans. Dr. 
Franklin and two others arrived at Paris, 
s ambassadors from the American Con- 
gress. Many French officers embarked to 
]oin the American standard. The cpieeii 
was a decided partizan of the levolteii co- 
onies, and she influenced the king. 

1778. — Prospects of the War. — The 
lituation of the Ministry at the beginning 
>f the year was one of extreme humiliation. 
Their scheme of drawing a revenue from 
America had produced, instead of a revenue, 
a successful rebellion. Afler nearly three 
years’ fighting their military position in the 
country they aimed at touquering was 
worse than at the close of the first cam- 
laign. Their armies were for the most 
lart cither destroyed, or cooped up like 
general Howe at Philadelphia, in spots 
where they could not act and trom which 
they durst scarcely stir. On the other hand, 
every day was adding to the strength ami 
resources of the insurgents, f 
established for themselves an eflicieiit go- 
vernment ; they had agents at the princi- 
pal European courts *, they raised and main- 
tained armies ; issued leiters of marque 
and reprisal, licensed pnvatoers. and had 
their own flag, which was every where re- 
spected. Not only were the high seas thus 
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made dangerous to British commerce, bu 
even the coasts of Ireland and Britain could 
not be navigated with safety by unarmed 
vessels. In these circumstances the public, 
especially the commercial part, l)egan to be 
not discouraged but dissatisHed with the 
further prosecution of the contest. Attempts 
were made to raise additional troops by the 
voluntary subscriptions of individuals, but 
of 15,000 men that were eventually obtain- 
ed not 5000 were raised in Kiiglaiid ; above 
two-thirds of the whole number Udiig pro- 
cured from Scotland, and mostly from among 
the Highland clans. London had from the 
first been opposed to the war; and both 
here and at Bristol the public meetings that 
were called scouted the scheme. Even the 
country gentlemen began to turn upon lord 
North ; and the parliamentary majorities 
diminished when, instead of an American 
revenue, they found, from the course of his 
policy, an aihlition to their burdens. 

Ja/t. ‘J. The king on alighting from his 
sedan at St. James's assaulted by a lunatic 
who called herself queen Beck. 

10. American prisoners in England 
amounted to 924, and the subscriptions 
raised for their relief to 3b 15/. lii the 
spring of last year the Americans tried to 
negotiate an exchange of prisoners. They 
applied for this purpose through the me- 
dium of Dr. Franklin, the resident of the 
United States at Paris, to lord Stormont, 
the British ambassador at tliu French court, 
and to which application his lordship 
thought fit to return the following answer; 
— “ The king’s ambassador receives no ap- 
plication from re6e/s, iinle'is they come to 
implore his majesty’s mercy.” 

1 0. Died, at U psal, t he celebrated natu- 
ralist Linnaeus, aged 71. 

15. Nootka Sound and the Sandwich 
Islands discovered by captain Cook, 

. Subscriptions were opened for rais- 
ing troops for the war, by the justices 
of the peace, grand jury, and freehold- 
ers of Middlesex. In London the motion 
f<tr a subscription was carried in the court 
of aldermen by ^ majoriiy of 1 i to 9 ; but 
it was rejected by 3 to 1 in the common 
council. The monied interest, hotvever, 
evinced their loyalty by sub*cribing 14,000/, 
15. The court of session at E<linhurgh 
unanimously gave their opinion in favour 
of tile unlimited freedom of the negroes in 
tins country, which went much further than 
the coui-ts of England had done. 

17. The prices of pruvUiuns in Newgate 
market were as under ; — 

pe atone, per stone. 

Beef< 2«. 4r/. to Jv. 10//. 

Mutton . 2/f. to 2f. fij. 

Veal . . 2f. lOr/ to bs. 6//. 

Pork . . 2#. 8r/. to3». 4cl. 

Butter If. 7c/* to If. lOJ. per lump. 


Eggs 7f. 6i/. to 9f. per hundred. 
Fowls If. 2(/* to If. 6r/. each. 

Ff6* 4. Lord Abiogdou moved in the 
lords, that it is the opinion of the house, 
“ That granting any aid by subscription 
towards the raising of troops without 
the authority of parliament, is contrary 
to the spirit of the constitution, and the 
letter of the law.” Negatived by a large 
majority'. 

6. The court of France concluded a 
treaty of defensive alliance with the Ameri- 
can colonics, avowing its end to he Die 
effectual maintaining of the liberty, sove- 
reignty, and independence of the thirteen 
United States of America, as well in mat- 
ters of government as of commerce.” 

17. Lord North introduced his conciliatory 
bills, by which he proposed to concede 
every thing for which the Americans' con- 
tended, except only their nominal imlepen- 
dence of the crown. Commissioners were 
to lie appointed to treat with the colonists, 
with full powers to suspend all acts p.issetl 
since 1763, to agree to a cessation of arms, 
;rant pardons, and appoint governors. The 
sudden abandonment of all points in dis- 
pute seems to have produced general aston- 
ishment, and his lordship’s speech (says 
the Annuat Hetjxiter) whs received with a 
dull melancholy silence.” 

Mar* 5. Died, Dr. Arne, the celebrated 
musical composer. 

9. Conciliatory bills rend a third time 
n the lords and passed. Dr. Porteiis, the 
lew bishop of Chester, concluded a maiden 
speech on the occasion with these words : 
— •* Some think the hills offer too much, 
others say they offer too little ; therefore I 

hiiik they contain just enougli.'’ On which 
he duke of Richmond retorted, that “ the 
right rev. prelate had found out a new 
•de of reasoning; namely, tliat that 
iniKSt be right which plea.sed nolx.dy.” 

10. Frencii amliassadur left Laiidun. 

21. Dr. Fianklin, Silas Deane, and Li e, 
ihlicly received at the French court as 

amhassadors from the United States of 
Aitieiira. 

21. Duel at Paris between the count d’.\r- 
tois and the duke de Bourbon ; the count 
had grossly insulted the duchess. 

27. Einhargo laid on Freucli ships. 
Orders issueil to embody the militia. 

Apr. 7 . Divisions on Amkkica.— T lie 
duke of Richmond moved an address to the 
king, which went to the extent of recom- 
mending uTvcognitiou of the independence 
of the American colonies. It was support- 
ed by the Rockingham party, who now ^aw 
na other likely i>sue to the stru^'gle. Other 
leaders, however, of the whig party wire 
opposed to the separation of the colonies 
from the mother country. This ground was 
taken by lords Chatham, Shelburne, Tem- 
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plei and Camden in the upper house ; and 
by Mr. Dunning, colonel Barr^y and those 
who acted with them in the lower. The 
duke was first replied to by viscount Wey- 
mouth in a short speech. Lord Chatham 
next claimed attention : he had entered the 
house in a rich suit of black velvet, a full 
wi)^, and wrapped in flannel to the knees : 
he was supported to his seat by his sun 
and son-in-law, Mr. William Pitt and vis- 
count Mahon. He looked emaciated : 
resting; his hands on his crutches, he at first 
spoke with difliculty, but us he vrrew warm, 
his voice rose, and was as harmonious as 
ever, — oratorical and affecting. My 
lords,” said he, ‘‘ I rejoice that the grave has 
not closed upon me, that I am still alive to 
lift up my voice against the dismemberment 
of this ancient and most noble monarchy.” 
lie was replied to with great respect by 
Richmond, when ou utteinptiug to rise 
again jie fell back bo foie uttering a word, 
ill a convulsive fit, and w'as carried out of 
the house. An adjouriuneiit imnieiliately 

euMied. 

8. On a resumption of the debate lord 
Shelburne passed severe strictures on the 
cornpoHitioii of the ministry. “I repeat 
again,” said his lordship, ‘‘ the lawyers and 
vummixst the present conductors of public 
liusiness, must be sent back to theii proper 
vocations, or their original^obscurity ” On 
a division Richmond’s motion was rejected 
by 60 to 33. 

1 3. The earl of Carlisle, viscount Howe, 
sir William Howe, William Kden,esq., and 
governor Johnstone, appointed coiiimission- 
eis to treat with the Americans. 

vV bill introduced by sir Philip Jennings 
Clerke to restrain any member of the com- 
iiiuns from being concerned in any goverii- 
iiieiit contract ; it was read a first and se- 
cond time, but thrown out on committal by 
a majority of 1 16 to 113. 

14. General sir William Howe, who 
was opposed to the policy pursued towards 
Aineiica, was permitted to resign the chief 
Command of the British forces, and was 
succeeiled by sir Henry Clinton. 

16. Royal assent given to a bill for lay- 
ing a tax ou iiihabiteti houses. Also to a 
hill ibr enaldiiig the king to settle annuities 
on his children, namely 60,000/. a-yuar on 
the six princes, 30,000/. a-year on the five 
princesses ; also 12,000/. a-year on the son 
and daughter of the duke of Gloucester. 

23. Paul Jones, the commander of an 
American privateer, burns in the night a 
sloop in the harbour of Whitehaven, and 
be.igneil setting fire to the town, lie af- 
terwards lauded ou the western coast i>f 
bcotlund near Kirkcudbright, and pillaged 
tile house of lord Selkirk of money and plate. 

2;>. The king visited the dock-yard at 
Chatham, reviewed tho first regiment of 


Royals, and held a levee at the commis- 
sioner’s house. 

May 2. Mr. Deane arrived in America, 
with the treaty concluded with France. 

8. Lord Mansfield decided that an ac- 
tion is not maintainable against (he post- 
master general for bank notes taken or lust 
out of a letter sent by post. 

Death of Chatham. — ^Tliis disfingiiish- 
ed orator and statesman 8urvive<l his hist 
appearance in parliament 34 days, expiring 
at his favourite seat of Hayes, in Kent, on 
the 11 th iust., in the 70th year of his age. 
Chatham began life with the not very pni- 
mising outfit of 100/. a-yeur, a coriietcy 
in the Blues, and a hereditary gout ; and 
so tar succeeded as to achieve fwr himself a 
name not inferior in lustre to any in the 
British peerage. A man must have had 
transcendent merits who could Vie famous 
throughout Europe, and have statues erect- 
ed to his honour in America. He used to 
hay he “ loved honourable war;” and his 
first destination was not inaptly chosen, 
for in activity, promptitude, energy and 
resoluteness, he had eminently those gifts 
which usually lead to military celebrity. It 
was in wielding the oflensive power of Eng- 
land he acquired his chief reputation; tlie 
wisdom of bis civil government was never 
tried, nor if it had is it likely to have been 
conspicuous, lu liis ideas of international 
relations andofpublic happiness, he does not 
appear to have penetrated beyond his con- 
temporaries. Essentially haughty, domi- 
nant and unyielding, he was as little tole- 
rant of national as of individual rivalry. 
He cherished the old yeoman prejudice, 
that France was “ the ancient and inveterate 
enemy of England that the greatness of 
his own country consisted in the humilia- 
tion of her neighbour, in the maintenance 
of |>oweri'iil armies and navies, and in vast 
colonial acijuisitiuns. Ambition was his 
ruling passion, but whether that is laudable 
or not must dvqiend on its direction. It 
certainly betrayed him into apparent incon- 
sistencies. His first opposing and then stre- 
nuously supporting the ILumverian policy 
of George II., is one instance. IIis conduct 
in relation to America is not exempt from 
obscurity. Chatham's game alway.s was 
the riiKMiKUSHii*. and it was his incessant 
scheming to reach this prize that chiefly 
kept up the feud between his own and the 
Rockingham section of the whig party ; 
but whether the successive positions he 
took up in parliament on the American 
question were intended to lead to its attain- 
ment can only bo presumptively deciiled. 
Under hia ministry the obnoxious tea-tax 
was imposed ; yet he afterwards denounced 
taxation without representation as tyranny. 
With all the might of his eloquence be op- 
posed the coercive policy ot loid North— 
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implored him to put an end to the war — yet were by suitable action, a fine person, 
towards the closer when the contest had be- eu^le eye, and pealiny^ voice, that at once 
come utterly h(^eless, he declaimed almost animated the speaker and impressed the 
with his last breath, against recognising listener, one cannot be surprised at the re^ 
the independence of the colonies, — an in- presentations made of the irresistible force 
dispensable concession without which peace of his parliamentary oratory. Sir Robert 
was wholly unattainable. It was at this Walpole was alarmed at the novel thunder 
period he was again brought into comrnu- that burst upon him, and after being ex- 
nication with the earl of Bute, through the posed to his first anathemas called out for 
ofliciousness of the physician of that noble- some one to ** muzzle that terrible cornet of 
man, and of his own physician. Dr. Adding- horse.” The natural gifts of Chatham, 


ton, father of the present viscount Sid- 
moiith. The correspondence which took 
place on this occasion was published in the 
Annual Hetfister, and its bearing has been 
a subject of political speculation. The 
three cliief points deducible from it appear 
to Ixe, first, that Bute and Chatham mu- 
tually entertained a higher opinion of the 
other, than either before thought possible ; 
secondly, that they both thought publics 
afidirs could only be retrieved by “ new 
counsels and new counsellorH but, third, 
it does not appear lord Chatham was pre- 
pared to coalesce either with lord Bute or 
lord North for this purpose. One thing, 
however, is evident, that Chatham had not, 
in the last year of his life, either lost the 
hope or desire again to direct the councils 
of the country. Apart from the aberra- 
tions originating in an ardent love of power, 
the course of Chatham was splendid and 
magnanimous. He always cherished noble 
sentiments. Lord Chesterfield said of hi 
•Miis private life was stained by no vices, 
nor sullied by any meanness.” The 
inscription penned by his countess testifies 
to his domestic worth, but a mure impartial 
testimony to his general excellence is his 
unchangeable jiopulariiy. The city of Lon- 
don Was always proud of him, and after 
his decease erected a fiatteriiig tribute to his 
memory. In addition to contemporary 
praise and posthumous honours, he received 
other, and as some may think, mure sul)- 
stantial tributes to his deserts. Almost 
his entire fortune was made up of the dis- 
interested benefactions of private individu- 
als. Besides the legacy of 10,000/. left 
him by Sarah duchess of Marlborough, and 
some other legacies, sir William Pynsent, 
an old gentleman of 90, be pieathed him in 
1765 an estate of 3000/. a-year, and 30,000/. 
in money. It seems t/j have been the pre- 
vailing fashion so to remunerate public 
characters, for Horne Tooke and Mr. Wilkes 
were similarly favoured. The vigour of 
Chatham in council and hi^ eloquence in 
the senate have beei often described. Ilis 
speeches have two qualities not commonly 
united — they were effective in the delivery 
and are still readable ; they ate not words 
only, but burning thoughts, sententious ar- 
guments, and bold truths, delivered in 
good Saxon EngUsh, and, aided as they 


it is well known, were strengthened by care- 
ful cultivation, and he did not neglect even 
trifles. His last appearance in parliament 
was obviously the result of some prepara- 
tion. Mr. Thackeray states (^History of the 
Life of Chatham, ii. 406) that he was never 
seen in business without a full-dress coat 
and tie-wig. The under secretaries were 
never permitted to sit before him. He was 
not eminent for literary taste ; his composi- 
tions are involved, careless, incorrect, and 
unpolished : — therefore he was not JONius. 

May 22. The commons resolved to make 
a permanent settlement of 4000/. a-year on 
the descendants of the late earl of Chatham, 
to whom the earldom shall descend. 

28. Mitigation okPknai.Laws. — Royal 
assent given to a bill, introduced by sir 
George Savile, for relaxing the severe penal- 
ties inflicted in the r4ign of William 111. on 
Roman Catholics. These penalties included 
the punishment of popish priests as felons 
or traitors ; the forfeitures by popish heirs 
educated abroad ; the power given to a son 
or nearest relation, being a protestant, of 
taking possession of a father’s or other rela- 
tion’s estate ; and the depriving papists 
of the power of acijuiring landed pro- 
perty. The lenity of the times hail in 
practice mitigated the rigour of these into- 
lerant provisions, yet the liability to incur 
such penalties at the pleasure of an informer 
or a kinsman was a severe hardship. 

30. Died, in the eighty-fifth year of 
his age, at the house of the manjuis de 
Vilette, the celebrated M. de Voltaire. He 
had only in the February preceding, after 
an absence of 28 years, arrived at Paris ; 
where he had come, as he said, to seek 
glory and a tomb.” 

June. A general embargo laid on all 
shipping, and a general press for seamen 
on the Thames. 

3. Parliament prorogued. A motion 
was made the day before to prevent the 
prorogation in the present critical posture 
of afiairs, but negatived by a large majority. 
Immediately after the close of the session 
earl Bathurst resigned the great seal, and 
the attorney-general, Edward Thurlow, was 
appointed lord chancellor. The solicitor-ge- 
neral, Mr. Weddcrburne, succeeded to the 
office of attorney-general, and Mi. Wallace 
became solicitor- general* 
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9. Lord Chatham^ gretnams interred with ! 
j?reat solemnity, in Westminster Abbey; 
the hon. William Pitt was chief mourner. 

Rkliek to Irish Trade. — The revolt of 
the colonit» seems to have drawn attention 
to the treatment of Ireland ; and two acts 
assed this session — one admitting the 
rish to a direct participation in the colo- 
nial trade, and the other permitting the free 
importation of cotton yarn manufactured 
ill Ireland into any British port. These 
concessions excited prodigious alarm in the 
commercial and manufacturing districts, 
as likely to prove detrimental to British in- 
dustry. London, however, was uninfluenced 
by such selfish considerations; but from 
other towns j)etitions and instructions to 
representatives were sent up ; counsel and 
evidence were heard ; and the acts were 
only finally passed by the present aban- 
donment of some of the provisions must 
favourable to Irish commerce. Mr. Burke 
was the great advocate of Ireland on this 
occasion. 

17. The American congress decline to 
treat with the British commissioners, un- 
less the independence of the colonies is ac- 
knowledged by the withdrawal of the 
king's armies. 

1 8. l^hiladelphia evacuated l>y the king’s 
troops, who crossed the Delaware without 
loss : they were overtaken by the American 
army at a place called Freehold ; a partial 
act on took place : they reached Sandy Hook 
on the last day of the mouth, and were 
conveyed by Lord Howe’s fleet to New' 
York. Eleven days after the French ad- 
miral D'Estuing arrived at the mouth of 
the Didaware, with twelve ships of the line 
and three frigates, 

I'S. Messrs. Harrison and Sheridan pur- 
chase the Opera-house for ‘J'J.UOfl/. 

Jii/y 2. Died, Jean Jaques Rousseau, 
the author of Etni/ius^ Socuii Coniraci, and 
other eloquent productions. 

27. An action between the English fleet 
Consisting of 30 sail, and the French of 32 
sail, the former commandetl by admiral 
Kvppehthe latter hy count ITOrvilliors : the 
result was wholly indecisive, neither party 
having lost a single ship. This action gave 
rise to courts-maiiial on the conduct of ad- 
mirals Keppel and Palliser. 

30. Two brothers died at a village near 
Ih-ading, one 93, and the other 83 years of 
«ge, where, for many years, they had lived 
together in one room m the meanest man- 
ner, and are thought to have died worth 
100 , 000 /. 

In this month a strong party of the 
American loyalists, called lories, with some 
Indians, laid waste the beautiful and pros- 
perous settlement of Wyoming on the Sus- 
HUehanna. The devastation was retaliated 
ijy the Virginians against the Canadian 


fettlements on the Musissippi, which they 
reduced, and exacted an oath from the in- 
habitants of allegiance to the United States. 

1. The act which obliged lottery- 
office keepers to take out licenses and pay 
50/. for the same^ reduced the number of 
these offices from 400 to 51. 

18. A cucumber was gathered near 
Derby, weighing twenty pounds. 

Sept. 22. The grand dock at Hull opened. 

25. Five hundred men of Lord Seaforth’s 
Highland regiment deserted and took pus. 
session of Arthur’s Hill, near Edinburgh, 
with a design to defend themselves to the 
last extremity. On inquiry it was found 
they had imbibed an idea that they were 
sold to the East India Company. General 
Houghton promising them a free pardon, 
they returned ^to their duty. 

Oct. In this mouth the British commis- 
sioners left America, leaving behind them 
an angry and indiscreet manifesto, threat- 
ening revengeful consequences to the colo- 
nies from their connexions with France. 
Further discredit was brought on this mis- 
sion by an unsuccessful attempt of Mr, 
Johnstone, through the medium of a lady, 
to corrupt some of the members of congress, 
and in consequence of which the congress 
ileclined ail communication with that gen- 
tleman, The conduct of the earl of Car- 
lisle in the affair with the marquis de la 
Fayette is the only part of the proceedings 
of the commissioners in which they seem to 
have evinced wisdom : the marquis had 
sent a chivalrous note to the earl, resenting 
the “terms of insult” (Ann. Heg.^xn. 317) 
in which he had spoken of France, and re- 
quiring per.sonal satisfaction ; but the earl 
properly declined to make a private and in- 
dividual atonement for an act he had dune 
in concert with others in discharge of a 
public duty. 

Nov. 2i). Parliament opened by the king 
with a speech in which he denounced the 
treacherous conduct of France in clandes- 
tinely supplying the American insurgents 
with the materials of warfare. Long de- 
bates ensued, ami the opposition in the lords 
resorted to the unusual course of moving 
a direct negative to the ministerial address. 
It was carried, however, by 67 to 35. In 
the commons the house divided at two in 
the im>rning, when the address was carried 
by 226 to 107. 

Dec, 17. The theatre at Saragossa burnt; 
400 persons lost their lives. 

Gknurai. Bukooyne. — On the arrival 
of this officer on his parole from America, 
a court of inquiry into his conduct was a|)- 
pointed, but the general officers of which 
it was composed reported that in his then 
situation of prisoner of war to the congress, 
no cognizance could be taken of it. He 
then demanded a court-martial, which on 
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ted to the secrefarjr of state with a requesi 
that a special commission mi^ht be issued 
to try the rioters in Lancaster gaol. 

15. At Dublin, a counsellor was brought 
in guilty of niurder in having shot a gen- 
tleman in a duel. The circumstance of 
goin^ out deliberately to fight being, in the 
opinion of the jury, sufficient evidence of 
malice aforethought^ the judges desired 
the jury to recommend the culprit to the 
bench for mercy, which they reluctantly did. 

Oil the same day there was an assem- 
blage of 6000 persons before the parliament 
house, insulting the members, crying out 
for a free trade in Ireland : they stopped 
the speaker, and swore the members to sup- 
port a short money bill : they were proceeding 
to greater excesses when the lawyers’ corps 
appeared among them, unarmed, and al- 
layed the ferment. 

22. Alderman John Wilkes elected 
cliambcrlain of London by a large majority. 

25. Mkrtinu ok Paki.iamrnt. — The 
state of Ireland was adverted to in the 
king’s speech, but there was no mention of 
the war in America. It seemed now grant- 
etl that all hope of recoveiing the revolted 
provinces must be given up, and the ener- 
gies of the country concentrated on the 
inure pressing contest with France and 
Spain. An amendment to the ministerial 
a<l dress was moved by the marquis of 
Rockingham, the drift of Mhich was, that 
public ruin could only be averted by new 
measures and new counsellors.” lie was 
supported by the dukes of Grafton and 
Richmond, lords Shelburne, Kffingham, 
(Camden, and other peers in opposition. 
.Amongst the opponents of ministers was 
their former zealous champion lord Little- 
ton, who spoke strongly against the perti- 
nacious coutinuance of the American war. 
The defence of ministers was feel>le, but 
a majority of two to one supported them. A 
similar amendment was moved in the com- 
mons and rejected by 234 to 134. In the 
debate lord George Gordon exhibited the 
first symptoms of that eccentricity fiir 
which he was soon after conspicuously 
mischievous. Some unimportant changes 
had meanwhile taken place in the admi- 
nistration. Karl Ilathurst was nominated 
presiilent of the council in the ri>orn of earl 
Gower, and viscount Stormont (n nephew 
of chief-justice Mansfield) was appointed 
to the northern secretaryship, vacant by 
the death of lord Suffolk. 

27. Died suddenly, in his 36th year, 
Thomas, Lord Lyttleton. ills lordship's 
abilities were cons lerabie, and he hud 
(Ifstinguishecl himseli two <la 38 before in 
the debates on the address and the state of 
Ireland. It is of him the s .ory of the 
ghost is related, which is said to have an- 
nounced his death to him three days before 
if happened. 


30. Duel between the hen. Charles 
•Tames Fox and W. Adana, Bsc., in which 
the former is slightly wounded. It arose 
from some remaps made by Mr. Fox in 
parliament which were supposed to be 
personal. 

Dec, 13. Statx of Irblamd. — Lord 
North broxight forward his propositions 
for the relief of Ireland. They consisted 
chietly in a repeal of the laws prohibiting 
the export of Irish woollen manufactures 
to any part of Europe, and in the admission 
of Ireland to a direct export and import 
trade with the British colonies. Give us 
a tree trade,” had long been the popular 
cry of Ireland, and some concessions had 
been made in 1778, but in too niggardly a 
spirit from the selfish jealousies of the 
commercial interests of England. But a 
crisis had arrived which rendered a longer 
refusal of justice dangerous to the con- 
nexion between the two countries. Under 
pretext of making ready to resist the 
threatened invasion by France and Spain, 
assuciatious comprising all ranks and par- 
'les were formed, and in a few weeks a volun- 
:eer array, 50.1)00 strong, had sprung up in 
all the pride of military array and all tlie 
itreiigth of military discipline. With such 
a power, tlie advocates of unrestricted com- 
nerce did not attempt to ctuiceal that their 
'bject was as much to wrest a redress of 
domestic grievances from their own goverii- 
nent us to repel foreign aggre>sion. They 
liad, ns wa.s said. their face towards Ame- 
rica and their back towards England.” 
In fact, the first aspect of the American 
ontest was not so menacing as this armiMl 
combination. Ministers were alaimcd and 
embairassed at finding a second colonial 
rebellion upon their hands while they were 
every day losing hope of being able to 
make head against the first. Hence the 
resolutions of lord North for opening the 
Irish trade, and which in the existing tem- 
per of parlmnierit were agreed to without 
op|X)sition. 

Army ani> Navy. — Before the recess, 
the commonH voted 85,0110 men for the sea- 
service; 111,000 for the hind-service, exein- 
sive of militin, amounting, with the atldi- 
tional volunteer companies, to 42,00t). The 
foreign troops in British pay were estimat- 
ed at 24,000, and the artillery at 6000, 
Tile entire force at this period, extlusive 
of the troops serving on the IrLsh and In- 
dian establishments, was nearly 270,000. 
Loans were necessary to support this vast 
increase of the public establishments ; that 
of the year amounted to 12,000,0004 

30. York County Mektino — A great 
m**etiug of freeholders, lor forming an 
association and to consider of a petition 
to parliament for national economy* L' 
their |)etition to the house of commons 
they earnestly requested " that before any 
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new burthens were laid upon the country 
eifectual rneasures might be taken by that 
house to inquire into and correct the gross 
abuses in the expenditure of tlie public 
money ; to reduce all ex orbitant emolu- 
ment t / to reicind and abolitk alt sinecure 
places and unmerited pensions ; and to ap- 
propriate the produce to the necessities of 
the state.” Meetings were held and peti- 
tions of similar import agreed to in all the 
chief counties and towns in the ensuing 
year, and the presentation of the York pe- 
tition (Feb. 8th) produced a great sensation. 

Annual Obituauy. — Rev. John Lang- 
horne, an ingenious poet and miscellaneous 
writer. Rev. J. Ashe, author of an Kiiglish 
grammar and other works. William Ken- 
rick, L.L.l)., a well known literary character. ■ 
.lohn,duke of Rutland, marquis of Graub)', 
aged 83. Sergeant Glyn, recorder oi London 
and M.P. for Middlesex, a popular lawyer. 
])r. John Armstrong, p*i\siciati and poet. 
Richard Grenville, earl Temple, the great 
friend and suppoiter of alderman Wilkes. 

1780. Jtm^ 4. A deputation fr<iin the 
Protestant Association, foruied under the 
ajijspices of lord George Gordon, waited on 
lord North, to request him to present a pe- 
tition from that society to parliament, 
against the late concessions to the catholics. 
Lord North refused. These associations 
first commenced in 1778, in Scotland, where 
they were suffered to attain a mischievous 
organization, though the act which so 
alarmed popular prejudice did not extend 
to that country. 

7. Great meeting of the Mi<!dlesex free- 
holders at the Mermaid, Hackney, u}.un 
the model of the York county-meeting. 

10, Sir George Rodney defeated the 
S|)imish admiral De Langara, and was 
thereby enabled to relieve Giliraltar, be- 
sieged by the comtiined forces of France 
and Spain. 

21. One Gough, a man who kept wild 
beasts, was filud five guineas for letting 
one of them loose on a shenfi^'s officer who 
came to arrest him. 

A proclamation for the capture of all 
foreign ships carrying warlike stores to the 
British colonies. 

Feb. 2. A great meeting in Westminster 
to petition for retrenchment ; Mr. Fox in 
the chair. A committee of ninety noble- 
men and gentlemen appointe<l : among 
whom were lords Portland, Egremont, 
Temple, alderman Wilkes, &c. 

4. A public fast-day. 

8. Sir George Savile presented to the 
commons the York petition. He stated 
that it had been first moved (Dec. 30tli ) at 
“■meeting of 600 gentlemen and upwards ; 
that in the hall where it was voted, there 
'vas more property than there was within 
ihe walls of the commons' house i and it 


was signed by above 8000 freeholders. The 
committee appointed at the meeting con- 
sisted of 61 gentlemen, of whom 14 were 
clergymen, including two church dignitaries. 

11. Messrs. Stratton, Brooke, Fioyer 
and Mackay were brought to the bar of the 
KiiigVbench to receive sentence, on being 
found guilty of removing lord Pigot from 
the presidency of Madras, and imprisoning 
him nine months, which was alleged to be 
the cause of his death. They were sen- 
tenced to pay 1000/. fine each to the king, 
which they did immediately, and were 
discharged. 

Mr. Burke introduced his famous plan 
of economical reform, of which the two 
leading objects were to lessen the public 
expenditure and diminish regal influence. 
He proposed a better regulation of the 
king's household, the sale of the crown 
lands, and the abolition of the separate 
lurisdiction of Wales and the counties pa- 
atine. Violent conflicts ensued, in which 
the ministry more than once wt-rc left in a 
minority ; and Mr. Burke's bill was only 
finally carried curtailed of its chief featurcA. 

A motion by colonel Barr5 in the lower, 
and lord Shelburne in the upper house, 
for the appointment of a committee to in- 
spect the public accounts, met with more 
favour. For this reason the plan was art- 
fully taken up by the minister, who hastily 
introduced a bill, which passed into a law, 
for instituting a commission of accounts, 
consisting of persons not members of the 
commons. It jiroved a salutary inatitu- 
lion, as their numerous reports testify. 

14, DiiATii OF Blackstone. — in his 
oZth year, sir William Blackstone, one of 
the judges of the court of coinmoii-pleas, 
and popular writer on the laws and consti- 
tution of England. This enuneut lawyer 
was the {>ost humous son of a London 
mercer, and educutetl on the foundation of 
the Charter-house. Not possessing in a 
high degree the talents of an advocate, 
Blackstone, at the commencement of his 
career, retired from the practice of his pro- 
fession at the bar to his fellowship at Ox- 
ford, Hud did not return to it till after at- 
taining celebrity by his writings and 
Vineriaii lectures. His celebrated Com- 
mentaries have been objected to, on .'ic- 
coiitit of his prerogative leanings, and in- 
culcating sentiments unfavourable to the 
toleration of dissenters. TTiey have, how- 
ever, the rare merit of rendering accessible, 
and almost intelligible to the unlearned, a 
very abstruse and forbidding science, —if 
that can be termed science which is mainly 
founded on precedent. By digesting and 
arranging the literary chaos ol bis prede- 
cessors, by ingenious and lucid illustrations, 
and by putting forth his wvrk in clear aud 
elegant language, he perforinecj a ta^sk lor tha 
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legal student little inferior in utility to that 
performed by Adam Smith for the student of 
political economy by the publication of his 

Wealth of Nations.* » Sir William sea- 
lously advocated the penitentiary system of 
prison discipline ( Latcf xv., 312), 

and, in conjunction with the celebrated 
John Howard, procured an act (19 Geo. 
HI., c. 74) for erecting penitentiary houses 
for the confinement of prisoners, as a sub- 
stitute for transportation. 

26. A manifesto of the Russian court 
announced the coalition of the northern 
powers, under the title of the AitMxu Nku- 
riiJiL.i'iY, formed upon the basis that << free 
bottoms make free goods which principle 
went to authorising neutral states to carrj' | 
on their usual commercial intercourse with i 
belligerents except in conuaband goods. 
Although the principle was laid down ge- 
nerally, its operation more immediately ap* 
])Jied to Kngland, who remonstrated against 
it. 

29. Thanks of the commons voted to sir 
George Rodney for his signal naval ser- 
vices. 

Mat. 22. Duel bettveen colonel Fuller- 
ton and lord Shelburne, in which his lord- 
ship is wounded. It originated in a par- 
liamentary altercation. 

6. Mr. Dunning moved in a com- 
mittee of the whole house his celebrated 
resolution ** that the iuHut'iice of the crown 
has increased, is increasing, and ought to 
be diminished.** It was carried ly a ma- 
jority of 233 votes against 21’) ; but a 
second motion, on the 20th instant, tt) give 
effect to the first, was lost by a majority of 
177 to 134. In the inrtrval the speaker 
had fallen sick, parliamentary business 
was interrupted, and the minister made 
such good use of his time, that ahlerman | 
Sawbndge declared that ever since the vote | 
of the 6th instant denounced the growing j 
influence of the crown, that inHueuce had! 
been in a progressive state of increase. j 

17. Sir George Rodney defeated, near , 
Martinique, the French fleet con.nianded 
by the count de Guicheii, though the re- 
Knits were not so brilliant as they might 
have been had the zeal of the Ihiglisli ad- 
miral been properly supported by liis ca|)- 
tains. The naval administration of the i 
country had long been wretched, and 
very bad spirit pervaded the king’s ships. > 
Rodney complained of the misconduct of 
his omcers ; but it is now well known that 
the Admiralty deemed it necessary to sii]>- 
press the criminatory passages of his de- 
spatches, and only one was brought to trial ; 
the others, who were equally accused by 
the commander, being allowed to escape, 
from the difficulty of finding a sufficient 
number of non-delinquent officers to try 



May 3. The court of King’s-bench de« 
termined that the owners of adjoining lands 
have no property in the soil of public 
navigable rivers down to low-water mark. 

6. A petition presented to the king, trom 
the whites and blacks of Calcutta, against 
the introduction of the English laws there. 

9. Two men, one a tradesman and the 
other a sheriff’s officer, were convicted of 
arresting the servant of an ambassador. 
They were sentenced by Mr. justice Will es 
to be conducted to the house of the ambas- 
sador, with a label on their breasts, to a.sk 
his pardon, and then one of them to I.e 
imprisoned three months and the other 
fine<l. 

29. Great meeting of the Protestant 
Association in Coachinakers’-hall, lord Geo. 
Gordon in the chair, who said he woubl not 
present their petition to parliament if fewer 
than 20,000 persons accompanied him. His 
lordship during the session had frequently 
interrupted public business by the intro- 
duction of religious topics, which excited 
the risible, rutlier than the irritable, tVel- 
ings of the members. 

June. Riots jn thk Metuopolis. — On 
Friday, the 2nd instant, many thousands 
of people, ugre«*al)le to prior notice, nu t in 
St. George's- fields to accompany lord 
George Gordon, with a petition to repeal 
the law of May 28, 1778, in favour of the 
icatholics. Here they divided into three 
botlies, and proceeded in processional order 
over the bridges, to the avenues of the 
house of Ciiminons. Many of the niub 
behaved ill, insulting the members of 
both houses, and compelling some to put 
blue cockafles in tbeir hats, with the in- 
Hcription, no popeuy. Lord George (itir- 
don presented the petition to the house, and 
moved that it be taken into immediate 
consideration ; but his motion was rejected 
by 192 votes (o 6. The petition is affirmed 
to have had 120,000 signatures or ''marks 
of men as outrageously zealous as grossly 
ignorant.” During ttie discussion, hi.s lord- 
ship fre<piently addressed the mob outside, 
and told them the ^aople of Scotland had 
no reilrcss till they pulled down the pope's 
chapels. When the house adjourned, the 
populace, acting cm his suggestion, pro- 
ceeded to demolish the catholic chapels ot 
the foreign ambassadors. The mob pro- 
ceeded to Newgate, released the prisoners, 

I dotroyed the keeper’s furniture, and set 
fire to the whole. They did the same J‘t 
the New Prison, ClerkeiiwelL ^ On Wed- 
iChday they destroyed the Kiiig’s-bench 
prison and several private houses, 'Iho 
Fleet prison, New Bridewell, and the t-dl- 
gates at Blackfrian*bridge shared the sanw 
fate. Tliirty-six fires were seen biasing 
this night at one time (^Annual lUyisteu 
xxiii., 262). They attempted the BnnlS 
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but the soldiers inflicted a severe chastise- 
ment upon thorn. The military came in 
from the country^ and, in obedience to an 
order of the king in council, directions 
were given to the officers to fire U(K>n the 
rioters without waiting the sanction of the 
civil power. On Friday tranquillity was re- 
stored, but not before 458 persons had lieen 
killed and wounded, exclusive of thube who 
perished from intoxication; especially in 
the house of Mr. Langdale, a catholic and 
distiller. Under a warrant of the secre- 
taries of state, lord George Gordon was 
committed to the Toiver on a charge of 
high treason. 

The magistracy of the metropolis have 
been reproached for supineness during 
the prevalence of these dreadful riots, but 
Mr. Bclshara says {Memoira of George III., 
iii. 12) that it was assuredly nut forgotten 
that Mr. Gillam, an excellent magistrate 
of the county of Surn^}', was tried at the 
Old Bailey for his life in conserpience of the 
order given by him at the riots iu St. 
George^s-fields, in 1768, for the military to 
fire, after long and patiently enduring the 
greatest provocations from the rioters, and 
twice reading the riot-act. Such a prece- 
dent could not but tend in similar emer- 
gencies to enfeeble the civil power. 

Attempts were made to Cl eate anti-catholic 
disturbances at Hull, Hrisiol, and Bath, but 
they were frustrated by the timely vigi- 
lance of the magistrates. It happened un- 
favourably for a popular motion of ihe duke 
of Richmond, that the riots in London 
commenced on the day he gave notice of 
his intention to introduce a hill for annual 
parliaments. Thetumidts threw a general 
damp upon all endeavours at political re- 
formation. 

9. The earl of Surrey and sir Thimias 
Gascoigne lecanted, before the archbi»ho]» 
of Canterbury, the errors of the church of 
Rome. The tbrnier was candidate for Car- 
lisle, the latter for Beverley. 

10. A French force of 6000 men, under 
count de Hochatnbeau, landed at Rhode 
Island, and was cordially received by the 
Americans. 

8. Farliament prorogued by the 

15. Under the special commission ap- 
pointed to try the rioters, it appears 135 
have been tried, and 59 of them capitally 
convicted. Chief justice Wedderbut u, re- 
cently created a peer, by the title of lord 
Loughborough, presided. 

18. Thu court of aldermen resolved to 
dispense with the service of the military, 
there being no fear of disturbance, and 
their maintenance cost the city one hun- 
dred pounds per day. 

Navai. Losses. — Rich and numerous 
outwavd-boinid East and West India fleets 


having sailed from Portsmouth at the end 
of the month, unfortunately fsU in with 
the combined fleet under don ds Cordova, 
and five East, and above fifty West India- 
men became prizes to the enemy. Shortly 
before, a great part of the outward-bound 
Quebec fleet had fallen a prey to the Ame- 
rican privateers. The only set-off against 
these naval disasters was the capture, by 
admiral Geary, of twelve ships of the home- 
ward-bound French West ludia fleet. 

Aitg, 15. Lord Cornwallis signally de- 
feated general Gates, the Americans losing 
900 killed and 1000 made prisoners. Soon 
afier, the Ameiicau partisan Sumpter was 
routed by colonel Tarletou, while the Kiig- 
lish partisan Ferguson was killed, and his 
corps destroyed. 

21. The French king abolished the ap- 
plication of torture to criminals to extort 
confession. 

Sept. 1. Parliament, which had com- 
pleted its sixth session, and might have 
coutiiuied in existence fur another year, 
was unex\iectedly dissolved. 

4. Died at Bromptoii, sir John Fiuld- 
Nu, one of the police justices of the ine- 
tr.>])olH. He was half-brother to the author 
of ** Tom Jones,’* and himself a writer of 
various traits on the criminal law, and a 
miscellaneous publication called ‘‘The 
Universal Mentor.” It is a remarkable 
fact that Fielding was blind from his 
youth, yet was an active and sagacious 
magistrate {Gent, AJng.'), and the promoter, 
if not the founder, of the Magdalen hospi- 
tal, the Marine Society, and other charities. 

22. .At the close of the poll lor West- 
niinstt*r, the numliers were — for admiral 
Kodiiev. 5298; Mr. Fox, 4878; lord Lin- 
coln, the court candidate, 4157. 

Oct, 2. Major Andre hanged, as a spy, 
by the Americans. He had been detected 
in the American lines, with a false pass- 
{Hirt, disgiiisi'd in plain clothes ; and tiie 
papers found upon him showed that he 
httfl been employed in negotiating the in- 
famous tieachery of general Arnold to 
betray bis position at West Point, and 
troops, to the British general. 

6. Mr. Laurens, late president of the 
American (.‘ongress, after aii examination 
by the pri\ y-coimcil, committed to tiie 
Tower, oil a charge of high-treason. He 
had been taken on his passage to Uolland, 
and papers were found showing that an al- 
liance was about being concluded between 
the Americans and that country. 

31. Nkw Pauuament. — Sir Fletcher 
Norton having lost the favour of ministers, 
Mr. Cornwall was chosen speaker of the 
new house of commons by a majority of 
203 to 134. One hundred and thirteen 
new men obtained seats in parliameilt. The 
alariii of the iatp riot# C»‘u#e«l several popu* 
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lar members to be thrown out ; but gene- 
rally the elections had been carried on with 
much apathy. Several members of the 
late parliament, tired out by constant at- 
ten<lanc8 and fruitless opposition, would 
neither be at the trouble nor the expense of 
a contest. The general poverty and de- 
pression, occasioned by the war, had worn 
down both the spirit and principle of the 
people. Sir George Savile, in his address 
to ^he freeholders of York, told them that 
there was no hofte of arresting the progress 
of public calamity ‘‘ till the purity of the 
constituent, and thereby that of the repre- 
sentative/* was restorea. 

•Nov. 1. The returns of losses by the 
riots amounted to 180,000/. 

29. Died in her 63rd year, lamented by 
her subjects, whom she had governed forty 
years, Maui a Tuerksa, empress of Ger- 
many and queen of Hungary. She was 
warmly attached to the catholic religion, 
and this restrained her son Joseph from 
acting as he wished in ecclesiastical mat- 
ters till her death. Soon after that event 
he issued two ordinances respecting reli- 
gious orders ; by one they were forbidden 
holding correspondence with their chiefs 
when m foreign parts; by the other, he 
forbade any bull or ordinance of the pope 
being received in his doiniuions, until it 
had been sanctioned by him. lie granted 
throughout the whole of his hereditary 
states a free toleration for all religious. 
He granted also a greater liberty to the 
press, and abolished slavery in Bohemia, 
Moldavia, and Silesia. At the same time, 
lipoid, the emperor’s brother, archduke 
of Tuscany, ordered that all church pro- 
perty in his dumiuions should he subject to 
the same contributions as other property. 

Dec. 2. Mr, justice Wiliuot obtained a 
verdict againnt the inhabitants of Bethnal- 
green, and 1330/., for the destruction of his 
properly by the rioters. Many other actions 
were brought hy svitferers for compensa- 
tion. One against the Sun fire-oftice, on 
the i5th instant, failed, a clause in the 
policy protecting them against Joss by ciri/ 
or mUiiary comniotion. 

18. Society of Antiquarians instituted 
in Edinburgh by the endeavours of the earl 
of Buchan. Karl of Bute first president. 
20. VTar declared against Holland. 

The king of France made a considerable 
economical reduction in his household this 
year, 406 offices being abolished by one 
edict. The duke of Modena abolished the 
inquisition in his ter > itories. 

Annua I. ObiTUahv. — Hon, Topham 
Beauclerk, a gentleman well known in the 
Johnsoaidii literary circle, aiul celebrated 
for his couversatiimal powers. Francis Vi- 
vares, bh eminent engraver. James Harris, 
ftat fUllmf ^ Jlsrmes** and other philolo* 


gical works. Dr, John Fothergill, a qiiaker 
and eminent physician. Thomas Dilworth, 
author of a popular spelling-book. Francis 
Walkern, a carpenter, aged 104. At Leeds, 
aged 106, Mr. Wheatley, a clothier. At Box- 
ford, aged 102, Thomas Field, a labouring 
man : his father was 104 ; his iiucle, 93 ; his 
brother, 95 {Annual Register^ xxiii. 236). 

1781. Jan. 1. The prince of Wales de- 
clared of age, and appears at court. A few 
days before the bishop of Osnaburg was 
sent to Germany to finish his education. 

6. The French landed 800 men in the 
island of Jersey. They marched unper- 
ceived across the roads, an<l arrived in the 
market-place of St. llilliur hy six in the 
morning, making prisoners the lieutenant- 
governor and magistrates ; but the mi- 
litia and other forces in the neighbourhood 
being collected by major PieiHon, a young 
and gallant officer, they attacked and de- 
feated the French, destroying and taking 
prisoners the whole of the invading force ; 
but, unfortunately, Piers«in was killed in 
the moment of victory. The French com- 
mander had previously fallen. 

25. The commons voted 120,000/. for 
the relief of the sufferers by a hurricane in 
Barbadoes and Jamaica. 

Feb. 1. A motion of censure on the re- 
cent appointment of sir Hugh Palliser to 
the governorship of Greenwich hospital 
negatived. 

2. Admiral Rodney takes tlio Dutch is- 
land of St. Enstutia, with 250 ships and 
other booty, estimated at three millions 
sterling. Thirty Dutch West Indiarnen 
under convoy, and a 6U-gun ship were also 
made prize of. The Dutch colonies of 
Kssequiho and Demerara capitulated. 

5. Trial of Lord George Gordon. It 
liisTed two days ; but the charge for high- 
treasun not being sustainable, he was uc- 
;|uitted : thus this very mischievous and 
fanatical person escaped ail punishment. 

15. Mr. Burke again introduced his hill 
lor the reform of the Oivil List Establish- 
ments. It was ordered to he read a Necond 
ime on the 26th instant, when the chief 
oetiate ensued, and was memorable fur the 
first appearance of some distinguished cha- 
racters. Mr. Pitt delivered his inaideu 
sjieech : it was in favour of the hill, and the 
re|)ort says of the speaker, “ his voice is 
rich and striking, full of melody and force ; 
his manner easy and elegant; his lan- 
guage beautiful and luxuriant.” The present 
earl of Lauderdale, then viscount Mait- 
land, came out on the same occasion, in 
the ranks of opposition. This session 
witnessed, too. the commencement of She- 
ridan’s brilliant course: he spoke point- 
edly, the same night, in defence of 
Burke’s bill. All this display of eloquence, 
howsvei, did not avail | the house diviiM 
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at midniglit, and the bill was lost on the 
second reading by 233 to 190. 

Mar* A distemper broke out among 
horned cattle ; and to prevent the spread- 
ing of the infection) an order in council di- 
rects them to be killed and buried. 

7. The Buuqet. — In opening the 
budget, lord North estimated the entire 
expenditure of the year at 21 millions, of 
which it would be necvssaiy to raise 12 
millions by a public loan. The debate on 
this day, and on the 26th instant, shows 
the prevalent inode of parliamentary ma- 
nagement. The loan had been contracted 
for on the most lavish terms, and distri- 
buted to the supporters of the inintster. 
That the terms were wasteful appears from 
the fact that the shares the next day were 
sold in the money-market at an advance 
of from 10 to 11 per cent. Mr. Byng 
iiiHrmed that half the loan had been sub- 
scribed by members of the house, which 
was in fact, he said, a distribution among 
the parliamentary supporters of government 
of full 680,000/. Lord Kockinghatn cha- 
racterized the loan as one by which at 
least a million of the public inuney had 
been corruptly lavished in bribing the 
representatives of the people to support the 
war (Companion to the Newspaper ^ No. 47, 
p. 275). Much of the loan was subscribed 
ibr in the names of clerks in difierent bank- 
ing houses j some of tliem being set down 
for *25,000/. each, the better to screen the 
parties really interested. About this time 
two measures were iutroduced to curtail 
the ministerial means of corruption ; one 
to exclude government contractors, the 
other, revenue officers from seats in parlia- 
iiUMit. They were defeated in the usual 
way. Towards the end of the debate a 
body of memliers poured in from tlie coff ee- 
rooms, called for a division, and gave to the 
iniuiMter his customary triumph, that of a 
large majority. 

10. Akieniian Kennett, the late lord- 
mayor, found guilty of a dereliction of duty 
during the ** No Popery’* riots. 

15. Lord Cornwallis defeated the Ameri- 
can general. Green, at Guildford $ hut the 
victory was so dearly bought, that the 
English general was shortly after obliged 
to retreat, leaving behind his sick and 
wounded. 

^pr, 3. Captain Donellaii executed at 
Warwick for poisoning his brother-in-law, 
xir T. K. Uoiighton. lie declared himselt 
innocent to the last. 

8. The exclusive right of the king's 
printer, to print the forms of prayer tor a 
public fast-day, established in the Ex- 
chequer. 

12. Dr. Brownlow North translated 
from Worcester to Winchester, vtcr Dr. 
John Thomas, deceased. Dr. Uurd suc- 
ceeded North in Worcester. 


June 1. Government consented to re- 
new the charter of the Bank of England 
for 25 years, on condition of their lending to 
the puIjIic 4,000.000/. sterling, at 3 per cent. 

11. Ostend declared a free port, and in 
the following October the emperor acceded 
in form to the Armed Neutrality, as the 
kings of Prussia and Portugal had also 
previously dune. 

12. Mr. Fox made a motion foi termi- 
nating the American contest. He was 
supported by Mr. Pitt, who characterized 
the war as a series of inefficient victories 
or disgraceful defeats, — victories obtained 
over men struggling in the holy cause of 
liberty.” Negatived by 172 to 99. 

I.*!. The number of prisont'r.s exchanged 
with France since the beginning of the 
war, 44,000. 

25. Rev. Hen. Bate, proprietor of the 
Morning Post, sentenced lo one year’s im- 
prisonment for a libel on the duke of Rich- 
mond. 

July 14. De la Motte, a spy in the pay 
of the French, tried for high-treason, in 
transmitting intelligence to the enemy re- 
specting our naval operations. He was 
convicted on the evidence of a German, 
his accomplice, and hanged on the 27th 
instant. 

18. On closing the session, the king 
said, Peace is the earnest wish of my 
heart.** 

5, Obstinate battle with the Dutch 
off' Dogger Bank, under sir Hyde Parker. 
Both parties claimed the victory. 

15. The king reviews tiie fleet at the 
Nore, accompanied liy the prince of Wales. 

Sept, 8. Battle of Eutaw Springs. Ge- 
neral Arnold burns N'ew London in Con- 
necticut. 

19. Treaty of Chunar signed between 
governor Hastings and the siibahdar of 
Oude ; by which the nabob was relieved of 
all his debts to the Company, on condition 
of seizing the property of the Begums, his 
mother and grandmother, and delivt-ring it 
up to the English. On this occasion the 
nabob made a present to Mr. Hastings of 
100 , 000 /. 

Oct, 19. Lord Cornwallis, after a gallant 
defence, surrendered York Town, with the 
whole of his army, to Washington, and the 
British vessels in the harbour to the French 
admiral de Grasse. Mr. Laurens, the Atneri- 
can commissioner who drew up the articles 
of surrender was the son oV Mr. Laurens, at 
that time close prisoner in the Tower. 

Nov, 13. Townsend, a lieutenant of a 
privateer, executed for murder on the high 
seas, by ordering a gun to be fired into a 
neutral ship, which killed the captain. 

20. French re-captured Kustatia. 

27. Parliament met. The amendments 
to the address, moved by Mr. lox in the 
lower, and by lord Shelburne in the upper. 
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house, pointed to a change of counsels, but 
did not go the length of advising a re- 
cognition of American independence. 

Oer. 4. Mr. Burke moved for an inquiry 
into the conduct of admiral Rodney in il- 
legally confiscating the property of the in- 
habitants of St. Kustatia. The admiral 
defended himself, supported by his brother- 
in-arms, general Vaughan, on the ground 
of Dutch perfidy ; and the motion was ne- 
gatived. 

12. Sir James Lowtber moved that all 
further attempts to reduce the revolted co- 
lonies were contrary to the true interests of 
the kingdom. Negatived only by a ma- 
jority of 4Un a house of 339 members. It 
was ou this occasion Mr. Dimning, very 
mistakenly, declared, “ he thought the ruin 
of this ctmntry was accomplished when 
America was acknowledged to be indepen- 
dent.’* 

14. It appears from the army estimates 
that the whole military force require<l for 
the year 1782, including the provincial 
corps serving in America, amounted to 
195,000 men. The house had already vot- 
ed 100,000 seamen and marines. Lurd 
George Germain intimated that ministers 
had abandoned the idea of subduing the 
Americans, and that no fresh army would 
be sent to replace that captured at York 
Town. 

East India Company — The charter of 
the Company was this year renewed, to 
continue till March 1794. The Company 
to pay 400,000/., and to be allowed a divi- 
dend of 8 per cent. ; th^ee-fourths of any 
surplus to be paid to the government. All 
political dispatches to be first commitni- 
cated to Ministers, who are to decide in 
all questions relative to peace and war. 

Sunday Schools. — Robert Raikes, a 
printer, in conjunction with the rev. Mr. 
Stock, established at Gloucester the first 
Sunday-school in England. His aim was 
greatly facilitated by the institution, four 
years after, of the Sunday School Society ; 
the objects of which were to promote, by 
correspondence and pecuniary H^sistance, 
the formation of Sunday Schools ; to induce 
the opulent to visit and superintend them, 
and suggest such improvements as might 
offer to their consideration. Next to cha- 
rity-schools (anie 385) Sunday-schools may 
be considered the second step in the pro- 
gress of popular instruction. Before their 
establishment education was at a very low 
ebb, even among the middle orders; as 
may be seen by th* writing and spelling of 
respectable tradesmen of that period. 

At the close of the year public meetings 
were held in the cities of London and 
Westminster, and in Southwark, l.y the 
freeholders of Middlesex and Surrey, to 
cotieider ^ calamitous state of public 
iffaiiB. 


Navy and Army. — It appeared, by re- 
turns from the Navy-Office, that from 1774 
to 1781, 175,900 men had been raised for 
the king’s service, of whom, in the five 
years ending in 1780, 18,548 had died, 
1243 were killed, and 42,069 had deserted. 
In the s^me period, by returns from the 
War Office it appeared there had been rais- 
ed for the army 76,885 men, out of which 
10,012 had died, made prisoners 8,629, de- 
serted 3801, unfit for service 3885. The 
corps and recruits sent to America and the 
West Indies were in 1778, 3774; in 1779, 
6871; in 1780, 10,237.— .Juntio/ Hegitter, 
xxiv, 174. 

Annual Obituary. — Edward Capel, ex- 
aminer of plays and editor of Shakspeare's 
plays. W^illiam de Grey, harou Walsiug- 
ham,-in his 62ud year, many years chief- 
justice of the common pleas. Lord Hawke 
a distinguished naval commander. Henr} 
Thrale, esq., LL.1>., an eminent brewer 
and Ute M.P. for Southwark. Dr. Watson 
author of a History of Philip II. At Bur- 
ford, Oxfordshire, aged 75, Mr. Lenthall, 
great-grandson to Lenthall, speaker of the 
Long Parliament in CromwelVs time. 

1782. Jan, 31. The king having refused 
to receive ou the throne, as customary, the 
address and remonstrance of the Livery of 
London, resolutions were passed expressive 
of the necessity of parliamentary reform and 
a more frequent election of representatives. 

Feb, 7. Mr. Fox moved “ that there had 
been gross mismanagement in the admi- 
nistration of naval affairs in the year 1781.‘’ 
Had this passed, Mr. Fox intended to fol- 
low it up with another motion for the re- 
moval of lord Sandwich from the head of 
the admiralty. It was negatived only by a 
majority of *^2 in a house of 288 members. 
Meanwhile lord (ierinam had retired frcin 
he secretaryship of the colonies and was 
mcceeded by Welbore Ellis, a staunch 
supporter of the American war. 

\ iscuuNT S\CKviLi.B. — The elevation of 
lord George Germain to tlie peerage, im- 
mediately after his resignation, by the title 
of viscount .Sackville, was sharply discussed 
in the tipfrer house. His lordship, it will 
be remembered, had, twenty-two years be- 
fore, been adjudged by the sentence of a 
court-martial incapable of serving his ma- 
jesty in any military capacity, in conse- 
quence of disobeying his superior officer 
at the battle of Minaen. In the interval, 
however, be had filled important public of- 
fices, and had been restored to the privy- 
council under the Rockingham ministry ; 
therefore the opposition to his new honour 
seemed fastidious. The discussion was 
rained on the 7th and 18th inst. ; on the last 
day lord chancellor Thurlow delivered one 
of his most powerful speeches in defence of 
this exercise of the royal prerogative. 

22. General Cenway moved an address 
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to the Vlng, imploring that the war in Ame- 
rica might no longer be pursued for the 
impracticable purpose of reducing the in- 
habitants of that country to obedience by 
force. After an interesting debate, which 
lasted till two o’clock in the morning, the 
house divided and the minister found him- 
self in an ominous majority of one — 192 
being for, and 193 against the question. 
Ministers, however, still clung to office, and 
a series of resolutions of more impulsive 
force were requisite before lord North ex- 
pressed his intention to resign. 

Mar* 8. Lord John Cavendish moved a 
string of resolutions, declaratory of the ca- 
lamities of the war, concluding with an 
affirmation that the chief cause of these 
misfortunes had been a want of foresight 
and ability in the ministers. They were 
seconded by Mr. Powys, a principal leader 
of the independent interest, or country gen- 
tlemen, in the house, but negatived by 226 
to 216. On this occasion Mr. Fox took 
occasion to say that the two chief points 
on which he differed with ministers were 
the necessity of peace and a diminution of 
regal influence. The war was supported 
by placemen and contractors ; leaving out 
these, the majority against nuiiisters was 
upwards of 100. 

1 5. The op^msition, determined to carry 
their point, pressed into their service sir 
John Kuus, member for Suilblk, and once 
xealously attached to the ministry. On 
this day sir John moved, that taking into 
considerati«in the debt and Ins^es of the 
war. 110 further confidence could he placed 
in the ministry who ha<l the conduct of 
public affairs. A vehement debate ensued, 
and the motion was only negatived by 236 
to 227. 

19. The wished-for crisis had nowar- 
rived. The earl of Suney had given notice 
lor to-di^ of a motion of similar import 
to that of sir John Kous. But when his 
lordship was about to rise, lord North in 
formed the house ih^t Att majrs/y had come 
io a deiermiaation to make an cit/iVe change 
of admmietration* Upon which tho house 
adjourned. 

Rockinohah Ministry.— -About the end 
of the month the new ministry was com- 
pleted. 

Marquis of Rockingham, Mrs/ lj»rd of 
the Treatury. 

Earl of Shelburne and Mr. Fox, Secre- 
tariti of State. 

Lord John Cavendish, Chuncei/or of the 
Exchequer. 

Admiral (Viscount) Kejipcl, Firr/ /#or</ 
of the Admiralty. 

Duke of GraRon, Frioy-Seal. 

Lord Camden, Preaiient of the Counaif. 

Duke of Richmond, Maetcr-Gencrai of 
the Ordnance. 


General Conway, Commander in chief of 
the Forcee. 

Ijord Ashburton (Dunning), Chancellor 
of the Duchy of Lancatter. 

Lord Thurlow (continued), Jjord Chan- 
cellor, 

These eleven constituted the Cabinet, 
consisting of five Rockingham and five 
Shelburne whigs, and the tory chancellor 
Thurlow, who was more especially consi- 
dered the king's friend.'* Nearly all the 
subordinate offices were filled by new men. 
Mr. Burke was made paymaster-general of 
the forces ; Colonel Barre, treasurer of the 
navy; Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Orde, under- 
secretaries of state ; Mr. Townshend, secre- 
tary-at-war ; Mr. Kenyon, attorney-general; 
Mr. Lee, solicitor -general; earl ofTanker- 
ville and (). H. F. Carteret, joint-postmas- 
ters general ; the duke of Rutland, viceroy of 
Ireland ; and general Burgoyne, command- 
er-in-chief there. 

Measures ok Reform. — ^Various mea- 
sures of reform which the opposition of the 
late ministry had defeated were now suc- 
cessfully introduced. Among these were 
two bills, one prohibiting contractors from 
sitting iu the house of commons, and the 
other diMabling revenue officers from voting 
lit elections, both of which became law. 
The loss of the colonies having rendered 
the office of a third secretary of state 
unnecessary, that office was abidlshed. 
Mr. Burke introduced, for the third time, 
though much narrowed in its provisions, 
his bill for the reform of the civil list 
establishments. By this bill a mass of use- 
less places and offices in the royal household 
were abolished, and the crown restrained 
from granting any pension exceeding 300/. 
Provision was also made for the discharge of 
the debts of the civil list, which had again 
accumulated to the amount of 300,000/., 
notwithstanding the recent augmentaliuii 
of the king's income, in the commons 
these retrenchments were adopted without 
hesitation, but in the upper house lords 
Thurlow and Loughborough vainly tried 
by 'every species of legal subtlety first to 
defeat and then delay their progress. 

Jpr. 3. Prince de Gallitzin and M. dc? 
Markotf’, the Russian ministers, offered 
their services to Holland, to mediate a 
{leace between that country and England ; 
and accompanied this oiler with a letter 
from Mr. Fox expressive of the readiness of 
the English court to agree to an immediate 
armistice with tho Dutch. To this commu- 
nication no satisfactory answer was given. 

1*2. Gukat Navai. Victory. — Admiral 
Rodney completely defeated count De 
Grasse in the'Vest Indies ; the battle last 
ed from seven in the morning till sun-set ; 
and Ute results were the capture of seven 
ships of the line and two frigates. Among 
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them watt the Ville de Paris, of 1 12 guns, 
which struck to sir Samuel Hood, and is 
said to have been the only tirst*rate man* 
of- war that up to that date had ever been 
taken and carried into port. In this action 
the nautical manoeuvre of breaking the line 
and attacking the enemy on both sides at 
once, was first tried and successfully execut- 
ed. This victory saved Jamaica, ruined the 
naval power of i>anceand Spain, and gave 
a finishing blow to the war. The news 
arrived in England just after an order had 
been despatched for the recall of Rodney, 
whose politics differed from those of the 
new miiiistry. 

19. Holland acknowledged the inde- 
pendence of the United States of America 
and adinittefl Mr. Adams in the quality of 
minister. 

27. Died, Edward Chamberlayne, F. A S., 
one of the joint secretaries of ihe treasury. 

1 n a moment of nervous diffidence about his 
fitness to discharge the duties of his new 
ajipointment, he thrt*w himself head fore- 
most out of a window and was killed, lie 
was one of the best scholars of the age. — 
Ann.'jReg,, xxv. 206. 

Matf, The early part of this month was 
unusually severe, and the winter, through- 
out Europe, had continued longer than had 
been known for several years. 

6, Mr. Wilkes after many abortive ef- 
forts, succeeded in his object, and carried a 
motion to erase from the journals the reso- 
lution of Feb. 17th, 1769, by which he was 

judged incapable of sitting in that house.’* 
Lord North and Mr. Fox opposed the mo- 
tion, but it was carried by 11.) to 47. Mr. 
Wilkes addressed a congratulatory letter to 
his constituents ; but thirteen years had 
elapsed, and little was now thought of the 
Middlesex election. 

7. Kbfokm of Pari.iament. — Mr. Pitt 
brought forward his celebrated motion for 
a committee to inquire into tlie state of the | 
representation. The treasury boroughs and 
those in the possession of private indivi- 
duals he described as tiiu great sources and 
supports of bad government. The leader of 
the opposition was Mr. Thomas Pitt, after- 
wards lord Camelford, and a cousin of the 
mover. Mr. Fox, in a short speech, sup- 
ported the motion. Upon a divi-ion there 
were 141 for and 161 against the motion. . 

18. Illumination for Rodney's victory. ! 
CoNviNTioN OF DiJNuANNON.-The recent 
coDcession8(aii/<»p. 6 11, 5 14) of the English 
parliament neither met the wants nor the 
wishes of Ireland. They denied the supre- 
macy of the British legislature and the right 
of the Irish privy council (under Povoing’s 
act) to originate laws ; they ailed for a 
habeoM corpu* act and the abolition of su- 
perfluous places and pensions. These claims 
werr made W ^rined men, whom it was 


perilous to refuse. At Dungannon, last 
year, the representatives of 143 corps of 
volunteers assembled, and passed resolu 
tions declaratory of a fixed determination 
to seek a speedy and effectual ” redress of 
Irisli grievances. ** They knew,” they said, 

their duty to their sovereign, and were 
disposed to be diyo/; but they knew also 
what they owed to themselves, and were 
resolved to be free'* On the 16th of A])rii, 
1782, Mr. Grattan, in a speech of extraor- 
dinary eloquence, moved in the commons 
of Ireland fur a Declaration of Rights,” 
under the form of an address to the throne. 
Such was the power of his eloquence that 
it passed both houses unanimously, and 
was transmitted to England. On the 18th 
of May following the subject was intro- 
duced to the English parliament, by Mr. 
Fox, and the obnoxious act (6 Qeo. 1.) fur 
securing the dependency of Ireland rejwaled. 

June 14. Advice from Brest of the pre- 
valence of an epidemic by which half the 
persons in the king’s employ were confined 
to their beds. 

26. Slavery entirely abolished in Aus- 
trian Ptdand. 

July 1. Died, in his 63rd year, the mar- 
quis of Rockinuiiam, first lord of the 
treasury and head of the ministry. His 
lordship leaving no issue the title became 
extinct, and his estates descended to his 
nephew, earl Fitzwillium. Rockingham was 
a nobleman much respected, not remark- 
able for strength of mind, hut patriotic, 
and had the merit of bringing forward 
Burke and other distinguished characters 
into the political arena. 

SiiF.i.utRNS Ministry. — ^The death of 
the Marquis broke up the ministry alter a 
short hut not inglorious continuance of 
thirteen weeks. It had l)eeii composed of 
the Rockingham anil the Chatham, or .Shel- 
burne whigs, two sections of the whig 
party which could only agree together in 
Opposition, not in place, and who had tem- 
porarily coalesced to oppose first, Mr. Uren- 
vilie, and afterwards lord Nortli. During 
their short-lived ministry they were i»>t 
cordially united. Now that the contest 
with the American colonies had become 
hopeless, tlie Rockinghams were at once 
prepared to recognise their independence 
and put an end to hostilities ; but the Shel- 
buriie.H only at the last hour and very re- 
luctantly made np their minds to this una- 
voidable concession. In the allocation of 
offices too there were heart-burnings. The 
Shelburnes seem to have expected the 
chancellorship for Dunning, but this ho- 
nour the Kockinghams either could in»t or 
would not grant him, and the place was 
left in the possession of Thurlow, lord 
North’s chancellor, who all along, in pub- 
lic at least, had supported the policy of 
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that miniiUr. The inequalitf, however, 
ill the distribution of the honourn seems to 
have been partly made up by the distribution 
of emolument. Ashburton had a valuable 
sinecure and pension i^iven him, and colo- 
nel Barr6 received a large pension : so 
that the injustice perpetrated among them- 
selves could not have been great. The 
causes of the king’s preference are gene- 
rally known. On the American question 
(■ieorge III. more nearly agreed in opinion 
with the Shelburne than the Rockingham 
section of his cabinet ; and it is not likely 
the king viewed with satisfaction Mr. 
Burke’s attack on the economy of the royal 
household, nor the opinion Mr. Fox had 
openly avowed of the necessity of circum- 
scribing regal iiiduence. If Mr. Fox as> 
pired to the premiership, which it is said 
he did (Compamon to the Newspaper^ No. 
48. 306), no time was allowed him to put 
in his claim. Immediately the death of 
Rockingham was known lord Shelburne was 
appointed his successor, and without con- 
sulting Mr. Fox, lord Grantham was ap- 
pointed to the vacant secretaryship. Upon 
learning these changes, made without their 
knowledge or concurrence, the Rocking- 
ham whigs resigned in a body. Mr. Fox 
was succeeded by Mr. Thomas Townshend 
(afterwards viscount Sydney); lord John 
Cavendish, as chancellor of the exchequer, 
by Mr. William Pitt; Mr. Buike by col. 
Barre. whose office of treasurer of the navy 
was given to Mr. Dundas (afterwards vis- 
count Melville) ; Mr. Henry Krsktne (bro- 
ther of the earl of Buchan') succeeded 
Dundas, lord-advocate, and Mr. Pepper 
Arden (afterwards Lord Alvatiley) Mr. Lee, 
as solicitor-general. Karl Temple became 
the new viceroy of Ireland, and Mr. William 
Wyndhain Grenville (afterwards lord Gren- 
ville) the chief secretary. At the treasury 
and admiralty boards lord Althorp, lord 
Duucannoii, Mr. Montagu, &c., resigned; 
also Mr. Sheridan his under-secretaryship 
of state. 

July 3. Mr. Coke, the member for Nor- 
folk, moved for an address to the king 
against the pension of 3000/. a year 
granted to colonel Barr4, to commence at 
the lime he should cease to hold the office 
of treasurer of the navy, and which grant 
had been made at the moment Mr. Butko's 
bill for rerunning the civil-list, which re- 
strained the minister from granting any 
greater pension than 300/. a year, was 
lying ready for the royal assent. Ultimately 
the motion was withdrawn. Mr. Fox ex- 
pressed his approval of the grant, and eu- 
h red into some explanation of his resig- 
nation of office. He ascribed it to politi- 
cal differences ; and indulged in the odd 
prediction (as events inoved) that <<the 
Ni&w uiMisTBas umld in a very sAorf lime 


he Joined by tho$e men whom the house had pre* 
cipitaied from their sea/sJ* Without this ex- 
planation, Mr. Pitt said he should have 
anticipated the resignation of Fox ** to be 
a baulk in struggling for power.” Next 
day lord Shelburne confirmed the surmise 
of Pitt, and ascribed the flight of the Rock- 
in ghams to disappointed ambition. Shel- 
burne affirmed that ho had, on the resigna- 
tion of lord North, the premiership within 
his grasp, but gave wuy to Rockingham ; 
that he had always stood but for the ex- 
ercise of the constitutional prerogative of 
the crown, and “ opposed the doctrine that 
the king should be a mere puppet in the 
hands of the aristocracy, or rather, of a cer- 
tain select number of great families.” 

11. Parliament prorogued by the king 
without any allusion to domestic politics, 
but expressing a strong desire to terminate 
the war. 

13. Advice of the surrender of the Ba- 
hama Islands to the Spaniards. 

Severe storms of hail in France and 
.Spain. Some of the stones weighed eight 
ounces. London and neighbourhood was 
visited by a storm of thunder and lightning 
on the 15th inst. 

dug, 5. Count de Grasse landed at 
Portsmouth. He was the first commander- 
in-chief of a French fleet or army that had 
been prisoner in England since the cap- 
ture of marshal Tallard in qtieen Anne's 
wars. 

24. The Gazette contains dreadful de- 
tails of the ravages ot* the plague and of a 
must destructive fire at Constantinople. 
Ten thousand houses, besides 50 mosques 
and other public buildings, destroyed. 

30. An express reached the Admiralty 
of the loss of ihe Royal George of 100 guns. 
She was careening at Spithead, some 
uf her up{)er ports open, when a sudden 
gust of wind overset her. Four hundred 
men, and as many women and children, 
perished ; admiral Kempeiifelt among ihem. 

Srpt, 13. A grand attack was made by 
the united French and Spanish forces upon 
the fortress of Gibraltar; the cannonade 
and bombardment from floating batteries 
were tnsr.endous ; but the brave governor, 
sir Gilbert Kiliut, by a well-directed and 
impetuous discharge of red-hot shot from 
the fortress, set fire to the besieging flotilla, 
the vessels of which successively blew up, 
and the scene of destruction was indescriba- 
ble. Sir Roger Curtis, with great gallantry 
ami considerable personal ii>k, saved 400 
of the enemy. Not a vestige was b ft on 
the following day of all the formidable 
preparations which were collected ior the 
carrying on this celebrated siege ; it 
had now lasted five years, aud during tluit 
time the enemy had vainly tried all the 
expedients of i»arfare. 
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16. A terrible pale of wind in the West 
Indies ; several ships of war were lost. 

Oct* 8. Many eniigrantn from Geneva hav- 
ing removed to Ireland, 50,000/. was given 
by the king to defray the charges of their 
removal and settlement. 

11. The cenotaph, erected in Guildhall 
to the memory of the late earl of Chatham, 
o])ened to the public. 

10. Dr. Richard Watson consecrated 
bishop of Llandaff in the room of Dr. Bar- 
rington, translated to SaUsbuiy. 

22. New Sessions-house, Clerkenwell- 
greeu, opened for the use of the Middlesex 
magistrates. 

Aov. 8. First general meeting of the 
patrons of chartty-nchouls in Britain held 
at St. Paul’s Cotiee-huuse. 

22. Mr. Tuwnshend, one of the secre- 
taries of state, writes to the lord-mayor in 
order to prevent speculations in the funds, 
pending the negotiations in Paris for peace, 
that the question of peace or war would he 
deci<led prior to the meeting of parliament. 

30. Provisional articl»‘S of peace signed 
at Paris between Britain and the thirteen 
United States, on the basis of a fuil ac- 
knowledgment of the inde( endeiice of the 
colonies. Dr. Franklin had the honour of 
concluding this important arrangement. 
A clause was inserted, by which, in return 
for a lull participation in the Newfound- 
land fisheries, the congress engaged to rc- 
commend to the Several States to provide 
lor the restitution of the confiscated estates 
of the loyalists. But this recommendation 
proved nugatory, and that portion of the 
king's subjects were oliiiged to take refuge 
in Kngland or the barren regions of Nova 
Scotia and the Bahamas. 

Dec. 6. Purliament met, when the king, 
in a speech of unusual length and ability, 
for the first time announced the determina- 
tion to concede the independence of the 
American colonies. 

Subscription for a national bank opened 
at Dublin ; in a few hours, 30,000/. more 
than needed was (•ffered. 

18. The dividend of the East India Com- 
pany, for the half year ending at Christ- 
mas. declared to be 8 per cent. 

27. At Edinburgh, in his 86ih year, 
died Hknky Home, lord Karnes, the Scot- 
tish judge, and author of many learned and 
ingenious publications. 

In this month died Hyder Ali, who by 
talents and enterprise had risen from the 
rank of a private soldier to be one of the 
most powerful jpr^ ices iti India. He was 
succeeded hy bis sou Tippoo Saib, who in- 
herited all father’s hostility to the Eng- 
lish. 

This year the Irish parliament voted 
50,000/. for the purchase of an estate to be 
setilediMi M?. Grattan, a testimony of 


their gratitude for the imejiualled benefits 
conferred by him on that kingdom.” 

Mr. Wedgwood invented a thermometer 
for measuring the higher degrees of heat. 

WouKHousE System. — ^Theplan of con- 
gregating the poor in workhouses, which 
was first introduced about 1724(an/c 386), 
received great extension from an act passed 
this year, called Gilbert’s Act, from the 
name of the member of parliament by 
whom it was framed. This act, aiming to 
combine the advantages of an assemblage 
of a number of poor on one spot, of a minute 
division of labour, and a joint management 
of expenditure, empowered magistrates to 
consider any large workhouse as a common 
receptacle for the poor within a diameter of 
20 miles. Judicious as this plan apparently 
was, it did nut prove successful. Prosier 
care was seldom taken to separate the in- 
mates of the workhouses according to thcMr 
ages or their habits; neither was the division 
of employment carried to the nece^sary 
length. Their earnings consequently wen^ 
insigiiificunt, and the charge to the parish 
amounted in general to 9/., 10/., or even 
16/. each, while half the sum wouM have 
sufficed if paid to the poor at their own 
habitations. 

The iiupdsition was this year abulishid 
in Tuscany. 

Annual. Odituauy. — Daniel Beinouilli, 
physician and professor of natural philoso- 
phy at Basil. John Parry, the famous 
blind harper. Sir James Burrow, master 
of the crown office and compiler of a volume 
of Reports. At the house of Dr. Johnson, 
Bolt-court, his friend Robert Levett, aged 
80, a practitioner of physic. Sir Johu 
Pringle, late president of the Royal So- 
ciety, and physician extraordinary to the 
king. Dr. Sulander, who went round the 
world with captain Cook and sir Joseph 
Bunks. 

1783. Jan, Tkiihis ov Peace. — The pre- 
limiiiury articles of peace between England, 
France, and Spain, were signed at Ver- 
sailles on the 20th instant. By those, 
Britain restored the island of St. Lucia to 
France ; also the settlements on the Senegal 
and the city of Pondicherry, in the hast 
Indies. Britain relinquished all claims on 
Dunkirk. France gave up all her We>t 
India conquests with the exception of lu- 
bago. Spain was allowed to retuin Mi- 
norca and West Florida, East Flondii 
being also ceded in exchange for the Ba- 
hamas. Peace with Holland was longer 
postponed, the Dutch claiming an in- 
demnification for the expenses of the 
war, and the restoration of Trincomalce. 
A suspension of hoaiilities> however, was 
agreetl to* 

21. Parliament re-aHserobled. 

I^fb, 1. Orders to disband the militia. 
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5. Order of SI. Patrick created. 

A series of violent earthquakes occurred 
in Calabria aud Sicily. The fifst and most 
destructive occurred on the 5th instant^ 
M'heii cities, towns, and villages were totally 
demolished. The city of Casul Nuova 
was entirely swallowed up, and the prin- 
cess Grimaldi, with more than dOOO |>eople, 
])erished in an instant. The inhabitants 
of Scylla, who with their prince had de- 
scended from the rock, and taken refuge on 
the sea-shore, were all swept away by an 
enormous wavts ou its return from the land 
which it had inundated. Messina and the 
northern parts of Sicily were also great 
sufferers. 

17. Grand debate in both houves on the 
terms of the peace, which were ably de- 
fended by lord Slielburne us the best the 
country hud a right to expect. But on a 
division the address was carried only by a 
majority of 72 to 59 voices. A similar ad- 
dress in the cuiiiinons was seconded by Mr. 
■Wiiberforce, but opposed with great vehe- 
mence by Fox and North. Mr. Powys 
said it Wtis an age of strange confedera- 
cies,*— a monttrout coa/itinn had taken place 
between a noble lord utul un illustrious 
commoner, — the lofty asserter of the pre- 
rogative had joined in an alliance with the 
worshippers of the majesty of the people.” 
On a division, the effect of this monstrous 
i-oa/ition was visible, ministers being left in 
H minority oi' four in a house of 432 mem- 
bers. 

21. A resolution more pointedly disap- 
proving of the {leuce being moved and car- 
ried by lord J. Cavendish, the carl of Shel- 
burne resigned the premiership. 

25. Petition presented to the commons 
for parliamentary reform from the free- 
holdvrsof Yorkshire witli 10,124 signatures. 
Petitions for the same object were shortly 
alter presented from the metropolis and va- 
rious p««rts of the country. 

Afar. Disturbances among the seamen 
at Pi/rtsmouth appeased by lord Howe. 

25. In the year ending at this date were 
nianufactured in the VVe^t Hiding of York- 
sluie 131,092 pieces ut broad wuulleiis, 
measuring 4,r)63,3/ti yur«ls ; and UiS,h41 
pieces of narrow clotli, measuring 3.292 002 
yards. Increased this year, 1 8, 022 pieces 
of broad, und 11,892 pieces of narrow. — 
Rejf.f xxvi. 204. 

30. Died, ill his G.tth year, Dr. William 
Hunter, the celelirateil anatomist and me- 
dical practitioner. He bequeathed bis valu- 
able museum to his nephew' fur thirty 
years, afterwards to be removed to the 
universitv of Glasgow, near which he was 
born. He tried in 1765 to establish a mu- 
seum on the site of the KingVinews, but 
his application was negatived by the then 
minister, Mr, Grenville, 


Jpr, 1. Hyland, an engraver, discovered 
to have forged on the East India Company 
to the amount of 7114/. 

Coalition Ministry.— The Rocking 
ham and Shelburne whigs were so nearly 
balanced, that the North party had the 
power of turning the scale in favour of 
either section. They preferred a union with 
the former, and to which, according to the 
declaration of lord North (Feb. 21), he was 
invited. Shelburne made overtures to Fox, 
but none to their common enemy. The 
Rockinghams separated from men with 
whom they mainly agreed, to unite with 
those to whom they had long been vehe- 
mently opposed. With lord North, Mr. 
Fox difftfied upon most great public ques- 
tions — upon the American question — upon 
parliamentary reform — and the necessity of 
circumscribing the growing influence of 
the crown. The terms of the peace si*em 
to have been a mere pretext ; the object of 
the coalition was the expulsion of Shel- 
burne from power, who hud accepted office 
ill obedience to the king’s wish, indepen- 
dently of factious dictation. Their triuinpli 
proved short lived and unprofitable. Events 
proved their abandonment of principle for 
power to be a weak and ruinous expedient, 
which lost them the confidence and sup- 
port of the nation. Six weeks elapseil be- 
fore the hybrid ministry was completed : it 
was occasioned by the king’s reluctance to 
part with the chancellor, and Tliurlow's 
claim of a jiension and the tellership of the 
exchequer. On the 2nd inst., the duke of 
Portland was announced as first lord of the 
treasury ; lord North and Mr. Fox, Joint 
secretaries of state ; lord John Cavendisli, 
chancellor of the exchequer ; viscuuiit Kep- 
]H*1, first lord of the admiralty ; viscount 
Stormont, president of the council ; and the 
earl of Carlisle, lord privy-seal. These seven 
constituted the new cabinet, the whigs hav- 
ing a majority of one over the tluee torics. 
North, Carlisle, and Stormont The great 
seal was put in commission, Loughborough 
being appointed first commissioner. 

A/ay 1. The jiopulatiou of the American 
colonies, at the time of their declarati»m of 
independence, was estimatetl at 2,614,300. 

7. Mr. Put renewed his motion lor a re- 
form ill the represfut.it ion, by piopo>ing to 
add 100 meiiibei*s to the counties, aud 
aliolish a proportionate number of the bur- 
gage-tenure, and other smaller boroughs. 
Being a specific plan, it was negatived by 
n larger number than on the preceding uc* 
ca'-ioii. the numbers on the division being 
293 to 149. 

June 1. Mr. Spalding and his assistant, 
descending in the diving-bell to examine 
the wreck of the Imperial hast Jndiamaii, 
were drowned by the accident of the sig- 
nal-ropes getting entangled. 
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6. A verdict given in favour of eome French 
seamen, prisoners of war, for wages, for work- 
ing a ship home from the West Indies. 

25. A grant of 60,000/. for a separate 
establishment for the prince of Wales. 

Juijf 6. Parliament prorogued. 

18. Dbath of Dunnino. — In his 
5'2iid year, died the celebrated John Dun- 
ning, recently created lord Ashburton, and 
famous for his resolution of 1780, on the 
increasing influence of the crown. Accord- 
ing To the Law Magazine (vol. vii. 318), he 
was the sun of a poor attorney at Afhbur- 
toii, who after a brief but brilliant career as 
lawyer and member of parliament, left be- 
hind him a peerage, a vast landed property^ 
aiul 180,000/. in money, the reward of his 
iinliistry, perseverance, and ability. He be- 
long, d to the Shelburne section of whigs, 
and sat, with colonel Barr£, for his lord- 
ship's borough of Caine. Lord Rocking- 
hain*s second ministry was not so pure us 
his fir>t, and during its short existence 
there wus a sharp scramble betv/een his ad* 
hereuts and those of the rival section of 
lord Shelburne for titles, sinecures, and 
jiensions. Dunning snatched for himself 
a coronet, the chancellorship of the duchy 
of Lancaster, and a pension of 4000/. a 
year. He was thought to have been greedy 
and inconsistent; (or he had strenuously 
siipjiorted Mr. Burke’s economical bill, 
which abolished the sinecure of the duchy, 
and his life having been chiefly spent in 
his profession, he had rendered no public 
services to entitle him to a pension. His 
patent of peerage is dated April 8th, 1782; 
so that he did not long survive his eleva- 
tion, and the became extinct, in Au fami- 
ly, his successor having died without heirs. 

27. Montgoliier ascends with an air-bal- 
loon at Paris. The first experiments in 
aerostation were made by inflating the bal- 
loon with heated air in lieu oi h)drogen gas. 

StpL 4. Colonel Thomas, of the guards, 
killed in a duel with colonel Gardiner. 

.5. An Older of council i>sued, limiting 
the commerce between the United States 
and the British West India islands to ships 
British built. It gave umbrage to the 
Americans, though they could hardly com- 
plain in not enjoy mg the advantages of iii- 
de{}eudence and dependence at the same 
time. 

Died at St. Petersburgh. aged 76, 
Kui.kk, the distinguished mathematician. : 
Some time before. Ire had lost his sight, 
but that did not prevent him completing, 
by the help of an am- nuensis, his celebrated 
“ Klemeiits of Algebia** and the “Theory 
of the Moon,” 

AW. Resionatioh of Wa hinoton, — 
This illustrious chief having by his wisdom, 
firmness, and bravery achieved the inde- 
\ t ndence his cuimtty, resignetl the com- 


mand of the Ament^n army* Some difli 
culty at first aiose in the disbandment of 
the military, who claimed rewards for their 
services ; but it was surmounted by the 
prudence of Washington, who prevailed 
upon them to trust to the generosity of 
congress. Unlike Oliver Cromwell, he did 
not artfully foster their discontents for his 
own ambitious purposes. On his way to 
Mount Vernon, he delivered in an account 
of all the public money he had received 
while ill arms, amounting in eight years to 
less than 16,000/., nothing being charged 
for personal services, or claimed for rela- 
tives and friends. 

10. Pursuant to arrangement in the pre- 
ceding September, a convention of dele- 
gates from all the volunteer corps of Ireland 
was held at Dublin, when a plan of parlia- 
mentary reform was produced and consider- 
ed. It was attended by the earl of Charle- 
mont, the communder-in-chief of the vo- 
lunteer army ; by the right hon. Thomas 
Conolly, the first commoner, in point of 
wealth, in the kingdom ; and by the brother 
of the bishop of Derry. Next day, Mr. 
Flood b: ought the topic before the com 
muns, by moving for leave to bring in a 
bill “ for the more equal representation uf 
the peo])le in parliament.” Being looked 
upon as a motion tendered at the point of 
the bayonet, it was rejected with indigna- 
tion, by 157 votes to 77. 

1 1 . Parliamentary session commenced, 
when the [irince of Wales was introduced 
with much ceremony, and took his place us 
one of the sujiporters of the ministry. 

18. East India Bii.i.s. — Mr. Fox intro- 
duced his two bills for the better govern- 
ment of India, by which the entire adminis- 
tration of the civil and coininerciul affairs 
of the company were to be vested in a hoard 
of 7 commissioners, nominated hy the fill, 
and irremovable by the ci own except hy an 
addiess of either house of parliament. Tlicre 
was also to be a subordinate board of 9 di- 
rectors, to be named in the first instance 
by parliament, and afterwards cIiokcii by 
ttie proprietors. This bold and comprehen- 
sive scheme is ascribed to Mr. Burke, but 
it soon rui>ed a storm, botli within and 
without the walls of parliament, that over- 
powered the administration. 

20. Mr. John Scott and Mr. Thomas 
Erskine (both hereafter lord-chancellors) 
entered ihe lists, on opposite sides, in the 
debate on the India bill. 

Dec, 4. Christopher Atkinson having 
been tried and found guilty of perjury, was 
expelled the house of commons. 

9, Notwithstanding the alarm created 
by Mr. Pitt oo the threatened vbdatiou of 
“cUAUTBRKD KiuiiTS** by the India hill, it 
passed the commons hy a large majority 
and was this day carried up to the lords by 
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Mr, Fox. It was read a first time as a 
matter of course, but a determined opposi* 
tion soon manifested itself ; Temple, 'i'hur- | 
low, Richmond, and Camden were its chief 
opponents. Temple characterized the bill 
us infamous, Thurlow said, if the bill pass- 
ed, the crown would be no longer worthy 
of a mail of honour to wear; “the king 
would in fact take the diadem from his own 
head, and place it on that of Mr. Fox.** 
Meanwhile, rumours got abroad that the 
king was hostile. On the 1 1th instant, 
between the first and second reading, Tern* 
pie had un interview with the king, and 
convinced him that he was deceived if not 
duped, A card was immediately written, 
stating “That his majesty allowed earl 
Temple to say, that whoever voted for the 
India bill was not only not his friend, but 
would be considered his enemy. And if 
these words were not strong enough, earl 
Temple might vise whatever words he might 
deem stronger or more to the purpose.” 

17. India bill rejected in the lords by 
9.5 to 76. Several proxies, intrusted to mj- 
nisters, had been withdrawn, in consequence 
of the royal intt*rlerence. 

18. At midnight Mr. Fox and lord North 
received a message from the king, com- 
manding them to deliver up the seals of 
their otKces, and send them by the under- 
Sfcretaries, as a “ personal interview with 
liirn would he disagreeable.’* Next day the 
otner ministers receivcil their dismissal, 
sigiuul ** TtMn\de.** 

'll. The Commons addicssed the king 
not to di>solve parliament ; to which he 
replied that he should not exercise his pre- 
rogative eit In- r by prorvig.ition or dissolution. 

Fitt’.s Ministry. — The new adminis- 
tration was speedily formed ; Mr. Pitt at 
its head, as first lord of the treasury luul 
cliiiiKelhir of the exchequer. Lords Syd- 
ney and ('arm irthen were made secretaries 
of state ; duke of Rutland, lord privy-seal ; 
eurl (lower (afterwards marquis of Staf- 
fo d), president of the council ; earl Howe 
tirst lv)rd of the admiralty ; the duke of 
Richmond, master of the ordnance, with- 
out a seat in the cabinet. Thurlow was re- 
instated in the chancellorship. Among 
subordinates were Mr, Dundas, treasurer 
of the navy ; Mr. (afterwards sir) George 
Ruse and Mr. llioiniiH Steele, secretaries 
of the tiensury ; Mr. Kenyon, attorney-ge- 
neral ; Mr. Arden, solicitor-general. A 
week after, Rutland was transferreil to the 
government of Ireland ; on which Gower 
took the privy-seal, and was succeeded as 
lord- president of the council by lordCamden. 

Annual Obituary. — Dr. N ares, organist 
and musical composer. Christopher Pinch- 
beck. an ingenious mechanic. Dr. Frede- 
nck Cornwallis, archbishop of Cantetbury ; 
Dr. Moore was promoted to the primacy. 

Cervetto, aged 102, violin-player at 


Drury-lane theatre, and long famillRr to 
the galleries by the enormous size of the 
nasal feature. 

It appeared, from the first volume of the 
Society of Arts, published this year, that 
they had, since their first establishment, 
paid in premiums, and in medals, and pal- 
lets of gold and silver, to the amount of 
28,212/. 

1784. Jan, 12. The re-assembling of 
arliament exhibited the singular spectacle 
f the ministry and a.majority of the com- 
:noti8 at open variance, yet the former 
maintaining its ground. To carry on the 
public business was impossible, and a new 
ministry or a new parliament seemed un- 
avoidable. Ultimately, the latter expe- 
dient was adi»pt»^d, the opposition having 
first vainly exhausted all the resources 
of parliamentary tactics to dislodge the 
young premier, who. steadily supported by 
the court, maintained his position with ex- 
traordinarv firmness and ability. The ma- 
jority against him had been continually de- 
creasing since the Christmas recess, under 
the joint influence of the crown and popu- 
lar upinton. Addresses of thanks to the 
king, for the dismissal of his late official 
advisers, were presented from most muni- 
cipal and corporate bodies, who conceivtd 
their immuniliijs endangered by the whig 
scheme of Indian government. Notwith- 
itandiug these evidences of unpopularity, 
Mr. Fox succeeded in carrying resolutions 
lor postponing the passing of file Mutiny 
Act. and the appropriation of the supplies ; 
and the contest did not terminate till the 
month of March. 

14. Mr. Fitt introduced his India Hill, 
by which the commercial affairs of the Com- 
pany were left in their own management, 
while a board of control was to be norni- 
uateii by the king, possessing a veto over 
their political measures. It was re id a first 
time, ami only rejected on the committal, 
by a majority of eight. 

’ 21. Died at Florence, aged 60, Charles 
Kdward Stuart, grandson of James II., 
and prince-pretciuler to the Briiish tnrone 
in 1745. He left no issue. 

FefK 2. A meeting at St. Alban's ta- 
vern. of about 70 indei'cndent members of 
pariiament, for the piiqiose of reconciling 
political parties. It ended in nothing, the 
duke of Pwitlaud demanding, as a prelimi- 
nary, that JMr. Filt should resign, which 
he refused to th>. 

4. The earl of Kffingham, in the lords, 
moved two resolutions, directed against the 
extraordinary proceedings in the commons ; 
the first, declaring that an attempt in any one 
branch of the legislature to suspend the 
course of the law wus unconstitutional ; the 
second, asserting the undoubted prerogative 
of the crown to appoint to the great offices 
of the executive government. They were 
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earned by 100 to 53 ; and firit 

notice the lords had taken of thei^truggle 
in the lower house. 

10* Thanks of the common-council of 
l^ndon voted to Mr. Pitt for his able, ujh 
right, and disinterested conduct. They 
also voted him the freedom of the city in a 
gold box of 100 giitneas value. 

20 . An address to the crown pa^ed the 
house bf commons by 1 77 to 156, pointing to 
a removal of ministers. It was not carried 
op to St. James’s till the 25th inst., when 
the king replied that no charge had been 
brought against them, and that many of his 
subjects had expressed their satisfaction at 
the change made in his councils. 

A cause for breach of contract came on 
before lord Mansfield, which had been 
pending eleven years, between Macklin the 
actor, and Cseurge Coiman as manager of 
Co vent-garden theatre. Lord Mansfield 
advised a reference, and kindly undertook 
to be the referee. The demand being 1000/., 
and the dispute arising from Mr. Mackliti's 
having been driven from the stage by 
the audience, which, the judge said, was 
equally unfortunate for actor and manager, 
he awarded 500/. 

22. From 10th Dec. last, there have 
been €3 days’ frost ; of these it snowed 19 
days. 

28. Mr. Pitt dines at Grocers'-hall. A 
general illumination closed the evening. 

Afar. 8. Grand held-day in the com- 
fhons ; the subject of debate, a kepresknta- 
TJON to the throne, addresses hiiving failed, 
setting forth the pernicious consequence of 
the retention of men iu uOice not having 
the confidence of parliament. Mr. Burke 
spoke for two hours, being his first sjieech 
pending the struggle of parties. But no 
tolerable report of the <lebate has been 
preserved) sir James Lowther having 
moved the exclusion of stiaiigeis to make 
room for a friend in the gallery. On a di- 
vision, the minister was beaten only by a 
majority of onk ; the numbers being, for 
Mr. Fox’s motion, 191 against 190. This 
ended. the parliamentary struggle; Mr. 
Pitt had triumphed over his opponents on 
their own ground, and immediately after 
took the sense of the nation. 

9. Mutiny bill passed. 

24. Parliament prorogued, and next 
day dissolved. 

General Election. — .\t the elections 
ministere carried every tiling before them. 
Even the dissenters, long one of the main 
supports, of the whigs, gave ail their inte- 
rest to the court. The consequence was 
a complete rout, in both counties and towns, 
of the whig and tory adherents of the coa- 
lition. Upwards of 160, known by the 
name of " Fox* Mafttffj* were thrown 
out ; among them Mr. Coke of Norfolk, 
Mr ^^jambo (heir of sir George Suvile) 


for Yorkshire, Mr. ErskimvMr. Halsey, 
Mr. Townshend, and even Mr. Fox only 
secured his return for Westminster by a 
narrow majority. Both royalists and libe- 
rals were disgusted by the recent abandon- 
ment of principle, and candidates who reck- 
oned on their return as a matter of course 
were unexpectedly rejected by the junction 
of local parties which never joined before. 
Moreover, the East India Company and 
other corporate bodies exerted their influ- 
euce in favour of the new premier as the 
great champion of chaktrkru rights.^ 

j^pr, 6. The poll for the city of Londtm 
closed, when the mimbers were, for Watson, 
4789; Lewes, 4554; Newnham, 4471 ; 
Sawbriiige, 2832. 

10. Mr. Burke elected lord rector of the 
university of Glasgow. He was attended 
by many persons of rank, and, after taking 
the oaths, addressed the audience in an 
elegant and appropriate speech. 

23. At the close of the (n)!! for Middle- 
sex, the numbers were, for Mainwaring, 
2117; Wilkes, 1858; Byng, 1787. Mr. 
Wilkes was the ministenal candidate ; in 
his address to the electors (^Annual Feg-isttr, 
xxvii., 275) he ofiers himself on the basis 
of parliamentary reform, and supplicates*' 
the honour of their suffrages that I may 
be enabled to strengthen the hands of our 
present virtuous young minister in his pa- 
triotic plans." 

May 16. After polling 40 days, one of 
the hardest contests for Westminster ever 
known, closed ; the numbers were, for lord 
Hood, 6694; IIou. C. Fox, 6233; Sir 
Wray, 5998. A scrutiny was demanded l)y 
Sir C. Wray, and granted. 

18. On the meeting of the nkw pah- 
liauent this day, Mr. i^’ornwall, the for- 
mer speaker, was re-chosen. The acces- 
sion of strength received by the minister 
soon became manifest; the opposition only 
proposerl an amendment to the address, to 
leave out a paragraph expressing approba- 
tion of the late dissolution, when they were 
outvoted by a majority of 282 to 114. 

26. Grand festival in commemoration of 
Handel, in Westminster .Abbey; the king 
and royal family and 4000 persons of rank 
and fashion attended. Next day the festival 
was renewed at the Pantheon ; the perfoi lu- 
ances were of a more lively nature, aiul 
went off with great eclat, 

June 7, Disappointed by the peremptory 
rejection of Mr. Flood’s motion, and encou- 
raged by the accession of a reform miinstw 
to the helm of affairs, the citiiens of l)ubbn 
held ail aggregate meeting, wherein it 
resolved to address the throne, and assenible 
a national congress in Dublin, composeil 
five representatives from every county, city 
and considerable iJtown. The very name a 
congress was alarming to government, an 
Mr, Fitsgibbon>,ttlc at|pi ney-general, aaop 



ed vigorous measures to avert the gathering 
storm. PoUticaU discontents were further 
aggravated in Ireland by the prevalence of 
cummcrcial and manufacturing distress. 

10. Serious riots in Edinburgh on ac- 
count of the high price of provi.sions ; they 
attacked the distilli ries, on the ground of ! 
the corn u.sed by them. These disorders 
continued three days ; the military were 
called, in and several persons lost their lives. 

*2 1 . Commutation Act. — Mr. Pitt intro- 
duced resolutions for lowering the duty on 
tCii from fifty to twelve and a half per cent., 
and to make uj* the loss the revenue would 
stisrain by an adequate *Yncrease of the tax 
upon windows. lli.s great ol»ject was to 
lessen the temptation to Binuggling, It 
appear* d, he said, that only 5, .500, 000 
pounds of tea were sold hy the Hast Imlia 
company, whereas the annual consumption 
of ilie king*loin was at least twelve millions, 
so lhat the i. licit trade in this article was 
at least double the legal. The resolutions 
passed. 

30. Mr. Pitt presented his budget to 
the hovise, which was fouml to comprise a 
loan of six millikms wuh some new taxes 
which were allowed to he judiciously se- 
lected. The loan too had been coiitracted 
on favourable terms, and aerjuired much 
financial reputat'ori for the minister. 

On the motion of Mr. Duudas a bill was 
inirodnced an*l became law, for restoring 
the iisr.vTKs FOUFKiTKO by the rebeliiun in 
17d.5 ; omitting, however, Iroin it.s provisions 
tho.se forfeited under si uil.ir circuinstauces 
in the rebellion of 1715. 

Jft/i/ y. Mr. Piit brought forwanl his 
Indi a um l upon the same principle as that 
which he unsuccessfully introduced into 
the last parliament: iiatnely, for the insti- 
tution of a board authorised to check and 
superintend the civil an«l military goverri- 
nu’ut and revenue of India; and thence 
tleuominated the Hoard of Control. It was 
to be com]iosed of six commissioners of the 
rank of i rivy couiicKlors, notninaU'd by the 
king and removable at his pUaMire. The 
goveriur-geiicral, presidents, ami the mem- 
bers of council to be named hy the cotut 
of directors, subject to the apjwoval of the 
king The cuinmander'in-chief to be chosen 
by the king only. A S|)ecial tribunal esta- 
bli.sheil for punishing delinquencies incurred 
in ludi I ; tile fortunes acquired to be ascer- 
taine*! on the return of each servant of the 
company from India. (This clause was re- 
pealed two years after hy *ifi Geo. III.) 
Mr. Pitt's bill encounieied much opposition, 
but was passed bv large majorities. 

14. Mr. Edmund Burke brought an 
nction ag.iiust the printer of the l*ubUc 
^dvoriiaet' for a libel : he laid his damages 
at oUOO/., and obtain. iLlOU/. 

A woullcn draper at Dublin having vio- 


lated the" iron-importation agreement, by 
the ignjilortation of English goods, was seized 
by the mob, stripped and taired. He was 
with great difficulty rescued by the sheriff. 

17. Mr. Pitt having dined with Mr. 
Jeiikinson, and returning home, the po.st- 
boy missed his way, and Mr. Pitt alighting 
at a farm-house to inljuire, the man yf the 
hotisa^came out with a biaded gnn and 
fired: the ball went through the louse part 
of the premier’s coat, but without doing 
further injury. 

18. Parliament prorogued by the king. 

Count de Grasse, who was taken ])risoin'r 

hy admiral Rodney, was tried on his return 
to France, and exiled to a provincial town. 

Sept. 15. Mr. Lnnardi made an accent 
in a balloon, from M'»ovfields, and afier 
traversing the air for upwfuds of three 
hours, safely alighted 2.5 milts distant 
from the place of a-rent. 

The populace took the horses fMin the 
coach of the hon. C. J. Fox in Old-street, 
and substituted themselves in their places. 

A5>r. 27. Christopher Atkinson, late M.P., 
who had been convicted of peijuiy, was 
sentenced by the court ot King's bench to 
pay a line of 2000/. and to stand in ihe pil- 
lory. Accused found innocent afterwards. 

30. Mr. Blanchard and Dr. Jefferies as- 
cended in a ballo in. 

J)rc» 1. Charles Pralt, earl Camden, 
appointed 1 rd-president of iheprivy-cuncil 

13. Db\th of S.vmukl Johnson. LL.I). 
— Thi.s celebrated philologer-and moralist 
expited at his house in Bolt-c*iuit. in the 
7()th year of hi.s age, after a life of sharp- 
ish trial, in which he experienced ihe 

“ Oppressor's wrong, the proud man's 
contumely.*’ 

It was the fate of this distinguished wr ter 
to Ih* too much neglecte*! in the beginning 
of his career, and too much worshipped 
toward.^ the close: between the two he 
never seems to have fallen into his right 
place, neither acqu ring the exact wisdom 
of a philosopher, nor the independence to 
which a man of letters ought always fv» 
aspire. Fortunate, however, in an unri- 
valled gossip for a biographer, his literary 
history and ceUlinty fill a wide space — 
wider perhaps than the next gen- ration 
will award him. He certainly j»ro(hk«d 
one work of singular industry; siveial of 
force and ability : he lived much in the 
world, and was an attentive and shrewd ob- 
server of human life; but none of l.is pro- 
ductions, except bis beautiful story ot Kas- 
selas, are of striking originality. lie was 
more eminent for words than tlmugdits ; 
for the leaves andfltiwers tluin tlie iruits ot* 
science. Kccen'-r’city of opinion, manner, 
or appearance, often excites more inteix'St, 
if not more respact or admir.ition, than 
MOr>h or genius: this may have been partly 

2 M 
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the case vrith the lexicographer, who was 
unquestionably an ejtiravaganzq in person, 
politics, religion and personal predilections ; 
and lor these his memory will he cherished 
by congenial minds. His fame rests a 
good deal on his clas^sical erudition and 
conveoatioiial pouers: the former did not 
elevate him al ove an ignoble fear of death 
and th^ su])erstitions of the nursery ; the 
latter owed much to his bushy wig, brown 
suit, grotesque action, oracular solemnity 
and magisterial air. Even Boswell admits 
there was some truth in lord Pembroke’s 
remark to hioj on the apophthegms of his 
idol, when he said that *• Dr. Johnson’s 
tuyiiigs would Ui.t appear so extraordinary, 
were it not lor his bow-wow-way P It shows 
a want of enduring excellence that his 
manner has nut increased in popularity, 
any more ihan Ins style of “ big word*, on 
litt e thiiiga’’ — sentences padded out with 
useless epitliets — and antithesis in tlie ex- 
pnssioii where there is none in t'>e ideas, 
liis Latini?y was so peiiantic that he re- 
fused, though it would have been inme 
geimjin to his subject, to indite p«»or Gold- 
siuiih s epitaph in Kugiisli. Ha<l he writ- 
ten oil fishes, the E<hnbutgh Review says, 
(No. 107) he would have imule them “ all 
whaios,’’ Alter all, his style was part of 
his nature ; it was dke his lorm — colossal. 
His goodness of heart and benevolence are 
redeeming and indisputable virtues. 

‘JO. 'Ihe remains of tlie late Dr. John- 
son interreil in Westminster Abliey in the 
Poets’ Coiner, close to those of his liiemi 
David Garrick, In the ])rocession, consist- 
ing of a hearse and six, with ten inourimig 
coaches and four, were sir .Toshuu Reynolds, 
Mr. Kdmund Burke, General Paoli, Messrs. 
Mabiiie, Nicliols, Hoole. Strahan, and the 
deceased’s favourite black servant. 

icEi.AM) — 'Ihis remarkable island was 
this year the scene of a volcanic eru]»tion 
more drea<li'ul in its consequences than had 
ever been remembered. It began in June 
and c«>ntinued its devastations totbe eii.HU- 
iiig mouth of May. 

Annl'ai. Omituaky. — Jeremiah Mille.s, 
D.D., president of the Antiquarian Society. 
Tliomas More.), editor of Ainswoitirs Latin 
Dictionary. Sir Thomas Sewell, m.ister 
of the loll.H, Allan Ramsay, portrait painter 
to the king, and son of the poet of that 
name. George Alexander Stevens, author 
of the “ Lecture on Heads.” Sir George 
Savile, in his 58th year, the late patriotic 
representative of the county of York. In 
his 89th year. Sir 'I'homtis Parker, formerly 
lord cbief-baron o* the court of exchequer. 

PUBLIC STATUTES, XV. TO XXV. OKOHOR 111. 

15 Geo. 3; c. ^8. For giving personal 
freedom to the colliers, coal-bearers and 


salters in Scotland : the preamble states 
that they were ** in a alate of slavery nt 
bondage, bound to the collieries and salt- 
works, where they work for lile, transfer- 
able with the collieries and saltwm ks when 
their original musters have no further use 
for them.” These bondsmen were far frmn 
grateful for the boon of emancipation, con- 
ceiving it to be the result of a desire on the 
part of the proprietors to get rid of what 
they called head and tangald money, pay- 
able to them when a female of their num- 
ber made an addition to the live-stock of 
their master. 

Gap. .32. Repeals statute (31 Kliz. c. 
7.) against erecting cottages without lay- 
ing four acres of ground to them. 

Cap. 53. (’opyrights of the univt rsitieiij 
regulates the delivery of books to univer- 
sity librarit s. 

16 Geo. 3. c. r>2. Extemding to Scotland 
the 11 and 12 W. 3, c. 6, by which aliens, 
provided they are natural-born subjects, 
may inheiit from their ain estors. 

17(ieo. 3, c. 29. Penalties on niami- 
facturing sloe and other leave.s in the imi- 
tation often, to the detriment of the excise. 

( ap. 57. Securing copyright of en- 
gravings. 

is Gvo. 3, c. 47. Binding male parish 
apprentices to the age of ‘21 years. 

Cap. 00. Relief of papists from penal- 
ties {ante, p. 510). 

1 9 Gev). 3, c. 44. Relieves protestant dis- 
senting ministers and schoolmasters from 
penalties of 1 W, and M. st. 1, c. IS. 

Cap. 65. A ugineniing salaries of puisne 
judges and batons. 

Cap. 74. Clauses relative to transporta- 
tion expired ; enables justices to commute 
pun slung of burning in the brawn of the 
left thumb by pecuniary tine or whipjdiig : 
provides 6»r erection of a ])enitentiarv liouve. 

20 Geo. 3, c. 17. Removes difticulties 
relative to votes at county elections. 

('ap. 36. Determines settlement of bas- 
tard.^ born in houses of indubtiy. 

‘21 Geo. 3, c. 37. For preventing the 
exjxut of uten''ils in woollen, cotton, lim n 
or silk niamifavture. 

C!ap. 49. For the better observance of 
the Lord’s day. 

22 Geo. 3, c. 41. Disabling certain re- 
venue officers from voting at parliameiilai y 
elections. 

Cap. 4:i. Disabling contractors tor iho 
public service from being elected nienibeis 
of parliament. 

Cap. 60. punishing the seduction of 
art ficers to emigrate. 

Cap. 63. Repeals so much of the act 
(19 Geo. 2, c. 39^ as restrains the ii»c of 
the HigVdaiid dress. 

Cap. 64. Amending lav.s relating w 

houses of correctiuQ. 
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24 600 . 3, c. 26. Authorising speaker 
to issue his warrant far electiun^in place of 
members who die pending the recess of 
parliament. 

Cap. 55. Inspecting, building, &c. of 
houses of correction. 

UBVENUE, DEBT, AND NAVY. 

Public taxes were considerably increased 
duiing the pressure of the colonial war; 
these, however, were instifhcient to meet 
the enormous increase in the national ex- 
penditiiri* witlioiit the aid of loans, which 
were yearly borroWi'd after the first year of 
the contest. The following statt ment ex- 
hibits the sums Raised by tuxes and loans 
in each year. 


Yfarg. 

Revenue, 


Loan 


1775 

£10, 

,138 

061 




1776 

10 

,265, 

105 

£2 

,000, 

000 

1777 

10 

,601 

013 

5 

,500, 

,000 

1 778 

10, 

,7 12 

405 

6 

,000, 

,000 

1779 

ir 

, 192 ; 

141 

y 

,000, 

,(M)0 

1780 

12 

,25, 

214 

12 

,000, 

,000 

17S1 

12 , 

,454. 

930 

12 

,000. 

.000 

1782 


,593 

297 

13 

,500, 

,000 

1783 

11 

,962 

718 

12 

.000 

000 

1 

12 , 

,905 

519 

12 

,879. 

,311 

1785 

14 

,871 

520 

10 

,990, 

,651 


The American w.ir terminite<l in 1781; 
hut .18 the lo.ins of the two following years 
'.ve e raised to wind up the expenses of 
that struggle, it is proper they should be 
ii.cliried. The total expense of the Ameri- 
can w.ir will stand thus : — 

Taxes . , . .€112,975,229 

Loais , . . 93,869,992 

Advances hy the Bank of 

^:^^^lnd' . . 110,000 

Advances by the Ea t In- 
dia Company . . 3,200,000 

Increase in the unfunded 
debt . . . 5,170,273 

€212,265.494 

Uedu-t px' ense of a pe »ce 
cstHhlisbment for eleven 
years, as it 8toi*d in 1 792 £113,142, 403 

Nt't cost of the American war £1 29,123,091 

'rite interest of the public debt increase 1 
from 4.476.821/. in 1776, to 10.774 398/ in 
1'8G • the last being the year in which Mr. 
Tilt established the sinkinix-fund. This 
happy delusion was a complete opiate, the 
inuion having become stvioiisly al.trnied at 
the amount of its incumbrances, chiefly 
jro:n the desponding represi-ntatiuus of 
Mr. flume ami Dr. Price, who had some 
years previously predicted that public bank- 
rnpicy was unavoidable. In 1783 John 
earl of Stair conchided a pamphlet with the 
following lugubrious announcement : — *• If 


531 

the premiseH are just, or nearly just, and 
nothing effectual is done to prevent their 
consequences, the inevitable conclusion is, 
that the nation is a bankuupt, and those 
who have entrusted their all to the public 
faith are in imminent danger of becoming 
(I die pronouncing U I) dkgoars.*’ A pro- 
phecy happily not yet fulfilled. 

The circulation of newspapers increased 
during the American war, as appears from 
the nrrnber printed in Britain ami Iieland: 


1775 . 


12.600,1 00 

1776 


12,830,000 

1777 . 


13,150.000 

1778 


13,240,000 

17^9 . 


14,106.000 

1780 . 


14,217,000 

1781 


14,397,000 

1782 . 


15,272,000 

The following 

is tlie state of the naviks 

if Britain, France, Spaii 
the close of 1782 : — 
Brit. 

1 , and Holland, at 

f'Vri. Son. Hot. 

Unc-of-batile 

105 

89 53 32 

Fi flies 

13 

7 3 0 

Frigtites 

122 

103 48 28 

.SI. Mips 

217 

86 31 13 

Cuters 

43 

22 0 0 

Al im d ships 

24 

0 0 0 

Bombs 

7 

5 14 0 

Fire-ships 

9 

7 11 6 

Yachts 

5 

0 0 U 


French, Spanish, and Dutch ships 

t.ikcu (luring the late war . 2.H4 

Destroyed . • . 7U4 

3213 

English ships taken . 740 

Destroyed . . cG6 

(Jnnua/ Register^ xxvi., 300.) 1 lU6 

COMMERCE, MANL’F.ACTORE, CONSUMPTION. 

The Ametican Avar caused a sensible de- 
cline in the export-trade of the C(^;u:itrv; 
but immediately' peace Avas completely re- 
stored with the sejiarated colonies a^d the 
continental states that had taken p irt in 
the contest, commerce revived Avi h aug- 
mented force. These f.icts AVill bt; esta- 
blished by the subjoined statement of the 
tonnage of the f*l lips emploved in th- ex- 
port trade, lu.d the value of the cargoes 
ex]|iOTted. It may be compared Avith tin 
preceding statement of ixuorls dnriiij.’ 


peace, p. - 

193. 


Yrn r». 

Vnmaqe. 

/ \iiue of Ciii'ifoes, 

1775 

S 18,026 

£!(».. 126, ■■’61 

1776 

S51 ,066 

11,755.609 

1777 

819,702 

13,491.006 

1778 

755 351 

12. 25.1,. ‘'OO 

1779 

730, (»35 

13’5l(».7(‘3 

17^0 

7.5.3,977 

12.6.24,372 

1781 

711.363 

11 .312,296 

1782 

761,362 

13,009.459 

2 U 2 
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years. Tonnage, Value of Cargoes, 

1783 953,638 14,681,495 

1784 959,419 15,101,275 

Had ’•England, like Spain, received any 

public revenue Irom her trans* Atlantic ter- 
ritories, she had douMless lost this income 
by the independence of her colonies. But 
tlie ct)ntrury was the fact, as before shown 
(j). 498). The American states were the 
source of enormous expense to the mother- 
country, and all she lost by their severance 
was a sovereignty without jurisdiction. 
Even commerce benefited by the disruj)- 
tiou, our exports to America being greater 
aitrr the esiablishment of her indepen- 
d< nee than before. In the three years 
from 1771— 3 the exports to the American 
colonies averaged 3,064,843/. This was 
gie.dt r than the average of preceding years. 
{Chalmers Estimate^ edit. 1804, p. 167.) In 
17^4 they rose to 3,397,500/. 

In 17b2 the Manlfactubks of Britain 
were calculated to jroduce as follows:— 


Woi'llens 



£16,800,000 

Leather , 



10,500,000 

Flax 



1,750,0(10 

Hemp , 



390.000 

Gla.ss • 



6.30,000 

Paper . 



780,000 

Porcelain 



1,000,000 

3,350,000 

vSilk 



Cotton . 



960,000 

Iwoad 



1,650.000 

Tin • 



1,000,000 

Iron 



8,700,000 

Steel plating, &c. 

Total 

3,400,000 

50,210,000 


Of MALT there was consumed in, — 
1773-4-5 72,583.010 bush, 

1780-1-2 87,343,083 

Of LOW WINES from corn, — 
1773-4-5 9,974,237 gals, 

1780-1-2 11,757,499 r/«. 

Of SOAP, 

1773-4-5 93,190,140 lbs, 

1780-1-2 98,076,806 do. 

PRICES, CRIMES, MORTALITY, 

Price.? of Stocks in January ; the num- 
ber of Bankrupts in each yt-ar ; and the 
average jirice j er quarter of Wheat (Win- 
chester mea.siire) at Windsor Marke*. 


Vr, 

3 pf'r Cl. 

Rk. 

India, 

llks. 

Wt, 

1775 

87i 

14.5 

155 

396 

51 

1776 

88 

\A1 

164 

551 

42 

1777 

80 

136 

1(,9 

525 

48 

1778 

70X 

11'^ 

157 

683 

44 

1779 

CO 

IC: 

J3C 

54 4 

3; 

1760 

60 

IJl 

I 11 

449 

43 

1781 

53 

106 

147 

4.38 

.5- 

1762 

56 

111 

137 

537 

53 

J783 

65 

123 

135 

530 

54 

1784 

55 

112 

119 

522 

53 


Convictions at the Old Bailey, distin- 
guishing capital and lesser offences ; with 
the Christenings and Burials in each 
year, within the London Bills of Mortality* 


IV. 

Cap, 

Less, 

Christenings, 

Burials, 

1775 

81 

233 

17,629 

20,514 

1776 

86 

130 

17,280 

]9,(M8 

1777 

41 

181 

18.300 

23,334 

1778 

40 

— 

17, .300 

20,399 

1779 

35 



16,769 

20,420 

1780 

66 


16,634 

20,517 

1781 

59 


17,1)26 

20,709 

1782 

23 

..... 

17,101 

17,913 

1783 

176 

367 

17,091 

19,029 

1784 

— 

— 

17,179 

17,S2S 


It is necessary to bear in mind the exact 
period when peace whh concluded to judge 
of the causes of the fluctuations in prices^ 
crimes, and mortality. Geiieial peace with 
all the belligerents was not concluded nil 
the summer of 1784. The preliminary 
articles were settled with the separated co- 
lonies in November, 1782. The pr* lunina- 
rits with France and Spain were adjusted 
in Janu.iry, 1783. The deiiniiive tie.dies 
with both, and the United Status of Ame- 
rica. Were signed September 3nl, 176 . 3 . 
Though an armistice was agreed to with 
Holland, in Febrtiarv, 1783, preliminaries 
were not settled till Septeim’er, and the 
definitive treaty was not ^igned till May 
24th, 178 1. Peace withTipp- o Sail), which 
mfliienced the price of India stock, was 
not concluded till March, 1784. And in 
July of that year th.ere was a general 
thanksgiving fi>r all these blessings. 

The returns of criminal convictions at 
the Old Bailey have been collected from 
the Annual Register ; they are iucomp ete, 
and, except peihaps the capital punish- 
ment.'*, are not to he depended on fur accu- 
racy. The increase of convictions in 1780 
was owing to the riots of that year, aiwl 
the still turther increase in 1783 was ]uo- 
bubly owing to the fieace and coiiheqin nt 
reduction of the military and naval loices. 

POPULATION OP LONDON. 

At this period the population of the me- 
tropolis, including the cities of Loinlcn 
and Westminster, the borough of Soutli- 
wark, and the ont-purish( s within tin* fills 
of mortality, amounted prohal ly to afunt 
700,000. Ill the year 1700 it amuunteil to 
674,350 ; it h.ad not greatly inercast il h» 
the interval. In 1801, when a census tor 
the first time was accurate y takni, tlu* po- 
pulation of all the par.shcs within the i ills 
of moitabty amounted to 747. (M3; httie 
more than half the present nuiiiher. 

Fiom the npons of the Wes'ininster 
Gentral Dispensary {Phdos> phical 
m ltons, Ixxi.) it was found that m of 
3236 Diairit^ persons in Loiuluib 8J4, 
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one-fourth, were bom in London; 1870 in 
the counties of England and Wales ; 209 
in Sciul.iiid ; 2S0 in Ireland; 53 were 
iureigacrs. 

MEN OF LETTEHS. 

William Warhurton, celebrated prelate, 
1700 — '7/9. •‘Philosophical Inquiry into 
Miracles,” 1727 ; “Alliance between 
CMirch and State,*’ 1736 ; “The Divine 
L' gation of Moses,” 1735) ; “ Doctrine of 
Grice,” 17G0. 

James Granger; died suddenly, 1776; 
“ Jliographical History of England ” 17G0. 

David Hume, 1711 — 1776. “Treatise 
on Human Nature,” 1737 ; “ Essays, Mo- 
ral. Poliiical, and Literary,” 1742; “Poli- 
tical Discourses,” 175*2; “ Inquiry concern- 
ing tht' Principhsof MoraL,” 1752 ; “ His- 
tory of England,” first volume, 1751; 
“ Natural History of Ueligion.” An“Ks- 
say oil Suicide ” is also attributed to Mr. 
Hume. 

Sir William Blackstone, 17*23 — 1780. 
“Essay on Cunsanguinity ” 1749 ; “ Con- 
fiideianoiis on Copyholds,” 17,54 ; “ Coni- 
mentanes on the laws of England,” 1765. 


Henry Home, lord Kaimes, 1696 — 1782. 
“Principles of Morals,” 1752; “ Kle rents 
of Criticism,” 1762 ; “ Sketches of the His- 
tory of Man,” 1773 ; with many law tracts. 

John Blair; died 178*2. ‘* ChronuWy 
and History of the World.” 1753. 

Henry Brooke, 1706 — 1783. “ Fool of 
Quality,” 1766; “ Gustavus Vasa.” 

James Ferguson ; Lectures and Astrono- 
mical Table.s, 1710 — 1776. 

Samuel Johnson, LL. I)., 1709 — 1734. 
“ Ltmdon, a Poem,” 1737 ; “Life of Sa- 
vage,” 1744; “ Vanity of Human Wishes,” 
1749; “ I rime,” first represented 1749 ; 
” Rambler,” first paper. March 1 750 ; 
“EuglUh Dictionary,” 17.55; “ Kasselas,” 
17.)9; “Journey io the Hebrides,” 1773; 
“ Lives of tlje l^)ets,” 1781: al.so an edi- 
tion of Shakspeare, and several politic.il 
pamphlets. 

David Garrick, celebrated actor, 1716 — 
1779. Seveial farces, and, in conjunction 
xvith Colmaii, in 1766, “ The Clainlestiiie 
Marriage.” 

Samuel Foote, actor and popular mimic, 
1721 — 1777. “The Mayor of Garratt,’* 
1763. 


GEORGE III. A.D. 1785 to 1793. 

The leading topics of the lliird period of the present reign are the admi- 
nistration of the country during eight years of peace and the breaking out 
of the French Revolution. 

After the termination of the American war, the wisdom of the go'*ern- 
inent and the energies of the ^icople were directed to the repair of the evils 
occasioned by that unfortunate contest. An appeal to the country at a mo- 
ment of popular excitement produced by the North coalition and tlicir 
sclieme of Indian administration, Iniving given to Mr Pitt a decided parlia- 
mentary majority, he was enabled to introduce and carry, with no more 
opposition perhaps than was necessary to due investigation, a scries of 
national improvements. 

The first measure that signalised the ministry of the young premier was 
his India Bill, resembling in its main features that introduced by Mr. Fox, 
hut divested of those objectionable parts which had at once excited ihe 
jealous fears of the sovereign, and of corporations. Some judicious liscal and 
financial regulations followed for impr*»ving the management of the croun- 
lands, the suppression of smuggling, the commutation and consolidation of 
taxes, the improvement of the revenue, and the rcducliou of the piddic 
debt. The establishment, in ITSO, of the ingenious, but as to its ostensi- 
ble purpose, delusive sinking-fund, evinced a ])atriotic spirit in llie mi- 
nister, though it is now clearly understood that he was almost ludicrously 
led astray as to the miraculous powers of compound interest in the liqui- 
dation of a national debt ; an error he shared with some of the strongest 
minds of the country-; forming a striking instance of the manner in which 
the best intellects may be caught in the chasm that separates the abstract 
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from the practical. He went, however, beyond his contemporaries in the 
conclusion, in the same year, of a Commercial Treaty with France; it 
being arranged on those sound principles of free trade and reciprocity 
which were then only beginning to be known, and are not yet universally 
understood, or at least practised. Two years after, he had the good for- 
tune to take up popular and constitutional ground in resisting the doctrine 
of the Opposition, that the regency, during the king’s indisposition, de- 
volved in full sovereignty, and by right, on the prince of Wales. He, on 
the contrary, maintained, and certainly more in accordance with the revo- 
lution principles of 1688, that it lay in the two remaining branches of the 
legislature to fill up the office as they should think proper; admitting, at 
the same time, of the prior claim of the heir apparent. 

In bringing forward while minister the question of an amendment in the 
national representation, Mr. Pitt redeemed his engagements to the re- 
formers. He also evinced an attachment to constitutional principles by 
the introduction, in 1791, of a liberal and comprehensive measure for the 
government of Canada. It was not free from the objections, which did 
not escape the vigilance of Mr. Fox, of copying some o£ the defects along 
with the excellencies of the English constitution ; but it avoided the cardi- 
nal error that originated the colonial war, by leaving the Canadians to tax 
themselves. In the celebrated impeachment of Warren Hastings, Mr. 
Pitt seems to have been inlluenccd hy a desire that impartial justice should 
be awarded to the accused ; though that, after a painfully protracted suit, 
appears at last to have been only imperfectly attained, owing, in a great 
measure, to the mis-dirccted zeal and wasted abilities of the managers of 
this famous trial. Improvements in the police of the metropolis, etforts to 
lessen the horrors of the African slave-trade, and the passing of the Libel 
Bill of Mr. Fox, may also lie enumerated among the prominent features of 
Mr. Pitt’s donu^stic government. 

The FOREIGN POLICY of the minister seems to have been most obnoxious 
to censure. It was meddling and officious; the old error of constantly iu- 
terfering in the affiiirs of neighbouring nations, of volunteering the arbi- 
trament of their differences, which had entailed such irredeemable incum- 
brances on the community, was tenaciously and obtrusively persisted in. 
Intoxicated by the success of bis interference in the businc-s of the 8ti:dt- 
holdership of Holland, Mr. Pitt was constantly on the watch for objects of 
foreign intervenlioii. Proud of the vast resources he wielded, and \Nhich 
had S') greatly augmented during the peace, he was not only ready but im- 
patient for the combat. The affair with Spain relative to the fur-sett lenient at. 
Nootka Sound might have been arranged without the jiarade of a costly 
armament. Jealousy of Russian aggrandisement was the next j)rct.<‘.\r for 
vast warlike prejiarations ; and in grandilo^jucnt terms the insignificant town 
of Oczakov was magnified into the “ Key of Constantiuo])lc,” the ])iv()t 
on which turned the exact poise of the European balance of power. 11 a}/- 
pily, on this occasion, there was no disposition in the people for hostilities, 
and the Quixotic asp. rations of the premier ended without interrupting the 
steady progress of the nation in the arts of peav'*c. 

From the sec' “iis devoted to the state of the finances, and the progress 
of commerce, inauiifactures, and shipping, during the period under notice, 
it will be seen that the ountry had not only recovered from all the diffi- 
culties of the American contcsl, but had reached a height of prosperity 
wholly unprecedented. On the commencement of the parliamentary ses- 
sion of 1792 , both the king and his minister indulgcd^in the most gratify- 
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ing pictures of national happiness and prosperity. They foresaw nothing 
likely to interrupt them ; on the contrary, they predicted in glowing terms 
their long continuance and probable increase ; and no one rose with 
gloomy forebodings to shadow the brightness of the prospect ; so little 
prescience was there in any party of the awful futurity ! 

While England was increasing in riches and population, the other Euro- 
pean nations were not stationary. There had been no general continental 
war since the peace of 1763, and the interval had been occupied in salu- 
tary ameliorations. Frederick 11. of Prussia, Catherine II. of Russia, and 
Joseph 11. of Germany, were contemporaries, and all sovereigns of liberal 
and extraordinary minds. They were all reformers ; they were proud of 
the vocation ; they gloried in adopting whatever social or political amend- 
ment the intelligence of the age suggested, and their example was fol- 
lowed by the lesser princes. Under their auspices and those of the vast 
body of men of science and letters whom they patronised, the cliaracter of 
European society had been changed, partly in its outward forms — its in- 
stitutions, laws, and usages — but more in its inward spirit and substance. 
The influence of a rich and superstitious ])riesthood was circumscribed ; 
the Jesuits extirpated; the monastic orders vastly reduced in number ; and 
the flames of that religions zeal which for two centuries had so often 
kindled civil discord and the faggot of persecution, were sunk into the ashes. 
Judicial torture was abolished, and the dark tribunals of the Impiisition 
rendered innoxious. In Hungary, Bohemia, and Russia, the seifs were 
beiiij^ gradually enfranchised ; and Rousseau even thought they ought not to 
receive liberty too suddenly. Agriculture was sedulously promoted, and 
the pursuits of commerce no longer esteemed degrading. Artificial distinc- 
tions and titles of honour had still a ceicmonious precedence allowed them 
in private life; but the nobility indulged as little in the supercilious pride 
and exclusiveness as the barbaric pomp of their feudal ])redecessors. All 
the diversitied classes of society began everywhere to harmonise with each 
other in a way hitherto unknown; and whatever prescriptive rights might 
remain to the privileged orders, ‘‘ a sweeter blood” had been infused mto 
every member of the political body^. 

This was the state of things in 1789, in the despotic countries of the Con- 
tinent. A revolution was being silently elTeetcil in society by the ([uict 
dillusion of leasou and philosophy. It had become the policy, as much as 
tlic ambition of princes, to listen to the claims of humanity and justice. 
I low long tliis ])rogression would have continued had not the Fkkncii Hk- 

* .-inniinl lirtfisier for 1791, vol. xx.xiii. ‘Jll. Also vol. xix. 130; voi. xxi.. 1*2; 
vol. xxvii. 3. -4 ; vol. xxviii. Itilb 

Iliiviiii; inKiitioncd Jii ov»; the abolition of the In(jui''ition and of judicial torture iii 
Kur»)pt*, a few facts may be properly subjoined. The last p»*rsou burnt alive by 
the liiqiiisitii'n in S]iain was an unfortunate woman at Seville, in 1781, for licer 
tiouH intercourse with a daemon yUorente^ Htsl. d' iv. 2i0). In tl: 
eatholie countries of Ttiscany anil Modena the Inquisition was abolished in 1780- 
Jnseph II. abolished torture in Germany, in 177(>, ami his example was so«: 
alter followed by his brother Le»q>old, in Italy. In Fr.iuco torture was abolished i 
1780. There is no instance of the use of torture in Km^laud later than lb 10. 
thiit year a warrant was issued by the privy*counc.\l, signed, auunig others. I>v bn-»l- 
cUaucellor Bacon, to put S.unncl Feacoek, who was suspi-eted ot treason, to the laek 
{Archfpuiogia, vol. X. ; yaper htf Mr, Cha/mers), The priutiee of torture coiitmue»l m 
^eotland till the revolution of I (>88, and was only made iZ/rgai by the Act ot '''‘I’*' *'* 

1708, The indict ion of baiharous criminal punishments eontmued till a reien p. no( . 

So late as 1789 there is an instance of a woman burnt tn the heart ot the tit} o on 
don for petty treason ^ March 10, 1789 i. HrnmUmj in the brawn cd' the tluimO com 
turned till 1/79, and the disembowelling of traiiois was in practice till within icse 
years. 
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voLUTTON intervened, can only be conjectured. It had not obtained the 
essential guarantee of positive law and institutions ; it depended on the ])er- 
sonal character, the capricious fiat of absolute rulers. 

One immediate result, however, of that crisis is undeniable, namely, 
that for a time at least the progress of political reform was arrested in 
England, Germany, Prussia, the Netherlands, Spain, and Italy. Their go- 
vernments viewed the new' aspect of their Gallic neighbour with trembling 
apprehension, as an incomprehensible and pestilent eruption; and any 
semblance of imitation, in the way of change or amendment, was resolutely 
opposed, as pregnant with imdefinable ruin. France only derived imme- 
diate benefits from her terrible convulsion, which she still retains; while 
adjoining states were too alarmed to discern them amidst the mingled up- 
roar of blood and anarchy by wliich they w'ere temporarily obscured. At 
one “ fell swoop” she rid herself of a wasteful and profligate court; of the 
feudal opj)ression of the game-laws, corvees. and the detestable gabclle ; of 
arbitrary imprisonments by leitres dc cachet ; of the exemption of the 
noblesse and clergy from taxation, and the exclusive eligibility of the 
former to military and civil offices ; of an oppressive ecclesiastical establish- 
ment ; of restrictions on the freedom of the press ; of the delays, corrup- 
tion, and contlicting jurisdiction of her judicial administration; of the em- 
barrassments of her finances, and tlie imecpial apportionment of public 
burthens. 

These were unquestionably great national benefits, hut accompanied 
^Yith enormous contemporary suffering and crime. Now, however, that the 
tem[)est has abated, one may more clearly discern and enumerate the 
errors of inexperience committed in the first stages of the Revolution— er- 
rors that long intercepted to France the enjoyment of the fruits of her ex- 
traordinary exertions^ and precipitated upon her, almost in sclf-(lcfi*ncc, 
and hostile array, surrounding nations. 

The Jirst error of the French Revolutionists of 1789 refers to the 
States-Generai.. Disordered as the kingdom was in every part, the 
assembling of a body of men who represented all classes and all interests 
seemed a necessary and just expedient. But in the very commencement 
of its proceedings an act of irreparable mischief was committed. By the 
resolution to vote by poll, not by orders, the three estates of the realm 
became absorbed in one, and the salutary check of intermediate stages of 
legislation, especially in periods of popular excitement, was removed 
Hence followed injustice and spoliation. The clergy and nobles, out- 
numbered by the tiers etat, were speedily sacrificed. Tithes were swal- 
lowed up without equivalent to the plundered ecclesiastic. Titles of honour, 
and other social distinctions, were abolished. All this was the work of a 
single sitting*. None of the usual safeguards against iniquitous and preci- 
pitate enactments were observed ; and the members of the National Asscmblv 
rtturned from their dinners, their clubs, and their wine, and laws which 
struck at the foundation of government, morals, and society, were decreed 
by acclamation. In one night sixteen laws were so made, or rather yvo- 
claimed-f. Abbd Sieves told them, “if they wished to he free, they should 
Degin by being His admonition was disregarded, and from tha^ 

time his voice was rarely heard among them. 

The next error in the progress of political regeneration was in the over* 

* Augtist 4th, ] rSO. 

I Ammd UegisttT, xxxd. Hut. art. P. 21 and 149. 

1 Ibid. 21. 
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whelming influence of the metropolis. The national assembly leg islated 
for France, but Paris leoislated for the national assembly. Had the 
virtue and intelligence of the capital dictated, they mi^cht have been less 
pernicious; but they did not: it was ijnorant presumption, want, vio- 
lence, and ferocity that ruled. In three weeks of 1789, Paris underwent 
three revolutions in her municipal government'*^, at the end of which the 
city became divided into sixty sections or parishes, forming so many little 
republics, each swayed by one or more demagogues, who by the aid of the 
illiterate had succeeded in silencing or driving from their meetings the 
more moderate and better informed inhabitants. Connected with these 
were established rej)ublican societies in every town of the kingdom. By 
tins affiliated machinery was Paris, the national assembly, and France 
moved, and confusion, riot, and massacre organised. In place of the dele- 
gated will of the nation, acting for the common good, was substituted the 
projects of unprincipled agitators, scheming for their own selfish and 
ambitious purposes. 

Tlic third misfortune in the initiation of this great national movement 
was in the absence of an adequate executive power. Without providing a 
succedaneum, the monarchy, with all its supports in the aristocracy, the 
church, corporations, and magistracy, the army and navy, was subverted. 
Tlnrc was no central authority left anywhere, adequate to check the. dis- 
orders of the capital or in the provinces. Tumults, slaughter, and desola- 
tion stalked through the land uncontrolled. Bands of peasants, armed with 
such weapons as they could seize, rose against the seigneurs, hunted them 
down like wild beasts, laid waste their domains, and fired their 
cliAteaiix. The ])rivileged orders became alarmed by the possession of their 
Ininiunities ; and it was amidst the terror, occasioned by the vising of their 
vassals, that the extraordinary scenes of August were enacted. The vis- 
count dc Noaillcs and the duke d’Aiguilloii, in the name of their order, 
made a voluntary sui render of their privileges of exemption from taxes; of 
their claims of feudal services ; of their exclusive rights of chase; of fish- 
ing; of warren ; and of dovecotes. The parish cures gave U}» ih 'ir 
church fees, and the hcneficiares hound themselves never again to hold a 
jdurality. Deputies of privileged towns and districts surrendered their 
charters and municipal (locunients. Provinces which possessed a right of 
taxitig themselves renounced that right and their states togetlier ; and the 
]):iiliaments wore annihilated, as well as (he. provincial stales. The na- 
tional assembly decreed a medal to be struck to comnicmoratc these 
triotic sacrifices, and the title of “Restorer of the liberties orFrance” was 
conferred on the king. So far much was done that was laudable and to be 
rejoiced at. But a spirit of dcstruclum had been evoked which covdd not 
he laid when its work was completed. It long continued to rage, to the 
great dismay of the peaceable and virtuous of the nation ; and in this, 
France felt the want of that strong executive power, paramount to that of 
iusurreciionista, factious, and parlies. 

The promulgation of the famous declaration of the Rights of Man, h\ 
the national assembly, was as hurtful to the cause of liberty ns tlic honi- 
hastic manifesto of the duke of Brunswick to the cause of the allied 
despots. It was wholly unprofitable, originated discussions of no practi- 
cal utility, and alarmed the established governments of Europe, while it 
conferred no actual immunity on tlie op])ressed. Moreover, it was prema- 
turely issued. It ought at least to liave followed, not preceded, the Irani- 
• Annual Regittvr, xxx\i, 3, 
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ing of a constitution*. The rights of men in society are conventional ; they 
are not derived from a state of nature, but from laws and institutions, and 
can only be known when the constitution is known which creates and 
guarantees them. 

The Jiflh error of the Constituent National Assembly was in the reso- 
lution by which for two years after their dissolution the members disquali- 
fied tliemselves from taking any share in the administration of the govern- 
ment, or being re-elected representatives. This was a generous but mis- 
taken act of self-denial and patriotism. After giving a constitution to 
Francet, founded for the most part in wisdom and justice, it certainly 
seemed an equitable proceeding to leave the trial of its merits to an entirely 
new and disinterested authority. It was emulating the conduct of Lycur- 
gus, who, after giving laws to Sparta, took no part in their execution, but 
withdrew into obscurity. But in practice it proved injurious. The legis- 
lative, or second national assembly of France, which met in 1191, was 
confessedly inferior to tlic first — w'ithout its experience — possessed of less 
virtue and wisdom : instead of consolidating and improving, they perverted 
the institutions of their predecessors. 

The s/\c//i and last error of the Constituent Assembly was in prematurely 
dissohing themselves. They had pulled to pieces the entire fabric of 
French government and society ; they had hastily substituted new institu- 
tions in their place which required time to settle and harmonize ; and they 
certainly ought to have kept longer together to have >vatche<l over them. 
Tlieir a[)prehension seemed to be lest they should, by perpetuating tlnm* 
j^ower, imitate the usurpation of the Long Parliament of England ; a body 
ot men whom, in their collective capacity, they as much transcended in the 
magnitude of their proceedings, as in patriotic devotedness. All the errors 
indeed of the famous Constituent National x\sseml)ly of Fiance leaned to 
“ virtue’s side.” They were errors of inexperience, enthusiasm, and dis- 
interestedness ; of too much confidence in human nature and j)opuhir 
intelligence. 

The career of the French Revolution proceeded with augmented force 
through the whole of 1192. Enraged at the threatening manifesto nf the 
duke of Brunswick, and mistrusting Louis XVJ. after his unsuccessful at- 
tempt to escape to Coblentz, and refusal to sign the decrees against the 
emii.:rants and non-juring priests, the Parisians stormed the 'liiilcries, 
massacred its defenders, and all others whom they stisjicctcd of being fa- 
vourable to, or acting in concert with, the allied invaders. Petiou, the 
mayor of Paris, and Danton, the minister of justice, were suspected of 
having connived at, if not indirectly promoted, these and suhsetjiient ex- 
cesses of the metropolis. Royalty was deposed, and a provisional execu- 
tive appointed, who were iidluenced in their proceedings by the munii ipa- 
lity of Paris, chosen by the re])uV)lican sections of the capital, the virtiial 
rulers of the kingdom. The year closed with the hasty dissolution of the 
Legislative Assembly, having first published an able appeal to their contcin- 
pt)rarie8 and posterity in defence of their proceedings, and the election, 
w ith unlimited powers, on the ])rinciple of universal suffrage, of the Na- 
tional CoNVKMiON. Under this new' Iribunal the trial of the king hegnn. 

♦ IWollfCtions of Count Mirutx-nu, p. 113. — By M. Dumont. 

f That of St*pf«mber 3rd. 1791 j a correct copy of which U inserted iu the A inn ‘1 
Hi gisUr. vol. i^xxiii. 



GKORGR III. A.D. 1785. 


539 


EVENTS AND 

178 ). Jan. 1. The English newspjipera 
prohibited in France, owing to tiie absurd 
stories they indulged in, tor want of politi- 
cal matter, relative to the princes of 
Europe. 

10. The boats of the smugglers at Deal 
having been all laid up by the severity of 
the winter, Mr. Pitt seized the opuprtnnity 
to send a regiment of soldiers to burn 
them, which they did in s]dte of the oppo- 
s tii>n of the towii'ipeople. 

'12. A loyal adoress presented from 
Dublin, signed by 21 peers and 1113 com- 
moners. 

2;). Parliament re opened, after the recess, 
by the kmg. who partioubuly recommend- 
ed to con'iuleratiini the commercial inter- 
course with Ireland. 

Feb. 7. Seven ruffians, about eight 
oVlock at night, knocked at the door of 
Mrs Ab-rcrombie, in Charlotte - street, 
liathhoiie-place, calling out iind on 
its hemg opened, rushed in, and took from 
Mrs. A. all her jewels, and tifty or sixty 
gum as ill moiie), with all the clothes and 
linen they could get. 'I'lio neighhouihood 
alarmed, and a greater )Wd assembled, 
but the robbers sallied forth, and with 
sweitK drawn and pistols presented, threat- 
eiiL'd destriution to any uho opposed 
them The mob tamely sudered them to 
escape with their booty, without offering 
any resistance. 

1 1. The court of King’s-hench decided 
tint t!:e insur.iuce offices had m* right to 
lecover from tue city of London 

\vh cli they had paid to .Mr. Laujdale, the 
disiiller, a..d other sufferers hy the “ No 
Popery*’ lioif?. 

j/nr. 2. I’ius dav chief-justice Mansfield 
Completed his eight ieth year, and presided 
oil the bench it (iiiiltlh ill in perleci health 
aid spill. s. Mr. Gorman, an eminent 
inci chant, distinguished for his legal and 
cniistiiutioiial knowledge as a juror, pre- 
sented his lordship with his annual offir- 
ill,' of a i.oiujuei, which the chief received 
with his Usual politeness. 

Apr. 2. The wiiitvr was severe and pro- 
If.icied, having commenced on the first fall 
ot snow (Oct. 7), and lasted 177 days. 

12. George Barrington, a notorious pick- 
IHKbet, tried for stealing a gold watch. 
He made an eUxpieut appeal to the jury, 
an I was acquitted from a defect of evi- 
dence. 

Ifl. Rkfoum op Pari.iamknt.— M r. Pitt, 
who stood pledged to the reformers to use 
J‘8 emlenvoins, “ as a man and a minister," 
or promoting their cause, moved to bring 
a bill to amend the representation of 


OCCURRENCES. 

the people. His plan was to transfer the 
right of election from thirty-six decayed 
boroughs to the counties ami priiiciparnii- 
represeiited towns ; allowing a pecuniary 
compensation to the owners of the disft an- 
chised boroughs, and to extend the right of 
voting in populous towns to the inh-ibit- 
ants in general, and for knights of the 
shire to copyholders. Mr. Fox strongly 
objected to purchasing the franchises of 
boroughs: “government,** he said, ‘‘was 
not a property but a trust; whatever was 
given for cunstitntiunal pui poses should 
be resumed when those purposes were no 
longer answered’’ (lielsham's Hist. George 
IIL, voL iv. hS). After a long debate, 
attended with much personality, the mo- 
tion was negatived by a majority of 248 
to 171. 

28. The twelve judges unanimously de- 
cided that a military officer oii half-pay is 
not subject to a court-martial, 

Mag 14. The new canal, connecting the 
North Sea and Baltic, completed, and de- 
clared to be open to all Euroj>e.in states. 

The prince of Wales elected a lueml.er 
- of a cla'*sical and convivial society, called 
I the Beefsteak C/ah. 

I Some persons set on fire the heath grow- 
j iiig in \S'indsor forest. It extended for 
miles, destroying several forest trees. Tlie 
like occurrence happened at Uoughton in 
Kent. The heat and dryness id ihe sea'^on 
occasioned toe fires tospiead woth rapidiry. 

June 1. John Adams, tne fiist and as- 
sador from the L’nited .States of Aineriia. 
was presented to the king. 

16. Warren Hastings, the late governor- 
general of Bengal, arrived in L'Hi'lnn, 

17. .A peiit’.on presented to ihe Imuse t f 
lords from Maiiche.stiT. witli l20 0(Hfsig- 
namres, rbietly .(gainst the importanon of 
Irish linens duty five. .As the liisu d.d 
not pardcipate in the burih* ns of Ku'^laml, 
the petitioners objected to iheir pariicipat- 
ing in her traile. 

Jti^g 1. Died, aged 102, general Ogle- 
thorpe, one of the founders of ihe colony of 
Georgia in America, 

Letters from all parts of the Continent 
speak of the extreme heat and diyiuss of 
the summer. 

Aug 6. At Shrewsbury, before jusl ce 
Buller, came on the trial of Dr. Siiipb y, 
dean of St. A-^aph, for a libel, in pi'dish- 
ing sir W. Jomvs’s < Dialogue on (uu era* 
ment when the jury returned the tollow- 
iiig verdict: — Gm/ty of pubfi^hing onig, hut 
whether a iibel or no/, the jury Jo noffind* 
On this trial, Mr., afterwanU lonl. Krskmo, 
exerted himself in a distinguished manner. 
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27. The victualling business entirely re- tAchment to the person and politics of Mr. 
moved from 'l ower-hiil to Dtr|)tford. Fox. Abbe de Mablyy a French antho** of 

Sept, 1. French manul’actures destroyed celebrity. John Henderson, a popular 
at Dublin by the populace. comedian. Mrs. Clive, a noted actress. 

30. Parliament prorogued. John Cipriani, an artist of eminence. 

Oc/. 21. Saiary of the recorder of Lon- InKnANn. — The city of Duidin con- 
dun advanced from 600/. to 1000/. a year, tinned through the whole of the summer 
27. Medical theatre of the London hos- in a state of perturbation, and after the ris- 
pital opened, with four introductory ora- mg of parliament, non-importation agree- 
lio.is hy Air. iilizard, and Drs. Harwood, meats with Engbiiid became frequent in 
Healde, and Maddock. the capital, and spread into every part of 

Nov, Tile shop-tax grievously com- the kingllom. They were even sanctioned 
plained of in London. by the grand juries, and the merchants iii 

18. Died, Mis. Kelly, the noted Iristt the ports found it necessary to comply with 
/itirt/f who was only 34 inches long. She them. To restrain the violence ol ihe po- 
hati been delivered of a child 22 incites pulace, the military were posted in the 
long, which lived about two hours after most disorderly parts of the town, where 
birth . — Annuat Registtr, their presence naturally inflamed the pas- 

Dec. The numiier of executions at the sions of those whom their arms kept in 
Obi Bailey, since February last, amount to awe. 

niuety-six. — Annual Register, 1786. Jan. 1. The number of vessels 

An important cause was tried before the which passed the Sound last year amount- 
Court ot Session in Scotland, respecting ed to 10,268; of wliich 253.) were Eng- 
literary property The pn.prietors of the hsh, 2136 Swedes, 1789 Danes, 1571 
“ Encyclopaeni.i Britannica” had printed a Dutch, 114 Kiissians, 176 Bremens, 161 
Ijre.^t part of Mr. Gilbert Stuart’s History Dantzickeis, 1358 Pru.ssians, 110 Rustnek, 
in their work. The court determined they 79 Lubeckers, 66 Imper alists, 61 Hain- 
were subject to ihe penalty of the acts. burghers, 28 Portuguese, 2 > Courlanders. 

18. Mr. Howard, the philanthropist, left j 20 French, 20 Amern ans, 15 Spanish, mul 
England to vbit the plague-hospitals of t 4 Venetians. — ./-/wn. xxviii. 196. 

Marseilles, to communicate some discove- I 6. The llatseivell East Indiamaii wreck- 
ms, and try some experiments to save the I ed at Seacombe ; nearly 100 |)ersons lost, 
lives ot the patient'*. ! 24. Parliament opened by the king, who 

Akuostation, — Aer’al excursions by | expressed au earnest desire to eiifor 
balloons had become veiy frequent in Kng- economy in every department ; and reconi- 
land. Lunardi, an Italian, made several mended the establ.shment of a sinking- 
ascents. Air. Sheldon, professor of anatomy fund for the reduction of the national det t. 
to the Royal Academy, also ascmuled. A 31. The right of vie 'Fs to cluver-sced, 
Mr. Sailler and cdo lel Fitzpatrick went up turnip-seed, and all .small tithes, estabbslied 
from Birmingham ; but the former, in his in the exchequer. 

descent near Tientham, was in consider- f^oNOEVirv. — Died lately, at the age of 

able (laiigt-r. A Frenchman, named 1 10 \ears, cardinal de Saiis, archbishop of 
Blanchard, had been up in balloon.s two | Seville, lie used to tell his friends wi 
or tl.ree times, when he ami Dr. Jefferies | asked what regimen he observed, — I3y 
a.scended from Dover castle, with a view to being oUl when 1 was young, 1 find m\si*il‘ 
cross the Channel ; they succeeded, and young now 1 am old. 1 leil a solu r. stu- 
ianded with some ditliculty between Ca- dious, but not a lazy or sedentary life. Aiy 
lais and Boulogne. Pilatre de Rosier ^ diet was sparing, th«nigh delicHte; my 1 
and another ascending in* a balloon, call- 1 quors the best wines of Xcrez and 
ed a xMongolfler, it took fire : they fell | Mancha, of which 1 never exceeded a pint 
from a considerable height, and both pe- at any meal, except in cold weathe 
rished. Mr. Arnold and bin son went up I allowed inyseli a third more. 1 nxle or 
from St, (icorge’s-ficlds: the former was walked every <!ay exctqit in rainy wcatlicr, 
tbtown out by the car striking a cart, and when 1 exercised for a cuu]>le of hours — 
hi'i son fell into the Thames. Major Mo- Ann, Reg. for 1786. 

riey ascended from Norwich, and being Feh. io. Thirteen debtors tried and con- 
unab'.e to ojpen ilte va’ve, he was carried to victed of a conspiracy to e^cupe Irom tint 
sea, info which he descended, and was only Kin^'Vbench prison, by blowing np the 
saved irom drowning uy a revenue-cutter. walU, They were sentenced to long tvinis 
Anni'ai. Obi it ary. — M. Diderot, ace- of impri'^oninent. 
lebr iU'd French metaphysician. Peter, the 24. Karl CornwalliH appointed governor* 
Wild Boy ; he was found in tho womls of gener.al of Bengal. 

Hanover in George I ’s reign. William 27. Mr. Put moved a re^'dution ai>i'rov- 
Wliitehead,, the poet-laureate. Samuel ing the plan of ‘he duke of RichmiMiil lot 
HuiifCy a publican, noted for his strong at- fortifying the dock-yards of Portsmouth 
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an<l PlyiiKmtli. On a division, the num- 
bi;is ( 1G9) were exactly equal, and the 
speaker {riving his casting vote on the ne- 
gative side, the design was defeated. An 
oicelleiit speech of Sheridan se^ms to have 
iiidueiiced the decision. 

Mar* 2. Died, in his 50th year, John 
Jk.uu, M.D., a zealous advocate of popular 
rights and freedom of opinion. He tried 
to improve the course of academical edu- 
cation at Cambridge, and relinquished his 
church - preferments from conscientious 
scruples, becoming subsequently a licenti- 
ate of the coUi'ge t)f physicians. 

24. At Portsmouth the convicts in the 
prison-ships rose u^uin their keepers, and 
were nut overcome till eight were shot dead, 
and thirty-six wounded. 

29. Sinking Fund. — Mr. Pitt introduced 
Ills celel^ratfd plan of a sinking fund for the 
gradual reduction of the national debt. 
The surplus of annual taxes amounting to 
909,000/, lie proposed to impose new taxes 
to make up the sum of one iniilion, which, 
with compound interest, was to he applied 
to the purchase of stock at the market 
price, to he vested in commissioners. At 
the expiration of 2S years, it was estimated 
th.it the annual income of the fund would 
amount to four millions, beyond which it 
was proposed the fund should nut be allow- 
ed to accumulate ; future surplusses being 
applied to the reduction of taxation. Tne 
bill for carrying this scheme into effect 
passed with general approbation. 

31. An action on the case was tried be- 
fore Mr. justice Buller at Guildhall, 
hrmight by lord Loughborough uga nst Jolin 
Walter, printer of the Univer$al Hef/isteVy 
for a libel, in propagating an infamous and 
injurious report against the plaintiff. The 
jury gave a ve:dict, and 150/. dam ges to 
ibe plaintiff. 

.t/M*. 4. Mr. Burke exhibited nine articles 
of impeachment against Warren Hastings, 
late goveinor-geneial of Bengal, which 
were ordered to be printed. Tlie rest of 
till! charges, amounting in the whole to 
twenty -two, he presented the week fol- 
lowing. 

1/. The west tower of Worcester ca- 
tludral, erected in the reign of William 
Rufus, and esteemed one of ihemost heaii- 
bftd remains of gothic architecture, fell 
down, and carried with it a part of the 
l)-tly of the church. 

Mmj 1. Mr. Hastings, at his own desire, 
w.is hiMrd at the bar of the commons, and 
the minutes of the defence ordered to lie 
en the table. 

4. Lord (Jeorge Gordtm cxcommunicatid 
11 chinch of Sr. Mary-lc-bone. 
Be had become a convent to Judabsm, and, 
according to sir William Wraxall, submit- 
to the rite of circumcision. 
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2*2. Mr. Pitt introduced a bill for trans- 
ferring certain duties on wine from the cus- 
toms to the excise. He stated that the 
produce of the duties on wine was consider- 
ably less at this time than at toe middle of 
the last century, which he ascribed to 
smuggling, and the sale of a spunous 
home-made liquor under its name. Tiic 
bill became law. 

June 1. The first article of impeach- 
ment, moved by Mr. Burke against Warren 
Hastings respecting the “ Rohilla war,’^ 
was discussed, and decided in favour of the 
accused by 119 to 67 ; Mr. Pitt voting in 
silence with the majority. 

13. Upon the second charge, moved by 
Mr. Fox, regarding the rajah of Benares, 
the hnuxe resolved, by 119 to 79, ‘‘that this 
charge contained matter of impeachment 
against the late governor-general of Ben- 
gal.” Upon this occasion Mr. Pitt spoke 
and voted in favour of the motion. 

19. Mr. Fox recovered 2090/. damages 
agdin'»t the bailiff of Westminster for not 
returning him M.P. for that citj”, and 
which Mr Fox declared should be distri- 
buted among the charities of Westminster. 

23. Mr. Pitt introduced a bill lor inquir- 
ing into the condition and management of 
the land-revenues of the crown. It was 
opposed in the upper house by lord Longh- 
burough as iiKpiisitoria), but passed into a 
law. 

July 11. The King’s-bench determined 
that starting a fox on a man's own ground, 
and running him on his neighbour's, was 
no trespass. 

The prince (»f Wales finding his affairs 
embanassed, discharged bis state- servants, 
having resolved to reduce his expenses to 
.5000/. a year, and appr-ipriate the rest of 
bis income to dis< barge his debt^, which 
amounted to 250,009/. 

14. A convention signed in L;)ndi)n be- 
tween Spain and Britain, regulating tlie 
cutting of logwood in South Americ.i. 

31. A booth, converteil into a playhouse, 
at Montpelier in France, fell down, and 500 
persons were killed and wounded. 

Aug 2. This morirmg, as the king was 
alighting from a post chariot at the gar- 
den-gate of St. James's, an attempt was 
made upon his life by a woman, who, pre- 
senting a paper to him, amied a stroke at 
his breast with a concealed knife. Ihe 
blow was avoided by a b.ickwanl move- 
ment, and as she was about to make ano- 
ther thrust, her hand was caught by a yeo- 
man of the guard, and tbe knile taken 
from her ; the king oxclainiing. “ i am i ot 
hurt — take care of (be poor woman- do 
not hurt’ her,'' On examination, she 
fuiind to be one Margaret Nich Ison, a 
person in obscure life, from the north of 
KugUndi whose reason was bewildered by 
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Eome insane ideas of right to the crown. 
Her insanity being fully apparent to the 
privy-council, she was cuminitted to cus- 
tody as a lunatic. 

13. Died, at his father’s house, Edin- 
burgh, aged 44, Gii.ueut Stuaht, LL.1). ; 
a remarkable example of very cunsideralde 
historical and literary abilities rendered 
valueless to the possessor by a sour and 
malevolent nature. 

16. The king visits Oxford. 

Sept. 5. Die<l, aged 74, Jonas Hanway, 
a traveller and merchant of much active 
benevolence. He was also the author of 
several literary w«trks, and was the first 
who cairit d an umbrella, which innovation, 
after persisting in for 30 years, he had the 
batisi'action to see generally adopted. 

Death ok the Kino ok Prussia. — Fre- 
derick 1 1, of Prussia, not undeservedly 
styled the “ Great,” expired, apparently re- 
signed and trampiil, on the 17th instant, 
ill t e “5ih year of his age. Viewed in his 
vaiioiis capacities of monarch, legis ator, 
and man ot' letters, he was the most dis- 
tinguished m!n of his time. Chargeable 
as ah the early part ot his career may have 
been with unprincipled ambition, rapacity, 
and despotism. his latter years exhibited him 
in the ch.iracterof atul rant and beiieticeiit 
ruler, whose cares were devoted to the hap- 
piness and prosperity of his stdijects. 

*26. Treaty of commerce agreed to at 
Versailles be. ween Hritaiu and France, on 
a more liberal principle than heretofore, by 
])romotiiig an interchange of tiie com- 
modities of the two countries. 

Or/. 26. A man contrived, by an inge- 
nious Ncailblding made of twigs, to bring 
down the weather c<>ck from the old abliey- 
cbuich of St. Alban’s. He was a basket- 
maker. 

AW, 21. Aylett, an attorney, pilloried in 
Palace-yard lor perjury. 

The Countess of Strathmore, who had, 
since her tir>t husband's death, marriid a 
Mr. Bowes, was forcibly carried off by him 
and other armed men. She was brought 
up to the Kiiig’s-bench on the 2.5rd inst., 
by hahras votpus, and released ; and her 
liusband committed to prison till the judges 
determined what security he should give to 
keep the [uace. 

Uec, 4. Three clergymen of the church 
of England were presented to the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury by Mr. Adams, the 
American minister, io be consecrated 
IfihhopSf to act in that capacity in the go- 
vernment of the piecopal church of the 
United States. 

9. A ship sailed from London with ne- 
grdes ori board, to form a uew settlement 
at Sierra Leone. 

France. — At this period the French go- 
venusenL directed by M. de Calunne, was 


uncommonly attentive to every point con. 
nected with naval and commercial improve- 
ment. Stupendous works were uiidenaken 
to improve the harbour of Cheibourg. A 
colony of American whalers, chiefly Qua- 
kers, arrived at Dunkirk, to be settled 
there, with every security for their civil 
and religious rites. Some indulgences 
were granteil to French protentams, and 
the peasantry were partly relieved in re- 
gard to feudal services. 

Geumany. — The emperor proceeded in 
his civil and eccle.siastic d reforms : among 
them was the abrogation of the old laws, 
and the establishment of an entire new 
code. In this system capital punishment 
was nearly abolished, but the substitutions 
were in many cases so severe, that hiima. 
nity rather Inst than gained. The supjires- 
sion of religious orders was persisted in, 
and a list published of 4 13 monasteries and 
211 nunneries suppressed siiiceT78*2. 

Annual Owituauv. — In jtoveity, Mrs, 
Baddeley, aged 42, an actress of great 
beauty. Sir George Nares, one of the 
jmlges of the court of Cummon-jileas. In 
his 5»>th year, Th«>mas Tyrwliitt, an emi- 
nent critic and scholar. Viscount Keppel, 
a British admiral. Aged 76, priiuess 
Amelia Sophia Eleonora, .second daughter 
of George II. Sir Horace Maun, forty six 
years minister at Florence. 

1787. Ja/t. The inhospitable Dro// 
dai/ief or right claimed by the crown oi 
France to the property of foreigners d)ing 
in that c«<untry, was abolished so far us 
affects British subjects. 

The three denominations of dissenters 
neld a meeting at D. .Williams’s library, Ked 
Cros^-street, when it w as resolved to petition 
pailiament fora repeal of theCorporaiionand 
Tc'^t Acts; and a numerous committee was 
ap{)oiiited to carry the resolution into effect. 

23. Parliament re-assembled, after a 
protracted recess. The sp* ech from tlie 
throne referred cliietty to the late com- 
mercial treaty with France, and the state 
of the fluances. 

27. Thomas Thurlow, bishop of Lincoln, 
translated io Durham. He was auccetnletl 
by I*r» ityin III in the see of Linco n. 

/'rA, SiOTCIl Pekh^oils. — Tvvo of the 
Scotch peers ('lords Queen ■cherry and Aber- 
corn; among the sixteen, being created Bri- 
tish \Hiera, the question aiuise, for the flrst 
time, whether tiiey did not cease to sit in the 
lords as Scottish representative peers. The 
subjvct was introduced on the l-Uh instant, 
by lord Stormont, and was decided in tlu; 
alHcmative. 

5. A new coinage of silver, in 8hillit‘i;!J 
and sixpences, issued, to the amount of 
75,000/. 

7. Nearly 8000 shopkeepers of the mctio- 
poUs petition for repoal of the shop-tax. 
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7. Mr* Sh«ridaa dvlivered one of hii moit { 
or.itioim on the charge against 
Warren Hastm^^s for hi« treatment of the 
of Ouile. It lasted five hours and 
a half, ami elicited the unqualified praise 
of Pht, Vox, and Burke. A tumult of ap* 
pUuse followed *, and members, greets, and 
strangers ado|)ted a mode of expressing 
their approbation,^ new in the house 
mud Hegister, xxix., 150), by loudly and 
repeatedly clapping with their hands.*’ 

12. Trkaty of Comukrcb. — Mr. Pitt, 
ill an eloquent speech, introduced the com- 
mercial treaty with France. Shegained, he 
said, a market of eight millions of people 
for her wines and luxuries, and we a mar- 
ket of 24 millions for our maniilactures. 
Mr. Fox opposed the treaty on the same 
general grounds that he had done on the 
first tlay of the session, in the debate on 
the address. The scope of his reasoning 
went to show that England was the natural 
rival t»f Fiance, and the counterpoise to her 
power, and ** in some detjree an enmity be- 
tween them wa8inevitable‘*(^w«./^e^.,xxix., 
67 ). Mr. F’rancis Ibl lowed on the same side, 
and dreaded ilie eflects of an intimate poli- 
tical connexion with France upon tbe cha- 
racter of the British nation. Thefir'*t and 
most proiniiieiit feature in the political 
cliaracter ot lord Chatham antigalHcan, 
'J’he present minister had taken the oppo- 
site road to fame ; un<l France, the object 
of every ho^t^le principle in the policy of 
lord Chatham, was the gem amtcissima of 
the son” {Ibid, bl). Mr. W ili erforce 
pointedly n plied to tiie arguments of the j 
opposition, and dej>recated the folly of sa- i 
enticing the mercantile inttrests of the i 
communi y to the vain glory uf holding 
the balance of power in Europe. Upon a | 
divisiitii, a vote of approval of the treaty 
was only carried by a majority of 76 voices ; 
the miimrity amounting to 162 members, . 

'20. The Court of Session, Edinburgh, | 
determined that town-councils of the royal 
boiou'.^b8 are not accountable for the ex- 
penditure of their revenues. 

‘2‘2. The assembly ol NoTAUi.Bswas held 
at Versailles. It consisted ol 141 persons, 
among whom weie sev«ii princes of the 
Olood, nine dukes and j)eers of France, 
Light cuuiicillorH of state, and eleven arch- ! 
bishops and bishops. | 

26. Motion of Jklr. Pitt to consolidate the i 
duties of customs. It meUgeiieral appro- 
bation, and became a law. ^ 
dW. 28. CoRroRATioN and Test Acts. 
--Mr. Beaufoy brought forward his motion 
*i‘r taking into consideration the repeal of 
Ihe Corporation and Test Acts. He en- 
deavoured to prove that the latter was never 
designed to include protestant dissenters ; 
jhat the reasons for tne former had ceased ; 
Ih^t no man ought to be punished for 


opinions ; that disqualifications are punish- 
ments ; that the disqualifications were iiut 
defensible by anystate necessity; vindicated 
the dissenters Iroin the charge of republi- 
canism, and of aiming at the revenues of 
the church. Lord North (who lately had 
the misfortune of losing hU eye-sight) 
came down purposidy to oppose the muiion. 
He admitted the lull right aiul policy of 
religious toleration ; but it was Ofcessary 
to make a distinction between a participa- 
tion in the offices of state and libeity of 
conscience. Mr. Pitt followed on the same 
side. lie observed that there mii>t be a 
restriction of ri.:bts in all societies; that, 
for instance, in this nation all the modes of 
representation necessarily included inodes 
of qualification. But was a man to be con- 
sidered as ]iimished, or disgraced, becauso 
he does not vote fur a city, a county, or a 
borough? The true question was, whether 
there was any substantial in trest winch 
j made it necessaiy that one part of the com 
1 inunity should he dep ived of a participa- 
i tion in its civil offices. He said the secuiity 
I of the church was an interest t»f this nature, 
j and that he thought it woiibl be emiangereil 
j by the repeal pnqiosed {Ann, JReg.y xxix., 
118). Mr. Ft)X, in a long and able speech, 

; supported the repeal ; as did also Mr. 
Smith and sir James Johnstone. Motion 
negatived — Ays, 100; noes, 178. 

Apr. Dkbts of tub Fuincr of Wai.es. 
— The expenses of tlie prince liaving greatly 
exceeded his income of 50,000/. a \ear, he 
applied, in the summer of last year, to the 
king for picuniaiy assistance. Meeting 
with a peremptory retiisal, he immeuiately 
adopted a hoe uf conduct crerlitabie to bis 
integrity. Reducing his household, as al 
ready mentioned, he formally iiivesTen four 
fifths of bis income in the hamls of trus 
tees fur the liquidation of his «lebts, a:.d re 
tired into the station of a private gentle 
man. Twelvemonths elapsing w it i. out any 
notice being taken of his voluntary seclu- 
sion, on the 20th inst. nbUimaii New- 
man expressed his intention t(» bring 
forward a proposition lor rescuing th« prmctf 
from Ills embarrassments. Ti;i'» uave rise 
, to ail interesting conversation, in nhicli 
' pointed ailiisiun was made to the recent 
inarriugeot the princewiih Mrs.Fiizherbert, 
a Roman catliulic. Mr. Fux ineautiuusly 
denied that such marriage either lega ly 
could, or in fact had, taken place at all. 
Subsequently, Mr. Pitt had a personal in- 
terview with the prince, at the desire ot the 
king,. in which it was settled, that on cuii- 
dition Mr. Newman witlv>rew his intended 
motion, a jrfovision should he ina :e for the 
payment of his debts, and an ad»litioii of 
10,000/. a year be made to his income, pay- 
able out of the civil-list. 

25. The corps of cngintHirs, hithoito 
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deemed civil, were made military, and di> 
reeled to rank with the artillery. 

May 10. Mr. Burke appeared at the bar 
of the liirdii to imveach VVarren Hastings 
of high crimes and misdemeanurs. 

21. The commons, without looking into 
the accounts laid before them, agreed to 
make a provision for the debts of the prince 
of VVale.s to the amount of 181,000/. 

30. Parliament pr»)rogued. 

23. Coiiimod'jre I’hiliips sails from Spit- 
head to establish a settlement of convicts 
in New South Wales. 

June 0. Lord George Gordon was tried 
in the court of King’s-bench, before judge 
Boiler, for a libel published in a pamphlet, 
einith d, “ A Petition to Lord George 
Gordon from the Prisoners in Newgate, 
praying that he would secure tlieir liberties 
by preventing them from being sent to 
Botany-buy.*’ His hirdship defended hiin^ 
self, without the aid of counsel, and was 
found guilty. He was also tried fur a libel 
on the French ambassador, and found 
guilty. 

12. A royal edict, imposing a stanip- 
duty, was Stuit to the parhameut of Pat is, 
for registering, who refused compliance, 
and addre.^Sed the king to a.s8emble the 
>>tates*general. The king held a bed of 
ju'.tice, in wliich the obnoxious edict was 
forcibly registered ; but, at a subsetpu ut 
meeting, the parliament expunged it from 
their joumals. 

24. A forged “ Gazette Kxtraordiiiary,” 
teg'darly stamped, circulated at the Kujal 
Kxchaiige, lor stock-jobbing purposes. The 
author was never discovered. 

July 5. Tile tlieatre at Bury fell; many 
were killeil and wounded. 

14. It was deteniiined in the court of 
King*s-bencli, that at sea, when two ships 
are liatde to luu foul of each other, the 
ship that has the wind .shall go to leeward. 

II. Nma Scotia erected info a 
bi>hop*s See ; ai.d the Rev. C. Iiiglis ap* 
poin ed first bishop. 

18. ar declaied by the Ottoman Porte^ 
against Russia. 

Sept. 4. A I lot among the w eavers at 
Glasgow, owing to «i riducti iu in wages. 
The military were called in, and eight per- 
sons killed. « 

21. A nonler issued for the impressment 
of seamen. 

Oct, Affair oftiik Staui imi.dkuatk. 
— ^I'he French ourt in’imatid to those 
of London and Berlin that it h id betcr- 
mined not to interfere in the di-putes of 
lioiland, except as a med.ator, jiruvided 
other jowers oiiserved the Naaie modera- 
tion ; hut if any other power tdok up arin> 
against the republic, France would act ac- 
cordiug to circumstances. Kngland and 
Prussia haring already determined to inter- 


fere, this annunciation calAd immediate 
preparations for hostilities. Pleasures were 
taken by Mr. Pitt to equip a fleet, the land- 
forces were recruited, ami a subsidiary 
treaty entered into with the landgrave of 
Hesse Cassel for the hire of troops. Tlie 
contest, however, being speedily settled in 
the United Provinces by the Prussian army, 
and France being too much embroiled in 
her own affairs to interfere wi h those of 
others, she agreed to an arrangement with 
Kngland. Thisconvention was unnuiuicedat 
Lloyd’s on the 30th iiist. 

AW. 27, Tlic autumnal parliamentary 
ses.sion opened by the king, who advened 
to the n^sons that had induced him to in 
terfere in the disputes in Holland. 

Dec, 1. A riotous assembly at Worces 
ter, owing to an apprehension that ma- 
chines were about being erected for s pin- 
ning wool. It was quelled by the inter- 
ference of the civil ))ower. 

Duathof Soamk j£NYNK..~>This spright < 
ly and ingenmus author ex| ired on the 
i8:h inst., in the 83rd year of his age. lie 
was at one time % member of the boanl of 
tiade, along with the historian Gi' bon and 
the dramatist Cumberland, and entered par- 
iiamciit as a su[»porter of the ministiy of 
sir Robert Wal{K)le. His most celebrated 
work is the “ View of the Internal Kvidences 
ofthe { hri^stian ’Religion,’* the aivine origin 
of which he founded on its superior inoial 
code. The fundamental principle of his 
** Free Inquiry mto the Ungin of Kvil’’ is, 
that the prirduction of good without evil is 
impossibis ; that evils spiing from iiece s ty, 
and could trot be done away without die 
sacrifiic of some supi riot good, or tlie ad- 
mission of greater di>or(ler. His last pro- 
duct on Writs Thoughts on Parliamenfaiy 
Reform,” which he wholly op]u)sed. lie 
was a shrewd, witty, hut tanciful wiiter, 
distinguished by the beauties oi his st\lc. 

AnnuaC OarjUAUY. — Sir William I ha- 
lier. a general in tht^army, and Known f r 
iiis'epistolary' Conteil.. with Juiinis. Mr. 
justice Willey one ot the judge-* of the 
court of KingVbench. •» Rev. Paul Ilmry 
Maty, F.R.S.,ii gentleman of svmie liteiaiy 
Celebrity. Father Boscovich, «n tniineiit 
])iofessor of usirmioniy. Mis. Vaus, a ce- 
lebrited tnigedian. Israel Manduit, a 
public wii!cr of celebr ty. Sir Richard 
Jebb, physician-extraordinary to the King- 
Kdmund Law, bishop of Carlisle, ageo 
Count do Vergennes, a celebrated Frtmh 
statesman, aged Gl^. 

Unitru Pmovincks. — The chief f^ 
reign event of this year was tl e tt-rim 
dation of tl.e disputes which liad sub- 
sisted between the Stadtholdcr and ibe 
United Provincet. The mincers of Oiange 
travelling near^choonhoven, was stop- 
ped by a guard of armed burghers, and 
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placed under atvest. Upon Ihii, the king 
of Prassia demanded satisfaction for the 
insult offered to his sister, which being 
refused, he despatched the duke of Bruns- 
wick, with 18,000 men, to overrun the 
country. Amsterdam alone made a show 
of resistance, and that city speedily opened 
its gates. The stadtholderian party had 
now a complete triumph over that of the 
republicans, and the prince of Orange 
WHS reinstated in all his former power. 

Aisbrican Statks. — Some alteration in 
the constitution of the Union had become 
unavoidable. The State of Virginia first 
moved, that a convention of delegates from 
each state should meet, discuss the various 
necessary alterations, and then lay them be- 
fore the respective states for their approba- 
tion. The delegates met, and warm debates 
ensued ; but the calm wisdom of Washington 
and Franklin prevailed, and they settled a 
constitution which seemingly guaranteed as 
much individual Kberty as was compatible 
with an efficient adminisiration. They 
enlarged the powers of the general govern- 
ment, not by taking fVoiSi the people, but 
from the state legislatures. This constitu- 
tion wa8*ratified before the end of the year 
by three states ; by eight more the he<t 
year ; and the other two acceded in 1789. 

178S< Jan, 10. Mr. ^ackiiri appeared 
in his favourite character of Shylock, at 
Covent-garden theatre, at the a<lvaace4 age 
of 89, hut his memory fkiled in the second 
act. Leveredge, the singer, sang on the 
stage at the age of 95, 

‘28. Lord George Gordon received sen- 
tence for t\yo libels, <u;e on the queen of 
France, and another on the criminal justice 
of this country ; he was sentenced to 5 years’ 
imprisonment, to a fine of 500/., and to find 
security for his good behaviour lor 14 years. 

•10. Died, sir Ashton Lever, a Lanca- 
shire virtuoso and collector of a celebrated 
museum. 

31. Died at Robe, in His 68th year, 
prince Charles Sdward Lewis Casimir 
Stimrt, grandson of James II. of England. 

Fei. 1. Court of ^comtnon council rc- 
stdved to petition for the abolition of the 
slave trade. 

10. Austria declared war against the 
Turks. 

Prue-Fioktino. — A prize-fight took 
place between Richard Ilumphreys and 
llaiut*l Mendoza, a jew. It was fought at 
Cdiham in Hampshire, for 400 guineas, 
wiHiii a raised twenty-four feet stage, and 
terminated in 29 minutes hi favour of Hum- 
phreys, From this time pugilism mayjbe 
said to havq become fashionable. The 
newspapers were filled with anecdotes re- 
specting the combatants; and scarcely a 
pnat-shop ia London but what exhibited 
the portiaiu of fistie heroes. Schools 


were established to teach the art cf self- 
defence, and sparring matches took place 
at the theatres and Royal Circus. Among 
the most noted patrons of jiugilism, were 
the prince of Wales, the dukes of York 
and Clarence, the duke of Hamilton, lord 
Barrymore, Alderman Coombe, Mr. Wynd- 
ham, and general F'itzpatrick. 

13. ^Trial of Mr. Hastings, in West- 
minster Hall, began. Mr. Burke in his 
preliminary oration occupied four succes- 
sive days; so great a trespasson attention 
was deemed injudicious, and the speech it- 
self extraneous and exaggerated. At the 
commencement of the proceedings the 
lords determined, contrary to the intentions 
;)f the impeachers, who wished to have 
•ach charge decided on singly, that the 
whole of the charges collectively should be 
gone through before the accused was called 
on for his defence. 

Apr. 15. The Begum charge against 
Hastings was ably introduced by Mr. 
Adam; and the evidence summed up by 
Sheridan in a speech which lasted five days, 
andi wanted only compression to have been 
a prodigy of elof^uence. 

21, ('ourt of King’s-bench determined 
that a woman is liable to serve the offices 
gf overseer of the poor or commissioner of 
sewers. 

22. Mr. Fox opened the Benares charge 
against Warren Hastings ; it was conclud- 
ed on the 25th by Mr. Grey, a gentleman 
whoie parliamentary talents had begun to 
attract attention. 

3fay 3. A meeting of the nobility, cler- 
gy* and others, was held at the duke cf 
Montagu’s house, Whitehall, to take into 
consideration the promoting a reform among 
the loiver order of the people, and the due 
observance of Sunday, 

7. The court of King’s-hench deter- 
mined that interest may he charged on a 
debt after the usual term of credit is ex- 
pired. 

j8* The king of France held a bed of 
justice, when he apprized the parliament of 
his intention to establish a supreme court, 
named the Otur Pltwrre, vesting in them 
the power of registering the royal edicts • 
Oie parliament received the communication 
withpiofound silence, and on the follow- 
ing day protested in the most solemn man- 
ner against this arbitrary innovation. 

0. Mr. Pitt moved a resolution pledging ' 
the house to take into consideration in the 
ensuing session the African si.avr tha»k. 
It was the first step taken towards the abo- J 
Utiuii of tins iniquitous traffic. 

19. La^y^ Strathmore recovc>‘ed an estate 
of 12.000/* a*vear from her husband, which 
she had assigned under the influence of 
terror. ^ ^ . 

26. Tlio regiments of life-guards esta. 
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blished, in consequence of the disband- 
ment of two troops each of the horse and 
grenadier guards. 

June 3. Lord Mansfield resigned the 
chief-justiceship of the KingVbench. a sta- 
tion he had occupied with distinguished 
reputation for thirty-two years. He was 
succeeded by sir Lloyd Kenyon. 

8. Ameuican Loyalists. — Mr. Pitt in- 
troduced to the commons the subject of com- 
pensation to the Americans for their losses 
during the war. He stated a pro|)osition 
for adjusting their claims by arranging the 
claimants into different classes^ according 
to their different demands upon the justice 
of the country, which obtained the general 
approbation ; and concluded by moving 
that 1,340,000/. be voted to the American 
loyalists, which was agreed to. 

12. Their majesties visit Cheltenham. 

14. Powell, the pedestrian, completed 
his task of walking from London to York 
and back in six days. 

18. John Scott, esq., knighted and ap- 
pointed solicitor- general. 

21. War between Russia and Sweden. 

July. A man named Charles Craddock 
threw himself from the Monument and was 
instantly killed ; a coroner’s jury brought 
in a verdict of lunacy. 

12. Parliamentary session ended. 

13* Hail Storm in France. — On Sun- 
day, about nine in the morning, the most 
fertile parts of this country were suddenly j 
visited by a tempest of unexampled violence. I 
Wind, hail, rain, and lightning, seemed to I 
contend for mastery, and in about one hour ! 
the rich prospects of autumn were converted 
into a scene of arctic desolation. The soil | 
was saturated into a morass, the standing : 
corn beaten into a quagmire, the vines ! 
broken into pieces, fruit trees of every kind ' 
were demolished, robust forest trees yielded 
to the blast, and the hail lay unmelted in 
heaps like rocks of ice. — (Ann, Reg., xxxi. | 
29.) The country people, on their way to j 
church, thrown down in the fields by the fury I 
of the hurricane, and nearly suff ocated, as 
they lay, by the water and mud ; concluded it 
to he the end of the world, and scarcely at- 
tempted to extricate themselves. The hail i 
was composed of large angular pieces of | 
•olid ice, some of them weighing from eight ! 
to ten ounces, and as hard as diamonds. \ 

17. A desperate sea-fight in the Gulf 
of Finland, between the Russian fleet, com- 
manded by admiral Greig, an Englishman, 
and the Swedish fleet, commanded by the 
king’s brother, the duke of Sudermania; 
both parties claimed the victory, and only 
one ship was taken by either side. 

The lord chancellor refused the certifi- 
cate of a bankrupt who bad lost five 
pounds at one game of cards. 

4. The poll for the city of West- 


minster finally closed : the numbers were, 
for lord Hood, 5669 ; for lord J. Towns- 
hend, 6392. 

6. A man being killed in a prize-fight 
at Brighton, in the presence of the prince 
of Wales, the prince declared that he would 
not in future patronize or be present at any 
pugilistic contest. 

8. At Dublin, a quantity of fish was 
found floating in the harbour, many dead 
and others dying ; the only reason assign- 
ed is, that a large quantity of lime had 
been thrown in^o the water. 

Upwards of 5000 head of horned cattle 
perished from want of sustenance, owing 
to the dryness of the season. 

16. French Finances. — The French 
court, by an arret of council, avowed its 
inability to meet the demands on the royal 
treasury, and directed that payments in 
future should be made partly in cash, and 
partly in notes bearing an interest of five 
per cent. The clamciur caused by this an- 
nunciation of bankruptcy drove the arch- 
bishop of Toulouse from the management 
of the finances. He was succeeded by M. 
Necker, the banker of Geneva, who was 
again called to the arduous post he had 
filled previously to M. «le Oalonne. Hii 
reputation for financial talent temporarily 
restored public confidence. 

Sept, 3. William Brodie and George 
Smith were tried and convicted at Kdiii- 
burgh for breaking open the exci.se office in 
Scotland, and condemned to die ; Brodie 
inherited a considerable estate and 10,000/. 
in money at the death of his father, all of 
which he dissipated at the gaming-table. 

William Scott knighted and appointed 
advocate-general. 

20. A white partridge shot near Oxford. 

Oct, Symptoms of mental derangement 
appeared in the king. 

5. Ashkmuly of Notadlks. — A second 
meeting of the Notables was convened on 
the subject of aKseinbling the State.vGeue- 
ral of tne kingdom ; when it appeared to 
be the unanimous opinion that the states- 
general should he modelled according to 
the precedent of 1614. The court publish- 
ed its decision (Dec. 27th) a fortnight 
after the Notables were dissolve*!, by which 
it was decreed that the deputies to the en- 
suing states-gcneral should be at least 
1000; that the representation should bear 
as near a proportion as possible to the jm- 
pulation aud taxable contributions of the 
different baiJlages ; and that the Tiers 
should equal in representatives the other 
two orders of nobles and clergy collectively. 

11. Lambeth palace robbed sf plate to 
the amount of 2000/. 

Nov. 5. It being4he birth-day of Wilb**^ 
HI. and the centenary of the Revolution 
of 1688, these events wero celebrated with 
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triumph in London, Edinburgh, and 
Dublin. At the dinner of the Revolution 
Society at the London Tavern, upwards of 
800 gentlemen were present, earl Stanhope 
in the chair. At the whig club held at the 
Crown and Anchor, the duke of Portland 
in the chair, Mr. Sheridan, after paying an 
eloquent tribute to the memory of the de- 
liverer, proposed resolutions for erecting a 
monument at Runnimead in honour of the 
event. 1 000/. was subscribed. 

19. King’s illness first made public. 

30. A hard frost which lasted nearly two 
months, the Thames frozen over. On the 
Continent the winter was unusually severe. 

A new comet discovered at Paris. 

Dec. 4. A report of the privy council, 
containing the examination of the kind’s 
physicians of the preceding day, laid before 
parliament. 

9. Died, aged 74, Jonathan Shipley, 
bishop of St. Asaph ; an eminent prelate, 
who singly distinguished himself among 
his episcopal brethren as the firm opponent 
of the American war. 

Question ov the Regency. — ^The exer- 


of the regent.” Au amendment was moved, 
to the efiect of vesting the governmeut 
unrestrictedly in the prince of Wales : It 
was negatived, as was a similar amend, 
ment moved by lord Rawdoii in the upper 
house. Addresses were voted by the city 
of London and most corporations and coun- 
ties, highly approving the conduct of mi- 
nisters in this constitutional emergency. 

17. The fortress of Oczakuv, having 
been besieged and bravely defended by the 
Turks since July, was carried by assault 
by the Russians under prince Potemkin ; 
the garrison, which originally amounted to 
20,000 men, being put to the sword. 

30. Mr. Pitt wrote a letter to the prince 
of Wales, informing him of the intention 
of ministers relative to the regency. 

Charles II L, king of Spain, died, and was 
succeeded by his son, Charles IV'. 

A great scarcity of water prevailed this 
year in Scotland. 

Annual Obituary. — James Stuart, au- 
thor of the Antiquities of Athens. Mrs. 
George Anne Bellamy, a once celebrated 
actress. Solomon Gesner, author of the 


cise of the royal power being interrupted Death of Abel. Count de Buifon, the cele- 
by the king s illness, the leaders of the two hated French naturalist. Thomas Gainsbo- 
great parties in the commons were divided rough, an^eminent^portrai^imd landscape 


on the moile of supplying the deficiency. 
On the 10th inst. Mr. Pitt moved for a com- 
mittee to search for precedents : to this Mr. 

’ Fox decidedly objected, declaring that the 
heir-apparent, being of full ag€l74iad the 
same right to the exercise of the executive 
power as in the event of the king’s death. 
But the minister pronounced this doctrine 
little short of /reason to the constitution, 
and contended that the prince of Wales 
had no more claim to the regal functions 
than any n/her person ; it devolving entirely 
on the two remaining branches of the 
legislature to supply the temporary chasm 
in the thinl estate. The question was agi- 
tated in the upper house, and lor<l Camden 
with great ability controverted the uncon- 
stitutional dogmas of Mr. Fox. Even the 
prince of Wales seemed to dissent from the 
pari taken by bis jiersonal friends, and the 
duke of York in his name desired that 
** the question iniglit be waved ” Public opi- 
nion was with Mr. Pilt, and his popularity 
reached nearly the same heighi as at the 
commencement of his political career, Se- 


painter. Perceval Pott, F.R.S., an eminent 
surgeon. At Petersburgh, admiral Greig, an 
English naval officer in the service of Rus- 
sia, and who commanded their fleet in the 
late engagement with the Swedes. 

Germany. — ^The emperor, at the instiga- 
tion of Catherine of Russia, plunged into a 
disastrous war with the Turks. He opened 
the campaign on the Danube at the head of 
a grand army, but the advantages chiefly 
lay on the side of the enemy. In Novem- 
ber an armistice was concluded, and he 
returned to his capital impaired in consti- 
tution and broken in spirits. The discon- 
tents of his Hungarian and Flemish sub- 
jects augmented his chagrin and disappoint- 
ments. To the latter he had assured the 
enjoyment of their civil and religious 
rights, yet he forcibly attempted to alter 
their ecclesiastical government and control 
the universities. Influenced by a rich cler- 
gy, the people resisteil ; tumults arose, and 
much blood was shed. At Louvaine and 
at Antwerp the rectors and students were 
expelled at the point of the bayonet. Many 


ewnded, too, by a large majoritv, he was res^iectable inhabitants quitted the coun^, 
enabled, on the 16th inst., to carry the fol- and commerce and manufactures declin^. 

’ • - / . — . ithanck rhe contest between political 

reform and despotism seemed hastening to 
a crisis. The course of the king was vaci- 
lating ; it was marked by alternate attempts 
at coercion and concession ; ministers wer« 


lowing declaratory resolutions : — 1. ** That 
the roy^ authority was interrupfwl ^ 

4i'ri._t duty of parliament to 

le the means of supplying the defect,” 
lent debate ensued, but terminated 

> minister's favour by 268 against 204. suddenly dismissed and reca c » 
le 23rd a third resolution was carried ments were threatened. ^ remon- 

irixinnr fn iifR* nrisoned. That of Fans hav - 


‘That it was the duty of parliament to 
provide the means of supplying the defect,” 

A violent debate ensued, but terminated 
in the m 
On the i 

authorizing ** the lord chancellor to affix prisoned. That 
the great seuf to such a bill of limitations straled against the imr‘»8onn ^ 

«« Wight be necomry to witrietth* power their iiicai>>ers, the monarch told tnea 
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^'not to demand from his justice what 
solely depended on his will which elicited 
strong resolutions against Uttrcs de cachet 
as inconsistent with personal security. New 
acts of authority were followed by fresh 
remonstrances, till at length the court deter- 
mined to institute a supreme tribunal, 
called la cour pleniere, which assumed the 
legislative functions of the parliaments, and 
reduced them to simple judicatories. It 
was protested against, several peers joining 
therein, and some of the parliamentarians 
were arrested, their place of meeting hav- 
ing been first surrounded by a regiment of 
guards. Meanwhile great disturbances 
prevailed in the provinces, and the military 
were called in to quell them. The finances 
were in extreme disorder and the govern- 
ment could only meet its engagements by 
a compulsory issue of paper. Public dis- 
contents were further aggravated by an 
enormous rise in the price of provisions, 
occasioned by the severity of the winter 
and the terrible hurricane of July that had 
destroyed the harvest and vintage. Alarm- 
ed by these gathering clouds, the court 
rescinded or suspended the execution of its 
arbitrary ordinances ; a second convention 
of the Notables was summoned, and the 
great event of the assembling of the si atks 
OKNERAL for the ensuing year resolved 
upon. 

1789, Jan* 1. Died, Fletcher Norton, 
lord Grantley, formerly speaker of the 
house of commons. Next day the speaker, 
Mr. Cornwall, died, and was succeeded by 
Mr. William Grenville. 

14. A thaw, after an intense frost of 
upwards of seven weeks. 

26. The diet of Stockholm opened by 
the king in a long and eloquent speech.' 
Finding the nobles opposed to him, but the 
other three orders in Ids favour, he impri- 
soned the chief of them and made himself 
absolute. 

The quackery of animal magnetism in- 
troduced into England from France. 

Feb, 3, Rcoency Hilt..— This measure was 
introduced by Mr. Pitr, agreeably to the 
resolutions already mentioned (/Jec. 10); 
but while its clauses were under discu'.sion 
the king was announced (19th inst.) to be 
convalescent. Its limitations seem to have 
been well contrived for keeping the regent 
subordinate to the miuisby. The queen 
was to have the c ustody of the royal per- 
son and the appoinlment t<i places in the 
household* As regent, the prince of W- ales 
had no power to grant any tPRce, reversion 
or pension except during the king's plea- 
sure i and the grant of the peerage was in- 
terdicted, The Irish parliament was dis- 
posed to invest the prince with the unre- 
stricted sovereignty, and addresses were 
TOtfd on the 1 1th inst. by both houses to 
affect; but his majesty’s recovery 


averted any difficulties that might have 
arisen from a collision between the legisla- 
tures of the two kingdoms. The king’s ap- 
probation of the proceedings of Mr. Pitt 
soon became manifest, by the dismissal of 
those holding removable ofifices who had 
opposed him; among them the duke of 
Queeusberry, the marquis of Lothian, and 
lords Carteret and Malms bury. 

Mar. 1 0. A splendid illumination of the 
metropolis celebrates the king’s recovery. 

The remains of Edward IV. discovered 
in St. George’s chapel ; they were found in 
a leaden and wooden cornu reduced to a 
skeleton. 

A woman, for coining, was first stran- 
gled by the stool being taken from under 
her, and then fixed to a stake aud burnt 
before the debtors’ door at Newgate. {Ann, 
Feg.^ xxxi. 203.) An act passed the fol- 
lowing year (30 Geo. HI., c. 48) lor chang- 
ing the barbarous punishment of women in 
high and petty treason. 

Apr, 7, Died, .Achinet IV., one of the 
most cnlightenud of the Turkish rulers, 
lie was succeeded by his ntqdiew Selim, 
whose first act of power was the executicn 
of the grand vizier, on the pretext that his 
misconduct had lost Oczakuv. 

13. Mr. Bacon’s famous bronze cast, 
personifying the Thames, erected in tVie 
quadrangle of Somerset-house. 

23. Anublic thanksgiving for the king’s 
recoveryffih is majesty went in grand pm- 
I cession fo St. Paul’s, where the interest of 
the scene was heightened l)y the presence 
of 6000 charity children. Next night there 
was a joyous illumination. 

28. Mutiny OK thk Bounty. — Amu- 
tiny broke out on board the Bounty, capt. 
Bligh, which sailed in the autumn of 1787 
to the Society Islands, for bread-lruit tree.s 
to plant in the West Ixidies : she had at- 
tained the object of her voyage, and was 
returning when the officer of the watch, 
assisted by part of the crew, dragged the 
captain uii deck, and committed him and 
eighteen others t<i the boat, with only 
l40lt)s. of bread, 301b8. of meat, one gallon 
and u half of rum ami a like portion of 
wine ; after having been 46 days, and tra- 
versing nearly 4000 miles in an open boat, 
they reached Timor, anil from thence pro- 
cured a vessel for Batavia. 'Hie mutineers, 
it was subsequently ascertained, directed 
their course to one of the beautiful islands 
in the Pacific, ilestroyed the shij* to remove 
all trace of their existence, and settled 
among the natives. An interesting account 
has been since given to the public ( Quarterly 
Reviewy xiii. 374.) of their habits, mode of 
life, and the deaths of the whole party 
cept one. Badnefs of the ship’s provisions 
was the alleged cause of the mutiny, and 
some slight received from the captain hy 
Christian^ the rtugleader. 
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May 2. Alderman BoydeU*s Shakspeare 
Gallery opened. 

5. Meeting ov the States General. 
—■The king opened this memorable assem- 
bly at Versailles mrith a patriotic speech^ 
and was followed by M. Necker with de- 
tails of jthe state of the national finances. 
The first business was the verification of 
the representative powers of the members. 
This the Tiers £tat insisted could only 
take place in a common assembly of the 
three estates^ voting not by orders but by 
pott. Upon this important point turned 
the ascendancy of the democracy or aris- 
tocracyi since the numbers of the third 
estate equalled that of the other two con- 
joiued^and they might expect adherents from 
both. The nobles were resolute, and form- 
ed their separate house ; the clergy waver- 
ed: after six weeks of inaction the Tiers Etat, 
at the suggestion of the Abb6 Sieves, took 
the bold step (Juno I7lh) of decliiring 
themselves the legislature, by the title of 
the National Assembly. Two days after 
they were joined hy a majoiity of the cler- 
gy, headed by the archbishop of Vienne. 
Alarmed by tliis defection, the king held a 
royal session, annulled the declaration of 
the 17tli, propounded a new constitution, 
and commanded the deputies of the jieople 
immediately to separate. This was the 
decisive moment. When the king retired he 
was followed by all the nobles and part of 
the clergy ; the commons remained. On 
this tlie grand-master of the ceremonies, 
addressing himself to the president, M. 
Bdilly, said, ‘‘Sir, you know the orders of 
the king.” To which the president replied, 
‘‘The people of France in their collective 
capacity have no orders to receive and 
the energetic Miralieau starting up, added, 
” Go, tell your master we are here by the 
power of the people, and that nothing >hall 
expel us but the bayonet.’’ — At the next 
sitting they were joined by the clergy 
and 49 nobles, headed by the duke of 
Orleans; and on the 27th, at the express 
desire of the king, by the remainder of the 
privileged orders. The absorption of the 
three estates in one was an error the court 
vainly tried to retrieve. 

S. Mr. Beaufoy renewed his motion of 
1787 for the repeal of the Test sad Corpo- 
ration Acts. It was supported and opposed 
by the same parties. Mr. Fox expressed his 
{Attachment to the church, but laid it down us 
a priinar}'^ axiom of policy, “ that no human 
government tiaa jutisdiction over opinions 
as such, and more particularW over religi- 
ous opinions.'* Mr. Pitt and lotd North 
Repeated “ the pompous nothings of the 
lormer session, and ine motion was rejected 

by 122 to 102 . 

22. Two of the Tower magistrates were 
unea 100/, each for discharging Charles 


Bannister and Palmer, who had been com- 
mitted as vagrants for acting plays, without 
a license, at the Royalty. 

26. Duel between the duke of York 
and colonel Lenox, at Wimbledon. 

Jime 1. A monument 107 feet high 
erected at Kelbearn to the memory of 
Buchanan, the Scottish historian. 

9. Mr. Addington elected s^ieaker in the 
room of Mr. Grenville, appointed one of 
the secretaries of state. 

10. A vessel launched at Deptford 
made of copper. 

18. King’s theatre in the Ilaymarket 
burnt. Next day the theatre royal at Man- 
chester was burnt down. 

July 2. The corn-factors waited on Mr. 
Pitt to state how far the application of 
France for 20,000 sacks of flour might be 
safely complied with. They were clearly 
of opinion it could not, though the demand 
did not exceed one week’s consumption of 
the metropolis. A similar application from 
Holland was also refused. 

6. A man for a wager walked 100 miles 
on Blackheath, in a circle of one mile, in 
twenty-two hours and a half. 

11. The publisher of the “Times’* news- 
pafHjr tried and convicted of two libels, re- 
flecting on the characters of the dukes of 
York, Gloucester, and Cumberland, stating 
them to be “ insincere*’ iu their professions of 
joy at the king’s recovery. 

'M. Necker suddenly dismissed, and or- 
dered to leave the kingdom in 24 hours. 
The national a^sembly, conceiving his dis- 
missal to bo the prelude to designs inimical 
to the new order of things, passed a resolu- 
tion that the exiled minister carried with 
him the confidence of the nation. 

13. Died, aged 64, the marquis deMira- 
bean, a warm advocate of Qnesnay’s sect of 
political economists, and author of the 
“ Ami des Homines.” He was father of the 
celebrated count Mirabeau, the fiery orator 
of the national assemldy. 

14. Capture of the Bastile. — A po- 
pular insurrection in Paris. The Bastile, a 
state prison of almost impregnabie strength, 
enthusiastically stormed by the citizens, 
aided by some of the military. The lives 
lost by the assailants were revenged by the 
massacre of the governor, and some others, 
whose heads were carried about the stieels 
u|H)n poles, and the sanguinary spirit thence 
imbilied which characterized the revolution- 
ary period. That dangerous symptom of 
faV len authority, the attachment of the sol- 

, diery to the popular cause, alarming the 
I court, orders were immediately issued for 
J the removal of the troops assembled in the 
I vicinity of the capital, and the recall of 
Necker. , , . 

If*. La Fayette appiiinted commander of 
the national guards ol l^.iris. 
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22. The count d ’Artois, marshal Broglio, 
the prince of Cond£, and other leaders of 
the court faction, alarmed at popular ex- 
cesses, retired to Goblentz. 

Aug, 4. Feudal privileges and tithes 
abolished by the national assembly. 

16. A famine at Paris. 

20. Declaration of Rights. — The na- 
tional assembly issued the following decla- 
ration of rights as the basis of their new 
constitution. Some of its positions are of 

a uestionable soundness ; but, on the whole, 
tiis first essay at the promulgation of a 
national primer evinced, amidst the storms 
in which it was concocted, extraordinary 
ability, and is valuable as a summary of the 
ideas on morals, laws, and government, 
held by the chief actors in the first stage of 
the Revolution: — 1. Men were born, and 
always continue free and equal with respect 
to their ri^ts. Civil distinctions, therefore, 
can be fomided only on public utility. 2. 
The end of all political associations is the 
preservation of the natural and imprescrip- 
tible rights of man ; and these rights are 
liberty, property, security, and resistance to 
oppression. 3. The nation is essentially 
the source of all sovereignty. 4. Political 
liberty consists in doing whatever does not 
injure another. 5. The law ought only to 
prohibit actions hurtful to society. 6. The 
law is an expression of the will of the com- 
munity. All ou^ht to concur personally, 
or by representation, in its formation. All 
being equal in its sight, are equally eligible 
to offices and honours, according to their 
virtues and talents. 7. No man should be 
accused, arrested, or imprisoned, except as 
determined by the law. 8. No one ought 
to be punished excejit in virtue of a law 
previously promulgated. 9. Kver)' man to 
be presumed innocent till conviction of 
guilt. 10. No man ought to he molested 
on account of his opinions — not even his 
religious ones — provided his avowal of them 
does not disturb the public jieace. 11. 
Every man may freely speak, write, and 
publish his opinions, being res|)oiisible for 
the abuse of this liberty in cases determined 
by the law. 12. A public force can only 
be maintained for the public benefit. 13. 
Public contributions ought to lie propor- 
tioned to the means of individuals. 14. 
Every citizen, by himself or representative, 
has a right to determine the amount anci 
appropriation of public contributions. 1 5. 
Public servants ^ra responsible for their 
conduct. 1G. Every community, in which 
a separation of powers a: d a security of 
rights are not provided fur, wants a consti- 
tution. 17. The right to property being %n- 
vioiobk and mered, no one ought to be de~ 
primed of iif except in cases of evident public 
mceeeitgf tegaUg usceriainedy and on condi^ 
iwm efa premwijuMt indemniig. 


Sept, 5. The Carron foundry* in Scot- 
land, consumes 11,000 tons of coals per 
week, at 4s. per ton ; and the consumption 
of each day is equal to that of the city of 
Edinburgh during a whole week. As many 
coals therefore are consumed in these works 
as would suffice a city of 700,000 inhabi- 
tants. One thousand workmen are employ- 
ed, whose wages amount to 700/. a week. 

28. Died, the ingenious but eccentric 
Thomas Day, the author of ** Sandfurd and 
Merton." He adopted twb foundling girls, 
with a view of training them agreeably to 
some of the educational reveries of Rous- 
seau ; but they disappointed his expecta- 
tions, though they turned out desirving 
women. Mr. Day was the uniitnely victim 
of his benevolent notions, being killed by 
a fall from a young horse, which he would 
not allow to be broken in the usual manner. 

Oct. 6. A scarcity of bread at Paris in- 
flamed the fury of the populace, who pro- 
ceeded to Versailles, where they made .an 
attack by night on the palace. Amidst the 
confusion, the royal family were brought, 
in great danger of their lives, to Paris, and 
were followed by the national assembly. 

21. The duke of Orleans arrived in Lon- 
don, having been got out of the way at the 
instance of La Fayette, to stop the iiuschiev- 
ous part he whs acting in the Revolution. 

Nov. Early this mouth the national as- 
sembly effected a complete revolution in 
their polity, laws, and government. Lettres 
de cachet and the distinction of orders were 
abolished. The local divisions of provinces 
were abrogated by dividing France into 83 
departments, which were subdivided into 
districts and cantons. A scheme of repre- 
sentation was introduced, founded upon 
combined ratios of population, tmritory, 
and taxation. Monastic institutions were 
suppressed, and the ancient pruvinci.il par- 
liaments superseded by new courts of jus- 
tice with trial by jt»ry« 

.*>, At a meeting of the Revolution So- 
ciety, earl Stanhope in the chair, it was re- 
solved that a congratulatory address should 
be presented to the national assembly of 
France on the regeneration of their country. 
This was a whig association, instituted to 
celebrate the birth-day of William III* 
Prior to the assembling of the members 
at the usual place of festivity, Dr. Price de- 
ivered an eloquent discourse at the Dis- 
senters’ chapel in the Obi Jewry, on the 
“ Love of our Country,’* in which he ex- 
patiated in an animated strain on passing 
events, and iudulgecl in sanguine aspira- 
tions on the future happiness and liberties of 

mankind. 

19. The Severn and Thames uniled by 
the Stroud canaL through the vale of Chal- 
ford, to the height of 343 feet, by 
23. ThopubTi.h«rofth*“THiie» 
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July 11) sentenced to pay a fine of 50/., be 
imprisoned twelve months in Newgate, to 
stand in the pillory at Charing-cross, and 
find security lor good behaviour fur seven 
years. 

27. The national assembly ejected from 
their benefices the refractory priests. 

30. The Flemings finding they had no 
alternative between implicit submission to 
the arbitrary innovations of the emperor, 
and resistance, boldly took the latter part, 
declaring themselves independent of Aus- 
tria. 

Dec , 1. Dr. Herschel discovered a seventh 
satellite moving round Saturn, nearer to 
his body than any of the rest. 

7. The north wing of Iluughton-hall, 
with many valuable paintings, burnt. 

8. The printer of the “ Morning Herald” 
convicted of a libel on the house of com- 
mons. 

Monstrosity. — Mr. Everard Home re- 
cords a singular case ( Phihsophical Trans - 
aclions, Ixxxii., pt. 2) of a child born with 
two heads. The body was naturally formed, 
but the head appeared double ; there being, 
besides the proper head of the child, ano. 
ther of the same size, and, to appearance, 
almo.st equally perfect, attached to its up- 
per pari. This uppbr head was inverted, 
so that they seemed to bo two separate 
heads unitetl together by a firm adhesion be- 
tween their crowns, but without any inden- 
tation at their union, there being a smooth 
continued surface from one to the other. 
It lived nearly three years. 

Annual Obiti ary. — Joscjih Baretti, a 
scholar, and friend of Dr. Johnson. At 
Paris, by suicide, M. Larnoignon, lat 
keeper of the seals, and zeab)us reformer of 
the criminal law. John I'.lwes, M.P., the 
noted miser. Mrs. Brooke, author of 
“ Emily Moiitagu.” Eiirl ('owjHjr, prince 
of the (ierman empire. Duchess of Al- 
bany, natural daughter to tlie late pre- 
tender : she was the last direct descendant 
,(if a natural child can he so called), except 
’ cardinal York, of the Stuart family. 

1790. Jan , French Rkyoi.v itun. — Tliis 
extraordinary movement had ni)W assun;etl 
an aspect that astonished adjoining states. 
In six months all that previously existeti 
in France had been subverted. Monarchy 
nobility, the clnirch, corporations, laws, 
judicial establishments, and local buun 
daries had fallen in rapid succession be< 
neatli the sweeping scythe of the national 
asseinhly; and what new forms of order 
might arise, it was premature to discern. In 
general, the commencement of the Revo- 
lution had been viewed with approbation by 
the people of England, as a laudable eflirrt 
ot popular energy to abate the enormous 
evils of an old and oppressive despotism ; 
out its destroying and sanguinary course 


ipeedily converted rnany of its warmest 
^artisans into determined foes. This, how- 
ver, was subsequent to the meeting of 
•arliament, prior to which it does nut ap- 
lear there was any public expression of 
issatisfaction or alarm. Several of the 
eform societies sent letters of coogratula- 
lon to the French leaders, and opened a 
:orrespondence with them. The example 
>f France was even so far imitated, that 
:lubs were formed in many of the most 
lonsiderable towns, with the avowed pur- 
pose of obtaining piditical reformation by 
>ther means than those which the const!- 
ution pointed out as legitimate. 

1. The annual ode of the laureate, 
sually performed at court on New Year’s 
Day, discontinued. 

The states (»f the Austrian Netherlands 
intered into an offensive and defensive 
[lion, distinguished by the title of the 
United Belgic States. 0 

‘20. Dkatii of John Howard. — This 
elebraterl philanthropist breathed his last, 
n the 63rd year of his age, at Cherson, a 
emote settlement of Russia, on the Black 
Sea. His death was occasioned by dis- 
harging an act of humanity, in visiting a 
>atient afflicted with a contagious fever. 
Je was tlie genius of active benevolence, 
and honoured throughout Europe. Ed- 
mund Burke’s well-known eulogium on his 
^.rison labours, addressed to the electors of 
Bristol, cannot be surpassed. Mr. How- 
ard's decease was announced in the ^‘Lon- 
ioii Gazette.” an unprecedented honour. 

21. Parliament opened by the king, with- 
out s{H>cial allusion to French affairs. The 
SLMitimeots of the court, however, were ap- 
parent from the speech of lord V^alletort, 
who moved the address, and stigmatized 
them in no measured terms. As his ma- 
jesty went to the house, a half-pay lieu- 
tenant, found to be insane, threw a stone 
into his carriage. 

28. The Jews admitted to the rights of 
French citizenship. 

Feh. 3. Mr. Walter brought from New- 
gate, and sentenced to pay a fine of 100/. 
for a libel in the “Times” newspaper on 
the prince of W’ales ; and the like sum for 
a lit el on the duke of Clarence. 

9. Mr. Burke supported a reduction in 
the peace establisliment. France,” said 
the orator, “ has hitherto been our first ob- 
ject in all considerations cv.nceruing the 
balance of power. But France is in a po- 
litical light to be condidered as expunged 
out of the system of Europe. W hether she 
could ever apj>ear in it again, as a leading 
power, was not easy to determine ; but at 
jmsent he considcJed Fiance as not poli- 
tically existing, and most a>suredly it 
would take much time to restore her to her 
former ocf iVe Ho then contmstod 
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the different characters of the French and 
the English Revolutions, and denounced 
the “wiorf declaration of rights.’* Mr. Fox 
respectfully dissented, and said, “in 1G88 
we had only a constitution to preserve; 
whereas the French had one to create.** 
Mr. Sheridan followed in less measured 
terms, and tried to extenuate popular ex* 
cesses on the ground of long-standing abuse 
and oppression. Mr. Pitt observed a politic 
silence, only complimenting Mr. Burke on 
his zeal in dei'eiice of the constitution. 
These differences, however, soon spread be- 
yond parliament, and the nation became 
divided into acrimonious parties. 

10. The celebrated Phillidor played 
three games of chess, biindfolded^ with 
three different persons at once. He giiined 
the two he played with Dr. Roget and Mr. 
Smith, and the third, with count Bruhl. 
w'as a drawn game. The moves were made 
tor him as 11^ directed. 

13. Monastic establishments suppressed 
in France to the number of 4500, and their 
revenues confiscated ; allowing, however, the 
friars and nuns to contioue in the observ- 
ance of their monastic vows, gi anting them 
pensions fur their support, and allowing the 
liims to reside during pleasure in the con* 
vents. 

IG. Trial of Hastinos. — The charge 
respecting presents was recapitulated ; but 
the court sat only thirteen days during the 
session. Public enthusiasm had abated, 
and many began to sym[)athi8e with the 
accused, who seemed destined to live a life 
of im|)eachment. Only three articles of 
the general charge, out of twenty-two, were 
yet closed ; so that all parties w'cre likely 
to be dead before the trial reached its legal 
termination. The real merits of the case 
were lost in the immensity of detail. 

Weatminster-hall,” Mr. Belsham ob- 
serves, “ was converted into a lyceum ; a 
school of eloquence ; and all was seen con- 
fused and magnified through the mists of 
rhetorical declamation.” If Mr. Hastings 
were clearly guilty, so much circumlocution 
and ampliheation were needless to prove it. 
This became the general feeling; and to- 
wards the close of the session a re. solution 
moved by Mr. Burke jiassed, “ That the 
house do authorise the manage '.s to insist 
only upon such and so many charges as 
may appear to them conducive to the ob- 
taining speedy and tfTectual justice.*’ 
Complaint having made of a publica- 
tion in a newspaper, by major Scott, grossly 
'neflectiug on the conduct of the managers, 
After considerable deflate, the major was 
ordered to be reprimanded by the speaker. 

18. Died, in his 49th year, Joskpii II.. 
emperor of Germany, an uusucce-sful, be- 
cause intemperate, reformer, who proceeded 
without due regard to the babite and pre- 


judices of his subjects, He was succeeded 
by his brother Leopold, grand-duke of 
'1 uscany, who immediately tried to recover 
back the government of the Netherlands, 
in which enterprise he succeeded by pro- 
mising to govern them according to their 
ancient charters and institutions. 

25. The common-council of London 
resolved, by a large majority, to oppose the 
repeal of the Corooration and Test Acts. 

Mar, 2. Mr. Fox moved for the repeal 
of the Test Acts, but the house was more 
opposed to repeal than on the two former 
occasions, when brought forward by Mr. 
Beaufoy, a partisan of the minister. The 
majority against repeal had now swelled to 
189, in place of 20. Societies had been 
formed, and an alarm got up that the 
ciiUKcii was in danoku. 

4. Flood’s Motion. — At the same in- 
auspicious period, Mr. Flood moved for a 
bill to amend the representation in parlia- 
ment. The plan proposed for this purpose 
was the addition of 1 00 members, to be 
elected by the resident householders in 
every county. It was opposeti by Mr.Wind- 
hiun, the eccentric mt-mber for Norwich. 
The question, he said, had subsided since 
the American war, pnd who w'ouUl be 
mad enough to advise them to repair their 
house in the hurricane srasort Mr. Pitt 
assented to this reasoning, but assured the 
house that he would again introduce the 
subject at “ a more seasonable opportuni- 
ty.” Motion withdrawn. 

20. In digging fur a wet duck at Black-* 
wall, after passing several strata of sand, 
clay, &c., hazel-trees, with nuts upon them, 
wern tbuiid. 

Game laws abolished in France. 

.31. Mr. Dundas brought forward in the 
commons the India budget, exhibiting, a 
great improvement in the affairs and re- 
venues of the Company under the present 
administration of the marquis Cornwallis. 

A grant passed the great seal to earl 
Stanhope for his new-invented method of 
conduciing vessels without sails, against 
wind, waves, current, and tide. 

Apr. 14. William Piilteuey, esq., insti- 
tuted a professorship of agriculture in the 
university of Edinburgh; Dr. Coventry 
the first professor. 

15. In bringing forward the bluokt, 
Mr. Pitt expatiated on the prosperous state 
of the kingdom and the national finances, 
which he mainly ascrilied to the ezcelleiicy 
of the constitution. The produce of the 
consolidated fund had increased hall a mil- 
lion over the average of the three preceding 

17. Death or De. Fiunei.in.— This ce- 
lebrated philosophai* and statesman 
his eventful and useful life in the 8otn 
year of hit agt, having aoine time previously 
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retired from public business inconsequence 
of increasing infirmities. The estimation 
in which Dr. Franklin was lield is shewn 
by his decease being honoured by a public 
mourning in France and America. Next 
to Washington, he contributed most esscn- 
tiully to estabiishi first, the independence, 
and next, the internal peace and quiet go- 
vernment of his country. In the practical 
wisdom that adapts means to ends, he was 
perhaps never surpassed. He was attentive 
to his own interests, but was always ready 
to render to others offices of kindness and 
humanity. The prudential virtues of* in- 
dustry, frugality, perseverance, foresight, 
order, and uprightness, had conducted him 
to eminence : what had profited himself, 
he inculcated. He was the appropriate 
teacher of a rising community ; a saving of 
time and a saving of money; patience, 
economy, and abstinence from vain and 
iincertaiii pursuits, forming the stamina of 
his ethical monitions. 

18. Assignats first issued by the French. 

May 5. A hot press on the Thames. 

6. Affair op Nootka Sound.-A message 
from the king informed the commons of a 
misunderstanding with Spain. It originated 
in the establishment by an Knglish trader 
of u small settlement for the purpose of 
carri'ing on the fur trade at Nootka Sound, 
on the north-west coast of America, the li- 
berty for which he had purchased from 
the Indian chief of the district. In 
1789, two English vessels were seized by 
the commander of a Spanish frigate, who 
made the crews prisoners, took possession 
of the lands on which the buildings 
for a settlement were erected, pulling 
down the British flag and hoisting the 
Spanish, declaring that all the lands com- 
pri««d between Cape Horn and the 60th 
degree of north latitude, belonged to his 
c;itiiolic majesty. Negotiations respecting 
this act had been carried on between the 
two courts, which had not produced an ac- 
commodation, and the royal message ex- 
pressed a determination to support English 
interests. An address in accordance with 
this resolution was unanimously vvitetl, 
which was followed by a vote of cre<lit for 
a million. Vigorous preparations were 
made for war on both sides ; '>ut Spain 
finding she could expect no co-operation 
from France, and unwilling to engage singly 
in a contest with Britain, the dispute was 
adjusted by a convention, in which Spain 
agreed to reHore the settlement at Nootka, 
with reparation for the injury inflicted ; and 
also to a free navig^ation and fishery in the 
Facific Gcean by British subjects, stipulating 
only, to guard against tmiiggling , that they 
should not approach within ten leagues of 
part of the coast already occupied by 
opain. During the fummer, hostilitiei were 


generally anticipated from this affair, and 
the country incurred an expenditure of 
three millions in warlike preparations. 

June 12. Parliament dissolved by pro- 
clamation. 

16. Mr. Horne Tooke nominates himself 
as a third candidate for Westmiiihter. At 
the close of the poll (July 2) the numbers 
were, C. J. Fox, 3516 ; lord Hood, 3217 ; 
J. H. Tooke, 1697. Mr. Tooke made a 
patriotic speech, in which he complimented 
the independent electors who bad supported 
him. 

19, Hereditary nobility abolished in 
France ; likewise all titles, blazonry, coats 
of arms, and liveries : in short, all memorials 
of heraldry and ancestry. 

22. The heat of the weather intense ; 
the thermometer rose to 80^^. Several storms 
of thunder and lightning, which did con- 
siderable damage. 

24. Aldermen Curtis,\Vatson, Bewes, and 
Sawbridge returned for the. city of London. 

29. J«»hn Wilkes, esq., having met with 
an unfavourable reception from the free- 
holders, declined again offering himself 
for Middlesex ; and Messrs. Main waring 
and Byng were elected. 

July 8. Uenwick Williams, called the 
monster, convicted of cutting the garments 
<»f Mi*»s Porter. Being a new crime, judge 
Buller reserved his case for the opinion of 
the judges, whether it was a felony or mis- 
demeanor only. The fellow was a dancing- 
master, and had been a dangerous nuisance 
in the metropolis. His practice was to fol- 
lt»w well-dressed ladies in the streets, U’ho 
were unprotecteil, cut their clothes, and 
often wound their persons. 

In a peat-hog at Doiinadea, 17 feet be- 
low the suiface, was found the skeleton of 
an Irish chief, 8 feet 2J inches in length, 
with a spear 7 feet long by the side of it ; 
but the handle mouldered away on exposure 
to the air. There were besides in the coffin 
two small urns of brass, on which were en- 
graven ligures of the sun and moon, of ex- 
quisite workmanship, though very antique. 
— jinn, Heg.j xxxii., 210. 

14, Annivkksauy of the Urvoi.ution. 
— ^The taking of the Bastile was ce- 
lebrated throughout France, especially 
in Paris, with great solemnity, in the 
Champ de Mars. The king, for whom a 
throne had been erected, took a solemn 
oath to maintain the constitution. The 
national assembly and the armed citizens 
re{)eatetl it, which was taken on the same 
day throughout the entire kingdom. In 
England also, the occasion was commemo- 
rated. Upwanls of 600 persons dined at 
the Crown and Anchor tavern to celebrate the 
I4th of July ; lord Stanhope in the chair. 

17. Death of Adam Smith.— This well- 
kQpwa fiuthor jutd been rector of the um- 
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venit^ of Gla8g;oW) and held the oflRce of 
commissioner of customs in Scotland at the 
time of his death, in the 67th year of his 
age. The fame of Dr. Smith’s “ Theory of 
Moral Sentiments” has been eclipsed by 
that of his more celebrated production, 
An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of 
the Wealth of Nations,” the importance of 
which has been constantly increasing with 
the increasing opulence and commerce of 
the country. Its great merit at the time of 
publication consisted in a masterly exposi> 
tion of principles hitherto imperlectly de- 
fined ; in showing their practical operation 
and dependence ; and in their elucidation 
by striking facts and observations ; all in 
a style of great clearness and aptitude. The 
ground had been partially explored before 
by Vanderlint {Dugald Stewards Biog, 
AUmoirSy 134), sir James Stewart, and the 
French economists, but not so scientifically. 
Smith exhausted his subject so far as re- 
lates to the accumulation of national 
wealth: its distribution and influence on 
public happiness ; the co-equality of popu- 
lation with subsistence, the nature of rent, 
and the representative medium of exchange, 
were the points he left imperfectly in- 
festigated. 

28. The Forth and Clyde navigation, 
from sea to sea, opened. The junction be- 
tween the Coventry and Birmingham canals 
effected, by which boats pass twice a week 
between London and Birmingham. 

-^ug, ‘28. Powell, the ])edestrian, ar- 
rived at the Monument, having performed 
the journey from London to York and 
hack in five days, 16 hours, and ten mi- 
nutes. It was the third time he had exe- 
mted this walking tour. 

Sept. 9. M. Necker resigned. His po- 
pularity had declined in consequence of 
entertaining opinions too moderate fur the 
period, and Miral^eaii’s intrigues against him. 

17. Barrington, the pickpocket, convicted 
of stealing a watch at Kiifieid races. He 
made a clever defence ; and on receiving 
sentence, apologised for his evil practices 
by alleging that he had not met the en- 
couragement in life due to his abilities. 
He was in his 32iid year, and had a nar- 
row escape from justice before. 

18 . Died, in his 45th yeai, Henry Fre- 
derick, duke of Ciimherland, brother to the 
king. He married Mrs. Horton, by whom 
he had no iss> e ; and the match, which 
was eonstdeied upgrading, gave rise to the 
Royal Marriage Act (ante 487 ). 

bci, 3L Riot among thr frame-work knit- 
ietn St Nottingham. Military called in, and 
40 of the rioters seized. 

Aov. 20. New dock, Blackwell, opened. 
24* Died, his 73rd year, Rob but 
Hairnv, LL.D., a Scottish clergyman, and 
autbai of a valuable HUtory of Great 


Britain to the Accession of Edward VI. 
distinguished by a lucid style, accuracy of 
research, and a classified arrangement of 
subjects. Though at first opposed, it soon 
became popular aud profitable to the author, 
obtaining for him a pension of 100/. a 
year, and net gain of 3,300/.— Li/e prefixed 
to Hist. Gt. Bntaint i., 17. 

26 . Mbbtino ok thk Nbw Parliament. 
—Mr. Addington was unanimously re- 
chosen speaker. In the opening speech no 
allusion was made to France. Before the 
recess an important question was mooted ; 
namely. Whether an im()eachment by the 
commons did not remain in statu quo, not- 
withstanding the intervention of a dissolu- 
tion of parliament ? And Mr. Burke mov- 
ing (Dec. 17) that the impeuchnieiit was 
still pending, it was carried without a di- 
vision, being ably supported by the speaker, 
though opposed by the entire legal phalanx, 
including Krskine, Milford, Hardinge, and 
sir John Seott. 

Lord Kenyon decided this term that 
the keeper of a livery-stahlo cannot detain 

horse for his keep, though an innkeeper 
can. 

Dec. 10. A convention signed between 
the English, Austrian, Prussian, and Dutch 
ministers, relative to the affairs of the 
Low Countries. 

‘22. Ismael stormed by general Suvarof, 
with horrible slaughter of its Turkish de- 
fenders and inhabitants. 

Galvani. of Italy, discovered the crural 
nerve of a frog to be convulsed wheu touch- 
ed with a wet knife : hence galvanism. 

Statk of Paki IKS. — The novel doctrines 
promulgated by the French Kevolutiou 
gave great animation to ])olitical coutro- 
vetsy. During the summer, Mr. Burke 
published his celebrated Kefiections on 
the French Revolution of which the ob- 
ject was to discredit that great change, and 
the principles which led to it, nut without 
severe strictures on English societies and 
meetings by which it was patronized. Jlis 
work caused a great sensation, drawing 
from one party, of which he w«is now 
deemed the champion, unbounded praise, 
while from the other it produced heated 
and angry replies. In this literary warfare 
liis most conspicuous opponent was Tho- 
mas Paine, a writer who had distiiigui.shed 
iiimself in the American war by a [>a«nph- 
let syled “ Common Sense,” which was 
very efficacious in persuading the Ameri- 
cans to make their declaration of indepen- 
dence. His present production, the “ Rights 
of Man,” though inferior to Burke’s, as a 
literary composition, was so wtdl adapted 
to common feeling and comprehension, that 
it greatly contributed to the diffusion of re- 
publican principles and the spirit ol rclorm 
ihroughout the kingdom* 
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Annual Obituary. — WilUam Cullen, Dudley Ryder and Thomaa Steele, esqrs., 
M.D., a celebrated physician, and author of appointed paymasters-general of the forces, 
medical works. Anthony Addington, M.D., *2. Death of John Wesley .-—This n*- 

father of the speaker of the house of com- markable man was in his eighty -eighth year 
inuns. Rev. Martin Madan, aged 64, au- and sixty-fifth of his ministry. Ilis labours 
thor of “ Thelypthora.*’ In the isle of in writing, preaching, and travelling had 

Skye, Flora Macdonald, the famed ad- been immense. When he commenced his 

her^nt of the pretender. Qeorgo Elliot, Itinerary, there were no turnpikes nor 

lord Heathtield, the able defender of Gib- stage-coaches further than York; he rode 

raltar. At Oxford, Thomas Warton, 100,000 miles on horseback, generally 
poet laureate, annotator and biographer, preaching two sermons every day, trcquent- 
Major- general Roy, an eminent engineer ly four or five, all. which he accomplished 
and military lurveyor. Marshal Laudohn, by early rising and punctuality. His great 
a distinguished Austrian general in the mental characteristics were energy, subtlety 
seven years’ war. Philip Yorke, earl of and ambition. His aims were benevolent, 
Hardwicke, known for his “Athenian -Let- and methodism benefited the ignorant, but 
ters,” and the publication of the corres- not, Mr. Southey thinks (^Life of IVes/ey, 
poiidence of sir Diulley Curleton, ambas- ii. 539), the educated classes. It narrowed 
sador to Holland in the reign of James 1. their views and feelings ; burthened them 
1791. Jan, 1. A solemn '/cDewmsung with forms; restricted them irom recrea- 
nt Brussels to celebrate the triumph of tions which keep the mind in health ; dis- 
niarshal Bender, in again reducing the couraged accomplishments that adorn life ; 
Flemiiigii to the Austrian yoke. separated them from general society ; and 

17. Lord Dungarvon tried at the Old substituted the desponding and precarious 
Bailey for stealing three guineas and a impulses of enthusiasm lor the cheering 
half from a wumau of the town. His lord- and steady light of Church of Knglandism. 
ship was honourably acquitted. 3. In France the silver plate oi the 

2*2. The king of France communicated churches is sent to the mint, 
to the national assembly a letter from the 4. Canada Bili..^ — M r. Pitt brought for- 
emperor of Germany, requiring that the ward a comprehensive measure lor the iu- 
decree of August 4th, of last year, for the ture government of Canada. By the pro- 
abolition of feudal rights, be annulled as posed regulations the province was divided 
respects Alsace and Lorraine. , into two distinct governments, designated 

25. Died, in his 72nd year, of dysury, ' Upper and Lower Canada. Councils, no- 
Gkoiiqk Selwyn, a celebrated wit and bon iiiinated by the king, and houses of assem- 
vivant, and formerly M,P. for Gloucester, bly chosen by the people, were established 
Mr. Selwyn took care not to be ruined by in each. The Habeas Corpus Act became 
his lively sallies (as others have been), en- a fundamental law of the new constitution, 
joying the otium cum diynitate in some and the British jiariiameut abandoned all 
valuable sinecures. He left olF gaming right of imposing any t,ixes except such as 
except for small sums, being, us he said, might be nerdful lor the regulation of 
“one of the greatest consumers of time, trade. To guard, however, against the 
fortune, constitution, and thinking.” perversion of this power, the produce of 

Feb, 21. A measure was introduced by even those taxes was to be entirely at the 
ministers for the further relief of Roman disposal of the provincial legislatures. It 
catholics. It was objected to by Mr. Fox became a law, ainl was only objected to by 
solely on the ground that it did not go far Mr. Fox on the ground that it imnecessarily 
enough. ‘^Let the statute-book,” said he, introduced into a new ciur.iiry some ot the 
“be revised, and every iniquitous law ex- anomalies of the old, in respect of heredit- 
punged which attaches penalties to mere ary honours and representation, 
opinion.” With these sentiments Mr. Burke 9. The remains ot Mr. Nvesley, alter 
and Mr. Pitt coincided, though the lat- lyiug in his Tabernacle in state, dressed in 
ter deemed it inexpedient to act upon the gown, cassock and band, which he usii- 
them. ally wore, and on his head the old clerical 

(>apt. Perry, printer of “The Argus,*’ c:ip, the Bible in one hand and a ""‘J® 
found guilty of a libel in charging govern- handkerchief in the otlur. were, agreea > y 
meiit with withholding intelligence relative to his own directions, in tbe manner o le 
to the Into dispute with Spain, for stockjob- interment of the late Mr. Whiteneld, < epo- 
bing piirnoses. sited near his chapel at the I oundry, Aloor- 

Mar,\, At the annual masquerade at fields. 
the Rutland-squaro rooms, Dublin, the po- Mr. W' alter, the proprietor of le * » 

lice attended with muskets and ImyoiietM; after an imprisonment ot sixteen / 

a riot ensued, they were overiMiwered by tbe was liberated, having received l le g 
multitude, several of them killed, and tlie panlon at the instance ot the prmce « 
gteater part imtaly wounded. 
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Affair ofOozaxov. — A message vras de- 
livered from the king on the 9th inst., import- 
ing that his efforts to effect a pacification 
between Russia and Turkey having proved 
ineffectual, he had thought it requisite, in oi^ 
der to add weight to his representations, to 
augment his naval forces. Mr. Pitt, in mov- 
ing a curres|)onding addrees. argued that it 
was necessary to check the growth of Russia, 
which was becoming dangerous to the po- 
litical system of Europe. Fox, Burke, and 
Grey joined in opposing the minister, con- 
tending that the point in dispute between 
the belligerents was only the possession of 
Oczakov, an object too insiguiticant to jus- 
tify our armed interference. The address, 
however, was carried by a majority of 93. 
In the lords, earl Fitzwilliam and others 
deprecated a war with Russia, and it be- 
coming manifestly unpopular in the nation 
the minister thought ht to desist, alter a 
very useless expense in hostile armaments. 

Jpr, 2. Deatu ok Mikaue.vu. — T his 
celebrated orator of the Constituent Assem- 
bly was in his 43rd year, and the eldest son | 
of the author of the •* Ami des Ilommes.'* 
He had been alternately the object of the 
idolatry and execration of the Parisians, 
accordingly as he had oscillated between 
the royalist and jiopular parties. It was 
thought (vainly perhaps) had he lived he 
might have been able to guide the course 
of the revolution, and his death was deem- 
ed a public loss ; but in the following year, 
when it was discovered that he had been in 
treaty with the court, his remains were ig- 
nomiiiiously removed from the Pantheon. 
Dying prematurely it is likely his powers 
have been over-estimated. M. Dumont, 
who well knew him, says, what he j)Os- 
sessed beyond other men was an eloquent 
and impassioned soul.” ( liecailectiom of 
Count AJirabeau. 222). H is literary acquire- 
ments were superficial : he was lict-ntious ; 
more a man of action than conception, aiul 
possessed a ready tact in availing himself 
of the ideas of others, which he embodied 
with theatrical and sometimes electric 
efiect. According to the authority jiiNt 
quoted, he was an aristocrat in principle, 
but a democrat by calculation.” 

18. Mr. VVilberforce renews his motion 
for the alwlition of the slave trade. 

The king of France stopped by tlse fw- 
pulace, and com|)elled to return to the 
Tuileries, uuder m apprehension that be 
intended to emigraiO for the purpose of ef- 
fecting a counter revolution. 

19. Died, in his 68th jeor, Rxciiaro 
Price, LL.D., a dissenting minister, and 
eminent writer on statistics, politics and 
theology* Dr. Price suggested to Mr. PiU 
his tchenie of a sinking fund, and received 
the thanka of the corporation of London 
for bii' afpositioD to the American irar. 


He was an amiable and able man, of an 
enthusiastic temperament; a fact as de- 
ducible from his delusive calculations of 
the national effects of compound interest, 
as from other matters more excitable. 

21, La Fayette resigns the command 
of the national guards. 

May 3. A revolution in Poland, efl^j^ted 
by king Stanislaus and the diet, on the 
basis of a constitutional monarchy with three 
estates, equality of rights and toleration of 
all religions. 

4. The pope burnt in effigy at Paris, 
by the populace. 

6. Ill the discussion on the Canada 
Bill, a warm altercation ensued between 
Mr. Fox and Mr. Burke, relative to the 
principles of the French revolution, which 
produced on the part of the latter a reiiuu. 
ciation of the friendship that had long 
united them ; a determination which moved 
Mr. Fox to tears, but in which the oilier 
pei-sisted to his death. From this time Mr. 
Burke left the opposition side of the house. 

12. A bill brought into the commons, 
and afterwards passed, for the ebtablishment 
of a colony at Sierra Leone, for the culture 
f sugar and other tropical products by free 
negroes. 

I I. Advice from the East Indies, dated 
Jan. 9th, that general Abercrombie h.;d 
forced a detachment of the troops of 4'ip- 
poo Saib to surrender prisoners ; and that 
he hail taken the torts of Caniiamoie, llili- 
apatam, and Nuracarrow, with 34 stand of 
colours, 68 pieces of cannon, and 5000 
stand of arms. 

15. I.ionl Cornwallis defeated Tippoo, 
and drove him and his whole army under 
the walls of SeringapHtain. 

19. The National Assembly decree that 
none of their members shall be re-elected. 
Altered next ilay to two years after their 
dissolution. 

20. Mr. Fox introduced his Libel Bill, 
for giving to juries the same powers in the 
trial of libels as in other criminal trials. It 
was generally approved, but |>ostponed till 
next session. 

26. After a litigation of eight years, 
the claimants on the goods seized by lord 
Rodney and general Vaughan, at St. Kus- 
tatiuM, in 1782, were paid the full amount 
of their several claims, by a decision of the 
privy council 

27, Lord Kenyon decided that the half- 
pay of an officer is not assignable. 

30. The lung imneochment against Mr* 
Hastings closed by the managers. 

31. Punishment by the wheel abolished 
in France. 

June 2. The peers being seated in West- 
minster Hall, Mr.^^llUstings, from a written 
)>a^>er, gave brief and clear answers to the 
charges* The gist of his defence was, that 
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Iu8 conduct had been hii^hly conducive to | 
the prosperity of the Indian empire ; for ‘ 
which, he said, they had rewarded him 
with *• confiscation, disgrace, and a life of 
impeachment.’* Trial adjourned to next 
session. 

^ 8. Mr. Dundas appointed secretary of state, 
in room of the duke of Leeds, resigned. 

W Parliamentary session closed. 

17. Died, at her house in Spa-fields, in 
her 84th year, Selina countess dowager of 
Huntingdon, celebrated for her evangelical 
principles ; a large proportion of her fortune 
was applied to the support and mainte- 
nance of 64 chapels, which she had esta- 
blished throughout Britain. She was sister 
of earl Ferrers, the unhappy nobleman 
recorded |i. 453. 

20. Escapr ok thk French King. — In 
the night, the king of France and the royal 
family privately withdrew from the Tuil- 
eries, through a subtcnaneous passage 
leading to the Seine. His majesty left be- 
hind a paper, in which he formally revoked 
all his past oaths and declarations as the 
effect of compulsion. On the dis.covery of 
his flight the royal arms and effigies were 
taken down and broken by the populace. 
A proclamation, however, of the national 
assembly restored order; and a provisumal 
executive council was appointed. Scarcely 
hud ttie first emotions of surprise and in- 
dignation subsided, when it was announced 
that the king and queen had been arrested 
on the 22ud inst., at V^arennes; whence 
they were quickly brought back to Paris. 
This adventure had the unhappy conse- 
quence of destroying all confidence be- 
tween the king and the Ci.mstituted autho- 
rities. 

Died on the 20th inst., the celebrated 
Mis. Macadi.ky ur (ikviiah (the name of 
her second husband) author of a republican 
liistory of Kiiglaiid. bJlie was a lady of a 
niasciiline mind, and ardently attached to 
the priuciples of civil liberty, 

11. (Japt. Perry, the pioprietor of the 

Argus,'* was sentenced to .>ix mouths im- 
prisonment for a libel on Mr. Walter, the 
proprietor of the Times. Next day he was 
sentenceil to pay a fine of 20tl/. and six 
uuiiiths* further imprisonment for a libel on 
lady Fitzgibbon. charging herwithcnm.co;i. 

14. Birmingham Riots. — The second 
anniversary of the French revolution was 
celeb) uted by public dinners and other re 
joicings ; nor, however, without much op- 
position from the adherents of ministers, 
who circulated alartuing ronorts. At Birm- 
iH;;liam these reports had the effect of 
assembling a misguided mob, who assailed 
the hotel where about UO gentlemen had 
^*-*tto dine with furious shouts of “ Church 
The company dispersed at 
«ve o’clock, when the windows were demo* 


A»D« 1791. 

lished by the populace, who immediately 
after proceeded to destroy the property anl 
houses of obnoxious individuals; few or 
none of whom had been at the festival. 
Among them Dr. Priestley’s and his valu 
able library ; the houses of Messrs. Taylor, 
Ry land, Hutton, Russell, Horwood and Hob 
son, together with several chapels of dis- 
senters. Owing to the supiueness or conniv- 
ance of the magistrates the riots continued 
four days. Tranquillity was at length re- 
stored by the arrival of the military, and 
several of the ringleaders were taken into 
custody ; but three, however, expiated their 
crimes with death : so much more lenient 
had the government become since 1780. 

27. A reward of 100/. offered for the 
discovery of the author of a seditious pa- 
lmer circulated with a mischievous intent in 
Birmingham on the llth inst. . 

^he court of Chancery on hearing the 
case of the nabob of Arcot against the 
Kast India Company, decided against the 
plea of the company, that in quality of 
sovereigns they were not amenable to its 
jurisdiction. 

Aug, The Turks and Russians being 
mutually exhausted by hostilities, peace 
was this month concludetl. The treaty was 
signed at Cialatz, by which Russia obtained 
Oczakuv and the territory between the 
Bog and the Dnieper. 

17. As the king was passing, in his 
carriage, through the part, a gentleman 
dressed in black, standing close to the rails 
of the Green Park, jiulled a paper from his 
pocket, which he stuck upon the rail, ad- 
dressed to the king, and then threw off* his 
hat, discharged a pistol into his own bosom 
and instantly fell ami expired. The unfor- 
tunate suicide was James Sutherland, esq., 
who had been suspended as judge advocate 
of Minorca, in 1780, and, from the failure 
of some applications to government, was 
reduced to ureat distress. A liberal provi- 
sion was subsequently made for the family 
of this unfoitunate person by the crown. 

24. The famous convention of Pilnitz 
between the emperor of Germany, the king 
of Prussin, and elector of Saxony, relating 
either to the state of Poland or Franco, or 
perhaps \>oth. 

iiVp/. 3. Nkw Constitution. — The Na- 
tiouui Assembly adopted a new constitution, 
which was accepted by the king; on the 
14th, in celebration of the event, a grand 
fUe took place in the Champs Elys5e. The 
constitution now promulgated »fi*orded in- 
dubitable evidence of the patriotism, abili- 
ties and indusfiy of ilio coiisfituent assem- 
bly. It was founded on the previous declara- 
tion of rights, and defines with precision the 
executive, legislative and judicial powers, 
the immunities of the people, and thei? 
iuteinatioual relations with foreigners. 
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10. A great insurrection of negroes and 
people of colour against the French in St. 
Oomingo. The new notions of universal 
equality, and the efforts of a society in 
Paris, called U Ami de Noir, had produced 
great disorders in the West Indies. 

14. Avignon, a territory of the pope, 
annexed to France. 

30. The constituent national assembly 
dissolve, after a session the most extraordi* 
nary on record of two years and four months. 

Uci. 1. The netv French legislature met, 
and on the 4th took an oath to act upright, 
ly. The late National Assembly having 
disqualified themselves to be re-elected, 
the present legislature consisted of entirely 
new men. 

9. A jury at Sudbury unable to agree, 
oppressetl by hanger, broke open the door, 
and went home. 

Nov. 18. The non-juring priests of 
France being accused of incivic practices, a 
severe decree was jtassed against them. 

‘J4. The duke of York re-married at 
St. James's, to the princess Frederica, 
daughter of the king of Prussia. 

Dec, 2. Died, Henry Flood, a distin- 
guished orator of the Irish house of com- 
iiious, but chiefiy known in England by his 
motion for parliamentary reform. Mr. 
Flood was rich, and made a liberal disposi- 
tion of his property at his death ; leaving 
;he bulk of it to the university of Dublin. 

21. The buckle-makers of Birmingham 
sent a deputation to the prince of Wales to 
represent their distressed situation in conse- 
<]ueRce of the prevailing fashion of wearing 
shoe-strings in place of buckles. They were 
graciously received by the prince, who pro- 
mised to exert hts influence in their behalf. 

The number of convicts sent to New 
South Wales is 2029; the expense of trans- 
porting them 161,076/. 

The Society of Arts gave their gold 
medal to Mr. Johnson of Petworth, in Sus- 
sex, for sowing the greatest quantity of 
strong land with acorns. 

Annual Obituary. — In his 61st year, 
of apoplexy, Francis Grose, F.A.S., author 
of the Antiquitie.s of England, and other 
esteemed works. Thomas Thurlow, bishop 
of Durham ; he was succeeded by Shute 
Barrington. Mosart, the celebrated musical 
composer. George, third earl of Orford, 
grandson of sir Robert Walpole, the ptemier 
of George II. John Beard, a celebrated 
singer. Prince i'Otemkiu, one of the fa* 
vonritet of the empress of Russia. 

1792. Jan, 4. llie king and royal family 
visiting the Haymarkct theatre, to see the 
representation of C^mon^ the crowd was so 
greet that a gentleman of the India House 
was trampled to death. 

19. A gang of thieves having clandes- 
tiimliilitrodii^ themselves into the draw- 


ing-room at St. James’s in dress clothes, 
tried to hustle and rob the prince of Wales. 

21. The French legislature passed a 
resolution not to enter into any war except 
in self-defence. 

31. Parliament opened by the king in 
a speech congratulating them on the pros- 
pects of peace, ana of a further redui||ion 
in the naval and military establishmem of 
the kingdom. 

Feb. 17. The Budget. — Mr. Pitt drew 
a picture of national prosperity beyond 
what the most sanguine could anticipate. 
In such a state of things he felt justified 
in proposing the repeal of the most burden- 
some imposts, and at the same time to ap- 
ply 400,000/. to the reduction of the na- 
tional debt in aid of the annual million 
appropriated by parliament. He said there 

never was a period when, from the titua- 
tion of Europe, we might more reasonably 
untici)>ate a durable peace, than at the pre- 
sent moment.”— On the motion of Mr. M. 
A. Taylor, a committee was appointed to 
inquire into the evils resulting from raising 
money by lotteries, 

21. On Saturday, the ear) of Barrymore 
was convicted of an a.ssault on a gentleman 
at Brighton. Lord Kenyon said he 
“thought the conduct of some people of 
rank in this country disgraceful, and sus- 
pected there was some defect in their edu- 
cation, when they were brought into a court 
of justice to finish it.” 

23. Died, in his 60th year, sir Joshua 
Reynolds, the celebrated painter, and the 
first president of the Royal Academy. Sir 
Joshua was a bachelor, and having early 
Vcome rich by his iirofession he kept a 
iplendid table, which was frequented by 
the best company in respect of talents and 
distinction. His “ Discourses ” on his art 
are generally admired and a standard work. 
Thomas Lawrence succeeded sir Joshua as 
portrait painter to the king, and Benjamin 
West as president of the Academy. 

24. Preliminaries of peace Bigned with 
Tippoo Saib ; thd sultan agreed to cede 
one-half of Mysore to the English, to pay 
33,000,000 rupees (aliout 3,300,000/.) to 
the English, and to give up two of his eld- 
est sons as hostages for the fulfilment of 
the treaW- 

28. House of commons, Dublin, took 
fire whilst the members were sitting ; it 
soon became a heap of ruins ; the accident 
was occasioned by the plumbers having a 
fire in the roof to heat their irons. It cost 
41,000/., and was built by sir E- Pierce, m 
1731. , 

Mar, 1 . Died suddenly, end not 
suitiicion of poieon, (Aikin*9 Annalt, 450) 

theeinjieror Leopold 11. He was succeeded 

by his son Francis 11. ; this event made no 
change in Austrian politics, the new 
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monarch speedily announcing his intention 
of fulhlliug the terms of the treaty of 
Pilnitz. 

8. Dr. Willis set out to attend the queen 
of Portugal, who was afflicted with luna- 
cy ; he was to have 10,0004, and 10004 a 
month during his stay. 

1^ Assassination op Gustavos III. — 
The wng of Sweden was mortally wounded 
with a pistol at a masquerade, by Anker- 
strcBum, a disbanded officer, who had been 
condemned under a charge of high treason 
but received the royal clemency. Misma> 
jesty hud become unpopular among the 
people by eagerly engaging in the project- 
ed crusade against France, and among the 
nobles by depriving them of their privi- 
leges : it was by the latter the assassin was 
instigated. The king was in hit 45th year, 
and lingered till the 29th inst., when he 
was succeeded by his son Gustavus IV., 
thou ill his fourteenth year; the regency 
was vested in the duke Jif Siulermania, who 
immediately ileclared for a system of neu- 
trality in the approaching continental war. 

23. Louis XVT., alter various unpopu- 
lar dismissals, appointed Uolaiid to the in- 
terior department, Clavicre to that of fi- 
nance, and Servan to he minister of war ; 
all men having the confidence of the nation. 

Apr, 5. Dr. Prie.stlcy recovtned from the 
county 2502/. for the damage he had sus- 
tained by the Birmingham riots. Mr. VV. 
Hutton recovered 53904 
20. War with Austria. — France de- 
clared war, liaving first received from the 
court of V^ienna a categorical answer insist- 
ing, “ Ut, on tile restitution of the feudal 
rights of the (ierman princes in Lorraine 
and Alsace ; 2iid. the restoration of Avig- 
non to the pope ; 3rd, adequate satisfaction 
that the neighbouring powers shall have 
no reason for tlie apprehension which rose 
from the present weakness of the internal 
governnient of France.*’ The first two 
]»ropositions being inaflinissible. and the last 
unintelligible ( Bchfuwis Hist. Geo, III., iv. 
387) the National Assembly declared war 
against the emperor. 

25. Ankerstrosum the regicide behead- 
ed, having previously had his right hand 
chopped off. 

30. The French having i..vaded the 
Netherlands, were repulsed near Mens by 
At the same time general 
Dillon fell back from Lisle ; being suspect- 
ed of treachery he was murdered by bis 
troops. 

1 ox’s Libbl Bill. — ^T his measure, which 
last session was lost in the upper house, 
was triumphantly carried in opiuisition to 
the law lords, Thurlow, Kenyon, and Ba^- 
'WHt. It removed an anomaly in judicial 
e"»P‘>wering juries, in cases of li- 
tuo same as in felony or any other ciimi- 


5S9 

nal indictment, to judge of the /aw as well 
as the /actf in lieu of their jurisdiction be- 
ing restricted to the latter, us the judges 
had heretofore determined. Previously to 
the passing of the new act the judges una- 
nimously gave their opinion {Ann. Reg, for 
1792) on various points of the law of libel. 

May. The Society of the Friends ot 
the People ’* began to meet, having for their 
avowed object reform in the representation ; 
among them were Messrs. Grey, Whitbread, 
Sheridan, Krskine, and other members ot 
parliament. 

2. M. Chauvelin, the French minister, 
delivered his credentials ; he made a formal 
application to the British government, to 
interfere to avert the progress of the con- 
federacy against France. 

12. Kiot at Nottingham, on account of 
the high price of shoes and butcher’s meat. 

16. The house of commons narrowly 
escaped being burnt; the discovery of a 
pair of corduroy breeches thrust into the 
ceiling above the water-closet in a state of 
combustion {Ann. Reg.<, xxxiv., 18) excited 
suspicion, but no incendiary was ever dis- 
covered. 

18. Russia not liking the free constitu- 
tion recently established in Poland, declar- 
ed war against her. 

20. A grand entertainment given by 
the municipality of W’arsaw to the king, 
who drank Five la Aalion, and announced 
that the time had arrived when ‘‘artificial 
distinctions should cease.” 

A soldier being killed in an afIVay in a 
brothel at Birmingham, the mob set about 
destroying all houses of that description. 
The magistrates called out the military and 
evinced njure,vigour than on a recent occa- 
sion in quelling a riotous assemblage. 

21. A royal proclamation issued for the 
suppression of seditious correspondence 
abroad aiifl publications at home, tending 
to bring into ** contempt the wise and 
wholesome provisions made at the time of 
the glorious revolution.*' The London 
(’orres(Hmding Society, the Revolution 
(1688) Society, the Society for 1,'onstitu- 
tioiial Information, and various other socie- 
ties had recently sent congratulatory ad- 
dresses to the National Assembly. 

A motion made by Mr. Whitbread to 
inquire iiito the conduct of the Birming- 
ham magistrates during the late riots, was 
negatived. 

June 9. A riotous mob at Edinburgh 
attempted to destroy the house of Mr- 
Dundas in St George ’s-square ; one person 
was killed and several wounded by the 
military. 

12. Louis XVI. dismissed his popular 
ministers, Roland, Servan, and Le Bruti ; 
Durnourier soon after resigned. Next day 
the king refused to sanction the decree 
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against non-juring pnests^ and also one for of eternal justice,— a league of Kings is 

the establishineat of a camp of 20,000 formed to destroy it.** 

men near Paris. At Paris, in his 50th year, died iPaui.. 

14. -A plot discovered to Mow up the Jones, who distinguished himself ds a naval 

walls of the King’s-hench prison. commander in the service of America. He 

15. Parliament prorogued. oiiered his services to the^ French, which 

Lord Thurlow resigned the great seal, were refused, and before h|S death being 

which he had held since June 3, 1773. reduced to great poverty, he was buriM by 
PoucB THE Metropolis. — During the subscriptions of soiiie British residents, 
the session an act passed for establishing Jones being a native of Gotland. 


five different police offices, at each of which 
three justices, receiving an annual salary, 
were to sit. A number of constables were at- 
tached' to each office, who were empowered 
to apprehend persons that could aot give a 
satisfactory account of themselves. It was 
objected to on the ground of the additional 
patronage it gave to the crown ; though its 


2. Duel between lord Lauderdale and 
general Arnohl. The earl a few days be- 
fore had a similar rencontre with the duke 
of Richmond. 

Tattersall, the proprietor of the Morning 
Post, was tried for several libels ; one 
against Mr. Ghiorge Rose, and another 
against lady Lambert, dauglUer of the 


necessity for the protection of the inhabit- ■ countess ddlrager of Cavan. For the last 
ants and for a more pure and efficient the jury gave 4000/. damages, 
administration of justice in the capital John Bell, the publisher of The Oracle 
was admitted. The office of justice had newspaper, was found guilty of a libel on 
become disreputable in the metropolis ; it ; the (iuaids. 

was sought only by needy ami venal men, ! 14. The third anniversary of theKevoln- 

whose base practices had drawn general : tion was celebrated in the Champ de Mars 
odium upon themselves and functions. In by federates or delegates from all parts of 
order to suppress entirely the business of a France ; among them was a deputation of 


trading justice no fees were in future to be 
taken by any magistrate within the Loudon 
district. 

16. General Lafayette addressed a letter 
from his camp at Maubenge, abusing the 
Jacobin club. 

18. A meeting of the freeholders of 
Surrey, to address the king on the late 
proclamation ; it was opposed by Horne 
Tooke and lord Widiam Russell. 

20. The mob at Paris compel the king 
to wear the red cap of lilierly. 

2.). The records of nobility ordered to 
be burnt by the national assembly. 


Mar.-»eillois, under general Westerman, a 
Prussian ; they soon became conspicuous in 
the disorders of the capital. The popular 
cries when the king appeared were, “ Lvnig 
livePetion! No Austrian committee ! No 
traitorous correspondence with Brunswick ! ” 
25. Duke of Brunswick issued his fa- 
mous manifesto, dated Cobleiitz, against 
the French nation, threatening with mili- 
tary execution all who resisted the Austro- 
Priissian armies, and the most “ avenging 
punishment** against the Parisians if they 
insulted the “ palace of the Tuileries, the 
king, the ipieen, or any of the royal family. 


28. Lafayette unexpectedly presented and if they did not instantly set them at 
himself at the bar of the national assem- ! liberty.** This indiKreet denunciation ail 

bly, calling upon them to ‘‘save their ! dressed to a high-spiritrd, and then excited 

country by dissolving factious clubs.** The | population, precipitated on the house ot 
general, however, was reprimanded and j Bourlion the calamities it was^meant to 
ordered to rejoin his army. avert. Imlignant at this foreign dictation 

l^ANARK.*— David Dale, esq., of this place, in their internal aff airs, and susjiecting the 
in the course of six years has reared a vil- king of secretly coalescing with the ene- 
lage on the Clyde containing 2000 jiersons; mies of France, popular lury was dirccte 
and erected five cotton mills, each of which , against the royalists, and Paris in the 
contains 6000 spindles, (^nn. Peg, 1792, | months of August and September became 
p. 27.) He is also celebrated for the pro- ' a scene of dreadful crimes, 
vision he has made for the health and edu- 2. Meeting at the London tavern 

cation of the children be employs. They in behalf of the king and penpl^ ^ 
have every day Home hours allotted them struggling for their liberties ; W. JMiu h 
for recreation in the ffebU, anti ten school - M.P., in the chair. . . 

iDanters are daily employed in their tuition. Dkatii ok Hickaio) AnKWRiu^'y* 

Sir John Sinclair eNtim<i.ted that the |h»- celebrated improver of cotton mac ni aery • 
pulation of Scotland had increased 400,000 pired on the 3rd iiiit., at Crorolon , m 
iinc* 1755, that in 1782 it amounted 59th year, • * ?!!• ’ htc.l 

to 1,700,000 soul*. Bolton-le-Moori, but Uv«d to be kn.«h ca 

Jttty \, National assembly declared the and fill the office of sheriff ot 1 ^ 

eouatry in dang^* Your constitution. He was k man of lingular ingeiun y, i 

llioy iaSG ** restores the principles ver^nce, and comprtneusion ot uu»» 
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splnning-frameitothe invention or successful 
introduction of which (jante 494) he owed his 
fort uiO) was first worked by horse> power at 
Nottingham, about 1770. The water-wheel 
was next applied, which has been super- 
seded by the Vnoro constant and efficient 
force of steam. Sir Richard had been in- 
volved in protracted litigation to protect 
the patents of his invemions, the entire 
originality of which was pertinaciously dis- 
puted. He left about 400.000/. in money 
to a son and daughter ; and his manufac- 
tories were supposed (^rJnn. xxxiv., 

36) to be worth as much more. It was the 
first, as it was doubtless the largest, fortune 
that had been realised by the recent dis- 
coveries in the man u fact uring arts. 

5. Died, in his 60th year, the earl of 
Guii.nvoiii), better known as lord North, 
and premier during the American war. Ilis 
lordship was a high-church tory, remark- 
able for wit and urbanity. Like his politi- 
cal antagonist colonel ilane, he had for 
several years been afflicted with blindness. 
Replying to some observations of the co- 
lonel in the commons, be told him that 
notwithstanding his constant hostility, uu 
two persons in the world would be more 
happy to see each other.*^ 

8. Grand review by tlie king on llagshot- 
heatli. The sutlers had a plentiful h.it- 
vest ; for a “ single muiton-cliop, a cucum- 
ber, and a pint of liad wine, tluy charged 
18.f ; and fur. for tea or colfeo with two thin 
slices of bread and butter T’ 

Dr. Willis returned from Portugal loaded 
with bars of gold and adorned with dia 
inonds. But the queen's malady was in- 
cwral)‘e. Living under the influence td' 
monks, she fell into the delusion that ^he 
and her father were doomed to eternal pu- 
nishment, and the doctor ha<l no prescrip- 
tion for reversing the decrees of fate. 

10. Stouminq ok TiiK Tvii.khies. — This 
was an organized insurrection, planned by 
Danton, Petion, ^tanuel. and Marat, jm*- 
liminary to the dt positiwii of the king, who 
was believed to be insinceie. 

It was a trial of strength between the de- 
termined revolutionists and the roy.dUts, 
and termimited in the entire triumph of the 
former. Just before the oiiM’t, the king 
and queen, the princess royal, and princess 
Klirabeth took refuge in the h'*!! of the na- 
tional assembly. Of the regiment of Swiss, 
near 1000 strong, not more than, 180 sur- 
vived ; exclusive of these, five gentlemen, 
100 domestics of the palace, and *20 na- 
tional guards fell on the royalists’ side. On 
the other, .'3000 Parisians, and 300 or 400 
federates. It was a bootless slaughter, ami 
the king’s conduct has been severely cen- 
sured. Ho ought either to have perished 
along with his faithful defenders, rathei 
than survived to awak an ignominious 
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trial ; or else explicit orders ought to have 
been given (which were not) for the prompt 
surrender of the household troops, seeing 
there was little chance of re.sUting almost 
the entire pojJidation,of the capital, pro- 
vided with artillery, armed, and partly dis- 
ciplined. The functions of the king were 
from this time suspended by a decree of 
the assembly, and his person and family 
incarcerated in the Temple. 

1 1. The empress of Russia recalled her 
minister from Paris. 

1.3. Allies defeated near Longwy. 

Dissolution ok thk Legislative As- 
SKMBLV. — The legislative, or second na- 
tional assembly of France, prepared for its 
dissolution by publishing a defence of its 
proceedings, and by adopting a plan pro- 
posed by M. Gaudet, on the 13th instant, 
for summoning a national convention. It 
was to be elected on a more popular prin- 
ciple than its predecessor. All that was 
now necessary to entitle a man to vote for 
a representative, were that he should be *21 
years old, a Frenchman, who had lived 
for one year in the country on his own re- 
venue, or the produce of his labour, and 
not in a state of servitude. Before its dis- 
solution, the assembly passed several im- 
portant decrees for the banishment of non- 
juring priests ; for the division of the waste 
lands of the kingdom ; for the division and 
sale of the lauds of the emigrants; for 
bringing into the mint the vessels, images, 
and other moveables of gold and silver in 
the churches ; for the conversion into can- 
non of the bronze statues of thei*- kings, 
from Louis XIII. to Louis XVI. 

14. Le Brim appointed minister for fo- 
reign affairs ; Danton, for justice ; IMonge, 
a teacher of navigation, tor the luaiine; 
Roland, for home atluirs; Seivan, for war; 
and Claviere, for contributions. The three 
la^t were the patriotic ministers the kmg 
bad lately dismissed alter being a few 
mouths in office. 

17. Karl Gower, the British minister at 
Paris, applies for his passport in conse- 
quence of the su$\)ension ol the executive 
}H)wer of the king* 

19. Lafayette having been denounced 
by the assembly, escajed to the froniier, 
where, with six others, he was made pri- 
soner by the .Austrians, and for several years 
confined in the dungeon of tUmutz. 

*21. Longwy surrendered to the allies. 

3d. All ministerial communication wdih 
the French ambassadors in London and at 
the Hague was discontinued by order of 
their respective courts. 

Canal Shares. — In this month Kngland 
W.18 in a ferment, created by speculations 
in canal shan^s ; to pronuitc whicli. njanv 
new canals were projected, aud incredible 
1 sums subscribed, chiefiy in the midland 
1 2 0 
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counties. On the 1 8ih instant, there ap- 
peared in the Gazetie 19 different notices 
of intended applications to parliament re- 
specting internal navigation. The foUo\v- 
ing were current premiums on single shares 
in those canals tor* which acU of parlia- 
ment had been obtained: — Birmingham 
and Fazeleyi 1170/.; Smurbridge, 350/.; 
Melton, 55/ ; Grand Trunk, 350/. ; Coven- 
try, 350/. ; Leicester, 155/. ; Worcester, 20/. 

The increase of business in the Bank of 
England is shown by the increasu in it 
nninbcr of servants, who now amount to 
400.— Reg,y 1792. 

Sfpt, 1. The addresses presented to the 
king, to return thanks for the late procla- 
mation against seditious writings, amounted 
to 341. 

The streets of London now swarmed 
with French emigrants, moat of them 
priests, and in great distivss. 

2. Paris the scene of horrible outrages. 
The prisons were forced open in the night, 
and the royalists massacreil by the ^Hipu- 
lace, ou the pretence of exterminating in- 
ternal enemies before they set out to meet 
the allied armies. About one tho\isaud two 
hundred were sacrificed ui Paris alone, ex- 
clusive of those at Hheimsand other places ; 
aniong them the prlnce>s de Lainlmlle. 
Danton, minister ot justice, being applied 
to, to interpose his authority to put an end 
to these enormities, replied, ** When the 
people 1) ive done their part, 1 will perform 
mine.” They had the etirct of alienating 
the minds ot many Knglish reformers from 
the Revolution, and all projects of change 
were generally discountenanced. 

13. It is said the Uoman catliulics of 
Ireland have subscribed nearly three mil- 
lions to purchase lauds in America, should 
they fail in obtain. ng justice from the 
British parliament. 

14. General Dumotirier retreated, and 
the allies entered Grand Pre. 

20. Austro- Prussian armies repulsed by 
Kellerman near Dampierre. 

Nationai. Convention met. Its first 
act was to sanction by law the abolition of 
royalty. Next day it decreed, Isf, That all 
public acts sh* uid be dated the first yrar 
of the French Republic 2nd, That the 
state-seal should be changed, and have for 
its legend, “ French Republic;” 3rd, That 
the national seal should represent a woman 
sitting upon a bundle of arms, having in 
her hand a pike with the cap of lilierty 
U{Km it, and on t..e exergue, •* Archives of 
the French Ri^tiblic.” On the motion of 
Barrere, the friends of ]i>*erty in ail na- 
tiont were invited to offer suggestions for 
the best mode of constituting the republic. 
Those writers or orators abroad, who had 
distinguished themselves in defence of the 
Hevolution, or whose opinions they ap- 


proved, they complimented with citizenship. 
Among those selected, were Dr. Priestley, 
Thomas Paine, Mr. Wilherforce (ji/nn, 
Reg,y xxxiv., 62), Dr. Towers, Horne Tooke, 
and Mr. James Macintosh. 

22k Dr. Priestley chosen a member ot 
the national convention for the department 
of Arne ; also Mr. Paine, by the district of 
Versailles, and by that of Calais. He hu<l 
published a second part of his Rights of 
Man,” combining principle and practice. 
They were much read by the middle and 
working classes, especially in the manufac- 
turing towns both of England and Scotland. 
The only rejily Burke made to these popu- 
lar publications was, that they deserved 
no otht r refutation than that of criminal 
justice” {Apptttly S(c. 95); a hint which 
was shortly after taken by the attorney- 
gencMal. 

26. Lord Macartney sailed from Ports- 

mouth ou a splendid mission to the emperor 
of China. ^ 

27. National convention abolinhed the 
tides of “monsieur” and ‘‘madame,” and 
that of “ciiizen” substituted. 

30. Spire surrendered to the French. 

Retkk.t ok Bulnsvvick. — About the 
end of this month the combined army begun 
its retreas leaviuj' Clermont and its strong 
camp on the heights of Lalune. It hud 
sufibred immensely from sickness, occa- 
sioned by eating the unripe grufes and 
wheat of (di.tinpugne. Moreover, the French 
peasantry every where opposed them, by at- 
tacking detachments, forming abbads, and 
breaking up fhu roads. The emigr.mt 
princes hud misled the allies as to the di>- 
])Osition r»f the conutiy people, whom tin y 
represented {Dec/arntiorty Aug, 8) would 
rally round the ^Mmmortal purity of the 
F/eur-tie-Lyn in defence of the altar and the 
throne.*’ 

Oct. The number of French lefngt is 
landed in England, between August wUtli 
and the 1st inst., is 3772. Suhscnpti«.iis 
raised for their relief amount to fifteen 
thou«:and pounds. 

11. A Commission appointed to prepare 
a constitution for France, consisting of 
Sieves, Brissot, Paine, Caudo.cet, Harrerc, 
anrf others. 

18. Fiance entirely evacuated hy tbe 
combined armies of Austria and Prussia. 

28. Dr ATI! OK Smkaton. — In his (iDth 
year, at Austhorpe, near Leeds, where be 
was born, John Smeaton, F.K..S., the cele- 
brated civil engineer, distinguished as the 
architect of Kddysrone 1 ghthouse, and con* 
duclor of various other iinpurtaiit unnir 
takings. Mr. Smeaton wae the son of un 
attorney, but early ahowed a decided turn 
fur michaiiical discoverief. Hu was tlic 
author of seveinl valuable papers relevant 
to hie professional juirsuite, and those 
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ichemes of internal Improvement in which 
the country was intently occupied. 

29. Three of the mutineers of the Bounty 
(ante p. 548) executed at Portsmouth. 

Nov. 1. Dumourier invades Belgium. 

6, Battle of (sXMappk, in which Du- 
mourier, in gallant style, defeated the Aus- 
trians with the loss of 4000 men, command- 
ed by the duke of Saxe Tescheii. In this 
battle the eldest son of the duke of Or- 
leans, called young Kgalit^, distinguished 
himself. 

14. Dumourier enters Brussels in 
triumph, having ^ireviuusly captured all the 
strong towns in the Austrian Netherlands. 

16. National convention decreed that 
tho navigation of the Scheldt and the 
Meuse should he free to all natiims. 

19. So elated were the convention with 
their military triumphs, that, in open con- 
tradiction of the previous deidaration of the 
national ass^vibly, of never making war 
except in self-deience, and of non-inter- 
ference in the aVVairs of other nations, they 
passed hy acclamation a decne. ‘‘That 
they would grant fratvrmty and nssiafance 
to all those people whowi'h to procure 
liberty j and they change the executive 
power to send orders to their geiier.»ls to 
give assistance to such jh ople us have suf- 
fered, or are now suflering, in the cause of 
liherty.” 

20. At a meeting of gentlemen at the 
Crown and Anchor, an association was 
formed for preseiving liberty and proiierty 
against republicans and levellers; John 
Beeves, esq., in the chair. In iheir address, 
the^ recommended the formation of similar 
societies, for the purpose of di'-alnising the 
public mind «»n the new doctrines wii- 
veyed in the terras of Thr Uiyhta of d/«n, 
tjhrrty and Equality ^ No A'iri//, No Parlia^ 
went. 

27. National convention erect the duchy 
of Savoy into an 84 ih departnu ut of the 
French reptihlic. 

28. Citixens John Frost and Joel Bar- 
low, deputies from the Society for (lonsti- 
tiuional Information, present a congratu- 
latory adtiress to the convention on the 
glorious triumph of liUnty on the 10th of 
August. 

Dec, 1. Notice given to lord Kdwanl 
Fitzgerald and lord Sempill, l)oth in the 
nrmy, that his majesty hud no further need 
of their services. 

Great activity in the royal dock-yards ; 
and orders given for the ships to complete 
their stores and repair to Spithead. 

Royal proclamation issued^ alleging that 
** the utmost industry was still emj^oyed by 
evil disposed {Hirsont acting in concert with 
persons in foreign parts, with a view to 
■uhyert the laws and constitution that a 
vpirit *bf tumult had manifested itself in 


^ acts of riot and insurrection that his 
majesty had therefore ** resolved to em- 
body part of the militia of the kingdom.’’ 

Mketino at Mbrchant-Taii.oks’ Hall. 
A numerous meeting of bankers, merchants, 
and traders of the metropolis; Samuel 
Bosanquet, esq., in the chair. Upwards of 
3000 persons were in the hall, exclusive of 
the crowd in the yard and street. Amidst 
great enthusiasm, a declaration was agreed 
to, expressive of attachment to the British 
constitution as settled at the Revolution of 
1688, and of confidence in its inherent ex- 
cellence to reform all abuses. This confi- 
dence, it was alleged, was further strength- 
ened by exjierience of the improvements in 
agriculture, commerce, manufactures, navi- 
gation, .and the increase of population. It 
was signed by more than 8060 persons, and 
the original declaration (^nn. Reg.f 1792, 
p. 49.) deposited in the records of the 
Tower. 

6. Public alarm was kept up by troops 
being marcbe<l into l.oudun, the guard at 
the Bank doubled, and the fortifications of 
the Tower repaired. 

13 Melting of Parliament. — ^The law 
requiring that if the militia be drawn out 
during the recess, and this it can only be 
in the case of iiiv.ision or actual tnzwrrcc- 
tion, parliament shall be assembled in four- 
teen days ; it consequently anticipated the 
period (Jan. 3rd) to which it had been 
prorogued* Considerable apprehension e.K- 
isted of a plot against the state. In the 
opening speech the king said, “ I have 
carefully observeil a strict neutrality in tho 
present war on the Continent, and have 
uniformly abstained from any interfereme 
with respect to the internal affairs in 
France ; but it is impossible for me to s«*e, 
without the most serious uneasiness, the 
strong and increasing indications which 
have appeared there, of an intention to ex- 
cite disturbances in other countries, to dis- 
regard the rights of neutral nations, and to 
pursue views of conquest and aggraiulize- 
ment, as well as to adopt towards my allirs 
the States-general, who have observerl the 
same neutrality as myself, measures wiiich 
are neither conformable to the law of na- 
tions, nor to the p isitivc stipulations of ex- 
isting treaties.’* Under these circumstances, 
his majesty had thought fit to augment his 
iiavnl and military force. On moving the 
address, an animated debate ensueil, in 
which the al'ilittes of Mr. Fox were re- 
splendent He was ably 8up|>orted by She- 
ridan, Kriikine, Whitbread, Grey, Courte- 
nay, Francis, atul .Adam. On a divisit»n, 
th© amendment, “ that an inquiry should 
be made into the facts alleged in the kmg s 
speech,” was negatived by 290 to 50. In 
the lords, the arldress was earned with- 
out a division, but not withoid opposition 
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from the duke of Norfolk and lordti Lans- 
flowne, Rawdon, and Stanhope. In conse- 
quence of the late alarmS) several seceded 
from the whig party) and acquired the 
name of Alarmists. Among them, in the 
lower house* were Burke, Windham, Ans- 
trutlicr, and sir Gilbert Elliot. In tl: 
upper, the prince of Wales, the duke of 
Puitland, and lords Fitzwilliam, Spencer, 
and Loughborough) who had succeeded 
Thurlow ill the chancellorship. Mr. Pitt 
was not present during the debate on the 
address, he having accepted the warden- 
ship cf the Cinque Ports, and had not yet 
been re-elected. 

IS. At Guildhall, before lord Kenyon, 
Th<imas Paine was found guilty of a libel 
contained in his Rights of Man.*’ 

19. Ai.irn Act. — Lord Grenville intro- 
duced a bill for placing aliens under strict 
supervision, as well us to coiidue those who 
received temporary assistance to certain 
districts, suffering them to remove only 
with passports. The debate upon this tub- 
ject was only remarkable from presenting 
Mr. Burke in a new character, that of par- 
liamentary tragedian. The orator, to 
heighten the effect of one of his rhapsodies, 
threw a Sheffield dagger on the floor of the 
house, which he had brought with him to 
the house, and carefully kept concealed till 
the critical moment of exhibition. The bill 
of course passed, as did two others, to inter* 
diet the circulation of French assignats, and 
restrain the exjHirtation of naval stores and 
ammunition. 

2G. Trial of Louis XVT. began at the 
bar of the national convention ; M. Bar- 
rere, president. 

27. M. Chauvelin, tlie French minister 
in London, addressed a note to lord Gren- 
vilie, <K*manding an explanation of the in- 
tentions of the British government towards 
France; and at the same time endeavour- 
ing to set aside the false interpretation 
which was given to the decree of the na- 
ti mal convention of November 19, for en- 
c'ouragmff insurrections in otlier cuuntries. 
Lord Grftvtlle acknowledged, on the 3Ut 
instant, the receipt of the note of M. 
C'hauveliii, ** styling himself minister ple- 
nipotentiary from France.” His lordship 
said, if France was desirous of maintaining ; 
peace with Briiaiu. she must renounce her 
views of aggranrlizcinent. This corre- 
spondence Continued into the ensuing ye.ir. 
Previously to ti is, on the 2tid inst M. Ma- 
ret had a private interview with Mr. Pitt, 
from which it appeared the English minister 
WAS less diipoHed to war hait the English 
aritto. raei/ and a majority of the councU, 
lieoiled by lord Hawkesbiiry. 

Annual OanuAKY. — Sir John Kardley, 
bite chielqiistice of the Common-pleas, in 
his 83r(J year. Jonathan Tyers, t he fou nder 


ofVatixhall-gardi ns. D.ivid Henry, printer, 
aged 82, who for upwards of half a century 
had the chief management of the ** Gi-ii- 
tleman’s Magazine.” Sir Robert Strange, 
an eminent engraver. General Burgoyme, 
known for his share in the American war, 
and for the production of several genteel 
comedies; ‘‘The Heiress,” Bon Ton,” &c. 
At Bristol, the mother of the unfortunate 
Chattertou. In his 74th year, admiral 
lord Rodney. 


Constituent, or First National As- 
sembly. — The states-general of France, 
which met in 1789, was composed of the 
three orders of the clergy, nobles, and 
tiers-etat, amounting togeiherto 1 128 per- 
sons. Lucretelle has given an analysis of 
these orders, and of the parts they took in 
the first national assembly, into which the 
states-general resolved itself. 


C/eryy, 


Archbishops and bishops 

48 

Abbots and canons . 

3,5 

Curates 

210 

293 

Xol/es, 


Prince of the blood, iliike of Or- 


leans . • 

1 

Magistrates of sovereign courts 

28 

(^ntilshommes 

241 

7'ierit Etat, or Tbiid Estate. 

Ecclesiastics . . • 

2 

Geatilshoinmes . . 

12 

Mayors and counsels 

is 

Magistrates of inferior tribunals 

02 

Men of law . 

2/9 

Physicians 

lb 

Merchants, farmers, &c. • 

17 a 

— r>6.') 

7vtc Droit e ; or those who opposeil the 

progress of the Revulutiou. 

Archbishops and bishops 

:>9 

Abbots uiid canons • 

‘2j 

Curates . . • 

JO 

Nobles . . 

ISO 

Magistrates • 

10 

Men of law • 

18 

I'utmi'rs . • . 

40 


322 

Cc/i'rc; or Moderates, most of whom were 

ready to declare for either Party. 

Clergy . . . • 

140 

Nobles . • . 

20 

Magistrates . • 

9 

Men of law • • 

101 

Third estate 

210 

480 
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Cott Gauche ; composed of all the Revo- 
lutionary Party actinia hitherto in con- 
cert but afierivard^i divided. 

Prince of the blood • • 1 

Men of law. • • 160 

Curates • • *80 

Gentilshommes • • 55 

Merchants, farmers, &c. *30 

326 

PUBLIC STATUTES, XXV. TO XXXIII. OKO. 111. 

25 Geo. 3, c. 57. Exempts raail-car- 
ria^s from the payment of turnpike tolls. 

Cap. 67. Prohibits the export of tools in 
iron and steel manufactures ; also the re- 
duction of artificers therein. 

26 Geo. 3, c. 31. Sinking-fund act 
{ante 541). 

Cap. 5.1. Regulates imprisonment by 
courts of conscience, ascertains the quali- 
fications of commissioners, and abolishes 
fees of gaolers. 

C.ip. 60. For ascertaining the tonnage 
of ships afloat, and the increase of ship- 
ping and navigation. 

Cap. 71. For licensing houses for the 
slaughtering of horses, and other a .imals. 

Cap. 84. Consecration of alien bishops 
by English archbishop. 

27 (ieo. 3, c. U. Empowering magis- 
trates to commit vagrants charged with 
petty oHfences to hard labour till the ses- 
sions. 

Cap. 39. Securing copyright of designs 
and prints of linen, cultuns, and iiiusii'us. 

28 Geo. 3, c. 30. Empowering justices 
to license, for certain peiiods, theatiical 
entertainments. 

Cap. 48. Regulating chimney-sweepers. 

Cap. 52. Regidatiiig trial of conUovert- 
cd elections of members of parliament. 

29 Geo. 3, c. 6. Rating pension-list to 
land-tax. 


£. 

Brought forward . 15,500,000 
Charges of collection • 1,379,872 

Bounties and allowances • 536,180 

Poor-rates and county ex- 
penses . • . 2,100,587 

Charitable donations to the 

|)Oor • • . 258,710 

Public hospitals, including 
that of Greenwich • 250,000 

Turnpikes in Britain • 500,000 

Parochial assessments and sta- 
tute lal)Our • . 100,000 

Income of town corporations 

in England . • 500,000 

Ditto in Scotland . . 100,000 

Navigable rivers and canals . 150.000 

Lighting, watching, and paving 200,000 
Civil establishment of Scot- 
land . . • 100,000 

Income and taxes of Ireland 2,000,000 

Total .£23,725,349 

Sapphen for the year 1792. 

£. «. d. 

Navv . . 1,985,482 0 0 

Army . . 1,819,460 0 4 

Ordnance . • 422,001 11 3 

Misi’elliineous services 6,474,9;>0 15 5^ 

Deficiencies. . 436,990 18 OJ 

Total supplies £11,138,885 5 I 

Pruilwc of the Taxet for onr Vrar, to ihe 
of January^ 1792. 

£. *. //. 

(Customs . • 3,721,'h*l 17 /J 

Excise . . 7,182.107 10 

■Stamps . • 1,2/ 7, 9/ 6 1.) 11 

' Incidents • • 1 ,940,031 3 9^ 

I New dulivs . • 602,948 IS IJ 


30 Geo. 3, c. 47. Pown of governors to 
remit sentences of tran'«ported felons. 

Cap. 48. Abo ishes the punishment of 
burning women convi.ted of high or petty- 
treason. 

31 Geo. 3, c. 31. Governinfut of Canada 
(ante 555). 

flap. 39. Regulates seamen employed 
in the coasting-trade. 

Cap. 51. Pmtecting oyster- fisheries. 

32 Geo. 3, c. 42. linestiiig money of 
Chancery suitors. 

Cap. 53. Police of tbo metropolis (amfe 
560). 


£ 14 , 816,420 5 9 * 


Public Debt i/f 1792. 

Principal. luterr^t. 

£254 , 30G ,435 £10, - -h" 5 

Hevenue of Pmbuc Chantir*. 

In money, , 

£. 3, ti, £. *• 

(rlana46,i73 9 9 '.JOO.SOI 8 8 

Heii . 2,073 0 8 4.166 ^ - 

.-to lA Jf>7 8 10 


UBVKNtJK, DEBT, TAXES. 

Sum* levied f for Public Put'poMeSf in Great 
Britain and Ireland f in 1788. —Sine. 
Hist Revenue, IH. iti., 164. 

Public revonue of England XI 5,500,000 


Past inJm Company tn 

Annual revenue 
Annual expenditure . 


1791 . 


£. 

7,043,783 

5.410.370 
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The average circulation of the Bank ov 
Enqi.anu whs, ill 1784» 5)897,635/.; iu 
1788, 9,782,000/. ; in 1792, 11,156,840/. 
Bullion in the Bank, in 1784, 1,097,835/. ; 
in 1788, 6.321,300/.; in 1792, 5.912,720/. 

The expense of collecting the public 
revenue of England, in 1788, was 74 per 
cent. The expense of collecting the seve- 
ral branches was, of the 

Per cent. 

Customs . • *19^ 

Excise • • • 

Stamps • . • 

Land-tax • • .3 


The total number of persons emplu 3 'ed 
in the collection of the revenue in England 
was 10,002; of which number, 4618 were 
in the customs, and 4477 in the excise. 
The total number in Scotland was 1466. 


COA 1 UBRC 8 , SUIPPINO, PISIIKUIUS. 

Besides the general peace, the settle- 
ment of the ministry, and the application 
<»f many recent inventions to manufactur- 
ing industry, other causes helped to give 
an impulse to commercial activity. One 
of these was a succesMion of favourable 
liarvests, and consequent low price of pru- 
visiona. During the first eight years of 
Mr. Hitt’s administration the average j rcc 
of wheat at Windsor market was 41i4i. per 
quarter. The average price during the long 
and prosperous reign of George II, was 
34jr. The vast territorial acquisitions of the 
East India Company, and a better system 
of colonial government, not only atiorded 
a wiile field for adventurous individual', 
whose gains enriched the country, but 
threw (ijxMi many' new and exteiKsue mar- 
kets for English products. In conse- 
quence, the shipping employed in the India 
trade in< re than douiiled ; and the quan- 
tity' of British manufactures annually ex- 
ported to the Ka-st, which in 177 I amount- 
ed only to 907,240/., had increased, m 
1792, to 92 1,955/. The fisheries were 
sedulously promoted ; hesiden those of 
Greenland and Ntwfuiiadlard. the South 
whale fishery was opened. The attention 
of the legislature to the progress of com- 
merce is shown by its fiscal regulation'*, 
and the various statutes pas^^ed for advanc- 
ing the true interents of the people. Dur- 
ing the ten sess \>ris which ended with that 
pf 1793, parltatiieiit iHW'o* 1 1934 statutes; 
of these there were 625 |.rivat«*, and 1309 
public ecti: 29 were for 1 nproving manu- 
ihctiircei and 114 for commercial pur- 
poses. 

The commercial progress of the country 
during the eight years of peace subse- 

? |Uent to the American war will appear 
roitt the sillllained statement of the ton- 


nage of the ships employed in the export- 
trade, and the value of the cargoes export- 
ed, continued from p. 531 : — 


Vean. 

1785 

1786 

1787 

1788 

1789 

1790 

1791 

1792 


Tonnage* Value of Cargoes, 
1,055,253 £16,770,228 

1,098,903 16,300,725 

1,236,954 18,296,166 

1,365,138 18,124,082 

1,443,658 20,013,297 

1,404,960 20,120,120 

1,511,157 22,731,994 

1,565,154 24,905,200 


PUICES, W'AGES, MORTALITY, CHIMES. 

Prices of Stocks in January; the num- 
ber of Bankulpts iu each year; and the 
average price per quarter of Whkat (Wm- 
che.Nter measure), at Windsor market • — 


yv. 

3 per Ct, 
55 

Hk. 

India, 

liks 

m. 

1785 

118 

1.34 

5t»2 

dS 

1786 

71 

14.3 

157 

5i() 

42 

1787 

72 

147 

161 

509 

45 

L>8 

74 

165 

170 

709 

■19 

1789 

74 

175 

162 

562 

56 

1790 

75 

171 

165 

5S5 

56 

1791 

80 

186 

166 

fiSd 

49 

1792 

90 

201 

196 

636 

53 


Tlje hanknipt*, it seems, in 17S8 were 
709; in 1752 there were 116. These 
were the must and least numerous since 
1740. 


Srppi.iKS voted by parliament in e-ich 
year ; with the CiiRisTKNiNft« and Bi imai s 
within the l.undon Bills of Mortality : — 


)>. 

s 

upplies. 

Christenings, 

Bnrials, 

1785 

9. 

,296,300 

17,919 


919 

1786 

13, 

.420,962 

18,119 

20. 

4J4 

1787 

1^, 

114.579 

17,508 

19, 

.3 19 

1788 

>1. 

,860,263 

19,559 

19, 

6117 

1789 

11. 

,2.39,235 

Is, 163 

20, 

749 

1790 

II, 

,911,201 

18,9.s0 

IM, 

03S 

1791 

11, 

,073,656 

IS, 196 

IS 

7»i0 

1792 

11, 

1 1 34 , 56o 

19, .318 

20, 

213 


PuiCF.s of the following articles of con- 
sumption, exclusive of the duty, were ns 
follows : — 


Year, 

Cotth, 
pr chat. 

Coffee, 

preud. 

Flour, 
pr sock. 

Sugar 
pr ewi 

1784 



70 

40 

23 

17s5 

‘26 

76 

36 

24 

1786 

25 

76 

33 

25 

1787 

22 

95 

31 

37 

1788 

21 

100 

37 

30 

1789 

21 

100 

42 

28 

1790 

23 

96 

42 

36 

1791 

2‘2 

73 

38 

43 

1792 

21 

96 

36 

58 

Newcastle 

•eal; 

cofiee, 

the 


.35 

19 

29 

19 

19 
J9 

20 
20 
21 


i lett, tb* B«be». 1b« price, ew 
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stated iu tdiillings, except of tea^ which is 
in pence. 

Wages do not appear to have materially 
varied since 1760 (p. 458). The following 
is the contract rate of wamss for artificers 
at Greenwich hospital, in 1790 : — 

a. d. 

Carpenter, per day . 2 6 

Bricklayer, ditto . 3 0 

Mason, ditto . 2 10 

Plumber, ditto . 3 3 

Mr. Barton states the wages in huNbandty, 
in the same year, at 8a. li; equivalent in 
wheat to 82 pints. 

The number of criminal convictions at 

the Old Bailey, in 1787, was as follows: 

Capital convictions . 123 

Lesser offences . . 506 

Acquitted . , 396 

Executed . . .100 

ROADS AND TKAVKI.LINO. 

The essentials of commerce are money, to 
represent the value of commodities ; weights 
and measures, their quantities ; and roads 
to facilitate their conveyance. Tlie last 
arc more imiHirtant than the preceding ; 
they are almost the first step iu social im- 
|T«ivement, without which there can be 
11 . ither security nor traffic. It is only the 
sea«coaht and the banks of rivets that can 
be peopled till roads have been opened into 
the interior, by whose aid the forest is 
cleared, and a way made for the transit of 
the produce of industry. Agriculture has 
this relation to commerce that its basis is 
inienhange* It consists in the reciproca- 
tion of superabundances with dehcieiu ies, 
the excessive moisture of one district being 
made to correct the aridity of another; 
the soils and manures that are unsuitable 
or redundant iu one descript i\m of lands 
niny fertilize others, and l>uth bv improved. 
The Romans always began the task of 
civilization by opening new commuiiica* 
tious : their object, however, was neither 
commerce nor agriculture, Imt the lust of 
dominion. 

The labours of this extraordinar)* people 
are remarkable for two oversights that have 
very much excited the astonishment of 
posterity. Ignorant of the t:’ue principles 
of hydrostatics, they constructed vast 
and expensive aqueducts for the omvey- 
ance of water; whereas by a knowledge 
that water will rise to its level, and the use 
of water-pipes, they might have made that 
necessar)* element convey itself. In the 
stiucture of cartiagesi they were unac- 
qnamled with the anotafi/e udHt, bv 
wheels of a four- 
jvheeled^ vehicle may alter their paral- 
lel )H>sition to follow the curvature of the 
oad. Hence tho groat Roman ways 


could not conveniently, owing to the im- 
movable parallelism of the axles of their 
large carriages, deviate from straight lines, 
io as to pass through the adjacent towns 
and villages. 

The infancy of road-making, like that of 
navigation, must be sought in the infancy 
of nations. A canoe, hollowed out of the 
trunk of a tree, was the beginning of ship- 
building; and an Indian’s trail, by which 
an untutored tribe wend their way, in sin- 

f le file, through forest or grassy glade of 
oundless extent, is the hrst germ of a road. 
Conveyance by a quadruped, which ren- 
dered necessary the widening of the trail 
into a Sort of bridle-path, formed most 
likely the second step in the improvement 
of itinerancy. Next came the u.'»e of car- 
riage.*! ; a sledge, perhaps, first ; after that, 
the curt, or sledge, raised on two wheels, 
connected by an axle. Then came the 
double cart, or waggon of f«»ur wheel-*, by 
which two parallel and transverse axles 
were connected by a fixed longitudinal oiii*. 
In principle, no improvement l>eyond this 
has been made in the construction of car- 
riages, save that just alluded to, of the 
movable joint, which at once, by the faci- 
lities it afforded fur turning curved lines, 
dispensed with the necessity of rectilinear 
roads fur large vehicles. 

The first effort of English legislation to 
improve what may be termed the natural 
roads of the kingdom was m the reijm of 
Edward I. Ill 12^5 an act pas^ca for 
widening the highways from one market- 
town to another; but this was intended 
rather to prevent robbery than to facili- 
tate travelling. The roads of particular 
districts were amended by several laws of 
Henry VIII. In the reign of Philip and 
Mary a gimeral act passerl for the mending 
of highways, *• being,” says the law, “both 
very noisome and teilious to travel on, and 
dangerous to passengers and cariiages.” 
Under this statute surveyors were to ba 
appointed, and every parish, by four days’ 
labour of its people, was compiled to re- 
pair its own roads. This was a very effi- 
cient measure, till the vast extent of popu- 
lation and tnule iu the reigns of James I. 
and Charles Land II. rendered necessary 
a more general system, especially in the 
vicinity of the metropolis and large towns. 
Hiis gave rise to turmfn/ira iu the reign of 
Charles II., by which those who enjoyed 
the benefits of safe and ea^y travelling 
contributed the iiece>sary expense, in the 
payment of tolls, levied at toll-gates called 
turnpikes. It was a salutary and just in- 
novation, but lot>g unpopular, and was not 
generally introiluccd through i he kingdom 
till the peace of Paris, in ITiuX 

For nearly 100 years after the first iir 
tfoductiou of turnpikes, they do not appeal 
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to have been generally available for tra- 
velling, or the conveyance of merchandize. 
Down to the middle of last century, a ^reat 
part of the internal trade of the island was 
carried on by pack-horses, the roads not 
being passable for a cait, or other wheeled 
carriage. This the writer knows from tra- 
dition to have been the case in the counties 
of York and Lancaster. A line of horses, 
the first having a bell, conveyed through 
long winding lanes a large part of the 
woollen manufactures of the West- Riding 
of Yorkshire. A gentleman of Manches- 
ter, who realised a sufficient fortune to en- 
able him to keep a carriage, when not half 
a dozen were kept in the town, carried on 
his business in this way. lie sent the 
manufactures of the place into Notting- 
hamshire, Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, 
and the intervening counties ; and princi- 
pally took in exchange feathers from Lin- 
colnshire, and malt from Cambridgeshire 
and Nottinghamshire. All his commodi- 
ties were conveyed on pack-horses, and he 
was from home the greater part of every 
3'ear, performing his journeys entirely on 
horseback. His balances were received in 
guineas, and were earned with him in his | 
saddle-bags. In Lincolnshire he travelled 
chiefly along bridle -ways through fields, 
where frequent gibbets warned lum of bis 
perds, and where flocks of wild-fowl, dark- 
ened the air Origina/^ 161). It 

is almost within the memory of the existing 
generation when there was no rurriage- 
road between Ilor>hain and Loudon ; the 
only means of reaching London, thirty-six 
miles distant, was either by going on toot 
or on horseback, the latter not being prac- 
ticable at all seasons of the year, nor in 
every state of the weather. In Scotland, 
about the same {xriod, intercourse and bu- 
siness were similarly conducted. Oatmeal, 
coals, turf, and even straw and hay, were 
carried, not by carts or waggons, nut on 
horseback {^M^Culioch'M Com, Diet., 91.*)). 
But in carrying goods between disUnt 
places a cart wa.s used, as all that a horse 
could carry ou his back was not sufficient 
to defray the cost of a long journey. The 
time requisite to perfornn the journey seems 
*iow incredible. 'I’he common carrier, says 
the authority Just quoted, item Selkirk to 
Edinburgh, fin rty -eighty miles distant, re- 
quired a foriniaht for his journey between 
the two places in going and returning. 

The intelligc nt Arthur Young, who tra- 
velled througn the tom hem and northern 
counties of England In 1 770-2, often ad- 
verts to the state of the common roads. 
He speaks well of some in Wiltshire, and 
of the greet north one to Barnet ; and of 
1h'4 Kentish turnpike. In Norfolk, he 
says, where the roads are IIkt boast of the 
iunabitaali^ they have not ^'oue mile of 


excellent road in the whole county” {Sn 
weeks^ Tour in the Southern Couutiet, 
320). In the muddy road from Bury tc 
Sudbury in Suffolk, he was forced to move 
<<as slow, as in any uninended lane in 
Wales.” The grips he found cut across 
for carrying off the water must, by the in- 
tolerable jolting they occasioned, have aug- 
mented the discommrts of travelling. In 
the north, he found matters, as might be 
expected, still worse. At C'astle Howard 
he was near being swallowed up in a 
slough.*’ From Richmond to Darlington 
the roads were execrably bail, broken into 
holes, like an old pavement, sufficient to 
** dislocate the bones.” “Yet,” he says, 
“the ))eoplc all drink tea*^ (Si.r 
Tour through the North of Engiand^ ii. 
2r>-l). At one spot he arrived at, a cross-road 
fronted nine ways at once, without a single 
directing-post*’ (^Jbid, iv. 423). As to tl.e 
Lancashire ways, he cautions people to 
shun them as they would the devil. The 
desciiption he gives of the turnpike-road 
from Wigan to Preston (proud Preston, as 
it was formerly called, as being the exclu- 
sive abode of gentry) is frightful enough ! 
“ I know not,” says he, “ in the whole 
range of language terms sufficiently e\- 
piessive to describe ibis infernal road. To 
look over a map, and perceive that it is a 
principal one, not only to some towns, but 
even whole counties, one would naSiiraliy 
conclude it to be at least decent ; but lit 
me most siriuusly caution all travellers 
who may accidentally purpose to travel 
this terrible country to avoid it as they 
would the devil, for a thousand to one but 
they break their necks or their limbs by 
overthrows or bre.»kings down. They will 
here meet with rutn, which 1 actually mea- 
sured, fotdr feet derp, and floating wuh 
mud only from a wet summer ; — what, 
therefoie, must it be after a winter? The 
only rn> ndiog it in places receives, is the 
tumbling in some loose stones, winch sene 
no other purpose but jolting a carnage in 
the most intolerable manner. These are 
not merely opinions, but facts, for I actu- 
ally passed three carts broken down in 
these eighteen miles of execrable memory’ 
(Northern Tour, iv. 431), 

Acatstumed to the smooth and Icve! 
roads of the present day, we can form nc 
idea of the delays and dangers of I’orintM 
tourists. The anecdote related of the poet 
Cowley in 1665 seems almost incredible. 
He hud retired into the country, to Chert- 
sey, and thence invited Sprat to enjoy the 
pleasures of St. Anne’s Hill, telling him, 
“ that he might sleep the first night at 
Hampton Town thus spending two dayi 
in the performaitce of a Journey of twenty 
two miles, in Che neighuouihood of Lon 
don. 
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Our lurprise at such relations is lessened^ 
upon reflecting on the length of time con- 
sumed in stage-coach iravelling. Forty 
years later* namely, in 1706, the^ stage- 
coach from York to London was four days 
on the road. The journey now per- 
formed in about twenty hours. In 1763 
there was only a coach once a month from 
Edinburgh to London ; and it took from 
twelve to fourteen da)S to perform the 
journey. Now, six or seven coaches start 
daily from one capit<il to the other, and 
perform the journey in from forty-five to 
forty-eight hours. Even this is in rapid 
progress of being eclipsed, by the miracles 
of railway travelling, but of which a notice 
belongs to a subsecpient period. 

The strenuous efforts of the legislature 
to improve not only the inter-coinmuiiica- 
tioiis of the kingdom, but also to effect 
other local amendments, will appear from 
the following classification of the number 
of acts of parliament passed for these pur- 
poses, in the interval from 1784 to 179*2, 
which is the period more immediately 
claiming attention : — > 

Roads, bridges, See. • • • 302 

(Jaiials, harhours, SiC, . . 64 

Inciosures, draining, See. . . 2 15 

Paving, and other parochial improve- 
ments • • . . . 139 

Total 750 


Historical Dissertation on the Antiquity 
of the British Constitution,” 1767; “View 
of Society in Europe,” 4to. ; “Observa- 
tions on the Law and Constitutional His- 
tory of Scotland,’* 1776 ; “ History of the 
Reformation in Scotland,” 4to., 1780. 

Jonas Hanway, traveller and philanthro- 
pist, 1712 — 1786. “ Historical Account of 
the British Trade in the Caspian Sea,” 4 
vols. 4to., 1753. 

Suame Jeiiyus, 1704— 1787. ‘*Art of 
Dancing,” a poem, 17*28; “Free Inquiry 
into the Nature and Origin of Evil,” 
1757; “View of the Internal Evidences 
of the Christian Religion,” 1776 ; “ Dis- 
quisitions on Various Subjects,” 1782 ; 
“Thoughts on Parliamentary Reform,” 

John We ‘ley, founder of the Methodists, 
1703 — 1791. “A Calm Address to the 
American Colonies’* a pamphlet on the 
side of the British Government, on the 
breaking out of the war, Mr. Wesley’s 
works on divinity, ecclesiastical history, 
sermons, &c., amounted in 1774 to thirty- 
two vols., 8vo. 

Adam Smith. 1723 — 1790. “The Theory 
of Moral Sentiments,” 1755; “Essay on 
tlie Oiigin of Languages;” “ Inquiry into 
the Nature and Causes of the Wealtli of 
Nations,” 2 vo's. 4to., 1776. 

Thomas Wart on, poet-laureate. 1728 — 
1790. •• Observations ou SpeiiSiT’s Fairy 
Queen,” 1754 : “ History of English Poe- 
try,” first vol, 4to. 1774, second vol. 1778, 
third vol. 1781 : the author’s death left it 


lllKLANIl IN 1748 AND 1792. 

ir^S. 179‘2. 1 

Land about Cork (English 

acre) . . . . 16 80 

About Dublin (Irish acre) GO 170 

Wool per stone . . 7 16 

Sheep ... 9 26 ' 

Oxen, fat • • . 100 240 

Milch cows • ^ . • 40 145 

These are the average pi ices in s^iV- 

Corn was occasionally very low and 
very high ; hut »o unequal was the coun- 
try to feed itself, that Duhliii alone paid to 
foreign parts for wheat and flour above 
100,000/. annually. There is not only now 
an annual supply, but Ireland has, upon 
an average, exported latterly 300,000 bar- ' 
ids of wheat, and 500,000 barrels of oats. 

JRegisitr /or 1792, p. 106.) 

MBN OV I.BTTBRS. 

Robert Lowth, bishop of Londoiii 1710 
7-1787. “ De sacra Podst liebnoorum,* 4to. 
W53 ; “ Life of William of Wykeham,” 
8 VO. 1758; IntrmUtction of sKtigUsh 
Grammar,” 176*2; “ Isaiah:” a new trans- 
lation, 1778. 

Gilbert Stuart, LL.D., I742--17B6. 


tinfinivhe I. 

Benjamin Franklin, LL.D., 1706 — 
1790. “Liberty and Necessity;*' “Poor 
Richard’s Almanac,’ 1732; “Experiments 
in Elect licit}'. 1747 — 1757. 

Sir Jonhua Reynolds, an eminent artist. 
1723—1792. “Notes on a Tour in the 
Netherlamls,” 1781-1783, ” Discourses ’ 

at the Royal Academy, 1769 — 1790. His 
works, edited by Malone, two vols. 4to., 
were published in 1797* 

Francis Grose, antiquary, 1731 — 1791 
“Antiquities of England,” 8 vols.4to., 1773; 
“Treatise ou Ancient Armour,” 1786; 
“ Provincial Glossary and Proverbs,*’ 1787 ; 

Antiquities of Ireland,” 2 vols. 4to., post- 
humous. 

.lohn Smeaton, civil engineer, 1724— 
1792. ** Ex\HHimental Imuiiry on the Na- 
tural Powers of Wind ami Water to turn 
Mills, &c.”4to., 1760 ; “ Historical Rt-port 
on Ramsgate Harbour,” 8vo,, 1791 ; ” Nar- 
rative of the building of Eddy stone Light- 
house,” folio., 1791. 

Catherine Macauley, or Graham, the re- 
publican Imtori an : died 1791. “ History 
uf England, from the Accession of James 
I. to the Brunswick Line, ’ fir^t vol. 4to., 
1763, the eighth and last in 178.3. “ Re- 
marks on Hobbes,” 1769. “Letters on 
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Education, ” 1790. ** Letter to Lord Stan- j first vol. in 1771 ; the last, which was post- 
hope on the French Revolution,” 1791. | humous, in 1793. Dr. Hcnrv translated 

Robert Henry, LL,D«, a Scottish clergy- j Goguet*a "Origin of Laws,” three vols. 
man, 1718 — 1790. "History of Great 8vo. 

Britain, to the Accession of Reward VI. ;** 


GEORGE HI. A.D. 1793 to 1803. 

The preceding portion of the current reign exhibited the progress of the 
country during eight years of peace ; the present embraces nine years of 
war, to the conclusion of the Treaty of Amiens, in 1802. Although not a 
lengthened term, it is the most interesting and important in history, de- 
monstrating by the mass of extraordinary events crowded into its brief 
space, that whatever may have been the influence of civilization in diffus- 
ing luxury and enjoyment, it has had no tendency to lessen the activity, 
diversity, and might, when called into exertion, of the human intellect and 
passions. The French Revolution brought forth giants — giants in specula- 
tion and practice — in ])olitics and war — in morals, patriotism, and crimes. 

The first and prominent event of this remarkable period is the cf)m- 
mencement of the war of 1793, and the novel principles in which i: 
originated. Unlike former wars, it did not originate in the personal quar- 
rels of princes, like those of the Edwards and Henries ; nor in religions 
animosities, like those of Henry VII f. and Eli/.ibeth; nor in leiriioiial 
cupidity, like those of VVilliam III. and (jucen Ainie ; nor in the interest.^ 
of a petty electorate, like tiiose of George 1. and 11.; nor in colonial dis- 
putes, like the first war of the present sovereign. Different from these, the 
revolutionary coiitcst had neither the passi ms of monarchs, nor the rest- 
less ambition of the Bourbons, for its object; but took its rise from the 
hitherto unimagined ground of opinion — an opinion of contingent diingc'r 
from the acts, chiefly internal, of a neighbouring state. 

As the primary cause was moral, it might have been snpiiosed that 
moral precautions, without actual hostilitie-s, were alone needed. A 
powerful kingdom had fallen into anarchy, in an effort to free herself from 
great social and political disorders ; wliat could he more peditic tlnui that 
other nations, without the risk of cxpcriiuent, should quietly profit by hi r 
example.^ If France had lost more than she had gained by the destruc- 
tion of her monarchy, her church, and aristocracy, it was doufitlcss a com 
sequence susceptible of proof, and public opinion needed only to be en- 
lightened on the tendency of her errors. Unfortunately, governments 
were not inclined to derive this gratuitous lesson. A conflagration hail 
burst forth, and they threw brands into the burning. Already apprehen- 
sive and excited by the cinigralion of a degenerate nobility, by famine, 
and the cou.itcr^rcvolutionary plots of the court, the rage of the French 
kindled into fury at the threatened intervention of foreigners in their 
aUttirs. By the itivasion of the first coalition, in 1792, and its vain de- 
nunciations of vengeance, every evil was precipitated, an unconquerable 
power elicited, and the death or the king and massacre of the royalists 
provoked* • ^ 

Except the merit of being later in the field, England evinced neither 
more wi«loni nor folly than the cuntijicntul despots. Like them, she was 
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not content to observe a moral quarantine pending the delirium of her 
neighbour, be a spectator of her convulsions, and profit by the lessons they 
afforded. Urged by various considerations, she mingled in the fray, first 
as an accessory, next as principal, and lastly, single-handed. The classes 
and interc. ts whicli mainly produced this determination in public policy 
may peihaps be described under the following category: — 

The Jirst and most inffuential were doubtless the aristocratic orders of 
the community. Foremost among these may be classed the king himself. 
Although George III. was not remarkable for shining abilities, he always 
manifested a shrewd sense of his own interests, and seemed conscious of 
the influence likely to be wrought on the Halus of his order by the progress 
of the French Revolution. “If a stop.” said he, “be not put to French 
]»rinciples, there will not be a king left in Europe in a few years*.” A 
like apprehension of real or imaginary danger influenced the peerage, the 
church, corporations, and the legal and proprietary classes. The only 
noblemen who openly defended the Revolution were the eccentric earls 
Stanhope and Lauderdale ; the rest were alarmists in different degrees, 
tliough they did not openly pass over to the ministerial standard, like Burke 
and Windham, and the lords Portland, Spencer, Fit'/-william, Lough- 
borougli, and other peers and commoners, who acquired tliat distinctive ap- 
pellation. In neither house of parliament was there a valid opposition to 
the war. The resolutions brought forward by Mr. Fox (see Fch. 18, 1193) 
embraced the sentiments of his party in both houses ; but, like tbe motions 
generally emanating from the same quarter, they rather impugned the 
minister than his measures : for though they disclaimed the right of one 
country to interfere with another on account^ of its internal government — 
a sentiment from which the chiefs of their opponents did not openly dissent 
— they did not specifically deny the absence of adequate ground tor hostilities. 

The second class, who viewed the rupture of amicable relation^ with 
France favourably, were the religious sectaries. In the view of these, the 
French were an infidel nation, with whose course were associated atheism 
and licentiousness ; and the war was a holy enterprise for the rc-cstablish- 
meut of religion, morality, aiul social order. Tlic inffiience of this party was 
not derived from wealtli or intellectual pre-eminence, but from numbers, 
and an assumption of exemplary purity of motive and conduct. They were 
mostly under the guidance of Mr. Wilber force, who, though opposed to the 
commencement of the war, was prevented, by the management of Mr. Pitt, 
from making a public declaration of his sciuimeiits in parliamcn\ and after 
hostilities had continued a year or two, he openly expressed himself con- 
vinced of their necessity. 

The thirdy and by far the most numerous class, were those whose feel- 
ings were wrought on by the excesses of the Revolution. Without the aid 
of these, war would have been impossible : they were tbe bulk of the nation 
the old and young of both sexes — who could feel better than reason. In- 
flamed by the writings of Mr. Burke, and the French emigrants, who now 
uumdaled tbe country, they read with horror the details of the Parisian 
insurrections, of the insults offered to the royal family, and of the trial and 
treatment of Louis XVI. They beheld the. national frenzy, the blood 
and desolation, but not their causes or extenuation. They did not reflect 
that the crimes of a populace, ignorant, exciteil, often maildcncd by hunger, 
luul long oppressed, were not the crimes, nor wishes of tlio nation : that a 
emble danger menaced France; that brute force could only be resisted by 
e aid of brute force ; that a league of kiinrs — themselves tyrants — had 

* NicholU*!! HecoUveiions of the Reign of 11 b. j'* *109. 
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combined to dictate lo France her Bocial institutions, and that their inter* 
vention was solicited, encouraged, and promoted by domestic treason. 
History has revealed these truths, and placed them beyond dispute. It is 
now perfectly understood that nothing w'ould satisfy the discomfited royaliifs 
of France, save the restoration of the ancient despotism; and that Louis 
himself, in violation of his professions, his engagements, and his oaths, w^as 
acting ill concert w'ith a rabid coalition ^^ho projected the invasion, perhaps 
the desolation and dismemberment of his kingdom*. 

France could not have any wish to become a second Poland, nor Paris 
an Ismael. Had her emergencies been known, — the plots internal and ex- 
ternal against her liberties and nationality, — it is probable the British people 
would have been more tolerant of her ofl'ences, and less disposed to resent 
them by hostilities. As it was, they were ignorant, if not duped. Neither 
does the governinent a})pcar to have been obnoxious to serious reproacbes, 
unless it were because it was not wiser and more just than the coinmiiniiy. 
It went with the torrent, which at the moment, perhaps, it was vain to re- 
sist. That the war was popular at the beginning is shown by the “ Events 
and Occurrences* of the pciiud — by the absence of ])etition8 and remon- 
strances against it — by the acquiescence of all classes and interests, except 
a few revolutionary zeah^ts, xvlio were only as dust in the balance in the 
determination of this great public question. 

On the part of the government, the war was neither foreseen nor preme- 
ditated. This appears from the tenor of the king’s speeches to parliament, 
and those of his minister. In the summer of 1792, towards the dohc ot 
the session, Mr. Pitt said in the House of Commons, “England hud never 
a fairer prospect of a lung continuance of peace. 1 think we may confident- 
ly reckon on peace for tkn vtAUst.** He looked upon the existing dispute 
with France about the opening of the Scheldt, and other matters, as 
nothing more than an aftair of ihe violation of treaties, upon w hich he rea- 
soned in the pompous commonplace of an old Ai.\-la-Chapellc jdeiiipotcn- 
tiary. Mr. Burke was not more prescient of the results of the Revolu- 
tion : he considered France self-extinguished (Feb. 9, 1790), and advo- 
cated a reduction in our pcacc-cstablishmcnt. 

That peace would have Ixien letter than war, the profiilcss results of tlic 
contest demonstrated. It averted no evil, and attained no gowl that might 
not have been attained without it. Nevertheless, hostilities seemed the un- 
avoidable result of circumstances. Had Mr. Pitt refused to go lo war, be 
W’ould have been driven from power by the united voice of king and people, 
and his successor, wlicther whig or tury, would have been compelled to 
pursue the course of policy which was only reluctantly followed by that ce- 
lebrated statesman. On the other hand, had England been more ]>nci(ically 
inclined than she was, she might a little later have been forcerl into the 
contest by the altered tone, the foreign intermeddling, and exlruvagaucc 
of the French government. 

France w' »s no longer the same after the retreat of the duke of Bruns- 
wick, and UiC successful resistance of 1792 . The national energies had 
been evoked, foreigners had l>ccn everywhere driven from her frontiers ; 
she was intoxicated oy her triumphs, and sudden escape from the thrall of 
the coulitioii. Republicanism had become the faith — almost the fanatic 
faith— of the nation ; and the r.eal of the French in its propagation was 

♦ Memoirs and rorrt^pomK nct' of LHf.i>ett4>. iil, 220 Brrfrand dy 

fill, 39, quoted by M. Thiers. ** All or nothing’* (LMfayeite*M Meiindr*** m , 2.>2) was 
the constant cry of the emigrants, hradid by the king’s hruthvis Monsieur auc t lu 
Cotttii d’Aitots, th« foriTi«*r uMerwartU L uin XVIII., and the lativr Charles X. 

f NlehoUs’s Uecotlevtiuns ol Ueotge 111., p. i:>7. 
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hardly less than that of the followers of Mahomet. Eipiallly was esteemed 
a universal r^ht ; and it was felt as an obligation of the prevailing cosmo- 
politanism, that the whole family of man ought to share in its blessings-. 

While t^ spirit of propagandism prevailed, peace was hardly compaiible 
with security. England must become either republican or hostile ; mo- 
narchy could not co-exist with the proselyting zeal of her neighbour, 
sccoiulcd as it was by some active, though not very numerous, converts in 
this country. 

The Revolution solved important political problems, and many moral 
ones. France went rapidly through every phase of the social cycle. 
From despotism she fell into the depths of democracy. After exhibiting in 
this abyss the strangest feats of wildness, energy, and wondennent, slie 
again emerged, divested of part of the dross and pollution that had accom- 
panied her fall, into the (juieter regions of aristocracy. Theories which 
philosophers liad only propounded in their closets were boldly tried, and 
tlieir applicability to liuinan affairs tested. It w'as a plunge in the dark, in 
which no one could boast superior light; for all the extremes of the Revo- 
lution seem to have been inevitable issues. The old fabric of the monarchy 
once assailed, no intermediate resting-place could be found. The 
royalists would surrender nothing ; they appealed to physical force, and tlie 
aid of the musses was necessary to resist tlicm. The multitude compicrcd ; 
but armed, w ithout knowledge or experience, they could neither govern nor 
he governed. Partly by stratagem, partly by force, their weapons "svcTe 
got from hem, order was re established, and France reaped some of the 
rewards of her un[»aralleled trialf. 

It is only the leading points of this extraordinary movement, and of the 
war it produced, that can be incliuh d in this introductory summary ; the 
detail and filling-up must he sought in the “ Occurrences.’* 

Tile meeting of the Convention*, tow aids the close of 1792, has been 
already described (p. 538). It chosen on the basis of universal suf- 
frage ; and had nut its acts been iuHucoccd by the municipality and clubs 
of Paris, they would have been perhaps more truly the expression of the 
iintioiud will than those of any legislature that ever assembled. It began 
its inis.-ion with the formal deposition of the monarchy; it was the first 
year of the Republic, 1789 being the first year of liberty. Next followed 
ilie trial and execution of the king. Vigorous measures were adopted to 
ilcfend the country against the combined powers ; the revolutionary tri- 
bunal and committee of public safety were established. F'ierce contests 
next arose between the Gironde deputies and the Jacobins ; the former w ere 
ileemed too tame for the crisis, and, the latter triumphing over them, they 
were sent to the scaffold. The safety of the republic became the supreme 
law. The nation w'as summoned to ri.'^c cn masse to meet the invaders, 
and one million of republicans were assembled on the frontiers. This w as 
the commencement of the rkign of terror. It began about the middle 
ol 1793, and continued through great part of the following year. Its chief 

General Lafayette, after aKsi^'illg the Americans in the establhhment of their imle- 
p"ijdt*nce, purpOMcd assisting the Irish vwluntfern in achieving a similar boon {Mfinutf s, 
hi , 212). Lafayette was only a lukewarm t\’pe of the leal of many of the trencli re- 
publicans of 1792-3. 

t That the guo«l outweighed the evil of the Revolution is shown hy the fact, that 
lauds in France jield one-third more produce than the\ the! meviouNly to the taking of 
the Bustile {SicholU\ Reeoihrtioni ofikt Beiffno/ Ge«V»;r ///..p. 89). A tolerably satis- 
hictory proof iliis ; but all the fruita of the atruggle have not yet been gathered by 
trance or I'lurope. 
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agents were Robespierre, Dan ton, Marat, St. Just, and Couthon, most 
of whom were young lawyers whose ages averaged about thirty years. 
They governed by the guillotine, upon the maxims of the deys of Algiers, 
by beheading all whom they disliked. Draco had only one punishment 
for offences, and they seem to have adopted the institutions of that san- 
guinary lawgiver. Generals, deputies, and private persons, without re- 
gard to age, sex. or condition, science, virtue, or services, were all made 
to pass under the axe, if suspected of crimes against the state. “ The 
glory of France,” says Madame de Stael, “was decimated in the deaths of 
Roland. Malesherbes, Bailly*, Lavoisier, Vergniaud, Guadet, and Cun- 
dorcet.” Eighty victims each day were not unusually offered up to the 
Moloch of anaichy. The Revolution became blind as well as furious. 
Like Saturn, it began to devour its own children. Hardly were the llris- 
sotins ill tlieir graves, than the Jacobins fell upon each other. Robes- 
pierre and Danton combined against Hebert and the Cordeliers : ihes o 
immolated by their joint efforts, Robespierre rose against Dnntoii, and 
lastly the tyrant himself fell a victim to his confederates in crime, — Tallicn, 
IJarrere, Billaud-Vareniics, and Bourdon de L’Oise. . 

The elect of the clubs having perished by the hands of each otlu i-, 
France began to breatiic from internal slaughter. After the fall of RoU s 
pierre the executive power wfis vested in a Diuectory of five pei>oini. 
jMnir of these were Jacobins; but though of that party, they found no gt)- 
verninent compatible with its principles of constant insurrection and [)opu- 
lar excitement. Jacobinism bad addressed itself to the passions, abstract 
rights, and apparent interests of the people, by which they called fuiih 
their energies, and enlisted them in the public cause. Their union was 
cemented with the blood of a thousand victims ; their desperate deeds shiii- 
ting out the hope of mercy from their enemies, left no alternative but 
Death or Victory. It is possible their reckless course saved France from 
the coalition, and was a result which the mure wavering and scruj-ulous 
policy of the Constitutionalists and Girondins w ould not have accuinplislud. 
But tijcir mission fulfilled, their services were no longer desirable. Tiny 
had swept away the use w ith the abuse, in church and state, morals uu l 
religion. They bad jiroved themselves efficient cxterniinalors of foreign aiib 
domestic foes; but the time bad arrived when the course of the Revuluti* i 
ought to be staved, and the guillotine cease to he the head magistrate of 
a comiminity, aspiring to be civilized. 

The Directory proceeded with caution, but vigour and persevcraiu c. 
Tile first point to attain was to annihilate the di.sturbing influence of the 
clubs, which, with the aid of the populace, had dictated the proceedings ot 
the Conventiunt- The meetings of the Jacobins were suppressed, and tlic 
attempt at their revival in the Pantheon defeated. The more violciii of 
them were gradually weeded from the municipality of Paris, and IVoio 
offices of power and trust in the government. Barrerc, Billaud-Varcnmj', 


♦ Consider •^tions on the French Rcvcnulion, ii., 121. 

f Dumont, ir ir{)eakjiii^ of the influence of the Jacobins and other affJliati’d sociciii-^. 
says. the wboU? of ihf tieopie w»»je excited l»y thewe societies, which noon became rivals 
of the Aaaenthly. A member, who had no infliieticc with the Aawmhly, had only to aflett 
emaRgeriited democracy, aiui be U*cafu»* a hcio among the Jacobiftil. These stjcitdies 
became hot*huu!iei», in which every venomoun |ilaiit, that cotdd not be made to grow m 
the open air, was foiced to matunt)*’ [Hfcoiiechow of il/iVoAfua, 284). It wu'* from tm» 
»< uice Robeapterre, Ddotou, Marut, and other tanguinar)^ spirits, derived their ascen- 
dancy 
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Colloi D’Herbois, Vadier, and others of the party in the Convention were 
expatriated. Inflammatory journals were suppressed ; and to lessen the 
influence of popular clamour, the galleries in the Convention, for spectators, 
were reduced. The Jacobins felt their power being undermined ; tenacious 
of life, they tried by repeated insurrections to recover their ascendancy ; 
their last effort was the unsuccessful conspiracy of Babeuf, in 1796. The 
directorial government persevered in its policy of conciliating the moderate 
and repressing the anarchists, till its dissolution in 1799, when it was su- 
perseded by the consulate. 

The Convention dissolved itself in October, 1795, having first established 
a new constitution, the nature of which, as well as its fierce contest with 
the Parisian sections, are set forth in the “ Occurrences.** It had sat three 
years, during which it had exercised legislative and executive power in a 
wonderful manner. Its glorious acts and criminal excesses are the theme 
of history. With a bold hand it had smote into the dust a monarchy which 
the superstition of fourteen centuries had consecrated. With remorseless 
energy it destroyed the dominant factious that successively rose in its own 
bosom. It acknowledged no distinctions, prescription, or privilege, save 
that of talent and patriotism, to which it opened a boundless career. 
Standing alone, it defeated tiie confederated despotisms of Europe, trans- 
formed the refuse of cities into conquering heroes, and created exhaustless 
resources out of the spoils of foes and traitors. Its course was dazzling ; 
often marked with lire, l)lood, and mourning, but it reached the goal ; saved 
France, and raised her to a height of power she had never attained since 
the days of Charlemagne. 

The commencement of 1795 was a favourable moment for England with* 
drawing from a hopeless contest. The object of the war was unattained 
and unaUainiible. 1 he Bourbon cause was hopeless, and the “ march to 
Paris’* had proved a dear-bought illusion. France, in the language of Mr. 
Piit, bad become “ an armed nation ** It was vain to expect that mercenary 
legions would triumph over a pow'crful and enthusiastic people. Defeated 
oursel es in Holland, the Netherlands severed from Austria, Savoy from 
Sardinia ; and peace Ci)ncluded by the republic with Prussiii, Spain, and 
Tuscany, what could be hoped from perseverance under so many disasters? 
Tiic destruction of the Toulon fleet, the acquisition of Corsica and Gnada- 
loujie, and the naval victory of lord Howe, would not counterbalance the 
lo'S of so many allies and r.ch provinces : moreover, the spirit of the people 
in the two countries had changed. Anarchy hail subsided in France after 
the dispersion of the Terrorists, and a government of apparent stability 
had been established. With the restoration of order and humanity the 
hostile feelings of the English had abated : they had ceased to be ap])rehen- 
sive that a spirit of insubordination would be diffused by her infectious 
example, or rank and property be endangered. 

The war itself had brought many domestic evils, besides increased taxa- 
tion, and a vast addition to the public expenditure. The liberties td the 
l>eople had been abridged by the suspension of the Habeas Corpus Act — 
hy inundating the country with spies and informers — and by arbitrary and 
vindictive prosecutions. The irregular trials and severe punishments in- 
dicted on the Scotch reformers, in 1793, and the attempt to crush at one 
blow those of England in the following year, excited general disgust »\nd 
'udignatiou. Such was the increase of iwpiilar discontents that the kini^ 
Was assailed in his carriage, and his life endangered, on the openirg of 



BRITISH CnR(3MOLOr.y. 


5Tr, 

parliament, in 1195. This violence, and the activity of the reform socie* 
ties, gave rise to new laws for the better preservation of his majesty’s per- 
son, and the prevention of public meetings for political purposes. The 
minister, however, was tenacious of his purpose : with the loss of allies, 
and the loss of popularity, he still clung to the delusive hope that the fiscal 
resources of the enemy would be exhausted ; just as if a revolutionary go- 
vernment, with a devoted population of 25 millions, a fertile soil and fine cli- 
mate, reinforced by conquests that had added one-fourth to its means, could 
ever want the sinews of war ! 

It was a war against principles, but only principles on one side. Demo- 
cratic excesses were sought to be punished, but not the crimes of cabinets. 
Commiseration was felt for the death of a monarch, but none for the ex- 
tinction of a nation. In 1791 the Poles reformed their government, and 
established a free constitution. In the following year Russia, with tikc 
concurrence of Austria and Prussia, overran their country, and forcibly 
put down their constitution. Neither a democratic republic in France, nor 
a constitutional monarchy in Poland, would satisfy the caprice of regal 
despots. In 1793 Poland was partly dismembered : in 1794 her name, 
in lieu of that of France, as Mr. Burke hud announced, was expunged 
from the map of Europe. The British government was an unmoved spec- 
tator of the annihilation of a member of the “ great European family,” 
neither expressing indignation at its injustice, nor alarm for the loss of 
that balance of power whicli, for a century preceding, it had been almost 
the exclusive object of her foreign policy to maintain. 

In 1795 the professed object of the war against France changed ; it was 
no longer against her form of government, her irreligion, nor licr levelling 
doctrines; but against her ambition and territorial aggrandizement, — evils 
which the war itself had created. The year 1797 seems to have been its 
most disastrous epoch. 

By the victories of General Buonaparte the emperor was compelled, for 
the safety of Vienna, to conclude the treaty of Campo Formio, which 
severed Belgium and Italy from the empire, and left England singly to 
contend with the gigantic power of the republic. Intoxicated by success, 
the Directory threatened to invade England, assembled an army on the 
opposite coast, called the Army of England^ and actually sought to raise a 
loan on the credit of British spoils. Public credit became affected ; tlie 
funds fell ; there was a run on the northern banks, which extended to the 
Bank of England, already drained of s])ccie by heavy remittances to the 
Continent, and it was compelled, in obedience to an Order in Council, to 
stop payment in coin. This was in February. Scarcely had the public 
apprehensions on this subject began to subside, then a series of mutinies 
broke out in the fleets at the Nore and Portsmouth, which continued two 
months, and at one time assumed so alarming an aspect, as to threaten 
the safety of the navy, either by the sinking of the ships, or their surrender 
to the enemy by their rebellious crews. These disorders being quelled by a 
union of firmness and concession, public attention was next called to the 
critical state of Ireland. Societies had there been generally established of an 
opposite bu> alike dangerous description — the United Irishmen, seeking the 
r^ress of Wrongs by foreign intervention, and the Orangemen, to uphold 
a system of injustice by irritating outrages, and persecution. The violence 
of both had its liatural vent in a bloody civil war, which burst forth in tbe 
following year. Out of this calamity arose the common good to both knig- 



GEORGE III. A.D. 1793 to 1803. 


577 


domB, of the legislative union; which, after much delay and negotiation 
in the reconcilement or purchase of existing interests, was finally consum- 
mated in the last year of the century. 

Though the fortunes of the country were alarmingly depressed in n97, 
it rapidly emerged from the nadir of adversity. One "fevourable circum- 
stance of that year was the low price of bread, wheat being one-third or 
one-fourtl\ less in price than the average of the two preceding years. 
Public difficulties tended to unite the people by lessening the asperity of 
factions. Moreover, the national spirit had been roused by the arrogant 
conduct of the French Directory, who had dismissed Lord Malmesbury, 
sent on a pacific mission to the republic, with a haughtiness akin to that 
evinced by Lord Grenville in the dismissal of M. Chauveliii in 1793. 
After the victory of Camperdown all uneasiness ceased, as to the spirit of 
British seamen. The sailing of the grand Toulon armament, under Napo- 
leon Buonaparte, to Egypt in May 1798, removed any apprehension as to 
a descent on this kingdom. A few months after, this powerful fleet was 
destroyed in gallant style by Admiral Nelson, in the bay of Aboukir. This vic- 
tory had an electric effect on the s^iirits of the people, momentarily depressed 
by the issue of the Ostend expedition. It also roused tlic spirits of the conti- 
nental states opposed to the power of France, which had begun to be un- 
popular from the invasion of Switzerland, and the rapacity exercised in 
Italy and the Netherlands. 

The year 1799 was pregnant with important events. At home it com- 
menced with the imposition of a tax of ten per cent, on all incomes aliove 
200/., with a diminishing ratio on incomes below that sum, and not less 
than 60/. On the Continent, aided by English subsidies, a third coali- 
tion (that of Pilnitz being the first), not less formidable then the second, 
was formed against tlic French Republic. Russia had taken the place of 
Prussia in the new confederacy, and Naples and Turkey of Sardinia and 
Tuscany. Except in Holland, where a combined English and Russian 
force failed in an effort to restore the Stadtholder, the allies were signally 
successful; and even in Holland the Dutcli fleet in the Texel fell into the 
hands of the English. The expedition, however, was very disastrous to 
the British, who were compelled to sign a humiliating’ convention, besides 
suifcring severely from the attacks of the enemy, the severity of the wea- 
ther, and the hoslility of the inhabitants, whom they had professedly ome 
to aid in throwing off the republican yoke. From Italy the French were 
driven by the victories of Marshal Suvarof, aided by the counter-revolution 
effected in the kingdom of Naples and the dominions of the Pope. Amidst 
these reverses General Buonaparte landed in France, from the conquest of 
Egypt, and was received as the saviour of the country. From his great 
and varied talents he was looked upon as peculiarly fitted to retrieve the 
afliiirs of the republic, which had suffered in his absence through the in- 
capacity of the Directory, unable at once to cope w’ith the coalition on the 
frontier, and resist in the interior the machinations of royalists and jacobins. 
A revolution followed in November, of an extraordinary character, ( it is 
described in the “ Events’’) by which Buonaparte was created hirst 
Consul of the rc])uhlic. « 

Immediately after his elevation to the consular chair, he made a direct 
communication to the King of England for a pacific negotiation. Ihis 
overture not meeting a favourable reception, he began energetic prepara- 
floas for opening the campaign of 1800. The victories of iMarengo and 
Hohenlinden compelled the emperor, a second time, to conclude peace for 
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the safety of his capital. England was again left single on the battle-field 
undismayed, hut weary of hostilities. This time her enemies had mul- 
tiplied ; the emperor Paul of Russia had not only capriciously withdrawn 
from the coalition, but revived the armed neutrality of the northern powers 
in defence of maritime rights. It was speedily dissolved by his sudden 
death and the cannon of Admiral Nelson. 

The spirits of the nation rose with its difficulties. Without an enemy on 
the Continent, the First Consul in 1801 revived the threat of an invasion 
of England. It proved, like all similar threats, an idle vaunt, but served to 
call forth the energies of the people in a proud array of defenders. The 
splendid victories of Alexandria and Copenhagen, the one a land and the 
other a naval triumph, gave signal lustre to the British arms in the last 
year of hostilities. The w^ar had now become without an adequate object. 
Invasion was too hazardous an experiment even for the adventurous mind 
of Buonaparte. England w'as undisputed master at sea, France on land; 
neither belligerent could act offensively towards the other : like the man 
cased in armour, they could neither injure nor be injured. Under these 
circumstances peace became the natural w ish of both nations. 

Preparatory to this a change of great Importance had occurred in the 
councils of Britain. Mr. Pitt, unable to redeem his pledge to the Irish, 
to carry, as a condition of the Union, catholic emancipation, had resigned, on 
that popular ground, the premiership, in which he was succeeded by Mr. 
Addington. One great obstacle to a pacific negotiation was^Khereby re- 
moved. Preliminaries of peace were signed between England and France, 
October 1, 1801, but a definitive treaty was not concluded till the spring 
of the follow ing year. France seized the opportunity afforded by the inter- 
vening armistice of pursuing, with restless activity, various ambitious objects. 
An expedition was fitted out for the recovery of St. Domingo and Giiada- 
loupe; the last object was promptly attained, and slavery re-established. 
Louisiana was ceded to France by Spain, and soon after sold to the Ame- 
rican States. Parma was annexed to France, and the First Consul ])ro- 
cured himself to be made president of the Cisalpine Republic. These 
secret treaties and annexations produced jealousies, but did not suspend the 
negotiations at Amiens. 

During the two last years of the war England had been visited by an in- 
tense scarcity, occasioned by the deficient harvests of 1799 and 1800. In 
March, 1801, the quartern loaf of 4lb. 5^ oz. rose to 1.?. lO^rf., but the 
harvest of that year, being unusually abundant, it fell in November to 
lO^d, (Annual Register^ xliii. 168.) While the dearth lasted, parliament 
tried to economize the national consumption by legislation ; ])rohibiting the 
use of other than brown bread, and of bread that had not been baked 
twenty-four hours. The economical wisdom of the judges was not less 
preposterous than that of the legislature ; for they fostered popular pre- 
judices against a useful class of middle-men, by severely punishing (as will 
be remarked in the “ Occurrences’’ of the year) the seasonable speculative 
enterprise of capitalists The sufferings of the people had the efi’ect of 
originating soi le useful statistical inquiries into* the national resources ; an 
Act being for tiic first time passed, in 1800, for ascertaining the population, 
and a parliamentary committee made a useful report on the nature and 
extent of^the waste lands of the kingdom. 

After much anxious suspense the definitive Treaty of Amiens was signed, 
March 27, 1802. England gave up all her colonial acquisitions, except 
Ceylou and Trinidad, but existing lareaties were not Visturl^d, neither those 
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concluded by the English in the East Indies, nor by the French on the 
Continent. 

Thus terminated the first revolutionary war. During nine years a 
dreadful experiment had been made, — by which rulers learnt the danger of 
tyranny — the people that of anarchy^ and statesmen the risk of one nation 
interfering in the internal affairs of another. Like most wars in which 
England had been engaged, it was unnecessarily protracted. Its com- 
mencement was perhaps unavoidable, in the existing spirit of the people ; 
but its long continuance was voluntary. After the close of 1794, as before 
observed, the chief obstacles to peace had disappeared, and had it been then 
concluded Europe would have escaped dire calamities. It was only after 
the establishment of the Directory that the French became intoxicated with 
the love of conquest ; that the illusions of republican liberty were ex- 
changed for the illusions of military glory ; that the aim of making one 
nation free was perverted to that of making other people slaves. It was 
this change of direction in the national feeling of France that raised from 
obscurity to the chief magistracy a soldier of vast genius, whose ambition 
was insatiable, and element desolation. By the elevation to the supreme 
power of Napoleon Buonaparte, the Revolution seemed to be closed. It was 
begun and finished by the military ; by their aid the Bastile was taken, in 
1789; by their subsequent desertion of the populace, siding first with the 
Convention, next the Directory, and, lastly, the Consulate, the democracy 
was overpowered, and order and internal quiet re-established. 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

A.D. 1793. Jan, Ireland much disturbed punishment. Barrere the president then 
by the outrages of the Defenders^ who in took off his hat, and said, ** Inconseque nce 
large bodie.s attack the houses of Frotes« of this I declare, that the punishment 
tants, and plunder them of their arms. pronounced by the National Convention 

The em])ress of Russia assigned portions against Louis Caput is — D kath.^' The 
ot' land in the Crimea to French emigrants, duke of Orleans, cousin of the king, voted 

10. The ctuiuuon council of Loudon for death, as did Sieyes. ‘‘ sans pA.'use,*’ an 
off'iTod a bounty of 40s. for every able expression of the abbe that became prover- 
seanian, and 20s. fur every ordinary sea- bial. Thomas Paine made an ingenious 
man, above tlie bounty granted by Go- speech in favour of banishment, during 
vernin-.-nt. which he was interrupted by Marat, who 

Mr. Silva and his maid-servant murdered said he was “ a quaker,” An eff’ort was 
at Clndsea ; his nephew, who committed made to delay the execution of tiie sen- 
suicide a few days after, by swallowing tence, but this appeal was negatived on the 
arsenic, was strongly suspected. 19th inst. by 330 to 310 voices after a pro- 

16. Tkiai- OF Louis XVI. — This extraor- traded .sitting of thirty-six hours, 
diiiary proceeding was nearly concluded at 18. Lord George Gordon having suf- 
the end of last year. The charges upon fered five years’ imprisonment for libels, 
which the king had been arraigned were, appeared to offer bail for his good behaviour, 
that he “had been guilty of a conspiracy lie wore a long beard, after the Jewish 
against liberty, and of attempts against fashion, and informed the court be had 
the general safety of the state.” On the entered into the “ hvdy covenant of the 
1 6th inst. the Convention met to determine circumcision.*’ Bail objected to by the 
the piini.shment Louis was to suff er. After attorney - general, and his Lordship re- 
a long deliberation, the president announced inandeu. 

to the assembly that of 721 votes, 366 were 21. Louis XVI., in the 39th year of his 
lor death, 319 for imprisonment during age, beheaded. Ho began his reign May 
the war, two for perpetual imprisonment, 10, 1774; was driven from the Tuileries 
^ight for a suspension of his execution August 10, 1792 ; imprisoned on the 14th, 
after sentence, till after the expulsion of €Uid dethroned Sept. 22 following. He had 
the Bourbons; 23 were for not putting him reigned 18 years and three months. The 
to death, unless the French territory was failure of his attempt to join ll»e emigrants 
invaded by any foreign power ; ana one was a misfortune, for his death caused a 
was for death, but with commutation of Itevengeful excitement in Europe dispropor 
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tionate to the occasion, and only atoned 
for crimes of which he was guiltless, — the 
ambition of Louis XIV. and the profligacy 
of the regency and succeeding reign. He 
was weak, but better instructed than some 
of his predecessors, and in good times 
would have been reckoned a good prince. 
Lafayette says (^Memoirs iii.) he neither 
knew how to get rid of a bad minister nor 
keep a good one. 

24. M. Chauvelin ordered to leave the 
kingdom within eight days. Persons con* 
nected with public establishments, and of 
rank and opulence, rejoiced at the abrupt 
dismissal of the French minister. 

25. Lord Auckland, the British ambas- 
sador at the Hague, presented a memorial 
to the states-geiieral severely reprehending 
the French convention. 

27. The court goes into mourning for 
Louis XVl., which was generally done in 
London. 

2vS. War with France. — A royal mes- 
sage delivered to parliament, informing 
them that the king had determined to 
augment his forces *‘lbr supporting his 
allies, and for opposing views of aggran- 
disement and ambition on the part of 
France, at all times dangerous to the inte- 
rests of Europe, but peculiarly so when 
connected with the propagation of prin- 
ciples subversive of the jieace and order of 
all civil society.” Upon this message an 
animated debate ensued ; on one side were 
arrayed the delinquencies of France in the 
execution of Louis XVl. and the restless 
ambition of her rulers ; on the other, those 
of the allies in the Brunswick manifesto, 
and dismemberment of Poland. 

30. Citizen Maret arrived in London 
with fresh proposals to avert hostilities, but 
was forthwith erden'd to quit the kingdom. 

Ff‘b. 1, The French convention having is- 
sued a declaration setting forth the grounds 
of hostilities, declared war against England 
and Holland. 

2. All onier of council directing all 
aliens to reshle within 50 miles of Coriihiil, 
and ten miles distant from the sea coasts 
and dock-yards. 

5. An embargo on French vessels. 

8. The empress of Russia interdicted 
all intercourse between her subjects and 
France. 

11. A message' from the king announced 
the declaration of war by France. Next 
day the message was debated. The osten- 
sible grounds of -var were alleged to liethe 
opening of the Scheldt, tlie exclusive navi- | 
gallon of which had been guaranteed to the 
Dutch by treaty ; second, the fraternizing 
decree of November 19th; and third, the 
danger to Eurofie from the progress of the 
French arms. The restoration of monarchy 
in France was the declared aim of the 


allies, and was alleged to be, though not 
avowed, that of the English ministers. 

12. The common council of London 
unanimously agreed to address the king, 
assuring him of their loyalty and support. 

13. Sir John Scott appointed attorney- 
general, and John Mitford, esq., solicitor- 
general. 

15. Plan of a new constitution presented 
to the French convention, drawn up by 
Condorcet, and founded on pure republican 
principles ; it was deemed impracticable 
by all parties, and laid aside, in conse- 
quence of which the executive authority 
continued vested in the convention. 

17. Dumourier invaded Holland. 

18. Resolutions ok the Okposition. 
—Mr. Fox brought forward five resolutions 
stating the specific grounds on wbicli the 
opposition difiered from ministers as to the 
necessity of war. 1. That England was 
not justified in going to war with France 
on account of her internal affairs. 2. That 
the complaints against France might have 
been obviated by furthtr negotiation. 3. 
That ministers had never distinctly stated 
the terms on which they would he disposed 
to persevere in a system of neutrality. 4. 
That the rights of independent nations, 
and the triuiq.iillity of Europe, had lieeii 
supinely iiegh‘cted by ministers in regaid 
to Poland. 5. That it is the duty of mi- 
nisters not to form any engagements which 
may be an obstacle to a separate peace 
with France, or wliich may im|)ly that 
England is acting in concert with other 
powers, for the unjustifiable object of dic- 
tating a form of government to France. A 
vehement debate ensued on these proposi- 
tions. On the siile of Fox were Cirey, 
.Sheridan, IVhitbread, Jekyll, Adams, 
Larnbtoii, Smith, and Maitland ; on the 
side of Pitt were Burke, Jenkiiison, Dun- 
das, Powys, Hill, Basset, Cornwall, Hough- 
ton, and Windham. The House divided 
on the j>reviuus question — ayes 270 ; noes 
44. Resolutions lost by a majority of 

In the lords, the war policy of ministers 
was chiefly supported by lords Grenville, 
Darnley, Carlisle, Porchester. Kinnoul, 
Stormont, and Loughborough ; and op- 
posed by Stanhope, Laiisdowiie, Derby, 
and Lauderdale. 

23. Mr. Holland sentenced to pay a 
fine of 100/. and be imprisoned one year, 
for publishing Paine's “Address to the 
Addressers.” 

24. Daniel Isaac Eaton tried, but ac- 
quitted, for a libel called “ Hog’s-wash ; or 
Politics for the People.’* 

20. Three battalions of guards having 
been first reviewed by the king, embarked 
at Greenwich for Holiund. 

Afar, 1. A pjoclaination for a general 
fast to be observed in England on the 18tl:* 
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and in Scotland on the 19th inst. Also a 
proclamation offering a pardon to all de- 
serters. 

The French under general Miranda com- 
pelled to raise the siege of Maestricht. 

3. Prince of Saxe Cubourg defeated the 
French with the loss of 5000 men, under 
General V'alence. 

4, The French republic declared war 
against Spain. 

15. Sir John Scott introduced his 
** Traitorous Correspondence Bill,*’ which 
prohibited not only the usual intercourse 
with an enemy (denominated high treason), 
hut also the purchasing lands in France, 
or investing capital ui French funds, and 
other novelties. It was modified before 
passed into a law. 

17. Dumouner defeated with great loss 
by the prince of Cobourg ; the Austrians 
in consequence recovered the whole of the 
Netherlands. 

19. Dkatii ok Manskieud. — This emi- 
Tient judge was in hts 89th year, .and had 
only retired in 1788 from tlie court of 
KiiigVbencli, where he had uprightly pre- 
sided 32 yeais. He was born at Perth, 
but was educated and had lived in Eng- 
land since three years of age. His taste 
was classical j ho was fond of letters, an 
elegant and adroit speaker, and subtle in 
argument. Dunning used to say of him, 
that when wrong, the faults of his reason- 
ing were not easily detected, and when 
right he .vus wholly irresistible. Too timid 
for a shining statesman, or even liberal 
one, his chief field of distinction was in 
judicial administration. By improvements 
in piactic(?, and unusual promptitude of 
deci^um, he kept his court free of arrears ; 
and though dining the American war the 
number of Ciiu>es annually disposed of 

dccisio 

was reversed ( Laiw Mug. v. 73). He looked 
more to justice than strict law in his adju- 
dications, and except in libel cases, he 
inclined to a liberal interpretation of legal 
dicta, and their adaptation to existing 
usage. The growth of commerce brought 
before him many novel and intricate ques- 
tions of mercantile rights : these he tried 
to settle upon general principles ; and to 
him the country is mainly indebted fur its 
commercial law, especially the part of it 
bearing on contracts and bills of exchange. 
This celebrated judge left no issue. Ine 
bulk of his fortune, which was very con- 
siderable, comprising upwanls of 26,000/. 
a year on mortgages, besides proi>erty 
otherwise invested, descended with his 
htle, to his nephew, lord Stormont. Mans- 
field was favourable to laligious liberty, 
among the sufferers by the 
Wo Popery riots : he refused to receive, 
though offered, any public compensation 
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for the destruction of his house and furni* 
ture. 

20. A Liverpool privateer under sail 
overset and sunk in the Mersey by a gust 
of wind, owing to her guns being on the 
lee-side. 

25. A treaty of commerce concluded 
with Russia for six years by lord Grenville. 

27. Dumourier in a conference with the 
Austrian colonel Mack, at Ath, forms a 
design to march on I’aiis, to re-establish 
ihe constitutional monarchy of 1791. 

30. Ostend taken possession of by the 
English, under general Macbride. 

A bill passed the Irish house of com- 
mons for admitting Roman Catholics to 
the elective franchise. 

FttKNCK Dkcubks. — In the course of this 
mouth, a revolutionary tribunal was esta- 
blished at Paris, for the trial of political 
offences ; it consisted of six judges chosen 
from the convention, and became an instru- 
ment of blood. The convention finding 
the ties of property loosened by the confis- 
cation of regal, ecclesiastical, ami heredi- 
tary pro[ erty, passed a decree denouncing 
the punishment of death against any one 
who should propose an Agrarian law, or 
attempt to injure tenitoiial, commercial, or 
personal property. Another decree of the 
29th inst. punished with death all who 
wrote in favour of monarchy. 

yipr. 1. Dumourier arrests the deputies 
sent to arrest him, and delivers them up to 
the Austrians as hostages for the safety of 
the Bourbons. 

2. Le Brun, the French minister, applied 
to lord Grenville for a passport for a person 
invested with lull powers to treat for peace: 
to this application no answer was returned. 

4. The French army indignant at the 
treachery of Dumouner, he had a narnvw 
escaiie to the Austrians, accompanied by 
general Valence and young Kgaiite \^Phi ip 
present king of France), son of the duke 
of Orleans. Next day Dumourier issued a 
proclamation to the French army. rccaj*itii- 
luting his services j it was accompanied 
by a manifesto from prince C’obuurg, re- 
iiuuiicing all views of conquest and limiting 
his intervention to the establishment of the 
constitution of 1791. 

7. (.'ummittee of Public Safety esta- 
blished at Paris to prevent conspiracy aud 
insurrection. 

8. A grand council held at Antwcri at 
which were present the duke of York, count 
Metteriiich, prince Cobourg, lord Auckland, 
and the Prvissian and SpauisU miu sters. 
Here the plan of operations was chang'd, 
and the promises in Cohourg’s manifesto 
of the 5th inst. rescindetl. 

12. Richard Phillips afterwards sheriff 
of London, the printer of the Leicester 
Herald| convicted at the Leicester sessions 
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of selling Paine's Rights of Man, was sen- 
tenced to 18 months' imprisonment. 

Ihe Bank of Knglaud began to issue 
5/. notes. 

15. Died at his apartments, New Inn, 
aged 59, Forster Powell, the celebrated 
pedestrian. He was a native of Horsforth 
near Leeds, and had been articled to an 
attorney. His favourite walking journey 
was irom London to York and back, which 
he performed four limes, each in less than 
six days, though the severe exertion of the 
last, in 1792, is supposed to have hastened 
his death. 

25. CoMMEucjAi. Credit Bill. — The 
spirit of commercial speculation, and the 
vast extension of paper currency, having 
prodiu ed great mercantile embarrassments, 
Mr. Pitt moved for a select committee to 
take the subject into consideration. From 
its report the minister moved for an issue 
of five millions of exchequer bills, to be 
advanced, under certain regulations, to 
those who should apply for such assist- 
ance, and give security for the repayment 
of them, at a fixed time. 

29. A French privateer, with her prize, 
the Spanish register ship San Jugo, was 
captured, having on board 694 cases of 
silver, each containing 3000 dollars; 33 
cases of gold, besides plate and jewels 
value 500,000/. ; 16 cases of silver in bars ; 
2.262 quintals of bark, exclusive of other 
valuables. The cargo had been two years in 
collecting in South America, and was sup- 
posed to lie worth upwards of 1,200,000/. 

May 6. Pauliauentaky Kefukh. — 
Mr. Charles Grey brought forward his cele- 
brated motion for a reform in the national 
representation. Numerous petitions had 
been previously presented to the house in 
favour of this measure. That from Shef- 
field was signed by 8,000 names; from 
Norwich by 3,700; from Birmingham by 
2,700; from Huddersfield by 1000; from 
London and Westminster by 6000; but 
the most remarkable one was from the 
Society of the Friends of the People, pre- 
sented by Mr. Grey himselt^ it occupied 
fully half an hour in the reading, and ex- 
cited a strong sensation by the ability it 
evinced, and the elaborate analysis it gave 
of the incongruities in the parliamentary 
system. The jirayer of this petition was to 
remove these inc-ngruiiies, restore triennial 
parliaments, and lessen the expenses of 
elections. Among the facts stated and 
offered to be p ;^yed, were, that 71 peers, 
by direct nomination or iniiueoce, returned 
163 members, and 91 eommimers 139 
membt^rs: thus in Knudaud and Wales 
only (exclusive of the 45 for Scntiaiid) 392 
meml^rs, being a decided maiurity of the : 
commons, were returned iudividmils I 

(Am, IZcy. xxxv. 96). These disclosures | 


made a deep impression, and continued to 
work on the public mind. Till at length 
the honourable mover, thirty-seven years 
after, wa.s enabled, seconded by tlie general 
voice, and in the high station of premier, 
to remove the more revolting discrepancies. 
But the alarm occasioned by the disturbing 
aspect of the French revolution prevented 
any immediate effect, and the motion for a 
committee of inquiry, opposed by Pitt, Jen- 
kinson, Windham, and Burke, was nega- 
tived by 282 to 41 voices. 

8. James Ridgway and H. 1). Symonds, 
booksellers, were brought into the court of 
King’s-bench to receive judgment for sell- 
ing Paine’s works, and the Jockey Club.” 
They were fined and severally sentenced to 
four years’ imprisonment in Newgate. 

The French defeated near St. Amand, 
and general Dampierre mortally woundcMl ; 
in this battle the British under the duke 
of York severely suffered. 

13. Robert Mackreth, M.P., sentenced 
to pay a fine of 100/. and to six weeks’ 
imprisonment, for challenging the solicitor- 
general (Scott) to fight a duel. 

23. The French defeated, and the allies 
enabled to lay siege to Valenciennes. 

27. John Frost tried before lord Kenyon, 
and found guilty of uttering seditious ex- 
pressions at the Percy coffee-house, Rath- 
bone place. The seditious words were, “ I 
am for equality ; 1 see no reason why one 
man should be greater than another; I 
would have no king, and the constitution 
of the country 's a bad one.” Mr. Frost 
was sentenced to be struck off the roll of 
atU rneys, to be imprisoned six months, to 
stand in the pillory, and give security fur 
his good behaviour. 

31. On the motion of sir John Sinclair, 
an addres.s to the king was agreed to, for 
the establishment of a Board of Agricul- 
ture. 

The Neapolitan ambassador, who had 
just arrived at his hotel in Jermyn street, 
put an end to his existence by a ]MKtoI. 

OiRONUiNs AND J.icoBiNs. — The Contest 
between the two republican jiarties which 
divided the convention, the Brissotins or 
Girondins, and the Mountain or Jacobins, 
had now reached a crinis. The former as 
the most moderate, fell into susjiicion 
among the people, excited by the infi.un- 
matory publications of their oppoiuMits. 
Up to the 31st inst. the successive sittings 
of the convention had exhibited a sad 
spectacle of violence and tumult. Karly 
on the moniing of that day the tocsin was 
sounded, the yMra/e beaten, and the 
alarm gun fired. Deputations appeareil at 
Ihe bar of the convention demanding, 
among other things, the arrest of the mi- 
nisters Claviere^aml Le Brun, and of 
principal Girondins. Barrijro, who had 
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with great address oscillated between the 
factions, now took a decided part with the I 
Jacobins, and in the name of the Committee 
of Public Safety proposed that the accused 
deputies should be suspended from their 
functions. Next day the tumults were re- 
newed ; the hall of the assembly was sur* 
rounded with an armed multitude, and 
cannon planted in the avenues. The con- 
vention being no longer free in its delibe- 
rations, the president and some of the 
mcMiibers attempted to make their escape 
and separate ; but Henriut, at the head of 
the Parisian guards, threatened them with 
a discharge of musketry if they did not 
return. So coerced, a decree passed for 
the arrest of lirissot, and other deputies of 
the Gironde party. By this triumph all 
power became vested in the Jacobins, di- 
rected by Robespierre, Danton, and Marat. 
Within about a month after, a constitution 
was promulgated, consisting of 124 articles, 
recognizing, in full extravagance, the doc- 
trine of equality. Population was made 
the sole basis of representation, the election 
of members annual, and the suffrage uni- 
versal. But the constitution of 1793 was 
never acted upon, it was suspended during 
the revolutionary crisis, the better to enable 
the convention to adopt the energetic 
measures essential to the safety of the 
republic. 

June 5. Daniel Eaton found guilty of 
publishing, but without criminal intention 
Paine’s Rights of Man. 

12. Sauinier taken by the roj'alists ol 
La Vendee ; soon after Angers. 

Colonel Dundas and R. Dundas, son o! 
the secretary, stopped near Dartford by 
eight footpads; Mr. Dondas shot one o 
the robbers, who then opened the chaise- 
door and discharged a pistol into the bod> 
of coloirel Dundas ; they next plundered 
the two gentlemen and went off, carrying 
along with them their wounded companion 

14. Dumoiirier apprised lord Greiivilb 
of his arrival in London : he was ordered 
to rput the kingdom in 48 hours, Dumourb 
hid thought of acting the part of general 
Monk, by restoring the monarchy ; but the 
army being faithful to (he revolution, he 
failed in his enterprise. He had been a 
soldier of fortune all his life; poMcs8e<l 
brilliant talents, hut was dissolute, volatile, 
and unprincipled ; resembling in mair 
p‘»ints our own clever sir Walter Raleigh. 

-0. The royalists make an unsuccessful 
attack upon Nants ; they croaked the Loirev 
and under Stoflet and Larochejacquelin 
retreated through Brittany to the sea-coasf 
expectinjf succouts from England. 

I ho society of arts granted their gold 
uiedal to Mr. Barber of Barnstaple, foi 
growmg the greatest quantity of potatc 


July 2. Duke of Portland installed chan- 
ellor of the University of Oxford with 
Teat pomp. 

10. A bill passed the Irish parliament 
gainst unlawful assemblies and cunven- 
.ons. 

13. Jean Paul Marat, a ferocious leader 
if the Jacobins, assassinatid in a bathing 
machine, by Charlotte Corday, who came 
o Paris purposely to execute this deed. 
«he denied having any accomplice ; de- 
ilared herself a true republican, and ex- 
iressed great satisfaction in having rid her 
ountry of ‘^its most dangerous enemy.” 
Marat was of doubtful courage, vain, and 
ynical; like several of the phrenzied 
demagogues of the period, he had been in 
the service of the noblesse, and held the 
post of veterinary-surgeon to the count 
I’Artois. His natural enthu>iasm, infiamed 
by the course of the revolution, rose to 
delirium, and he set up a journal entitled 
he People’s Friend,” in which with 
wolfish fury he inculcated murder, revolt, 
and pillage. “ Give me,” said he, “ 200 
Neapolitans, the knife in their right hand, 
‘n their left a muff^ to serve for a buckler, 
and with these I will traverse France and 
complete tlie revolution.” He wrote and 
spoke with facility, in a diffuse, bold, and 
incoherent manner. He was iii his 49th 
year, and very diminutive in stature. Char- 
lotte Corday, proud of what she deemed a 
patriidic mission, met her death with un- 
shrinking fortitude. 

22. Mentz surrendered to the Prussians. 

LyonSj Marseilles, and Toulon, entered 
into a league to dissolve the convention; 
several of the accusetl Biissotins making 
their escape to different parts of the coun- 
try, tried to raise commotions. 

26. Valenciennes surrendered to the 
allies, commanded by the duke of York. 

Auy, 1. A decree passed the convention 
for the arrest of all foreigners, subjects of 
powers at war with the republic. 

4. A meeting of politic.il delegates at 
Edinburgh, fur obtaining univers.il suffr.igo 
and annual parliaments; they dated tlieir 
resolutions in the first year of the ** British 
convention ” establisbe«i comiuitjees of or- 
ganization, secrecy and finance ; and insti- 
tuted primary and provincial assem lilies, 
after the model of tbe I reuch. 

15. Lkvkk kn Massk. — The Committee 
of Public Safety bad made such energetic 
exeitions, thattne French had now fourteen 
armies in the field, and 1.022.902 iiuui 
actually embodied. On the 15th Barrere 
introduced a project for a lex'ce rn masse ; it 
allowed of no substitutes, and w ts the 
origin of that formidable iu>truniciit of 
military power, the conscription. 

18. French defeated at Lincelles by the 
British under general Lake. 
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21 • Lyons besieged by the republicans. 

28. Toulon surrendered to lord Hood. 

30. Scottish Kekohmkrs.- — The trials 
of Muir and Palmer excited a strong inte- 
rest in Scotland, from their talents and 
respectability, Mr. Muir being a promising 
young advocate at the Scottish bar, and 
Mr. Palmer a^nitariaii minister of Dun- 
dee. The weightiest charge against Muir 
was that of lending a copy of Paine’s 
Rights of Man to a person who ‘‘ begged a 
reading of that popular book.” He was 
tried on the 30th, and sentenced to four- 
teen years’ transportation. Mr. Palmer was 
tried at Perth, on the 17th of the ensuing 
month ; he was charged with publishing a 
sediiious address, and sentenced to seven 
years* transportation. At the close of De- 
cember. Mr. Skirving and Messrs. Margarot 
and Gerrald were apprehended at a meet- 
ing of the reform delegates at Edinburgh, | 
and tried ou similar charges of seditious 
practices, and sentenced to fourteen yearv 
transportation. These severe sentences, in- 
fl.cted under an old Scottish statute, on the 
vague charge of sowing discord between 
the king and people, caused general asto- 
nislinieut. In the conduct of the trials 
there Were great irregularities, not to >ay 
injustice; the Scottish judges being more 
oi political partisans than impartial um- 
pires ; the chief witnesses against the ac- 
cused were government spies ; and the 
juries were selected from a political asso- 
ciation of Lif e~ Fortune-Men gold- 
smiths’ hall. 

Sept. 1. A marble bust of John Milton 
the poet, by Bacon, erected in Cripplegate 
church, 

2. Board of agriculture instituted sur- 
veys into the state of agriculture iti Hritain. 

8. The French having collected a pow'- 
erful force, compelled the English to raise 
the siege of Dunkirk with precipitation, 
leaving behind them their battering train. 
Houchard being denounced before the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, for not cutting ofT 
the retreat of the British, lost his head; 
generals Custine and Luckner met the same 
fate. 

20. New Fkenxh Calendar. — By this 
the year was divided into twelve months of 
30 days each, all denominated fn^m some 
occurrence of the season, and to complete 
the year live sui>plemental days were added, 
absurdly termed tanM culotideM. The sub- 
divisions of the months were into three 
decades, the days of which were festi- 
vals or days of rest, intended apparently to 
obliterate the memory of the Christian 
iabhiith. A few days after, the municipal 
authorities of Paris appeared in the conven* 
tion, attemled by the bishop and ciergv, 
decorated with caps of liberty^who publicly | 
renounced theic offices of Chii'ttian pastors. 


The bishop of Moullus threw down his mitre 
and preached the doctrine, that “ Death is 
an eternal sleep.” Various allegorical crea- 
tions, such as Liberty and Equality, were 
deified, and a young woman was enshrined 
as the Goddess of Reason on the altar of 
Notre Dame, to receive, in place of Jesus 
Christ, the crossings and genuflexions of 
the multitude. 

30. A furious riot at Bristol, owing to 
the erection of a new toll-gate on the 
bridge ; the military being called in, twelve 
persons were killed and fifty wounded ; 
the riot still continuing, the BrUtidians 
agreed to raise the money necessary to 
complete the bridge, by other means than 
a toll. 

Oct. 8. Lyons, after a two months’ siege, 
surrendered to the republicans, and there 
are few examples, even in civil war, of 
more viiidivtive cruelty. The guilloiiue 
being deemed too slow un engine of de- 
struction, crowds were driven into the Rhone, 
or butchered in the squares, by discharges 
of grape-shot. Barrere sent a flaming 
account to the convention, wliich decreed 
that the walls and public buildings of the 
city should be razed, and Lyons henceforth 
called FiUe Affranchie, 

12. St. Domingo placed itself under tliu 
protection of the English, who took pos- 
session of Nicola Mole. 

13, The Austrians under Wunnser (le 
feated the French under Isembert at Lan- 
dau ; Isembert was charged with treachery, 
and shot. 

26. The late queen of France, after a 
mock trial before the revolutionary tribunal, 
was beheaded, and her body inteired in the 
same manner with that of her husband, in 
grave filled with quick lime. Maria Antoiio 
ette possessed both talents anti virtues ; but 
proud, indiscreet, v indictive, rasli. and pe u- 
laut, she had exercised a political iutluem e 
that hastened the fall of the monarchy. It 
is related of her, that when laid on the fital 
block, she turned her head aside to take a 
last look at the Tuileries. This accom- 
plished woman, a model of grace and 
beauty, was in her 38th year, and sister 
of Leopold II. late emp» ror of Geroiany. 

29. Brissot and 21 other dejmfies of ihe 
Gironde brought before the revolution rv 
tribunal. They were found guilty ot ex- 
citing the rehelliou of the Federalists 
against the convention in the south. Ibey 
were next day beheaded, with the cxceptiiin 
of Valaise, who stabbed himself when sen- 
tence was pronounced. On the scatfoln 
they evinced neither weakness nor apostacy 
but died heroically in the republican luuh- 
They were the true repieMudatives of 
lilierty, men of enlightened xmnilsj of p ‘- 
tiiotic sentimet^ aud moderate principles, 
but who necewahly gave way to those wti** 
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of violence, who, rising out of the molten ' 
lead of the revolution, were perhaps better 
fitted by their furious fanaticism and dis- 
re){ard of ordinary feelings, to carry the 
republic through the dangers that threat- 
ened her existence. 

Nov, G, Philip Egalit4, the duke of 
Orleans, beheaded, unpitied by any one. He 
was in his forty-sixth year, and met death 
with great seeming indifference. By a re- 
markable series of events, hisi son Louis 
Philip has quietly taken possession of that 
throne which was the object of his weak 
and profligate ambition. 

8. The celebrated Madame Roland was 
involved in the fate of the Gironde, and 
fell beneath the axe of the guillotine. This 
able and accomplished woman died with 
Roman fortitude, exclaiming on the scaffold, 

“ O liberty i how many crimes are com- 
mitted ill thy name.” Her husband, the 
late popular minister, who was among the 
proscribed Brissutins, on learning tlie fate 
of bis wife, put an end to his existence 
near Rouen. Petion, another Girondin, 
whose republicanism was proof against the 
fu'icinatious of the queen of France, in the 
return from Varennes, (Campans Memoirs, 
ii. 150,) also perished violently; be was 
found in the fields half devoured by wolves, 
aud is sujjposed to have expired of hunger. 

1*4 Bailly, late mayor of Paris, beheaded. 
H»' was a man of science, virtue, and 
patiiotism, and president of the Constituent 
Assembly, and tlie first to take the famous 
oath which Mounier dictated in the tennis 
court, — “never to separate till they had 
obtained a free constitution.” 

15. Lotteries suppressed in France. 

21. The French army of the Mosell . 
commanded by Hoche, defeated the Aus- 
trians under Wurmser. 

20. Robinson the bookseller, of Pater 
noster row', received judgment for selling 
Paine’s writings. 

27. Rev. Mr. Wintcrbothani, a dissent- 
ing minister, tried at the Devon assizes for 
preaching tw'O seditious sermons, oiul sen- 
tenced to four years* imprisonment, exclu 
tiive of fines and securities. 

Dec. 1. Hy order of the commune o. 
Paris, all the churches were shut ; this ex- 
travagance excited such public marks t 
abhorrence, that it was speedily reverMul 
and the freedom of religious worship re 
stored. 

Burnave, a young and eloquent advocate 
with four other members of the convention 
was giiillotiiieU. Barnave, like the La 
nieths, Dupont, and others, gave an impulse 
hj the revolution and then deserted it; hot* 
him and the Lameths, M. Thiers says, dL 

what they reproached Mirabcau for doing 
^they secKtly lent their aid to the throne 
^nd reconciled themielvea with the courtJ 


Manuel, who defended the late king with 
leal and talent, fell a victim to Jacobin 
age and apprehension. 

5. The duke of Sussex married at the 
larish church of St. George Hanover square, 
o lady Augusta Murray, daugl.ter of the 
lountess of Dunmore. This marriage was 
.nnuUed at the suit of the king. 

19. Evacuation of Toulon. — This 
own being no longer defensible against 
he superior force «)f the enemy, it was 
ivacuated, and upwards of 14,000 of the 
iihabitants took shelter on board the Bri- 
ish ships. Sir Sidney Smith set fire to 
he arsenals, which, together with an im- 
mense quantity of naval stores, and fifteen 
ihips of the line, were consumed. It in- 
flicted a severe blow on the French navy, 
ind inculpated in no small degree the fede- 
alists, who, to oppose the rival party of the 
Jacobins, had called to their aid a foreign 
.nd hostile power. Dngommier entered 

Toulon on the 19th, after a bombardment 
of twelve hours ; the artillery was com- 
manded by Napoleon Buonaparte, who had 
evinced great zeal and ability. 

Muir and Palmer, the Scottish re- 
formers, arrived in a revenue cutter from 
Leith. All order was immediately sent 
lown to place them on boai*<i separate 
bulks at Woolwich. They were put in 
irons, and assisted in the common labour 
on the hanks of the river. 

20. The first ambassador from the Porto 
made his public entry into London. 

Nearly 2000 persons died this year in 
Philadelphia of the yellow fever. 

France. — The year closed, leaving the 
power of France more formidable than at 
the commencement. Except the destruc- 
tion of her navy at Toulon, she had sus- 
tained no important reverses ; while the 
Imperialists were driven heyend the Rhine, 
the Prussians compelled to retire to Mentz, 
and the English to raise the siege of Dun- 
kiik. Internally her power hail become 
more consolidated by the fall of the (iiron- 
dins, tl'.e defeat of their adherents in the 
south, and of the royalists in La \ emlee. 
All authority was couceutrated in the Ja- 
cobins, who with much popular address 
inspired the people with intense enthusi- 
asm; they crowded eu masse to the aiinies, 
forming an impassable cordon ol armed 
republicans round the frontier. The winter 
was stHJiit in energetic preparations for the 
ensuing campaign, and in organizing the 
vast physical force that had been roused 
into action. 

Poland. —The courts of Russia and 
Prussia determined on a further jiartitiiai, 
on the pretext of the growing jacobinical 
party in Poland. It was in vain the diet 
protested against this second di> member 
ment of their country, aud implored th. 
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ESsiEtftnco of tho other Suropean powers. 
It was obliged to negotiate with its spoilers, 
and surrender to Prussia territories occu- 
pied by 1,136,000 inhabitants, and to Rus- 
sia, as much as contained 3,500,000. 

Annual OnixuARy. — Mrs. Griffiths, 
author of the ** Letters between Henry and 
Frances.’’ Aged 36, W. Austin, M.D., 
whose professional practice is said to have 
been 4000/. a year. The earl of Barrymore, 
by the accidental discharge of his musket, 
while stepping into his gig. William Hud- 
son, author of the ‘‘Flora Anglica,” In 
Newgate, where he had many years been 
confined for libel, lord George Gordon, 
known for his share in the anti-Catholic 
riots oi 17S0. Richard Tickell, commis- 
sioner of the stamp-office, and author of 
tlie ‘‘Carnival of Venice,’'* &c. William 
Robertson, D.D. 73, the celebrated modern 
historian. John Hunter, surgeon-general 
to the army, 65, an eminent anatomist and 
writer on medical subjects. 

A.D. 1 794. Public Opinion. — A|)ortionof 
the British community still continued warm 
admirers of the French revolution, as a 
means of diffusing general liberty, and 
attributed the enormities by which it was 
disgraced to the aggression of the coa- 
lesced powers. But a much more consider- 
able portion (//««. Heff, xxxvi. 179) viewed 
with alarm and detestation the establish- 
ment of a republic in France ; considering 
its existence incompatible with internal 
peace and the safety of the constitution. 
In this view doubtless tho government 
coincided, though the re-establishment of 
the French monarchy was nut one of the 
avowed objects of hostilities. Meanwhile, to 
counteract the schemes of the disaffected, 
a system of extreme watchfulness and coer- 
cion was introducer!. Spies were actively 
at work throughout the kingdom, and a 
series of relentless and crushing persecu- 
tions instituted against persons who made 
themselves conspicuous as political parti- 
sans, or the disseminators of seditious 
writings and speeches. Among the victims 
which signalized the commencement of 
the first month of the new year, were the 
conviction of Skirving and Margarot at 
Edinburgh, and of Hamilton Rowau at 
Dublin. 

Jan, 1. The French convention abolished 
flogging in the army and navy, and sub- 
stituted other punishments less derogatory 
to freemen. The aniiics having in several 
instances been 1 etrayed by their officers, 
another decree declared that every general 
convicted of treason shouM be executed at 
the to ad of the troo|)s he had attempted to 
betray. 

16, Died in bis 69th year, Kuwaho 
Gibbon, the celebrated Roman historian. 
This emineiit person had left his favourite 


retirement at Lausanne, partly on account 
of the French revolution, whose progress 
he viewed with uneasiness and aversion. 
It was as a man of letters Mr. Gibbon 
derived his chief distinction ; as u politician 
and public man, ho was servile and uristo- 
craticul. A member of parliament during 
lord North’s disastrous ad ininist ration, he 
wore the ministerial yoke on the lowest 
terms of promotion or emolument, and never 
seemed to ascend to the dignity of patriot- 
ism, or even of principle. 

17. A motion made hut negatived in 
the assembly of New York, to abolish the 
use of the titles of excellency, honourable, 
and esquire, as inconsistent with the 
“plainness of republican manners.*’ 

21. Pauli AMENT met. In the royal 
speech hopes were hehl out that the re- 
sources of France would be speedily ex- 
hausted. An augmentation of the navy to 
85,000, was unanimously agreed to. In 
recommending the augmeutatiun of the 
regular army to 60,000 men. Mr. Pitt said 
“ France had been converted into an armed 
nation:” an expression much cumiiieuted 
upon. 

FeL 2. On bringing forward the sup- 
plies, Mr. Pitt stated the interior strengili 
of the kingdom at 140,000 men, and the 
foreign troops in British pay at 4O,0OO. 
The total supply for the year was esti- 
mated at 20 millions; the ways and means 
included some new taxes, and a loan of 
11 millions. The double taxation to which 
Roman Catholics had lung been sulijected 
was abolished. 

3. Their majesties going to the Hay- 
market theatre, the rush was so great that 
fifteen persons were trampled to death. 

4. The severe sentences passed ou Muir 
and Palmer brought under the notice of 
the house of conimuns, anti a motion made 
to assimilate the law of sedition in Scot- 
land to that of England. Negatived ))y 
126 to 31. 

13. Canal of Merthyr Tydvil opened. 

17. Lortl Lansdowne made a pacific mo- 
tion in the lords, in which he strung ly <ic- 
precated the folly of “ making war ugumst 
principles.” Negatived by 103 to 13. 

Slavery abolished in the French West 
India islands. To attest the sincerity of 
their aspirations for universal liberty, with- 
out distinction of colour or clime, there 
were admitted to seats iii the convention 
three deputies from 8t. Domingo as repre- 
sentatives of that colony, two of whom 
were miilattoes and one a negro. 

A scarcity prevailing in France, a tnajrt' 
mum was fixed to the prices of the necessa- 
ries of life. It was applauded by the Jacobins, 
either from a mistaken opinion, or love of 
popularity, as iatting bounds to avarice and 
monopoly {Aim. Rtg. xxxvi. 110.) 
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Mar, Measures introduced for augment- i 
iug the militia) and for raising volunteers 
and voluntary subscriptions for the war. 

13. Mr. Gerrald convicted of sedition^ 
and sentenced to be transported for 14 
years. 

Prussia, weary of the expenses entailed 
by the war, seceded from the coalition 
against France. 

23. Martinique surrendered to the Bri- 
tish forces commanded by sir Charles Grey. 

25. Hebert, Auacharsis Cloots, and 18 
others, fell victims to Robespierre. They 
were the chiefs of the Couuklibr Club, 
the most wild of the revolutionary fanatics, 
advocating not only extreme equality, but 
an Agrarian law, and the abolition of 
Christianity. 

28. J. B. V. Guillotine, M.D., beheaded 
at Lyons. He was the inventor or reviver 
of the guillotine by which he suffered, und 
which he said he had produced to tlie 
world from motives of humanity alone. 

An action being brought against a re- 
viewer, it was decided that fair criticism is 
allowable, provided it does not travel into 
matter irrelevant and personally injurious 
to ail author. 

Dsarit OH Condohckt. — ^This eminent 
person was among the proscribed Brisso- 
tius, and for nine months had been trying 
to escape from the creatures of Robes- 
pierre*, but falling into their hands, he 
termiiiated his existence by poison. He 
was the author of many scientific and 
literary works of distinguished ability. 
Like several of his colleagues in the first 
scenes of the revoluiion, he relied too ex- 
clusively on the power of reason undisturli- 
ed by human passions, lie was in his 5Ut 
year. C’ondorcet was as inhderant in his 
philosophy as some bigots in their reli- 
gion ; and being naturally timid, madame 
Roland said, ** he ought only to have In en 
employed to write, not to act.’’ 

Apr, 2. Mr. Walker, of Manchester, 
tried for high treason, and acquitted. 

Execution oh Danton. — This reckless 
demagogue, who had joined in the destruc- 
tion of the Cordeliers, soon himself fell a 
victim to the jealousy of Robespierre. In 
his fate was involved that of Camille 
Desmoulins, a man of spirit and ability ; 
S^chelles, the president of the convention 
on the overthrow of theGirondins; general 
Wcsternian, who commanded the ^Hipular 
insurryction, August 10, 1792; Gobat, the 
Parisian bishop who had renounced his relU 
gion ; La Croix, Fabre d’Kglantine, Chabot, 
an ex-capuchiri, and siimeothers.The charge 
against them was an attempt to restore the 
^nouarchy. Their real aim was probably 
to subvert a rival faction, or mitigate the 
^cessive severity of the reign of terror, 
Danton wai in his thirty. tourth year; 


of athletic form, of undoubted courage, 
a powerful orator, and of a generous 
but capricious nature. He was by profession 
an advocate; profligate and unprincipled, 
like Mirabeau ; and, like him, bad taken 
the money of the court {Lafayette's Me- 
moirs) while ostensibly devoted to the 
people. The only weakness Danton be- 
trayed was an abortive attempt to conciliate 
his gloomy and relentless destroyer. This 
error he redeemed by his subsequent de- 
meanour. Being questioned on his trial, 
according to the usual forms, respecting 
his name and abode, — “ My name,” said 
he, ‘‘will live in history, but iny abode 
will soon be nowhere.” He foretold the 
destruction of his enemies in six months 
Only three hours elapsed between the con 
viction of Danton and his associates and 
their decapitation. 

4. Kosciusko, having placed himself at 
the head of the Polish insurrectionists, de- 
feated 6000 Russians. 

14. Tumults at the Edinburgh theatre ; 
some of the audience refusing to stand 
while “God Save the King’’ was being 
sung. 

17. The common-council of London 
open a subscription for raising a defensive 
force for the city, to be called tlie “ Loyal 
London Volunteers.” 

18. Died, in his 81st year, Charles 
Pratt, earl Camden, lord-president of the 
council. Bating some political inconsis- 
tencies, be was a constitutional und re- 
spectable lawyer and statesman. He had 
acquired a popularity, which he h.id al- 
most survived, by his opposition to geneial 
warrants in the affair of Wilkes, and to 
American taxation. 

27. Died, at Calcutta, aged 48, sir Wil- 
liam Junks, one of the judges of the 
supreme court of judicature ; a gentleman 
highly esteemed lor his liberal sentiments, 
amiable qualities, and varied litt raiy at- 
tainmeiits. 

*28 The subsidy-treaties with Prussia 
and other powers debated in the house of 
commons. 

May 2. A reward of 1000/. offered for 
the apjirehension of Hamilton Rowan, 
who had escaped from the imprisonment 
to which he had been conilemiieii for se- 
ditious practices, 

7. At the instigation of Robespierre, 
the convention passed a decree, trcjjnisiny 
the existence of a Supreme Being, and the 
immortality of the soul. 

12. Elizabeth, sister of Louis XVL, be- 
headed on a charge of attempting to effe ct 
a counter- revolution. She was thirty years 
old, and met death with resigiLition, along 
with 24 other victims, not one of whom she 
know. 

A raessago from the king to parliament 
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announced the existence of seditious socie- 
ties. Several members of the Society for 
Constitutional Information and of the 
London Corresponding^ Society were ap- 
prehended on a charge of high treason, and 
committed to the Tower. Among the ar- 
rests were Thomas Hardy and Daniel 
Adams, secretaries to political societies ; 
John Horne Tooke ; Mr. Stone, a coal- 
merchant ; rev. Jeremiah Joyce, private 
secretary to earl Stanhope ; John Augustus 
Bonney, an attorney ; and Messrs. Thel- 
wall, Richter, and Lovatt. 

23 Habeas'corpus Act suspended. 

26. The convention, on the suggestion 
of Barrere, decreed that no quarter should 
be given to British and Hanoverian troops ; 
but tiie French armies refused to execute it. 

30. Resolutions moved in parliament, 
by the duke of Bedford and Mr. Fox, ex- 
pressive of a wish for peace. 

June 1. Lord Howe obtained a great 
victory, in the Bay of Biscay, over the 
French fleet of 26 sail of the line, which 
the British engaged with 25 sail. Several ! 
ships were captured ; one of w’hich sunk I 
almost immediately on being taken pos- 
session of. Lc Fengeur went down, and 
hardly any of her crew, who had fought 
bravely, were saved. In the captured 
ships alone, tlie killed and wounded 
amounted to 1270, The total loss of the 
British was 004. 

8. Corsica united to Kngland. 

13. London illuminated three nights, in 
celebration of Howe's victory. The mob 
broke the windows of sewral persons, par- 
ticularly lord Stanhope, for refusing to il- 
luminate. 

18. Mr. Pelham erected a mausoleum 
near Brocklesby, in Lincolnshire, to the 
memory of his wife, which cost .30,000/. 

26. Battle of Fleurus, in which Joiirdan 
completely deft^ated the allies, under Co- 
bourg, forcing them to retreat to Hulle, 
30 miles distant. Bru.ssehs and Charleroi 
were the immediate fruits of this victory. 
At this battle the French miide the new 
art of aerostation auxiliary to their military 
triumphs ; general Morlot ascending in a 
balloon, whence he could perceive the 
slightest movements of the imperialists, 
which he instantly telegraphed. 

A war of extermination began against 
the Maroons, in the island of Jamaica. 
Blood-hounds and Spanish chasseurs were 
employed against them by the governor, 
lord Balcarras. 

Juig 8. Karl Moira, after forcing his 
way through the enemy joined the duke 
of York in Flanders, with a reinforcement 
of 10,000 men. 

13. Tenible fire in RatclifTe-highway : 
the bakehouse of alderman Curtis, and up- 
wards of 600 houses, consumed. 


15. Moreau compelled the imperlaiYsta 
to recross the Rhine, and the Prussians to 
retreat to Ments. 

25. The adventurous Frederick Baron 
Trenck, so well known for the cruel im- 
prisonment he suffered at the instance of 
Frederick II. of Prussia, beheaded at 
Paris. The baron was in his 68th year, 
and one of the 1200 victims of the reign 
of terror, sacrificed on the vague charge 
of conspiracy. 

27. Fai.i. of Robespikruk. — ^The de- 
struction of so many of the revolutionists, 
eminent for abilities and their services to 
the republic, paved the way for the destruc- 
tion of Robespierre himself. Every victim 
he sacrificed only served to multiply his 
objects of suspicion and vengeance. By 
a decree he had procured to be pas.sed, of 
the 9th of June, the members of the con- 
vention were made liable to be brought 
before the revolutionary tribunal on the ac- 
cusation of the Committee of Public Sidety. 

I Tallien, Bourdon de TOise, Barrere, Fre- 
ron, Fouche, and other deputies, ^ho had 
I heretofore been the accomplices i>f Robes- 
pierre, hut who were suspected of peciila 
tiun ill their provincial missions, hecaino 
: apprehensive of exposure by the dictator, 
who was himself totally free from pecu- 
niary corruption. They communicated 
their fears to the convention, who paased 
a counter-decree, re-estahlishing the invio- 
lability of the deputies. Finding his 
power on the decline, Robespierre tried to 
sustain his popularity by bringing forward 
useful measures : one fur the speedy pay 
ment of prize-money ; a second to prevent 
the importation of forged assignats ; a 
third to reward military merit; and a 
fourih for tin? relief of the poor an«l the 
prevention of mendicity. These artifices 
did not aire.sl the progress of the party 
which hail begun to be formed against 
him in the convention, and consisting of 
some of its most able and icsolute nicin- 
bers. On the 27th iust. his arbitrary and 
murderous ]>roceeding8 were openly de- 
nounced by Tallien, supported by Bdlaud- 
, Varennes and Barrf*re. Robespierre and 
j his partisans, after vainly trying to obtain 
a hearing, withdrew to the Ilotel-de-V ille. 
Their dependence was on the clubs, the 
sections of Paris, and the national-guard. 
Meanwhile, the convention evinced the ut- 
most firmness and energy. Decrees were 
passed, declaring their sitting iierniamiit 
till justice had been executed on the 
guilty, Robespierre and his accomplices 
were declared outlaws and traitors ; Harras 
and Legendre were appointed tocomnnim 
the military in their interest, and dejuities 
I were sent to different parts of the capita > 
I to exhort the fteople to arm and assein e 
i in defence of their representatives. i ' 
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other party were not idle. Henriot, the 
right-hand man of Robespierre, and com- 
mander of the national-guard, surrounded 
the convention with his troops. But im- 
mediately the decree of outlawry against 
himself and colleagues became known, his 
soldiers began to desert, and he himself 
took refuge in the Ilotel-de-Ville. Here, 
(luring tite night, they were vigorously as- 
saulted by the conventionalists, headed by 
Bourdon do I’Oise. The Jacobins, find- 
ing all lost, attempted to turn their arms 
against themselves. Robespierre dis- 
charged a pistol into his mouth, but with 
no other effect than to disfigure his face ; 
his brother threw himself out of a window ; 
Couthon stablxid himself, but not mortally ; 
only Lebas shot himself dead on the spot. 
Robespierre ; St. Just ; Fleuriot, mayor of 
Paris ; Vivres, president of the Jacobin 
club, and the rest of the criminals, to the 
number of twenty-one, outlawed by the con- 
vention, being identified before the revolu- 
tionary tribunal, were in the course of the 
next evening executed, amidst general ac- 
clamations. Robespierre suffered last — a 
friglitfiil spectacle, covered with clotted 
blood and dirt, and wounded in two places. 
He was only in his 3 Ith year, and one of 
the many prodigies of this extraordinary 
revolution. Like other men, he must be 
judgu<l by his acts, not his professed in- 
tentions, and these show that he was fero- 
cious. proud, subtle, vindictive, envious, 
and deceitful. He was, however, disinte- 
rested : be was poor, and died so, his 
whole effects at his death selling only 
for two hundred and forty livres. More- 
over, he was consistent; never flinching 
from the extreme democracy with which he 
first allied himself, unless the destnictum 
of the Cordeliers and Dmtonists were de- 
viations; and these he imm>dated with as 
little scruple as Cromwell did the Presby- 
terians and Levellers when they stood in 
the way of his ambition. The glory of 
preserving to France her nationality 
he shared with others, luit hardly in aii 
erpial degree. It was the energetic de- 
crees of Hurrere that called into action the 
misses; equality filled them with enthu- 
siasm, and the military genius of Carnot 
organised victory By these the country was 
siveil, the Vendeans discomfited, the ill- 
timed insurrection of the Girondins sup- 
pressed, and the destroyers of Pidand driven 
fciMii the frontiers. According to M. Thiers. 
Ribespierre was an honest fanatic,’* 
but beneath the mission which he sup- 
ped himself called to fill. After his 
till a milder nd ministration was at- 
temptfd^ Conciliation was substituted in 
place of terror, the meetings of the Jacobin 
cliib Were suspended, and the revolutionary 
tibuual remodelled. The Jacobins had 


obtained an ascendancy by courting the 
multitude, and precautions were sought to 
be taken against the recurrence of a like 
domination, by the circumscription of pa- 
pular immunities. 

1. The government loan, for the 
relief of commercial credit, appears to have 
answered its purpose ; 2,202,000/. were ad- 
vanced, and the public realized a profit of 
4,343/., after defraying the expenses of the 
commission. 

The Spaniards defeated both on the east- 
ern and western Pyrenees by the French. 

15. A young man being killed in trying 
to escape from a recruiting-house in the 
vicinity of Charing-cross, the mob rose to 
demolish it. 

17. Telegr.aph invented by the French. 

30. French retake Cotide and Valen- 
ciennes. 

Sepf, 3, Robert Watt fried at Edin- 
burgh for treason, found guilty, and in the 
en.>iiing month was executed. Watt had 
been a government spy, in confidential 
communication with secretary Dundas and 
the lord-advocate, who thouglit tit to aban- 
don him to his fate. Daviil Duwnie, ano 
ther spy, was convicted, but pardoned. 

15. i)uke of York compelled to retreat 
across the Maese and Waal, before the su- 
perior force of general Pichegni, amount- 
ing to 80,000. Breda, Bois-le-Duc, Maes- 
tricht, and Nimeguen, successively yielded 
to the republicans. 

20. At Shrewsbury assizes two young 
gentlemen recovered an estate worth 
150,000/., which had been possessed by a 
Mrs. Lloyd for 20 years. 

27. D.viit Pi.ot. — Le Maitre, apprentice 
to a watchmaker, and two others, appre- 
hended oil cliargc of a design to kill tlie 
king. It wa» (leposeil, by the informer 
Upton, that an instrument was to have 
been constructed in the form of a walking- 
stick, through which a iioisoued arrow was 
to have been blown at his majesty by Le 
Maitre. The evidence, however, was found 
not more consistent and probable than that 
of Titus Oates ; and, after a long imprison- 
ment, the accused were dischargeii. 

29. Pichegru crossed the Roer, and, 
after severe fighting, forced the Ausiri.iiis, 
under Ulairfait, to retreat with the loss of 
13,000 men. 

General Massena completely defeated 
the Austrians and Sardinians in Piedmont. 

Oct. 10. Kosciusko defeated in a bloody 
oiigagemeni with the Russians, under Su- 
varof. . 

15. A surgeon and a physician convicted 
and sentenced to two years’ imprisoumeiit 
in Newgate, for having seilitious libels in 
their possession, with intent to publish 
them. 

17, Engagement between the bpaniarus 



590 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


and French. Dujjommier was killed by 
the bursting of a shell in the moment of 
victory. 

23. Coblentz taken by Moreau. 

29. State Tuials. — The judges, under 
a special commission at the Old Bailey, 
proceeded to arraign the twelve prisoners 
under a charge o!‘ high treason. Mr. 
Hardy's trial was first entered upon, and 
the attorney-general, Sir John Scott, occu- 
pied nine hours in stating the case for the 
crown, which he tried to substantiate by 
the evidence of two government-spies 
named Taylor and Gosling. The prisoner 
was a' ly defended by Erskine and Gibbs; 
and after an investigation of seven days, 
pronounced not guilty. Ifdevea days after, 
John Iloiue Tooke was brought to the bar. 
This gentleinau was a political character of 
lung standing, and of high intellectual 
endowments. He had summoned Mr. 
Pitt to give evidence, wlio underwent the 
ordeal of a searching interrogatory, the 
object of which was to slniw that the prac- 
tices of the re loriners in 1794 were precisely 
of the same import as those of 1780, in 
which the minister himself had taken part. 
Mr. Pitt tried to evade a frank confession, 
on the plea of forgetfulness. Mr. Sheiidan 
was next examined. He gave a straight- 
forward account of the proceedings of the 
reformers in 1780; upon which Mr. Pitt 
begged leave to correct his evidence, ad- 
mitting that he was present at the meet- 
ings of delegates from several counties, 
convened for the attainment of parlia- 
mentary reform. The jury deliberated for 
a few minutes, and returned a verdict of 
Not Guilt ij. This verdict, like the former, 
was received with acclamations. John 
Thelwall was next put upon h.s tiial, and 
with the same result, — an acrpiittal. Here 
the experiment ended ; the crown having 
no better evidence to bring forward, the re- 
maining were dismis^ed. The termina- 
tion of these proceedings was received with 
satisfaction by many supporters of the go- 
vernment, being viewed as an arbitrary 
attempt to establish cumulative and con- 
structive treason, and to extend the reign 
of terror, that had begun at Edinburgh, 
under a detestable system of espionage, to 
London. It helped still further to exalt 
the favourable opinion entertained of the 
protection afforded by the jury-system in 
state-prosecutions ; though it seems, from 
the testimony of thu last .survivor of the 
accused, count ued by that of under-sheriff 
Burchell (^Th^'lnairs ^Memoirs, hy hit 
Widow ^ p. 431), that ik>me improper prac- 
tices were resorted to by me council for the 
crown to obtain juries more subservient to 
their pur()Oses. 

Nov, 4. Extinction of Poi.and -—Gene- 
ral Suvarof, after a desperate resistance, 


made himself master of Warsaw. Ten 
hours after resistance had ceased, the 
massacre was renewed in the suburb of 
Praga, and upwards of 20,000 Pules were 
indiscriminately butcheretl Poland, in 
lieu of France, was blotted out of the 
map of Europe,” by the three partitioning 
powers completing the dismemberment of 
the kingdom. '!^e Polish chiefs, Kos- 
ciusko and Potocki, were sent prisoners to 
Petersburgh, where they were thrown into 
dungeons ; while king Stanislaus himself 
soon after died in obscurity, in the same 
capital. 

19. Treaty of commerce concluded be- 
tween Britain and the United States of 
America, by which the latter conceded the 
right of search to the belligerents. 

Dtc. 6. Lord Abingdon convicted of a 
libel on Mr. Sermon, an attorney of Gray's- 
inn, in a parliamentary speech of the noble 
lord, published by his lordship in a news- 
paper. 

lU. Earl Fitz william appointed viceroy 
of Ireland, his lordship being succeeded by 
the earl of ManNtield as lord-president of 
the council. Earl Spencer became first- 
lord of the admiralty ; and the earl of 
Chatham lord-privy-seal. 

30. Pari.iamknt opened by the king, 
who continued to hold out hopes that the 
enemie.V resources would be soon exhausted. 
Mr. Wilberforce, an intimate friend of the 
iiiiiiister, who had sup^iorted Jiuii in all 
his measuies, moved an amendment to the 
address, of a pacific tendency, and was 
supported by Mr. Bankes and sir Richard 
Hill. Mr. Pitt vindicated the language of 
the king’s speech, which, he said, ‘Mini nut 
pledge the house never to make peace with 
the republican government of France, 
though he had no idea of a tecure peace 
till the return of the monarchy, which he 
thought the best form of government 
for all the nations of Europe.” Ameiid- 
nient negatived by 246 to 75, 

Annuai. Obitl'aky. — D r. John Russell, 
author of the *• History of Ancient and 
Modern Europe.” AtKiunuird, aged 65, in 
consequence of a fall down stairs, Mr. 
Bruce, the celebrated traveller in Abyssinia. 
Lavoisier, the eminent French chemist 
guillotined. Charles P’^ott, author ot the 
•* Jockey-club.” Mr. Baddeleyj f come- 
dian; ho left a handsome bequest lor hi>» 
brother-performers at Moulsey. Ge.»rge 
Colman, patentee of the Hay market- 
theatre. Daniel Dancer, one of a famdy 
of misers. James Adam, the architei t of 
the Adel phi-terrace and Port land-place. 

a.u, 1795. Fmanck and tub Coalition. 
The conclusion of the last and the com- 
mencement of the present year were 
naiized by the triumphs of the I rench arms 
in every part of Europe, and the dejection 
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with which their successes had impressed 
most of the members of the coalition. 
clusively of their continual defeats in the 
held, they had the mortification of knowing 
that the war was generally unpopular with 
their subjects, who considered it undertaken 
to compel France to revert to a monarchical 
government. Full of this idea the indus* 
trious classes throughout Europe repro* 
bated the confederacy against the French 
republic, and styled it the war ui' kings 
against the people’* (^/Innuaf Reyuter^ 
XXXV h. 146). In pursuit of their scheme 
of intervention the allies had been com- 
pletely baffled by France. The Conven- 
tion was proud of the pinnacle of glory to 
which she had been elevated ; and, at the 
close of 1794, they caused to be printed 
and published a list of their triumphs. 
Among their conquests were enumerated 
the Austrian Netherlands and the Seven 
United Provinces, exclusive of their acquisi- 
tions on the Rhine, in Spain, Savoy and 
Italy. The territories subdued by the repub- 
lic were the liclust and most fertile of the 
(vontiuent, ami computed to contain a 
population of tliirleen millions, lii seven- 
teen months they had won twenty-seven 
itched battles, besides an innumerable 
iiumber of inferior actions, in which they 
had slain 80,000 of their enemies, taken 
more than 90.000 prisoners ; also immense 
({uautities of ammunition and stores, with 
3b00 pieces of cannon Hist, Geo, 

ill. v. 211). These losse.s induced many 
lowers to withdraw from the confederacy. 
The duke of Tuscany Wiis the first who 
seceded. In the course of 1795, Spain, 
Sweden, Denmark, and the Swiss Cantons 
acknowledged llie French Republic. Prus- 
sia firat took the English subsidy, and then 
made peace with the French. England, 
Russia, Sardinia, Naples, and the Pope, 
Were the remaining confederates. In Bri- 
tain the w ar wss becoming rapidly unpopu- 
lar. llustilities had fioin the first been 
opposed by a large party, who judged our 
iiitervention mcddlii.g, aiid liberticide in 
principle; and this party was now aug- 
mented by the sece ssion f.oni goTcrmneiit 
of many who began to desjrair of a suc- 
cessful issue to the contest, after the defec- 
tion of our allies, and the victories of the 
French. Petitions for peace were pre- 
sented to putliameni from the cities of 
London, Norwich, York and other places, 
but these were not sufflcieutly general to 
produce much effect, and counter piditruns 
were got up by the partisans of the minhs- 
ters. Popular discontents were aggravated 
lu the summer by the dearness of provi- 
srons, the cruel and illegal practices of 
crimps for the recruiting service, and the 
activity of the Corresponding and other 
political societies* 


Jan, 3. Died at Etruria in Staffordshire, 
ill his 64th year, Josiaii Wkuqwood, the 
eminent improver of our earthenware and 
porcelain manufactures. By his ingeni- 
ous discoveries and excellent taste, Mr. 
Wetlgwood in a few years turned the cur- 
rent of importation of the finer earthen- 
ware into one of exportation, lie was the 
proposer of the Grand Trunk Canal unit- 
ing the Mersey and Trent, and subse- 
quently communicating with the Severn, 
lie was liberal to the poor, and of consi- 
derable scientific attainments. 

10. Pichegru at the head of 70,000 men 
crossed the Waal, forcing the allies to re- 
treat. Utrecht, Rotterdam, and Dort fell 
into the hands of the Fieucli. 

14. Directors of the East India Com- 
pany prohibited from trading with India 
in their private capacity. 

19. An embargo on Dutch ships. 

26. The Stadthoider and his family hav- 
ing made their escape from Holland in an 
open boat, arrived in London. 

Several watchmen and others frozen to 
death by the severity of the weather. 

The lord mayor, aldermen, and livery of 
London petitioned the house of commiois 
to disclaim any right of interference with 
the internal government of France. 

27. Studtholderate abi lished, and the 
Batavian republic established under the 
protection of France. Shortly after the 
Dutch issued a declaration of the rights of 
man; but, iis an alloy to these advantages, 
they had to furnish clothing and provi- 
sions to th ir invatlers to the amount of 
1,400.000/. 

Feb, 4. A royal mes'^age communicated 
to the house of commons the necessity of a 
loan for the emperor of Germany. In the 
discussion that followed, notice was first 
taken of the misapplication by the king of 
Prussia of the subsidy granted to him, ainl 
which he had emjdoyed ffectiug bis 
iin|Ust designs on Pouind. ]\lr. l*.tt ad- 
mitted the misapplication of the si.bsidy 
by Prussia, but argiud that Aiistii.i bad a 
deeper interest in the issue ot flie war. 
Motion tor the loan car. ied by a great lua 
joiify. 

9. Mr. Gilbert Elliott, the English vice 
roy, opened the parliament of Corsica. 

10. A rapid thaw: the floods, in const* 
quence, did much damage. 

A theatre at Madras first opeviod with 
the tragedy of “ Macbeth.’’ 

12. Tuscany made peace with France. 
18. Britain concluded a defensive alli- 
ance with Russia. 

21. Earl Fiizwibiam recalled from the 
government of Ireland. 

23. Tub Budokt. Mr. Pitt hvovght 
forward his annual financial siateinent; 
100,000 seamen, and 150,000 landmen, in- 
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eluding militia^ ^rere voted for the ensuing 
year. The loan proposed was 18,000,000/., 
for which an equal capital in the three per 
cents, and 6,000,000/. in the four per cents, 
were created. The expenses incurred by 
the war, which had lasted no more than 
two years, were calculated at 50,000,000/. 

23. A public fast day. 

Mar. 1. The regent of Sweden acknow- 
ledired the French republic. 

The republic concluded a peace with the 
Vendeans and Chouans. 

4. Richaud Buotiieus, lately a naval 
lieutenant, apprehended by two king’s 
messengers, and brought before the privy 
council. Upon examination he was found 
to be insane ; the weak part of the public 
had been terrified by lus pretemled pro- 
phecies, deduced from the apocalypse, con- 
cerning the French revolution and the 
destruction of London. Brothers styled 
himself “a nephew of God,’’ and gained a 
disciple in Mr. Halhead, M.P., who wrote 
a pamphlet in defence of the veracity of 
his divine mission. 

11. CoEUcioN IN luEi.AND. Karl Cam- 
den appointed lord-lieutenau.t of Ireland 
in the room of earl Fitzwilliam. Upon 
the departure of Fitzwilliam from Dublin 
on the 25th inst., the citizens appeared in 
deep mourning. His appointment to the 
viceroyship last year was anticipated us the 
prelude to the removal of the few remain- 
ing disabilities of the catholics, and with 
this view his lonlship had proposed to dis- 
miss from otlice those individuals who had 
been most conspicuous in opposing enian- 
cip.'ition. Amongst them lord chancellor 
Fitzgibbon, Mr. lieresiord, a commissioner 
of I he Irish treasury, and Messrs. Wolfe 
and Tolh r, the attorney ami solicitor-gene- 
ral. Mr. Beroford was actually dismissed, 
when a letter arrived from Mr. Pitt, re- 
monstratiiig against these changes. By 
the same conveyance earl Fitzwiliiam re- 
ceived a dispatcti from the duke of Port- 
laiitl, suggesting, fur the first time, the 
doubts of the British cabinet on the ex- 
pediency of pressing catholic emancipation, 
and rei'ummending the viceroy to postpone 
it. This was impossible, Mr. Grattan hav- 
ing already obtained leave to introduce a 
bill for the removal of catholic disabilities. 
Plis excellency replied to his colleagues; 
he pointed out the danger of retracting ; 
and, with patriotic indignation, refused 
**to be the person to raise a fiame, which 
nothing but military force could extin- 
guish!” (^Annuaf xxxvii. 224.) 

Upon this his lorcbship was recalled. So 
soon as this was official)} known, the Irish 
house of commons, on the motion of Mr. 
Connolly, voted the strougest approval of 
lord Fitzwilliam’s conduct, with the single 
dissenting voice of Mr. Beresford. Ad- 


dresses followed from all parts of the king- 
dom, and the people could hardly restrain 
their indignation at the prospect of coer- 
cive measures. A change, however, sud- 
denly came over the legislative part of the 
nation. Lord Camden reached Dublin on 
the 31st inst. Less than a fortnight after, 
a motion of Mr. Grattan’s to inquire into 
the reasons of lord Fitzwilliam’s recall was 
negatived by a considerable majority ; and 
the bill for the relief of catholics subse- 
quently rejected by the same members who 
had sanctioned its introduction. On this 
occasion Arthur O’Connor, a young mem- 
ber of the house for the county of Kerry, 
made an eloquent speech. 

24. It appeared at the anniversary of 
the Royal Humane Society, for the reco- 
very of persons apparently drowned, that 
the number of persons restored to life 
atnouuted to 1)69; lives preserved by 
drags 858; unsuccessful cases 899; total 
2926. 

April 2. Rising ok the Jacobins. — The 
Girondins after the fall of Robespierre re- 
covered their ascendancy in the convention, 
and soon after began to avenge them- 
selves on their former opponents. Even 
some of those deputies who had been in- 
strumental in the overthrow of the dictator, 
became objects of vengeance, on the charge 
of participating in his crimes : among 
them were Barrerc, Collot d’JIerbois, and 
Billaud-Vareiines. While the trials ot 
these were pending, the mob, incited by the 
Jacobins, broke into the hall of tlie conven- 
tion, calling for bread and the constitution 
of 1793. The riot, however, was quelled 
by the armed citizens, and the accused in- 
dividuals were expatriated to Guiana. Se- 
veral other members of the Mountain were 
arrested and imprisoned. A violent itisnr 
rection in consequence broke out in the 
suburb of St, .-Vutoine, which lastetl three 
days, but was ultimately put down by the 
soldiers of the convention. Disturbances 
Were at the same period created in various 
parts of France, by the Jacobins on one 
side, and their rivals on the other, 
which were not suppressed without blood- 
shed. 

5. Prussia signed a treaty of peace with 
the French republic, which had thus the 
satisfaction of being acknowledged by a 
{lower that had stood foremost in the con- 
federacy against her. A cessation of hos- 
tilities was agreed upon for the north of 
Germany, which was to be considered neu- 
tral ground ; and |ieace was soon after- 
wards concluded with the landgrave of 
Hesse and the Elector of Hanover. ^ 

8. Mahriaok ok the Phinck ok ^V ai.es. 
The marriage of the prince with the pnn 
cess Caroline, daughter of the duke of 
Brunswick, wSs ioleinniied with extraur 
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binary magiuBcence. Considerations of pru- I party spirit bad mingled with the pursuit 
dencc rather than of ailection are supposed of justice. 

to have forwarded this union. It appeared, 30. Rev. J. Jackson, who had been con- 
from the inqinrics of a pailiamentary com- victed of high treason, was brought into 
mittee, that the debts of his royal highness the court of King*8-bench, Dublin, to re- 
am ouuted to 619,570/. Upon which Mr. ceive judgment ; upon which he was seized 
Pitt proposed that the revenue of the with strong convulsions, und dropping down 
prince should be increased to 125,000/., ‘n the dock, expired. It appeared by an 
exclusive of the income of the duchy of inquest subsequently held on the body that 
Cornwall, estimated at 13,000/. a year; he had taken poison, 
and that a proiHirtion of this income should May 4. Mr. Brothers, the prophet, con- 
be vested in commissioners, for the Uquida- fined in Fishers lunatic asylum, Islington, 
tion of the debts of the prince. The join- Hkvoi.vtionauy Tuibunai.. — The raein- 

ture on the princess to be 50,000/. per bers of this terrible instrument of Robes- 
annum. pierre’s tyranny were called to a severe 

14. The remains of the British troops account. Among the charges brought 
embarked at Bremen for England. They against them, was that of ordering preg- 
had suffered dreadful uiivations in their naut women for execution. Such was the 


retreat through Flanders, from the severity 
of the weather and hostility of tlie Dutch, 
and were reduced to one-fifth of their origi- 
nal number. 

20. The Oxford militia, with loaded 
muskets, proceeded to Seaford, and seized 
all the mutton they could find, and sold it 
at Ad. a lb. ; they then seized 2000 sacks 
of flour at Newhaven, and sold it at their 
own prices : a detachment of tl»e horse 
artdlvry ai riving, assisted by the L^mca- 
shire lencibles, surrounded the rioters. 
Some disturbances of less mite broke out at 
Nottingham, Coventry, Nuneaton, Ilink- 
ley, and Bt*dworth. 

23. Acovittai. of Wahuf.n Hastings 
— On this day the trial of Mr. Hastings 
was terminated, by tlie sentence of the 
house of lords. It began Peh. 12, 1788, , 
luring lasted seven years, two months, and | 
eleven days. the last being the 1 49th day 
on which the court had sat. Mr. Fox and 
the other managers came into their box at 
twelve oVlock. 'I’he peers entere<l the hall 
half an hour aflerwar«ls. The mode of 
proceetling was to put each of the sixteen 
articles of charge separa'ely, to a question 
of guihy or not guilty, heginnii.g with the 
junior harim. Out of 400 peer's, only 29 
Voted. Of these eight, namely, lord chan- 
cellor Loughborough, the duke of Nurfldk, 
the earls of Caernarvon, Radnor. Filz- 
wdliam, Suffolk, Mansfield, and lord 
Walsingham, voted gtiiUy on some of the 
charges; 1 ut a majority voting not guilty 
on each charge, the lord chancellor pro- 
nounced as follows:— “ Warren Hasting}!, 
you are aci^uitted of all the charges of iiu- 
peuchinent brought against you by the 
commons, and of all the mattera contained 
therein” (Ann. Reg. xxxvii. 116). The 
East India Company paid Mr, Hastings 
the costs of his trial, Amounting to 71,080/ , 
and besides conferred upon him a jrecu- 
niary donation, and a pension of 5000/. a 
year. Public interest h.id evaporated in 
the length of the proceedings, in which 


mockery of justice, that in one instance 
they had taken no longer space of time 
than three hours to try and condemn sixty 
individuals {Ann. Reg. xxxvii. 88). 3 he 
delinquents most execrated were Tainvillc, 
the public accuser of the tribunal, and 
Leboii. The last pleaded his cause for 
nine successive days before the convention, 
with as much coolness and resolution as if 
his conscience had been wholly void of 
offence. He was executed with fifteen 
others, on the 9ih inst. 

22. Mungo l*ark sailed from Portsmouth, 
for the purpose of exploring the interior of 
Africa. 

26. The Ottoman Porte acknowledged 
the French republic. 

June. Iiiisii Societies. — The new policy 
of ministers towards Ireland gave rise to 
societies, both for and against the govern- 
ment, of a mischievous character. From 
this month, the *■'' Society of United Irish- 
men” began rapidly to disseminate its 
principles, and enrol amongst its members 
a great majority of the catholic, and a 
large proportion of the protestant popula> 
tion. Oaths of secresy were admit istered, 
and a central niul graduated sysiem of 
organization introduced, coupled with the 
opening of negotiations with the agents of 
the French government On the other 
hand, Orange clubs were instituted; those 
clubs drove the pmple to des;>eration, by a 
relentless course of vimlictiveness, and be- 
came the dictators of the government. 

7. Luxemburg surrendered to ilie 
French, with a garrison of 10,000 men 
uiuier general Bender ; the acquisition oi 
Mentz alone remaineil to cuinplete the ex- 
tension of the boundary of France to the 
Rhine. 

Expedition to Qcibkron. — The pacifi- 
cation concluded with the Vcndvaii and 
Chouan insurgents in February, which |>ru- 
duced tranquillity in the distui bed disti lets, 

was but of short duration. Iheso t>eople 
were under the influence of leaders, who 
•2 Q 
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maintaiaed a correspoadance with the 
emigrant princes, ana were liberally fup- 
plied with Rnglish gold and paper. In 
May the Chouans again rose in arins) and 
early in J une 3Q00 emigrants from Eng- 
land effected a landing in ^iberuii Bay, 
to co-operate with them. some skir> 

mishes, in which most of the French who 
had been taken out of English prisons 
deserted, general Hoche made a nocturnal 
attack upon the adverse camp, and killed 
or captured a great part oi* the emigrant 
troops. The victors obtained the clothing 
and equipments of 40,00U men, which had 
been landed for the use of the numerous 
bands who were expected to join the Bour- 
bon standard. 

9. Died in the Temple in his twelfth 
year, the only son of Louis XVI. The con- 
vention soon after agreed to exchange the 
sister of this unfortunate prince fur the 
commissioners betrayed by Dumourier to 
the Austrians, and two French ambassa- 
dors to the Ottoman court, who had been 
seised on neutral ground. 

22. The dearness of provisions caused 
a riot at Biriiiitigham, in which one man 
was killed by the soldiers. 

In consequence of the severity of the 
cold, so unusual at thiH beasou of the year, 
many thousand sheep newly shorn were 
killed in different paits of the country ; it 
w s computed that in Wiltshire full oue> 
fourth of the flocks was destroyed. 

Admiral lord liridjiurt, with 14 sail of 
the line and eight frigates, gained a victory 
oir Port L’Orient over the French fleet of 
I'J ships of the line and 11 frigates, when 
three ships of the line were captured. 

2G. Earl Fitzwilliam and Mr. lieresford 
met near Tyburn, to settle a dispute atiout 
]i]aces and pensions : just as they had taken 
their ground at twelve pace«’ distance, a 
magistrate interfered, which prevented lur- 
tiier proceedings. 

A niimerouM meeting in St. Geurge^s 
Fields, to petition for annual parliaments 
and universal suflrage : the volunteers of 
the metropolis were kept in reailiiiess on 
Kenningtou common to repress any dis|H>- 
sitiou to riot. 

/u/y 7. Flour having risen to 70s, a 
tack, and the quartern ioaf to Is., the lords 
•f the privy council entered into an en- 
migement, to use in their families only 
mead of an ordinary quality, to diminish 
the consumption of flour iu their respective 
establishments and strongly recommended 
others to follow their examjile. The court 
of commoii council oubscnbed 1000/. for 
relieving the poor of the mctro|>olis, and 
entered into resolutions to carry into effect 
the recommendation of the privy council. 

1 2 , The mob of Westminster attacked 
the crimping houses, and under an im- 


pression that Mr. Pitt countenanced the 
existing abuses in recruiting, they broke 
the windovfs of his house in Downing- 
street. This had long been a subject of 
complaint, and a source of tumults in the 
metropolis. It was remedied by the duke 
of York, who in the course of the year 
succeeded lord Amherst as commander-in- 
chief. 

22. Spain made peace with France. 

24. Henry Redhead Yoike tried and 
convicted at the York assizes on a charge 
of sedition. He was subsequently sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of 100/. and be impri- 
soned two viars in Dorset gaol. 

2*2. The French convention decreed 
that the electors should, iu appointing the 
deputies to the legislative body, choose 
twu-thirds from amongst the members of 
the present convention ; and by another 
decree it was enacted, that, in default of 
such election, the convention shoold fill up 
the vacancies themselves. These decrees 
formed a curious contrast to the self-dcny- 
ing ordinance of the Constituent Assembly, 
which prohibited the re-election of any ul 
its members. The convention was doubtless 
impressed with the ill effects of the disin- 
terestedness of their predecessors, and 
deviated into the opposite aud less pardon- 
able extreme. 

‘23. New French Constituiion. — The 
convention adopted the new constitution 
])repared by their committee, and referred 
it to the primary assemblies for their ac- 
ceptance. Its essential parts weie, the 
establishment of a legislative body, con- 
sisting of two elective chambers, one of 
seniors, 250 in number, the other of juniors, 
500 in number ; one third of each chamber 
to he renewed annually. The executive 
power to be I'esled in five persons called 
*^The Directors,’* numinated hy the legis- 
lative body. One of the directors was to 
go out yearly and he replaced by the elec 
tion of another. Public education was 
provided for ; equality of privileges among 
all citizens declared; religious freedom 
established, and liheity of s| caking and 
writing fully confirmed. 

31. The dearth approaching to famine, 
that had prevailed during the summer, was 
remedied by an abundant harve-t; in the 
northern counties the markets were plent - 
fully supplied with the best wheateii flour 
at *2#. 6d, per stone of 14 lb. 

Sepf. 1. Mr, O’Connor and Mr. Griftln 
found guilty of high treason at Naas in 
Ireland, and sentenced to be hanged. AiUf 
sentence, O’Connor made a long speech 
censuririg the abuses of the government. 

8. A monument by Flaxman, set up by 
public lubHcriptiun at Chichester, to the 
memory of CoUiiui the fioet 

13. Captain Vancouver returned uo»» 
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hii) voyage of discovery on the north-west 
coast of America, after an absence of four | 
years. 

17. At the Old Bailey the judges de- 
clared that (gleaning corn is not a custom 
of strict right, but to be permitted or not 
at the will of the owner of the ground. 

23. The Dutch colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope taken possession of by the 
English under general Craig and admiral 
Klphinstonu. 

30. French convention decreed the in- 
corporation iif the Austrian Netherlands 
with the republic. 

Ocf. 4. iNSUIlHaCTlOM OF THE PARISI- 
ANS. — The forty-eight sections of Paris, 
who had usually given the tone to the 
nation at large, while they unanimously 
accepted the new constitution, as firinly 
rejected the law fur the re-election of two- 
thirds of the subsisting convention. The 
motives of their resistance, as well as the 
parties who organized it, were different 
from tho^e which prt dominated in former 
risings of the capital. Under Marat, 
Damon, and Robespierre, the chief actors 
wore the working classes, and their object 
equality ; in the present, tbe actors were 
the middle classes, and their object equa- 
lity too, but an equality compatible with 
security. Horrified by the atrocities of the 
reign of terror, the Parisians were appre- 
hensive of its recurrence, by the retention 
in the new legislature of two-thirds of the 
convention, most of whom were lo<iked upon 
as men of blood, implicated in the late 
sanguinary proceedings of the Jacobins in 
tlie metropolis, at Lyons, and in La Ven- 
Hence the terrorists sided with the 


•ion confirmed the previous impression of 
his extraordinary military talents. Tran- 
quillity followed, and the constitution and 
decrees were acquiesced in. 

26 A general meeting of the London 
Corresponding Society was held in Copen- 
hagen fields; the number of persons as- 
sembled us members and spectators was 
very great. Three rostra were erected from 
which Binns, Thelwall, Hodgson, and John 
Gale Jones made speeches ; and an address, 
remonstrance, and resolutions were agreed 
to. 

27. National Convention dissolved on 
the day fixed by law ; it had sat upwarda 
of three years, namely from October 20th, 
1792. It terminated its sittings nobly; 
for the last decrees which it passed wore 
for the abolition of the punishment of 
death at the return of peace, and for grant- 
ing a general amnesty. Previously to the 
oissolution, attempts were made by Tallien, 
Legendre, Freron, and other Jacobin chiefs, 
to restore the ascendancy of their faction, 
hut they were defeated by the energetic 
efforts of Thiliuudeau, Lanjuinais, Boissy 
d'Anglas, Lepaux, Lesage, and Lariviere. 

28. New French leirislature met, aud 
made choice of five directors, namely, Re- 
: veiliiere (.epaiix, Reubel, Latourneur De- 
^ lamuiu'he, Barras, aud Sieyes. Sieyes soon 
j after resigned, and Carnot was chosen in 
; his stead. Of these directors, all except 
: ReveiUiere Lepa ix, were or had been 

of the predominant party of the Mountain 
or Jacobin* 

29. The king, on going to open parlia- 
ment, was sunounded by an immense 
throng of persons of all ranks, who idamor- 


conven^iuu against the Parisians, not only 
as a means of securing an indemnity i\>r 
jKist misdeeds, but preserving their supre- 
macy ill the gjjvernment. On the other 
haiit), the royalists aided the sectionists, 
thinking that the triumph of the moderates 
might pave the way for the restoration of 
tile monarchy. Neither however the Jaco- 
bins nor royalists reaped the full fruits of 
their calculations. Meanwhile energetic 
preparations were made for the onset, the 


ously cried out, “ Bread I Pi-acel No Pitt T’ 
II is majesty was much agitated, and tlie 
first words he uttered when he entered the 
hiiose of peers were these, to the lord chan- 
cellor : •• My lord, I have been shot at.*’ In 
his progress, one of the glasses of his 
coach was perforated by a bullet ; and on 
his return he was treated with much rude- 

ss. 

30. A proclamation offering a reward 
of 1000/. for the discovery of the authors 


convention having securotl the aid of de- of the outrage on the king. 

tiu'hinenis of the army. On the night of Hostilities susiwnded for three months 

t'u* hh. the different sections beat to arms, between the French and Austrian arnies. 


mul at noon on the next day, they were 
ranged in fighting order, having taken ^kis- 
s’ ssio.i o» several posts. A blooily conflict 
U'>\v took place between the citizens and 
i^cgidar troops near the hall of the conven- 
turn, which after the loss of lOfiO lives 
i nded in the rout of the Purieians . their 
opl iinents hud the advantage of artillery, 
which they used wiih destructive effect, 
nairas had the chief command of the coii- 
vj-utionalists, sulior^inate to whom was 
^iipuleoii Buonaparte, who on this occa- 


Aov. 4. A jiroclamation to prevent sedi- 
tious meetings, and to apprehend persons 
di-Uvering inflammatory speeches. 

6. Lord Grenville introduced a bill into 


tbe lords fur the “safety of his majesty-s 
person,*' and on the same day, Mr. Pitt, a 
fiill into the cvimmous, fur the “ prevention 
of seditious meetings.” These twu bills had 
for their object the restriction of Hie right 
liitherto posse.'^sed by the people ol assem- 
bling for the purposes of jietitioning the 
king aud legislature, and of discussing 

2 Q 2 



BRITISH CHRONOLOGV. 


n9G 


political subjects. Tliey were warmly op- 
posed at every sta^e in both houses^ but 
carried by more tiian the usual majorities, 
in consequence of the dariii;^ proceedings 
of the popular societies. Their duration 
was limited to three years. 

Fhknch Dihectouy. — The feeling of in- 
security heretofore prevalent in France, 
began to subsitle under the Directory. The 
Pantheon, a revival of the Jacobin club, 
was slmt by general Buonaparte, and a 
gradiiiil epnratiun of the must violent of 
the faction was in progress in the public 
offices and municipality of Paris. As a 
means of lessening the influence of popular 
clamour over the legislature, the galleries 
in the convention-hall were reduced to a 
space not containing more than 300 spec* 
tators. A National Institute was esta- 
biished for the promotion of the sciences. 
It consisted of Md members, among whom 
were some of the most il.ustrious names in 
France and Europe. In addition a central 
school or college was established in each 
department ; and a primary school in each 
commune, to teach writing, rea<liiig, aiith- 
metic, and the elements ot morality. 

21. A common hall in the city of Lon- 
don to petition against the sedition bids : 
the common council hud agreed to a i»eti- 
tioii in their favour. In Wo'-tininster a 
petition against the hills was agreed to. 

Dec, 8. Mr. Put lirought a nie.ss.ige 
from the king to parliament, to the edict 
that the state of affairs in France was Mich 
that his majesty was ready to treat with 
the existing government fur peace. 

9. The London I'orresponding Society 
and an immense concourse, met in Mary- 
lebone fields. Messrs. Browne, Jones, and 
Thelwall were the speakers. “The petition 
and the resolutions, .say.s the Annual He- 
gitleTf “ are in strong, lirm, and respcctlul 
language.’* 

At the close of the year, Biitaiii con- 
cluded a treaty with the dey of Algiers, 
by which the Algerines were permitted to 
carry their prizes to Corsica, and to stdl 
them publicly tliere.— Reg, xxxvii. 
24(i. 

Poor Laws. — The serious abuses of 
mixing up wages w'ith the parish allowance, 
and of a profuse grant of relief out of the 
workhouse, became prevalent. They origi- 
nated in high prices. The price of com 
which foi three years preceding 1795 had 
averaged 54«.. rose to 74s. a quarter. As 
wages contin’ ed stationary, the distress of 
the pour was very gre.a. and many able- 
bodied lalmurcrs, who had rarely before 
applied fiir parish assistauce, became claim- 
ants far relief. Instead of meeting this 
emergency by temporary ex(M'dienis, and 
by grants of relief pi oport lotted to the 
urgency of each individual case, one uni- 


form system was adopted. The magistrates 
of Berks and some of the southern counties 
issued tables, showing the wages which 
they thought every labouring man ought Xo 
receive, according to variations in tht; piice 
of bread,., and the number of his family ; 
and they accompanied these tables with an 
order, directing the parish officers to make 
up the difference to tlie labourer, in the 
event of the wages paid to him by his 
employer falling short of ihe tabular allow- 
ance. All act also passed to allow tl e 
justices to administer relief out of the 
workhouses, and to grant it to such pour 
persons as had property of their own. 

West Indies. — In the course of tl ; 
year, the French m.ade strenuous eflbr's to 
recover their possessions in the We^t Indies, 
Under the direction of Victor Ungues, a 
general revolt was planned against the 
British, in all the French islands. In St. 
Luc. a, the insurrection broke out so snd- 
denij', that the English were coint>elled to 
! quit the island. The attempts made <it 
Guadaloupe, Grenada, and St. \ inei i.t, 
though attended with temporary succcs', 
were finally defeateil. 

Anni ai. Onni'AKY, — Alderman John 
Sawbridge, the late patriotic M.P. for ihc 
city of London. At Baris, aged SO, M. 
Barthelemy, author of the “Travels <;f 
Aiiacharsis in Gieece.’* Aged Jaim-s 
Boswell, the intimate friend and hiogr.i- 
plier of Dr. Johnson. In groit indigence, 
Florio, the once celebrated flute tilajer. 
Aged 80, William Hoinaine, rector of St. 
Ann’s, BlacktVi irs.ard an eloquent Calvi:;- 
istic preacher. Kobeit Hakeweil,an eminent 
experimental farmer and grazier. In his 
7*2iidyear, Aiuliew Kijipis. J).]). and F.U.S., 
a man of learning and classical taste ; edi- 
tor of the “Biogiaj>hia Biitanuica.” 

A.u. 1796, J<»n. Faily in the month the 
count d’.Artuis and tlie duke d’Aiigouleine, 
arrived at Kdinhurgli. 

3. Fifty soldiers, in a passage from 
Guernsey to Cowes, suffocated diir.ng a 
storm, by the hatches being closed down 
U)K)n them. 

13. The linen niilbs of Maisliall mid 
Co. near Leeds burnt, and by the falling 
of one of the walls seven persons killed. 

28. A telegraph erected over the Admi- 
ralty to communicate with the line to 
1> »ver. 

Mr. Stone tried hefoie b»rd Kenyon for a 
conspiracy to kill the king, and acquitted. 
On the verdict being pronounced, a 
was fined 20/. for raising an exulting slTtmt. 

Feb. 2. The king, m returning troui 
Ururydane theatre, was insulted, and a 
stone thrown into his carriage. . 

11. A forged French newspaper, UElvai^y 
circulated for stock-jobbing ; it amionuceu 
a peace between Austria and France. 
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12. State op the Poor. — ^Mr. Whit- 
bread on moving in the commons, that a 
t)ill to regulate the wages oi' labourers in 
husbandry be read a srcoiid time, made 
this statement. He said that “in most 
narts ot'the country the labourers had long 
been strtiggling with increasing misery till 
the pressure had become almost too griev- 
ou» to be endured; while the patience of 
the sutterers, under their accumulated ilis- 
tresses, had been exetnplary.” He then 
recommended the immediate establishment 
of a mimmttm of u'ogen ; a measure as un- 
jtist again 't the employer, as a muxiinum 
would bo against the employed. Mr. Pdt, 
in reply, admitted that the condition of the 
poor was cruely and such as could not be 
wished on any principle of hiunaiiity' or 
jioiicy. But he argued against the. propo- 
sition of Mr, Wlnt bread as contraiy to 
sound principles, and concluded in these 
words: “What measures then could be 
found to supply the delect ? Let u's,” said 
he, “ make relief (by the parish), in cases 
where there are a iiunibcr of children, a 
matter of right and an honour, instead of 
a giound for oppMbiiuin and contempt. 
This u'ill make a lurgn famiftj a blessing 
and not a curse ; and this will draw a 
jiroper line of distinction between those 
wlto are able to piovide for themselves by 
their labour, and those who, after having 
enriched their country with a number of 
children have a claim upon its assistance 
for their support.” — l*ari. Hist, xxxii. 710. 
Mr. Ft»x did m»t enter fully ijtto the «jues- 
tion, but ai>peared to acrjuicsce in the sin- 
gidar principles laid down j and Mr. Whit- 
bread, in conclusion, compliiiiented Mr. 
Piit, and recommeiidetl governinent “to 
instiri'.te a liberal jiremium fur large 
iivs I 

15, Ca’ylon captured by the Biiti>h. 

18. Kitld Wake found guilty of a mis- 
demeanor, in hissing the king on hi> goin 
to parliament, and sentenced to the pillory, 
and five years’ imprisonment. 

I.NFi.uKNCK OK Coi.n. — The extreme 
miUloess of last January, cuinparcd with 
the unusual severity of the jrccetling Janti- 
ary of 179.5, aff’ortletl an opportuuiiy of 
ohserving the effects of the seasons on 
health. The average heat of January 1 796 
exceeded, by above 20 degrees of Fahren- 
heit, the average of 179.'), By turning to 
the hills of mortality, we find the efiects 
of these difTerent degrees of temperature 
on human life. In five weeks, between 
j)ecomlier Ist, 1794, and February 3ril, 
1795, the whole number of burials ui Lon- 
don amounted to 2823 ; aiul in atr equal 
period of five weeks, between DerembiT 
1 J 7 I February 2nd, 1796, to 

1 ‘17 1 . Philofophicnl TVtmsacta nt. So that 
the excess of mortality in January 1795, 


above that of January 1796, was 1352 

persons. 

Mur. 1. War declared against England 
by the Dutch national convention. 

10. Insurrection act passetl in Ireland 

ithoriziug the lord-lieutenant to declare 
any district in a state of insurrection, 
whereby the magistracy obtained an arbi- 
trary power of imprisonment. 

24. (.'ulonel Cawthorne of the West- 
minster militia, cashiered for peculation, 
and afterwards expelled the house of com- 
mons. 

31. The oriental MSS. of Mr. Halhead, 
the disciple of the prophet Brothers, pur- 
chased by the British Museum. 

^pr. 2. SiiAKSPKARK Forgery. — A trii- 
gedy, Vortigern, was performed at Dniry- 
lane theatre as one of Shaksjieare’s, but 
subsequently acknowledged by its author, 
Mr. Ireland, to be a forgery. The audience, 
which condemned the play, showed more 
liscriminatiun than several eminent literary 
connoisseurs, who after exainining the 
allegeil Shakspeare | apeis, attested with 
their signaturrS their conviction of their 
getinineness. Among the subscribers to this 
notable forgery {Ann. Heg.xxw'iii. 12) were 
the earls of Lauderdale, Somerset, aiul Kin- 
naird ; Dr. P^rr, sir Thomas Burgess, 
James Boswell, Jobii Tvveedale, H. J. Pye, 
K. Valjiy, Thomas Blunt, Matthew Wyatt, 
and J, Pinkerton, 

7. Admiral Cornwallis tried by a court- 
martial for disol>eNing the orders of the 
.admiralty, but aiMpiitttd. 

Gk N KRAI. B I :oN A I'AUTK. — Tliis Celebrated 
person, w'ho>e name will hen afti-. so fre- 
quently occur, had, like Hoche, Pichegru, 
.lout dan, Moreau, and other »iisdnguished 
French generals, att .iiied lapid proinoiiuu in 
the republican armies. Ju 1791 be was a caj)- 
tain of iutillety ; and it w.ts only at the 
siege of Toulon, in 1793, that his soldierly^ 
abilities began to tlevelope them elves. At 
Paris be commandtd, as before uoiiied.the 
conventional troops on the insurrection of 
the sentions, October 4th, 1795. SupjRuted 
by the patronage of the director Barras, 
and the impression produced by his mill 
tary talents, he wits, at the desire of ilic 
officers and soldiers, .appointctl to the com- 
mand of the army intended fur the inva- 
sion of Italy. At this time Buonapaite 
was ill his twenty-sixth ye.tr, imd had 
never seen a regular engagement in his 
life ; but such was the opinum of his ch.t- 
racter, science, and activity, that lie in- 
spired general confidence. Tlie Italian 
army amountetl to about :')(>, 000 veterans ; 
opposed to it were 80,000 Austrians and 
PiedmuntoRe, commaudc»l by general Beau- 
lieu. Hostilities began on the 9th iust., at 
Voltri, nine miles fiom Ge..oa. 
the end of the numth, sicoinbd by the skul 
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attd seal of Massena, Augereau, and Ram- 
pon, Buonaparte won the decisive battles 
of Montenotte, Mellesimo, and Mondovi, 
which obliged the king of Sardinia to sign 
a treaty of peace in his own capital. 

19. Sir Sidney Smith taken prisoner on 
the French coast, and sent, under a strong 
escort, to Paris. 

28. Charett^, the Vendean chief, exe- 
cuted at Nantz. Stotlet, another chief, 
sufferid two months before; and general 
Huche, after great exertions, succeeded in 
quelling the royalists. 

30. Prince and Princess of Wai.es. — 
The nuptials of these personages did not, 
from the first, promise domestic felicity ; 
and the princess, after giving birth to a 
daughter, l)ecame the inhabitant of a sepa- 
rate establishment on Blackheath. The 
final separation took place in this month, 
just a year after the marriage, and three 
months afier the birth of the princess 
Charlotte of Wales. The separation 
was at the instance of the prince, on 
the ground of iucongeniality. In a 
letter to her royal highness, through 
the medium of lord Cholmondeley, dated 
April 30th, he says, *• Our incfinatiom 
are not in our ouvi power; nor should 
either be answerable to the other, because 
nature has not made us suitable to each 
other. Tranquil and comfoi table society 
is, however, in our power ; let our inter- 
course therefore be restricted to that.*’ 


cavalry were stationed in the vicinity of 
the Luxembourg and the Tttileries, and 
the streets patrolled. Next day the council 
of 500 #a8 apprised by the directory of a 
horrible conspiracy on the eve of bursting 
forth, and that the conspiratois had been 
arrested. Amongst these persons were 
Drouet, who had intercepte(f the flight of 
Louis XVL at Varennes ; Rossignul, ex- 
general of La Vendee ; Babeuf, the chief 
contriver of the plot, and a man of fancifii. 
or doubtful principles; Laignelot, an cx- 
conventionalist ; Darth6; and Buonarroti, 
an Italian. The last has recently published 
an account of ** Babeuf’s Conspiracy foi 
Kquality,’’ the importance of which he bas 
greatly exaggerated. Its proceedings were 
early itnoun to the directory, who suffered 
it to mature, and even encouragid it, that 
its authors might be crushed move effectu- 
ally. ITieir designs were exactly of the 
Robespierre school — both atrocious and 
foolish. Under the pretext of establishing 
perfect political and civil equality, they 
purposed the massacre of all existing au- 
thorities,— executive, legislative, and imi- 
nicipal; and the establishing a comn, unity 
of goods. Believing them to be honest 
fanatics, government proceeded towards 
them with lenity : only Babeuf and Darthe 
I suffered ; and these, when sentence was 
1 pronounced, made an abortive attempt, at 
self-execution, by stabbing themsv Ives. 

11. Ltmiaiire and others tried and ac* 


May 7. Buonaparte passed the Po at 
Placentia, defeating two divisions of the 
Austrians, and striking such terror into 
the duke of Parma, that he requested an 
armistice. This was granted, on the con- 
dition of a large contribution ; the deliver- 
ing tip twenty paintings, to be selected by 
the French ; and sending commissioners to 
Paris, to treat of peace. 

10. Buonaparte, at the head of his vic- 


quitted of a conspiracy to kill the king. 

15. Peace between Sardinia and 
France. 

17. Louis XVI II. compelled to quit the 
Venetian territory. 

19. Parliament prorogued; and on the 
21st dissolved by proclamation. 

20. Trial of John Rkkves, Rsq., chair- 
man of the London Association, came on 
before lord Kenyon, at Gii Idhall. Tliu 


torious republicans, carries, in face of a 
tremendous fire of artillery, the bridge of 
Lodi, on the Adda. Five days after, the 
conqueror entered Milan, the capital of 
Austrian Lombardy. 

CoNSPiRAcr OF Babeuf. — About this 
time the power of the Jacobins in France 
received its death-blov. Although a ma- 

e of the directory were originally of 
Jhxijf they inclined to moderate mea- 
sures, as more agreeable to the altered 
feeling of the nation. With this view, the 
mote tioleUt o^the Mouutainists were gra- 
dtialljr temoved frem puldie oflicts, the 
police, municipality, and militaiy force of 
Perif. Yhii opened the eyes of the tci- 
roristsi who determined to arrest the down- 
ward march of their faction, or at least re- 
vou^ ite ettinetioo. Rumours of insur- 
rect^ wore for soma weeks afloat; when, 
on tlm inst., considerable bodies of 


prosecution was instituted at the inst;«rcc 
of the house of commons, on account of a 
pamphiet of Mr. Reeves, from which was 
read the following nonsense : — That the 
government of Knglaiui was a mnnaicby ; 
that the monarchy was the ancient >to(.k 
from which sprung those goiully branclus 
of the legislature, the lords and coiimionb ; 
that these, however, Were still only brauclus, 
and that they might be lopped off', iiud the 
tree be a tree still— shorn indeed of its 
honours, but not like them, cast into the 
fire.” Reeves was acquitted. 

27. Lord Charles Townsend found <lead 
in a post-chaise, in which he had returned 
from Great Yarmouth^ with his brother 
lonl Frederick, who had bei n chosen re- 
presentative of that bor«>iigh. Both had 
exhibited svmptomli of insanity j 
icording to tbw itaiemenl of the suivivut, 
tt diaptite occurred bitweeii them on leb- 
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glon, when lord Charles shot himself with! 
a pistid^ I 

29. At a moth odist-meeting in Leeds a 
beam gave way in a workshop^ by which 
16 women, a man, and a boy, were in- 
stantly killed, and 30 others wounded. 

The nobles and clergy of Lombardy, 
treated with contempt by the French, and 
incensed at their exactions, stirred up an 
insurrection, which was promptly suppress- 
ed by Buonaparte. 

31. Joiirdan and Moreau prepared to in- 
vade Germany. 

June 3. Buonaparte entered Vemna; 
next day he blockaded Mantua. A de- 
tachment was sent into the papal terrirories, 
and the pope being without the means of 
defence, was compelled to sue for an armi- 
stice, which was granted on condition of 
surrendering Verona, Ferrara, and Ancona, 
together with valuable paintings and ma- 
nuscripts from the Vatican. 

11. Sir Ralph Abercromhy recaptured 
the islands of St. Vincent, Grenada, and 
Sr. Lucia. 

24. Moreau, having passed the Rhine 
at Straslnirg, forced the passes of ttie 
Bliu'k Forest. 

27. Two old houses in Houghton street, 
Clave-market, fell, aud sixteen persons 
k'lled or wounded. Such accidents were 
of constant occurrence in the metropolis. 
Most of them have been passed over; hut, 
we should say, that for the fifty years pre- 
ceding, (he falling of houses was as fre- 
(puMit and as destructive, in London, to 
human life as fire$. 

Ju/y9, A verdict for 100/. given against 
Daniel Stuart, proprietor of the Mommy- 
fiir sending a forged French news- 
paper, U Eclair, containing false intelli- 
gence, to the Telegraph office, and which 
the proprietors of the Telegraph inserted us 
true, by which their paper was <lincredited. 

29. Wurmser, who hadadvanceil through 
the Tyrol, at the head of an army of vete- 
rans, from Germany, and sujierscMled Beau- 
lieu in the command of the wreck of his 
army, compelled the French to raise the 
siege of Mantua. 

Aug, 5. Battle of CastigUono^ between 
the lake of Ganla and Mantua. After a 
series of combats on tbit and the two suc- 
ceeding days^ Buonaparte compelled 
Wurmser to tall back into the Tyrol. 

9. Elba surrendered to the British, under 
commodore Nelson. 

17. Admiral Elphinatone eapturad, in 
baldanha Bay, a Dutch squadron, in- 
tended* to recofer back the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

21 Jourdan, who hkd entered Bavaria 
on its northern border, and greatly alarmed 
the diet ametubled at Ratimn, was com- 
p'd. id to fall back In consequence of the 


junction of the Austrian forces, under 
Wartensleben and the archduke Charles. 

SepK 4. A largo box brought to the 
secretary of state’s office from Botany Bay, 
containing a quantity of rope two inches 
thick, spun by the convicts, and the first 
specimen of their manufacture. 

12. Wurmser, after a series of defeats 
by Buonaparte, Massena, aud Augereau, 
threw himself into Mantua with the re- 
mains of his army. In five days the French 
had taken 1 6,000 prisoners. 

17, Jourdan crossed the Rhine at Bonn. 
On the l9th was a severe engagement be- 
tween part of his army and the Austrians 
it Altenkirchen, in which affair Marceau, 
in esteemed French general, was killed. 
Moreau, who had penetrated into the heart 
of Germany, finding it impossible to main- 
tain his advanced p tsition after the pulse 
of Jourdan on hislefi, began his celebrated 
retreat from Ingoldstaut on the 10th iiist., 
repassitig the Leek, and encamping between 
Ulm and the lake of Constance. 

General Wasiiikgton retired from 
public life, terminating a career which has 
few equals for genuine patriotism, true wis- 
dom, and solid worth, in an admirable 
farewell address, in which he forcibly ex- 
horted his countrymen to maintain the 
inity of their government, to cultivate the 
arts of peace, abstain from factious combi- 
nations, and entangling (mlitical alliances 
with foreign states. 

*2‘2. Amphion frigate blew up at Ply- 
mouth. The accidtMit happened at four 
o'clock, w’hile captain Pellew was at din- 
ner; and he and 15 others were the only 
survivors out of a crew of 220 ineu. 

Oct. 6. Nkw PAKi.iaueNr oi>ened by the 
king with a speech, in which he announced 
his determination of opening a negotiation 
with France for peace, at the same time 
adverting to the necessity of increased 
energy in providing means for resisting the 
enemy, as an intention was manifested of 
making a descent on these kingdoms. 
Addresses being moved of a moilerate 
tone, they passed with little debate and 
without a division. On taking into consi- 
deration the subject of invasion, Mr. Pitt 
proposed a levy of 15,0U0 men from the 
pariihea, to be divided betiveeii the sea 
and land service, and a supplementary 
militia of 60,000 and 20,000 cavalry ; not 
to bo immediately called out, but enrolled 
and truineil. These suggestions were not 
opposed. , , 

8. Spain declared war against Britaie 

9. Genoa excludes the English. 

10. Naples made peace with France. 

Moreau, after a retreat of 300 miles 

in an enemy's country, conducted with great 
skill and bravery, reachetl M’ald Kirchin 
in the Brisgau. 
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The French formed two new republics in 
Italy, — ^the Cisalpine and the Transalpine. 

16. Died, in his 71st year, and the 23rd 
of his reign, Victor Amadeus, king of 
Sardinia. 

20. The university of Oxford distributed 
2000 copies of the Bible among the French 
clergy; the marquis of Buckingham also 
presented 2000 copies, at his own expense, 
for the same purpose. 

22. Lord Malmesbury, the English am- 
bassador, arrived in Paris to treat of peace. 

The successes of the French in Italy, 
under the command of a native of Corsica, 
caused an insurrection against the British 
in that island, which ended in compelling 
them to retire to Elba. It terminated the 
short-lived English kingdom of Corsica, 
with its eoiistitution. 

26. Habeas Corpus Act suspended in 
Ireland, and the government begins to arm 
the yeoinaiirv. 

Aov. 2. The French prohibited the im- 
port of English niuniifactures. 

5. An invasion from the French being 
apprehended, a circular was issued by the 
duUe of Portland, secretary of slate, to the 
lieutenants of counties, recommending an 
account to be taken of the live uiid dead 
stock in parishes within twelve miles of 
the sea. 

15, 16, Battle of Akcola, in which 
Buonaparte defeated a fresh army of 
Austrians, under marshal Alvinzi, sent to 
raise the siege of Mantua, Areola is a 
village fifteen milfs from Verona, seated in 
a marsh, und accessible only by a causeway, 
(in this spot the battle lasted two days, 
and was more olistinately bloody than any 
that had been fought. It decided the fate 
of .Mantua, Alvinzi leaving it to surrenderor 
not, and ret i eating across the Brenta. 

17. Dkath of Catherine II. — The em- 
press dud suddenly, of apoplexy, in her 
G8th year, and 34(h of her reign, having 
in 1762 deposed her husband, Peter HI., 
who was murdered by Alexis Orlof; bui 
whetU»'r by the direction or connivance of 
the empress, is uncertain. The prominent 
traits in the character of Catherine were a 
love of sway and of glory, e'^peciaily the 
glory of aggrandizing the country she go* 
vemed, and tliut with a total reckleSMiess 
as to the means she employed fur effect itig 
her purpose. The empress had early pa- 
tronised the philosophical principles, hut 
was averse to the practice of the French re- 
volution; an*, wai artful enough to excite 
other powers to begin the war against 
France, but never actively joined the 
coalition. Her private conduct was as uu- 
scrtipuloos as her public, being openly im- 
mural and licentious, Paul Petrovitcb, 
the only son of the empress succeeded to 
the vacant throne. 


Dec, 1. The LOYALTY LOAN, of 18 mil- 
lions, WAS subscribed in 15 hours, between 
the 1st and 5th inst. One million was 
subscribed by the bank of England in their 
corporate capacity, and 400,000/. by the 
directors individually. 

7. In the debate on the budget it was 
discovered that the minister had already 
made advances to the emperor to the 
amount of 1,200,000/., and also to the army 
under the prince of Cond£, without the 
consent, and during the sitting of parlia- 
ment. A motion by Mr. Fox, on this 
violation of parliamentary usage, gave rise 
to a strenuous debate, which cafltd into 
action the strength of parties. On a divt- 
sion an amendment, in favour of Mr. Pitt, 
was carried by 185 against 104. 

18. A French fleet, with 25,000 men, 
under general Hoche, sailed, destined for 
Ireland, but a storm dispersed their ^ijrs, 
so that on the 24th inst. no more than seven 
sail of the line and ten others, anchored it) 
Bantry Bay, The admiral, Bouvet, re- 
fused to land the troops, and sailed hack 
to Brest. The disjiersion of this armament 
quieted the alarm of an invasion of Eng- 
land, which had been strongly apprehend, 
ed in the latter part of the year. 

19. The directory of France refused the 
basis proposed by lord Malmesbury', of a 
mutual restitution of conquests ; by France 
ill Europe, of the Netherlands and Italy ; 
and by England, of , her colonial acquibi- 
tions in the East and ^Vest Indies. 

21. The notorious major Semple, to 
avoid transportation for his crimes, stabbed 
himself ill Newgate. 

25. The cm|»eior P.iul set at lilierty ge- 
neral Kosciusko and other Polish prisoners. 

29. Lord Malmesbury arrived in London, 
having been ordered toquit Parisin dShoins. 

31. Several persons frozen to death in 
differeiii parts of the coomry ; the host 
was so severe that the thermometer was 
34 and 35 degrees below the freezin,; 
point. 

Annual Obituary. — John Anderson, 
F.R.S, 70, professor of natural philo^ijthy 
ill the university of Glasgow. James Mac- 
pherson, 59, author ot the poems uitii- 
imted to Osstan. Peter Puiibis, the chief 
promoter of the revolution in Holland. At 
Paris, 84, abbfc Raynal, the French histn 
rian of the West Indies. Samuel Whit- 
bread, 76, the eminent bntwer, and sup- 
posed to be worth a million at least. Tlm- 
mas Reid, D.D , 87, professor of morid 
philosophy in tiie university of Glasgow, 
and author of an Inquiry into the Human 
Mind.” James Fordyce, D.l)., 76, author 
of “Sermons to Young Women.*’ 
Hugh Palliser, admiral of the white. 
Emanuel El;gn, a quaker merchant of 
Leeds, who had retired with a fortune ol 



GKOKGE III. A.l). l/UZ. 


60 ! 


*JOU,000/. At Woolwich, general Broome j 
of the artillery ; he had risen from the rank ' 
of a private by personal merit. Gerard 
llamiltoiii 69, late Irish secretary, and 
usually denominated Single-speech Ha- 
milton.” At Botany Bay (March 16), of a 
deep decline, Mr. Joseph Gerrald, one of 
the Scottish reformers ; and three <lays 
(tfter. One of his companions in exile, Wil- 
liam Skirving. 

A.Il. 1797. PuOSPKCTS OF THE Vkau. 111 

the course of autumn, England was left to 
contend singly against the power of France. 
It was the most ilisastrous period of the 
war. Credit became affected, and the bank 
of England stopped payment. Soon after 
a mutiny broke out at Spithead ; this was 
settled by giving the seamen additional 
pay. But another mutiny in the fleet at 
tlie Nore was not quelled without blood- 
shed, and the execution of some of the 
ringleaders. To add lo the embarrass- 
ments of the country, Ireland was on the 
of rebellion. The disMcnsions in that 
kin idorn, inflamed by a variety of aggra- 
vatiiins, had nruceeded so far, tiiat the mal- 
contents, who assumed the name of 
United Iiiisiimkn, regularly organized 
tlunnselves throughout the country, and 
sent deputies to treat with the French, for as- 
►isiance in throwing off the English yoke. 
On the other side, the party attached to go- 
verninent put in practice strung measures. 
The mditary w'erc dispersi d into all paits, 
seai'ches were made fur anus with circum- 
stances of great severity, and many persons 
were apprehended on suspicion. The nio- 
(ierate party in the Irish parliament, w'ho 
pru{>o8ed conciliation by a reform in the 
icpieseiitatioii, fiiidiiig themselves in a 
small minority, made ;i ^ece^sion. The ex- 
. inplo was followed by the whigs in Eng- 
1 nd. 

Jwr 3. Three of the stones of the nn- 
ti<pie pile of Stonehenge fell, owing, as 
supposed, t.) the thaw. The smallest o! the 
tlirce weighed 20 tons. 

V^aiil of Russia enjoined foreigners to 
u^-ar cocked-hats ancf their hair in b igs, 
and not to drive througli Pvtersburgh with 
more than two horses. 

7. Hiut at Carlisle, occasioned by the 
enrolment of the supplementary nid.tia. 

12. General Alvinzi, with a fn’sh army 
of 50,0U0 men, made uuolher ctfuit to 
raise the siege of Mantua. Passing the 
Brenta, he fell upon Juuberf, who retreated 
to Kifoli. Buonaparte unexpectedly ar- 
riving at Rivoh, in the n’ght of the i4ih, 
H terrible confltct ensued, iu which the 
Austrians were completely defeated, and 
the entire of their left wing either killed or 
made prisoners. General Pruvir.i, sepa- 
Mting from tho main body of the AustriatiH, 
tned to throw himself into Mantua, but 


rej^ulsed in the suburb of La Favorite, 
and, with his column of 7000 men, laid 
down their arms to general Victor. 

25. ^ At the quarter-sessiuiis held at 
Bourn in Lincolnshire, a blacksmith was 
sentenced to twelve months* solitary im- 
prisonment, without seeing or speaking to 
any one, except the person who took his 
victuals, for saying *Mhe king is a rascal, 
and all who belong to him,” &c. 

Feb» 1. Colonel Frederick, swii of Theo- 
dore, ex-king of Corsica, shot himself in 
the west porch of Westminster-abbey. 

2. Mantud capitulated to the French, 
Buonaparte granting very honourable terms 
to its brave defender, the venerable Wurm- 
ser. The imperialists were now expelled 
from Italy ; and the pope having impru- 
dently resumed liostiUties, his territories 
were speedily overrun by the republicans, 
who levied upon him a contribution of 30 
millions of livres in specie, beside works of 
art. 

8. Mr. Adams elected president of the 
United States ; and Mr. Jefferson, vice- 
president. 

10. The French, under M irmont, en- 
tered Loretto, taking possession of the rich 
offerings of gold and silver; also the Santa 
Crt«a, or “ Holy House,** alleged to be the 
same in which the Virgin Mary was brouglit 
from Nazareth by angels, in 1291. The 

Madonna,” or “Lady of Loretto,” was 
forwarded to Paris. It is a wooden figure, 
clumsily carved, and was restored to the 
pope at the time of the Cunrorduf, who 
replaced It in the Caut Sania. 

The six original pictures of II. >- 
gartrfs “ Marriage it la Motle” sold to Mr. 
Angerstein for 1000 guineas. 

14. Navai. V'lC'ioiiY. — ^Sir John Jervis, 
with fifteen sail of the line, defeated the 
Spaniards, offCape St. Vincent, with twen- 
ty-seven sail of the line, Among't theni 
were &i.x of 112 guns, and one of 186. 
Four first-rate Spanish men-of-war were 
captured, and the remainder bliKkaded in 
Cadiz. The Spaniards had GUO killed and 
wounded ; the British, 300. For this bril- 
linat exploit sir John wus raised ru the 
peerage, and commodore Nelson, who 
gieatly distinguished himself in the activm, 
w ts knighted. 

18. Trinidad surrendered to sir R. Abti- 
crumby. 

19. Died, in his 74th year. J.\mks Doos- 
i.EY, bookseller ; brother, partner, and sne- 
cessor of the ingenious Robert Dodsley. 
Their father kept the frec-school at Mans- 
field, and married a young woman ot 1 7 at 
the age of 75, by whom he luui u child at 
the age of 78.— .f/ni. AVy-. xYxix., 12, Mr. 
J. Dodsley sold 18.000 copies of Burke s 
** Reflcctiuus on the French Revolutiou, * to 
whom he made a bandsomo coiuplimeut foi 
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the profits. Mr. Dodsley died ^TUrth 
70,000/1, which chiefly Went to his nephews 
and nieces, and his executors, one of whom 
was Mr. John Walter, who had been his 
brother’s apprentice. 

20. There being a great run on the 
banks in the north of England for specie, 
most of them stopped payment. 

22. Descknt in Walbs. — About 1400 
Frenchmen landed in Pembrokeshire : they 
had no artillery; and i'rum their ragged 
and mean appearance, seemed to have long 
been the inmates of jails. Lord Cawdor 
having assembled the country people, arm- 
ed with scythes and pitchforks, the in- 
vaders surrendered to them without offer- 
ing any resistance. This notable attempt 
at invasion, and its defeat, were comnuini- 
cated. in due torm, by the duke of Port- 
l.iud to the lord-mayor. 

26. Rkstkiction on Bank Payments. — 
The suspension of specie payments t)y this 
great monetary corporation originated in po- 
litical causes, not in an over-issue of paprr, 
or other mismanagement of the diiection. In 
the beginning of the year the public funds 
experienced a depression below anything 
of the kind felt at the worst period of the 
American war. Thi.s was occasioned by 
the failure of lord Malmesbury’s pacific 
mission to Paris, and the adverse a.spt*ct of 
the war, in consequence of the victories of 
the French in Italy. To support the em- 
peror, enormous loans were sent to the 
continent, the transmission of which had 
caused the exchanges to become unfavour- 
able in 1795 ; and in that year and the fol- 
lowing, large sums in specie were drawn 
from the hank. The directors were sensi- 
ble of their approaching difficulties, owing 
to the government remittances; and as 
early as the 11th of February, 1796, re- 
solved — lliat it is the opinion of this 
court, founded upon the ex)>erience of the 
la:e imperial loan, that if any further loan 
or advance of money to the emperor, or to 
any of the foreign states, should ia the 
present state of affairs take place, it will, 
in all iirobability, prove fatal to the bank of 
England. The court of directors do, there- 
fore, most earnestly deprvcatc the adoption 
of any such measure, and they stdemnty 
protest against any responsibility for 
the cafamitouM conHequentet that rnaif ful- 
luw thereupon.'* But not withstanding 
this, and many other similar remon- 
strances, firesh adtiuices of money were 
made to our alliei, and fn^h demands 
ttfion the bank; the directors reluctantly 
abandoiiini^ their owd be*ter judgment to 
what they truly termed the pressing solici- 
t .Ciuna*’ of the chancellor ufthe exchequer, 
and their desire to arert probable 

distreib whkh a rehtiai might occasion, in 
the then situnBoh of jmblic affairs.” But 


though the foreign policy of ministers ag- 
gravated the difficulties of the bank, the 
more direct cause of them was the alarm 
of invasion. The formidable attempt of 
the French on Ireland last year, and their 
actual descent in Wales this, combined 
with rumours of their landing on various 
arts of the coast, caused general appre- 
ension, and a run was made on the pro- 
vincial banks. Some of them failed ; and 
the panic becoming general, extended it- 
self to London. Demands tor cash poured 
into the bank frion ail quarters ; and on 
Saturday, the 25th instant, she had on'y 
1.272,000/. of cash and bullion in her coffers 
(^MCttlheh's Historical Sketch of the 
Bank. p. 22}, with every prospect of a vio- 
lent run t.iking place on the following 
Monday. In tnis emergency an order in 
council was issued on Sunday the 2Cth, 
prohibiting the directors from paying their 
notes in cash until the sense of pailiament 
had been taken on the subject. Next day 
the occurrence was communicated to par- 
liament in a ruval message, and on the 
28th, after violent debates, a secret com- 
mittee was nominated by ballot to investi- 
gate the affairs of the company. On the 
report of the committee ap| earing (March 
2nd), whatever doubts might have been 
entertained with respect to the solvency of 
the bank, were removed by showing ih.it 
at the moment the order in council w.ui 
issued, the bank was possessed of property 
to the amount of 15,51.3,690/. after all 
claims upon her had been deducted. Pre- 
viously to this inquiry there do<>s not ap- 
pear to have been any misgivings among 
the Ciimmercial classes ; for on the wry 
first day of the restriction, a meeting of the 
principal bankers, merchant^, and trudos 
was held at the Mansion-house, when a 
re.solution was agreetl to, and very nume- 
rously signed, pledging, a^ had been dune 
in 1745, those present to accept, and to 
use every means in their power to cause 
bank-notes to la* accepted as cash in ail 
transactions. Ultimately a bill was brought 
into parliament, coiitiiiuing the restriciion 
on catih payments till six months after the 
signature of a definitive treaty of peace. 
The embarraHSinenta of the bank having 
lieen chiefly caused by the policy of g"- 
vernment, it had some claims uii it.-* pro- 
tection, and ita interxentiou in the existing 
emergency ap|)eari to have been an una- 
voidable exjiedient. So long as the alarm 
of invasion continued, it was clear that im 
bank paper, immediately convertible into 
gold, would remain in ciiculation. But 
after her coffers hail been drained by im- 
perial loans, she was wholly unatde to meet 
such a run. On the day of the restriction, »t 
has been seenp htr supply 
bullion was reduced to 1 , 272 , 000 /., while 
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her notes in drculation, ot 5/. and upwards I 
(the onir denominations then issued),! 
amounted to 10,266,361/. So that without 
ministerial prutectiou a stoppai^o of pay* 
ment was inevitable ; and this, in the 
then critical state of the country, would 
have been productive of indescribable cala- 
mities. 

Afur. 4. Twenty-shilling notes issued for 
the first time by the bank of England. 

On Thursday, sir Godfrey Webster 
obtained a sentence of divorce and separa- 
tion against his wife, formerly Miss Vas- 
sal, for adultery with lord Holluiid, in 
Italy and elsewhere. Sir Godfrey obtained 
6000/. damages against his lordship, who 
immediately after the divorce marrieil lady 
Webster, her ladyship h iving first had a 
child, which she acknowledged to be lord 
liulland’s. 

8. A public fast-day. 

10. Spanish dollars issued by the bank, 
at 4r. 9d. each. 

11. Ladies Buckinghamshire, I.uttrel. 
and Stuart convicted, in penalties of 50/. 
each, for playing at faro. Two discharged 
servants informed of them. 

16. Buonaparte passed ihe TagUamento 
in pursuit of the retreating .\M>trian8, now 
commanded by the arclnluUe Charles. 
.Vrriving at tlie Lisonzo, he encountered 
opposition ; but having effeetetl a passage, 
took Gradi'-ca ; next miule himselt master 
of (toritia ; and finally, of Tiieste. theem- 
peroi’s only port on the Arliiatic. Massena, 
Joubert, and Bernudotte were simulta- 


^pr. 3. According to a return to the 
house of commoiiH. the number of aliens in 
the metropolis is 7041. 

7. The Austrian general Bell egarde re- 
quested an armistice for ten days, which 
Buonaparte granted. He was within 120 
miles of Vienna, and had written to the di- 
rectory that “ he hoped in a few days, at 
the head of 20,000 grenadiers, to plant the 
republican standard in the capital of his 
imperial majesty.*’ 

9. John Gale Jones, the iiinerant dele- 
gate of the London Corresponding Society, 
louml guilty at Warwick, under the late 
act against seditious assemblies. It was 
the first conviction under the statute. 

10. Miss Fairen, in the “ School for 
Scandal,** took leave of the stage previous 
to her marriage with the earl of Derby. 

18. Pk.».ck with AusTitiii. — Prelimi- 
naries of peace between France and Austria 
were signed at licoben, in Styria. By this 
treaty Austria ceded the Netherlands to 
France, allowed a free navigation of the 
Rhine, and recognised the independence of 
the newly erected Italian republics. On the 
Same d.iy. general Uoche, coinmandi»»g the 
army ot the Samb e and Meuse. passed the 
Rhine at Nteuwied, and defeated the Aus- 
tiiaiiH under general Kray. Next day 
Moreau recaptured Kehl, and del'eateil the 
.Austri.uis, in a bloody engagement, near 
Strasburg, Intelligence of the peace of 
Leuben did nut arrive till the 21st, when 
hostilities on the Rhine ceasi-d. 

Mutinies in tup. N.wv. — In this and 


neously advancing ou other \xuots, through 
f'ariiithia, the Tyrtd. and Carniola. The 
greatefc* alarm prevailed at Vienna, which 
was the avowed focus of the French armies. 
All the French columns having joined at 
Cbigeiiftirth, on the Jlst, Buonaparte j 
wrote a letter to the archduke Charles, | 
making overtures of peace, fhe archduke, 
in rej)ly, stated that the einjieror had not 
furnished him with jxjwers to treat for 
peace. 

23. A common-hall in the city of Lon- 
don, to address the king to dismiss his 
ministers. A meeting had previously been | 
Iwld in Palace*) ard, Westminster, for a 
similar purpose. 

24. The king refused to receive the ad- 
dress of the city of Loudon on the throne, 
except in its corporate capacity, but he 
would receive it at the levee, in the usual ; 
way of receiving addresses. 

A riot at Derby, occasioned by Mr. Thel* 
wall delivering a political lecture in the 
Baptist-cbauel. A mob collected, wi»h 
drums and home, to drown his voice. The 
lecturer, with pistol in hand, threaleiicd to 
snoot whoever molested him ; and In con- 
sequence was sufFereil to depart without 
xkxix. U. i 


the two following months some alarming 
discontents manifested themselves in the 
navy, occasioned by the seventy of the 
discipline, in vifficicncy of the provisions, 
uiicrpi.tl di>triluitii>u oI prize-money, sm.^ll- 
ncss of pay, and the allowance of (ireen- 
wi-h pensioners . — {Annual RetfisUr^ xxxix., 
207.) Tliese disconteMt.s first broke out 
into open mutiny in the fleet at Spit head, 
on the loth, when, on the signal being 
given to prepare for sea, the men rau up 
the shrouds, and gave three cheers. Two 
delegates from each ship wu re apjHjinted, 
and an oath administered, binding each 
seaman to fidelity to the cause Ai length 
lord Hridpurt went on hoaul, and told 
them that he was tiie bearer of reclre»s for 
all their grievances, and the king's pardon. 
This produced suliordi latimi, which con- 
tioued for some lime, when a fresh inutiny 
oevuned, under an apprehension amon^;st 
the sailors that the promises made to them 
would not be observed. This suspicion 
being, however, removed by an explana- 
tion from lord Hood, they were againre- 
fluced to submission. On tlie 8iii ol May 
a Inll passed through both houses of par- 
tiamant in one Jay, for augmeuting the 
ipay of the seamen and marines. Ihi? 
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guarantee and concession, it was hoped, 
would have satisfied all reasonable demands 
of the discontented ; but unfortunately 
they were obtained by force, and the same 
means, it was supposed, remained open for 
other acquisitions. A fresh mutiny, in con* 
sequence, broke out at the Nore on the 
22nd, when delegates were elected to draw 
up and present a list of their grievances to 
the board of admiralty. In this instance 
government determined to employ force to 
reduce the mutineers to obedience, in which 
dk termination they were strengthened by 
the discountenance shown by the Ports- 
mouth and Plymouth fleets to these pro- 
ceedings. Preparations for hostilities wete 
commenced on both sides, when the dis 
atfccted began to disagree amongst them- 
selves, and after some bloodshed, all the 
sliips submitted, giving up Richard Parker, 
the ringleader, and his fel'ow-dclegates. 

May 3. Invasion of V'enick. — Buona- 
parte issued a manifesto against the Vene- 
tians, complaining of the enmity shown 
to the French during the war with the im- 
perialists. IninuMliately after their teni- 
lory was overrun by French troojw, who on 
the Ibth entered Venice, subverteil the 
government, and estaMished another on a 
more demociatic basis. About the same 
time Genua was revolutionized on a similar 
principle, Buonaparte iniorming the aristo- 
cracy that it was in vain to oppose the 
spirit of the age. 

MoRTAI.irY OF FoUNDI.lNO?. — - .‘\t a 
meeting of a committee of the Foundiii 
hospital, London, on the 3rd instant, Mr. 
Bernard stated, in answer to sir John Bia- 
qiiire, that there had been admitted into 
the institution, since the year 1770, IbS-t j 
children, of w hom 482 had died under the I 
age of twelve months; being rather more 
than one in four. But tiie inanagi meiit 


noblemen who generally reside in Kng* 
land : — Marquis Donegal, 48,000/. ; mar* 
qiiis Downshire, 24,000/.; marquis Hert- 
ford, 15,000/.; marquis Lausdowne 
13,500/.; duke of Devonshire, 11,000/.; 
earl Fitzwilliam, 9000/. ; earl of Barry- 
more, 7500/. ; viscount Montmorres, 50004; 
viscount Downe, 70004 

21. Died Pbtku Thri.lusson, a rich 
city merchant, remarkable for the eccentric 
will he made, and which gave rise to 
an act of parliament limiting executory 
devises {Cabinet Lawye?', lOih ed., p. 535), 
' .After bequeathing some inconsiderable le- 
gacies to his tlireo souk, the rest of his 
property, consisting of lands of the annual 
value of 4500/., and 600,0004 pcMsoii tl 
\ property, was vested in trustees, to accii- 
I inulate, subject to contingent appropria- 
tions, for the payment of the national debt. 

*24. At a meeting of the Livery of Lon- 
don fur Die election of sherifis, the earl ot‘ 
Lauilerdale, citizen and iieedle-niakcr, \ias 
brought foiward by the popular party us 
^ one of the candidates. The show of h.iinis 
I was against his lordship. It was an uii- 
usuaby numeious and lespectuble meeting 
and considered a trial of political stren-tii. 

A royal warrant granted to Bolton, of 
Soho, Birmingham, to coin penny and 
twojieiiny-pieces. 

I 30. Richard Parker, the mutineer, exe- 
cuted on board the Santlwicbt at Sheet in ss. 

I He behaved with firmne.ss and proprii ty, 

I expressing a wish that his death might hi 
deemed a sutlicient atoiieineiit, and tiie 
lives of others be saved. Paiker was a na- 
tive of Scotland, where ho had been a 
shopkeeper, but getting into debt, had, tao 
jeais before, volunteered into the navy. 

Jii/y. Lt)rd Malmesbury arrived nt 
Lisle as minister plenipotentiary, to treat 
with the French Republic for |H*.ice ; the 


had recently been improved ; in the last 
ten years the average murlalify had been 
reducerl to one in six ; and in (he last four 
years, to one in seven. 

14. The Irish house of lords made an 
alarming report of the preparations for a 
general insurrectioR. 

15. Mr. W. Poiisonby moved, in the 
Irish house of commons, for a reform in 
that house, which was negatived by 117 to 
30. Upon which Mr. Giuttan and the 
leaders of opposition seceded from parlia- 
ment. 

30, Kosevtsko, the Polish hero, arriveil 
in London, «>r his way to America. 

June 1. VaigUnd being left alone in the 
contest with France, b«tiinated to the di- 
rectory a desire to renew the negotiation 
for peace. 

luiaii Absewtkks. — T he following are 
the yearly rentals of the Irish estates j 
{Ann* Peff, for 1797, p. 31) kdonging to | 


hull. Henry Wellesley his secreiary. 

8. DiiAiH OK Ki»]i. NO Bi.uki:. — T his 
eminent tira'or, wiiter, and politician was 
the younger son of an a(turm*y, ami edu- 
cated at Dubhn-coliege, in which cny be 
was born, January L 1730. Nut succeed 
ifig in an application for the profesM'r- 
ship of logic at (tlasgow, he settled in 
London, where he sought suhsisfence aud 
disitnctiioi in the occupations of literatn 
Ills first acknowledged proiUicti' 
ironical ** Vindication of Natural Society, 
published in 1758. In the same year ap- 
peared the first volume of the “Annual 
Register/’ of which he was the projector 
and compiler, receiving for his services 
100/.,— the receipts being still extant 
(/ViV’j Ai/c 0 / Burke, p. 61). Hi« con- 
nexio)« with this work was long coniiine«> 
but in the latter voUiines Mr. Burke coii- 
finerl biinseli; to the historical part, au't 
afterwards only to a sujiorvisiou of that. « 
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1751 lie accompanied Gerald Hamilton, 
the secretary to the lord-lieutenant, to Ire- 
land, and by ids iiiHiience obtained a pen- 
sion of 300/. a year on the Irish establish- 
ment. This appears to have been Mr. 
Burke’s first introduction into puldic life. On 
l)is return, in 176.), he became private secre- 
tary to f he marquis of Rockingham, then first 
lord of the treasury. an<l throu^^h the same 
interest, M.P. for Wendover. lie was now 
a regular party. man, devoting his pen and 
his tongue to the support of his patron, 
from wohm he received a nominal loan, 
but real gifr, of 10,000/. This t nabled him 
to purchase his Beaconsfield villa, and for 
which he showed his gratitude, by compos- 
ing the well-known tribute, inscribed on 
the mausoleum of his ucd)le benefactor in 
Wentwoith-park. In 1770 a]>peaied his 
“ Thoughts on the Present Discontents a 
pamphlet abounding in constitutional sen- 
timents, but more valuable as a specimen 
of tlie petty objects to which public writers 
were then devoted, being chiefly directed 
against the influence of an inner cabi- 
net’- — that never existed— hostile not to 
the people, hut to aristocratical dondna- 
tion ; aud for which the suggested remedy 
was the placing political power in the 
hands of himself and friends. In the dis- 
putes with the American colonies, Mr. 
Jhirke recommended a medium course, that 
concession should he blended with coercion. 
He als(» expressed himself favourably to- 
wards the liberty of the press, the rights of 
juiics, aud religious toleration. His bill 
lor the economical leforin of the royal j 
liousehold raised him high in popular es- 
tiinatioM, and drew from ld.s intellectual 
store -i a rich display of antiquarianism, 
wit. liuuuuir, and financial detail. Hot his 
p iii.aineutary consequence declined nf.^r 
ti:e ruin nf his ])aity by the coalition with 
lord North, whicii he projected, and his 
Oligarchical scheme of Indian ndministr.'i- 
li n; errors which were not redeeiued by . 
tile want of judgment, temper, and erpiity I 
he evinced in the impeachment of Warren | 
Hastings. After the establishment of Mr. 
Pitt’s iniiiistr}’, in 17b3, the ‘‘ luxuriant 
e-xpatiations” of the orator were listened 
to with impatience in the house of com- 
mons. They were considered interruptions 
t<> puldic business, and were met, says 
J'fte Annual Rryisten vol, xl., p. 336, with 
‘‘coughing, beating the ground, and hoot- 
Naturally irritable, these aimoy- 
ftiices olten drove him into the mo'-t out- 
Ji^geous fits of passion, lie did n^t recover 
fils ascendancy till the French Kevolution, 
JJ^hen he again burst forth with gieater 
force and eflulgence than ever, b«ith as 
'vriter and ijieaker. There does not iip- 
I'Oiir to have been a direct apostacy in the 
pwt Mr, Burke took in thU great ensit. 


He had advocated constitutiomd liberty 
and the removal of proved abuses, but he 
was never the partisan of organic changes 
ill church or state. Pariiamenriiry reform 
he had uniformly opposed, and the scruples 
of l)is>enthe reluctantly indulged, George 
HI. was a great admirer of his celebrated 
‘‘ Reflections,” and recommended to all the 
Courtiers who came near him to read them. 
In 1795 he received a pension of 1200/. 
on the civil-list, and 2500/, on the dj per 
cent, fund ; and to which it is said a l eet- 
age would have been annexed, had not the 
boon become valueless by the death of his 
ion. These visitations of good and evil he 
seems not to have long survived. Mr. 
Burke’s mind was of Irish texture; more 
apt to become enamoured of outward seem- 
ings than realities ; more imaginative than 
logical ; more impulsive than considerate; 
more descriptive than discriminating. He 
had seen Marie Antoinette a visimi of 
grace and beauty, therefore Fi ance was well 
g (verned, and the peojile happy. He rose to 
affluence in England m the alternate cham- 
pionship of the rival factions ; found her the 
em{K)iiuin of wealth, of le'ters, and publi.: 
charities, thenfore her political adunuis- 
tr.tiun had becMi wise nird beneficent. It 
was a remarkable imstance of the juncture 
of extremes that two nations shuubl l>e c»m- 
temporaueously led away by two mmds 
not unlike in extravagance, force, origi- 
nality, and ebxpienco, but wholU opposite 
in their coiudiisions. Rousseau w.is the 
.npostie of abstraction ; Burke, of prescrip- 
tion. One sought the type of socuil excel- 
lence in the simplicity of villages, in 
fields, and woods; the other, in the refine- 
ment of 1 ities. ill halls, cathedrals, aud p i- 
lacos. Their convictions, as men of strong 
pa.ssions ;ire ajit to be, were mmilded by 
taste more than reason. .Aniiilst much 
abasement, they both retained u hut fio a 
Nature they had received. — 

*• Intense and glowing minds.” 

July 15. The exiled French clergy per- 
mitted to return to France on taking the 
oatlus to tlie constitution. 

20. Parliamentary session closed. 

24. .Vdmirul Nelson, acting on fallacious 
intelligence, m.ule an unsuccessful att tck 
nil Santa Cruz, in the island i f Tenetiflo. 
The lo.ss of lives in tliis rash attempt wav 
equal to that sustained in the battle oil 
Cape St. Vincent. Nelson himself had his 
arm slud off, and several valuable officers 
Wi re killed or wounded. 

28. The London Corresponding Society 
held a meeting in Pancras, petition tbo 
king ; but ibeirproi'eedings were iutermpted 
by tile magistrates, who read the Riot Act, 
and arrested Alexander Galloway, Binnsk 
Hoilgson, and other speakers. 
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Ahq^ 30* At Leeds, the Methodist con- 
ference resolved that any inember of their 
connexion should be ejected who propa- 
(^ated opinions inimical to the established 
religion and government. 

Srpi, 1. Buonaparte procures the libera- 
tion of Lafayette and fellow-suiferers, im- 
prisoned in the castle of Olmutz. 

4. Arubsts in Paris. — The executive 
government of France found itself hardly 
able to make head against the plots of 
anarchists und royalis's^ and recommended 
that on the aunual renewal of one-third of 
the legislature, the electors should take a 
new oath of hdelity to the co stitutiou. 
Among the new members who took their 
seats were some of the ancient noblesse, 
the Jacobin Btirrere, and general Pichegrti. 
who was sus{)ecte<i of a design to restore 
the Bv>urlH>ns. In the directory (.atourueiir 
went out by lot, and was replaced hy Bar- 
thelemi, a diploirfatist and a man of letters. 
More favour now began to be shown to the 
emigrants ami nonjuring priests, and the 
severe decrees against them were relaxed. 
Buonaparte, how'ever, adhered firmly to the 
dir«'c:ory ; and on the anniversary of July 
14th, he addressed his army, informing 
them that couiiti||-rcvolutiouary pr«>jeots 
were in agitation, and urged them to be 
true to that republican cause in which 
they had shed so much liluod. To this 
appeal the soldiers responded with alacrity 
Animated by the support of the military, a 
majority of the direct<jry determined at 
once to crush their political opponents. 
Karly in the morning of the 4th lust. the 
alarm-guns were fired by order of the di- 
rectory. Barthvlemi, refusing to concur, 
was put under arrest ; (’arnot effected his 
escape. CoinmisMoned by Barras, Keubel, 
and Lareveilliere, general Augereau sur- 
rounded the hall of the legislative coun- 
cils with a iTiilitaiy force, und, entering, 
found the opposition iiu-mi ers in consulta- 
tion upon ihtr course to be pursued. With 
his own hand he seized gmeral Pichegru. 
and ordered eigliteen others of the mem- 
bers to be arrested on a charge of treason. 
These were committed to the Temple, and 
the hall shut up. A committee of public 
safety was then nominated, whose resolu- 
tions were adopted by the council of 500. 
New decrees repealed the la vs in favour of 
the royalists ami emigrants, placed the 
public jouinals under the inspection of the 
police, and sentenced to deportation fifty- 
five members f the two councils. It is a 
signal pioof of a change of national feeling 
in these acts of violence, that noi cne ttr„p 
f\f hivod was iAed* The two varancies in 
the directory were filled by Merlin and 
FranjoU de Neufchateati. 

6. Between this day and July IPth 
sir J. B. W'arren captured seven French 


ships of wai and sixteen merchant ves- 
sels. 

9. Three men sufibcated by the carbonic 
acid gas in one of Meux’s vats, having de 
scended without the previous precaution o| 
letting down a lighted camlle. 

10. Died in childbed, Mrs. Godwin, a 
woman of uncommon talents, and consider- 
able knowledge; well known by her lite- 
rary works, un ler her original name of 
Wollstonecrafr, particularly by her “ Vindi- 
cation of the Riglits of W'omen.” 

18. Negotiations at Lis e abruptly ter- 
minated, und lord Malmesbury ordered to 
leave the place in 24 hours. The French 
had refioed to treat on the basis of r«k:i- 
procal restitution ; and duubtless assumed 
their present arrogance in consequence of 
their late conquests, and a secret knuw- 
It-dge of the rebellion organizing in Ire- 
land. 

27. The bank withdrew their dollars 
owing to the number of counterfeits in cii- 
culaiiou. 

Oct. 4. Karl of Morniiigton appoinUd 
governor-general of Bengal. 

A mutiny broke vait in the fleet at the 
Cape of (iood Hope, whiwh subsidtul lu 
consequence of a curnmunication made to 
them that the demands of the seamen at 
Spithead had been eoTiiplied with. 

1 1. Admiral Duncuii aitai ked ibe Dutch 
Beet of] C/AMeKitoovv N,comn.audid by admi- 
ral De Winter, and, after a severe engage- 
meiit, captund eight Dutch ships, includ- 
ing those of the admiral ami vice-admiral, 
and b ur liigates; only three Duich sliips ut 
the line escaped. For this biilliaiit vii tury 
Duiieau was raised to the peerage, with an 
hei edit ary pension. 

13. Sir B. iiammet fintd 1000/. for re- 
fusing til serve the uHlce of loi d-mayor. 

17. Definitive treaty of peace signed at 
Campo Formio, bet wet u Austria and 
France, agreeably to the preiimiiiaries set- 
tled . t IamiIicii, the emperor being compen- 
sated for the loss of Belgium by the ct s- 
siun of Venice. By a secret article, Austria 
coiiseutvd that the Rhine should be the 
boundary between France and Germany. 

Tiii'.urHii ANTiiKoiusi s. — .A new sect ap- 
pt^aied at Paris under this nuiiie, of whicli 
Lareveilliere, one of the directoiK, declared 
himself the patron* These religiunisis, riv 
jecting revelation, cuntiiud their wor>liip 
to one Supreme Being ; and gradually in- 
creasing iu number, they at length tonk 
possession, by permission of the munici- 
pality, of many of the churches, occupied 
also ut other hours of the day by the 
tholics. Ill lieu of the mystic ami sump’ 
tuims rites of the Roman church, their oi- 
fenugs to the Deity were the simpie pro- 
ducts of the fuifth,— a wheateu ear, or e 
bouquet of flowers I 
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Nw , 2 * Buitis if Parliament met. The 
p?tncipal topics of the royal speech were 
the failure of the negotiations for peace, 
the prosperous state of the revenue, naval 
succt'sses, and the necessity of increased 
exertions in the prosecution of the war. 
The adtlress was carried with more than 
the usual preponderancy of votes. Grey, 
Whilbrean, Sheridan, and Fox, wearied by 
fruitless opposition, had seceded from par- 
liament. Mr. Wilborforce said he did not 
participate in the ** poi|;nant grief expressed 
for the absence of Mr. Fox uninfluenced 
by motives of personal ambition, he felt 
it more imperative upon him, in the critical 
state of the country, to stand more firmly 
at his post.” — Beith. G^to II L, vi. 201. 

10 Died, of dropsy, in the 5dth year of 
hii* age, after a reign of eleven years, Fbe- 
deuick William II., king of Prussia. He 
was succeeded by his son Frederick Wil- 
liam III. Like his predecessor, the late 
king was influenced by ambition, and was 
little scrupulous about the means of its 
indulgence j traits of character mamfested 
liy the partition of Poland, the treaty of 
Pilnitr, and desertion of the coalition after 
rece viiig the English suhsiiiy as the price 
of his continued cu-oiieration. 

Dec. 1. Mr. Fox presented to the king, 
at the levee, a petition from 5000 free- 
holders of the county of Down, complaining 
of IriNh grievances. 

2. (void seven shilling* pieces ordered to 
be received as the current coin of the 
real in. 

12. Colonel Fitzgerald, who was allied 
to the earl of Kingston, and shared his 
h spitahty, having seduced, under aggra- 
vated c.rcumstances, the dauglvAcr of that 
noblcmHii, fell, in a scutBe, a victim to his 
lordship's natural and just resentment 

1 9. General thanksgiving fur cur naval 
victories. Tlie king and parliament went 
ill grand procession to St. Paurs, to deposit 
the colours taken. 

2 <>. Death of John IVii.kks, F.RS. — 
This once popular agitator e\| ired in his 
73rd year, at the house of his accomplished I 
diuighier ‘‘Polly,’’ in Grosv»'U or- square, 
aUWrinau of Farringdon Witlumt, aud 
chaiiiberlaiu of London. Mr. Wilkes had 
long considered himself a “ fire burnt out.^ 
VVhatever in.iy have been his motives, his 
exertions and intrepidity added legal secu- 
rity to the liberties of Englishmen. Ac- 
cording to one of his contemporaries ( Buh 
Bemmiscencet, 73-4), Wilkes was an 
‘elegant epicurean; in his politics an 
aristocrat, and would have much rather 
been a favoured Courtier at Versailles than 
the ixuist commanding orator an St. Ste- 
phen’s chapel.** lie possessed, however, 
•omethiiig more than the vapour of patriot- 
r he could resist corruption, attack and 


overcome tyranny, despise a gaol, and lace 
poverty, and banishment. His ready wit 
was proverbial, and he never missed the 
opportunity of being jocular at the expense 
of his colleagues. Sometimes he would 
disconcert the gravity of a city feast by his 
satire ; and when he told alderman Hurnell 
(formerly a bricklayer), who seemed to be 
unable to mauaf^e a kuiie in the simple 
operation of cutting a pudding, “that he 
had better take his trowel to it,*' he set the 
whole corporation in a roar. 

2b. Insurrection at Rome; the French 
ambassador, general Duphot, killed, in en- 
deavouring to prevent the pope’s soldiers 
from firing on the people. 

Useful rRBMiuM.— Count Rumfurd gave 
1000/. 3 per cent, annuities, the mL-rest 
of which is to be disposed of every other 
year, to the person wlio shall communicate 
any discovery on heat und light. The 
preference to be given to such discoveiy 
that tends most to promote the good of 
mankind ; and to be (ietermiiied by the coun- 
cil of the Royal Society. 

Plui.ic Accounts. — The total number 
of {lerKons pia) ing assessed taxes was 
791.802; of which number, 190,122 paid 
under C«. — Ann. Reg. tot 1797, p 159. 

Tiie gold and silver coinetl iii the reign 
of George II. was 1 l,9GG,j7()/. ; in the pre- 
sent reign, up to 1797, the amount was 
44,111,817/. About 40 millions of specie 
were supposed to be at present in circula- 
tion. — JOid. 57. 

The number of emigrant French clergy 
supported by government was 5000; of 
lay-persons, 2950. 

The Biitish naval force in cominission 
in January was, of ships of the line, 124 ; 
fifty guns, 18; frigates. 180; siiKips. 184: 
total, 506. There were buihiiog, 22 ships 
of the line, 3 fifties, and 9 irigates. 

Annual Obiiuaky. — Miss Addison, 79, 
the daughter of the author of the ** Spec* 
tatiir.’* Horace \Valpole. earl of Oi ford, 
80 author of ihe “ C astle of Otranto,** &c. 
William Mason, author of “ Elfrida,’* •* The 
English Cxarden," &c. Charles Macklin, 
comedian, 98, the father of the stage. 
James Petit Andrews, F.A.S , aiitlioi « f 
“C^ontiniiation of Henry's History of 
Great Britain.'* General Hoc he, 30, a 
successful French general, and one of the 
I many officers of the repuhlicau armies who 
owed hi« promotion to merit and the dis- 
i earn men t of C'arnot. >ViUiam Enfield, 
1 LL.D., 57, author of sevtral useful i le- 
1 mentary works. Jeffrey, lunl .\niherst, 
I 81, field-marshal in the ar.Tiy, In Vir- 
ginia, Thomas Palmer, esq., who, among 
other bequests, left the reversion ul 150/. to 
the autlmr of the Wst essay on the “ (.ruel 
and Absurd Practice of Wni." Robert 
Burtw, 37, ** The Ayrshire poet * and emi- 
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uently popular for the originality, humour, 
and pathos of his writings. 

a.d. 1798. Prospects of the Year.— The 
breaking dht and suppression of the Irish 
rebellion, took the lead in domestic events. 
Strenuous exertions were made by the 
minister to raise the supplies, now swtdled 
to au enormous amount, within the year, 
by tripling the assessed taxes, and a tax on 
income. In France the government con- 
tinued unsettled, being assailed on opposite 
sides by the machinations of the Royalists 
and Jacobins, both inveterately hostile ; 
but the Revolution bad ceased to be san- 
guinary. National enthusiasm had now 
taken the direction ot martial glory, which 
was sought to be indulged in the aggres- 
sive suljugation of Switzerland, and a 
romantic expedition to the East. It was on 
the military and the great body of the 
people the directory mainly relied fur sup- 
port : the former was conciliated by meri- 
torious rewards, by brigandage and con- 
quests ; the latter, by cunstantly exposing to 
sale the estates oi the church and nubility, 
which enabled the indll^triuus to become 
proprietors of lan<), and identified in inte- 
rest with their riders. Having no enemy 
on their hands alter the peace ol Cainpo 
Forinio, hut Britain, the old threat of in- 
vasion was revived. A number of troops 
was assembletl on the upjiusite coast, and 
transports collected in the harhourH of the 
Channel. All this by many was thought 
as it turned out to he, mere gasconade, yet 
the must active measures were juirsued to 
repel the threatened attack. Boides a 
large addition made to the militia, every 
county was directed to raise bodn s of irre- 
gular cavalry from the yeomanry ; and 
almost every town and considerable village 
had its corps of volunteers trained and 
armed. The island r.ever before wms in 
such a formidable stale uf internal defence. 
Party difi’ercnces were suspended as to the 
lessential point of resisting the enemy ; a 
warlike spirit was generally diffused through 
the nation, which was further excited by 
splendid naval victories. Commerce was 
highly prosperous, wliich with a harvest 
unusually abundant, entirely dispelled the 
gloom that hung over the country in the 
past year. 

Jan, ]. Silver tokens, 5«. each, issued 
by the hank of England. 

4. The debate on treVding the assessed 
faxes, which bad continued several days in 
the house of ^ ^'mmons, terminated, and the 
question carried by *202 against 129. Mr. 
Fox said, though he wished for a reform of 
parliament, he had no idea of oUaining it, 
nut by the organ and through the means of 
parliament— xl. 202.^ A new 
phrase seems to have been first used in this 
debate ; Mr. Pitt accusing the opposition 


of an intention to obstruct the supplies, till 
‘'they had obtained a radical reform of 
parliament to an indefinite extent.*’ 

7. General Menard entered Switzerland ; 
the French directory, intoxicated by success, 
determined to revolutionise the cantons on 
the plan of the French republic. 

13. Lord Cumelford deliberately shot 
dead lieut. Peterson, in the naval yard at 
Antigua, about a disputed point of rank ; 
and a court-martial deeming the conduct 
of the oBicer mutinous, his lordship was 
honourably acquitted. 

24. At the Crown and Anchor 2000 
persons met to celebrate the birth-day of 
Mr. Fox. The duke of Norfolk in the 
chair, supported by the duke of Bedfnd, 
earls Lauderdale 'and Oxford, Sheridan, 
Tierney, Erskine, capt. Morris, and Horne 
Tooke; the latter became reconciled to Mr. 
Fox by The expUnation Mr. Fox gave of 
his sentiments on parliamentary reionn. 
The chairman gave as a toast, Our su\e- 
reigii’a health, the majesty of tl.e people.’’ 
For this and other sentiments promulgated 
at the meeting, his grace was dismissed 
from the loid-lieutenancy uf the west riiling 
of Yorkshire, and removed from his n ^i- 
ineiit of militia. 

Feh. 6. The proprietors'of the bank of 
England subscribed 200,000/. tuwurds the 
defence of the country threatened with 
invasion. It was the commencement ot a 
voluntary subsciiption for the support of 
the war, by which a million and a half was 
raised. On the 9th« a meeting of hankers 
and merchants was held in the square uf 
the Royal Exchange, when 46,544/. was 
subscribed on the hustings, by 218 siib- 
scrihers urfly ; Mr. Bo'ianquet and idder- 
raaii Curtis were the chief sjwakers. 4 he 
king suh'icriled 20,000/. and the queen 
5000/, Mr. Boyd suhscribid 3000/., and 
the firm of Peel and Yates cotton-munu- 
fucturers of Lancashire, 10,000/. ; tlie 
court of common council of London snl>- 
scribed 10,000/, 

12, Died at^Petersburgh of npoph xv, 
in his 66lh year, Stanislaus Augustus l’ii< 
niatowski, late king of Poland. Having 
died u deposed monarch, no court mourn- 
ing took place for li’s death j though ihcie 
was one fur F^ouis XVI. of France, who was 
deposed Injfore he was beheaded. 

19. Rkbkli.ion in IiiEi.ANi). — Earl 
Moira moved unsuccessfully in the lrn»h 
house of lords an address to the lord lieu- 
tenant, beseeching him to udont conciliatory 
measures foi| allaying the uisconteiits m 
Ireland. II is lordship dwelt ujron the 
gi« g, picketing, half-hanging, and other 
acts of ti>rtun) that had been resortidto, 
III o»der to extort confession from persons 
against wlion no legal evidem^e exi^tvrh 
These erueltieS| and the knowledge that 
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their plans had been discovered by govern - 1 
ment, determined the malcontents no longer 
to delay an Hppeal to arms. A general 
insunection wan determined upon, in which 
the castle of Dublin, the camp near it, and 
the artillery barracks, were to be surprised 
in one night, and other places were to be 
seized at the same moment. The disclosure 
of the plot by one of the conspirators occa- 
sioned the seizure of fourteen of the dele- 
gates at- Dublin ; and the information of 
Armstrong, n miiitia officer, who had en- 
tered among them as a spy, produced otlier 
discoveries wiiich entirely defeated this 
design. Nothing therefore was left but 
open force, to which they shortly after 
resorted. 

23. The French under Berthier having 
deprived the pope of his temporal autho- 
rity, his holiness withdrew to Sienna. 

Mar, 1. At Mai gate were apprehended 
on suspicion of huldiug a treasonable cor- 
respondence witlr the enemy, Arthur O’Con- 
nnr, proprietor of a Dublin newspaper; 
Biuns, an active member of the Loiulou 
Corresponding Society ; O'Coigley, a pnest ; 
Leary and Alien: they were brought to 
London and committed to the Tower. 

12. The Irish directory arrested at the 
house of Oliver Bond, on the iafoimation 
of Keyuohls a spy. 

13. A hair-<lres‘er at Newport, Mon- 
mouth^hire, ate and drank to such excess, 
AS to iccasion hU death; <u a coroner's 
iiKjuest being hebl on the body, the jury 
broujjbt in a verdict of feto de le, and the 
Mnaiiis of the glutton were buried in the 
public road. 

25. Lord Somerville chosen president 
of the Board of Agriculture, in opposition 
to vir John Sinclair. 

The total aniount of the St, Jago, Spa- 
nish prize, w as 5 j.i,00U/. ; out of which 
admiral (h»ll and the other flag offic“r 
shared 52,000/. each ; the several captains 
2fi,()00/. ; and the subaltern officers in nro- 
poitiou: the law expenses amounted to 
28,000/., leaving 148,000/, in Dm agents* 
h.mds, to defray any other contingent 
demands. 

30. The celebrated Didol the French 

{ >rinter, with a German named Herman, 
lave announced a new invention in printing, 
which they term $ierfotype,~r’Ann. lieg. 22. 

Apr, 2. Land Tax Reukuptiok. — Mr. 
Fiit introduced his plan for supporting 
public credit, and augmenting tlie national 
tesoiirces. It consisted of a Scheme for 
making the land-tax, which had hitheito 
ueen annual, perpetual, and allowing the 
owner of the lancl to r^eem his lanii-tax. 
at a price regulated by the current price of 
Jne three per cents. The miniiterial pro- 
jeet became law, but it never lonlised th< 
*^-'pectation of its author. At this period 


the produce of the tax at 4j. was 
2,037,627/., and it was calculated, that by 
the sale of this amount, 66 millionn of the 
public debt might be cancelletL But not 
one half of the land-tax has yet been 
redeemed. 

4. Messrs. MellUh, Bosauqiiet, atid 
Pole, merchants of the city, were stopped 
by three highwaymen, on llounslow-heath : 
after robbing them, without resistance, of 
their money and watches, one of the robbers 
wantonly Bred into the chaise, and mortally 
wounded Mr. Mellisli. 

The duke of York appointed commander 
in-ebief of all the force.s. 

10. Bernadotte, the French ambassador 
at Vienna, in obedience to the orders of 
the directory, caused the tri-culuured flag 
to be displayed in triumph at his hotel, 
which so incensed the populace that they 
tore it down : upon this Bernadotte wrote 
a haughty note to the emperor demanding 
satisfaciion, which being refused, he ab- 
ruptly left the city, 

20. The executive committee of the 
London Corresponding Society arrested 
with their books and papers, in an old 
building, in Newcastle-street, Strand. 

Died, aged 31, of a decline, Mr. Jenkins 
the tall bank clerk : his outer coffin mea- 
sured eight feet in length, and he was* 
buried bv permission of the directois in the 
groiirul iiisu'.c the Bank, wdiich was for- 
merly the buri.il ground of St. Christo- 
pher’s church. Some surgeons had oflered 
upward<i of 200 guineas for his corpse. 

The bishop of Derry (earl of Bristol) ar- 
rested in Italy, on suspicion of being a spy. 

May 12. Sir Sidney Smith escaped fruin 
France, after an impiisoument of two years. 

19. ExrKDiTioN TO OsTKND. — Intelli- 
gence having been received that a number 
of tr.Tnsports fitting out at Flushing were 
intended to be sent ronnd by the canals to 
Ostend and Dunkirk, for the purpose of 
invading England, an expedition was de- 
spatched to destroy the sluices and basin 
of the Bruges canal at Ostend. The direc- 
tion of the interpiizc was entriu.ted to 
general Coote and captain Home Puphani. 
On the 19th the troops were disembarked, 
and in a few hours the sluices were blown 
up, and several vi'ssels in the canal de- 
stroyed. But on returning 1o the beach, 
the wind and surf were so high, that it 
was impossible to re-emhark. Meanwhile 
the country being alarmed, the enemy ad- 
vanced upon them with a superior force, 
and the British, after a spirited resistance, 
were compelled to capitulate. The number 
landed was about 1000, of whom more 
than 100 were killed or wounded ; among 
them general Coote, 

20. Expedition to Egvi’T. — A formid- 
able exireiliiion had long lanm preparing 

2R 
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at Toiilon, which had been the subject of 
various conjectures. It consisted of 13 
ships of the lincj and 200 transports, carry- 
ing 23,000 regular troops ; artists, linguists, 
and men of science of all kinds, to the 
number of 121, also accompanied the expe- 
iition. The commutid of tlie whole was 
given to Buonaparte, who besides acquiring 
the reputation of being the greatest general 
of the age, bore that of a man of varied 
talents and resources. It sailed on the 
20th, and on June 9th reached Malta, of 
which possession was taken ; thence it 
proceeded to its ultimate destination, and 
reached the coast of Kgypt July Ist. The 
object of the expedition now disclosed itself, 
which was the conquest of that celebrated 
countr}% coveted not only as a valuable 
acquisition, Imt .as affording a station 
whence the Knglish power in the Kast 
Indies, long mistakenly regarded b;^ the 
French as the great source of their rival’s 
wealth, might be advantageously assailed. 
Buonaparte landed bis troops, took Alex- 
andria hy storm, defeated the rebel leys, 
and made himself ma^^ter of Caiio. 

At a meeting of the whig cluh, Mr. Fox 
gave as a toast ^*the sovereignty of the 
people:” on the 25th, the king shuck out 
nis name from the list of privy councillors. 

21. A. O’Connor, Binns, Allen, Leary, 
and O’Coigley, tried at Maidstone for high 
treason ; the last only was found guilty ; 
but OX'onnor and Bmns M'ere detained on 
another treasonable charge, Mr. O’Coigley 
was executed ou Penneiiden heath, meet- 
ing death with great fortitude, and denying 
to the last the charge of treasonable cor- 
respondence abroad. 

^ Arrests in Dublin. — Ou the 2Kt, the 
two Shea res, both barristers of fortune, and 
some others, were arrested, and the city 
and county of Dublin declared to be in a 
state of insurrection. Ou Saturday even- 
ing, major Sirr,capt. Ryan, and Mr. justice 
Swan, proceeded to a house in Tnomas- 
street, to arrest lord Edward Fitzgerald. 
On being introduced to bis lordship iii bed, 
he 6red a pistol at Mr. Swan, which did not 
take effect ; he then seized a dagger and ran 
Mr. Swan through the body. Capt. Ryan 
then entered the room,whcn nis lordship ran 
at him and cut open his body, from whence 
hb bowels protruded. Major Sirr, a ho had 
been waiting outside with a sergeant’s guard, 
then ran up stairs, and finding his lordship 
struggling will Mr. Swan, who was nearly 
exhausted with loss of blood, the major 
fired| and wounded Fitzgerald in the 
shoulder. Bis lordship a ..i$ then conveyed 
to the castle, and ftotn thence to Newgate, 
where he died on the 5th of June, from 
anxiety of mind and the wound he had 
FereivM, Captain Ryan died on the 23rd 
of May. 


23. Lady Edward Fitsgerald, the cele 
brated Pamela, daughter of the duke of 
Orleans, ordered to quit the kingdom. 

24. The Irish rebels attacked the towns 
of Carlow and Naas, from which they viere 
repulsed with Inss. Next day they marched 
15,000 strong against Wexford, and upon 
defeating the garrison, which sallied forth 
to meet them, obtained possession of the 
town. Subsequently they became masters 
of Enniscorthy ; but being driven back 
with great slaughter, from New Ross, they 
wreaked their vengeance upon their cai>* 
lives at Wexford in the must barbarous 
manner ; inflicting death upon more than 
a hundred persons in every shape that 
cruelty could devise. 

27. Owing to some observations on the 
25tb, in parliament, Mr. Pitt and Mr. 
Tierney met on Sunday on Putney-heath 
to fight a dutd. After discharging two 
cases of pistols, Pitt fired into the air, and 
the affair ended. 

June -1. Sir Edwerd ('roslie and others 
hanged for treason in Dublin. 

12. General Nugent attacked the rebels, 
5000 strong, commanded by Munro, near 
Ballynahincht and routed them with gn at 
slaughter. This victory quelled the iusui- 
rection in the north. 

19. Several militia regiments having 
volunteered to serve in Ireland, a bill was 
introducetl to empower the king to acet pt 
the offers of such regimeiit.s. It was op- 
posed by Nicholls, Banks, Tierney, and 
Lawrence Palk, as a violation of tlie con- 
stitutional principle on which the militia 
was estubliNhcd ; but it l>e€ume a law. 

20. Charles m.irquis Cornwallis, whosi* 
political and military character was emi- 
nent, arrived in Dublin to siqiersede lord 
Camden in the viceroy ship. 

21. General Lake attacked the main 
body of the rebels in their encampment 
on Vinegar-hill ; and after a vigiirous re- 
sistance, so completely routed them, that 
nothing but pillagers subsequently re- 
mained in arms. Wexford and other 
places, which the insurgents were in pos 
session of, were delivereci up, and the insur- 
rection in the south completely put down. 

29. Pailiameut prorogued, the king 
enngratuiaiing the houses on the national 
zeal against the entninun enemy. 

Juiy 17, Johnson, the tHiokseller, found 
guilty, before lord Kenyon, of a bind, in 
selling Gilbert Wakefield’s answ'er to a 
courtly pamphlet of the bishop of Llandaff. 
in which the prelate, in his horror of .Freiiclj 
principles, had evinced an unexpected, aiul 
as many thought inconsistent, zeal. i» 
favour of the war and the minister. J^^f' 
dan, Cuthell, Williams, nnd ^'kiwer, 
also perseeutedt on account of Wakefield s 
pamphlet, as was the autlittr hiinHclf. 



QKORGR HI. A.D. 1798, 


611 


19. A. O Connor, M^Neviri, Enmett, | impcllfd the French to siirrt'iider at dis- 
and other state prisoners, were pardoned, ' retioii. ^V hen the return of prisoners was 
on condition of giving all the inf>rmation made, it excited surprise that such a hand- 
they posHi'Ksed relative to the conspiracy, 'll! of invaders should have had the feme- 
An amnesty was soon after pubiisned by ity to penetrate into the he.irt of the kiiig- 
the new lord lieutenant, who discouraged om ; the whole number, Sar.izin and 
the violent proceedings of the Orangemen, Humbert included, amounting only tu 844. 
and adopted a system of moderation. Some The French completed the subjugation 
examples however were deemed necessary. f Switzerland, by defeatin«jr, after an ob- 
lioth the Sheures were executed, the revo- itinate resistance, the inhabitants of Uii- 


Uitionary address (Ann. Heg. xl. 43) found 
on the person and in the hand-writing of 
one of the brothers, precluding mercy ; 
alsi> O’Byrne ainl M‘Can. Mr. Olivet 
Ilond, a commeicial man of great wealth 
and high character, was ])ardoiied. 

Aug, 1 . Ha’i ti.e of thk N i i,k. — A strong 
British squadron, under admiral Nidson, 
had long been in anxious pursuit of the 
Tooloti fleet. At length it w.»s descried at 
anchor across the bay of Ahoukir, near the 
mouth of the Nile, commanded by admiral 
Brneys, i»t the L’Oiient of 12(1 guns. Each 
fleet consisted of 13 sar) of the line. Nel- 
son deckled on an immediate attack, and 
regardless of the position of the French, 
protected by shoals and batteries, he ran 
into close engagement, in which opeiati«m 
an Knglish 74 grounded. Tlte first day’s 
conflict terminated in the bl«*wiivg up of 
the L'Orient, the admiral and his crew, 
to the mimher of 1000, perishing in the 
e.xplosion ; and the secoml day’s engagement 
in a victory, the most splendid in our naval 
nnnals. Nine sail of the line were cap- 
tured. while two mi»re and two frigates 
were deotroved. Brneys in the action 
r nu'.mitted the great error of not getting 
hi'> flcit uuder weigh, by which the British 
were enabled with superior force to be.^t 
each ship in succession, wlnlc riding at 
anchor. The loss of the Engbsh was IHIO 
sailors killed ; that of the French lai 
gr(‘ater. 

J. Died in his 53nl year, on the Liver 
I'ool stage, while performing the part o 
the Stranger in the play of that iiaiiie 
John Falmer, a popular comedian. Mi 
Palmer had recently suflered d'nv.estic be 
reaveinents, which an* stqqKised to huv« 
^dvi ii d painful application to some passage: 
in the perforitiance, that produced a tatal 
excitement. 

18.^ The Le >ndcr, 74, rapiared by th 
(tei.^reux, 74, after a contest of si 
hours and a half. 

The French to the uuinhii of 700 
tiiidor (t'eiieral Humbert, landed at Killal 
tn Ireland. 

.. '1, The Datlg Advti^i$er^ one 01 

he oldest London rbunml printi »old to thi 
pmprietors of the Orac/f, with which it wai 

tneorporated, 

8- General Lake alia, ki-d the imilerl 

frnch and rebel force at BatUnamnek. am! 


tTwalden, near th« lake of Lucerne, all 
he cantons accepted the constitutions im- 
ioserl upon them by their Gallic invaders. 
Geneva was united to the French republic, 
ml Irecame the capital of a new depart- 
mt‘ut. 

1 1 . The Porte, incensed by the invasion 
jf Egypt, declared war against France, 
and tuimcd an aliimce wiili its old fee th^ 
■otirt of St. Petersburg. The new sove- 
cMgn of Russ'u, in whosi character passion 
nedoiuinatud over prin. iple, wa.s violent 
n bis declaration against tbe French revo- 
ution, and bad signified his intention of 
narching an army^ into France fur the res- 
ration of the Bourbons. 

Oct. 4. The luetropulis illuminated to 
celebrate tbe victory ot the Nile. 

1*2. (afiuke of Wm.FF. Tone. — Sir 
John B. Warren captured tbe Hoche and 
SIX frigates, ilestined for the support of tbe 
insurgent cause in Ireland. .\\>oard the 
Hoche was the celebrated Tbeubabl Wolfe 
Tone, a man of courage and ability, and 
the fuumler of the society of United Insh- 
ineu. This ardent spirit was artaigneil 
before a court'iuartial, to which he made a 
bold and clexer addrtS'^. lie anticipated 
the. vengeance of the law by ternunating 
his own existence iu prison, at the moment 
the court of king’s bench had, on the mo- 
tion of ^Ir. Uurrtan, interfered by habeas 
corpus, to prevent his execution. Mr. Tone 
Wrfs the last vicTiiii tu the Irish rehehiun. 
an enterpi ire more alarming than danuer- 
ous, and not less weakly conducteil than 
ra.shly begun. It is computed that in its 
short and sanguinary ciu>Tse, 30,000 I ves 
were sacrificed. Although the catholic 
peasantry were of necessi*. y the instruments 
of the insiirrection, yet the le.iders gene- 
rally belonged to other religious comuiuni- 
iie.v. The higher description ol catholics, 
whether ecclesiastical or civil, maintained 
their loyalty, and went i\mi so far as to 
publish a paper signed by the twenty-two 
titular l)ishop.s and aicMnshops, with the 
loids Fiugal, Southwell, Gotmaustown, and 
K*'iimure, sir Kdward Belle w,^ &c. dis- 
stK.dtng their countryineii from joining in 
the relwllion. 

20. A violent insurrection ag.iinst the 
Fn-ncli nt Ciiiro, which was no! siii pressed 
without much I'UimUlii'il. Numevous aettuni 
followed ngaiutt the Mameluke* and 

2 R 2 
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Ambii, in which the French were siiccess- 
fuL ami they established their authority 
thritu^h the greater part of Bgypt. Uuona- 
]iarte affected great respect for the Maho- 
metan worship; and at the close of the 
year prepared to invade Syria, where Ii»ra- 
ham Bey had taken refuge, under the pro- 
tectiitn of Djezzar Ogh>u, the pacha of 
Acre. 

•Nov, 15. The island of Minorca sur- 
rendered to 41 British force under general 
C. Stuart^ and soon after Uozza, near Malta, 
to a detachment of admiral Nedson’s 
squadron. 

The French prisoners in Kngland were 
estimated at 27,000, the English in France 
at 6000. 

20. Pauuamknt opened by the king, 
who descanted u^:on the victory of the 
Nile, the suppiession of the Irish rebellion, 
the warlike decision of the Porte, and the 
magnanimity of the emperor of Russia. 

23. The icing of Naples alarmed by the 
near approximation of the French repub- 
licans, entered the Romish territory at the 
head of 80,000 men, accompanied by Mack 
the Austrian gen^^-ral. Their triumph how- 
ever was short. Clumpionet, collecting the 
scattered corps of the French, marched 
against the Neapolitans, and though 
greatly infeiior in number, soon reduced 
them to the necessity of acting on the 
defensive. 

2d. Napper Tandy and itis confederate s, 
charged with treasonable practices, were 
arrested in Hamburg, by commami of the 
British minister: tlie minister of France 
claimed them as Freucii citizens, ami the 
senate, unwilling to offend either power, 
c.ime to no decision on the subject. 

27. A day of thanksgiving. 

Dee, 3. Coni, the strongest fortress in 
Italy, surrendered to the Austriaii«. 

4. Income Tax. — The triple as^essment 
of lust session, which Mr. Pitt termed his 
‘‘ new and solid system of finance,’’ having 
been found oppressive and unproductive, 
he came forward with a fresh expedient 
for raising the chief supplies within the 
year. This v as the celebrated tax on in- 
come. In substance his resolutions were, 
that the augmentation of the assessed 
taxes should be repealed, and in its place 
a duty of ten per cent upon income l)e 
substituted, to coxammcc with incomes 
above 60/. a year, but in a reduced ratio 
from that su n to 200/. ; the return of 
income by Individuals to be according to 
(heir own statement, hut l ahle to be 
checked by surveyors,, ii there were reason 
to suspect deficiency, lie calculabd tire 
national income at 102 millions, which 
would produce a tax of 10 millions. Ob- 
jections were made to the equity of the 
pffiidple of taxing the produce of induefry j 


and capital in an equal ratio. But the 
resolutions were well received ; they passed 
three readings before the holidays, and a 
bill founded upon them became law in the 
ensuing year. 

9. The French directory deposed from 
his Italian dominions the king of Sardinia. 

15. An army of 60,000 Russians arrived 
at Brunn in Moravia, under Buvarof, and 
were joyfully received by the Austvi^p court. 

1 8. Provisiona* treaty concluiled between 
the emperor of Russia and £iigla(^/^he 
chief object of which was to induce Pru'^ia 
to join in the new confederacy against 
France. Failing in this, Paul stipulated, 
on condition of a monthly subsidy from 
England, to have ready for the field 4.>,000 
men, to be “employed wherever the utility 
of the common cause should require.” 
Prussia firmly, but in guarded terms, de- 
clined to accede to this coalition. 

19. On the second reading of the bill 
for the continued suspension of the Il.ibeas 
Corpus Act, remarks were made by Mr. 
Courtenay and sir Francis Burdett, un the 
severe treatment of the state prinoners, 
especially in Cold Bath Fields. The nuni- 
her now imprisoned was seventy, among 
them colonel Despard ; but the reports i>i 
their cruel treatment was contradicted hy 
the ministerialists. 

24. In the night the thermometer was 
14 degrees below the freezing point. 

Amkhica.— T he disregaid of national 
rights by the French government lu-aily 
involved them in adisjmte with the Unitid 
States ot America, Agreeably with the 
interpretation of international law by tlK* 
directory, neutral vessels were declarcfl 
subject to capture and condemnation, it 
any portion of their cargoes consisted ot' 
Biitii^h manufactures ; arid if the ubj cls 
of any state at }>eace or in alliance with 
France were rouiiil on board a Biiii^h 
vessel, they were pronounced pirates. Ame- 
rica having vainly remonstrated against 
these unjust decrees, commissions for rc- 
prisaU at sea were issued by the states, 
the military were augmented, and the 
supreme command of the forces confided 
to general Washington. 

^;T, Domingo. — The negro chieftain, 
Toussuint rOuvertfire, was left in posses- 
sion of Sr. Domingo during tliis year ; the 
English troops having I'Vacuated the island 
in May, and the French before the close ot 
autumn. 

NjBTJiERi.ANns. — The oppressions of the 
ilirectoiy in Belgium, especially their mili- 
tary conscripfiotis, excited a formidable in- 
surrection during the autumn, which was 
not quelled without bloodslierj. 

DlSCOVKUtKS AND iNVEWtlONS. — Df. 

Hersched duttvered four additional satel- 
litef to the planet bearing his name. 
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The manufactory of Bolton and Watts ' campaign ended with the loss of 
lil^hted with gas. witii ttie exception of Genoa, by the 

Life-boat invented by Greathead. Vrench, who however still retained for their 

An improvement made in gun-making, 'rontier, in de6atice of their antagonists, 
by the barrel being bored otit of a solid he iron barrier of the Alps, and the entire 
piece of steel. eft side of the Rhine. They were relieved 

Gypsum found in Americ«i to be a valu> at the end of the year by tiie sudden de- 
able inaiiurev fection of Russia from the coalition. Mean- 


A patent gi anted for hanging a window> 
sash and shatters, without the appearance 
of ftnd pulleys. 

A l^ateiit was granted to a tailor of 
Finsbury, for making gentlemen’s breeches, 
so as to do away with all the inconveniences 
hitherto complained of. 

Aumy and N.vvy. — The British army 
consisted of 41 regiments of cavalry ; 110 
infantry; 30 feneible cavalry ; d‘2 fencible 
iut'antry; 110 of old and new militia; 
besides invalids and volunteer-corps of 
100,000 men more. The mimher of field- 
marshals, 6 ; generals, 289 ; colimels, 325 ; 
lientenant-colonels. 618; majors, 50.') ; total 
1863. The Briti'-h navy in commission 
consisted of 140 ships of the line ; 22 of 50 
guns; 165 frigates; 317 sloop’.; withpirt 
of which, the Tvxel was blockaded by 
Duncan ; Hrvst by Bridport ; and Cadiz by 
St. Vincent. The number of arlminils was 
102 ; post^aptains, 520 ; coimnandcrs, 359 ; 
lieutenants, 2008 ; total 29S1). 

Annual Ohituaky. — dohn William: 
LL.1)., an tuninent dtssenting divine. At 
his seat at Downing, Flintshire, Thoma> 
Vennunt, 72, an agreeable wri'cr, a florist 
tourist, and zoologi.st. William Jennings, 
the greatest stockholder in England. At 
Baitimoro, Robert Merry, an accuinplisht c! 
hut Afl'ected povt, well known in Eng' am: 
by his signatiue of Dtlfa Crutra, Johi 
Zephaniah llulwell, 87, an intelhgen 
wr.ter on East India afi'a'rs, and one o: 
the sufferers in the Black Hole at Calcutta 
111 1756, George Vancu:.ver, the circum- 
navigator, and a captain in the British 
navy. At Chantilly, near Baris, Tnoma: 
Mmr, 33 ; he was one o» the victims of thi 
state trials in Scotland, in 1793, and whe 
after being brought off from Sydney in ar 
American vessel, had undergone surprizing 
advcntiireg. 

A.D. 1 799. Pkospkcts of tiir YKAW.-Thi: 
year is memorable by the effort of a third 
confederacy of Europe against the powe 
of Franco. English subsidies brought ir.t_ 
the field the hordes of RuHsia ; and Austiia, 
encouraged by such powerful co-operation, 
ahmptly terminated the protracted nego 
tiatiuiis at Kadstadt, and resiimetl ho.sti.itiei 
against the n*ptiblic. The scene of warfare 
extended over the whole surface of Italy 
along the banks of the Rhine, among tni 
wtarshes and canals of Holland, and amidat 
Ar ttwd mountains of Switierlaod. 

After gigantic, efforts on both sides, th< 


bile a great change was cfiectedin France ; 
:he dirt'ctorial governmeiit, which had be- 
come weak and unpopular, was overthrown, 
and the consular establishment substituted. 
By this revolution, the ascendancy of the 
military over the civil power was confirmed, 
and long kept paramount in France. The 
Dffeiisive part taken by England in the 
"bird coalition, consisted of an unsuccess- 
ad effort t») revolutionise Holland, and in 
aiding with her naval fiirce the royalists 
ill Italy, in the restoration of the {loiie and 
the queen of Naples. The death of Tippou 
Saib, and the dismemberment of his king-* 
dom, formed another feature in foreign 
‘ransactioiiH. 

JoM. 1. Athenjeum at Liverpool opened. 

2. ^ir Sidney Smith arrived at Constan- 
tinople on a mission from this country, 
and was f.ivo ‘rahly received, 

6. A soldier robbtul the Mint of 2000 
guineas, but vvas taken at D iver. 

8. The lease of Dm Salteio's coffee- 
house at Chelsea was sold, with all the 
curiosities. It was Hr.st opened in 1695 by 
one Salter, a barber, and became a noted 
place of resort, and dej»ositi>ry of rarities, 
the gifts of naval office; s, and the super- 
fluities ofi-ir Hans Sloaiie's museum. It is 
mentioned in the “T.itler,” No. 34, where 
the don is ridiculed for his credid.ty in 
appropriating his hats and pincushions to 
fpieeii Kdzaheth’s chambermaid.s. 

10. The French ministers, who had been 
currying on ne»:otiations during the whole 
of la^t year, relative to German boundaries 
at Kadstadt, -informed the emperor of their 
determination to leave the place, if the 
Russian tro- ps were |)ermitted to enter his 
dominions. 

12. The corporation of Cork passetl 
resolutioiiN fiivorable to a legislative union 
between Britain niul Ireland. 

14. Five English gentlemen who had 
been sent to investigate the title of Vizier 
Ally, were assassinated by his orders at 
Benares. 

22. A royal message delivered to both 
houses of pariiaineiit, recommending a 
i*BOisi.ATiYfi UNION bftwecn England and 
Ireland, in order ihe better to defeat the 
common enemy of both countries. On the 
31st, Mr. Pitt brought forward a series of 
resolutioas, which were almost unanimously 
adopted, and with a joint address from both 
houses, were presented to the king as the 
basis of the contemplated incorpoioUon of 
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the two kii^doms. fFor the terms of the 
union, #<*e July 2ml, 1800, when this great 
measure was completed.] The 1 rish house 
of lords was in favour of the union. The 
eomitfons divided, 109 to 105 against it. 
The English house of commons on the 
same question divided, 140 fiij|» 15 against 
it. Mr. Fqx opposed the union from the 
beginning (Am, Rfg, xlv. I ) ; he appre- 
hended that fmin the manner in which the 
Irish feprt'seinatives were returned, they 
Would be constantly Jbiuid ranks of 

whoever was minister, and give him a*nre- 
ponderating influence over evei;y pania- 
mentary oi position. 

* 24, Naples surrendered to the French 
after a spiriter^ resistance, chiefly from the 
Laizaroni, wilo were averse to a change in 
established institutions. 

31. The fortress , af Kherenbritsteiii, 
which had been blockaded since 1797, sur> 
rendered to the French ; by which they be- 
came ipasters of both sides of the Rhine, 
from Dusseld<>rf to Schuifliauscn. 

Feb, 2. A young woman, returning from 
Impington to Cauihridge, was overtaken 
by a snow-storm, and from fatigue fell 
down, when she was coVfeied with the snow, 
in which she continued eight days without 
food. Bein;; discovered hy a fanner, her 
life was saved, though she lost lier feet by 
mortification. 

20. Kf-Arisch surrendered to Buona- 
parte : after, Guzn opened her ga*es, 

and Jaffa .wa.s carried by storm. F.ilestine 
wa.s thus oveniin, and tne victor continued 
his triumphant inarch t»)wards Acre. 

21. Rev, Xiilbert Wakefieltl tried for his 

S amphiet in answer Hi the bi^liop of Llau- 
aff (ante p. 00 1) and 4 :»»iu!emued to pay a 
flue of 100/., and to suffer two years’ im- 
prisonment. At tirst this eiuinent scholar 
was conffiied in tl.e King*s-bench prison, 
but wzis soon removed to ihe common gaol 
of Dorchester. 

27. A general fast-day. 

Mar, 1. The difect«>ry having declared 
war against the emperor, Jourdan, at the 
head of 40,000 men, ctosmmI the Rhine at 
Kehl and Kasle. 

5. Tue East India Company gave up the 
point of recruiting fur its own service. Re- 
cruits ill futurb were to be engai;ed for ten 
yeaAi, leaving it to their option tc enlist for 
a further term of five years, the ^»mpany sti- 
pulating to defray the expense of their pas- 
sage homo* 

Archduke Ciiaitt'S crossed the Leek. 

6. The snow lay so thick on the grutitid 
that the passage of the Manchester and 
Carliilo coaches was itnpedvd, and the mails 
forwarded on horMoback* 

S, Massona took by assault the fortress 
of Lucienaleig^ Hut ooi of a i^k in tl>e 
cbimiiel of tbp Khlne, and the only passage \ 


through the Rhwtian Alps betweeu the 
VoraUierg and the Orisons. 

13. Nearly two-\hirds of Pera, a suburb 
t>f Constantinople, destroyed by fire. 

16.* By the accidental sinking of the 
pavement a well was di>covei'ed near the 
friiiit gate of the Royal-exchange, which 
had not been used for 600 years. The water 
being of excellent quality, the ward of 
Curnhill purposed erecting a pump over it. 

18. SiEQE OK Acre. — Buonaparte reach- 
ed Acre on the ISth, and on tha 20th 
opened his trenches. Sir Sidney Smith, 
in the Tigre of 84 gnus, was in the road. 
He had captured the French flotilla laden 
with their besieging ttain. However, the 
French pu^hed their works within half- 
musket shot of the town-ditch, and, having 
made a breach, attempted to carry the 
place by assault, but w'eie repulsed. Ati 
alteriiatii)!! of attacks and sorties' followed 
for the space of sixty flays, in which Buona- 
parte pitilessly sacrificed his bravest sol- 
fiiers, and was at last cuir.pelled to rai.se 
the siege. 

25. Hattie of Stockacb,betvs eeu the arch- 
duke Charles and Jourdan. Ten thou^a^d 
men were left dead or d\ii)g on the tie d, 
ami the French compelled to retreat to- 
wards the Rlniie. 

Apr.b. Battle of Magnnu: the .\u.striaiis, 
under Kray, lieing joined by the vanguard 
of the Rus>iaiiH, torced the French, undci 
Scherer, to retreat across the Mincifi. This 
was Sclierer’s thutl defeat, and his re- 
treat reiiflered unavailing tlie siiccei;.s of 
Leewurbe in the Tyrol, who withdrew 
into the Kugadine. At the opening of thv^ 
c«impaign, the whide of Italy was m pos- 
session of the French ; am I the levolutioa- 
nry spirit having strongly seizeil, the more 
enterprising of tha Italians, a natue auxil - 
ary force might have been raised- whicli 
uoulfi have eoal>led them todef\ thlkinbttH 
of the comhiiUMl fortvs ; but the proceertings 
of the French Directory hail long been 
marked by arrogance and imbeedity, and 
their generals, especially Scheier, the ialo 
minister of war, were unequal to the emer- 
gency. * 

14. General Siivarof assumed the com- 
maiul of the Auslro-R»«s.daa armies in 
Italy. In a short time the French were ex- 
|H-Ile«l from the pr.ncipal towns in the 
north, which compelled Macdonald to 
evacuate the kingdom of Naples, and cross 
the .'VpjHJnnines, 

15. Orders tssudl on the parade, 

JamtVs-park. for diabaoding the 5th, or 
Royal Irtsli regiment Of dragoons, for 
subf>r<bnattf>ii ; the officers to cuiiUnuo on 
full- pay till December, and then be place 
on half-pay. . ... • 

Sackville T*^arl of Thanet), Deii 

O’Brien, It Fermion, T. yhomp»oib 
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T. G. BrowDi wore tried for a riot and at- 
tempt at rescue at Jj^laidstone, at the con> 
elusion of the trials of O’Connor and others 
for high treason. I^rd Thanet ivpd Fergu- 
son were found guilty, fined, and sentenced 
to one year’s iniprisenment. 

16. A powerful iirmy of Turks having 
asseinhlefl, from Damascus and about 
Mount Tabor, to raise the siege of Acre, 
they were suddenly attni ked by Buonapaiic, 
and great numbers driven into the Jordan. 
What surprised the litfiilels was to 

be at once beaten through a line of nine 
leagues; so little were they sequainied with 
the rapid combinations of European tactics. 

28. The French pleni^iotentiaries at 
Radstadt, Bonnier and Ruberjot, were way- 
laid and assassinated near Radstadt, by a 
troop of Szeckler’s hussars, or pei sons re- 
sembling them. Jean Dcbry was also left 
for dead, hut recovered. The iierpetrators 
of this base crime were never discovered ; 
the inf tmy is shared l.eiween the Fieiich 
emigrants and .\iistrMns. 

The Austrians under Melas entered Mi- 
lan. At Uoitero the French under Ser- 
rurier, to the number of 3000, >urrendered. 

Mutf 3. Heiijamin Flower, the printer of 
the “ Cambridge InteUigencer,” was brought 
to the bar of the lords fur refiectiug, iu a 
paragraph, on the bishop of Llmdifl's 
speech, on the subject of a union with Ire- 
land ; and lord Grenville, moved that he be 
fined 100/., and committed to Newgate for 
six 'months, faird I iolland objected to this 
summary proceeding ; but it was justified 
by lord Kenyon, and the motion was car-. 

1 ied. 

20. Buonaparte compelled to raise the 
siege of Acre. He cheered his followers 
— for tbis reverse met with his accustomed 
bombast — informing them that “ new dan- 
gers and glory awaited them.” 

27. The Russians entered Turin. 

30. Janies Perr)’. the editor; John Vint, 
the printer ; and (leorgc Koss, t'ne pub- 
luher of the ‘ ('ourier” newspaper, fined, 
and sentenced to iral^irisoumeiurfur a jiara- 
graph, stating the emjieior of Russia to 
be a tyratfi among his own subjects, and 
ridiculous to the restjif Kurope/’ 

June 5. Archduke (Charles compelled 
Ma^sena to evacuate Zurich. 

In. Buonaparte reached Cairo from Acre, 
having traver>cd the Great Dessert, 70 
leagues wide, which aepuratea Asia from 
Africa. ^ 

)8. Suvamf defeated Macdonald on the 
Trebia, with immeme kiM, 

20. Cardinal Ruffo, at the head of the 
royalists and some Russian auxiliaries, en- 
tered Naples, Soon after, a cubfeilerate 
force of Ibnglish, Russians, lialtans, Portu- 
j^iese, and Titrki entered the port under 
thec.uivoy ofjord Nelson, and insetted the 
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castle of St. Elmo. Capua and Gaeta were 
afterwards taken by the assistance of the 
English. A severe vengeance was shortly 
after inflicted, in contravention of a solemn 
treaty, on the. Neapolitan patriots, with 
the culpable connivance of Nelson, acting 
under tKlb infiueiice of the profligate wife 
of the English ambassador, sir William 
Hamilton. 

21 . George III. iiis{^cit^‘d volunteer 
corps of the metropolis, .to the number of 
12,200, at their respeetive stations.* 

18. CflANUES IN'TUK ])inECTOUY.-The uti- 
ntial Muicwal of one-thiril of thejegislature 
did not improve the position of the direc-* 
tory, who had become unpopular Irpm the 
e.vpedieut's to which theia financial difficul- 
ties had compelled them ft resort, aud the 
reverses of the republican armies. On the 
removal of Rewbid on the 18th, by the lot of 
secession, ihe other directors, with tne ex- 
ception oT Barras, relinquished the direc* 
t«»rial purple. Four new rulers were there- 
fore cho^eu^ among whom were the silent 
and speculative abb4 Sieyes, then ambas- 
sador at Berlin. The^e changes did not 
restore public confidence, and a general 
insurrection against the existing authorities 
prevailed in the western departments. 

Ju/i/ 7. The Kennet and Avon canal 
opened. 

2'). Battle of Aboukir, in which the 
Turks lost 18,000 men^ and the French 
1000. By this signal victory, Buonap;trte 
retrieved French affairs in i^ypt, which 
h.nd sufleied during his absence in Syria. 

2^. Mantua, with a garrison of lO.OOO 
men, dishonouraldy.aurrendeVd to the Aus- 
trians. ' 

^uff. 1. The king reviewed the Kcr.tish 
volunteers, to the iiumlwr of 5000, al lord 
Romney'.s seat. Seven thousand persons 
dined in marquees erected on the lawn. 

16. BArn.E ok Novi — ^The combimd 
armies, under Swvai\»f and Mehis, defeated 
the French under Joiibert and Moreau. It 
w. s the most Moody encounter of the cam- 
paign. Three times Suvarof charge*! the 
centre of the enemy iu pe^^on, at the head 
of his hardy vi tvrans, and three times he was 
repulsed by the valour of the Froueh. The 
gallant Joubert. leading ou the Fionch 
mfaulry to the charge, was struck by a 
bull winch jiutcmI his heart. The loss on 
hitthbidesi^ in killed and woundiMl, was es- 
•lim.ited at 20,000 men. The fortune of 
the day was decided by Melas turning the 
right wing of the French. 

* 20. The valuable Dutch settlement of 
Surinam surrendered to the English, under 
lonl H. Seymour. 

24. Bl’onapahtk lkavks Egypt. — Party 
dtHSPiisiotit in Franco, her diUiger from ex 
Icrual foes, and the opening these difficul- 
tiet aflRirded to the ambition of this ex- 
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traordinary leader, seems fo have stiddenly 
determined him to quit Egypt. II is cam- 
paign in the East had been signalised b^ 
splendid triumph^, and only one reverse. 
It greatly increased his European fame, by 
showing him no less a Mahomet than a 
Zinghis Khan. He had availed himself of 
the usages of warfare, as well as of the su- 
perstitions of Islamism. The military exe- 
cution of his Turkish prisoners at Jaffa, 
though sanctioned by the strict rules of 
modern war on flagrant breaches of parole, 
was one of those sanguinary acts that could 
only have been perpetrated in a barbarous 
region. Buonaparte gave no intimation of 
his depiirture, further than the folUtwing 
brief announcement to the array, dated 
August 23rd:-— In consequence of news 
from Europe, I have determined immedi- 
ately to return to France. I leave the com- 
mand of the army to general Kh her. It 
shall hear from me speedily : thit it aH lean 
toy at present." Next day he sailed from 
the road of Aboukir, taking with him Her- 
thier, Lannes, Murat. Marmont, Andreossi 
and RcsstereM; with the philosophers Her 
Ihollet, Mong4, and Arnaud. On Septem 
bt'f 30th he reached Corsica, and Octohei 
7th, landed at Frejus. The same good for 
tune, in escaping the enemies’ cruisers, at 
tended him in leaving and returning U 
France. 

26. Expedition to IIot.i.ano. — While 
the armies of France were fully occupied in 
Italy and Oermaiiy, a favourable oppor- 
tunity seemed to offer for wresting Holland 
from her dominion. An expedition, under 
sir Ralph Abercrombie, having set ^ail 
from England on tlie 13ih. came to anchor 
ill about a f rt night, off the H elder, where 
the troops disembarked. On the .30th, ad- 
miral Mitchel summoned the Dutch fleet 


I re-emhark without molestation, 8000 sea* 
men, Dutch or French, prisoners in Eng 
land, were to be liberatetf. 

29. Died, at Valence in France, whither 
he had been conveyed by order of the di- 
rectory, pope Pius VI., aged 82. 

Sept. 1 1 . Tortona surrendered to Suvarof. 
Italy had been reconquered in less time 
than it had been lost by the disasters of the 
Austrians in 1796. In obedience to his 
capricious master, Suvarof now directed his 
march towards Switzerland, where a second 
army of Russians, under Korsakoff, had 
‘oined the archduke Charles at Schafi- 
lausen. This formed the right wing of an 
extended military line, having for its centre 
the force under Suvarof, ami lor its left, in 
Italy, the Austrians under Kray and Melas. 

24. Bai'ti.k ov Zurich. — The a])proach 
of Suvarof with reinforcements determined 
Ma>sena immediately to attack the enemy 
liefore him. At the first onset, the brave 
Austrian commander Ho^ze was killed. 
Zurich was entered, swortl-in-hand. by the 
French, and Korsakoff, with the loss of his 
baggage and artillery, retreated by Bntach. 
Suvarof, enraged at 1h*8 repulse, wrote to 
Korsakoff, — *' You shall answer with your 
head if you make another retrograde step 
1 am coming to repair your erri»rs." 

Paiu.!aubnt was assembled, to enable 
the king to avail himself of the volun- 
tary services of the militia. A bill for this 
purpose was forthwith introduced, allowing, 
instead of one-fourth, as permitted by the 
act of last session, three-fifths of the militia 
nf'each county to enlist in regular regi- 
ments, with a bounty of ten guineas to 
each man ujton so enlisting. The oilier 
parliamentary business of 'he year related 
chiefly to commercial and financial nut- 
ters. 


to surrender, and to hoist the Orange flag, 
which was complied with unresistingly. 
The number of ships captured were eight 
of the line, besides s.Tialler rates, and four 
Indiamen. An aflair with general Br* ne, 
who commanded the French and Dutch 
troops, to the amount ol' 2'), 000, Septnm 
her lOlh, terminated in favour of the Eng- 1 
lish. Oiithe 13th, the duke of York assum* d ! 
the chief command of the army, which 
amounted to near! j 33,000 effective men, in- 
cluding 17,1^00 Russians. On the '2nd of 
October, general Brune was driven from his 
position, and fo ced to take up a new one 
near Beverwyek. An attempt made to 
fore# thif position fatl«*d : this, and the 
severe ^eat of the Kutsiaoi by Vandamme, 
led to a aiifpension ofarmv. The British 
commanders, finding no sntiport from the 
i^.habttanta, tesolved to relinquish ti e en- 
ter prwe* In conform!^ with this resohi- 
tmii, they evacuated llolland by capitula- 
tbii i and, aa the price of being suffered to 


‘27. Commodore Trowbrirlgo having 
hli>ckaded the po<t of (.'ivita Vecchia, the 
city of Rome surrendcretl to the arms of 
Britain; a destiny of this fanious capital 
of the world never reveaUd by the augurs 
ofthe Julian or Augustan ages I 'Fhe French 
garrison, aw.ire of the fate of the patri* Is 
of Noplt*s, refused to capitulate till the 
safety of those of Rome was guarantee*! ^ 
to which Trowbridge generously accedd, 
unwilling to be the instrument of the ven- 
geance of the queen of Naples. 

Or/. 4. Suvarof penetrated to Schwif?:, 
and carried by assault the post of Brnnnen, 
with the bridge over Mulen, after a rb iil e- 
rate resistance from Lecourl>e. This 
the last of his triumphs ; he was unable b' 
join Korsakoff. Had be piwherl through 
the valley of the Giaris, he woul<l h‘ive 
fallen into the snare which Massena ln'<« 
laid for him. J^dign.»nt at this cIicck, le 
sullenly rctiitd into the GrUons, 
tmrsued by the French, who cut off a 
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|mrt of hi8 heavy artillery and baggage. 
On the 7th» Korsakoff again advanced, but 
t))e indefatigable Massena— now the Ajax 
of Franco — passing rapidly from the right 
to the left of the French line, gave him 
another repulse. It was incessant fighting, 
and the slaughter dread Ail. Constance, 
three times won and lust, remained at List 
with the republicans. In the space of fif- 
teen days 30,00(1 men on both sides are 
said {be/sh. HUi,, xi. 151) to have fallen 
victims to the sword. ♦ • 

9. The La Lutine^ which had sailed 
from Yarmouth with 600,000 dollars on 
board, shipped by English merchants for 
the relief of commercial houses in Ham- 
burg, foundered at sea : every soul on 
board perished, except Schsbracq, a notary- 
public, who was picked up. 

28. Sir George Dunbar, bart., major of 
the 14th Light Dragoons, shot himself with 
a pistol at his house in Norwich. The 
catastrophe arose out of a quarrel, at mess, 
with his brother officers, whicli preyetl on 
the baronet’s mind. 

Nov, 7. The directory gave a gratid en- 
tertainment, in the church of St. Stdpice, 
to Buonaparte and Morgan, who a few 
days before hud met, for the first time in 
their live-*, at the house of Gohier, presi- 
dent of the directory. Seven hundred and 
fifty guests were pre^ent; but no women 
or spectators were admitted. The pre«iident 
gave for a toast, Ptact and Buonapartej 
the Union of all Frenchmen.*’ 

9, Dissor.UTioN of tiik Diufctouy. — 
The reception of Buonaparte at Par.s. and 
on liis journey from Frejus, had bvcn most 
enthusmstic. He was considered the good ( 
genitis of France, who would extricate her' 
from all her difficulties. The directory had 
bmnno unpopular from its arrog-mce, ty- 
ranny, and rapacity ; and, exclusive of the 
royalists, the country was divided into the 
(wo prevalent parties of the moderate and 
violent republicanH. All parties paid court 
to Buonaparte, and conhded to him their 
designs ; but his aim was to attach the 
military, in which he succeuled. After 
some time passed in political iutiigues, the 
moderates, at the iiea<l of whom was 
Sieyes, agreed upon a scheme for the sub- 
version of the existing government. An 
ul.'xrm of a conspiracy was spread ; the 
council of elders, a majority of whom were 
favourable to the design, was suddenly as- 
sembled, and a decree passed to remove the 
h’gislativo sittings to St. Cloud, and to in- 
voNt Buonaparte with the command of 
J^ery species of armed force in the capital. 
Ihe result of these mea<'U*'CH was the re- 
signation, voluntary or forced, of the three 
directors, Gohier, Moulins, and ILirras, 
Who were opposed to the movement, Ducos 
xud Sieyes beiog favourable. On U»« 9th, 


the legislature met at St. Cloud ; the coun- 
cil of elders in the Great Gallery, and that 
of 500, of whom Imcien Buonaparte was 
president, in ihe Orangery, Buonaparte 
entered the council of elders, and, in an 
animated address, described the dangers that 
menaced the republic, and conjured them 
to associate their wisdom with the force 
which surrounded him. A member using 
the word Constitution,” Buonaparte ex- 
claimed, The Constitu ii>n ! It has been 
trodden under foot, aiul used as a cloak fur 
all maimer of tyranny.” — Ann, Reg.^ xli. 
20. Meanwhile a violent debate was going 
on ill the Orangery, several members in- 
sisting upon knowing why the place of sit- 
ting had been cltanged. The president 
endeavoured to allay this storm ; but the 
removal had created great heat, and the 
cry was, ‘*Down with the dictator! No 
dictator!* At that moment Buonaparte 
himself entered, bareheaded, followed by 
four grenadiers: on which several members 
exclaimed, “Who is that? No sabres 
here I No armed men while others 
descending into the hall, collared him, call- 
ing him Outlaw,” and pushed him to 
wards the door. One member aimed a 
blow at him with a dagger, which was par- 
ried by a grenadier. Disconcerted at this 
MUgh treatment {HazlU' » Life of Napo 
leon^ ii. 297), general Lefebvre came to his 
.lid : and Buonaparte retiring, mounted his 
horse, and addressed the troops ontsble. 
His brother Lucien also made a forcible ap. 
peal to the military, and the result was. 
that a picket of grenadiers entered the hall, 
and, the drums beating the pat tie charge^ 
cleared it at the point of the bayonet. In 
the evening the council of ciders, and that 
of the 500 again assembled ; but the lalt» r 
was a more ciunpUant assemblage than h..d 
met a few hours befoie. Lucien Buona- 
parte congratulated the meml>eis present 
on the ileliver.ince th< y had obtained from 
the yoke of demagogues and assassins. 
His speech was iuterrupted only by ap- 
plause''. The way being now sufficiently 
prepared, Boulay de la Meurthe, in an 
able speech, urged the necessity of a rad:- 
cal change in the nmstitutioii, and an in- 
termediary project, already adopted by (l:o 
council of elders, was introducetl. By this 
it was declared that tlie directory liad 
ceased to exisi; that sixty-one deputies 
were disqualihetl, by their violence, for the 
UHtional representation ; that a provisiiuial 
consular eommitsion should be appointed, 
composed of cit’uens Sieyes, Ducos, and 
Buonaparte; and that the two councils 
should name committees, of 25 members 
each, to prepare a new constitution. T hus 
terminated the famous revolution ol the 
I8th Bramaire, and which, like that of 
Tliv^'roidofi in 1796, was wholly effected r.i 
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the short spaeo of twenty-four hours 
(fieUh, xL 223), Both were accom- 
plished after the Cromwellian fashion, the 
intervention of the soldiery, and the forci- 
ble. exclusion of refractor-y representatives, 
beinjf the ldhdin)i^ featui^. 

IS. In the interval between the abolition 
of otjjte constitution and the creation of ano- 
\hm% he consuls yrere vested with a dicta- 
torship, ill virtue of which. 59 of the most 
inseteiute Jacobins were seftteiiced to ba- 
nishment ; but this decree was never cur- 
ried into effect. Several rigid republicans, 
who had I een exiled, were recalled. Among 
4htuu, Carnot and Fastoret Lucien Buona- 
imrte was made minister of the inlerior; 
^lleir.ind, of f reign affairs; Carrot, of 
war; and Foueh4, of police. Thu Tyran- 
nical laws against emigrants aiia priests 
Were softened or rejiealed. On the other 
hand, only twehe news; a pers were allowed 
to be published Before this purgation, 
there hud bet n 6fty journals in Paris, morn- 
ing and evening. — Ann. f?4?^.,xlii. 50. They 
were, for the most part, badly printed, in 
lespect of tipe and paper. The juice was 
two sous; of which the hawker was allow- 
ed one-third for profit. 

^Theearlof Scarhonmgh, with his 
sinter, passing through a side of Fitzroy- 
SMptare which was badly lighted, the coach- 
man mistook his way, and drove over, into 
an area 10 or 12 fe« deep. His lordship 
and si 4er escaped with slight contusions; 
the coachman bad his ribs brokcui, and the 
footman died in conser|ueiice of his in- 
juries. 

Died, in his 90th year, Kieii Long, em- 
peror of China, over w Inch he ||u<( migned 
feixty-fuur years ; and had the honour of re- 
ceiving, huccvshively, poetical addresses 
from V^ultaire : the author of the “ Jhirsuits 
of Liteiature and Ptter Pindar. 

Drc. 6. A meeting at the Loiidon-tavem 
to alleviate the ilistres^es of tlu* poor. The 
ex.^mj»lg of 179.) was recommended ; and 
Mr. Forster stated, that in the month eiul- 
'ittg ApAl 27th, 40,000 fier^ons had lieen 
riHUeVecii* hy 759,018 meals from the soup- 
shops, at an ei^eose of 3 176/. A subscrip- 
tion was opuiOT. 

13. CoNsui.AR Constitution. — ^The le- 

f pslative committees having finished their 
atiourt io little more than a nniDth, the new 
cmistitutiup was presented to the French 
nation. ^The gov«*riimeat generally ac- 
knowled|jlil ^ > be the most desirable, was 
one adapted to pracnc.li uses, uut to any 
ODOeived theory. By the new code, 
coostitudon was to consist of an exe- 
cutive pmjtoit'd of three consulsf one bt ar- 
tiig the title of eh ltd', and in fact possessing 
til the aathorily : of a conservative seiia>e 
composed of ei|^hty memberSf appointed fur 
life ; jho'^t sixty fo be nominated by the 


consuls, and the number to be completed 
by adding two, annually, for ten years: 
and a legislative body of 300 members ; 
with a tribunate of 100. The power ot 
proposing new laws was vested in the exe- 
cutive, and the senate were to fill jip va- 
cancies in their own body. The integri- 
ty of the representative nrinciple was ob- 
viously compromised in tne consular sys- 
tem ; but it was aqiyepted by a vast majority 
of the citizens. Ine votes in favour of the 
i^oiistitution were 3,012.659 ; against it. 
1562. Buonaparte was nominated the first 
consul, for ten years ; Cambaccres and 
Lebyun, second and third consuls, for five 
years. Sieyes, who had taken an active 
part in the revolution, and in framing the 
new constitution, was rewarded by the 
grant of an estate, in the vicinity of Paris, 
of the annual value of 15.000 francs. 

14. DkATH ok GkNBUAI. WasIflNCiTOS'. 
— ^Thia great man, and chief founder of 
.American independence, expired, in bis 
68th year, leaving a name likely to coiu i- 
liate the general suffV^« s ot posterity. 
Characters of greater brilliancy theie may 
have been, but none {Htsscssing more solid 
Wurth and iiseftduess. Judgment and giaiH 
sense were the predominant traits of his in- 
teliect, to the exclusion of fancy or vivacity, 
til which he made no pteten«ioti, Eijtialiy 
ina. cessible to the llatteries of life, or tlui 
siiggi'stions of despbndeiicy, he held on his 
firm and patriotic courye with imdeviating 
consistency, Washington left a widow, Imt 
no issue ; and honoum of every kind wiue 
paid to his memory by his giuteful coun 
tiymen. 

25.^ Buoiiapurfe was no sooner matle 
first consul than he made adirect overture 
to the king of Knglar.d for peace. Ir wai 
written wiih manly .simplicity, and an ap* 
pearance of sincerity, but did not meet with 
a corresjMiudi ig return. Jt was handed to 
lord Grenville, who, in a iiflicial re- 
ply, adverted t«> the origin of the war; uiul 
without assuming tu prescribe a fiirm of 
giivernment to France, expressed an opi- 
nion, i timuting that the ** rt'storation o( 
the ancient line of piiticetf, under whom 
France had enjoyed so many centuries <>/ 
prosperity^ would affonl the best gnarantt c 
tor the maintenance of peace between the 
two countries. The last condition, involv- 
ing in its uttainBient the destruction ot the 
existing goveruteent in France, of course 
put ail end to all further communications. 

30. French consuls ilecree that the re- 

mains of Pius VI. should receive sepnlchial 
rites, which for six months had been denied 
them. . 1 a 

31. Tlie French prisoners m hngb‘»d 
amounted to 2.'),646, and the consuls signi- 
fied thrir iifientiuns of diKontinu ng tne 
i*tual remittance for their subsi!»tencc. A t 
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French gtivernment had hitherto main- covery. Thomas Payne, 82, who for forty 
tained the French {)risoner^i in England, years kept a bookseller's shop at the Mown- 
atid England had maintained the English gate, and which obtained the mune of 
prisoners in France ; but the constils reck- The Litcnry Coffee-house,” from the 
oned on a saving by discontinuing *this luimbe; of literati , frequenting it. SpaU 
system I us the number of prisoners was lauzuni, a celebnated Italian naturalist, 
fewer, and the price ol provisions les!>, in Galvani, the discoverer of galvanism. Wil- 
Franco than in England. . * lU n Melmoth, 89, author of Letter# of 

PitiCEs Ol' CottN.--Ti.e average price Pliny the Younger,” &c. At the Calfen- 
per bushel of wheat tins month was S«. bd , ; t-rs’ Arms, in the parish' of Wick, James 
barley, 4s. bd. ; oats, Ss. bd. White, an unfortunate lite/ary geulUiinaai, 

Dkatu ok TrpKoo Saiu. — Among the author of the “ Adventures of Richard 
events of this year was the death of Tippho f cBiir de Lion,*’ &c. James Burnet, called 
Sultan, and the extinction of the Mys >re laird Monboddo, 85, an eccentric meta- 
kingdom. This chief ill brooked the cur- physical writer. William Seward, F.I^.S,, 
tailment of his dominions, and had opeik'd 52, biographical and anecdote writer. Joseph 
negotiations with the French republic. Towers, LL.D., dissenting minister, and a^ 
Upon the 5th of May, his capital (Seniig.i- authclr of emiiii nce. William Curtis, 53, 
patam) being stormed, Tippoo, after con- author Flora Londim-us s.” At Athens, 
testing every inch of ground to the interior John Tweddell, 32, an accomplished 
of his palace, was found, Avhen the conflict scholar and traveller. Richard earl Howe, 
ceased, amidst a heap of slain. His tw'o a successful English admiral. John Bacon, 
sons had previously surrendered, upon an 59, the celebrated sculptor. At Bowood- 
assuranceof safety. His territuies were di- park, John Ingenhouz, M.IX, an ingeuii>u8 
vided by the conquerors ; the English tak- natural philosopher. At Abbeville, Mac- 
ing the southern poitiuii and Seringapatam, montel, 79, author of Belisarius,” and his 
by which tht ir empire reached from sea to own ** Memnirs.” Borda, 8-1, an eminent 
sea. Tlie Nizam and the M ihrattas had French muthematiciau. 
the remaiiKler; but the latter refused their a.d. 1800. Prospects ok tuk YE\li.-Thfe 
portion, and it fell to the other partners ic first consul adopted prudent incasures to 
the dismemberment. secure himself in power. He conciliated 

liusfi Kkbki.lion, — The amount of the royalists, treated the clerj^y with re- 
claims for damage Hustained by the loyal- sped, and offered peace to England ami 
ists from the rebels, ^iti the summer of 1798, Austria, Ills amicable overtures ind being 
wcie, for the county oCWexfoid. 311,3 11/. ; favourably received, be sought [)cacc by a 
Wicklow, 129,978/. ; Alayo. 99,739/. : Kd- vigorous prosecution of the war; aanl this, 
dure, 932,2334 The total < f cl.iims fur all >o far as Germany was concerned, was at- 
the counties was 792,5084 — vf///#. ained by the victories of Marengo and 

xli. 32. * lloheulinde|i. The tickle Paul of Russia 

SoiKNCB AND Akts. — »ew iiistrum« nt not cnly wididrew fruim the confederacy 
was invented by Lowry to engrave paral- against France, but revived, in hositlity to 
lei lines. Engl iiid, the armed neutrality of the 

Tho Fcenrhiotrodiiced their new, but not nurihcrn states. Malta, Goree, and Cn- 
very ipelligible, system of weights and ra^uo surrendered to the British arms : but 
measures, founded on the kilogramme and the attacks oil Ferrol and Cadiz failed^ 
the metre, or tun millionth part of the dis- The union with Ireland was completed, 
tiuce from thu pole to tiio equator. The scarcity of this year was greater than 

'1 he metaphysics and poetry of Germany the preceding, and occasioned tumults in 
began to be noticed in England: the London and other places. Parliament pass- 
former from KleinPs writings, ami the latter ed several measures to increase the supply 
from the plays of Schiller and Kutiebue. and diipinish the consumption of bie<id. 

Hr. Jenner, who had begun his invt-sti- But prosecutions being instituted, at the 
gations on the cow-pox so early as 1776, suit of the^ crown, agaiUNt r»‘grators, en- 
^ueveeded this year iu getti ig it into ex- ^rossers, and forcsmllew. the popular pre- 
tensive practice. - judice against an useftd class of iniddlc- 

liythe Philosophical 'n-ansactions"' was men was inflamed, and the most effective 
published an account of a •ub- nariue fo- mode of enforcing national economy, in the 
red, examined by Mr. Correa, ou the coast use of bread-coin, counteiacted. 
of Lincolnshire, near the village of Ilut- Jan. 1. There prevailed hot disputes in 
toff, , France and England about the coiiimciico^ 

Annuai, Obituary. — At llalV, John meat of the new century ; some ascribing 
Heinhuld Forster, Lj^.!)., author of several it to Jan. 1, 1800, .tiuI others, to Jan.-jl, 
Works on natural history, and t ha gentle* 1801 j but the astronomer Lalande, who 
man who, with his sou, accompanied cap- took part in the dispute, shovved clearly 
fain Cook in his second voyage of dis- that the } ear 1800 was part of the loili 
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century. The same ridiculous question was 
agitated in 1700. 

9. The Bank agreed to advance 
3>000,000/. to government without interest, 
for six years, but liable to be called in, it* 
the 3 per cent, consols rose to SO, con- 
dition of a renewal of their charter to Aug. 
1, 1833. 

10. First soup-establishment for the poor 
in Spital fields. 

15. The question of the Union being 
brought forward in the Irish house uf com- 
mons, it was strenii'Uisly opposed by Gral- 
tJin, Curran, and W. C. Plunkett. It was 
stijrported by Corry, the chancellor of the 
exchequer, and lord Castlereagh, secretary ; 
and an approving address w'hs carried by 
133 against 90. 

17. Chelmsford church fell in. It was 
erected, by the contributions of the towiis- 
ineii, in 1-4'J-l. 

20. Correspondence with Talleyrand 
closed by a letter i‘ri»m lord GienvtUe of 
this date. 

22. PAKM.4H£Nr reassembled, and, in a 
message from the king, notice was taken of 
the late correspondence with France, A 
vehement debate ensued ; but such was 
the dislike aud sus; iciou Of the French go- 
vernment, that an approving address was 
voted in the lords, by 79 to (3; and in the 
commons, by 260 to 64. 

24. A convention signed lielwecn general 
Kleber and the grand vizier, fur the evacu- 
ation of Egypt by the French troops. The 
negotiations had been carried on in concert 
with sir Sidney Smith, aboard the Tijre, 

A storm blew down the remains of king 
John’s castle at Old Ford, near How. It was 
bndt in 120.3, and was theplav’e where that 
prince usually slept after signing Magna 
Chart a. 

Feb, 6. Rkpentance of Ouikans. 
~Tlie doke of Orleans (Louis Philippe, the 
present French king) having artivvd in 
Loudon from Clifton, waited on Monsieur 
(afterwards Louis XV'llf.), iinrl on being 
introduced into his closet, addressed him by 
saying, “ That he had come to ask forgive- 
nes<» for all his fau’ts, which he boi>ed would 
be forgotten. They were the t fleet of error, 
and were chiefly to l>e attributed to the 
evil councils uf an intriguing woman (nin- 
dame de Geniis;, who had been entrusted 
with the care of his education. lie was 
ready to shed the last droji of hit blooil in 
the reparatioi^ cf liil errors, and in deience 
of the rights of his lawful sovereign.” — jinn, 
xlii. 3. Monsieur ^hen embraced the 
driL*, aorl aaid he had no doubt of the 
siiiCirtly of the professions he had jmt heard. 

19. Resolutions in favour of pence were 
moved by Mr. Waithmau, and carried at 
a cotnmon-hall of the city of London ; 
2000 Iversons were present. 


26. Scarcity of Burad.— An act cams 
into force, prohibiting the sale of bread 
which had not been baked twenty-four 
hours. It was thought that the consump- 
tioii of stale bread would be much less than 
new, and was intended to mitigate the pre- 
vailing scarcity ; the price of bread having 
become higher Ibaii had ever before been 
known, owing to two successive bad har- 
vests. Resolutions were also entered into 
by members of both houses of parliament, 
to lessen as much as possible the consump- 
tion of bread and flour in their families ; 
aud their example was generally followed 
by the superior ranks. Mr. Arthur Young 
estimated the average deficiency of the late 
hatvt St at rather above one-third. 

Aftir. 1 1. The Royal Ins itution, for the 
promotion uf the tine and useful arts, held 
its firhi siitings. 

At a conclave held at Venice, cardinal 
Chiaramonte. a native of Ctseiia, was 
electetl pope, when he took the name of 
Pius VTI. 

17. Loid Keith’s flag-ship the Qt/eoi 
Charioite oi 1 10 guns, caught fire just be- 
fore day break, wliile uniler easy s-dl. be- 
tween (forgona aud Leghorn, and burnt to 
the water’s edge, and then Mew np. by 
which ui wards of 700 lives were lost, tin* 
bouts not being able to eo. tain one-fourth 
of the crew. Lord Keith was at Leg burn 
when the accident happened. 

20, British government refused to ratify 
tl.e convention for the evacuation of Ku\vpt 
by the French: upon which Kleber vigo- 
rously assailed the Turks, aud defeated 
them. 

21. Ionian republic, consisting of Zante, 
Corfu, and other V enetian islands, formed, 
tinder the protection of the Porte. 

27. Legidative union agteed to in both 
houses of the Irish parliament. chiiHy 
through the management td' lord Castle- 
reagh. 

Tile crew of the Ihmat frigate mutinied, 
and carried her into Brest hartiour. 

30. At the close of the assizes at (dielms- 
ford, the judge having put the black cap 
on, to scuiteiice a man for forj^ery, Mr. Gar- 
row iM)intr-d out a variance in the speliing 
of the Christian name in the forged m)te 
and in the indictment ; in the former it 
Insing abbreviated Bartw., and in the lat- 
ter, llartlioliimcw. Baron lluthimi held 
the objection to he fatal to the indutmeat, 
and the culprit «hca|)ed death. 

Apr. 5. Lord Keith blockaded Genoa, 
which was besieged on the land side Ijy 
the Atietriaoe umier Mclas, and resolutely 
defended by Massena. 

25. Moreau crossed tbe Rltinc. 

May 3. Ib*featcd, with great loss, ge- 
neral fCray at Btockacb. , . 

5. Buonaparte leaves Paris to place hit«- 
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self at the head of the p^rand army of re- 
serve, 50,000 strong, at Dijoiu 

15. James Had Odd discharged a pistol 
at the king from the pit of Drury-lane 
theatre. He had been in the army, and 
wounded in the head, and was soon dis* 
covered to be iusa ie. On the morning of 
the same day, while the king was review- 
ing a b.ittahon of the guards in Hy de- 
park, a spectator standing near his tniijesty 
was wounded by a ball-cartridge, tired in 
one of the vollies by a soldier, who was 
not discovered. 

18. DkATH OF FlBl.n-MARHllAl. SnVAUOK. 
— This able but ferocious warrior died near 
Petersburg, in his 70th year. His death 
is supposed to have been hastened by 
chagrin ; Arising either out of the late 
check he met with in Switzerland, *or the 
sudden change in Russian policy. He was 
not, however, disgraced, but received with 
clistiuctiun by the imperial court. Suvarof 
was of Swedish extraction, and originally 
intended for the legal profession, which he 
early abandoned for the more congenial 
pursuits of violence ami slaughter. H 
was disinterested, affable even to bufTooii- | 
ery, superstitious, and des^ierately brave, 
but ciuel to the vanquished. 

‘20. Buonaparte, after astonishing ef- 
forts, passed the Great St. Bernard. 

June 5. The French enter Pavia. On 
the same d.iy Masse af>er a pertinacious 
defence, surrendered Cienoa tv» the Aus- 
trians ; and that day the Austrian general 
Otr received ordeis to raise the siege. 

14. General Kleber assassinated in his 
garden at Cairo. The general received 
four stabs ; and Protain, the architect, was 
severely wounded in trying to parry the 
poniard of the murderer. The assassin 
had come from Aleppo across tlu* drsart, 
and conlessed he was employed by the nga 
of the janizaries in the grand vizier\s army. 
— }ffnou*a IHnpnIvhy Ju/tf dr</. He Wiis 
executed alter the Egyptian fashion, b.eiug 
impaled, having Brst had his right hand 
burnt; and three chiefs who were privy to. 
and had concealed the <d>ject of his a’loci- 
oiiH mission^were beheaded, and their bo- 
dies burnt. 

17. Victory of Marknoo. — This irre- 
gnbtr but sanguinary con Kiel decided the 
bite of Italy. It was fought on a plain six 
miles long, betwi>«ii Toitona and Alexan- 
uria. 'Phe French fort’o, coinmandtMi by 
l^'umapaite, was about 50,000, of whica 
were cavalry: that of the Austrians, 
umlvr Meins, 60,000; of which 15,000 
Were cavalry. The French were formed in 
two lilies, with cavalry on the wings. Be- 
hind their centre was a detile, h.tviiig a 
wuod on the one siile, and on the other n 
Cham of vineyards extending to the village 
01 Marengo. The Austrians were drawn 


up on the banks of the Bormida, over 
which bridges had been thrown. About 
noon the battle began. Eighty pieces of 
cannon preceded the Austrian battalions, 
and discharged into the ranks of the 
French showers of shot and shells. Alter 
several hours* desperate fighting, the left of 
the French, under Victor, and the right, 
under Laiines, began to give way ; and it 
was with difficulty the centre, commanded 
by the first cotisul, k«'pt its ground. At this 
critical juncture the divisions of Desaix 
and Mouuier arrived on the ground. The 
fortune of the battle now began to chang,^. 
Unable to force the centre of the French, 
Melas tried to turn the defile in their 
rear by extending his wings. Weakening 
his centre lor this movement, Buonaparte 
seized the opportunity to pierce it with a 
collective force ; and Desaix with his fresh 
troops, falling with irresistible irajietuosity 
oil tlie left wing of the Austrians, they 
everywhere gave way. The Au>tri.in ca- 
valry, by charging en masse, attempted to 
retrieve the day, but were repiiUed hy 
Murat. Night coming on, the contusion 
was irremediable ; and at the passage of 
the Boimula a terrible carnage ensued. The 
vill.ige cl'Ck struck ten, when the French, 
weary of slaughter, returned slowly to their 
camp, leaving the field covered with the 
I dead and the dying. The loss of the .\iis- 
I trians, in killed, wounded, and prisoners, 
w'as 15.000; that of the French, lO.OUO, 
including the intrepid Disaix, who fimsle 
ed a short life (being only 32) of military 
glory in the arms of victory. The lo:»8 of 
the Austiians in the first moiiih of the 
Italian ca nioign amounted to 60.000, and 
induced Melas, the «lay afier the b.ittle of 
M.ireiigo, to propose an armistice. It was 
acceded to by the victor o:i the conditions 
that neither side should send reinforce- 
ments into Germany, and that the Aus- 
tii.ins should surreii'ler to the French 
Genoa, Tvirtoni, Coni, and other strong 
places Immediately after, Buonapart*' re- 
established the Uisalpine republic, and, with 
Berthier, sung Te JJeum in the cathedral of 
Milan, legardiess, as be said,uf the taunts 
of the atheists of Paris.’* 

28. Moreau, forcing Kray before him 
penetrated to Munich. 

2. Union with IiuvI-and. — The act 
for this purjio^e received the royal assent, 
to commence January 1st, 1801. By tbU 
imp«irtaut instrument the established 
churches and legislatures of the two c. un- 
tries l>ecame consolidated, and the two 
kingdoms united, under the u.une of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland Four lords spiiitual, by rotation of 
sessions, and twi-nlv-eight temporal lords, 
elected for life, were to represent the pwrs 
of Ireland in ilie house of lords, and lOU 
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commoners to sit in the house of commons. *17, Lord Keith despatchedtVo s/oops of 
The laws and courts of each kingdom were war to burn the small town of Ceseiiafico, 
to continue unchanged. The ctmtributioiis on the AdriitiafGult ' ; which Inlly succeed- 
uf Britain and Ireland towards the public ed in their mission, and retaliated on the 
expenditure were, for twenty years, to be in inhabitants the offence they had given his 
* the proportion of fifteen to two; but the lordship by arresting a British officer 
interest of the public debts of each was to charged wiih dispatches. * 

be separately defrayed. 29. The empen»r of Russia, in an edict, 

4. Mr. Rusby found guilty of regrating, complaiin d of the interruption (»f the navi- 
in buying corn in Maik lane, and on the gation of the Sound by British 8hi|>s; and 
same day, in the same place, rt'selling it sequestrated the property of British subjects 
Lord Kenyon said to the jury, ** You have ‘i Russia. 

conferred by your verdict almost the great- 30. 'J'he grand-jury of York recommend 
est benefit on your country that ever ivas the enclosure of waste hinds, of which there 
conferred by any jury** (,'/nn. /?cy..xlii. 23). remain 7,800,000 acres in England, as the 
During the exi.sting scarcity, fore^taliing, best preventative of future scarcity, 
regrating, and engrosning, excited as much Died, Mrs. Montagu, sister of lord 
popular — aiul seemingly, from the remark of Rokeby, and author of an Essay on the 
the learned judge — judicial prejudice as Writings of Shakspeare and distiiiguish- 
witchcrafr formerly. ed for her hospitality to the chimney- 

12. First stone of the new duck in the sweepers, whom she regaled with roast- 
Jsle of Dogs laid. beef and plum-pudding, every May-d/iy. 

Downing college incorporated. on the lawn before her house. She Was an 

15. Armistice agreed to in Germany. excellent scholar and, like her iiamc-SMke, 

22. Sir Francis Biirdett complained, in a celebrated letter-writer. Her estates, 
the house of commons, of the treatment bv about lO.OOtV. per annum, devolved to her 
govermir .\ris of the prisoners confined, nephew Mr. Montagu. 

under the suNpension of the Habeas-corpus 31. Riots at Birmingham and otlur 
Act, in Cold- Bath-fields. towns, owing to the high piice of piovU 

28. Preliminaries of peace between sior.s. The hnuses of b.ikers and nieai- 

France and Austria signed at Paris, which men were violently attacked ; and hardly 
the emperor refused lo ratify, because Eng- any corn-factur coulil sleep in his bed witli 
land was not a party to them. security, ; Hehh. lint. xii. 123.) 

29. Parliamentary session closed. Sept, 5, Malta, the chief place of whicli, • 

Samuel F. \Yaddingtou tried ut Wor- La \ aletta, had been two years under 

cester assizes, and fiiund guilty of fore- blockade, surrendered to the British, 
stalling hops. 14. An inflammatory pbicaid stuck on 

John S. BvX'thby (3opton, osq., commit- the Monument, urging the peopb* to tes- 
ted suicide with a pistol. He was well cue themselves from famine by their own 
knbwn at the cbil>-hou.’>es, and hft an exeitions, and take vengeance on numopo- 
extate of 7000/. a year. lists ami forcstallers. — Jnmm/ l/eijisfrr, 

Aug, 2. The L-oum Act having received xlii 212. In coiivt'quence. fur seierui <!a\s. 
the assent of the Iri.sh parl ament.thc sc8> there were rioWtis asstonblages, who begao 
sioo and their existence terminated. breaking the winduw.s of bakers and olh» r 

Two new squares la gan t-» be formed on obnoxious persons. But by the jirudi nn* 
the duke of Bedford's Bluoinshmy estate: of loid mayor ('omhe, aided by the volmi- 
one to tje culled Russell-sqiiare ; the utlier, teers, no seri ois outrages were coiumiiii d. 
I'.ivistoek-squure. 30 Joseph Buonaparte, vn tlie part ff 

10. .Y iwrsnn by accident set fire lo Rad- the French n juiblic, signed a trc.ity of 
nor forest, and, owing to the dryness of amity and cwmmercc with the CuitKl 
the season, it burnt for thirty iniles in cir- States ol .Xmenca. 

cumference, liestroying thonsaiidx of sheep Or/. 0. The British government n fus- 
and many cottages. Ti.e earl of Oxford ing to negotiate on the basis of a nepara'c 
and Mr. Lewiv m-re the chief x dferens pf.ice with France, the corn sporifitMiir bt- 

23, A sad acciiliOt hapi ened near Sei- tween M. Otto and Loul (iienville aa.s 
kuk in Scotland Four young ladies — Miss abruptly terminated. 

Ayres, Miss A ah*rson, and the two Miss 31. The supeih chapel of St, Gv«trLC, 
Scotts of iSingieo— wer.; drowned, while Windsor, finished in the G'dbic si; le. 
bathing in the Kttrick, which run at the A’i-r. 7. Paul of Rns'*ia laid an embargo 
Imttom of Mr. Scott’s gacdcn. It is sup- on British vcshc's to the number of 3U0, 
poseii one of the la<heH hiul got out of her anil their crews, contrary to usage in 
depth* Aid all had perished in a vain at- c iscs, were taken out and sent into the in* 
tempt at saving her. terior ; and iiU Knclish piupevty sequcii 

25. Sir Edward Pellew and sir James trated. The dfieged ground of these out 
Pulteney fail in an attack on Ferrol. rages was that the English bad tak^n 
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poMMfion of Malta, without recogniiing 
the right to the island of the order of St. 
John of Jerusalem, of which^tltlb emperor 
was grand- master.. 

9. Pahmauknt opened by the king with 
a speech, chiefly referring to the high price 
of-prorisioiiM. 

10. Prussia takes possession of Cux- 
haven under pretext of maintaining the 
iientrality of the north of Germany* and 
thereby occasions some uneasiness in Eng- 
land. 

The guard of a Dover coach shot near 
ShooterV-hiil, and the coach robbed by two 
highwaymen. 

19. Mr. Abl)ot introduced a bill for as- 
certaining the population of Britain. 

22. Aineric.m congress assembled, for the 
first time, at the new city of VVashiiiijton. 

Drc. 3. The Austrian army, under the 
archtluke John, attacked the French, utuier 
■Moreau, at lIoiiKNi.iNuiiN ; hut. one of the 
Austri.iii columns losing its way, they were 
entirely defeated with the loss of 10, OHO 
men and eighty pieces of cannon. After 
this victoiy Moreau penetrated into the 
Salzburg territory, and Angereau having 
made himHell' master of Bamberg, and 
Biune (»f Treii% the empen r was again 
ind'iced to propose an arinis:ice, which was 
agreed to on the 2.3th. 

15. Anuko Nkutrai.it y. — T he northern 
powers revived the armed neutrihty tor 
ttio protection of m uitime rights, to which 
Prussia acceded. The ba!«is of this league 
wan : — I, That merchant sltips under con- 
vny are a t liab e to search. 2. That the 
etlects which belong to the subji cts of the 
belligerent powtrs in nentr.d ships, with 
the exceptum of coutialaod gouds, shall 
he fne, .3. That arms and ammunition 
only shall be considered us contraband. 
{fic/sh. Jlist.j x\\, 99.; Thc.ne maxims ot 
iiiteinatiumil law were esj»«ciaUy direc.ed 
igiiinvt England ; and the estaldishtr.ent 
nl them would have <U*prived her of the 
chti f advantages of her naval superiortty. 

29. Invkrnai. Machink. — A n attempt 
in 'de in Paris on the life of the first cmi- 
J’ld.by placing a combu'*tihle machine in a 
cart, intercepting his way to the opera ; it 
exploded after ho had passed, Imt did con- 
Nider.ible damage, and de.stroyed several 
hves. Several royalists and Jacob ns were 
iM'P“^b«iided by the activity of Fouchd. on 
sn-spicion of iKung contiiveis tti the infernal 
machine, and special trihunaU creaud, 
with despotic power.s, for tire trial of the 
(lisaltected. 

dl. This short parliamentary session 
mill the century closed by the king. Bo- 
bne his majesty withdrew, he ordered the 
chancellor to read a prociamatiuii declar- 
mg that the individuals who composed the 
<^>^pinng parliament should be ihemeiiibeia 


on the part of Britain of the parliament ol 
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and that this impeiial parUameiil 
should assemble January 22nd, 1801. 

31. Calenoaii. — Owing the act foi 
the correction of the calendar in 1752, this 
year was nut a leap-year, as it otherwise 
would have been, and from the first day 
of March there was a difference of twelve 
days between the new and old styles, in. 
stead of eleven as formerly. By this al- 
teration old L idy-day will he on Aj.ril 5th, 
and so continue for a century. 

Import of Corn. — The following is the 
quantity of corn imported into Britain, be- 
tween September 26th, 1799, to Septembei 
27ih, I8U0:— 

Wheat and flour . 1,201,932 qrs. 

Harley 67,988 

Oats 479,320 

Rice 300,693 cwt. 

The iivernge pVice in the month of De- 
cember of wheat per bushel was IGr. 4d. ; 
•arley 7*. 6//. ; oats 2rf. 

BhNTHAM's Project -Jeremy Henlham, 
esq., proposed to the lords of the TrtMsury 
{Annual Hegisler, xlii. 396) to take churgif 
of the convicts now contimul in the hulks ; 
to erect a building for their detention ; 
feed, clothe, educate and instruct them i: 
u-eful trades : all this he undertook to ac 
complish at a rcdtiction in the present ex- 
pense to the amount of twenty-five percent* 
la the centre of his estabU^hmcllt he pro- 
p\)sed to have a point of view from which 
a superintendent might see every convict, 
without being himscif visiole. He aUu 
proposed a subsidiary establishment, tv» 
which every convict might resort fur em-^ 
pl*\mpnt ill the trade iii which he had 
hreii instructed, after the term of his pu- 
nishint'nt had expired. 

Anncai. OniTLAui. — George Sieven«, 
A.S.S., coinuieutiitor on Shakspeare, &c. 
Joseph Waiton, D.l) F H.S,, 78; he w is 
bi other of Thomas Waiton, who died in 
1790. and was the edifor of an edition of 
Pope’s works in nine vols. 8vo. Widiain 
Fuller, 95, the banker of Lombard -sfiett, 
worth 400 000/.. and who origin lly k.qit 
an academy in Faiindei*s-coiiri, I>oilibiir\ . 
Hull, Dailies Barrington, A.S.S.. 73. l.iw yei, 
antiquary, and naturalist. Mailet dn Pan, 
52, a French emigrant who carried on, till 
hia death, a Loudon p urual, the *• Merciue 
Britaiiidque.** By shooting himsell with 
a pistol, ill consequence, as alleged, of 
losses at play, Sir Godfrey Webster, ot 
Battle abliey, Sussex, At Eng/efield* 
green, Mrs. Mary RuhiriSwU, the autboi** 
of “Perdittt,** 42* a Indy of c^Misiderahle 
literary abilities and personal beauty, that 
had attracted the notice of the P'hice of 
Wales. Brytin Edtr.irds, M.P*. Best 
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India merchanf, and author of a History 
of the British Colonies, in the West Indies.” 
Sir Benjamin Hammet, M.P., alderman of 
London; a irentleman who owed his eleva* 
tion to industry and perseverance, haviiic 
been originally a porter on Fi-h-street-hill. 
Hugh Blair, D. 1)., 83, proiessor of rhetoric 
and belles lett res in the nniversitv of Edin- 
burgh, and author of many popular works 
on subjects ot* piety, criticism and murals. 
Sir George Staunton, bart., secretary to 
earl Macartney in his embassy to China, 
and of which ho puhlidicd an account in 
two vols. 4to. William Cowper, the well- 
known poet, 69 ; celebrated not less for his 
verses and letters than sombre mental 
drlusions. 

A.D. 1801. PuOSPKCTS OFTIIE YkAR.— A t 
the commencement of the year every con- 
tinental port was clifsed against the Bri- 
tish ; but the sudden death of the em{H*ror 
Paul, and the vjctory of Copenhagen, dis- 
solved the iJortluTii confederacy. After 
coticludiiig peace with A(i>tria the utUm* 
tion of the French was drawn to vast pre- 
jiarations for a p;eten(led invasion of 
Kngiaad ; they answered the pnr|K»se of a 
real descent by alarming the kingdom and 
wasting the national resources in defensive 
preparations. In E^ypt France suffered a 
great reverse by the decisive victory of 
Alexandria ; after a pertinacious resistance 
they were compelled to capitulate to the 
British and evacuate the country. Mean- 
while negotiations for peace were secretly 
carrying on between the consular and 
English goverinneiit, which ended in the 
setilemeut of the preliminaries to a defi- 
nitive treaty. The chief clomt‘>tic events 
were, — the first meeting of the Imperial 
Parliament, the resignation of Mr. Pitt, 
and the formation of the A<ldington m tiis* 
try, a return of the king’s indisposition, 
and the mutiny of the fleet in Ihintiy Bay. 
The high price of bread coi.tiiiued till after 
the harvest, occasioning severe distress 
among the labouring classes, and much 
pupulur disc ontent. 

Jan. 1. Being the first day of the cen- 
tury, as well as of the onion with Ireland, 
it was lathered in by the ringing of bells 
and the firing of the Tower guns. 

3. A royal proclamatimi decbiiing that in 
future the regal title appertaining to the 
imperial crown of Britain and Ireland shaM 
be, in Latin, GeorgiuM Tertiut^ Ihi grtUta, 
Brittttmiarmn Her^ Fulet Drfrntttr! Fttgliiih, 
Georg. Hi., by the grace of Gu<l, ol 
the United Klugdora of Great Britain and 
Ireland, King, Defmder of the Faith.” 
Thus the absurd titular assumption of 
"King of France,” was omitted. In ho- 
nour of the union many promotions were 
made, and new titles conferred on the no- 
bility of Ireland; a considerable number 


of whom either received ailvancemeiit of 
rank in their own order, or were created 
peers of the United Kingdom. A new great 
»>eal was presenter! to the lord chancellor, 
and the memlvers of the council took the 
oaths as privy councillors of the United 
Kingdom. 

1 1. An Older of council laying an em- 
bargo on all Uus>iaii, Danish, and Swedish 
vessels. 

15. East India Company grant a pen- 
sion of 5000/., to commence from 1798. for 
twenty years, to the maripiis Wellesley, 
The marquis, wdh the concurrence of tlie 
company, established a university at Cal- 
cutta upon a liberal and extensive scale. 

22. lupEuiAi. Paui.iamknt met for the 
first time. It was opened hy commission, 
and Mr. Addington was unanimously re- 
chosen tpeaker. 

26. Tailors’ wages advanced by the 
city magistrates from 25^. to 27«. a week. 

31. The sale of fine wheaten bread pro. 
htbited from this day, and brown bread 
substituted. 

The situation of the French prisoner.^ in 
England very deplorable, the first consul 
having refusetl to defray the expense of 
their clothing. 

Thomas Jellerson, after a warm contest, 
elected president of the United States, and 
Mr. Burr, vice-president. 

h'tb. 2. The king opened parliament. 
Karl Fitzwillium moved an amendment to 
the address, which was supported hy lords 
Darnley, Suffolk, Carnarvon, Moira, Hol- 
land, and Fife ; opposed hy lords Romney, 
Grenville, Mulgrave, and Spnici r. It wa!< 
negatived by 73 to 17 )}eers. A sirndar 
amend ment w'as inovetl by Mr. Grey in the 
commons, and negatived by 2‘15lo63\oict s. 

9. Tiiii.vnv OF Li:nkvii.i k concluded 
between Austiia and France. The wl.ole 
of the left b.mk of the Hhiuewas conlinutd 
to France from Switzerlanrl to Holland. 
The iiideptmdeuce of the Helvetic, Bata- 
vian, Cisalpine and Ligurian republics was 
cuncidi’d by tint empeior, who was left iu 
possession of his Venetiiiu acquisitions; tlie 
Aiiige being made their boundary. The 
duke of Tuscany was indemnified in Cier- 
many for the loss of his duchy. 

10. Mr. Addiagtou resigned the s;>eak- 

erahip, bis majesty having kiguified his in- 
t«ntion of apjiointing him to nii olfice with 
which it was incompatible* On the same 
day lord Grenville informed the upper 
house, that the ministers being unable to 
carry a ini-asure they deemed essential to 
the tranquillity and prosperity of the empire, 
they had tendered their resignation, wluen 
had been accepted. , . 

12. The earl of Pom fret appeared m 
court to enter into recognizances to keep 
the peace fowarda htf wile. 
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Two leporU have been made by Mr. ' 
Dodd, on the proj^ress of hin undertaking ' 
to cut a tunnel under the Thamew, f oui j 
Oravesend to Tilbury, for pasaeageis and 
carnages. The committee examined the 
shafti and found tiiat a steain>engine 
would be requisite to keep out the water 
flowing in fruin the lateral springs. 

14. A fire in a factory at Manchester, 
by which forty persons perihhed. 

16. A return of the king's malady was 
announced under the name of a fever, 
which did not entirely leave him till March 
1 2th. The last qmstion discussed in the 
caliinet, previous to the king's indisposi- 
tion was that of the extension of political 
privileges to the catholics of Ireland, which 
Mr. Pitt had given tliein reason to expect 
as a result of the union. « 

Resiqnation ov Mu. Pitt. — On the 
same day that the king’s iudispositioii was 
publicly nniiouiice l, Mr. Pitt took ocaiston 
in the house of coinmons to state the 
grounds on which he and some of his col- 
leagues had retired from the ministry. 
This was stated to be tlieir inahihty to 
bring forward u ineaMire which they deem- 
ed essential to give complete efi'ect to the 
union with IreUml. .Such a measure Mr. 
Pitt stateri if he had “ remained in the 
government he must have pr«»pase<i.” (/f«- 
nunl Hfytntet'f xliii 129.) Among the dif- 
ficult ies attending the concession of poli’i- 
cal rights to the Irish catholics. Mr. Pitt 
<lid not probahli foresee tliat of obtaining 
the consent of the king, who conceived it 
to he contiary to ihe obligation of his co- 
loiiatmii oath. The obji ction was insu|H?r- 
able ind long reiiiaiiie<l so; and placed the 
minister in the painful position of being uii' 
able (o redeem the obligation he had con- 
tracted with a nuiiieroiis body of sulijects. 
This was the sole reason a.s.sigiied for his 
resignation, and was peihaps sufficient, but 
other re.ibuus tn.ay have iiiHuenced this de- 
termination. Mr. Pitt’s popularity had 
declined. All our continental allies had 
deserted us, and some of them h.id formed 
a menacing league hostile to mu in.ui iine 
claims. The expeditions to Kgypt and Co- 
penhagen had not yet achieved their brilli- 
ant triumphs. Popular diicoiifiiits were 
aj»gravated by a two yc.us’ scat city, and 
war taxes, though the facility with which 
an enormous loan was raised in the cur 
rent year, shows no gieat pressure o) 
financial difficulties. Peace, however, 
bad become desirable from the hopeless 
prospects of the war, and the first kjtep t 
an Hinicalde negottHtion was the retirement 
of men whose itiiiuls were embtitered by 
fbsippointineiit, and who had assumed a 
tone of decided hostility to the cuii'ulai 
Kovernment. Mr. Pitt hud been premier 
more than seventeen yean, lie was ac- 


companied in his resignation by earl Spen- 
cer, lord Grenville, Mr. Dundas, and Mr. 
JWiiidham, all meinhe.rs t»f the cabinet, and 
other changes took place aiVrwardti. 

18. The completion of the ministerial 
arrangements being delayed by the king’s 
illness, Mr. Pitt continued chancellor of 
the exchequer, and b ought forward the 
budget. The sum stated as the amount 
of necessary supplies was upwards of 
35,000,000/., to defray which, besides new 
taxes, a loan of 2 .j, 000,0U0/. was proposed. 

Mr. Corry, the chancellor of tlie ex- 
chequer for Ireland, staled the debt of that 
country to iimount to 3b,000,000/. ; more 
than thiity of w hich h id been contracted 
since the commencement of the war. 

Afar. 2. The state-prisoners who bad 
long been confined in the Tower, Coldbatli 
field.'!, Shrewsbuiy, and other county gaols, 
were brought to the duke of Portland’s 
office, and most of them liberated on their 
own rr^cognizances. ('ol. Despird, Gallo- 
way, Lemaitre, and Hodgson, relus ng to 
give tiail, were committed to Toihill-fieUls ; 
they insisted iqnm being discharged uncon- 
ditionally, or brought to trial. 

3. Spain declared war against Portu- 
gal. on the ground of her connexion with 
England, and refusal to ratify a treaty con- 
eludvd uitli Fr.mce in 1799. 

12. Jxird Castlereiigh introduced a bill 
for cuntiminig martial law, on acCuunt of 
the insurrecitqnary state of li eland. It 
was supported by all tlie Irish members, 
>ir Laurence l’ar>ons alone excepted. 
Mr. Pill paid many compliments to the 
aleiit.s t'f lord Castlereagh and his exten- 
.ive knowledge of the true interests of the 
British empire. — Annual Rryister^ xlii. 157. 
The bill became law. 

The king’s illness was distressing to the 
royal funiiiy, particularly as none of the 
regular inedicmes administered could in- 
duce repose. In this emi-rgency. when 
•rufe^isional skill was baffled, the casual 
ihsvrvation of Mr. Addington, alterwards 
ord Sidmouth, upon the virtue of a pidow 
of hops, was acted upon, and hud the 
etfect of relieving the snllerer from his 
malady. 

17. Henry Duudas, president of the 
board of Cvmtrol, recrivi*d iiMin the East 

Intlui Company a ptmsiou of 2000/ a year, 
to be continued to him or his a.vsigus du- 
ring the continuance of the exclusive trade 
of the company. 

AuniNuiuN Ministry. — T he new pre- 
mier reci-tved his appointments on the 
17th iiiM., but the admmisiiatuui was not 
completed till July 30tn, wlu n the duke of 
Portlanil was drclared lord-pri^uleiit. The 
fullovriiig w.is ilie miuisienal hst 

Mr. /Vddiugton, Rrttmtr. 

Duke of Portland. J^rd- Prttidtnt^ 

i s 
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Lorda Hawkesburyi Pelham, and Ho- 
Dart, retariea of State, 

£ irl Westmoreland, Lord Privy ••Sea/, 

Karl St. Vincent, Firai Lord of the Ad- 
miraity. 

Lord Eldon, Lord Chancelior, 

Earl of Hardwick, Lord-JJeutenant of 
Ireland, 

Lord Auckland, PostmaaUr- General, 
Charles Yorke, Secretary at War, 

Sir Kdward Law, Attorney-General, 
Spencer Percival, Solicitor-Genera/, 
Dudley Ryder, Treaaurer of the Navy, 
Thomas Steele and Lord Gleabervie, 
Paym^tera of the Army. 

The new ministry seem to have been 
firmed with tl^e two- fold object of putting; 
an end to the war, and evauin^ the agita* 
tion of the catholic question. Mr. Addington 
had given general >atist action as sjieaker 
of the h(>Ui>e of ci>iiimons ; he had acquired 
the king’s personid favour by his decorous 
manner and respectable character, but he 
bad no political reputation, neither liad 
any of his colleagues. They were obvi- 
ously brought forwarti to do what their 
predecessors were unable or unwdiing to 
acconiplish, and when their task was dune 
they were dismissed. 

19. Owing to the pmsperity of the 
Bank of Kt«gland^ the propiietors resolved 
that in addition to the annual dividend of 
71. per cent., a bonus of 6/. in navy o per 
cents, shall be paid on each lOU/. stiick. 

21. A couvet tioii conclmled between 
France and Spam, by which the latter 
guaranteed the lenunciation of the duchy 
of Parma by the reigning duke to the 
Frmcli Repubix, m heu of which the 
duchy of Tiiscaiiy was assigned to the sun 
of the duke of Parma, with the title of 
King of Etruria. Spain also ceded the 
colony of Louisiana to France and the isle 
of El Da. 

Batti.s ov Ai.exandbia. — A large ar- 
mament having bei'ii fitted out for the 
recovery ui Egypt, under the command of 
fir Ralph Abeicrombie, it effected a dis- 
embarkation on the 8tli inst., with great 
spirit, at .'Vboukir. Advauciiig against the 
French, posted at some di'>taMce from Alex- 
andiia, a seveie thougu indecUive action 
ensued on tne 13th. Uu the 2(Hh general 
Menuu arrive), and concentrating the 
whole disposable force of the Fiencb, de- 
termined neat day lo attack the British. 
The force < . cacii Mde was about 12,0()0. 
The Eogli i. occnpii d a line about a mile 
ilk extent, nearly four miles from Alex- 
andria, haling a sand ’ plain in their front, 
tie Sea on their tigbt, and the lake of 
AlKiukir on their left. The battle bt-gaii 
before day-light with a sham attack on 
the English left, which was succeeded by 
a real one on the right ; alter a long and 


desperate engagement the assailants were 
completely defeated, and their famous corps 
of invineddea almost annihilated. The 
lo.ss of thfe Flench in killed, wounded and 
prisoners, was upwards of 3000 ; that of 
the British 1400. Among the latter were 
the gallant sir Ralph Abercrombie, who 
terminal ed a long career of brilliant ser- 
vices. General Hutchinson, a brave and 
able officer, succeeded to the command, and 
followed up the victory of his predecessor 
so etfectually, that early in autumn the 
French army capitulated, ujion condition of 
being conveyed with their arms, anillery, 
and effects to their own country. A Bri- 
tish force from India by the way of the 
Red Bea arrived, under Bir David Baird, 
just after the conclusiou of the treaty, 
which terminated the grand project of the 
Fn-iich of making Eg>pt au entrep6t for 
the conquest of lliiidustaii. 

2.). Paul emperor of Russia assassinated 
ill the 46th year oi his age, and the filth of 
bis reign. He was succeeded by his son 
Alexander, whose first acts were to liberate 
the English fritin confinement, and open 
negotiations by which the armed neutrality 
was dissolved. Paul had sl own signs of 
insanity, ami this was the pn text lor bis 
destruction; but, in more civilized coun- 
tries, such an unfortunate maUdy meets 
with nifierent treutmeut. This extraordi 
nary act seems to have been thought both 
nece^sary and lauiiahle in Russia, for 
Aiexaniler afterwards admitted us guest*, 
at his table the murderers of bis lather. 

3U. Sir Thomas Duckworth and gene 
ral Tr gixt* captured the Danish island of 
St. Thomas, and the Swedish island of 
Bartholomew in the West Indies. 

April 2, Al l AC a on (>upkniiaukn, — A 
poweiful armament, consisting of 18 ship.s 
of I he line, with a number of frigates and 
burnb-vessels, sailed lor the Baltic, Maich 
12th, uuiler the command of admiral 
Parker, and vice-admiral Nelson. On the 
doth the fleet passed the Bound, with no 
resistance from the Swedish, and little 
from the Danish able of the strait. On 
approaching tne harbour of Copenhagen 
the fleet of Denmark was dcbcru d ttanktd 
and supported by powerful batteries on 
land and floating. An atUick on this tor- 
mblable ciescent was entrusted, at his own 
request, to Nelson with twelve ships of the 
line, and all the smaller craft, it began 
at ten o'clock in the morning, and huh 
kept up on both sides with the greatest 
courage for four hours, when botn tieetti 
exhibited a very shattered appearance, 
.'seventeen sail of Ihti enemy hail tuen 
burijt, sunk, or t.»ken ; while three ot the 
largest of the English ships, owing to^thu 
intricacies^ Uia navigation, hud grounded 
within roach of the enemies’ land batt#rt«**‘ 
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At this juncture Nelson proposed truce, 
to which the prince of Denmark promptly 
acceded. The loss of the English in killed 
and wounded was 942 ; that of the Danes 
1800. Nelson de!«crihed the battle of Co- 
penhagen as the mo»t dreadful he had ever 
witnessed. 

3. The PriiHsian troops entered the 
electorate^ and compelled the regency of 
Hanover to disband their troops. Ham- 
burgh was seized by the prince of Hesse 
with 15,000 Duutsh troops. 

4. A female taken into custody named 
R -binsou, who, under the pretence of l)eing 
a rich heiress, had swindled tradesmen to 
the amount of 20,000/. 

14. On the report of a secret coramitfee, 
bill'* for further suspending the Habeas 
Corpus Act, and preven'mg ^e«litums meet- 
ings, were, paostd with the usual majority. 
Bills of iijdeiunity were also pils^ed for 
protecting per ons in authority from the 
consequeiic s of their zeal and activity 
since 1793; amkin Ir.-hind, since 1799. 

26. A riot in Wych-street. owing to tlie 
discover^' of Horne human bodies, intended 
for aiiatuinicul purposes. 

May 4. Earl Temjde moved for a new 
writ lor Old Sarur# to rottirn a member in 
lieu of the Rev. J. H, 3’ooke, who being in 
priest's orders, was ineligible to a seal m 
the h»»U'e of comiiutiis. 'fh s was not 
agreed to, but u bill was broug’it in by Mr. 
Addington to declare peisoos in holy or- 
d»'rs in future disquali6«*d to sit, which be- 
came law. The eacinsioti of clertcal repre- 
seniatives in the lower hoU'»e c uinot he es- 
teeuied unUirt unate, it lord Clarendon’s re- 
inar'; I e true, that ‘^Clergymen uuderstaiu: 
the least. Sind take the worst measure t»l 
human alfkiiH. of all mankind that can read 
and write.’’ 

14. The income of the London corpora- 
tion amounts to 92,062/. ; its expenditure, 
to 8;.82.i/. 

18. First stone (»f tlie Stock-exchange, 
in Capcl-couit, laid by Mr, Haminoiid, 

'iune 1. Embargo taken oti' Russian 
Swedish, and Danish vessels in the liritisl 
ports. 

3. The foundation laid for tl;e building 
of the b>nk of Svodaiid, in Hank-street 
Edinburgh. 

6. The Spaniards under the Prince o’ 
Peace having got possession of all thi 
strong places in Portugal, the latter agiTefl 
h) a treaty, stipulating to ehut her port 
against the English. 

13. I'homaa Sfience« a \>oor biH)ksi»llef, 
was «<entenced by lunl Kett> on to ;viy a fine 
ot 50/., and Ihi tmprisoied a twelvemonth, 
‘'‘t puhli.^hiiig a seditious libel, called 
‘‘Spence's Res orer of Society;*' in which 
he recomineuds the abolition private prt>- 
in hind, and the vesting it its pa- 


rishes, for the good of the public at 
large. 

17. Lord St. Helens signed a conven- 
:ion with Russia at Petersburgh, by which 
s conceded the right of search to ships of 
ar ; and to which Sweden and Denmark 
icceded. 

19. The duke of York laid the first stone 
f the Military-asylum, Chelsea. 

30, Two of the York htissirs shot on 
Biiicombe Down, pursuant to sentence of 
a court-martial, for an attempt to escape 
:o France. 

July 1. Steam Boat. — ‘‘An experi- 
ment,'* says the .Annual Ret^istfr^ /‘took 
place on the river Thames, for the purpose 
•f Working a barge, or any other heavy 
raft, against tide, by means of a steiira- 
ngine on a very simple construction. The 
moment the engine w.'is set to woik, the 
large was brought about, answering her 
helm quickly; and she ^ade way against 
a strong current, at the rate of two viiles 
)nd a half an hourV 

2. Paiiiameiit prorogued by commission. 
10. Paddin^iton canal opened. 

13. Sir James Saumaiez burns near 
'adiz two Spanish ships of 112gu .s l ach, 
md c tpturcs one of 74 guns. S nie days 
lefore. the ad niral lost ati English 71. by 
iier giuundiug under an enemy’s buttery 
near Algeziras. 

2*2. Gr ind review, by the duke of York, 
>f the London Volunteers, amounting to 
4731, in Hyde-park. 

14. The queen gave a splendid rural fote 
in Frogmure-gaideiis. S x hundred of tlie 
nohiliiy were invited by tickets ; none ullu rs 
were admitted. Mrs. MdU pervon ited a 
gipsy, delivering her poetical auguries of 
the future fortunes of the several members 
of the royal family. Ducrow exhii-iteu h:s 
feats of strength and dexterity, halmcing 
ou his chin three .coach-wheeis ; also a lad- 
der, to which was aftixed two cha rs wiih 
two c i drt'U ou them. A bail at the 
prmcevs E.izaheth's tliutched barn con- 
cluded the entertainments. 

Ifi. An impo^tijr named Smith, without 
being in orders, or in any way connected 
with the clerical professi 'U. otficnited tor 
The curate of St. Martin's-in the-Ficids, 
sob mnizing marnages (whicli weie void), 
haptixins, Sic, He « fficiateO for a munth. 
and w«>ul«l have continued had he not been 
npprehendetl on a charge i>f forgery, for 
which he WAS tried, convictid, and sen- 
tenced to death. 

24. Colonel Clinton takes Madeirii. 

Any 4. I.ortl Nelson bembau ed Bou- 
logne, and sunk several gun-boats. Ib*'^ 
WHS only nn ex j>eri mental atiempt to dis- 
cover the positurii and dcleiici s ef the ene- 
my ; and on the loth and 16th it was re- 
newed in eatnest, Tlie most desperate 
2 S 2 
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coura^^e was displayed to board and cut out 
the French vessels, but they were so well 
prepared, thst only a lug;;er was brought 
otf, an<l a severe loss was inflictetl on the as- 
sailants, who showed more daring than 
judgment. 

2i. Sale by auction of Mr. Beckford's 
splendid furniture at Funthill-abbr-y. Not 
a stoul^ a tripod, or any other article, fetch- 
ed so little as a guinea. It was a sign of 
the times, to see plain Wiltshire farmers 
bidding for some of the finery in this gor- 
geous accumulation of an inordinate for- 
tune and effeminate taste. 

Sept. 9, Died, at Hackney, much regret- 
ted, in his 46th year, the Rev. Gilbert 
WAKKHtEi.n, late a prisoner in Dorchester 
gaol (n«/e 614). Mr. Wakefield had dis- 
tiiigtiishe«l himself in Bd)lical and classical 
learuing.and was a sincere, lover of the truth, 
whicn he {airsued with little reg.ird to con- 
sequences, in religion, criticism, and poli- 
tics. A subscription of 5000/. was raised 
f r him duriiii; his hmg imprisonment ; 
and he had hegim a course of lectures on 
V’<rgil in London, when he was carried off* 
b) a tyi hus tVver. 

Oct. 1. Preliminaries of peace between 
Gieut Britain and France were signed at 
lord Ilawkfsi ury ’suffice. in.Downing'Street, 
liy his lordship, and M. Otto, on the part of 
the French government. VV^eary of a war, 
now without an object, intelligence of this 
event was joyfidly received by the people 
of both countries. A few days after, Fr.iuce 
concluderl a peace with Russia, the Porte, 
and Portug d. 

The emperor Alexander crowned at 
Moscow. Thirty thousand i>ersons were 
entertaine d at tliiiner, the recruiting ser- 
vice for the year discontinued, fines remit- 
ted, and debtors to the cro.vn liberated 
from prison. 

10. General Lauriston, aid'de-camp to 
the first consul, having arrived with the : 
ratification of the preliminaries, the popu> 
lace took the hordes from his carri.ige, and 
drew it to Downing street. At night there 
was an illumination, which was renewed 
the next evening. 

29. Parliament ojiened by the king, 
who unnutmeed the signature of prelimi- 
naries, and congratulated them on our 
naval and military triumphs. In both 
houses the addresses passed unanimous- 
ly. Mr. Sheridan naid it was a peace 
of which ev ry one was glad, hut no one 
proud. 

AW. 3. nKBArKONTHB PrkI.IM WAHIR8. 

—The subject of the pe.ice was formally 
debated in both houses; and in the upper 
house a decided opposition to its terms 
was expressed by lords S|)encer. Fit^ewib 
liatti, Caernarvon. Buckingham, Grenville, 
and the bishop of St. Asaph. It was de- 


fended by Moira, Bedford, St Vincent, 
Nelson, Westmorland Hobart, Pelham, 
and the bishop of London. Nelson said 
that neither Malta nor Minorca was im- 
portant as a naval station. On a division 
the minister’s address was carried by 114 
to 10. In the commons the preliminaries 
were defended by Fox, Pitt, and Hawkes- 
bury ; and assailed W Windham, Thomas 
Grenville, and lord Temple. The address 
carried without a division. 

10. Mr. Barclay, of Ury, in Scotland, 
for a bet of 5000/. engaged to walk 90 
miles ill 21^ successive hours, lie began 
his task at 12 o'clock at night, on the road 
between Yoik and Hull, and completed it 
one hour, seven minutes, and fifteen Seconds 
within the time. 

J)ec, 14. A large armament of 23 ships 
of the line and 25,000 men sailed iioin 
Brest, for the purpose of recovering the 
islands of St. Domingo and GuHdaloupe ; 
])ermission for this purpose having been 
obtainetl from the English govemment. 

The prize-o.x at Smithfield weighetl near 
.300 stone, at 8 11). to the stone, and was 
sold for 160/. 

24. Buonaparte declined the offer of the 
inhabitants of Paris, to^ave a statue erect- 
ed to his honour in his lifetime. 

Annual OiiiTi Aity. — John Caspar La- 
vater, the eminent Swiss physiognomist, 
60; an ingenious but enthusiastic writer. 
William llcberden. M.D., 90 ; eminent 
physician and medical writer. Koliert 
Orme, 73; a servant of the East India 
Company, and author of a “ Ilisttuy 
of Hiudostan.’’’ Colonel Cyrus Tnipaud, 87 ; 
the oldest general in the service. Wil- 
liam Drake, M.A., F.A.S., SO : an eminent 
Mcliolar and antiquary. John Chapman, 
95, ulderman, and six times mayor of Bath. 
Sir Giey Cooper, 76 ; a pensioner, and 
author of some pamphlets in favour of the 
whigs. James Hurdis, B.A., .‘18 ; author uf 
a poem, and a critical diMjui'vitioii on 
tanmnim^ mentioned in the Scriptures. 
At Iladleigh, Mrs. Chapone, 75 ; poetess, 
and author of valuable works on educa- 
tion. 

A. 11. 1802. Prospects oh the Year. — 
Public events were lessened in number and 
interest by the cessatum of hostilities ; hut 
though the preliminarieM of peace were set- 
tled, there was a long delay in the coiiclo- 
Mioii of a definitive treaty. In the interval 
France was constantly giving new cause of 
stispiciou and offence by the conclusion ol 
secret treaties with other powers, by a»' 
nexations of territory, and the assumption 
of authority in adjoining states. These ex- 
cited tinea '•inesH ami heart-huruings. which 
were aggravated by the virulence ol pohtt 
cal writers ifr London and Paris. Fruiice 
had virttu&lly ceased to be republican. By 
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the promulgation of a new constitution, al- 
moMt absolute power had become vested in 
the first consul, lu England the chief do- 
ine!*tic occurrences wt^re the dissolution of 
the parliaineut, and the discovery ot a trea- 
swii ihle conNpiracy to overturn the govern- 
ment, at the head of which was a military 
otficer, smarting under a sense of real or 
fancied injuries. As this plot was uncon> 
iiected with any political party, and its 
means strangely dispropurtioned to its pur- 
poses, it excited no alarm, and hardly any 
feeling save that of commiseration fur its 
misguided partisans. Tne harvests of this 
and the preceding year were abundant, and 
made up lor the deficiency of 1800 and 1801 . 

Jan. 8. Trial of the mutineers of the 
Biiiitry BiiyMpiadion began at Portsmouth. 
Tin* mutiny arose fiom the squadron being 
ordered to the West Indies. Fourteen of 
the ringleaders were found guilty, and exe- 
cuted. 

25. Tiie constitution of the Cisalpine re- 
public having been re- modelled, Buona- 
parte was elected its president ; by which 
it virtually became annexed to France. 
Further annexations became known before 
the peace of Amiens. 

28. GovEKNoii Wali.. — This person, 
formerly lieutenant governor of the island 
oi Goree, was executeu at the Old Bailey, 
for the murder of Benjamin Armstrong, a 
Serjeant in the African corps, by cauxing 
800 lashes, witli a rope, to be inflicted by 
black slaves, with such cruelty as to cause 
his death. The populace gave three suc- 
cessive shouts ot exultation when tins uu- 
iiappy criminal was launched into eternity, 
lie was a native of Dublin, and his trial 
excited intense intrro'tt from his rank, his 
nge, and from twenty years having elapsed 
since the coinmi-sion of the ofiVnee, Mr. 
\V.ili hud long lived in obscurity ; and the 
trial at last took place at his own solicita- 
tion, either from a wish to dishurlhen his 
mind of the atrocious charge, the prohahi' 
ity of the death of the witnesses against 
him, or hope of the royal clemency. But 
the last was incompatible with the severe 
jus ice about the same time heing executed 
eii the mutineers of Bantry B^iy. 

8. A Margaie-hoy lost on the sands 
near Reculver, aud twenty -three |>ersoiis 
(li owned. 

10. Charles Abbott, late Irish secretary, 
chosen speaker of the house of commons, 
ill place of sir John Mitford, now barou 
Rcdesdale, appointed lord-chancellor of lie 
land. 

12* A king's messenger, on his way to 
lord Cornwallis, was attacked by tw 
Wolves near Boulogne, who tore otf the 
lips of the horses. 

15. Tne petition of 200 of the princip -. 
booksellers of London presented t«i parlia- 
*nent against the high duty on paper. 


24. A puffing advertisement appeared, 
offering to disjiose of a Queen Anne's J'n ^ 
ihirtfff lor which 700 guineas had h eai cf- 
fered and refused ; alleging that ii was 
one of the only two coined in that queen's 
reign. This, however, was a mistake, if 
not an artitice to enhance the price. Mr. 
l.eake, in his “ History of English Mo- 
ney,” says that in queen Anne’s reign 
” there were some few copper haifpenne 
and farthings coined,” and gives a descrip- 
tion of them, pp. 405-6, Lond. edit., 1745. 
From this it appears lialfpence are as 
rare as farthings, and neither are so much 
»o, as to bear any extraonliiiary price. 

Two attempts recently made by an ui- 
ceiidiury to set fire to the town of Boston 
In New Flnglanti. 

Mut\ 8. The lord-chancellor determined 
that Bibles printed by the. king's printer in 
Scotland could not be sold in England, 
but might be exported. 

The sons of a noble earl (^Ann. /ify., 
xliv. 376), one of whom was breeding to 
be a hrichiayer., and the otlier a tanner, 
have been lately seduced from these em- 
[doymeuts by their sister, to the great mor- 
Lification of their father, who is disapimint- 
ed in his favourite scheme. 

Pic Nic Si rvKii. — ^This season, says 
the Annual Register, has been marked by 
a new species of entertainment, common to 
the fashionable world, called a Ptc Sic 
supper. It consists of a vani ty of dishes. 
The subscribers to tlie entertainment have 
a bill of fare presented to them, with a 
number against each dish. The lot which 
he draws obliges him to furnish the dish 
marked against it, which he either takes 
with him in his carriage, or sends by a ser- 
vant. The proper variety is preserved by 
the taste of the maitre d'hotel who forms 
the bid of fare. 

24. Edward duka of Kent appointed go- 
vernor of Gibraltar, in the room of the late 
general O'liara. 

27. Pkack of Amikns. — Nearly six 
mouths had elapsed since the agreement 
to the preliminaiies of peace : during which 
time tlie country had been kept in a state 
of anxious sii'»peuse, and no dinr.nut on 
could be made in tne war establishments. 
The leading leatnre of the defidtive 
treaty was, that France retained all her 
conquests, while the acquisitions of Eog- 
luiiil during the W'ar were all given up, ex- 
cept the island! of Trinidad ami ( eylon. 
The. territories of the Porte were maintain- 
ed in their integrity ; tlu*se. of Portugal 
placed in the same situation os betme the 
war; the republic, of the Seven Islands ac- 
kuuwh-dged ; MnUa and its dependencies 
were re^^'red to tlie kii ghtn ot Si. 
Jerus.ilem, under certain re.^tiic^lous. 
French agreed to evacutte Naples and the 

Romaa states ; and the British, Porto rer* 
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rajo, and all the ports possessed hy them in 
the Mediterranean and the Adrialic. Such 
were the leading stipulations of this tem- 
porary adjustment. 

29. Civi i.-List 1)BBTS.-It appeared from 
the report of a parliamentary committee that 
a debt of no less than 900,000/. had been 
contracted since the passing of Mr. Burke’s 
reform bill ; and that during the whole 
period of Mr. Pitt’s ministry the provisions 
of that act had bt^en total y disregarded. 
A sum. however, was vott^d for making 
good the difieieiicy. Two tiays after, Mr. 
Manners Sutton, solicitor to the prince of 
Wales. m.»<le a mi>tion concerning the 
claim t»f his royal highm ss, during his mi- 
nt»riiy', to the revenue of the uuchy of 
Corn wall, amounting to 900,(*00/. The 
chancellor of the exchequer o; po.sed the 
motion. He objected that the house was 
not ciimpetent to d« cide on the legality of 
the claim ; hut if that was alioweU.ihe ex- 
])ense of the e<iiicanori ami iiuiinttMiance of 
the prince ought to he deducted. Mr. Fox 
hehl that ti.e piince had a light to be m.iin- 
tam. d and educ ited hy his father, and 
that the saoif account ought to be render- 
ed of the revenues of Cornwall as liad been 
done ot thuM* ol the hl^hop ot Osnahurg to 
the nuke of York. After much di-scusHioii 
by the law-officers, the claim was got rid 
of, hy moving the order ot the duy» which 
Was carried hy 160 to lOd. 

Jpr, 2. Dierl, at Bath, lord Kknyo.n, 
chief justice of the court of King's bench, 
over wh.ch he had presided since the death 
of Maiisfirdri, in irS8. His lonKhip was 
inferior to his preriecessor in eiotpience, but 


Galilean church, the first consul went in 
grand procession, drawn by eight horses, 
to the cathedral of Notre Dame. 

1 9. Sir Edward Law, created lord Kl- 
lenborough, appointed lord •chief-justice of 
the Kiug’s-beiich. 

27. An amnesty, with the exception of 
those who had borne arms against France, 
in favour of the emigrants. They were 
not to interfere with the arrangements of 
property made previous to the amnesty ; 
hut they were restored to such remains of 
property as still remained in the bauds of 
government. 

29. Peace proclaimed in the metropolis. 
.At night a brihiaut illumiiiation. 

May 3. $t. Domingo and its chiefs, 

Toussaint. Christophe, and Dessalines, 
sutanitted to the French. 

5. Clvop.itra’s coffin, head of the TThe- 
ban ram, and other Egyptian curio.sities 
St nt home by lord Elgin, landed at Poits* 
mouth. 

6. Rev. George Markham, third son of 
the archbishop of York, obtained 70U0/. 
damages against Mr. Fawcett tor cn wi. com, 
Mr. Flrskine was counsel for the plaintiff'; 
Mr. Best, for the defemlaiit. The crimin.d 
iatercourNe had existed Hve yeitrH before its 
discovery, when Mrs. Markham had become 

I the mother of nine children. It wits aa 
aggr.tva'ed case, from a long and contidea- 
tial fi ietidsitip having subMsted Irom in- 
fancy between the paities. 

7. Thanks to Mu. Pitt.— M r. NichoHs, 
seconded liy Mr. Jone.s, inoveil an address 
to the king, thanking him for removing 
.Mr. Pitt from his councils ; upon which 


re.s|>ei'tat>ie ior intcguty and patience in his 
juilicial capacity. He alwavs rnas ift st^d 
a sleni di>like to the b.w practices of jelti- j 
foggers. to the pur>>uits ot g.imldeis. and i 
to ihchexu d irrcg-ilaiitie.s of the higher or- ! 
ders, as tviiiced in cases of seduction and 
atluitery. 

5. In bringing forward the budget, Mr. 
Addington annoiinctMl the ubandoiiint nt of 
the income-t ix. The national ilebt was 


lord Belgrave, s<coiided by .Mr. Thornh>n, 
moved an amendment to the effect tliat it 
was to the energy of the king’s cooiiciU 
the country was iudehted for the | rotecti"n 
of the constitution from foreign and do- 
mestic foes. On a division, the amend- 
ment was carried by 222 against 52. Sir 
Robert Peel next moved a vo’Ctif thanks to 
Mr. I’itt, which wa.s carried by 211 to 52. 
These motions hsd the late which m ght 


stated to amount 1o mi It ions, Uing an ! 
increa.He of 400 millions during the ]>reseni j 
reign. 

9. Bank Restriction Act continued. 

12. A moti HI by sir Francis Burdett, to 
inquire in^o the conduct of the late minis- 
ter, rejected hy 207 to 39. 

18. Fre* r;u Concordat. — The principal 
articles of Sis agreement with the pope 
were the esta dishrntL ut of the free exercise 
of the Kmnan catholi'* religion ; a new di- 
v'siun of the French diuct ses ; the (•ishups 
to he Dominated by the first consul, and to 
take an oath of fidelity to the republic; 
the bishops to appoint the cures, but under 
conffimation hy the governnaeiit ; catholics 
; ermit^ed to make endowments to churches. 
To coarmemorate the settlement of the 


be expected, and were ill timed. P.ul a- 
mtMit couhl not pa^-s a vote of censure on 
the late ininiMter, whom they hail with bnge 
majorities supported, wiihuut passing 
Vote of censure on thcmMelves. 

8. Buonaparte chosen first consul for 
life, with liliert) to choose his sneevs-Hor. 


Registers were opened in every communi 
throughout France on the «//we •iay% 
the suffrageH of the nation taken ; when 
there ai peared the va^t majority 
3,577,2 .j 9 citizens for, and only 90/4 
Mgaiiist, these innovations 
xii, 413). In the 1ribunatc> Caiuoi wa> ih** 
only dissPiUieiii. On these great honours 
being Conferred upon hmo, Buonaparte re- 
miirkiiig on the inconstancy of furtu.itf> 
said(./«>i. //i^^,xliv.206),“ How many sw 
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those on whom she has lavished her favours 
that have lived a few years too 

13. Grand debate on the peace in both 
houses of parliament, but without any 
novelty of argument. No one affected to 
be proud of the treaty of Amit iis, but such 
was the general im[>reRsion of the necessity 
of peace to the country, and the impossibi- 
lity of obtaining better terms by a pro- 
tracted contest, that lord Grenville’s mo- 
tion in the lords was negatived by 122 to 
16. In the commons a similar motion by 
Mr. Windham, impugning the terms of it, 
was negatived by the still greater maioritv 
of 276 to 20. ^ 

17. Slavery re-estahlished in the colo- 
nies by the French legislature. 

20. A deNtruftive fire in Woolwich 
Warren, suj^posed to be the work of an 
incendiary. 

24. A bill for the abolition of bull-bait- 
ing lost in the house of commons by C4 
to 51. It was opposed by Mr. Wiiidham, 
who contended that horse-racing and hurt- 
ing were more cruel and immoral than 
bull-haiting or prize fighting. 

27. Mr. ('anning’s motion against the 
importation of fresh negroes into Trinidad 
negatived. 

29. Mr. Pitt’s Idrth-day commemorated 
at Merchant Tailors'-hall by a meeting of 
900 noblemen and gendemen ; cail Spen- 
cer in the chair, who gave as a toast, — 

“ The pitot u^ho votthrreil the gtorm for- 
getting, as Mr. llel.sham observes, that the 
“ storm was not weathered till the pilot was 
th own overboard.” 

June 3. Parliament voted 10,000/. to 
])r. .fenner for the introduction ot th.e vac- 
cine inoculation ; and 1200/. to Mr. Great- 
heail, a ship-carp^nter. of Soudi Shicdds. 
fur the contriv.ince of the litV-hoat. 

26. First stone of the London Docks 
laid by the chancellor of the excherpier. 

28, Parl'.ameut prorogue<l by the king, 
and next day dissolved by proclamatiuii. 

2. Died at bis house in Sianhope- 
streel, colonel Hauiik, who began his par- 
liamentary caieer cunteniporaiirously with 
his countr}'inan, Mr. Edmund Buike, and 
•icnuired celebrity by his energetic o]>posi' 
tion to the American war. He Irad long 
Held the sinecure, worth 3000/. a-year, of 
Clerk of the pells, which Mi .Addington 
at his death, gave to his son, then a youtV 
at school {Jnn, Heg» 430). Barre hac 
been blind twenty yeaia. hut c< ntinuecl 
cheeri'nl companion to the last. 

The king of Sardinia abdicated hii 
throne in favour of his brother. Buona< 
parte soon af ef, under tho prttext tha 
the people had a right to choose their owi 
annexed Piedmont to France, 
1 j. The election for Westminster ter 
®*t»ated in favour of lord G.aidi9er am 


dr. Fox — Mr. Graham, an auctioneer, and 
he poptilar candidate, declining the fur- 
her prosecution of the contest. Immedi- 
itely the result was declared, the mob 
>eg.in the demolition of the huntings, ap- 
rropriating to themselves, agreeably to 
mmemorial custom, whatever parts of the 
itructure they could carry off. 

Monarchy in France. — The French 
:nvernment was making rapid strides to 
lionarchy. By a decree of the 12th, a 
ind of nobility was established, under 
he name of the legion of honour, each 
iiember receiving a salary pmportioiieil to 
is rank. Soon after a senatus consu/tum 
ras published, organising a new constitu- 
ioii, which wa.s accepted at a single sitting 
ly the legislative body. It einpowered 
he first Consul to name his colleagues, to 
hooso his successor, and appoint forty 
uernbers of the senate, the whole number 
f which was 120. anil prescribe the only 
ubjects on which they should deliberate. 

29, Mr. Byng and sir Francis Bimlett, 
fter a severe contest, elected members for 
Middlesex, in opposition to Mr. Mainwar- 

2,5. Buonaparte prohibited the cir- 
ulation of English newspapers : immedi- 
ately the order was issued the police 
usited tire coffee-houses and reading- 
rooms. seizing the English journals. A 
war of abuse had been curried on for some 
me between the Engli**h press and the 
Mnniteur^ the official organ of the consular 
■ovorninent. 

28. Toussaint, the late chier of St. 
Domingo, imprisoned at Paris under the 
etext of conspiring against the French 
•vernment. 

3d. The Preston jubilee celebr.ded with 
great pump and festivity ; it is held every 
wenty-ono and this is the eiubt- 

.•enth siiue \he incoiporatum of the guild 
inder Edward 111. 

Sep. 3. Mr. Fox rect'ived with great 
respect by Buonap, rte at the Tuderies. 

The number of English at Paris esti- 
mated at 1 2,000. 

21. Dkscknt hy .\ Parachotb, — M. 
GanuTin, who had lately ascended in a 
balUnni from Kanelagh. Yauxbail, and 
LawiEs cricket-gruund, undertook this day 
to descend in a paiucbwte. It was made 
of canvas in the form of an umbrella, 
having at the top a large flexible hoop of 
ulK>ut eight fet diameter. Beneath 
this was a bankel, or tube of wicker-work, 
in which the anonaut was seated. The 
ascent was made from rioar North Au<l!ey- 
street ; and at the height of 4000 leet 
Garnerin cut the cord, and the parachute 
separated from the balloon, lledesceuiied 
with great rapidity : and, fi un the 
tion, and almost horicontal position of m 
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parachute and basket, the aclveufurer ap- 
peared in the utmost danger. Alter a few 
inomt^nts of painl'iil suspense to the spec- 
tators, he alighted, wit)u»ut serious injury, 
in a field near St. Paiicras church. 

28. At Sturbich fair, a false alarm of 
fire ! ’* was given at the theatre, which 
caused such a rush to escape, that four 
persons were trampled to death and thirty 
hruisid. 

Oot, 1. Buonaparte interfered as media- 
tor in the subsisting differences between 
the smaller Swiss cantons. 

2. A famotts rubber, iiitmod Schinder- 
rannes, apprehended. He had long spread 
terror on buth banks of the Rhine by his 
daring exploi;s ; and w.is supposed to have 
forinetl iiiinself on the model of the Carie 
I^loore of Sehiller. He robbed only the 
rich, especially Jews and the clergy, 
and gave part of bis huoty to the poor. 
He ha<l a gang of 2()t) under him, hy one 
of whom he was betrayed. 

The k.ngof Spain annexed to the royal 
domains all the property of the Knights 
of Malta in his dominions, and declared 
hims. If grand-master of the order in 
.Spain. It WHS a new obstacle to the ex- 
ecution of tile treaty of Ainieus, and was 
Mtp}H)scd to be done at the suggestion of 
France. 

13. A swindler, under the assumed 
name of the hon. colonel lIo|>c, com- 
p etely duped ra-my people at Keswick, 
and Contrived to marry the famed *• Beauty 
of Buttcrmere.’’ His n al name was John 
Hatfield, a married man and uiicertificated 
baiikiupt. 

21. The bishopric of Osnuhurg, which 
only beb^uged alternately to llie house of 
Brunswick, wa**, by a decree of the (ier- 
mau diet, secularijieil, uixl annexed to Ha- 
nover, in exchange for some territories of . 
the ehfctorate. 

Sov. 1. During the perfiirmance of /V- 
rouHC at the Preston theatre, when the 
hero fired at the Indian, the wadding 
Cutered t.be thigh of the l.jlter (Mr. Baii- 
nermao), whicti causeil mertific^ition, of 
whichjie died. 

6. After an interval of thirteen months 
since the signing of pieiiminaries of peace, 
general Andreossi arrived as ambassador 
from France. 

An English tiewspapt*r called the Jrgus 
is now pitbltihe<l at Paris, which is un- 
ceasingly 'ccupied III abusing the govern- 
ment and )it'«fple of this country. The 
editor is named Go'dsmith, formerly pro- 
prietor of the Aihion aewsjm; or in Londofi, 
and translator of the Crimes of Cat>i- 
nets.” 

Lord Seaforth h;ia introduced into the 
Writ Indies the seeds of the (ralin that 
produces tiiO fibres fram which the cord- 


age and cables, called in the East Indies 
gomootoo, are manufactured. 

16. Mektinu ov tukNkw Paui.iament, 
— The new members elected were unu.su- 
ally numerous — they amounted to 184, of 
whom 145 were English, 14 Scotch, and 
25 Irish. The elections had been carried 
on in Liverpool, Nottingham, Norwich, 
Westminster, and in Middlesex, with con- 
siderable heat, and even violence. At 
Norwich Mr. Windham was thrown out, 
and Mr. Main waring for Middlesex ; in 
Westminster, Mr. Fox, the ** /rieiid of the 
people,” had a sharp contest with the po- 
pular candidate. Upon the w'hole the 
VVhig party wras strengthened ; but there 
was no division on the address in either 
house of parliament, though the royal 
speech foreboded a renewal of the war: 
Mr. Abbot was unanimously rechoseii 
speaker. 

Tukasonabi.k Con-spiracy. — Colonel 
Dt'spard, who was lately discharged from 
Cold- Bath-Fields prison for seditiou.s 
practice'', was apprehended at tlie Oakley 
Arms, Oakley-htieet, Lambeth, with thirty- 
six of his I onlederates, principally con- 
s’stiiig of the Itbourmg classes — KnL'lish, 
Irish, and Sco tch, and among them three 
.soldiers of the guards. After several pie- 
vituis ixaininatiuns befiire the piivy-i’oun- 
cil, the colonel ami fourteen others were 
fully Committed to take their trial (or higli 
tieasun before a special commission. 

2D. In the court of king’s bench, Hain- 
lyn, a tinman at Plymouth, was sentenced 
to three months* imprisorinient, and tt> pay 
a fine of 100/., for offering 5fr. .Adiling- 
ton a bribe of 2000/. to procure lor him 
the place of land-surveyor. 

Der, 10. Lord Klleiiiiorongh ruled that 
no witness should he hound to answer any 
question which tends to di grade himself, 
or to show himself to he infamous. Tins 
doctrine was W'armly oppugtied by Mr 
Erskme. but bis loruship afiirined it to be 
the law of England. 

20. A ji>bb»ng gardener, who for twenty 
years had lived in a cave or hermitage on 
the liorders of Sydenham-common, near 
Dulwich, and acquiied the appellation of 
the “Man of the Wo<)ds,*’ was baibar- 
oU'ily nii rdered by the gipsies of that 
neigtihourhood. 

Annuai, Obiti:auy. — The Rev. Aitbnf 
0‘Lenry, 73, a popular catholic clerg\m »ii, 
and founder of St. Patrick’s chapel,. Solm. 
At Dublin, John Fiirgibh-n, e**rl of Clare 
lord chanci llor ol Ireland, amt a states- 
man deeply engaged in the coercive policy 
of the Irish government. John 
MA)., 72, author of ‘ Zeluco/ and buoks 
of t*avels. Alexander Geddes, LL.D., <'5, 
a learned Roinau catholic, who, under the 
patronage of lord Petre, commenced a new 



GEORGE 111. A.D. 1802. 


C83 


and literal tranination of the Scriptures^ | 
which was not iiuich encouraged either by 
the divines of his own or of ihe prott stani 
faith. VVelbore Ellis, F. R. S , lord Men- 
dip» b0« one of the Pori laud p>irty> and 
often referred to by Junius in not very 
respectful terms. At Lucknow, in the 
East indies, general Claud Martin, who 
beq|Ueathed a fortune of 475,000/. almost 
eniirely to charitable uses. At Woburn, 
much respected, Francis duke of Bedford, 
37 ; bis grace sunk under a surgical opera- 
tion for hernia ; he was never married, 
and was succeeded in his title and estates 
by his next brother, lord John Russell, 
foseph Strutt, 65, author of ** Sports and 
Pastimes.’* At Paris, M. de Calonne, the 
celebrated finauce- minister of Louis XVI. 


rt'VLIC STATUTES. XXXIIX. TO XLIlI. OF 
OEOllUE 111. 

33 Geo. III., c. 1. To prevent the cir- 
culation of French a>8ignaiHj also the 
export of arms. 

Cap. 2. Kx^xirt of naval stores re 
strained. 

Cup. 13. Determines the commence- 
ment of acts of par’d iinent by directing 
the clerk of parliament to cndojse the date 
of the royal assent to every statute, which 
endorseiiit nt fixes the time of commence- * 
inent. unless some other time is fixed in 
the act itself. 

Cap. 27. Traitorous correspondence 
bill {ejrpircd). 

Cap. 54. Fcr the encouragement ofj 
fn- luily societies. 

3 1 (ie<>. III., c. 23. Establishing n copy- 
right in designs and pi iiUs of linens, cottons, 
calicoes, &c. 

Cap. 83. Controverted elections in par- 
liament, relating to the time of presenting 
and considering petitions. 

35 Geo. ill , c. 34. Idle persons may be 
sent by magistrates to the navy. 

Cap, Idl. PreveiitK the removal of poor 
pmons till they become actually charge- 
able. 

Cap, 124, W’oolcorahcrs allowed to 
follow their own, or any other trade, in 
any part of the kingdom, wiihout being 
liable to removal from their new places of 
residence till actually chargeable. 

36 iivo. III,, c. /. For belter preser- 
vation of ihe king and goVeni nent against 
treasonable and seditious practices. 

Cap. 8. For the prevention of seditious 
meetings (erph-rti). 

Cap. 9. For preventing riotous oh- 
structioos to the free passage of gram, and 
the bringing of it to market. 

23, Allowing occasional relief to 
the jHior in their own 


Cap. 60. Regulates vendh g and making 
of metal buttons. 

37 Geo. 111., c. 43. Restriction of pay- 
ments ill Kpecie by the Bank of England. 
(anfe, p. 602.) 

Cap, 119. Negroes not to be chattels for 
the payment of debts in the British Ame- 
rican colonies. Before this act negroes u ere 
liable to be taken in execution for debt. 

Cap. 127. Shortens the time of notice 
for meeting of parliament ; regulates meet- 
ing of, in case of demise of the crown. 

38 Geo. Ill,, c. 78. Restiict ng the 
printing and publishing of newspapers. 

39 Geo. III., c. 79. For suppressing 
seditions societies and practices. 

Cap. 110. Augmenting salaries of judges 
in V\estminster-hatl. 

39 and 40 Geo. HI., c. G7. Union be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, (p. 621 
and pos/,) 

Cap. 88. Regulates the disposition of 
the private property of the king, accruing 
from his privy-purse, and those small 
branches of the crown revenues not sur- 
rendered in lieu of the civil-list allowance. 

Cap. 93. Regulates trials on high trea- 
son, and misprision thereof, 
j Cap. 98. Prohibits all trusts and direc- 
' tions in wilL, whereby the profiis of real or 
ixusoiial estate are settled to accumulate for 
a longer term than twenty-one years, or 
during the minority of any person living or 
in vrnfre sa mere, at the tiiiiC of the death 
of the grantor or testator. This act ori- 
ginated in the eccentric will of Mr. Thcl- 
lusson (p. 604), the validity of which be- 
came a su'oieci of protracted litigation. 

41 Geo. III., c. 15. F dr taking a census 
of the population of Great Britain. 

Cap. 62. Declaring who is disqualitied 
for sitting and voting iu the huu>e of com- 
mons of the united kingtlom ; and wh.it 
oBices in Ireland disqualify from being 
meml>ers of parliament. 

('an, 63. Persons in holy ord»rs de- 
clartxl ineligible to sit in parliament. It 
arose out ot the return of Home Tooke 
(anie, p. 6-7), wh>', however, was sufiered 
to retain his seat tdl the dissolution of par- 
liament, in the following year. 

('ap. 107. Secures the copyright of books 
to the authors or th. ir assigns in the 
united kingdom. Ireland h.id no copyright 
act prior to this stature. 

42 Geo, HI., c. 1. Grants premiums 
on ships employed in the southern whale 
tishery. 

Ca|». 42. Repeals the income t.ix. 

Cap. 73. For presci\ing he.dth and 
morals of persons employed in cotton-nulls. 

HKVENl K, DBBT, T iXKS. 

m war of L"93 was entered into with 
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sanguine expectations that it would be of 
short duration. In u military sense France 
was far from formidable; her army in 
1792 did not exceed the usual peace esta- 
blishment of 130,000 men, audits strength 
was greatly impaired by the emigration of 
its principal officers, as well as by the ge- 
neral relaxation attendant on a continental 
peace of thirty years. All the chances of 
the content were in favour of the allies ; in 
the number and discipline of their armies, 
in extent of tinancial means, and the sta- 
bility of their governments, they possessed 
a decided superiority ; a single campaign 
seemed sufficient to humlde the French, to 
march to Paris, and re-establish the mo- 
narchy. These anticipations proceeded 
upon the old common-place data of poli- 
ticians, without contemplating the revo- 
lutionary resources of talent, energy, and 
enthuNiavm — issues of assignat, levies 
en masse, and confiscations of pro;)erty, 
about to be placed at the disposal of the 
new rulers of Frmce. 

During the tiist four years of the war no 
extraordinary fiscal expedient was resortrd 
to ; the deficiency in the taxes was sup- 
plied by annual loans, which rapidly in* 
creased from 11,000,000/. in 1704 to 
32,500,000/. in 1707. In the latter year 
the war-taxes, chiefly from the increase in 
the ass^'Sbed taxes, amounted only to 

3.000. 000/.; but the great loan of 1797, 

combined with tther causes, depressed the 
3 per cents, beluw 48, and rendered a new 
system of finance necessary to the support 
of puidic credit. Upon this emergency Mr. 
Pitt resolved, by a great increase of the 
war-taxes, to raise a large portion t»f the 
supplies within the year ; the putdic, from 
the increase of riches, and the general 
proS]>eriiy, being well able to bear adili- 
tional imrdeiis. This plan was vigorously 
acte<l u))0:i ill b> the impositiwn of 

the income-tax, which at once raised the 
war-taxes to 12,000.000/.; in 1799 to 

17.000. 000/.; in 1801 to 17,000.000/. ; and 
in 1802 to 19,000,000 /.— Preg nt 
State of England, p. 22 ) The increase of 
taxes, however, caused no relaxatiou in 
the system of borrowing; greater the 
means placed at the disposal of govern- 
ment., and greater the expenditure ; tdl at 
length the war-iuans amounted to upwards 
of torty mil ions. 

The following statement from Dr. Ha- 
miltufi {ing urg into the Sationai Debt, 
^rd edit pp. !57« 269) exhibits the sums 
raised by taxe^ and loans from the com- 
mencement of the w .r in 1793 to the 
i)€race of Amiens : — 

Yeare, Bg Taxee* Bg Loam, 

C £ 

1793 17,170,400 4,500,000 


Years. 

By Tbjwf. 

By Loom* 


£ 

£ 

Car. for. 

17,170,400 

4,600,000 

1794 

17,308,811 

11,000,000 

1795 

17,858,454 

18,000,000 

1796 

18,737,760 

25,500,000 

1797 

20,654,650 

32,500,000 

1798 

30,202,916 

17,000,000 

1799 

35,229,968 

18,500,000 

1800 

33,890,464 

20,500,000 

1801 

35,415,096 

28,000,000 

1802 

37,240,213 

25,000,000 


£263 ,714,731 £200 ,500,000 

The total sums raised by taxes and 
loans was 464.214,731/. ; deducting from 
this sum the probable charge, had peace 
l>een preserved, of 18,000,000/. per annum, 
it shows the war-expenditure to the 
peace of Amiens to have amounted to 
284,214,731/., being an average yearly ex- 
penditure on account of hostilities of 
28,421,473/.. 

Principoi, Interest, 
254.306,435 10,8M,973 
"endonso'i 6-9,467,529 27,043,625 

Increase 375,161 ,094 16,174,651) 

Extraordinary* as these financial exer- 
tions were, we shall find them greatly ex- 
ceeded ill the second period of the revo- 
lutionary war that began in 1803. 

COUMKKCE, SIIIPIUNU, AGUll UI.Tt'KB. 

As no market of im(>ortaiiCe was closed 
against Kngland by the breaking out of 
the war, British cimiiiurco cuntimied 
steadily to increase after its eommeiire- 
ment. In 1793 there was a mercantile 
revulsion and a great number of failures, 
but they were unconnected with the war, 
and aruve fiuin tiie specnlatiuns in corn liy 
some great houses, uiid the general spirit 
of uver-t.adiiig during the nine antecedent 
years of peace. After Holland was over- 
run by the French, and forced into the 
war against this country, the shipping in- 
terest wus benefited by obtaining a part of 
the carrying trade of the United i^rovinees; 
but only to a limited extent, as the laige'^t 
ixirtioii of this navigation was translerred 
to neutrals, Americans, Danes, Swede*, 
and Frussians. it was mainly a conti- 
nental, not a naval or mercantile war ; and, 
in coll NetVue nee, the impuU© previously 
giv«n by numerous mechanical discoveries 
and improvements to commercial and ma- 
nufacturing industry coniimicd iinahatfd 
to the peace of Amiens. In the snl>j‘ 
statement it H{>pearK that the official va ne 
of the cargoes exported more than rloul>le‘ 
from 1793 to 1802; and the amouat of 
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tonnage employed in the export trade of 
Great Britain increased ill nearly an equal 


Tcitio : — 



Years, 

Tonnage, 

Falue of Cargoes. 

1793 

1,281,447 

£20,390,180 

1794 

1,557,099 

26,748,083 

1795 

1,400,296 

27,123,338 

179r5 

1.563,105 

30,518,913 

1797 

1,351, .371 

28,917,010 

1798 

1,508,666 

33,591,777 

1799 

1,535.926 

3.5,991,329 

1800 

1,924,042 

43,152,019 

1801 

1,958,373 

42,100,832 

1802 

1,895,116 

46,120,962 

Aokicui.tuhk would 

1, in the ordinary 


course, have beiiefiUd by the prosfierity of 
commerce, had not its iiatuial tendency 
been partly counteracted. The first efiect 
of the war whs to withdraw iVum a^ri* 
culture a portion of labour and capital, to 
produce a rise in the rate of interest, and 
to necessitate the ahaiidonrnent of many 
projects of jni roveiiient, such asdraiii.iges, 
canals, and other iintlertakiii^s dependent 
fur success on a low rate of interest. The 
scarcity ol capital was partly remedied hy 
the Bank Restriction Act ami increased 
issues of pnpvr inuuey ; but another cause 
oj'ciMled (lisiitlv.nitageoosiy. This was the 
uuMvourableoess of the seasons. In th 
ten Vi ill's, fr<»in 1/'.13 to ISU^ iiitlosive, 
theie w re Oil y three good li.irvests ; the 
rest u lavourald* , In 1703 the season was 


waste or common, leaving one-fifth part 
open to a general enclosure act. 

The following stiteinent will elucidate 
the condition of labourers in husbandrv in 
the {leriod under notice ; it is the weekly 
expenses of the family of an agricultural 
labourer, consisting of fij persons, being an 
average of the expense of 65 families of 
labourers in difierent parts of England, 
collected by Sir F. Eden in 1796: — 


d. 

Bread, flour, or oatmeal . 5 

Yeast and salt ... 2 

Bacon or other meat . , 2 

Tea, sugar, and butter • 2> 

Soap 3j 

Candles 0 4 

Cheese • 0 

B* er •• *•■••03 

Milk 0 3 

Potatoes 0 7 

Thread and worsted . , . 0 


Kxclu^ive of rent, fuel, clothes, deaths, 
hirths, and sickness which made the aver- 
age expense amount to 36/. 14*. 4(f. a- 
year. 

Wages, l oth in husbandry and skilled 
trades, were greatly advanced by the high 
price of provisions in lbOO-1 ; those of 
labourers fu ly one-half, and those of the 
carp niter, bricklayer, mason, and plumber, 
ro e to above double the rates mentioned 
oil a funnel .^casion (p. 567), 


tavourabie ; III 1 794-- >, a partial d» ticiency pricks, consumption, MORTAi.iTy, 
ni liicli year; Prices of Pihiic Stocks in January; 

O!>*l-I«00 l.a.1 r.u.ubor of Uankhvvis m each Year! 

ISUl-J, / ,,,,, 

■S/,.., »/ y. I.JO ) As ».■> roe ii, , 
piui , occasiolU'iI by a hail narvest, 1 h not 
:ui etpiivaleut luf a defic:eiu*y in the CiopS, 

If iH ( iivioi'.'. th it the Seaso is were against ; 
agiic Uuiid improvement. | 

The bm kwardiie.ss of agriculture and I 
In^ii price of wheat in 179.5-6 o:igiiiafed. j 
ill 1797, a parhiiiiKMitarv inquiry into the 
waste-lands of the kingdom, and the p.iss- 
i!ig of enclosure acts In tlie Report of 
the romtiintee it is stated, that the first 
eucloMire act, aecoiding to the modern sys- 
tem, was pas.Htd in 1716. (./mm, Heg, 

xxix. tll.'i Only i ne otln r act passed _ ^ , r. « , i 

in Queen AiiiieV rvigu. The niimler oi , \ B-mk of England; 

acts PUSS...1. Hi»I acres of lai.J eucWd. ep , Nua.Wr ef Harr.As B._k.. c to 

to 1 fU7, i. staterl <u follow, )' = 

Mild the pounds weight ot Ika soul at the 

S.ile^ of the East India Ci inpaiiy ; — 

Ytnr, Cirnt/atiOM, lire/’. Tea, 

£ 

1793 IK376,9S0 7.202,314 17,3^4,6S7 

1794 10.51.5,401) 7,011.813 ID.IU 013 

1795 1 2. 439.850 r.t9i7.30* 21 307 ,t 09 

, 1796 9.9SyS,I50 7. 549. 213 20.577,^)4 

11797 10,394,450 7,912,561 18,780,031 

1798 12,638,2^0 7,954 UM 92,811.271 


IV. 

SprrC/, 

/^k. 

India, 

Bks. 

B7. 

1793 

76 

172 

l>3 

1304 

55 

17 

68 

159 

20 1 

816 

54 

i: 

63 

152 

184 

703 

81 

1796 

69 

176 

•216 

760 

80 

1797 

,55 

141 

170 

."69 

62 

1798 

48 

118 

148 

721 

54 

1 799 

53 

1.38 

163 

5.56 

75 

1800 

61 

155 

197 

745 

127 

Tsdl 

.58 

151 

‘201 

852 

128 

1802 

68 

183 

‘211 


67 


Reign, 

Acts, 

Acres, 

Anne 

2 

1,439 

Ceo. 1. 

16 

17,660 

Geo. II. 

226 

31M.778 

Geo. in. 

15;Vi 

2,804,197 


The Committee estimated the acreage 
ol England at 46,000,000; of which 
E2U0,0U0 acres were common fields, and 
’mperfectly cultivated, and 9,800,000 
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Year, Circuiation, Beer, Tea, 

£ 

1709 13,174,645 7,982,601 24,070,340 

1800 15,945,825 6,759,803 23,378,816 

1801 15,389,695 6,427,5*0 24,470,645 

1802 16,142,155 6,714,693 25,144,171 


PuiCKS of the following articles of con- 
sumption, exclusive of the duty, were as 
follow : — 


Year, 

Coals, Cojffee, 

Flour, Suga\ 

c. Tea, 


pr chal, prewt. 

prsack.pr cu. 

't, per lb. 

1793 

100 

38 

43 

20 

1794 

100 

38 

42 

20 

1795 

100 

48 

34 

22 

1796 

134 

80 

58 

26 

1797 

126 

45 

51 

24 

1 798 

138 

45 

58 

26 

1799 

170 

45 

59 

30 

1800 

128 

90 

34 

24 

JSOl 

150 

130 

55 

26 

1802 

110 

70 

33 

21 

Newcastle coal ; 

coflei . 

the 

highest 


priced Jamaica; sugar, raw brown Ji 
inaica ; tea, Bohea. Prices are stated in 
shillinj»s, except tea, which is in pence. 

Cattle and Sheep sold in Smithfield 
Market, with the Christenings and Burials 
within the London Hills of Mortality : — 

yV. Cuttle, Sheep, Burials, Chstgs, 

1793 116,848 728,480 21,749 19,108 

1794 109.448 ♦ 119,420 19,241 18.689 

1795 131,092 745,640 21,179 18,361 

1796 117,152 758,840 19,288 18.826 

1797 108,377 693,510 17,014 18,645 

1798 107,470 753,010 18,155 17,927 

1799 122,986 834,400 18,134 18,970 

1800 125,073 842.240 23,068 19.176 

1801 134,516 760,560 19,374 17,814 

1802 126,389 743,470 19,379 19,918 

The increase of burials in 1800-1 was, 

doubtless, partly caused by the deaith, ap- 
proaching to famine, of these years; it is 
by connecting such effects with their 
causes that a value is given to statistical 
tables. 

canal-navioat:ov, port of L0NIX)N. 
The first efforts to extend internal navi- 


I and uncertain channels for the conveyance 
of merchandise. The ascent of them is 
laborious ; their banks and 1 eds are con 
stantly undergoing changes by the shift- 
ing of sands, and the action o( the current, 
and of Hoods ; they are often impassable in 
summer, from drought ; and in winter, 
from inundations. These difficulties in 
the way of river-navigation sugge.sted the 
expediency of abandoning the channels of 
most rivers, and of digging parallel to them 
artificial channels, in which the v/htei 
might be kept at the proper level by means 
of lockH.— (J/ CW/oeVs Com, Diet., 211.) 
The first lateral canal of this t*ort in Eng- 
land was begun 1755, for improving the 
navigation of Saukey-brook on the Mersey. 
But it is to the Duke of Bridgwater, and 
his celebrated engineer, James Brindley, 
that the country is chietiy indebted fur ihis 
description of internal navigatiitu. Pos- 
sessing valuable coal-fields on his estate 
at VVorsley, seven miles from Manchester, 
but the sale for which was diminutive, 
owing to the expense of transport, the 
duke sought to obviate the disadvan- 
tage. He first thought of making >Vor- 
sley-brook iiavigahU to the Irwell, which, 
was itself navigable to Maiichester ; hut 
was diverted fiom the project by Mr. 
Brindley, who was aware of the inconve- 
nivnee of river conveyance, and whose fa- 
vourite idea was that *• livers were chieMy 
valuable to feetl navtgalile ranaN.” Acting 
oil the suggestion of this bold and inge- 
nious engineer, the duke coiistiucted a 
level canal from Worsley to Manch< ster, 
Carrying it over the Irwell by an inpieiluct 
39 feet high. The canal in 1761 w.is ex- 
tended by a side-branch running through 
f'heshire, parallel to tl»e Mersey, and tail- 
ing into that river at Huncurn. by which a 
safer and cheaper conveyance \>y w.iter 
was opened from Manchester to Liverpool. 
Immense benefits resulted from these r u- 
terprises ; the price of coals was rerliiced to 
one-half at .Manchester ; the r.des of car- 
riage from that place to Liverpool had 
heietofore been 12*. per ton by the 3lfr- 
scy, and 40r. per ton iaiitl-carriage : l»y act 
of Parliament the duke was limited to the 


gation were directed to the widening, 
dee]>enin^. and otherwise improving the 
natural rivers of the kingdom. In 1635 
Mr. Sandys formed a project fur rendering 
the Avon navigable, through the counties 
of VVarwu’., Worcester, and Gloucester, 
*Mhai the towns and country might be 
l>etter su)»plitd vvnh wockI, iron, pit- 
coal, and other comm .d dies.'* .Siitiilar at- 
UmfiU, in other districts, continued to be 
made for a century later; but for the most 
part with inilifferent success. Rivers not 
coifimujiieating direct with the ses, and 
unaided by tha tid«> mostly form expensive 


charge of 6«. per ton on hi«< canal, which 
was a hjieedier and \»etter coiivt-yancc. 

Notwithstanding the gr%at reduction in 
the price of coals at Manchester, and the 
rates of carriage to LiverjKX)!, the iioblo 
proprietor realised, as ho deseived to do, 
an immense reveiute from his spirited un- 
dertakings ; and the success which attend- 
ed them gave a wonderful impulse to canal 
navigation. In 1766 Mr. Brindley was 
employed to connect the Trent and Mersey 
by a canal, called the Grand Tiunk Canal, 
bill he dbedln 1772, five years before the 
completion of this undertaking. He hu 
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foimed fte W«fc «t \omvng Ibe (out great I 
ports ot Lon(ton, VAMeT\)ooV Um\o\) e.nd 
Hul by ((rand canats, from vrblch subsi- 
diary branches mi|^ht be carried to conti- 
guous towns ; — a muguiticent conception, 
that was subsequently realised, though he 
did nut live to see it. 

The west riding of Yorkshire was early 
d stinguished by efforts to improve internal 
navigcttion. The communication between 
the Mersey and Humber by the Grand 
Trunk Canal is circuitous and tedious ; 
and another more northerly line of com. 
munication was formed, not less circuitous, 
certainly, but with the advantage of pass- 
ing through the chief seats of the cotton 
and woollen manufacture. A canal was 
opened from Liverpool, by the way of 
Skipton, to Leeds, thence communicating 
at Selby, by the Air and Cahler naviga- 
tion, with the Humber. This gigantic 
work was begun in 1790 : it took forty-six 
years to complete it, and cost 1,200,000/. 
(Sta/isfics of the British Empire^ ii, 187.) 
Notwithstanding its enormous cost, and 
the competition of other lines, it has be- 
come, contrary to what was long antici- 
pated, remunerative to the shareholders. 
Thv? most extraordinaiy canal undertaking 
in this part of the country is the Huchdale 
and Huddersfield canal, carried over the 
central riilge tliat separates Yorkshire 
Jrum Lancashire. The summit of the ca- 
nal u feet above the level of the sea, 
being (he highest elevation of any canal in 
tlie kingdom ; and is carried through a 
rocky mountain, called Standedge, by a 
tunnel three miles in length. In spe.'iking 
of t.tis gigantic work at the {renod of its 
com; letion, the Annual Register says, ** \ 
crntnry ago the Vork.shire hills were w'ith 
(litiici.lty passed on horseback ; they are 
luiw crossed by three navigable canals, on 
which a million of inouey has been ex- 
jamded.'* 

The profitable returns fmm (he Bridge* 
water and other canals had the effect of 
j^enerating a spirit of hpeculution. In the 
sutnnier of 1792 there was quite a rage for 
these imdertakmg't ; and the shares in the 
(»raud 'rruiik, the Stiiiirbridge, liirmiiig- 
liain, F.izely, and other canals, rose to 
I'iiiinnous premiums (p. 50 1\ The cunsc* 
quence was that many projects were en 
tend upon without due consideration 
ciilier as to their cost or iitiiity ; they were 
Ibe schemes of adventurers, who only 
s*ought to profit by the prevailing intoxi- 
cation, and many became the dupes o; 
tlieir exaggerated representatious. 

1 be peii*»d iiniler notice was also re* 
»na»kablo for the gre.\t improvements ef- 
keted in the ports and harUitirs of iht 
Kingdom, These partly resulted from Ihe 
t'xtcusioD of caual navigation, but more 


litecUy trom live va&l \nama ot 
mA cumraetce. Tbw was ut'CiAiarly tVe 
sase w»(h the Port ov Lonuox. U wa, 
only after the termination of the American 
war, and the loss of the transatlantic colo- 
nies, that the commerce of the river 
Thames began rapidly to increase. At 
the commencement of the 18th centur)s in 
the year 1700, exclusive of the coasting- 
trade, the 

Imports amounted to . £4,875,538 

Exports to . 5,387,787 


Total .... £10,263,325 
At the middle of the century, in 1750, the 
Imports were • • • £5,54().;')r>4 

Exports 8,415,218 

Total .... £13, 95), 782 

So that in half a century the exports 
and imports together had increased only 
3,692,456/. But in the six years from 
1790 to 1796, the trade of the port of 
London, notwithstanding the war, increased 
more than triple the amount of its advance 
during the first fitty years of the ceuiur)', 
as appears from the following statement : — 

Imports and Exports, 1790 £22,992,095 
Idem 1796 33.282,046 

Incrca.<»e • • .£10,289,951 

In 1796 the exports and imports of all 
the out -ports of England amounted to 
l7,476,9r>3/.,or al>out one-half the trade of 
the port of London. The accommodations 
for this vast increase in the traffic of the 
Thames became quite inadequate, it lieing 
prior to the erection of those magnificent 
wotks, the London and the East aud West 
India Docks, with their vast piles of ware- 
houses. Al)out 13,000 vessels arrived an- 
nually in the river; their cargoes had to 
1)0 landed at what were termed the /ega/ 
quays, twenty in number, extending from 
lAUidon-b ridge to the Tower; or, if these 
were insufficient, at the sutTerance- wharfs 
on the opposite side i>f the Thames. It 
was only the .smaller craft that could ap- 
proach the quays ; all the larger ve.ssels 
were obliged to deliver their cargoes by 
the means of lighters, as colliers cuntimie 
to do. The American ships, and tlie ships 
lu the West India trade, employed light- 
ers, The East Inc.ia ships discharged 
their cargoes into deckerl boys belongmg to 
the Company. The delay in the delivery of 
cargoes was often very great ; and in par- 
ticular sv asous of the year, when the Pool 
was cn>w«led with shipping, tlie Ci*utusion 
was indescribable. Innumerable opportu- 
nities were allorded for pidage. fraud, and 
embettlenient The revenue sutiered, and 
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individuals sustained immense losses from 
depredation and the exposure of their pro- 
perty on the wharfs ; sugars and other va- 
luahle commodities often remaining for 
months unprotected uiK)n the quays, six or 
' eight hogsheads high. In 1796 a parlia- 
mentary committee was appointed to de- 
vise reineoies for these disorders, and bet- 
ter accommodation ftjr the increased trade 
of the river. But no legislation followed 
the appointment of this committee. In 
1799 the subject was revived ; and the 
present doi^k system was entered upon in 
good earn st, by passing an act for the 
eretthm of the West India Docks (39 
Gen. HI. c, 69). in a year or two after, 
{vitif Jan. 18l'4) acts were pas^Jed for the 
erection of the Loudnii and E«st India 
Ducks. These, with the establishment of 
the Thames police, efiected a complete re- 
volutiuii and vast iinpiovemeiit in the na- 
vigation of the port of London. 

Census of thk Population. 

It shows a remarkable inditTerence in 
the Legislature tu tcunnmical inquiries of 
great pu Uc interest, that no ineasuie was 
adopted for ohtain ug an authentic emime- 
ratiun of ihe jteople t ill the year IbUO. Prior 
to that time the population ot England 
Was a matter of cuiijeclure, and very dis- 
cordant upiuinns were entertained on the 
subject by public writers. it was the 
Opinion of l3r. Price, supported hy suine 
ingenious remarks on births and burials, 
that there had been a gradual decline in the 
populou'ness of England since the re\olu- 
tion of 168.S ; and that at <)iu time he 
wrote, about 1780, the numler of peo| le 
in E ngland and W’ales amounted only to 
4,763.000, being 737,000 less than Gre- 
gory King's fs imate of the population in 
1699 {ante p. 266). This statement ex- 
cited great attention, and eiicouiit*red a 
sbar]i opfiosition Irom those wiio were san- 
guine ill their represenhitions of national 
pro^fierity. Arthur Young justly intV rred, 
from the pr ogress of improvements in 
agruTihiire, in manufacture'*, tuid in com- 
merce, an augmeiiiaiitin m the miml»er of 
the jieople. Messrs. Eden, Howlett. and 
W'ales entered the li'*ts against Dr. Price, 
to show that the public returns on which 
he relied fn, the verity of his conclusions 
were most erroneous, and his^ reasonings, 
betides, were illogical and inconclusive. 
These rejoir lers had the effect of reviving 
the public spirit ; and the friends of Dr. 
Price were so far impressed by them as 
to be reduced to a sUce of sceptical su.v 
|iense, in which they arlrnittvd the ‘‘uncef* 
tainty of the present populatioii.** Parlia- 
ment, however, still remained quiescent; 
either from euperstittuus notions of the 
impieif of inquiry into the numbers of 


the people, or reluctance to betray the de* 
solateness of the country to the enemy, 
they took no steps to . solve remaining 
doubts, and the statistical controversy on 
the subject was kept up, with little inter- 
mission, to the end of the century. It 
might nett have been then terininaied by 
an authorised investigation, had not the 
severe distresses of the people in 1795-6, 
and more acuttdy in 1800, forcibly sug. 
gested the importance of aNCertuiuiiig whe- 
ther they were occasioned, or in what 
degree, by an increase in the number of 
consumers, or 'a deiicirncy of agiiciiliural 
proiliice ? The results of the p irliarnent* 
ary inquiry satisfactorily showtd that the 
people had increased, were increasing. >irid, 
in the opinion of some, ought tu be dimi- 
nished, either by emigration, moral re- 
straint, or some other of the preventive 
checks of Mr. Malthus. 

The Population Act, introduced by Mr, 
Abbot in 1 800, has been repeated at every 
decennary period dt»wn to 1831. Availiiig 
tumself of the returns of births, niar- 
riage.s, and deaths, obtained under these 
acts, Mr. Finlaysoii has drawn up u state* 
intMit of Iht; progre8> of the popniation 
through Ihe whole of lh».* last century. 
From tiiis statement, which is snhji/itud, 
it H{ pear^ that popularion rather dedined 
III the first ten years after 1700, and that 
it only iiicreH^eii slowly tlurmg the trim- 
quit reigns of (teorge 1. and ii. In 1760 
the iiihahitantH of towns began rapidly 
to multiply, from the. powerliil iuiiiiUe 
given to commercial and iiianufacturing 
iinlustry by iiieeh-uiical inventions. 

Progress ot the Popnlatitvn of Engl ind 
.and U ales Irom the \ertr 1700 t*) l&OO: — 


lV«r. Pupulotviu, 
1700 5,131,516 

1710 5,0»)6,337 
1720 5,315,351 
1730 5,087,993 

1740 5,8j9,705 
17.50 6,039,684 


Year, Populato/u. 
1700 6,479,730 
17''0 7,227,586 
1780 7,814,827 

1790 8,540,738 
1800 9,187,176 


For more detailed returns of the popu- 
lation in 1801 and subsequent years, see 
1831, when the latest census was taken. 
No complete census of the jaipulation ot 
Ireland was taken till 1821. 


Union with Iuklano. 

The chief epf»ch« tn the history of Ire- 
land lip to the present era were the great 
revolution in the landed property ot the 
kingdom under the Protectorate of Oliver 
Ooinwell (ante p. 247) ; the Treaty of 
Lim*‘rick in 1691, whtch guaranteed to the 
'*atholirs the religious iminiicities eiij"}cd 
under Charles H. ; the ♦fibrts of the Iiisli 
volunteers in* 1782 to obtain from the Eng- 
lish government a free trade; and succes* 



QSORQB 111. A.D. 1802. 


630 


live mitigations, in the course of the reign i 
of Gieorge 111., of a penal code, that not i 
only sulnected catholics to sefere religious 
disquulincatiousy but interdicted to them 
the ordinary rights of property, inherit* 
ance, and marriage. In 1793 catholics 
were admitted to vote for member| of par- 
iiamtmt. It was only by a violation of the 
articles of Limerick that they were ex- 
cluded from seats in the house of com- 
mons. During the reign of Charles II. 
catholics sat in parliament, and they were 
only excluded by a statute of William 111., 
which required the members of both houses 
to take the oath of supremacy. As the 
Irish house of commons assumed to be 
iiule{)endi‘nt of the English, this statute 
did not extend to Itelaud, but it was ac- 
quiesced in, and catliulics ceases! to sit in 
parliament. The Iruh house ot‘ commons, 
indeed, for a long period after the Restora- 
tion, was not legislative; it was a mere 
council placed at the arbitrary will of the 
executive government. It met only every 
two year.s; and the members held their 
seats, not by triennial or heptennial elec- 
tion, hut during the pleasure of the crown. 

The close of tlie lelielliuu ol‘ 1798 offered 
to Mr. Pitt a favourable opjKjrtumty for 
terminating the separate existence of the 
Irish parliainent. The loyal part of the 
population were alarmed by the evidence of 
foreign coniiexioiis which that disastrous 
expei imeiit disclosed ; and itiaiiy who had 
engaged in the stnigglc, and were dis- 
traeieil between the fear of punishment 
and the hope of mercy, were gUd to pur- 
chase safety by Hcipiiesc- nee in the minis- 
ter’s ^ch» me. The catholics were seduced 
by delusiie hopes of emaneipatiou : and 
whhe the i*st,ii)li^hed church was assured 
of its ascendancy, protection was hebt out 
to He ^tartans. To lord C’astlereagh, under 
the guidance of the viceroy, the marquis 
Cornwallis, was confided the ojierative part 
of procuring the concurrence of the Irish 
p irliameiit. The principle upon which the 
chief secretary proceeded was that of pre- 
veniing lost and of securing benefits to those 
poxsC'ised of (loliti^'al iuRiieiice. Some, 
like sir Jonah Barrington, however, re- 
fiised to be won, and preferred the glory of 
legislative independence — though it *ha«l 
never been productive of benefit to Ireland 
—to tlie rnont reductive lureii of the mi- 
nister. 

Lord Cattle reaghV first object wat to 
introduce into the houat* of coinmont, by 
meuis of a Place Bill, a tufiicient Dumber 
of dejeudetitM to lialatice op^Hisitiun. He 
next openly amumticcd a scale of oewfea* 
M/io/i, to all who chute to accept it, fur 
the lots of patronage ami intere-it. First, 
be proposed that tu every itoblemaD who 
returned iMmber* to parltameoi idtoidd W 


paid 15,000/. for every member he le- 
urned. Secondly, that every member 
who had purchased a teat in parliament 
should have his purchase-money repaid to 
him by the Irith treasury. And, thirdly, 
that all other members, and those who 
were lowers by the Union, should receive 
full compeittaiion for their losses. In 
order to carry these objects into effect, 
1,600,000/. was raised by taxation on the 
people of Ireland to buy up the interests of 
their represeatatives and of the borough 
proprietors. ^ 

The sums paid, as stated by sir Jonah 
Barrington, to the following (Hitioric A/e- 
moirs of Ireland, ii. 342), will elucidate the 
scale of compensation : — 

Lord Shannon for hisj 
patronage in the Com.> £45,000 

mons j 

The marquis of Kly . 4"), 000 

Lor.l Cli.nmvn,, be- 1 23,000 

sides a pet-rage . . 1 ’ 

Lord Beividere, besides) 
his douceur . . . / * 

Sir Hercules Langrishe 15,000 

By this mode of procedure the obstacles 
which hail opposed tlie lcgi^lative union of 
England and Ircdand were removed. Sir 
Jonah Barrington sayji {lliktorxc Memoirs,, 
ii. 37b ) that twenty-five members who hail 
sticct-ssfully op{>osed the union in 179'J v<4ed 
for it in IbUO, making a cLrterence of lilty 
in its favour. In England there was some 
ditierenceofopiuivui astuits;>olicy. Mr. P'ox, 
as before noticed, was against the union, 
tm the ground that the indux of lush 
members into the imperial parliament 
would be kv> much addiiioiial weight 
placed at the diNpo’^al of the crown. Lords 
Holla al, Thanet, and King si;:ned a pro- 
test agamst the union in the upper ho‘.t<.e 
{Ann. lletf.t xli. 201). Tin-}' relit-a on 
precedent ; alleging that the unitoi w.th 
Scotland was a source of discunteut and 
tumult; and that tlie Scvitch peers jxiti- 
tioiied for its dissolution six years after it 
was concluded. 

Mrn ov Lkttrhs. 

William Rol>ertson, D D., modern his- 
torian, 1721 — 1793. ** History of Scot- 

land tluring the Reigns of Queen Mary 
and James Yl,*' 2 vuls. 4lo., 1759 ; *• His- 
tory of the Emperor Charles V’,” 3 vols. 
4to*, 1769; ‘‘History* of Aiiurica.” 2 vols. 
410., 1777; Disquisition concerning the 
Knowledge which the Ancients had of 
India,'’ 4to.. 1791. 

Horace Walpole (earl of Orford), l/lo 
—1797. “Royal and Noble .\uth.ns, 
17 )8 ; ** Anecdotes of Painting,*’ 2 vois. 
4to., 1/61 ; *• Castle of IKranto,'’ 17(»o; 
** Huilofic Doubts of Richard HI* LbJl $ 
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A collective edition of Walpole's Leiters 
and Manuscript Works was published 
in 1 ill 5 vuls. 4to. 

James Bruce.. Abyssinian traveller, 1730 
—•1794, Travels/’ 4 vols. 4to., 17UG. 

John Hunter, eminent anatumist, 1728 
—1793. Natural History of the Teeth,” 
4to., 1771 ; Observations on the Animal 
Kconorny,” 1786; ** Treatise on the Blood 
and Gun-shot Wounds,'* 1790. 

Geori;e Col man, dramatist and essayist, 
1733— 1794. 

Tht>mas Reid, Scottish divine and me- 
taphysician, 1710 — 1790. “Inquiry into 
the iiumaii Mind on principles of (Com- 
mon Sense,” 1704 ; “Kssa}s on Intel- 
lectual Powers of Man,” 1780; “Kssitys 
on the Active Powers,” 1788. 

Kilward Gibbon, Homan historian. 1737 i 
— 1794. '• Declineand Fall of theKomaii i 

Kmpire,” 1st vol. 4to. 1776, 2nd and 3rd 
vols. 1781, and the rcMiiaiuiU]' 3 vols. of 
this ^reat work in 1788; “ Miscellaneous 
Work>,” 2 vols. 4to., post humous, ui 1796. 

\\ illiam Mason, jioems and biography, 
1725-1797. 

Kdmuud Burke, celebrated orator. i/ilO 
—1797. Vind teat ion of Natural So- 
ciety,” 1756 ; “ Kssay on the Sublime and 
Beautiful,” 1757 ; ** Animal Register, ** 
vol. i. 1753 {vuU p. 004) ; *• Short .•Vccount 
of a Short Adininistration “ Thoughts on 
the CauMf of present Discontents,” 177U; 
“ Retlections on the French Revolution,'* 
1790 ; •• Letter to a .Member of the National 
Assembly,” 1791; *• An Appeal Irointiie .\ew 
to the Uhl Whigs ; ” “ Letter to a Noble 
Lord on his Pension;'’ Thoughts on a 
Regicide Peace ; ” “ Letter to Sir Hercules 
Langrishe on the Catholics,” 1792. 


Robert Burns, Scottish poet, 1759 — 
1790. 

Joseph Milner, sermons and church his- 
tory, 1744— 1797. 

Hugh Blair, Scottish divine, 1718 — 
1800. “Sermons,** 1777 ; “Lectures on 
Compos^n/* 1783. 

Jones, lawyer and oriental- 
ist, 1746—1794. “Do Poesi Asiatica,*’ 
1774 ; “ Legal mode of Suppressing 

Riots,** 1780 ; “ Dialogue between a 

Farmer and a Country Gentleman,** 1782; 
“ Ordinances of Menu,” 1794 ; with va- 
rious paperl in the Asiatic Researches. 

James Boswell, 1740 — 1795. “ Account 
of Corsica,'* 1708 ; “ Life of Samuel John- 
son, LL.D.,” 2 vols. 4to., 1790. 

Joseph Strutt, artist and antiquary, 
1749 — 1802. “Regal and Kcclesiastical 
Antiquities of Kugland/* 4lo., 1773 ; 

“ Biographical Dictionary of Kngravers,” 
2 vols., 1780 ; “ Dresses and Habits ot the 
Knglish,” 4to., 1792 ; “Spoils and Pas- 
times of the People of Kngland,” IbUI. 

James Mavpher.soii, Scutti.th writer, 
17.18 — 179b. “ Fragment'i of .Vncieut 

Poetry,” 1700; “ Poeins of Gssiat^” 176.J. 
Mat'phvrson was also author of seven I 
historical works, and of a prose translation 
of Hitiiier's Iliad. 

William (‘owper, ]>oet, 1731 — 1800. 
“ Tirucimiim,” a poem ; “ The Task,” 
1785 ; Translation of llorqer into blank 
vei''!*, 2 vols. 4ti»., 1791. 

Erasmus Daiwm. physician and poet, 
1/21 — 1802, “ Botanic (tardeu,” I78l; 

“ Zooiiuiina, or Laws of Organic Lite,” 
1793 ; •• Phih/sophy of Agriculture and 
Gardening” 1801. 


GEORGE 111. A.D. 1803 to 1816 

The second period of the grea revolutionary war was terminated by the 
decisive battle of Waterloo, uud the settlement of Kurupc under its ancient 
dynasties. Itii- pregnant with grand miliUry achicvemciits. Directed by 
a chief of transcendant geniu!«, Frmcc overpowered in rajod suceessiuii 
the continental states, and aspired to the glory of universal dominion. 
England singly stood forth to chnllcuge her ambitious pretensions, and 
sought, by her maritime preponderance, like Carthage of old, to limit her 
territorial encroachments. A second Punic war ensued, distinguished by 
wonderfi ! vicissitudes, but the sequel of which, contrary to that recorded 
of the memorable struggle of the rival commonwealths of the Homan era, 
terminated in the ' ignal triumph of the naval power. 

The Tjeaty of Amiens was never consummated. A hollow' peace was 
agreed to, but confidence was not inspired, and both combatants remained 
with lancc at rest, ready to renew the conflict. France complained of the 
n m-cvacuation of Malta ; England rejoined tliat the evacuation of tlie 
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island to the kmghts of St. John of Jerluialem had become impracticable, in 
consequence of the ponduct of France and Spain, in having destroyed the 
independence (tf the Order by the sequestration of its revenues. Other 
and more serious grounds of mistrust and irritation subsisted between the 
two nations. Misled by a military education, the First Consul sought the 
greatness of France cbiefl|||li|i|^ extension of empire, and was unceasingly 
occupied in projects of ag^radisement, in forming secret alliances, in 
fitting out expeditions hostile to England, in annexations of territory, and 
in sending out exploratory missions to Egypt, and even to this country*. 
I'liese proceedings excited the suspicion and jealousy of England. More- 
over, a ix)werful war-factian existed, which had from the first deprecated 
the |)eacc of Amiens either as dangerous or inglorious, and seized every op- 
portunity to aggravate the differences and, if possible, produce a rupture 
between the two countries. Tiie British press was the chief instrument 
employed. Buonaparte's character and ]>ersonal history were depicted in 
revolting colours, and his own unguarded demeanour afforded plausible pre- 
texts fur the exaggerations of party writers. Naturally arrogant, and 
elated and restless by his sudden elevation to supreme power, he betrayed 
a petulance and want of dignity unworthy of his high station. He person- 
ally insulted the English ambassador, questioned the right of England to 
meddle in continental affairs, and, in soldierly gasconade, boasted that 
Britain could not contend singly against France. The last, more than the 
infliction of any real injury, or the violation of any compact, produced a 
renewal of hostilities. National pride was hurt, and the prejudices of the 
people roused ; so that the second war began, like the first, with the 
popular sanction. 

The situation of the two countries was unfortunate : they could neither 
live at peace nor effectually wage war against each other. Like quarrcl- 
!it)ine boys on the op])08ite sides of a brook, they could only throw stones at 
a distance. All, however, that coidd he done for mutual injury and 
annoyance was pronipliy executed. England swept the seas of the enemy, 
a id look possession of her colonies; France seized Hanover, despite of the 
(!• clanition of George III. that he was at war only as king of England, not 
as German elector. Contrary to international usage but on the plea ihat 
French ships had been captured pri<ir to a declaration of wrar, Buonaparte 
arrested all the English in France, detaining them prisoners of war. 
Much individual suffering waa thereby occasioned, as well as from the inter- 
ruption of commerce in the north of Germany. Spite and hatred could 
>‘uggcftt nothing further in the first year of hostilities, and the Wlligerents 
were com|>elled to sit down, growl, gnash their teeth, and hurl reciprocal 
defiance. Napoleon revived the threat of an invasion, and England sought 
to subsidise a new' coalition on the Continent. Animosities wcie exas- 
perated by the conspiracy of Pichegru, Georges, and other royalists, lamletl 
from' England to assasrinate the First Consul ; and the duke d’Enghieii l)e- 
came the victim of the retaliatory vengeance of the French ruler. It paved 
the way, already not much imi)etied, for the assumption of the inijrerial 
dignity by Napoleon, who became, in May, 1804, emperor of the French, 
>^ith power to choose Ms successor. 

In the same month an important change took place in the British coun* 
^ils. Mr. Addington ^first sought the auxiliary aid of Mr. Pitt; but that 
f^ntlemaD| adhering to the ndc of bis outset in life of “ not accepting uuy 
• YiiW tha DaclaiiUton of War, Mav la, 1803, 
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subaltern aituation^^’* declined copartnership: only the premiership 
\vould satisfy his ambition, and, in the existing position of political parties, 
it was sujfficient that he willed it. Up to the present, Mr. Pitt hud 
given ministers his parliamentary support; but,, thinking the time had ar- 
rived for resuming the helm, he joined the opposition of Mr. Fox and lord 
Grenville, whicli forced Mr. Addington to |^ign. Mr. Pitt’s second 
ministry was popular in the nation, but weak in parliament. His political 
character suflered by the abandonment of the catholic question — to which 
the Grenvilles adhered — and the exclusion of Mr. Fox. He sought to 
strengthen himself by raising Mr. Addington to the peerage, and by his 
appointment to be lord-president of the council. This union was short- 
lived, viscount Sidmouth dissenting from the minister’s scheme to screen 
the delinquencies of lord Melville from punishment ; ami soon withdrew 
from his administration. 

Amidst these difliculties and disagreements was the disastrous c(»nli- 
ncntal war. The impatience of the British government liad hurried 
Austria into hostilities before the arrival of the Russians, and without con- 
cert with Prussia, or even ascertaining whether that power intended to he 
neutral, friendly, or hostile in the struggle. The result was almost ma- 
gical. With his maps and compasses, Buonaparte planned the destruction 
of the Austrian forces ; and what he had warily conceived in the Tuiieries 
he executed in the field with the celerity and force of tlie tliunflerholt. 
General .Mack was surrounded at Ulra, and compelled to surrender, by the 
armies which, a short time before, had been asscmiiled in Holland and on 
the coast of Brittany, for the invasion of England. Confounded by the 
masterly tactics of the French emperor, Vienna was abandoned to tlie con- 
queror, which he entered; and, before the conclusion of clo.scd the 

campaign and the war, by the victory of Austerlitz and the Treaty of Pro- 
hurg. The signal defeat at Trafalgar was the only reverse susluined by 
the French arms in this year of splendid successes ; and this victory Eng- 
land dearly won by the loss of the most generous and brave of lier naval 
warriors. 

The death of Mr. Pitt formed the opening occurrence of ISOG. It was 
sought to replace him by one of his colleagues, the earl of Li\erpCH>l, hut 
his lordship declined the premiership ; justly concluding that tlie slender 
materials left by his late superior were of too little weight, either in jiarlia 
inent or in the country, more especially as they were disunited among 
themselves, to form a stable administration. Recourse was in consequence 
bad t 4 ) the |>olitical combination denominated the “ Old and New 
sition,” headed rcsjiectivcly by Mr. Fox and lord Grenville, whose in- 
fluence and piinciples arc dcscrilied in the Events and Occurrences. 
Though the Grenville Ministry was a combined firm, established by the 
union of three sections of politicians (viJe Feb. 5, 180(5), and supported 
by the coundeuce of the aristocracy and middle ranks, still it was Irorn 
the first weak, in not having the favour of the court and the populace, and 
in being actively opposed, through the agency of corpvj^rations and the 
Press, ty monoixdists and displaced ofiicials. Moreover, it trusted (on 
much to high principles, that conciliated only the minority of the en- 
lightened, while A committed itself irredeemably with the multitude hy 
acts savotiring of pecuniary greediness or constitutional violations.^ The 
c&ct waa manifest in the cold reception given to its supporters in tlie 
* Belsbam’f History of George ilL, xii. 
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geaeral election that followed the death of Mr. Fox, in the autumn. The 
adverse position of affairs on the Continent augmented its embarrassments. 
Buonaparte was pursuing a career of unchecked aggrandisement, by 
cstablisiiing the Confederation of the Rhine, changing the republic of the 
Seven Islands into a monarchy for his brother Louis, and placing his 
brother Joseph on the Ihrone of Naples. We were embroiled with 
Prussia, who had seized Hanover ; and began hostilities with the Turks, 
in which we were worsted, to compel the Porte to make peace with our 
ally, the emperor Alexander, who had been the aggressor in the war. In 
the height of these entanglements was fought the great battle of Jena, 
which at one blow laid another kingdom at the feet of the conqueror. The 
humilialioii of the court of Berlin was beheld without commiseration. De- 
spised and insulted by the French, at war with England, hated by Austria 
for her wavering and seliish policy, Prussia had l)ecn left singly to contend 
against her giant opponent, supported chiefly bv some reminiscences of 
military glory derived from the Great Frederick. ' Before the close of the 
campaign the French eagles had ])enctrated beyond the Oder, where the 
affair ot Pultusk w ith the Russians showed that they had still enemies to 
combat not unworthy of their daring. 

Mr. kox died in September, leaving a chasm among his colleagues that 
could not he iilled up by any of equal weight and pf)pulaTity. Like his 
rival, he expired amidst continental reverses; the rc(juicm of Piit being 
the victory of Aiisterlitz — that of Fox, tlic overthrow of Jena. In ciuht 
months the leading politii ul parlies had lost their chiefs under whom they 
had pertinaciously combated for twenty years. They had been divickd, 
however, rather by views of intcrot or hereditary predilections tlian con- 
flicting principles. Ambition linked Mr. Pitt to the court; aristociaiio 
syii'.pathies and companionship, Mr. Fox to the whig families. Both weie 
men of the constitution as settled in 1688, with this diftercncc, that, e oi- 
irnry to the cxmimon impression, Mr. Pitt was less apprehensive than his 
i>pponentuf the ascendancy <»f the democratic branch of the governmeiu. In 
tiieir notions of external policy there was no divergence. Tlie maintenance 
ot a balance of ])ow(‘r in Euruj)t‘, by continental alliances, was the cummoo 
pivot; and Mr. Fox trod closely in the steps of his predecessor in 1S(>(5, 
when he made war on Prus.'.ia mid Turkey, and refused to treat wiih 
France for jicace unless in concert with our Russian allv. Parlies founded 


on principle.^ may he hereditary, but factions usually expire with the in- 
terests that have handed lliem together. This would have been the con- 
summation of the Fox and Pitt combinations, hut that the. interests whicii 
divided the leaders descended, with their auimosities, to their followers, 
^<'n>ing them long after hosiilely confederated. 

The Grenville ministry did not long survive the loss of the foreign secretary. 
They bad not been more successful in their negotialioiis for peace than their 
predecessors, and the tv’cnls of the war were unfavourable. A ditTeronce w itli 
the king on the removal of religious tests, that kepi a large ]X)TUon t»f his snh- 
jecu in a state of civil disqualification, was the ])roximate cause of their dow ii- 
fall. It wa» not, however, for the maintenance of a juinciple that ilicv were 
dismissed — that they concedctl to the monarch’s scruples ; hut for the prt'til- 
loss ostentntiou of recording one in the cabinet proceedings. Intriguers, 
availing themselves of this punctilio, slipped in: a wn'iclnnl cry «)f tiie 

Church in Danger^* was got up ; the sense, of the inxiple w as taken by a 
general election, at the height of the popular delirium ; and the w iu, 

1 « 
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tlie firm establishment of the Portland Ministry, of which Mr. Perceval 
was the leading member. 

This was in the spring of 1807. Meanwhile Napoleon was waging 
against the Russians a bloody war in Poland, which was terminated, after 
the sanguinary conflicts of Eylau and Fricdland by the peace of Tilsit. 
The romantic king of Sweden was our only remaining ally. Despairing of 
mastering us by the sw'ord, the French emperor resolved to dry up our 
pecuniary resources, which, he affirmed, had been the bribe and fahulum 
of all the coalitions that had been formed against him. Dictator of conti- 
nental Europe, he sought to exclude British commerce in every port and 
place to which his power or influence extended. He began with his 
Berlin decree, issued in November, 1806 : it was followed by others in the 
present year, dated at Milan. Orders in Council were promulgated by the 
English in retaliation, and the effect of both was the destruction of neutral 
commerce. The war had assumed such a character of bitterness, that the 
rights of nations were not respected by either belligerent, nor even by 
powers at peace. Russia unjustly wrested Finland from Sweden. Eng- 
land began her infractions of international law by a piratical attack on four 
Spanish ships of war in 1804, and crowned her turpitude in 1809, by the 
bombardment of Copenhagen and the seizure of the Danish fleet. Justice 
was outraged on all sides ; the peaceful pursuits of commerce everywhere 
interrupted; and the enjoyments that result from the reciprocal intercourse of 
nations abridged, merely because of the rancorous hatred of two govern- 
ments; for the war had become entirely objectless; neither party had 
power to injure the other : England was indisputable master at sea, and 
France on land. 

About the year 1808 imperial France reached her meridian greatness. 
In that year the sway of the French emperor was more absolute in power, 
and more extended and indisputable in territory, than at any subsequent 
j)eriod. His empire was surrounded by a cordon of vassal kings of bis 
own creation, or by federative unions of which he was tlie Mediator or 
Protector. Prussia existed only as a matter of grace and favour ; Austria, 
three times conquered, was fearful to incur his displeasure ; while Russia 
was bound by her late treaty to co-operate with him in his j)Ians for the 
humiliation of England. About forty-five millions of French, Italian, 
Flemish, and Dutch subjects were directly oboilient to his will, rind thirty- 
eight millions more were influenced by his authority. With all this vast 
power at his command, Buonaparte could never succeed in fully cstablisli- 
ing his CONTINENTAL SYSTK.M. It WBS ouly his immense influences his 
prodigious energy, and a rc.solution steeled against remonstrance or d'sa))- 
pointment, tliat could possibly have seduced him into the undertaking. It 
was the will of one man opposed to the interest of every nation, of every 
individual. British commerce had everywhere its ramifications and in- 
terested supporters. A smuggler’s cove, an obscure creek, or a dark nighi, 
was sufficient to baffle his most savage ordinances, and did baffle them. 
Heligolan 1 became the great depot of English manufactures, and tin y 
always found their way into the Continent despite of Napoleon’s midnight 
sesrehes, and burnings at Antwerp and Hamburgh. 

The anti-commercial war of the French ruler was the beginning of the 
end of his domination. It led to the introduction of French tmops 
into the Peninsula, first under the pretext of excluding British couum nr^ 
from Portugal, and next of infusing youth Ihto the dccrcpid Spanisl» 
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monarchy. In 1808 the celebrated intrigues at Bayonne commenced. 
Charles IV. resigned the crown of Spain to prince Ferdinand, who was 
jealous of the Prince of Peace, an instrument of France, and the favourite 
of the queen and her imbecile husband. Buonaparte, who fomented the 
dissensions of the royal family, procured himself to be appointed umpire of 
their differences ; but, in lieu of awarding the crown to father or son, he 
placed it on the head of a member of his own family. Europe was an at- 
tentive spectator of these extraordinary scenes ; on one side was seen folly 
and weakness almost incredible ; on the other, ambition, subtlet)^ and a con- 
tempt for the opinion of mankind, that excited universal indignation. The 
Spaniards, enraged at the treatment of their princes and the perfidy of 
their betrayer, flew to arms. A bloody insurrection at Madrid showed that, 
however debased they were, they were still capable of resistance when tram- 
pled upon. England, ever watchful to deal a blow to her implacable foe, exult- 
ingly beheld the gathering storm, aided its rising, in which she w^as zealously 
sccondetl by the privileged classes of Spain, especially the priesthood, who 
foresaw in the ascendancy of the French the degradation of their worship 
and the loss of their revenues. Before the close of the year, the supreme 
Spanish Junta was established, and unlooked-for successes attended the pa- 
triot cause. A large French force under general Dupont was surrounded at 
Baylen ; the French fleet mastered at Cadiz ; and the Spanish troops in 
Denmark declared in favour of their oppressed countrymen. * 

The year 1809 was remarkable for events, but not important results. In 
England public attention was engrossed by a parliamentary inquiry into 
the conduct of the duke of York in his office of commander-in-chief. The 
retreat of sir John Moore, and the battles of Corunna and Talavcra, were 
the stirring occurrences of the Peninsula. Austria, availing herself of the 
diversion of the Spanish insurrection, determined once more to try the for- 
tune of war. The struggle was brief, but sharp and decisive ; terminating, 
after the sanguinary actions of Aspcni and Wagram on the Danube, in 
favour of the French, who a second time entered Vienna in Iriumpb. A 
peace followed, in wliicb tbe Tyrolese, wl\o bad risen In favour of Ibe 
Austrians, were unceremoniously abandoned to their Bavarian rulers. Tbe 
elForts of the emperor Francis were sought to \)c aided by a powerfifi arma- 
ment despatched to the Scheldt from England. This was tbe memorable 
Walcherkn expedition, whicb, as it was tbe largest, so it was tbe most 
disastrous of all the British enterprises, and the blame of tbe failure of 
wliicb is shared between the ministers and the otTiccrs they selected fur the 
direction of the undertaking. Great public dissatisfaction was expressed 
at the ill success of this and other measures of government, which was 
heightened by the discovery that intrigues and dissensions bud existed in 
the cabinet, terminating first in the resignation, then a duel between Mr. 
Canning and lord Custlercagh. The duke of Portland dying soon after, an 
overture was made to the whigs, to ca operate in forming a coni'nined juI- 
ministration, which, being declined by that ]>arty, Mr. Ib^roeval hocame 
prime minister by uniting to bis former office of cbancellur of tiic ex- 
chequer that of first lord of the treasury. A national jubilee, to celebrate 
the fiftieth year of the king*8 reign, concluded the annual occurrences. 

Parliamentary iransnciions hold a prominent place in the events of 
IBIO; of which tbe expedition to Walcbcrcu, contests respoe: mg the pri- 
vileges of the bouse of commons, the depreciation of the euneney, ami coin- 
ntercial distresses, took the lead in public interest. A riiiKo cakty had 
i‘ccn gradually acquiring imjtoriancc in the State, whieli disclaimed all 
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connexion with aristocratic interests and associations*. Its chief scat, and 
even birth-place, was the city of Westminster ; and grew out of the mal- 
administration of public affairs, the divisions and selfishness of the factions, 
the corruptions in the public offices, the inequalities and inefficiency of 
the national representation, the sale of seats, and the public defence of that 
sale in the lower house of parliament. Differing from the reform societies 
established about the close of the American war in 1780, it wholly eschewed 
co-operation with any section of the aristocracy, considering the entire 
generation of existing public men, whether Ins or Outs, as formed only to 
mislead and betray, and wholly undeserving the confidence of the people. 
It had another point of distinction, which separated it from the republican 
societies formed at the beginning of the French revolution. Enlightened 
by that great social experiment, and disgusted by the usurpations of the 
French ruler, the ])opular party sought to realise no visionary dreams of 
liberty and equality. Its scope of reform was limited to the pale of the 
constitution, and consisted in the establishment of a government respon- 
sible to the nation, through the medium of virtual representatives in parlia- 
ment, not the nominees of the Treasury, of borough proprietors, and de- 
cayed corporations. 

In the course of the session this party took an active part in a contest 
with the house of commons. The dispute itself was ridiculous in its origin, 
and consisted in a manifest perversion of a clause in the Bill of Rights. 
However, it excited great heat and a violent ferment in the metropolis. 
The house claimed the right forcibly to arrest and imprison an individual, 
not a member of parliament, for an infringement of its privileges. This 
was denied by one of its own members, who was himself arrested and im- 
prisoned in the Tower. A riot ensued, and some lives were lost, of which 
the details will be fouhd in the Occurrences of the year. 

Transactions abroad were not deeply interesting. The conduct of the 
w^ar in the Peninsula Buonaparte abandoned to his generals. Marshal 
Massena overran Portugal ; but his progress was arrested at Torres 
Vedras by sir Arthur Wellesley, who, in the conduct of the Portuguese 
campaign, displayed that rare union of skill and cautious enterprise that 
had made him famous in India and afterwards in Europe. With the view 
of raising up a successor to the “ -empire of Charlemagne,’* which Napo- 
leon boasted he had, under the ‘‘ favour of Divine Providence,” re- 
established, he separated from the empress Josephine, and married an 
Austrian archduchess. One of his marshals was elected crown-prince of 
Sweden, and now fills the throne of that kingdom. The province of 
Venezuela declared itself independent of the mother-country : the ex- 
ample was followed by other trans- Atlantic states, and was the commence- 
ment of a series of sanguinary revolutions in Spanish America. 

The year 1811 was memorable for the commencement of the Regkncy 
of the prince of Wales, at first. with restrictions on the executive power; 
but after the expiration of a year, in full sovereignty. It terminated the 
responsible government of George III., who never recovered from liis 
mental incapacity, to the exercise of the regal functions. No change followed 
in the policy of the government or in its established administration. In 
the course of the parliamentary session there were protracted discussions 
on the state of the currency, and on the commercial difficulties resulting 
from the Orders of Council, which, with the conflicting Berlin and Milan 
decrees, interrupted trade with America and other neutral states. Tlie 
• Vide*' State of Parties,” Jan. 1, 1807. 
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monetary difficulties of the country were very great, foreign exchanges 
were unusually depressed, two prices were apparently on the eve of being 
established, and several landlords in England and Ireland demanded pay- 
ment of their rents in gold, or in paper of equivalent value. A parlia- 
mentary report of the past year had ascribed the depreciation of paper 
money to the redundant issues of the Bank of England ; and suggested 
that, after a time to be fixed, the Bank should be compelled to resume 
payments in specie. Ministers had sufficient influence to jirocure a vote of 
the house of commons negativing the conclusion of the Bullion Commit- 
tee ; and the futile expedient was resorted to of passing an act to inter- 
dict the sale of guineas, for money or bank-notes, for less than their cur- 
rent denomination. Internal difficulties were augmented by the disturbed 
state of the manufacturing districts, arising out of the stagnation of in- 
dustry, and the substitution of machinery for manual labour. The exas- 
peration between the employers and employed rose to such a height, that 
assassinations were not unfrequent ; and armed men, called Luddites^ in- 
stigated by secret associations, went about in the night perpetrating daring 
outrages. These afilictive disorders continued through the spring and 
summer of the following year, and were not suppressed till after a severe 
example had been made of the ringleaders. 

In the foreign transactions of the year there was nothing of remarkable 
interest. The birth of a son seemed to crown the utmost wishes of Napo- 
leon Buonaparte, and afford an earnest of along line of successors to 
the imperial dynasty. The war in the Peninsula he affected to treat with 
indifference, and represented the protraction of hostilities as a politic means 
of enfeebling the British power. In an address to the Legislative Body, 
June 16, he said, “ When England shall be exhausted — when she shall 
at last have felt the evils which for twenty years she* has with so much 
cruelty poured upon the Continent — ^when half her families shall be 
in mourning — then shall a peal of thunder put an end to the afiairs of the 
Peninsula*.” Diis aliter visum ! — it was otherwise decreed. 

Upon the termination of the limitations on the Prince Regent, in 1812, 
an entire change of administration was expected, and that the prince would 
call to his councils those with whom he had through life been personally 
and politically connected. These expectations were entirely frustrated. In 
a letter to the duke of York the prince expressed himself satisfied with 
his present advisers, and further, that he ‘‘ had no predilections to indulge, 
or resentments to gratify.” Notwithstanding this ominous intimation, a 
correspondence was entered into with the Opposition, more, as it would 
seem, in satisfaction of an old obligation, than from choice, and the issue 
of which is stated in the Occurrences. 

The whigs declining, as their principles bound them to do, a copart- 
nership with Mr. Perceval, that gentleman was continued at the head of 
the ministry ; but shortly after he fell a victim to a revengeful assassin, 
who with more passion than reason had assumed the adjudication of his 
own supposed wrongs. Another and more favourable opening was thereby 
left for them, but with no better result ; and in consequence of the failure 
of which the protracted administration of lord Liverpool was established 
m power. In this latter ncgociation lords Grey and Grenville appear to 
have claimed concessions from the sovereign, which, if not unimportant, 
were hardly warranted by their political position and the times. George III. 
^lad effectually shakep off the domination of the aristocracy, which could no 
* Annual RagUter, liii, 330, 
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longer, as in the reigns of his predecessors, dictate to the crown the choice 
of its servants. Moreover, a third party, as before noticed, had arisen, which 
had severed from the great families the auxiliary aid of the populace. 
Up to the present reign the Outs were always supported by the 
])eople ; because, whether whigs or torics, while out, they generally pro- 
I'essed popular sentiments, and in virtue of which the people mostly used to 
restore them to power, after a due course of trial and contrition. Now, how- 
ever, the people were indifferent from which section of the aristocracy the 
sovereign selected his advisers — whether they were lords or commoners, or 
supple lawyers. The last, as most subservient to the court, were generally 
preferred in the time of George III. By the schism between the aristocracy 
and their former supporters the crown became independent of either, and 
had only to secure a parliamentary majority, which it was not difficult to 
command, with its vast increase of patronage, during the American and 
French wars. 

Turning to the foreign transactions of 1812, the most important was the 
grand expedition of the French into Russia, upon the issue of which the 
attention of all Europe was fixed. In this campaign the French emperor 
appeared determined to dazzle by the splendour no less than the magnitude 
of his preparations. He left Paris in May, to join the armies. His pro- 
gress was an intoxicating triumph ; the inhabitants of the countries through 
which he passed, crowding his line of route, gazed upon him as a preter- 
natural being. At Dresden he had convened an assemblage of sovereigns, 
many of them of his own creation. Seated in the palace of one of the 
capitals of Germany, surrounded by a gorgeous court, with his young im- 
perial spouse at his side, he seemed more like a monarch receiving 
his vassals, than a soldier of fortune raised to an equality with kings. 
The adulation was excessive and universal. Meanwhile, his vast forces 
were directing their march from all points towards Poland. Austria, 
Prussia, Italy, the German confederati'on, all contributed their quotas to- 
wards this great enterprise. A human force of greater moral and physi- 
cal power was perhaps never concentrated. Nothing had been apparently 
left to chance, yet everything was unforeseen. The gathering of a 
grand army — a march — a great battle — a victory — an armistice — and 
the submission of Alexander to his arbitrary fiat, were the anticipations of 
Napoleon. All turned out the contrary. The enemy fled before him like 
the horizon ; and his mighty host was worn down by continual marches 
and obstinate battles ; then followed the burning of Moscow and the fright- 
ful retreat through regions of frost and snow. With the resources of 
civilization in warfare Buonaparte proved himself more conversant than 
with those of despotism, aided by illimitable wastes, that afforded neither 
shelter nor sustenance to invaders. 

After various attempts at an amicable settlement, England, in the course 
of 1812, became involved in war with the United States of America. Dif- 
ferences had first arisen relative to the Orders in Council, but these were 
revoked rontemporaneoualy with the declaration of war by Congress. 
The remaiuing points of dispute referred to the right of search, claimed by 
England, not only for goods but British seamen on board neutral vessels. 
As the sovereipty of the seas depended on upholding these maritime 
rights, the British government was as strenuous in their enforcement as the 
French emperor of his continental system. A spirited land and naval war 
was the result, which was carried on, with various alternations of success 
and defeat, both at sea and iU Canada. 
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The year 1813 was one of great events, signalised by the libcratioi? of 
Germany from French rule. France never recovered her continental 
ascendancy, nor hardly an equality of power with her antagonists, after the 
overwhelming disasters of the Russian expedition. The campaign of 
Saxony was opened with a numerous army, consisting chiefly of young 
conscripts, who fought bravely, and even won the battles of Lutzen and 
Bautzen, but unattended with any decisive issue. Russia and Prussia 
alone seemed almost a match for the French emperor. In addition 
to these, the crown-prince of Sweden was preparing to enter the lists 
against his old master ; and fear, or immature preparations, alone kept back 
Buonaparte’s father-in-law. As a preliminary to taking a part in the w^ar, 
Austria offered her mediation, and an armistice was agreed to. It lasted 
upwards of two months, and terminated without an amicable arrangement. 
Proud and inflexible, Napoleon refused to give up Italy and Belgium, and 
retire within the boundaries of the Rhine. Hostilities recommenced, 
Austria joining the allies, who had now a vast numerical superiority ; and, 
after some severe fighting, they succeeded in dislodging Napoleon from 
Dresden, who concentrated his forces in the neighbourhood of Leipsic. 
Here the great battle was fought, in October, which decided the fate of the 
French empire. The defeats of Buonaparte, like his victories, were on a 
grand scale. In the Russian campaign he had lost nearly half a million of 
men. Out of 280,000 he had led into Saxony, he returned to the Rhine 
with only about 70,000. Other disasters entered into this year’s account. 
The duke of Wellington hung upon the French frontier, having by his vic- 
tories driven them out of the whole of the Peninsula, with the exception of 
Catalonia. At Amsterdam and the Hague the old rallying cry of “ Orange- 
Boven” was raised, and the liberation of Holland was secured by the ar- 
rival of a Russian and English force. In Italy the pope was restored, his 
holiness being conducted back to Rome in great pomp, amidst the joyful 
acclamations of the people. About the same time Ferdinand VII . 
was liberated from his confinement at Valen 9 ay, and permitted to return to 
Spain, All things seemed fast returning to their ancient course. Thrones 
and altars that had been subverted emerged from the revolutionary chaos, and 
were compared to the gradual reappearance of mountain or promontory after 
the Deluge. 

The Dagon of France was struck down as by a miracle, and, exhausted by 
their immense losses, the French were anxious for peace. The flower of the 
population had been destroyed in the wars, and there was hardly a family that 
had not to mourn the loss of one or more of its members. In two years 
the tide of victory had rolled back its refluent course from the ruins of Mos- 
cow almost to the walls of Paris. The author of these great calamities, 
on reaching his capital, heard sounds to which his ears had been unaccus- 
tomed. There was not only a talk of peace, but of guarantees against the 
abuses of power. Buonapaite bore himself loftily, declaring that he alone 
w’as “ the representative of the people,” that he was the state*,” and 
dissolved the Legislative Body. This arbitrary demeanour neutralised the 
zeal of all parties. It was the despotism of one man, and the thrones o^ 
his relatives, that were in jeopardy, and the nation would not rise to de- 
fend them. Habits of uncontrolled authority had gained so much upon Na- 
poleon, that he was incapable of listening to any advice w hich w as not m 
accordance with his own plans. He se.emed stumicd by the suddenness of 
his reverses, perplexed amidst the multiplicity ot objects demanding his 
* Hailitt’s Life of Napoleon Bnouaparte iv. 144 
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attention ; and, though he planned much and talked much, nothing was 
practically done ; and when the allies entered France, they found his 
means of defence no further advanced than when he crossed the Rhine on 
his retreat in the preceding autumn. 

The almost expiring struggle of France began in January, 1814. From 
having been accustomed to send out her conquering legions to dictate laws 
to her neighbours in their capitals, she now saw her frontier passed by 
powerful armies, from those very states which she had compelled to pur- 
chase peace by submitting to her rule or co-operating in her plans. Of all 
the nations now leagued against her, there were none, England excepted, 
which had not acted in alliance with her. “ A year ago/* as Napoleon 
emphatically told the senate, “ all Europe was marching with us ; noy^ all 
Europe is marching against us.” The campaign opened with little chance 
of successful resistance. Buonaparte left behind him 80,000 troops in 
Dresden, Hamburgh, and other German cities ; which, had they been with- 
drawn in time, would have almost doubled the number of his veterans. 
As it was, he was compelled to meet the allies with not more than 100,000 
men, while the armies of Russians, Austrians, and Prussians, that had already 
penetrated into France, amounted to 250,000. In reserve was the crown- 
prince of Sweden at Cologne, and vast reinforcements on their way, along 
the high roads leading from Warsaw, Berlin, and Vienna. After joining 
the army, Buonaparte displayed his wonted activity and military science ; 
but the superiority of his opponents reduced him to the necessity of carry- 
ing on a partisan warfare. By the celerity of his* moveihcnts and the 
vivacity of his attacks, he at first repulsed and disunited the allied armies ; 
but at other points they were successful ; and, trusting to their vast masses, 
they soon reunited, and resumed the offensive. While the fighting was 
going on, ncgociations were in progress at Chatillon, and terms were 
offered to the French emperor which he ought promptly to have accepted ; 
but, elated by a temporary advantage at Troyes, he rejected them, and, after 
a suspicious procrastination, proposed others that were inadmissible. 
Unable to oppose the invaders in front, he boldly dashed into their rear, 
hoping to draw the enemy from the capital by alarming the Austrians for 
their communications with the Rhine. A manoeuvre which had often won 
Napoleon victories entirely failed under different circumstances. Leaving 
him to pursue his speculative movement behind them, the allies contiiuud 
their march to Paris, which they entered by capitulation, March 31st. 
Important events speedily followed- Buonaparte was declared lo 
have forfeited the throne by a decree of the French senate ; and 
the allied sovereigns issued a declaration, stating that they would no 
longer treat with him nor any of his family, but that they would “ recognise 
and guarantee the constitution which F ranee should adopt.’* 

Upon the 30tli of May the important Treaty of Paris w'as concludctl, 
and exhibited an illustrious example of moderation and wisdom on the part 
of the conquerors. Nothing was taken from France that she ouglit to 
possess, ereept the man whose vaulting ambition had plunged her into her 
present humiliating abyss. There w^as no attempt at conquest, dismember- 
ment, or dictatorial interference with the internal affairs of the French 
people. The Bourbons, as a matter of course, and the shortest way to a 
speedy settlement, were restored. Austria, Prussia, and Holland were the 
chief gainers ; these states were re-established in their former greatness : 
but England and Russia, whose persevering lind united exertions had 
mainly contributed to the successful issue, reaped no advantage, save the 
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glory of the deliverance of Europe from military domination. Even Na- 
poleon himself was magnanimously treated. In a less civilised era he 
would have been put to death, made a public spectacle of, or im- 
prisoned ; he was neither ; he was suffered to retain his title of Emperor ; 
to select the place of his retirement, which was given to him in full 
sovereignty ; and a princely revenue, payable by France, was settled upon 
him and the members of his family. 

Immediately peaee was concluded the allied troops evacuated France. 
The germ of new troubles, however, soon appeared. In the twenty years 
of their exile the Bourbon princes seem to have slept ; “ they had learnt 
nothing and forgot nothing.*' The French people were changed ; but they 
were unchangeable, and, with incredible weakness, they set about restoring 
superstitions that had become ridiculous, and forms of government that 
w ere detestable. All that had been done in their absence they affected to 
contemn, or consider the work of violence, usurpation, and injustice. 
Louis XVIII. claimed to be absolute by right of birth, and tendered to the 
French, as so many manumitted slaves, a Constitutional Charter, as his 
own free and voluntary offering. The clergy renewed their exactions and 
their mummeries ; actresses were refused the rites of Christian burial ; 
the processions and festivals of the church revived, and an outward sanctity 
sought to be established inimical to the healthy pastimes and recreations of 
the people. Intimations were thrown out about a restitution of emigrant 
property, and excommunication threatened against the purchasers of church 
lauds and national domains, by which the titles of eight or ten millions of 
landed proprietors w^ere placed in incertitude and jeopardy. It was, how- 
ever, in the military class that sentiments existed most dangerous to the 
restored government; imA the number of which order, since the peace, liad 
been greatly augmented by the return of prisoners from England, tlic 
Italian army, and the garrisons of Germany. Almost without exception, 
the French soldiery retained a chivalrous veneration for the chief who had 
so often led them to victory, and uiulcr whose l)anner, notwithstanding 
recent disasters, they still hoped to retrieve their own lionour and that of 
their country. 

In this state of things Buonaparte landed in France, March 1st, 1815. 
A less able and determined adventurer would have failed at the threshold 
of the enterprise in which he had holdly embarked, without coueert 
with any party in France, trusting entirely to the popular sentiment 
in his favour. He was not sought for by the great political leaders 
nor the middle ranks of the French people. They were dissatisfied 
with the Bourbons ; but they bad been not less so with the imperial 
government — its destructive wars and violations of the constitution by 
the extinction of the freedom of the press — of trial by jury — arljitrary 
iniprisonmcnts — compulsory exile — and other despotic acts. Even the 
French marshals — Ney, Masseiia, Soult, St. Cyr, Macdonald, and Victor, 
stood aloof from Napoleon, till canied away by the enthusiasm of the men 
they commanded. It was the soldiery and the multitude, as Buonaparte 
himself acknowledged, that brought him back to the Tuileries. “ I am not 
alone (as has been pretended) the emperor of the soldiers ; I am that of 
the peasants, of the plebeians of France*^.** The young and enthusiastic 
colonel Labedoyere was the first to lead the w'ay in the path of defection ; 
Jnarshal Ney, the “bravest of the brave,’* desertetl by his troops, was the 
next to follow his example, and proclaim the “ cause oi the Btmrbeus tor 
♦ Convvrsatioa vriih Benjamin Constant, Tuileries, April 24, 1815. 
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ever lost.’* After these accessions of strength, the only difficulty to surmount 
was the distance from Lyons to Paris : — “ the tri- coloured flag flew from 
steeple to steeple, till it reached the towers of Notre Dame” — and the 
French emperor alighted at the Tuileries, three weeks after landing at 
Cannes, like a man dropped from the clouds, without the firing of a musket. 

At this juncture, the allied congress, being assembled at Vienna, was 
busily occupied in completing the settlement of Europe. The sudden 
advent of Napoleon threw ridicule over their proceedings ; and, like men 
interrupted o\er a joyous feast, they sullenly laid aside the compasses and 
maps on which they had been marking out the territorial allotments of 
the great European family. Not a moment’s hesitation, however, was felt 
about the course to be pursued. Buonaparte at Paris, supported by tlie 
French army, endangered the quiet and safety of all crowned headst His 
fraternal circular, in which he informed the allied sovereigns that France 
could not be happy without him, w^as unanswered — by some returned un- 
opened. He was declared an outlaw ; and Russia, England, Austria, and 
Prussia, entered into a solemn compact to raise 150,000 men each, and 
never lay down their arms till the integrity of the treaty of Paris had been 
re-established, the intruder ejected, and placed in a condition never again 
to disturb the repose of the world. 

Upon the necessity of expelling Napoleon the unanimity was extraor- 
dinary. In England there was hardly any diversity of opinion, and the 
measures of ministers for the purpose were supported by vast majorities in 
both houses of parliament, and almost the unanimous voice of the nation*. 
There were, however, a few individuals in each house, distinguished fur 
tident and integrity, who were opposed to a renewal of the war, and the 
debate on the message of the Prince Regent of May 22rid was signalized 
by the opposition of sentiment on this point between lords Grey and Gren- 
ville, who had for ten years been politically united. The Grenvilles were 
as decidedly belligerent as in 1793, when they affirmed “ that no nation 
ought to remain neutral t and wdlh this party were included Mr. Grattan 
and Mr, Plunkett, the two leading meml)ers of the Irish representation 

The struggle was fortunately brief, though ardent. It lay between tlic 
French army and the European nations, and was terminated by the memo- 
rable battle of Waterloo, justly termed “glorious,” because bravely ami 
skilfully won, and securing victory’s noblest trophy in a lasting peace. 

Here we may pause : in the language of Montesquieu, “ let us reflect upon 
so many wars undertaken, so much blood shed, so many people destroyed, 
so many great actions, so many triumphs, such political combinations, such 
consistency, such courage: what has been the issue of il allV'" Europe 
might as well have remained quiet in 1790, continued to advance, as she w as 
then doing, by peaceable arts in the career of improvement, and escaped 
the tempest of strife, carnage, and desolation of the intervening period. Tlie 
resting point of France was determined by the Constituent Assembly (d 
1789 ; at that point she has now settled, and to which she has been always 
tending, like a^dy propelled from the centre, amidst the anarchy of her 
revolution, and the barbaric illusions of the empire. Her errors are lessons 
of wisdom, which exhaust political science. Power could not have been 
wielded by a mure able chieftain than Napoleon ; yet it intoxicated and 
destroyed biro. Democracy could not have had more generous and virtuous 
advocates than Brissot, Vergniaud, Roland, Condorcet, Bailly, and Jjuvoi 

♦ Belsham’s History of Great Britain, xlv. 173. 

f Nichulfs Recollect ions of the Reign of George HI., 152. 
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sier, yet it brought forth Demons, nurtured by popular ignorance, who 
destroyed them. The conclusion is, that man is neither an angel of light: 
nor a spirit of darkness ; he can neither be governed by abstract philosophy 
nor a rod of iron, but demands a middle regimen, adapted to his middle 
nature in the chain of creation. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


A.D. 1803. Renewal of the War. — I 
Ui\tler very different aspects did the pre- 
sent year, compared with that which pre- 
cede<l it, commence. In January, 1802, the 
funds were hip^h; a lun^ peace propor- 
tioned to the ardour with which it had 
been desired was anticipated ; and France, 
thrown open, became an eager object of 
curiosity, pleasure, and commercial enter- 
prise. In January, 1803, there were strong 
forebodings of war ; the stocks began ra- 
pidly to fall in price, and no commercial 
treaty had been concluded with France. 
Before the summer England grappled 
singly with her gigantic foe. The chess- 
board was instantly cleared ; each com- 
batant seemed eager to strike the first 
blow. England took the colonies and 
ships, and swept the seas of the enemy ; 
France made prize of the electorate of Ha- 
nover. arrested all the English in her do- 
minions, and shut her ports, and those of 
Belgium and Italy, against British com- 
merce. Domesdc events were rendered 
interesting by tbe continuance of the Bank 
Kestriciiuii Act, by executions for high 
treason in England, the suppression of a 
wild insurrection in Ireland, and the re- 
newal of the volunteer associations to resist 
a menaced invasion. 

Jnn, 12. The llindostan East India- 
man wrecked off the Ueculvers, eighteen 
))ei-sons drowned ; the cargo valued at 
100 , 000 /. 

19. Cow-fox Institution. — A meeting 
was held at the London Tavern, to con- 
sider the best means to be adopted for ex- 
terminating the small-pox, when it was 
resolved to establish a society, to be called 
“ The Royal Jennerian Institution,” and 
cominittee of fifty-three gentlemen was 
appointed to carry the intention of the 
meeting into effect. It was stated that the 
present annual deaths in the metropolis 
from the small-pox were 3000, and iti the 
whole empire 40,000; that the cooling 
practice of Sydenham, invented 150 years 
ago, had tended to lessen the devastation ; 
hut that the small-pox inoculation, though 
't had rendered the disease milder, had 
nicreused the mortality by spreading the 
^ntagioii, Drs. Letsum, liawes, and 
Ihjnmun, the duke of Bedford, and Messrs* 


Willievforce, Travers, Abernethy, &c., took 
** leading part in the proceedings. 

Feb. 1. The French government defi 
nitively organised the protestant churches 
at Paris ; a consistory of twelve members 
was appointed, and three national edifices 
granted for the celebration of protestant 
worship. 

7. A bill brought in for the continuance 
of the Bank Restriction Act. The chan- 
cellor of the exchequer stated that, as 
twenty millions of specie had lately been 
drawn from the country for grain, tlie re- 
moval of the restriction might have the 
effect of throwing all the remaining bul- 
‘ion out of the country. It became law 
and long continued such, lord King only 
objecting to tlie principle. 

Trial of Colonel Despaud. — On the 
7th colonel Despard, and on the Oth 
twelve of his associates, were tried at the 
sessions, Horsemonger-lane, before a spe- 
cial commission, of which lord chief 
justice Ellenboroiigh was the principal, on 
an indictment for high treason. The wild 
nature of this plot, concocted at i.ii obscure 
public-house, and the inadequacy of its 
means, have already been noticed, (p. 032.) 
Despard was a man of a respectable fa- 
mily, whose mind had become affected 
from government having delayed to liqui- 
date some alleged claim for his profes- 
sional services. Upon tlie trial lord Nelson 
and Sir Aimed Clarke bore testimony to 
his military deserts, while serving under 
them. Afie.r atiial which lasted eighteen 
hours the colonel was found guilty, and 
clearly proved to have been privy to de- 
signs fur shouting the king, and taking 
possession of the Bank, the public offices, 
the prisons, and the two bouses of parlia- 
ment. On the 21st this unfortunate man, 
with six fellow-conspirators, was eveculed 
m the top of the new goal in Southwark. 
The colonel declined siiiritual assistance, 
and conducted himself with great firmness. 
From the scaffold he addn'ssed the spec- 
tators in an audible voice, expressing bis 
conviction of the “ final f liumjih ot the 
principles of liberty and justice over 
despotiitn and delusion.” The populace 
cheered, but it was ‘only a momentary im- 
pulse I the platform fell and the whole 
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were launched into eternity. After hanging 
naif an hour they were cut down, and the 
ceremony of decapitation performed. There 
were some hooting and hissing when the 
colonel’s head was held up. He was in- 
terred in the cemetery belonging to the 
parish of St. Faith, on the south side of St. 
Paul’s cathedral. 

12. A great mortality at Paris, in conse* 
quence of catarrhal fever (influenza) ; the 
interments officially reported to amount to 
400 per day. It was ascribed by medical 
men to sudden changes in the temperature 
of the atmosphere. 

16. A royal message delivered to the 
House of Commons on the pecuniary em- 
barrassment of the prince of Wales; it 
terminated in granting 60,0004 a-year to 
the prince for three years and a half. 

21. Jean Peltier, a French journalist 
and advocate of the Bourbons, tried before 
lord Ellcnhorough, at the suit of the crown, 
for a libel on Buonaparte. He was found 
guilty, though eloquently defended by Mr. 
James Mackintosh. 

26. A proposal made at the instance of 
Buonaparte, at Warsaw, to the Bourbon 
princes, to relinquish their claims to the 
throne of France, but they all refused. 

J/ftr, 3. Military college of High Wy- 
comb projected. 

The Caledonian canal begun. 

8. A royal message delivered to par* 
liament, which was considered as the pre- 
lude to war. It informed the houses of 
considerable preparations being in a state 
of progress in the ports of France and Hol- 
land, and that his majesty had deemed it 
expedient in consequence to adopt addi- 
tional measures of precaution. An address 
was voted, and an addition of 10,000 
seamen. 

Died in hia 77th year, unmarried, Fran- 
cis the third duke of Bridgewater. He was 
immensely rich ; his return to the income- 
tax was 110,0004 a-year, the greater part 
acquired in pursuits not more profitable to 
himself than his country. Ilis canal pro- 
perty, yielding at his death from 50,0004 
to 80,0004 (j^/tn Reg. xlv. 500) a-year, he 
left to earl Gower 

13. An extraordinary scene at theTuil- 
cries between the first consul and lord 
Whitworth, the English ambassador. Buo- 
naparte, in the presence of a numerous 
cofirt, and in vehement terms, accused 
England of not fulfilling the treaty of 
Amiens, in the non-evacuation of Malta. 
War he threatened as the only alternative 
of continued refusal 

21. Being the anniversary of the battle 
of Alexandria* a piece of Turkish ordnance 
taken by the French, but re* taken by the 
English, was placed on an elegant carriage 
in St. Jame^s Parkr 


Aprils. Duel at Chalk-farm between 
captain Macnamara, of the navy, and 
colonel Montgonaery, a much esteemed 
mail of fashion ; the latter was killed, and 
the former wounded: it arose about the 
quarreling of their dogs. 

Ministsriai. Negotiations. — An opinion 
had been gaining ground that good inten- 
tions and mediocrity, rather than pre-emi- 
nence in talents, were the qualifications 
most desirable in the ministers of a great 
country. This was the strength of the 
Addington ministry, none of whose mem- 
bers were remarkable for shining abilities, 
nor derived peculiar advantages from birth, 
title, or territorial possessions. It was what 
would now be termed a middie^clasa go- 
vernment, from which the great hereditary 
leaders of parties stood aloof, and by whom 
it was tolerated, rather from the difficulty 
of agreeing among themiielves, than con- 
fided in or supported. Unconnected with 
the ministers were three descriptions of 
public men, headed by Mr. Fox, lord 
Grenville, and Mr. Pitt, by the union of 
whom the administration could at any mo- 
ment be overthrown. Mr. Pitt’s section 
was the most powerful and least hostile . 
and it was with them the minister sought 
to strengthen himself, by opening in the 
course of April a negotiation. It was soon 
however discovered that an insuperable ob- 
stacle or misunderstanding existed. Thu 
minister sought Mr. Pitt as an auxiliary, 
but Mr. Pitt sought the dissolution of the 
ministry, and that upon him should de- 
volve the sole authority of forming ano- 
ther. Upon this discovery the negotiation 
of course terminated, and the only acces- 
sion of strength Mr. Addington secuivil 
was in the incorporation of Mr. Tierney 
(ina<le treasurer of the navy) and Mr. 
Ilobhouse, who, to the surprise of their 
former friends, and very much to the morti- 
fication of the Pittites, joined the minis- 
terial ranks. In the upper house Mr. Ad- 
dington was weaker than in the lower; 
here his chief strength was in the lord 
chancellor and chief justice Ellenboroiigb, 
till they were reinforced by the elevation of 
lord Hawkesbury to the peerage. Among 
other ministerial changes in the summer 
was the appointment of Charles Yorke to 
be secretary of state in the room ot lord 
Pelham, who succeeded the late earl of Li- 
verpool in the chancellorship of the duchy 
of Lancaster. 

May 5. An extraordinary forgery was 
practised in the city — a note, purporting to 
he from lord Hawkesbury, addressed to tlu? 
•lord mayor, acquainting him that the dif- 
ferences between this cointry and France 
were amicably adjusted : in consequence ot 
this communication the stocks rose li’om 
G3 to 71. The stock exchange com- 



OEORGE IIL A.D. 1803. 


655 


mittee declared all bargains of that day 
void. 

11* The first consul driving a phaeton 
with four horses in hand was thrown from 
his seat in the park near St. Cloud. The 
shock was severe, but no serious injury was 
sustained. When he recovered he said “ it 
was best for people to confine themselves to 
their own occupations.” I 

12. Lord Whitworth left Paris : he 
landed at Dover on the 20th, where he met 
general Audreossi, minister to the court of 
London, about to embark for France. 

17. An Order of Council appeared in the | 
Gazettff dated the 16th (the morning of 
the French ambassador's departure), di- 
recting that general reprisals be granted 
against the ships, goods and subjects of 
the French republic. Also a proclamation 
directing an embargo to be laid on all 
ships in t)ur ports belonging to the French 
or Batavian republics. A bounty of 5/. 
per man offered for every seaman entering 
the fleet. 

18. Deci.auation of War. — The king 
issued a declaration of this date {Ann. Reg. 
xlv. 734) setting forth the grounds of the 
war against France. It began with con- 
trasting the liberal commercial spirit of 
Kngland with that of France, connected 
with which it mentioned the fact of persons 
being sent from France to reside in British 
ptirts ill tlie capacity of consuls when no 
commercial treaty between the two coun- 
tries existed, and who occupied themselves 
in taking soundings and plans of our har- 
bours aud other places of the kingdom. 
The military occupation of Holland, the 
violation of the independence of Switzer- 
land, and the territorial annexations of 
France in Italy, are commented upon. 
Notice is then taken of the principle as- 
sumed by France that England has no 
right to interfere with any proceeding of 
♦he French that is not au infringeitient of 
the treaty of Arnien.s, and the incompatibility 
of such a principle with existing European 
treaties. The gist of the dispute, Malta, is 
next brought on the tapis ; and the sur- 
render of the island according to treaty is 
alleged to have become impossible by 
France and Spain having destroyed the 
independence of the order of St. Johu of 
Jerusalem. Intimations are then thrown 
out that France had, by the mission of 
general Sebastiani to the East, manifested 
desirrnsj contrary to the treaty of Amiens, 
of violating the integrity of the Turkish 
^ip*ro by a fresh attack upon Egypt. 
Buonaparte’s attempts to interfere wi»h the 
liberty of the press in England, the indig- 
nities he had offered to our ambassador, 
and his afiirmatioii ‘‘that Britain cannot 
singly contend against France,” conclude 
this important state paper* Except his 


interference with the English press, and 
sending spies into the country, the grounds 
of hostilities appear to have been more 
continental than insular. They concerned 
Austria and Prussia more than England. 
It was the ])ersonal demeanour of the first 
consul that mainly enlisted the national 
spirit in favour of hostilities. He was ob- 
viously intoxicated by his remarkable suc- 
cesses aud elevation. His caprice and 
arrogance were offensive to the pride and 
good sense of the nation, and above all, his 
gasconade that England could not singly 
contend against him was sufficient to ren- 
der the war popular, touching a chord that 
vibrated through all classes of Englishmen. 

22. Oil the ground that two French shijis 
had been captured prior to a declaration of 
war, Buonaparte issued a decree for the 
detention of all the English, from the age 
of 18 to 60, at present in France. About 
four months after the niiuiber of ])ersons 
detained under this infringement of inter- 
national law amounted in France to 11,000, 
and in IluDand to 1300. 

23. Dkbate on thk renewat. of tiif. 
War. — This subject was discussed in both 
houses on motions for addresses to the king. 
Doubts were expressed by some members 
of the justice, and by others of the expedi- 
ency, of going to war, at least without 
further attempts at conciliation, hut the 
predominant feeling was strongly in favour 
of resisting, by open hostilities, the haughty 
and encroaching spirit of France, lii the 
commons, Mr, Grey moved an amendment 
whu li, while it assured his majesty of their 
support in the war, expressed Uisapprolmiion 
of the conduct (f the ministers, it was sup- 
ported by Fox aud Whitbread, and opposed 
by Pitt, Windham, Canning, Lascelles, 
Sir 11. Peel, and Serjeant Best. Amend- 
ineut rejected by 398 to 67. In the lords 
the unanimity was still greater; for an 
amendment moved by lord King to omit 
the Words which so decidedly imputed to 
France the guilt of breaking the treaties 
was negatived by 142 to 11). The minority 
of ten were, the dukes of Bedford and 
Leinster, the earls of Derby, Cowper, Bes- 
borough, Thanet, Albemarle, Stanhope, 
Guiklford, and lord King. 

26, At the anniversary of the charity 
children of the metropolis upwards of 760C 
attended St. Paul's. 

28. The king, as elector of Hanover, 
issued a proclamation, stating that he 
abided by the treaty of Lnneviile, in respect 
of his German states, and that, in quality 
of elector of Hanover, he would take no 
part in the war. 

Mbasuukment of a Dkorke. — M. Swan- 
horg and three other Swedish astronomers, 
measured a degree of the meridian, and 
found it to be 57,209 toises. Hiis is 196 



656 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY 


toiies leas thaa the deji^ree measured by 
Maupertuis and others in Lapland in 1736. 
If the Swedish measurement be correct, it 
ahows tlie Sgiire of the earth deviates less 
fi;pm a sphere than was inferred from the 
measurement of the French mathemati- 
cians. 

June 3. The electorate of Hanover sur- 
rendered by capitulation to the French 
under ^reneral Mortier; valuable maga- 
zines fell into the hands of the enemy, who 
also fleeced the country by the levy of con- 
tributions. Mortier took up his abode in 
the electoral palace, on which* George 111. 
had just expended 50,000/. for the better 
accommodation of the duke of Cambridge. 
This acquisition giving the command of 
the Elbe and the Weser ^ the French, 
these rivers were closed against English 
commerce; and subsequently, in retalia- 
tion, blockaded by a British squadron. 

7. The English ambassador left Hol- 
land, the Dutch being unable to preserve a 
neutrality in the war. An order issued to 
arrest all the English in the Batavian ter- 
ritories. 

13. Mr. Addington brought forward the 
BUDuKT, which included upwards of twelve 
millions of war-taxes. Among the ways 
and means was a property-tax, so called, 
though differing from the former income- 
tax only in the proportion now deraaiuled 
being less, and no paiticidar disclosure 
being required in incomes from laud and 
the interest of money. 

* 18. Plan of an army of reserve brought 

* forward in the house of commons, to con- 
sist of 50,000 men, being 34,000 fur 
England, 10,000 fur Irelaml, and 6000 for 
Scotland. They were to be raised by 
ballot, and not to serve out of the United 
Kingdom. As another means of internal 
defence, a bill passed into a law for raising 
a levy en matte in case of invasion. 

21. English colonial produce and mer- 
chandise prohibited in France. 

The Dutch legislative body agreed to 
place their army under a French cum- : 
uiander. 

29. The livery of London assembled in 
common hall, after expressing their readi- 
ness to support the governineut in a vi- 
gorous prosecution of the contest,” passed 
resolutions deprecating a tax on income. 

30. The court of common council re- 
solved to raise 80U men for the service of 
government. 

Died At Floteiice the King of Etruria, 
the first of tlic royal creation of Buonaparte. 

During tbs preceding Oiid present month 
most of the printing-presses in Britain 
were employea by the partisans of minis- 
ters ill printing exaggerated representations 
of the life and conduct of the first consul, 
for the purpose of exciting a uutiouul war* 


spirit Hundreds of tracts, songs, pre- 
tended anecdotes, and absurd fables were 
thus distributed in millions of sheets, which 
inflamed the passions of the people and 
answered the misleading purposes of the 
fabricators. The reckless proceedings of 
Buonaparte afforded some ground for these 
attacks, but many of them were libels 
drawn from that copious repository of 
eastern stories, colonel sir Robert Wilson’s 
" Narrative of the British Expedition to 
Egypt.” 

July 5. A horde of wolves committed 
the most terrible ravages in the depart- 
ment of Gers. The communes Aignau, 
Plaisance, and Ladivege suffered in almost 
extraordinary degree. 

8. Kobe it Astlett, assistant-cashier of 
the Bank of England, indicted at the Old 
Bailey for embezzling exchequer bills : he 
was acquitted on a point ot‘ law, the bills 
having been informally signed. The ex- 
chequer bills purloined amounted to 
322,000/., of which 91,000/. that had been 
pawned was redeemed by the Bank for 
70,000/. 

9. The roof of the tower in the centre of 
Westminster abbey caught fire and fell in, 
damaging the choir. 

20. Great meeting dt Lloyd’s for pro- 
moting a Hubscriotion for the war. Brook 
W aisun in the chair. 

21. A correspondence between Mr. Ad- 
dington and the prince of Whiles, the latter 
soliciting in the present crisis a more con- 
spicuous rank than colonel. The king re 
fused the application, saying that his royal 
highness would have sufficient opportunity 
for distinguishing himself at the head oi' 
his regiment. 

The house of commons voted a grftnt of 
60,01)0/. and a pension of 16,000/. to the 
prince tf Orange in compeiisution for the 
loss of the Texel fleet, which had betii 
taken possession of by the English in his 
name. 

23. Insuurkction in Dublin. — While 
measures were being taken lor defending 
the country against invasion, a new insur- 
rection broke out in Ireland, which occa- 
sioned a considerable but short-lived alarm. 
It originated with a youthful enthusiast ot 
considerable parts, named Emmet, brother 
to a gentleman who had been deeply im- 

licated in the seditious proceedings ot 

798, and had in consequence been expa- 
triated. This rash attempt to disturb the 
public tranquillity was made upon the 
23rd, when a crowd of country penplo en- 
tered the metroixrlis, and marched through 
some of the principal streetfl canned with 
pikes and fire-arms ; and, actuated by the 
Jeelinga of desperadoes, they uiifortuuateiv 
met the carriage of lord Ktlwnnlen, chie 
justice of^lreland. whO| occoinpaoiti^ by 
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his (laiifrhtei and nephew, was proceeding 
to the castle. The ruffians immediately 
seized the horses, dragged the venerable 
judge and Mr. Wolfe from the carriage, 
and butchered them in a barbarous manner. 
Being attacked in their turn by about 120 
soldiers, some of them wt re killed, others 
seized, and this insurrectionary riot sup- 
pressed. Kinmet, the leader, and others 
afterwards suffered death for their temerity. 

* 26. Great meeting of merchants, bank- 
ers, and others, in the Royal-exchange; 
6000 persons' present, who agreed to a 
declaration expressive of their determi- 
nation to ‘‘stand or fall with their king 
and country,” Jacob Bosanquet in the 
chair; seconded by the secretary of the 
East India Company. “ God save the 
king,** and “ Rule Britannia,*’ being called 
for, and nine cheers given, the meeting 
dissolved. 

Aug. 2. A meeting of the freeholders of 
Middlesex took place at Hackney, to con- 
sider of a loyal address : it was carried 
unanimously, and, on the motion of sir W. 
Curtis, it was agreed th.it only one of the 
county members (Mr. Byng) should ac- 
company the sheriffs in presciuing the 
address, sir F. Burdett having given of- 
fence by some oblervations tending to dis- 
courage the national enthusiasm in defence 
of the kingdom. 

3. Lady Munro,of FowU>{, and her three 
servants drowned while bathing in the bay 
of Cromartic. 

12. Parliament prorogued by the king, 
who in his way to the house w’as received 
with tlie must ardent acclamations by the 
populace. 

The duke of Clarence enrolled himself 
as a private in the Toddiiigtvm volunteers. 
— Ann. Reg, xlv, d22. 

20. The drought greater than had been 
known since 1762. At Peveusey a flock 
of 300 sheep, being after a long thirst 
(1 liven to a pond, drank so immoderately 
that upwards of 100 of them died almost 
immediately. 

23. The distress occasioned in Ilara- 
hurgh by the blockade of the Elbe became 
every day more apparent. Upwards of 
thirty suicides were committed in the space 
of a week. — Amt. Reg, xlv. 423. 

Sept. 2. Astley’s amphitheatre burnt; 
damages 30,000/., insured only for 1700/. 

3. John Hatfield, the notorious swindler 
and seducer (p. 632), executed at Carlisle 
for forgery. He was originally a rider to 
a wholesale linen-draper, and in e.arly life 
had contrived to marry a natural daughter 
of lord Ro^rt Manners, with whom he 
got 1500/. Deception formed so rooted a 
part of the nature of this impostor that he 
threw away many opportunities of settling 
himself comfortably in life from an imcon* 


tro'lable addiction to insidious and crooked 
ways. 

15. A man who had leaped from the 
three bridges into the Thames in three 
quarters of an hour, for a wager, was 
drowned in filtcmpting to repeat the expe- 
riment. When the body was found, it ap- 
peared that, having gone down with his 
arms in a horizontal, instead of a perpen- 
dicular iiosition, they were dislocated by 
the resistance of the water. 

18. Robert Emmet, tried at Dublin, and 
found guilty of high treason, was executed 
the day following. Emmet was a young 
Irish barrister, of oratorical talent, but of 
an enthusiastic temperament. 

23. B.vrn-E of Assye in the East In- 
lies, in which major-general Aithiir Wel- 
lesley completely defetlted the combined 
Mahralta forces commanded by Scindiah 
Ilolkar and the rajah of Berar. It was a 
well-contested action, in which the English 
uttered considerably, and the Mahrattas 
had 1200 men killed and wounded. 

Oct, 3. John Silvester elected recorder 
of London, and Newman Knowlys common 
sergeant ; the recorder’s salary was raised 
from 600/. to 1000/. per annum. 

19. A public fast-day which was ob- 
served in the metropolis with the utmost 
decorum. The volunteer corps of London 
and Westminster assembled at an early 
hour, and proceeded to their several places 
of wordiip, “ where they received {Amu 
R>g, xlv. 442) the instruction of appropri- 
ate sermons, and the clergy displayed oit 
the occasiuii a most laudable zeal to 
strengthen and improve those generous 
and manly sentiments with which their 
audiences were inspired.’* 

26. The volunteer corps of London were 
reviewed by the king in Hyde- park ; Elfi 
Bey, the French princes, and general 
Dumouriez were present ; th*^ number of 
spectators was estimated at 200,000; the 
corps reviewed amountetl to 12,401, cavalry 
ami infantry. 

28. A grand review of the Westminster, 
Lambeth, and Southwark volunteer corps 
in Hyde-park. consisting of 14,676 men, 
cavalry and infantry ; they gave great satis- 
faction to the. king, who expressed his ap- 
probation through, the commamler-iiv chief. 
The number reviewed on both days was 
27,077 ; the total luimber of volunteers 
enrolle*! in the metropolis and out-parishes 
was 46,000. 

Ahu. 2 Leclerc the French commander 
in St. Domingo died, and was succeeded by 
Kochambeau. The war in that island had 
been waged with horrid cruelties on both 
sides. 

22. Parliament opened by the king, when 
the usual addresses were agreed to without 
opposition. The chief business pTeviou-s to 

2 U 
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the recess was the coutiauini^ the suspen- 
sion of the habeas corpus act» and the ex> 
istence of martial law in Ireland, and fur 
granting certain exemptions from assessed 
taxes to volunteers in England. 

James Mackintosh, esq., appointed re- 
corder of Bombay, and in the month fol- 
lowing received the honour of knighthood. 

30. Fort Dauphin having been taken by 
the English, the French force, commanded 
by Rochambeau, surrendered, by which the 
princi[>al part of St. Domingo full into the 
hande of the negroes, commanded by their 
black chie& Dessalines, Christophe, and 
Ciervaiix. 

By the falling of a cliff near Harwich 
the skeleton of an enormous animal, thirty 
feet long, was found, supposed to be the 
mammoth ; one of the molar teeth weighed 
seven pounds. 

Dec, Peace concluded iii India with ; 
the rajah of Berar, and Sciudiah, the 
Mahratta chief. 

Invasion ov Enoi.and. — Tlie grand pro- , 
ject of Buonaparte was a descent on Bri- | 
tain ; for which purpose he collected a 
vast flotilla of gun-hoatw, and assembled an 
army ready to cross the Channel the first 
favourable opportunity. His bombastic 
threats had the effect of rousing the na- 
tional spirit. Volunteer and yeomanry 
corps were formed in every part of the 
kingdom, and the number of this descrip- 
tion of force returned was 379,945 men. 

Sale op Louisiana— I n the course of 
the year the French government assigned 
their late acquisition of Louisiana to ihe 
United States of America for three millions 
of dollars, by which the States acquired 
450,000 square miles of territory, augment- 
ing their territorial area to 1,680,000 
square miles. It was an advantageous 
purchase, consolidating their dominiuti, re- 
moving from them a restless neighbour, 
and a source of dispute with Spam, which 
had begun about the warehousing of Ame- 
rican goods in New Orleans. 

Annual Obii uaky. — At Paris, Madame 
Clarion, 81, a once popular French actress, 
and t};e friend of Marniontel. J ohnThoi esby, 
the celebrated topographical writer. At 
Paris, M. de la Ilaipe, 85, author of An 
Ancient and Modern Course of Literature.” 
At Hamburgh, Klopstock, 79, the cele- 
brated German poet. Sir VViiliam Hamil- 
ton thirty-six years Biitish minister at 
Naples, and distinguished by bis anti- 
quarian re searches. Henry Swinburne, a 
celebrated traveller. William \Voodfall,58, 
a well-knowu journalist, and the first who 
undertook and succeetled in publishing the 
parliamentary debates on the morning fol- 
lowing the proceedings. John Houle, 76, the 
tiansiator of Tasso. J umes Beattie, LL.D., 
68, poet and mural philosopher. Ralph Grif- 


fiths, LL.D., 83, the founder of the 
“Monthly Review,” which he conducted 
fur 54 years. Joseph Ritson, a convey- 
ancer of Gray^s.inn, and well known for 
his publications and criticisms on the old 
English ballads. 

A. D. 1804. — Public Improveuents. — 
The war did not stop the progress of 
works of national utility. The West India 
docks, occupying a surface of thirty acres, 
were now completed, and warehouses erect- 
ed for the safe de|K)8it of nieichandise iin- 
exposed to fire or plunder, as no lights 
were suffered, nor any person allowed to 
remain within the walls after dark. I he 
excavation of the dock for loading, occupy- 
ing twenty- four acres, was proceeding with 
spirit. The profits on this undertaking 
were already such as to warrant a dividend 
of ten per cent, to the subscribers. The 
Londou docks forming in Wapping for the 
accommodation of the whole trade of the 
port (East and West Ind'a shipping ex- 
cepted) were in an advanced state, as well 
as immen*ie warehouses for the bonding of 
goods. The East India dock was only just 
commenci'd. The ('ommercial-road*, be- 
ginning at the north-west corner of tlu‘ 
West India dock, and coining out at White- 
chapel near Aldgate, was nearly paved and 
finished: the tolls received on ibis spacious 
thoroughfare averaged from 70/, to 80/. 
weekly, and were daily increasing. The 
Oiand Junction canal before noticed was 
another great commercial undertaking in 
a forward state. The sum subscribed lor 
this concern was 1,350,000/. ; its progress 
was rather impeded by the drought of the 
'receding summer, but it was expected to 
e flaisbed by the end of the year. 

Jdtt. 13. Clkious Cask. — Francis Smith, 
officer of excise, was tried at the Old 
Bailey for wilful murder. It seems the 
neiglibourhoud of Hammersmith had been 
alarmed by what was supposed to be a 
ghost. The prisoner went out with a 
hiaded gun, with intent to apprehend the 
peixm who personated the ghost ; he met 
the deceased, who was dressed in white, 
and immediately discharged his gun and 
killed him. Chief Baron Macdonald, Mr. 
Justice Hooke, and Mr. Justice Lawrence, 
were unanimously of opinion that the facts 
amounted to the crime of murder; for 
the person who represented the ghost was 
only guilty of a misdemeanor, and no one 
would have had aright to have killed him 
even if he could not otherwise have been 
taken. The jury brought in a verdict ol 
manslaughter, but the Court said they 
could not receive that verdict ; if the jury 
believed the witnesses, the prisoner was 
guilty of murder ; if they did not believe 
them, thev must acquit. Upon this they 
found e verdict of guilty. Sentence ol 
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death was pronounceth but the prisoner was 
pardoned on condition of a year’s impri> 
sontnent. 

28. Some workmen diggiii)' to repair 
the pipes in Leadenhall- street discovered 
a beautiful tesselated pavement, with a 
figure of Bacchus, sitting on a tiger at full 
speed, holding in his left hand a Thyrsis 
dresse<l with ivy, and in his right a goblet. 

Feb. 5. Death ov Joseph Priestley, 
LL.IX, F.R.S. — This eminent diviue and 
philosopher was born in the neighbour- 
hood of Leeds, where he was for six 
years pastor of the U nitarian congregation 
of that town. Subsequently he formed 
part of the domestic establishment of the 
earl of Shelburne, where he continued 
those curious researches in })ueumatic 
chemistry by which he acquired great 
celebrity, and earned the prize of C.'opley’s 
gold medal. Dr. Priestley entered warmly 
into the theological, political, and meta- 
physical questions that agitated his con- 
tem])oraries. He became an early convert 
to I)r. Hartley’s theory, that refers all the 
phenomena of the intellectual powers to 
})hysical sensation l His attacks on the 
Established Church, and his warm. admir- 
ation of the first outbreak of the French 
revolution, made him during this heated 
period an object of pei'secution, and he 
severely suffereil in the Birmingham riots 
of 175i9. Tlie compensation he received 
was inadequate to lus losses, and, finding 
himself the victim of party animosity, he 
withdrew to America, as a more tranqiiil 
asylum. Even here he felt the eflects of 
intolerance, until Mr. Jefferson became 
presiileuf, when he had the good fortune to 
( utlive all disquiet on account of his So- 
(•iiii.in tenets. He expired at Northum- 
beilaud, in Pennsylvania, in his 71st year. 
He was an iadefatigablc writer and contro- 
versialist ; and his chief works are enume- 
rated among the “ Men of Letters " of this 
period. 

14. A bulletin issued at St. James’s in- 
timated the return of the king’s mental 
tn ilady. That the attack was not severe 
might be inferred from the chancellor of 
tijo exchequer’s deciar.ition on the 29th, 
that ‘‘there was no necessary suspension 
ol the royal function,” and hy that of the 
lord chancellor on March 14th, that ‘‘the 
lord’s Commissioners were warranted in ex- 
pressing the royal assent to several bills 
which hud already passed both houses of 
parliament.” It was May, however, before 
Ihe king was in a state fit for public bust- 
^less, or could enjoy the comforts of his 
domestic circle. 

Ifi. Robert Astlett, the bank-cashier 
{vide July 8, 1803), who had been tried 
on a second indictment, and on whose case 
the opinion of the judges had been taken, 


was this day adjudged guilty ; and on the 
Monday following sentenced to death. He 
was subsequently respited during the royal 
pleasure. 

Pj.0T8 against the First Consul. — In 
he course of this month a plot was disco- 
vered at Paris for the assassination of 
Buonaparte, and the overthrow of the con- 
sular government. The principals in this 
conspiracy were general Pichegru ; Georges, 
an enthusiastic loyalist, and Lajolais, a 
confidant of general Moreau. How far 
Moreau was privy to the scheme does not 
appear, further than that his house had 
long been the rendezvous of the disaffected, 
and that he had held secret interviews with 
Pichegru on the Boulevards since his re- 
turn to Pari& Pending the trials Pichegru 
was found strangled in prison ; Georges 
and some of his accomplices were publicly 
executed ; Moreau was sentenced to two 
years’ imprisonment, which were commuted 
for banishment to America. Buonaparte 
pardoned Riviere and the marquis Polig- 
nac, the last at the instance of his wife. 
These proceedings were md terminated 
till the end of July. During their progress 
captaii^Vright was shipwrecked on the 
French coast, and being brought to Paris 
was recognised as the same who had landed 
Georges and the other conspirators from 
Euglaml in Normandy. Wright was exa- 
mined before the court, but declined an- 
swering any questions, as it might “ impli- 
cate his majesty’s ministers.” He was 
detained as a prisoner of war in the temple 
till the end of 1805, when ho put an end to 
his existence after reading an account (as 
alleged) of the capitulation of the Austrian 
general Mack at Ulm. 

Mar. 3. Rev. Lockhart (5orilon and 
Loudon Gordon tried at Oxford for the 
abduction of Mrs. Lee from h«-r house in 
Bolton- row, Piccadilly. Judge Lawrence 
stopped the trial, as it apperired thar, 
though Mrs. Lee at first resisted, she sub- 
sequently acquiesced in the forcib e carry- 
ing away, and actually threw a charm of 
Chinphor, which she wort* against the se- 
ductions of pleasure, out of the chaise 
window. The affair made much noise, the 
ladv being rich, and a natural daughter of 
lord Le Despencer. 

10. Died, ill his 29th year, Thomas 
Pitt, the second lord Cameltbrd. He w.is 
shot hy captain Best in n duel on the 7ih 
instant, near IloUaud-house. His lord- 
ship, whose character was eccentric, ac 
knowledged himself the aggressor; but a 
coitiner’s jury brought in a verdict of 
‘‘wilful murder” again.st Best, who was 
reputed a fatal marksman, and had, a short 
time before, killed a man by the accidental 
discharge of a pistol. 

Execution the Duke D’Enohikn. 

2 U 2 
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— ^Thia prtnce, eldest son of the duke of 
Bourbon, was seized, under un order of Buo- 
naparte, at Kttenheim, in the neutral terri- 
tory of Baden, and carried the same day to 
the citadel of Strasbur^h^wherehe remained 
till the 18th. On the 2Uth the duke ar- 
rived at Faria under a guard of gendarme- 
ne, and, alter waiting some hours at the 
barrier, was driven to Vincennes. A mili- 
tary commission appointed to try him met 
the same evening in the castle. The 
charges against the prince were, the serv- 
ing in the armies of the emigrants against 
France ; second, of being in the pay of 
England; and third, of being privy to thecon- 
spiracy of Georges. The last was the only 
criminal charge, and it was not ]>roved : it 
was Pichegru, aiul not the prince, wh«) had 
been mistakenly described as having been 
seen in company with the conspirators in 
Paris. Notwithstanding, the prince was 
found guilty. His sentence was carried 
into immediate execution ; he was shot ia 
the castle-ditch at Vincennes, about six in 
the morning of the 21st. It was a foul 
atrocity in all the parties concerned ; for, 
whatever might be the plots against the 
life of the first consul, they can^t be al- 
lowed, on any sound principles o*justice, 
to l)e pleaded in defence of the judicial 
assassination of the innocent. The violent 
seizure of the accused on neutral ground — 
the composition of the military tribunal 
before which he was arraigned — the hur- 
ried and midnight proceedings, and the 
nocturnal execution — show that it was de- 
termined to reach a retaliatory victim, 
through every barrier of international law, 
justice, and humanity. Before his death 
the prince sought an interview with Buona- 
parte, which was refused ; he wrote a let- 
ter to the first consul, which was not deli- 
vered till after tiie catastrophe. The 
prince was only thirty-two years of age, 
which, with his reputation for courage and 
talents, heightened the interest felt in his 
fate. 

^pr, 1 6. Mr. Pitt made a motion, cen- 
suring the naval administration of the 
country; it was negatived by 201 to 130. 

18. A solemn reipiiem ]>erforined in the 
French chapel, Portman-scpiare, for the 
late duke d’Kiighieii ; present, many of the 
English nobility; and of the French, mon- 
sieur and the dukes of Beni and Orleans. 
The prince of Cond4, grandfather of the 
late duke, was unable to attend. 

23. On a motion by Mr. Fox fur the ap- 
pointment of a committee to revise the 
ministerial hills for the defence of the 
country, Mr. Pitt made a violent attack on 
ministers. Motion negatived by 256 to 
204. 

29. Massacre of the whites in Hayti by 
the blacks under Dessalines. 


30. Mr. Addington brought forward the 
budget, in which the necessary supplies 
were stated at upwards of thirty-six mil- 
lions for Britain only. Additions to the 
war-taxes were proposed, a loan of ten 
millions, and a vote of credit for two mil- 
lions and a half. 

According to a recent enumeration, it 
appeared that in the metropolis there are 
346 places of public woi'slup: namely, 112 
parish churches, 58 licensed chapels and 
chapels of ease — 19 fur foreign prutestantH, 
12 for Roman catholics ; 133 meeting- 
houses and methodists* chapels of various 
sects dissenting from the church, 6 quakers’ 
meeting- houses, and 6 synagogues, 

May 1. Fiust Consul aiauk Empkkok. — 
Addresses having been previously procured 
from the armies, municipalities, and other 
bodies, a motion was made by M. Curve in 
the tribunate (the body in which laws ori- 
ginate) for conferring on Napoleon Buo- 
naparte the rank of emperor, with he- 
reditary success on in liis family according 
to the law of primogeniture. The .single 
vote of Carnot formed the only ojiposition 
to this regal issue of the republican con- 
vulsions. The decree of the tribunate 
was adopted by the senate ; and power 
given to Buonaparte, if he had no male 
issue, to adopt an heir from the children 
of his brothers. The titles of prince, prin- 
cess, and imperial highness, were conferred 
on all members of the Buonaparte family, 
A number of generals were raised to the 
rank of marshals, and letters sent to the 
bishops, dictating a religious ceremony lor 
the occasion. 

5. Surinam capitulated to the British. 

7. Mr. Pitt had an interview with the 
king, when he received authority to finin a 
new administration, limited only on two 
points : first, that the catholic question 
should not be revived; and next, that Mr. 
Fox should be excluded from his arrange- 
ments. 

9, 10, 11. Doubts existing in the public 
mind us to the real state of the kini;'s 
health, his majesty, on each of tlie.se days, 
drove through the principal .streets of l.on- 
don and Westminsier, atteude<l by the 
queen and princesses. 

12, Aduinuton Ministry Dissolved. — 
Mr. Pitt was this day gazetteil first had 
of the treasury and chancellor of the ex- 
chequer. The Addington ministry never 
possessed inherent strength ; it was consi- 
dered a temporary expedient till the two 
leading parties of which its predecc.ssors 
were composed should cither reconcile 
their differences with the court or between 
themselves. Mr. Pitt, who had taken an 
active part in its formation, could not, with 
propriety, jippeur as an opjiositiouist , and 
he stood apart from the Grenvilles, who 
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vent out with him, in supporting the peace 
and other measures of the late premier. 
The accumulating difficulties of the go* 
vernment, however, demanded a more effi- 
cient and experienced administration ; and 
Mr. Pitt, whose popularity had increased 
during his retirement, certainly united, 
more than any other person, the sufTiages 
ot‘ the people in his favour. His elevution, 
notwithstanding, was accompanied with 
some considerable loss of reputation for 
political good faith and indexibility of 
principle. Catholic emancipation was 
abandoned; and the opposition, as 

it was termed, under Mr. Fox, by whose 
aid Mr. Pitt had recovered the helm, was 
thrown overboard. The Gieiivilles, or 
“ new op|H)sitiun, were consistent; they 
refused to form part of the ministry unless 
Mr. Fox was included {Ann. litij -, xlvi. 
1*24). Not having the co-operalion of 
either the old or new opposition, Mr. Pitt 
made up his staff out of the Add ngtons 
and his own devoted adherents. Of Mr. 
Addington’s administration, the following 
cabinet ministers retained their situations 
in that formed by Mr. Pitt : — 

Duke of Portland I Preiideni of the 
Council. 

Lord Kldon, Lord Chancellor. 

Earl of Westmorland, l ord Privy Seal. 

Karl of Chatham, Master- General of 
the Ordnance* 

Lord Castlereagh, President of the Board 
of Control. 

Lord Hawkesbury, secretary for foreign 
afTairs under the late iniiiistr}^ became 
home secretary under Mr. Pitt’s. The 
new arrangements, therefore, stood as 
follow : — 

Mr. Pitt, Preniirr. 

Lord Melville, First Ixud of the Admi- 
ralty, 

Lord Ilarrowby, Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs. 

Earl Camden, Secretary for the Colonies, 

Lord Mulgrave, Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, 

Thus a majority of the late cabinet mi- 
nisters who were retained formed a ma 
jority of Mr. Pitt's administration. Ir 
the government of Ireland there was nc 
change, except of the chief secretary 
Mr. W ickham, who, retiring, was succeeds 
by sir Evan Nepean. In the public of 
fices the changes were W'illiam Dundas. 
secretary at war, vice Mr. Rragge ; George 
Canning, treasurer of the navy, vice Mr. 
Tierney ; George Rose and lord Charlet 
Somerset, joint paymasters of the forces. 
vice Mr. §teele and Hiley Addington 
duke of Montrose, p 08 imaster>general. vict 
\v**^ .■^^cklaud ; William lluskisson am 
n illiam Sturges Bourne, secretaries ofthi 


reasiiry, rice Vansittart and Sargent. 
The new ministry was a triumph of the 
king, who, by his immoveability on this 
.8 on a former occasion, defeated every 
.ttempt of the political leaders, singly or 
;ombiued, to force upon him either men 
>r measures he disliked. From ambition, 

If other motive, Mr. Pitt succumbed to 
;he prejudices of the sovereign in respect 
>f the catholics. As respects Mr. Fox, 
^rrobably the minister made a less reluct- 
ant sacrifice to royal antipathies, as he 
may have euteitained, as well as the mo- 
narch, from long political rivalry with 
'.hat gentleman, insuperable objections to 
leing included with him in the same ca- 
binet, 

20. Buonaparte proclaimed emperor of 
he French. Tims terminated the French 
epublic under all its phases. It had 
asted4l36 days, only one day less than 
:he duration of the English commo::- 
wealth from the death ul‘ Charles 1. 

2‘4 A new coinage of five-shilliog dol- 
lars and half-guineas issued. 

25. A public fust-day. “The sober 
silence of the streets.” says the Aunuai 
Begtsterf “ was only interrupted by the 
bells of the parish-churches calling the 
'uhabitants to prayers.” 

20. William Cobbett, the editor of the 
* Political Register,” was tried in the 
court of King’s Bench for a libel on the 
eail of Hardwicke, lord Redesdale. and 
others of the Irish goverumeut, and found 

June 4. Vaccine inoculation introduced 
into Peisia with great success. 

6. Louis XVI 11. protests against the 
assumption of the imperial dignity by 
Buonaparte as an usurpation. 

16, Four journeyman bootmakers of the 
metropolis, out of 1010, committed to 
hard labour for combining against their 
masters. 

20. Mr. 'Western introduced into the 
commons a bill for the alteration of the 
corn-laws : exportation to be allowed 
when the price of wheat was at or below 
48y. per (quarter of eight bushels ; and 
importation when the price was 63s., but 
not under: the average prices to be taken 
from the maritime districts of England 
and Scotland. 

27. The king held a grand levee, the 
first since his iudispositiuii. 

23, Mr. Wilberlorce's hill for the aboli- 
tion of the slave-trade, after a limited 
time, read a third time. It was suppoited 
by Pitt and Fox, but was thrown out in the 
lords. 

General Hamilton killed in a duel at 
New York with Aaron Buit, the vice-pre- 
sident. It arose out of political ditfer- 
euces ; and the fatal result caused deep 
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regret in America, Hamilton being hardly 
less respected than the great Washing 
ton. 

July 1 1. At Bedford sessions an over- 
seer was sentenced to two months’ impri- 
sonment, and fined 20/., for turning out 
his female servant while suffering the 
pains of labour. 

12. William Draper Best, serjeant-at- 
law, was indicted for an assault with in- 
tent, Ac., on Rebecca, the wife of James 
Minifie, a per.son of reduced circumstances, 
and client of the defendant. The alleged 
assault took place in the chambers of the 
learned counsel ; but it appearing that the 
plaintiffs had subsequently tried to borrow 
100/, of Mr. Bent, who denied ever having 
touched the person of Mrs. Minifie, lord 
Kllenborough considered it a conspiracy to 
extort money, and the jury gave a ver- 
dict of " not guilty,” 

13. Three men stood in the pillory in 
Smtthfield, for a conspiracy in fraudulently 
assuming the characters of merchants, 
and mutually drawing bills on each other, 
which they got discounted. After standing 
the usual time they were carried back to 
Newgate, there to be imprisoned twelve 
months. 

23. Georges, and eleven of his fellow- 
conspirators, guillotined at Paris. 

31. Parliament prorogued by the king. 

jlug, 9. The poll for Middlesex de- 
clared ; Mr. Mainwaring 2828, and Sir 
Francis Burdett 2823, being a majority of 
five for the successful candidate. A sub- 
scription of 5225/. had been raised to de- 
fray the election expenses of Mainwaring, 
but be had declined the contest unless 
raised to 10,000/. 

Intelligence having been received that 
commodore Dance, with the homeward- 
bound Kast India fleet, had gallantly re- 
pulsed an attack of the French admiral 
Linois, the directors voted rewards to the. 
amount of 50,000/. to the officers and sea- 
men. The value of the fleet preserved was 
estimated at eight millions. 

11. Francis II., to preserve equality 
with his French neighbour, in lieu of being 
the elective emperor of Germany, assumed 
the title of hereditary emperor of Austria. 

25. The lady of colonel Thornton, on 
the York course, rode a race for 1000 gui- 
neas. It was a four-mile heat, and run in 
nine minutes and fifty-nine seconrfs, Mrs. 
Thornton coming in second. 

28. M. il Oubril, the Russian charg6 
d’affaires at Purls, demanded his passports, 
the French not having executed the con- 
vention with Russia for the evacuation of 
Naples. 

Sept, 1. Rev. Mr. Massey obtained 
10,000/. damages against the marquis of 
Ileadfort for crim. con. : the offence was 


perpetrated on the sabbath while the hus' 
baud was performing divine service. 

6. At a court of pie-poudre, Bartho* 
lornew fair, a young gentleman paid 3/. 16«. 
for taking away an actress when she was 
going to perform ; and 5/. for crim. con. to 
the husband, the lady being married. 

12. Thermometer at 80^ in the shade. 

20. Bank directors determined on a 
bonus of five per cent, to the proprietors, 
and also to pay the property-tax. Salaries 
ofdirecb>r8 raised- from 150/. to 300/. a-year. 

29. Their majesties entertained with a 
naval f£te and Dutch fair at Weymouth. 

The ancient village of Reculver, in 
Kent (the Regulbium of the Homans) mtich 
injured by the equinoctial tides ; part of the 
churchy ard washed away. 

Oct, 2. Catamahan Projkct. — This was 
one of many contrivances fur destroying 
the French flotilla, which was collecting in 
vast numbers on the opposite coasts of ti.e 
Channel f<>rthe invasion of England. The 
experiment was made under the direction 
of Lord Keith on 150 gun-boats moored 
outside of Boulogne pier. The instriiinents 
relied on were co])per vessels of an oblong 
form filled with combustibles, and so con- 
structed as to explode in a given time. 
These vessels were to be towed and fas- 
tened under the bottoms of the enemy's 
boats by a small raft, rowed by on^‘ man, 
who, being seated up to the chin in water, 
might 2 )ossibly escape detection in a dark 
night. Heg,^ xlvi. 141.) But the 

attempt entirely failed ; the enemy opened 
their tiers and suffered the explosive vessels 
to pass into the rear, where they harmlessly 
blew up. Ministers were much ridiculed 
for countenancing this futile scheme, espe- 
cially lord Melville, whom Mr. Pitt, either 
from inability to procure the services of 
ear) Spencer, or from hoon-cumpanioiiNhip, 
had placed at the head of the admiralty. 

5. Attack on a Nkutrai. Statk. — 
Some cargoes of treasure being expected 
from the South American mines at Cadi>:. 
and information having been obtained, 
captain Moore, with the Indefatigable,, and 
three other frigates, without any previous 
declaration of war, was despatched to in- 
tercept them. The British officer fell in 
with the expected squadron, when the Spa- 
niards refusing to surrender an engage- 
ment ensued, and the Spanish admiral’s 
ship, Merceden, blew up with a dreadful 
explosion, the whole crew, forty excepted, 
perishing ; among them an American 
family, consisting of the mother, four 
daughters, and four sons ; the unfortunate 
father and another son being on board one 
of the other vessels, and spectators of the 
catastrophe. The remaining three frigates 
struck in sq^cession, after a considerable 
loss in killed and wounded. The lading of 
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the captured vessels was of immense value, 
consisting of ^old and silver bullion and 
rich merchandise. Indignation, however, 
was genertilly excited by this piratical en- 
terprise, both at home and abroad ; the 
more so as its fatal results might have 
been avoided by sending out such a supe- 
rior force as would have justified the Spa- 
nish commander in the prompt surrender 
of his vessels; whereas the equality of 
strength rendered a sanguinary combat in- 
evitable. The chiefjustificatioii of this vio- 
lence was in tile fact th.it Spain aided France 
in the war, by subsidies, paid in Ueu of a 
contingent of troops, that she was bound by 
the treaty of 1796 to furnish to our enemy. 

8. The negro Dessalines crowned em- 
peror of Hayti (the native name of St. 
J)oiningo;, and an iinpcM ial court formed 
with alt its etiqiutte and appendages. 

18. The dowager lady Dacre robbed in 
paying her accustomed nocturnal visit to 
the tomb of her late lord in Lee church, 
Kent. 

25. A party of French troops crossed 
the Elbe and arrested Sir George Rum- 
bold, the English resident at Hamburgh, 
on the pretext of his participating in in- 
trigues for the overthrow of the French 
government, and for w'hich our ministers, 
Drake and Smi'h, had been dismissed from 
the courts of liavaria and VVirtemherg. A 
remonstrance of Prussia procur« d his libera- 
tion, but not the restitution of liis papers. 

A Roman sepulchre discovered at Ashby- 
Puerorum, in Lincolnshire. 

Nov, 5. On a rejoicing night at Kton col- 
lege, a young nobleman set tire to a squib 
in the pocket of one of his companions, 
which, communicating to others, burnt 
him so much in the side that he died. 

The gilt lion of Button’s Coffee-house, 
which had been the letter-box of the Guar^ 
dianf sold by auction for 17/. 10.t. 

9. Mr. Pitt proceeding to the Lord 
Mayor’s feast had his horses taken out of 
the carriage, and was drawn in triumph by 
the populace lo Guildhall. 

12. The king and prince of Wales, having 
been long at variance, had a conciliatory 
meeting at Kew- palace. 

^ 15. Holkar’s army defeated by general 
Fraser, who died of his wounds near Deeg. 

17. Lord Lake defeated the Mahrattas 
onder Hidkar, at Furrackabad, taking the 
whole of his baggage and bullocks. 

Dec, 1. Mioiier Betty, called the young 
Roscius, a youth thirteen years of age, made 
his first appearance at Covent-garden the- 
atre ; the crowd to see him was unparalleled, 
and the intense interest excited continued 
through the season. 

2. Buonaparte and his wife Josephine 
crowned by the Pope at Notre Dame em- 
peror and empress, with all the pageantry 
ingenious adulation could advise. 


12. Spain declared war against England. 
14. Planet Juno discovered. 

24. Price of quutaru loaf Is. 4^. 
Military Fouck. — Lord Castlereagh 
made the following statement {Ann. Heg, 
xlvi. 19.) of the military force of the 
United Kingdom: — there were 130,000 
in Britain, and 50,000 in Ireland, on 
^lermanent pay ; of this total of 180,000 
the militia amounted to 84,000, and 
the regulars to 96,000; volunteer force 
in Britain 340,000 ; in Ireland 70,000 ; 
making a total of 410,000. The sea 
fencibles were 25,000. The gross force 
of the united kingdom was nearly 700,000 
men in arms. 

Annual Obituary. — At Coppet, M. 
Necker, 72, the celebrated Fiench finan- 
cier at the commencement of the revo- 
lution. Admiral lord Duncan, 73. Rev. 
Robert Potter, 83, the tminent Greek 
translator. Charles Bannister, 63, the 
comedian and vocalist. George Morland, 
40, a clever artist in rustic scenery and 
low life, but of intemperate habits. James 
Hare, M.P., well known among the whigs 
for his conversational powers, but who 
made no progress as a parliamentary 
speaker. Kichvird Pepper Arden, Baron 
Alvaiiley, 59, lord cinef justice of the 
common pleas. Robert Macfarlano, 70, 
author of a “ History of George HI.” Sir 
George Shuckburgh Evelyn, F.K.S., 53, 
author of several papers in the Philoso- 
phical Transactions. ’ Timothy Curtis, 
brother of alderman sir W. Curtis, and one 
of the heaviest men in England, weighing 
at one period thirty-four stone. Alderman 
John Boydeil, late lord-mayor of London, 
and known for his superb edition of 
Shaks|)eare. Mr. Carter, musical com- 
poser, and author of “Tally ho!” and 
01 Nanny, wilt thou gang with me 
A. D. 18u5. Tiiiru Coalition against 
Franck, — The stvRin of invasion alleged to 
he gaihering over England was diverted by 
the new confederacy on the continent. It 
was ill concerted and worse conducted 
than any anterior combination against the 
power of France. The distant co-operation 
of Russia was secured, but without the aid 
of Prussia there was litt'e chance of suc- 
cess, and AuNtria began the war without 
any certain knowledge whether the court of 
Berlin would be hostile or auxiliary in the 
contest. Buonaparte, by the wanness of 
his plans and the energy of their execution, 
disappointed all the calculations of his op- 
ponents. By the surrender of Ulm the 
armies of Austria were ruined without a 
battle; her capital w s taken without re- 
sistance ; and scarcidy had the remnant of 
her forces joined the Russians in Moravia, 
when she was compelled to hazard an en- 
iragemeut which laid her prostrate the 
feet of the conqueror. The battle of Aus 
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terlitz terminated the hopcv of the allies^ 
und was followed ut the close of the year 
by the treaty of Preshurgh. During the 
struggle on the continent England ac- 
quired new laurels on her favourite ele- 
ment by the victory of Trafalgar — the 
greatest of her naval triumphs ; and, though 
dearly purchased by the death of admiral 
Nelson, terminated the cherished hopes of 
France to rival the maritime power of Bri- 
tain. In parliamentary occurrences the 
chief were the charges brought against the 
6r8t lord of the Admiralty for malversation 
while treasurer of the navy. Lord Mel- 
ville had been the stanch suppor er and con- 
fideiitial friend of Mr. Pitt ; and the charge 
of peculation against him seriously affected 
the popularity of his ministry, already 
weakened by the desertion of the Gren- 
villes and the hopeless prospects of the 
war. Lard Sidmouth, after holding ofBce 
a few months, resigned, not concurring in 
the minister’s scheme of sheltering the 
state culprit. 

Jan. 2. Emperor Napoleon addressed a 
letter of this date to the king, commencing, 

Sir and brother,” setting forth the futile 
nature of the war, end his desire of peace. 
It was coldly responded to by lord Mul- j 
grave, in a communication of the 1 1th 
addi*e8sed to Talleyrand, informing him 
that the object of his majesty was the 
“ future safety and tranquillity of Europe,” 
and that the emperor of Russia parti- 
cipated in his sentiments, having evinced 

a lively interest in the safety and inde- 
pendence of the continent.” 

Died suddenly of apoplexy, at Baylis, 
near Salt-hill, in bis 7'ird year, Alexander 
Wedderburu earl of Rosslyn, an emiiieiit 
lawyer, but of shifting political predi- 
lections. He was one of the chief pro- 
moters of the American war, and presided 
at the trial of the rioters in 1780 with a 
zeal against the accused unbecoming a 
judge. — (Lo?c. No. 27, p. 74.) First 

a whig, be became a tury under lord North ; 
relapsed into whiggism pending the Ue 
gency. question, and again deserted the 
whig to join the war-faction in 1702, 
receiving soon after the great seal, of 
which Mr. Pitt had sufficient influence to 
deprive the king’s favourite, Lord Thiir- 
)ow, who had long by his cioss-purposes 
and underhanl practices been a great 
stumbling-block iu his administration. 
Lord Rcsslyn was twice married, but left 
no issue i sir James Sinclair Krskiiie, his 
nephewy succeeded to his lordship’s title 
and estates. 

1 1, MlNISTBIilAL Chanoes. — Mr. Pllt, 
not having strengthened himself by an 
alliance with any party, found it expe- 
dient to become reconciled to the late 
premier, who was raised to the peerage 
by the title of viscount Sidmouth, and 


made lord president of the council in 
the room of the duke of Portland. Lord 
Mulgrave succeeded the earl of Harrowby 
as foreign secretary ; the carl of Buck- 
inghamshire was nominated chancellor of 
the duchy of Lancaster ; and others of the 
Addingtons were sworn of the privy coun- 
cil, among them Mr. Vansittait. 

15. Parliament opened by the king, 
who adverted to the war with Spain, ami 
his confederate intercourse with the conti- 
nental powers, especially Russia. 

30. The New London Docks opened. 

Fe6, 1. Abergavenny, outwaid- bound 
East Indiaman wrecked ; 300 persons 
di owned, and the loss estimated at 200,000/. 

20. A public fast-day. 

22. The French landed 4000 men on 
Dominica, but general Prevost collecting 
the British force on the island they 
thought fit to re-embark. Thi-y m xt pro 
ceeded to St. Christopher’s and Nevis, 
where they^ levied contribu ions. 

23. Dr. diaries Manners, late bishop 
of Norwich, installed archbishop of Can- 
terbury, vacant by the death of Dr. Moore. 

25, Royai. Fbtk. — The king, having 
taken up his abode at Windsor Castle, 
determined to give, after the old English 
fashion, a Aonse warming. Upward.^ ol 40i) 
of the iiobiity and other persons of rank 
were invited, who mostly appeared iu full 
court suits. Glass chandeliers and lustres 
of great value were displayed, us well as 
the silver chandeliers, and four beautiful 
tables, saved from the French invaders in 
Hanover. The ball-room, instead of being 
chalked, was painted with appropiiate 
devices. This royal banquet is suppo-sed to 
have cost 50,000/. The entertaiiiment.v 
were kept up to a late hour; the royal 
family withdrew about half-past thr»e in 
the morning ; but the company dul not 
leave till six. Next day the queen gave a 
grand public Dreakfust at Frogmoie to 
about 200 persons of distinction ; dancing 
commenced at three, which continued till 
six, when the guests sat down to an elegant 
collation. 

28. The tunnel, two miles in length, 
through Blesworth* hill, near Northampton, 
completed, opening by the Grand Junc- 
tion canal a communication with the nie- 
triipolis. 

Mar. 4. First stone of the East India 
docks laid by captain Huddart and Jidu» 
Wool more, esq. 

U. Dr. lie* ry Bathurst promoted to the 
see of Norwich. 

It was determined in the Marshalsea* 
court that a tenant holding to the amount 
of 10/, a year must give six months 
notice to quit, without agreement. 

ll. Xhe sheriffs of London committal 
to Newgate by order of the house ol emn 
tnons, for gross partiality, in favour o su 
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Francis Burdett. in the late Middlesex ! 
election. 

6. Chauqks against Lord Mei.- 
V1I.1.E. — Public attention was strongly cx- ; 
cited by disclosures in the Fourth Report 
of the commissioners of naval inquiry, 
impugning the conduct of the first lord of 
the admiralty while treasurer of the navy, 
between the years 1786 and 1800. It was 
brought before the house of commons oii 
the 6th, by Mr. Whitbread, under three 
lieads of charge. These were, his lord- 
ship's applying the public money to other 
uses than those of the naval department; 
his conniving at a system of peculation in 
Mr. Trotter (paymaster of the navy), for 
whose conduct he was responsible ; and his 
having been a participator in that pecula- 
tion. Mr. Pitt proposed to refer the sub- 
ject t(j a select committee, but, on the sug- 
gestion of Mr. Fox, changed liis purpose 
to a motion for the previous que«ition. On 
a division there appeared, for Mr. Whit- 
bread's resolutions, 216; against them, 
216 ; when the speaker gave his casting 
vote in their favour. An address to the 
king was then moved for the dismissal of 
lord Melville from the admiralty, but, at 
the desire of Mr. Pitt, the motion was post- 
poned. In the iiiiei'itn his lordship resign- 
ed, and his name was crossed from the list 
of privy councillors, and Mr. 'frotter (the 
paymaster) was ilismissed. V’’ariouH pro- 
ceedings followed till the end of June, ter- 
minating in the impeachment of lord Mel- 
ville of high crimes and misdemeanors. 

11. Knglaiid concluded the treaty of 
Petersburg, the basis of a third coalition 
ugain>t Fiance. 

Bhurtpore surrendered to lord Lake, 
who concluded a treaty with the rajah, 
stipulating for the payment of twenty lacs 
of lupees to the East India Company. 

23. On the motion of Mr. Grey* Peter 
Stuart, the editor of the Orac/fr,was brought 
to the bar of the house of commons for a 
libellous paragraph, and reprimanded by the 
speaker. 

30. It appeared, from Mr. Trotter's ac- 
count with Messrs. Coiiits’s, that his divi- 
dends from funded property had increased 
from 80/. per annum, in 1791, to 11,308/, 
in 1802. 

The Spanish Inquisition interdicted the 
circulation of 102 literary works. Locke’s 
“ Essay on the Human Understanding” 
was condemned on the ground that its 
doctrines were destructive of moral dcas 
Pope’s works were censured as obscene, 
heretical, and blasphemous against his 
holiness of Rome. 

May 7. Died, at his house, Berkeley- 
square, in his 69th year, Wh.liam Pi5Tty, 
niarquis of Lanboownk, a general in the 
army. This eminent nobleman had long 
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held a conspicuous place iu public and pri- 
vate life, and taken an active part iu most 
of the earlier transactions of the proeut 
reign. He was a whig, but was nut fur 
fettering the crown in the choice of its 
ministers hy factious combinations. WTiile 
premier, in 1782, he introduced Mr. Pitt, 
then tweoty-three years of age, to the office 
of chancellor of the exchequer. His lord- 
ship's entailed estates, worth 35.000/. per 
annum, descended to bis eldest son ; and 
10,000/. a year, and 100,000/. in specie 
(^Annual Registtr^ xlvii. 477), were willed 
to his second son, lord Henry Petty, soon 
after chancellor of the exchequer. 

10* Lord Grenville introduced into the 
lords the subject of the Irish catholic 
claims. He was supported hy lord Moira, 
and opposed by lords Sidmuuth, Hawkes- 
hury, and Redesdale. Catholic petition 
rejected hy 178 to ^9. 

13. Same subject brought forward in the 
commons by Mr. Fox, and eloquently 
seconded by Mr. Giattan, who made his 
first speech in the British senate. Mr. 
Pitt, who resigned in 1801 on the ground 
of his inability to carry a measure in fa- 
vour of the catholics, declared that his sen 
timents remained unaltered, but that, so 
long as the king was opposed to catholic 
emancipation and the popular feeling 
against it, he should consider it hh duty 
not only to oppose the introduction of the 
subject, but deprecate its agitation. Mo- 
tion negatived by 336 against 124. 

18. Being Saturday night, the bishop 
of T.ondon compelled the curtain at the 
Opera-house to drop at 12 o’clock, before 
the ballet was finished. He also tried to 
prevent the desecration of Sunday by even- 
ing routs and concerts iu the metro pi)l!s, 

25. Death oeWii.i.iAM Pai.ev, D.I). — 
This eminent theologian and moralist was 
a native of Peterborough, and slowly rose, 
from being an assistant in a Greenwich 
academy, to be archdeacon of Carlisle 
and a prebendary of St. Paul’s ; preferments 
below his deserts, and unequal to the im- 
portant services he rendered iu support of 
our lay and ecclesiastical establishments. 
There is perhaps no public writer who has 
so essentially contributed to form the poli- 
tical mind of the community, and affbided 
so many ingenious and forcible argtiments 
iu defence of the excellencies, along with 
the defects, of public institutions. It is 
the sacrifice of principle to expediency that 
chiefly renders Paley objectionable as a 
general teacher of ethical and social 
science. Ilis style is clear and inasculiiie, 
but not always neat; his illustrations apt 
and striking; his applications practical; 
his judgment shrewd ami penetrating. At 
the university he refused to sign the pe- 
tition for relief in the matter of siibscrip* 
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tion to the Articlett ; observinff, with more 
point than decorum, that *‘he cotild not 
afford to keep a conscience a burst, pro- 
bably, of the levity not unusual with him, 
rather than of a rule of life. Mr. Pitt is 
said to have wishei to bestow a mitre upon 
Paley, but was thwarted in a high quarter, 
oix the ground that the doctor was nut suf- 
ficiently orthodox for the episcopal bench. 

26. Emperor of France crowned king 
of Italy in the cathedral of Milan. Na* 
poleon himself took from the altar the 
iron crown of Charlemagne, and placed it 
on his head amidst shouts of acclamation. 

June 4. Genoa annexed to France. 

II. Lord Melville appeared within the 
bar of the commons to answer the charges 
against him. He solemnly denied having 
derived any private benefit from the prac- 
tices of Mr. Trotter ; but confessed b.e hat! 

applied the sum of 10,000/. in a way he 
could not reveal consistently with private 
hcnv)ur and public duty.’* His loidship’s 
speech made little impression, and the 
house determined on a criminal prosecu- 
tion. 

13. Miss Paterson, an American lady, 
and wife of Jerome Buonaparte, prohibited 
landing in France by the French emperor. 

21. The commons voted to the duke of 
Athol in perpetuity an additional grant of 
3500/. per annum, in compensation for the 
sovereignty of the Isle of Man, which the 
duke’s ancestor had sold to government, 
forty years before, for 70,000/. 

25. Lord Melville’s friends having made 
fresh discoveries, the proceeding by criminal 
prosecution w^ts abandoned, and an im- 
peachment agree<l to. 

The famous “ Fairlop Oak,” forty-eight 
feet in girth, and supposed to be 500 years 
old, injured by a party who had lighted a 
fire near it for amusement. 

The preparations for invasion continued 
with unabated activity at Boulogne. The 
anny assembled amounted 100,000 men, 
officered by the first military characters in 
the imperial service. On the other hand 
gigantic efforts were made to repel the at- 
tack, and a range of martello-towers erect- , 
ed on the most exposed parts of the s mth- 
ern coast. 

July 1. Hamilton Rowan, in the King’s- 
bench, Dublin, pleaded the king’s pardon 
for treasonable practices. 

10. Lords Sidmouth and Biicktiigham- 
shire resigned, the former succeeded by 
lord (!amden, the latter by lord liarrow- 
by. The reaignations chiefly arose from a 
difference with the mir.ister on the prosecu- 
t-on of Melville, Mr. Pitt wishing to screen 
un old colleague. Lord Castlereai^h be- 
came foreign secretciry, and lord Bar- 
ham was placed at the head of the ad- 
miralty. 


12. Parliament prorogued by commi.s« 
sion. 

23. Admiral sir Robert Calder captured 
two sail of the line of the combined French 
and Spanish fleet, off Ferrol. The rest of 
the enemy’s ships got back to Cadir. 

29. Marquis Cornwallis, the new gover- 
iior-gtmeral of India, arrived at Calcutta. 

Salisbury-plain, lately an unprofitable 
waste {Ann. lieg. for 1805, p. 400), now in 
extensive tracts, presents the most gratify- 
ing appearance of cultivation and produce. 
A few years since there was scarcely an 
enclosure, or a spot of tillage, for upwards 
of twenty miles, betwen Andover and 
Blar.dford ; the whole of which is now re- 
claimed, and under various crops of excel- 
lent promise. 

Aug. 9. Austria joined the coalition. 

12. Circus, St. Get )rge*s-fi elds, burnt. 

15. Grand fdte at Stowe, given by the 
marquis of Buckingham to 400 of the no- 
bility and others. The jTince of Wales 
was present, accompanied by Mr. Fox. 

25. Died, in his r)2iHl year, William 
Henry duke of Gloucester, next brother to 
the king, much respected for the virtues of 
private life. He had married an English 
lady, and conciliated pojiular favour by the 
education of bis son in England. 

Stpt, 9. (iregorian calendar adopted in 
France. 

21, Mr. Blight, a respectable ship-broker 
of Deptford, while sitting in his parlour, 
was shot by an unknown person. Mr. 
Patch, whom he had sboitly before ad- 
mitted to a share in his business, was soon 
after apprehended, tried, and convicted of 
the murder. 

24. The French emperor left Purls to 
place himself at the head of his army at 
Str.isburg. 

Oct. 5. Died, at Gazeepore, after a long 
life devoted to the public service, Chahi.ks 
Makquis CoHNWAi.i.is. goveinor-generiil of 
India, lie was piovisioiuilly succeeded by 
the senior member of council, sir (leorge 
Barlow. The niaiquis had only arrived in 
India in July, and had been sent with the 
view of terminating the wars of conquest 
waged against the native princes, aiul 
adopting towards them a more pacific line 
of policy than that of his predecessor, tlie 
marquis Wellesley. It was the wish oi 
the East India Company, though its pur- 
pose was frustrated by the veto ol the 
Board of Control, at which lord Castle- 
reagh presided. 

17. Ui.M capitulated to the emperor Na- 
|)oleuu, by which general Mack and 30.961 
.Austrians laid down their arms. *be 3 f 
were the remains of a veteran army o 
90,000. The archduke Ferdinand, at the 
head of u bwdy of cavalry, alone succeeded 
in making good his retreat into Bohemm* 
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This first blow of the war was effected by 
the masterly tactic cumbinj.tioiis of the 
French emperor, who suddenly invested 
Ulm, where liis opponent lay, apparently 
spelUbound, without attempting to give 
battle or retreat. Buonaparte addres.sed 
the Austrian otficers, and told them he 
wished for nothing upon the Continent. 
“France,” says he, “desires only ships, 
colonies, and commerce.” 

20. VVerneck, in Italy, with 15,000 
men, surrendered to the French under 
general Murat. 

24. Victory of Trafaloau, in which 
the gallant Nelson fell, like \Volfe, in the 
inoinent of victory. The combined French 
and Spanish fleets, consisting of thirty, 
three sail of the line, had put to se i from 
Cadiz, under admirals Villeneuve and Gra- 
vinu. Tlie English fiet t amounted to 
twenty-seven ships of the line, mostly of 
the largest rate. About noon the battle 
began ; the signal being — since become a 
national proverb — “England expects every 
man to do his duty.” In two columns, under 
Nelson and Collingwood, the British bore 
down, piercing the enemy’s line, when the 
conflict became furious ; hut in a couple of 
hours nineteen ships struck their colours, 
incliidiug the French admiral’s and two 
other flag'ships. The loss ot the combined 
fleets was eiior.nous : the Spanish admiral 
Graviua was mortally woun<led ; and Ville- 
neuve, unable to bear his defeat, soon 
after pnt an end to himself. The loss of 
the English, in killed and wounded, 
amounted to 1589, and, including the hero 
of the Nile, cast a shade over this brilliant 
naval achievement. 

27. Captain Wright died suddenly, in 
tlio Temple. His death has been attributed 
to the Frencli government, but it had no 
interest in such a catastrophe {vide p. 659). 

Aop. 4. Sir Richard Strachaa with four 
ships, after a spirited tight, captured ofi‘ 
Ferrol four French first-rates that had 
escaped fn>m the battle of Trafalgar. 

14. The French entered Vienna. Mas- 
sena was advancing to the same point 
from Italy, driving before him the arch- 
duke Charles. 

‘-^6. The stupendous aqueduct of Pont- 
cyoylte, upon the Ellesmere canal, at the 
eastern extremity of the romantic vale of 
Llangollen, opened. It is 1007 feet in 
length and 127 in height; Mr. Telford the 
architect. 

2. Battlk of An stskmtz, near 
Olmutz ; the French emperor defeating 
the Austro- Russian armies, amounting to 
80,000 men, commanded by general Kutii- 
sj)ff and prince Lichtenstein. It was called 
the battle of the ‘'Three Emperors,” and 
was well contested; but 100 pieces of 
cannon and 30,000 killed, wounded, and 


prisoners, attested the triumph of Napoleon. 
An immense number perished in a lake by 
the ice giving way. Davoust, Lannes, 
Soiiit, Berthier, and Murat most distin- 
guished tliemselves among the French 
marshals. 

6. An armistice concluded at a personal 
interview, on the high road of Uollitsch, 
betvi'een the emperors of Austria and 
France; to which the emperor Alexander 
acceded. 

23. Vice-admiral sir Robert Calder tried 
by a court-martial for not bringing to ac- 
tion a second time the French fleet off' Fer- 
rol on the 23rd and 24th of July last, and 
found guilty of an error of judgment ; fot 
which he w as sentenced to be reprimanded. 
Sir Hubert was in his 60th year, forty-six of 
which he had honourably passed in the 
public Service ; and he deeply felt the re- 
proach cast upon him. 

24. Peace concluded in India with the 
Mahraita chiefs Holkar and Sciudiah. 

26. Trkaty of P^KSBURa. — Austria 
ceded the old Venetian states to the new 
kingdom of Italy, and acknowledged 
Buonaparte’s new kings of Bavaria and 
Wirtemberg. The emperor lost in subjects 
more than 2,700,000 souls, and in revenue, 
16,000,000 of florins. The total exclusion 
from Italy, and the cession of the Tyrolese 
frontier to Bavaria, were severe strokes 
upon the political consequence of Austria. 
Prussia, which had iusidiously held back, 
watching the progress of the campaign, 
determined for the present to preserve 
peace with France, and concluded a con- 
vention with that power by which Hanover 
was provisionally exchanged for Anspach, 
Cleves, and Neufchatel. 

There were committed for crimes in 
England and Wales, 4605 ; of whom 530 
received sentence of death, and 68 exe- 
cuted ; and 595 transported. 

Annual Obituauy. — William Buchan, 
M.D., 76, author of the “ Domestic Medi- 
cine he sold the copyright of this popu- 
lar manual to the booksellers for 700/., 
and the sale of it produced them that sum 
annually {Ann, xlvii, 467). Of ner- 
vous fever, Frederick Schiller, the cele- 
brated German pv)et. Robert Bissett, 
LL.D., 46, author of a “ Life of Burke.” 
&c. Richard Suett, 49, comedian of Driiry- 
laiie. Christopher .^nstey, 81, author of 
the “ New Bath Guide.” At Paris, M. 
Anquetil du Perron, 73, a distinguished 
man of letters. Mrs. (-rouch, 46, popular 
singer and actress. M. Chappe, the in- 
ventor of the telegraph: he drowned him- 
.self in a well from weariness of life. 

A.i>. 1806. French War with Phussia. 
— The French emperor continued^ his rest- 
less career of change and territorial acqui- 
sition. The petty republics which he had 
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essentially coniiibutuil to establish during 
tlie rage uf democracy were converted into 
monarchies, or annexed to his rapidly-ex- 
tending empire. His brothers, Joseph 
and Louis, were placed on thrones, and 
several of the electors and princes of Ger- 
many elevated to regality. By the esta- 
blishment of the Rhenish Confederacy, of 
which he was declared protector, the Ger- 
manic iV.deration was dissolved, and the 
emperor Francis publicly renounced his 
imperial supremacy. Prussia, not being 
allowed to form a counter-league in the 
north of Europe, rashly determined to try 
the fortune of war after her balancing 
policy between France and the coalition 
had left her without a single confederate. 
Ill a single battle the pride of victories, of 
military discipline and organization, inhe- 
rited from Frederick the Great, was laid 
prostrate. Within a month Prussia was 
overrun by the French legions, her strong- 
est fortresses surrendered, and her capital 
entered by the conqueror. Before the 
close of the campaign Buonaparte had 
penetrated beyond Warsaw in pursuit of 
the Russians, and projected the re-esta- 
hhshment of the kingdom of Poland. 
Domestic events were signalised by the 
deaths, first of Mr. Pitt, and then, within 
a few months after, of Mr. Fox ; two 
statesmen who had long divided in a more 
equal degree the suiiVages of the nation 
than the favour of the crown. A stronger 
disposition towards a continental peace 
and the reform of tiscal abuses formed the 
chief features that distinguished the Gren- 
ville ministry from their predecessors. A 
general election, however, at the end of 
the year showed that they had no support 
in the country adequate to supply the 
absence of the contidence of the court. 

Jan. 1. The four vergers of St. Paul’s 
made upwards of 1000/. by the udmission 
of the public to see the preparations for 
the funeral of Lord Nelson; *the door- 
money” says the Annual Uegintery ** is 
taken as at a puppet-show, and amounted 
fur several days to more than 40/. fur each 
day.” 

5. Great hall of Greenwich-huspltal 
thrown open to the public to view the 
coffin of admiral Nelson. 

8. The English, under commodore sir 
Home Popham and generals sir David 
Baird and Beresford, obtained possession 
of the Ciiyt of Good Hope, experiencing 
little resi-tance from Janssens, the Dutch 
governor. 

9. The remains of Lord Nelson interred 
in St. Paul's cathedral : upwards of 160 
carriages followed the burial- car : the 
prince of Wales and royal dukes, both 
houses of parliament, and the corporation 
of London, formed part of the procession. 


The funeral service was performed by torch- 
light. 

12. An attorney stood in the pillory, in 
front of Newgate, for defrauding a man ol 
140/. under pretence of getting him a 
place in the ordnance. 

pARMAMKNT Opened by the king. Con. 
gratulations on naval successes, regrets at 
the disasters of our allies, and an intima- 
tion that one million of the droits of admi- 
ralty would be applied to the public ser- 
vice, formed the substance of the royal 
speech. Intelligence of the dangerous 
situation of the minister caused the inten- 
tion of moving an amendment to be aban- 
doned. 

20. Sir J. Duckworth captured three 
French ships of the line, part of a squadron 
that had e.scapcd from the harbour of Brest. 

23. Dkath of Mu. Pitt. — The lute 
premier was the second and favouiiie of 
three sons of the celebrated earl of Chat- 
ham. At an early period he gave earnest 
of future eminence, and his father used to 
say that “he would one day increase the 
glory of the name of Pitt.” Till the age 
of fourteen his education was domestic, tlie 
earl himself sedulously co-operating with a 
private tutor in directing his mind to use- 
ful attainments ; accustoming him espe- 
cially to argue logically and huranguc witli 
elegance, fluency, and force. Yuiing Pitt 
was thus nurtured in the arts of statesman, 
ship by one of its first masters. At Cam- 
bridge he was conspicuous for classical and 
mathematical knowledge. He tinished his 
educational course by entering himself stu- 
dent of LincoluVinn, and practising as 
junior-counsel on the western circuit, to 
which (Wmw. Reg, xlix, 79*1.) he thought 
of returning in 1803, when out of office, as 
a brief mode of extrication from poverty. 
His maiden speech in the house of coin- 
inuns was in defence of Mr. Burke’s civil- 
list reform bill: he also spoke with energy 
in favour of parliamentary reform, and 
made three specific motions on the suIj- 
ject ; he was even chosen and acted as a 
delegate in one of the meetings htdcl in 
Westminster for the furtherance of that 
measure. As a son of Chatham he es- 
chewed the Rockingham, and attached 
himself to the Shelburne wliigs, ninh r 
whom he became chancellor of the exche- 
quer at the age of twenty-three. 
ministry l>eing dissolved by the coalition ol 
North and Fox, he was thrown into ojq o- 
sition, where ho soon showed himselt an 
adept in parliamentary warfare. Dexter- 
ously availing himself of the weak points 
in Mr. Burke’s scheme of Indian govern- 
ment, ho supplanted the coalitionists with 
the concurrent approbation of king a"d 
people. JTor seventeen years after — eight 
of peace and nine of war— he was pnmo 
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minister of Eiijjiund. The character of his 
j'eace administration has been already 
dfsciihed (p. 533): it was favourable to 
tiscal and commercial improvements. In 
war he was signally unsuccessful ; ex- 
cept naval triumphs he did not reap even 
the melancholy glory of victories. It was 
for the protraction rather than the com- 
mencement of hostilities for which Mr. 
Pitt seems to have been most justly ob- 
noxious to animadversion. Alarmed by 
the destructive aspect of the French revo- 
lution, excited and misled by inflammatory 
writings, the war was national at the be- 
ginning, and perhaps unavoidable by any 
minister; but the country might have been 
withdrawn from the arena in 179 ), contem- 
poraneously with Spain and Prussia, and 
Austria left singly to contend for the resto- 
ration of the Sdignorial rights of the Ger- 
inun princes in Alsace and Loiraine. liut 
the unbending miii<l of Mr. Pitt would not 
allow him to terminate hostilities when 
aimless and hopeless; he had reluctantly 
entered into them, hut having done so he 
must successfully conclude them ; and ra- 
ther than do otherwise, after they became 
i.npopular, he withdrew from office, on the 
ground of inability to redeem his pledge to 
the catholics of Ireland. Both in the com- 
mencement of the war, and in his internal 
policy, Mr. Pitt was controlled by circum- 
stances. “ lie perceived the formidable 
CO- operation of external and internal ene- 
mies ; hut the funner could not be eflectu- 
ally resisted except by open war, nor the 
latter without coercive acts of the legisla- 
ture ; and he was pursuaded that neither 
of these expedients, exclusive of his own 
earnest wish not to have recourse to them, 
would be approved till their necessity was 
iihvious and incontestihle.” — ( Bishop Tom- 
line s Memoirs of /he Life of Pitt, ii. GlH.) 
Upon these points great differences of opi- 
nion prevailed, and still continue to di- 
vide politicians. The number of republican 
societies established throughout the empire 
was very great, and their activity incessant. 
This appears from the elaborate Report on 
Seditious Societies of Mr. Secretary Dun- 
das {Ann, Bey. xH. 150), who ndnuteh 
describes their ramifications through Eng 
laud, Ireland, and Scotland, and tlien 
'reasonable correspondence with France 
through agents established at Hamburgh. 
13ut notwithstanding the severe and un- 
constiiutional measures to which Mr. Pitt 
resorted to counteract their machinations, 
he M'as a sincere revolution whig of 16S8, 
ol a liberal denomination : upon principles 
ol justice and fiound policy, he was favour- 
able to every species of rlomestic reform ; 
there was no abuse in the Chuich, nor in 
the revenue department, nor in the laws 
fttf'ectiug different religionists, nor even in 


parliamentary represeutalion, to the re- 
moval of which he was m»t friendly, but 
be made bis principles subordinate to bis 
xinbitiou. This was the ruling passion of 
[lis soul, as it was of his father to be at 
he head of the public administration. 
For this he lent himself to the bigotry of 
:he court, to the selfish fears of the aristo- 
cracy, to dangerous inroads on the consti- 
ution, to popular ignorance and dehoion, 
:u intriguing and mercenary lawyers, and 
to the corrupt agencies of a war- faction 
whom a long course of lavish expenditure 
raised into an almost irresistible influence. 
He was obstinate; he was proud and 
haughty ; but these all bent to the love of 
power. The African slave-trade, parlia. 
mentary reform, catholic emancipation, 
the friends of humanity, the •‘Fiiends 
of the People,’* and the Grenvilles, were 
all in turn abandoned or dashed aside if 
hey endangered the possession or blocked 
up the ]>assage to the treasury. It must 
have been au ignoble education that taught 
him to prefer place to principle ; ministe- 
rial leadership to the glory of natiotial 
ameliorations. Notwithstanding this sup- 
pleness of course, Mr. Pi t possessed great 
and uncommon endowments. Self- reliance, 
boldness, loftiness, discreetness, and perse- 
verance, were the qualities that marked the 
outset and progress of his career. In a 
priod of unexampled trial there was no- 
thing in our political constitution, in 
finance or currency, in domestic or foreign 
policy, that he did lud fearlessly put to 
hazard, to triumph in the struggle ; evincing 
a consciousness of strength and rectitude, if 
not a resoluteness, approaching to hardi- 
hood. But though his plans were ]>rosi- 
ciited with constancy and vigour, they were 
often ill conceived, and, from choice of 
instruments, badly executed. Events at- 
tested him to be more a mistaken than suc- 
ce.s.sfiil minister. He cannot be reckeiied 
a great man because he neglected the only 
foundation iiptin which true greatness can 
he established. Public happiness, legisla- 
tion, morals, science, and literature, owed 
little to him. He was not even a saga- 
cious st.atesman, for he neither foresaw the 
beginning nor thi* end of the French war; 
and he conducted and defended it upon 
grounds irrelevant to its origin and cliarac- 
ter. His chief gift was eloquence ; it was 
commanding, specious, logical, tasteful, 
and persuasive. It was, however, more 
the eloquence of an academician thiUi ot 
genius, of words than thoughts, of inge- 
nious evasions and dexterous suggestioms 
than of solid and original argument.s. Its 
dignified and equable flow, as well as tho 
sarcasm in which he excelled, indicatetl 
more of a cold, watchful, and subtle nature 
than of generous feeling and noble eiithu« 
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siasm. Mr. Pitt’s voice' was poweiTiil and 
harmuiiious^ constitntini^ his chief exterior 
accomplishment. His fij^ure was gaunt, 
his countenance harsh and severe, his 
action ungraceful and monotonous, his 
air collegiate, and, often walking with his 
mouth open, his face did not express the 
intellectuality of his mind. Save the ora* 
tory and statesmanship of this celebrated 
minister, there is nothing else to delineate. 
His life had neither spring nor autumn ; 
to the joys of youth and the tranquil retro- 
spections of aee he died a stranger. Like the 
cathedral of dtre Dame to the Hunchback 
of \ ictor Hugo, l>owning-street became his 
microcosm, out of which he hud no existence. 
Ill private life he was improvident, but 
urbane, convivial, simple in his tastes, and 
Void of ostentation. From the meanness 
of avarice he was totally free y ^ut, disin- 
terested himself, he was perhaps too slow 
in suspecting the contrary in some of his 
colleagues. He died, like admiriA Nelson, 
who shed a ])ar:iiig glory over his public 
admiuistratioii, iu the 47th year of his age. 

26. Buonaparte returned to his capital 
from Vienna. Paris immediately became 
a scene of splendid fetes and rejoicings, on 
account of the late victories in Germany. 

27. Mr. II. Lascelles q^oved in the house 
of commons an address to the king, to give 
directions for the interment of Mr. Piit in 
Westminster-abbey, and the erection of a 
monument to his honour. It was supported 
by lord Castlereagh, Mr. Hose, and Mr. 
Wilberforce; upposeef by bird Folkstoiie 
and Messrs. Fox, W. Smith, Poiisonby, and 
'Windham. The last objected to tlie phrase 
** excellent statesman,’' given to the de- 
ceased in the prviposed address. For the 
motion, 25S ; against it, 89. 

31. Leave given to bring in a bill to as- 
certain tht|^ population of Irelaial. 

Feb» 3. Mr. Cartwright moved that a 
sum not exceeding 40,000/. be gi anted fur 
the payment of the debts of Mr. Pitt, 
which was carried without opposition. 

5. Guenville Ministry. — So much 
were the strength and credit of the 
ministry dependent upon Mr. Pitt, that lord 
Hawkesbury declined the oder of becoming 
his successor, and it became necessary to 
make an entire change in the goveininent 
of the country. The task of forming the 
new administration was confided to lord 
Grenville, who with the assent of the king 
called to his aid Mr. Pox. These leaders, 
however, could not command more than 
150 members of the house of commons 
(Annm Reg, xlviii. 2*iyt and, not being cor- 
dially supported by the court, they were 
compelled to strengthen themselve-s by 
auxiliaries. For this purpose the Adding- 
tons were incorporated; lord Sidmoiitlfs 
influence over the king continuing undi- 


minished, and his party considerable both 
ill parliament and the country. Thus the 
new ministry consisted of three sections of 
politicians : first, the Grenvilles, consisting 
of the whig families (the Beiitincks except- 
ed) who had been the strenuous supporters 
of the war, but were favourable to catholic 
emancipation; secondly, the followers of 
Mr. Fox, who coincided with the Grenvilles 
chiefly in the policy of the latter question ; 
thirdly, the Addingtons who were opposed 
to concession to the Irish catholics, but 
friendly to external peace and the reform of 
domestic abuses. Mutual concessions and 
compromises of opinion became inevitable ; 
questions on which they differed were post- 
poned, and those only on which there was 
a general agreement were agitated. Upon 
this basis the government was constituted 
as follows f — 

Lord Grenville, First l^ord of ihc Treasury » 

Viscount Sidmoiith, Lord Trivy Sea/. 

Mr. Fox, Secretary for Foreiyn jdffai s. 

Lord Krskine, Lord Chance//ut\ 

Lord Ilowick, First LordofllieAdmxra/ty. 

Lord Henry Petty, Chancellor of the Es- 
chequer'. 

Karl Spencer, Home Secretary. 

Mr. Windham, Colonial Sect clary. 

Lonl JMinto, President of the India Board. 

General Fitzp.itrick, Sccr<^tary at B ar, 

Mr. Sheridan, Treasurer of the Savy. 

Sir Arthur Piggott, Attorney ^General. 

Sir Sutnuel Romilly, Sidivitor General. 

The first eight formed the cabinet, with 
the addition of chief juntice Kllenborough, 
who was included as the fiieiul of lonl 
.Sidinouth. In Ireland the duke of Bed- 
ford was lord lieutenant ; Mr. Pousouby 
lord chancellor; Mr. Piunkett attorne\- 
geiieral ; Mr. Bush solicitor-general; Mr. 
Oiirran master of tlie roils. Lord Hawkes- 
bury. who had ilecbned the premieishi)', 
obtained for bimseif, just lelore the new 
ministry was completed, tlie valuable sine- 
cure of warden of the cinque-porls. Ti e 
auditorship of the exchequer not heiui; 
compatible with lord Oreiiviile’s new ap- 
pointment, an act was passed to ipudify 
him to hold both offices; his lonisliip not 
wishing to relinquish a sinecure for life of 
4000/. a-year for the uncertain office of first 
lord of the treasury. A third question that 
originated much party discussion was the 
admission of the chief justice of Kiigland 
iuto the cabinet. This was considered 
an unconstitutional infringement of the 
independence of the judges, of which 
there was no precedent since the Revoh: 
tion, except in the case of lord Mansfield, 
who, as a cabinet-minister, took an open 
part as the adviser of the crown. 

6. At a meeting of the common-coun- 
cil of Loigdon it wag moved that a monu- 
ment be erected in Guildhall to the me- 
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mory of Mr. Pitt, and the motion carried 
by a majority of 77 asainst 71. 

8. Sir Francis Burdett having declined 
opposing Mr. Mainwaring's petition, the 
latter was declared M.P. for Middlesex. 

18. Joseph Buonaparte entered Naples 
and assumed the sovereignty. 

19. An iron bridge over the New-cut, i 
Bristol, fell down and shivered to pieces. 

20. Mr. Pitt’s body laid in state this 
day and the next in the Painted Chamber, 
Westminster. 

Mr. Fox, in a note to Talleyrand, ap- 
prised him of the offer of a Frenchman to 
assassinate Buonaparte. It led to some 
coircspondence on the subject of opening 
a neguchition for peace on the basis of the 
treaty of Amiens, hut ended without any 
satistactory conclusion. 

22. Mr. Pitt publicly interred in West- 
minster Abbey : the funeral was thinly at- 
tended. Dr. Vincent, the dean, read the 
service; and the herald, alter pronouncing 
over his grave the titles of the deceased 
minister, declared non sthi tetl patriot vixit. 

At the Middlesex sessions th»^ marquis 
de Chambonas was convicted and sen- 
tenced to six months* imprisoutnent in 
Newgate for defrauding of several sums of 
money Bertrand de Moleville, tiie author 
of ‘‘ Memoirs of the French Revolution.** 

MA.NAueMKNT OF Pios. — The following 
experiment lias been made by a gentleman 
of Norfolk (^Annual Rffpster, xlviii. 37.)). 
Six pigs of ne »rly equal weight were put to 
keeping at the same time, and treated the 
same as to food and litter for seven weeks. 
'I’hree of them were left to shift for them- 
sidves as to c/ean/inesa ; the other three 
V ere kept as clean as possible by a man 
employed fur the purpose with a curry- 
comb and brush. The last consumed iu 
seven v\eeks fewer peas by five bushels 
than the other three, yet weighed more 
when killed by two stone and four pounds 
upon the average. 

24. General Thomas Picton tried in the 
court of king's bench before lord Kllen- 
borough for ordering, while governor of 
Trinidad, the torture to he inflicted on 
A^ouisa Calderon, a girl eleven years of 
age, to extort the confession of a theft. 
The torture employed was that called 
picketing^ consisting of suspi nsion by one 
Wrist, the foot resting on a spike. Defence 
Set up was that the general only acted 
coiiformiibly to the Spanish laws under 
which the island was goven ed. The jury 
found him guilty, 

Mar. 3. Debates in both houses of par- 
liament on the cabinet appointment of thf 
chief justice Ellenborough. Resolution ol 
censure negatived without a division in the 
lords ; and by a majority of 222 against 
6^ in tile commons. 


7. The skeleton of a crocodile ten feet 
and a half in length found at Doddridge 
in Gloucestershire in a solid stratum of 
limestone twenty feet thick, and embedded 
fifteen feet below the surface. 

13. Two French ships of war, com- 
manded by admiral Linois, captured by 
sir J. B. Warreu. 

26. Mr. Fox informed Talleyrand of the 
readiness of England to treat for peace, 
but only in concert with Russia. 

28. Lord Henry Petty opened, in a per- 
spicuous statement, the Budget. The 
annual charge of the debt was now u^h 
wards of 27,000,000/. The requisite sup. 
plies were stated at 43,618,472/. ; and 
among the proposed means was a loan of 
eighteen millions, and war-taxes to the 
amount of nineteen millions. The income- 
tax was rai^d from six and a half to ten 
per C4‘nt., including all property above 50/. 
a-year ; and, though highly unpopular, 
was continued during all the subsequent 
years of the war. Some s.dntary regula- 
:iuns were introduced f^ir correcting great 
abuses in the revenue department. There 
had been a gradual accumulation of unau- 
dited account *4, amounting, when ministers 
came into office, to 534 millions. The sa- 
isfaction expressej^ at these economical 
reforms was only abated by a new impost 
on \)ig-irou, the exemption of the fun(te<l 
property of the king from the income-tax, 
and the additional annuities granted to 
the royal family. ^ 

Apr. 1. The king of Prussia declared 
himself sovereign of Hanover. 

3. Mr. Windham, who had always op- 
posed the volunteer system, brought lor- 
ward his plan of limited service. He pro- 
posed that the infantry should be enlisted 
for seven years only, with liberty to renew 
their services for another seven yeais, le- 
ceiving an increase of pay. Cavalry and 
artillery to be enlisted for ten years, the 
second period six, and the third live years. 
The pl.ui was strenuously opposed, but 
passed into a law. Lord Casilereagh said 
the prosperity of the country was such that 
ministers “ reposed on a bed of Mses ; * 
a state of bliss that became the subject of 
^lopular caricatures. 

5. Richard Patch tried at Horsenionger- 
lane, for the murder of his partner, Isaac 
Blight. He was found guilty, as l)cf»)re 
stated (p. 660), and executed on the 8ih, 
without exciting any comniiseratinu, from 
the aggravated nature of his offence. He 
was in hia 38th year, and obdurately re- 
fused to confess, though he dhl not deny 
his crime. 

General Mirandii sailed from New York 
to the Spanish main with 360 adventurers 
of different nations. 

18, American congress passed h non- 
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iniporf at ion act ^against British nianiifac< 
tiires, on ^count of the impressment o: 
their seamen, and other violations of their 
neutral rights. 

22. Chakgks against Marquis Wel< 
LESLEY. — -Mr. Paul, a gentleman who had 
recently returned from India, made several 
attempts in the course of the parliament- 
ary session to establish charges of mal- 
administration against the late governor 
general. On the 22nd he- stated the heads 
of the charges he intended to bring for- 
ward. They chiefly referred to the system 
of territorial acquisition and wasteful ex- 
penditure in which lord Wellesley had 
indulged, in his Indian government, from 
1798 to ISO;'). During this period the 
debts of the Company had increasetl from 
twelve to thirty-one millions. But the profit- 
less results of the impeachmcait of Mr. 
Hastings deterred all parlies, and even the 
public, from encouraging a similar mode of 
]»rocedure. Mr. Paul, whose temper was 
not very suitable to the arduous task he 
had undertaken, persevered, however, till 
his death in liis hopeless task. 

2j. Lord Ho wick moved for, and ob- 
tained an increase of, pay for seamen, 

29. Trial of lord Melville, by impeach- 
ment of the commons, began in West- 
minster-hall, 

d/oy 12. First stone laid of Ilailybury- 
college, near Hertford, for the education of 
the civil servants of the Fast India Com- 
pany. 

Parliament granted to earl Nelson, bro- 
ther of the late gallant admiral, and his 
heirs, 5000/. per annum, and 120,000/. to 
purchase a family estate. 

29. The king directed an inquiry into 
the conduct of tlie princess of Wales. 
About two months alter, the commission 
of inquiry made its report to the efi'ect 
that the alleged pregnancy and delivery of 
the princess had been disproved. 

5. Louis Buonaparte, a younger 
brother of Napoleon, elected king of Ilol- 
land. 

1 0. Abolition ov Si.avk Tu vni:.— Sir Ar- 
thur Pigott, having previously introduced a 
bill restraining this iniquitous traffic, Mr. 
Fox moved a resolution, 'J'hat this house, 
conceiving the African slave-trade to be con- 
trary to the principles of justice, humanity, 
and sound policy, will, with all practicable 
expedition, proceed to take effectual mea- 
sures f r abolislnng the said trade in such 
manner and at such period as may seem 
advisalde.** On a division, the resolution 
was carried by 114 against 15. On the 
motion of lord Grenville, the lords con- ; 
curved in the same roifolution by a ma- 
jority of 41 to 20. But it was not till the 
next session that this protracted labour of 
humanity was consummated by an act of . 
parliament. 


12. Lord Melville acquitted of the 
charges brought against him, the substance 
of which has been before stated (p. 665). 
The number of peers voting was 135. 

27. Buenos Ayres taken possession of 
by sir Home Popham. The armament for 
this enterprise had been fitted out at the 
Ca])e of Good Ht)pe, without any authority 
from the government at home; and the 
gallant commo lore was so elated with his 
success, that he igmnediately desj)atched 
a circular to England, staling that a whole 
continent had been opened to British com- 
merce. 

The tyrannical conduct of Des'-aliiios, 
the self-constituted emperor of II ay ti, 
having excited an insurrection, in which 
he was killed, Christophe. who had been 
a negro slave, and by trade a tailor, suc- 
ceeded to the supreme power. 

Ja/y 4. Victory ok Maida. — A British 
force, commanded by sir John Stuart, con- 
sisting of 5000 men, landed at Kupbemia, 
to co-opernte with the duke of Calabria 
and the Neapolitans. The French were 
7000 strong, and commanded by general 
Regnier. Confident in his strength, ajul 
sure of success, the French commander 
descended from his position and com- 
menced ihe attack, but when the. bayonets 
crossed he was undeceived ; his line, im- 
mediately giving way, abandoned the 
field, and were pursued with great slaugh- 
ter. This victory jielded the British 
army, however, nothing more soliti than 
glory; for, the enemy being reinforced, sii 
John Stuart was compelled to retire to 
Sicily, 

10. An alarming mutiny broke out 
among the native troops in India i»t Vel- 
ore. It chiefly rose from an alteration in 
he shape of the turban, and an apprehen- 
sion of the sepoys that they would be 
com{)elicd to become Christians, it was 
suppressed by a regiment of dragoons, 
who cut down COO of them, and shot 200 
more. 

12. CoNKKDKUATION OK TIIK RlIINK 
formed, and the French emperor declared 
Its protector : it consisted of the kings ot 
Bavaria and Wirfemberg, tin* elector of 
Baden, the archbishop of Uatislon, the 
landgrave of Hesse Darmstadt, the grand 
duke of Berg, and other German ))iinci s, 
who renounced their connexion with ibt* 
Germanic empire, and appointed a <lict at 
Frankfurt to conduct their common con- 
cerns. Upon news of this asKociatioJi the 
emperor of Austria rcn<iunced the iron 
crown, and absolved the electors ainl 
^..inces of the empire from the duties 
which, as imperial chief, he had a right to 
demand. , ■ 

20. -^Feace between France and Russia 
signed at Paris ; but Alexander refused to 
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ratify it* on tho gronnd that IVOiibril had 
exceeded his instructions. 

23. Jewish Sanhedrim summoned by 
Buonaparte at Paris, and to which he put 
various questions: the substance of the 
answers obtained were^ that the Jews 
allowed of polygamy, divorce, and mar* 
riages with other sects, but varied by 
usage. * 

Aug* 12. Spaniards retake Buenos Ayres. 

26. General abhorrence excited by Buo- 
naparte causing a bookseller named Palm, 
of JMuremberg, to be shot for vending a 
book reflecting on his government. N apo- 
leon ordered 6000 copies of the iniquitous 
sentence on Palm to be distributed to 
deter others from the like offence. 

Stpt, 12. Death of LohdThuri.ow. — 
Edward Thurlow was one of three sons of 
the vicar of Ashfield in Suffolk, to whom 
the father used to say that a good edu- 
cation was all he could adbrd to give 
them, and their success in life must depend , 
on the use they made of it. About Edward | 
he felt no apprehension, being convinced 
that he would fight his wa}',” which he 
did very unscrupulously. An accidental 
brief he obtained in the great Douglas 
cause brought him into notice at the bar ; 
and a strong and acute, but coarse mind, 
much assurance, with great laxity of prin- 
ciple, did the rest. He and VVedderburn, 
as solicitor and attorney-general were the 
chief supporters of Lord North in the 
house of commons, during the disastrous 
American war. As a pev^onal friend of the 
king, Thurlow retained the great seal during 
the short ministry of the marquis of Rock- 
ingham. Under an outer-crust of blunt 
huaesty and seeming independence, he 
concealed a great deal of selfish cunning, 
suppleness, and intrigue. By brow « beating 
the duke of Grafton, whom he called the 
accident of an accident,” and other great 
lords, he made himself popular with the 
people, and perhaps with George III., who 
used to wink at his immoralities for the sake 
of his servility, though the king refused 
the same indulgence to Mr. Fox, who was 
not so dexterous a courtier. His double 
practices were however dctecteil, pending 
the settlement of the regency, in 1788 ; 
when it wa'i discovered that the tory chan- 
cellor, to keep his office, had been se- 
cretly intriguing with the whig heir-appa- 
rent. This appears to have damaged 
Thurlow in the estimation of the king, 
who consented to part with him, at the 
instance of Mr. Pitt, in 1792. “ Your 

Iriend, lord Thurlow,” said lord North to 

gentleman known to the chancellor, 
“thinks that his personal inftuence with 
the king authorises him to treat Mr, Pitt 
with humeur. Take my word for it, when- 
ever Mr, Pitt says to the king, ' Sir, the 
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great seal must be m plher 'hands,* the 
king will take the great seal from lord 
Thurlow, and never think any more about 
him.” {^Law Magaxme, vii. 76.) Even so ; 
lord Chancellor Thurlow was dismissed, 
and no more heard of in public life. 
He died after two days’ illness at Brighton 
in his 72ad or 75th year, leaviug no repu- 
tation beyond that of a successful political 
lawyer. He was never married, but he 
left three illegitimate daughters, to two 
of whom he bequeathed 70,000/. each, 
and to the tiiird, who had displeased him 
by marriage, 50/. a month, so long as 
she lived apart from her husband. He 
had a son by a dean's daughter, but he 
died before reaching manhood. For his 
brothers Thurlow procured rich church pre- 
ferments ; one of his nephews, a minor, suc- 
ceeded to his title and estate ; and to 
another he gave the clerkship of the Hanu- 
piT in chancery, a sinecure worth 9000/. 
a-year. He vvas the la.st of the four great 
law-lords whose deaths have been recordeil 
in the present reign, who by industry and 
subtlety acquired peerages and large po.s- 
sessions, but which, by a singular coin- 
cidence, they failed to transmit to diiect 
heirs. Dunning’s title (Ashburton) ex- 
pired in the first generation ; that of 
Mansfield, Rosslyn (Wedderbtirn), and 
Thurlow, tlescended to collaterals. 

13. Death of Mr, Fox, — This eminent 
and inuch*respected statesman expired at 
Chiswick-house, where he had thrice 
wiihin five weeks undergone an operation 
fur the dropsy. He was in his 59th year, 
and the s^^cond son of Henry first lord 
Holland, long the opponent of the first 
earl of Chatham, and whose pecuniary 
conduct as paymaster of the forces at OMe 
time formed the subject of popular animad- 
version {Ann. Reg. xu. 139), Mr. Fox, like 
his rival, the late premier, gave early indi- 
cations of superior capacity ; and like him 
was careftdly educated fur political life. 
Both these <listinguished men began their 
career in the steps of their progenitors ; 
but crossed in their course, one deviating 
into the courtly minister, and the other 
into the popular leader. Natural dispo- 
sition was too strong for the paternal im- 
pulse ; and the close ambition of Mr. Pitt 
threw him os aptly into royal favour as 
the ardent and ingenuous mind of Fox 
into the ranks of the people. While acting 
under the influence of his tory father Mr. 
Fox both spoke and voted against W ilkes. 
He soon, however, dropped into his con- 
genial element, as the advocate of Iree- 
dom. He supported Sir William Mere- 
dith's bill to give relief from subscription 
to the 39 Articles, and steadily opposed 
the war with the American colonies. U 
was the fettiTS of party that tMichained his 
•J X 
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raiiiil ; and to the expediency of faction he 
.sacrificed political rectitude. He coalesced 
with lord North to supplant the Shel- 
buraes in authority ; and on the question 
of the regency, in 1788, advocated a sort of 
tury doctrine of indefeasible right to the 
full hxercise of the executive power by the 
prince of W ales, in which he was neither 
supported by constitutional analogy, a 
majority of the house of commons, nor 
of the ]ieoj)le. Mr. Fox belonged to the 
Corinthian order of politicians {ButlerU 
Jiemini8cence»)t and was averse to any 
organic changes in the constitution that 
might endanger the monopoly of power 
by the great families. He was probably 
more inimical to parliamentary reform 
than Mr. Pitt ; and it was only when 
he despaired of shaking Pitt’s ministry by 
any party combination that he made his 
peace with Horne Tooke, and avowed him- 
self favourable to a change in the national 
representation. Mr. Fox entered public 
life among the aristocracy, lived, and had 
his being among the order ; and witli them 
closed his career. It was by tluir pre- 
vailing influence against the crown that 
he twice became minister j and by them 
he was supported throughout. In power 
he had always their interest in view ; of 
which the p.iin)nage he sought to obtain 
them by his oligarchical India bill was an 
instance. He suppurled the property-tux, 
on the principle that men ought, as far us 
possible, to be retained in the stations 
which they once occupied ; and that it is 
quite as reasonahle the lower orders should 
want as that the higher should be de- 
prived of their usual enjoyments. On the 
breaking out of the French revolution he 
t»ok a firm aud fearless part ; hut it is 
likely he undervalued the temporary suf- 
fering, and even danger, of that great social 
fever, though he did not over-estimate its 
lasting benefits. in the Grenville mi 
nistry he had too brief and limited a share 
to be accountable for its measures ; fur he 
l>egan to feel in March the approach of 
the malady that terminated liis existence. 
The acquirements of Mr. Fox were more 
classical than scientific. Political eco- 
nomy and finance he did not proless to 
understand ; though in one of his speeches 
he helped to bring into public notice tlie 
‘•Wealth of Nations,” by referring to Dr. 
Smith, whose works were as little known 
at the ti ne as those of Beutham many 
years subsequently. Mr. Fox was pro- 
bably not much behind his contemporaries 
on economical subj, cts ; for, though the 
prosperity of the empire mainly depended 
on its capital and industry, the laws that 
regulate them had not generally fixed the 
attention of statesmen. He was well ac- 
quainted with mankind from mingling 


freely in society. He thoroughly under 
stood the political history of the country 
and its constitution, as settled at the revo- 
lution of iG88, according to which the 
executive ought always to be kept subor- 
dinate to a parliamentary majority; and 
which would have been a safe enough 
guarantee of the public weal, had that 
maj<frity represented the national interests. 
Mr. Fox was an orator of the first and 
best class. His eloquence was argument- 
ative, forcible, sententious, and unpreme- 
ditated ; it was genuine, the eloquence of 
conviction, of a warm, just, and noble 
nature. Mr. Fox was a votary of, plea- 
sure. '•Indolence,” Mr. Nichulis says, 
•• was his sultana queen.” A kind, open, and 
generous heart, procured him many and 
attached friends ; and as he had never 
much to reward them with, privately or 
politically, it is likely they were disin- 
terested. 

18. Bank of Kngland declared a half- 
yearly dividend of 3^ per cent., and a 
bonus of 5 per cent., besides paying the 
property-tax. 

*i4. Buonaparte left Paris to place him- 
self at the head of his army ; the chastise- 
ment of Prussia being determined upon, 
who had long pursued a dubious course of 
policy, which left her singly, while en- 
gaged in hostilities with Kngland, to con- 
tend against her powerful antagonist. 

Oc/. 4. Dieil, in his 73rd year, Samuel 
Horsley, bishop of St. Asaph, a preiaio of 
great classical and mathematical actpiire- 
ments, and an astringent theological cun- 
truversialist. He was patronised by lord 
Thurlow, on the ground that those *• wlm 
defend the church ought to be supported 
by the church.” Dr. Horsley hatl gone to 
visit his old friend at Brighton, whom he 
found dead, and seems not to have long 
survived. 

(j. Negociations for peace between 
France and Britain terminated, the latter 
requiring that Hiissia should be a party. 
The subscribers at Lloyd s gave a shout of 
exultation on receipt of the news of the 
failure of lord Lauderdale's pacific mis- 
sion. 

H. The following ministerial changes 
had taken place: viscount Ilowick suc- 
ceeded the late Mr. Fox in the foreign 
secretaryship; Thomas (vreiiville bccaiiie 
first lord of the iidmiraity ; viscount Si<l- 
moutli lord president of the council ; lord 
Holland privy seal ; and George. Young, 
who, with Mr. Francis, had at first been 
unaccountably left out of the ministry, 
was placed at the head of the India 
board. 

10, Mr. Fox publicly interred in West- 
minster .%bbey : his body .vas depositerl 
immediately adioiaiiig tlie monument ui 
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lord Cliatham^ and within eighteen inches 
of the grave of Mr. Pitt. 

14. Batti.b ov Jena. — After a variety 
of skilful movements^ the French emperor 
had succeeded in turning the left of the 
Prussians, and placing himself between 
their main force and Berlin and Dresden. A 
general engagement became unavoidable. 
The French were posted along the Saale 
from Naumburg to Kahla, their centre be- 
ing at Jena. The PruKsiaus, under prince 
Ferdinand, were ranged between Jena, 
Auerstadt, and Weimar. On the morning 
of the battle a thick fog covered the 
ground ; but about nine the sun shone out, 
when the fronts of both armies were found 
almost within musket-shut. Iraiuediately 
about 250,000 men, with 700 pieces of 
cannon, were employed in mutual de- 
struction. Courage and discipline on 
each side were nearly equal ; but the i 
French evinced superior rnilitiiry science. ■ 
The seasonable arrival on the ground of | 
Augereau, at the head of some of the legi- ' 
incuts of Austerlitz, seconded by a hiiHiant 
charge of Murat s cuirassiers, completed 
the business of the day. Napole»»n, from 
the height where he stood, saw the Hight 
ill all directions of the Prussians, and the 
French cavalry taking them by thousands. 
More than 20.0()d Prussians were killed or 
wounded, and 40,000 taken prisoners, with 
300 cannons. Prince Ferdinand died of 
his w'ounds. A panic seized the garrisons, 
and all the principal towns of Prussia, 
west of the Oder, snneudered to the 
enemy soon after the buttle almost without 
resistance. Tiie king, who is said to ha\e 
been urged by the queen rashly to engage 
in the war, withdrew to Konigsberg. 

19. Parliament dissolved bv procl.tinatiou. 

25. Bonaparte entered Berlin. While 
in the Prussian capital he receiveil a depu- 
tation from the French senate, compli- 
menting him on his wonderful succes^^es, 
but recommending peace. 

30. Thirieeu ships of the Jamaica 
licet, of 109 sail, founder at sea. 

31. Mr. Sheridan and sir S. Hood, in 
opposition to Mr. Paul, returned for We^t- 
minster ; Sir F. Burdett and Mr. Byng 
for Middlesex ; sir Charles Price, Sir W. 
Curtis, H. C. Combe, and J. Shaw, for the 
city of London. 

Nuv. 8. The strong fortress of Magde- 
burg, with a garrison of 22,000 men, capi- 
tulated to marshal Ney. 

10. Died at Altona, of the wounds re- 
ceived at Jena, Ferdinand diihe of Bruns- 
wick, father-in-law of the prince of VVaUw. 
He commanded the Prussians in 1792, 
and iiromulgated the indiscreet manifesto 
of that year. Bonaparte would not suffer 
the remains of the duke to bo depofited in 
the vault of hia ancestors. ' 


12. A new institution, the ** Refuge fu. 
the Destitute,’* opened at Hackney. 

19. Mortier entered Hamburgh, and 
sequestered all English property. 

21. Bkrlin Decree. — ^'Fliis decree was 
the commencement of what was termed 
the continental system, in which Bona- 
parte fieclared the British islands to be in 
Vitiate of blockade; all British subjects 
I fouml in countries occupied by the French 
[ troops prisoners of war ; all English pro- 
perty lawful prize ; commerce in all Bri- 
tish produce and maiiufactuies prohibited ; 
and all vessels touching at England or any 
English colony excliidetl from every har- 
bour under the control of France. Tbe-^e 
infringements of national law the emperor 
justiheil on the ground that England had 
extended the right of maritime blockade to 
places not actually invested, and insisted 
that the law should be the same by sea as 
on land. 

23. The Russians entered Moldavia 
and Wailachi.a, which occasioned a war 
witli the Turks. 

28. The French entered Warsaw. 

Dec, 19. Three horses poisoned near 
Oundle. by eating the fibres of a yew-tree. 

MKirj'iNt; oi** TUK Ni:w Paumamknt, — 
The returns to the new parliament had in- 
creased, though not equal to expectation, 
the power of ministers in the house of 
commons. The whig party, which had 
been driven out of Yv»rkshire in 1784, reco- 
vered one of the seats for that great county. 
In Norfolk, after a liard contest, both 
members returne<l were wbigs. In Liver- 
pool they carried one st-ai against the 
slave interest; but in Southwark au'l Nor- 
wich they loNt one each ; and, by an at- 
tack of sir Francis Burdett on the memory 
of Mr. Fox, a seat for Middlesex was 
lost to the ministry. In both houses the 
ministerial addresses were carried without 
a division. 

26. Battle of Pul tusk, in which the 
French, under Laniies and Davoust, were 
roughly handled by the Ru^sians, under 
general Bennigsen. 

31. Treaty of amity, commerce, and 
navigation, signed with the United States 
of America. 

In this year Dr. Gall, a German, started 
a new theory coucevniiig the brain, which 
he called crmiiohuy, 

A large sarcophagus was brought from 
Egypt, supposed to be the tomb of Alex- 
ander the Great. 

Committed for crimes in England and 
Wales, 4346 ; of whom 325 received sen- 
tence of death, 522 were transported, and 
57 executed. 

Annum. Obitu.vry. — .lames Barry, R.A., 
65, an historical painter of merit, but 
whose eccentric genius had defeated 
2X2 
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the patronisinpf kindness of Mr. Burke 
and his brother Richard towards him. Mrs. 
Carter, 89, translator of Epictetus. David 
earl of Macartney, chiefly known from his 
splendid embassy to China. Rev. John 
Brand, M. A., 63, author of “ Popular Anti- 
quities.*’ Mrs. Anne Yearsley, a self- 
instructed votary of the muses, under the 
name of the Milkwoman of Bristol.” 
Mr.s. Charlotte Smith, an elefjant son- 
netteer, and author of some superior novels. 
John Buckley, 73, the lust of the Mtt^gie- 
ionians; a relij^ious sect that uriginutcd 
in CromwelPs time. 

A, n. 1807. Statk of Pautiks. — A pro- 
minent feature in the domestic state of 
the country was a growing distrust of the 
political factions wliich had heretofore di- 
vided the national suffrages. The reputa- 
tion of the Pitt party for public integrity 
had been impaired by the malversations of 
lord Melville. If they were not pecula- 
tors themselves, they were regarded by the 
jiublic as the abettors of peculation, by . 
seeking to screen the accused from punish- 
ment. The impression left by this affair 
was heightened by subsequent discoveries. 
It was found that the public accounts had 
been left unaudited fur years, and that 
De Lancey and others were defaulters 
to a large amount. Some hope, there- 
fore, was entertained that a check at least 
would be put to fiscal abuses by the whig 
ministry. But there was little enthusiasm 
in their favour. Popular feeling, indeed, 
of any sort had entirely evaporated. The 
violence engendered by the French revolu- 
tion had lung since spent its fury, and had 
given place to general indiffereoA’e on po- 
litical subjects that did not directly affect 
the public purse, or concern the naval glory 
of the kingdom. But while the Gren- 
ville ministry could not reckon on the 
ardent support of the count ly, they had 
to contend against the secret disinclina- 
tion of the court, and the active hostility 
of the veteran officials they had displaced. 
None of this party was eminent for talent 
or experience after the death of Mr. Pitt, 
hut they controlled a powerful m.ichineiy. 
Many of the public journals were umler 
their influence ; ami, Irum lung practice in ! 
the art of gaveming opinion through the 
press, they perfectly understood how to 
work that formidable engine to the best 
advontaire xlviii. .'W). They 

hari iiit mate connexions in the city, in 
the bank, in the Jndia-hoiise, and in most 
of the municipal and trading corpora- 
tions, and were able to give an imptihe to 
these bodies whenever it buited tiieir ptir- 
]ioses. In all the public offices and de- 
partments the subalterns and clerks were 
indebted to the ex-ministers fur their 
places ; ;nd it was by their return to office 


they chiefly anticipated further prefer* 
ment. These obstacles might have been 
overcome by a popular course of adminis- 
tration. But the Grenvilles disappointed 
public expectation ; and, at the time of 
the death of Mr. Fox, the little confidence 
with which it hud commenced was greatly 
diminished. Neither peace had been ob- 
tained nor the war vigorously prosecuted. 
The minor imputations against them were 
the acquittal of lord Melville — a disinclina- 
tion to investigate the charges against the 
marciiiis Wellesley — the increase of the 
income-tax — the admission of the chief 
justice of England to a seat in the cabinet 
— the retention of the aiiditorship of the 
exchequer by the first lord of the treasury 
— and a general eagerness, hardly exceeded 
by their predecessors, after the emolu- 
ments of the government. Hence their 
removal from office excited little regrttt, 
and the accession of the Portland ministry 
no hope. A war of recrimination and re- 
ciprocal expo.sure that followed the change 
of ministries helped still further to esta- 
blish a piibhe opinion independent of the 
rival parties. •• Beware of popery and tlie 
eitcruachiuents of powerful families on the 
prerogatives of the crown ! ” exclaimed one 
faction. Beware of the artifices of 
subtle courtiers and time-serving law- 
yers I ” exclaimed the other : each ac- 
cused the other of seeking the otHces of 
government, not to serve the country, but 
to advance their interests and that of tbeir 
dependents. The people appeared well 
disposed to believe both.* Both parties, 
the Outs and the Ins, as they now In gaii 
to he familiarly called, had so uniformly 
embarrassed guvernment when it wa.s not 
in their own hands, and yet so uniformly 
taken the opportunity of deserting tlie 
cause they had professeil to muuitaiii, that 
the people at large lost all confidence in 
public men. The effect of this change of 
public sentiment was strikingly evinced in 
the general election of the current year. 
The reprcNentatiou of the city of West* 
minster had always been considered the 
appropriaio function of one or the other 
fai.tion ; but tlie indepemleiit electors 
iiniteil and (Utermined to rid themselves of 
the domination of both. Sir F. Burdett 
and lord Cochrane became popular l»y dis- 
claiming all attachment to all parties, and 
declaring their wishes to overturn abuses 
and nothing hut abuses ; to look only to 
to the measures of men. not to their per- 
sons and connexions. Their election lor 
Westminster wus a complete tiiumph over 
aristocratic dictation and all factions what- 
ever. It was the rise of a Tiinu) F.vuty 
in the state, whose struggles continued f(>r 
thirty yeUrs after and have not yet termi- 
nated. 
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/an. 2. Lord Grenville explained in the 
upper house the grounds of the rupture 
of the late negociations with France. His 
lordship contended that the only proper 
basis of peace between the two countries 
was that of actual possession ; since Eng- 
land being a great xnaritime> and France a 
great continental power, there could be no 
cession between them that could lend to 
permanent advantage. A similar discus- 
sion ensued in the lower house. Mr. Per- 
ceval blamed ministers for protracting the 
negociations, as no peace worth acceptance 
could be concluded with France so lung as 
her councils were directed by Talleyrand 
and Buonaparte. * 

7. An (M'der of ccmncil issued in retalia- 
tion of Buonaparte^s Berlin decree, prohi- 
biting the trade of neutrals from any one 
port to another, both being in possession of 
France or her allies. 

Lord Minto sworn in governor-general 
of In<lia, and general Hewitt conimaiider- 
iii-chief of the Company's forces. 

28. Peace conchided with Prussia. 

FiiEKUoi.n Estates Bill. — Sir Samuel 

Romilly, on the ‘28th, moved the house of 
comnions for leave to bring in a hill for 
making the freehoid eitatei of persons dy- 
ing indebted, assets for the ])ayment of 
simple contract debts. As the law stood a 
person might contract debts to any amount 
not evidenced by bond or other special in- 
strumeiitj yet dying with property amply 
sufficient to satisfy these demands, his 
estate would pass to the heir-at-law, or by 
testamentary assignment it might pass to 
a stranger, and his creditors remain un- 
paid. The bill, limited to traders, be- 
came law, thougti opposed by Mr. Can- i 
iiing and l.ord Uedesdale. ' 

29. Lord Henry Petty introduced his 
new plan of finance. Its leading feature 
was to raise a loan for the present and fu- 
ture years of the war without any addition 
to the public burdens, by mortgaging the 
war-taxes. These taxes wcie to be pledged 
at the rate of ten per cent, fur each loan, 
five per cent for interest, and five per cent, 
as an accumulating sinking-fund to pay 
off* the principal, it excited much dis- 
cussion, anti the resolutions embotlying the 
minister's scheme were favourably re 
ceived. 

Feb. 2. Monte Video taken by •'ssauit 
by the English umlersir Samuel Auchiuuiy. 

5. The bill for the abolition of the 
African slave-trade passed a second read- 
ing in the lords by a majority of 100 to 
36. It was supportetl by the duke of 
Gloucester, lords Holland, King, and 
Rosslyn ; opposed by the duke of Cla- 
rence, and lords Morton, St. Vincent, 
Eldon, Westmurlainl. lluwkesbury, and 
Sidinouth ; the last recommending a preli- 


minary moral and religious instruction of 
the slaves. 

8. Battle of Eylau between the French 
under Buonaparte and the Russians under 
Beniiigsen. The slaughter was dreadful ; 
about 40,U00 on both sides killed and 
wounded, and neither could claim the 
victory. The Russians retired behind the 
Pregel, and the French on the Vistula, 
abandoning their design on Kynigsberg. 

23. Holloway and Haggerty executed 
at the Old Bailey for the murder of Mr. 
Steele on Hounslow-heath, November 6th, 
1802. They had been convicted on the 
2Uth, on the evidence of an accomplice, 
and to the last protested their innocence. 
They were hardened offenders of infamous 
character, and little doubt could exist of 
their guilt. An immense crowd attended 
the execution, and a cart breaking down in 
the midst, caused a fatal pressure ; twenty- 
eight persons were trampled to death, and 
many others dreadfully hurt. 

Condition ok the Pooh. — On the 23rd 
instant Mr. Whitbread brought forward 
his plan in the house of commons for cn- 
ctiuraging industry and relieving the poor. 
He expre.ssed his concurrence in the prin- 
ciples of Mr. Maltbus, and bis conviction 
of the tendency of the poor-laws to dete- 
riorate the condition of the labouring 
classes {Ann. Reg, >lix. 134). From re- 
turns made up in 1803, it appeared that 
upon a pornilation in England and ^Vales 
of 8.870,000 not less than 1,234,000 were 
partakers of parochial relief ; that is, 
nearly one-sevcuih part of the people was 
indebted to the other six, wholly or in part, 
for support. Mr. Whitbread’s undertaking 
was very extensive. Its main princij)lc 
was to exalt the character of the indus- 
trious orders ; to give them conseipieiice 
in their own eyes ; to excite them to ac- 
quire property by the prospect of tasting 
its sweets; to render dependent poverty 
degrading in their estimation, and at all 
times less desirable than independent in- 
dustry. For the attainment of these 
issues he proposed a system of national 
education ly the establishment of paro- 
chial sckuols , not compiiLory on the 
|>Oor, which would destroy their object, but 
voluntary. The bill for this purpose fell 
to the ground, partly from a change of ad- 
mi ni»'lrat ion, and was finally thrown out 
of the lords, August 11th, on the motion 
of lord Hawke^hury. 

Mar. 1. Sir John Duckworth repas^Ml 
the Dardanelles, not hiiving succeeded in 
his coercive mission t«» deiach the 
from the interests nf France. About -50 
men were killetl and wounded in this en- 
terprise ; and the English, ns they vepassed 
the castles, were assailed by the tire ot vast 
blocks of iratble, one of which, vcigbing 
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809 pounds, cut in two the mainmast of the 
Windsor man of war. 

5. ]^rd Uowick introduced a bill for 
removing religious tests in the army and 
navy, and assimilating the practice in Eng- 
land to that already existing in Ireland. 
It was strenuously opposed by illr. Perceval 
as endangering the church-establishment 
and opening the door to popery ; and he 
strongly ex]gressed his apprehensions of 
that spirit of innovation which was steal- 
ing in by degrees.” Bill read a first time. 

6. Sir Home Pupham sentenced to be 
reprimanded for withdrawing, without au- 
thority, the king’s naval force from the 
Cajie of Good Hope for the attack on 
Buenos Ayres. 

13. Surrey canal-ba>in, Rotherhithe, 
opened for shipping. 

18. Religious test bill postponed. 

20. Alexandria in Egypt taken posses- 
sion of by British troops under general 
Fraser. 

25. Royal assent given to the bill for 
the abolition of the slave-trade. 

PoKTLAND Ministry. — The ministers 
first tried to modify lord Howirk’s bill so 
as to adapt it to the king's scruples with- 
out destroying its essence. Failing in this 
attempt they agreed to abandon the bill 
altogether ; but at the same time, in vin- 
dication of their own characters, to insert 
in the proceedings of the cabinet a minute 
reserving to lord Granville and lord 
Howick, — 1st, the liberty of delivering their 
opinions in favour of the catholic ques- 
tion ; 2n<l, that of submitting this ques- 
tion, or any connected with it, from time 
to time, to his majesty’s decision {Ann, 
Heg, xlix. 141). The ministers were called 
upon not only to withdraw tiic latter re- 
servation, but to substituto in its place a 
written obligation pledging themselves 
never again to bring forward the measure, 
or to propose anything connected with the 
catholic question. Conceiving such an en- 
gagement inconsistent with their principles 
and their duty, and having communicated 
their sentiments to the king, they received 
next day their dismissal. Their successors 
were the following: — • 

Duke of Portland, Fu^tt Lord uf the 
Trtaturg, 

Mr. Perceval, Chancellor of the Exehf 
(fuer. 

Earl Westmorland, Lord l^vy^Seal, 

Mr. Canning, Foreign Secretary, 

Lord Hawk'isbary, Home Secretary, 

Lord Castleieagh, Colonial Secretary* 

Lord KIdon, L^ Chancellor, 

Karl Chatham, Jt/Iaeter^General of the 
Ordnance, 

Earl Camdtf o, Pretxdent of the Counci/. 
Loril Mulgrave, Firtt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, 


Earl Bathurst, President of the Board of 
T^€uU, 

Mr. Dundas, Pretident of the India 
Board, 

Mr. G. Rose, Treasurer of the Navy, 

Sir V'lcary Gibbs, Attorney-General, 

Sir Thomas I'luiner, Solicitor-General. 

Duke of Richmond, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, Chief Secretary, 

Mr. Foster, Chanceiior of the Exchequer. 

Lord Mauneis, Lord Chancellor. 

26. Lords Grenville and Howick ex- 
plained in parliament the causes of the 
change of ministry, and which have been 
already stated. + ’ 

April 2. The Bristol mail robbed of a 
banker’s parcel, but the guard discovering 
the theft in time, one of the two thieves 
was apprehended. 

6. The Stamford coach performed the 
journey from London at the rate of twelve 
miles an hour, exclusive of stoppages. 

22. A deputation from the corporation of 
London, consisting of the lord mayor, 
twelve aldermen, and twelve comiiion- 
couiicilmen, piesented a loyal address to 
the king, expressive of their gratitude for 
his tinii sujiport recently given to the pro- 
tiStant religion, and for the exercise uf his 
prerogative in preserving the indtqitmdence 
of the crown. 

29. Parliament dissolved on the ground 
of appealing to the sense of the people im- 
mediately after recent events ; it hail ex- 
isted only four months and fifteen (lays. 

May 1. Duel between Sir F. Burdett 
and Mr. Paul, owing to a niisunderstund- 
iug about the former being chairman of a 
dinner to he given to the latter. 

19. Dantzic surrendered to the French 
after an obstinate defeuce, the treuches 
having been o]»ened fifiy-two day'*. 

21. A detachment of the British force 
in Egypt repulsed with cuisiderable loss in 
an attack on Rosetta. 

23. At the close of the poll for West- 
minster the numbers were, for sir F. Bur- 
dett .'131, lord Cochrane 3708, Mr, She- 
ridan 26 15, Mr. Elliott 2137. 

29, Selim III. deposed, and his nephew, 
Miustapha III., placed on the Turkish 
throne. 

June A, An experimental exhibition of 
Gas-Lkjiits in Pall-mall. 

1 L Battle of Friedland, in which tlui 
Russians, after an obKtinate resistance, 
were defeated by Buonaparte, with the loss 
of 18,000 men killed and wounded. The 
fruits of this dear-bought victory were the 
possession of Konigsperg, leaving only 
Memel to the Prussians, and the retreat of 
the Russians across the Niemen. 

16. Suuth4.«onduii water-works opened. 

23, The A met lean ship Chesai>eake ro 
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fusing to be searched^ a broadside was dis- 
charged into her by the Leopard^ English 
man-of-war^ which killed and wounded 
several seamen. 

19. Buonaparte entered Tihit. 

23. Armistice between France and Russia. 

25. First interview between Napoleon 
and the emperor of Russia. They met on 
n raft moored in the middle of the Nie- 
men and embraced, amidst the acclama- 
tions of both armies. The meeting lasted 
two hours, and preliminaries of peace were 
agreed to. 

26. Nkw Parmambnt Opened. — This 
day was looked forward to with consider- 
able interest : the passions .of the people 
had been excited, and their prejudices m- 
fiained, by the cry of “ No Popery ! ” 
Both the Ins and Outs tried to muster in 
great force. The opposition had a grand 
dinner in Willis's-rooms, at which 180 
lords and commoners Avere present. The 
electors of Westminster also escorted their 
champion, sir Francis Burdett, in grand 
procession from his house in Piccadilly to 
the Crown and Anchor, where he dmed 
with l.*)0O of his frit'uds. The divisions 
on the addresses soon attested the stren glh 
of parties : in the lords the nnmsterial ad- 
dress was carried hy 160 to 07 ; in the 
commons by 350 to 155. 

Juty 2. A proclamation issued by presi- 
dent Jeiferson, owing to the affair of the 
Cliesapeake, prohibits British ships of Avar 
from entering the American harbours. 

5. General Whitelucke attempted to 
carry Buenos Ayres ; each corps was or- 
dered to enter the streets with unloaded 
muskets. They were received by a de- 
structive fire from the houses, and com- 
pelled to retreat, with the loss of 2.500 
men in killed, wounded, and prisoners. 
A negociatiuii ensued betAveen general 
Liniers, commundur of the Spaniards, and 
the English general, which teiiiiinated in 
the withdrawal of the British armament 
from tho La Plata. General Whitelocke’s 
conduct became the subject of inquiry by 
a court-martial. 

7. Tiikatv of Tilsit concluded between 
France and Russia, the terms of which 
chiefly referred to their allies. The Ger- 
man territories of Prussia were restored to 
her, but her acquisitious in Poland Avere 
created into tho duchy of Warsaw, under 
the protection of the new king of .Saxony. 
Alexander agreed to acknowledge the rest 
of Buonaparte's kings and the confedera- 
tion of the Rhine. Napoleou undertook 
to m^iate a peace between the Porte and 
Russia; Alexander haviug undertaken to 
mediate between France and England, or, 
in the event of his mediation being refused, 
to shut his ports against British commerce. 
All the ports of Prussia to be closed 
sgaiust England till a general imacc. 


Aug. 2. A bill introduced by Mr. 
Bankes and passed in the commons foi 
prohibiting the grant of offices in rever- 
sion ; it was thrown out by the lords. 

11. Curious Case. — At Surrey assizes 
a man was tried for a rape on the wife of 
a publican of Guildford. It seems the 
accused had clandestinely, and in the dark, 
in the absence of the husband, introduced 
himself into the wife's bed, who did not 
discover the deception till after the intruder 
had completed his purpose. The learned 
judge, sir James Mansfield, said this could 
not amount to ravishment. The woman, 
by her own evidence, was consenting to the 
act, although her consent was fraudulently 
obtained, as she acted under the impres 
sion that it was her husband who was in 
bed with her. He consequently directed 
the jury to acquit of the capital charge, 
which they did. The prisoner was in- 
dicted and found guilty of an assault. 

14. Parliament prorogued by commis- 
sion. 

Sept. 2. Attack ON Copenhagen. — The 
expediency of this unexpected enterprise 
against a neutral power long formed a topic 
of ardent debate. It whs iiiidertaken to 
jirevent the Danish fleet falling into the 
hands of the French, which Avas supposed 
by the English minister to be highly pro- 
bable. now their influence had become pa- 
ramount in the north of Europe. The 
expedition consisted of a fleet of twenty- 
seven sail of the line and 20,000 land- 
forces, under the command of admiral 
Gambler and lord Cathcart. The Danes 
were wholly unprepared for the attack, and 
the only alternatives offered to them were 
the prompt surrender of their fleet to the 
British, on the assurance that it should be 
restored to them at the conclusion of the 
Avar with France — or the bombardment of 
their capital. The first proposition being 
rejected, a tremendous Are was opened on 
Copenhagen. The cathedral, many public 
edifices and private houses were destroyed, 
with the sacrifice of 2000 lives. “ From 
the 2iid of September until the evening of 
the 5th," says Admiral Gambler in his 
dispatch, “ the conflagration was kept up 
in different places, when a considerable 
part of the city being consumed, and the 
remainder threalened with speedy destruc- 
tion, the general commanding the garrison 
sent out a flag of truce, desiring an armis- 
tice, to afford time to treat for a capitula- 
tion.” This being arranged, the British 
army took possession of the citadel and 
dock-yards, and the British admiral of the 
shipping, consisting of eighteen ships^ of 
the line, flffeen frigates, and some brigs 
and gun-boats, which he agreed, upon the 
part of his government, to deliver up when 
a geiker<Al pacification should take place. 



680 


BlUTiSH CHRONOLOGY, 


Alter an abseurc of about two months, the 
victors returned uiul enteied the harbour 
of Portsmouth in triumph with the cap- 
turt^d navy of Denmavk. 

23. General Fraser being closely in- 
vested by a Turkish force, agreed to eva- 
cuate Alexandria and retire to Sicily. 

Oct. 18. Owing to an alarm of fire at 
Sadlers Wells theatre, eighteen persons 
were trampled to death. The catastrophe 
is supposed to have arisen from a (piairei 
in the pit, when the cry of a fight *’ was 
taken for that of fire." 

30. Louis XVI 11. landed at Yarmouth 
under the title of the Count de Lille. 

Tkoubles in Spain. — An extraordinary 
manifesto issued by Charles IV^ of S|<ain 
against his son, the prince of Asturias 
(afterw.irds Ferdinand VII.), charging him 
with a conspiracy against his lilb and 
crown. The ground of this charge was a 
clandestine proposal made by the prince to 
the French emperor to marry one of his 
nieces. By the interposition of the Prince 
of Peace (Codoy, the favourite of the queen 
of Spain and of her imbecile husband, and 
originally a private in the guards), the 
father and sou were reconciled. Sorm after 
the treaty of Fontainbleau was concluded 
between the sovereigns of France and 
Spain, by which Portugal was to be in- 
vadetl and partitioned, because of her re- 
fusal to enforce the continental system of 
Na|)oleon by the exclusion of Briti^th com* 
inerce. This arrangement w'as the pretext 
for the introduction of French troops into 
the peninsula, and the cuinmencetnent of 
many and important occurrences in sub- 
sequent years. 

31. Russia issued a declaration annul- 
ling all connexion with England, aifd 
reviving the principles of the armed neu- 
trality. 

This month the sheriffs of London, 
Smith and Phillips, employed themselves 
in visiting the prisons, and rectifying abuses; 
also the lock-up houses, which they put 
under salutary regulations. 

Nov, 3. Died, Dr. William Markham, in 
his 90th year, archhislmp of York; lie was 
succeeded by the bislu)p of Carlisle, Ed- 
Wiird Venable.s Vernon. 

4, War declared against Denmark. 

9. A robbor shot by a party of dragoons, 
who had long infested the neighbourhood 
of Chichester^ and who had, a, few days 
before^ shot dead captain Sargent in an 
attempt to apprehend him. 

1 1. Huouupaite. by a fresh decree, dated 
at Hamburgh and Milan, enforced with 
greater strictness his continental system, 
and appointed residents in the towns tinder 
hta influence to see that his decrees were 
carrie«l into effect. 

21. To counteract Napoleon • decrees an 


Order in Council was issued, allowing 
neutrals to trade with the enemy on condi* 
tioii of touching at a British port and 
paying the British custom duties. 

A fiddler near Alston-moor, returning 
home id a snow-storm, took shelter in a 
hovel, which was soon overwhelmed with 
snow. Some shepherds heard him next 
day playing on hi.s fiddle, and relieved him 
from his {u rilous situation. 

Died, Abraham New land, in his 77th 
year, leaving 200,000/. in the public funds 
and 1000/. per annum arising from landed 
jiroperty ; a largo portion of which he 
bequeathed, to his housekeeper, and in 
friendly legacies to his fellow-servants of 
the bank of England. lie had long l)eeu 
cashier of the bank, and sixty year.s in its 
service. 

The benevolent society of St. Patrick 
established at Liver[U)ol. 

23. A monument erected on Poitsdnwii- 
hill to the memory of lord Nelson. 

29. The royal family of Portugal left 
Lisbon for the Brazils under convoy of a 
British squadron. Immediately after the 
troops of France ami Spain, under general 
Jiinot, entered Lisbon without opposition, 
disarmed the inhabitants, levied contribu- 
tions. and treated it as a conquest. 

Dec* 22. The Ameiican congress, to 
avoid the losses consecpient on the conflict- 
ing anti-commercial decrees of France and 
England, i>assed an act laying an embargo 
on all vessels belonging to the United 
States, and commanding all ships Iruin 
other nations to quit their harbours with 
or without cargoes. 

Sir .Ulexunder Cochrane took possession 
of the Danish West India Islands of St. 
Thomas, St. .lohn, ami Santa Cruz. 

In the sheriff's court lord Elgin uhfalned 
10,000/. damages aganint Mr. Fergusson 
for crim, con. with lady Elgin. 

Anni ai. OiiiTi'AUY. — Duke of Rich- 
mond, 73, long master-general of the ord- 
nance. His grace first promulgated the 
doctrine of universal suffrage and annual 
parliaments. At his house, Edgeware- 
ruad, general Paoli, 82, known by his 
early struiigles for the independeoce ot 
Corsica: ho had a pension of 2000/. fiom 
the English government. Lalande, a 
celebrated French astronomer. John Opii‘» 
R..-\, 45, an eminent portrait-painter, lu 
Switzerland, Julin Delolme, author ol a 
Treatise on tlio English Constitution. 
John Walker, 76, author of the “ English 
Pronouncing Dictionary ^ and other works 
on elocution. At Rome, cardinal lork. 
82, the last male branch of the house of 
Stuart. Dr. Willis, celebrated for his skiL 
in the treatment of insanity. At an ad- 
vanced age, Cla:a Reeve, author of tiic 
•• Old English liiiruii.* 
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A. j. 1808. Spain and Portugal. — The 
extraordinary events in the Peninsula 
made it the centre of political interest. 
Portugal deserted by her government, and 
Spain betrayed, the people of each rose in 
arms in defence of tire national independ- 
ence, endangered by weakness, treachery, 
and violence. The strange events in 
Spain chiefly concentrated public atten- 
tion. Dissensions had arisen in the royal 
family, occasioned by the sway of a fa- 
vourite, who for twenty years had governed 
the kingdom, and whose ascendancy had 
at length excited the jealousy of the heir- 
apparent. All the parties referred the 
arbitrament of their dillerences to the 
French emperor. Subtle, aiRb;tious, bound 
by no principle, and intoxicated by success 
in every undertaking. Buonaparte sought 
to make the must of his uinpireship. In 
lieu of awarding the prize to any of the 
disputants, he first inveigled them all into 
his power ; then, under the mockery of an 
assignment, seized the crown of Spain for 
himself, which he placed on the head of 
his brother Joseph, transferred from the 
throne of Naples expressly to receive it, 
and whose place was tilled by bis brother- 
in-law Murat. Europe was indignant and 
Spain furious at these acts of perfidy and 
usurpation. Disowning the engagements 
of their princes and nobles, the Spanish 
1 eople flew to arms; the military sympa- 
thi.sed with the populace ; those governors 
and generals whose patriotism was sus- 
pected or unknown they deposed or mas- 
sacred. Success attending the»r first ef- 
forts at resistance, they were joined by the 
middle ranks ; provincial Juntas were 
formed, afterwards cunsolid.ited into a cen- 
tral or supreme junta, and before the end 
of summer the entire Peninsula, from 
Oporto to Saragossa, was in a state of or- 
ganised insurrection against the French 
power. Portugal was freed from the in- 
vaders by the British victory of \'nniera. 
The interest felt in these stirring scenes 
rendered domestic occurrences of little 
consideration. All parties united in wishes 
for the success of the Spanish cause, tluaigh 
some, from misgivings of its uhiinate tri- 
umph, were le>8 hearty in their co- opera- 
tion. In parliament the session was chiefly 
spent in rhetorical displ ays on the policy 
And character of the expedition to Copen- 
hagen, and debates on the orders in coun- 
cil, issued to counteract the anti-commer- 
cial decrees of France. 

Jan, 4. The Lansdowne MSS. pur- 
chased by parliament for the British Mu- 
seum for 4970/. 

II. A decree, dated theTuilcries, gives 
one-third af the cargo to any sailor or 
passenger^ who shall inform of any ship 
that has touched at an Kcgli>h port or 
been searched by an English cruiser. 
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21. Parliament opened by cominisiiiun, 
and allusion made to the general hostility 
of every European State. Addresses passed 
without a division. 

A beautiful specimen of virgin gold 
found in a tin stream in Cornwall, weigh- 
ing about two ounces. 

23. Flushing, Kehl, Cassel, and Wesel, 
united to the French empire. 

28. Thanks voted by both houses of 
parliament to the officci-s employed iu the 
Copenhagen expedition. 

Feh. 3. Grand debate in the commons on 
the Danish expedition, on a motion by Mr, 
Poosonby for papers. On a division, mi- 
nisters had a m.ijority of 253 against 108. 

8. Similar debate in ihe lords ; majority 
for ministers 127 against 73. Mr. Wind- 
ham in the commons, and viscount Sid- 
mouth in the lords, voted against ministers. 

10. Hector Campbell sentenced to pay 
a fine of 50/., and to three months’ impri- 
sonment, for a libel on the college of phy- 
sicians. 

Russia declared war against Sweden for 
not co-operating iu excluding the English 
from the Baltic. 

18. Russia invaded Finland. 

Mar, 9. Lord Folkstone having sub- 
mitted a series of i esolutions condemnatory 
of the conduct *4’ the marquis Wellesley in 
India, an amendment was proposed, to the 
effect, that loid Wellesley had been ac- 
tuated by an ardent zeal for the public 
service, w hich was carried, 180 votes to 20. 

11. Died Christian VII. of Sweden, 
wlvi hjul long been in a state of mental im- 
becility. 

19. The King of Spain, alarmed by in- 
surrections at Madrid against Gmduy, abdi- 
cated the throne in favour of his son 
Ferdinand. At the same time he wrote to 
the French emperor, stating his abdication 
to he forced, and soliciting his interference. 

20. General Whitelocke, for misconduct 
at Buenos .Ayres, declared, by sentence of 
a court-martial, unworthy to serve his 
majesty in any capacity whatever. 

24. The grand-duke of Berg (Murat) 
entered Madrid, and was received with 
apparent cordiality by the inhabitants, who 
rejoiced at the fall of Godoy. 

10. Ferdinand is prevailed uj»oii 
by Murat and Savary to leave Madrid and 
go to meet the French emiieror, 

11. Mr. Perceval in bringing forward 
the budget, announced the financial no- 
velty of allowing the holders of 3 per cent, 
stuck to transfer their stock to the com- 
missioners for the reduction of the national 
debt, and to receive equivalent annuities in 

its stead. . 

i:>. James Paul, esq., coniniitted suicide 
at his house in Charles-street, St. James’s- 
square, by dividing the jugular vein. Ho 
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had lately been much before the public as 
the accuser of the marqiiis 'Wellesley, and 
as a candidate for the representation of 
Westminster. A coroner’s iury brought in 
a verdict of lunacy. 

23. A great part of Bristol inundated 
by the ovei^owing of the Frome. 

Lord Castlereagh’s plan was adopted for 
establishing a local militia of 200,000 men, 
to be trained for twenty-eight days an- 
nually. A clause was introduced into the 
mutiny act to permit men to enlist for life, 
contrary to Mr. Wyndlmm*s scheme of 
limited service. 

May 2. A furious insurrection at Ma- 
drid, occasioned by the departure of the 
royal family for Bayonne, and the libera- 
tion from confinement of Guditv by com- 
mand of the French emperor. The whole 
population of the capital was engai^id 
against 10,000 French troops, nith Murat 
at their head, and a dreadful carnage en- 
sued, terminating in the defeat of the in- 
surgents. and the disarming; of the city. 
After order was restored a military tribunal 
was instituted, and several hundreds of 
peasants, who had taken part in the riot, 
were barbarously shut. 

5. iNTKiauEs AT Bayonnk. — By great 
weakness on one side, and various subtle 
contrivarices on the other, tlie entire royal 
family of Spain, along Nvith Godoy, was 
congregated at Bayonne to wait the de- 
cision of Buonaparte. The queen, in a 
trans(K)rt of rnge. accusing Ferdinand of 
treason against his father, said, I tell 
you to your face that you are my son, but 
not the son of the king ; and yet without 
having any other right to the crown than 
that of your mother, you have sought to 
tear it I'rora u-i by force.” Charles IV. 
reproached the prince with beingthe author 
of the revolt in the capital, and threatened 
him and his adherents with the punish- 
ment of traitors if he did not instantly 
sign an abdication of the throne he had 
usurped, Ferdinand re]died that he ** had 
never intcnti<maUy offended his father, and 
that if his liappiuess, or that of the nation 
required it, he was ready to resign the 
crown.” '‘Go and do so,” rejoined the 
king. During this altercation Napoleon 
was present; and before the scene con- 
cluded Charles twice withdrew to an ad- 
joining ruum to rejiort to Godoy the pro- I 
ceedings. Nest day, the 6th, Ferdinand ' 
signed hi « abdication of the crown ; and no 
sooner was his father in possession of this 
instromenl than be hMtened to avail him- 
self of it by tratnsrerring all his rights to 
Buonaparte, on the two conditions that the 
integrity of the kingdom should be main- 
tained, and the Roman-catholic should he 
the ciily religion tolerated. A few days 
after Ihe king and queeu of bpaiii, with 


Godoy, set off for Fontainbleau ; and Fer 
dinand, without parade or seeming repug- 
nance, to Valencay, where he was received 
on his arrival by Talleyrand, the proprietor 
of the mansion. The ea-king amused hi.*n» 
self with hunting, of which, like most of 
the Bourbons, he was passionately fond ; 
and the young prince with embroidering 
petticoats for the Virgin Mary. Mean- 
while, the Spaniards, enraged at the un- 
principled intrigues of the French, and 
tinmiiidful of the example of their dege- 
nerate princes and uubles, prepared for a 
gallant resislance ; in two months the 
whole country was up, from Cadis to St. 
Sebastian. 

20. Rev. Rrancis Stone deprived of his 
living of Cold Norton, Essex, for preaching 
doctrines contrary to the 39 Articles. 

21. The territories of the pope annexed 
to the kingdom of Italy liy Buonapuite. 

2.'). In an address to the Spaniards 
Napoleon said, ‘*Yotir nation Isold; my 
mission is to restore its youth.” 

A riot at Manchester among the weav- 
ers in consequence of the scarcity of 
work, and lowness of wages : the military 
being called in, two of the multitude were 
killed, and many wounded. 

Mission to iiwEUKN. — In the course of 
this month an English arnianient of 
12,000 men arrived at (iottenburg to co- 
operate with his Swedish majesty, who 
adhered with desperate tidelity to his en- 
gagements with this country- The British 
general. Sir John Moore, forihwitli pro- 
ceeded to Stockholiri to concert measures 
with the king, whom he found bent on the 
invasion of Norway. This wild project 
not agreeing with -Sir John's instiuciions, 
and the monarch becoming irritated by 
opposition, the English general found it 
necessary, to avoid arrest, to escape in dis- 
guise. Finding nothing was to be done in 
this quarter he leturueii to England with- 
out landing u man in Sweden. The infa- 
tuated prince soon after committed the 
political error of disbanding 4000 of bis 
guards on the pretext of want of zeal in 
the war against Russia. 

June 4. The patriots of Cadiz having 
killed the governor Solano, compelled, in 
concert with admiral Cullingwood, the 
French fleet in the harbour, consisting of 
five ships of the line, with 4000 seamen 
and marines, to surrender. 

16. Puiufox gallantly repulsed the French 
in an attack on Saragossa- The defence 
of this place was one of the most remark- 
able events of the war; for having no 
fortifications, except the old Moorish bat- 
tleraents, the conflict was carried on from 
street to street, and house to house. 3 be 
most desperate courage was displayed by 
the women; and, after three montiis o/ 
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unavaiUng efibrts, Lefebvre was compelled ' 
to raise the siege. 

'^8. Marshal Moncey repulsed ’at Va- 
eiitia, and compelled to retire to Madrid. 

July 4. Peace proclaimed with Spain. 
The Spanish prisoners in this country 
were liberated, clothed, and sent to join 
their countrymen ; subscriptions were open- 
ed, and general enthusiasm diffused 
through the kingdom in aid of the pa- 
triots. 

7. Buonaparte'S servile junta at Bay- 
onne accepted his constitution, and swore 
allegiance to his brother Joseph as king of 
Spain. 

13. The heat of the weather exceeded 
that of 1790. The thermometer at the 
northern entrance of the Royal. exchange 
was at noon at 87. The average heat of 
the West Indies is about 82 degrees. 

14. Bessieres defeated the Spaniards 
near Medino del Rio Seco with great 
slaughter; the patriots fought bravely— > 
more than 20,000 are said to have been 
buried in the held of battle. Upon re- 
ceiving news of the victory Napoleon said, 
“Bessieres fiad put the crown on Joseph’s 
head — the war of the Peninsula is ended.*’ 

19. Lord Boringdon obtained 10,000/. 
damages against sir Arthur Paget for 
crim, con* 

20. Battle of Baylen, in Andalusia, 
of which the important result was the 
surrender of a French division of 14,000 
under Dupont, to general Castauos. 

Sir Arthur Wellesley, with 10,000 troops, 
landed at Corunna to assist the Spaniards, 
but was recommended to direct his steps 
tow irds Oporto, the whole of the north of 
Portugal being in arms against the French. 

21 Henry White and H. Hart being 
convicted of a libel on lord Kllenhorough 
in the Independent }fhig, w'ere sentenced to 
three years’ iniprisonment. 

22. Murat made king of Naples on the 
transfer of Joseph Buonaparte to Spain. 

29. After being seven days at Madrid, 
king Joseph was compelled to retreat to 
Burgos, carrying with him the crown- 
jewels. 

Av^, 4. A grand dinner given to the 
Spanish deputies at the London-tavern : it 
was attended by the leading men of all 
parties, and by the heads t f all the great 
companies, and commercial and hanking 
firms in the metroiiolis ; 400 noblemen and 
gentlemen sat down to dinner, and the 
leasts drank attested the enthusiasm in- 
‘‘pired by the cause of Spain. 

12. Major Oampliell having killed cti\>- 
Jain Boyd in a duel, under ctrcuinstauces 
lhat implied previous malice, he was tried 

the Armagh assizes, convicted of mur- 
“er, and executed. 

In the case oi Sir John Carr v. 


Hood and Sharp, chief-justice Kllenborough 
said every man had a right to criticise the 
writings of another, and hold them up to 
ridicule, so that he cast no personal re- 
flections on the author. If fair criticism 
injured the sale of a work, it was damnum 
absque injuria. Upon this the jury found 
for the defendants. 

21. Battle of Vimiera, in which sir Ar- 
thur Wellesley defeated the French under 
the duke d'Abrantes with the loss of 3000 
men and thirteen pieces of cannon. Junot 
took shelter in the lines of Tones Vedras. 

24. Above 16,000 S|)anish veterans, 
whom Napoleon had led to fight his bat- 
tles in the north of Europe, upon being 
apprised of the state of their native coun- 
try, immediately declared for the sacred 
cause, and, through the means ot the 
English admiral Keats. 10,000 of those 
patriots, commanded by the marquis Ro- 
mano, were enabled to embark for Spain. 

30. Convention of Cintra cuiicliided 
between Sir Hugh Dahymple and general 
Kellerman. by wldch it is stipulated the 
French shall evacuate Portugal with their 
arms, hut leaving their magazines, bo 
tianspurted to France iii British ships, 
having liberty previously to dispose of 
their private property in Portugal. Loud 
indignation being expressed at the con- 
vention in England, it became the subject 
of a military inquiry ; hut sir Arthur 
V’lTellesley giving his testimony generally 
in its favour, it may be safely inferred to 
have been advisedly concluded ; and such 
was the result of the investigation. 

Sept, 3. Russian fleet in the Tagus sur- 
rendered to the British under sir Charles 
Cotton, on condition of being given up six 
months after the conclusion of peace with 
France. 

20. Covent-garden theatre burnt : the 
roof unexi)ectediy tailing, a party of fire- 
men were buried in the ruins, by which 
sad accident nineteen persons lost their 
lives. 

25. The central Supreme Junta, which 
had been chosen frvim the provincial juntas, 
was solemnly installed at Aranjuez, count 
Florida Blanca b-ing elected president. 
It was acknowledged by all the consti- 
tuted authorities, and immediately pro- 
ceeded to the nomination of a council ol’ 
war, consisting of five members, of which 
general Castauos was chosen president. 
The army was divided into three grand 
corps ; that of the east commanded by 
Pahifox; of the north by Blake; and of 
the Centre by Castafios. 

27. Conterence between the cm}»eror of 
France and Russia at Krlurth ; it con- 
tinued some weeks, and was celebrated by 
grand f^tes, and theatrical entertainineiits. 
The two sovereigns appeartnl to have con 
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ceived and expressed the highest personal the state) possessed extensive informaticn, 
regard for each other. Napoleon pre- and was the author of an able ** Treatise 
sented Alexander with a sword, which the on Coins’' and other works. He shared 
latter eagerly accepted as a mark of friend- the obloquy of the But^ ministry at the 
ship, saying, *‘your majesty is well as- beginning of the present reign, and was siip- 
sured that 1 shall never draw it against posed to l>e one of the secret advisers, and to 
you.” ^ enjoy much of the confidence of George III. 

Oct, 12, The two emperors addressed a 8. Alexander Davison found guilty of 
communication to Kngland, proposing defrauding the government as agent to the 
peace: it was replied to on the 28th, to the barrack-master general, and imprisoned in 
effect that the British government could Newgate. 

only treat in concert with Sweden, and 31. First stone of Covent-garden theatre 
the existing government of Spain. laid by the prince of Wales. 

20. The inhabitants of Westminster Uisoovekiks and Inventions. — A stone 
met. to the number of 8000, to express coffin found in Leeds’ church, containing 
their disapprobation of ** the disgraceful a complete skeleton, that had been buried 
convention of Cintra.” 700 yeais. 

25. The British troops, commanded by A complete mammoth was found in a 
sir David Baird, landed at Corunna. state of jierfect preservation on the shores 

Aor. 7. NajHjleoii placed himself at of the Frozen Ocean. It was discovered iiy 
the head of the French army at Vittoria, a Tungoose chief in the uutiiniii, in the 
with the intent of re-establisliing his bro- midst of an iceberg, but it was not till the 
ther iu Madrid. fifth year after the ice hud sufficiently 

10. An impostor named Ann Moore is melted that its body could be disengaged, 
said to have abstained from food twenty The chief cut off the tusks and left ihe 
months. i carcase to be devoured by bears. 

22. Battle of Tiidela ; the Spaniards, J Mr. Buchunuaii of Glasgow aniiouncefl 
under Castauos defeated. ‘ the efficacy of the heat of steam in calico 

28. The emperor of Russia refused to printing, and in warming warehouses and 
treat with the Spanish insurgents, having churches. 

acknowledged Joseph king of Spain. Humphry Davy announced some new 

Drc. 4. Madrid capitulated to the phenomena of chemical changes produced 
French emperor ; the citizens were dis- by elect ricity» particularly the deeompo.si- 
posed to resistance, and some of the tiori of the fixed alkalies and the exhibi- 
streets unpaved for the purpose ; hut their tion of the new subjects that constitute 
zeal not being seconded by the authorities, their bases. 

headed by Don Morla, the di-sign was Mr. Winsor in his memorial on gas 
abandoned. Buunajiaito was now at lij^bts stated that they may be advantage- 
liberty to direct his attention to the Bri- ously applied to the lighting of streets 
tish force, which was advancing towards imd for fixed lights in private houses. Tia; 
the cajiital; one division tiom Corunna, cotton mill of Phillips and Lee of Man- 
under sir David Baird, and the other from chaster had already been lighted by coal 
the Portuguese frontier, commanded by gas under the directions ol Mr. Uiuaor. — 
sir John Moore. These rlivi.Nions united at Phi/o.sophicul Transactions, 

Salamanca on the 20th, but were com- Litliography, or the art of engraving on 
pelleduii the 30th to begin their disastrous stone, announced. 

retreat. I Slicerl and baked potatoes, which bad 

On the day that IMadrid capitulated' l>een to New South Wales and back, ex- 
Napoleoii decieedai follows: — 1. That the; hibited in a sound state, 
inquisition to abolished. 2. That the i r Richard Iloare caused several bai- 
number of convents in Spain be reduced to j rows near Stonehenge to be opened ; ia 
one-third. 3. That all feudal rights and i them were found a number of curious re- 
servicea cease. 4. That the provincial bar-[ mains of Celtic ornaments, such as heads 

Tiers which impeded industry be sup- j buckles, and broaches, in amber, wood, and 

pressed, and the custom-houses removed ! gohl* , i-n 

to the fiontiers. 5. That the seigiiorialj M. Mollet discovered that combustible 
courts be abolished, and the royal courts bodies might be ignited by the mere com 
only ari minister justice. 6. That the civil pressioii of atmospheric air. 
and ecclesiastical revenues alienated to The stone-coffin and ashes of Ona, king 
individuals be received by the state. of the Mercians, who died in the eig i J 

7, Died iu his 8Jst year CiiAJii.Ks century, discovered in the church-yau o 
Jenkikmon, earl of Liverpool, the grand- Uemel Hempstead. / , 

son of sir Robert Jenkinsoii, the first haro- Annuai. Obituahv. — At Roelian | > 

net of the family. The earl had filled sud’deiftv, Benjamin Goldsmith, an op 

several important and lucrative offices ia loan-contractor. John Home, oo, a 
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of the tragedy of Douglas. Richard Por- 
son, M. A.. 4!), a masterly critic and classi- 
cal scholar. At Parts, Madame Cottiii, 
SC), author of the ** Exiles of Siberia** and 
other popular novels. Hugh Meynell, 81, 
a gentlemen who had been well known in 
fashionable circles for half a century. Rev. 
J. Whitaker, 73, author of a ‘‘ History of 
Manchester,*’ &c. Lord Dorchester, 86, 
the oldest general in the service, and well 
known in the American war as general 
Carleton. Sir Henry Grey, uncle to the 
present earl Grey, who was his heir. By 
the death of the baronet, earl Grey came 
into possession of estates to the amount of 
37,000/. per annum, besides a fortune for 
each of his younger children. 

A. i>. 1809. Prospects op tjie Year. — 
The diversion of the Peninsular war 
tempted Austria a fourth time to enter the 
lists against her colossal opponent, which 
had no better result than her jneceding 
efforts against the power of V'lauce. 
Buonaparte acted with his wonted celerity 
and military science. Leaving Ids ge- 
nerals to complete the subjection of Spain 
and Portugal, he summoned to his aid the | 
contingents of the Rhenish confederation, 
and precipitating himself into the heart of 
(lermany, dispersed, in a succession of] 
bloody battles, the Austrian armies. In 
four months he passed victoriously from 
Madrid to Vienna, and by the decisive 
battle of Wagrain, in July, compelled | 
Francis again to sue for peace. The co- 
operation of England was more remark- 
able for the magnitude of her exertions 
than the success or judgment with which 
they were conducted. It was a year of 
expeditions. Sir John Stuart made a 
descent in Cnlabria with a view to shake 
the French dominion in Naples, but un-j 
successfully. The British arms were sue- 
cessi'ul in Portugal, and acquired new 
laurels by the victory of Talavera. Against 
these advantages was the seriuvis draw- 
back of the disastrous expedition to Wal- 
cberen, which was the more lamentable as 
the same powerful arinainent landed in the 
Peninsula might have driven the French 
across the Pyrenees. Fur want of this 
co-operation the cause of the Spanish pa- 
triots had a very discouraging aspect to- 
wards the close of the year. Dissensions 
in the British cabinet led to an overture, 
at the instance of the king, to the leading 
whigs to form part of a combined ministry. 
This basis being promptly declined by 
lords Grey and Grenville, the Perceval ad- 
ministratitrn was forinetl as the only alter- 
native. These ministerial changes were 
preceded by the discovery of gross mis- 
conduct on the part of the duke of York, 
his office of commander-in-chief ; .also 
m the conduct of other high functionaries 
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in the sale of public offices, and even of 
seats ill the house of commons. The at- 
tention of the other house of parliament 
and of the public was intently fixed on 
these irregularities. 

Jan, 5. Peace concluded between Bri 
tain and Turkey through the mediation of 
Austria. 

16. Battle op Corunna. — The defeat 
of the Spaniards and the greatly superior 
force of the French rendered the retreat of 
the British unavoidable. From Astorga 
to Corunna, a route of near 250 miles, 
through a desolate and mountainous coun- 
try, made almost impassable by snow and 
rain, harassed by the enemy, the soldiers 
suffered intolerable hardships from cold, 
hunger, and fatigue. Embittered by pri- 
vations and chagrin the army became dis- 
organised, and by their excesses rentlered the 
people they had come to succour their ene- 
mies. However, the French were gallantly 
repulsed in all their attacks, and after the 
abandonment of their sick, and loss of most 
of their stores and military chest, the 
British, in a very distressed state, reached 
Corunna on the 11th. Soult took up a 
position above the town in readiness to 
make an attack as soon as the troupe 
should begin to embark. On the lOth, the 
operation having begun, the enemy de- 
scended in four columns, when sir John 
Moore, in bringing up the guards, where the 
fire was most destructive, received a mortal 
Wound from a cannon ball. General 
Baird being also disabled, the command 
devolved on sir John Hope, under whom 
the troops bravely continued the fight till 
at iiight-fall the French retreated with the 
loss of 2000 men, and offered no further 
molestation. In this expedition the Bri- 
tish army lost their magazines and near 
6000 soldiers, inclusive of the brave com- 
mander-in-chief, who was highly esteemed 
for private worili and soldierly qualities. 

19. Parliament opened by commission. 

23. Buonaparte arrived at Pans, hav- 
ing bven recalled from Spain by the war- 
like preparations of Austria. 

27, ChAIIUK.S AO.VINST THE DIKE OF 
York. — Colonel IVardle, an officer of 
militia, brought forward in the house «)f 
commons a series of charges against the 
commauiler-iu-rhief, to the effect tliatMrs. 
Mary Ann Clarke, who had been in favonr, 
but w'as now out of favour with the duke, 

I had l^ng carried on a traffic in milit.iry 
commissions, not only with the knowledge, 
but participation, of his royal highnos. 
He concluded with moving for a coinmitteo 
of inquiry, which, on the suggestion of the 
chancellor of the exchequer, it was deter- 
mined should be of the whole house. 1 he 
inquiry, therefore, commenced at the bar 
of the house, and lasted above two months . 
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during which numerous witnesses wert^ exii- 
mined ; amongst whom was Mrs. (Uarke 
herself ; and the most extraor<linary dis 
closures ensued. It appeared that this 
woman had not only considerable infiuetice 
in the military, but also in the ecclesiastical 
concerns of the kingdom; having, upon 
one occasion, placed her own footman as 
a commissioned officer in the army^ and, 
upon another, procured the honour of 
preaching before the king for O'Meara, 
an Irish clergyman. In short, there was 
hardly any department of the state to 
which her brokership did nut extend ; and 
the list of aspirants upon her ledger in- 
cIudtMi persons of almost every station in 
society. So far colonel Wardle established 
his case ; but be failed in showing that 
the duke had derived any pecuniary bene- 
fit from the traffickings of his mistress: 
he had, however, been clearly guilty of the 
almost equivalent and reprehensible part 
of knowingly suffering her to barter the 
patronage of his office for the support of 
herself and establishmejit. Public atten- 
tion was entirely engrossed with the in* 
quiry, and the house was never so well 
attended as during its progress, mtuiy of 
the members appearing highly edified by 
the sprightly sallies of the artfid courtesan, 
who was the principal witness interrogated. 
Tl)ough the <luke was acquitted of per- 
sonal corruption by a vote of the house, 
the impression of his culpability ainoi>g 
many independent members, and the pub- 
lic in general, was such, that he found it 
necessary to resign his employment. This 
seems to have been considered sufficient 
atonement, and the whole business was got 
lid of on the 20th of March, by Lord 
Althorp moving that the house did not 
think proper further to prosecute the in- 
quiry after the resignation of his roy.al 
liighness, which was carried hy 235 to 
112. Sir Robert Diindas succeeded the 
duke at the horse-guards. 

Feb. 8. James Madison elected pre- 
sident of the United States i»f America, 
Mr. Jefferson declining to be re-elected. 

14. Saragosgi-i surrendered to the French, 

24. Drury-lane theatre burnt down 
with inconceivable rapidity ; tlie reservoir 
of water in the roof was powerless in extin- 
guishing the conflagration. It was insured. 

28. I-ord Falkland killed in a duel by 
Mr. PowolL of Devonshire; the quarrel 
origtnai *d in bis lordship’s levity in address- 
ing Mr. Powell, with whom he was on 
terms of intiitiacy, hy a nick-name, and 
persisting so to uo after he had taken 
offence at it in a large company at 
Steven’s in Bond-street. 

Mar. 3. Fire In the quailrangle of 
Chfist-church college, Oxford ; damage 
ei;timate<i at 12,000/, 


13. Gusfavus IV. deposed by the Swedish 
diet, and his family declared to be for ever 
excluded from the throne. A new consti- 
tution was framed, and the duke of Stidur- 
inania elected king, under the title of 
Charles XIII. A change of policy ensued 
peace being ihado With Russia, and English 
vessels excluded from the Swedish ports. 

28. Upon opening the body of a sailor 
who had died in Guy’s hospital, eighteen 
large clasp-knives were found in the 
stomach and intestines. The hafts of 
them were entirely decomposed, and the 
blades partly so. It seems they had been 
swallowed several years previously in 
drunken frolics, and at first without any 
sensible bad effect. 

29. Oporto t.iken by Marshal SouU. 

The loss of the French in the Peniusnlu, 

by war and disease, estimated at 183,01)0 
men. — Grnt. Magazine. 

Mr. Whitbread stated in the house of 
commons that a service of plate, which Mts. 
Clarke purchased of a pawnbroker, i ri- 
giually belonged to a prince of the Bour- 
bon family. 

Apr. 1. The thanks of the cities of 
London and Westminster voted to colonel 
Wardle. 

2. A lieutenant Sharp of the Bedlbnl 
militia not succeeding in his luldi esses to 
Miss Shuckburgh, first shot the lady, and 
then himself, in the park of sir S. Slmck- 
burgh, wdiere they were both fovmd •lead. 

6. The arch-duke Charles issued n 
spirited address to the army, preparatory 
to opening the campaign against France. 
The whole Austrian army consisted of nine 
corps of 3(),()0U or 40,000 each, besides sonic 
of reserve and the mditia. Buonaparte, in 
addition to the French corps, now con- 
gregated under his standaril Bavarians, 
Saxons, and Boles. 

II. Lord Cochrane made a soccessfol 
attack on the French squ.idioii in Basque 
Hoad, destroying in gallant style five sail 
of the line and three frigates. 

20. Bunnaparte defeated the arch-dnke 
Louis at Abenshi-rg ; and two days alter 
the arch-duke Charles at Kckmuhl : in these 
two battles the .\uHtiiaiw lost 40,000 men 
with 100 pieces of cannon. In five days, 
by the celerity of his movements and 
admirable tactic combinations, Napoleon 
completely broke the power ot Austria. 

21. Captain Manby made a successful 

trial <if a small mortar, to communicate by 
a line with shipwrecked vessels, and save 
the crew. . , * 

»2. Sir Arthur Wellesley landed at 
Lisbon to command the British army; 
ho Portuguese to be commanded by mar- 
shal Beresford 

25. AOAiNST Lo«i> Casti.i-.- 

KBAOH.— Hi, l..r(l.hip it appeared had en- 
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deavoured to procure a seat in parliament I 
for his friend lord Clancarty, in exchange 
for a write rship which had been placed at 
his disposal while president of the India 
hoard. The seat however not beiii)^ deemed 
an equivalent for a writership (^valued at 
3000 guineas), and the parUes not agree- 
upon the difference^ the negotiation 
broke of. Resolutions in condemnation of 
this proceeding were moved on the 25th, 
by lord A. iiamiltun, which were nega- 
tived by 216 against 167. A similar fate 
attended a motion of Mr. Madocks, who 
charged Mr. Percival and lord (^astlereagh 
with corruptly influencing the return of 
members of parliament. It originated 
a bill, introduced by Mr. Curwen, which 
passed into a law for better securing the 
purity and independence of parliament. 

May 5. Russia declared war against 
Austria. 

12. Hou. II. Wellesley obtained 20,000/. 
damages against lord Paget for crim, con, 

duel of his lordship with captain Cado- 
gan, who had married a sister of lady 
Wellesley, was one of the incidents of 
this affhir : it excited great interest, owing 
to the romantic attachraent of lord Paget, 
who had in vain sought to stifle his un- 
fortunate passion in the turmoil of the 
Spanish war, in which, during the retreat to 
Corunna, from his recklessness of life he 
anpured the reputation of * a rash and 
adveatunius gallantry,** 

13. French entered Vienna. 

21, 22. Bloody battle of Aspern be- 
t^veeii the archduke Charles and the 
Krench emperor. It was fought in the 
Marchfleld on the left bank of the Danube, 
two leagues below Vienna, opposite the Isle 
of Lobau. It lasted two tlays, and the 
killed and wounded amounted to 20,000 
in each ar^Il3^ At the close of the second 
>iay Buonaparte was compelled to retreat 
into the Isle of Lobuii, where his army'' vf&s 
placed iu a situation of great jeopardy, the 
thmd having carried away the bridge that 
cimaected the island iu the middle of the 
river with th® right b.ink of the Danube 
Two months elapsed before he was able 
to repair the disasters of the battle, and 
again ttansport his army across the river. 

Rear-admiral Harvey dismissed the 
service for di^respectful conduct to his 
superior officer admiral lord Gambier : sub- 
sequently restored. 

26... Valentine Jones convicted in the 
court of king's bench of a fraud on govern- 
tneut, in his office of coinmissary-geiieral in 
the West Indies. 

June 1. Professor Herbert Marsh re- 
vived the lectures on divinity in St. Mary’s 
church, Cambridge. 

A parliamentary report showed that 
great encroachments had been made iu 


Windsor Forest : it now comprises twelve 
entire parishes and extends into fivti others. 
The whole quantity of land in the forest 
according to the survey and map of 1789, 
was 59,600 acres. 

Raab surrendered to the French. 

Duvth ov Thomas Paine.— This 
celebrated person was the son of a quaker, 
and horn at Thetford in Notfolk, in 1737. 
Losing his employment in the excise, he 
obtained an introduction to Dr. Franklin, 
which led to his emigration to America, 
where, by the force and acuteness of his 
writings, he essentially contributed to the 
establishment of the independence of the 
colonies. He returned to England and 
excited great interest by the publication of 
his ‘‘ Rights of Man,” in answer to Mr. 
Burke’s Reflections on the French Revo- 
lution.’’ In France he was chosen mem- 
ber of the national convention, but offended 
the extreme republicans liy not voting for 
the death of Louis XVi., and narrowly 
escaped the giullotioe pending the reign of 
terror. He retuiued to America in 1802, 
having a small farm in the neigbbourhooil 
of Baltimore, that had been given him bj' 
congress, for the services he had rendered 
in the struggle with the mother country, 
and which having improved in value dur- 
ing his peregrinations in Europe, yielded 
I him a decent coinpi tence for the remainder 
of his days. Habits of intemperance and 
the notoriety of his deisiical opinions de- 
prived him of the general respect to which 
he was entitled from natural benevolence 
and the posses>iuii of superior abilities. 
Few writers have excited greater contem- 
porary interest th.in Thomas Paine, and 
he still retains a strong hobl of the popular 
mind ; but his political philosophy lies 
!a narrow compass, consisting of the aj»pli- 
CHtion of a few abstractions to the compli- 
cated affairs of civil society', without re- 
ference to the divers. ty of human character 
and pre-existing habits, institutions, and 
associations. This limitation of scope 
doubtless helped to give point, conclusive- 
ness. and plausibility to theories which 
were probably corrected in his own mind, 
as they were in the minds of many others 
by the lessons of practical wisdom subse- 
I quently afforded by the great experiment of 
I the French Revolution. 

10. Pope Pius. VII. excommunicated 
Buonaparte for seizing the papal terri- 
tories. 

A parliamentary return showed tliat 
there are in England and Wales 3291 
livings under 1 50/. per annum. 

21. Parliament prorogued by commission. 

A loan of 11 millions was this year con- 
tracted for at a lower rate i)f interest than 
money had ever before been Irorvowed on 
the public account. The abundance of 
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capital consequent on the interruption to 
Ibreifru trade, uiid the absence of any cause 
of apprei)ension either ai home or abroad 
it is likely contributed to the low rate of 
interest, 

28. Daniel Lambert found dead iu his 
bed at Stamford, where he had gone to 
exhibit himself during the races. He was 
in his 40th year, and the heaviest man on 
record, weighing 52 stone, 141b8. to the 
stone. 

29. A bottle taken up in Martinique, 
which had been thrown into the sea in lat. 
H** 48' N., long. 25° VV., showing that it 
had been floated by the current 2020 miles 
in 224 days. 

A verdict of 1000/. was given in favour 
of the earl of Leicester against the pro* 
prietors of the Morning Henild for a libel. 

At the beginning of the month sir John 
Stewart, the British commander in Sicily, 
made a descent on the coast of Calabria : 
it was at first successful, but the enemy 
collecting in force, and the Neapolitans 
manifesting no disposition to revolt from 
their present ruler, he re-embarked his 
troops. 

Julg 3. An action brought by an up- 
holsterer against colonel Wardle lor 1400/., 
for furniture sold to the defendant tor the 
use of Mary Ann Clarke, and a verdict 
given for the plaintiff. It seems the un- 
dertaking of Mr. Wardle was in the No- 
vember preceding the late investigation 
into the conduct of the duke of York ; 
which threw some suspicion on the motives 
and characters of the parties who instituted 
that inquiry. 

4. Three Middlesex magisirates con- 
victed in a penalty of 500/. hir the false 
imprisonment and impressment of a la- 
bourer. 

6. Victory ok Waouam. — This battle 
was fought between Buonaparte and the 
archduke Charles; the loss of the Aus- 
trians was so great that they immediately 
sought an armistice of the French emperor. 

13. Capt. Barclay finished his task at 
Newmarket of walking 1000 miles iu 1000 
successive hours, nut walking more nor 
less than one mile in one hour. The caii- 
tain had 16,000/. depending on his under- 
taking, and towards the close appeared to 
have become partly habituated to his in- 
terrupted rest • 

20. William Cobbett, the author of the 
" Folltii d Register,” cast in an action at 
Winchester Raises for an assault on a boy- 
servant : damages 10/. 

28. Batti.k okTalavkma. — The French, 
commanded by Victor and Sebastiani, were 
defeated by the British, commanded by sir 
Arthur Wellesley, aided by a corps of Spa- 
niards under Cuesta, The action was se- 
vere. the loss of the British amounting to 


6000 in killed, wounded, and missing; 
that of the enemy was mui.h more consi- 
derable. Soon after the junction of Soiilt, 
Ney, and Mortier, in the rear of the Kiig- 
lish, compelled them to fall back on Ba- 
dajos. 

Kvpbcts op Intxmperanoe. — A labourer 
near Oxford, who had retired into an out- 
house to sleep in a state of intoxication, 
was attacked by ruts. The liquor and sleep 
had so overpowered him that he was inca- 
pable either of repelling them or calling 
for assistance, lie continued in an ago- 
nised state till his groans drew a person to 
the place, who found a number of the ver- 
min round the feet of the sufferer, seven of 
whose toes had been entirely devoiued by 
them. — (//n/i. Reg. li. 288.) A case still 
more horrible occurred in the neighbour- 
hood of Dublin in the ensuing mouth. 
(i6ie/. 318.) A man inebriated feil from a 
car into a hollow, where he lay on his tace 
till discovered by a passenger. On turning 
him on his back and moving his coat, the 
whole surface of his body seemed a moving 
mass of worms : his face was much dhsti- 
gtired, apparently from sunie bruises m- 
fiicted either by a lull or a blow, and from 
every aperture of his head, his eyes, ears, 
mouth, and nose poured iniuiinerahle worms, 
as if the cavity of the skull w<is filled witli 
them. His eyes were dissolved, and lii.s 
face covered with maggots : he was not 
dead. After some time he was able to 
walk, and recollect the adventure of the 
preceding night. The humidity of the air 
and the heat of the weather bad rapidly 
caused putrescence in the bruised parts 
lying in contact with the moist earth. 
Next day the miserable being died, it being 
impossible to arrest the progress of dccuin- 
positiun. 

Aug, 13. A monument erected to tlie 
memory of sir John Moore at Corunna, by 
the marquis Humana, and his remains re- 
moved from the obscure place in the for- 
tress, where they were first interred. 

13. Expedition to W AnciinuEN. — In the 
course of the summer was fitted out with 
great secrecy one of the must formidable 
armaments ever despatched from the shores 
of England. It consisted of an army of 
40,000 men, and a fleet of 39 sail of the 
line, 36 frigates, and numerous gun-boats, 
bomb-boatH, and small craft. The com- 
mand of the first was given to the e.ul of 
Chatham, of the last to sir R. Strafchan. 
The chief objects of the enterprise were to 
get poHsessioti of Flushing, the French 
ships of W'ar in the Scheldt, and destioy 
their arsenals and dock-yards. The expe- 
dition sailed on the 28th of July, and ‘>u 
the 15th inst. Flushing surrendered, with a 
garrison^of 6000 men. No advantage he- 
yond this was gained. During the siege 
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of Flushing, Bernadotte had arrived at 
Antwerp, put the place in a posture of de* 
fence, removed the ships higher up the 
river, and collected a Belgic force to resist 
the invaders. Owing to these preparations, 
the reduction of Antwerp was deemed im- 
practicable by a council of war, and had 
the island of Walcheren been forthwith 
abandoned, the loss of the British would 
have been inconsiderable. In lieu of which, 
either from incapacity in the military 
commander, or from fluctuations in the 
cuuiicil of ministers, this pestilential spot 
\v,'!s not evacuated till the latter end of 
December. An epidemic fever, as was 
usual in the autumn, raged in the island, 
and of the fine army that had left Ports- 
mouth a few months before, one- half were 
either consigned to inglorious graves or 
returned to England afflicted with chronic 
diseases, in the last stage of debility. 

Sept. 3. By the order of Murat, king of 
Naples, the religious houses in his domi- 
nions arc suppressed. 

17. The new theatre of Covent-garden 
opened with Macbeth and The Quaker, The 
address was attempted to he spoken by Mr. 
Kemble, but such was the uproar, occa- 
sioned by an advance in the prices of ad 
mission, that it was wholly inaudible. 

21. Dlkl OFCANNit<(o andCastlkrkauii. 
— both these gentlemen having resigned 
their offices, a [rerscnal encounter ensued be- 
tween them on Putney heath, in which Mr. 
Canning was wotimled. Mr. Canning had 
some months previously addressed a letter 
to the duke of Portland, the head of the 
administration, informing his grace that he 
siiould resign the foreign secretaryship if 
lord Castlereagh coiitimied to hold the 
secretaryship of war, for which department 
Mr. Canning thought lord Castlereagh 
untit. The duke of Portland, either from 
nt)t coinciding in opinion with Mr. Can- 
ning, *or wishing himself, from the infirmi' 
ties of age, to retire from the ministry, 
delayed to act on the suggestion of Mr. 
Canning, though his lordship promised 
that it should be carried into effect. — 'Amt. 
Heg. h. 305.) Meanwhile no communica- 
tion was made to lord Castlereagh, and 
Mr. Canning continued to act with him in 
the cabinet, even while the important ex- 
perfition to Walchoren was being prepared, 
without openly avowing any objection Uf 
the official competence of his colleague. 
Under these circumstaucc .s his lordshin 
considered that he had been treated witn 
duplicity, and demanded satisfaction. 

.Oct, I. Lord ColUngwood and sir J. 
Stuart took possession of Zante, Cepha- 
lonia, and the other Greek islands, restoring 
the loniau republic. 

15. Peace concluded between Austria 
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and France. Trieste was the principal 
acquisition of France by this treaty, the 
chief territorial cessions being made to her 
allies, Bavari.i, Saxony, and Prussia. The 
brave Tyrolese, who had taken arms in 
favour of Austria, were abandoned, and 
•their gallant leader, llofer, expiated his 
patriotism on the scaffold. A similar fate 
involved colonel Schill, who had raised the 
standard of revolt in the north of Germany : 
he was slain in defending Stralsund. 

25. Thb JuBiLKE. — The King having 
entered the 50th year of bis reign, it was 
celebrated throughout the empire as a na- 
tional jubilee, with thanksgiving and other 
demonstrations of gladness. All deserters 
and military delinquents were pardoned, 
and crown debtors liberated from confine- 
inent. Divine service was performed in 
the churches, and splendid illuminations 
and other rejoicings in the evening con- 
cluded the festivities. 

30. Pehckval Ministry. — The death of 
the duke of Portland, on the 3()lh, and the 
previous dissensions in the cabinet, broke 
up the administration. An overture to the 
Whigs, as before mentioned, having failed, 
it became necessary to resort to other ma- 
terials. Mi. Perceval became the new pre- 
mier. uniting to his office of chancellor of 
the exchequer that of first lord of the 
treasury. The marquis of Wellesley was 
recalled from his em!>a.ssy to Spain, to suc- 
ceed Mr. Canning in the foreign secretary- 
ship ; viscount Palmerston succeeded lord 
Castlereagh as secretary at war ; and the 
earl of Liver|X)ol (late lord Hawkesbury) in 
his (lord Castlereagh’s) other office of colo- 
nial secretary ; the hon. R. Ryder succeed- 
ing lonl Liverpool in the home department ; 
Messrs. Wharton and Arbuthnot succeeded 
Mr. Hu'^kisson and the hon, II. Wellesley 
as secretaries of the treasury. No change 
was made in the law offices, nor in the Irish 
government. 

iVo»’. 11). The Spaniards, under Ariezaga. 
signally defeated at Dcaiia ; the conse- 
cnience of which was the surrender of Cor- 
dova and Seville, leaving the French free 
access to Cadiz. 

Dec, 1. The Spanish junta having be- 
come unpopular for want of success, it w.is 
determined to assemble the cortes, which 
had nut met for three centuries. 

11. At the election for chancellor of the 
university of Oxford, lord Greuvdle had 
406 voL's ; lonl Eldon 390 ; duke of Beau- 
fort 288. All the bishops who had a vole 
vutetl for lord (treuvdle, except two, who 
voted for lord Eldon. 

16. The O. P. riots at Covent garden 
theatre, which had been sturddy kept up lor 
mouths, terminated. It ivas^settled tliat 
the boxes should contiu'ie at js,; that the 
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pit should be lowered to the old price of 
Ht* 6dn ; and the private boxes thrown open 
to the public. An increase in the prices of 
admission had been demanded on the 
ground of improvements in the new the- 
atre^ and had been chiefly resisted on 
account of the monopoly of the patent 
theatres. 

1 7. The empress Josephine divorced from 
Buonaparte; as the marriage had never 
been solemnised except as a civil contractj 
the dissolution was mure feasible. 

25. The evacuation of Walcheren com- 
pleted, after destroying the basin, arsenal, 
and fortifications of Flushing. 

30. Nkw Military Reoui.ations. — No 
officer to be promoted to the rank of cap- 
tain until he has been three years a sub- 
altern. No officer to be a major until he 
has been seven years in the service^ of which 
he shall have been at least two years a 
captain; and no major to be appointed 
lieut. -colonel until he has been nine years 
in the service. No officer to fill any staff 
appointment (except aid-de^amp) until 
he has been four yeart in the service. No 
subaltern officer to be an aid-de-camp un- 
less he shall have been present in the regi- 
ment at lea^t one year. 

A treaty of amity and commerce was 
this ye&c concluded with America by Mr. 
Krskine, but disavowed by the British go- 
vernment, on the ground that the English 
minister had exceeded his povrers. 

Mkrino Shkep. — A small flock of this 
description of sheep was procured for the 
use of the king, hv lord Auckland, the 
British minister at JViadrid, in 1791. They 
excited little notice, and it was not till 
thirteen years after that they liecame an 
article of sale. It is now ascertained that i 
the fleece does not degenerate, and is sold 
as clipped from the back, at 4r. tic/, a-pound. 
But we may further observe on this uxj eri- 
ment (though the discovery belongs to a 
subsequent perioil), that though the fleece 
does not degenerate, the carcase, which is ' 
of little weight, does not improve ; so that . 
the farmer, whose remuneration depends 
on the sale of both, has found it his interest 
to return to the native, hastened, too, by 
the large importations of fine wool from 
Saxony, that nave superseded both the Spsu 
nish and English staple of short wool. 

AwNfiAi. OaiTUARY. — William Hawes, 
M.D., 73, a gentleman long known in the 
metropo s tot active benevolence, and 
the founder of the royal humane society. 
Hugh Hewioo, 86, formerly a barber in 
Lincoln Vinn-fields, and the original of 
Strap in Smollett’s ** Roderick Random." 
Earl of Dunmore, 78, father-in-law of the 
duke of Sussex, and in the female line re- 
lated to the house of Stuart. David Bar- 
clay, §1, a grandson of the author of the 


^ Apology for the Quakers,” and lately an 
eminent merchant ii> the city, M&tthew 
Boulton, 81, one of the proprietors of the 
famous Soho manufactory, and successful 
cultivator of the useful arts* John Henry 
Petty, marquis of L&nsclowne, 44 : his 
lordship was succeeded in his title and es- 
tates by his brother, lord Henry Petty, late 
chancellur of the exchequer. Sir Frederick 
Morton Eden, diplomatist, and author of a 
valuable ** Histo^ of the Poor.” J. Haydn, 
76, the celebrated musical composer. Tho- 
mas Eccleston, of $carisbrook, a successful 
improver of the agriculture of Lancashire. 
Anna Seward, 66, a lady of Lichfield, dis- 
tinguishod for literary talents. In the 
public hospital, at Kington, Jamaica, and 
buried ut the expense of the parish, Hubert 
Hepburn Ker, formerly a baker in that 
city, and who by a late decision of the 
house of lords was found entitled to the 
dukedom of Roxburgh, and 100,000/. iu 
the funds. 

A.D. 1810. CoMMEUCB AND PuULIC CRE- 
DIT. — The exclusion of British conimoditif s 
from the continent and the united states 
of America began to produce a sensible 
effect on the staple interests of the empire. 
Ill several of the principal branches of 
national industry, especially in the cotton 
manufacture, there was great stagnation of 
demand, of which the consequences were 
numerous and extensive failures. The rate 
of exchange in foreign markets had be- 
come from 15 to 20 per cent, against this 
country. A rapid and unexampled rise 
hud taken place in prices, not from the 
briskness of trade, but the extremely arti- 
ficial state of the currency. Gold coins 
had almost wholly disappeared from the 
circulation : guineas were regularly sold at 
prices aliove their legal denomination, and 
IiajHir currency >vas the only medium em- 
ployed in commercial transactions and 
dealings of all kinds. The price of gold 
had risen from 3/. 1 7t. per ounce in bank 
notes to 4/. 12s. {jinnual Meguier, Mi, 126.) 
The rise in prices, or the depreciation :ii 
the currency, produced severe distress 
among the numerous classes living on 
wages and fixed incomes ; it also lowend 
the exchangeable value of the public taxes, 
and the government loan fell so mncli 
below par, that some melancholy catas- 
trophes followed among the contractors. 
These monetary derangements were brought 
under the notice of the house of commons 
by Mr. Horner, and became the subject ot 
an able report. In this report the rise ot 
pricee and tall in the exchaiijfes is traced 
to the redundant issue of en inconvertible 
paper money, for >hich the remedy sug- 
gested is the resumption of payments w 
specie flV the bank of England. Besides 
commercial embarrassments, the chief topics 
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of parliamentary ^iecussion were the late 
expedition to the Scheldt, and a pextinap 
cious struj^gle about the exercise of the pri- 
vileges of the house of commons. Abroad, 
there were no events of striking importance. 
The struggles aj^ainst French aggression 
in Spain had dwindled down on the side 
of the patriots to a partisan war, carried on 
^ parties of guertilat, headed by Mina, 
£1 Empecinado, and other adventurous 
chiefs. The French, .under Marshal Mas* 
sena, overran Portugal, till their progress 
was arrested by lord Wellington, at the 
impregnable lines of Torres Vedras. A 
new scene of interest arose in South Ame- 
rica ; some of the transatlantic provinces 
of Spain proclaiming their independence 
of the mother country. The Spanish colo- 
nists were now found to be divided into 
two parties ; the royalists, who adhered to 
the government, acting in the name of 
Ferdinand VII., and the repulilicans, who 
sought for independence on the plan of the 
Uiiiti d States. 

Jan, 3. At the mansion-house, Mr. De 
Yuiige was charged, under a statute of 
Edward VI., with selling guineas at 22s. ^d. 
each, U. 6</. above their legal price. See 
July 4, 1811. 

G. Peace between France and Sweden. 

18. Mr. Lyon Levy, an eminent Jewish 
dealer in diuinunds, threw himself from the 
top of the Monument, and was killed on 
the spot. 

23. Pauliamknt opened by commission : 
the disasters of the past year were adverted 
to, and sought to be extenuated. 

26. Lord Poichester's motion, in the 
house of commons, for an inquiry into the 
expedition to Walcheren, carried by 195 
to 186. 

Feb, 4. Died, in his 79th year, Wii.uam 
Ca-vundisii, who distinguished hiiD.self by 
important discoveries in natural philo- 
sophy, especially the composition of water ; 
by improvements in the eudiometer, and 
endeavours to ascertain the mean density 
of the earth. Mr, Cavendish was little 
known in the busy world, his life being 
spent in reading, study, and in experi- 
ments. He was great uncle to the present 
duke of Devonshire, and left funded pro- 
• perty to the amount of 1,200,000/. 

General Beckwith and admiral A. 
Cochrane took the island of Guadaloupej. 
the last possession of the French in the 
West Indies. 

7. Captain Lake dismissed the king's 
Service for putting d seaman ashore on the 
desolate island of Sombrero. 

11. The spire of St. Nicholas church, 
Liverpooi, fell through the roof, killing 27 
persons. 

17. The Dutch settlemei t of ^tnboyua 
surrendered to a British force from Madras* 


21. Privilboe op Paruambrt*-— Pend- 
ing the inquiry into the expedition to 
Walcheren, the house of commons be- 
came involved in a series of contests that 
did not exalt its reputation for wisdom. 
During the inquiry, Mr. Yorke, having 
from day to day enforced the standing 
order of the house for the exclusion of 
strangers, Mr. Sheridan moved its revision, 
when Mr. Windham took occasion to in. 
veigh against the reporters for the press, 
which was replied tu by Mr. Stephens, who 
had once belonged to this useful class. 
This discussion originated another outside 
he house, at a debating society called the 
Britisk Forum, where a question was pro- 
pounded, — W hich was a greater outrage 
on the public feeling, Mr. Yorke’s enforce- 
ment of the standing order to exclude 
strangers from the house of commons, or 
Mr. Windham’s attack on the press?” and 
it being unaiiimotisly carried against the 
former, the result was announced in a pla- 
card. This was brought before the house 
as an infringement of their privileges, 
being a comment on their proceedings, iu 
contravention, as alleged, of the Bill of 
Rights. Upon this John Gale Jones, who 
acKiiowledgt'd himself the author of the 
obnoxious placard, was committed to New- 
gate. Sir Francis Biirdett next entered 
the lists : he denied the right of the house 
to imprison Mr. Jones, and published his 
argument, with his name affixed, iu Cob- 
bett’s Weekly Register of March 24th. 
Pleased with the higher game, the house 
instantly fell upon the baronet, who was 
ordered to be committed to the tower, the 
speaker issuing his warrant for the purpose 
to the sergeant- at-arms. On the arrival of 
this officer at the house of sir Francis, he 
was informed that the legality of the speak- 
er's warrant was denied, and that the ba- 
ronet would not submit to it unless he were 
compelled to do so by force. A pause en- 
sued in consequence of the doubts of the 
speaker regarding the extent of his powers ; 
but these being obviated by the opinion of 
the attorney-general, the house of sir 
Francis was violently entered by the ser- 
geaut-at-arms, and the baronet forcibly 
conveyed to the tower. As the soldiery 
which had conducted the captive to his 
destination were returning, they were vio- 
leiitly assailetl by the multitude with stories 
and other missiles, when the military firing, 
three of the rioters were killed. On one 
victim the coroner’s inquest returned a ver- 
dict of wUful murder against some persons 
unknown. Subsequently sir Francis Brought 
actions at law against the speaker for 
issuing his warrant, against the sergeant- 
at-arms for executing it, and against the 
constable of the tower for detaining him iii 
custody, but he failed iu aiy ^he co||irts oi 
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law, a(tpr ponderous legal (Usputation, re- 
fusing to take cognizance of the questions 
at issue. During his incarceration the 
baronet was cheered by numerous approving 
addresses, end at the end of the session 
he was suiiered to return to his house, 
which he did privately by water, to avoid 
the risk of popular tumult; though some- 
what inconsistently with this pretext sir 
Francis, without counnunicatiiig his inten- 
tion to his friends, suffered them to make 
preparations for a grand jirocessioii thniugh 
The metropolis, which actually took place. 
Mr. Jones claimed a right to a trial, and 
refused to leave Newgate, but was got out 
hy a stratagem, loudly complaining t»f the 
grievame of being tioth illegally impri- 
soned and illegally thrust out of prison. 

*24. Mr. Ferry, projirietor of the J/or/i- 
i/tt/ Chroniciey tried and acquitted in the 
court of king’s bench. He conducted his 
own defence, on the charge of having pub- 
lished a libel, copied from the Exomintrj 
reflecting on the king’s character. 

28. A general fasl-day. 

Mar, 2. A vote of censure passed the 
house of commons, on the conduct of the 
call of Chatham, he having niiule a private 
communication to the king, without the 
intervention of a responsible minister, im- 
pugning the conducf of the navy in the 
^Valcheren expedition. His lordship, in 
consequence. thought fit to resign his oifice 
of master-general of the ordnance. 

IG. lianover annexed to Westphalia. 

21. Lord Porchester moved, in the house 
of commons, a series of resoluiivnis, strongly 
condemning the management of the \\ al- 
cheren expedition. The debate continued 
by adjouriJineiit four days, and the home 
did not divide till the 30th, when there 
appeared fur the resolutions *227, against 
them 275. Two airendinents were then 
moved by general Crawfurd. The first, 
approving the conduct of ministers with 
regard to the policy of the expedition, was 
carried by ii72 to 232; the second, aji- 
proving tne non-evacuation of Walcheren 
was also carried by 255 against 232. 

Apr. 1. Buonaparte married to the avch- 
iluchess Maria Louisa; on the 27th the 
bride and bridegroom set out on a tour 
through the northern tlepartmcnt.s. 

6. Kiots in Loudon on account of the 
arrest and the sending of sir Francis Bur- 
dett to the tower. 

11. A proclamation, ofH'ringa reward of 
500/. for the apprehension of any jierson 
who had been coiicemed in firing at the 
military. 

17. A petition agreed to in the city of 
Westminster, occasioned by the imprison- 
ment of sir F. Burdetf, in which the electors 
reminded the house of commons of their 
rtfusal to inquire into the conduct of Mr. 


Percival and lord Casilereagh, when 
charged with the sale of seats in the house, 
and with the avowal in the house that such 
practices were as notorious as ** the sun at 
noon-day — practices, at the bare men- 
tion of which the speaker declared, that 
our ‘‘ ancestors would have startled with 
indignation.” A petition of similar tenor 
was agreed to by the Middlesex freeholders 
but the house refused to receive either. 

May 1. The American congress passed 
an act providing that if either Britain or 
France modified its edicts, so that they 
ceased to violate the neutral commerce of 
the United States, and if the other should 
not within three months after do the same, 
the non-intercourse act should cease witi 
regard to the first nation, but remain in 
force with regard to the second : in cuiiKe- 
quence, ihe French revoked their edicts, and 
the American ports were opened to them ir. 
November. 

9. News arrived that the Caraccas had 
declared themselves independent rf Old 
Spain ; it was the beginning of a series <.f 
revolutions that extended and long ennti 
nued through tlie whole nf Spanish Ainei lea. 

17. Dkath ok W. Windham, M.P. — This 
gentleman was in his GOth year, and of 
considerable eminence in public life, hut 
more remarkable for the novel and honest 
ardency of his opinions, than their political 
or philosophical accuracy. Ahandoiiijig 
some of his old confedtrates in politics, he 
joined, along with Mr. Burke and others of 
the practical school of politicians, Mr. Pitt, 
in opposing the speculative dgetnues of 
the French revolution. He sided with the 
Grenvilles in reprobating the ephemeral 
peace of Amiens ; and. on the return of that 
party to jiower, he again became secretary- 
.at-war. Mr. W' indhanrs eloqtience was in- 
teresting from its point, raciness, ami idU - 
matic lorce. 

21. Mr. Brand’s motion for an iinpiiry 
into tlie state of the parliamentary repre- 
sentation negatived by 234 to il5. 

29. The crown prince of Sweden died 
suddenly while reviewing some regiments 
of cuvulry. The populace, without rea.son, 
suspected he was poisoned, and in their 
fury imiidered count Fei*se«, the inarslia 
of the kingdom. 

31. Dukk of Ct;iiBEUi.ANu. — Au extra- 
oidimiry attempt was made upon the person 
of his royal highness, while asleep in bed 
He received several blows alwnit the head 
with a sabre, from au unknown hand, and 
jumping lip to give an alarm he was fol- 
lowed \iy the assassin, who cut him across 
the thighs. SeWis, an Italian valet ol the 
duke, and his supposed assailant, was foumi 
locked inhis own room, with his throat cut. 
and spots of blood leading to his apart- 
nient. Next day a coroners inquest was 
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lieM on the body oC SelUs, which, after sit- i 
tini^ four hours to hear evidence, deliberated ' 
about an hour, and then returned a verdict 
of feln-de^$e. 

June 15. Mr. Brougham, in a speech of 
great length and ability, called the atten- 
tion of the house to the attempts making . 
to evade the act for the abolition of the ' 
African slave-trade. 

21. Parliamentary session closed. 

At Auxotiiie, in France, twenty-one 
Knglish prisoners greatly exerted them- 
selves to extinguish a fire. Buonaparte, 
on bearing it, iirdered them to be paid six 
months ])iiy, and to be allowed to return 
home, under promise not to serve until they 
were exchanged. 

July 1. Louis Buonaparte, not liking his 
dependent sovereignty, abdicated the throne 
of Holland, and went to live as a private 
individual in Switzerland. 

At a magniHcent f^te, given by prince 
Schwartzeriberg at Paris, ihe ball-room 
took fire, and 60 or 70 persons perished, 
among them the princess of Schwartzen- 
berg. Jewellery to the amount of 20 mil- 
lions were lust in the flumes and in the 
tumult. 

9. William Cobbett sentenced to pay a 
fine of 1000/., be imprisoned two years in 
Newgate, and afterwards enter into recog- 
nizances to keep the peace, for a libel, re- 
probating tbe flogging of English soldiers, 
under a guard of the (Yerman legion. T. 
Hansard, Budd, and Bagshaw, were sen- 
tenced to short terms of imprisonment for 
printing or publishing the alleged libel. 

HuUand united to France. 

10. Ciudad Rodrigo surrendered to tbe 
French, with a garrison of 7000 men. 

I'he isles of Bout bon and France, in the 
Indian ocean, taken b^^ the English. 

Jtty. 21. Marshal Beniadotte, with the 
consent of Buonaparte, elected crown prince 
of Sweden. 

27. Almeida, garrisoned by 5000 Knglish 
and Portuguese, commanded by general 
Coxe, surrendered to marshal Massena. It 
was the strongest fo. tress in Portugal, and 
would have made a protracted defence had 
not a bomb fallen on an immense magazine 
«>f pow'der, by which explosion a large |»or 
tioii of the town and garrison were blown 
up. 

Sept, 1. ]l)eeiing at the exchange, Dub 
Un, to pass resolutions favourable to a re- 
peal of the legislative union. They were 
seconded by Mr. O'ConneiJ, and most of 
the s{)Gaker8 seemed to assent to hi.s opinion 
that Catholic emauci|)utiun was an object 
secondary to that of a separation of the 
two kingdoms. 

17. A bofly of Neapolitan troops de- 
barked iu Sicily, to recover possession of 
that island, but were repulsed by the Bri- 
fish, under sir John Stuart. 


24. Spanish cortes assembled in Cadiz, 
which was beleaguered by Soult, and almost 
the only place of consequence in possession 
of the patriots. 

27. Battle of Sierra Busaco ; the French, 
commanded by Massena, gallantly re- 
pulsed, with the loss of 2000 men, by the 
Anglo-Portuguese army, commanded by 
lord Wellington. 

28. Mr. Abraham Goldsmid found dead, 
with a pistol grasped in his hand, in his 
grounds at Morden-house. He had 8]te- 
culated largely with sir Francis Baring in 
the government loan of 14 millions, and 
omnium falling to u considerable discount, 
he was unable to bear the loss. 

Oct, 9. Lord Wellington retreated to the 
fortifietl line of Torres Vetlias, 30 miles 
from Lisbon. Massena coming up, recon- 
noitred the jHisitioii, and finding it unas- 
sailable, fixed his h. ad-quarters at Santa- 
rem ; the two aitntes remaining inactive til) 
the end of the year. 

31. The court of common council of 
London resolved to place in the council 
chamber a statue of George III., comme- 
morative of the blessings they had enjoyed 
under his long and prosperous reign. 

AW. 1. Mr. Ryder, the home-secretary, 
informed the loul mayor of the king’s in- 
disposition, and that as bis successor could 
not be submitted for the royal approba- 
tion, it was expected his lordship would 
continue to discharge the duties of his 
office. 

A man committed to Newgate, by the 
property-tax commissioners, for the non- 
payment of 3/. rated and assessed upon him. 

2. Died in her 28th year, after a pro- 
tracted illness, princess Amelia, youngest 
daughter of the king. 

20. John Gale Jones sentenced to 12 
months imprisonment in Cold Bath Fields, 
and to find heavy securities to keep the 
peace. 

Vec, 3. A fire at the Mexican coffee- 
house, Leicester square ; the proprietor 
and his w ife perished in the flames. 

General John Abercrombie, with a body 
of 9000 troops from the Cape of Goo«l 
Hope, obtained j*ossession of the French 
island of Mauritius. 

11. Nineteen journeymen printers of 
the Times office, convicted of a conspiracy 
against their employer, sentenced to vari 
ous terms of imprisonment in Newgate, 
from two years to nine moiubs. 

J8. Liicieii Buonaparte and family 
landed at Plymouth; his l)agg.ige and that 
of'his attendants weighed thirty-three tons, 

20. Kinu’s Inwisposition. — The king’s 
mental disorder coutuviing, Mr. Fercival 
submitted three resolutions to the house of 
commons for supplying the deficiency m 
the executive power. I hey were of the 
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same import as those introduced by Mr. 
Pitt on a like occurrence in 1788-9 ; affirm- 
ing, 1, the incapacity of the king| 2, the 
right of the two houses to supply the 
defect ; 3, the necessity of determining upon 
the means of giving the royal assent to a 
bill for this purpose. The opposition on 
this occasion waving any declaration of the 
riyAl of the prince of Wales to the regency, 
Mr.'Ponsonhy merely moved an amend- 
meat that the prince be addressed to take 
upon him the executive duties. It was 
rejected by 269 votes against 157. In the 
lords the same resolutions and a similar 
amendment were moved, which last was re- 
jected by 100 against 74. 

24. St. Paul's cathedral robbed of the 
whole of the church service of plate weigh- 
ing 1760 ounces. 

Annual Obituary. — At Paris, in great 
indigence, the celebrated Paul Bentield: 
he returned from India with u ibrtune of 
half a million. Chevalier D'Eon, who had 
assumed the dress of a female, though found 
at his death a male (ante p. 500). Mrs. 
Trimmer, 69, author of many popular works 
intended for the moral and religious in. 
struction of the juvenile classes. Tiberius 
Cavalloy 61, F.K.S., eminent cultivator of 
natural philosophy. Caleb Whitet’ord, 76, 
a gentlemen of wit described in Dr. Gold- 
smitVs ** Retaliation ” On board the Ville 
de Paris flag ship, admiral lord Colling- 
wood, 60 : worn out with the toils of a 
seafaring life, this excellent man and oflficer 
expired just as he was about returning 
home for the recovery of his health. At 
Leigh, in Kent, sir Francis Barin|;, 74, 
the successful merchant, and considered 
one of the “ strongest links of Mr. Pitt's 
monied aristocracy.*' In Charles-street, 
Berkeley-square, by sliooting himself, 
Francis Baring, esq., second son of John 
Baring, esq., of Mount Radford, near 
Exeter : pecuniary embarrassment the 
alleged cause of his suicide. 

A.D. 1811. COMMENCBMENT OP THE 
Regency. — Although the present year was 
not marked with the rise or downfall of 
states, it was signalised by many events of 
importance. Ihe long reign of George 
111. had virtually closed ; the regal func- 
tions were vested during the remainder 
of the sovereign’s life by legislative act in 
the heir apparent, at first with limited 
powers, ana afterwards in full sovereignty. 
No ehango either in the policy of goverii- 
meiit, or in its respousime ministers, fol- 
lowed this transfer of the executive power. 
Among the minor occurrences of the first 
yenr m the regency was the revival of 
catholic agitation in Ireland, and of their 
deinis for an equality of civil rights with 
their protestant fellow'subjects. An un- 
successful attempt was made in England 


to abridge the liberty of the dissenters 
under the specious pretext of excluding 
from the ministry the profligate and il- 
literate. But the chief topic of parlia- 
mentary discussion was the depreciation 
of the currency: on this question alone 
almost the entire month of May was con- 
sumed in long and anxious debates. The 
press groaned under the weight of 
amphlets and periodicals, that almost 
ourly issued on the affirmative and nega- 
tive side. Notwithstanding all the light 
shed on this intricate subject within and 
without the walls of parliament, the 
house of commons committed the mistake 
of denying the conclusion of the buUiunists 
of a depreciation in paper money, though 
attested by palpable facts and obvious prin- 
ciples. Abroad, the restless energies of the 
French emperor were occupied in perfect- 
ing his continental system — in vain eftorts 
to exclude British commerce — in the settle- 
ment of the Gallicau church, disturbed 
by the contumacy of his bishojsj and the 
pope — and, in a tour to Holland, Amster- 
dam was declared to be the third city of 
the empire — Rome being the second, and 
Paris the first. In the Peninsula the war ex- 
hibited an alternation of victory and defeat 
to the contending parties. The Guerillas 
were troublesome to the French, who, how- 
ever, succeeded in making theinselvis 
masters of nearly all the cities (Gadiz ex- 
cepted) and strong places in Spain. I'or- 
tugal was the chief scene of their disasters 
and humiliation. Conducted by lord Wel- 
lington, the British proved themselves not 
less able to win battles by land than sea. 
The appointment of this general in the 
course of the year to be cominani’.er-iii- 
chief of the Anglo-Portuguese armies, .mrl 
the introduction into the latter of bi-tter 
discipline and organization held out the 
promise of future victories. 

Jan, 1. Hamburgh annexed to France. 

8. The Thames nearly frozen, and the 
northern roads almost impassable by snow. 

5. Regency Act. — By this act, 
which ht'came law on the 5th, tne regency 
was vested in the prince of Wales, under 
certain restrictions: he was restrained from 
creating peers, and from granting offices 
in reversion, or places and pensions, fur a 
longer teim than during the royal plea- 
sure ; the mauiigemcnt of the king's house- 
hold was vested in the cpieen, and regula- 
tions made respecting the king's private 
property. The restrictions were to con 
tinue till after February I, 1812. Con- 
sidering himself merely locum teuentf m 
the interim the prince declined making 
any change in tne administration, or to 
accept atw grant for an establishment m 
virtue oC niH new functions, 

7.' Judgment passed oil Mr. Finnvrty for a 
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/ibel, charging lord Castlereagh with cru* ^ 
city in Ireland^ by which he was con- 
demned to an imprisonment of eighteen 
months in Lincoln gaol. 

It appears since the reduction in the dtity 
on whisky 60,000 gallons of that spirit are 
weekly retailed in 1200 licensed dram- 
shops in Dublin. 

18. Died at his apartments at Padding' 
ton, in a state of mental phrenzy, the duke 
of Albuquerque, ambassador from Spain. 
Chagrin at the misfortunes of his country, 
and some undeserved treatment he h^ 
received from the Spanish junta, are sup- 
posed to have produced this catastrophe. 

Mar* 1. Commercial distress continu- 
ing to increase, the chancellor of the exche- 
ijuer moved for the appointment of a par- 
liamentary committee to inquire into its 
causes. On the 7th the committee made 
a report, ascribing chief puit of the distress 
to excess of shipment of Hritish manufac- 
tures to south America, the returns lor 
which being principally in West India pro- 
duce, there was no means in the present 
state of trade of realising them. An advance 
to the mercantile interest of six millions of 
exchequer bills was recommended, to be 
repaid by quarterly instalments ; but the 
security required being onerous, only a 
jHirtioii of this advance was ever applied 
for. 

3. W EM.ESLBY Poi.r’s CiucuLAit. — The 
affairs of Ireland which, since the Union, 
had had less prominency in the imperial 
parliament, again claimed anxious atten- 
tion. The roman catholics, with the view 
>f prosecuting their claims, determined on 
forming in Dublin a standing delegation, 
consisting of ten persons elected from each 
county, charged with the business of act 
ing for the whole body, in seeking the ro- 
dress of giievaiices. This kind of organi- 
zation alarmed the Irish guvernmeiit, and 
the chief secretary issued a circular letter 
to the magistrates, enjoining them to pre- 
vent the contemplated meeting of the 
catholic committee. This circular became 
the subject of parliamentary discussion on 
the 3rd, of which the consequence was, 
the withdrawal of the circular and the 
issuing of a proclamation having the same 
object, the enforcement of the convention 
act. Under this act several gentlemeu 
were apprehended, tried, and acquitted. 
In Octol^r the catholic committee, to the 
number of 300, assembled, with the eerl ol 
Fingal in the chair, and voted a petition 
to parliament; but upon re-assembling, 
December 23n!, they were formally dis- 
persed by a magistrate. 

5. Batti.k ov Bar0S8\. — A British 
force detached from the garrison of Cadii, 
commanded by general Graham, defeated 
two divisions of marshal Victot^s »Wf«iy. 


1811.— [Kkqbnct.I 

The action was severe^ the loss of the 
enemy amounting to 3000 killed, wounded, 
and prisoners ; that of the English, 124.3. 
Both the English general and his troops 
were highly applauded fur the spirit and 
.bility displayed in this encounter. , 

Rbtukat ov the French. — Massena, 
finding it difficult to subsist his army in a 
devastated country, and despairing of 
driving ‘‘ the English into their native 
element,” began his retreat fromSantarem, 
abandoning part of his baggage and heavy 
artillery. He retired towards the Mondego, 
narching in one solid mass, with his rear 
covered by one or two divisions, which 
successively occupied the strong posts 
offered by the nature of the country. He 
thus preserved his army from any great 
disaster, though watchfully and vigorously 
pursued by lord Wellington. 

10. Ihulajoz surrendered to the French 
%vith a garrison of more than 7000 men. 
Lord Wellington, who was preparing to 
raise the siege, was much cliagrined: writ- 
ing to the regency of Portugal, he said, 

** The Spanish nation has lost in the course 
of two months the fortresses of Tortosa, 
Dlivensa, and Hadajoz, without any sutli- 
cieut cause ; at the same time marshal 
Soult with a corps of troops, which was 
never supposed to exceed 20,000 men, 
besides the capture ot the two last places, 
has made prisoners and destroyed above 
22,000 Spanish troops.” 

14. Died in his 76th year, the duke of 
Gk^fi'on. In the early part of the present 
reign his grace had possessed a large share 
»f notoriety through the attacks of Wilkes 
and the invectives of Junius. Subsequently 
he distinguished himself by his steady op- 
(Kisition to the American war, and the revo- 
liiti»)iiary war with France. At a late 
peiiod of life he determined, with a mind 
perfectly unshackled and influenced solely 
by regard to truth, to enter on a course of 
thvolugical studies, which terminated in his 
becoming a Unitarian. 

10. The bank gave notice that it 
would receive iu payment all dollars taken 
at the rate of 5s. Gr/. each, instead of 5»* 
This had become necessary to prevent 
their wiihdrawal from circulution, owing to 
the lise iu the price of silver. 

20. The empress of France delivered 
of a son, who was created king of Rome, 
The discharge of UM pieces of artillery 
attiioiuiced the occurrence to the Parisians, 
who rent the air with acclamations. The 
emperors of Russia and Austria, and most 
of the continental states sent ambassadors 
extraordinarv to congratulate Napoleon 
Ground was soon after purchased near the 
Pont de Jena, to erect a superb palace, ft 
be called the Palace o/ the Kmg ^ R<ane* 

25. Buonaparte issued a decree, eajoin- 
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the culture of the beet-root, and the 
plant woad« to supply the place of the sugar 
cane, and indigo : the success of the ex- 
pel iment was anticipated with so much 
confidence, that the prohibition of the 
.sugar and indigo of the Indies, or English 
commodities, was announced for January 
1st, 1813. 

26. At the election of chancellor for 
the university of Cambridge, the duke of 
Gloucester had 470 votes, the dukeof Kui- 
laud 366. 

27. The Danes repulsed hy the British 
in a bold but ill-conducted attempt to re- 
cover the isle of Anholt. 

Mr. Walter Cox stood in the pillory, 
Dublin, fur a libel in The Irish Magazine y 
recommending a separation between Eng- 
land and Ireland by a French force. He 
was cheered un coming down* by the po- 
pulace, and the police jielted. 

The stagnation of trade having thrown 
out of employment great nurniicrs in the 
munufacturiug towns of tlie west of Scot- 
land, a subscription was opened at Hamil- 
ton for the relief of tbe <lestitiite of that 
place. They however refused to accept it 
as alms, but said they wouUl be happy to 
etiru it by their labour. The subscribers 
accordingly agreed io expend the money 
in innkiiig a foot-path between Hamilton 
and Bothwell-< ridge. 

April *17. The statue erected to the 
memory of Lord Nelson in (ftiildhull 
opened to the public: the long insctipiiuii 
was penned hy K. B. Slieridau, esip 

Mag 6. Wellingtwii having blockaded 
Almeida, Masseua attempted to raise it, 
but was skilfully repulsed at Fuentes 
d’ Honor. The English became masters of 
Almeida on the lUth, the garrison evacu- 
ating the place in the night. 

8. It appears that the manufacture of 
woollen cloth in the west-riding of York- 
shire has decreased in the past year 38,675 
pieces. Of 1160 shearmen in the town 
and neighbourhood of Leeds, 400 are out 
of employment. 

Some of the horses entered to run at 
Newmarket races were wilfully poisoned. 

At Tortola, a planter named Hedge 
executed fur murder, by whipping one of 
his slaves to death. 

9. PhOTKSI'ANT DlSSr.NTlNO PUKACIIKUS. 
-~Lord Siilinuuth obtained have to bring 
in a bill to amend tiie Toleration. Act. His 
aim saemed tote by requiring higher testi- 
monials f> fitness, to diminish the number 
of licensed non-couforming prtacliers of 
the illiterate class, Avho, from their popu- 
larity, were furinidable rivals to the esta- 
blished clergy. Bui the dissenters took 
the alarm, and poured in such a hroailside 
of petitions, as overu helmed his lordship 
upon the first discharge. Lutd Holland 


stoutly opposed the bill from its first in- 
troduction. He said it proceeded on the 
error that the right to teach and preach 
was derived only from the permission of 
government ; whereas he held it to he the 
right of every man who thought himself 
able to instruct others, to do so, provided 
his doctrines did not disturb the public 
peace. 

13. Gold and Paper. — Nearly the 
whole of the month was occupied in con- 
tinuous discussion on the state of the 
currency. On the 6th Mr. Horner intro- 
duced the subject to the house of commons 
in an elaborate speech; contending that 
paper money was actually depreciated, and 
the only remedy for which was theresum])- 
tion of s])ecie payments by the bank. On 
the contrary Mr. Hose contended that paju r 
was not depreciated, and that if the re- 
strict ion on the bank was removed, not a 
single udditionul guinea would be in circu- 
lation. Mr. Horner having moved a set of 
resolutions founded on his ideas, they weie 
all rejected by a majority of three to one. 
On the 13tli Mr. Vansittart moved a rival 
and ponderous string of resolutions (Ann. 
Hrg. liii. 44), in which he endeavoured tc 
show that the foreign political and coni 
mercial relations of the country were siitfi- 
cient to account for the fall in tlie exchanges 
and the high price of bullion, and that it 
would be highly impolitic to fix any time 
for the resumption of cash payments by 
the bank. These passed hy ii largvi iri.i- 
jority ; thus denying, by parliunientaiy 
authority, tlie conclusion of the bullioiiists 
of the depieciatiou of paper ; and which was 
undoubtedly the ftct, as guineas were 
publicly selling for 27«., and landlords, in 
both Fhigland ami Ireland, were requiring 
their rents to be paid in gold, or in sm b an 
amount of paper as was equivalent to 
gold at its belling price. 

16. Batti.e op Ai.bukua. — SouU, aiV- 
vancing to tbe relief of Badajoz, made a 
vigorous attiOck on the Anglo-Portngnese 
army, commanded by marshal Berisfuid. 
After a severe, and at one time a doubtful 
contest, the French were repulsoil with great 
slaughter. The loss of the allies was 
upwards of 6000 ; that of the enemy 
much greater. Six ditfereiit nations were 
at once shedding their blood in this fierce 
encounter; British, Spanish, Porlugnese 
and French, Germans and Poles. 

An unfortunate encounter between t In- 
English sloop of war Little Belt, captain 
Bingham, and the United States liigate 
President, commodore Rogers: the tormer 
had 32 killed and wounded; the loss of the 
latter trifling. It originated cither in mis- 
take, or a naval point of honour not clearly 
explained^ 

20. Mr. Percival opened tlu* annua ^ 
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BUDOET. A piopostfcl duty on cotton wool 
was abandoned, owing to the opposition 
it met with from the manufacturers ; and 
no other novelty in tinance was proposed. 

25. J. Drakard, of the Stamftrd Newt^ 
for a libel on military flogging, sentenced 
to pay a fine of 200/., be imprisoned 18 
jnonths in Lincoln gaol, ai;d find security 
for good behaviour fur three years after- 
wards. 

June 6. Viscount Milton in the house 
of commons moved a resolution, consuring 
the restoration of the duke of York, by the 
])iince regent, to the office of Commander- 
in-chief. It was negatived by 296 against 47. 

17. A national ecclesiastical council was 
opened at Paris, under cardinal Fescli, Na- 
])oleoa*8 uncle. Its purpose was the supply 
of the numerous vacancies in the episcopal 
order, which the jtope’s determined refusal i 
to institute the bishops of the emperoFs 
nomination had occasioned. 

A female, who had lately been in the 
pour-house at Bala in Wales, by a decree ■ 
in chancery obtained the moiety of 150.000/., , 
(iM first cousin and next of kin to Mr. Junes I 
of London, brandy merchant. 

19, The regent gave a grand fete at 
Carlton-house to upwards of 2000 of the 
nobility and gentry, including the French 
princes and emigrant noblesse ; rivalling 
iri gaiety and splendour la vieille cour de 
yersailUs* The public were admitted for 
several days afterwards to see the costly 
arrangements ; the crowd was immense, 
and many accidents occurred ; several 
ladies had their dresses torn from their 
backs, and were to be seen in groups in 
('arlton-gardens with dishevelled hair, and 
divested of much of their drapery, waiting 
a fresh supply of clothes, 

’^8, The house of lords disallowed the 
claim of William Fitzharding Berkeley to 
the Berkeley peerage. By this decision 
the four eldest sons of the late earl were 
declarerl illegitimate, and the title dev<dve<l 
upon the fifth son, Tluunas Morton Fiti- 
harling, the first born in wedlock. 

Tarragona surrendered to the French. 

Ju/y 2. Karl Stanhopr’s Bii.i.. — A dis- 
cussion in the lords on earl Stanhupe^s 
bill, by which the passing of guineas for 
more, or bank notes for less than the cur- 
rent value was prohibited. It originated 
in lord King having demanded of his 
tenants payment in gold in lieu of bank 
notes. Ills hirdship said he had odopted 
this precaution, in defence of his property , 
from that progressive depreciation of the 
currency, produced by the constantly-in- 
creasing issues of an inconvertible paper 
moniy, by the bank of England. Lord 
Lansduwue proposed that the circulation 
nf the bank should not be increased be- 


yond a fixed amount. Bill passed a third 
reading by 47 votes against 16. 

4. JCtny v. De Yonge , — Lord Ellen 
borough announced the opinion of the 
twelve judges in this case to be, that the 
defendant had not infringed the statute of 
Edward VI. in buying guineas at a price 
in bank notes above their reputed value. 
Judgment arrested. 

24. Parliament prorogued. In the re- 
gent’s speech, delivered by commission, 
strung approbation is expressed of those 
measures which enabled the government 
to prosecute the war with increased activity 
and vigour. 

Much public indignation having been 
expressed at the frequency and severity of 
flogging ill the army, a clause was inserted 
in the Mutiny Act of this year, giving to 
courts-martial a discretion they did not 
before possess, of substituting irnjirison- 
ment in place of corporal punishment, when 
they should think fit. 

The excessive heat of this month occa- 
sioned the conflagration of several forests 
in the Tyrol, with the consequent destruc- 
tion of 64 villages, and the loss of 10,000 
heatl of cattle. 

Jug, 2. A brig arrived at Liverpool 
from Sierra Leone, owned and navigated 
entirely by negroes. 

8. Eight newspapers suppressed al 
Paris, 

26. Conquest of Java. — Batavia, the 
capital of the Dutch settlements in the 
KuNt Indies, with the whole island of Java 
in which it is situated, was added to i»ur 
Eastern possessions. The expedition was 
fitted out at Madras under the direction of 
luril Mittto, and the command entruNted 
to sir Samuel Auchinuty. It landed on 
the 4th, within twelve miles of Batavia, 
and on the 2(ith the works of Coraelis 
being gallantly carried, the Dutch com- 
mander, Jansens, agreed to the surrender of 
the whole island, together with the adjacent 
one of Madura, leaving not a vestige of 
oriental dominion to Holland. 

Sept. 1. A comet of great brilliancy 
began to be visible iti England, and con- 
tinued to the end of autumn. 

26. A well discovered in tne keep of 
Dover castle, which exhibited a fine speci- 
men of ancient masonry : it is five leet ui 
diameter, and upwards of 400 feet deep 
.Vccording to tradition, it is the identica 
well which Harold promised to deliver with 
the castle of lX»\er into tlie hands of 
William the Ckinqueror. 

28. \ pugilistic contest at Thisleton- 

gap, between Thomas Crib and Molint ux 
a black ; the former declared the victor. 
A French paper, copying an account ol i bis 
exhibition, said, ” Certainly the English 
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nobility stand alone in their taste for this 
singular and degrading spectacle.*^ 

Oct. 10. At the quarter-sessions for 
Leeds a poor weaver appeared before the 
magistrates charged with deserting his 
wife and family. Upon being questioned 
he tried to justify his conduct on scriptural 
grounds; quoting the text that **Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;** 
thence inferring* that a stranger equally 
with his own children had a claim to the 
fruits of his industry. The bench in vain 
tried tu persuade him that his own off- 
spring required his first consideration ; he 
obstinately adhered tu the verity of his 
own interpretation in preference to that 
of tlie rest of mankind and the dictates of 
nature. 

28. General Hill, by a forced march, 
surprised a French force at Arroyo del 
Molino, killing and capturing 2U00 nien^ 
with all their artillery and baggage. 

Nov. 11. The national society, for the 
education of the poor in the principles of 
the established church, instituted under 
the auspices of the regent. 

30. Riots in Nottinghamshikk. — In 
this and the following mouth the interior 
tranquillity of the country was disturbed 
by a series of tumults in the district of 
the hosiery manufactory. They were occa- 
sioned by the discharge of many workmen, 
owing tu the slackness of trade and the 
application of a wide Irame for the weav- 
ing of stockings. Against these machines 
the attacks of the workmen were directed, 
their practice being forcibly tu enter houses 
and break the liaincs. Tnc riotous spirit < 
extended into Derbyshire and Leicester- i 
shire, though the county of Nottingham 
was the centre of mischief. The rioters 
assumed the name of LuUtiitrs and acted 
under the authority of an imaginary Cap- 
tain Ludd, which name appears not to | 
have signified any individual, but a secret 
committee of management. In the ensu- 
mg year these outrages assumed such a 
dangerous character, that the legislature 
deemed it necessary to interfere with a 
new law for their suppression. 

Dec. 7. Hohuid Morurus. — About 
twelve o*clock on Saturday night Mr. Marr, 
who kept a lace and pelisse shop in Kut- 
clifiTe-highway, sent out his servant to buy 
some oysters for supper while he was put- 
ting up the shutters. On her return she 
rang th * beU» nobody came to the 
door ; she Went to a neighbour, and they 
got into the house by a back-way, when 
they found Mr. Marr lying dead, near the 
window, with his skull broken, and Mrs. 
Marr also dead at the top of the stairs, 
shockingly mangled : the shop bov was 
lying on the counter with hit brains aaliied 


out, and an infant, only four months old, 
in the cradle with its throat cut. The per- 
petrators of this bloody business had been 
alarmed, seemingly, by the ringing of the 
bell, and suddenly escaped without carry- 
ing away any of the property. Mr. and 
Mrs. Marr had only been married eighteen 
months, and were highly respected. 

13. A splendid specimen of Parisian typo- 
graphy has been dedicated to Buonaparte. 
It is an edition of Homer, in three volumes 
grertt folio, each consisting of 370 pages 
with the text only ; 140 copies only were 
struck cffl That presented to the emperor 
was on vellum. *• 

19. Three other murders equalling in 
savageness those of the Mans were perpe- 
trated this night, between the hours « I 
eleven and twelve o’clock, in New Gravel • 
lane. Rate lifFe-high way. Some wretches got 
into the residence of Mr. Williamson, w)io 
kept the King’s Arms public huiiMe, ;md 
murdered Mr. Williamson, his wife, and 
his maid servant, and probably they would 
have committed other murders, had they 
nut lieen disturbed at the alarm given by 
a lodger, who escaped from a window. A 
ruffian, of tho name of Williams, was ap- 
prehended on suspicion, which ho confirmed 
by hanging himself in prison ; and he was 
‘ uried m the public highway. 

Fwanck. — The French emperor was this 
year chiefly occupied in plans for the entire 
exclusion of British commerce from tlie 
continent, and raising a navy that might 
be able to contend with Knglaitd for the 
dominion of the sea. With this object uas 
his scheme of a marine conscription, wliicli 
consisted in converting the military to a 
aval conscription, in the thirty inariiinu* 
depaitmcnts of the empire. For the pur- 
pose of recruiting the navy, youths from the 
age of 13 to 16 were to be selected aiid 
truine<l to nautical manoeuvres, and plaied 
>t the disposal of the minister of marine. 

Annuai. Odituakv.— Sir Fr.uicis Bour- 
geois, R.A., 56, a painter in hi.^to^y ami 
landscape: he bequeathed the hulk of his 
property and a fine collection of pictures to 
Dulwich College. T. R. Nash, F.S.A. 86, 
antiquary ami editor of an edition of 
Huflibran^ 3 vols. 4to. Nevil Maskelync, 
D.D.F.R.S,,79, astronomer royal during 46 
) ears. Henry Hope, 75, lately a partner in 
tlic famous mercantile house at Amster- 
dam. Mr. Hope in 1794 settled in London, 
where he lived in a style of tasteful niug- 
nificence: by his will he left 1,100,000/. 
to his relations. Robert Raikes, 75» for- 
merly a printer and the philanthropic ui- 
stitutor of Sunday schools. Robert Mylne, 
79, architect of Biackfriani-hridge. Richard 
Cumberland, 80, an eminent writer in 
verso an^ prose. Henry Dundoi viscount 
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Melville^ 60, lately impeached by the house *emds> none of the established clergy of 
of commons for raal-practices committed Scotland will have a smaller stipend ihaii 
in violation of a bill of his own framing. | ~50/., and 80/. 6«. Sd. for communion 
Dr. Percy, bishop of Droinore, author of dements, besides a manse and glebe ia 
Reliques of Ancient English Poetry.'* he country parishes. 

Rev. James Graham, author of the 5. French repulsed at Tariffa. 

« Sabbath,** &c. Sir Peter Parker, 96, 7. Parliament opened by commission, 

admiral of the fleet. S. Valencia surrendered to the French, 

A.D. 1812. French WAR WITH Ru.ssia. nder Suchet, with 18,000 men, after a 

— ^This year was memorable for the com- eehle defence by (it^neral Blake, 
mencement of the decline of the autocrasy 16. Mr. Perceval moved resolutions 
of Napoleon Buonajiarte. By the Treaty 'or the settlement of the royal household 
of Tilsit, Russia had engaged to shut her under the regency, by which a consider- 
ports against England, if she refused her ible addition was made to the charge of 
offer of mediation; but though Alexiinder*s he civil list. An additional provision was 
roediatorrial interposition was evaded by on after made for the younger branches 
the English ministry, he never entered jf the royal family, 
heartily into the continental policy of 18. Benjamin Walsh, M.P., a stock* 

France. The English trade with Russia broker, found guilty of stealing from sir 

was too important to that empire to be T. Plumer 22 bank notes of lUOO/. each 
readily renounced. Many of the nobility The case being reserved for the opinion of 
derived a great share of their revenues :he judges, they determined that the steal- 
from the sale of products of which Britain ng was not felonious : he was of course 
was the principal market, and its connex- pardoned, but expelled the house of corn- 
ion with the mercantile interest of Eng- mons fur a gross breach of trust, 
land was extremely intimate. On this 19. Lord Wellington carried by storm 
account English goods had never been Ciudad Rodrigo, and for which achieveinent 
committed to the Haines in that country, he cortes conferred upon him the ducal 
and British colonial produce was admitted itle of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
into the Russian ports on neutral liottoms. Fukncii Kmpirk. — A ccording to the al 
Other sources of ilifference arose between maiiacof the French hoard of longitude, the 
the two empires, iitionaparte never for a ,»opulation of the French empire amounts 
inuinent rested from his system of terri- o 41,9.57,144. Of this number 28 millions 
torial aggrandisement.. On the mere pre- »peak the French language, 0,453.000 the 
text of convenience the duchy of Obten- Itali in, 4,063,000 the Dutch or Flemish, 
burgh was annexed to his northern fron- 907,000 the Breton, andl 0^,000 the Basque 
tier. Disagreements on these points pro- The population of the states connected with 
duced the gigantic contest of 1812, into the system of France, in which number 
which the two powers, without any formal re included the kingdom of Italy, Switzer- 
(kclaratiun of war, sullenly entered with laud, Spain, and the Confederation of the 
a fixed resolve, on one side to conquer, Rhine, is estimated at 3S,141,Ji41. 
and on the other never to siibmir. The In the course of the month France, with 
results were the burning of Moscow, and 20,000 troops, took forcible possession of 
the disastrous retreat of the French. In Swedish Foinerania. 
the peutusu.a also, they sustained great fV6. 1. llestnclions on the piince re- 
reverses, being defeated at Salamanca and gent ceased. 

compelled to retire fioni Madrid, which, At the Leeds sessions several methodi.st 
however, tliey soon re-entered. Buonaparte preacher.s were refused licenses to preach, 
having relaxed his Berlin and Milan de- as required by the Toleration Act, on the 
cices in favour of America, the example ground that they were not attached to a 
was followed, June 23rd, by the revocation sepaiate congregation, 
of the British orders in council. They 13. Tuk Ministry. — For s^mie time 
had pruduceil great distress among the the public mind had been entirely un- 
commercial cla:t8es ; but unfortuuHtely, fivt grosseil in speculating on the ministerial 
days before the revocation of the orders it; changes likely to ensue on the termination 
council, the Americans had, by «n act ol of the restrictions on the regency. In the 
Congress, declared war against England course of the month all uncertainty on this 
The chief domestic occurrences of the yeai subject was removed. On the i3ih inst. 
were, an unsuccessful attempt, after the the regent, in a letter to the duke of York, 
death of Mr. PeTcival, to form a more after expnssing his satisfaction with the 
liberal and efificient administration ; the conduct of, and ])aying high compliments 
assembling of a new pAfUament ; and dis to hU preseui a '.viscrs, declared ihat he 
Itirbances on account of machinery, atii* had no prrJi/rritonx to nor rc- 

the high price of provisions. temtmenU to ;** latimating, however, 

•/aw, 3. By a decision of the court ol a desire that h»s govenimeui might be 
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strengthened by the co-operating of those 
with whom his* early habits had been 
formed,” and authorising the duke to com- 
municate his sentiments to lords Grey and 
Grenville. As might have been, and pro- 
bably was anticipated, these noblemen at 
once declined forming any part of an ad- 
ministration notoriously established on 
anti-catholic principles. In their joint 
reply to the duke of York, they said, ‘‘ we 
must express without reserve the impos- 
sibility of uniting with the present govern- 
ment. Our differences of opinion are too 
many, and too important, to admit of such 
union. His royal highness will, we are 
confident, do us justice to remember, that 
we have already twice acted on this im- 
pression — in 1809, on the overture then 
made to us, under his majesty’s authority ; 
and last year, when his royal highness 
was pleased to require our advice respect- 
ing the formation of a new government.** 
Prior to this correspondence, marquis Wel- 
lesley had communicated his intention 
of relinquishing his official situation, 
avowedly, because he found Mr. Percival’s 
pre])onderance in the cabinet becoming too ^ 
decided. He now, therefore, resigned the i 
seals of foreign secretary, which were en- 
trusted, on the ‘J5th, to lord Castlereagh. 

March G. Daniel Katon tried ami con- 
victed of blasphemy, in pubiiOring some of 
the writings of Thomas Paine : it was his 
sixth prosecution, and upon being brought 
up for ju<lgmeiit,iii May, he wa* sentenced 
to 18 months’ imprisonment, and to stand 
in the pillory. 

14. Treaty of alliance concluded be- 
tween France and Austria, stipulating the 
mutual guarantee of tlieir territories, and of 
assistance in case of attack. A similar 
treaty with Prussia was ratified on the 5lh 
at Berlin. 

18. Public signature of the new con- 
stitution for Spain ; 184 members of the 
cortes signed two copies of this instru- 
ment, and upon t)ie 2Uth took the oath 
of fidelity, in which they were joined by 
the members of the regency. 

19. Death ov John HoiinkTooke, M..A. 
— ^This gentleman bad long been known in 
the political world, and distinguished him- 
self in a newspaper contest with the 
masked champion Junius. After laying 
aside his clerical function he attempted 
to prepare for4he bar, for which he was 
well qualii<ed, but was refused admission 
to the inns of court. He was a strenuous 
partisan of Wilkes, though they quarrelled 
when Wilkes sought to make his patriot- 
ism subservient to the payment of his 
debts, by raising a public subscription for 
the purpose. Mr. Tooke was an active 
promoter of the various societies instituted 
tor the attainment of parliamentary reform, 


and was one of the accused in the State 
Trials of 1794, when he conducted him- 
self with spirit and ability. He was twice 
a candidate for Westminster in opposition 
to the aristocratical interests of that city. 
For a short time he was in parliament, but 
entered too late in life to acquire distinc- 
tion, and his eligibility was objected to on 
the ground of being in holy orders. His 
“ Diversions of Purley” acquired him 
much celebrity as an acute and original 
philologist. The enjoyment of his hospi- 
talities at Wimbledon used to be impaired 
by his fondness for personal satire, in which 
he occasionally indulged at the expease of 
his guests, under cover of a most imper- 
turbable countenance. He was in his 76th 
year, and though few men had suffend 
more from bodily pain, and undergone 
more enmity and obloquy, he always spoke 
of life as a source of enjoyment, 

26. Carcaccas swallowed up by an earth- 
quake: at 4 p. m. the city stood in all its 
splendour, a few minutes later 4500 houses 
19 churches, besides public buildings, were 
crushed to atoms, burying in their ruins 
8000 inhabitants. 

Apr, 6. Badajoz carried by storm. In 
the siege of this place the allies, under lord 
Wellington, lost 4S50 men. The French 
garrison, with its cominaiuler Philippon, 
became prisoners of war. ' 

Attacks on MAcniNKRY. — The distiiib- 
ances among the manufacturing classes, 
which began last year in the hosiery dis- 
trict, had extended into the neighbouring 
counties. Their chief seat was the coltnii 
district of Lancashire and part of Cheshire, 
and the clothing district of the west riding 
of Yorkshire. They had now assumed an 
alarming aspect ; men went about armed 
and disguised in the night, destroying not 
only the machinery but the pr«»perty of 
individuals. A system of organization and 
military training was ado])tud. and secret 
oaths administered. Near Huddersfield, a 
principal manufacturer was shot in broad 
day, in the public highway, by four Lud- 
dites ; and a mill, defended by soldiers, 
was attempted to he stormed in the night 
by an armerl multitude : several of the 
assailants were killed and wounded in the 
attack. At Manchester, three persons weie 
shot, without any knowledge or even sus- 
picion who were the miirderen*. There 
were also riots in the west of Kngland, and 
in other parts, occasioned by the 
monly high price of provisions, The'ie 
outrages were fortunately confimul to tno 
country. The metropolis was free Irom 
popular tumults, though the frequency u 
murders, burglaries, and sttffet vobbenes 
induced tl^e legislature to institute i 
qtiiries into the state of the police. 

* 30. A drawing-room held by the quetiv 
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after an interval of two years : in the < 
evening a splendid entertainment was given 
by the regent at Carlton-house. 

May 9. Buonaparte left Paris to join the 
grand army in Poland. 

11. Assassination of Mr. Pkrcbval. — 
During the examination of evidence at the 
bar of the house of commons, relative to 
the orders in council, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer entering the lobby about five 
in the evening, a person named Bellingham 
fired a pistol at him, the ball of which 
pierced his heart. He staggered, fell, and 
in a short time expired. The assassin was 
found to be a Liverpool broker, who having 
sustained some commercial losses in Rus- 
sia, for which he thought the government 
was bound to procure redress, and his me- 
morials on the subject being disregarded, 
he had worked up his gloomy mind to the 
monstrous conviction that he was justified 
in taking away the life of the prime mi- 
nister. Bellingham was tried at the Old 
Bailey, and on the 1 8th executed : he met 
death with firmness; was attentive to reli- 
gious rites, but refused to express any con- 
trition for his crime. The untimely death 
of Mr. Perceval drew forth a strong ex- 
pression of sympathy, and an ample pro- 
vision was made by parliament for his 
widow and family. Ilis loss, however, was 
more a private than public calamity. He 
was a respectable lawyer, possessed of more 
subtlety than wisdom ; had been a vehe- 
ment supporter of the war ; was superficial 
in knowledge, and intolerant in his notions. 

15. The government of Buenos Ayres 
prohibited the importation of slaves; ex- 
pressing their existing inability to abolish 
slavery in the state without violating the 
rights of property, and letting loose on 
society a set of people debased by' their 
abject situation. 

19. General Hill assaulted and took 
Almarez. 

26. At Felling coal-mine, near Gates 
head, 93 persons killed by an explosion o: 
hydrogen gas. On tlui preceding day, h' 
a coal-mine at Orrel, near Liverpool, ten 
persons were killed by an explosion. 

Juiif 9. Liviiuroou Ministry. — 'Hie ne- 
gociations which had been going on since 
the death of Mr. Percival, for the re-con- 
struction of the ministry, vere at length ter- 
minated. The whigs. by their untractabl 
demeanour, seem to have lost a favourabl 
opportunity fi»r expelling th** remnants o 
the no-popery faction from power, ant 
establishing tliemselves in authority. Aftei 
the loss of his cidleague, lord Liverpoo 
sought to strengthen the ministry by 
union with the marquis Wellesley and M;. 
Canning, but these gentlemen were favour- 
able to the catholic claims, and the ovei 
tore was rnsuccessful. Pending the neg« 


18 12 .-- [Bkoencv. J 

jiation, the house of commons came to a 
‘esohition (Way 2l8t) to address the re- 
cent to form a strong and efficient adini 
listration ; thus implying that, in the 
jpinion of parliament, a ministry should 
be formed of a liberal character. The task 
)f reconciling the jarring elements was 
consigned to the marquis Wellesley', but 
lord Liverpool and the whigs at once ri> 
"used to succumb to the premiership of this 
lobleman, who resigned his undertaking in 
lespair, lamenting that “ the most dread- 
iil personal animosities,” and ‘‘ questions 
he most complicated,” interposed ditfi- 
mities that could not be surmounted. Lord 
Moira was next entrusted with the irksome 
Juty, and coinciding with lorils Grey and 
Grenville in political sentiment, it was 
Lhought every obstacle to a final adjust- 
ment was removed. These noblemen, how- 
iver, evinced considerable f»istidiousiiess, if 
lot haughtiness, on the occasion. N*'t 
latisfied with the concession to them by 
he regent of all the leading questions of 
policy, they claimed to interfere with the 
oyal household, and to demand dismissals 
:here which had never before, under similar 
drcumstances, been required. Upon this 
loint Mr. Canning made a curious dis- 
closure in the house of commons. Lord 
Moira having put directly to the prince 
the question, Is your royal highness pre- 
pared, if I should so advise it, m part with 
all the officers of your household?” tlie 
answer was, / am.” ** Then,” said his^ 
lordship, “ you shall not part with one of 
them.” {Atw, lUy, liv. 90.) This sally 
determined the prince to retain his old 
ministers, and in consequence ihe country, 
for the ensuing 18 years, continued to l»e 
governed by a tory, in lieu of a whig ad- 
ministration, Thu amusing part of the 
narrative is, that lord Yarmouth, and his 
ftttber, the marquis of Hertford— the lord- 
chamberlain and vice-chainberlam, whom 
the whigs wished to remove — had iuteudt*«l 
to resign immediately they bad accepted 
the seals of office. The earl of LiverpuoPs 
ministry was constituted as follows: — 

Earl of Harrowby, Lord Premlent of the 
Council, 

Lord EUlo:^, Lord Chancellor, 

Earl of Westmoreland, Pnvy Seed. 

Earl of Liverpool, First Lord of the Trea^ 
sury, 

Nicholas Vansittart, Chofcellor of th*f 
Exchequer. 

Viscount Melville, First Lord of *he 
Admiralty, 

Viscount Sidmouth, Hotne Secretary. 
Viscount Castlereagh, Foreign Secretary. 
Karl Bathurst. Colonial ^creiary. 

Karl of Buckinghamshiie, Prendenf of 
the Hoard of Oodnd. 

Marquis of Camden, no office. 
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These formed the cabinet. Not of tne 
cabinet were — 

Viscount Palmerston^ Secretary at War, 

Earl Clancarty, Board of Trade, 

F, Robinson^ Treasurer of the Navy, 

Lord C. Somerset and Charles L. Long, 
Joint Paymasters’ General of the Forces, 

Earl of Chichester and Kail of Sand- 
wich, Joint Postmasters- Genera/, 

Richard Wharton and Sir Charles Ar- 
buthnot, Secretaries to the Treasury. 

Sir VV^ . Grant, Master of the Rolls, 

Sir Thomas Pliimer, Attorney-General. 

Sir William Garrow, Solicitor- General, 

Both the parliament and the public 
acquiesced in the new arrangement, satis- 
fied apparently that the reg»*nt had not 
been to blame, and the earl of Moira, whose 
chivalry bad mainly brought it about, was 
appointed governor-general of India. 

1 5. Two rioters, found guilty by a special 
commission, executed at Chester, and eight 
at Manchester. 

16. The total number of incumbents in 
England and Wales found to bufiO,‘J61 ; 
of whom 4421 are resident, and 5840 non- 
resident. 

17. At the sale of the library of the 
duke of Roxburgh, the Decameron of Boc- 
cacio, a single volume in small folio, 
printed in 1471, was knocked down to the 
marquis of Bland l ord fur 2260/, 

is. The congress of the united states of 
Arnerica declared war against England. 
Tliis determination was carried in the 
representative chamber by 70 against 49 ; 
the votes for war being chiefly from the 
southern states to Pennsylvania, inclusive ; 
those for peace from the eastern and north- 
ern, beginning with New York. 

A new Constitution established in 
Sicily, upon the model of that of England, 
under the auspices of lord William Ben- 
tinck, the captain-general of the island. 
The king vuluntaniy resigned his autho- 
rity to his son, as regent. The queen, 
who headed a party in opposition to this 
change, and who had wickedly proposed 
to Buonaparte to make a second Sicilian 
ve8|iers of the English, was sent into re- 
tirement. 

22* Mr. Canning moved, and lord Castle- 
reagh seconded, a resolution, that the house 
of commons would next session take into 
consideratioii ^e state of the laws renpect- 
ing the ^.athoiles; which was carried by a 
D^jority of 225 to 106 members. On a 
similar resolution profiosed in tbe upper 
house, the previous question was put by 
lord ^don, and carried by only 126 to 125 
peers. 

23. The orders in council of January 7, 
1807, and of Apii 26, 1809, revoked in 
respect of America, in consequence of the 


revocation of the Berlin and Milan decrees. 
It caused general rejoicing in the manu- 
facturing districts, and an immediate im- 
pulse was thereby given to trade. 

Expedition xmit) Russia. — Napoleon 
had now fairly entered on his great enter- 
prise. After passing through Dresden, and 
visiting in rapid succession Dantzie and 
Konigsberg, he reached on the 23rd the 
N iemen, the frontier river of Russia. Upon 
this line upwards of half a million of sol- 
diers were assembled, some thousands of 
provision- waggons, innumerable herds of 
oxen, and 1372 pieces of artillery. A pro- 
clamation to the army anuoun^i^d tbe 
opening of the canqtuign. Buonaparte 
told them, in his usual confident and la- 
conic style, that the “second Polish war 
would be glorious to the French arms like 
the first. Russia is driven onwards by 
fatality ; let her destinies bo fulfilled, and 
an end put to the fatal influence which lor 
the last fifty years she has had on tbe 
affairs of Europe. Let us cross the N ie- 
men, and carry the war into her territo- 
ries.” On the other side vast prepara- 
tions had been made. Alexander, and 
under him Barclay de Tolly, his minister 
of war, a wary and calculating German, 
directed the Russian forces, amounting to 
aliout 300,000. Upon the bank of the 
Niemen Napoleon’s horse stuibhled, and 
threw him on the sand, That,” said 
some one. ” is a bad omen : a Roman 
would go back.” Buonaparte expected 
and sought a battle; the Russians retreat. 
Their plan^ was to draw the invaders from 
their resources, to make a stand only in 
fai’oiirable positions, to w» ary them with 
endless marches over pa idled and sandy 
plains, trusting to the iiUTeasing difficulties 
of advance and the inclemencies of the 
season to stop their career. 

30. Mrs. Siddons took her leave of th.e 
stage in an address written by Mr. Horace 
Twiss, after ]>erforming her favourite cha- 
racter of lady Macbeth, at Coveut-gardeii. 

Kxtuaohoinahy Cai.cui.atoii.— The cu- 
riosity of the public was much excited 
during the last three months by the extia- 
onlinary powers of calculation in an Ame- 
rican child, under eight ^ears of u;;e, 
named Zerah Colburn. {Ann, Rey, liv. 
507.) He was altogether unversed in the 
common rules of arithmetic, and could not 
perform upon paper a simple sum in mul 
tiplicatiun or division, but by an internal 
operation of his own mind readily solved 
very difficult questions in ciphering. 
not only determined the exact number of 
minutes or seconrls in any given period of 
time, but discovered with remarkable de- 
spatch tha square or cube root of very nigh 
numbers. Being asked to raise the iiiimt>er 
8 up to the sixteenth power, he named the 
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^ast result) 28 1) 474« 976, 7 10, 656> and was 1 9. Conflict between the English frigate 
right in every figure. He was asked the Guerriere, captain Dacres, and the Ame- 
square root of 106,929, and before the rican frigate Constitution, captain Hull, in 
number could be written down, he answered which the former, after a gallant struggle, 
327. In numbers consisting of two figures, owing to the superior weight of metal of 
he would raise some of them to one-sixth, the American, was forced to strike, 
seventh, and eighth |)Ower, but not always 25. The French retired from before 
with equal faculty. He had a method of Cadiz, after bombarding it at intervals for 
finding out a mime number, or a number two years and six months : the raising ot 
incapable of aivision by any other, in a the siege was one of the results of the 
way peculiar to himself, and unknown to battle of Salamanca, 
mathematicians. 27. A combined force, under general La 

yu/y 1. The prisoners of war in England Cruz and colonel Skerrett, expelled the 
amounted to 54,517 ; of whom 52,649 were French from Seville. 

French, the remainder Danish. Sept. 7. Battle of Borodino. — This 

18. Peace concluded with Russia ; and was one of the most sanguinary of Napo- 
by another treaty with Spain, the emperor leon's battle:). The hostile armies were 
acknowledged the authority of the Spanish estimated at 125,000 men each. That of 
cortes. the Russians was strongly posted on all 

22. The count and countess d’Entraignes the heights, in a semicircle of two leagues* 
were savagely murdered at their house at extent, from the Mosqiia to the old Moscow 
Barnes, by uu Italian servant, who imme- road, and defended by entrenchments, 
diately after committing the atrocious deed The attack commenced about sunrise, and 
blew out his own brains with a pistol. He continued till near nightfall. Few prison- 
had only lived three months in the family, ! its were taken, but the field exhibited the 
and was under orders to leave. The count . horrid spectacle of 40,000 men killed or 
was a French emigrant, and distantly re mortally wounded, among them forty-three 
lated^jto the Bourbon family. . French generals ; and on each side 55.000 

22. Victory OF Salamanca. — This was cannon balls were fired. The victory, if 
one of lord Wellington's most brilliant such it was, was dearly bought, and won 
military triumphs. In their etforts to out- ; by the French marshals. After the battle 
flank the allies, the French weakened their I had raged with dreadful slaughter for 
left and centre. The vigilant eye of the ; some hours, there was a general cry for 
English general marked the error, and an | the guards to advance and finish the con- 
attack was immediately (*rdered in force. jflict, Buonaparte hesitated; he ordered 
Alter an obstinate resistance the enemy I the guards to advance, then commainled 
were everywhere driven from the fielu. 1 them to halt ; he said, “he could not see 
Two eagles and 11 pieces of cannon were : clearly the state of his chess-board ; that 
I'le trophies of victory. On both sides the! the hour of his battle had not yet come; 
loss in Killed and wounded was consider- i that it would begin in two hours.’* But it 
al'ie ; that of the Anglo- Portuguese w.is j never began : he kept aloof from the bloody 
52U() ; that of the Trench much greater, strife, walking backwards and forwards, in 
exclusive of 70t»0 prisoners. Marshal i evident mental and bodily anguish, for he 
Murmoiit was minded, and four French was labouring under an attack of dysury. 
generals killed. In the course of the year This is count Segur's representation, who 
lord Wellington was appointed commander- was in t ho grand array. Murat declared, 
in -chief of the Spanish armies, in place of " That in this great day he had not recog- 
liallasteros. nised the genius of Napoleon.” Ney was 

Aug, 12. The English enturetl Madrid furious, and asked, “ What business the 
where they were joyfully received by the emperor had in the rear r*” Eugene said, 
inhabitants. “ be had no conception of what could be 

16. The Americans, under general Hull, the reason of the indecision of his iatber- 
hiiving invaded Upper Canada, were sur- in-law.” la the evening of the 6th an 
prised at fort Detroit, a id forced to sur- express reached Napoleon, informing him 
render prisonen of war, to the amount of of the defeat of Marmont at Salamanca. 
2500, to the British, under general Brock. 15. Burninq of Moscow.. — After the 

17. The illiiminationt iu London, ou terrible battle of the 7th, the French were 

account of the battle of Salamanca, began impatientto reach the capital of Old Kuwia. 
and continued three nights. where they expected to rest from their 

Battle of Smolensko, between the French toils in peace and good winter quarters, 
and Russians, after which the latter con- About mid-day on the 14th the turrets o 
tinned their retreat, fii St setting fire to the Moscow, glittering in the sun, were ue- 
towii. Marshal Kutiisotf, who had returned scried. Immediately aftei 
covered with laurels from the Turkish war, that “Moscow was deserted.^’ T * 
assumed the command of the Rusaians, emiieror was incredulous. Murat ana q s 
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cavalry were the drstto enter within tae 
walls. They found every thing uniniiired 
but inanimate. « The only s^gns of life 
were a few straggling men and women, 
mostly drunk, and of disgusting aspect. 
In fact, the city had been entirely aban* 
^oned by order of the governor, cotmt 
Rostopschii). All that had been left were 
the criminals and lunatics, who had been 
set free, and liiands of incendiaries. A 
globe of -fire, Raised over ^the palace of 
prince Trubetskoi, was tlie^signal to coin> 
raence the conflagration. Immediately a 
dense smoke began to issue from a thou- 
.sand places ; houses that had been thought 
uninhabited, the exchange, bazaar, and 
other public edifices, burst into flames. 
Everywhere was heard the explosion of 
shells and combustibles. Hussiuii police- 
officers were seen stirring up the fires with 
laBces dipped in pitch, and frantic men 
and women roaming amid the flames with 
flambeaux in their hands, spreading the 
work of destruction. Buona])aite, accom- 
panied by the king of Naples, prince 
Eugene and Davoust, narrowly made their 
escape through burning streets, and from 
the elevated heights above the Kremlin, 
beheld in astouislunent the whole extent 
of the capital around then? a waiving sea 
of fire. Napoleon at first had thoughts of 
stopping the progress of the flames, and 
ordered several of the incendiaries to be 
shot ; but the plan was too weU laid to be 
frustrated. Five-sixths of tbci houses of 
Moscow were of wood, aud only one-tenth 
of the entire city was unconsumed. The 
terrible catastrophe saved the empire of 
Alexander, and destroyed that of its daring 
invader. 

29. PARMauKNT DISSOLVED. — A procla- 
mation to this effect was unexpected, as 
parliament had nineteen months to run 
before its legal expiration, and no urgent 
reason seemtd to call for its dissolution. 
The recent pledge given by the house of 
commons, to take into consideration next 
year the catholic claims was the chief 
motive a8«igne4; but the more probable is, 
|h«i the prince regent consideiod his 
assumption of the full exercise of tho 
regal functions as equivalent to the com- 
mencemeut of a new reign. Whatever 
was the object the opposition gained no 
accession ol strength by the appeal to the 
nation. In the metropolis, and the tow us 
of and Liverpool, tho candidates in , 

that interiTst were defeated. The case in 
the latter showed the predominance of 
political feeling over commercial consi- 
derations ; the electors rejecting the can- 
didate who had been maimy instrumental 
in procuring the repeal of the orders in 
council, in mvour of him who had taken 
an active share in their promulgation* 


OcU 10. New theatre Drury -lane opened, 
an address written by lord Byron> 
and delivered by Mr. Elliston. 

13. War declared against the United 
States of America. 

1 9. Buonaparte began his retreat fmm 
Moscow. 

25. The English frigate Macedonia, 
captain Carden, captured by the American 
frigate United States, after a desperate 
fight of two hours, in which the former 
had 104 men killed and wounded. Our 
naval disasters with the Americans were 
ascribed to the superior size, weight of 
metal, and number of men in theirj*rigates, 
which made them equal in force to British 
ships of the line. 

27. A man lighting the lamps on Black- 
friar’s* bridge was, by a sudden gust of 
wind, blown into the river and drowned. 

Nov» 24. New 'parliament met, when tlie 
house of commons unanimously re-chose 
Mr. Abbot for speaker. 

The Austrian prince of Latour Taxis, 
in celebrating the maniageof his daughter 
at Vienna, expended 46.000/. The festi- 
vities were kept up fur three weeks. On 
certain days the guests took the dii||rsii)]i 
of hunting, for which pur^iose fifty of the 
largest wolves that could be procured were 
purchased, at an expense of 80/. each. 

30. Parliament opened by the prince 
regent, who delivered Ids first s{>eech from 
the throne. Amendments to the address 
were moved in both houses; in the lords 
by marquis Wellesley, and in the commons 
by Mr. Oanning, but there was no division. 
A grant of 1 00.000/., to l>e laid out in land, 
to the duke of Wellington, the renewal of 
the gold-coin bill, and of 200,000/. lor the 
relief of the sufierers^t Moscow, were tlie 
chief parliamentary buaiuess previous to 
the Christmas recess. 

Dec, 9. John and Leigh Hunt tried hy 
a special jury for a liUd on the ]>rincd 
regent, in the Ejcnmmer: they were de- 
fended by Mr. Kruugham ; but the jury, 
being strongly charged by chief-justice 
Etleuborough, they were found guilty. 
Upon the defendants being brought up in 
the following terra to receive judgment, 
they were sentenced to two years’ iinpri- 
ionment, one in Coldbath- fields, the other 
jn Surrey county gaol, to pay a fine of 
500/. each, and find security for their good 
behaviour for five years. 

Rktukat from Moscow.— *The French 
remained nearly five weeks at Moscow, 
not leaving it till the 19th of October. This 
piocrastination waa the ruin of the army. 
The Riissiaua were astonished at the 
apathy with which they waited the ap- 
proach of their mighty winter, that they 
expected every moment to set in. an 
urged them to fly. “In n fortnight, 
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(Jitjy told them, ‘‘ Your nails will drop off, 
iiud your arms will fall from your stifl'and 
half-dead bodies.” The novelty pf mis« 
fortune confounded the French emperor, 
and ho was loth to bend to its stroke. 
He dried in vain to draw the enemy into a 
negociation: his letters and messengers 
were received, but no answer returned by 
the indexible Alexander. Around him 
the enemy was daily increasing in strength, 
especially in cavalry, and it was not till 
IVIurat had been defeateiL and the first 
snow had fallen, that Napoleon determined 
on his retreat. The grand army was still 
furniidable. Napoleon had entered Mos- 
cow with 1)0,000 effective men, and 20,000 
sick and wounded : he quitted it with 
100,000 effective men, 50,000 horses, 550 
field-pieces, and 2000 artillery-waggons, 
exclusive of a motley host of followers, 
amounting to 40,000. the plunder of 
Moscow that could be saved from the fire 
was carried off, together with the gigantic 
cross of Ivan the Great, for which the 
Kussians hud a superstitious veneration, 
confiecting with it the safety of tlie einpiie. 
Their route lay through 300 miles of 
country already devastated. The French, 
not Hiling the Scythian mode of warfare, 
wrote to their opponents to carry it on less 
barbarously ; but Kutusotf replied, that 
he could not restrain the ]iatriotism of 
tlie Kussians.” From tliat time both 
fciiles burnt the towns they left, to deprive 
tlie other of shelter. Disasters soon befei 
the French. By suddenly taking the new 
road to Kalouga, Buun.iparte liuped to 
eluile his pursuers ; but there, to his dis- 
may, on the 23rd of October, he found 
IJU,0()0 men ranged lu an unassailable 
p >sitioii. A council of war was held in a 
weaver's hut, the cesult of wliich was, 
that it was necessary to retrace their steps 
towards Moscow, and advance by the way 
of Mojaisk towards Smolensko. This 
route brought them over the plain of 
Borodino, where they- fouml the unburied 
remains of the 4U,0(I0 victims of that ter- 
rihie day. It had all tlie appearance, 
Mys Segur, of an extinguished volcano. 
Atrampleil w’aste, covered with the stumps 
of trees, heaps of half devouretl bodies, 
li"igments of broken armour, drums, and 
Ihigs, torn, and dyed in blood. A murmur 
of horror ran through the rank.s. and the 
hideous scene was hurried over. After 
passing the Kalouga, the winter began to 
do its work: alternate frost, sleet, ami 
snow, made the weather insupportable. 
1 he night bivouacking became dreadful ; 
evciy resting' place waa a vast cemetery of 
wicn and hoises. Whole trains of the 
latter wei*e wont to drop at once in har- 
j*oss : ill night 30, OOt) horses perished. 

Dvcrcoine by cold, hunger, and fatigue, 


the soldiers died by hundreds, or help- 
lessly gave themselves up by thousands to 
the sword or mercy of the Russians. Tra- 
velling mostly in a carriage, close wrapped 
tip, Napoleon escaped many of the hard- 
ships of his followers : he hurried forward 
to Smolettsko, in the midst of his guards, 
where he arrived on the 9th of November, 
having three days before heard of the wild 
conspiracy of Mallet, and two other ex- 
republican generals at Paris, to overturn 
his government. Immense *dif!icultie8 still 
remained to be surmounted, the Russians 
concentrating at all points to cut off the 
retreat On the 2Jst he learnt that they 
had taken Minsk and Borisof. He had 
now, in the face of the enemy, to pass the 
Berezina, a river of great width, with 
marshy banks. Astounded by the perils 
around him, the emperor struck the ground 
with his staff, exclaiming, “ It is written 
in heaven, that henceforth every step shall 
he a fault.” He acknowleilged tu Daru 
their situation was calamitous, and com- 
manded him to destroy all* the reports of 
his ministers, lest they shoujd fall into the 
hands of the Russians. But by a rare 
piece of dexterity he succeeded in deceiving 
fchitchakof, and passed the Berezina at 
au iine^ected ford, discovered to him by 
a PoUsR officer, not. however, without 
losing nearly the whole of his remaining 
baggage and artillery. After taking leave 
of his marshals at Smorgony. December 
5th, Napoleon privately withdrew from 
the army, and narrowly esca^^ed on the 
same night falling into the hands of a 
Russian detachment. He reaclv'd Warsaw 
on the lOih, and Paris on the 19th, two 
d.iys after the publication of his twenty- 
ninth bulletin. Murat was left in chief 
command, and continued the retreat to 
Wilua. from which they were soon forced 
to retire by the advancing Russians. Fa- 
tigue, cold, and hunger continued to the 
last to make dreadful havoc, and immense 
numbers perished in the hospitals for 
want of needful assistance. The Russians 
never relaxed in the pursuit till they 
reached tlie Vistula, aiid; hardly a day 
elapsed in which they did not make pdzu 
of some of the fugitives. Up to the ‘itith 
instant, they estimated their captures at 
41 generals, 1298 officecs, 1 67,.') 10 privates, 
and 1134 pieces of cannon. On both 
sides, iifbluding the inhabitants that pe- 
rished from the burning of the towns, and 
from the compulsory evacuation ot Moscow 
by its vast population, probably the lives 
of half a million of ailults were sacrificed 
in this destructive campaign. Tlie grand 
armv was annihilated. Napoleon, says 
I ooimt Segur, Entered Orcha wiih 6000 
J guanls, the remains of 35,000 ; 

' with 1800 sohhers, the remains of 41,000 i 

2 *i» 
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Davoust> with 4000; the remains of 70,000. 
The rest strewed their leader’s bloody track 
from the.Niemeu to Moscow, — 

There shall they rot — Ambition’s honour’d 
fools ! 

Yes, honour decks the turf that .wraps 
their clay I 

Vain sophistry ! in these behold the tools, 

The broken tools, that tyrants cast away 

By myriads, when they dare to pave 
their way 

With human hearts — to what P — a dream 
alone ! 

20. Napoleon, seated on the throne, 
gave audience to the senate and council of 
state, from whom he received the usual 
adulatory addresses. He reminded them 
that the rallying cry of their fathers was, 
TAe king it dead — /ong live the king. He 
cautioned them against legislating on the 
basis of metaphysical ideas, which had 
done so much mischief in Fronce, in place 
of accommodating laws to the knowledge 
of the human heat laud the lessoiiS of his- 
tory. (Ann. Reg. liv. 184.) 

The mendicity society was this year in- 
stituted. 

Patents and Discovehik.s. — M r. Miers 
of the Strand, for a method of get^^tating 
he&t without hid. 

Mr. Blenkinsop of Leeds, Yorkshire, for 
a locomotive engine, for conveying coals 
and otiter inineruls. 

Mr. Cooke for a machine to teach blind 
people music. 

(Jhaiii cables were introduced into the 
navy. 

Mr. Brande found the quantities of alco- 
hi>l in difierent kinds of wine as follow : — 
Chainjiagtie 20. port 1:0 to 24, ^ladeira 10, 
claret l.O, cyder ainl perry 12, ale 9, brown 
stout S, porter 6. 

Annual Obituary. — Kdward Hasted, 
F.H.S., 80, historian of the county of 
Kent. Francis Jukes, G6, tht^ first who 
brought to perfection the art of eiigiaving 
in aquatints. Mrs. Burke, 76, wife of 
the celebrated Edmund Burke. Andrew 
Burnaby, D.D., 80 ; he was 4 J years vicar 
of Greenwich, and author of a Ijook of 
travels. John Clarke, F.R.S., author of a < 
work on naval tactics, which was said to I 
contain the first idea of breaking the line. 
Edmund Malone, an associate of Jo!inNo;i 
and Burke, and one of the editors of Sbak> 
speari . Rtekard Kirwan, president of the 
royal Irish academy, and author of many 
valuable works on chemistry and minera- 
logy. George Frederick Cooke, .^7, a dra- 
matic actor, celebrated for an original and 
forcible but coarse style of luting. 

A.D. 1813. Liberation W Germany. — 
The contrast lietween the advance of the 
French into Rus«da, and of the Russians 


into Germany was great. The former was 
Weakened by every forward movement, the 
latter ^l^ceived an accession of strength. 
^It was force, not the ties of interest or in. 
clination, that held together the several 
parts of the French emnire, and immedi- 
ately the compression was removed they 
sought to regaipi, their former positions. 
Prussia was the first to /join the empeiur 
of Russia. Th^ crov^n prince of Swe den 
next abandoned his system of neutrality, 
and being placed at the head of the armies 
of the North issued a proclamation, culling 
on his troops to restore liberty to Kuru|ie. 
Against these three powers the French em- 
peror o|>i‘ued the campaign. He at first 
successlul, but the issue being stdl doubthil 
he acceded to an armistice. At the ex- 
piration of the armistice Austria joined the 
allies, who. having settled their plan at 
Prague, advanced in full force and attackul 
Napoleon in Dresden. Tliey were defeatMl 
with great loss, and compelled to retreat into 
Bohemia. But from this time the tide of loi- 
tuiie changeil. General Vandamme was sur- 
prised and lost his whole corps; Macdoiiaul 
shared the same fate, and marshal Hliuber 
and the cn>v\ii-prince beat the Fiench op- 
posed to them. At Leipsic Buonaparte coii- 
ceutraled liis entire strength, and was emn- 
pletely routed. At this juncture Ihivaiia 
joinetf the alhea, and Wirtemberg, anotluT 
member of the hheiii>h conlederatiun. lid- 
lowed the example. Buonaparte was ."ur- 
rountJed with enemies, ainl with gie.it diHi- 
culty he forced his way to Mt iitz with tiu; 
wreck of his army. Arriving at Fans in 
Novembei, he soon received tidings of a 
counter-revolution in Holland, that Hanover 
was lo^t. Trieste possessed by the Au.stii.ins, 
and that the English, under Wellington, 
h.id invaded the south of France. The 
gigantic French empire was dissolved, atid 
K irupe emancipated. 

Jnn. 10. Fourteen Luddites executed at 
York. 

I i. Bv a tena/us vontultum 3.')0,000 mm 
were placed at the dipiisal of Buonaparte, 
to supply the losses of the Hussiaii cam- 
paign. 

2'). A concordat signed between the 
Flench emperor and the pope at Fontaiii- 
bleau. Ditierences had for some time suh- 
sisted between tiiem, which Huonuparie, 
in the existing posture of atf'uirs, wished to 
conciliate, and he pui<l a private visit to his 
Holiness lor the purpose *, but the Pope 
subsequently complained of having been 
overreached. 

Frh. 1. Louis XVIII. issued an address 
to the French nation, calling upon them 
to throw off the yoke of the usurper. 

18. Makitimk UiunTH. — Iniinediatel) 
after the CJiristroas recess, the 
gardirigthe American war were laid beloro 
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the house uf commons. Among them was 
a declaratiOii of the prince regei4»: which 
was important as comprising the principal^ 
maritime claims, which Hritain was de" 
termiued to maintain. The points which 
it was declared wDuld never be conceded 
were — That any blockade is illegal, which 
has been duly , notified, ^ and is supported 
t>y an adequate force, merely because of 
its extent and the pon- investment, at the 
same time, by land: that ueutial trade 
with Britain can be made a crime, sub- 
jecting ships to he denationalised ; the 
right of Britain to search neutral vessels 
in time 4:)f war, and to ipipress her own 
sailors found on board. Au a<ldress was 
votetl on the 18th, approving the main- 
tenance of these rights, and the war with 
the United States. 

*22. A bill introduced for the appoint- 
ment of a vice-chancellor, which had be- 
come necessary, owing to the airear of 
business in the court uf chancery. It be- 
came law, and sir T. Pltimer was the first 
vice-chancellor appointed. 

•jr). Oil the motion of Mr. Grattan, the 
resolutions fiir an inijuiry into catholic 
grievances were carried l>y 2b4 to 224; 
bur a bill foundeil upon tlietii was last, 
chiefly from the opposition of Mr. Abbot, 
the speaker. 

Mar. 3. Mr, Vansittart proposed isome 
financial resolutions, the tendency of which 
wii'. an appropriation of part of the sink- 
ing FLNiJ to the public exigencies. This 
being the first encroachment on the notable 
provision of Mr. Pitt for the reduction of 
the national debt, and the chief l>t»ast of 
bi.' fiscal administration, they excited con- 
siderable interest. 

A treaty was laid before parliament, by 
which it apiieared th.it the crown prince 
of Sweden had agreed to join the con- 
federacy against Fr.uice with 30,000 men, 
on condition that Prus>ia would guarantee 
to Sweden Norway in exchange for the 
loss of Finland. Norway had for ages 
been united to Denmark, and had no wish 
to be so transferred ; but Englau<l became 
patty to the compact, stipulating her naval 
co-oper,ition, and also the payment of a 
sujsidy of one million. AU Mvitain ob- 
tained for her aid was the privilege uf ex- 
porting her manufactures to Sweden for 
twenty yeais, Subject only to a <luty of one 
Pt^rcent. 

lo. All interview at Bros' an, between 
i> '*|dperor Alexander and the king of 

russia. The king wept. “ Courage, my 
brother,” said Alexander, *» these are the 
h‘‘‘rs that Napoleon shall cause you to 

Jb* Prussia declared war against Franci*. 

CiiAurKR OF TiiK K.vsT Inuia Com- 
pany.— a great many petitions had been 


1813. — [Kkobmcy.] 

jresented during the session, praying for 
a dissolution of the coihmercial monopoly 
of the East India Company, on the ap- 
proaching renewal of their charter. On 
the 22d the subject was brought before 
parliatdent by lord Castlereagh. After the 
examination of witnesses and a long dis- 
cussion, an act passed renewing the pri- 
vileges of the company for twenty years, 
but throwing open the trade to the East, 
that to China onty remaining exclusively 
in the company. The territorial and com- 
mercial branciies of the company's atfairs 
were separated. The king was empowered 
to appoint a bishop in India, and three 
archdeacons to be paid by the company. 

27. Mr. Pitt’s monument in Guildhall 
opened : the iiisciiptiuu is by George 
Canning, M. P. 

The conduct of the princess of Wa^es 
became tins month u subject of investiga- 
tion. It was found blameless, and ilie 
city of London presented to her royal 
highness a congratulatory address. 

Jpr. 13. Sir John Murray, with an 
Anglo Spanish force, defeated inarshul 
Sucliet, with the loss uf 30UU killetl and 
wounded. 

15. Buonaparte left Paris to open the 
campaign of Saxony. He tried before his 
de; atiure to re-animate the spirit of th^ 
nation, by publishing a flalteiing expose 
of the state of the empire, and appoinle<l 
the empress regent. A great many Ger- 
man tortresses bad surrendered \Q the 
allies, and Hamburgh and Lubec had 
thro.vn open their g-ites. 

2.S, The leinaius of Charles I. dis- 
covered in the vault of Henry VIII at 
Winilstir, enclosed in a plain leaden curfin, 
healing an inscription, •* King Charles, 

Prince Kiitusoff died: he was succeeded 
in the coininaiid of the Russian army by 
Wittgenstein. 

May 2. Battle of Lutzen between the 
allies ainl Buonaparte. The loss suj posed 
to be equal, about 10,000 killed and 
wounded on each side. Neither could 
claim a victory, but the' allies retreated. 
Oil the eve ot ihe battle marshal Bessicres 
was killed by a spent camioii ball. 

5. A bill introduced by Mr. W. Smith, 
tor the relief of those who deny the 
Trinity : it became a law, and it was a 
proof of growing liberality that the mea- 
sure met no marked opposition in the lords. 
in»r from the ministers or bishops ; the 
archbishop of Canterbury merely ubsen - 
iug that the bill had not been calletl tor 
by any attempt to iinpcile the worship of 
the Unitarians, or to enforce the existing 
laws against them.*’ 

Battle of Haul/cii in vSilcsia. It lasted 
two days; the French losing 1^111^ 

« 2 * 2 
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Icilled and wounded. No great advantage 
was gained by either side. Tiie students 
of the German universities, iu the allied 
armies, and the young conscripts of Paris, 
rivalled each other in valour. After the 
battle a caimon»balI killed general Kir- 
chener, and mortally wounded marshal 
Duroc, who was standing near the French 
emperor. In Duroc and Bessieres Buona- 
parte lost two of his must faithful oiKceis 
and attached friends. 

31. Mr. and Mrs. Bonar, residing at Chis- 
lehurst, near London, savagely murdered 
with a poker by their Irish footman, who 
assigned no reason for the deed, further 
than that the idea struck him in tlie night, 
that he must kill his master anil mistress. 

June 1. Captain Broke, uf the Shannon 
frigate, having perfected his men iu dis- 
cipline, o^red battle to the United States ' 
frigate Chesapeake, a fine ship of «t9 
guns, fully manned. The American, no- 
thing loth, bore down on his foe off Boston 
lighthouse. The ships were soon in close . 
contact, when, captain Broke discerning , 
an opportunity, gave orders for l)oardiiig, j 
himself setting tluf example. The conllict 
was bloody but short : in fifteen minutes 
the Chesapeake was mastered and carried 
off in triumph by tkie victor. 

Breslau entered by the French. 

4. .\a armistice agreed to between 

Buonaparte and the allies, through the 
intervention of Austria. During the sus- 
pension of hostilities, Napoleon, either to 
amuse himself or others, or to throw an 
air uf gaiety over the difficulties of his 
position, sent for the French actors to 
Dresden, which he made his head -fiuai ter s. 
He had now changed his tastes, seeming 
to prefer comedy to tragedy, which is 
easily understood. 

21. Battle uf Vittoria ; the combined 
force, under lord Wellington, defeating the 
French, commanded by King Joseph, 
assisted by marshal Jourdan, with the loss 
of 151 ]iieces of cannon and 415 waggons 
of ammunition. The loss of the aides 
was 700 killed and 4000 wounded ; that of 
the French must have been equal, extbisive 
of prisoners. The victory was important 
in its results; the French, being sharply 
pursued, retreated across the Bidassoa into 
France. 

luijf 20. A grand festival in Vauxhall- 
gardtms, to commemorate the victories of 
lord Ueliington; the duke of York pre- 
skied. 

22. Parliament prorogued. 

24. The Frtuch, tinder marshal .Soult, 
recrutsed the Bidassoa and attacked with 
vigour the right wing of the allies at 
Honcesvalles, a {dace famous in history 
for the defeat of Charlemagne and all his 
|>eers* Although Soult succeeded in forc- 


ing this position, he failed in the attempt 
to relieve Pampeluna, and the French 
again retreated beyond the Pyrenees. 

Aug, 10. The armistice in Saxony 
abruptly terminated, when Austria joined 
the allies. 

26. Lord Whitworth, the new viceroy 
of Ireland, arrived in Dublin. 

27. Battle ok Dresden. — B uonaparte 
had made Dresden the centre of his opera- 
tioiiM, where he had assembled a force of 

220.000 men, that ol' the allies amount- 
ing to upwards of 30O,OOO. Lmboldeiu d 
by superiority of numbers, the allies, on 
the 2btli, determined to carry Dresden ly 
escalade, but after a furious onset were 
forced to retire. Next day Napoleon bt. 
came the assailant, marching out uf the 
town and attacking the enemy in tlieir 
positions. The rain fell in torrents, and 
after an obstinate conflict the allies le. 
treated into Buheipia. It was on the 27tli 
general Moreau had both his legs shatteied 
by a cannon-ball, which passed through 
his horse, while talking to thy emperor u( 
Russia. He had only a shor^ time before 
arrived from America, on the invitation of 
the crown-prince of Sweden, to ufl'ord to 
the allies the beneflt of his councils, 
Moreau snrvivetl his disaster only a few 
days, dying Iroin exhaustion. 

31. St. Sebastian taken by storm after 
an ohstipate resistance ; the allies under 
Wellington losing 2300 in killed and 
wounded. 

Sr/ff. 0, TJie crown-prince of Sweden 
defeated marshal Ne), with the loss of 

12.000 intMi killed, wounded, and prisoiieis. 

Near four tears ago the house of Mr. 

Smith, a jeweller in London, was robbed of 
emeralds, rubies, &c., to the amount of 
1600/. ; they were found in this month in 
a ditch in the Kent-road. 

A caravan of 2000 {persons from Maschah 
to Alept»o, ill crossing the desert, over- 
whelmed by the sand, and not inoie than 
twenty escaped. 

Ocf. I. The commissioners of Public 
Records discovered the Charta cle Forests 
uf 14 Henry II. 

At Pompeii, the portico of the theatre 
discovered, and many coins of Domitiaii m 
high preservation. 

5. The allies pressing u|>on Dresden 
from all sides, Buonaparte was compelled 
to quit It, retiring towards Leipsic. Pievi- 
ous to this a French column of 10,000 men, 
under Vandamine, had been surprised m 
Bohemia, and the indefatigable Bluclier 
hud succeeded in driving back Macduna 
and Victor from Silesia. . , 

8. Bavaria joined the allies, by wine i 

50.000 troops were detached Irom Iiance. 

18.^ Baiti.k. oy Lkipsic.— llie opeia- 

tious of the war had brought the vasi 
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armies of both sides into the vicinity of 
lieipsic. The French were e^imated at 
about 180,000 men ; the allies at 2’)0,000. 
Un the night of the 15th rockets were 
seen ascending, announcing the approach 
of Blucher and the crown-prince of Sweden. 
At day-break, on the IGtli, the French 
were assailed along their southern front 
with the greatest fur}'. Failing to make 
any impression, Napoleon, in his turn, 
assumed the offensive. The centre of the 
allies was broken, ^nd Murat, pouring in 
with his cavalry, completed the disorder. 
At this moment Alexander ordered for- 
ward the Cossacks of his guard, Vho, with 
their lung lances, bore back the mass of 
cavalry, that had so nearly carried the day. 
Meanwhile, Blucher, with a superior force, 
had iiverpowered Marmont, taking from 
him liis aitillery and 2000 prisoners. The 
battle of the IGth did not cease till night- 
fall, when the French found it necessary 
to contiact their position, drawing nearer 
the walls of Leipsic. During the night 
Buonaparte sent general Mehrfeldt, who 
had been diade prisoner, with proposals 
for an armistice. No answer was returned. 
Tiie 17th was spent in iiiulual preparations, 
without actual liustilities. Next inortiing 
the conflict was reriewtd by the allies, 
with incieased imjjetuosity. The Aus- 
trians, under prince Schwartzi tiberg, furnied 
tlic left of their line ; hi the centre were 
tlie Russians under Barclay »nd Witt- 
gensttriii ; the Swedes and Prussians turm- 
ing the right. From an eminence calhd 
Thornberg, behind the centre of his army, 
Napoleon commanded a view of the field 
of battle. Till two o'clock the fighting 
continued, and the inhabitants of Leipsic, 
from the walls and steeples, coi Id not dis- 
cern which side had the advantage. At 


and before noon the emperor Alexander, 
'!he king of Prussia, and Bernndotte, met 
n the great square, amidst the acclama- 
ions of the inhabitants. Arriving at the 
Fitter, the French lost the whole of their 
‘ear-guard, owing tb the bridge having 
ueeu mistakenly blown up, before it had 
lassed ; and the brave Polish prince Ponia- 
owski perished in the river iu trying to 
escape. With the remains of his army 
Buonaparte continued his retreat towards 
:he Rhine. At liaiiau general Wrede, 
with the Bavarians, tried to intercept his 
progress ; after some hard fighting the 
French forced a passage. November 2nd, 
Napoleon readied Mentz, with not more 
than 70,000 men; the remains of nearly 
300,000. which he had a few months before 
led to the Kibe and the Oder. 

Nov. 1. The French, in their retreat 
'rom Moscow, left behind them 1195 
lieces of cannon, which the em\ieror or- 
dered to lie employed iu two colossal pillars 
at Moscow and Petersburg, to commemo- 
rate the defeat of the invaders. 

4. Parliament opened by the prince 
regent. The speech referred to the treaties 
concluded with the allies, and exultingly 
dwelt upon recent events ; but it was yet 
moderate in its tone ; declaring “ that no 
disposition to require from France sac*'ifices 
of any description inconsistent with her 
honour or just pretensious as a nation 
would ever be on his part, or on that of his 
majesty’s allies, an obstacle to peace.** 
.-Vrldres’ses passed without opposition. 

9. Buonaparte arrived at Pdri>. 

12. The French garrison at Dresden 
to the number of 40,00t>, surrendered to 
the Austrians. Stettin, with a garrison of 
7000. followed the example. Before the 
end of the year nearly the wlioie of Ger- 


that moment the allies, by a sudden dash, 
foicvd their way headlong into Probt- 
sheyda, the central position of the French. 
The cam|)-fullowers now began to fly, when 
Buonaparte, leading on a rchiTve of the Old 
Guard in person, the village was recovered 
On the lett, however, theie had been great 
disasters: Ney, overpowered by Blucher and 
the crown- prince, had tried hi lorm afresh 
iLt an eminence called lleiterblic : when, 
just at the time, seventepii butUlions of 
Germans, chiefly Saxon ■, ileseited to the 
enemy. This luss could not be repairetl ; 
And at the close of the buttle the French 
retreated under the walls of Leipsic. Thei 
losses, on the 18th, amounted to 40,00(1 
killeil, wounded, and prisoners, with 65 
pieces of caniiuti. Leipsic was no longei 
tenable, and the French, in the nighr, 
began to retreat towanls Weissenfels. Tin 
^ing of Satumy offered to treat for the cap< 
♦illation of fAupfic, but the allies refiiM-t 
to wait, entered the city sword in hand. 


many was liberated. 

15. At Amsterdam the people rose in 
a body, tleposed the French authorities, 
and proclaimed the sovireignty of the 
house of Orange. On the 23id a body 
of Cossacks entered the city. 

20. The Helvetic confederacy, of which 
Buonaparte was mediator, piuclaimed a 
neutrality. But the Austrians infuvuud 
the Swiss this could nut be respected ; it 
was necessary to prove themselves inde- 
pendent of toveign influence beloie tb.ey 
cou\«l be deemed neutral. 

28. The prince of Orange embarked 
for Holland : 10,000 Dutch prisonei;s were 
liberated, and sent over to aid the eflbi ts ot 
their country men. , 

Dtv. 1. The allied sovereigns issued 
from Frankfort a declaration explanatory 
of their views evincing in 
a very lauduble moderation. -'i' 

they said, •< had conducted them to the 

banks of the Rhine, and the first use which 
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they made of it was to offer peace. Tliey 
desired that France might be great and 
])owerfiil ; because, in a state of greatness 
and strength, she constituted one of the 
foundations of the social edifice of Europe. 
They offered to confirm to the French 
empire an extent of territory which 
France, under her kings, never knew. 
Jlesiring peace themselves, they wished 
such an equilibrium of power to be esta- 
blished, that £uro|)e might be preserved 
from the calamities which for the last 
twenty years had overwhelmed her.” 

2, General Blucher crossed the Rhine. 

11. By way of embroiling matters in 
Spain, Buonaparte liberated Fertlinand 
VIZ., recognising his title to the Spanish 
throne. 

20. Parliament adjourned to March 1st 
Before the adjournment a bill was passed, 
allowing three-fourths of the militia to 
volunteer into the line, on payment of a 
bounty ; and a supplememary loan of 22 
niilliuns was granted. In the present con- 
junction of affairs, it was thought, both in 
and out of parliament, that no sacrifice 
could be too great to 6ring the contest on 
the continent to a s^teedy and desirable 
issue. 

27. Viscount CuHtlereagh left England, 
to join the allied sovereigns, with luil in- 
structions to watch over Biitish interests. 

2?j. The legislative body councilled 
Bu< •na parte to issue a counter-manifesto 
to the Frankfort declaration, diNtinctly 
stating the sacrifices he was disjioseil to 
make for the repose of Europe. To this 
he returned a haughty answer, accusing 
them of seeking to draw a line between 
the interests of the sovereign and the 
people. He reproache«l them with aiming 
at changes in the constitutiofi while thei 
enemy was crossing the frontier. You 
visionaries,” he exclaimed, ** are for gua- 
rantees against power. I am the only re- 
presentative of the people ; i am the state. 
If France desires another species of con- 
stitution, let her seek another monarch.” | 
To the counsel of state he complained in 
angry terms of the legislative body. “They 
stun me,” said he, ** with their clamorous 
demands for peace. Instead uf assisting 
me with all their efforts, they seek to ob- 
struct mine.” On the 31st he suddenly 
dissolved that assembly. 

30. The Anierican general Hull de- 
feated y general Rial on the Nieg.^ra 
frontier. Buffalo ami the viilagu of Black- 
rock Were afterwards committed to the 
ffames. SirG. Pre i»ost. in a proclamation, 
represented these severities us retaliations 
for the destruction practised by the Ameri- 
cans in their invasion of Upper Canada. 

31. A remarkably dinso fiig, which 
extended fur fifty miles round Ltaulun, and 


continued for eight days ; it was followed 
by a heavy fall of snow, and a frost that 
lasted six weeks. 

Annuz. 1 . OniTDARv. — Henry Redhead 
Yorke, a political writer id* some celebrity. 
Weiland, HO, author of “ Oberon,” and a 
celebrated German writer. William Hun- 
tington. S.S., 69, a popular preacher among 
the evangelical dissenters, who built a 
chapel for him in GruyVinn-lane. Gran- 
ville Sb-iipe, 79, eminent for bis philan- 
thropy and love of liberty. Henry James 
Pye, 69, the poet laureate : the laineateship 
was offered to Walter Scott, who declined 
it in favufir of his friend Robert Stiutheyi 
At Paris, the Abbe Delille, French poet. 
Alexander Wilson, the American ornitho- 
logist. Edward Lung, 76, author of a 
history of Jamaica. Augusta duchess of 
Brunswick, 76, mother of the j rincess of 
Wales. 

A.D. 1814. RrSTOKA'MON ok TIIK Boi 11 - 
Buns. — This year exhibited, in an extra- 
ordinary degree, the vicissitudes i*f war- 
fare. Only eighteen months had elapsed 
since the French armies were conqinrors 
at Moscow, ainl their being defeated under 
the walls of Paris, ami compelled to pur- 
chase, by capitulation, a bmniliatiiig re- 
treat behind the Loire. Most ot the 
ancient piinces, who hud been driven iVutn 
tlieir thrones or their territorie.s diuiiig 
the bust quarter of a century, recoveivti 
possession of them by an unexpected 
change of fortune. Among the lestoiJ’d 
sovereigns were Louis XVill. ,»! Fr.u.ce, 
Ferdinand VH. of Spain, the kiiig i»f 
Sardinia, tlie prince of Orange, the elector 
of Hanover, and the Rotiian pciiititf, Pins 
V 11. Napoleon Jfuuuapurte. who Innl 
heretofore astonished the world by h s ex- 
traordinary successes, now liecamo an oi)- 
ject of not li’s.s interest by his rapid and 
ivtTwhelming miscarriages. Urged by a 
vain ambition, he had sought to scale tiie 
pinnacle of universal empire, and like 
Phaeton, was suddenly struck heaiilong 
from his diirzling couise. From being 
the ilictator of continental Europe he be- 
came a pensioner ut the liouibuii govern 
meat, an exile on the rock of Elba, where, 
|vith the unmeaning title of emperor, a 
palace, giiaicls, court-etiquelte. and utluT 
regal pageantry, he was jn'rmitted to exer- 
cise a miniature sovereignty, in u|)parent 
“uockery of his former grandeur. h.ugbmil 
van intoxicated with joy ut the fall of her 
inveterate foe, which was heighteneil by u 
vUit from the allied motiarchs, and the re- 
turn of tile heroes of the Peninsular war. 
Amidst the general exultation, there was 
only one drawback-*- one dark sjiot — the 
aged monarch of the realm still 
loiwly watch-tower, unconscious of the un- 
looked-for tiiumph of the cause tor which 



711 


GEORGE Hi. A.l)« 1814, — [Rbciency.] 


be hail pertinaciously struggled up to the ] 
last gleam of expiring intellect. 

Jan. 2. The allied armies crossed the 
Rhine at different points^ between Coblentz 
and Basle. The French marshals Marmout, 
Mortier, Ney, and Victor, retired before 
the invaders, whose vast force, amounting 
to 300,000 meiiy enabled them to marcn 
with confidence into the interior, bloclcad- 
iug the fortresses in their rear. By the 
middle of the month Biucher had taken 
possession of Nancy, and the Austrians 
were at Langres. 

After a brave and protracted defence, 
general Rapp snrreiidered Dantzic to the 
allies, with its gLiriisun of ll,ti00 men and 
13 genet als. 

5. Joachim Murat, king of Naples, the 
brother in-law of Buonaparte, 'signed a 
treaty With England, by which he engaged 
to co-operate with the allies against 
France. 

12. Sir T. Graham and the Hussiaiis. 
under Bulow, deteated the French near 
Breda, compelling them to retreat towards 
Antwerp. 

14. Denmark joined the allies, and 
agreed to cede Norway to Sweden, in ex- 
change fur Swedish Bomerauia and the 
isle of Rugen. 

17. The river Thames frozen over and 
hooihs erected upon it. The snow laid so 
deep as to impecie the mails and other con- 
veyances, causing a great stagnation of 
business. The thermometer, exposed to a 
north-eastern aspect, stood VJ degrees be- 
low the freezing point. 

24. • The thaw coiiiinenced. 

25. The French emperor left Paris to 
join his armies. He adianced to ^)t. Duier, 
on the Marne, And immedi.iteiy directed 
attacks upon the corps of the allies collected 
around him. 

Feh, 1. Ba'tle uf Brienne, between Na- 
l>oleon and general Biucher : the force on 
each side was ahoni 80.000, and both 
ciiiiined the advantage: the result, how- 
ever, was the retreat of the French. Troyes 
was entered l»y the allies, on the 7lh, and 
C’lialons-sur-Marne, evacuated by marshal 
Macdonald, 'fhe progress of the allies 
threatened speecly rum lo the French em- 
perur, who, finding himself unable to meet 
their superior numbers in every quarter, 
determiued to concentrate his force at par- 
ticular points, uiuli striking home blows iu 
liuccessiou, cut off their communications, 
iiiid destroy them iu detail. U’ith this 
view, he first precipitated himself upon 
Bluch«r, whom he focced to retire to 
Chalons, interrupting his communication 
'vith the Austrians. In the interim, how- 
Soissons was taken by assault by 
Winzingerode, and the Austrians, under 
• chwartzeuberg, were advancing mnin 
“iiris ill the diieolion of the Seine ; Sens 


was taken on the llth, and Fontainhleau, 
on the 16th. To this quarter Buonaparte 
now turned his attention, and, forcing the 
Austrian position on the Seine, he re- 
entered Troyes on the 23rd in triumph. 

4. Negotiations for peace opened at 
Chatillon between the French and the 
allied powers. 

7. Slary Anne Clarke sentenced to nine 
months* imprisonment, for a libel on the 
Irish chancellor of the exchequer. 

10. The crown-prince of Sweden, with 
his army, readied Cologne. 

12. The custom-house of London 
burned down, with most of the adjoining 
warehouses. Three lives were lost, with 
many books, bonds, and docninents, of im- 
portance. 

22. A fraud practised at the stock-ex- 
change by Random de Bcreuger and 
others, in which lord Cochrane was im- 
plicated — a pretended express from Dover, 
announcing the death of Buonaparte and 
the accession of Louis XVIII. The slocks 
rose ten per cent, by which the contrivers 
of the cheat sought to profit by selling 
out. 

2.5. Lord Wellington defeated Soult at 
Orthes, and, on the following day, crossed 
the Adour. 

Mat'. 1 . Treaty of alliance and subsidy 
concluded between Britain, Austria, Rus- 
sia, ami Prussia, at Chauniont 

4. The allies re-entered Troyes, 

7. Battle of Craone, between the French 
ami Biucher. It began at day-break: 
marshals Ney and Victor fought at the 
head of the infantry ; the latter was 
wounded, together with generals Grouchy 
and Naasouty. The French were lelt 
masters of thy field, which was covered 
with dead. 

9. Bailie «'f Laon, in which Napoleon 
was defeated, with the loss of 5000 pri- 
soners, by the united corps of Winzingerode. 
Bulow, and Biucher. Buonaparte was 
not present in any other engagement 
during the war. 

10. A man at Monmouth confessed 
himself guilty of a murder, for which ho 
had been tried and found innocent 27 years 
bfefore. 

Sir Thomas Graham attempted to take 
Bergen- op-Zoom, but was repulsed witli 
a great slaughter of the British. 

12. Marshal Beresfonl entered the city 
uf Bordeaux. It was the result of a 
counter-revolutionary movement ot the 
citizens, headed by the mayor L\nch, who 
hoisted the white cockade, declaring tor 
the Bourbons, The duke 1) Angoulejiie. 
nephew to Loui'* XVI., entered tiie city 
with the British troops, and w.is received 
with acclamations. 

18. Nkuotiatiun.s at Ciiatim-on. 
These negotiations had been in progress 
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from the time the allies hail entered France. 
BuondpaiiC) through his minister, CauUn- 
court> at first proposed an armistice; but 
this was rejected, as an expedient to gain 
time ; and the immediate signature of pre- 
liminaries of peace was demanded. The 
course of the Rhine, leaving Belgium to 
Austria: the chain of the Alps, leaving 
Savoy to France ; and the Pyrenees, were 
designated as the permanent boundaries of 
the French empire: Italy was to be the 
subject of future arrangement with Austria. 
On the 25th of February, two days after 
Napoleon’s triumphant entry into Troyes, 
be received the overtures of the allies: 
either elated by his temporary success, or 
loth, as others state, to leave France less 
than he found her, he rejected peace on 
these terms ; engaging, however, to send 
a contre^pryet on the 10th of March. 
It UU.S not received till the loth, when it 
was found to demand frontiers for Fiance 
which the allies alleged to be incompatible 
with their security and the equilibrium of 
power they purposed to establish. It also 
demanded Italy for prince Ihigene ; and 
that other members of the Buonaparte 
family should be ** placed on foreign 
thrones.'’ ( Belsh. Uist^ (Jeo, I II. vV I F., 107.) 
This scheme of the French emperor was 
peremptorily rejected ; and the iieirotia- 
tions at Chatillon declared on tbe 18th to 
be at ail end. 

21. British parliament met. 

The French defeated at Arci‘»-sur- 
Atibe. The next point to which the French 
and allied armies were now directed was 
Vitry, where Napoleon was to Ihj joined by 
the corps of Ney and Macdonald. But 
the French emperor suddenly changed his 
))lan, taking the road to .St. D.zier. lie 
pushtd between the Prussian and Au.Ntrian 
armies, and thought by menacing the rear 
of the latter to alarm them lor their com- 
munication with the Rhine. The design 
was penetrated by an intercepted letter, 
and failed. Wbile Napoleon was pursuing 
his wild-goose chase” in tliC rear, the 
allied gcnenils derermined to unite their 
tbrees, amounting to 200,000 men, and, 
dividing them into three columns, march 
direct to Paris. 

27. The head-quarters of the grand 
army of the allies fixed at Coulomier. 

28. Blucher crossed the Marne at 
Meaux. 

3i. AhUiKH ENTKK Paris. — On the 29th 
the corps of Marmont and Mortier retreated 
to the capital and the empress-regent, 
with the king of Rome, having retired to 
Blois, Joseph Buonaparte issued a procla- 
mation urging the Parisians to a brave 
defence. Karly the next morning the 
French army, with 10,000 volunteers from 
the national guard, and the pupils of the 
Polytechnic school (amounting altogether 


to about 30,000 bayonets), took up a posi- 
tion upon the heights of Montmartre, and 
awaited the attack of their opponents. 1 1 
was not long delayed, and a furious conflict 
ensued: the arrival of Blucher, however, 
with the Prussians, decided the fate of. the 
day. Further resistance being hopeless 
against the overwhelming numbers of the 
entity, Marmont and Mortier, with the 
concurrence of Joseph Buonaparte, offered 
to capitulate. About midnight the terms 
of the capitulation were agreed to, by 
which it was settled the French troops of 
the line should evacuate the capital on tlu* 
31 st, carrying with them all their militaiy 
appurtenances. On the same day the 
emperor of Russia and king of Prussia 
entered Paris, amidst loud acclamations. At 
the suggestion of Talleyrand and the abl.e 
de Pradt a declaration was immediati iy 
issued by the emperor Alexander, in tin* 
name of the allies, explicitly affirming th.it 
they would no more treat with Napoleon 
Buonaparte or any of his family; that 
they respi'cted the integrity of France as it 
existed under its legitimate kings ; and 
that they would recognise and guarantee 
the constitution which France should udo| t. 
The French emperor, who had advanced 
near the bridge of (^harenton, and ne.ir 
enough the enemy to discern the light of 
their bivouacs spread over the plain ot 
Villeneuvc St. (ieorge, finding all wus 
lost, retired to Fontainbleau. 

yipr. 1. The French senate ns.seinhli d, 
under the prchidency of prince Tal ley raiirl, 
and passt'd a decree fur a provisiunal - 
vernment, consisting of five persons, t!ie 
president himself being at the head, lly 
a second decree it uifirmed that in a c< ii- 
stitutional monarchy tlie monarch (‘^i^rs 
only in virtue of the constitution. It luxt 
proceeded to prove how Buonaparte h oi 
violated the constitution ; that he h id 
forfeited the throne, and that the hen - 
ditary right established in his family was 
forfeited.” 

4. Buonaparte signed his abdication of 
the French throne in favour of his son ; 
this not being deemed sufficient, in a few 
days he signed a second abdication, re- 
nouncing the throne intirely for himsell 
and heirs.” The uii8ucce8.srttl movement 
of Napoleon in the rear of the allied armies, 
and Jbis wilful demeanour, deprived him of 
the cordial support of the French marshal.-, 
who were anxious to detach themselves 
from his fortunes. Marmont appears to 
have been the first to desert him, his corps 
being led to Versailles by general Sarra- 
zin, Buonaparte’s person was in the 
power of tbe allies. 

5. J:*rince of Orange installed sovereign 
of the Netherlands, at Amsterdam. 

10. Baiti.k of Touloush, ioj" 
lington def^eated marshal Sonlt. Ihe 
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tion was a severe one, and several thousand 
lives lost on both sides, owing to the non- 
arrival of news of the events in Pans, 
which Wellington did not receive till the 
r2th. Soult evacuated Touloine on the 
night of the 10th, and next day the white 
flag was hoisted. 

11. Treaty signed between the allies 
and Buonaparte, by which the island of j 
Klba is ceded to him in full sovereignty, 
with the imperial title for life ; a pension 
was also granted to him of 2,000,000 of 
francs, and 2,500,000 mure to his relatives, 

? ayable out of the revenues of France. 

lad Napoleon demanded Corsica, instead 
of Elba, named, by his own acknowledg- 
ment, “in the humour of the moment,” 
{Laa Causa Journal, iii. pt. iii. 3-48), it 
would have been conceded to him without 
hesitation. 

14. In a desperate sally of the French 
from Bayonne, general sir John Hope was 
wounded and tAen prisoner, and general 
Andrew Hay killed. This was the last 
acti-'U of the Peninsular war. 

17. Genoa surreudered to the British, 
commanded by loid W. Bentinck, under flat- 
tering promises of liberty and independence* 
L'd. Louis \V HI, entered London in 
great state from his rural retreat at Hart- 
will, attended by the Ufe-guaids, many 
of the kiiig^s carriages, and accompa- 
nied iiy the prince'iegent, upon whom 
he conlerred the order of Si. Esprit, on his 
arrival at Grillion's hotel. Here he kept 
his cuu t, Jind was congratulated by the 
lord mayor and citizens of London, and 
by muiit of the nubility. 

21. Buonaparte left Funtainbleaii for 
Klba. Upon his way he met nnirshal | 
Aiigereau, whom he accused of intidelily I 
ill the command of the army intrusted to 
him. The marshal, in return, reproached 
Napoleon with betraying the army and 
France; and that he had not “courage to 
die the death of a oldie {Hehh, Hist, 
xiv. llfi.) 

2i. Louts XVlll. emhaiked for Calais, 
convo) ed by the duke of Clarence ; the 
prince-regent, and many of the nobility 
taking leave of him at Dover. 

28. Buonaparte embarked at Frejus for 
Elba. 

iWJriy I. The marquis xf Wellington cie- 
ated a duke, for his great services in the 
Peiiiusulu. An annuity of 13,000/. settled 
upon him by parliament, and a grant of 
^0,000/. to purchase a suitable estati^ and 
mansion. 

2, The states-geiicral of the united 
provinces, assembled at the Hague, took 
the oaths to their new const itutiua, formed 
nu the representative model of England. 

3. Louis XVTII. enteied Paris: he was 
favourably received by the iiihaldtants, but 
'he soldiery were silent. 


4. Ferdinand VIl. dissolved the Spanish 
cortes, and caused several of its must dis- 
tinguished members to be arrested. He 
entered Madrid on the 14th, and was re- 
ceived with every demonstration of attach- 
ment by the iuhauitants, despite of his 
constituiional antipathies. Measures were 

^ forthwith adopted fur re-establishing the 
I Inquisition, and restoring every other insti 
tution, civil and ecclesiastical, to its former 
state. 

5. Pius VII., in a proclamation from 
Cezena, assurnud the ancient title nf 
“ God’s vicar on earth,” and spoke of his 
temporal sovereignty as essentially con- 
nected with his spiritual supremacy. 

17. The Peninsular generals Beresford, 
Hill, Cotton, Graham, and Hope, elevated 
to the peerage ; the two former by their 
family names ; the three latter as lords 
Combermere, Lynedock. and Niddry. 

26. Hamburgh recovered its municipal 
government and independence, under the 
patronage of the allied sovereigns. 

30. Thkaty ok Pauis. — ^The terms of 
this celcdirated compact were liberal to- 
wards France, assuring to her the bounda- 
ries existing January 1st, 1792, with some 
additions of teriitory on the side of Bel- 
gium, Germany, and Savoy. The naviga- 
tion of the Kliioe was declared free, and 
the German htau*s to be independent, 
united by a federal league. Switzerland 
I to continue indepemlc:.t, under its own 
'• government. Italy, out of the Austrian 
iiraits, to l>e composed of sovereign stales. 
England restored all her cmcpiests to 
Fiance, with the exception of Tobago. St. 
Lucie, and Mauritius. Malta was con- 
tinned to her; ainl France engaged to erect 
no fortifications in India, and to co-operate 
With Britain in procuring the abolition of 
the slave-trade. Farther dispositions weie 
referred to a congress, to be assembled at 
\heiina, and to which each power engaged 
to send a plenipotentiary. 

Jone 3. Ihe empress Josephine buried 
at Kuel : she was born in 1763, and married 
to Napoleon Buonaparte in 1797. The 
emperor Alexander had visdeil her scveial 
times at Malmaisuii ; anil Buonaparte, at 
St. Helena, always spoke of Josephine as 
uniting sweetness of disposition with sin- 
gular grace and accomplishments. 

liish catholic board suppressed by pro- 
clamation. 

4. .A constitutional charter delivered hy 
Louis XVlll. to the legislative body, (hi 
fering in some ^loints from that framed by 
the Semite. 

8. Visit of thk Ai.i.iku Sovkrkions. 
The emperor of Kusaia, with his sister, 
the duchess of Oldenbiirgli, and the. king 
of Prussia, and his two sons, attended by 
various persons of distinction, arrived in 
London ; prince Metfeinich, generals 
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Blucher, Barclay de Tolly, Platoff, the coach, to avoid it. The prince-ref?ent wae 
hetmau of the Cossack^i, &c. The metro- incensed at her refractoriness, and never 


polls was illuminated, and became a scene 
of great gaiety during ,t6e three weeks’1 
stay of the royal visitors. Splendid and 
costly entertainments were given to the 
illustrious strangers by the^corporation of 
Loudon, and by the merchants and hank- 
ers, at Merchant Tailors' hall. West- 
mi ns tei^abbey, the bank, the dock-yards 
and arsenal at Woolwich, were visited, 
.amidst a vast concpiirse of 4 )eople. The 
emperor Alexander acquired great popu- 
larity by his afT.ibility, as well as by the 
magnanimity of his recent conduct. The 
Prussian moharch appeared rather de- 
jected; it was al^cribed to the recent loss 
of the queen, who never recovert'd the 
mortifying disasters of the war of 1806, 
when, according to her own emphatic ex- 
pression, “ La memoire du grand Frederic 
nous a fait 4garer.'* 

20. Grand review in Hyde-park. 

21. Lord Cochrane, De Berenger, and 
others, who were tried on the 8th, for a 
conspiracy, by false reports, to laise the 
price of the public funds, nceived their 
sentences. His lordship was sentenced to 
j»ay cl fine of 500/., to stand in the pillory, 
and he imprisoned for twelve months. Ihe 
Seventy of this sentence, and the deport- 
ment of the fhief- justice KUeiiborough 
liuriug the trial, turned the tide of public 
feeling ’ent'rely in the accused nobleman’s 
f'i\our; particularly when persecution was 
traced to the active part lord CtMrhrane had 
recently taken in the poUtuMl world, in 
opposition the miitisters. lire infamous 
part of the punishihehf, the pilbiry, was 
remitted ; but his lordsfiip’s name wAs 
eni-ed from tlie/oll of the Knights of the 
Bath, and h^was expelle<l from his suat in 
the house of commons. The electors ut 
Westminster, ^ertrov^r, ' uuartimously re- 
elfcted him, expressing, at the .same time, 
a strong opinion in faiour of his innocence. 

25. Grand naval review at Po.tsmoiith. 

27. The allieil sovereigns embarked at 
Dover fiT the continent. 

July A. pRiNCvss OF Waiks.— T he in- 
come of the princess of Wales was raised j 
to 50,U00/., but at her own request, in a 
letter to the speaker of the house of com- 
mons, it was limited to 3 >,000/. During 
the stay the royal visitors the disputesof 
the finncess and the regent had beconie^ 
very pror luent, especially after the publjc 
declaration ‘df the ]»?incei, tha^he “would 
not meet her royal hightfest ftpon any 
occasion, either pu.dic or jirivtte.’’ ^Ihe 
princess CMkrh tte, her daughter, it was 
expected, woiikl havabeiMi affiuncea to the 
prmce of Orange! but to this union she 
had a decided aversion, ithd actually Tati 
away from Warw.ck* house, in a huckncv- 


forgave the duke of Sussex the share he 
hail in breaking off the match ; and the 
regent went on a sudden to the residence 
of the princess, and dismissed all her ser- 
vants. Her mother, the princess Caroline, 
then obtained, contrary to the advice of 
Mr. Whitbread, Mr. Brougham, and others, 
permission to make a tour on the continent. 

9. A thanksgiving for peace. The 
prince-regent and two houses of parlia- 
ment went in sfiite to St. Paul’s. 

21. The pegent gave a superb fete at 
Carlton-house, iu honour of the duke of 
Wellington. 2500 ^rsons pre-^ent. 

22. Admiral Winiam Bradley found 
guilty of forging letters to tlefraud the 
revenue. He was sentenced to death, 
which was commuted fur banishment. 

30. Paui.iamknt puowotiLKD. — The bu- 
siness of the session had nut Ken im- 
portant. Sir Samuel Romilly succee<led in 
carrying bills for taking away corruption 
of blood in felony, and of disembowelling 
in the punishment of traitors. Lord Mor- 
peth's motion of censure on the speaker 
for an improper advertance to the rejection 
of the Human catholic bill of lust session 
was negatived. The subject of the corn- 
laws was discussed, but any definite, legis- 
lation upon tliCMU was defeneil. Mr. Peel, 
the Irish secretary, introduced a bill, u hicli 
passed into a law, for the better presirva- 
tion of the peace in Ireland. It was occa- 
sioned by the existiuice of outiages in 
some parts of the country, of whicli the 
most Savage were perpetrat»‘(l by the cuni- 
er»; so called from their application of 
wool-cards to the skin and flesh of the 
objects of their vengeaiiQ;. In the del .it< » 
on this measure observatums were made 
oil the uiange societies, and of the attempts 
made to establish similar associations In 
Englaiiu, 

1. A grand jubilee in the paiks, to 
c mmemorafe ‘the return of peace. A 
Chinese briilge was thrown over the canal 
in .St. James's- park, ^ufion which a stipeili 
pagoda was raised, for the display ot fiie- 
workV In the green-park a magnificent 
tem|da- of cencord was' erected, with a 
gaile0 fur the foreign ministers, and other 
persons of distirtcti^. Un the Suipqritine 
[ wa-'* a /miniature ft'Drcavntaiioii ol a sea- 
I fight, ^tween the English and Amerie ms, 
in *whiqlK the latter were beaten! Mr, 
Sadler ascended in bia. haUooii| 1 he fair 
m*Hyde-i ark was Sbntimicd several days, 
and only €ine accident occurred to damp 
the feMiyitieS) — the byrning of the pagoda 
bridgj. * < 

T". ^ bull of tlie pii^ re-fstablishHl the 
order of ftie Jesiiitk# By another edict, 
of the Kith, hi^ holiness^ after lamentrng 
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the destruction of the monastic communi- 
ties, provided for the restoration of ihe 
monks to their convents. The renovation 
of the festivals observed at Rome, prior to 
Its iucoipordtion with the French empire, 
was another indication of the prevalent 
spirit. 

24. Bu itNiNo OF Washington. — The 
war ag’.iinst the United States was conti* 
nued witii varied results, in an attempt 
to take fort Erie the British were repulsed, 
with the loss of UOO men killed and 
wouudetl. An enterprise, ]4aniied by sir 
A. Cochrane and general Ross, ^gainst the 
city of W ashington, was more successful. 
Arriving within live mile.s ot the capital, 
the British found thewijl^iiieiicaus, to the 
Mumher of 8000, strongly posted ; but they 
tied ou the first onset. Washington was 
entered the same evening; and immedi- 
ately alter the object of the expedition was 
entereil upon, by the destruction of the 
president’s house, dock-yard, arsenal, war- 
othce, and otiier public buildings. A fri- 
gate, ready to he launched, and a sloop of 
war, were also destroyed. On the dOth 
the troops rc-einharked. 

tiepi, 11. A British naval force attacked 
the American fiotilla, before Flalshurg, ou 
lake Ciiamplaiu ; but alter a sweie cuii- 
liict were all captured, except some gun- 
boats. In conse(pience of tliis ilisa^ter. 
sir G. Prevost abandoned his design ut 
penetrating into the state of ISew Yoik, 
leaving his sick and wounded to the mercy 
of the enemy. 

13. General Ross killetl before Balti- 
more, and, the Americans having made 
vi,:oroiis pn^parations, the intention to treat 
that city the same as Washington was 
frustrated. 

Ori. 11, Tlie electorate of' Hanover 
erected into a kingdom, under the rule of 
the British sovereigiv The electoral func- 
tion had ceasdd by the dissolution oT the 
Germanic empire, and the imperial throne 
ofAusifia becoming hereditary. The rea- 
son assigned , by Ihe prmce-regent for the 
change was the wi^^i to facilitate tlie 
general arrange iieuts oT the allied suve- 
f'-igus,, by a^siinibiting the eleciorateno 
Ihivaria and Wirteinberg, whic4 hud (^eeu 
erected into kingdoms. '' 

13. A gentleinatrs gardfe..M at Leighfon 
Buzzard, huviiM ha«l his green house 
robbed, sat up tliereits to watch, but m the 
morning was found dead, dest.Myed byth. 
^®l>hitic gas.** 

15. One of^the Urge Ws in the brew- 
nouse of Meux and Co., St. jGiles*^. burst, 
•nd ^emo iihed two hpusi*s ; 3500 barrels 
ul beer were lost, and four persons killed. 

^'oiouel Qiiintin* of tite iOth husdiivi, 
iu*(piitte«l by a court-mafttal oi the changes 
ni cowui-dice and incapacity. The prince- 


regent confirming this sentence, several 
officers of the hussars were transferred to 
other regiments. 

1 9. The East India brigade disbanded. 

20. A large majority of the Norwegian 
diet assented to the annexation of Norway 
to Sweden. This amicable issue was pro- 
duced by the politic conduct of the crown- 
prince of Sweden, who accepted the con- 
stitution framed by the diet. 

25. Mr. Geoige Canning appointed 
ambassador extraordinary to the prmce- 
regent of Portugal. At' this time there 
was no court at Lisbon, and the appoint- 
ment is represented to have been created 
for the convenience of the hontiurable gen- 
tleman, whose son was uAwell, and re- 
quired a w anner climate. 

29. A man crushed to death on the top 
of a coach, by imprudently sitting there 
when passing under a gateway. 

Nov. 1. The congress of Vienna met to 
complete the settlement of Europe : lord 
Castlereagh attended on the part of 
Engliiiid. 

8. The autumnal session of parliament 
was opened by tlie priuce-regeut ; but 
nothing important occurred prior to the 
recess. The usual aduresses in each house 
were carried without a division. 

Dec. 3, John llankey. F A.S., who had 
been missing since August, wa-s found in 
his chainbeis. m Gray's-mn, almust de- 
vouied by fins. He was in affluent cir- 
cumstances, but extremely peaunous, and 
never admit ed any' person into his 
chambers. 

4. At a metliodist chapel in Manchester, 
on a false alarm of the gallery giving way, 
twu*wumen were ladled, and many severely 
injured. 

10. Lord French, in a fit of insanity, 
shot himself at DubUn. 

The earl of Koseberry reeovered 1.5,000/. 
damages from Sir H. Mildmay. for crim. 
ccn. with the countess. 

12. At Myfod, in Montgomeryshire, 
twelve cattle having eaten t)fsome branches 
of the yew-tree, six of them were found 
dead ne.ir the spot. 

20. A riot at the theatre, Duhlia, which 
continued some nights. Mr. Richard 
Jones, one of the manageis, obliged to 
witlidraw from the concern. 

24. Peace coucluded bt tween Britain 
and the United States of Aauin a. at iBieiit. 

disputr*s respecting territorial bound- 
urieW were be determined' t>y comnus- 
fionem, mutually appointed. No lueoiiou 
wa* made byeither side of the claim ol ma- 
ritime Hghts that had originated the war. 
t 20. Gi^oa anueNcd W tb*-* Italian domi- 
uiona of the king of Sardim *. Hopes liad 
beeh field out byllie Briiish govi inmtui 
that Genoa would form a separate and 
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independent state j but this, it was alleged, 
would weaken the s^'stein the Vienna con- 
gress had determined to establish in Italy. 
On the same plea V'enice was annexed to. 
the Austrian empire. 

27, Death ok Johanna Southcott. — 
During the whole summer, and up to 
the present, public curiosity had been 
intensely excited by the delusions of this 
singular enthusiast. The believers in her 
divine mission were found in most parts of 
the kingdom ; and, in the nietro|)olis and 
its vicinity alone, are supposed, iit one 
t me, to have amounted to 100,000. She 
was born about 1750, of humble parents, 
and, being carried away by the fervour of 
4i heated imagination, gave herself out as 
the woman spoken of in Kevelutiuns. — 
(GorionU Bioy. Did* ii. 9J1.) In this, her 
M^kswined capacity, although totally illi- 
terate, she scribbled much mystic and un- 
intelligible verse and prose, in the way of 
\ isioii anti prophecy, and carried on a lu- 
crative trade in seals, which were to pro- 
cure the purchasers s.ilvation. Being at- 
tacked by a disoider which gave her the 
appearance of pregnancy, that, too, was 
turned to account, and she unhesitatingly | 
nnuouriccd herself enceifitc of the promised j 
Siiiloli. Several clergymen of the esta- 
blished church, a physician, aud engraver 
of eminence, wiih many others, whose 
education ought to have preserved them 
from such weakness, became the dupes of 
her misconceptions. A cradle, of the most 
expensive materials, swaddling clothes, 
&C,, were got ready for the reception of the 
miraculous babe ; and, in the manufactur- 
ing towns of the north, large ctowds 
assembled to wait the arrival of the coaches, 
in expectation uf tidings of the great 
event. About ihe end uf the year the 
uiihajrpy visionary began to have mis- 
givings concerning the real nature of the 
signs by which she had been misled, and 
expressed her conviction that she had been 
“the sport of some spirit.*’ Death, on the 
27th, terminated her perplexities, and a 
subsequent anatomical inquiry discovered 
the seat of lief disorder. Many of her 
followers, however, remained unconvinced, 
and some are still to be found unshaken iu 
their credulity. 

Ann LAI. Obituary. — Dr. Charles Bur- 
ney, 88, author of a “ History of Music.” 
Sir Benjamin Thompson, a native of 
Anierii a. and better known by his German 
title of count Kumford, 62 ; celebrated for 
ills appiicattf^ of natural philosophy to 
the practical uses of life, 'fhe queen W 
the Tw(f Sicilies, a woman who hud acteil 
a diabolical part in Italian politics. Brince 
de Ligne, 71), a public cl|4Tacter of eini- 
lu nce, and author of the ** Vie d*i Prince 
Kugwue de Savoie, 4cnte par Lui-meme f' 


I and which the Edinburgh Review mis 
takenly thought to be a genuine auto- 
biography of the eminent Savoyard. 

A.i>. 1815. Return ok Napui.eon fwom 
£i.ua. — ^The unexpected return of Buona- 
pane to France seemed to endanger the 
entire settlement of the preceding yeai. 
The juncture chosen for this extraorduiary 
enterprise was both favourable and the 
reverse. It was favourable as resjiects the 
state of the popular sentiment in France, 
and the temper of the French soldiery; 
but it was the contrary as respects tlu; con. 
dition of the foreign powers. Their vast 
armies were undisbanded ; and the allied 
sovereigns themselves or their ministers, 
were assembled .in congiess at Vienna. 
No time was requisite for negotiation, and 
the resolution was promptly taken for ex- 
pelling the intruder by one vigorous and 
united effort. The struggle was short, 
but decisive; and the victory of* VV^iterli J 
again placed the destinies of France at the 
mercy of the allies. Pending the hundred 
daj's of Napoleon's restoration, the consti- 
tutional party of France, consisting chiefly 
of the middle ranks, did not take a ilecided 
part on either side. A short trial had 
convinced them that tlio Bourlmiis were 
unsuited to the government of the Frtnrh 
nation; neither had they a wish for the 
return of the military despotism of the 
emperor, which, despite ut his constitu- 
tional professions, they felt to be insepa- 
rable from bis character ; and they were 
loth to lisk the return of aimiehy by ag iin 
attempting to realise the abstractions of 
republican rule, in this state of uncer- 
tainty they accepted what the fortune of 
war, a second lime, awarded to them-- 
Louis XVI JI. The exile of NupoKon to 
St. Helena, the disbanding of the remains 
of his army, and the exemplary juinish- 
ment of his chief adherents, with the 
military occupation of France for five 
years by the allies, afford td substantial 
guarantees against reaction. The pride, 
rather tliau the welfare of France was 
hurt by her reverses ; her industry, intelli* 
geitce, rich soil, and tine climate remained, 
and, aideil by these, she speedily rallied 
under her misfortunes. If the viar had 
left her weak, her neighbours were not less 
HO. All exhibited symptoms of exhaustion, 
aud none inoro than that power to wliich 
the rest had been accustomed to look for 
unstinted resources. Britain fouglit and 
paid for the general interests of Kuiope, 
and the chief retiira has been envy of her 
riches and commercial greatness. 

Jun* 2. The prince-regent increased the 
knights of the order of the bath, dividing 
them into three classes ; 72 grand crosscSj 
180 Mights commanders, and an unlimit^’" 
number of companions. 
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8. luttflli^euce of the peai‘e coucluded 
'm Europe nut having been received, the 
war between the En^linh and Americans 
continued, and the vicinity of New Oi leane^: 
was the scene of a sharp conflict. The ' 
Americans, under general Jackson, had 
taken up a strong position wiihin silt 
miles of the city, having a canal in front, 
their right resting on the Mississippi, and 
their left on a thick wood. Thu British 
advanced to the attack in face of a de- 
structive fire from every point of the 
enemy's line, in the midst of whicl^ general 
Pakeuham was killed, and generals Gibbs 
and Keene wountled. Disordered by these 
disasters, the troops retreated, with the 
loss of 2000 killeu, wounded, and pri- 
soners. 

lo. The American ship President, com- 
modore Decatur, captured. It closed a 
naval war with America, which had been 
conducted on both sides with great spirit 
and enterprise. 

IS. The remains of Louis XVI. and 
(|iieen Antoinette exhumed, and deposited 
w.th much ceremony in the cathedral of 
St. Denis. 

31. A duel at Bishop’s-court between 
counsellor O'Connell and Mr. D'Esterre, 
in which the latter was killed, it arose 
from Mr. O Camiiell having called the cor- 
}»oration ol Dublin a “ corpora- 

tion which Mr. D Ksterre thougVit fit, 
as a member therciif, fo resent. 

/->/». 9. Parliamentary session began. 

17. Mr. Frederick llobiosoa b ought 
forward his resolutions on the corn-trade ; 
the scope of which was to prohildt the 
I'liportation of whe.it, when the price was 
uiiiler 80j. a-(piarter. They became the 
foundation of a law, which excited much 
popular discontent, and was wholly inetli- 
cacions ; for an unusually ubundaiit har- 
vest at home reduced the price below the 
standard, leaving the tanner to struggle 
with the ditlicuities resulting from clieup 
bread and high rents. 

19. Caud\, the capital of Ceylon, taken 
the British troops, under general 
Brownrigg. 

23. Tne union of Belgium with Hol- 
land effected, under the guarantee of the 
ailed sovereigns ; and in cunse<pience the 
prince of Orange assumed the regal title. 

28. Tuiiuilts in the metropolis, on ac- 
count of the edrn bill: they continued 
upwards of a week, and at one time bore a 
serious aspect, but were 4 uelied by the 
intervention of the niilitary. 

Mar, I. Buonaparte laude<l at Cannes, 
in Proftjnce, with about 1000 followers, 
I*'rench, Corsicans, Poles, Neapolitans, and 
Klbe!»e. At fiist no disposition appeared 
lo join the invader, and a party of his 
guards, whom he sent to take possession 
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of Antibes, were made prisoners by the 
governor. Advancing rapidly towards 
Grenoble, he was joined by colonel La- 
bedoyere, who commanded the 7th regi- 
ment of the line, and had been sent to 
oppose him. The impulse thus given, in 
a manner, decided the contest At Lyons, 
which he reached on the 10th, he was 
received with enthusiasm. He wrote to 
marshal Ney, who was posted at Lous le 
Soulnier, with 12 000 men, to come and 
join him. The marshal had volunteered 
his service to Louis XVIIL, and promised 
to bring Napoleon, like a wild beast in 
a cage, to Paris.” Carried away by the 
impulse of the moment, he went over to 
his old companion in arms, and forthwith 
issued a proclamation to his troops, in- 
forming them that the cause of the Bour- 
bons was for ever lost. This step was 
decisive. Buonaparte's reinai >ing pi ogress 
was an uninteriupted trinniph. A show 
of resistance was made at Melon, and a 
body of troops and national guards were 
assembled, under the coiriinaiul of Mac- 
donald. In the afternoon an open car- 
riage was seen advancing at full gallop 
through the forest of Fontainbleau, at- 
tende.i only by a few hussars— it was 
Napoleon, who, leaping out, was soon in 
the midst of the ranks drawn up to oppose 
him. Criesof •* Vive I'empereur I” renitite 
uir. At nine in the evening o( the 20th, 
he reached the Tmleries. 

13. The allied sovereigns declared that 
Buonaparte had placed himself out of the 
pate of civil and social relations, and, as a 
distiiroer uf the general tramiuillity, had 
rendered himself iiable to the public ven- 
geance. 

19. Louis XVTIl. withdrew from Paris, 
and established his court at Ghent. 

20. Lord Cochrane, who had escaped 
from the king's bench, was arrested in the 
house uf commons, and carried back to 
prison. 

2o. By a treaty concluded at Vienna, 
(heat Britain, Russia, Austria, and Prussia, 
bound themselves to inaint.iin the treaty 
of P.ins, May 30, 1811; and for that pur- 
pose each to keep in the field l.')0,00U meu. 
and nut to lay down their arms tihBuona- 
parte should be deprived of the power of 
exciting disturbances. 

W/w. 4. Buonaparte addressed a circular 
to the ):'airopean sovereigns, announcing 
his accession to the Fiench throne, and 
the depaiture uf the Bourbons. He re- 
ceiveil no answer ; by some.bis letter was 
fetunieil unopened. 

5, An East ludiaman burnt, in conse- 
quence of a c.iudle setting fire to^a cask of 
rum; in less than an hour she sunk, 20 
lives were lost. 

6. Disturbances at the depot, Dartmoori 
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The Ameiican prisoners attempted to 
escape ; and, armed with knives, attacked 
the guard, who were compelled to fire, and 
killed seven and wounded thirty-five. A 
p)roner s inquest brought in a verdict of 
justifiable homicide. 

23. Buonaparte published what he en- 
titled << an additional act to the consti- 
tution of the empire.’* It was to be sub- 
mitted to the free acceptance of France, 
and contained every safeguard to liberty 
that could be desired in a mixed monarchy. 
Had such an instrument been a voiuntar}' 
emanation from him, in the height of his 
power, and not extorted by his present 
exigencies, he might have been confided 
in. and ranked among illustrious legis- 
lators. 

May, Dkfkat of Murat. — The king 
of Naples was of the number of those who 
deserted the French emperor after the 
battle of Leipsic, in 1814. and formed an 
alliance with Austria. Murat was a brave 
soldier, but fickle, restless, and void of 
pol.tical wisdom. Pending the territorial 
arrangements of the Vienna conirress, he 
felt some unea>iness respecting his own 
kingdom; and it subsequently appeared 
that Talleyrand had propuseu to the Eng- 
lish mmistry, who were bound to him by 
treaty, a joint attack upon Naples. Of 
Buonaparte’s landing in France he was 
apprised, ami approved of the undertaking; 
but he threw otf the mask prematurely. 
Hearing of Napoleon's triumphant entry 
into Lyons, he at once commenced hosti- 
lities against Austria, issuing a proclama- 
tion asserting the iiidepemlence of Italy. 
At first he was successful, btit was speedily I 
overpowered by the superior force of his • 
antagonist. Driven from Italy in -May,! 
and separated from Madame Murat, he ' 
offered his services to Napoleon, which ! 
were declined, and he then withdrew into 
Consica. Collecting in this inland a lew i 
men as desperate as himself, he made a 
ranh (ie>cent on the coast of Calabria. I 
Proceeding to a vil.age, he attem]ited to 
raUe the people in hi» favour, by addressing 
them as their kiHg. The eficct, however, 
was to bring upon him the whole popula- 
tion of the district: he ami his fniiowers. 
after a sharp action, were sunoniided and 
made prisoners. Murat was tried by a 
military cummissiuti, and shot October 
16th. 

23. Lud Keith laid the first stone of 
SouthwurK-hridge ; John Keniiie was the 
architect. 

Arguelies, a distinguished menilier of 
the Spanish corteSyComuelled by Ferdinand 
to ser/e as a private soldier. 

Junt 1. The grand ceremonial of the 
Champ de Mar»i which took place with all 
the pageantry of a Paiisiaii spectacle. 


Its business was to declare the national 
acceptance of the additional act to the 
constitution. Napoleon made a speech, 
beginning — Emperor, consul, soldier, I 
hold all from the people;” and then took 
the oath to the constitution. He distri- 
buted the eagles among the troops, who 
swore to defend them at the hazard of their 
lives, amidst cries of ^'tve temp^reur, 

2. By an explosion of foul air, in a 
coal-mine, near Newhattle. in the county 
of Durham, 70 persons perished. 

3. Tha legislative body met. Its ad- 
dress, and the answer of NapoIe<m, show 
that entire confidence did not subsist be- 
tween the two parties. ‘‘The seductions 
of prosperity,” said the emperor, •• are not 
the danger which menaces us at present. 
It is under the Caudiae forkx that foreign- 
ers wish ti> make tis pass.” 

8. .\ new confederation amongst the 
German states was concluded at Vienna, 
by which a general diet, compiised of 
representativi sfroin each state, was formed 
to manage the atiiiirs of the confederal loii, 
and a variety of regulations adnpted f r 
the preserv'atiun of internal tranquil ity, 
and for the re.'.isuince of foreign .iggu s- 
siuii. The presidency of the diet was 
vested in .\ustria, and the miiuber of v<Mes 
limited to seventei n Franki’ort wa-, the 
^•lace fixed for the meeting of the diet. 

12. Napoleon left Pa' is for the army 
in the moming, break! asterl at Soissons, 
sb'pt at Laon, and next day uiri\ed at 
.Avesne. 

14. The army, under the i mined iati* 
lirectii)!! of the French emperor, amounted 
to i*2U, lUO men, with 3’)U pieces of can- 
non. ill an order of the «’ay, issued the 
same evening, he said, ‘‘ the moment h id 
arrived f u every Frenchman who had .i 
heart to conquer or perish.” The idlied 
troup.'i in Flanders were yet traiupiil in 
their cantonments. The Prusso-S.ixun 
.iriny formed the left, the .Anglo lb igim 
army the right. The former was 120.0110 
strong, commanded by tnaNhal Blucher ; 
the laiier 104,000. commande<l hy tln‘ 
duke of Wellington. The liead-qnarieis 
of Blucher were at Namur; »»f Wellington 
at Brussels, 10 leagues oistuiit. 

l.'>. Nupuleun, having driven before him 
the advanced guard of the Prussians, en- 
tered Charleroi. From (Uiarlevoi are tvM» 
roads, one leading to Namur, the otlier. 
through Qn at re- Bras, lienappe, ami V\ a- 
terloo, to Bius.sels, In the evening, at 
11 o clock, the duke of VVellinglnn. '^Im 
was ut a ball, received a second di^'palch 
from Blucher, informing him that the 
French emperor was on his march to 
Brussels, at the head of KiOyOOO men. 
The daiiAi was suspemded, and orders 
issued for osseml^iug the troops. 
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IG. Battle of Lijjiiy, in which Napo- 
leon deteuted Blucher, and forced 1dm to 
retreat to Wa\re. The conilict raged with 
grciit fury, from three in the afteruuun till 
night, and Blucher narrowly escaped being 
made prisuiier. The loss of the French 
was 7000 killed and wounded ; that of 
the Prussians more considerable. On the 
same day there was a sharp action be- 
tween the left of the French, under mar- 
shal Ney, and the Anglo- Belgian army. 
Lord Wtdiingtou had direcied his whole 
army to advance on Quatre-iira-, with the 
intention of succouring Blucher, but was 
himself attacked by a large body of c.ivalry 
and intantry, before his own cavalry had 
joined. The prince of Orange was soon 
overthrown ; but he was supported by the 
Brnnswickers, and the Knglish division 
under gener.il Picton, which arrived in 
great liuste, having marched eight leagues 
that morning. The contest was watinly 
renewed, ami many left dcail on the field, 
among them the duke of Brunswick. The 
4‘2iid Highland regiment was nearly cut 
to pieces by a charge of the French cui- 
rassiers. By the arrival of the tiist tiivi- 
sion of Knglish guards, and .Vltcn's division 
marching in double-quick time^the enemy 
was repulsed. 

18. B.\iti.k of Wateki.oo. — The duke 
of Welliugtou \ui?ised the night ot the Ititli 
at the fa.m of Quatre-Bra**. The retreat 
of Blucher to \\avie compelled tiie uoke 
to make a conesponding letiogiade niove- 
nunt, in Older to keep up a commuuicatitm 
uith tile Pruiisiaiis, and to retiie oil the 
I /"til towaids Waterloo, The chain of 
Ji ights occupie.l liy ihe Anglo Belgic 
a: my, two miles in trout of the village of 
\\ <aei luo, crossed the btgh rviarls Uaumg 
troiri Charleroi and Nivelle to BrusNel.'*, 
and which toads united at the hamlet of 
Mont St. Jean, in the lear uf the Brdisn 
I tcsition. 'rile right wing exteiuled to a 
ravine; between lire right and the centre 
• ay the house ant! gartieii of lluuguuiiioiit. 
wnicli Were occ^ied in force. The left of 
the Centre was covered by the farm of La 
Haye, beyond which the British distantly 
coiiuiiuuicatetl with the Prussians, at 

avre. The cavalry, in three lines, 
g'laifled the rear of the troops, which ex- 
u iuletl three miles, ('onfr uiting the posi- 
tion of the allies was a chain of heights, 
I'Cj aiated by a ravine, half a mite in 
1 rrudih Upon this opposite chain uf 
heights Napoleon arrayed his forces, 
having La Belle Alliance in his rear, 
riiey were in six parallel hues; the two 
Grst of infantry, luiving light cavalry at 
the wings ; the thiid and fourth of cuiras- 
siers; the filth and sixth of tlie cavalry of 
the guard, with the infantry of the guard 
^ bltle ill the rear of the ^ix lines. The 


emiieror, having rode through the lines, 
and given his last orders, placed himself 
on the heights of Kossome, whence he had 
a complete view of the two armies, amount- 
ing to about 90,00(1 men on each side. 
About ten o'clock the battle began by a 
Aerce assault on Hougouinoiit : it was 
taken and retaken several times, being 
bravely defended by the English guards, 
who parted with their blood dearly, and 
remained masters of the po:»uion. At the 
same time the French kept up a heavy 
cannonade against the whole line, and 
made repeated charges, with heavy masses 
of cuiras&iers. supported by close aoluinns 
of infantry. Tuey were rectuved by the 
allies, formed into srpiaivs ; and the artil- 
lery being skillul.y planted, told effec- 
tively, Despairing ot inasteniig Hoiigou- 
munr, the enemy made a desperate attack 
on lai Ilaye, which was resolutely de- 
fended by the Scotch regiments and Uatio- 
verians, hut was cari i* d at the point of the 
bayonet. Animated by this success, they 
renewed their etlorts on ilie Bntiish centre. 
Cli.iiges of infantry and cavalry followed 
thick on each other, With astonishing per- 
tinacity. Ill bringing up his division, tiie 
brave sir Thomas Picton was shot through 
the head. A grand charge of British 
cavalry ensued, which for a loumeut swe]it 
everything befoie it; but assailed in its 
turn by masses of cuirassieis and Polisli 
lancets, ii was forced back. a. id in the 
sir Wdliam Ponsoiiby and oilier 
gallant ofHceis were slam. It was now 
four o'clock. Masters of La H iy'e, tiie 
Freiicli k'gaii to clear the ground in its 
rear towards St. Jtau; ami Woliingtoii 
himself felt so hard pressed, that he was 
heard to say, •* I wish ti (to<1 night or 
Blucher would co iie.’^ A Caunuiiaile was 
heard on the extreme left. — it was the 
corps of Billow, which had been kept back 
three hours in the pas^age of a defile. 
Against this new foe Napoleon despatched 
Count Lobaii, while he prepared, by one 
last efl’ort, to overwhelm the British, hefore 
effectual succour couhl reach tliem. At 
seven in the evening he brought foiward 
the imjKuial guards, sustained by the l»e.>t 
regiments of horse and foot, aiiutl shunts 
uf / iec /Vw/iercwr, ami Hourislies of mai- 
tial music. Some disonier, hoivever, oc- 
citiring in the Cidumns as they advanc»d, 
ow mg to tue eagerness of the movementdhe 
British commander seized the favourable 
juncture, and promptly directed a countti 
charge. This was so unexpected, that 
panic seized the advancing French, ami 
almost before the bayonets crossed, tiieso 
Veteran wariiois fled in ctmlusion, despite 
ot e\ery ttf'. rt ot the gallant .Ney to ral.y 
his flving bands. .At the same instant the 
Prussians, who had arrived m full force, 



BRITISH CHRONOLOGY, 


m 


falling on (he flank and rear of the enemy 
completed the victory. NapuleoU) observ- 
ing the recoil of his columns on all sides, 
and the remediless confusion around him, 
said| ** It is all over,’* and retreated across 
the flelds. They tvere pursued by the 
victors till long after dark ; when the Bri- 
tish, who hud been iitidt r arms during the 
whole of the preceding tempestuous night, 
overcome with fatigue, halted, and left the 
further pursuit to the Prussians. The task 
was well performed, and nothing could be 
^ more complete thau the discomfiture of the 
routed army : all their camp equipage, 
artillery, ainl even the private carriage of 
Napoleo*!!, wore abandoned. Exclusive of 
the slaughter in and after the battle, 7000 
prisoners were taken. The loss of the 
allies was great; that of the British and 
Hanoverians alone amounted to 13,000. 
Tile British officers sutlireii severely ; two 
generals anti four colonels fed in the field, 
and nine generals and live colonels were 
woundetl ; among them lord Uxbridge, 
who had fought bravely, and was wounded 
with almost the last shot of the enemy. 
Such in its main circiiinstances was the 
great battle of Waterloo; the most gal- 
Lintly and sc.entitically contested, and the 
most important in its results of any on 
recMird. 

*21. Buonaparte returned to Paris, The 
loi^islativc body had assembled, and de- 
viated its sittings permanent. Having 
tent for Benjamin Constant in the evening, 
Napoleon learnt that there was a dispo* 
Mtiun to depose him, which he anticipated 
next day, by announcing that his ** puii- 
tjcal life was terminated, and that he re- 
sigiiod ill (avour of his son, Napoleon II." 
A provisional government was forthwith 
appointed, consisting td' Carnot, louche, 
(Tieiiier, Cauliiicourt, and Quineite ; and a 
commission despatched to treat with the 
allied armies. 

A general illumination in Londtm. 

20. The allied armies, under W« lliogtuii 
and Blucher, invested Pans. Napuleoii 
left Malmaisou for Rochefort, intending to 
embark for America. Just before he set 
out, Buonaparte was guilty of the \ve,ik< 
ness of sending a message to tlie provi-i 
sional government, ofl'eiiiig to take the | 
commaiul of the army as general, 

Mif 3. Marahal Davuust. the com- 
mander i>f the French army, concluded a 
couveii Lou With lord Wellington and mar 
ahal Bmcber. It stipulated that Paris 
should be evacuated iu three days by the 
French army, wh.ch should retire beyond 
the Loire; and all individuals now rest' 
dent in the capital should enjoy their 
rights and liberties, without being dis- 
turbed or called to account, either for the 
lituationa they may have held, or as to 
their condui t or foUtical ofnimno'' 


fi. Louis XVIII. made lii.s public entry 
into Paris, amidst cries of f^ive h roi! 

Died, on the Gth instant, in his 55th 
year, by his own hands, Sauuri. Whit- 
BKKAi), M. P., a gentleman of superior 
energy and abilities, and highly popular 
from the patriotic objects to which he had 
directed the exercise of his powers. A)> 
though not of the patrician order, he hud 
many years been a leading member of the 
house of commons, and esteemed one of 
the most shrewd, investigative, and vigorous 
opfioneuts of the Piit ministry. He con* 
ducted the impeachment against lord Mel- 
ville, and was a whig, hut often acted 
according to his own views, iude|>endei)tiy 
of party. His melancholy death wus 
ascribed to aberration of intellect, produced 
by over-anxious attention to business. 

11. Parliament prorogued by a speech, 
chiefly referring to the successful termiii.i- 
lioii of the war. 

Towards the end of the session a ines. 
sage was delivered from the prince regent, 
announcing the marriage of the duke of 
Cumberland with the princess of Saiins 
Bruiiiifels, relict of the late prince, and 
daughter of the duke of Mecklenburg 
Strelitz, brother to (]ueen Charlotte. The 
union wus displeasing to the tpieeii. and 
the house, eitlier IVoin a similar mom! tv- 
pugnance. or disliki* to the duke, negativ e<l 
a grant for a marriage portion, by i lij to 
1*25 voices. 

14. The house of a maker of fire-w'orks 
ill Spitulfields exploded, and eight persons 
killed. 

16. Buonaparte, who had been living at 
Rui hefort since the 3rd, finding it impos- 
sible to elude the Ihdtish cruisers, went 
voluntarily on board the Bellerophon, 
taiii Maitland. Prior to this, he had smigiit 
to stipulate for a free passage, or to sm 
render on conditions, hut neither could I e 
conceded. From the Bellerophoii he nd- 
diessed the following letter to the piince 
regent: — “Exposed to the factions which 
divide my country, and tctfj^ho husiility oi 
the greatest jioweis of EiUiUie, 1 have 
closed my political career. 1 come, like 
Theinistocle>, to .seek the hospitality (»f 
the British nation. 1 place myself Ui;<Icr 
he protection of their law’s ; winch I claim 
rom your royal highness, as tlic inoM 
puwertul, the most constant, and the ino-'t 
generous of all my enemies.’* Even the 
flattery, to which Napoleon deticended in 
this epistle, tailed to j>rocure for him an 
answer from the regent. 

20. Elizabeth Penning who had Iwen 
coiivicteil, Apiil lOth, of an attempt to 
IHiison her master and mistress, was exe- 
cuted at Newgate. S>he protest! d her 
iimoceMe to the last, and the inultitnds 
were so convinced of the malice ot her 
prose :utors, that they broke their w»u- 
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dovs : a vast concourse attended her 5. By a treaty concluded with Russia, 
iuneral on the Slst. ^ the Ionian islands were placed under the 

28. The Belgic prelates, in an address protection of England, 
to the king ot the Netherlands, complained 20. Skcono Tukaty of Pakis. — The 
that the ecjual favour promised to all re- failure of Napoleon's enterprise subjected 
ligions, in the new constitution, was incon- France to great humiliation. The master- 
sisteut with catholic supremacy. They pieces of art deposited in the gallery of 
further admonished the king that it would the Louvref and the trophies of so many 
alienate the hearts of his subjects, “ with victories in distant regions, were reclaimed 
whom attachment to the catholic faith by their former owners. Venice received 
is stronger than in any other country in back the famous Corinthian horses ; 
Europe.” ^ Florence the Venus of Medicis; and Rome 

31 « By the explosion of a locomotive the Apollo Belvidere. By treaties and. 
steam-engine at Newbattle, 57 persons conventions sigjied at Paris, on the 20tb, 
were killed and wounded. the allies were indemnified for their recent 

Aug. 7. Buonaparte transferred to the exertions by cessions of territory, and in 
Northumberland, admiral sir George Cock- »ecuniary contributions. For the first, 
burn, which sailed next day, for St. ‘ertaifi alterations in the frontier between 
Helena: Napoleon vehemently protested France, and Belgium, and the Rhine* were 
against the injustice ot his banishment to ret^uired, not considerable in extent, but 
this island, alter voluntarily surrendering inportant, from leaving a free passage 
himself to the hospitality of the British nto the heart of France. Fur the secoini, 
nation. He was accompanied in his exile the payment of 200,000,000 of fiuncs to 
by general Bertrand, j..as Casas, general be divided among the allies. In order to 
Guurgaud, and count Montholou. retain hold on the French, seventeen forti- 

19. Colonel Labedoyere, having been fied towns and cities were to be delivered 
found guilty of treason, in joining Na- up to the allies, to be held in trust for five 
poleoii, at Grenoble, was shot on the plain years, by an array of occupation of 150,000 
of Grenelle. men, to be maintained at the expense of 

Srpt. 19. General Porlier attempted to France. Such were the bitter fruits of the 
excite an itisunectioii in Gallicia, against hundred day's reign of Napoleon, and the 
Ferdinand Vll.; filling in his enterpiise terms on which France was permitted 
he was shot at C'orunna. to retain her nationality. 

26, A treaty or compact signed at Paris, Dec. 7. Marshal Ney shot pursuant to 
by the emperors of Russia and Austria, his sentence in the gardens of tlie Luxern- 
and the king of Prussia, declaring their burg. He died nobly. The marshal had 
resolution to make cliristianity the basis relied on the faith of the capitulation of 
of their actii -domestic and foreign Jidy 3rd, aiul made a direct appeal to the 
They affirmed their delegation, by Pro- duke of Wellington ; but the duke gave it 
videuce, to govern three branches of one against him, affirming that the object of 
and the same Christian nation.” The the capitulation was limited to the *• pre- 
piiuce regent was invite<l to become a vention of any measure of severity, under 
party to the “holy ai.i.ianlk,” but he X\\v^ military iiuthorittj of those who matle it. 
contented himself with e.xpressing his This evasive interpretation ivas the death- 
approval of Its tendency. w'arraul of the gallant Frenchman. 

30. A ie luw at Queexiborough, having M. Lavalette. the post-master-general 
left his Wife and family, was hiken and under Buonaparte, and who htud lueii con- 
ordered to be Hugged. As no one could be demned to die, escaped from prison dressed 
found to flog him, the mayor himself per- , in the clothes of Madame Lavaleite. 
formed the duty. j Lord Cochrane sentenced to pay lOlV. 

Oct. 15. Buonaparte landed at i>t. ^ for escaping from the king's-bench 
Helena. i prison. It was paid by voluntary siibsci ip- 

‘-iil. Great riot at Sunderland, the . lion, not exceeding one penny each, 
sailors refusing to let the 'ulliers proceed | 26. Eaton, a noted pedestriiin, finished 

to sea, till their demands for higher wages* his task on Hlackheath, of walking iUH) 
were complied with: the military were! miles in 1100 successive hours, 
called in, ami the tombinati ni dissolved! Annual Ohituauy. — George Ellis, 
by the apprehension of the juesident and j F.RS., 70, author of “ Specimens ot early 
committee. 'English Poetry.” William Nicholson, 

25. Waterford cathedral damaged by fire. 57, many years editor of the •• Philo- 
• 'U. A fire at the Mint, in the tower, sophical Journal.” Wi liam Ilutt. n. 
which destroyed the new machinery: F. A.S.. 92, author of a History “tlhi 
damage estimated at 80,0004 mingham.'* John Lettsom. M.P.. 71. .m 

Loudon luetitution began build- eminent physician and author ot numerous 

medical and other works. Marshal Ber- 
3 A 
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thief) prince of Wagram, committeil sui- 
cide at Biimberg, by throwing himself 
from a window. Mrs. Abingdon, actress, 84 

PUBLIC STATUTES. XI.1II. TO LVI. OF 
aaoHOB 111. 

43 Oeo. 111., c. 56. Regulates vessels 
conveying passengers to foreign parts, as 
to number, provisions, and medical aid. 

Cap. 58. Prevents malicious shooting, 
cutting, wounding) and stabbing. 

Cap. 59. County bridges and works. 
Cap. 84. Spiritual persons holding farms. 
Cap, 107. Bequeathing proj»erty to 
queen Anns bounty. 

Cap. 158. Issuing 50,000/. for glebe 
houses in Ireland. 

44 Geo. III., c. 43. No person to l)e 
admitted a deacon till he attain the age of 
•J3, nor into priest’s orders till *24 years of 
age. 

4.) Geo. HI., c. 50. For discouraging 
immoderate use of spirits in Ireland. 

('ap. 54. Maintenance and employment 
of the poor. 

46 Geo. Ill , c. 37. Declared unlawful 
for witnesses on trials to refuse answering 
any relevant question that has no tendency 
to criminate them, merely on the ground 
that it may establish u civil debt. 

47 Geo. 111., c. 36. Abolishes the Afri- 
can slave-trade after May ist, 1*507. 

Cap. 13. sess. 2. Insurrection act, pre- 
serving peace in Ireland. 

('ap. 74. Makes the real estates of 
traders liable, after their death, to the pay- 
ment of simple contract, as well as spe- 
cialty debts. 

48 Geo. III., c. 60. Tanners not to be 
shoemakers, curriers, or leather-cutters. 

Cap. 138. Regulating power of com- 
mission of teinds, in augmenting stipends 
of S 'otrh clergy. 

49 (ieo. 111., c. 118. Preventing cor- 
ruption in election of members of par- 
liament. 

Cap. 127. Augmenting salaries of twelve 
judges in England and Wales. 

50 Geo. liJ., c. 117. Account of in- 
crease and diminution of public salaries to 
be annually laid befire parliament. 

51 (ieo. III., c. 1. Regency act; admi- 
nistration of royal authority, and cus.udy 
of the king diirirjg his illness. 

Cap. "b Foi taking a census of the popu- 
lation. 

Cap. 34. Premium to ships employed iu 
the Siiiithern wha^ - fishery. 

(;ap. 55. Penalties </ii printers and pul)- 
lishers of books, without the jirinters 
name. 

Cap, 79. Pauper or criminal lunatics. 
Cap. 122. Commission of inquiry into 
IciNh bogs. 


52 Geo. III., c. 16. Frame-breaking act. 

Cap. 17. Watch and ward ; justices 
appointing rotation of. 

Cap. 102. Registering charitable gifts. 

Cap. 133. Taking a census of popula- 
tion in Ireland. The act was only partly 
carried into effect, and a complete census 
not taken till 1821. 

Cap. 144. Suspending and vacating 
seats of members of parliament, becoming 
bankrupt. 

Cap. 146. MaiTiagcs and births, regis- 
tration of. 

Cap. 147. Repealing allowances of as- 
sessed faxes in respect of number of 
children. 

Cap. 155. For protecting religious wor- 
ship of dissenters. 

(Jap. 162. Preserving peace in disturbed 
counties. 

5.3 (tim). III., c. 40. Repeals power of 
justices to fix wages or prices of work. 

54 Geo. HI., cap, 56. Copyright in 
sculpture casts. 

Cap. I(J8. Biirv nir in’.voolltmaholislu'i!. 

(b'lp 96. Rep(*iU ') Kliz .c. 4, which 
iroliibits exercising trades, unless .served 
an apprenticcsliii) of si'ven years. 

(•ap. 14.'), AUjiishes curriijitiun of blooil. 
except in poison or murder. 

Cap, 146. Punishment in tpuison li- 
mited to drawing on a hurdle, hanging, 
and beheading ; disembowelling and l)urn- 
'ng abolished. 

Cap. 156. Fixes copyright of books for 
28 y ears absolute, and tor the life of the 
author if he survive that period. 

55 (ieo. HI., c. 42. Establishes trial by 
iiry in civil causes in Scotland. 

Cap. 47. Returns of expense and main- 
tenance of the poor. 

(’ap. 57. Exclusive privileges of South 
Sea Company abidished. 

Cap. 128. For establishing telegraph 
stations. 

Cap. 194. Regulating practice of apo- 
thecaries. 

nEVKNUK, DKUT, TAXES, 

The financial hi>tory of the war, front 
1793, to the conclusion of a permanent 
|)i*ace in 1815, may lie clividid into ihuo 
periods. First, the four jears ]nevious to 
1797, during which no great fi-cfil elhnt 
was niitde, and the treusur) was coaductid. 
an in former wars, without any innovaticn 
in rvgord to war-taxes or paper money. 
.Second, the interval from 1797 to 1805, in 
which we had wur-taxes to a consiilerahle 
amount, and an iiiconvcitible papeMnonty, 
but without greatly depreciating one. or 
carryini^ the <»ther to au extreme. Tlimb 
the period from 1805 to 1815, in which the 
supplies raised within the year became 
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enormous, ami the dopruciation of paper, 
particularly after entering into the war in 
Spain, in 1809, augmented greatly finan- 
cial difficulties. 

The sum raised by taxes and loans, 
during the war in 1793, has been already 
stated (p. 634). The subjoined is a cor- 
responding statement fur the war of 


1803 

Yeart, 

Bif Taxes. 

By luoans. 

1803 

£37,679,063 

£15,202,931 

1804 

45,359,442 

‘20,104,221 

1805 

49,659,281 

27,931,482 

1806 

53, 304, ‘2.54 

‘20,486,155 

1807 

58.390,225 

‘23,889,2.57 

1808 

61,. 5.38, 207 

‘20,476,765 

1«09 

6.3,405,294 

23,404,691 

1810 

66,681,366 

‘22,428,788 

1811 

64,763,870 

‘27,416,829 

1812 

63,169.854 

40,251,689 

1813 

66,9-2.5,835 

54,026,822 

1814 

69,684,192 

47,159,697 

1815 

70,403,442 

46,089,603 


£770,962,331 

£388,766,925 


The total money raised by taxes and 
loans, exclusive of 40.612,10f;/.. for the 
service of Ireland, was 1,113,000,000/; 
deducting from this sum an average peace 
expenditure of ‘22,000,000/. for 13 years, 
the cost of the war was ^27, 000, 000/. If 
to this sum be added the expenditure of the 
war of 1793, amounting to 284,214,731/., 
it shows that the French revolutionary war 
cost England 1,111,214,731/., being an 
average yearly expenditure, during ‘23 
years of hostilities, of 48,314,000/. The 
expenditure of the war of 1793 was nearly 
double that of any preceding conttst; and 
the expenditure of the war of 1803 ex- 
ceeded that of 1793 in the proportion of 
more tlian three to one. It is to be ob- 
served, however, that the enormous ex- 
penditure of the latter years of the war 
was swelled by the accumulation of interest 
on the previous expenditure, and the de- 
preciation of the currency amounting, 
after 1810, to full 20 per cent. 


The I'UBi.ic UEHT at the beginning and conclusion of the war of 1803, was 

follows : — 


Principal, Interest, 

£. £. 

Debt ill 1803 (>20.4(i7,r)29 ‘27.043,6 >•> 

J)thi in ISIT) l,12l,407,93(i 43,984.579 


Increase £491,940,407 £16,940,9.54 
The ilvbt did not accumulate so fast in 
the second as in the first period of hosti- 
lities, in the war of 1 803, a greater part 
of the expense was defrayed by the pro- 
ji« rtV’tax. the asse>sed taxes, and other 
supplies raiseil wi*hin the year. In 1815 
the public income, exclusive of Ireland, 
was as follow : — 

Excise . . £23,370,055 

Oustoms • . 11,807.323 

Stamps , . 6,492,8*15 

Clarried forward . .£41,670,1 S3 


Brought forward €41 ,670, 18.3 

Land and assessetl ta.xes 7,911 .9. IS 

Post-office . ‘2,349.519 

Pension!*, Ac. . 32,057 

Hackney coaches and hawkers 50,875 
Hereditary reventies 173.367 

\Y ar customs . ‘2,841, 406 

excise . 6.7.)7,029 

Property-tax . 15,-27,500 

Income-tax . 314 


Lottery 

MiscellanciUH 


327.907 

200,173 


Gross receijit 
Drawbacks and balances 

Actual taxatloa 


77.5n2.26S 

6,429,i2i; 


£71,103,142 


Return of •the annual value, the rate of assessment per pound, and gross assessment 
under the pkopkkty tax, for the year ending April 5ih, 181 5. — (Par/. Pap. Ae. n9. 
•V** 1823.) 

Annual value. 

Lands, tenements, and hereditaments, for every 
*20«. of the annual value '2.T. . . . 60,138,330 

Occupiers of lands. <lweliing-houses, and tene- 
ments, 1«. 6r/. ; Scotland. U. . . • 38,396,143 

Annuities mid dividends arising out of any public 
revenueM. ‘2#. • . • • 28,855,050 

Increase and profits from professions, trade, or 
4ocation.s, 2#. .... .38.310.935 

Bublic offices, pensions^ and stipends, It. 6f/. • ll 44,557 


G ross asses.wu'/ifx. 
£. 

5.923,186 

2,734,4.'i0 

‘2,S>5.50.'> 

S.Wl.USS 




;) A 'i 


Total 


£177,4;>l.t'lj 



724 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY, 


COHMERCB, SHIPPING, AGRICU1.TUHE. 

The progress of commerce, during the 
second period of the war, was eventful, 
and marked by extraordinary* vicissitudes, 
la the interval between 1807 and 1809, 
our supplies of many articles of foreign pro- 
duction were in danger of being abridged 
or entirely cut of. From a great portion of 
the coiitiuent, the anti-commercial decrees 
of Napoleon interdicted all intercourse : 
and after the attack on Copenhagen, Rus- 
sia and Denmark joined the league aghiust 
this country. Tiie orders in council on our 
part, and the nun-intercourse acts and 
embargoes on the part of the Americans, 
destroyed all traffic with the United States. 
Onr exclusion from these markets caused 
great speculative avidity, and the prices 
of hemp, wax, tallow, cotton, silk, and to- 
bacco, rose enormously. There was also a 
rise m the price of agricnltnral produce, 
owing to a decided failure in tl>e crops of 
1809. About the time the markets in 
Enrojw became narrowed for British manu- 
factures, a new field of adventure opened 
in South America, by the emancipation of 
the Spanish colonies. This gave an im- 
pulse to domestic imliistry ; but the ship- 
ments to South America were much be- 
yond the amount of capital the adventurers 
could fairly command, ami still more be- 
yond what the consumption of the places, 
for which the investments were destined, 
could absorb, upon the condition of making 
adequate returns. To support these spe- 
culations the country bankers, and the 
bank of England, increased their issues of 
jiajier. But this prospeiity was ephemeral. 
Ill 1810 prices began to recede ; and in the 
uutiiinn of that >ear, and spring of the fol- 
lowing, there was a mercantile leactioii. 

In 1815 tliere was a second revulsion in 
trade, which aro-ie out of our over-trading 
to the Continent on the overthrow of the 
French emperor. The markets abroad 
being glutted with our coinmodino.s, prices 
led ruinously low, and English luaiiufac- 
'tiires Were sold cri terms that scarcely de- 
frayed insurance and shipping charges. 
In Ilodand the market had been so over- 
stocked, that our maniii'actiires were ac- 
tually chtMj.er than in England. The 
hankers iiad in tliis, as in the former in- 
stance, fostered the spirit of < ver-sjiecula- 
tiou, an ' iiian^ of them became bankrupts. 


Notwithstanding these vicissitudes, the 
commerce of the kingdom increased in the 
second as in the first period of the French 
war. The average official value of our ex- 
ports in the nine years of the war of 1793 
was 30,760,000/. The average in ten 
years of the second war, from 1803 to 
181*J, inclusive, was 42,145,000/. The 
following statement shows the tons of 
shipping that cleared outwards, and the 
official value of the cargoes exported iVoin 
Britain between 1802 and 1815. The ac- 
counts for the year 1813 were lost by the 
fire at tlie Custom-house : — 


Years. 

Tonnage. 

Talue of Cargoes. 

1803 

2,019,382 

£31,438,495 

1804 

2,051,13.5 

34,451,367 

1805 

1,900,609 

34,308,545 

1806 

2,053,713 

36,527,184 

1807 

2,050,013 

34,566,571 

1808 

1.654,941 

34,554,267 

1809 

2,230,902 

.50,286,900 

1810 

2,862,801 

45. 869, 859 

1811 

2, 203, .585 

32,409,671 

1812 

2,206,420 

43,243.173 

1813 



1814 

2,417,298 

56,024.229 

181") 

2,759,720 

60,9^3,063 

Aoujcri.TuuK, like 

commerce, unde 


went great vicissitudes, and, lik*.* it, con- 
tinued to atlv.incc in spite of occiiHion.il de- 
pressions, (.)wiiig to the favourable se.i- 
sous of 180l~3, the jirice of wheat fell 
to 3/. a quarter ; a fall which led to the 
corn-law of 1S04, by which the import ot 
foreign wJieat was in a maimer prohibited 
until our own shouhl be at or above 
and taxed till our iavu reached 66s. High 
as these prices then seemed, they were s’lb- 
sequeiitly greatly surpassed, partly fromtiie 
di’precjation of the ciirieucy, the interrup- 
tion of m utial irallic, and a deticieiit h.o vi st. 

In l'^12 and I8l3 wheat rose to 
a (juirler, a rate ill-calculated to prepare 
the farmer for the approaching revuUitin. 
After the peace of 1 8 14, imports co-njie- 
rating witli favouiable seasons, the pritv. «'f 
corn fell rapidly, anil it was in vain pir- 
liament pas.stfd 'in l8l5y a new corn-Ui", 
by which the importation of foreign wln at 
was prohibited till the home-price «1 onr 
own wheat exceeded 80 a'. The market con- 
tinued low, and for a time exposed lu/th 
tire farmers and the public to the evils of 
I sudden traiisiliun. 


The folUjwn.g staii'ment will show the average expimso of farming in England before 
tlie war and i* i increase, up to the last year of hostilities. It shows the expense 
of cultivating 100 acres of arable land, in Fhigland, at three distant jieriods, calcn- 
lated on an average of the returns made to circular letters from th - Board ot Agit’ 
culture, to farmers in different parts of the kingdom 

1/90. 1803. 1313. 

i*. f. r/. £. f. </. _ - r/. 

88 G 3\ 121 2 7* 161 12 

20 M 1^ 26 8 0| 33 17 3^ 


Kent 

Tithe 
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£. t. d. 

Brought forward 109 0 5^ 

Rates . 17 13 10 

Wear and Tear 15 13 5^ 

Labour • 85 5 44 

Seed . 46 4 lOJ 

Manure • 48 3 0* 

Teams • 67 4 10 

Interest . 22 11 11^ 

Taxes • 

Total . £41.1 15 Hi 


1‘RICES, CONSUMPTION, MOUTAI.ITY. 

Prices of Puni.ic Stocks in January ; 
the number of Bankrupts in each year; 
and the avtuage price per quarter of 
IViiKAT at Windsor market : 


Yr. 

3 per Ct, 

fVi, 

India. 

Bks, 

m. 

I.SU3 

70 

187 

212 

901 

60 

1S04 

55 

150 

171 

910 

69 

1805 

.59 

172 

184 

866 

83 

1806 

60 

191 

187 

86:> 

88 

JS07 

61 

212 

182 

1022 

78 

180S 

63 

22.') 

172 

10.)S 

79 

1M)9 

(i6 

240 

182 

1670 

106 

1810 

69 

175 

177 

2000 

112 

isll 

66 

241 

178 

1616 

108 

H12 

62 

230 

181 

1599 

12.S 

1813 

60 

222 

164 

1066 

120 

l8l 1 

6.) 

24.) 

191 

12^5 

85 

1815 

64 

255 

192 

2029 

76 


Cmcri.ATioN of the Bank of England; 
Numl)er of Barrels of Bkkr charge(l to the 
Excise duty in England and Wales; and 
the pounds’ weight of Tka sold at the Sales 
of the East India Company 



Circulation, 

Beer. 

Tea. 


£. 

Barrel 9, 

th,. 

1803 

16,30.5,630 

7,244.303 

•2'i,40l,lf)S 

1^04 

17,115,860 

7,045.193 


ls05 

17,129,785 

7,198,938 


1.SU6 

19.378,795 

7,2l5.2^6 

22,887,530 

1897 

1.8,314,520 

7,309.886 

24.077,824 

1808 

17,650,075 

7,281,603 

2), '.101,451 

1809 

19.558,520 

7,196.010 

2.920,0:)2 

1810 

22,906.795 

7,388,907 

24,958.2.’):-) 

I.SII 

23,323,535 

5,625,426 

2:i.058.4'.)6 

1812 

23,217,605 

7,4.54,263 

24,8:>6.91 4 

1SI3 

24,019.525 

6,8.18,605 

2,5.89r>,00.'i 

1814 

26,584.680 

7,056.744 

29.597,055 

1815 

27,2.55,160 

7,667.846 

‘>7,787..:.J9 


P«ic»i.s of the following articles of con- 
sumption, exclusive of the duty, were as 
follows 

Coft/t^ Cofffe^ Flour, Sugar, Tea, 
pr tihai, prrwt,pr $ack. pr cwt, per Ih. 

1803 37 125 50 30 2U 

1804 37 150 50 41 22 


1815. — [Reuencv.] 725 


£. 

ff. 

d. 


£ s. 

d. 


147 

10 



200 9 



31 

7 

n 


38 19 

2^ 


22 

n 

lOi 


31 2 

104 


lid 

0 

4 


161 12 

Hi 


49 

2 

7 


98 17 

10 


68 

6 

2 


37 7 



80 

8 



134 19 

4 


30 

3 



50 5 

6 



— 



18 1 

4 


547 

10 11^ 


771 16 

4i 


1805 


38 

169 

95 

52 

26 

1806 


36 

170 

65 

41 

22 

1807 


38 

140 

75 

29 

22 

1808 


39 

110 

70 

28 

29 

1809 


45 

120 

80 

50 

24 

1810 


46 

125 

90 

43 

24 

1811 


40 

100 

80 

42 

21 

1812 


39 

85 

100 

42 

23 

1813 


40 

97 

110 

53 

32 

1814 


46 

135 

90 

70 

3.5 

1815 


41 

116 

62 

70 

38 


Newcastle coal ; coffee, the highest 
priced Jamaica; sugar, raw brown Ja- 
maica ; tea, Bohea. Prices are stated in 
shillings, except tea, which is in pence. 

C\TTi.K and Shekp sold in Smithfitdd 
market; with the Ciihisteninc’.s and 
Bu HI Ahs within the London Bills of Mor- 
tality : — 


1>. 

Cattle. 

Sheep, 

Burials. 

Chsigs. 

1.803 

117.551 

787,4.30 

19, .582 

20,943 

1804 

11.3.019 

903,9.10 

17,038 

21.543 

1805 

12.5.043 

812.410 

17.565 

20,295 

1806 

120.2:)() 

858.570 

17.938 

20,380 

1807 

1.34,326 

924,050 

18.334 

19.416 

1808 

144,012 

1,015,280 

19.945 

19.906 

1809 

137,000 

989,250 

16,080 

19.612 

1810 

1.32,1.55 

962,750 

19.893 

19.930 

isll 

125,012 

966,400 

17.043 

20,645 

1812 

133,854 

953,630 

18,295 

2i»,399 

1813 

137.770 

891.240 

17,322 

20,.528 

1814 

135.071 

870.880 

19,783 

20,170 

1815 

124,948 

962,840 

19,560 

23,414 


ARMY AND NAVY. 

Our splendid naval victories during the 
early part of the war, and the failure of 
most of our land expeditions, threw tlie 
array into the back-ground ; but England 
had antecedently established her chum to 
be considered a great military power. I '^e 
continental wars of William III., and tlie 
triumphs of Mailborongli in th**iiext reign, 
proved us powerful enough to take a tore- 
most part on land as well as by sea. In 
peace the military force w as fixed at a low 
scale; the standing army of king Wdhani 
was reduced to 7000 men, and that of 
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George II. did not exceed 17.000, exclu- 
sive of the troops in Irehuid. But the na- 
tion’s strength was shown in the subsequent 
war, when called forth by the energies of 
the earl of Chatham, lu 1702, the last 
year of hostilities, the total number of 
men employed in the army and navy, in- 
cluding militia and foreign troops, was 
337,100 (p. 461). Of this number 51,64;) 
were seamen, and 18,335 marines. Such 
a display of force was very extraordinary, 
considering the population of the kingdom 
at the time, and was hardly exceeded dur- 
ing any period of the French revolutionary 
war. In March, 1804, lord Liverpool de- 
clared in parliament that our army and 
navy, including militia, hut exclu>ive of 
volunteers, was about 400,000 j being more 
than oue in ten of the able-bodied popu- 
lation of the United Kiugiluui. Fruncts 
lie added, had at that time in anus about 
560,000 men, or one iu fourteen of her 
able-bodied itupulatiou. Austria had oti 
foot al>o one mail in fourteen, and Russia 
nearly the same proportion. Prussia was 
the only power whoso military force (^aboui 
‘JI40,0U0y bore, like ours, the pruiKutiun of 
oue in ten to her able-budie<l males. 

After the peace of Paris, in 1703, the 
standing army wms fixed, incliuling the 
troops iu Ireland and in garrisons abruuil, 
at about 40,000 men. It did nut greatly 
exceed this amount after the terimuation 
of the unfortunate contest with the Ameri- 
can colonies. In 1702 the regular military, 
exclusive of artillery and marines, and of 
the Ka:>t liulies, amounteil to 45,212 men. 
The following is a statement of the mili- 
tary force of the empire, regular and irre- 
gular, and of its distribution iu 1702 : — 


In Britain 15,910 

111 Ireland . 12,000 

In colonies 17,323 

ILiyal artilley . 3,730 

Ditto marines 4,4*25 


Total, regulars . 53,397 
Militia disembodied 33,410 

Total, regulars & ir- 

regulars * 

In 1815 the regular force amounted to 
2*20,714 non; rvduced iu l82lto 101,539; 
iu 1834, to 88,519 ; which is nliout the 
present amount of our peace establish- 
ment. 

The Britinli navy at the accession of 
George ill. consisted of 412 sliips, the 
force and distribution of w hich have be»*n 
before stated (p. 460). During part of the 
American war, owing to defective disci- 
pline, the combined fleets of France and 
S^iatn seemed to have an a,scendeucy till 
our previous superiority was restored by 


the victories of admiral Rodney. Napo- 
leon, after mastering the Continent, in- 
dulged the hope of being able to cope 
with us at sea, thereby opening a path for 
a descent on our shores ; but after the de- 
cisive overthrow at Trafalgar, he gave up 
the idea of becoming a naval power. Tlie 
subjoined statements seem to com]<rise the 
chief information necessary to elucidate the 
progress of the army and navy during the 
war. Recruiting continued with unabated 
activity during the whole contest : eitlier 
the alarm of invasion, or the continental 
aggrandisement of the enemy, imposing 
on the country tho necessity of a strung 
and vigilant defensive attitmle. The plan 
of enlisting for limited periods, which be- 
gan in 1806, greatly fuciiituted reciuiting ; 
and, after engaging m the slrngule lor 
Spanish indepeudeiice that united all 
hearts, the augmeiitatiun of the auny was 
popular, and additional impoitaiice became 
attached to the military arm of the na- 
tional strength. 

Total Expense of the Army. Navy, and Oid- 


nance from 1700 to 

1^15, 

inclusive 

— 

1701 

4, 

, 226 

,000 1 

180 4 

30 , 

,85 1 

000 

1702 


,750, 

.000 1 

180.5 

.36 , 

,210, 

oou 

1703 

13, 

.511, 

,001) j 

1806 

37 , 

,706, 

000 

1704 

*20, 

»247, 

.000 ! 

1807 

36, 

, 1 76 

000 

1705 

28, 

,75lj 

,0U0 ' 

1808 

30. 

,778 

000 

1706 

30, 

,165, 

,000 , 

1800 

■12. 

,073 

000 

1707 

27. 

,6<i6. 

,000 ! 

ISIO 

41, 

,246 

000 

1708 

25, 

,0c82, 

,000 ' 

1811 

47, 

.068, 

00 0 

1700 

27, 

.257, 

,000 i 

1.812 

49, 

,7. JO 

000 

1800 

20, 

,61.3 

,000 

1813 

54 

,872 

000 

1801 

‘26, 

,008, 

,000 

lsl4 

60, 

,*230 

000 

1802 

23, 

.121, 

,000 i 

1.815 

43 

*282 

“00 

1803 

21, 

,106, 

,000 1 






Statemeiit of Ships in Commission am! in 
Ordinary in 1702 and 1815: — 

1702. 1815. 


liatct. 

Omt. 

OnL 

Cum. 

Ur,L 

1st. . 

— 

7 

1 

12 

'2nd. 

2 

10 

2 

15 

3rd. 

10 

102 

‘22 

173 

4th. 

5 

16 

*5 

15 

5th. 

14 

70 

50 

100 

6th. 

12 

30 

25 

80 

Small vessels, 

&c. 81 

170 

113 

16" 


MEN OV I.ETTKUS. 

James Beattie, L.L.l)., poet and inisrel- 
laiieous writer, 1735 — 1 ‘>03. ** F.sHay^on 

Truth,*’ 1770; “The Minstrel,’’ L’74: 
*‘ Evidences of the Christian Religion, 
1786. 

Joseph Priestley, L.L.D., F.RS.i philo- 
sopher undalivine, 1733—1804. ** Kssiiy 

on Government,''’ 17 (j 4 ; “ History of Klee- 
tficily,” 1767; “Discoveries relative to 
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Visioni and Colours “ Disqtiisi> 

iiuiis on Matter and Spirit,” 1777; *‘ IIis- 
tojy of the Corruptions of Christianity 
* Letters to a Philosophical Unbeliever •” 
besides various papers in the “ Philosophi- 
cal Transactions,” and a great many theo- 
logical and controversial productions. 
Priestley was a voluminous author, his en- 
tire works amounting to 70 vols., 8vo« 

Rev. W. Gilpin, 1724—1804. ‘‘Lives 
of John Wikclitf, &c.,” 1764; ‘‘ Remarks 
on Forest Scenery “ Exposition of the 
New Testament, * 1790. 

William Paley, D.D., theologian and 
philosopher, 1743 — 1805. “ Elements of 
Moral and Political Philosophy ” 1785 ; 
“ lioroB Paulinas “ View of the Evi- 
dence of Christianity,” 1794 ; “ Natural 
Theology,*’ 1802. 

S.imuei Horsley, L.L.D., prelate and 
mathematician, 1733 — I80(i. “ Power of 
God deduced frem the Solar System,” 
i7ii7; “Apollonius on Inclinations,” 
1770; “ Dissensions of the Royal Society,” 
1784 ; “Biblical Criticisms,*' 4 vtds. 8vo. 

Charles James Fox, M. P , 17 48 — 1806. 
Letter to the Electors of Westminster,” 
17!)3; History of the Early Part of the 
Reign of James 11.’* (Posthumous.) 

John Whitaker, divine and antupiary, 
1759 — 1808. History of Manchester,** 
1771; “Mary, Queen of Scots Vindi- 
iMted,” 3 vols. 8vo., 1787 ; ‘‘Course of 
Hannibal over the Aljis.” 


John Horne Tooke, 1736—1812. “Di- 
versions of Purley,” 1786 ; a second part 
of the “ Diversions,’* in 1805. Mr. Tooke 
was also author of several political pam- 
phlets, and some letters in reply to Junius. 

Richard Cumberland, drama and miscel- 
laneous, 1732 — 1811. “The West-In- 
dian,” 1771; “Anecdotes of Spanish 
Painters ;” Calvary ;*’ “ The London 

Review,” “ The Observer.” 

Richard Person, critic and classical 
scholar, 1759 — 1808. “ The Tragedies of 

Euripides,’* 1795 ; “ iEschylus’s Trage- 
dies “ Letters on the Three Heavenly 
Witnesses, mentioned 1 John, v. 7 ;** 

“ Adversaria; or. Emendations of the 
Greek Poets.” 

Thomas Beddoes, physician and medi- 
cal writer, 1760 — 1808. 

John Home, Scottish divine and dra- 
matist, 1724 — 1808. “Douglas,” 1756 ; 
“ History of the Rebellion of 1745.*’ 

Nevil Maskelyne, D.D., 1732—1811. 
“ The Nautical Almanac,” 1767 ; “ The 
British Mariner’s Guide ;” “ Astronomical 
Observations ” 

John M'Diarmid, 1779 — 1807. “ In- 
(piiry into the Military Defence of Great 
Britain,” I8u3; “Civil and Military Sub- 
onlinatiou “ Livesof British Statesmen.*’ 

Charles Burney, 1726 — 1814. “ Musi- 
cal Tour through France and Italy,” 1771 ; 
“ History of Music,” 1776 ; “ Lilc of Me- 
tastasio,** 1796 ; “ Essay ou Comets.” 


GEORGE 111. A.D. 1816 to 1820. 

The national joyousiicas of war may exceed that of peace, but its joys 
iiro more fallacious, if not criminal. It is a period of exertion, of high 
e xcitement, in which a consciousness of internal maladies is forgotten in 
llie death-struggle for foreign mastery. Moreover, it is a season of 
spending, waste, and reckless prodigality* It is a delirious state — intoxi- 
eiucil by victories, if successful — bursting into rage, or sinking into 
despondency, if defeated. Peace, on the contrary, is less obnoxious to 
extremes. It is a time of quiet, of rcckouiiig up, saving, and forclhouglit. 
Tiic smallest evils that exist are felt ; all that are impending are imagined 
Joid magnified. War atfords a ready excuse for every disorder, eveiy 
public privation, every remedial postpoiiement ; but peace is the ordeal ol 
rulers. Public burdens are nicely weighed, and the pretext for their 
coutiuuuucc scrutinised. Not only is the physical condition of the people 
considered, but their laws, religion, political rights, and even morals, 
become the common topics of investigation. There is leisure for evei v- 
diing, as well as disengaged uilcut, energy, and enterprise. The troubles 
‘Utd entanglements of peace are mostly the bitter fruits of war; hot the. 
glories ot wav can oulv be won by dissipating the blessings peace has 

accumulated 
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Jt was only after the storm had subsided that England became sensible 
of the wounds received in her late tremendous struggle. While hostilities 
lasted^ she felt neither weakness nor disorder. Though a principal in the 
war, she had been exempt from its w^rst calamities. Battles were fought, 
countries were overrun and desolated, but her own border remained unas- 
sailable. Like a spectator viewing securely the tempest at a distance, she 
was only sensible of its fury by the wreck of neighbouring nations, wafted 
at intervals to her sliores. Up to the period of our interference in Penin- 
sular affairs, we carried on the war mostly by deputy ; and the immense 
subsidies by which we hired, in succession, every continental gladiator, did 
not impose a proportionate and immetliatc sacrifice. By the modern device 
of anticipating future resources, a large portion of the burden was thrown 
on posterity ; so that George III. and his contemporaries enjoyed the spnri 
of this royal pastime, leaving to distant ages to bear the cost and in- 
cumbrance. 

The cessation of hostilities, in 1815, was like the cessation of motion in 
a gigantic machine, which has been urged to its maximum velocity. One 
of the first results of peace was an enormous diminution in the war ex|)cnd- 
iture of the government. During the five last years of the war, the public 
expenditure averaged 108,T20,000/. During the five first years of peace it 
averaged (34,660,000/. Peace thus caused an immediate reduction ot 
nearly fifty millions in the amount of money expended hy govenmieiit in 
the support of domestic industry. 

During the war, all our establishments, private as well as public, bad 
been fonned on a large scale, — a scale that suj)posed a power of eonsumi)- 
tion and of payment much greater than was found to exist after the ])e}\ce. 
This was the case, not only in the public offices, but private establishiru iils 
of the most dissimilar character : manufacturers, mercantile, houses, semina- 
ries of education, and a variety of undertakings, almost all of which, whelbor 
in the metropolis or provincial towns, were adapted to a coinmunity in- 
creasing in numbers and its means of e.xpcnditure. In no former contest 
had our military force been so great : the number of militia-men, soldiers, 
and sailors discharged, amounted to between two and three hundred ihou- 
sand, of whom many returned to productive labour, while a considerable 
proportion of manufacturers, perhaps not less than one hundred thousand, 
ceased to receive cmployincnt in preparing clothing, arms, and other 
military stores. Hence a rapid rediindancy of products, and uo less rapid 
fall in w'ages and profits. Similar causes were in operation on the con- 
tinent. Almost all Europe had been in military array, and every country 
felt the sudden cliangc from the disembodying of armies, cessation of govern- 
ment purchases, and surjdus of labourers. The embarrassments of mir 
neighbours augmented our own. Add to this, that our chief customers, the 
United States of America, had suffered so severely from the stoppage of 
their navigation hy the belligerents, as to be far less able to pay for our 
goods than before the ruinous Orders in Council. Our foreign trade, 
more f rom irregularity of payment than diminution of amount, failed to 
prove ail efficient source of relief ; and internal distress was augmented hy 
the immense number of absentees, who, as travellers or as residents on the 
continent, expended large sums abroad, when most wanted at honic. 

Transitions, whether from peace to war or war to peace, invariably pro- 
duce derangem< nts, if not aggregate loss, in the economical relations ot the 
community. In the first, there is the abantlonmcnt of various orojects o 
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improvement, as*roads, canals, bridges, and buildings; and of undertakings 
in commerce, agriculture, and manufactures, that depend on a low rate of 
interest, and moderate price of labour : in the last are the derangements 
just alluded to, of soldiers and seamen discharged, foreign colonies rclin- 
(juished, manufactures, suited to a state of war, suspended, workmen and 
capital put out of employment, and the public loaded with enormous debts, 
ami the maintenance of reduced placemen, and naval and military siiper- 
immerarics. 

During the war, the country was in the state deemed most cheerful and 
animated, namely, the progressive, not the stationary, which is dull, nor 
the retrograde, which is melancholy. Employment was abundant, both for 
capital and industry. All incomes, except those fixed by law, were in- 
creasing, and every one seemed growing rich. Wages and salaries, profits, 
rents, and tithe, were all on the advance. Much of this prosperity was 
fallacious, arising from the cxpcndituic of borrowed money by govern- 
ment, and the depreciation of the currency ; hut it was not less eirectivc 
than real in producing gtmcral intoxication. Owing to these causes, in- 
C(nnes increased faster than wealth, generating expensive habiis among all 
classes, which were reluctantly abandoned on the return of peace. It must 
not, however, be inferred that capital did not increase as well as income 
during the war. It certainly did. Our unrivalled industry and mecha- 
nical improvements were, more than a match both for the prodigality of 
the people and their rulers ; and the capital of the country increased enor- 
mously, tliough not so fast, nor on so solid a foundation, as in the siibsc- 
(pient reign of George IV. 

The diiiicultics of the first years of peace were augmented by unfavo\ir- 
able harvests. That of 1815 was rather above the average ; but in 181 G 
there was a great and general deficiency. In 1817 and 1818 the crops 
did not exceed an average. During these two years the average price of 
wheat was 89^. a quarter. The high ])rice of provisions, comhim d with 
die low w'ages produced by scarcity of cmploynient, caused very general 
discontent, especially in the manufacturing districts. 

Upon these elements the political agitation wc arc about to notice began 
to work. In times of industrial prosperity the masses take little inti rcst 
ill public allairs ; their <lifrercnccs arc with their employers. Encouraged 
by the deniaud for labour, they seek by combination to extort higher 
wages. Tlie struggle continues till high prices and overstocked markets 
produce a mercantile revulsion : then workmen arc discharged, wages 
lowered, and masters recover their ascendency. It is in this state of 
* depression that workmen begin to listen to representations of public 
grievances. Republican writings increase in circulation ; abstract theories 
of government are propounded ; and the etpial right of all to sliare in 
political franchises is lioldly asserted and readily believed. bile die 

popular excitement lasts the propertv -classes keep aloof, having no wisli 
to countenance opinions incompatible with their present immunities; and 
tlic aristocratic p»)liti(’ian8 of all ])arties cither combine against the common 
fnemy, or suspend the agitation of their mutual ditfereuces. 

This was the state of the country in 181G : in the metropolis and in the 
'northern counties there were vast assemblages of people in the o]>en lur, 
fiut they wore unattended by the rich and inlhirntial. orking men 
t'allcd the meetings, drew uji resolutions, and made speeches inciting torlli 
tfie evils of iion-reprcseiitation, of libcrticide wars, ot the pressure ol ta.xcs 
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levied on the industrious, to be squandered in cxtravagemt salaries, sine- 
cures, and unmerited pensions — for all which the remedy prescribed was a 
RADICAL REFORM of tlic housc of commons, on the basis of universal 
suffrage, annual parliaments, and vote by ballot. Of such doctrines tliere 
were supporters in parliament, namely, sir Francis Burdett, lords Folke- 
stone and Coclirane, and Mr. Ilobhouse ; out of it, the chief leaders were 
Major Cartwright, sir C. Wolseley, and Messrs. Cobbett, Wooler, Hunt, 
Hone, and Sherwin. 

At this period the government was directed by men unswayed by high 
])rinciples, of secondary abilities, and meanly subservient to the will of the 
prince regent. The popular demands were met with haughtiness and 
insult. Coercion, in lieu of conciliation, was determined upon : the Habeas 
Corpus Act was suspended ; suspected persons imprisoned ; the press 
silenced by persecutions; victims were sought to be obtained by stretching 
the treason-laws ; and the metropolis and the provinces overrun witii 
government spies, who acted a diabolical part. 

Klated by the triumph over Napoleon, a course of foreign policy was 
pursued, inimical to the solid interests of the country, and which required 
tlie maintenance of a large military establishment in the time of peace. A 
standing force of 176,000 men Avas dcmaiided in 1816, when then* did 
not exist the most distant danger from any external enemy. In the specrli 
of the regent, the ‘‘ security of the country” was not, indeed, the only 
reason assigned for this enormous army. It was also “ to l)e suit aide, to 
its station and high character among the European powers.” There w.is 
neitlier the ainI)ition of J.«<jnis XIV., the maintenance r)f the balance of 
powTr, nor the interests of the electoral dominions to plead ; so a novel 
pretext was discovered. It was not the safety of ourselves or neighlM)nrs 
that was sought, but military ostentation. Not satisfied with maritime 
supremacy, wc sought territorial distinction. The aim .‘^ecnicd to he to 
make a Germanised military figiiic, to become a leading military, as wcl 
as naval power ; and the thirst of universal empire, imputed to the Frciicli 
emperor, was imbibed by the British ministry. 

Tlioiigh the policy of government was unpopular, tlic political cflcr- 
vcsceiice subsided towards the close of 1817. This was partly occasi«>iicd 
by the revival of trade, and partly by ministerial coercion. The fall of 
jirices having quickened the consumption of commmlities, they begun 
gradually to rise from their miniinuin depression, by wliich mamifacturing 
industry and commercial enterprise were stimulated. Under the suspen- 
sion of the Habeas Corpus Act, the leading reformers were imprisoned, 
or awxd into prudential silence. Popular alarm subsided by the exphisioii 
of the rspionnufje sysUmi^ it having been tliscovcred that (llivcr, (Jjistles, 
Edwards, Franklin, and other agents of the Homc-ollice, had been the chid 
fomenters, by speeches and writings, of the seditious acts in the metropolis 
and the nor thern counties. The experiment, however, of the masses to 
effect political reforms, by their own unaided clforts, had entirely failed. 
Upwar s. of a million and a half of persons petitioned f(»r universal suHiagc 
and annuiJ pui hamcnts, but their prayers were unhecdetl by the legislatnre. 
They excited no debate, nor hardly an ol)scrvalit)n. Unsupported hy the 
intelligence and prope rty of tiie community, the petitioners were felt to he 
puweilcss, uikI their aims impracticable, (iovcrnmeiit, on this as on torincr 
occasions, wa» strengthened by violence, aiu^ an old le>»soii was a third 
time repeated. In 1780 parliuinentary reform, as wc have seen, was just 
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Oil the eve of acepraplishment, by a combined effort of the middle and 
upper ranks, when the end was frustrated, and all desire for it ceased, 
through the intervention of the riots of lord George Gordon. A dread of 
the ascendency of the multitude was diffused among tlie wealthy, and they 
shrank back dismayed from all co-operatiuu in p«)iitical changes. A similar 
re-action ensued in 1193, differing from the former only in the fact, that 
one originated in religious, the other in political zeal. “ Toryism,” says 
Mr. Cooke, “ never was so strong ; Whiggism, nay, democracy, never was 
so weak, as whilst Thclwall was haranguing from his tribune, Gerald 
declaiming among the friends of free debate, and Condorcct congratulating 
the Corresponding Society that the throne of George III., founded on 
t^ophistry and error, was nearly sapped through by republican truths.”* 
Ill a s:orm, or when one impends, the pilot is looked up to as a god, though 
ut other times lie is treated, as he may deserve to be, as an indifferent 
character and unworthy associate. 

In 1818 the couniry was pros])crous and tranquil. Such was the 
nq)reseiitHtion of the regent’s s[)eech on the meeting of parliament. The 
^<t^lte-|)ri»oners were permitted to return to their families, and ministers 
ol)tained a bill of indemnity, to protect them against the penalties of illegal 
acts committed during the suspension of the Halicas Corpus Act. It was a 
transitory gleam that soon ended in gathering clouds, and the old yoke- 
fellows, commercial difficulties and political discontent, re-appcared on the 
scene. Towards the end of the year prices, which had obtained a consider- 
ahle elevation, lx*gan to re(‘cdc, and the usual consequences followed — 
numerous bankruptcies, the destriiciion of priva c credit, and scarcity of 
ein[)loymcnt in the maniilactiiring districts. The itinerant orators who 
had recently escaped from the ilnngeons of the Secretary of State, resumed 
their tours of agitati(»n, and the cheap political pamphlets, which contained 
tlie diagnosis and cure of social maladies, rapidly increased in number and 
circulation. In the summer of 1819 the popular excitement was extreme. 
A I the chief towns in Lancashire, Yorkshire, and the. north-west of Scot- 
land, fielil-meetings were held, attended by vast nuiltiludes of work-people, 
who listenetl to vehement harangues, descriptive of their wrongs, and the 
abuse's of the government. Associations began to be formed, delegates 
a}»l»ointed, and the more ardent ])repared for an appeal to physical force, by 
nocturnal trainings in military exercises. At Manchester the project was 
started, and \)artly executed, of proceeding in a body to London, to petition 
the prince regent. At a great meeting in Binninghum, a legislatorial 
attorney” was chosen, by show of hands, for the ])nrpose of demanding 
admission into the house of commons, as the legal representative of tlie 
inhahitants. This (wuniple was about being followed by other \»nrt*prc- 
scuted towns, when the public authorities became alarmed, and the toiuleney 
to a general insurrectionary movement arrested by the military execution 
ot the people at Manchester, on the IGth of August, and the passing by 
parliament of the celebrated six acts. 

The details of these cxtTMordinary measures are given in the Occurrences. 
They \vcre strong, went beyond the emergency, and could only have been 
sanctioned by a ministry winch had shown itself more omunoured t>t the 
despotisms of the continent than of the Knglish constiluliou. The massucrc 

Glencoe, in the reign of William 111., formed the only liistoii al parallel 
‘Jnit could he found to the. outrage perpetraLeil by the nnigisir.itcs and yco 
♦ History of Party, vol. iii. p. 112, 
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manry of Manchester. Granting that the meetings of the reformers had 
become dangerous to' the public jjeace ; that they were of an unlawfu, 
character ; they ought to liave been suppressed by a lawful procedure, not 
magisterial violence. Numbers, it was alleged, constituted force — force, 
terror — terror, illegality. The object of the Manchester meeting to petition 
for parliamentary reform was admitted to be legal ; but the numbers that 
assembled, and the manner of assembling in military array, with banners 
and flags, inscribed with threatening mottoes of “Liberty or Death,” cre- 
ating alarm in the minds of the peaceably disposed, were declared to con- 
stitute its unlawfulness. Its illegality, then, ought to have been declared 
beforehand; if that had failed, no more violence ought to have been em- 
ployed than was needful to secure the arrest of the ringleaders, and tliat 
only after the forms which the law pi escribes had been observed, At most, 
the offence was only a misdemeanor ; but the outrage committed was such 
as could be only legally justified in resisting a burglary, murder, or other 
cajiital crime. 

The prince regent was ill-advised enough to return a letter of thanks 
for a catastrophe which all must have deplored, after the heat had subsided. 
Motions for a parliamentary inquiry into the Manchester transaction were 
peremptorily rejected by large ministerial liiajoritics. Courts of justice 
were open, but the grand juries threw out the bills jirescntcd against indi- 
viduals of the yeomanry force ; and the local magistrates, slieltering them- 
selves under their decision, refused to entertain charges against the accused. 
Coroner’s inquests were held on the bodies of those who lost their lives bv 
the furious charge of the cavalry ; but the proceedings \vcre either quashed, 
as in the case of the Oldham inquest, hy tlie court of king's bench, or such 
verdicts returned by the juries as could lead to no jiulicial ])roceeding. 
Some were “ accidental death another, on a diild, “ died by a fall from 
its mother’s arms a third, “ died by the pressure of the military, being 
under the civil pow’cr.” * In all the homicide was accidental, excusable, 
or justifiable. 

These results indicated the state of feeling among the middle and upper 
ranks, who, alarmed by the acts, no less than the doctrines of the more 
intemperate of the Radicals, congregated round the constituted authoritic'^;. 
By some writers of this party, republican sentimciUs were prornulgatc^d, 
the killing of kings openly justified, the truths of Christianity iinj)iignc(l, 
and the institution of property decried as an usurpation on the common 
rights of the people. The Whigs were divided as to the aspect of the 
times, but mostly lent their support to the executive government. Air. 
Brougham, in the house of commons, denounced some of llie weekly ])ain- 
phlets which now circulated in great mimbers among the working classes, 
as of a seditious and hlaspheinoiis tendency, and reprehended the supim - 
iicss of the law-ofiicers of the crown in not ])roseculing tlie authors. Mr. 
Plunkett, the organ of the Grenvilles in the lower house, pronounced tiu* 
m^^ding at Manchester illegal, and deprecated parliamentary inquiry. In 
this opinion Mr. Wilherforcc, to the surprise of many, coincided, and said, 
“ that the majority of thinking ])ersons \verc satisfied with the steps taken 
b} the magistrates of Manchester, and would be dissatisfied if inquiry at 
the bar were instituted.” t Such being the prevalent sentiments of the 


* Annual Register, vol. Ixi. p. 107. 
t Behharn’s ilistory of Great Britain, xiv. 296. 
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lerialature, the coercive measures of ministers passed with little effective 
opposition, the Grenvilles giving their strenuous support to the new code 
of laws ; and the great body of the religious out of doors, alarmed at the 
infidel spirit abroad, throwing their weight into the same scale, the admi- 
Tiisiration, though far from popular, succeeded almost triumphantly in 
making an unprecedented inroad on the national liberties * 

About the time the Six Acts passed, the old king died. The mental dis- 
order, which for the last nine years had discjualified him for the executive 
government, continued, without a lucid interval, up to his demise. In the 
relations of private life, and in capacity for government, George III. was 
superior to his two immediate predecessors. Exemplary in the observance 
of the conjugal duties, religious, moral, and temperate, his conduct was in 
accordance with the national standard of propriety and decorum. Flis 
memory was retentive, his judgment shrewd and circumspect; his de- 
meanour in pressing emergencies fearless and unflinching. He w^as con- 
sistent and conscientious; never knowingly a wrong-doer. In conversation 
he was easy and familiar, but inquisitive and repetitionary. He possessed 
no remarkable accomplishment, nor educational acquirement. For science 
and literature lie had little taste ; and the occupations of his leisure con- 
sisted of hunting, agriculture, mechanical contrivances, military reviews, 
music, the theatres, and rustic festivals. 

Though the king was hy birth an Englishman, the predilections of the 
Hanoverian elector had not become extinct. That the Brunswick family 
was still German is shewn by the education given to the princes. Of the 
king’s seven sons five were educated in Germany, and witli the exception 
of the duke of Sussex, whose health rendered such an education imprac- 
ticable, they were all educated as the younger sons of other German princes; 
that is to say, as German military. 

It was a common opinion at the commencement of the present reign, and 
indeed through the entire course of it, that the king, had more confidential 
advisers than his responsible ministers. These constituted the king's 
friends, or what was called by the earl of Chatham, the “ intlnencc behind 
the throne,” but which influence, it is now certain, did not exist; and the 
imputation was probably onlv a factious invention, in revenge for the king 
having, in the exercise of his prerogative, broken tlirough the jobbing com- 
binations of the aristocratic parties. The most favoured ministers of 
George III. were only his servants, whom he dismissed when disagreeable, 
or unable, from the loss of a parliamentary majority, to carry on the govern- 
ment of the country. His conduct in this Tes])ect occasionally savoured of 
ingratitude, if not dissimulation ; for some of his councillors, wlii> most 
fiaitercd themselves in their ascendancy, were surprised with a sudden 
manifestation of royal forgetfulness and independence. 

The king’s ambition to rule unfettered was accompanied with a counter- 
vailiing evil ; it threw the government into the liands of a meaner ageiiey 
than that of the groat families. During the present reign the executive was 
chiefly carried on by the needy cadets of noble families, or legal adventurers, 
whose politics were econdary b) objects of professional ambition and emo- 
lument. Hence the supremacy of Toryism. Next to ecclesiastics mere 
lawyers are the least independent, the least gifted with ])olitical wisdom ; 

la tlie opinioa of the religious, ‘'the worst feature of the ilisaflected was their 
<eal against the Christian faith.*’ {Life of Witbefforoe, Ay Arv v. ■Id-'' “Here- 
tofore/’ says Mr. Wilberforce. in one of his private memoramia, ‘*they inveigliea 
against the iuequaUty of property, and used every ailifice to alienate the people trum 
the constitution of their country. Hut now they are sapping tho foundations of the 
social edifice more effectually by attacking Christianity.*’ — 'Jbid.) 
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and it is to the influence of Mansfiqld, Kenyon, Thnrlow, Tjoughboronj^h, 
Ellenborough, Eldon, and Perceval, that much of the arbitrariness and 
bigotry of the court may be ascribedt The early part of the reign was 
least exceptionable. The conclusion of peace in 1763, amidst splendid 
successes, was magnanimous. There was, however, little dignity in the con- 
test with Wilkes ; nor in the exasperation manifested about the political trifles 
which drew forth the ire of Junius. The independence of the American 
colonies was one of those junctures in the history of nations, that a govern- 
ment can neither avoid, nor without loss of character quietly submit to. 
However, the issue was favourable to both — barring the pecuniary eutail- 
inents of the mother country, — and the loss of empire in the West was 
replaced by new acquisitions in the East. In the French revolutionary 
war, though the king was a leading alarmist, he had the support of the rich 
and titled, whose wishes in every community are equivalent to laws, and 
cannot be disregarded. But he was more pertinacious in the continuance 
of hostilities both with America and France, than the most belligerent of 
his subjects. George III., indeed, lacked the most shining part of a 
Christian, in not being a lover of peace, but prone to war, which was less 
excusable, as he neither shared its perils nor privations. While Europe 
w'as being made a vast pool of blood, through the stimulus of English sub- 
sidies, the court was being amused with Dutch fairs, jaunts to watering- 
places, and the pageantry of militia and volunteer reviews. The king’s 
chief virtues were domestic ; his vices those that distress nations. 

In dorntstic government there was little scope for eulogium. TIio 
ascendancy of Toryism w’as interrupted only by fitful interludes of Whiggisin. 
Important guarantees of constitutional liberty were abrogated or suspended. 
The grow'th of public opinion, and the increase of wealth and intelligence 
among the people, formed the chief bulwarks against the increasing influ- 
ence of the crown, and tlie augmentation of the peerage and government 
expenditure. The right of publishing the parliamentary debates, which 
Was only fully established in this reign, imposed an indirect responsiliility 
to the community on the legislature, the force of which was strengthened 
by the frequency of county and other public meetings, aided by the numerous 
societies established for politiciil reform and the diffusion of political in- 
formation, The external pressure w^as felt and evinced in public acts. 
Ireland was sought to be conciliated and improved by the mitigation of the 
penal law’s against Catholics, the opening of her foreign trade, and her 
legislative union with England. The intrigues of faction, and their endless 
parliamentary conflicts, fell into disrepute. Questions hearing more di- 
rectly on the common weal — the freedom and advancement of commerce — 
])opular education — fiscal and judicial imjuovements — mitigation of (he 
criminal law — the growth of indigence and population — monetary fluctua- 
tions, and ijolicc, obtained a larger share of attention. 

'fhe age was intellectual ; but George III. did not actively interest him- 
self in its triumphs, further than by the patroiuige of the elementary teachers 
»f education, of the fine arts, and voyages of geographical discovery. 
Sinr'o the days of cardinal Wolsev, England has not had a prominent 
M v^caenas among her kings or ministers. Even the national universities, 
and the public and grammar-schools of the kingdom, continued fettered by 
usage, by devotion to an exploded j)hilosophy, or by the tenure of their 
foundations, and did not essentially accelerate tlie advancement of science. 
With little aid, however, from these sources, knowledge of a useful kind 
made an extraordinary progress, stimulat^l by the w'ants, or fostered by the 
incrcasi^^ richc8.<of the people# The subtleties of metaphysics, whose con- 
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fines lead nowhere; the niceties of classical scholarship, which savour of 
pedantry, and the higher order of mathematics, whose uses and reasonings 
arc inapplicable to social life, werfe less successfully cultivated, and gave 
way in public estimation to the more available pursuits of chemistry, 
mechanics, political economy, geology, the medical art, history, and natural 
and experimental philosophy. It was an age of utility, not morally, but 
l)hysically in the application of intellect to the substantial requisites of 
commerce, agriculture, and manufacturing arts. 

It was an age of humanity. Of this the abolition of the African Slave Trade, 
and the efforts made to induce other nations to follow the example, is a noble 
testimony. The tendency of the national feeling was evinced in the encourage- 
ment given to the Bell and Lancaster schemes of popular education ; to insti- 
tulions of charity and benevolence ; to efforts to mitigate or extinguish loath- 
some and destructive infectious maladies, and to better the state of the poor 
by an indulgent, though not always enlightened philanthropy. The infamous, 
and often cruel and unequal punishment of the pillory, was abolished ; also 
the barbarous one of burning females for petty treason, and the disembow- 
elling of traitors. Corruption of blood in the descendants of criminals was 
limited, and the gothic jurisprudence of W'ager of battle abolished. Another 
departure from feudal usages consisted in making the real estates of traders 
dying intestate liable both for their simple and specially contracted debts. 

AiiKjng the intellectual changes may be noticed the revolution in period- 
ical literature. It declined and revived with some alteration of character. 
Essay writing on men and manners conferred great national benefits at the 
beginning of the king’s reign ; but the field was exhausted by Addison, 
Johnson, Goldsmith, and Ilawkesworth. The public appetite for ethical 
monitions, with which most people are fiuniliar, but fail in self-denial to 
practise, abated. The periodical literature that survived was mostly con- 
temptible for political partisai^ip, venality, subserviency to booksellers, 
or absence of critical force and discrimination. By the establishment of 
The Edinburgh RevitnCf in 1802, and its followers, a more independent anc, 
philosophical spirit was infused into the periodical press. Fanaticism was 
rebuked ; a just and healthy morality inculcated ; dreams of human per- 
fectibility exploded ; and questions of practical interest, bearing on religious 
liberty, commercial freedom, the colonies, education, slavery, population, 
and currency, made generally familiar and interesting. It is to this source 
the middle and upper ranks owe much of their advance in knowledge and 
liberality. 

The long reign of George III. is dull so far as it was unmarked by the 
consummation of any great social or political revolution. Still it is emi- 
nently instructive from the novelty, numlxT, and vast interest of its occur- 
rences. It is a magnificent era, signalized by the spread of intelligence — 
increase of national riches — extraordinary scientific discoveries — great in- 
ternal improvements, and brilliant naval and military triumphs. For the 
most part of hi* life tlie king was popular, attesting that the tenor of his 
government was in accordance with the national sentiment. On the bright 
i*ide of the monarch’s character may be urged his private w'ortli, piety, 
humanity, and love of justice; on the dark his selfishness, bigotry, obstinacy, 
vindictiveness, dissimulation, love of power, and ingratitude. Ilis under 
standing and regal abilities have been underrated. It is snllicient to say, 
that he abased the factions, and thoroughly understood bis own interest. 
To his successor he left a spieiulid inheritance — a crown, in more complete 
sovereignty — more independent of aristocratic infliience — disputed title — • 
favouritism, or other control, than it had been held since the Conquest* 
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EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


A.D. 181G. Jun, 2. The Jesuits expelled 
from Petersburg!! and Moscow by the em- 
peror of Russia. 

12. The relatives of Buonaparte banish- 
ed from France. 

18. A general thanksgiving for the 
peace. 

Feb, 1. Parliament opened by commis- 
sion. Mr. Brand moved an amendment to 
the address, pledging the house to a re- 
visal of the civil and military establish- 
ments of the country. Negatived by 90 to 
23 votes. 

9. Mr. Brougham introduced the sub- 
ject of the Holy Alliance. The production 
of a copy of the treaty was refused on the 
ground that England was not a ])aiiy to it. 

11. At a wedding at Michelstown, Ire- 
land, a party met to dance in a barn, when, 
the fire being too hot, a young man, to 
extinguish it, threw into the flames a jug 
full of spirits. Immediately the barn was 
in a blaze, and, the door being locked, 25 
persons were burnt to death, and others 
gi-eatly injured, 

12. A monument erected at Rome, by 
order of the i)rince-r(*gent, to the memory 
of cardinal York, the last of the Stuarts. 

17. A man fired a pistol iit Miss Kelly 
from the pit of Drury-lane theatre. He was 
found to be insane. 

Mar, 19. Ministers defeated on the pro- 
perty-tax ; 238 members voting for its re- 
peal and 201 for its continuance. Cha- 
grined at this defeat, the chancellor of the 
exclu-nuer relinquished the additional malt- 
tax of 2,000,000/. 

20. ('aptain Tuckey set out to explore 
the interior of Africa, and major Pedrlie to 
trace tlie source of the Niger. 

April 21. Sir R. Wilson, Mr. Bruce, and 
captain Hutchinson tried in Paris for aiding 
the t scape of Lavalette, and sentenced to 
three mouths’ imprisuuinent. 

23. Sir John Newport moved for an 
inquiry into the state of Ireland. It was 
opposed by Mr. Secretary Peel, and nega- 
tived after an animated debate. 

A fire broke out in the coffee-house over 
the Stock-exchange. It did considerable 
d. linage, by extending to the adjoining 
counting-houses and buildings. 

2. Princess ( liarlotte of Whiles 
m-^r ied at C‘arlton-boiise to prince Leopold 
of Suac (aiNoiiTg: after the ceremony the 
royal party s**t off for Oatlands. Prior to 
the luiptiaK parliament voted a provi.'.ioii for 
an establisbinent ot 60j000/. ; and, in the 
event of the decease of the pririces.s, 
rMbOOO/. was settled on the piiiice during 
his life. , . 1 

'19 A riot at Brandon oaaccoitbt of the 


high price of provisions. In the course 
of the month there were, from the same 
cause, serious tumults at Norwich, New- 
castle, Ely, and other places, and which 
were not quelled without the interven- 
tion of the military* 

June 15, The Lyceum opened for the 
performance of English oiieras. 

18. A special commission opened at Ely 
to try the rioters : 34 were capitally con- 
victed, and five left for execution. 

21. A motion in the lords for the relief 
of the catholics. It was ably supjjorted by 
the duke of Sussex and lords Dorioiighmore 
and Stanhope : ojqKised by lords Kldon, 
Bathurst, and Redtsdale, Resolution ne- 
gatived by 7.3 peers to 69. 

26. The house of a tallow-chandler in 
Aldersgate-street first robbed, and then set 
fire to. 

July 2. Parliament prorogued by the 
prince-regent. 

4. Dk.u’h of Richard Watson. — The 
late bishop of Llandaff* was iii liis 79th 
year, and had long lived retired at bis 
beautiful seat of Colgarth-jiark, near the 
lakes of bis native county. As a sizar 
at Cambridge in 1754, he drew attention 
by his intense studiousness and the rusticity 
of his dress, which consisted of a coarse 
mottled Westmoreland coat and blue yarn 
stockings. Watson became an able che- 
mist and copious writer on theological and 
political topics. He published an “ Apo- 
logy for Christianity,'* which needed none, 
in answer to Gibbon; and an ‘‘Apology 
for the Bible,” in reply to I’aine. The 
bn>hop was liberal in his religion and i>oli- 
tics; but after the North and Fox coHlitioii, 
he felt a contempt for political party's. 
“ Philosophically speaking,” says he, 

there were m itlier whiggism nor toryism 
left: excess of riches anil excess of taxes, 
corabineil with excess of luxury, had in- 
troduceil universal sei.fism.” — [Anecdotes 
if kVutsot^s l*fe, htj his Sofif p. 194.) 3 he 
part whic.h l)r. Watson took oil the Re- 
gency question is supposed to have da- 
maged him in the estimation of the kiiig» 
and for which he failed to atone by bis 

.sub'^equent publications on the dangerous 
tendency of French principles. There 
seems, however, b) have been little ground 
for the queruloiisness which marked the 
latter days of the bishop. His life was not 

unfortunate: he held valuable co lege am 
church preferments, and received a large 
addition to Ids income from the bequest ot 
a valuable estate from Mr. Ongnr, one ot 

his jitipils. . 

S\ Duath of Mks* Joudan.— This once 
popular actressi whoso niuidcu name wa 
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Bland, died in retirement at St. Cloud. "' 
Comedy was Mrs, Jordan's chief walk, but 
she appeared to almost equal advantage in 
tragedy, where the tender, rather than the 
violent and lofty feelings of the mind were 
to be portrayed. Her recent separation 
from the duke of Clarence, by whom she 
had a large family, seems to have been re- 
sorted to as preliminary to a more legiti- 
mate connexion. Slie v/as not in indiirence, 
the prince having made a provision for her 
maintenance and that of her chihlren, in- 
clusive ol three she had had by a farmer con- 
nexion, to the amount of 4400/. p» r annum. 

July 7. DiiATii OF Mu. SiiKuiJJAN. — This 
popular orator, wit, and dramatist, was in his 
doth year, and had survived, notwithstand- 
iuj^ \'ersonal irregularities, the more illiis- 
tiions of his contemporaries. He was a 
native of Dublin, but received his chief 
eilucation at Ilairow school, and was in- 
tended lor the legal profession. His public 
career may be jironouneed to liave been 
prosperous ; for, without any special ad- 
vantage derived from paternity or con- 
nexion, or any extraordinary exertion i f in- 
dustry, or seif-denuil, ha rose to be one of 
the mi)st conspicuous men of his time. 
Tlie difliculties that clouded the four Iasi 
years of his life can hardly be termed 
misfortunes, since they were the natural 
results of \Hditical <lisagreemeiits with 
old friends, and inveterate habits of im- 
providence. Mr. Sheridan’s al»dities wen 
mure the resu.t of observation than of any 
original fund of intellectual power. His 
tirst play (the liivais) and his first speech 
ill the house of commons v.'ere not siiccc'S- 
ful ; hut the failure of these tnauleii 
essays became, by the aid of nice oisceni- 
ment and a d.s,iositi»m to improve, the 
stepping-stones to futiu'e triumjdis. He 
was singularly clever — a dexterous am 
elaborate ait st, as his biographer has 
shewn, of jokes, smart saying-!, and daz- 
rling oratory ; ami thine is liariUv any ex- 
cellence of whicti he was not able lo catch 
the representative save prudential virtues. 
Alter the death of Mr, Fox, Sheridan dis 
claimed allegiance to any whig cnieftair 
ajiart from Carbon-house. By seiiionty 
and talents, if not character, he had him 
self fair claims to the vacant leadership 
Hud the scruples by which his party los' 
jiower, and were kept out of it, weie nu' 
turally distasteful to a person of his ina- 
uaging aptitude, Kxcept in framing an 
answer for the priiu c-regent in appuren 
tivaUhip of his colleagues, and keepin 
back the information of the intended re 
signation of the Hertfords in the royal 
liouseliold, his fidelity to his party is un 
impugned, — (il/oorc’i Ia/c of Skerutan^ ii 
42<).) lie was a consistent and disinterest 
t‘d politician, the merit of which is en 
hAiuuul by the temptations he v/as under to 
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otherwise from his own splendid abili- 
ies and embarrassed circumstances. As an 
ralor, he was the most finished and va- 
led of the rhetorical school; and his cele- 
(rated speech on the impeachment of W’ar- 
en Hastings is often relerred to as one of 
he most extraordinary specimens of 
Hlnglish eloquence on record. The usually 
iccoinpAiiying anecdote, however, does not 
cstify so much to the utility as the fasci- 
lation of this oratorical liisplay ; for it is 
•elated that the excitement produced was 
iuch that the business of the day was iir- 
lessarily adjourned, and the. merits of the 
meaker, rather than of the case, became 
lu* prevailing topic of discussion. The 
iiiest speech and the most entertaining, if 
lot tile most natural, of Knglish comedies, 
tight to have guaranteed their celebrated 
'.ithor from the lamentable incidents of his 
eath-bed. 

'll. The duke of Gloucester married to 
lis cousin, the princess Mary, fourth 
laughter of the king. 

Any. 3. A riot at Glasgow on account of 
he soup-kitchens. Stveial persons wonnd- 
:d in skirnushing with the military. 

13. A howitzer of uncommon size, left 
by marshal Soult on his retreat from Cadiz, 
daced in St. James’s park. 

25. One of the convicts in Newgate hav- 
iig stolen a watch, the whole of them, to 
he number of 140, refused to be searched. 

not ensued, but they were reduced to 
submission by withholding from them their 
food. 

27. Expedition to Ai.qieus. — Lord 
Kxmmith with a British and Dutch tieet 
lombarded Algiers ; and the .\!gerine hat- 
cries, shipping, arsenal, and magaiine 
being destroyed, tlie dey thought til to 
submit. Eight hundred lives were lost by 
the assailants, hut the result was decisive. 
The dey was forced to agree to the lotal 
al)uliii<ai of Christian slavery, and to the re- 
lease of all Christian slaves within his do- 
minions. 

»/;/. 13. A party of 13 persons drowmed 
bv the. uosetting of a boat at Rochester 
bridge. Tlie accident was occasioned by 
a piece of timber lying across the starlings 
of one of the arches. 

1 8. Tumults at Freston by the unem- 
ployed. 

23. Hon. Augustus Stanhope dismissed 
the king’s service for having enticed 
lord Beauchamp (a youth only 16 yeais i t 
age) to play for high stakes at a game ot 
chance, by which the young lord lost 
large sums, for which he gave bis noie ot 
hand. 

28. Woy and Avon can.il oi'cneo. 

Oi t. Tlie qnaneis among the students at 
Gottingen occ;vsioned sever.d duels, four 
.tiKlt-nU wew The number ol 

students at the univeisity h.is locreaseii to 
3 B 
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1152: of these, only 586 are natives of 
Hanover ; 566 are I’roni other German 
states ; and 180 I'ureigners, Kussians, 
Danes, Swiss, and Knglish. 

21. A new silver coinage issued. 

22. Disturbances among the workmen 
employed in the iron- works at Merthyr and 
Tredegar, owing to a reduction in wages. 
Upwards of 12,000 assembled, ami the 
military were called in, to quell the rioters. 

26. A prise-fighter named Turner found 
guilty of manslaughter. 

Three-fourths of Belvoir castle destroyed 
by a fire : damages estimated at 120,000/. 

AW 15. A public meeting of distressed 
mechanics and others to petition for parlia- 
mentary reform. Mr. Henry Hunt presided. 

Dec. 2. SPA-K 1 EI.DS Rior. — A large 
number of the populace assembled in Spa- 
fields to receive the answer of the prince- 
regent to their petition. While this meet- 
ing was waiting the arrival of Mr. Hunt, a 
band of desperadoes appeared on the 
ground with a tri-coloured flag and other 
banners, headed by a young man named 
Watson, who, after making a violent 
harangue from a waggon, led the crowd 
into the city. Stopping at Snow-hill, the}' 
attempted to procure arms by plundering 
the shop of a guasmith ; Watson firing ai 
pistol and wounding a person who remon- 1 
strated against the outrageous proceeding. 
At the Hovabexchange they were met by 
a strong party of police, headed by lord- 
mayor Wood, who ordered tlie gates to be 
shut, and seized sever<il who liad arms. 
The military and civil power collecting, the 
rioters dispersed, after plundering some 
gunsmiths’-shops in tlie .‘Minories. Many 
were apprehended, and two suffered capi- j 
tal punishment; but the iinglea'ier ' Wat-j 
son), for whom a large rewanl was offered, ; 
succeeded in escaping to America, wlu re 
he died in lijSfl. 

7. Watch-and-uard i,* t enforced at 
Nottingham. 

A petition of an unesual tenor was 
presented to the prince-regent fioin tlie 
corporation of London. It denied that the 
distresses which afflicted all classes of the 
people resulted from a transition from 
war to peace ; it ascribed them to unjust 
and ruinous wars, and to a long course of 
lavish expenditure, arising from the “ cor- 
rupt and inadequate state of the represen- 
tation of the people in parliament.” 'I'his 
language was extremely inconsistent in the 
eit of Loudon, which for the last thirty 
years had almost uniformly supported the 
measures ot the court, with little apprehen- 
sion of the consequences. 

Died, in his 64th year, Charles, 
third earl of S anhope, a nobleman of con- 
siderable scientific ingenuity, and an ar- 
dent friend of civil and religious lilierty. 
Ills lordship openly professed republican- 


ism, and laid aside the external symbols ot 
nobility. He was the inventor of an arith- 
metical machine, a printing-press, and 
monocliord. 

Patents and Discovrriks. — To Mr. 
Taylor for producing gas-light from vege- 
table oil. 

To Mr. Povey for making gentlemen’s 
coats without seams. 

Sir Humphry Davy invented a safety- 
lamp to prevent acciilents from foul air in 
coal-mines. 

The sculpt iires brought by lord Klgin 
from Greece were purchased by government 
fur 35,000/., and deposited in the British- 
iniiseum. 

A canoe was found under the river 
Withum ill Lincolnshire. 

Annuai. Obituary. — Samuel viscounl 
Hood, 92, a distinguished naval officer. 
Adam Ferguson, L.L.D., 9.3, late prolessor 
of moral philosophy in the Eilinburgh 
university. Patrick Duigemin, M.P. for 
Armagh, a warm anti-catholic. Duke ot 
Mccklenbiirgh Strelitz, hrorlur to queeu 
(diarlotte. Richard, viscount Fitzwilli.im, 
of the kingdom of Ireland: his lordship 
had, at his house at Richmond, one of llu* 
most valuable collections of pictures in 
Europe; more than 10,000 proof prints by 
the first artists ; a very extensive library, 
and a scarce and curious collection of the. 
best ancient music ; among which were the 
original virginal book of queen Eiizahetli, 
and many of the works of Handel, in tlu* 
hand-writing of that great composer. He 
left his jiictures to ihe university ot Cam- 
bridge, and 100,000/. stuck to build a gal- 
lery to exhibit them. The viscount iliid 
unmairied ; liis brother John succeeded to 
the title, hut a large ]u)rtion of his estates 
passed to the earl of Pembroke. 

A.i). 1817. Risk ok Radic.vi.ism. — The 
period which had elapsed since the peace ha I 
been marked by the prevalence ot geia ial 
distress among the industriouH class' s id 
the community. The triumphs of th(‘ war 
began lo he undervaluetl when it was 
found that they bad entailed hurdciis 
almost insiqipoitable. By ministers llie 
public difliculties were ascribed to tlu* 
■iiddeii transition from war to peace, ami 
hopes were held forth that they woulil hi* 
temporary. Relief was sought by numt rons 
petitions to parliament, hut the reception 
of these only served to show how liule 
sympathy existed between the national 
representatives and their constituents. Re- 
course was next had to petitions to ihe 
piince-rcgent. Large meeiings were held 

at Leeds, Manchester, Birmingham, and in 

the metropolis for this purpose. One re- 
markable circumstance attending tlu -se as- 
semblages was, that they were convened, 
attended, and conducted almost exclusive^ 
ly by the working clashes, the middle and 
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ranks taking nn shave in their pro- 
ceedings. In almost all the popular meet- 
ings held ill 1816-17 men appeared in the 
garb of poverty, who in fluent and impres- 
sive language pointed out the various civil 
and political evils which in the present 
r**ign had produced their altered condition. 
They enlarged upon the waste of the 
public money in perpetual wars, in pen- 
sions, sinecures, and extravagances of every 
kind peivadingthe government ; but above 
all. insisted upon tlie corrupt dependence 
of tlieir representatives upon the crown and 
aristocracy, who, hy themselves or by their 
relatives and dependents, aiisorbeil the 
money levied on the general industry. 
The utter hopelessness of any i fiecuial 
lemeily under these circumstHiices being 
inunii'est. the orators urged that a kadicai. 
HiiKouM in the commons’ liouse of parlia- 
ment was essential to the salvation of the 
country. Such was the popular excitement 
produced by these harangue>, ai<led by the 
circulatiuii of clieap political writings, that 
iniii's'ers rv sorted to the extraordinary 
measure, in 1817, of a double suspension 
of tne Habeas Corpus act ; iiist, near the 
close of February, and afterw nds, on a 
iVe.sh al.iroi, ill the month of J une. The 
majorities by which these me.isures were 
canied sutHcieiitly indicated the affright 
which was spread through the most opulent 
and the nu)st timorous class of the nation. 
At the same time the number was not 
mcoiisiderahle who held firmly to the 
maiiilenance of laws regaidv-rl as the gua- 
rantees of KngUsh liberty. The termina- 
tion of these alarms threw great discredit 
on the ministry, who, by tlie iinpiuymeiit 
of spies of abandoned char.icter, aggravated 
popular discontents, and se aiced the 
ignorant into the commission of crimes 
which they exiuated on the s.Mtfol(l. 

Jau. *20. John ( ashman, a sailor, and 
four others, tried at the Old Hailey for 
bnrglanoiisly entering the shop of Mr 
Heckwith, a guiisinith, on the day of the 
Spa-fleids riot, ('as)iniaii only was found 
guilty, and executed opposite HeckwithV 
house. 

27. A riot near Leicester. Several con 
and hay-stacks set on tire. 

28. Parliament opened by the regent, 
wlio adverted to the popular discontents, 
which were ascrioed to the etforts of de 
signing persons to mislead the people. 
An amendment to the address was mover: 
in the lords by eail Grey, hut uegativerl 
without a division, lu the cominons. tlu 
majority for ministers was 2G I to 1 12 votes. 
On the return of the regent, he was re- 
ceived with strong marks of popular re- 
Keiitinent. On passing Carltou-huuse the 
glass of the royal carriage was broken by 
a stone, and it was not without dilHculty 
ke reached the palace* 
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29. A reward of 1000/. offered lot the 
discovery of the perpetrator of the outrage 
oil the regent. 

Feb. 3. A royal message, accompanied 
with documents, informed parliament that 
combinations existed in the metropolis and 
in other parts of the kingdom dangerous 
to public tianquillity. These papers being 
referred to secret committees m both houses, 
reiMirts were shortly presented of an alarm- 
ing tendency. Amongst other matters the 
coinmittce.H stated, that very numerous 
associations were enrolled, under the deno 
niinatiou of “ Spencean Philanthropists,'’ 
whose aim was an equal liivision of ihe 
land, and confiscation of funded property. 
Whatever impression these reports might 
have made within the walls of parliament, 
without they were far from obtaining im- 
plicit credence. Of the Speiiceans the 
public had not before heard ; and being 
now officially made acquainted with a sect 
founded upon the speculations of a vi.sion- 
ary, who had written, without being ge- 
nerjilly read, twenty years before, the reve- 
lations of the fjreen-hag created more 
surpri'«e than alarm. 

(). Lord Ciichraiie presented to the house 
of commons the 8[)a-fields meeting peti- 
tion, signed hy 24,000 persons. It prayed 
for annual parliaments, universal suflrage, 
and leduction in the public expenditure. 
He also presented a \ etitioii from Man- 
chester. signed by 30,000 persons, praying 
for reform in parliament, and economy in 
the public expenditure. Sir Francis Hur- 
deti presented a petition to parliament, 
from Leeds, signed by 7000, for th.e same 
objects. 

7. The regent surrendered 30.000/. per 
aiinuin to the public exigencies. Marquis 
Camden generously gave up the lees ot his 
tellership of the exchequer, 13.000/., re- 
serving only the salary of 2700/. Mr. 
Ponsimhy resigned his pension as late lord 
chancellor in Ireland. 

8. Died at Pisa, in Italy, in his 39th 
year, Francis Huunkr, barrister, a gentle- 
man much respected, who had evinced 
during his short public life superior ai ili- 
ties. He was brought into paihanient by 
his college friend, lord Henry' Petty, and 
acquired liiNlinction as an able debater, 
and author of the valuable report, in 1810. 
of the HuUion Committee. He was one oi 
the earliest and most talented writers in 
The lidtnbunjh Review. 

The subscriptions for the widows and 
ehildieii of the privates who fell at Water- 
loo amounted to near hall a million. 

4. The price of Cobbeti’s Political 
Reiri.'iter being reduced to twopence, it 
react ed a weekly sale oi 50.00(1 copies. 

Mitr. 4. Habeas Corpus Stispensiun Act 
received the royal .usseui. , 
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11. G>eat meeting at Manchester for 
the avowed purpose of petitioning the re- 
gent. It was recommended to the peti- 
tion's to proceeil iu a body to London, 
and matny thousands met, provided with a 
bundle and a blanket fur the journey ; but 
by the activity of the magistrates, aided 
by the military, the design was frustrated. 
Johnstone, Ogden, and others, to the 
amount of 200, were arrested. 

lo* Mr. Cobbett, the popular political 
writer, left London for America. 

20. The proprietors of Drury-lane the- 
atre agreed to let it on lease. The re- 
ceipts, since liuilding had been — hist year, 
79,024/. ; second, 889/. ; third, 61,585/. ; 
fourth, 49,586/. 

Stage-coaches, on the Kiiglish plan, set 
up in France. The first between Paris 
and Versailles. 

Apr. 21. Eight persons went on the 
Lavan sands to gather cockles, when a 
thick fog coining on they lost their way, 
and were drowned by the returning tide. 

In this mouth incendiary fires were fre- 
quent in the rural distiicts, chieliy in 
Essex. 

May 8. The Belgic bishops presented a 
memorial to the king, atfirmiiig that it is 
to the Catholic church the world is in- 
debted for universities, which succeeded 
the episcopal schools ; and that it is to 
•• preserve youth from the contagion of 
pliilosophicul errors that religion has pre- 
sided over all studies, under the interven- 
tion of the bishops.’’ 

12. SiDMOuTti’s Ciucui.AK. — Lor l Sid- 
muuth having addrc.ssed a circular letter 
to the lurds-lieutenaiit of England and 
Wales, apprising them that the law-officers 
of the crown had given an opini«oi. that 
magistrates possessed the power of holding 
to bail persons found selling writings which 
were deemed, though not legally adjudi- 
cated, seditious or blasphemous libels, and 
requesting that they wouM notify the same 
to the respective justices within their juris- 
diction, earl Urey brought the matter 
before the house of lords, by m»*viiig. 
** that the case submitted to ihe law-oflicers 
should be laid before the bouse and his 
lordship indignantly reprubateil the prin- 
^‘iple. It was, however, maintained by t!ie 
chief-justice Kllenborougli. in opposition 
to lords Krskine and Holland, and the ' 
inoiitin was rejected by a very considerable 
no jority. The same subject was brought 
lietore the commons !>y sir Samuel Uomilly, 
and shared the same fate. The circular., 
hotl^ever, wav not acted upon, being deemed 
too hazardous an encroachment upon the 
liberties of the people. 

20. Sir F. Burdett moved for a com- 
mittee to inquire into the state of parlia- 
anmtary.repieseiitation. Motion negatived 


by 265 to 77 voices. Six hundred petitionr 
were presented this session for parliament- 
ary reform ; most of them praying foi* 
annual parliaments and universal suffrage. 
They were got up chiefly by the activity 
of Major Cartwright, Mr. Cobbett, and sir 
F. Burdett. 

23. The Koyal George man-of-war, ^ 
which sunk off Portsmouth (Aug. 30, 
1782), surveyed by means of a diving-bell, 
and found to be a mass of shapeless 
timber. 

28. The members of a debating society 
at Cambridge, many of them noblemen, 
remonstrated against its suppression by 
the vice-chancellor. 

30. Mr. Abbott resigned the speakership 
of the house of commons, on the ground of 
ill-health, and was called to the house of 
lords by the title of lord Colchester : an 
annuity of 4000/. was granted him lor his 
services. ]\lr. Charles Manners Sutton 
became the new speaker. 

June 6. Thomas Jonathan Wooler tried 
for a libel on ministers ; when after a ver- 
dict of guilty h;id been returned, doubts 
arose as to tlu* validity of the verdict, it 
being subsequently ascertained that the 
jury hud not been unanimous : tqioii 
which the accused applied to the court lor 
au acquittal, and he escaped punishment. 

9. The stute-priKouers, Walsoii/l'histie 
wood. Preston, ainl Hooper, conveyeil from 
the tower to the court of king's bencli. to 
be tried for high treason. Watson vvms 
first tried, and was ably defended by 
Wetherell and Copley. His trial lasted 
seven days, unrl the jury returned a verdict 
of nut guilty. The attorney-general 81i> p- 
berd then gave up the prosecution aguin»t 
the others. All the accused were iu indi- 
gent or humble eircuuistances, and ibe 
chief witness against them was Custics. a 
guveriiinent spy. 

17. liundeil and Bri'dgc were rlefr.iu(le<1 
of jewels to the value of 20,01)0/. by a f** 
reigner, who ordered the urticb s to be 
enclosed in a jnipor box and sealed, wide i 
box he contrived to change, and b it 
another, in which, wlieii the seals were 
broken, only a lew halfpence were fouml. 
The box containing these Viduabb's was 
only five inches long, three wide, and two 
deep ; ainl a communicatioii was subse- 
quently opened with tire successful pur- 
lomer at Paris. 

‘22. Julia Kemble took his leave of *he 
stage in a farewell address, written by Mr. 
Campbell. 

29, Pope Pius issued a bull agaunt 

bible societies, as tending to the circulation 
by heretics of unauthorized versions ot tlie 
Hciiptnre. 

^u/y 2. A Margate steam-packet burnt 
to the waterVedge; the fire arose Ircm 
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the furnact!. Crew and passengers saved 
i)y running the vessel into Whitstable. 

5. An issue of a gold coin, called 
“ sovereign,” value 20^. 

7. Died, of apoplexy, in his 63rd year, 
George Ponsonby, M.P.. formerly chan- 
cellor of Ireland, and a leading member of 
the opposition. j\lr. Ponsonby was a plain 
but argumentative speaker, and of gentle- 
manly manners. 

12. ifailiament prorogued by the regent. 

1;'). Died at Pans, aged 53, Madame de 
Stael, daughter of the celebrated Neckcr, 
and herself a lady much distinguished in 
tin* literary woild. She married baron de 
Stael, ibc Swedish umbassador, and left a 
Bon and daughter ; the latter married to 
the duke de Droglio. 

23. The strenuous efforts of the emperor 
Alexander to erect iiiiiveisitics and scnools 
in diflerent parts of the Kussian empire 
appear to have been successful. j 

-D. A number of persons imprisoned in 
K«linburgh, umler a charge of treason, 
liberated, after receiving 7«. each to cany 
them home. 

3l)j Lord Amherst arrived at Spithead 
from his iinbassy to the court of Pekin, 
alter an ub'>encc Irom England of seven- 
teen months. He was f-iied in the object 
«tf his mission chiefly from lefusing to con- 
form to the Chinese cereinoiii.il oi piosiru- 
lioii before his ••celestiar’ majesty. 

Ww//. 2. New custom-house, in Thames- 
strtet, iiuished : the architect, David 
Laing, esq. 

5. Huger O'Connor, esq. acquitted at 
Meath assi/es of a charge of conspiracy to 
rob the ])ublic mad. Sir F. liurdett bore 
strong testimony lo the honour and integ- 
lity of Mr. O’Connor. 

7. A new criminal code, and an act fur 
the abolition of papu- money for less sums 
than 20jf., proclaimed on Tynwald hill, 
according to ancient usage, in the isle of 
Man. 

17. Three of the in.iid-servants of 
sir John Thomas Stanley went to bathe, 
as usual, his youngest d.ii.ghtei. when they 
stripped to bathe, and the four were found 
dioNMied. It is the third accident of the 
kind we have met in the oecuirei'.ces of 
the present reign (rh/e pp. 62*2 and 657). 

Typhus fever prevalent in Ireland. 

The Old Baib'y calendar contained 476 
prisoners fur trial ; 45 inoie than ever 
ki.uwn. 

23. A treaty signed at Madrbl between 
their Britannic am! (^ithoiic nuiji'.siies, by 
which England stipulated to p ly 400,000/. 
to Spain lor the losses she Mi.staiiied hy^ 
the .ihulition of tlie traffic in negro slaves. 

24. An unsuccessful attemi't was made 
at the English Opera-house t » uivitle the 
eutettainmenls of the night into two dis- 


tinct performances, the first performance 
to begin at six and continue till nine, and 
the second to begin at half-past nine and 
continue till twelve. 

Oct, 15. A special commission opened at 
Derby for the trial of the persons ' impli- 
cated in the tumults of the iiurtherii coun- 
ties. Bills of indictment had been found 
against 40, but only four were eonvicted of 
treason, Braiidreth, Turner, Ludlow, and 
Weightman, the last not executed. Du- 
ring the trials it appeart-d an inforn.er, 
named Oliver, had hteii active in inciting 
to treason, to reap the reward of discovery 

18. Being the anniversary of the battle 
of Leip-sic, it was celebrated with great 
rejoicings by the northern cities of Ger- 
many, as the era of their emancipation 
from the Frtuieh yoke. At Wart burg 500 
sludeiits assembled, most of whom took 
the sacrament of the holy supper. 

A'o«. 0. Died, in the 22ud year of her 
age, after giving birth to a still-Uorn child 
tile princess Charlotte, daughter of the 
regent, and consort of prince Cohourg. 
Tlie sudden demise of this accomplished 
and high-spirited princess causeii general 
and intense regret, — ‘‘ the expectancy ami 
rose of the lair state” having untimely 
perished. The lemaius of her royal high- 
ness were deposited in the regal vaults of 
Windsor on the 18th ; prince Leopold 
cliief mourner. 

W.voKit OK BATTi.K. — William Ashfoul 
appealed Abraham Thornton, who had 
been acquilteil at the W'aiwick assize.s. 
under circumstances of strung suspicion, of 
the iminier of his sister. Mary .\s)ifoid 
The wiii of appeal was awardeil, ami 
Thornton appeared in the couit of king's 
bench, and otic red, according to ancient 
custom, his wager of battle, which the 
jufigfs decided he was entitled to: but 
Aslih rd being only a boy, the challenge 
was declined, and Thornton discharged 
It gave ri^e to an act of parliament (53 
tteo. 111., c. 40', that abolished the right 
of appeal, as a remnant of Gothic juris- 
prudence. 

Straihtieldsiiye, a mansion and estate ot 
lonl Rivers, was ])urchased for the duke of 
Wellington, for ‘.(iJ.OOU/. 

1). The usual festivities and procession 
on lonl Mayor's day dispensed with, ia 
consequence of the lamented ilcaih of thf 
princess Char.otte of Wales. 

14. Ditul at Brompton, in his 67th year 
John Pnn.i'oT (hnuAN, the celebraict. 
Irish advocate. Mr. Curran obtained a 
jiension of 3000/. a-year un resigning th^ 
mastership of the rolls in Ireland, in * 
since which he had lived in Engbind. 
His talents wen^ more shining than solid . 
he possessed much wit. drollery, jiathos, 
and a L'old and fanciful oratory. 
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28. British subjects prohibited by pro- 
clamation from serving on either side in 
the pending dispute bet^veen Spanish 
America ami the mother country. 

Dec. 2. Mr. Muiiro, who had succeeded 
Mr. Madison in the presidentship, in his 
message to coni^ress, recommended the 
. abolition of all internal taxes^ as not requi- 
site for the public service. 

18. Trials ok William Honk. — This 
person having in the course of liis trade 
published some parodies, for the purpose 
of ridiculing the members of government, 
was arraigned upon a criminal information, 
filed by the attorney-general, in the court 
of king’s bench, as a profane libeller of 
parts of the liturgy. He underwent three 
trials, on three successive days, before dif- 
ferent juries, and two different judges; 
Mr. .Iiistice Abbott presiding the first day, 
and lonl KUcnborough the »nher two, Mr. 
Hosie conducted his own defence, with un- 
expected energy and ability, aiul each day 
came off victor, to the great joy of the 
public, who looked upon the prosecution as 
a violent effort of power to fetter the press 
and crush the accused. Tiie obstinacy of 
the chief justice in trying the defendant 
on the third and least noxious of liis pub- 
lications, after he had been acquilteil by 
two sjiecial juries, was generally censured, 
A public subscription, which amounted to 
.3000/., was raised for the '•.‘fendant in 
return for his well-timed exeit.w.is. 

A young swindler, who represented him- 
self as possessed of immense wealth, was 
so successful in his depredations on cre- 
dulous tradespeople, that he acquired the 
name of the “ fortunate youth.’' 

Rkprkskntativk Governments. — In 
the course of this year the representative 
system established in Sicily, under the 
sanction of England, was found unsuit.iiile 
to the people, and abolished. In Prussia 
and other German states, there was a 
general desire for representative govern- 
ments, which cremated considerable popular 
agitation. The constitution offered by the 
king of Wirtemberg to his p.-ojile was re- 
jected as inadequate to their wants ; and 
the assembly of the states was in conse- 
quence dissolved. The court of Saxe 
Weimar had long been disiiiigui.shcd as 
one of the most polished and einiglitenrd 
in Germany, and the reignieg duke not 
only granted to his subjects a free con^ti- 
tUtioii, but made a voluntary proposal to 
the lie! at Frankfort, that the const itution 
should le ]dai:ed under the guarantee of 
theOermanie confederation. 

EUst Indies. — The judicious adminis- 
tration of the marquis of H actings streagih* 
ined the British power in the East Indies. 
Holknr was defeated at Memidpore, by sir 
Thomas Hislop, and peace concli^ed with 


the Mahrattas. The roving and predatory 
bands of Pindarries were successively 
brought to submission, and many of them 
to habits of peace. 

Thk Weather. — The mean height of 
the thermometer this year, in the neigh- 
bunrhood of London, was 48.26 ; in tho 
month of June it was highest, averaging 
86. Kain 24.09 inches. The average of 
rain for the previous 40 years was 20.635 
inches. 

Tltirty-seven coaches ran tliis summer, 
eveiy day, I'loin Loudon to lirighton. 

The magnetic needle, which had for 
many years taken a western declination 
from the meridian, returned towards the 
north. 

Annu al Obituarv. — Sir William limes, 
100, a volunteer at the battle of Dettingen. 
Rev. William Belasco, 60, translator of lle- 
rodotiis, and co-proprietor, with Mr. Nares, 
of “The British (hitic.” William Saumlers, 
M l).. 74, a cojiious medical writer. At 
Dresden, Werner, the celebrated mineia- 
logLst. Richard Lovell Eilgewortli, 74, u 
writer of .some eminence, and father of the 
celebrated Maria Edgeworth. David La- 
touche, 88. an eminent hanker of Dublin, 
and 40 years member ot the Irish ])arlia- 
rnent. lim. Himry Krskine, brother of 
lord Krskiiie: Mr. Krskine was long the 
leader of tlu‘ Scotch bar, and celebrated f«»r 
his conversational jiowers. At Windsor 
John Andre de Luc, 9 I, a celebrated geo- 
logical wiiter. 

A.i>, 18 Is. ]’\/i{cii;niKs ON tok Bank (/k 
Kncjlamj. — During tin* first two \ear.s of 
tho peace the forgeries on the bank <4' 
England almost doubled : and in 1817 tho 
quantity of paper presentiMl to the bank, 
which was rejected as forged, and the lovs 
thrown on tho holders, anumnted to 37,180/. 
The forgeries were chittlyof the one- pound 
note'ij tho.se of a higher denomination cir- 
culating under greater precautions, >ei- 
donier counterfeited. The increase of 
hirgery was contemporary with the hank 
stoppage in 1797, when the small notes 
first began to bo issued. In the eight 
year.s preceding the suspension of cash- 
payments, there was not a single prose> u- 
lion for forgery; hut in the eight which 
followed the re.strictioa act there were 116 
capital convictions for that offence. In 
the year 1817 there were 32 capital con- 
victiuiiH lor forgery, and 93 for having 
forged notes in possession, which last sun- 
jected only to transportation, From 18('5 
to 1818 the number of persons executed 
for forgeiy in England and Wales, was 
207 ; tor murder 202; for burglary 199; 
for robbery frOtn the person 188. Gf the 
n mher 2ii7 for forgery, no fewer than 76 
were the v'etims of bank prosecutions. So 
tharalmnst as many lives had been sacri* 
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ficetl to protect the inviolability of the paper 
of this monetary corporation as to protect 
the person from the liighest ctime, or pro- 
perty from the most violent depiedation. 
A strong; public feeling was in consequence 
excited in 1818-19 against the numerous 
prosecutions of the bank, especially when 
It WHS found that its multiplied punish- 
ments liad not succeeded in le.<isening the 
number of otfehces. This feeling was 
heightened when it was discovered, during 
tile trials at the Old Bailey., that the 
forgi-ry of bank notes was a matter of easy 
accomplishment ; that it was impossible 
for the public to distinguish between true 
and false notes ; that the bank servants 
weie often unable to distinguish genuine 
from forged paper, and that unknowingly 
they had often refused the paymtiit of 
good notes. These facts were esiahli.shed 
by the returns made by the bank to parlia- 
ment, and ill consequence of which juiies 
refused to convict on the evidence of its 
inspectors and clerks, unless they would 
discover the piivate marks by which they 
discriminated forged from genuine paper. 
This placed the hank in tue dileiimia uf 
either abandoning prosecutions, or of giving 
publicity to their own safeguard, by which 
its utility wouhl be destroyed. Attempts 
w'eve made to improve the workmanship of 
their notes, so that they could not l>e imi- 
tated ; but if the idea ot fabricating an 
inimitable note is n>'t chimerical, it was 
certainly chimerical to think of producing 
a note for generil circnlation that could 
nut be imitated correctly enough to elude 
the ordinary vigilance of individuals. The 
only effective preventive uf the evil was 
that subsequently adopted, namely, of 
withdrawing the notes of less amount than 
5/. from circulation. This was a principal 
reason for the pu.ssing, in 1S19, Mr. Peel's 
Act for the resumption of payments in 
specie by the hank in 1.^23, — a period, 
however, which was unticip.ited : for the 
directors, having accumulated a large quan- 
tity ot gold, I hey began specie pajiuciits 
May 1st, 1821. 

1818. Jan. 1. Tri-centenary of the Pro- 
testant Reformation celebrated at the Lon- 
don tavern by 1500 persons. 

3 The streets of the metropolis were 
filled will) unemployed sailors almost in a 
state of nudity, and a subscription was 
raised for their relief. 

27. Parliament opened by commission. 
The addresses pas9ed without opposition in 
both houses. 

28, Halloas Corpus-act restored, and a* 
bill of indemnity passed to screen ministers 
and others from the legal ][upulties they 
tnight have incuirt,d by the abuse of the 
power of arbitrary' imprisonnumt. with 
which they had been temporarily invested. 

Veb, ,5. By virtue of a royal commission 


granted to Mr. Walter Scott and others 
the crown-room and chest at Edinburgh 
were opened. The dust of upwards of a 
century lay on the floor, and was six inches 
thick. In the chest the regalia of Scotland 
was found, consisting of the crown, sword 
of state, and sceptre. The sword was a 
present to James IV. from pope Julius. 

7. A meeting at the Freemasons’-tavcrii 
to raise a fund for building additional 
churches in the metropolis ; the archbishop 
of Canterbury in the chair, supported by' 
nearly the whole bench of bishops and 25 
lay peers. 

11. Charlcii XIII. of Sweden died. He 
was succeeded bj' the crown-priiice, former- 
ly marshal Bernadutte, and the only oiur 
of Buonaparte's generals that retained his 
exalted station. * 

Sir Richard Croft, the eminent ac- 
coucheur who attended the late princess 
Charlotte, destroyed himself by a pistol at 
the house of the Rev. Dr. Thackeray, 
where he was in attendance on Mrs. 
Thackeray, who was confined. It appeared, 
from a coroner’s inquest, that since the un- 
fortunate result of the accouehment of the 
princess he had evinced timidity in his 
profession, and suffered from a depression 
of spirits that had produced mental de- 
rangement. 

17. The emperor Alexander fixed the 
meeting of the Polish diet, and announced 
that he had given a constitution to Poland 
to secure to her the benefits of national re- 
presentation. 

Apr. I . Tlie Prussian government con- 
tracted with N. M. Rothschild in London 
for a loan of 5.000,000/., to be raised by ten 
monthly instalments. 

8. Lord PaliTierston, the secretary at 
war. fired at by lieutenant Davis, and 
slightly wounded. Davis was actuated by 

ome supposed injury, but was found to he 
insane. 

13. Roy.m. Mauuiages. — The death of 
the princess Charlotte occasioned several 
of the junior branches of the royal famiiy 
to form matrimonial alliances ; and a mes- 
sage was brought to parliament on the 
13th, announcing the contemplated nup- 
tials of the dukes of Clarence and Cam- 
bridge with the princesses of Saxe-Meiiiiii 
gen and Ilesse-Cassel ; that of the duke 
of Kent with the .sister of prince Leopold, 
the dowager princess of Saxe-Leiii ingen. 
Additional allowances of 6000/. were voted 
to the princes ; but upon a motion to make 
a similar addition to the income ot the 
duke of (hmiberlaiid, it was negatived oy 
143 to 136 members. In the course of tlie 
month the princess Elizabeth, third daugh- 
ter of the king, espoused the mreditary 
prince of Hesse-IIomberg ; but the occur 
rence uccasiouod no application to parJ a- 
iiieut. ^ 
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1 5, HemaLis of a Roman villa discovered 
in the dulxe of Marll)urou;'h*s estate at 
Stonesfield near Oxford. 

25. The fonudati«»n-stoMe of nii observa- 
tory laid at Edinburgh by the Astronomical 
Institution. 

May 9. A pedestrian named Crisp 
iinished his extraordinary task of walking 
61 miles each day for 17 successive days. ‘ 

19. Sir Robert Heron's motion for the 
repeal of the septennial act negatived by 
117 to 42 members. It was supported by 
Ml*. Rroughain and sir Samuel Rom illy. 
Strangers were not permitted to be present 
during the debate. 

27. Several persons convicted by the 
excise of selling ground beans and peas 
for coffee, 

28. A new constitution published for 
Bavaria, establishing Representative Assem- 
blies. The ])reainble is remarkable fi>r 
liberality, granting to the people freedom 
of opinion, with restrictions against abuse ; 
an equal right in all to public, offices and 
distinctions due to merit; equal laws, and 
equality before the law; equality of im- 
posts ; and. as security to the whole, States- 
generul formed from all classes of domiciled 
citizens. — {Ann. Heg.. lx. 76.) The con- 
stitution gave general sati^factiou to the 
Bavarians. 

June Sir F. Burdett, after presenting 
90 petitions to the house of commons pray- 
ing for parliamentary reform, moved resolu- 
tions for annual parliaments and universal 
suffrage, which were seconded by lord 
Cochrane: when the house divided, 100 to 
2, the mover and secoiuler. 

10. Parliamentary session terminated by 
a speech from the prince-regent, congra- 
tulating the two houses “ on the manifest 
improvement in the internal circumstances 
of ihe country, and the growing imlications 
of national prosperity.” Tlie lor«l-chancellor 
then declared that it was the jdeasure of the 
prince that the parliament he now dissolved. 
Proroguing and dissohing parliament at 
•he same time was deemed ungracious 
[Life of IVilherfurce, iv. .382), an<l it was 
the first time it had been done since the 
reign of ('liuries 11. 

Imprisonment fur debt abolished in the 
state of New Vi'rk. 

18. Gknkuai. Ei.kction. — Except in the 
metropolis, tlu; elections passed over quiet- 
ly, and produced no change in the p>nlia- 
iiientary majority of ministers. lu the 
♦ ity of London, after a shai j) contest, the 
m.uisterial candidate, sir 'William ( urt;.s, 
was throve n out, and Messrs, W <»od, W il- 
son, Waithman, and Thorpe e;ecteal. In 
»he city of Westminster tiiere was some 
di.sturl>ance. The populace made a violent 
attack on the court candidate, sir Muriay 
Maxwell, and the guards were called in, to 
aid the civil power. The eiettiou termi- 


nated as follows, a whig and radical being 
returned : — Sir Samuel Romilly, 5339 ; sir 
F. Bordet t, 5238 ; sir M. Maxwell, 4808 ; 
Henry Hunt, 84. 

21. By a convention with Austria 
Prussia, Russia, and Britain, France agreed 
to pay 14,000,000 irancs, annuities, for 
liquidating the debts due by France to in 
dividuals on the Continent, and 3,000,000 to 
satisfy the claims of British subjects. 

,30. Mr. Merccron. who was triecl May 
Kith, and had been 25 years a magistrate 
of Middlesex, was sentenced to fine and 
imprisonment for embezzling paiish money, 
and licensing publicans not legally 
qualified. 

Jnltj'L Intelligence received of the loss 
of the Cabalva East liidiaman ; ship and 
cargo valued at 350,000/. : and most of 
this value belonged to the East India 
Company, who never insure. 

16. Prussia, having acquired several 
fine provinces on the Rhine, is occupied in 
strengthening the fortifications of V\ esel, 
Cologne, and Coblentz. Tlie famous foit 
of Khrenbreitstein is to be conqilitely le- 
paired. 

31. Charles Hussey convicted at Maid- 
stone of the murder of Mr. Bird and his 
housekeeper at Greenwich. After confessing 
his crime, he was executed ou Peneiuleii- 
heath. 

Aug, 12. The king of Saxony abolished 
the ancient usage, by which Jews, who 
frequented the fair at Leipsic, were restrict- 
ed to a particular part of the town, in the 
exposure of tlieii commodities for sale. 

15. The contest between the cotton- 
spinners of Manchester and their em])loveis 
kept up with gre.it bitterness, lu astateinent 
put forth by ibe iurinur, they say that tlieir 
object is iinly to raise wages to the avenigo 
of 24s. a-week, wliich tliey were jir.or to 
the reduction consequent on the stagnation 
of trade m 1816-17. Their ordinary hours 
iif labour tlu-y state to be from five in the 
moining to .sevt ii in tlie evening, in rooms 
heated from 7U to 90 degrees. 

.Miss Mary Ann Tucker was acquitted, at 
the Coimvall assizes, of a libel, inserted m 
the /le*/ Jlriton newspaper, on the vice- 
warden of slie Stannfiry-coiirt. The novelty 
of the case was a clever defence made by 
ti e defemlant in person. 

Sepi, 3. The weather changed, after 108 
hot and clear days. During the thieeinonths 
of June, .1 Illy, and August, the tlierinonieter 
at London, at tlie highest, averaged 90*^*. 
At Paris it lose to 98**. In many parts ol 
England the trees blossomed twice. 

7. A public meeting in the Palace-yard 
to petition^ the prince regent for annual 
parfiamuiits, universal suffrage, and vote by 
ballot. Mr. Hunt, who presideil, iiroposed 
they should present it in a body at 
the IJyme-office, where it was leceivcd bv 
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an ofRcct. Bui lord Sidmouth refused to ' 
lay it before the regent on the ground that 
ill the petition it was set forth to be that of 
the inhabitants of the metropolis, which 
was notoriously untrue, there not being 
500 persons at the meeting. 

11. Vassalage abolished in Courlanil by 
the emperor of Russia ; and, with the con- 
currence of the nobility, 4,000,000 peasants 
were thereby elevated to the rank of 
freemen. 

15, In the south of Ireland one-fifth of 
the population supposed to be afflicted with 
the epidemic fever. During the last twelve 
months 14,0G0 persons were admitted into 
the'fever hospitals in Dublin. 

29. Congress of the allied sovereigns 
assembled at Aix-Ui-CJhapelle. 

40. An accidental ixplosion of gun- 
powder at Nottingham, by which several 
buildings were blown down, and eleven 
persons lo^t their lives. Such was the power 
of the explosion that a large portion cd' 
stone pavement was forced six or seven feet 
into the solid earth. 

Oct. 1. At the university of Moscow 
alumst all the puulic courses have rtCoin- 
nieucecl, and it is remarked that the dis- 
asters of that city have had a favourable 
iuilueucu on the state of the sciences. The 
gymnasium has been oitened anew, and 
jierlecteil in several points. The nobility 
and the opulent, follovving the example of 
the emperor, patronise by donations the 
schools of ptipnlar instruction in this 
country, 

31. A small issue of crc.wn-pitces com- 
pleted the series of the new silver coinage. 

.Vbr. 2. SuiciuK of Sin S. Uomii.i.y, — 
This eminent lawyer was in his G«ud year, 
and had attained the foremost rank ut the 
chancery bar by his logical ainl forcible 
jbnpience. 1 1 is professional gains averaged 
1 1.000/. per annum. He ivas a whig, am 
tilled the office of solicitor-general vvhih 
that party was in power m ISOo. Si 
Samuel had taken the lea<i in the refovni 
and mitigation of the Ciimiiiallaw, upon 
which he published an able pamphlet. A 
nervous disorder, producetl by the death id 
his lady, and over-exerdon ill Ins profession, 
which allowed neither of recreation nor do- 
mestic comfort, were the alleged causes of 
his suicide. Even the SoncJc.y was not a 
day of rest, hut oiten spent in legal con- 
sultations; — a practice which Mr. Wiilu v- 
force (/.i/c, V. 134) ’'in vain tiied to privail 
on sir ,Satnuel to relinquish. 

4. Mr. justice Abbott appointed chief- 
ju'-tice of the court of Kiiig*s-bench ; lice 
lord Ellen borough, lesigned. Next day Mr. 
justice Dallas was appuiutoil chief-jusiice 
of the Common pleas; vice sir Vicary 
Gibbs, resigned. 

6. Two respectable fanners, tenants at 
ueckley-grange, near Alnwick, having 
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.iveil touethet in iKe gtea»e*t batmony ttom 
uhildhoud, voluntarily terminated, at the 
same moment, their existence. They were 
' rothers, one 70, the other 60 years of ago 

10. Captain U.»ss and lieutenant Parry 
returned from tlieir voyage of discovery 

fter a fruitless effort to find a north-wost 
passage to Asia. 

15. The ministers of England, France 
Russia, Austria, and Prussia, assembled at 
Aix-la-Chapelle, issued a declaration, ex- 
pository ot tlieir principles, and of their 
determination to maintain the existing 
state of Europe. Ilencefoith,*’ they say, 
** they shall devote all their efforts to the 
protection of the arts of peace, to the iii- 
rreusu of the internal prosperity of their 
iates, and to the aWiikening of tho.se sen- 
imeiits of religion and morality, whose 
mpire 1ms been too much enfeebled by the 
lusfortunes of the times.” The composi- 
ion of this document is ascribed to M. 
•eiitz, secretary to the congress. 

Pending the congress the English boxers 
Grt-gson, Cooper, and Carter, exhibited in 
he great Imll at Aix-la-Chapelle before 
irince Mi iternich, priueo Charles of Prus- 
sia, the prince de Salms, and a number of 
other foreigners of distiuctio.i, who repeat- 
edly cheered the onsets between these fistic 
heroes. 

17. Dk\th ok Qieen Chari.otte. — 
Her majesty was in the 75th year of her 
age and the .’iSth of her marriage with the 
king. Avarice, and the exertion of a political 
infiiience on the unpopular side, were im- 
puted to the queen ; but the first imputation 
is hardly ri-coucilable with the fact that she 
expendid upwards of nOUO/. annualiy in 
work'* of benevolence. She was diminutive 
and vviy plain in person ; obstinate, iinfor 
giving, and contracted in mind ; and had 
ad the pride, along with the meanness, ot 
(lennan aristocracy. In the careful ma- 
nagement of a large fam ly and in her 
attentions to the king she had been exem- 
plary, but her general manners were offen- 
sive, from prudery and duluess. Mrs. 
Triiiiiner, Mis. Hannah Mure. Madame 
ilWrblay, Charlotte Helen Maria WiUiauis, 
and other female authors, whose writings 
were directed ti) moral and religious ini- 
j*rovement, received some marks of her 
favour. 

Dec, 5. Two juries at the Old Hailey, 
one of the Middlesex, and the other of 
London, acijuitted the persons tried before 
them on the c.ipital charge of jiassing 
forged notes. hecaiiFe the clerk of the bank 
would not explain the marks by which be 
believed the notes to be forged. 

11, Dkatii ok Lord Ei.i-knhouoi;qh 
Tiie lute chief justice of Kngland was one 
of four brothers, two of whom attained the 
episco]>al dignity, and his father. Dr. Lit 
niniid Lftw', was bishop ot Carlisle, an ami 
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able but latitudinarian prelate. The future 
Judge was early located in the South, first 
ou the foundation of the Charter-house, 
and next at Cambridge ; but the North- 
umbrian burr — the rattling r, which indi- 
cated the hyperborean scholar — always 
stuck to him. Young Law*s success in life 
could never have been dubious. Intel- 
lectually strong, ambitious, resolute, and 
industrious, instructed by the com|niiuon- 
ship of Dr. Paley, and assisted by the 
patronage of Mr. Justice Buller, and of a 
good family connexion, he was not likely 
to experience much delay or difficulty in 
his legal career. Almost liis first and 
most successful suit was the iniirrying of 
a beautiful woman of large furtuue, and 
the descendant, by the mother’s side, of a 
great lawyer, sir Thomas More. He was 
entrusted with the conrluct i»f the rtefenco 
in the great cause of Warren Hastings: it 
had been oRered to Erskinc, who declineu 
it, owing to his connexion with the whigs, 
who were the leading impeachers. His 
professional studies enabled him to make a 
firm stand against the formidable but tin- 
learned triumvirate of Hurke, FoXj'l^lll^l 
Sheridan : it was law against elo({ueui^ ; 
an<i, with the tribunal he addressed, logic 
and special pleading told more effectively 
than oriental metaphors. The trial ter- 
minated, as is well knov.'ii, in the acquittal 
of the accused ex-governor, leaving his 
able defender iu possession of the solid 
advantages of a large homrarium^ and high 
legal rejiutation. By the dissolution of 
the Pitt ministry in 1801, Mr. Law became 
attorney-general, and ten months after, by 
the death of lord Kenyon, chief-justice of 
England ami baron Klleiiborough. The 
honours were now won ; they required only 
to be worn with dignity and moderation. 
Pending the Grenville ministry, iu IftUn, 
his lordship, after the example of Mans- 
fieUl, accepted a seat in the cabinet : — a 
solitary precedent, more honoured in the 
breach than observance ; and from which, 
the inconveniences resulting from the 
union of political and judicial functions in 
the lord chancellor, ought to have deterred 
a constitutional administration from fol- 
lowing. Lord Ellenborough subsequently 
concurred in its inexpediency, and we have 
the authority of hts son for saying {House 
of ! Mrdtt^ July 7 y Purl. iJchu xxxviii. 

that “ if it were to i!o again he 
would not do it.” Though a sort of whig 
in rinciple, lord Kllenburough was practi- 
cally a conservative : he was anti-catholic; 
he originated no legal reforms, (unless the 
act bearing his name he one,) and watched 
with jealousy, and often stifled with aspe- 
rity those of others. Even the mild at- 
tempts of sir Samm l Komilly wore fiercely 
met by thr chief-justice, who declaimed 
against “ speculative humanity^’ when 


prisoners might be pressed fo death foi 
standing mute — when women might be 
flogged, to the outrage of female delicc'icy, 
and burnt to death in due form of law — 
when traitors were drawn, hung, quartered, 
and disembowelled — when criminals were 
slain by the capricious fury of the mob in 
the pillory — when flagrant, but merciful 
perjury was in constant practice by jury- 
men — when the twelve judges might be 
called into the open air to try a wager of 
battle ; and, reluctantly, and in solemn 
mockery of justice, pronounced sentences of 
death never meant to be executed.* {Law 
Magaziney xi. 342.) Under the impulse of 
abetter spirit and intelligence, these enor- 
mities Imve been removed from the sta- 
tute-book. In his judicial capacity lord 
Klleiiboroiigh was remaikithle for force of 
language and of reasoning ; his integrity 
and indepenrleiice were unquestioned ; but 
he laboured under the deep repnrach of 
being an angry judge. Carried away by the 
violence of his temper, he shot beyoml the 
Ixuinds of legal decorinn and even of justice; 
for ‘in lieu of being the counsel of the ac- 
cused, he became the open advocate of tlie 
prosecutor. His jndgtnents were some 
tunes cruel and unsuitable, as that which 
sentenctd lord Cochrane to the pillory. 
The overbearing deineanoipr of the judge 
in political trials ilid not pass unreptoveil, 
either in the senate or in las own court ; 
hut his irascibility increased with age, 
and on the trial of Mr. Hone it blazed out 
furiously. He failed, ht)wever, to extort a 
conviction of “the poor bookseller,” and 
he only survived this mortifying <liscoin- 
lituro about a twelvemonth, <lying in his 
68th year. His health had long beiMi de- 
clining through the ])ressure of anxious 
and tuibsome «lnties, to which lie stikk 
with iron inflexibility. A large fanniy 
survived him — one a natural daiighttr, 
whom he kindly remembered in his v. ill. 
Leaving a foitune of 320,01)1)/.. he was 
able to make a munificent provision fur Ids 
descendants. He flourished, and was al- 
most the last chirf-j list ice that ditl s >. in 
the age of rich legal sinecures, when offices 
in courts of justice, worth 80.000/., were 
openly saleable. 

17. Mr. Ilobhoiise nominated M. 1’. for 
Westminster, in lieu of the late sir 8. 
Roiniily*. 

3). A riot at Edinburgh during tht? ex- 
ecution of a man for fohliery' ; lu- was cut 
down hy the moh, but tlie police being 
reinforced by the military, he was again 
su.speiidt'd, and the hanging completed. 

Evacuation ok Fuanck. — The most im- 
portant circumstance of the preseni year 
was the entire liberation of the territory nl 
France from the chains under which it 
hai^ been held by the occupation « f a 
laigc part of its domains by tin* fOcur 



747 


GEORGE IK. A.D 

«ov 7 ei 9 who had taken posi^eision of it. | 
By the necond treaty ot Paris, the stay of i 
the occupying army was not to exceed five 
years ; V>ut in the present month, the allied 
Hovereigns, having completed three years, 
during which France had been considered 
as in foreign possession, they entered into 
a resolution, at Aix-la Ghai)elle, of with- 
drawing their respective forces from the 
common terrilory, and leaving it fatirely 
free and independent. 

Miscki.lanies. — H ouses began to be 
heated by steam. 

It appears, in London, that there are 
532 painters, d.'i sculptors, 149 architects, 
2060 engravers in stroke, inezzotinto, aqua- 
iinta, and wood. 

The kaleidescope invented by Dr. Brewster. 

The Himala mountains discovered to be 
the highest in the world : 19 of them 
higher than Chiinboracco, in Peru. 

Three systems of education in this year 
claimed public attention: that of mutual 
instruction propagated by Dr. Bell and 
Mr. Lancaster ; the interrogative system 
of que-stions withouf answers ; and that of 
M. Pestaloz/.i by oral questions. 

'fhe British and Foreign Bible Society 
d stributed between March 31, of 1817 and 
1818. bibles 89,795, and testaments 
101,506. ^ 

Belzoni transported from Kgy’pt to Eng- 
lainl the statue of Memnou. 

It appeared by the report of the house 
of commons, that four millions of pounds’ 
Weight of sloe, liquorisii, and a.sh-tree 
leaves, are every year mixed with Chinese 
teas in Kngl|,iid. 

A parliamentary report exposes abuses 
in sales by auction, reprobating tliem as 
affording encouragement to the manufac- 
ture of inferior articles, and exciting a 
competition for lowness of price in pre- 
ference to excellence of quality, whereby 
the honest tradesmen and best workmen 
are iajiiretl. 

Another report recommended the repeal 
of the usury laws, as futile and mis- 
chievous. 

A patent obtained for improvement in 
printing-presses to work by steam, and for 
rollers for diMtrihuting ink for the types. 

Annuai. OniTMAuv. — Thoma)^ Cogan, 
M.D., 8i, moral and medical writer. Sir 
Richard Musgrave. author ‘tf the “ Irish 
Rehellion*j.*- George Dempster, esq., 86, 
a Scotch advocate, rnany yeirs member 
of the house of commtms : he was the first 
'’^ho taught his countrymen the art ef 
packing salmon in ice, by which means it 
may be sent to a good market in the Bri- 
tish metropolis. Prince of Conde, Hi, one 
‘d the leading emigrants in 1789. Patrick 
Riydone, author of A Tour in Sicil/.” 
Karl of Kerry, 78 ; his lordship had no 
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issue, and was succeeded in his honours by 
his cousin and heir-male, the ot 

Lansdowne. Mrs. Pope, 75, actress. John 
Palmer, esq., late comptroller t>f t\ie p„8t- 
ofiice ; he introduced an entire change in 
the mode of conveying the post, in <lefi- 
ance of an inten sted opposition, and was 
rewarded by a public grant of 50,000/. 
Warren Hastings, esq., 86, formerly go- 
vernor-general of India, and celebrated 
f»>r the seven years’ impeachment of the 
eloquent triumvirs Burke, Fi)X, and She- 
ridan. At his house, in St. James ’s-square, 
sir Philip Francis, 78, the supposed and 
probable author of the Letters of Junius.” 
Sir Philip spent several years in India, and 
subsequently took an active part in Indian 
adkirs in the house of commons. When 
upwards of 70 he married the daughter of 
a clergyman ; but though the disparity of 
years was great, his motive was compa- 
nionship, w'hich object he accomplished to 
the utmost gratification of his hopes. 

A.D. 1819. State OF THE CoUNTitY. — The 
internal condition of the country this year 
was\one of painful interest. Pecuniary 
distietii' was nearly universal : the. agricul- 
tural, "'«j^mmereial, and raamifacturing in- 
terests labotired under unusual depression 
and embarrassment. That portion of the 
people engaged in the labours of husbandry, 
little susceptible, from their dispersed ha- 
bitation and rusticity, of political excite- 
ment, endured the evils of their lot without 
*iu<iible murmurs, or any expression of hos- 
tility against the established order of 
society, or the conduct of government. In 
some manufacturing districts, also, severe 
distress was sustained with mute resigna- 
tion ; in others the case was widely dif- 
ferent. The government and the higher 
classes became alarmed. The prince-re- 
gent issued a proclamation against sedi 
tious meetings ; and .soon after a vast 
assemblage of reformers at Manchester 
were savagely dispersed by military force. 
This act of violence was followetl up on 
the part of government by severe ineaMm*'- 
against the press and seditious meetings ; 
which had the efiect of checking popular 
agitation without eradicating the inherent 
carjses of discontent. Population was felt 
to he redundant in the existing depresdon 
of industry, and encouragement was <’«iveii 
ti> emigration. In the first session of tlu* 
year a parbamentary grant t)f 50 . 000 /. 
was voted for the purpose of esta'oiisliiug 
settlers on the eastern border <>f the Caju* 
of Good Hope, Pub ie attention was <li- 
rected to New South Wales, as opening a 
htiundless region for the protitable employ- 
ment of surplus laboitr and capital. Ihe 
jHJor-laws, with the intluenoe exerted by 
them on the moral and j'h\>ical ciuidition 
of the people; the. state ot the prisens 
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ami of prison discipline ; uiid tho state 
and actual operation ot‘ that portion of the 
crimiiiHl laws under which capital piinish- 
meut was denounced, became the subjects 
of able and laborious puiliumentary invest- 
il'atiim. Political economy, statistics, and 
the principles of legislation, which had 
hitherto had little regard even from rulers, 
were now forced on the attei^tion of all 
classes, from the light they shed on their 
mutual interests, rights, and social re- 
Jations. 

J<m. 8. The will of the late (jueen Char- 
lotte proved in Dhctors' t-ommons, by the 
executors, lord Arden and general Taylor; 
the j>ersonal property sworn under 140.000/. 
Tljc jewels presented to her late majesty 
by the nabob of Arcot were becpieatlud us 
. an hefr-loora 4o the bouse of ^ianoverr and 
the cpieen’s real estate at New Windsor to 
the princess Sophia. 

13. Several of the disciples of the late 
Johajina Southcott appeared at Guildhall, 
t(» Htiswer the charge of creating a riot in 
the streets. It seems they had paraded 
tha city, decorated asith a white cockade 
and star on the left bieast, proclattniiig 
w ith a brazen trumpet ami stentorian voice 
the coming of the ^iromised Shiloh. A 
mob collected and a battle ensued. Before 
the magistrate they maintained the verity 
of their mission, and that it w.-s right they 
shuuid ol)ey God, ruther than man. After 
a suitable admoliition on the lamentable 
character of their delusiou, they were de- 
tained in custody till they coultl find se- 
curity to keep the peace. 

14. Parliament opened hy commission, 
and Mr. Manueis Sutton a >econd tune 
clioseii speaker. ,The royal speech was 
reatl on the t^lst, and congratulated parli- 
ineiit on the evacuation of Fiance, and the 
improvement of ihe revenue. The address 
in both houses passed without a ilivisiun. 

‘JO. Died at Rome. Cli tries IV., ex-king 
of Spain, in the 71st year of his age, having 
survived his consort only a loitnight. 

‘J.>. In consequence ot the ipieen's dcatli 
a bill was introduced, which passt'd into a 
law, for vesting the custody of the king’s 
person in the duke of York, with an ullow- 
aiice of 10,000/. ])er annum. The pecii- 
inury grant was strenuously opposed, hut 
deterided on the ground of the pecuniary 
einnarrussments of the pc' nee. 

Petitions were presented from tlie com- 
niun-councii of London, and fiom the 
quakers.. for a revisal of the criminal law. 

A circular issued from the home-otlice, 
tpecifying the rouditions on which pernons 
would lie permitted to emigrate to iheCa; e 
of Good Hope. On a dejiosit of 10/, for 
eich head of a family, government iiiider- 
tuok to provide a passage and grant au 


allotment of land, to (he extent of 100 
acres. 

F-r/i. 1. An experiment at Portsmunlh 
to make ropes of grass, of a strong and 
pliable texture, grown in the island ol New 
Zealand. The result was promising. 

16. The trade of Hamburgh remarked 
to have undergone three revolutions. The 
prosperity of the city originally depended 
on its breweries ; its beer is now the worst 
and least known in Germany. Ten years 
ago sugar- refiners flourished, and its sugar 
was exported even to countries which bail 
sugar-refiners of their own. These have 
declined from the rivalry of other nations, 
and the traile of iusuritnce has now taken 
the lea«l. Hamburgh has twenty native 
iiiMirance ctanpanies. each with a cajiital 
of from 4.50,000 to 1,. 500,000 marks banco, 
exclusive of private insurers. 

JJfir. ‘2. Sir James Macintosh made a 
motion fir the appointment of a commit ee 
on capital punishments: it was carried, m 
opposition to inmistt‘r.s, by 14.S to IJs. 

3. Tlie Westminster election, to till tbe 
seat of sir S. Komilly, terminated, after a 
sliarp contest between the whig, ladical, 
and ultra- radical candidate. The fiist 
was returned and the last at (he bottom of 
the poll: the numliers being, (r. I,anib, 
446.5 ; J. C. liobhouse, 3ftibl ; lu.ijor 
Cartwright, 3B. 

Kotzebue, the celebrated German dra- 
matist, assassinated at M.inlieim, by a 
stmlent of J» na, named S.n.di, on tlie 
groiiml of his being a .spy in the pay of 
Russia, uml an enemy to the liberties of 
Germany. ^ 

l{»i Sir Manasseh Lopez convicted at 
Kxeter assizes of biibing tlie electors of 
the borough of Grarnpound, and senfenitMl 
in the November following to tw«) years' 
impr .sonmeot and a tine of 10,000/. 

*20. Builiiigtou arcade ojiened. 

‘24. Southwark bridge opi-ned, making 
the sixth metropolitaii Iridge over the 
Thaiiiea* 

A new mai'hine appi'ared in London, for 
aitlnig pedestrians, called »i •* velocipede,” 
CO' sisting of two wlieids, one before the 
other, connected with a perch, on wli.cli 
the rider rests his Isjcly, while with Ids 
feet he .utges the machine forward. The 
U‘C of it, if aiiy» was limited to corpulent 
people, and, after the novelty ceased, it 
uas discontinued. 

Jpr. 14. A court of honour established 
in Bavniia, to prevent duelling. 

20. A gang of swindlers, named Levy, 
Woolf, Kinnenr, and Meyer, who had suc- 
ceeded in obtaining goods to the amount 
of 50.000/., were convicted of a conspiracy, 

I lined, and imprisoned. 

. 27. The Leeds newspapers notice the 
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sorious (lecrouse in one year of upwards of 
*240,000 pieces of woollen cloth in the , 
manufacture of the wes>t riding of York* 
shire. 

May 3. Petitions from the catholics of 
England and Ireland, from the protestaiits 
of Dublin, in favour of their claims, and 
the corporation of the same place against 
them, being presented to parliament m the 
course of tiie session, Mr. Grattan moved 
for a committee to take into considctation 
the laws which afiected tne catholics, in 
which ho wiis ably seconded by loril Nor- 
manhy. After an animated debate the 
motion was lost by two votes only, the 
numbers being 241 to 213. The same 
question was similarly determined in the 
lords, but with a majority of 147 to 106. 

5. The Americans are fitting out, for 
the first time, au expedition to sail round 
the wor.d. 

lb. The Pargiotes left their city, rather 
than submit to the rule of the Turks, to 
whom they were abandoned in virtue of an 
agreemei.t concluded with Ali Paeha by 
sir Thomas Maitland, governor of Corfu, 
ill breach of the good faith under whicli 
the Pargiotes had subnuited, in 1814, to 
the protectiou of the British goveiniiieut. 
Only 40 inhabitants were found in Parga 
when taken possession of by the Turks. 
The exiles were conveyed first to CJorfu, 
and subsequently to a barren island, called 
Megauilsi. 

1 i, Mai quis Camden, having nobly re* 
linquished to the pulilic. us betore noticed, 
the fees of his patent office of a tellciship 
of the exch#quer, a bill was introduced to 
legalize the patriu ic donation, doubts 
having been started whether it was not of 
tlie nature ’a benevolence uii warranted liy 
law. 


are to be published befoie Midsumniei. 
Medicine and surgery furnish the gieatest 
number of works, amounting to 73 in that 
department. 

7. A large armament, that had long 
been fitting out at Cadiz to recover posses- 
sion of Spanish America, is frustrated by a 
mutiny of the troops. 

10. Drsarlful earthquake at Poonali, in 
the East fodies. The earth opened, and 
the extensive disnict of Kbich sunk, with 
2000 iiiliai'itaiits. 

During the voyage *Ias.t year to BafiPiii's- 
>ay ii buttle was thrown into the sea, from 
lii'Utenaiit Parry's ship, off Cape 'Karewell. 
About two niontiis since the buttle was 
found in the island o: Bartragh in Killqla- 
bay, and is siipposeil to have tlt»atid, at 
the rate of eight milts per day, acioss the 
Atlantic. 

14. A large meeting of unemployed 
workmen on Hunslet-mo»r, near Leeds, to 
petition for annual parliaments and uiii 
versal sullrage. 

16. A meeting of the weavers at Glas- 
gow for shiiilar obji^fts. " ’ 

July 1. Tne attainder agaiifst lord 
Edward Fitzgerald reversed. 

5. Great meeting of radicals at Stock- 
port. 

0. Madame Blanchaid made'a nocturnal 
ascent in a halloon at P.iris amidst a dis- 
play of fireworks : wheivat a considerable 
height it took fire, and the unfortunate 
aeronaut was killed. 

7. Lord Sidmouth issued circular letteis 
to the lords-lieutenant of the disturbed 
omities, recommending prompt and ef- 
fectual means fur Iluj prejiervation of the 
public tranquillity, and that the yeomanry 
should hold themselves in readiness. 

12. A meeting of parliamentary lefnin- 


13. A bi 1 introduced, which became 
law, to prevent enlistment, and the equip- 
ment of vessel.H for foieign service. Its 
real object was to prevent Briti-.h subjects 
lending their aid to tha South American 
colonies in their struggle witn .Spam: it 
was unpopular botii in and out ot parlia- 
uteiit, but was passed into a l.iw uy the 
niinisteiial majority. 

24. Princess Victoria, daughter of the 
duke and duchess of Keut, bdrll at Ivea- 
siiiudon palace. 

The plan of mu.ual iii.stvuction, adopted 
in England and at Pans, has iteeu success- 
folly introduced into the Uussian army. 
The jirogress the .sobliers make isastuaish- 
ittg, especially the Cossacks. 

28. The plague ai i'lmis has carried off 
halt the inhiihit. lilts. 

June 2. The iiumher of new works pub- 
lished at Leipsic fair amouitT.s to 3000, and 
comprises all works that have been printed 
io Germany since Michaeluuvs, and that 


ers at Newhall-hill, Birmingham, to the 
number of 15,000: sir Charles Wolseley 
nominated, by a show of hands, “ legisla- 
torial attorney and representative for Bir- 
mingham.’* 

The number of suicides, attempted or 
executed, in the fiist four months of this 
year at Paris amounted to 124, of which 
33 were by females. .Among them were 
64 man led, aiul 60 iinmariied: ;)3 de- 
stroyed themselves from disgust of life, the 
rest from pecuniary difficulues. 

13. Ibirliamenta'ry session terniiiiateil. 

22 A radical meeting in Smithticld ; 
Henry Uuut presided. Air. Harrison was 
arrested at tlie hustings on a ch.uge of 
sediiioQ at Stockport. Great military pie- 
parations, and 6000 special coustaules 
sworn in, to preserve the peace of the cit}. 

24. A constable who had arrested sir 
C. Wolselev for snlition openly shut in the 


streets of Stock poit. 

A J'tmale refomi-s ciety 


established at 
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Blackburn, from which ciicular letters were 
issued, inviting the wives and daughters oi‘ 
workmen to form sister societies for the 
jpurpose of co-operatiug witli the men, and 
instilling into the minds of their children ‘‘ a 
deep-rooted hatred of our tyrannical rulers/* 

26. A numerous met ting at the City of 
London tavern to consider the scheme of 
social improvement'of Mr. Owen of Lanark, 
the duke of Kent in the chair. It was re- 
solved to carry the jdaii into effect, and a 
subscription was 0 ])eued tor the purpose. 

27. At West-end fair, near London, 200 
ruffians armed with bludgeons robbed with 
impunity, and grossly ill-treated several 
females. The number and strength of the 
thieves deterred the police from interfering. 

30. A proclamation issued by the prince- 
regent against military training, seditious 
meetings, and writings, and the election of 
‘‘ legislatorial attorneys. ’ 

^ug. 1. A congress of the continental 
powers held at Carlsbad, when some reso- 
lutions were agreed to, denoiinciiig the 
free<loin of the press and liberal opinions. 

7. Drury-lane theatrfe let t«» Air. Klliston 
for 10.200/. a-year (exclusive of the fruit- 
offices) for 14 years, dur ng which he was 
to expend 15,000/. in repairs. 

0. The Al iiichester leformers having 
cciiveued a meeting for the choice of a 
parliamentary representative, they were 
apprised by the magistrale.s that the object 
was illegal ; upon whicli the design was 
abantloiud, and a meeting convened for the 
16th, to petition lor a reform in parliament. 

10. First stone of Alenai-briilge laid, by 
which the island of Anglesey is coiinec ed 
with Caernarvon, and the Bangor ferry 
superseded. The design is I y Air. Telford, 
on the suspension ])rinciple. 

16. Manchksikk Rhfohm AIkktinu. — 
This memorable meeting was held on a 
piece of ground calle<l St. Peter’s-field, 
adjoining a church of tiiai name. During 
the whole of the morning large bodies uf 
reformers, arrayed in ivguiar unler, con- 
tinued marching into Manchester from the 
neighbouring towns and villages. Kach 
had its banner ; some with caps of liberty, 
and bearing the inscriptions, *• No (Jorii 
Laws,” “Annual Harliaineuts,'’ •• Vote by 
Ballot,” “ Liberty or Death.” Two clubs 
of iemale ret'oriners advanced, one of 
them numbering upwar<ls of one hundred 
and filty members, ami bearing a white 
0 ’k banner. A b.uid of special lun- 
staoles took up a position in the field with- 
out resistance. At one o’clock, when Mr. 
Hunt took e chair, the numl)ers as>cmhled 
were estimated m 51), 000 men, women, 
and children, all in holiday spirits. The 
chaiiman.«*pressed his full confidence in 
their peaceable demeanour, nor was an of- 
l^iitive weapon to be seen among them. 


While he was speaking, surprise was ex 
cited by the appearance of the yeoman* 
cavalry at the extremity of the field, who. 
after pausing a moment to breathe their 
hordes, brandished their swords, and 
charged, right through the crowd, u]> to 
the platform. On coming up, the com- 
manding-officer told Hunt he was their 
prisoner, and, with Johnson and others, 
was taken into custody. A cry now ro.se 
among the military, of “ Have at th. ir 
flags and they struck down not only 
those fixed round the platform, hut others 
dispersed through the field, charging right 
and left with their drawn swords, and 
da.shing through all that obstructed their 
passage. A dreadful scene of confusion 
and terror ensued, numbers being trampled 
under the feet of the hnises. or cut down, 
men and women indiscriminately : while a 
body of magistrates, at the head of whom 
was a Christian minister, viewerl the bloody 
scene in security, from the windows of an 
adjacent house, and are said to have read 
the Uiot-act ; but this was known to lew, 
and it is certain no time was allowed for 
dispersion, as scarcely twenty miiiutt'S had 
elapsed from the opening of the meeting 
before the massacre begun. The killed 
and wounded was upwards of four hundred. 
Coroner.s’ inquests were held on the bodies 
of the slain ; hut the verdicts ot the juries 
were evasive, and led to no judiewil pro- 
ceeding. Bil s preferred against indivi- 
duals of the yeomanry to tiie gran<l-jiii v 
at Lancaster were thrown out, and their 
example waspleuleil by tlie Manehesier 
magistrates for refusing to eoflimit on .iny 
charge connected with the tiansactions ol 
the i6th. True hills, however, were found 
against Messrs. Hunt, Moor house, John- 
sou, and si ven others, for a conspiracy to 
overturn tlie govern iiient. 

27. Lord Siilmouth communicated tc 
tin* Manchester magistrates, and to major 
Tr.ifiind, and the military serving luahr 
him. the thanks of the prince-regent •* for 
ttieir pionipt, decisive, and eflieient mea- 
sures for the pieserv ition of the puhlie 
tranquiliity” »)ii the 16th instant. 

.Vr/y/. 2. Meeting in Westminster, at 
which sir Francis Burdett presid* d, iclativo*. 
to the late tmtrage .it Mai.cliester. Meet- 
ings were also held about the same period 
ill the city of London, at (ilasgow, YoiV, 
Bristol, Liverpool, Norwich, and Notting- 
ham, to address the regent or parliament 
on the same subject. Some petitioned ior 
inquiry ; others passed a strong censure on 
the Manchester authorities and the minis 
ters who advised the royal letter of thanks. 
There were also counter-atldresses, calling 
for the repression of sedition and bias* 
pbeiny ; one from the city oi London vritli 
5000 signatures. 
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25. Olwum iNquKST .— a coroner’s 
inquest was held at Oldain on John Lees, 
who was killed at the Manchester meeting 
on the IGih of August. After hearing an 
immense mass of conflicting testimony, the 
coroner unexpectedly adjourned the inquest 
to December Ist. Before tliis period ar- 
rive«l, the case being referred to the court 
of King’s-bench, the whole proceedings 
were declared null and void by the irregu- 
larity of the coroner himself, who ha<l 
neglected to view the body in the presence of 
the jury, as by law requiivd, and the court 
in consequence directed that no verdict 
should be returned. By this decision the 
hope that had been cherished, of obtaining 
a legal decision on the character of the 
Manchester affair, was destroyed. 

Oct, 12. Richard Carlile tried and found 
guilty of a blasphemous libel, in republish- 
ing Paine’s *• Age of Reason.” Tlie trial 
lasted three da 3 s, and the accused de- 
fended himself. He was also fniind guilty'' 
of publishing Palmer’s “ Principles of Na- 
ture,” an American publication. Upon 
being brought up for jvidgmeut (November 
IGth), an affidavit was put in by the de- 
fendant, stating that 3U0U copies of the 
‘‘ Age of Reason” had been sold at half-A- 
guinea a copy. For both libels he was 
sentenced to three years’ imprisonment in 
Dorchester gaol, and to pay 1500/. fine. 

23. E.irl Fitzwilliain dismissed from the 
lonl-lieiitenancy of the West Riding of 
‘ Yorkshire, iiaviifg signed the requisition 
for the York meeting ou the Manchester 
outrage, lu consequence of the earfs dis- 
missal, several officers resigned their cora- 
niissions in the Yorkshire yeomanry. 

Nov. C. As a precaution against the 
designs of the radicals, lord Sidmouth is- 
sued a circular to the lonls-heutenant, 
directing that all pieces of cannon trying 
about” iu the streets were, to be removed 


nor: 2. To punish any person, found 
guilty, on a second conviction, of libel, by 
fine, imprisonment, and hanUhm&nt (as first 
introduced, /^-rinspor/a/ion) for life : 3. For 
preventing seditious meetings, requiring 
the names of seven householders to the 
requisition, which in future convened any 
meeting for the discussion of subjects con- 
nected with church or state: 4. To pro- 
hibit military training, except under the 
authority of a magistrate or lord-lieu- 
tenant: b. Subjecting cheap periodical 
pamphlets on political subjects to a duty 
similar to newspapers: 6. And lastly, a 
bill giving magistrates the power of entering 
houses by night or by day, for the purpose 
of seizing arms, believed tube codected ^br 
unlawful purposes. These bills were ail 
carried by large majorities; the entering 
houses by night, and the severity of the 
restrictions on the press, were chiefly ob- 
jected to ; but there appeared a general con- 
currence in the necessity of strong mea- 
sures. 

Dec. 1. Upon a motion by the marquis 
of Lansdowne, for aft inquiry into the state 
jf the manufacturing districts, the Man- 
chester affair was again discussed. Mar- 
quis Wellesley agreed that the country 
was in danger ; but the danger proceeded 
from the advocates of annual parliaments 
and universal suffrage. Lord Grenville 
declared he could see no necessity for the 
present motion, nor an inquiry into tin 
Manchester transactions, convinced, as he 
was, that the conduct of the magistrates 
was highly meritorious. Motion negatived 
by 178 to 47. 

3. Mr. Cobbett arrived in London from 
America. In his way from Liverpool he 
had pur| osed passing through Manchester, 
but was ileterrcd by the preparations made 
by the magistrates fvir his reception. 

la. Mr. J. U. Ilobhovise taken iiuo cus- 


out of the way, nr made useless. 

23. Parliament opened by' the re- 
gent, who was greeteil in un flattering 
manner by the populace. In the lords on 
aineudmeiii to the addre.ss was moved by 
earl (hey, with reference to the Manchester j 
proceedings, which were characterised as I 
illegal and unconstitutional ; and ably sup- 
pnited by Krskiiie, but negatived by 159 
jiecrs to 34. A similar amendment, after 
two days’ debate, was negatived in the 
commons, 150 members voting for, and 
3Sl against, inquiry. 

30, Six Acts. — L.»rd Sidmouth, iu the 
tipper house, and lord Oastlereagh, in the 
lower, gave an ontlme of the coercive mea- 
sures they had in contemplation in the 
present state of the country. They acquired 
the name of the Six Acts,” and' consisted, 
of tile following bilks ; — 1. To fake away the 
tight of traversing iu cases of miiwleuaea- 


tody by a warrant of the speaker, for ob- 
servations on tr.e house of commons, in his 
pamphlet of a Trifling Mistake,” and 
committed to Newgate. 

Miss O'Neik ihe celebrated tragic 
actress married to \V. llecher, M.F. 

30. The labourers of St. Giles's petition- 
ed parliament to be employed in cnltivatiiig 
the four millions of waste land in Ireland. 

31. The poor experienced great distress 
from the severity of weather. Iu London 
places were opriietl for the reception ot the 
houseless, under the patronage of benevo- 
lent persons. 

Fuance. — At the beginning of rlie year 
a new minstry was appointed, with M. de 
Cazes at their head. They were po]uilar, 
but the ultra-royalis»ts carried a vote m the. 
house of peers which tended to destroy the 
freedom of election. Louis XV HI. ui- 
cUned to the moderatt party, and, to so* 
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cure their preponderance, he crjejiited 54 
new peers, uinl recalled t\venty*ttvo ut' the 
number erased from the list in 1815, chiefly 
the marshals and adherents of Napoleon. 
Some relaxation was made in the law 
restraining the liberty oi'the press ; and the 
attempts made • to renew the outrages 
against protestant6 in the south of France 
were defeated. Agriculture was flourish- 
ing, jind the arts and all branches of in- 
dustry beginning to revive. 

Gkumany. — In Hanover, where the duke 
of Cambridge acted regent, the states 
abolished tortare, reduci^ the army, and 
inaile the nobles liable to share in public 
burdens. Bavaria, Wirtein berg, and Baden 
had redeemed the pledj^s given to tludr 
subjects pending the struggle with Napo- 
leon, to grant them coiiNtitutions ; but 
Prussia acted evasively. Great discontents 
were in consequence manifested among the 
intelligent part of the population, and 
many patriots were imprisoned or 1 auished 
for insi-sting on their civil rights. The pro- 
fessors and students of the universities 
were strenuous in their elforts to obtain the 
establishment of constitvitional govern- 
ments. But zeal carried them to excess, 
and Austria and the leading powers be- 
came alarmed at the existence of secret 
associations. The Russian stuilents were 
recalled from the German universities. 
Ttie diet established a central tribunal at 
IMentz, with inquisitorial authority to hunt 
out and punish all suspecteil of political 
offences. 

.South Amkrica. — T he efliirls of thos<^ 
provinces had been recently crowned with 
sticcess. General Bolivar completely de- 
feateil the royalist armies in New Grenada, 
hoisted the standard of republicanism, and 
proclaimed the union of New Grenada with 
Venezuela, under the general name of C-o- 
liimbia. A republican constitution was 
alterwards promulgated for tliese vast re- 
gions, and an assembly of representatives 
opened by a speech from' tly; liberator re- 
plete with moderation attd apolitical wis- 
dom. ^Lord Cochrane, who had fitted out 
a >Iiip in Knglaud to joinVhe patriots, was 
njijiuiiited to the commauii of the Chiliofi 
sipiadroii, and displayed his characteristic 
skill ami enterprise. 

Annum. Oihtu.xuy. — At Somers-town, 
Dr, Walcot, SI, better known as Prier 
Pindqr. In Canadii, of which he was 
g( vernor-general, Charles fourth duke of 
Ricinnoiid. d' hydrophobia: it re.sulted 
from the lute of a lap-dog, six weeks pre- 
viuusly. .1 -tnes Watt, LL.D., 83, the 
celebrated improve- of the steam-engine 
and cMlUivator of iiaturaVphilosophy. John 
Playfair, I).J)., F.R S, 70, protVssor of 
matheinaties in the university of Kdin- 
burgh) eminent philosophical^ writer. 


Samuel Lysorts, IMl.S,, 56, keeper of the 
recunis in the Tower, and distinguished 
antiquarian. Right IJwn. George Rose, 
73, author of a pamphlet on the Influence 
of the Crown,” and an active and indiistii- 
ous ])laceman, under Mr. Pitt's miniKtry. 
Dr. Cyril Jackson, 79, master of Christ- 
church, aSid preceptor of the piince-regt iit. 
Malcolm Laing, 57, late M.P., and Scot- 
tish historian. 

A.o. 18-0. Jan. 1. Colonels Uiego and 
Qiiirvoga proclaimed the constitution 
adopted by the covtes in l8l‘2, and march- 
ed towards Cadiz. 

7. Birmingham theatre bumf. It was 
at first ascribed to tlie r.ulicals in revenge 
•»f the ultra-loyalty of manager Bunn, w lo 
nightly persisted in singing ‘‘ God save the 
King;’’ but was found to have pioceedid 
from the wailding of a pistol having un- 
observed lodged ill the scenery. 

19. Foreign juuruaU prohibited in 
Austriiu 

The Rev. Mr. Hay, rector of Ackworth, 
cbairmaii of the Lancaster quarter-sessions, 
and thi^ leading magistrate at Manchester 
(August 16), presented to the valuable 
vicarage of Rochdale by the archbishop of 
Canterbury. 

23. Died, at Sidmouth, in bis 53rd year, 
prince Kdwaivl, duke of Kent, fourth son 
of the king, llis death >Yas occasioned by 
exposure to wet and cold, after a long walk, 
on the 13th instant. He4efr behind him 
a widow, the si.ster of prince Leopold, and 
a daughter only fight months old, to v/hum 
he bequeathed all his property, by a will 
dated on the day preceding his dissolution. 
The duke had been much in the army, 
wheie he was a strict disciplinarian. His 
habits were tinctwri-d with eccentricity, but 
he was much respected for his charitable 
disposition and moderation. In politics lie 
did not fake an active part, but inclined to 
the sicli; of the opposition more than to tlmt 
of ministers. 

27 . AuciiKS Court. — A curious case 
occurred in Doctors’-commous : — George 
Nortou, esq., sought to annul his minrriage 
on the ground of his own impotency ! The 
object was stated to be topmtict the legal 
heirs to Mr. Norton’s property, the lady, 
after seven years of cohabitation, turning 
out to be pregnant. Sir J. Nicholl, and all 
the lawyers, agreed that the suit was 
wholly unprecedented. The husband was 
45 Years of age when he marriefli in 1812, 
and the vife 23; and he now prayed a 
divorce, projtter naturalem et ittsanaftiittn 
drfrvtinn nunm. The leanieil jiulge dis- 
missed the suit, chiefly on the ground of 
the time that had elapsed since the nup- 
tials. ami tliat the husband married with a 
knowledge of Ids impotiMicy. 

/tnother curious case tii the Consistory 
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court was that of Mrs. Mortimer of Black> 
heath. In 1811 Mrs. M. gave birth to a 
male child* and, being alarmingly ill, she* 
in the belief of approaching death, told 
her husband that she could not die happy 
without relieving her mind by confessing 
to him that she had long carried on an 
adulterous intercourse with a ]\Jr. Young. 
The same evening she received the sacra- 
ment, but unexpectedly recovered. Mr. 
Mortimer, however, determined upon a 
separation, and, after consulting with the 
iady^s father, it was mutually agreed that 
she should go and live with him, Mr. Mor- 
timer agreeing to allow her a maintenance 
of 100/ a-year. Mrs. Mortimer now ap- 
plied to the court for a restitution of con- 
jugal rights, on the ground that no legal 
proof of adultery existed against her — lier 
own confession not being admissible us 
such. Sir John Nicholl refused the appli- 
cation. 

*29. Death of Georgb III. — ^The late 
king was in the 82nd year of his age, and 
the 60th of his reign. He had issue, by 
ueen Charlotte, seven sons and live 
aughters, of whom six of the fonner and 
four of the latter survived him. Ilis bodily 
health had continued good till within two 
or three months of his dissolution ; 4)ut he 
had not enjoyed a lucid interval since the 
beginning of the regency, in 1811. His 
majesty’s recollection of past events was 
exact ; and occasional sketches of the {)er- 
sons and characters of his early ministers 
often foilned the subject of his lonely 
soliloquies at Windsor. He had lung been 
totally blind and almost deaf ; and, from the 
uversioiti hp had to any of his attendants 
rendering ^im personal assistance, his 
beard had been suffered to grow to an al- 
most patriarchal length. Before his deaf- 
ness he frequently amused himself at the 
harpsichoitd^ and seldom playc<l anything 
but the music of his favourite Handel. 
Tile duke of York, lords Henley and Win- 
cliLdsea, and general Taylor, were present 
when the king died. St. Paul’s bell began 
tolliMg at midnight. It was preceded by 
theJolling of all the other church-belltt in 
London. The dean ordered the great bell 
of the abbey to begin tolling at oue o’clock. 


PUBI.IO STATUTES. LVl. TO LXt 
OKOHdK 111. 

56 (veo. HI., c. 22 and c. 23. Regulates 
intercourse with the island of St. Helena 
during the detention of Buonaparte, and 
indemnifies persons coneerried in bis de- 
tention. 

Cap. 60. Transfers dividends, lotterj- 
pnzes, &C., unclaimed for ten years, to com- 
<^dssioaers for reduction of national debt. 


Cap. 68. Provides a new silver coinage, 
and secalU the old. Siker bullion to be 
coined into silver coins of a standard fine- 
ness of 1 1 oz. 2 dwts. of fine silver, and 
18 dwts. of alloy in the pound troy ; and 
in weight at the rate of 66«. to every pound 
troy, whether in crowns, half-crowns, shil- 
lings, or sixpences. Gold coin the only legal 
tender throughqut the United Kingdom for 
any sum exceeding 40s. (before it was 
25/.) either by weight, tale, or otherwise. 
Weight and fiaeness of gold coin, 22 
carats fine, and 2 alloy, divided into 44^ 
guineas of the present value of 21r., or 
proportionably in any coinage of gold, of 
a Hew denomination. Under the latter 
clause sovereigns were issued early in the 
next leign, containing parts of a 
guinea, of the like standard fineness. 

Cap. 100. Securing liberty of subject, 
empowering judges to issue writ of habeas- 
corpus, and make the same returnable to 
themselves in vacation. 

Cap. 120. For procuring annual returns 
of criminals in Ireland. 

Cap. 138. Abidislies pillory except for 
perjury and subornation of perjury. 

57 Geo. 111., c. 3. Su»pends habeas- 
corpus act. 

Cap. 6. Preservation of sovereign’s per- 
son against treasonable practices. 

Cap. 7. Seduction of soldiers. 

Cap. 19. Prevention of seditious meet- 
ings. 

Cap. 61. Abolishes offices of wardens, 
chief-justices, and justices in eyre, north 
and south of Trent. 

' Cap. 65. Recompensing persons who 
have held high and efficient offices ; pensions 
granted to first lord of the treasury, chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, &c., after holding 
offices fixed periods : intended as an equiwi- 
lent for sinecures that were abolished at 
this period. 

Cap. 75. Abolishes whipping of female 
offenders. 

Cap. 93. Regulates costs of distresses 
for small rents. 

58 Geo. III., c. 30* Prevents frivolous 
actions of assault and slander. If damages 
recorded under 405., costs obtained not to 
^ceed 405. 

Cap. 45. For building additional 
churches in populous parishes. 

Cap. 70. Abolishes rewards on convic- 
tion i»f persons of highway robbery and 
other offences; fticilitates prosecution ot 
such offences ; suppression of disorderly 
houses. These rewards, or hhod~money^ as 
it was termed, were found to be an iiuliice- 
meiit to perjury, and police-officers and 
others had been convicted ot inveigling per- 
sons into the commission ot crimes tor the 
sake of the rewards. . 

Cap. 91, Appoints ccmraissioners lor^m 
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qu^ into the mana^ment qf public cha- 
rities left for the education of the poor ; 
universities and public schools exempt 
from inquiry. The act originated in tlie 
inquiries of a parliamentary committee, of 
which Mr, Brougham was the very effi- 
cient chairman, and which discovered 
great abuses in the management of public 
charities. 

Gap. 95. Election of county coroners re- 
gulated. 

59 Geo. III., c. 7. Prevents frauds in 
(Mitlery trade. 

Cap. 35. Establishei trial by jury in 
4ivil causes in Scotland. 

Cap. ^9. Qualification of M.P.’s. 

Cap. 46. Abolishes appeals and wager 
of battle. 

Cap. 49, Bank restriction continued till 
May 1, 1823 ; gradual resumption of cash 
payments; export of gold and silver al- 
lowed. 

Cap. 127. Provides for care of pauper 
lunatics. 

60 Geo. III., c. I, Against military train- 
ing and exercises. 

Cap. 2. Authorises justices to seize arms 
in distuibed counties in England ami S?cot- 
laud. 

Cap. 4. Prevents delay in administra- 
tion of justice. 

Cap. 6. Prevents seditious meetings. 

Cap. 8. Prevents blasphemous and se- 
ditious libels. 

Cap. 9. Subjects certain periodical 
ji^mphlets containing matter relative to 
church or state to the newspaper stamp- 
duty. 

Cap. 14. Remedies inconveniences in 
committing power of magistrates in local 
and peculiar jurisdictions. 

finance, taxation of IRELAND, MR. 
SECRETARY l*KEl/s UIM.. 

'Fiiii period from the peace to the king's 
death was one of fiscal difficulty, and 
the impatience of the people to be relieved 
of their most irksome huniens, combined 
with the stagnation of trade, made it im- 
possible for ministers to act on a general 
system of finance. The course conlem- 
jilated by government at the close of the 
war was to keep up an efficient sinking- 
fund, and to continue, during several years, 
the proper ly-tax on the reduced scale ol 5 
p r cent. This plan fell to the ground on 
tue rejection of that tax by the house of 
commons, March 19, 1816 ; a rejection al- 
together WLJxpectefi hy ministers, who 
were «o chagrined at the eagerness of the 
rich to throw off their ehar© of the war- 
taxes, that they voluntarily, and as an act 
to the poor, gave up the war-duty 

xijlK Thus the public was at once re- 


lieved to the amount of about 17 millions 
per annum. Great as was this easemftnt 
to the community, it was not equivalent to 
the loss sustained by the fall jn prices, and 
consequent diminution of profits and in- 
come to the productive classes ; wliile, on 
the other hand, ministers w ere embarrassed 
by the sudden withdrawal of so large a 
portion of the revenue, and, compeliitig 
them to continue the practice of auticipa 
lion, exchequer-bills were issued, and a 
loan of nine millions borrowed from the 
Bank. In consequence of the system 
forced on government, no progress was 
made in the reduction of the public debt of 
the kingdom during the first five years of the 
peace: on the contrary, it greatly increased, 
and in January, 1819, the annual interest 
of the debt exceeded by 5,202,771/. {ParL 
Paper, No, 35, Sess. 1819) the interest in 
1813. To continue augmenting the delit 
in peace as well as war could only have 
one inevitable issue ; but the general 
eagerness for relief left no alternative to 
government. In 1819, however, they made 
an effort to bring the income nearer to the 
expenditure. In that year, having c;Uled 
on parliament to give efficiency to the 
sinking-fund, they succeeded in a inea.snre 
little expected ui the midst of peace, the 
imposition of new taxes to the amount of 
three millions. These were imposed 
chietly on malt, spirits, and tobacco, and 
paid with reluctance during the next two 
years of doubt and embarrassment, it was 
not till the following reign that financial 
prospects brightened, and which was 
brought about by tlie restoration x>f tian- 
qiiillity among the working <;^ssps, tin; 
reduction of the 5 per cents., and a tiMnsfoi 
of a p irtion of tiie half pay and pensinii- 
list to the next gei.eration. 

The following exliioits the nett iiic inc 
of the cuuutiy during the first five yais 
of pe.ice, from taxes and loans a he Iasi 
inclusive of exchequer-bills fuiuled .*a<l I'nc 
excess of is.sue ; : — ^ 

Year. liv Tajres. Ihf L’ianx. 

181 6 Ciii' 635,7 11 £ 1 8*. 890 ,771 

1817 52. 372, -403 17, 32:), 061 

1818 53 , 9.59 ,218 .33 , 3:;o , b0l> 

1819 53,291,508 23,25.5,n>9 

1820 35,063,693 28,127,480 

The proj)erty-t IX received in 1816 
ainounli’d to 12.276,871/.; in 1817. to 
2,568,654/.; in 1818, to 658,338/. ; in sub- 
sequent jears the arrears receivi d were 
inconsiderable. 

Prior to 1798 no uniform account of in- 
come and expenditure was laiil belore the 
nation. In that year a committee ol par 
Uament was appointed to arrange an order 
awd form of accounts to be presented an- 
nually to the house of commons. The 
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omoii of exchequers forme another epoch I 
4ii finanqe' vrhicYi \\ is important to no- 
tice. On the 5th of January, 1817, the 
exchequer of Ireland was united to that 
of Great Britain. All our previous state- 
ments of income, up to 1816, inclusive, re- 
fer to the revenue of England and Scot- 
land apart from Ireland, which, previous to 
the consolidation ol* the two exchequers, 
had its own chancellor of the exchequer 
and public accounts. As we have not 
hitherto 'given any account of the revenue 
of Ireland, we subjoin a statemeot of the 
sums raised by taxes in that kingdom, ex- 
clusive of loans, from the Union to 1820: 



£. 


£. ^ 

1800 

2,409,493 

1811 

5,560,743 

1801 

3,462,234 

1812 

6,304,375 

1802 

4,353,790 

1813 

6,504,558 

1803 

3,()63,715 

1814 

7,154,070 

1804 

4,042,628 

1815 

7.334.786 

180.') 

4,224,131 

1816 

6,204.78') 

1806 

4,894,829 

1817 

5,541,410 

1807 

5,502,130 

1818 

5,611,215 

1808 

5,687,617 

1819 

5,401,217 

1809 

5,490,343 

1820 

4,715,314 

1810 

4,970,148 



Measures were adopted, towards the 
close of the present reign, for the restora- 
tion of the currency. For this purpose^a 
hill was passed, in 1819, for the Resump- 
tion of cash-pa\ments by the Bank of 
England, commonly called Mr. Peel’s Bill. 
The time fixed was May, 1823; l.ut the 
Bank, having accumulated a large supply 
of gold, anticipated this period, and re- 
commenced Specie payments in May, 18*21. 
Before the enactmiuit of Peel’s bdl. l»auk- 
paper had almost entirely recovered from 
its previous depreciation, which greatly 
facilitated the return to cjtsh-payments. 
Thistecovery was partly occasioned by the 
breaking of the country-hanks in 1814, 
I8l5, and 1816, and the immense reduc- 
tion in provincial papier, which, leaving an 
opening for the circulation of the Bank, 
raised its value nearly to a par with gold. 
In 181;) paper, w'hicii had been depreciatcMi 
16 per cent, below that of gold. rose, in 
1817-18, without the interference of go- 
vernment, to within little more than 2J* of 
the value of goUl ; and u\ 1819 the depre- 
ciation amounted to only 4:J j»er cent. 
{M*Cu//och'‘8 iMm. Diet., Ivr etlU. 71.) It 
follows that the rise in the v.iltic of the 
currency could not have originated in Mr. 
Peers bill, since the change had been in 
great part consummated before Mr. Peer.s 


of foieijrn'jnoducU.and the exViMhen oi 
monopolies. 

COMMERCB, OFFICIAL AND DECLARED VALUE 
OF EXFOim, DEPRECIATION IN PRICE. 

Durino the war commercial prosperity 
was commonly ascribed to certain mono- 
polies in navigation and commerce, which 
we enjoyed in virtue of our naval supe- 
riority. These were unquestionably ad- 
vantages. Without the command of the 
seas, our coloi^es would have been liable 
to be captured, our trade interrupted, (n^id 
partly destroyed. The ascendancy of our 
navy kept open ftr us the common high- 
way of nations : it prevented detriment 
from the war, but h did not open new out- 
lets for British produce and inanufacture.s 
further than by an extension from the ac- 
quisition of tlie colonies of the enemy. The 
war was not commercial nor maritime. 
France, after the loss of the Toulon fleet 
and the decisive victory of Ilowe on the 
Ist of June, ceased to contend with us for 
the mastery of the ocean. It was not on 
that element her existence was endanger- 
ed, hnt on land, and it was to resist 
the continental powers leagued against 
her that she concentrated her energies and 
resources. In balancing the losses and 
gains of hostilities to British commerce, it 
is probable the former preponderated. The 
conquest of sugar-islands, and the exten- 
sion of the colonial market, to which Mr. 
Pitt aiul his colleagues were wont to attach 
such undue importance, and which c*»usti- 
tuted their chief trophy, w’as not an equiva- 
lent for the iuterdictjioii of mercantile in- 
tercourse- with Spaing Holland, Btdgium, 
and Italy. Neither did the iitcrease of 
the carry ing-trade make up the deficiency ; 
for this was an advantage of trifling im- 
port, ami one in which we shared in coin- 
iium with the Americans, Danes, Prussians, 
and other neutral states. Because, tiade 
increased during the war, ils prosperity 
seems to have been erroneously asctibed to 
it; whereas had general peace continued — 
had the nations of Europe not been impo- 
verished and their intercourse impeded by 
hostilidts. it is highly probable tliat all ot 
them (England esjiecially) woubl Have ad- 
vanced, much more rapidly than they did, 
ill riches, industry, and commerce. So iar 
as Britain is concerned, tluji conclusion is 
incontestable; for though British corn 
raerco increased greatly during the war, it 
increased still faster during peace, a 
truth clearly shown by a comparative re- 


act was passed. It is to other caiise.H that turn of exports. • r 

we must ascribe the fall in the prices of The average exports of 

comiiFsdities ; namely, to a diminution in years, from 1793 to 1802 , were oO,/ 6( , U. ^ 

the cost of piiHluctiou by the more exten- The average exports of \ ® 

vWe U9e of machinery, to the competition second war, from 1803 2 ' 
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elusive (leaving^ out 1813, the records of 
which were destroyed by the fire of the 
custom-house, and considering^ 1802 as a 
year of peace), were 42,14 ), 000/. 

But the average exports of the sev^n 
years of peace, from 1814 to 1820, both 
inclusive, were 53,922,000/. ; showing the 
proportionately more rapid extension of 
commerce during the latter than the two 
former periods. 

It may be here repeated that the first 
years of peace were years of difficulty, aris- 
ing from unfavourable harvests, pievalence 
of political discontent, unsettled state of 
the currency, and revulsion in prices. ; 
But the trauqtiil period of the next 
reign will more clearly establish the supe-' 
rior commercial advantages of peace over 
war, and to that we defer a more detailed 
exposition of the progress of commerce and 
manufactures since 1815. 

The value of exports given above is the 
official value; but the conclusion would 
have been the same had we used the de- 
clared value. (^Lowe g Pregent State of 
England^ p. 26.) A discrepancy between 
these different forms of custom-house re- 
turns had now become very apparent, and in- 
creased still more glaringly during the reign 
of George IV, It may be suitable in this 
place to exjdain the origin of the difference. 

The official value of exports is computed 
according to the weight or magnitude of 
merchandise, and at a uniform rate of 
price fixed so far back as 1698. The t/c- 
clared value of exports is computed accord- 
ing to the value declared by the exporting 
merchant, and varies with the fluctuations 
of the market. Otficial value measures 
the quantify of commodities anpually ex- 
ported ; declared value, their current prices. 
It is a curious fact in the commercial prt>- 
gress of the country, that the increase in 
the declared value of exports has not kept 
pace with the increase in their quantity. 
While the exports of British produce and 
manufactiireH rather more than doubled in 
quantity in the twenty years from 1 798 to 
1818, the declared value of them only in- 
creased from 33,148,682/. in 1798 to 
45,188,250/. in 1818. Tliis discrepancy 
began to be most apparent about 1808, and 
has continued, with accelerated pace, its 
downward progress to the present time. 
The causes which have enabled merchants 
to offer our cottons, linens, hardwares, and 
oth jr products, to foreigners at such greatly 
reduced prices, must be sought for in the 
reduction of w^es and profits ; the use of 
machtoery, wiiich has lessened the cost of 
production ; and the {all in the price of the 
raw material. As price is merely relative, 
if the depreciation in the money value of 
ept imports had been proportionate, no 
milNNial lost would have l^u sustained. 


But this is probably not so. The cheapen 
rate at which we have offered our manu^ 
factures abroad is an advantage obtained 
ill part by the reduction in the price of 
manufacturing labour at home ; thereby 
abridging the comforts of those whose em- 
ployments have been superseded or 
abridged by the competition of mechanical 
applications. 

POPULAR EDUCATION, BELL AND LANCASTER, 
PUBLIC CHARITIES. 

The institution of charity-schools in 169S, 
and of Sunday schools in 1781, were ste))s 
at long intervals towards the education of 
the English poor. In 1797-8' a further 
Advance was made by the schemes of po- 
pular instruction brought under public 
notice by ])r. Bell and Josepii Lancaster. 
Their plans excited much iuieiesr, and by 
the introduction of mutual instruction, 
slate writing, reading, and pronouncing by 
syllables, and a mode of tuition better 
adapted to juvenile minds, gieat improve- 
ments were effected in the practice of 
education. It was rendered more expedi- 
tious, less expensive, and not so irksome 
and unnatural to children. From Dr. Bell 
the National School Society had its origin, 
and from Mr. Lancaster, the British and 
Foreign School Society ; the latter being 
patronised by the Dissenters, and the 
turnier by the Established Church, between 
whom there long existed a rivulry that 
terminated to the benefit of the commu- 
nity by the establishment of many uselul 
institutions. 

Infant Schools formed another useful 
auxiliary of popular instruction. The idea 
of ail infant school was suggested by the 
asylum foundeil by Mr. Owen for tliu 
children of the adult populatii u of New 
I..anark. The objects sought by these es- 
tablishments were threefohl: first, to pro- 
vide a receptiifle for children whose pa- 
rents are occupied during the day, or 
unable or unwilling to take care of them ; 
secondly, to instruct them in the rinliments 
of virtue and knowledge ; and, thirdly, to 
accomplish both these ends by a more 
natural and cheerful moile of instruction 
than heretofore practised in dame schools. 
The first infant school in the metropolis 
was established in 1818 under the auspices 
of lords Lansdowne and Dacre, and Messrs. 
Brougham, Macaulay, Mill, and Wilson. 
They are now pretty general throughout 
Britain and iu Ireland. 

About 1819 Robert dwen began to at- 
tract ntteiition by the zeal with which ha 
sought to promote his Rational SYs-mi 
OF Society, His leading idea was that 
the character of man is not formed Ay hm 
but for him. either by natural organization 
or the external circumttances to which he 
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has beea subjected Irom birth. Hence ^ 
Mr. Owen concluded that by improving 
the circumstanceH which surrounded an ! 
individual in his early years the individual | 
himself may be improved, and, in place of 
all inferior, he may be made a very supe* 
rior being. The main position that the 
“ child is father to the man” was readily 
conceded, but difference of opinion pre* 
vailed as to the best practical application 
of this truth. The philanthropist himself 
was for establishing separate and insulated 
cuminuuities, from which evil example and 
association should us. much as posNible be 
excluded, and in place of the competition 
and emulation of every-day life, etpiality 
and community of property and labour lie 
substituted. As Mr. Owen's ideas involved 
an entire change in the existing structure 
ofsociety, they encountered opposition, but 
in the following reign he had obtained 
a suiiicient number of followers to subject 
his scheme of social amelioration to a 
course of experimental trial. 

During the four last years of the present 
reign Mr. Brougham was almost un- 
ceasingly occupied in suggestions and in- 
quiries for the advancement of popular 
eilucation. Ills aim was two-fold : first, 
to introduce a parochial system of instruc- 
tion ; secondly, to provide funds for the 
undertaking, either by a public provision, 
or by restiUition to their original purposes 
of the misapplied endowmen s of charita- 
ble fouiKiations. As chairman of a parlia- 
mentary committee appointed to “ inquire 
into the education ot the lower orders,*' 
lie collccte<l a mass of useful information, 
showing, first, the large portion of the po- 
w |m'atioii that were without ihe means of 
instruction ; and, secondly, the vast funds 
existing in the kingdom, piously be- 
queathed for the purpose, but which had 
been misapplied by the fraud ami negli- 
gence of trustees. The result of his 
powerful eseitioiis was the appointment of 
a commission to inquire into the abuses of 
public charities ; and in the first session of 
the new reign {June 28, 1820), in an able 
speech he brought the subject of popular 
education under the notice of parliament. 
The leading feature of his project was to 
render national education subordinate to 
the established clergy. Parochial schools 
were to be established and partly main- 
tained by a school-rate levied on house- 
keepers, and partly by a trifling weekly 
payment by scholars. Mr. Brougham said 
there wore 12,000 parishes in England. 
Of these, 3o00 had not vestige of a 
school endowed, unendowed, or dame. Of 
the lemainder* 3500 had endowed schools, 
and the other TiOpO reia^d entirely on un- 
endowed schools, of course fleeting and 
casual. (Ann /try., Uii. 5.) A bill founded 


1820. — [Reoency.] 

on this exposition was brought in, but after 
a first reading was abandoned. The esta- 
blished clergy, though the new measure 
would have given them the control of pa- 
rochial eilucation, were not satisfied, be 
cause dissenters were not excluded from 
its benefits. On the other hand, the sect- 
aries were jealous of the great influence 
it gave to the established clergy. 

COUUT OF OEORQE lU.-— NOBILITY AND MID- 
DLE CLASSES, PUBLIC MANNERS, POLICE, 
COSTUME, AND NEWSPAPERS, 

Tiik reign of George III. began with a 
pr«)claination against vice and profaneness, 
and there appeared a disposition in the 
young s overeign to reform, by his own ex- 
ample, the manners of his court. The 
licentiousness which had been imported 
from Hanover, and which was coniinon to 
the petty courts of Germany, was ope dy 
practised during the reigns of his two pre- 
decessors. Both George 1. and George 11. 
lived in concubinage, they both kept mis- 
tresses : but the early marriage of their 
successor, with a discreet princess, cut off 
this adjunct of royalty, and the gross im- 
propriety of the monarch selecting the 
wives of his courtiers, and pensioning the 
husbands, ceased to be the practice of 8t. 
James’s. Stricter etiquette, as well as de- 
corum. was enforced in the new reign. 
This Was probably a contrivance of the 
earl of Bute, whose aim was not only to 
humble the aristocracy, but by keeping 
them at a greater distance from the throne 
to preserve, undiiiunished, his influence 
over the king, his consort, and the princess 
dowager of Wales. An anecdote related 
by the countess of Craven will illustrate 
the system of the favourite, and the* disci- 
pline to which he sought to accustom the 
nobility. “ Her raajesiy expressed a desire 
to see a certain painting done by lady* 
Buliugbroke. As a peere>s of the realm, 
her ladyship thought it proper to attend 
herself with the picture ; and, although 
a la<ly of the bedchamber, but not m 
waiting, she sent a page to say that she 
was solicitous to present the pictuie in 
person. Lord Bute who was present with 
their majesties at the time, came out and 
said in a peremptory manner that Jauy 
Buliugbroke must deliver it to tne lady in 
waiting” {Mt^moirs of th» Margrnv'.ne of 
An>pach^ i. 38.) It was thought deroga- 
tory to regal dignity’ for queen CharK/tte 
to receive anything from the ham’s «d a 
lady, even a peeress, unless officially in 
attendance. 

For a long time after his marriage the 
court of George III. continued very dull, 
very decorous, and very par>iniuiiions. 
The ruval iamily rarely appeareil in public, 
and the retirement in which they uvea 
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became a subject of complaint. Devoted to 
the nurture of a numerous family, in the 
seclusion of Windsor or Kew, these were, 
probaMy, the king's happiest days, and 
his homely joys were only interrupted by 
the intrigues of politicians, an envenomed 
shaft from the pen of Junius, or the 
appearance of Wilkes's terrible ** North 
Britain,” No. 45. A gayer scene opened 
by the prince of Wales and duke of York 
attaining their majorities, and the rise of 
the princesses into womanhood. The 
prince was the ‘'prince of good fellows,” 
and won all hearts ; he became the choice 
companion of the convivial and accom- 
plished— appeared familiarly on the turf, 
and at the club-houses, and attended the 
brilliant soireet at Devonshire-house, where 
he was ciiarmed with tlie wit of George 
Selwyn, or the melUHuous vocal notes of 
young W^ilbei force, the new M.P. for 
Hull. The icy ness of the court was now 
thawed ; even queen Charlotte became 
hospitable and condescending, dined with 
the citizens at Guildhall, resplendent with 
diamonds and ugliness ; gave fetes cham- 
|)etre at Frogmore, where the princesses 
were amused with Dutch fairs, the feat.s of 
tumblers and fortune-tellers. St. George’s 
Hall often rung with the festive gatherings 
of the scions of nobility met to commemo- 
rate a royal birth-day, a house-wairaing, 
or other joyous event. The good king did 
his part ; he kept up the old English 
customs of early dinners £Uid eaily risings ; 
but shone at militia and volunteer reviews 
ill tile Windsor uniform; took vigorous 
equestrian exercise ; chatted familiarly 
with the faimers, with Dr. Beattie, the 
great It-xicogrupher, and Joseph Lancaster, 
the popular educationist, and dtdighted at 
the evening promenade on the Castle ter- 
race, in the midst of his lieges and hi.s 
children, allowed to be the finest royal 
family in Europe. 

These were the beaux jourt of the court. 
They were also the palmy days of our 
splendid aristocracy. They hafi all that 
nobility could wish fur; they had honour, 
reverence, and troops of friends ; there 
was no third party to challenge their po- 
litical supremacy, they had no rivals even 
in riches, for they had the broad acres, 
which constituted in a much larger pro> 
portion than at present the wealth of the 
community ; they had also the boroughs, 
the :hurch, and corporations, the army 
and r.avy, the public offices and both 
houses of parliament ; they had even the 
populace of th ' towns, fur everything was 
either whig or tory, nothing. Parlia- 
mentary elections were theirs ; the people 
not being troubled with the choice of 
represeutativet, or even the labour of 
thooghl; all being done for them by their 


I lordly superiors, or by their clever retain- 
' ers, who, like Burke, Sheridan, and Fran* 
cis, were engaged in the advocacy of the 
sentiments of their patrons. The borough 
elections were settled at Boodle’s or the 
Cocoa Tree, and the counties were often 
a mere drawing-room arrangement: Mr. 
WilberfoTce says (Li/e by hia Sana, i, 56), 
sir George Saville was chosen member for 
Yorkshire by the “ whig grandees” in the 
marquis of Rockingham’s dining-room. 

111 those days they kept up a vast deal of 
state, and the great men all drove up in 
their coaches and six.” Wilberforce was 
returned for Yorkshire in 1784, by the 
middle class of freeholders. At that time 
the clothiers of the West Riding were all 
tories (iM. 51). 

Ihe burgess order has always been nar- 
rowing the aristocratic circle. It was the 
rise of the cities and towns that destn^yed 
the feudal system. These causes of the de- 
cline of the nobility were greatly strength- 
ened by the astonishing mechanical disco- 
veries of the present reign. It was in 
truth the spinning-jenny and smoke of the 
steam-engine that dimmed the lustre of 
the aristocracy. They were made richer 
by the change, but relatively to other 
classes they became jxiorer. Accompanied 
us these wonderful inventions have been 
by the rise of Dissent and Radicalism, they 
deprived the patriciau class of the autocracy 
of wealth and numbers which they before 
posftessed. They are, however, still a mag- 
nificent pillar of the state, whose condition 
needs no commiseration. It is not that they 
have fallen so much as that other classes 
! have risen into competition with them ; 
and if their exclii.siveness has been en- 
croached upon, it has been more than com- 
pensated to them by a vast increase of 
enjoyments, and that enviable social dis- 
tmction which they continue to hold by 
courtesy, if not so absolutely us heretofore 
by indefeasible pretensions. 

The increase of national riches conse- 
quent on commercial pro8|)erity was at- 
tended with the natural adjunct of a vast 
increase in the luxurious arts. Horticulture, 
architecture, music, painting, and sculpture, 
were muiiiticently encouraged. Splendid 
maiisiotiH rose in every part of the country, 
replete with every enjoyment and conveni- 
ence that wealth, art, and science could 
produce. It was about the middle ol the 
king’s reign that the nobilfty and success- 
ful commercialists, Angerstein, Beckford, 
Methuen, and Ellis, began to form those 
magnificent galleries of art that ai« now the 
aMtunishinent and ailmiration of foreigners. 
The siijierb collections of some of the 
French noblesse and of their farmers-gen^ 
ral, ^ well as those of Holland and Bel- 
gium, dlspeised by political revolutionfi 
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iound ready parchaiera ia thiH opulent 
country ; and the result is, that ‘‘not only 
III cabinet pictures, but pictures of all 
kinds, England is now supposed to be the 
richest depository of the works of the great 
masters in the world.*' {Edinburgh 
view, cxExvi. 401.) Luxury and improve- 
ment were rife in everything and among 
all classes. Private carriages, country- 
seats, and pleasure-horses multiplied. The 
hours of application were shortened ; mer- 
chants and the better class of tradespeople, 
in lieu of their ledgers and counters, de- 
voted the afternoon to wine, music, litera- 
ture, or the theatres. Employments were 
more nicely subdivided ; and in easement 
of their superiors, more superintendents, 
clerks, overseers, bailiffs, stewards, valets, 
footmen, and ladies* maids were kept 
than formerly. In towns, in-door appren- 
ticeships became less frequent, and in the 
country there were less of yearly hiring, 
and the farmer and yeoman no lunger sat 
down in common fellowship, at a common 
board, with his bind and husbandman. 
There was also great amelioration during 
the war in the condition of the labouring, 
h.indicrait, and artificer classes. Their 
clothing, lodging, furniture, and diet im 
jiroved. If their masters c^tchanged the 
spiunet and harpsichord for the more dulcet 
notes of the piano or guitar, the trcen- 
ware,the wooden spoon and trencher, and the 
pewter platter di sapeared from cottages ; 
and, what is more, that infallible sign of ple- 
beian luxury, the wheateu loaf, after battling 
against the rye, the barley, and oaten, in 
the Stmth, at last wended its way from the 
Tiiames to the Tees, and is now struggling 
onward to the Clyde, the Frith of Forth, 
and John O’Groats. 

There was moral as Avell as physical 
amendment. Intemperance might con- 
tinue to be a Scotch or Irish, but ceased 
fo be an English vice. A visitor no lunger 
feared disobliging his host by leaving his 
table sober. Punch, that jolly hut deleteri- 
ous washail-bowl, in which loajn-niongers 
and contractors used ta pledge bottle deej 
to the victories of liowe, St. Vincent, Jer 
vis, and Bronte, disappeared. Wine was 
drunk in moderation, and more as a coiidi- 
meut to conversation than for the purpose 
of intoxication. Tavern duels ceased, auc 
gentlemen who wore swords w'ere compel- 
led to adjourn the settlement of their dis- 
putes to Chalk-farm, Putney, or Battersea. 
There was less of the wild justice of nature 
allowed; street-fights were fewer ^ petty 
thieves were not allowed to be pumped 
upon or dragged through a horse-pond 
nor juvenile delinquents scourged uriijaim 
ed, at the mercy uf individuals. In short 
men were not suffered to adjudicate their 
wrongs agreeably to their passions and in- 


tete»U, but were compelled to bimgttem 
before a suitable tribunal, by wbwb tbe 
nominal amount of criminality was aug. 
menteci, but strife and iil-Uood amoiig 
neighbours prevented, and greater order 
and security obtained. Police was render- 
ed more efficient and better organized. 
That great approbium of London, the 
trading-juBticei, whose harvest was fees, 
arbitrarily extorted, were superseded by a 
stipendiary magistracy, who, being ui- 
dependent of the suitors, and their iiours 
and places of session fixed, justice was 
surely and more impartially administered. 
Under this system, suggested by Conaut 
and adopted by Mr. Secretary Dundas in 
1792, great improvements were effected in 
he metropolis and neighbourhood. Travel- 
ing by night became as secure almost as 
by day ; and those gangs of disorder/ ies , — 
foot-pads, prostitutes, demireps, and thieves, 
:hat used to congreg.ite at Rauelagh, Apol- 
io's-garilen, and other places of liceniious 
resort — were dispersed, or reduced to a 
st.*te of discipline less publicly huitful and 
iflensive. 

There were improvements in costumk as 
well as ill manners and behaviour. VNi-iotts 
extravagances of attire survived queen A line 
and the two fir!»t Georges. In the reign of 
the former the dress of noblemen and gentle- 
men consisted of square-cut coats and long- 
flapped waistcoats, meeting the stockings 
drawn over the knee so high as to cunceul 
the breeches, but gartered below it: large 
hanging cuff and lace ruffles ; the skins 
of the coat stiffened out with wire or buck- 
ram, from between which peeped the b.iit 
of the sw'ord. Blue or scarlet silk stock- 
ings, with gold or silver clocks ; squaiv- 
koed, short-quartered shi:es with high red 
heels and small buckles ; very long and 
formally-curled perukes, with three-corner- 
ed hats laced with gold or silver, completed 
the outer man. The tie-wig, bob-wig. and 
pigtail, were the additions of the next two 
reigns. Cieorge lll.'s reign began with a 
large cocked-hat, called a Kevenluiller, im- 
ported from Germany, some of which were 
open before, like a church spout or tlie 
scales they weigh flour in. Gold-laced 
hats are said to have been general in 177.') 
and in 177S {History of British Costume* 
314), and were adopted by many as a mili- 
tary distinction, or to escape the press.- 
gangs that were busy in the latter year. 
Round hats began to be worn about tlie 
breaking out of the French resolution, 
which, beside the dowuf.il oi' the ihrt '- 
cornered cocked-hat, witnessed also tiu* 
disappearance of the wig and the juactico 
uf “Iriizing, plastering, and piuvoeriiig tlio 
hair, till it was at least as ugly as a wig. 
In 1 789 the shin-collar appeared, and tl»o 
ruffle vanished* About the same period 
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pantaloons and Hessian boots were infro- 
(hiced (History of British Costume^ 316): 
short boots and loose trousers were the re- 
sult of the visit of the Cossacks in 1 814, and 
with some slight variations in shape, toge- 
ther with the frock-coat, form the present 
undress. The changes in ladies* dress are 
too numerous and evanescent to follow. 
They continued to wear white stockings in 
mourning till 1778 ; hair-powder maintained 
its ground till 1793, when it was discarded 
by qui-eii Charlotte and the princesses, and 
rapidly disappeared from the toilette. The 
large hoop was ouly worn at C(»urt or in 
full dress towards the close of the eighteenth 
century. Geo. 1V\ abolished the court-hoop. 

The changes of fashion often caused 
great distress among workmen. In 1765 
the peace of the metropolis was disturbed 
by the peruke-makers, who went in proces- 
sion to petition the king against the inno- 
vation of people wearing their own hair. 
At the recovery of George 111-, after his 
first illness, an immense number of buckles 
were manufactured ; they were spread over 
the whole kingdom. All the wealth of 
Walsall was invested in this speculation. 
The king went to St. Paul’s without 
buckles. Shoe-strings supplied the place 
of straps, and Walsall was nearly ruined. 
The disuse of wigs, leather breeches, 
buckles, and buttons is supposed tu have 
affected the industry of a million of persons. 

The tableau of the present reign would 
he incomplete without a slight advertence 
to the state of religion, which presented 
different aspects at the beginning and to- 
wards the middle and end of the reign of 
George III. At the former period there 
was much avowed sceptism both among 
public characters and public writers of ! 
eminence- Dr. Johnson and his satellites 
of rhetoricians, graminariatis, and essay- 
ists Were piou.s, tint Hume, Gibbon, and 
other philosophical writers, were known 
infidels. All metaphysical researches, how- 
ever, that had a tendency to shake the 
established faith and morality, were clis- i 
countenanced after the outbreak of the i 
French revolution. The higher classes, 
from fear, as well os loyalty tu the king, 
became exemplary in their religious pro- 
fession; and the faith of their inferiors 
was cherished by missionary-societies, 
bible-societies, and tract societies. Ki- 
ther from the same political causv.*, or 
from the example and rivalry of the secta- 
ries, the conduct of the established clergy 
underwent a contemporary change. They 
became more d^xorous, more exemplary in 
morals, und more zealoos and active in the 
discharge of their spiritual duties. They 
lost, notwithstanding, the populace of the 
tos^s; which, however, was partly made 
ttpi'ib'lbem by rich dissenters occasionally 


deserting their tanks, and joining the 
church. 

Mr. Wilberforce, judging of religion and 
morality according to his own standard^ 
which was not exactly that of the Protest- 
ant Reformation, but more nearly allied 
to the Reformation subverted, thought 
both had declined during the war. At 
Manchester he found church dtten<iaiice 
much diminished, particularly in the after 
noon. Sunday had become a more frequent 
travelling-day with merchants. But of 
another provincial town he says, ** The 
manners of Leeds remarkably frugal, 
sober, and commercial. None of the* nii-r- 
chants spend money, and it would bo dis- 
creditable to attend public places.” — An 
increasing evil at Sheffield is, that the ap- 
prentices used to live with their masters 
and be of the family ; now their wives are 
grown too fine ladies to like it.” (Life, by 
his Sons, ii. 164.) This was in 1796, and 
the changes descril>ed may be traced to other 
causes than a decline of piety. 

A satisfactory proof of the improved 
condition of the people is the expansion of 
the N KwspAPKR Piiks.s. It was to the mul- 
tiplication of newspapers, as evidence of 
augmented wealth and intelligence among 
the middle ranks, that lord John Russell 
referred in his elul)orate speech on parlia- 
mentary reform, April 29, 1822. News- 
papers had not only increased in number 
and circulation, but had enlarged in size, 
improved in literary management, and in 
the selection and variety of their contents. 
Ill lieu of mere chronicles of occurrences, 
they had become vast depositories of dis- 
cussion and information on all questions 
of public interest and benetit. The practice 
of pamphlet-writing on ephemeral topics 
had been almost superseded by them, aided 
by tlie disquisiiions of the quarterly jiiur- 
iials. Ill the almost illiiiiitable columiiN of 
the daily papers was embraced not only 
domestic and foreign truusuctluns, but the 
proceedings of the senate, of courts of law 
and police, and of scientific and literary 
associations. Considering the rapidity 
with which new.spapers are conveyed to 
every part of the kingdom, that they find 
their way into every place of human re- 
sort, and are almost universally read, it is 
hardly possible to overrate their import- 
ance in the general diffusion of facts and 
intelligence. Jf not another language to 
mankind, they certainly have been, and 
must continue to be in a still greater cle- 
gree, t^e most efficient of popular in- 
structors. It may be further observed ot 
them, that they have become more iiide- 
jMiiuleut of influence, both from individuals 
and the government. During Mr. Ritt s 
minntry, and till the end of the war, jour- 
nals were frequently set up and supported 
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by the Treasury. There was little ofthiS) 
we apprehend, at the close of the prOMent 
reign. The leading journals had become 
mat properties, vested in private share- 
holders, who conducted them on com- 
mercial principles, and depended for suc- 
cess and remuneration, like literature 
generally, on public patronage. 

The mllowing statement of the number 
of newspapers published within the United 
Kingdom, at three distinct periods, will 
show the progress of the “ fourth estate,*’ 
as it has been termed, during the last 
forty years of George lll.’s reign: — 

1792. 1790. 1821. 

Newspapers published 
in England . . 50 60 1.35 

Ditto, Scotland. • 8 27 31 

Ditto, Ireland • • 3 27 56 

61 114 222 
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Brought forward 
Daily, in London 
Twice a-week, ditto 
Weekly, ditto . 
British Islands • 


1782. 1790. 1821. 

61 114 222 

9 14 16 

9 7 8 

0 11 32 

0 0 6 


79 146 284 

A parliamentary return of 1821 makes 
the total annual circulation of London 
news I tapers of every description, daily, 
weekly, twice, and thrice a-week, amount 
to 15,500,000. 


N.B. — ^The Tables of Prices, of Exports 
and Imports, of Men of Letters, &c., for the 
last live years of the present reign, are car- 
ried forward to the end of the reign of 
George IV. 


GEORGE IV. A.D. 1820 to 1830. 

Tuk difficulties with which the country had struggled during the first 
five years of the peace and the last of the Regency continued unabated, so 
that the new reign commenced unpopularly. Almost one of the first occur- 
rences that marked the accession of George IV, was the discovery, or rather 
the suppression, of a wild and atrocious plot for the assassination of the king’s 
ministers. The employment of spies in perturbed periods, though soire- 
tiines allowable as a needful adjunct of defensive police, is accompanied 
with serious evils. First, the character of government is depreciated by 
the co-operation of an unprincipled agency : secondly, the profligate in- 
struments employed have an interest, and mostly pursue it, in fostering, if 
not absolutely creating, the mischief they arc intended to frustrate ; and, 
lastly, the aspect of the times is perplexed, and obscurity thrown over the 
true origin and extent of public disorders. This was the case with the 
Cato street conspiracy. Authorised spies assisted at the orgies of the des- 
peradoes ; they encouraged them with blood-money, and there was some 
difficulty in determining how far the diabolical scheme originated with the 
myrmidons of the Home OtEce, in the extreme penury of the conspirators, 
or in the rankling feelings of revenge left by the unpunished outrage at 
Manchester, and the recent coercive acts of the legislature. The same dubious 
features marked the contemporary^ but unconnected insurrectional*}" move- 
ment in the south-west of Scotland. The ludicrous rebellion of Bonnyinuir — 
its provisional government, state proclamations, and othel* accompaniments — 
being, as subsequently ascertained, chielly the result of government espion- 
age working on the distresses and ignorance of the population. 

The arrival of Queen Caroline absorbed the interest felt by tliese opening 
events. Her majesty had been six years absent from England, and for the 
last twenty-three years had lived apart from her husband. Their union 
had been of policy, not of choice. Nature had not suited them : dislike 
ensued, and separation was the consequence. There was 110 divorce no 
legal act of disunion ; friendly feelings were preserved up to a certain 
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point. Their only child was taken from the mother, but occasional inter 
views allowed. Whispers of misconduct were circulated; so early as 1806 
inquiry was instituted, and the result was, that levity was proved and 
censured, — crime and punishment were neither established nor enforced. 
Acquittal of guilt only slightly alleviated the irksome position of her royal 
highness, which was aggravated after the establishment of the regency. 
The prince declared he would not meet her in public or in private ; the 
effect of which was, to place the princess out of the pale of society. The 
prince was the fountain of office, honour, and emolument. He was the 
leader of fashion ; his anathema was a social interdict : all who looked for- 
ward to j)referment or profit, or to mingle in the highest circle, eschewed 
her company. Under this blighting influence the princess became insu- 
lated and neglected. The drawing-room VY as shut against her. She was 
not allowed to participate in the honours of her husband. She did not 
share in the compliments paid to the nation by the kings of Europe. Such 
was the might of the regent, that even the conquerors of Napoleon shrunk 
from visiting an illustrious female marked by his displeasure. The literary 
and philosophical Madame de Stael was no exception to the rest. She in- 
terchanged visits with the powerful and pros])erou8 husband, but slmnned 
the humbled and ])ersecute(l wife*. Her associates were mostly like her- 
self, of the unfortunate class, or those who had nothing to hope or fear fr(<m 
the court ; poets who did not aspire to the laureatship ; ami politicians out 
ot place, who found in the ])rincess a convenient substitute for a rcfrucU)iy 
heir-apparent to the thronet. 

Torture lias become more refined, hut is not extinct. Henry VII 1. 
would have rid himself of a hateful wife by openly sending her to the scaf- 
fold. A German prince would have immured Iwr in a dungeon castle. 
English law did not admit of either application to Caroline of Brunswick, 
hut her lot was hardly less cruel. Her life was made almost a living death 
by the power of her consort. Meet associates were kcj)t from her. She 
had neither the enjoyments nor distinctions due to her birth and station. 
Siie sought consolation in travel, but persecution followed her steps. Slie 
was not infijrmed of her daughter’s marriage; the news of her child’s 
death reached her in her exile. At home she was neglected; abroad tlic 
.same spirit pursued her. If slic travelled privately, that circumstance at- 
tracted inquiry and observation : if she announced herself, tlic ambassadors 
of England were charged not to render her the accustomed honours. 

'J'his ubiquity of persecution looked vindictive; it was impolitic as well 
as unfeeling. If the princess had gone abroad with her acknowledged 
title, had been received by the re])re&cntutives of the regent as the wife ot 
their master, Ixjing at the same time a person of known levity of character, 
the strictest watch over her conduct would have been justifiable. The honoiii ol 
the crown required it. Under the contingency of her living with the future 
king, of becoming the mother of future monarchs, of being placed at the head 
of British females, tliis vigilance would have become a duty ; but, long re- 

' Diary of George IV., I. '355. . . 

f ** Factiu:i,” Mr. Canning said, “marked for its own tin; princess.** The whig m- 
veMtigation of 1806 was private, and ac<|uitted the princess of the main charge oi pr*‘g" 
nancy. Her jonfidential advisers at the time were the “outs” — lord Ehloii, Mr. i'an- 
ning.’aod Mr. Perre hI. They projected the publication of the proccislings of the “ lie- 
Itcale Investigation,” as a mode of ministerial annoy<ince. 'Ac as it was calledi 

was secretly jirinted at Perce vaVs house, but suppressed, though it alterwards got luto 
circulation: the ‘^No popery” cry affording a more effective handle for turning out 
the Gfmille ministry. 
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jected and disowned, a system of espionage was superflouB insult. How- 
ever abandoned, the example of the princess could neither bo hurtful to 
English society nor endanger the royal succession. Rumours, however, be- 
came prevalent that the princess had selected her own menial for her para- 
mour, enriched and honoured him, and lived with him in open adultery. 
All this would have been publicly unimportant had it been disregarded, 
and as the relations that had long subsisted between the royal parties re- 
quired it should have been. The most hurtful consequence that could re- 
sult from this illicit connexion was, in all probability, precluded by the 
age of the princess. But a commission was indiscreetly appointed; 
ministers were made offtciallii acquainted with the alleged irregularities of 
her royal highness, and they could not well avoid acting on that informa- 
tion. This was the dilemma. On the death of George III. they had no 
alternative, save either to admit the princess, if she desired it, to all the 
rights and privileges of British queen, or by a public investigation establish 
the grounds of their refusal. Caroline’s spirit was high and intractable. 
She had been incensed by the omission of her name in the Liturgy, and by 
tlie refusal of due honours at foreign courts. She was indignant at hearing 
only threats of degradation and exposure ; for, owing to causes never satis- 
factorily explained, her chief professional adviser concealed from her the 
acceptance by government of his own private, but uiiaiUhorised, proposi- 
tion, made to lord Liverpool before the king’s death, for an amicable settle- 
ment, till after her determination was irrevocably taken to brave her per- 
secutor, demand a recognition of her rights and the unqualified avowal of 
her innocence. 

The king and ministers believed the queen guilty, and considered themselves 
bound to refuse her demands : hereupon the parties joined issue. Messages 
and green bags, containing the criminating evidence, wxre sent down to either 
house of parliament, announcing her majesty’s arrival in England, and re- 
commending to serious consideration the charges jiroduced against her. The 
alleged adulterous intercourse, being committed with a foreigner, did not 
amount to treason ; it was not an indictable offence — ^it was a mere civil 
injury. Party was already mixed up in the question, and intemperate 
speeches were delivered in the angry discussions which ensued. In the 
lords a committee was ap|)ointcd, but the commons adjourned to allow’ time 
for negociation. The adjournment was renewed from time to time, by 
which nothing was gained but delay : protocols were interchanged, and 
conferences held between two of the ministers of the crown and her ma- 
jesty’s legal advisers, upon the avowed understanding, “ that nothing 
should be admitted on the one side, or retracted on the other,” wdiich led 
to the nullity that common sense might have anticipated from a iiogocia- 
tion conducted on such a principle. Other half-measures, of a similar im- 
))ort, were tried by the benevolent or independent party, headed by Mr. 
Wilherforcc in the commons, and were attended with a like failure. 

All accommodation proving useless, a secret committee of the lofds re- 
ported July 4lh, 1820, and next day a bill for the degfadation of the queen 
and the dissolution of her marriage with the king was introduced. Her ma- 
jesty protested against these ])Toceedings at every step, and her counsel 
were allowed to he heard at the bar. She petitioned for a list of witnesses 
JOid of places where the charges of criminal conduct were laid ; b(»th these 
ie.t|ucsts were denied. But before the second reading the queen’s counsel 
'vere heard against the principle of the hill. Their objections were founded 
nn the tendency of the inquiry to corrupt the public morals ; on the queen s 
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right of recrimination; on the unusual course pursued ; and they inferred 
that the whole originated in the king’s desire to be at liberty to contract 
another marriage. Her majesty was occasionally present during the ex- 
amination of witnesses. Her defence was not entered upon till the 3rd of 
October, and her witnesses were of a greatly superior class in life to those 
adduced by the prosecutors. Complaint was made that imj^ortant foreign 
witnesses, in support of the queen, were kept back through the influence 
of the English ministry. The house, with a laudable regard to its cha- 
racter for justice, resolved that proceedings should pause till this ministerial 
influence was impartially investigated ; and the queen’s counsel were de- 
sired to call witnesses to prove their assertion, which they confessed them- 
selves unable to do. The proceedings anterior to the second reading occu- 
pied the house to the 6th November, when a majority of twenty-eight ap- 
peared in favour of the bill. This majority was small. Several peers ob- 
jected to the divorce clause, and on the third reading the majority had 
dwindled to nine : upon which lord Liverpool announced that the proceed- 
ing was abandoned. 

During the inquiry, the house of commons continued its occasional ad- 
journments, and the excitement in that house and out of it, against tlic 
progress of the Bill of Degradation, was of the most intense description. 
The entire country, in truth, was on the verge of rebellion ; and, some of 
the military having caught the popular feeling, the crisis was pregnant 
with peril. This feeling, however, was in great part irrespective of her 
majesty’s guilt or innocence, which attests the impolicy of the ])rocceding 
instituted against her; for, had all the inculpatory charges been established 
by irrefragable testimony, the general symj)alhy would have con- 
tinued unchanged, since it arose not so much from the merits of the cas*; 
as conviction of her wrrungs — that she was the victim of a twenty-live ycars^ 
persecution — that, however great her delinquencies, they were grievously 
provoked — and that the man w^ho had shown himself her most powerful 
and relentless persecutor was the last in his dominions who ought to have 
cast a stone against his injured spouse. 

For the other points connected with the trial of Queen Caroline we must 
refer to the Chronicle of Occurrences. There are only a few more cir- 
cumstances connected with this memorable investigation that requiiu 
notice in this place. Upon the general question of her majesty’s guilt or 
innocence it is unimportant, and would be hardly decorous to cnteriiiin, 
and certainly not express, save one opinion. She was acquitted by her 
judges and by the grand-jury of the nation, tlierefore she is entitled to tliu 
benefit of that acquittal in the estimate of her contcnqwaries and of pus- 
terity. In explanation of some parts of her conduct this may be adduced : 
she knew she was watched ; and, either from mere wantoiiness of mi?i- 
chief, or desire to annoy her persecutors, she was constantly laying marc’s 
nests for them ; aflbrding pretexts for the scandnlous reports which she 
well icnew would be duly transmitted to their employers by the spies 


with whom she «was constantly surrounded. Hence her osteuta 
tious fondness for, and the mysterious adoption of, the children of strangers. 
Her levity in this respect aometiines went to the extent of assuming the ap- 
peal ance of pregnancy, apparently to alarm her consort wnth the danger uj 
having imposed upon him a surreptitious heir, and his royal brothers and 
the princesses with the prospect of a disputed succession to tlie British 


monarchy. 

J^smissing this part of the subject, let us advert to its political bearing* 
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The power of the kings of England was strikingly exemplified in the pro- 
secntion of the unfortunate Caroline. While regent, the prince had suffi- 
cient influence over the aristocracy to surround his consort with social deso- 
lation, and force her into an involuntary exile when no criminal charge ex- 
isted against her — when she had, in fact, been acquitted, after a solemn 
investigation, conducted by lords Grenville, Spencer, Erskine, and Ellen- 
borough. After her return to England, in 1820, the charges against the 
queen were more weighty than in 1806, but, owing to her age, of less 
constitutional importance, yet the king could still find supple instruments 
to continue his vindictive persecution. Except George IV. himself, and 
the major portion of the royal family, there were few who did not com- 
miserate the queen’s situation, and contemplate her trial as a hardship to 
herself and a calamity to the nation. The ministers unwillingly lent 
themselves to the king’s vengeance rather than endanger their places : 
their fears, however, were groundless. In the existing state of popular 
excitement successors could not have been found to carry on the persecution. 
But the king is alleged to have practised a stratagem on his servants. He 
threatened to dismiss them unless they executed his odious task, and call 
to his aid other advisers without imposing upon his new councillors the 
hateful obligation. Rather than be superseded, they brought forward their 
hill of pains and penalties. Their position was not exempt from difficulty. 
Their first indiscretion consisted in commencing hostilities against the queen 
by the omission of her name in the Liturgy, and thereby provoking her 
claim to regal rights. That done, only three courses were open, either to 
admit the queen’s claim, which was hardly justifiable with the evidence they 
possessed against her; resign their places; or bring her to trial. They adopted 
the last, which, if not the most politic, was an undisguised proceeding. 

The conduct of the Whigs pending the investigation w as honourable and 
disinterested. There were only a few who sought to make the juncture 
subservient to ambition, but, as a body, they did not espouse either side. 
Some of them w ere obviously staggered by the strong, though incredible, 
evidence of grossness adduced against her majesty, while others w’armly 
espoused her cause on the same chivalrous grounds that mainly influenced 
the national judgment. 

It is a common attribute of liistorical occurrences that those possessing 
great ephemeral have little enduring interest ; while, on the other hand, 
those which comparatively obtain little attention from contemporaries 
often swell into vast importance to the next generation. The former was pecu- 
liarly the case wdth tlic queen’s trial. It was the leading, as it was by far the 
most exciting, event of the present reign, yet it is now fast hastening into 
oblivion, and, along with it, the heated, and, measured by the occasion, the 
disproportionate ebullition that accompanied it. Had this celebrated con- 
nubial dispute related to private individuals, it would have been long since 
deservedly forgotten ; and, viewed in reference to the high personages it 
concerned, it appears only one of those ordinary matrimonial disagree- 
ments so frequently adjudicated in Doctors’ Commons, arising out ot per- 
sonal dislike, incompatible tempers, or late marriages anticipated by earlier 
attachments. 

The king rapidly regained his popularity. On opening tlie parliament- 
ary session of 1821 he metUioned the queen by name, and recommended to 
the house of commons a provision for her maintenance. Tliis provision her 
majesty at first refused, iiiilesa her name were placed in the Liturgy ; ut 
subsequently altered her determination, and accepted an annuity of 
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50,000/. She was not, however, allowed to share in the coronation, 
that was celebrated in the summer with unusual splendour. Her exclu- 
sion from the ceremony, though, with her wonted spirit, she attended per- 
sonally to assert her right to be present, did not elicit any strong expression 
of public discontent, and clearly shmved that the disposition to continue 
the previous 'Excitement in her favour had subsided. Her death, about 
three weeks after, terminated her misfortunes, 'fhe suddenness of her 
dissolution revived general sympathy, which was tumultuously expressed at 
her funeral, and there were few who did not lament the untimely end of 
an illustrious female, whose noble and generous qualities, had they been 
favoured by a more suitable education and marriaire, would have made her 
the delight and ornament of her exalted station. The king at the time was 
making his noisy and transitory visit to Ireland, under the laudable but 
Quixotic impression that his royal presence would mollify the factious 
spirit and alleviate the chronic maladies of that distracted kingdom. 

Contemporary events abroad presented a flattering but illusive aspect. 
In 1820 the Spanish military, under the influence of Riego and other gal- 
lant oflBcers, and encouraged by the discontents of the middle ranks, re- 
volted against the despotism of Ferdinand, and succeeded in establishing a 
constitution whose chief defects were the premature disregard ^of popular 
prejudices and the risks of anarchy. Portugal followed the example of 
Spain. Besides suffering the evils which arise from an ill-organised 
government and non-resident sovereign, she had for many years been re- 
duced to the situation of a mere dependency on Brazil. The revolutionary 
movement began at Ojiorto, and speedily extended to Lisbon, wherS it was 
consummated, after an unsuccessful effort of marshal Beresford and the 
royalists to arrest its progress. In Naples the Spanish constitution foimd 
imitators not less zealous than in Portugal. The desire for a representative! 
government l^ad long existed in the south of Italy among the intelligent 
and middling classes of society. It was fostered and ditfused i>y the acti- 
vity of the Carbonari and other political associations. Hopeless of obtain- 
ing their object from the spontaneous grace of their sovereign, and ( n- 
couraged by the example of Spain to eonlide in tlic ellieacy ol' their own 
endoavours, the Neapolitans determined on insurrection, in whicli tlic 
army, headed by generals Pepc and Carascusa, was induced to co-operate. 
Deserted by the military, the king had no alternative save actpiicsceiici' : 
all existing ])olitical institutions were abolished, the Spanish const iluliun 
adopted, and Ferdinand and his son pledged their royal faith to its observ- 
ance. Tlic flame did not stoj) here, but early in 1821 burst out in Pied- 
mont. Victor Emmanuel, rather than accept the Spanish constitution dic- 
tated tu him by a union of citizens, soldiers, and students, directed by Siuila 
Rosa and Lescio, resigned his crown, leaving prince Carignano regent ot 
the kingdom, who, with the view of gaining lime, and more efl’ccUially serv- 
ing the royal cause, filaccd himself at the head of the insurgents. Even 
the provinces of the Turkish empire did not escape the fervor of constitu- 
tional movements. In Moldavia and Wallachia an insurrection broke out 
against the Porte, fomented by prince Ypsilanti, a retainer of the Russian 
court, and which, by extending into the Morca, or ancient Peloponucsns, 
became, after a long struggle, the issue of wliich wnis delayed by intestine 
divisions — the natural concomitant of political revolutions — the loundation 
iif the independence of Greece. 

Except the establishment of Grecian Jndepcndencc and the severance of 
Brazil from Portugal, and its erection into an independent state, the stir- 
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ring events of 1820-1 had no abiding results. The mass of the population 
were unprepared for regeneration. They were ready enough to join in 
fOtes and diversions, for they were agreeable to usage and their taste, hut 
they had neither the disposition, the principles, nor the habits that interest 
men in political changes. It was only the minority of the adventurous and 
enlightened that co-operated in the revolutions : the peasantry and the po- 
pulace remained quiescent, and continued — what they had been for cen- 
turies — the passive slaves of events. They did not oppose the revolutions, 
neither did they oppose their suppression. That the changes in the Penin- 
sula and in Italy were not altogether premature is attested by the fact that 
the insurrectionists were able to overturn the old authorities, to establish new 
institutions, which they would have maintained, despite of their errors, had 
not external forces interfered. They were the paramount authority among 
themselves, but were unable to resist a coalition of foreign despots. For 
this a physical power was requisite ; that could only be organised by a 
union of all classes, and a national enthusiasm the patriots failed to evoke. 
In consequence they were overwhelmed by foreigners. Naples and Pied- 
mont were successively overrun by the armies of Austria. They encountered 
hardly any resistance. The former governments were restored, and, the 
better to guard against reaction, the fortresses and large towns were occu- 
pied by the invaders till the elements of the late risings had been dispersed, 
or made powerless by executions, confiscation, exile, and imprisonment. 
The fate of Sjiain was deferred two years longer. But consultations were 
held by the great powers, and the overthrow of the constitutional system 
(lelermined upon at the congress of Verona, held at the close of lt^22. Mean- 
while the French were silently collecting a military torce on the Pyrenees ; 
first under the prete.xl of a sanilary cordon^ next as an army of observation, 
and lastly, in the spring of 1623, the mask being thrown aside, they 
crossed the Bidiissoa. In five mouths they penetrated to Qadiz, dispersed 
tlui Cortes, and restored the despotism of Ferdinand. A simultaneous 
movement was organised in Portugal. Encouraged by the near apj)roach 
of the French to the frontier, the royalists exerted themselves, succeeded in 
bringing over to their partv some regiments stationed in Lisbon, and, aided 
by the queen and princer Miguel, re-established, contrary to his own inclina- 
tion and protest, the king in absolute, authority. 

Such were the issues of the continental revolutions. Their progress wa.s 
arrested by the^forcible intervention of foreign powers, contederated 
under the clenomination of the Holt Alliance. This celebrated h agne 
forms a remarkable feature in European history, and merits elucidation. 
It was established immediately after the overthrow of Napoleon, and grew 
out of the subversive principles of the. French revolution. Russia, Austria, 
and Prussia were the leading confederates. England was solicited to join 
the compact, but George lY. declined on constitutional grounds, coiitcntiug 
himself with a tacit approval of its objects. Tlicsc objects were landahlc, 
so far as avowed, and as the avowed objects mostly areot every imdertidving. 
They professed to go no further than the enforcement ot practical C nn>ii- 
anity, and the gO’ ernment of nati(»ns agreeably to the Christian uocirine. 
Their practices interpreted differently their designs, which 
directed solely to the conservation, however replete with abuses, ot 
governments, especially monarchial institutions. They claimed to (ien\e 
all power from God. They denounced all ])ol;tical changes, not 
from themselves, as infringements of their divine vicogoieuc}. 
periodically to determine the. liberties of nations ; at tlio ci it: 
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they assembled no strangers were allowed to remain; nor was a 
secretary or reporter permitted to be present during their discussions, 
lest he should divulge their mysterious proceedings ; but ^ they usually 
terminated with the promulgation of a manifesto darkly expository of their 
views and intentions. Royal congresses of this char&cter were successively 
held at Troppau, at Laybach, and Verona. To Laybach Ferdinand of 
Naples was summoned to hear the fiat ot the crowned heads, whether he 
should be a constitutional or absolute king. They declared in favour oi 
the latter, and forthwith he was restored by Austrian bayonets, despite of 
his oath and the wishes of his subjects. The same high tribunal decreed 
the re-establishment of the Sardinian despotism. At Spain there was some 
demur, but finally the subversion of her constitution was resolved on, and 
France, or at least her ultra ministers, became the ready executive instru- 
ments of absolutism in the Peninsula. 

The triumph of the French beyond the Pyrenep, though unjustly and 
treacherously achieved, was not unaccompanied with benefits to the "world. 
It completed the separation between Spain and her late colonies ; and the 
fears of Furopean interference checked the tendency to disunion among 
the infant states of South America. A still more important consequence 
of French aggression was, its eliciting from England a prompt declaration 
of her intended policy towards the transatlantic powers. That policy con- 
sisted in opening commercial relations with them, towards the close of 
1823, by the appointment of consuls in Colombia, Mexico, Peru, Chili, 
and Buenos Avres, and the declaration by Mr. Secretary Canning to tlie 
French government, that England would not interfere with Spain in any 
attempt to reconquer her late colonies, but she “ would not permit any 
third power to attack them, or recon([uer them for her*.’* This was ex- 
tremely unpalatable to the holy allies, whose leading aim w'as the entire 
restoration of the ancient system, even to the subjection of Greece to Otto- 
man domination ; so far as that system did not impose sacrifices on them- 
selves : as, for example, by the re-establishment of the kingdom of Poland. 
In this policy England had, under the foreign secretaryship of the marquis of 
Londonderry, tacitlv acquiesced; and it w'as only about the period of the suicid(i 
of that nobleman she began to exhibit symptoms of jealousy at continental 
dictatorship. At the congress of Verona she openly dissented iroin the 
councils of the confederacy, and her ministers protested against the right of 
the confederates to meddle in the internal afiairsibf the Peninsula. 
Britain being dissentient was fatal to the efficiency, if not to the existence, 
of the regal combination ; for by her might she could always impede, if 
not frustrate, their proceedings. The despots of the continent niiulit 
thenceforward continue to announce, in circulars penned by Messrs. Gentz 
and Metternich, their mystical axioms of oppression, but the nations were 
aware that England had ceased to be either a sleeping or active partner in 
the firm, and she would neither co-operate in their plans, nor sanction 
their anti-progressive doctrines. • i r 

Coeval with this change in foreign policy was the adoption at home o a 
n orc liberal system of internal legislation. To legal reforms, finuncia 
^copomv, commercial and industrial freedom, public inteffigence lac 
long pointed, and these domestic ameliorations, not involving consti u 
tional changes, ware favourably listened to by ministers and their ncwly-iu- 
corporated allies, the Grenvilles. The times, too, ha<l become 
Symptoms of returning prosperity Ix^gan to beam with a steady hgnt on 

* Annual Register, Uiii. 146. 
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the horizon. From the peace, up to 1823, the country had suffered in dif- 
ferent degrees the evils of transition. Trade had been dull, fluctuating, or 
embarrassed ; agriculture hardly remunerative, and the landowners, bur- 
dened with mortgages and settlements contracted during the intoxication 
of the war, in a depreciated currency, could with difficulty submit to the re- 
duction in rents the impoverished state of their tenants required. The conse- 
quences were loud complaints and desperate projects of relief. The abolition of 
tithes and sale of church property were talked of at county-meetings : the 
sequestration of the crown-lands, the reduction of the interest of the national 
de])t, or its equivalent, a copious issue of paper money, were also expe- 
dients commonly mooted and favourably listened to. During the adverse cir- 
cumstances of the people these suggestions were favourably received, but, 
the difficulties of the country surmounted, they were neglected or forgotten. 
Abundant employment for capital and industry, advancing prices, plenty of 
money, and boundless private credit, spread general contentment, hilarity, 
and an inordinate spirit of commercial enterprise. 

The absence of political excitement since the Queen’s Trial had been 
remarkable. The Whigs kept up, with an eagerness abated by the 
apparent remoteness of the object, the old feud with their opponents for 
power, but, unsupported by the masses, they could not effectively interfere 
with the crown in the choice of its servants. Radicalism had severed from 
them their ])opular allies, and they assumed the name, given them by one 
of tlieir leaders (Mr. Tierney), of “ His Majesty’s Opposition,” as more 
significant of their altered position. Their differences with the minis- 
terialists were rather in degree than in principle. To the maintenance 
of established institution.^ in Church and State both were steadfastly de- 
voted ; but, though the whigs uniformly disowned the subversive doctrines 
of the radicals, they justly claimed to themselves the credit of having mar- 
shalled the way to the torics of a liberal commercial system ; of a con- 
ciliatory policy towards Ireland; judicial, legal, and fiscal reforms; the 
suppression of monopolies ; and the recognition of the nationality of the 
South American colonies. 

In the dearth of party contention, the debates of parliament were 
mostly of a ])acific character. They referred more to economical, legal, or 
commercial, than constitutional or political topics. Occasionally there 
were grand debates on foreign policy, catholic emancipation, the disfran- 
chisement of corn#l>t bort)ughs, the influence of the crown and its secret 
revenues ; but the staple and most interesting subjects of sessional discus- 
sion were agricultural distress, the cuirency and the Bank of England, 
the navigation laws, the laws relative to combinations of workmen, the 
silk-trade, commutation of Irish tithes, constitution of juries, and the 
])unishmcnt and reform of criminals. Ireland obtained a large portion of 
legislative attention, especially after the grievous famine of 1822; and in 
1824-5 a searching inquiry was instituted, by a committee of the house of 
lords, into its social state and natural capabilities. Another subject effi- 
ciently pursued early in the king's reign was retrenchment in the 
public expend itiire. Ministers were loth to return to a peace establishment 
hi the army, navy, or public offices. During the waste and negligciiQp of 
the war sinecures, pensions, and overpaid places had multiplied eiuaniously. 
I'he whigs at intervals BBsaiiltcd these abuses; but, from want of zeal or 
timidity, their attacks were limite<l to insulated excrescvnces, such as the 
supernumerary lords of the admiralty, an extra postmaster-general, or lieu- 
tenant- general of the ordnance. At length this unbeaten field wiw entered 
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upon in mod earnest ; first by sir Henry Parnell*, aud afterwards by Mr. 
Joseph Hume, a Scotch member of great shrewdness/ practical sense, and 
indomitable perseverance, which no official artifice could exhaust or baffle. 
Mr. Hume began his labours in 1821; he continued them in succeeding 
sessions with extraordinary resolution and ability, despite of the jeers of Can- 
ning, the ribaldry of Croker, and the solemn indignation of Huskisson ; and, 
supported by the public voice, the honest and independent members of 
both parties, and not unfrequently sheltered from the missiles of his assail- 
ants by the protecting cegis of Henry Brougham’s matchless eloquence, im- 
portant economical reforms resulted from his exertions. 

The great mercantile crisis of 1825-6 forms an epoch in the com- 
mercial history of this reign. It had its origin in the prosperity of the an- 
tecedent years, which prosperity was indicated by the low rate of interest, 
and a boundless spirit of speculation in foreign loans, mining adventures 
in South America, and joint-stock schemes of every imaginable description 
for the employment of capital. Excess of riches produced general reckless- 
ness in the application of them ; and this redundancy was augmented by 
the profuse issues and advances of the Bank of England and country 
banks, combined with an inconsiderate extension of credit and confidence 
among individuals. The result was a very disastrous reaction, which long 
weighed on the energies and industry of the community. Before the re- 
vulsion, aud in the absence of political excitement, the public mind had 
taken a very gratifying impulse. Instead of the abundance of peace being 
accompanied with licentiousness, as in former reigns, the people converted 
the advantages of their situation to moral and intellectual improvements. 
At no former period had there been manifested so general a desire for in- 
formation ; a desire, too, not limited to any particular class, but extending 
to all classes of society. The more opulent formed themselves into jdiilo- 
sophical and literary societies ; while the working people established me- 
chanic, apprentice, and gymnastic institutions for mutual benefit and in- 
struction. A new university was ])rojectcd in the metropolis for the ac- 
commo<lation of the middle ranks of society. Cheap publications for dis- 
seminating useful knowledge were issued in incredible numbers; and, both 
soil and seed being favourable, it was irajmssiblc to anticipate other, had not 
the mercantile crisis intervened, than a rich harvest of social advantages. 

In 1827 there were symptoms, though feeble ones, of returning pros- 
perity. That year is also memorable for the terminatioii of tlie premiership 
of the carl of Liverpool. His ministry had been long but not brilliuiit. 
Its chief characteristic was inertness. Instead of an impulse, it bad been a 
drag on the advancing intelligence of the community ; and the few and ineffi- 
cient public reforms which had been carried during the twelve years that had 
elapsed since the peace, had been reluctantly conceded by the narrow an<l 
timid spirit of his administration. Moreover, liis government had bccoiiie 
weak, partly from the mutual jealousies of its members of superiority, and 
partly from a division of sentiment on the catholic question. On this they 
had figreed to difier ; a principle of co-operation often more convenient to 
the patties than conducive to efficiency or integrity of purjwse. The short- 
lived ministry of Mr, Canning succeeded, after some curious incidents, which 
arc detailed in the occurrences of the period. It was formed by a union with a 
large section of tli^if whigs under the marquis of Lansdowne, who seasonably 

♦ Financial Resolutions moved by Sir 11 enyr Parnell, July Ut, 1819.^ Having no 
party object, these elaborate economical propositions obtained little notice from the 
|fr»*at parliamentary leaders ; the debates were thinly attended, and on ODO occasion 
XHatmrd’t Pari* DebaiUf xl# 1559,) the houso eountad out i 
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lent their aid to the new premier, abruptly deserted by his former coadiu^ 
tors, on the ground that his general policy accorded with that the Oy.p4i 
tion had for years past supported and recommended. Earl Grey was not a 
party to the coalition, which those who were defended as a means of avert- 
ing the establishment of an illil)eral administration, and of forwarding 
those measures of public amendment upon which the whigs had prided 
themselves, and which had not been compromised ; neither would the in- 
troduction of them be delayed in consequence of their new alliance*. , The 
death of Mr. Canning, four months after his elevation, did not dissolve the 
cabinet. Viscount Goderich succeeded him, and Mr. Ilerries became 
chancellor of the exchequer. The last appointment became a source of 
misunderstandings, which lord Goderich being unable or unwilling to re- 
concile, his ministry expired almost in its birth, towards the close of the 
year. 

The formation of the Wellington ministry was the commencement, in 
1828, of a new era. Civil disqualifications on account of religious differ- 
ences had been too long maintained. They may have been defensible se- 
curities in the infancy of a protestant constitution, but had ceased to he 
expedient. Dissent was no longer a type of political discontent; nor 
Catholicism, of a divided allegiance. The dissenters were loyal ; they had 
become a numerous, opulent, and intelligent body ; and the catholics had 
publicly disclaimed those dogmas which rendered them unsafe subjects of a 
protestant state. No solid pretext remained for the exclusion of either 
from their civil franchises. It was unprofitable injustice, as well as fraught 
with danger to the empire. It was a source of weakness in war, and of in- 
ternal divisions and divided councils in peace. Ministry after ministry had 
fallen to pieces solely on this account. An efticient and united administration 
could not he formed, because men of ability and patriotism would not he par- 
ties to an obsolete system of intolerance. The legislative suffered as well as 
the executive. Its time was w’asted : every year the subject was laboriously 
discussed, and every year produced the same mortifying nullity. Parlia- 
ment became more like an ecclesiastical convocation, occupied in the profit- 
less controversies of theology, than a lay assembly delegated to promote the 
temporal interests of the nation. 

Tlte policy of concession was not a new policy. It w as the policy of the 
last reign, and was only interrupted by the French revolution. It began 
in 1778, by giving to Irish papists the rights of inheritance and of ]iro- 
\»erty, and absolving them from imprisonment for life for keeping scluiolst. 
lit 1791 there were important coaccssionsj. The oaths and dcelarations of 
catholics were modified ; their places of worship and schools for cdiicatior. 
were tolt rated, and they were ]'>ermitted to practise the law\ Two years 
aft(?r, the army and navy in Ireland were thrown open to papists, and tiicv 
were enabled to vote at parliamentary elections^. Subsequent to tlic 
Union, and dur’ng the regency, nothing was done for them, save an act 
of 1817, which placed English catholics on a level with the Irish in respect 
of admission to oflices in the army and navy. 

During the Canning and Goderich ministries the catholics indulged 
hopes of further ameliorations, which were entirely extinguished by the 
foiination of that of the duke of Wellington. His grace w'as a tory and 
ftuti catholic. Liberality was supposed to be alien to his nature ; force 

* Marquis of I^Ansdowne, House of LonU, May • 

f Irish Act, IS Q«o. lllf c. CO. 

$ 31 Gto. III., c. 32. ^ Irish .\ct, 33 Geo. 
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and arbitrariness his sole weapons of domination. He was feared as well as 
generally disliked. All this, however, resulted from imperfect knowledge 
of the real character of the minister — his sterling good sense and ardent 
zeal for the public welfare. Past events had shown the mischief of an ex- 
clusive policy, its disturbing and weakening effect on tlie imperial govern- 
ment, and the danger of dismemberment with which it threatened the 
United Kingdom. Resolved to obviate these evils, the duke, with his 
wonted energy and promptitude, determined on a new course. The task was 
lierculean, but masterly executed. 

The first session of the duke’s ministry was signalised by the adoption 
of lord John Russell’s bill for the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, 
by which municipal corporations and offices of power and trust were thrown 
open to the dissenters. An efficient finance committee was aj)pointed on 
the motion of Mr. Peel, and the first fruit of whose labours was the stop- 
ping a lavish waste of puldic money in the gran ting of life-annuities, 
founded on erroneous calculations of human longevity. Next followed com- 
missions to inquire into the state of the common law, and the law of real 
property. These resulted from the luminous parliamentary exposition of 
legal defects and institutions by Mr. Brougham. An act to proliibit the 
circulation of Scotch small notes in England ; and a corn-bill, in the main 
agreeing with that rejected in the preceding year, but ratlier more favour- 
able to the agriculturist, concluded, in July, the important sessional busi- 
ness of 182S. 

Meanwhile Ireland presented an extraordinary spectacle. To affirm she 
was on the verge of civil war was merely to reiterate what had been coiu- 
monly alleged of her situation for the last half-century. She exhibiti'd 
symptoms more alarming and unmanageable than actual rebellion. J3y a 
novel species of agitation, carried on by itinerant orators, who with the zeal 
of missionaries set forth the wrongs of their country, but who constantly 
deprecated illegal violence in seeking redress for them — who theiiiselvcs 
cautiously kept witliin the bounds of the law — the Catholic Associatitni 
had obtained almost the entire control of tlie population. They ordered a 
census of the people, levied tribute under the name of “ rent,” and assuineil 
to be in every respect the representatives of the wishes and grievances of 
Ireland. A new source of authority was discovered by them in the IhiLy- 
shilliiig freeholders. These had been mostly created by the landlords fur 
political purj’.oses. Under the influence of their priests they deserted tiieir 
former masters, and submitted to the guidance of the catholic leaders. A 
new election for Clare afforded an unequivocal test of their power. Tiu'ir 
great leader, Daniel 0‘Coimell, stood fur the county upon the strengtli of 
Ids right, and a new construction of existing statutes, lie was returned by 
a large majority, and the ministerial candidate, supported by almost the 
whole of the landed gentry, defeated. In the event of a dissolution, tlie 
catholics boasted they could return, by the aid of the forties seventy 
members to parliament, pledged to oppose every measure of ministers till 
eri ancipation was granted. Against a power like this it was impos- 
sible to govern Ireland. The Orange societies and Brunswick clubs \Neie 
revived by way of counteraction ; but the contest was now one of opinion, 
not of physical force. A series of conversions rapidly followed this new 
aspect of Irish afikirs. A hrother-in-Iaw of Mr. Secretary Peel was the 
first to avow his altered sentiments. Next followed the p\ihlication of a 
private letter of the premier, in which he^xpressed himself favourable to « 
^tUement of the catholic question. Even the lord-licutcnunt was coii- 



m 


GEORGE IV. A.D. 1820 to 1830. 

vinced of tl\e necessity of concession, and went so far as to encourage per- 
severance in the peaceful agitation scheme that had wrought such wonders 

Parliament met early in 1829. The opening speech disclosed the new 
policy forced on government. The Catholic Association was to be suppressed, 
the forty-shilling freeholders disfranchised, but catholic disabilities were to 
be removed. Necessity, not choice, had conquered. Still praise is due to 
the vanquished as well as the victors. They achieved the greatest of 
triumphs in conquering themselves, in surrendering to the common good 
inveterate and long-cherished sentiments. The king, the ministry, the 
ciuirch, and the aristocracy, were opposed to catholic emancipation, but 
controlled by imperative circumstances, directed by the energies of the 
prime minister. 

Such an unexpected revulsion in public policy forms an instance of the 
little prescience of the wisest in political occurrences, and of the inappre- 
ciable causes by which they are produced. Sternness, inflexibility, co- 
creiveness, and a decided hostility to change, were the prominent manifest- 
ations anticipated from the We<llington administration. Contrary to these 
forebodings, it proved almost effeminate in its course, and certainly more 
conciliatory and promptly liberal in its concessions than any that ever go- 
verned the kingdom. The forty-shilling freeholders formed another ano- 
maly of the time. They had been created as mere instruments of servility, 
fur the perpetuation of the ascendancy of their landlords. They were con- 
sidered so little w'orth that !Mr. 0‘ConncU actually gave them up — con- 
sented to their dislVanchisentcut — in 1825 : yet this despised order of free- 
holders proved, if not the saviours of the country, a very potent instrument 
in its regeneration. 

There is one mode of solving a part of these paradoxes. It is often the 
interest of men that their present conduct should belie their previous re- 
putation. This is peculiarly the case with political bodies, whose power 
(Icpcmls on their popularity. Secure of the support of thoir own adherents, 
they seek to neutralise opposition by concession, and to strengthen them- 
selves, by making converls in the ranks of their enemies, through the 
ado|)tion of their measures and opinions. It thus happens that a tory 
ministry, whose autliority is precarious, w'ill often incline to a wdiig policy, 
and vice versa. 

The remaining events of the present reign are not so important as to 
refjuire notice further than that devoted to them in the Chronicle. Droj)sv, 
which in the last three years had carried off the duke of York and the prin- 
cess royal of England, terminated, in June, 1830, the protracted sufferings 
of the king. The seclusio’.i in which his majesty had latterly lived was 
commonly ascribed to misanthropy, but arose from bodily iuhrmities that 
it was thought politic to conceal, and which rendered his appearance in 
public or even in private society irksome and distressing. Ciiarity and 
beneficence continued to the last prominent traits in the conduct of 
George IV. 

The transplanting of the Brunswick princes to England was favourable 
to their improvement. George 1. was thoroughly German : he was too old 
on his accession to the Britisli throne, and his reign too brief, to admit of 
his outgrowing in any sensible degree his native habits and acquirements. 
The reign of George II. was much longer than that of his predecessor, and 
his character superior; but, cither from want of taste or aptitude, he hardly 
assimilated nearer than the grade of ycuinan to the national standard of 
cultivation. George III, attained the rank of a respectable English squire. 



BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


7fA 

ihough greatly inferior to his successor in social polish and refinement. 
While the Hanover electors continued aliens in origin, language, and man- 
ners, it is not surprising that tlieir prerogatives were contested, and their 
supremacy grudgingly admitted by the aristocracy. They were felt to 
be, and in truth they were, little more than the elected servants of the 
nobility; morally and intellectually their inferiors; hardly even in pecu- 
niary revenue equalling many of the English lords. Much of this competitive 
equality disappeared in the former and entirely in the present reign. George 
IV. entered the lists under highly favourable circumstances. His path had 
been ably pioneered for him by his predecessor. Possessed of a magnificent 
civil-list, a princely education, richly endowed by nature, he might, inde- 
pendently of his illustrious descent and royal inheritance, fearlessly compete 
with his loftiest peers in all the pretensions on which aristocracy prides itself. 

While prince of Wales, George IV. was mostly popular. Handsome in 
person, elegant in manners, free, joyous, a clever mimic and vocalist, racy, 
and amusing in conversation, he possessed the exterior embellishments that 
'iiosily win general favour, and made him the idol of the world of fashion, 
and, in no small degree, of the populace. It was creditable to his taste 
that he early attached himself to the brilliant, though rather dissolute, 
circle of Fox, Burke, and Sheridan. He was the votary of pleasure, of 
that epicurean description which unites wit and elegance with great license, 
and renders the intellect itself handmaid to luxurious self-indulgence. 
Though so far a voluptuary, habitual grossneiss cannot be imputed to him. 
His connexions with women were mostly of a kind that combined other and 
more refined attractions than those of sensuality, and of which the selection 
of his first mistress, the accomplished but vain Mary Robinson, and sub- 
sequently of the exemplary Mrs. Fitzherbert, are satisfactory instances. 
The existence of one legitimate daughter, and no natural offspring, nega- 
tive the assumption of a very indiscriminate sexual intercourse. 

George IV. had the characteristic courage of his family. “ No man,'* 
said the duke of W ellington, “ can intimidate the king.’* He had the firmness, 
with less of the obstinacy of his father. This is shown by the mode in which 
his accpnesccncc was obtained to the Catholic Relief Bill, against which 
he liad to surrender prepossessions hardly less strong than those of George 
III. He submitted to the marital choice of the princess Charlotte, though 
prince Leopold was disagreeable to him, and though he had, by previous 
arrangement, betrothed her to the prince of Orange ; but he was unwilling 
to control his daughter in a matter in which slie was chiefly interested, 
especially after the lesson of practical wisdom afforded by his own unhapjiy 
marriage, having been degraded into a mere pecuniary contract and state 
contrivance. IIi.s secession from the Opposition, in 1793, implied neither 
caprice nor dereliction of principle, accompanied as he was by distiiiguislud 
names to whom the public were accustomed, in doubtful emergencies, to 
look up for guidance and authority. He always manifested a wish to be 
reunit^ to his early friends, but not to submit to fastidious and imperious 
diet; lion. Such a disposition was apparent on the subsidence of the alarm 
occasioned by the French revolution, on the establishment of the regency, 
on the death of Mr. Perceval, and again on the formation of the coalition 
ministries of iMr. Canning and of lord Goderich ; both of which he steadily 
su|^orted in defiance of a powerful confederacy of the aristocracy. 

The present reign was more free than the former from constitutional 
encioachments. The coercive acts of the regency were temporary expedients 
to meet a tmhporary emergency, and not settled features of the king’s go* 
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vernmcnt. He gave a tacit approval to the professions of the Holy Alli- 
ance, which were Christian ; but when their practices appeared inconsistent 
with their declared principles he opposed no obstacle to a public disavowal 
of all participation in their despotic schemes. George IV. was w ell con- 
tent with the established prerogatives of the monarchy. He did not, like 
his predecessor, circulate private notes among his hereditary councillors, to 
intimidate or influence them in the free exercise of their legislative func- 
tions. Neither was favouritism remarkably predominant. Mr. Sheridan 
at one time appeared to exercise a private ascendancy at Carlton-house. 
He was well suited to the vocation, and would have been proud of it ; but, 
if he exercised a covert authority, it was only for a short period, and he was 
not, as his after life attested, very munificently rewarded. The Hertfords, 
carl Moira, colonel Mahon, sir Benjamin Bloomfield, and sir William 
Knighton, have been successively charged with the office of court minion. 
The influence exercised by the last, in his situation of private secretary, 
and which was probably as great as that of any of his predecessors, has been 
partly unveiled in his Memoirs^ and seems, contrary to expectation, to have 
had as great a reference to spiritual as temporal affairs. George IV. was 
too clever a man — for cleverness is generally conceded to him, he was too 
acute and penetrating, and had too morbid a sensibility to personal encroach- 
ments, slavishly to subject himself to individual influences. Besides, it was 
incompatible with his nature. It has been, with more truth than gallantry, 
said of him, that he had a “ woman’s character fickle, quickly suspicious, 
and the creature of impulse, rather than reason. He had, notwithstanding, 
the sagacity, like his father, to use men in their sphere, and for his pur- 
pose, but not much further. 

Although not the passive instrument of either man or woman, it cannot 
be supposed that the king was entirely free from the common lot of princes, 
every one of whom is said to be governed either by his physician, his mis- 
tress, or confessor. Tliere were about him, as well as other monarchs, 
secret and irresponsible influences. It is easy to perceive, from the partial 
disclosures of sir Wm. Knighton’s MemoirSy that, though Liverpwl, Wel- 
lington, and other premiers, had the drudgery and accountability of the 
government, the sunshine of the court, its choicest gifts, and confidence, 
passed through the channel of the privy purse ; and ot this novel and 
somewhat uiiconstitutioiial course of royal favour, those who sought it were 
not slow to avail themselves. For the last keeper of the privy purse the 
king seems to have had a sincere and affectionate regard. His presence was 
almost indispensable to his e.xistence. His friendship, however, might 
have proved like his heart — “ Irish intense, vehement, and tumultuous, 
but evanescent. The attachment the king manifested towards Knighton, 
Canning, and men of a like civil grade, and the countenance ho 
afibrded them, refutes the common imputation ot regal monjne and ex- 
clusiveness, It shows that, when the king found a man he delighted 
to honour, he had the manliness to do so, regardless of his humble birth 
or absence of aristocratic associations. 

It has been said that the king’s education was “ princely such it ap« 
pears to have been. It lacked nothing of the rdhtine of instruction com- 
monly appropriated to royal and noble personages. His chief teachers, 
Brs. Markham, Jackson, and Hurd, were embryo bishops, or church digni- 
taries, and of course theology had a due share of attention ; 
tmt theological or ecclesiastical was ornamental or scholastic. osi^ssing 
superioi natural ahiUties, a relootive memory, quick and lively par s, o 
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ready wit, correct taste, especially in the fine arts, for which his excellent 
ear and eye qualified him, with good elocutionary powers, the prince did 
credit to the limited sphere of tuition embraced by his tutors, and proved 
equal to the average of his courtiers in his knowledge of the classics, mo* 
dern languages, constitutional law, and general acquirements. There was, 
however, it has been justly observed, no provision for scientific instruction in 
morals, legislation, the structure of governments, and natural philosophy. 
All that appertained to the drawing-room or the ball-room, the Liturgy, or 
the merely operative duties of the throne, the king was master of ; but he was 
unversed in the higher requisites of the regal office — in those principles 
on which true national happiness depends ; and which defect of early 
culture was the more to be lamented in George IV., as he was unquestion- 
ably animated by a desire, to the extent of his knowledge and ability, to 
promote the general welfare. 

It is an advantage to a prince whose education has been neglected that 
the British monarchy is of a plastic nature — that its executive powers are 
adapted to age or adolescence — to the imbecile or masculine mind ; in short, 
to every uncertainty of character and intelligence to which hereditary descent 
is liable A child or a philosopher may be the sovereign of Einj:liind. Thci e 
is a permanent regency provided by the constitiilion for every casually. 
Political responsibility only is varied, and the advantage at first sight a[)- 
pears in favour of an incompetent chief magistrate ; for, if the king is eflicicnt 
and active in the discharge of his duties, he exercises great ])o\vcrs without 
liability — he can do 7io wrong; whereas, in the case of an incapable mo- 
narch, the delegated authority necessarily devolving in name and reality 
upon his ministers, they exercise power, both in law and reason, under a 
veritable accountability to the nation for their administration. 

One charge has been made against the character of George IV. of a very 
serious import. l\\% pcrs(mal veracitg has been imjnigned. This, if true, 
not only denudes him of the distinction whicli sycopbancy bad assigned 
to him, of being the first gentleman in Europe,’’ but of all claim to 
gentility whatever. It is founded on his solemn abnegation, on the sacred 
honour of a prince, of his marriage, either ‘legally or otherwise,'’ w ith 
Mrs. Fitzherbert. That this denial was untrue is now inconlcstahly esta- 
blished on the testimony of lord Stourton*. It was solely on mairimmiiiil 
terms that this conscientious lady would consent to a uiiioii with the 
prince ; and a marriage was solemnized, not in a foreign dominion, a-i 
commonly supposed, and wlncli would have made it invalid, according to 
the discipline of the catholic church, but in this country, in Mrs. Fitz- 
herbert’s “ own drawing-room, in her house in town, in the presence of an 
officiating protestaiit clergyman and two of her own nearest relatives.” 
Legally the marriage was void by the act of the lute king ; or, if a mar- 
riage, by an anterior statute, the Act of Settlement, the prince, by marrying 
a papist, forfeited all claim of succession to the crown. It is doubtless on 
the legal nullity of the marriage that the j)rince authorised the disavowal ot 
it by Mr. Fox and bis other whig compurgators. Mental reservation was 
practised ; he was married, but not legally married : a Jesuitical evasion 
that would have been irfbre passable had the bridegroom, as well as the 
bride, in lieu of a protestant prince, been in communion with the inilulgcnt 
see of Rome. However, married or not, it was an unusually convenient 
union. Both parlies were accommodated by it : the pious sciuples of the 


^ KdinUirgh Review, cxxxvi* 556. 



GEORGE IV. A.D. 1820 to 1830. 


777 

lady were soothed, the gentleman’s passion gratified; and, hy the ready 
double entendre of disavowal, the way for the payment of his debts 
smoothed ; those debts which had doubtless partly accumulated from the 
magnificent bridal presents that showered on the betrothed immediately 
after the celebration of the hybrid nuptials, which one side construed into 
mere concubinage, the other into virtuous wedlock*. 

Princes are only men, and require, like their subjects, the established 
salvos for human frailties. In considering the temptations to which they 
have yielded, we ought to allow for those they have successfully resisted. 
George IV., from the incidental advantages of station and person, might 
claim more than an average per-centage of this moral drawback. From the 
long absence of wholesome occupation — for he was an old man when he 
became regent — he became indolent, restless, and effeminate ; absorbed 
in trifles — the coxcombry of dress and etiquette ; or if anything better in- 
tervened, the luxury of novels, plays, paintings, or architecture. He was a 
man of pleasure; business was distasteful to him; and too exclusively de- 
voted to personal indulgence, it produced the common results of sensual at- 
tachments, self-engrossment, aversion to connubial and domestic ties, 
alienation from noble objects, and debasing habits of profusion and intem- 
pirance. Such, in brief, was the king: the good qualities nature had im- 
planted were overpowered by the seductive lures of his exalted position. 
His biography is mean; it is unadorned by the pursuit or attainment of 
any great end. Tlie vices of adolescence were not redeemed by the splendour 
of his meridian years. Through life he was only a grand-master of ceremo- 
nies. His prosecution of the princess Caroline was spiteful and vindictive, 
lie was a vain man, especially of the rank of his family, an insult to which 
he never forgave. He was proud; very jealous of familiarity; and, if any 
were seduced into it by an ostentatious condescension, he suddenly turned 
upon them with an assumption of offended dignity. Servility formed the 
ready currency to royal favour, from both his menials and ministers. 
His passions were strong — their victims several. His idea of ])lcasure was 
sensual, notwithstanding the refinement of his mind. He indulged in the 
luxuries of the table ; was fond of wine, music, and horse racing. He was 
a spendthrift, careless of exceeding his income, and an evil example to his 
subjects as economist and luisliand. His taster were magnificent, but costly to 
the nation. 7'hcy were Eastern — glittering, fantastic, and showy, but profit- 
less. Indolence and enjoyment vvere his idols. Everything around him 
breathed softness, richness, and repose. These are tlie more unfavourable 
traits. He was kind and affable to those about his person ; he was benevolent. 
His charity w^as without ostentation; his religion without fanaticism. In 
elegant accomplishments he has been rarely equalled ; in personal graces 
never excelled. He was lively and good-humoured in society ; cheerful 
and warm-hearted at home. He was the very Comas of inirtli in early 
life. Wherever there was gaiety — wherever “ Sport leaped up to seize Iier 
heechen bough” — wherever llierc was a festive assembly of tlie people — 
there was the prince. It was only when oppressed with the infirmities ot 

* Three memorable denials of ri )3 al personages are on ,recortl, which severely tried tht 
faith of contemporaries. First there is the written denial, in 1787 , of the marriage ut the 
]»nii<’e ot* Wales with Mrs. Fit 7 .hert)ert. Secondlj', the deuirtl by the dnke of \ ork, in 
his letter addressed to the speaker of the house of cionmons, dat* <1 FeK -o' d, 1809, •* not 
Only of all personal parMcipatiou bvit the slightest knowledge ot the ahnses c irried on m 
the army by Mary Anne Clarke. (BeAA. Uhtoryof ///..xiii. 3*J‘.2 ) Lnstly, Queen 

Curohiie, in a memorial addressed to the house of lords, ou the day fi)IIowing the 
second reading of the Bill of Degradation against her, most deliheratelv anu ueloro 
Gud asserted that sho was wholly imioct nt of the crime laid tt» her chi;ri*e. 
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age, or the premature effects of the Circean cup he had freely quaffed, that 
George IV. became morose, selfish, recluse, and irritable. 

The intellectual impulse of the last reign continued with unabated force 
auring the present, and presented nearly the same outlines. Science con- 
tinued more literary, and literature more scientific. Whatever was useful, 
ornamental, or ministered to enjoyment, received encouragement from both 
prince and people. Four acts of munificence distinguished the life of the king, 
— the literary mission to Portici for expediting the unravelling of the Her- 
culaneum MSS. — the endowment of the Royal Society of Literature — his 
present of the library of George III. to the British Museum — and the sup- 
port he afibrded to the erection of St. David’s College in Wales. The ex- 
ploration of the ancient records of the kingdom, with a view to its juridi- 
cal and historical illustration, continued a feature of the times. It was, 
however, chiefly the imitative arts or light literature, not the useful pur- 
suits of science, that was especially distinguished by the patronage of the 
crown or its ministers. 

In this reign began those splendid improvements of the metropolis by 
w'liich architectural beauty was sought to be combined with utility and 
local convenience. The wonder of the age, however, was the further aj)- 
plication of the powers of the steam-engine; that unrivalled invention 
which had supported the w^ar, and laid the foundation of commercial, 
manufacturing, and agricultural prosperity. Hitherto this mighty agent 
had been chiefly applied to the manufacturing arts, but in its new develop- 
ments, it was extended to agriculture, road-travelling, and river and sea- 
navigation. Science in all her more gainful pursuits was cherished, not 
only as a source of individual opulence, but national grandeur. To the 
illustrious names of Priestley, Bradley, Arkwright, Maskelyne, Smeaton, 
Brindley, Cartwright, Dollond, Rumford, Black, Watt, Cavendish, and 
Playfair, which shed lustre on the reign of George III., may be added, as 
the contemporary ])ortion of his successor, those of Davy, Wollaston, 
Dalton, Ivory, Babbage, Faraday, South, Young, Arnott, Airey, Leslie, 
Brewster, Herschel, Buckland, Telford, M‘Adam, and Rennie. Chcifiistry, 
and its application to agriculture; geology, mineralogy, civil engineering, 
mechanics, anatomy, medicine, and geographical researches in Africa aial 
the Arctic regions, constituted the boast of the period. 

Political economy was sedulously cultivated by Malthus, Ricardo, Mill, 
M‘Culloch, Thompson, and Torrens ; but the economists were not agreed 
either as to the correctness or value of the additions made to the science 
since the days of Adam Smith. The great practical question w as the tend- 
ency of population to become redundant, upon wdiich the physical condi- 
tion of the working-classes, the prudence of niurriagc, the rate of w ages, 
colonization, and a public provision for indigence, almost entirely depended. 
Great contemporary interest was given to this truly national study by the 
unsettled state of the currency and banking, sudden vicissitudes in em}>lo\- 
ment, and in commercial and manufacturing industry. It also derived 
imj ortance from the narrow policy sought to lx; pursued by neighbouring 
states. Struck by our riches and greatness, but mistaking their sources, 
foreigners sought to emulate our prosperous career by fostering mono- 
polies and mcrcamile restrictions, the futility and hurtfulncss of which 
England had newly discovered and partly abandoned. 

Except ill its economical bearings. Political Philosophy was not success- 
fully cultivated. The shrewd and practical but crude and unscientific 
W(^k of Dr. Paley continued the standard publication. Jeremy Be ntham 
sought to introduce more general principles in moralsi jurisprudence, and 
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legislation ; but, either from prevailing doubts of their soundness, perplexi- 
ties in the style of his later writings, or their incompatibility with established 
opinions and interests, he had only partial success with his countrymen. 
Metaphysics were almost entirely abandoned to Dugald Stewart ; and even 
this accomplished writer, treading in the cautious steps of Dr. Reid, 
seemed more disposed to limit than extend the range of this nebulous 
science. Eloquence and the drama declined ; or rather the rhetorical embel- 
lishments of the former, and the imaginative extravagances of the latter, were 
less cultivated. Legislative questions had become more practical than theoretic 
or constitutional: tables and arithmetic superseded tropes and figures; 
and the pyrotechnical flashes of Chatham, Burke, Fox, Windham, and She- 
ridan disappeared amidst political economy, newspaper reporting, and the 
solid folios yearly issued by parliamentary committees, often replete with 
able and minute information on the most important interests of the empire. 

The age, however, was neither dry nor exclusively scientific. It was 
brilliant with poetry, cirticism, history, works of imagination, and the 
productions of the fine arts. Sir Walter Scott, Pyron, Landor, Baillie, 
Elliott, Edgworth, Jeffrey, Gifford, Liiigard, Hallam, Roscoe, Palgrave, 
D’lsraeli, Mackintosh, Wordsworth, f 'rabbe, Southey, Moore, Coleridge, 
Rogers, Hogg, Montgomery, and Campbell, are enduring names that would 
shed lustre on the proudest period of English literature. In essay and 
the lighter periodical writing, Hazlitt, Lamb, the Smiths, Leigh Hunt, 
Wilson, Maginn, and Lockhart, shone conspicuous, and completed, with 
otlier auxiliaries, the intellectual array who delighted their contemporaries 
and embellished the pacific era of George IV. 

EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 

A.D. 1820. Jnn, 29. Accession of Geo. 1 blished license of personal indulgence ; 
IV, — ^The new reign commenced without | and by them continued to be followed and 
any expectation of changes. As regent looked up to as ** the glass of fashion and 
the king had long exercised sovereign mouid of form.*’ The occurrences of the 
power, and his accession was merely an al> regency did not raise the prince in popular 
teration in the name of the chief magis- favour. The first years were brilliant by 
trate. During the life-time of the lute the event.s of the war and the conclusion of 
king the heir-apparent hud mostly lived in peace. Wit the latter had been marked by 
a state of estrangement from his majesty, the ])rev aler.ee of much distress and unusuul 
partly from connexion with the whigs, and political discontent. These were sought to 
partly from diversity of taste and pursuits, be met by coercive acts of legislation, which 
George 111. was as little tolerant of differ- produced internal quiet, especially as they 
dices of manners as of opinion, and the happened to be aided by the revival of 
thoughtless dissipation of the son — his commerce ; but they augmented the un|Xipu- 
constantly-recurring pecuniary einlarrass- larity of the Liverpool administration. As 
inents — his Separation from the princess the king gave no intimation of uii iuten- 
C^aroline, and living openly in coucubin- tiun either to change his responsible ad- 
age, were habits repugnant to the moral visers (p. 701) or the spirit of his goveni- 
sensibilities of the royal parent. Horse- inent, the new reign began suileulv* 'vith- 
racing and prise-fighting had at one time out indications of hope or general gladness, 
formed favourite diversions of the prince. 30. (itorge IV, held his first court at 
He was also prone to riotous conviviality Carlton- house, and declared his intention 
and to gaming ; tha last a vice to which “ to maintain iiiiimpared the religion, 
b\>th he and the duke of York became laws, and lilnirties of the kingdom.' Being 
early addicted. His life, in short, if not Sunday, the proclaiming of the king was 
absolutely rakish, had heenthat of a splen- deferred till next day, when the ceremony 
dill voluptuary, who freely indulged in took place with the customary formalities. 

' Very pleasure that money, high station, FcA. 1. A bulletin ennouiiced the kings 
aad a fine pervun could procure. It made indisposition, supposed to arise Irom ta* 
biin unpopular with the industrious orders ; tiguo and anxiety. On the 9«h the duke 
but by the gay world, who assumed a dif* of Sussex had an interview of fraternal re- 
Jitaiidard of decorum, he was con- , conciliation. On the Tith his majesty was 
9>aerea not to have transgressed the esta- convalescent. 
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8. Died, at Hayes, ia Kent, in his 
sixty-ninth year, sir Vicary Gisns, late 
chief-justice of the court of common* 
pleas. He ivaa the son of a sur);eon, 
and born at Kxeter; the native of a 
county which has been styled {Law Mag. 
xxix. 58), “ the nursing mother of eminent 
lawyers.” Educated at Eton, possessing 
much natural acuteness, with a mind ex- 
clusively and laboriously devoted to his 
profession, the failure of Gibbs iu attain- 
ing legal preferment would have been more 
remarkable thau his success. He rendered 
Erskiue effective aid as junior counsel for 
the prisoners ia the State Trials of 1794, 
The reformers thought they had made an 
accpiisition in their able advocate, but Mr. 
Gibbs had no taste for politics; moreover, 
he was always high church, and a tory. 
As attorney-general, sir Vicary sought to 
subject the press to a reign^ of terror, sup- 
ported by vexatious and ruinous prosecu- 
tions. In 1810. of the fifty -two newspa- 
pers published in Loudon, about one-half 
luul ex-officio informations filed against 
them. His proceeilings were severely re- 
)'rehended both in parliament and out, an«l 
did not serve the ininistei's. As a lawyer 
merely, and a successful one, he was na- 
turally opposed to legal reforms; but in 
the house of cominoos he never was of 
much weight, ami seldom spoke. He re- 
signed his office of attorney-general for a 
judgeship of the cominou-\»lea8. and with- 
drew from public life in November, 1818, 
completel}' worn out. Sir Vicary Gibbs 
won no laurels iu private or public lil'e : 
not that he was without private worth, but 
he was a thoroughly disagreeab e person. 
.Self-sufficient, petulant, irascible, and ty- 
rannical ; a the to mirth and recreation, he 
seemed destined to live and die over the 
dry bones of Coke and Lyttleton. His 
duiiiniitive figure and sour vi.sage did not 
belie liis nature. 

11. The contains the alterations 

ill the church-service recpiired by the death 
of the late king ; the name of queen Ca- 
roline omitted ; hut, to obviate the in- 
vidiousness of this omission, neither is 
the name of the duke of York, presumptive 
heir to the crown, specifically mentioned 
ill the Liturgy, (;uly that of the niyal family. 

Id. Duke de Berri assassinated on leav- 
ing the opera by L«nveL formerly a soldier 
iu the imperial guard. His trial was de« 
biyed, in rhe hope that he would be induced 
to’reveal his accomplices; but he constant- 
ly domed that he hud any, and persisted in 
his first averment, that he had not com* 
inunicated his intention to a single human 
being, and that his object was the good of 
Trance. H# was beheaded June 6tn, pur- 
suant to his sentence. . 

17 : George 111. interred at Windser. 
23« CATu*sTUSEr CoNsnuACY. — For 


some time it had been known to govent' 
ment that an attempt to assassinate the 
king’s ministers was meditating, and that 
Arthur Thistlewood was at the bottom of 
it. The time chosen for the exeemion jf 
the plot was on the occasion cf a cabinet- 
dinner at lord Harrowby’s iu Grosveiior- 
square. Acting on previous informutiou, 
Mr. Birnie, a Bow-street magistrate, with 
twelve of the patrol, proceeded to Cato* 
street in the Kdgeware-road, where, in a 
hay-loft, they found the conspirators as- 
sembled. The entrance was by a ladder, 
by which Ruthven, Smithers, and others of 
the patrol, ascended. On t^e door being 
opened, twenty-five or thirty men appi*are(l 
armed : Ruthven stated that he was a 
peace-officer, and required them to lay 
down their arms. Thistlewood opposed the 
officers with a drawn sword, and Smithers, 
rushing forward to seize him, was pierced, 
and instantly expired. A desperate strug- 
gle ensued in the dark, the lights having 
bieii extinguished; pending which, cap- 
tain Fitzclarence arrived with a detachment 
of guards, who surrouuded the premises, 
and nine of the desperadoes were taken. 
Thistlewood and the rest escaped ; but the 
former was soon alter seized in bed at an 
obscure lodging in Finsbuiy. 

29. ParliaiiiLMit dissolved by proclama- 
tion. 

Mar. 3, Mr. Parker, a retired tradesman 
of Woolwich, murdered, together with bis 
housekeeper, and an attempt made to set 
fire fo the hou.se. The murderer was dis- 
covered, and exectited on Pennenderi- heath; 
July 31. He was named Nesbitt, hatl 
been in the artillery, and was an illiterate 
and abandoneri character. 

II. estminster election terminatert 
in the return of sir F. Burdett and .Mr. 
Ilubbouse, the whig candidate, the bon. 
<r. Lamb, being rejected. For Middlesex, 
Messrs. Byng and S. C. Whitbread were 
returned. For the city of London, Messi". 
Wood and Wilson, sir W. Curtis, and the 
lord-mayor were the sitting members : 
Waithmau and Thorpe rejected. 

Ifi. Trial uf Mr. Hunt and others begins 
at York, before Mr, Justice Bayley, bu a 
conspiracy at Manchester on the Ibtli 
August. The trial lasted ten days. Fourot 
the defendants were found guilty of 
Kembliiig an unlawful meeting with un- 
lawful banners. The verdict was subse- 
quently im|ieached in the court ol kinu « 
bench, but confirmed ; and, May 15th. Mr. 
Hunt was sentenced to be imprisoned iii 
Ilchestcr gaol for two years and six 
mouths, and Healy, Johmston, find Barn- 
ford to one year's iinpriKonment iu Linco u 
ffaol. Hunt and Bamford were their own 
council through these proceedings. * 

23. Sir Francis Burdett found guiUv at 
Leicester of a libel on government, i» 
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letter to his congtituents, reflecting on the 
Manchester outrage of the 16th August. 
The baronet was tried before Mr. justice 
Best, and pleaded his own cause. 

A]pr* 1. Walter Scott, esq., the popular 
poet and novelist, created a baronet, aud 
the first creation of the new reign. 

5. Apfair of Bonnyhuiu. — A sort of in- 
surrectionary movement in the south-west 
of Scotland, since known to have been 
mainly the work of spies. On the morning 
ot the 2nd an incendiary placard was post- 
ed on tlie walls of Glasgow, calling on the 
]>eople to effect a revolution by force ; and 
recoinineiiding the owners of the factories to 
suspend their works till the struggle was 
over. {Ann. /%., Ixii. 37.) On the r)th 
there was an assemblage of about fifty 
radicals, in lieu of 5000 that had been 
expected, at Bonny tnuir, some of whom 
were armed with pikes, and some with pis- 
tols or muskets. Their plan was to pro- 
ceed to the Carron iron-works, and eipiip 
themselves with artillery. They were dis- 
persed by a troop of cavalry, and nineteeu 
of the rebels, after a slight resistance, cap- 
tured. N umerous arrests followed in Ren- 
frewshire, Lanarkshire, and Ayrshire ; and, 
on the very day of the skirmish on Bunny- 
111 uir, a committee of eleven, supposed tt) 
be the provisional government^ were taken 
into cusUxly. A special commission sat in 
the ditlerent counties, in the summer, to 
try tlie insurrectionists; three of whom 
were executed. 

1 1. Sir Charles Wolseley and Joseph 
Harrison, a schoolmaster, trierl at Chester 
assizes fur sedition, and found guilty. 
They were sentenced to eighteen months’ 
iinprisoninent each, and to give securities 
for fiitun* good behaviour. 

19. The trials of the Cato-street con- 
S[urators began at tlie Old Hailey, and 
ended on the 2rth, when they were found 
guilty. 

20. Messrs. Brougham and Denman ad- 
mitted attorney and solicitor-general to the 
<]ueen in the courts of law, and took their 
places within the bar. 

24. The proprietor of the Observer fined 
500/. by the court for transgressing their 
order in puhlishing the proceedings pend- 
ing the trial of Thtstlewoorl and his asso- 
ciates, but not enforced. 

27, New pari.iament opened by the 
king. The general election had produced 
fittle change in the composition of the 
house of commons. It had not gained any 
new ornament ; neither had it lost any of 
those who were wont to take on active 
Jihare parliumentary business, llie 
kiiig'g speech adverted to the prevalence 
nt distress among the labouring classes^ 
*md the machinations of the di>atfectcd 
through the circulation of sediiious and 


irreligious publications. In both houses 
the address was voted without a dissentient 
voice. 

May 1. Arthur Thistlewood, James 
lugs, Thomas Brunt, Richard Tidd, and 
William Davidson, were executed at the 
Old Bailey. They were all in humble or 
indigent circumstances, and had been con- 
victed of one of the wildest and most atr«f 
cious plots on record. During the trial, 
and at the place of execution, they con- 
ducted themselves with firmness, and even 
hardihood. Davidson was the only one of 
the sufKreis who appeared open to reli- 
gious impressions. The chief conspirator, 
Thistlewood, was in his 50th year, and had 
started in life with some fortune and educa- 
tion. He had been a lieutenant in the army, 
and was, during the reign of terror, in 
France, where he had imbibed his political 
tenets. Owing to some alleged affront he 
had challenged lord Sidmouth to fight a 
duel, lor which he had been fined and im- 
prisoned. Reduced to indigence, both he 
and logs had received small sums of mo- 
ney from Edwards, the government spy. 
There was evidence to prove that Edwards 
was the original framer of the plot. The 
crowd at the execution was immense, but 
unattended with any marked expression of 
popular feeling, except that the ceremony 
of decaidtation excited general disgust. 
Five of the conspirarors had their sentences 
commuted for transportation. 

5. Mr. Brougham, preparatory to the 
settlement of the civil-list, moved for an 
inquiry into the droits of the crown and 
admiralty and other branches of the here- 
ditary revenues, not usually deemed to be 
within the control of parliament. Motion 
negatived by 273 to 143 votes. 

6. The Jesuits banished from Russia. 
At the time of issuing the decree their 
number was estimated at 800 ; and many 
withd ew to China. 

8. Merchants and traders of London, 
headed by Mr. Baring, petition the house 
of commons to remove the restrictitms on 
foreign trade. A petition of similar tenor 
was presented, by Mr. Kirkman Finlay, 
a few days after, from Gliisgow\ Kevisal 
of the navigation-laws, opening ol the 
China trside, repeal of the wool-tax, and 
the import of timber from Norvay on the 
same terms as from Canada, were tlie ob- 
jects sought. 

9. Sir James Mackintosh iiitiudnced six 
bills to mitigate the criminal law s. 

14. Died, in his /"Oth year. HnNur 
Gu\ttan, M.P,, the celehr.itcil Irish "lator 
and statesman. It was to his zeal and 
abilities Ireland was mainly inyichted ior 
the patriotic spirit evinced in 1/80. which 
extorted u relaxation in the selfish policy 
of England. Mr. Gialtan s eloquence was 
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more distinguished for warmth, brilliancy, 
and rapidity, than correctness and solidify. 
He was opposed to the Union ; hut, as a 
member of the imperial parliament, he 
gave his support to the war with France, 
in politics he was a conservative-whig; 
and almost with his dying breath cautioned 
his countrymen against the new infection 
of radical doctrines. By a clause in his 
will hisQiieen’s-county estate was to revert 
hack again to the public, provided his 
children (of which he had thirteen) should 
all die without heirs. 

‘20. Ali-Pasha, of Janina, declared him- 
self independent of Turkey. After dis- 
playing for some time a singular union of 
crait and ferocity, and trying to take ad- 
vantage of the Greek insurrection in 18*21, 
this tierce old Albanian at last paid the 
forfeit of his head fur relwlling against the 
Porte. 

‘26. Lord Lansclowne moved for the ap- 
pointment of a committee to consider the 
means of extending the foreign trade of the 
kingdom. His lordship ably detailed the 
restrictions which impeded commerce, and 
expressed himself in favour of free traile. 
Lord Liverpool agreed in the abstract policy 
of free trade, but thought there was ilanger 
in an abrupt departure from an oM system. 
— Committee agreed to. At this (leriod 
there was a general acquiescence, both in 
the legislature and in the country, in the 
wisdom of unrestricted commercial inter- 
course among nations ; and Dr. Smith’s 
principles, after fifty yeir-*, had triumphed. 

June 2. A bottle picked up on the N.W. 
coast of Ireland, in lat. 54"^ 56' N., long. 
9^ W. : it contained a paper, dated June 20, 
1819, lat. .3»«5‘2; long. 61° W. of Green- 
wich, stating that it had been thrown into 
the sea to ascertain the strength and di- 
rection of the Florida gulf-stream. ' 

6. Auuivai. of Queen C vuoi.ink. — For 
the remainder of the year public attention 
was almost exclusively fixed on the investi- 
gation into the conduct of the queen, i 
It had been currently reported for some 
years, in the upper circles, that the prin- 
cess of Wales had becii living in habitual 
adultery with a man called Bergami, whom, 
from the office of courier, she had raised to 
the dignity of chamberlain, and familiarly 
ailmitted to her table. It was to investt- 
gate the truth of these rejorts that the 
Miianest^ Commission had been appointed 
in 1818, under the direction of Sir John 
1 . 4 ;nch^ and the result of whose inquiries 
was that the English ministers abroau were 
ordered not fco give the princess, in their 
oBicial character, arjr public recognition or 
reception. The princess, in consequence, 
became an outcast from the courts of 
Europe. By the death of the late king she 
tMeima queen of £ngland| which made it 


hecessary to determine ott the conduct to 
be adopted towards her in that capacity. 
Mr. Brougham, her professional adviser, 
had, in 1819, privately offered to Lord 
Liverpool that the princess should have an 
annuity of 35,000/. a-year settled upon her 
for life, on condition of permanently re- 
siding abroad, and nut assuming, in the 
event of the demise of the crown, the title 
of queen, (/fnn, Reg*, Ixiii. 20.) Such an 
arrangement was now peculiarly acceptable 
to government; they even went further, 
and proposed that her majesty’s aniiuily 
should be^'iised to 50,000/.: but it was 
found that the ofier of Mr. Brougham hud 
been made without the privity of his client ; 
and the mystery of his conduct was further 
augmented when it was discovered that he 
had kept back from her a knowledge of the 
ministerial proposition till after her ma- 
jesty’s determination became fixed to visit 
England, in vindication of her character 
and the assertion of her rights. (Ann. 
Reg,, Ixii. 127.) Indeed, the learned gen- 
tleman seems to have held more confideiitial 
intercourse with the persecutors of the 
queen than his royal mistress. The alter- 
natives offered to the queen before she 
sailed from Calais were, either that .^l^e 
should Tvlinqiiish the royal tide on the 
terms jiroposed, or her conduct abioad he 
subjected to a j»ublic inquiry. Boldly de- 
termining to face her enemies, she landed 
at l)»)ver. from theordinaiy packet, on the 
6th, accompanied by alderman Wood and 
lady Hamilton, after a six-years* absence 
from England. Her entry into London 
was a triumph, and she was received with 
joyful acclamations by the people. (3n the 
same (lay a message was delivered to both 
houses of parliament, informing them of 
the king's intention to communicate cer- 
tain papers respecting the conduct of the 
queen. 

7. Message from the queen deliveri-d 
to fh(f house of commons, challenging the 
fullest inquiry into her conduct. 

^14. Address presented from the com- 
mon council of the city of i^undon, congm- 
tiilating the queen on her arrival in this 
country. The example was speedily fol- 
lowed, and the metrO]K)lis kept in a ferment 
for months by addresses and processions in 
honour of the queen’s return to England. 

19, Died, at his seat, Spring-grove, 
Middlesex, in his 77th year. Sin Joskcu 
Banks, president of the Royal Society, and 
whose name, with that of Dr. Solander, is 
familiar to the reader of the first voyage ol 
discovery of captain Cook. Inheriting, at 
the age of eighteen, a noble pitriiTrftuv» W*** 
Banka did not abandon himself to the 
pleasures of fashionable life> but gave the 
prSfersnee to pursuits of natural history, to 
which, through life, he continued passiou' 
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ately attached, la 1778 he was made ! 
a baronet, and elected president of the 
Royal Society. Soon after some differences 
arose with his mathematical brethren, who 
thought their favourite studies neglected ; 
but they soon 8ub.>ided, and nothing further 
occurred to disturb the lung reign of the 
president. Sir Joseph took an active 
part in the establishment of the African 
Association and the Horticultural Society. 
He died without issue. 

21. Great distress in the south of Ire- 
land : eleven banks stop payment. 

28. Attempts at reconciliation having 
failed, a secret committee of the house of 
lords proceeded to open the green hag^ con- 
taining the inculpatory documents against 
the queen. Lord Krskine and the marquis 
of Lansdowne having declined to act on 
the committee, lords Ellenborough and 
Hardwicke were substituted in their places. 

Fuanck. — The diffusion of property in 
France is shown by the following return of 
electors paying the greatest amount of 
taxes from 1000 francs: — 

Electors paying above — 


/. 

/• 


1000 to 1500 

6724 

1500 

2000 

2617 

2000 

„ 2500 

1410 

2500 

„ 3000 

827 

3000 

„ 1000 

853 

4000 and upwards 

332 


The amount of taxation is estimated at 
about one- fifth of the income. 

Juig 4. The secret committee made 
their report, recummending a solemn in- 
quiry into the conduc t of the queen. 

6. Lord Liverpool presented a Bill of 
Pains ami Penaitit^ against the queen, on 
the ground of her adulterous intercourse 
with Bergami, and providing that her 
majesty be degraded from her rank and 
title, and her marriage with the king dis- 
solved. The assumptions on which the 
hill was founded stood,— l^t, that, in the 
year i Sld. the princess of Wales, at Milan, 
in Italy, engaged in a menial situation 
Bartiillomeo Bergami, a foreigner of low 
station; 2nd, that a degrading intimacy 
ensued ; Jrd, that she engaged his family 
ill her confidential service, bestowed upon 
him extraordinary marks of favour, ob* 
tained for him orders of knighthood, titles 
of honour, and conferred on him a pre- 
tended Older, instituted by herself, without 
just authority; 4th, the second charge 
repeated and extended, that, by her con- 
duct, scandal was brought on hit majesty's 
family and kingdom. 

d- Sir R, Fergussou moved, in the 
cummons. for an account of the expenses 
of ^0 Milan commission, which, it was 
alleged, hod cost 25,000/.; and for half 
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this sum sir Ronald affirmed that witnesses 
might be procured in Italy to ruin the 
character of any man or woman, however 
respectable. — Motion got rid of by the 
order of the day. 

7. The king’s coronation, which had 
been fixed for August Ist, is indefinitely 
postponed. 

Twelve Italians, eleven men and one 
woman, witnesses against the queen, landed 
at Dover from France. They were roughly 
treated by the populace. 

1 4. Symjitums of insubordination among 
the foot-guards. 

A revolution effected at Naples on the 
5th instant. The troops joined the people, 
and a constitution adopted on the model 
of that ot Spain. 

18. Captain Brown has just completed 
the firitt chain-bridge in England, across 
the Tweed. The river is 487 feet from 
hank to bank, and the bridge is without 
any central support. 

29. King reviews the city light-horse. 

Aug, 4. Major Cartwright, Wooler, 

Edmonds, Lewis, and Maddocks, con- 
victed at Warwick assizes of conspiracy in 
the election of a legislatorial attorney,” 
to represent, in parliament, the town of 
Birmingham. Bills of exceptions were 
tendered to the court on the part of the 
defendants ; and the discusMions on the 
verdict occupied the court of King’s Bench 
during several terms: it was not till 
Easter, 1821, the verdict was affirmed. 
Major Cartwright was sentenced to pay a 
fine of 100/., and the others to suiter 
various terms of imprisonment. 

6. Died, at Oatlands, in the 54th year 
of her age, the duchess of York, ehlest 
daughter of the king of Prussia. She was 
matried ti» the duke of York in 1791 : they 
had long lived sei>arate, but on friendly 
terms. 

19. The attorney-general, sir Robert 
Gifford, opened the charge against the 
queen. He concluded it on the 2 Ist, and 
called the first Italian witness, Majocchi, 
whose appearance had such an etlect ujKin 
the queen, who was present, that she 
littered an exclamation of surprise, and 
hastily left the house. 

30. ’ A revolution in Portugal. 

7. Case against the queen having 
biH*n closed, the lords adjourned to the 
3rd of the ensuing month, to give tune to 
prepare the defence. It was also the day 
of the greatest solar eclipse that has been 
visible since 1714, or will again be visible 
till 1847. It excited great interest in the 
metropolis, especially in the neighbour- 
hood of the house of lords, where all the 
passages were crowded with iieers, viewing 
the lieavens through coloured glasws; 
their lordships having left the solicitor* 
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general neatly deserted in the middle ot‘ 
his summing-up. 

30. Twenty Italian witnesses in favour 
of the queen landed at Dover. Popular 
entliiisiasm was such that the sailors jum{)ed 
into the sea to convey them in their arms 
on shore. 

OcU 1. Polish diet terminated its sit- 
tings. Numerous petitions had been pre- 
sented to it^ suggesting improvements in 
the agricultural and commercial regulations 
of the kingdom. They especially prayed 
that the Ir^lish army might be clothed in 
Polish cloth, and the importation of Eng- 
lish merchandise prohibited so long as 
English corn-laws remained in force. 

2. The recent political revolutions in 
Spain, Portugal, and Naples, celebrated at 
the Crown and Anchor tavern. 

3. Proceedings against the queen re- 
commenced> when Mr. Brougham delivered 
a powerful address, that occupied two days, 
in her majesty’s defence. He was followed 
by Mr. Williams ; and, the lords having de- 
termined to limit the opening to two coun- 
sel, the examination of witnesses followed. 

8. Christophe, King of llayti, com- 
mitted suicide. Hearing of a revolt of his 
troops, he exclaimed, “ Uis over with imv* 
and shot himself. His character has l)eeu 
diiflfereiitly described : by one us bloody and 
tyrannical; by others as an ardent but 
rash patriot, “ intent on the improvement 
of his people.” {Life of HUherforcey v. 83.) 
He Wiis succeeded by president Boyer in 
the goveroment of the island. 

9. Franklin, aiiaM Fletcher, connected 
with ministers, charged, at Bow street, with 
publishing inflammatory hand-bills, pur- 
)H)sely to excite disturbances in the metro- 
polis ; a practice he is supposed to have 
carried on tor years past. He was detained 
by one magistrate, but liberated by sir 
Robert Baker, and esca|K*d to France. A 
Mr, Denis O’Brien, who hei<l a colonial 
appointment, was charged with being im- 
plicated in these nefaiioiis practice^. 

A parliamentary return showed that the 
expenses of the queen’s trial already 
amounted to 1 10,000/. 

11. Spanish cortes resolved to sell the 
property of the clergy, and suppress mo- 
nastic orders. 

15. First diet of Germany opened. 

23. Thomas Davidson, a printer, found 
guilty of publishing two blasphemous 
hi The defendant conducted his own 
defence ; and was three times fined in the 
course df it, by Mr. Justice Best, for using 
improper language, either towards the 
bench or the estabVu/^d authorities. Mrs. 
Carlile was also tried for two similar libels, 
uud found giAilt* The ]|^rosecutions were 
at the inatanorw the Society for the Sup- 
pressitiis of Viei# 


24. Witnesses in behalf of the queen 
having been all examined, Mr. Deinnau 
commenced the summing-up of the defence 
in a luminous speech, that occupied two 
days in the delivery. He was followed by 
Dr. Lushiugton, who remarked on the pe- 
culiarities of the case in a man seeking a 
divorce from his wife at the age of sixty, 
and from whom he had been twenty-foin: 
years separated bv bis own act, and for the 
gratification of his own appetites. The 
attorney-general began his reply on the 
27th, and did not close till next day, when 
the solicitor-general followed, wliose ad- 
dress lasted till the 30th ; alter which the 
house adjourned. 

A«e, 2. Accounts received at the Ad- 
miralty of the safety of the north-west 
expedition, under lieutenant Parry. They 
had passed opposite to the Coppermine 
river of Hearne, in lat. 75°, long. 1 15"": they 
had wintered in long. 110°. 

10. Ci.usK ov THE Queen’s Tkiai.. — 
The judicial part of the proceedings against 
the queen having clused, the lords met on 
the 2ud, to discviss the second reading of 
the Bill of Degradation. Lord Chan- 
cellor Eldon, ill a brief but forcible speech, 
avowed his convic’ion that adultery had 
been proved, relying chiefly on the fact 
that the queen had slept under the same 
tent with Bergami on the deck of a polacie. 
Lauderdale was strongly of tbft same opi- 
nion. Grosvenor would have thrown the 
book in the king's face rather than have 
bteeii guilty of the tirst act of indignity 
towards her majesty, by the omission of 
her name in the Liturgy, liarewood wisheil 
he was os thoroughly convinced of the 
queeu\ innocence as he was of the impo- 
licy of passing the bill. Douooghuiore 
generally discredited the evidence luhtuced 
against her majesty. On the gr«miul of 
both justice and expediency eari (fivy o[>- 
pused the bill. Liverpool considered tlie 
suildeu elevation of Bergami to the rank 
of chamberlain, and the marked partiality 
shown by the queen to bis family, esta- 
blished the existence of an ** infatuated 
passion.” Arden would never consent to 
brand with everlasting infamy a meniber 
of the hou^e of Brunswick. Falmouth 
would support the hill, divested of the 
divorce cbiu.se ; and Harrowhy said that 
might beomitied. KHeiiborough atfirmcil it 
was for “the safety of domestic virtue that 
conduct like the queen’s should be marked 
as iiifamuuM, ignominious, and base. 
Ashburton and Krskinc thought the pre- 
amble unproved. Newcastle had been 
absent during the trial, but was convinced, 
from rea<Ung the evidence, of the queen s 
guilt. Lansdowne warmly replied to the 
dt/ke, then went minutely into the evidq|M:e, 
and expressed his conviction that it was 
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not such as to justify the passing of the 
bill. Grenville thought an adtilterous 
intercourse was " much too sufficiently and 
fully proved.’* Russlyn said the witnesses 
were both suspicious and corrupt.** Other 
lords expressed their seutimentsi and the 
debate continued till the 6th. Upon a 
division there were, for the second reading 
of the bill, 123 peers ; against it, 95 : 
inaioiity 28. The dukes of York, Clarence, 
and Cambridge voted in favour of the bill ; 
the duke of Gloucester against it; the 
dukes of Sussex and Cumberland did not 
vote. Some were in favour of degradation, 
but not divorce. Upon a division. 129 
voted that the divorce clause should be 
retained ; and G2 for its expulsion. The 
fuiluru to get rid of the divorce claine, com- 
bined with the strong popular excitement 
ill the queen’s favour, and the little pro- 
bability of carrying the bill through the 
commons, determined many peers who had 
voted in favour of the second reading to 
oppose the third. Upon the third reading 
of the bill, on the 10th, the ministerial 
majority had fallen from 2S to 9 ; the 
inunbers being 108 for, 99 against. Im- 
mediately the result was known, lord 
Liverpool announced the intention of go- 
vernment to abandon the further prosecution 
of this extraordinary proceeding. The news 
that the bill was relinquished diffused a 
transport of joy through the metropolis. At 
night the town was illuminated, which was 
repeated on the Saturday and Monday fol- 
lowing. Public agitation pending the trial 
was greater than had ever been known: pro- 
cessions were daily, and almost hourly, 
taking place to Ilamniersmith, where the 
ipieeii resided, carrying addresses ofeongra- 
tulation, nr to deprecate the prosecution. 
The powers of the ])ress were vigtirously 
exerted to keep alive the popular excite- 
ment. No reserve was observed, either on 
the part of the peers or the conductors of 
the press, in communicating, without dis- 
guise or curt.iilment. the entire mass of 
evidence that could he elicited by the most 
searching intt?rrugatoiy from valets, cou- 
riers, chambermaids, and chamberlains. 
Tile consequence was, that the newspapers 
became the daily vehicle of more gross and 
revolting details than can be found in the 
history of the most abandoned of the 
Komati em|ieror$. The work iig ami mid- 
dle classes were almost without exception 
in favour of the queen. Their teeiiugs, 
like those of lord Archibald Hamilton, 
were irrelevant to the inerita of the trial, 
and arose from a deep impression of the 
provocatione she hail recoived, and the 
long and vindictive persecution she had 
sustuiued. 

^3. Parliament suddenly prorogued 
'vithoiit the usual lorm of a loyai sinrecb ; 


I the object sought was alleged to be to 
avoid the delivery of a message -from the 
queen, complaining that no provision had 
been made by ministers for her residence 
or maintenance. 

25. Decision in the king’s bench, that 
sufficient evidence had been given that sir 
I'rancis Biirdett had, by putting a sealed 
letter into a post-office in Leicestershire, 
published a libel on his majesty’s govern- 
ment in that county ; that the trial in 
Leicestershire was therefore legal ; and 
that consequently no reason existed for a 
new trial in Middlesex, where the letter 
was firiit opened, read, and made public. 

29. The queen went in state to St. Paul’s 
to return thanks fur her happy deliverance ; 
150 gentlemen attended on horseback, and 
the crowd was immense. So great was the 
desire to obtain a view of the procession 
that various sums from five shillings to 
two guineas were given for single stations 
at windows. Among the gentlemen at- 
tending on the queen were sir Robert Wil- 
son, Joseph Hume, M. P., hon. Keppel 
Craven, and Mr. Hobbouse. At the en- 
trance to the cathedral a committee of GO 
ladies, all dressed in white, received her 
majesty. 

30. Sir Humphrey Davy elected, in op- 
position to lord Colchester, president of the 
Royal Society, in place of the late sir Joseph 
Banks. 

Dec, Numerous congratulatory ad- 
dresses were presented to the queen, in the 
course of this month, from dificrent classes 
of the people; and counter-addresses to 
the king, from the universities and the 
chief municipal and ecclesiastical coiqiora- 
tions. 

11. Mr. W’right, the editor of the Par- 
liamentary Debates, and formerly a partner 
with Mr. t’obbett in the bookselling busi- 
ness. obtained a verdict of 1 UOU/. damages 
against Mr. ('ohbett. for three libels in- 
serted in his Political Register, 

17. Congress of sovereigns at Troppau 
transferred to Laybach, nearer to Italy, 
No strangers were allowed to reside at 
Laybach during this convocation of 
crowned heads ; and to make their coun- 
cils more secret not a secretary was per 
nutted to be present at the conferences of 
the ministers. 

22. At the Schoolmasters’ dinner Pr. 
Kelly announced that the duke of Orleans 
had presented to the society a lithographic 
engraving, from a picture painted at the 
comnianit of the duke, exhibiting his royal 
highness in the character of a schoolmaster, 
he having during the revolution become a 
teacher of mathematics in bwitierlaiid. 

In ii letter to his constituents of this 
date Mr. Canning stated that his sole 
reason fjr resigning his place of president 
3 b 
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of the Board of Control is the late pro- 
ceedings against the queen, and that he 
had no other difference with his col- 
leagues. 

A society established, assuming the 
title of The Constitutional Association, for 
opposing the progress of disloyal princi- 
ples; sir John Sewell. LL.D.. elected pre- 
sident. 

28. Francis Jeffrey^ the Scottish advo- 
cate. and editor of The Edinburgh Review, 
chosen rector of the university of Glasgow. 

A prospectus issued for establishing, 
under the patronage of the king, a Royal 
Society of Literature, for the encourage- 
ment of indigent merit, and the promotion 
of general literatuie. Nothing, however, 
was done towards the institution of this 
society till June of the following year. 

Koucation. — A general account {Ann^ 
Reg. Ixii. 234), showing the state of edu- 
cation in England : — Endowed Svhoo/s: 
New schools, 302, children, 39,500; or- 
dinary schools, 3b05, children, 125,843; 
total children, 105,433, revenue, 300,525/. 
Unendowed da^’Schuo/t : new schools, 820, 
children, 105.582; dames’ schools, 3102, 
children, 53,624; ordinary schools, 10,360, 
children, 319,643 ; total chiidien, 478,849. 
Sundag^tchooh : new schools, 404, children, 
50,979 ; ordinary schools, 4758, children, 
401,838; total children, 452,817. 

Spain, Poutloal, and Jtai.v. — ^T hese 
countries were this year the scene of revo- 
lutions, so auspicious iu their commeuce- 
ment as to threaten the entire ruin of the 
conservative compact of the Holy Alliance. 
In Spain the troops intended for the sub- 
jugation of South America revolted against 
the government, ami, a general spirit of 
resistance to Ferdinand spreading through 
the kingdom, the faithless monarch was 
compelled to swear fidelity to the consti- 
tution of 1812, which he h id before sworn 
to defend. The example in .Spain ex. 
tended to Portugal. In August a revolu- 
tioii occurred in Oporto, of which the de- 
clared objects were the establisiimeut of a 
constitutional monarchy. At Lisbon the 
regency, in the absence of the king in 
Brazil, endeavoured to gain time, but, the 
junta of Oporto having proceeded to the 
capital, all parties coalesced to establish a 
provisional administration in the name of 
king John. The revolution in Naples 
cummenreil in July, and like the preceding 
waa chiefly ejected by the military, who 
demanded a constitution on the model of 
that iu Spain. Attempts were made to 
subdue them by force, but the court, on 
sounding the disposition of the other mili- 
tary ill the capital, found they weie actu- 
al^ by the same spirit. When this was 
kwmn, king Ferdinand submitted to iie- 
ftMityi and declared his assent to the new 


order of things. The Neapolitan parlia 
ment was convoked, and opened hy Ferdi 
nand, assisted hy the hereditary prince in 
the character of lieutenant-general. Mean- 
while the sovereigns of Russia, Austria, 
and Prussia, met at Troppau ; thev invited 
Ferdinand to join them to consult on the 
means of promoting what they called the 
happiness of nations, lie obeyed, and 
was conveyed to Leghorn, on his way to 
Laybach, on board an English ship-of-war, 
leaving however a solemn declaration be- 
hind him to adhere to the main principles 
of the new constitution. 

Annual Ohiiuauy. — At Fewston, in 
Yorkshire, Mr. John Oemoine, 110; the 
chief amusement of his life was hunting, 
which he always pursued on foot, and con- 
tinued till within the last five years of his 
life. At Portsea, Mr. Cannon, 94 : he was 
never known to eat fish, Hfsh, or fowl, or 
drink anything stronger than water, except 
tea iu the afternoon. Eaton Stunuurd 
Barrett, 35, author of the poem of All 
the Talents,’* and Home novels said to be 
almost as popular as the Waverley no>cls. 
Rev. Isaac Milner, dean of Carlisle, pre- 
sident of queen’s coliegt*, and Ltuusiun 
professor of mathematics, Cambriiige. At 
lirompton, Dr. Thumtis Brown, 42, pro- 
fessor of moral philosophy in the universitv 
of Edinburgh; who united the rare qiiuli- 
ficatiuns of a poet and an acute metaphy- 
sician. General Mudge, 58, a man of 
science,* to whom the public is indebted for 
the trigoiiumetrical survey of the kingdom 
and excellent inapsoftliu couniies. l\i- 
trick Colqiihuun, LL J)., 75, a niagislr.ite 
of the metropolis, and writer of gieut 
abiiiiyuiul shiewdness on police, iudigt-tu e, 
crime, and statistics: Dr. Colquhouii was 
a native of Duniburton, and liad spent the 
eatly part ut bis life in commercial pur- 
suils. Arthur Young, 79, secretary to the 
Board of Agriculture, an experimejital 
farmer and useful writer: he had been 
blind for the last ten years. At Paris, 
count de Volney, 65, member of the cham- 
ber of peer.H : a learned ami eloquent 
writer. Mr. Ihdloud, 90, the etdebrated 
optician. At Paris, inursliHl Keliennaii, 
86, the hero of \aiiny. Widiam Yield- 
ing, 80, police magistrate, ami son of the 
author of Tom Jones.” \V illiain 1 layley, 
75, the biographer of Cowper, At Paris, 
Tailieu, 54, the celebrated French revolu- 
tionist. Benjamin West, 82, president ul 
the royal academy. Browulow North, 79, 
forty years bishop of Winchester. Wd- 
liain Ilatsell, 87, chief clerk of the house 
of commons. Ailmirul sir Home Popham, 
07. Henry Andrews, of Royston, 76 ; em- 
ployed for forty years on the Nautical and 
uthl'r almanacks. ^ 
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on tho continent had a striking but illusory 
interest. At the commencement of the 
year the Piedmontese army revolted^ and 
iullowing the example of Naples jiroceeded i 
to ftrame a new constitution. The kin^, dis- , 
liking the infringement of his prerogatives, 
resigned the crown to his brother, who re- 
fused to accept it, and, a body of Auhtrians 
marching into Piedmont, the Sardinian 
despoti^^m was promptly restored. Siinul- 
laueously a large Austrian anny approached 
the Neapolitan frontier, where they were met 
hy general Pepe, but his army tied at the 
lit St onset with the Austrians, who. in con- 
sequence, advanced to Naples without far- 
ther resistance. The parliament, which 
had relied on the fidelity of the king, was 
dissolved, the people were disarmed, the 
aiu-ieiit authorities restored, and persecu- 
tiuii took place against the leaders of the 
late revolution. In Humagna many per- 
sons were arrested as ("arlionaii, and a still 
greater number in Lomt)ardy. Thirty-four 
of these were brought to trial in the au- 
tumn. Several were sentenced to death, 
but this was commuted for imprisumneiit 
ill the castle of Spielberg for ‘21 years in 
some cascs> and for 10 years in the rest, 
Sp.iin continued to be agitated hy pulUical 
struggles; the friends of libeity were di- 
vided ; they proceeded with tt»o much pie- 
cipitancy in the subversion of the abuses 
of an ancient system, strung in the preju- 
dices of the people, and the support of a 
powerful priesthood. Portugal, though 
drawn into the revulutiouai^ career by ihe 
example of her ueigldjour, continued peace- 
able and orderly, .lohii VI., on his arrival 
from Brazil, readily swore to protect the 
constitution established in his abseiicv, 
proclaimed the cortes, and the kingdom 
forthwith entered on a course of political 
and social regeneration, heyond the At- 
lantic, the year witnessed the establisli- 
nuMit of the inde|>eudence of Culombi.i, 
and the falluf the Spanish power in Mexico 
an<l Peru. Brazil, tiiuiiiphantly abolishing 
its old institiiLiuris, assumed a more con- 
spicuous rank among free iialiuns, and took 
a great step towards diss.ilving the tie« 
that bound it to Portugal. In England 
there were symptoms of returning com- 
mercial prosperity and greater internal 
tranquillity. The chief domestic occur- 
rences were the death of the queen — the 
king’s coronation — his visits to Ireland 
and Hanover — and the bitterness of news- 
paper controversy. 

Jan, A, Mr. Gilt am, of Nordelpb, Nor- 
folk, uiuleitook for a wager of 100 guineas 
to skait a mile on the ice in three minutes, 
lie performed ihe task Id seconds within 
the lime. Unfortunately he lost hU life 
the same night, on his way home, by com- 
ing, whilst skaiting, with great force in 


contact with a willow-tree, not far distant 
from his own house at Upwell. 

16. Mr. Duncan Campbell refused at 
the mansion-house to be bound over to 
prosecute a thief, to do which, it appeared, 
he was not bound by law. 

23. Parliament opened by the king in a 
speech of moderate tenor, in which a pro- 
vision for the queen was recommended. 
The addresses in both houses passed with- 
out divisions. Mr. Wethcrell moved for 
papers, with the view of showing the ille- 
gality of the omission of the queen's name 
in the liturgy: the crown and the whig 
lawyers were divided in opinion, and the 
subject gut rid of by the previous question. 

24. About the hour of closing the bank 
of Jones and Loyd, a thief snatched a 
parcel off the counter, with notes to the 
aiiiiiunt of 4200/., and got clear off. 

25. The duke of Wellington incurs 
much popular censure Iq^ terming a county 
meeting ‘‘a fare**. it was meant, how- 
ever, to apply only to county meetings on 
the queen's business, that would hear only 
one side. 

31. The queen, in a message to the 
commons, declineil to accept any pecuniary 
allowance until her name was inserted in 
the liturgy. Her majesty soon after al- 
tered her lesoliition, and an annuity of 
50,000/. was settled upon her by parliament. 

Feb, ,3. Mrs. Carlile sentenced to two 
years’ imprisonment, in Do^che^te^ gaol, 
for publishing an alleged libel. The hus- 
band was already confined in the same 
prison. 

G. The king visited Drury-lane theatre 
for the first time since the connnencemeut 
of the regency, and was favourably re- 
ceived, but the name of the queen was 
often heartl to interrupt the acclamations. 

8. bill F. Burilett sentenced to pay a 
fine of 2000/. and to three months’ impri- 
sonment, for his letter reflecting on the 
Manchester affair. A meeting of the ba- 
ronet's coiistitm iiis was held on the 12th, 
to raise a subscription to pay the fine. 

10. Duel at Chalk-faim, by moonlight, 
between Mr. Scoti, editor of the UmtUiu 
Muijazine, awA Mr. Christie, barrister : the 
former was mortally wounded, and died on 
the 27th, much regretted. The quarrel 
arose with Mr. Lockhart, who took otfeiice 
at some of Scott's literary articles; hut 
Mr. Scott declined ii meeting with Mr. 
Lockhart, unless he would first disavow 
being the eilitor of B/ackwood $ 

A misunderstanding then ensued betwetoi 
Mr. Lockhart’s intended second and the 
deceased, which had a fatal terminatwn. 
Coroner's jury having brought m a ver- 
dict of viurdtry Mr. ^kristu* an 

tho seconds were irud at the Old Baie>» 
and QCqudied. 


3 K 2 
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2 1 . Lord Lansduwnc, in moving for the 
appointment ot* u committee on foreign 
trade., enlarged on the causes of existing 
embarrassments ; which he ascribed, in a 
great degree, to the diminution of con* 
sumption in the country. Lord Liverpool^ 
on the contrary, ascribed them to increased 
production ; and to establish his proposition 
adduced statements of the increase of the 
consumption of beer, spirits, and other 
excisable articles, during the last four years. 

25. Order of councH fixes the rewards 
to be given to government ships that ex- 
plore the Arctic Circle to the 150® VV. lon- 
gitude, or the 83® N, latitude. 

March 1. Mr. Hume’s motion for a re- 
duction of 10,000 men in the army lost; 
sixteen divisions during the discussion. 

16. Mr. Plunkett’s bills for the removal 
of catholic disabilities read a second time ; 
majority for the second reading, 254; 
against it. 243. Tliey were opposed by 
Peel. Bankes, sir Wm. Scott, and VV etherell ; 
supported by Mackintosh, VVilbcrforce, and 
Canning. They passed a thiitl reading in 
the commons, but were thrown out by the 
lords. 

April. True bills found by the grand 
jury of the Middlesex sessions against 
VVardell, editor of the Siaiftmartt Thelwall, 
editor of the Champion, Dolby, publisher of 
the Political Dictionary, and Mary Ann 
Carlile, for seditious libels. They were 
preferred by the Constitutional Association, 
which, by assuming the duties of the law- 
oflHlcers of the crown, and being supported 
by the joint subscriptions of the ultra- 
loyal, soon became generally unpopular. 

1 1 . Duel m Paris between Manuel and 
Beaumont, two wealthy agents of the 
Bourse, in which the former was killed. 
It originated in the seduction of the wife 
of M. Manuel, whose body the clergy re- 
fused to inter, because he had been killed 
in a duel. 

Thirty-five bills found at the Old Bailey 
for passing forged notes. 

A latly {Ann. Rtg. Ixiii. 56), apparently 
labouring under considerable fatigue, called 
at a cottage near Turuham-green, and ap- 
plied for refreshment, for which she tendered 
a bank-note. The inhabitant, a female, left 
the house for the purpose of procuring 
change, and on her leturn found the 
stran^r gone. On hearing, as she be- 
lievedj the cry of her infant, she hastened 
to its cradle, but to her utter dismay dis- 
covered her own child had been token 
away, and anotner, tif a tawny colour, 
placed in its stead. Cash to the amount 
of 100/. was fastened to its breast. 

23. Greek patriarch of Constantinople 
executed at the door of his own church, 
(ireat numbers of Greeks massacred in 
jMlvtrral parts of Turkey. 


28. Monument erected in Sf. Andrew’s- 
square, Kdinbiirgh, to the memory of the 
late viscount Melville, by a subscription of 
the officers and seamen of the British navy. 

30, The Fury, captain Parry, and tlie 
Hecla, captain Lyon, proceeeded on their 
voyage of discovery. 

Guekk Insurrection. — The Greek in- 
surrection, which for eight years after en- 
gaged a large share of attention, com- 
menced in the spring. It had its origin in 
the principalities of Moldavia and VValbi- 
chiu. where resistance to the authority of 
the Porte was organized by Ypsilanti, a 
Greek prince in the seivice of Russia. 
The Boyars, however, declared against the 
prince, who was unable to make head 
against the Turks. Meanwhile there was 
a rising in the Morea, and tlie fiame ex- 
tended to the islands of the Archipelago, 
where the Greeks fitted out fleets to enuse 
against their oppressors. Expectations weiit 
indulged in of a war between Turkey and 
Ktissia; provocations bad been received by 
the latter, which ol*lige<l the Russian am- 
bassador to leave Ctmstaiitiiiople, yet the 
Russian armies made only deinoiistratiuns. 
It is supposed that, as the (iweks Ibiight 
for independence, and did not seek a 
Muscovite in lieu of an Ottoman master, 
Alexander h ft them to fight their ow n hat- 
lies, rather than countenance in any f»iiu 
the spirit of insurrection. The using of 
the Greeks le<l to the beheading ot tlie 
patriarch of the Cireek churcii at Constau’ 
tiRople, accompanied by barbarous indig- 
nities to Ills person. The execution servrd 
as a signal for a general massacn* of (hecks 
in Europe and Asia; while the (Greeks, 
fired with indignation, resisted their assail- 
ants, and a mutual massacre, as horrihle 
as any on record, tilled must of tlie great 
cities of (ireece and Asia Minor with 
victims. 

lloRTici i.TUUE, — In the reign of (ieorge 
111. the number of exotics intmduced into 
England was 6750; in the reign of Eliza- 
beth. .578 ; in the reigns of Charles /, and 
II., 578; in that of James II., 44 ; of VV il- 
liam 111., 298 ; of Anne, 230 ; of (icorge I., 
182; and 1770 in that of George II. Tlie 
total number of exotics now in the gardens 
of this country is 11,970. 

May Deviti ok Napoi.kon Buona- 
parte. — The late French emperor was in 
his r)2d year, and died of cancer in tlie 
stomach, a disease to which his father and 
sister had fallen premature victims. C pnn 
opening his breast the malady that de- 
stroyed him was apparent, though its ])ro- 
gress may have been hastened by mental 
affliction, and the unhealthy climate ot St. 
Heleiilf. He hail been confined to Ins 
chamber since the 17th March, and on the 
1 15th April begun making his will, coin* 
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mcacing, I <lle iti the Apostolical Roman 
religion, in which I was born and next 
expressiii}^ a wish that his ashes may 
repose on the banks of the Stine^ in the 
midst of the French people, whom 1 have 
loved so well.’* The rest is history, of 
which Napoleon is now almost as much a 
portion as Cassar or Hannibal. In deter- 
mining his character we have the advan- 
tage of beholditij' him throui^h his entire 
course, of witnessing; his rise and fall, and 
of seeini; him under those contrasted as- 
pects of prosperous and adverse fortune 
tiiat aie wont to elicit the good and bad 
(piaiities of our nature. The result is that 
he was a man of transcendant abilities, to 
whom circumstances were favourable ; that 
his career was wonderful, but not super- 
natural, yielding to the common influences 
which sway the lot of individuals. He at- 
tained eminence by wisdom and modera- 
tion; he lost it byihe seductions of prospe- 
rity. His biography is an instructive lesson. 
Tlic young artillery otficer studious, <lis- 
eieet, self-denying, attentive to his duties, 
and seizing every o])port«iuity to recom- 
mend himself to his superiors, could hardly 
fail of promotion in ordinary times, mote 
especially in a crisis when talents were 
needed and m^ rit sore of distinction. With 
tongue, pen, and sword; a prepossessing 
exterior; exempt from degrading > ices, a 
correct judgment, quickness of observation, 
great self-ieliance, energy, decision, and a 
sagacity lliat could pierce every perplexity. 
Napoleon was sure to win lus way. At 
the head of the Army of Italy he lost none 
of the cpiilititfs that hul fixed attention, 
and in snliordinate employments inspired 
confidence. Ho was a hero, and the sol- 
diers adored a leader so competent to lead 
them to battle, and whose soul breathed 
only republican patriotism and martial 
glory. Like most successful adventurers, 
Ihuuniparte was a great dissembler. He 
alfecied to sigh for peace in the midst of 
briliiiiut victories ; to shun popular ap- 
plause, and be more a votary of science 
than of ambition. It was only after he 
became Fir^t Consul that his hidden nature 
appeureil. or that his hetier qualities were 
perverted by the intoxication of stuldeii 
exaltation. The wary taciturnity that had 
marked his early life now left him, and he 
overwhelmed those v ho approached him 
with an oracular volubility. Success in- 
spired unbounded conlideuco in his own 
powers : he became arrogant, dictatorial, 
self-willed, restless, encroaching, and ty- 
rannical. The sceptre, of Charlemagne 
awaited him; his fiat was to be European 
law. Hence the aggressive wars of the 
empire ; his perfidious intervention in the 
afikirs of the Peninsula; his vain efforts to 
ruin liritisli commerce ; and his last gi- 


gantic enterprise against Russia, when 
Fortune dashed the •• warrior tyrant” to the 
earth as suddenly as she had raised him. 
Grandeur of soul did not desert him amidst 
his astounding reverses ; he bore himself 
nobly, was loth to leave France less than 
he found her, and only bent to overpower- 
ing numbers after exhausting in iier de- 
fence, with desperate energy, all the re- 
sources of his military genius. His second 
attempt to seize the crown was worthy of 
his renown. Great and decided in con- 
ception, adventurous and heroic in execu- 
tion, it failed because neither the kings of 
Europe, nor the enlightened of the French 
nation, would tru^t him. On the rock of 
St. Helena his mighty sjiirit first began to 
quail beneath the successive strokes of his 
adverse destiny. Though not sulidiied bv 
misfortune, his temper was soured by petty 
annoyances. Indignant at the supposed 
treachery of the English ministry in de- 
taining him a prisoner, he descended to 
altercations with his keepers, mure analo- 
gous to scenes among the gossips of Rich- 
ardson s novels than those of his former 
greatness. Notwithstanding these out- 
breaks of littleness elicited duriDg the bit- 
terness of his exile, he maintained a lofty 
bearing, unalterably fixed on grand objects. 
He had also amiable and generous qua- 
lities, which are shown by the number and 
fidelity of his friends. He was proud and 
irascible, susceptible of injury, and keenly 
vindictive. It is not unlikely he died in 
the ostentation of Catholicism to spite his 
Protestant gaolers. His conversation was 
remarkable ; it was varied, either sportive 
or sublime, vivid, picturesque, and replete 
with new and magiiiHcent ideas. His dis- 
position was to action rather than luedita- 
lion, and his mind was more imaginative 
than philosophical. Formed on the model 
of Plutarch’s heroes, his aim was to as- 
tonish by the sideudoiir rather than the 
benevolence of liis exploits. He disliked 
metaphysical abstractions; they had no 
motive force in them, and moreover, being 
of a levelling tendency, abated the priiie 
of individual superioniy, which was his 
glory. His ruling passion was power, to 
which he made religion, pageantry, fe.ir, scli- 
ishness, — everything suliordinaie. Though 
calculating, and capable of combining 
many and distant results, be couunitied 
the egregious error of seeking to govern 
the present by the obsolete analogies ot 
past times. His political system had no 
other foundation than the restless teniiorial 
dominatiuii of ohl Rome; it was the arbi- 
trary will of one successful chietlaiii tramp- 
ling on modern science, rights, and justice. 
His iiiurpation was an insult to his con- 
, temporaries, which they felt and resented, 
i -iud his empire, dependent almost solely 
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on his own might, would probably have 
ended like that of the Macedonian con- 
queror, with his own existence, had it not 
been overthrown by the crowned heads, 
with whom he had vainly allied his for- 
tunes. His career was astonishing, but 
savoured of the melo-dramatic. Sur- 
rounded with a theatrical bravery and dis- 
play, it dazzled the multitude and the 
military, whose idol he still continues ; 
but the wise must always lament the illu- 
sions of his vaiu-giorious pursuits. Apait 
from his public course his character was 
not particularly exceptiunalde ; the do- 
mestic atKadions and virtues existing in 
fair pro])oitit>:), and be w.is the slave of no 
gruss personal vice or tolly. Ambilion 
iiiiulo all his crime. To hclf-aggrandize- 
inent. virtue, truth, honour, ami justice 
were s:icritict<I. lie nevrr sought iimre 
good tliau minivti'ied lo his own eievation; 
tin refore lUiinkind owe him nothing, and 
his bill was a blessing to the world. 

Maij •>. The order of koighlheod having 
been surreptitiously ohtu ned by two me- 
dical practitimieis at the king's levees, an 
onler was issued frvim Carltoii-liouse, di- 
■’ectuig that no person should he introduced 
to be knighted unless his majesty’s consent 
had lueu previously signitie<l to the lord 
in waiting, by one ot tb.e secretaries of 
state. 

11, A person named Cooper, mij^takenly 
supposed to be the editor ot the John liuiif 
ami Weaver, the printer, cornmitted to 
Newgate for a breach of purliamentary 
juivi'ege, in misrepresenting a speech of 
Mr. Grey Bennett. 

12. Congress of the sovereigns of Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria, at Ltyb.ach, termi- 
nated. The chief subject of iheir delibera- 
tions had been the revolts in i*ie<Imont and 
at Naples. Before separating they issued 
a circular, expressive of their deteririinaiion 
to maintain that social order under which 
Kurope has enjoyed so many centuries of 
ghry and hnppinris. Useful or necessary 
changes in legislation, and in the adminis- 
tration oi states, ought only to emanate 
from the free-will and the intelligent and 
well-weighed conviction of those whom 
God has rendered responsible fur power.'* 
The monarchs expressed their intention of 
re-ossembling in the ensuing year. 

DlSFi4..flClil8liMXfilT ov Guimful'isu. — 

In this month parliamentary reform ex- 
cited interest, and motions on the subject 
were made by Mr. Lambton and lord John 
Russell. A bill introduced by the latter 
for the disfranchisement of Gram pound, 
convicted of corruption, passed into a law ; 
and by the bill, as it passed the commons, 
the franchise was transferred to Leeils, 
under a 20/. qiialiOcatioii (10/. lord John 
Kiiisell propii»edl. But the lords refused 


to pass the bill in this shape ; and, in lieu 
of giving two representatives to Leeds, they 

? ave two additional ones to the county of 
ork. The boon, small enough at first, 
became a nullity. 

13. Mr. Kent exhibited his machine for 
walking upon water, in one of the wet- 
docks at Leith. It consisted of n triangle 
of about ten feet, formed of rods of iron, to 
each angle of which was affixed a casn of 
block-tin, filled with air, and completely 
water-tight, 

24. Government having withdrawn the 
annual grant of 3000/. from tlu^ Board of 
Agriculture, the membeis deteTtnined to 
.support it by au anniiul suhsci iption among 
thenihelves. 

2o. Three manuf.iclurtT.s of forged 
bank-notis executed at Warwick. 10,001»/. 
of forgerl notes were toiuid in tlieir pos- 
session, and the plates IVo.u which they had 
been struck. 

Mr. John Hunt, of the ^e^- 

tencerl to one year’s im])iisoniiu*ul in Coiil- 
balh-fiehls, liu a libel «utthe lunise ofeom- 
mon.M. in stating that it contained mom 
public crimniabs th.ui | uhtic gmirdi.ius. 
Thoiiuos Flinda.l,of the llvstern 
was at the ^an^e time seiueuceil to einht 
months' impiisoiuneiit for a liiel on the 
rpieen. 

June 1. Five Jews ap^ueheudiul at 
Leipsic, for issuing Dutch forged pajer to 
the amount of 100,000/. 

27. Kconomy and kktuknciimknt. — 
The session i f parliament wa.s remarkable 
for the comniencemeiit, by Mr. Hume, of a 
severe scrutiny into the public eNiiniutex. 
His object was to show the immeijse dis- 
proportion between the peace expenditure 
of 17U2 and the pre.sent ; and, to estahlisii 
this, he brought forward, in an elaborate 
speech of the 27th, various statements ilius- 
trative of the expenditure id' the two 
periods. The general expenditure had 
increased from 10,000.000/., in 1702, to 
.'>3,000,000/. The military force, regular 
rind irregular, had increased from 92,430 
men to 2f>3,8t>7 ; and the expense from 
2,330.349/. to 8,920,421/. The expeiise of 
tile navy in 1792 was under 2.000,000/.; 
it was now 0,,'i82,78l>/, The increa.si* in 
the expense of the tiiilereut public offices 
was shown to lie enormous, and to requiie 
curtailment. Although 850,000/. was 
grunted for the king's civil list, various 
other charges were thrown upon the public 
tinder the head of civil contingencies. 
Salaries had licen increased, and sinecures 
multiplied ; the ofjices of receivers-general 
of taxes and of distrilmturs of slampn were 
mostly Executed by deputies; the prin- 
cipals held large balances of public money, 
and were often in arrear ot their deaths. 
Immense savings might be efiected by an 
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im(irovecl mode of collecting the public 
reveuucB. Out of a revenue of 66,000,000/. 
upwards of 4,000,000/. were paid for the 
expense of collecting it. Mr. Hume con- 
clude<l !)y moving a resolution expressive 
of the iiecess ty of retrenchment, and of 
ail adjustment of the expenditure to the 
increased value of the currency and the 
distressed circumstances of the country. 
An amendment was moved hy Mr. Rankes, 
not greatly difPering from the original 
resolution; and Mr. Hume*s resolution re- 
jected by 174 to 94. The details, however, 
pi od need made a great impression on the 
country, and even on the members of go 
vernment, many of whom were unconscious 
of the waste in their own departments, and 
of the greater economy that might be in- 
troduced therein without detriment to the 
putdic service. 

Ju/y 4. New theatre in the llaymarket 
openeil. 

A letter from Mr. Seoreshy slates that 
the Congreve rockets had been successfully 
used ill the whale-fishery. 

The queen having, hy memorial to the 
king, claimed a right to lie crowned, the 
jirivy-council a'»seiiibled at tlie Cockpit, 
Whitehall, to hear counsel m support of 
her majesty's claim. Messrs, lirougham 
and Denman were heard in favour of the 
claim; the attorney and .’iolicitor-general 
against it. After long deliberation the 
lords of the council reported that queens 
consort were not entitK d of right to be 
crowned at any time ; which report being j 
communicated to the king, he approved] 
of it. 

11. rarliiiment prorogued hy com-! 
mission. j 

17. Spain having ratified the treaty for' 
the cession of the Floridas to the United i 
States of America, these much -coveted | 
provinces were formally taken possession 
of hy gtMieral Jackson. The republic made, 
likewise, an acquisition of territory to the 
westward of the lakes. Iiy purchasing above 
T), 900, 000 of acres of fertile lands from the 
Indians. It was paid for in merchandise 
to the value of 2r>,000 dollars, and an 
annual payment of less than 2000^. 

19. (.'ouoNATioN OK Gkohuk IV.— Tbis 
ancient solemnity was performed in a style 
of great splendour. Preparations had been 
making for upwanis of a twelvemonth, and 
in general the precedent of James II, was 
followed, os described by »Sandford. Three 
tiers of gMlleries, supported upon columns, 
were erected on the eastern and western . 
sides of Westminster Abbey, and directly j 
under the south wimlow • was the royal 
platform, on which the throne and king's 
chair were placed, superbly decorated. 
Beneath the galleries were sideboards or 
cellarets, communicating with passages by ^ 


sliding panels, for the convenience of the 
waiters. Separate boxes were provided for 
the accommodation of the royal family^ 
foreign ministers, end lord great cham- 
berlain. A flooring of wood was laid down 
in the body of the hall, fourteen inches 
above the pavement. There were six 
dining-tables, each 56 feet long and 7 wide. 
The decorations were in the Gothic style, 
the better to correspond with the occasion 
and the building ; and a triumphal arch of 
great beauty was composed of the various or- 
uers of architecture existing in the hall itself 
and in W^estminster Abbey. The covered 
platform, over which the procession moved 
from the north door of the hall to the west 
door of the abbey, was ir)00 feet in length. 
In addition to the preparations for the 
grand banquet, the adjoining courts of Jaw 
were fitted up for private dinner-rooms, for 
dining nearly 2000 members of the pro- 
cession. The preparations in Westminster 
Abbey were on a corresponding scale of 
magnificence. Great care was taken of the 
ornaments by encasing them in boards ; 
and in the erection of the galleries not a 
single nail or hook was driven into the 
venerable fabric. Both in the hall and the 
abbey seats were reserved for the reporters 
for the public press. .At some of the en 
trances were seen Cribb, Jackson, and other 
pugilists, intended to assist the doorkeepers 
ill maintaining order. On each side of the 
platform, from the hall to the abbey, an 
amphitheatre of seatA v'as erected, to ac- 
I commodate 100,000 spectators. All the 
houses and places in the vicinity, from 
which a view of the pageant could be 
obtained, were covered with galleries and 
seats, the prices of which varied from 
twenty guineas to one guinea. About 
"000 tickets were issued by the lord cham- 
berlain and the earl marshal for adinis-sion 
to the hall and abbey. On Wednesday 
there was a gi-aml rehearsal of the duties 
of the champion, and of all others who had 
duties to perform. That uiglit the king 
slept at the speaker's house. The firing 
of guns and ringing of bells, at one o'clock 
next morning, announced the opening of 
tlie gala; and so earlj as two o clock the 
streets were filled wiih the carriages of 
persons going to witness the ceremony. At 
five a considerable number of the company 
had arrived and taken their places in the hall. 
The corporations of London, Oxford, and 
Dublin came hy water from Blackfriars*- 
bridge. About five the queen arrived in 
her state-carriage; but no preparation had 
been made for her reception, and, not hav- 
ing an admission-iickvt, her majesty was 
ohligeil to retire. At nine the peers, great 
officers of Slate, and all who were to take 
|iart ill the procession, were assembled, iii 
the costumes of their ranks and oliicesi in 
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the hall; presenting, with the galleries 
occupied by the peeresses, foreign ambas- 
sadors, and others, in rich dresses, a scene 
indescribably picturesque and magnificent. 
At ten precisely his majesty entered, splen- 
didly attired : the persons in the galleries 
rose to receive him ; and the trumpets 
struck up “ God save the king.” Almost 
immediately after the procession began to 
move towards the Abbey, the king walking 
under a canopy of cloth of gold, supported 
by Henry Brougham, M.P., and the other 
barons of the Cinque-ports. As the dif- 
ferent personages went along the platform 
popular feeling was manitcNted, some being 
hissed, others cheered. The administration 
of the corouation-oiith, homage, unction, 
and other rites of the aobey, occupied 
about tive hours. When the king re-entered 
the hall, with the crown on his head, he 
was received with enthusiastic cheers and 
waving of handkerchiefs : he retired for an 
hour to repose himself, when his guests 
took the opportunity to eat their dinners. 
During this scene the ladies and gentlemen 
from ttie galleries promenaded Injtween the 
tables, and some partook of the refresh- 
ments so abundantly supplied. About five 
the royal banquet was served ; the deputy 
earl marshal, the lord high steward, and 
lord high constable attending the first 
course, on horseback, in splenditl robes, and 
their chargers richly caparisoned. Next 
followed the challenge of the king's cham- 
pion. the proclamation of the royal titles 
by the heralds, the ofiicers-at-anns crying 
“ A noble lord then pro{)osed 

the king's health, with three times three, 
which was drunk with rapturous applause. 
Lord Chancellor Klduii said they ought to 
have drunk it with nine times nine. The 
king drank the health of ** his peers and 
his good people.’' His majesty having 
dined, ** Non nobis Domine” was sung, 
and the king shortly after quitted the hall. 
Immediately a scramble ensued for the 
viands he hail left on his table. The hall 
was lighted by wax-ligbts, but they were 
unnecessary, as the business of the day 
was concluded before dark. The weather 
was beautiful, the sun shining brightly all 
day. The amusements set apart fur the 
people consisted of the ascent of a balloon, 
a boat-race on the Serpentine, an exhi- 
bition of fire-woiks in Hyde-park, and the 
thro V/ tug open the theatres fur free ad- 
mission. The expenses of the coronation 
amounted to 238,000/. (HmtartVt Pari. 
Debaiet^ ix. 1107.) The crown worn by 
the king was of unexampled brilliance and 
richness. The jewels of the crown were, 
valued at 6r>,000/. ; and ten per cent, 
interest was paid to Rundell and Bridge 
for the loan of them. The total qtiantities 
of provisions for the dinner and banquet 


were as follows : — 7442 lbs. of lieef 033 lbs. 
of veal, 20 quarters of house-lamb, 20 logy 
of house-lamb, 5 saddles of lamb, 55 quar- 
ters of grass-lamb, 160 lambs’ sweet I reads, 
389 cow-heels, 400 calves’-feet, 250 lbs. of 
suet, 160 g^ese, 720 pullets and capons, 
1610 chickens, 520 fowls for stock (hens), 
1730 lbs. of bacon, 550 lbs. of lurd, 912 lbs. 
of butter, 8400 eggs. Of ufines , — cham- 
pagne, 100 dozens ; Burgundy, 20 dozens ; 
claret, upwards of 200 dozens ; hock, 50 
dozens ; Madeira, 50 dozens ; sherry and 
port, 350 dozens ; iced punch, 100 gallons. 

23. Westminster Hall thrown open to 
the public for three days. 

24. Court of Parma goes into mourning 
for Napoleon Buonapiirte ; the duchess 
Maria Louisa being the widow of the ex- 
emperor. No mourning in any other Kii- 
ropL*an court. 

26. The king holds a splendid drawing- 
room ; 2000 persons present. 

Coronatioii-medtils distributed by the 
speaker to each member of parliament, on 
sending his receipt for it. They weigh a 
full ounce of gold each, and ate well ex- 
ecuted. 

30. The Queen taken ill in Drury-lane 
theatre. 

31. The king left Carltou-huuse on /, 
visit to Ireland. He was to embark uiul 
dine on board the royal yacht at Ports- 
mouth. 

w/i/y. 7, Davrit ok Qu kkn Cxuoi.ink. — 
Her majesty had for some days suffertMl 
from constipation, which ImiDi'd the skill 
of her physicians. She was in her Mini 
year, and member of an heroic but uni'oi- 
tiinate family. Her father, the duke of 
Brunswick, lost his dominions and his life 
at the battle of Jena; and her brother, in 
1815, was slain in Belgium. Her marriage 
with her cousin, the prince of Wales; 
their separation a twelvemonth after ; tiie 
princess going abroad ; her return to Kiig- 
land ; and her trial for adultery, are inci- 
dents already noticed. Immediately tlia 
queen ceased to be an object of persecution 
the excitement in her favour began to sub- 
side; and the little interest evinced on the 
day of her uusucce-ssful attempt to take 
part til the coronation showed the change 
that had taken place in the popular sen- 
timent. She was felt for as an oppressed, 
but not blameless, princess. That her 
marriage should turn out unhappy was to 
be expected: it was a marriage of in- 
terest, not of the affections. George III. 
urged forward the union, as a mode of 
reclaiming a dissolute son ; anti the match 
Irecaine one of pecuniary convenience, 
formed with a dissipated prince, alieady 
atKaiiced to Mrs. Pitzherbert, to whom he 
was attached, and connected by ties ox 
pleasure with others. Under such cir- 
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ciimstaiiccs Caroline had little chance of 
domestic bliss ; neither was she peculiarly 
lilted, by character or education, to win the 
reji^ards of her husband. Her heart and 
understanding^ were good, but not culti- 
vated. Accustomed to the military license 
of a German court,— self-willed, hasty and 
vehement in temper, with little taste for 
lelined pursuits, — it was not likely she 
would prove acceptable to a fastidious con- 
sort, spojled by self-iudulgencc. Naturally, 
the (picen was lively and joyous, afiable 
and condescending, fond of being beloved 
and cjmfided in by those beneath her. She 
liked music, and had a taste for mechanics ; 
and occasionally iiululged in the construc- 
tion of toys and ornaments. Buoyant in 
spirits, and careless, she “ forgave anything 
but duliiess.’’ (Diary of George IF. 1.255.) 
She was affectionately regarded by George 
111., wliich weighs much in favour of her 
character ; but her royal mother and sisters- 
in-law soon ceased to be her friends. 
Though not intellectual, she was shrewd 
enough to penetrate the wiles of the suc- 
cessive clirpies of ix)liticians who sought to 
make her grievances the. ladder of their 
ambition. Either as a mode of annoying 
lier enemies, or from coiisciou.s innocence, 
^he was regardlessof suspicious appearances. 
Hence her adujitiun of the sail-ir.aker's 
•jojj, Austin, her visits to Vauxhall and 
masked hulls, and her mingling familiarly 
with the fiddlers and vocabsts of the 
theatres. Abroad, her conduct was so 
unseemly, in adopting a handsome courier 
for her confidant, th.it all her English 
ulteiidiints left lier service. Her popularity 
ill England was partly the result of the 
unpopularity of the king, partly of faction, 
partly of a generous sympathy with mis- 
fortune, and a conviction that, if not with- 
out fault, she was more sinned against than 
sinning. Her majesty met death with 
the characteristic courage of her family; 
and, as she herself declared, without regret. 
Her body lay in state at her villa, near 
Hainmersmith ; and, on the 19ih, was 
conveyed through the metropolis, on its 
Way to Brunswick, iis final lesting-place. 
The ilay proved one of the wettest of tlie 
season, yet countless multitudes assembled 
to form part of the procession. Instead of 
the funeral passing through Loudon, a 
circuitous route had been directed by the 
king's ministers; winch apparent indig- 
nity so incensed the people, that an affray 
arose with the gtiar<ls, and two lives were 
lost. By barricading the streets, the 
people succeedeil in forcing the procession 
through the city, whence the royal covpve 
was hurried with indecent precipitancy to 
Harwich, the port of eiuharkatioiu At 
Colchester, pursuant to the queen's will, 
it plate was utiixed to the coffin, with au 


inscription, dictated by herself,— « Hero 
lies Caroline of Brunswick, the injured 
(erroneously * murdered^'* in the Edinburgh 
Review, cxxxv. 5 1) c^ueen of England.” This 
was removed, in spite of the protestations 
of the executors, by the agent of govern- 
ment, who had the management of the 
funeral. The remains of the queen reached 
Brunswick on the 24th, attended by lord 
and lady Hood, Dr. Lushington, serjeant 
Wilde, and lady Ann Hamilton. They 
were deposited in the family vault of the 
house of Brunswick — already the recep- 
tacle of fifry-seveii of Caroline's illustrious 
relatives. 

10. The remains of major Andre dis- 
interred at New York, with the view of 
their removal to England. 

I'l. The king landed in Ireland. Ills 
reception was enthusiastic. From the en- 
trance of the vice-regal lodge, in Phoenix- 
park, he made a short address to tlie 
people, assuring them that ** his heart had 
always been Irish.” 

24. The inquest on Francis, who was 
shot at the queen's funeral, returned a 
verdict of wilful murder against a life- 
guardsman unknown. 

Sept, 3. A religious society established 
at Paris, called the Swiete de fa Morale 
Chrilienne, of which the duke de la Roche- 
fouciilt Liancuurt, a catholic, and the 
baron de brael Holstein, a protostaiit. are 
members. Us main object is declared to 
be the inculcation of the importance of the 
precepts of Christianity, and their ap- 
plication to the practical uses of social 
hfe. 

12, Coroner's jury on Richtard Honey, 
shot at Cumberland-gate while viewing 
the queen's funeral, returned a verdict of 
mau!»)aughter against the officers and men 
of the ist regiment of life-guards, after 
sitting fourteen days, ten hours per day. 

14. The king having expressed some 
displeasure at the conduct of sir Robert 
Baker, in sufieriug the queen's funeral to 
pass through the city, he resigned his 
situation of chief magistrate at Bow-street. 
He was succeeded by Mr. Birnie. 

15, The king arrived at Carlton-house 
from Ireland. He left Dunleary harbour 
(since called KingVtown) on the 5th, 
but had been detained by tempestuous 
weather. 

20. Major-general sir Robert "Wilson 
removed from the army, by order of the 
king, for the decided part he had taken 
in the queen's favour. A public subscrip- 
tion was set on foot for sir Robert, to 
compensate him for the loss ot his com- 
mission, which amounted to uj>wards of 
10 , 000 /. 

24. The king embarked at Ramsgate 
to visit Hanover, and landed at Calais. 
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The duke of York, archbishop of Can- 
terburyy lord chancellor, and other noble- 
men, were appointed lords-justices, to 
administer the government during his 
absence. 

Ovt, 5. George IV., having passed 
through Lisle, Brussels, Aix-la-Ghapelle, 
and Mindeii, entered his German do- 
minions. On the 1 1th he made his public 
entrance into Hanover, drawn by eight 
milk-white horso.<!i« The joy ot* the people 
was extreme at the siglit of the first 
member of the Brunswick family who had 
exchanged the ancient title of elector for 
that of king of Hanover. Ten days were 
spent in the capital amidst rejoicings and 
festivals. The king underwent the fatigue 
of a second coronation. He reviewed the 
military; received the civic authorities; 
visited the university of Gottingen ; spoke 
German ; and joined in a grand hunting- 
parly at Diester. 

y. The walls of the metropolis pla- 
carded with a statement to the effect that 
the body of Olive Wilinott Serres, prince.ss 
of Cumberland, had been taken in exe- 
cution fur dent ; and that a legacy of 
l a, 000/., bequeathed to her royal highness 
by her late uncle, George III., was unjustly 
withheld from her by the government. 
According to the representation of the 
said princess, her mother was married to 
tlie late duke of Cumberland in 1707 ; that 
the nuptials were kept secret, the duke 
mariy'iiig a secoi'd wife ; and that she, his 
legitimate daughter by the first, was born 
111 1772. The story is only valuable by 
sluoving the natural addiction of some 
minds to iirpostuie. Olive was the daugh- 
ter of a Robert Wilinott, u houstr-painter 
at Warwick, and was brnught up by the 
Rev. Dt. Wilinott, about whom she pub- 
lished a book, to prove 'he doctor the real 
.Iiiniiis. {Ann. Hrg., Ixiii. 150.) The fa- 
brication not succeeding, she started her- 
self as Olive, princess of C umlierland, 
having previously been married to a foreign 
artist, named Serres. Mrs. Serres had a 
Hiugular taste for documentary evidence, 
gtfneraliy contriving that the writers of her 
letters and certifiiates sliould be dead 
before fliey were produced. 

AV>r. 2. Lord Byron’s tragedy of 
Mdrina Faiiero, having been translated 
into French veise, is hi.ssed oil’ the stage at 
the '1 oeatre FrauQais. 

8. llie king arrived at Carltoii-liouse 
from Hanover. 

15. Mary Anne Carl tie, sister of Rich- 
ard Carlile, sentence*! to pay a fine of 
300/., and a year’s imprisonment, for puh- 
liHhiiig a theological liWl. 

19. A respectable firmer, named Shea, 
bis wife, seven children^ and five labourers, 
who resided in the countyof Tipperary, 


were burnt in their dwellings in the night 
by an armed banditti. Such of the un- 
fortunate victims as attempted to escape 
were fired at by the miscreants, who sur- 
rounded the premises, and drove them hack 
into the flames. Shea had di>posse8sed his 
under-tenants and the cotters on his farm, 
because they refused either to pay rent, or 
labour for its discharge. 

24. Proprietor of the John Bull sen- 
tenced to pay a fine of 1100/., and to nine 
months* imprisoninerit, fur a liliel on lady 
Wrottesley. charging her with an intrigue 
with a menial servant. 

31. Monument to Martin Luther erected 
at Wittenberg. Before the statue was 
uncovered the ancient and celebrated 
hymn, “ Ein fester Burg tsl t/nser (Joitf 
was Sling in chorus by a vast assemblage 
of spectators, and had a sublime effect. 

A curious case of cojiyright occupied the 
lord chancellor this month. Mrs. Kundeli, 
mother of the silversmith on Ludgate-liili, 
upwards of fourteen years ago, wrote u 
book on cookery, and gave it to Mr. Mur- 
ray, who published it, with additions, and 
some embellishments. The work at first 
did not command a rapid sale ; but, after 
a few years, it rose to 12,000 annually. 
Mr!*. Riindell now wishtd to resume the 
copyright, ami obtained an injunctiuii 
ag.iiii>t the sate of it by Murray; who, in 
his turn, obtained an injunction against the 
sale of it by the autlioress .ti$th his addi- 
tions. The lord chancellor .^d‘ that, tinder 
the circumstances, he ilouTited whether a 
copyright existe«l ; but, without deciding 
that point, his lordship dissolved the in- 
junction against Mr. Murray. 

During the last ten years, it apjiears 
(Ann. lleg.^ Ixiii. 181), there have l.»eed 
ir>3 suicides in the city and liU'rtie#. of 
W’estminster, of which miinber 03 wm 
females. The greatest miinber of suicklei 
w'as in July, and the fewest in October. 

Dec. 5. M. Bereiiger, the popular 
French song-writer, seuteuced to a fine ot 
500 francs, ami three months’ irnpii^oti- 
ment, fur an outrage, in hU writings, 
against public rnoraln and religion. 

29. MarqMt.<* Welle.sley arrived at l)n!»- 
liii, as the new lord-lieutenant; and, as he 
was known to be favourable to the ca- 
tholics, he was not very welcome to the 
prutestant faction. 

PitiNUK IlotiRNi.oiiK. — Tlie corioHity of 
the Bavarians waa much excited ljy a pre- 
tended worker of miraculous cures, in the 
|)ersou of prince Ilohenlohe. The prin- 
cipal scene of his performances was Bam- 
Iwrg. Dupes were soon accumulated : in 
a shqft time there were hundreds who 
could attest hU eflflciency in their own 
persons, and thousands who were willing to 
attest it in others. His fame waxed great ,* 
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and the daughters of even princely houses 
repaired to him, to receive health and 
heauty through the power of his word: 
for praver and exhortation were the means 
by which he made the blind to see, and 
the lame to walk. Unfortunately for the 
prince, the police were sceptical: they 
insisted that he should operate publicly, 
not secretly ; and that a commission of the 
medical faculty should be present at his 
cures. Looking upon this supervision as 
degrading to his holy mission, the prince 
suddenly left Bamberg, to seek new pro> 
sclytes, and h-ss prying inquisitors, in the 
Austrian capital. | 

Rain. — quantity of rain that fell in | 
1820 was 20 inches; in 1821, 41 inches. 

Smam.-pox — 792 iiersons died of the j 
small'pux within the London bills of mor- 
tality in the last year. This is about one- 
thinl i»f the average number of those w)io 
perished annually in the metropolis before 
the introduction ef vaccination; sliowing 
either the neglect of vaccination, or its 
ineHicacy. 

Knoi.ish NKw.sp.trEHS.— a parliament- 
ary return shows that there are furty two 
newspapersf i)r other stamped journals, 
published every Saturday, Sunday, or Mun« 
(lay, exclusive ul eighteen others, put»lished 
on other da\s. or twice or thrice weekly. 
There are eight morning and seven even- 
iiig papers published in London ; the 
circulation of the former about I s.OOO, of 


The special juries of London reformed 
by the exertions of alderman Waithmaii. 

Coal-gas begun to be used in the infla» 
tion of balloons, in lieu of the gas obtained 
from sulphuric acid and zinc or iron- 
filings. The filling took less time, and was 
not so expensive. 

Three hundred and ninety- three German 
booksellers published no less than 3322 new 
works in the course of half a year. 

Eight thousand volumes, in the Russian 
tongue, have appeared within the last 
twenty years; whereas, till J800, only 
3000 had been printed. 

The canal at Alexandiia completed by 
European engineers. It commences near 
the Nile, a little below Saene, is nearly 
fifty miles in length, twenty-eight yards in 
breadth, and seventeen feet deep: 100,000 
men were set to work on it in January, 
1819; the number afterwards amounted 
to 210,000. 

A penknife, containing 2016 blades, was 
presented to queen Caroline by a ShtHit itl 
nianiifactnrer ; another was r.f urwards 
made, containing 1821 blades. 

Annuai. OniTUAUv. — Adam Walker, 
90, popular lectin er on astronomy, the in- 
ventor of the Avaim-air stove, mail-coach, 
and revolvinir lights of St illy and Cromer. 
At Home, John Keats, 25, author of 
“ Kndymion,’’ and other poems. Richard 
Twiss, 74, author of ’■‘IVavels in the Pe- 
ninsula,” a Trip to Paris,” &c. J)r. 


the latter, 12,00(K The total circulation of 
the London newspaper- press is estimated 
us follows : — . 


Of Saturday, Sunday, and 
Monday editions. 
lOf other weekly, twice and 
Ijferice a- week papers 


3.250.000 

1.750.000 
10,500,000 


Gregory, M.l)., 68, pro^’essor of medicie.e 
in the university of Edinburgh, and author 
of some philosophical and liU*rary essays. 
M. Brj'ant, 64. author of a “ Biographical 
Dictionary of Painters.” Mrs. Piozzi, 82, 
a litt-rary lady, and the well-known friend 
of Dr. Johnson. The larl of Sheffield. 86, 
the friend of Gibbon, and editor of his 
miscellaneous works. At Cheshunt, Oliver 


Grand total, yearly. 15,500,000 

Of country newspapers there are, of Eng- 
lish provincials, 136; Scottish, 47; Irish, 
126; total, 30S 

Eot'CATioN IN Fkanck. — T he number 
of communes having one or more schools, 
in 1817, was 17.800; in 1820. 24,124. 
The number of scholars in 1817 was 


Cromwell, 79, a lineal desctiidant of tlie 
Protector. [See p. 217.) James Car- 
michael Smith, M.D., 80 : he obtained 
from parliament a reward, in 1802, for a 
discovery of the means of preventing con- 
tagion by a mineral acid. The duchess 
dowager of Orle<in.s, 68 : by her de.«th the 
duke has obtained an addition to hi.s income 
of 100,0007. Mrs. iuchbald. 64, a cele- 


8G5J2! ; in 1820, 1,063,919. The popu- 
lation of France in 1820 amounted to 
30,407,907. In 1S17 tlicre were 990,023 
births, and 786,338 (baths; making an 
excess of births, amounring to 203,683. 

Mi8ccf.i.ANiK.s. — A daily paper com- 
menced in Lancashire. 

BurgesM’s swift conveyance established 
between London, Manchester, and Liver- 
pool. by which two horses run eight-mile 
stages, at the rate of twelve miles un-hour. 

Steam-boats established between Dover 
and Calais and London and Leith. 


brated novelist and dramatist. Francis 
Hargrave, 81, recorder of Liverpool, and 
a voluminous writer on law subjects. Vi- 
cesimus Knox, D.D., 08, author of'* Essays 
on Education.” John Rennie, 60, eminent 
civil engineer: Waterloo- bridge, the Lon- 
don and East- India docks, the Hell-- 
rock lighthouse, attest bis meiits. John 
Barrett, D.l)., 69, viee-provovt of Trinity- 
college, Dublin, and professc r ol oriental 
languages. Dr. Barrett’s habits were 
eccentric : he was author of an “ Inquiry 
into the Origin of the Coiistellutions ot the 
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Zodiac and, by extreme parsimony, ac- 
cumulated a fortune of 80,000/., which he 
bequeathed to his successor for charitable 
uses. Sir James Mansfield, 88, late chief- 
jiiKtice of the court of common-jileas. 
Janies Perry, 65, proprietor of the Morning 
Chronicffi who contributed p;reatly to the 
improvement of tlie newspaper-press. Rev. 
Samuel Vince, archdeacon of Bedford, 
Piumiaii professor of astronomy at Cam- 
biid^e, and author of several mathematical 
works. At Brighton, Phoebe Ilessel, 108: 
this singular woman served many years in 
the army us a private soldier, and was at 
the haiile of Fontenoy, in 1745. Rev. 
Thomas Dunham Whitaker, 63, eminent 
antiquary, and classical scholar. 

A.D. 1 8'i2. The present was an interest- 
ing but not eventful year. It was more 
remarkable for speculation than action. 
In tlic British ]iarliament important ques- 
tions were discussed hut not decided. 
Among the leading subjects of debate 
were the state of the currency, criminal 
law, agriculture, Ireland, parliamentary 
rei'orm, the influence of the crown, the 
Scotcii burghs, and newspaper press. It 
WAS a singular feature of the year that 
agricultural distress had almost become an 
Kuropean calamity; in France and the 
Netherlands, as well as Kngland, there 
were loud complaints of the ruinously low 
prices produce<l hj fruitful seasons. While, 
however, the agriculturists of the continent 
and of Britain were suffering from abund- 
ance, a grievous famine aro.se in Ireland, 
showing the anomalies of her situation, 
resulting either from the staple food of her 
population ditl'ering from that of surrouiid- 
nig nations, or the limitation of her com- 
mercial interchanges with her neighl'ours. 
Her distresses from scarcity were aggra- 
vated by the agranan outrages, originating 
in the pressure of tithes and rack-rents, on 
Die (leasantry and small farmers. Several 
of the ringleaders of the.ve diNorders were 
ujiprehended by the civil and military 
power, and great numliers executed or 
transported. A new lord-lieutenant was 
appointed in the marquis AVellesley, the 
insurrection act passed, and the habeas 
corpus act suspended, the object of which 
i^oercive measures was at least to produce! 
temporary tranquillity. Abroad the chief; 
8ubjf*cts of interi'st were the congress ofi 
^ove.cigtls at Verona, the progress of the' 
Gre4>k msuriection, the struggles between | 
the liberals and ultras in France, and the I 
erection of Brazil into an independent 
empire. 

Jan, The shop of Carlile, the vendor of 
irreligious publications, is now fitted up 
with a novel contrivance for baffling the 
law-offlcers of the crown. Publications 
leg*l ore sold o]»eiiiy in his shop. 


while those of contrary character are sold 
from a window in his back parlour, having 
a turning machine, one end of which con 
veys the desired book to his customer, the 
other the money to the vendor. The ju-r- 
.son who conducts the apparatus is iiivihible, 
and the room barricaded. 

5. Mr. Loveday, an Knglishman resi- 
dent in France, petitioned the French 
chamber of deputies on the seduction of 
his daughter to the catholic faith. 

30. Thames outward-bound Kast-Iiidia- 
man wrecked off Beachey-head ; twelve of 
the crew perished, the remainder were 
saved by captain Manby’s life-preserver. 

Cortes of Portugal present a laudatory 
adilress to Jeremy Bentham, on his writings 
in behalf of liberty. 

Several pieces of plate voted to Mr. 
Ilume, M.P.y for his services in enforcing 
retrenchment and economy. 

Tiik Guknvii.i.ks. — In the course of the 
month ministers strengthened themselves 
by a union with this section of the oppo- 
sition. The marquis of Buckingham was 
elevateil to a duke; Mr. C. Wwnie was 
placed at the head of the India boarti, and 
another of the family was named envoy to 
the Swiss cantons. The accession of the 
Grenvilles was consuiered a dereliction of 
principle, but except tlie catholic, to which 
they w»*re favourable, there was no other 
question on which tlu*y differeil from tho 
general policy of the Liverpool govorii- 
ment. The lo^s to the opjHisnion was jmi- 
bahly greater than the gain to the niiiiisiry. 
Lord Grenville had retiied from public lifi-;' 
and no other member of his small party 
had such talents for oratory or business as 
to make his aid of much value. In Ire- 
land the catholics were gratified by tlie 
removal of the uiiti catholic .Satiriut'^and 
Mr. Plunkett succeeded him in the olHce 
of attorney-general. Another ministerial 
change was the retirement of !• rd Sid- 
month from active employmciit ; who, re- 
taining his seat in the cubinet, was .suc- 
ceeded in his office of home secretary by 
Mr. Peel. This gentleman became a use- 
ful auxiliary to lord Londomieiry in the 
commons, and his political prepossessions 
mainly coincided with tho.se of his ]»re<Je- 
cessor. 

Feb. 4. Will of the late queen proved in 
the prerogative court. Ttic effects are 
sworn umler 20,000/. 

5. Parliament opened by the king. II is 
majesty regretted that his visit to Ireland 
had failed to produce tranquillity ; manu- 
factures and commerce were represented to 
be prosperous, but agriculture to he labour- 
iug ^nder difficulties. Amendments to 
the address were moved by sir F. Burdett 
and Mr, Htiroc, but negatived by large 
majorities. 



707 


GEORGK IV. A.n. 1822. 


IK Insururction Act.— The number 
and darinfipof the Whiteboys and other 
nocturnal bands in Ireland rendered de- 
iensive measures necessary for the protec- 
tion of persons and property. The dis- 
orders were aj^rarian, they arose out of the 
letiin^ of landy rents^ and tithes, and were 
uncoiuiected with religious or political 
animosities. To meet them ministers pro- 
posed to suspend the habeas corpus act, 
and to renew the insurreetion act. By 
the provisions of the last the lord lieute- 
nant was empowered, on the representation 
of justices ill session that a district was 
disturbed, to proclaim it in a state of in- 
suiTection j interdict the inliabitaiits from 
leaving their homes between sunset and 
sunrise, and subject them to visits by 
night, to ascertain their presence in their 
own dwellings. If absent, they were con- 
sidered idle and disorderly, and liable to 
transportation for sevrn years! The act en- 
countered considerable opposition, but, to- 
gether with the bill for the suspension of 
the habeas corpus act, received the royal 
assent on the IJth inst. 

IG. An injunction refused to restrain 
the piracy ot lord Byron's “ Cain the 
lord clianceilor had doubts about the moral 
tendency of the work, and till they were 
removed by the verdict of a jury for da- 
mages, in a court of common law, he would 
not extend to the publication the protection 
of property. 

20. JJied, at an advanced age, John 
SrnvvAur, commonly called Walking 
Jtewart,” having, to gratify the amor 
videndi^ Avandered on foot over most parts 
of the habitaide globe. Early in life he 
left the service of the East India company, 
with an intimation that he was destined to 
a nobler vocation than the making out of 
“ iuwnces for a company of grocers.” 
After visiting the principal cities of the 
E 1 st, and crossing the desert of Arabia to 
Marseilles, and thence through France and 
Spain to England, he went over to the 
United States of America, all of which he 
traversed. It was the luxury of seeing 
himself, not of beneGting others, that 
seemingly prompted his incessant loco- 
niotion, for it does not ap^iear he pulilished 
to the world the results of his observations. 
One fccentric opinion of Stewart’s was, 
that the time would come when the wives 
of the rich would cease to bear children, 
those of the poor only undergoing the 
labour. He received a grant of Ki.OOO/. 
from parliament to coinpeiisate him for 
losses sustained in the service of the nabob 
ot Arcot. The last teji years of his life 
Were spent in the neighbourhood of Cha- 
ring-cross, that he migot live, ns he said, 

Dr. Johnson's full tide of human 
wiatence.” \ 


25. Reduction of Navy Five per Cents. 
—Mr. Vansittart proposed in parliament 
his plan for reducing the interest of the 
Navy five per cents, to four ; holders not 
signifying their dissent to have 105/. in a 
new four per cent, stock, and persons dis- 
senting, to be paid off in numerical order. 
By this scheme an annual saving to the 
public of 1,140,000/. would be effected; 
besides a farther saving of upwards of 
90,000/. of annual charge, which would be 
gained by a similar reduction of the Irish 
five per cents. The high prices of the 
public funds obviated all dimculty in the 
execution of this financial operation, and 
the holders of the five per cent, stock found 
it expedient to acquiesce in the minister’s 
terms. The dissentients were in number 
only 1,373, and the stock held by them 
amounted to 2,615,978/.; not a fifteenth 
part of the five per cent, capital. 

26. General Berton heads an insurrec- 
tion against the Bourbon government at 
Sotimier: it was speedily defeated by the 
national guards, and the general, ivith 
several accomplices in his wild scheme, 
put to death. 

28. Sir N. Conant and other police 
magistrates found guilty of conspiring to 
deprive a publican of his licence. 

Atnrch 1. House of commons resolved, 
by a majority of 182 against 1*28, to reduce 
(‘snuff out,^ Mr. Wilber force termed it) 
two juuior lords of the admiralty, leaving 
ministers in a minority of 5-1. 

6. The tide was so low, owing to a 
strong south-west wind, in tlie Thames, 
near London-bridge, that it was fordable 
in many places; numerous persons walked 
across, and several valuable ai tides that 
hud lain at the bottom of the river for 
years were picked up. 

8. United States of America recognise 
the independence of the South American 
republics. Congress voted 100,000 dollars 
to defray the charges of diplomatic inter- 
course with the new governments. 

9. Mrs. Donatty, a retired widow lady, 
barbarously murdered at No. 16, Rul>ert- 
street, Bedford-row: the assassin left a 
sack filled with plate and other valuables, 
which from the circumstance of being dis- 
turbed he did not carry off. 

10. Severe restrictions imposed on tJie 
French journals and periodicals ; they 
were opposed by M. Talleyrand. 

Litigation has arii^en between M. Kaf- 
fitte, the banker in Paris, and the nqire- 
sentatives of Napoleon. In 1815 Buona- 
parte lodged with the house of LafHtte 
4,222,000f. in cash, and the lemainder 
of 5,000,000f. in securities. The bank 
gave him a receipt, acknowledging the 
5,000,000f. to be payable at sight; also a 
letter of credit on bankers at Philadelphia, 
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payable at sight, for the same amount. 
The securities were never realized— a part 
of the 4,2‘i2,000f. were remitted to Na- 
poleon’s order, and the balance, being 
8,149.00011, remains payable to the repre- 
sentatives of Napoleon. The point at 
issue is, who are the legal representatives ? 

20. Will of Thomas Coutts, esq., an emi- 
nent banker, who died last year, aged 86, 
proved, and the personal property sworn 
under 600,000/. Mrs. Coutts, formerly Miss 
Mellon, of Drury-laue theatre, to whom 
Mr. Coutts had been married eight years, 
was left universal legatee, to the exclusion 
of three daughters by a former wife. To 
Mrs. Coutts was also bequeathed the 
banking-business in the Strand. 

26. Court of chancery decided that Mr. 
Lawrence's lectures were out of the pro- 
tection of eipiity, owing to containing pas- 
sages inimical to Christianity. 

Sir Alexander Boswell killed in a duel 
by James Stuart, esq., of Duuearn; the 
meeting originated in some literary effusion 
of the former, inserted in a newspaper re- 
cently started in Scotland for |Hjlitical 
purposes. 

2/ . Mr. Canning appointed governor- ! 
general of India, and sergeant lilossett | 
chiff'justice of India. 

Several inst-ance.s occurred this month, 
in the county of Norfolk, of the malicious 
destruction of threshing-machines, and of 
the stacks and buildings of formers, by 
incendiaries. 

dO. At the special commission at Li- 
merick, many of •* captain Ruck's^ men 
convicted ; some executed, others trans- 
ported. 

April. FaUINK in luKKAND — (Iwillg to 
the failure of the potato-crop, thiuugh the 
heavy rains of la^t year, the siiutli of Ire- 
land WHS afHicted with a gre vous scarcity 
of the staple food of the population. The 
price of potahies was quarlrupled. Before 
the end of the mouth the province of 
Munster was in a state of actual starva- 
tion. The peasantry crowded into the 
towns and villages, ui the vain hope of 
finding employment or subsistence. At 
Klin is, many were heard inquiring what 
crimes were punishable bjr confiiieiiient, as 
they were willing, by sil^h iCi'eans, to pruciiie 
food even in pivon. rTlie sufferings of the 
pisople were augmented by typhus fever, 
whi^ ^ spread lavages. Inti lUgence of 
this general distress arriving in Knglaiid, 
prompt measures were arloptcd for its alle- 
viation. A committee was formed in Lon- 
don, and corresponding committees in dif- 
ferent parts of the country. The benevo- 
lence of individuals was such that large 
funds were speedily at their disposal, and, 
being well manafi^, the Irish soon expe* 
tiM lienefiU of British sympathy. 


4. Captain BIrley, and others of the 
Manchester yeomanry, were tried by a 
special jury, at Lancaster assizes, fur un- 
lawfully wounding Thomas Redford, Au- 
gust 16th, 1819. After a trial of four days, 
before Mr. Justice Holroyd, the jury re- 
turned a verdict of acquittal. A motion 
was made in the court of king’s bench. 
May 2nd, to obtain a new trial, which was 
refused, the judges delivering their opi- 
nions aeriatim against it. 

11. Newman Knowles, esq., apjioiiited 
recorder of London, in the room of sir John 
Silvester, deceased. 

13. Sir John Sewell, and other members 
of the Constitutional Association, tried for 
a conspiracy, but acipiitted. 

20. Alderman Waithman obtained .500/. 
damages from the John Hull, for a libel, 
imputing to him perjury, and the receiv- 
ing of stolen goods. 

25. Thomas Denman, esq., elected com- 
mon-sergeant of the city of London, after 
u sharp contest with Mr. Holland, hy a 
majority of 131 of the common council 
against 1 19. 

29. Lord John Russtdrs motion on par- 
liamentary reform negatived by 26‘Jto 161. 
Uis lordship's plan was to add lOU tuiiii- 
bers to the houMe ; 60 for counties and 1(1 
for large towns. Phis, he urged, had bi- 
come politic from the evidence of increas- 
ing intelligence among the people, e.spe- 
cially the middling classes. lie was re- 
plied to by Mr. Cunning, the chaii)p:un of 
thu existing representation, 

Aciiticui.'i uuAi. DiHiitKssKs. — Oil Jie 
29th the house of commons resolveil itself 
into a committee, to take into considera- 
tion thu report of the agricultural c«)iii- 
iiiittee. O.i that day three diihrent 
sclieiiies were proposed for the relief of tla' 
farmers and lunrllonU ; one by the mar- 
quis of Londonderry, the second by Air. 
Ricardo, and the third by Mr. lluskisson. 
That of the marquis was adopted. Tiie 
pressing evil was the low price of pro<lui e. 
which ilisabled the farmer from paying his 
rent, and the landlord from supporting Ids 
furmt'r expenditure. The remedies chiefly 
insisted upon were a reduction of taxis, 
especially those affecting agriculture ; .se- 
condly* the aliulitiuii of tithe.s ; and, ihiidly, 
the reduction of the iuti-rest of the iiatiunul 
debt, {Ann, Reg, Ixiv. 2.) The last had 
begun to be very generally insisted ^ ujhiu 
at public meetings, and its eiputy difended 
on the grouml of the increased value ot the 
currency since the paasing of Peel s bill 
for the resumption of payments in specie. 
The exclusion of foreign corn from tin- 
Bri^h markets ffiul ceased to be relict, 
upon os a panacea, us very little had dur- 
ing the last thrse years been imported, 
and th« lowness of from the 
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abundanre of home produce. One noveltv 
in lord Londonderry'^ scheme was the aa> 
vance of a loan to the agriculturists^ on 
the security of corn. The idea was not 
favourably received, and was sharply ridi- 
culed as a species of pawnbrokuig, un- 
worthy of the govuruinent. Moreover, it 
was urged that the hankers were always 
ready to advance to the farmers on ade- 
quate security ; and that it would be im- 
politic for government to incur greater risk 
than individuals. Project of a loan was in 
consequence left out of the minister’s plan. 

30. A bill introduced by Mr. Canning 
lor the admission of catholic peers into 
the lords, it passed the cotniiiuus, but 
was thrown out by the upper house. 

A/ay 2. Lord JNunnauby moved a reso- 
lution for the reduction of one of the two 
postmasters-general, which was carried 
against ministers by 216 to 201. 

Duel between the dukes of Bedford and 
Buckingham, m coose4Ue4ice uf some ex- 
pression of the funner at a county meeting; 
both parties fired, Bedford in the air, and 
the business terminated amicably. 

It IS a fact that, lliough trade is encou- 
riiged in Franco, a merchant or manufac- 
turer, since the return of the Bourbons, if 
lie receives a patent of nobility, must take 
out *• leiters of reliel,” conveying the 
king’s pardon for liaving rlc.-'Cended to 
trade. — {Ann. Uey. 1»22, ji. 82. j 

6. Vauxhall-gardens sold for 28,000/. 

6. St, Faul’s cathe«lral liglned with gas. 

8. The number of alieus iu England 
24,030. 

0. An iron steam-hoat exhibited on the 
Thames ; it is propelled by a thirty- horse 
engine, and is intended to na\igale be 
tween London and Pat is, being the first 
instance of a direct water-communication 
between the two capitals. 

14. Parliament awartKil 800,000/. to 
the army under ilie command of the duke 
of Wellington, for property and stores cap- 
tured in the Peninsula, iu the years 1812, 
1813, and 1814. The grant for naval 
prize was 116,400/. 

Commitments under the game-laws in 
K.:gand hud increased from 806 in 1816, 
to 1167 in 1820. 

24. Deau VVkiwUt Annuiiy. — The 
amount of military and naval pensions, 
ami civil superannuations, was about five 
millions annually. On the 24th Mr. 
Vunsitturt brought forward his amended 
scheme for relieving the immediate pres- 
sure of this (ifad weight, by extending it 
over a Imiger term of years thau the na- 
tural lives of the auaiiitants. For this 
purpose an annuity of 2,800,000/. was 
appropriated, out of the existing revenue, 
for furty-iive years, and vested m trustees 
for the discharge of the then payments. 


wjbich, for that year, were estimated at 
4^900,000/., subject to yearly diminution 
by deaths. It was computed that, ac- 
cording to the ordinary duration of human 
life, the annuities for the lives of the then 
holders would be equal to the annuity of 
2,800,000/. for forty-five years. The trus- 
tees were, therefore, empowered to sell, 
from time to time, such portions of this 
annuity as would provide the funds re- 
quired for the payment of the dea<l weight, 
according to a computation made of the 
amount which would, probably, be due iu 
each year. The bank of Eugland became 
the contractor for a portion of the annuity. 
There was no novedty of principle iu the 
project; it was only the old one of antici- 
pating di>tant resources by throwing the 
burden of the existing generation on the 
next. It had the further disadvantage of 
incurring an useless expense for manage- 
ment ; whereas the sinking-fund, amounting 
at the time to about five millions, might 
have been applied to existing exigencies, 
and a real saving efi'ected. 

June 11. CuHKKNCV Question. — A ques- 
tion openeil in the house of commons, on 
a motion of Mr. Western, which often 
subse<;ueutly occupied its attention. It 
relerie<l to the effect on prices of Mr. 
Feel’s act of l8l9, fur the resumption of 
cash-payments. According to the views of 
Mr. Western and Mr. Attwood, the value 
of money had been enormously increased 
by the re.siimj)tion of j.ayments in 8i>ecie 
by the bank, and its necessary preliminary, 
a diminution of the circulation. Prices 
had in con^equence lallen; rents, taxes, 
annuities, aud ail fixed payments become 
more onerous. They were opposed by 
Messrs. Iluskissoii, Peel, and Ricardo; 
and on the motion of the tormer a resolu- 
tion was carried, by 194 to 30, lhat this 
house will not alter the standard ol gold or 
silver, iu fineness, weight, or deiioraiaa- 
tioa.” 

19. Pi ice of gold 71s. Ci/. the ounce, 
being below the mint price, a cii'^uiu- 
stance which has not occurred since the 
year 1797, and was of rare occurrence pre- 
vious to that period. 

20. Bank of England loti'er^d the rate 
of discount to 4' iwf cent., aud extended 
the time of bills from 6o to 93 days. 

Tonnage of ships, entering the pi>rt of 
Liverpool, has increased ftom 446, < J>8 in 
1812, to 892,902 in 1822. 

The clerk of the insolvent court men- 
tioned to a parliamentary committee a 
paper, in coinmuii circulation among 
debtors, containing instructions how to 
harass their creditors. By the process de- 
scribed a debtor, incurring an expense ot 
30/„ may by the forms of law put his 
creditor to «n expense of 314/. 
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By an order of the court of exchequer, 
the harsh and absurd process of issuing 
extents in aid is restricted. 

25. Mr. Abercrombie moved for a com- 
mittee of the house of commons to inquire 
into the conduct of the law-bfiicers of the 
crown in Scotland^ with respect to the 
public press. It seems the lord advocate, 
sir Walter Scott, and other ministerial 
]>artisaiis, had been instrumental in setting 
up certain scurrilous newspaners, that 
were made the vehicle of attacks on their 
political op|x)nents. The exposure by 
Mr. Abercrombie drew from Messrs. Ho])e 
and Meniies, two of the parties implicated, 
letters of remonstrance, which were deemed 
by the house a breach of privilege, and 
they were summoned to the bar. They 
appeared there, but no ulterior proceedings 
ioiltiwed, and the business was gut rid of. 

Ju/p (}. Royal guards at Madrid declared 
, against the constitution, but, being attacked 
!•)’ the militia and citizens, were over- 
powered, and their instig,itors banished. 

10. Statue of Achillffs set up in Hyde* 
park, in honour of the duke of VVeUuig 
ton. 

19. The innkeepers on the Dover road 
petitioned against the adoption of steam- 
navigation from London to Calais. 

20. Iturbide crowned emperor of Mexico. 

A charge of sodomy maiie against the 

hon. ami rev. Percy Jocelyn, bishop of 
Clogher. Last night be was detected in 
the back-room of a public-house in St. Al- 
ban' s-]dace, St. James's, in a situation with 
Moverly, a private soldier of the guards, 
which led to his instant apprehension and 
removal to the watch-house. There were 
seven witnesses to the tact. It seems, how- 
ever, that the capital otfence liad not been 
completed; in consequence Mr. Dyer, the 
magistrate at Murlhoruugh-street, accepted 
bail to the ainonnt of lOUO/. for the future 
appearance of the delinquent. Moverly 
was committed to take his trial ; hut some 
ilay.H after he too was hailed- The bliil, of 
course, was forli-ited, and the bishop de- 
graded hy the sentence of his ecclesiastical 
superior. 

22. Proprietor of BlackwootC $ AJngaxine 
convicteil of libels impugning the conduct 
and scholarship of professor Leslie ; da- 
mages 100/ 

•M. Parliament appeared to-day in a 
no.t character, that of the patron of lite- 
rature. Oil the motion of the chauceitor of 
the excheqii**r, *J000/. was voted towards 
the printing a complete edition of the an- 
cient histuriaiw of the realm. This was 
the more nece»»ary, as some »>f those in 
circulation were incorrect, and many re- 
mained in manuNcript. It was seconded 
t»y shr Jlatnes Mackintosh. i 

A tioldier* who had received dOOj 


lashes, was found by a coroner^s jury, at 
York, to have been flogged to death. 

29. Several English actors, attempting 
to perform ^le English drama at the Thif- 
fttre Porte St. Martin, at Paris, were hissed 
and treated in a very unhandsome manner 
by the Parisians ; the police did not inter- 
fere, and the behaviour of the audience 
applauded hy the French journals. 

Aug, 6. End of the Session. — Parlia- 
ment was this day prorogued by tlie king. 
Agriculture, finance, the currency, the 
pressure of taxes, and the improvement of 
the navigation-laws, hud formed the chief 
topics ot discussion. On the latter five 
acts were passed, the main purpo.*e8 of 
which wen* to repeal obsolete commi-rciiil 
statutes — to relax in the strictness of the 
laws enacted for the encouragement of 
British shipping — and to afford to our 
colonies a more direct intercourse with lo- 
Feigners. 

The New Marriage Act had excited con- 
siderable interest. By the marriage act 
of 175-4, nil marriages of minors, celelirated 
without the consent of certain speciiled 
persons, are declared null. A hill passed 
the commons, giving validity to marriages 
whicli according to the existing law were 
null, and jiruviding that the marriages oi 
fiiinurs, ceiehrated withoht due notice, 
should not be void, merely voidable, and 
liable to he annulled only during the lui- 
nority of the parties, at the suit of parents 
or giuardiaiis. The retrospective clause of 
this bill was the only part retained by the 
lords, wlu) declared against tin* nullity id' 
marriages. The New Act is said (. /////, 
Jffg. Ixiv. 236) to have mainly originated 
in the marriage of the inarqui.s of Donegal 
with Miss May, who was the natural 
laughter of a gentleman ceiehrated f r 
assisting persons of fashion with loans <>(' 
money. The hrothi r of the marquis souglit 
to set this marriage aside, to render the 
children illegitimate, and himself, should 
the marquis die w.thout lawful issue, hnr 
to his title and estates. In law the mar- 
riage was void, iiiasimieh as the provisions 
of lord HardwickeVs act had not been ob- 
served, hut it was now protected hy the 
retrospective clause of the new statute. 

A parliamentary report of this session 
showed that there were 89 members of the 
house of commons, not including tliose 
who have naval or military commissions, 
who hold uiiices or pensions, eitlier in pos- 
session or reversion, to the amount, ol 
I70,:il3/. 'Ihe members holding naval 
and military commissions were 79. 

10. The king embarked at Greenwich 
for Scothind, and on the 15th landed at 
LeTth. liis majesty passed the night oi 
tha )8th at Dalkeith, as a guest of the 
duke of Bucclcugh, and next day held a 
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Ieve/5 in the ancient palace of Holyrood. 
Ho wore the highland costume. After a 
variety of festiviiies, a procession to Holy- ' 
rood-house, a review, and dining with the 
corporation, the king re-embarked at 
Queensferry on the 27th, and on the 30th 
arrived in the Thames. 

12. Dbatu ok thk Marquis op London- 
derry. — The foreign secretary was in his 
54th year, and had for some time been the 
leading inemher of government, in the 
house of commons. Either from the pres- 
sure of his public duties, or other cause, 
lie had previously exhibited symptoms of 
insanity, which terminated in suicide, by 
cutting the carotid artery, at his seat, North 
Cray, 111 Kent. He was unpopular, but es- 
teemed in private life fur a gracious and 
gLMitiemanly bearing. The cruel and cor- 
rupt part he iiad acted or tolerated in Ire- 
land in the suppression of the rebellion, and 
111 etiecliug the union, always weighed upon 
his reputation, which was not redeemed by 
liis suhsiMpient otliciul life in Kiigland. 
The tenor of his foreign policy, in which 
the interests of kings, nut of their subjects, 
were chieHy considered, and his proneness 
to arbitrary measures at home, proved 
him an unlit minister for a constitutional 
inouHichy. He was reputed a success- 
ful uegociator, aud was honoured with 
the public thanks of parliament for his 
services in etfecting the ‘‘ settlement of 
Europe” at the general peace. Except in 
diplomacy his abilities were ordinary; at- 
tentive and pains-taking, but without in- 
vention or varieil knowledge, and his oratory., 
though occasionally eil'ective, was generally 
either in the extreme ol feebleness, or turgid 
and incuneet. Tlie populace evincetl their 
di^ike of the marquis at his funeral, by 
raising an exulting shout when his cotKii 
was conveyed into VVesiinuister Abbey, to 
he deposited between the lemuius ol Fox 
and Pitt. 

HepL The commander in-chief orders 
that the records of the services of each 
regiment in tln^ British service shall be 
prepared, and de|rt)sded in, the office of the 
adjutant-general. 

y. Sir Benjamin Bloomfield appointed 
envoy extraoi dinary and minister to the 
court of Stockholm 

16. Mr. Canning, who was about to set 
out to India as governor-geueral, appointed 
foreign secretary, in r« om of the lute mar- 
tpiis of Londotideiry'. 

25. Tliirty-one patriots sentenced to 
death at Naples, for being concerned in 
the late revolution. ^ 

Oc/. 1. Proceeiiings began in the court 
of chancery, to prove the earl of Portsmouth 
a lunatic. 

8. Air. Bow ring, translatof of the Rus- 
sian Anthology, .irrestcd at Calais, by 
order of the French government ; the 


charges against him being found frivolous, 
he was soon after set at lihert}’. 

11. Day-patrols established in London. 

12. Revolution in Brazil. Pedro, son of 
the reigning king of Portugal, aiul who 
had been lint viceroy of the province in 
the absence of his father, was installed on 
the 12th inst. emperor of Brazil. It ter- 
minated the American sovereignty of Por- 
tugal. The Portuguese troops in Brazil 
who were opposed to separation from the 
mother-country, were shipped off to Por 
tugal. 

'^0. An eruption of Mount Vesuvius, the 
greatest since 1794 : the lava flowed in a 
stream, half a mile in breadth, and im 
mensc quantities of stones were dU 
charged. 

22. Congress of sovereigns at Verona 
opened. This is the tenth congjress since 
that of Rcichenbach, in Silesia, in 1790. 

31. The decoration of the statue of 
William 11 1., at Dublin, prohibited by pro- 
clamation. It had been usual every 4th 
of November to decorate this statue, in 
commemoration of* Protestant ascendancy, 
by which religious animosities were kept 
alive. 

An alleged mermaid exhibiting in Lon- 
don, and much visited. Sir Everatd Home 
expressed an opinion tliat this creature of 
the poet’s brain is merely an artificial 
composition, consisting of the head, arms, 
aud trunk of the monke)r class, joined to 
the lower extremity of a fish resembling a 
.salmon. 

Aov, 1. Caledonian canal opened, after 
a labour of nearly twenty years, and the 
expenditure of 900,000/. 

4. Mr. Hunt's term of imprisonment in 
Hchester gaol having expired, he made 
his public entry into London, attended by 
vast numbers of the populace. 

15. Sir James Alackintosh elected lord 
rector of the university of Glasgow, for 
the «nsuiiig year. Mr. Jeffrey, the late 
rector, made a speech, in which he gave 
his reasons for voting for sir James, in 
preference to sir Walter Scott, who had 
been put in nomination. 

20. Fonthill-abbey purchased by Mr. 
Farqiihar, for 330,000/. 

M. Constant, the liberal member of the 
chamber of deputies, sentenced to pay a 
fine of 600 francs and to one mouth's im- 
prisoumeiii, for a libel. 

23. Faculty of medicine suppressed at 
Paris by a royal ordinance ; the alleged 
cause a disturoance among the students. 
By this arbitrary proceeding 25 professors 
of eminence were deprivetl of tlieir places, 
and 4000 students of the means of in- 
struction. , . A 

The extensive library belonging to fhe 
late professor Kail, of Copenhagen, which 
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consisted of 202 volumes, printed before 
the year l^iOO ; 1000 folios, 4500 quartos, 
and SiOOO octavos, together with 50,000 
controversial tracts, and 688 MSS., mostly 
feldting to Danish history, purchased by 
‘ 'Mr. Nestler, bookseller, of Hamburgh, for 
about 600/. 

Dec* 14. Riot at the Dublin theatre, by 
the Orange party, on the marquis Welles- 
ley going to the play, when a bottle and 
other missiles were thrown at thq vice> 
regal box. Not more than thirty persons 
were engaged in this disgraceful tUinult 

1"). CoNQiiEss AT Verona. — The pro- 
ceedings of the sovereigns did not teritiinate 
till the middle of this month, and had been 
carried on with great secrecy. Their ge- 
neral principle is not to tolerate any 
change in the European governments, least 
of all such as do not emanate from them- 
selves. In a circular, dated the 14th inst., 
the insurrection of the (Greeks is consideced* 
a rebellion against the legitimate Turkish 
empire. Upon the subject of Spain there 
^was a difference of opinion. M. de Mont- 
Tuorency. the ultra-ihmister of France, re- 
preseoteii the actual government of Spain 
as inconsistent with the safety of mo- 
narchical power; and called upon the* 
sovereigns to re-establish ijiie despotism of 
Ferdinand. To this policy Russia was tle- 
ci'ledly inclined ; Austria ami Prpssia 
were less resolute for violent measures, 
though strongly opposed to the proceed- 
ings of the curies ; England advocated 
peace, and denied the right ot foreign 
pqwers to interfere in the affairs of the 
Peninsula. //ey., Ixiv. 218.) Mean- 

while France had exhibited strong indica- 
tions of warlike purposes : Cl|auteaubriaud 
and other ultras had for some time been 
fomenting conspiracies in Spain, and se- 
cretly furnishing with arms and ammuni- 
tion the priest-ridden insurgents against 
the constitutionalists. An Army; which 
during the previous year hail been aftseni- 
bled on the frontier, under the pretext of 
preventing the lever at Barcelona from 
spreading into France, changed its name 
from that of a Hamiori/ f 'vrtlon to an army 
of observation. A note of M. do Villele, 
the new French prime minister, of the 27th, 
removed all duni>t as to the designs of his 
government : it was to the etfect tlmt un- 
less Spain altered her political cunstitutnm, 
Fr* K'e would use force to convert her from 
her revolutiorjuiry theories. 

2 1 . A lociety formed in London for pro- 
secuting fraudulent debtors. 

The subscriptions raised in Britain for 
the relief of the distressed Irish amount to 
3.50.000/. ; by grant from parliament, 
300,000/.; by local subscriptions in Ire- 
land, 150,000/. ; making a total of 

^UKiuN Loans.— A remarkable feature 


of the present year was the extent tp which 
speculation in foreign securities was car- 
ried, and the variations in their value. 
Besides a multitude of European loans — 
Russian, Prussian, Spanish, Danish, Nea- 
politan^some of the new states of South 
America came into the money-market. 
The government ^f Chili raised a loan of a 
million sterling ; that of Peru ope of two 
millions. These were readily contracted 
foivand soon rose to a high premium. An 
adventurer, named Gregor Maegregor, 
who, though a British subject, chose to 
asstiine the title of cacique, or king of 
Poyais, found periuns credulous enuugii to 
engage to advance '200,000/. to his nominal 
kingdom, on the faith of its imaginary 
revenues. The low rate of interest, and 
facility with which money could be oI>- 
taiued, fostered the wild spirit of specula- 
tion. Many of the bankers and capitalists 
made advanc& on the scrip of the new 
loans, which augmented the amount of 
nnemployeif capital, and the means for 
further transactions. In November there 
began to he signs of reaction. A mystery 
hulig over the proceedings of the congress 
at Veiona ; the French threatened to 
inVade Spam, and doubts were thrown on 
the v.ilidity of M. Zea’s c^itract f >r the 
Columbi.in loan. \ panic ensued: tlie 
prices of all foreign securities fell rapidly, 
and thousands were mined or impovei islied. 

SciKNCK AM> Aims. — Mr. Charles Bab- 
bage announced that he had in\ented 
various machines by which some of the 
more complicated jirocessesof aritlimetical 
calculation may be performed with|ertaiuty 
and dispatch. 

Sir H. Davy's experiments on the 
of liercuianeiim closed without pfodiu iiig 
any marked result. Iodine and chiorno' 
lAparated the rolls, without injuring tin; 
ink, which is of charcoal, on which tiase 
agent» have no action; but the pap)rus 
itself„«o)itaining much imdecumpuhed ve- 
getable matter, baffled the iuvestig.itiou. 
In general the writing is only on one side; 
MSS. are rolleihrouiid sticks, like the webs 
of silk-mercers. 

M. Uumbolflt estimated the miml*er of 
the known species of plants at .5b,tl(10, 
and those of animals at 51,700. 

Franco ascertained to contain 2') liiira- 
ries. containing 1,700,000 volumes; bid 
printing-offices ; 1 0*25 booksellers, and 102 
paper-merchants. 

The French exhibition of paintings this 
year contained 1715 articles ; namely, ld72. 
paiolinga of all .sizes, lamlscaoes, portraits, 
158 statues, hnsU, and bas-ieliels; 
171 engravings and designs ; 14 plans ami 
arcliitectural models. 

Annuai. Ohitu a kv.-— Benjamin Hawes, 
e»q., 89, a pluianthropist, who bequeathed 

lOUU/, each to twonty-fbur Uiffwent cha- 
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rities.^ Rev. Edward Barry, M.D., D.l)., 
63, lately a popular preacher in the metro' 
polls, and theological writer. Sir John 
Borlase Warren, admiral of the white ; air 
John sat in four parliaments, and was a 
meritorious naval officer. At Bu?ton-haIJ, 
Yorkshire, rev. Christopher Wyvill, 83, one 
of the early advocates o# parliatnentary re- 
form. Rev. Edward Daniel Clarke, LL.D.^ 
54, the celebrated travellt^r. Dr. Kipling, 
dean of Peterborough* a warm theological 
controversialist. Sir Nathaniel Cuaant, 
77, late chiet'<-magistr(ite of iiow-street| and 
the projector oi* the refurih In tfie police of 
the metropolis, in 1792. The earl of Hert- 
ford, late lord-chamherlain, 79 ; his lord- 
ship's entailed estates are estimated at 
90,000/. per annum, and descend to his 
only son, the earl of Yamiovith. Ahhe 
Hauy, the celebrated mineralogist. Sir 
John Ueid, medical writeH and lecturer. 
Dr. Middleton, 53, bishop of Calcutta, and 
an useful divine. Thomas UMfield, 07. 
author of a “Representative History (»f 
Britain,'* John Emery, 40, an admirable 
comic actor. Sir William Ilerschel, pi, 
the eminent astronomer: sir William fett 
v>ne son, wlu> inherits his name and his 
genius. . Mrs. Garrick, 99, relict of the 
English RoseKis; aipoiig this larly’s l)e- 
(piests was a service rtf pewter, which h 
husband Davirl used \sheu a bachelor. 
Richard Wooddeson, D.C.L, /n, Viiieriaii 
professor at O.xford, and writer on th 
Engiish laws. At Venice, .Antonio Canova, 
05, the lanioiw sculptor. At Rome, nni- 
dame Letitia Buonap ute, mother of Na- 
poleon : she was very rich, lM (iueHthing to 
her eight surviving children 37,000/. each, 
and to her brvithev, cardinal Eesch, a superb 
palace, fitted up in tbe* must costly manner. 
John Aikin, M.l)., 75, one of the emine^U 
intellectual characters of his time; in ad- 
dition to his luimerous writings, Dr^Aikia 
was editor of The Monthhj 3fa(/azine^ from 
its commencement in 179(i to 180^0. Count 
Berlhollet, 04, an eminei.t French cbemi.st. 
Prince Hanlenbnrg, the . nble Prussian 
minister. Augustus duUc of Jvaxe Golba, 
great patron of liteiaturo and tlm arts 
John Prince Smith, barrister, authoi of 
the “ Klenients of I'loney,’* X:c. 

A.l). 1823. KErLllNlNU Pu«».-'l’KUITY. 

The country at the beginning, and thiough 
the whole of this year, exhibited unequi- 
vocal marks of u steady and progressive 
prosperity. Every brancli of manufacturing 
industry was in a ll< 
cotton- trad.e was i»i 
was a considerable increase m the tpi; 
of silks and woollen-cloths manufactured j 
and in consequence of aiigiueuting expor- 
tation the demand for hardware and cutlery 
was reviving from the state of stagniition 
'u which it had been in since the conclu- 


sion of the war. The shilppmg, interest, 
which had experienced moreiSlmu a pro- 
portional share of the late depresslrta, par- 
ticipated* in the general impruvemei^ 
The agriculturists still complained of th^-r 
embarrassments ; and in January no less 
than 16 cMuntieii hmi lient requi^jjions to 
their sheriffs to call meetings, to consider 
the causes of their distresses. At these 
meetings the remedies chiefly suggested 
were a remission of taxes, >a reform of the 
house of commons, a depreciation of the 
currency, a commutation of tithe, and an 
appropriation of the redundant wealth of 
the church to the public exigencies. Tiie 
landed interest, liowever, before the en<rof 
summer, began to share in the benetits 
resulting from prosperous commerce and 
mauutactures, and their j oliticai agitation 
subsided. 

Jwu A room opened, in Capel-court, 
for transacting business m foreign secu- 
rities, which had been previously con- 
ducted on the royal exchange. ; 

3. A meeting at Norwich, on the sub- 
ject of agrlcnliiiral distress. A series of 
resolutions weie proposed by Mr. Thurtell 
and seconded by Mr. Coke, but they were 
promptly rejected, and a petition, propuse<l 
l«y Mr. (5»bbett, vvas adopted with rapturous 
acclamations. It recominended an appro- 
priarioii dl* part of the chinch property to 
the payfneni of the public debt ; a reiluc- 
tion of the standing army ; an abolition of 
sinecure^ and undeserv v.d pensions; the 
sale %i£~ the crov/n lanes; an equitable ad- 
justment of contracts; the suspension oi 
all legal process, for one year, for the 
recovery Of rent and tithes; and the repial 
of the taxes Am mall, soap, leather, hops, 
and candles. A coimter-petiti^iu was got 
up by the whigs. and when tiie two peti- 
tions came to be presented to llie house of 
commons, Mr. James was the only memher 
who expressed approbation of the Norwich 
doctrines of spoliation. 

5. Russiii, Au^tl'ia, and Prussia rccul 
their ambassadors from Madrid. 

12. 3'he Quakers start a subscription 
for the relief of the Greeks. 

17. A county meeting at Hereford, and 
Mr. Cobbetl's Norfolk petition rejected. 

22. Great meeting for parliamentary 
reform at Aork: the requisition had been 
signed by 20U0 freeholders. 

27. Died, at his house in Bed ford- row, 
in his 86th year, Cuaulks Hutton, LL.D., 
late professor of mathematics in the Royal 
Military Academy, Woolwich ; a votary 
of science, who rose to emiueiice by his 
own spontaneous exertions. Dr. Hutton 
was a native of Newcastle-npon-'lyne, 
where he had been a schooiina»ter, and, 
during a parox vsm enthusiasm, a preacher 
among the lucthoduts. Among liis scholari 
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was John Scott, tho future lord chancellor. 
As a proof how little Dr. Hutton’s abilities 
were impaired, Either by his literary la- 
bours os advanced a^^e, it may be men- 
tioued that, within the last two years of his 
life, he corrected the intricate computation 
of Cavcy||dish on the mean density of the 
earth, and drew up a paper relative to the 
most appropriate curve for the arches of 
the projected New London Bridge. 

28. Louis XVII I., in his speech to the 
two chambers, announced the intention of 
sending 100,000 men into Spain, to put 
down the constitutional system. Let 
Ferdinand VII.,” . said the king, *• be free 
to give to his people institutions which they 
cannot hold but from him, and which, •'f 
securing their tranquillity, would dissipate 
the just inquietude of Frauce.” 

31. Mr. Vausittari, who hod made an 
iiuliffer^t chancellor of the exchequer, 
exchanged that othce for the less toilsome 
ona of chancellor of the duchy of Lan- 
caster, and was raised to the peerage, by 
the title of Lotd Bexley : he was suc- 
ceeded hy Mr. Robinson. Mr. Huskisson 
was made president of the board of trade ; 
ami, in his steasl, Mr. Arbuthnot became 
first commissioner of the land revenues. 
These changes were popular, especially 
among the favourers pf free-trade. 

House oh Common.s. — A statement ap- 
peared of the votes given for and against 
ministers on the great questions during 
the past session of parliament. The results 
were as follows : — 

Fon /tgainst. 


40 counties of Kngland , 

26 

37 

89 citifs and boroughs, 



open election . . • 

59 

107 

99 close cities and bo- 



roughs .... 

151 

12 

.33 counties, and 00 burghs 



of Scotland ...» 

25 

11 

.32 counties of Ireland 

24 

14 

33 cities and boroughs of 



Ireland • . . . • 

21 

7 


Frb. 4. Paui.iament opened hy com- 
iiiissiou, the king's illness preventing his 
attendance. The chief topics of the speech 
wer * the improvement of the revenue, and 
the facilities it would afford for a further 
remission of taxes. His majesty had de- 
pre ated foreign interference in the affairs 
of iifpain; continued depression of 

agneuiture was lainented ; but the pros- 
{lerity of roaiiufacttires aud cuiiimercu was 
dwelt on with satisfi.ction. The addresses 
passed without much remark, further than 
uti attack on funded property by lord 
.Stanhope, and a forcible denunciation by 
lord Lansduwnc, in the upper, and Mr. 
Brougham# in tlie lower house, of the 
meddling ductrioea of (he lioty alliance. 


5. Mrs. Wright, who had been con- 
victed of an irreligious libel, and impri- 
soned, was brought into the King's-bcncli 
to receive further punishment for having, 
in her defence, persisted to state matters 
which the Icourt deemed offensive. She 
was sentenced to be imprisoned in Cold- 
bath-fields for eighteen months, to pay a 
fine of 10(5/., and find security for good 
behaviour for five years. 

13. A meeting of 250 solicitors of the 
foetropolis, to consider of the propriety of 
securing justice to .their* clients, by em- 
ploying only such geqtlemen of the chan- 
cery bar as had leisurd efficiently to attCMul 
to the legal business placed in their 
hands. 

27t Meeting at the Mansion-house,, to 
cdnsMcr the claims of the London elergy 
to 2#. 9r/. in the pound on the net rental, 
in lieu of tithes, oblations, Ac. 

28. An investigation into the state of 
lord Portsmouth’s mind, which occnpiid 
seventeen days, terminated; when the jury 
unanimously pronounred him to Ihj r»f 
unsound mind, and incapable of having 
managed his affiiirs since 1^09. 

Duel between the Neapolitan generals, 
Pepe aud Carascosa, near Kev% -bridge. 
They fought with swords ; Pepe disabled 
his opponent by a thrust in the riglit 
.shouhler. 

A/ar, 3. M. Manuel suspended for one 
session from his seat in the eliainher of 
deputies, for language offensive to the 
Xdtra loyalists. Next day betook his place 
os usual, when a piipiet of the national 
guard refusing to eject him, tho ginuftir 
raerie were called in. who forced him out. 
Lafftte, Foy, and other liberal inemhers. 
to the number of 170, withdrew from tlie 
chamber for the remainder of the sessum. 
and the supplies fur the Spanish war wen* 
voted by the supporters of V’illele. 

4. Mr. Hume moved for a committee 
to inquire into the state of church property 
in Ireland. He emlxiclied his views in 
four resolutions, one of them affirming that 
the projierty of the bishops and chaj»ters is 
public property, subject to the dispo*.ition 
of the legi>h4ture, regard being Inu! to 
existing ifWerests. They were '•hiirj)ly 
pposed hy Mr. Peel and Mr. Plunkett, 
and negatived without a division. 

It appears from an account published 
by parliament, that six individuals, since 
the year 1809, have bequeathed sums lor 
the payment of the national debt to the 
amount of 06,020/. 

A splendid entertainment given^ at 
thjj Loiidon-tavern to the Spanish and Por- 
tuguese ainbaHsadora, lord William llen- 
tiiick in the cliair. 

M. I)ied.atTurviI!«-park, near Henley- 

upoa-Thamcit, in his year, general 
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Duuolribr, a name that filhi some in- 
teresting pages of modern history. He 
was bom of noble though not a^ueut pa> 
rents, and was classically educated. His 
life was one of great vicissitude. He en- 
tered the army at 18, and made his first 
campaign against the same duke of Bruns- 
wick whom, ill 1792, he drove from the 
F«snch territory. Unable to guide the 
revolution, he resorted to the questionable 
OKpedieiit ol cading in the aid of foreigners 
to oppose the fepublicaus, and re*establudi 
the monarchy. Failing in this enterprise, 
ha became an exiW* chieiiy in England, 
where he lived on terms of intimacy with 
many of our nobility, and was an especial 
favourite of the late duke of Kent. Du- 
mourier was a mnn of spirit, of quick'parts, 
a warm, frank, and generous naturo, His 
conversation was aiiiiiiated, and, having 
seen much of the world, diversified with 
a variety of knowledge, and great discri- 
mination of character. , 

29. Bank reduced its half-yearly divi- 
dend fiom five to lour per cent. The ellect 
on bank stock was excessive; it fell from 
2JG to 210. 

24. Df. Wollaston elected an associate 
of the French institute, in the room of the 
late i)r. Jenner. Out of nine men pro- 
posed by the institute for election, from all 
the learned and talented men in the world, 
five were Englishmen, 

Apnt 2. IKike of .\ngoul^me, comman- 
der of the French army of the Pyrenees, 
published an address to the Spaniards, set- 
Bng forth the motives of the invasion of the 
Ireuinsula to be, the suppression of the 
revoluiion.iry faction which held the king 
captive, that excited troubles in France, 
aiul proiiuced an insurrection in Naples 
ami Piedmont. On the 7th the French 
crossed tlie Bidassoa, previously to which 
Ferdinand and the curtes lemoved from 
Madrid to Seville. 

4. Elizabeth Bryant and her (laughters 
were tried at the assizes at Taunton, before 
Mr. Justice Burroughs, for a violent assault 
on Anne Burgess, a re])uted witch. It ap- 
peared that the defendants, on a presump- 
tion that the prosecutrix had bewitched a 
child of the elder Bryant, seized her. and 
indicted several seveie wounds upon her, 
upon a supposition that drawing blood 
from the witcli would end the charm : this 
they did under the advice of a pretended 
conjuror named Baker. The jury found 
them all guilty, and they were sentenced 
to four months^ imprisonment each. 

16. Measures adopted for the suppres- 
sion of West-end fair and Brook- green fair, 
owing to the atrocities committed there. 

17. Parliameniaky Altercation, — 
The question of the catholic claims being 
nbout to be introduced, sir F* Buidett ex- 


pressed his determination of withdrawing 
from the house of commons, pending the 

farce of its annual discussion,” and ac- 
cused Mr. Secretary Canning, who wished 
the subject to 'be postponed, of compro- 
mising his opinion for sake of oifice. Mr. 
G. Bennett questioned the consistency of 
Mr. Plunkett no less than of Mr. .Canning. 
Mr. Brougham followed up the attack with 
great vehemence. in a climax of bitter 
invective he accused Mr, Canning “ of 
being doomed to the disquiet of a divided 
cabinet— of' sitting with his enemies, and 
pitied by his friends — of succumbing to 
lord Eldon, and exhibiting the most incre- 
dible specimen of pionstrous truckling for 
the purpose of retaining office that the 
whole history of political tergiversation 
could furnish.” Here he was inter- 

rupted by Mr. Canning rising, in evident 
warmth, to say, that is false.” A pause 
ensued, the speaker iuterfered, a^d by the 
dexterity of sir R. Wilson an assurance 
was obtained that the afiair should ii6t be 
prosecuted out of doors. 

24. A mass of papers, including the cor- 
respondence with foreign courts relative to 
Spain, having been laid before parliament, 
the grand debate on our foreign policy 
beg&u ill the lords. The same subject was 
taken up in the commons, on the 28th, and 
was agitated for three successive nights. 
The general impression seemed to be that 
ministers had been deficient in energy, — 
had leaned more to the policy of the confe- 
derated despots than the interests of the 
Spanish patriots ; and that if they had 
seriously felt any indignation against 
French 'aggression, it was more from ap- 
prehension of danger to the Bourbon go- 
vernment than the Spanish coustitulion. 
All amendment, in favour of ministers, 
was carried, so little laudatory of their 
conduct, that the opposition, on the sug- 
gestion of 3Ir. Brougham, voted iu its 
favour. 

2li. Ncwcast/e Courant had advertise- 
ments announcing 82 farms, containing 
20,000 acres, to let. 

The length of streets already lighted 
with gas in the metropolis is 2 1 :> miles. 

Cabriolets for two persons began to bo 
used in London. 

iMay 2. Mr. FeeVs currency bill of 1819 
came into operation ; it had no efiect, as 
the bank, having got a sufficient store of 
gold, had anticipated the period of com- 
mencing specie-payments by two years. 

15. Nuraemus meeting of the friends to 
the Greek cause, at the Crown and Anchor, 
Lord Milton in the chair. Animated 
speeches were made by sir James Mackin- 
tosh, lord J. Russell, Mr. Hobhouse, arch- 
deucon Bathurst, &c. The duke of Bed 
ford and Mr. Hunt subscribed 100/. each. 
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16. House of commons passed iinam> 
mously a resolution to the eHect that it is 
expedient to adopt measures tor ameliorat- 
ing the condition of the slave-population 
of the colonies, with a view to their entire 
emancipation and admission to an equality 
of civil rights with the rest of the king’s 
subjects. This first and important declara- 
tion ill favour of the freedom of the African 
race, was followed up by a circular from 
lord Bathurst, dated the ‘2Sth, to the go- 
vernors of the West India islands, contain- 
ing various suggestions for bettering the 
condition of the negroes. 

‘J4. The French entered Madrid. 

3U. Rebuilding of Loudon- bridge deter- 
mined on by the court of common council. 
'Fhe estimated expense 300,000/. ; inclu- 
sive of the approaches, 700,000/. 

June 1. Some quarries of white and 
green marble have betii discovered in the 
west of Ireland ; the first is said to be su- 
perior for sculpture to Italian marl»le. 

Kxulmation, — David Morrison sen- 
tence d to seven years’ banishment by the 
Scotch court of justiciary, for violating 
8e{uilchres. On his trial Dr. Barclay, a 
teacher of anatomy, ileposed that some 
bodies became deconipose<l in a few days, 
others lasted niucii longer ; in some the 
features could net he known iu 4b hours, 
while in others they might be recognised 
lor a week ; hut iniich uepeuded oti the 
previous illness. In three weeks a subject 
becomes unfit for the pur|Kjses of dissection. 
In two weeks the outer skin comes otf ; 
with it the nails and the hair would be 
loose, but marks on the body might be 
identified. Relatives frequently mistaken 
in the bodies they claimed ; and one in- 
stance he knew where a body, made of 
leather, was insisted on as being the one 
they were in search of. 

2. A counter-revolution effected at Lis- 
bon by the military, he.uU'd l)ydoii Miguel, 
Si'cond son of the king, W'ho is re-esta- 
blished in absolute power. The cortes se- 
parated, having previously rlrawii up a 
protest against any change in the constitu- 
tion of the year lb2J. 

10, The primitive methodi.st.s, or ** rant- 
ers,” cause great disturbances at Shrews- 
bury. 

1 1. A bill passed a third reading in the 
house of commons, by a majority of eight, 
for repiaiing the regulatioius by which 
magistrates are empowered to fix the 
wages of the ^ital fields silk-weavers. 
The masters were in favour of the repeal, 
the journeymen against it. Owing to the 
op|)Osttion of the lord-chancellor, the bill 
Was lost for the session, tliough supported 
hy the earl of Liverjiool. 

18. Meeting at the London-tavern, in 
fiivour jf Srpanish independence ; Mr, 


Lambton subscribed 1000/., and sir F« 
Burdett 500/. The common council of 
London voted 1000/. for the same cause, 
and 1000/. to aid the Greeks. 

25. A horrid tragedy occurred in Lon- 
I dou. A dissolute student of law, named 
Abel Griffiths, being reproved by his father, 
who refused further supplies, the former 
seized a brace of loaded pistols, and first 
shooting his parent, then shot himself. 
The parricide was buried in the cross-road, 
and was the last so interred, the act alter- 
ing the mode of interment of suicides re- 
ceiving the royal assent in the ensqiiig 
month. 

Ju/y 4. A petition presented to tho 
house of lords, signed hy 200 ministers 
and 20^00 persons, against the prosccutiun 
of writings against the Christian religion. 

10. The French loan of 23,1 14, jib of 
rentes, obtained hy Rothschild, Brothers 
and Co., at the rate of 87 f. 7.j c. for every 
100 of rentfu. 

15. Temple of St. Paul's, at Home, de- 
stroyed hy fire, from sparks of a chafing- 
dish. used by plumbers, falling on the 
timber of tlie roof. 

Kngagemcnt with the French before 
Corunna, when sir R. Wilsort and colonel 
Light, who, with general (^uiroga. le<l 
on the Spanish constitutionalists, were 
wounded. 

It «ippears that jiroperty in the M'est 
Indies, within the last three years, has 
fiilleu one-half or one-third in value. 

19. Parliament prorogued by commis- 
sion. The nourishing cuiiditioii of all 
branches of commerce and manufactures, 
aufl the great abatement in the dilficulties 
of the agriciiltuiist.s, were dwelt upon in 
the royal speecli. During the session Jtill 
bills received the royal assent, 96 being 
public an<l 17.3 private: 17tiU |ietitions were 
presented to the house uf commons, uad 
20 select cwinmitteea were up|N)inted. 

28. Several inquests held at the jwni- 
teiitiary, Milbank ; 400 persons taken into 
the infirmary. .A too rigid discipline in 
respect of diet and confinement the as- 
signeil causfs. 

Atuj. .3. S, Ilorrocks. M. P. for Preston, 
nearly assaNsinated with a cleaver, by a 
lunatic and discontented cotton-spinner. 

H. Daring burglary at Laiiibeth-palace j 
the thieves were disappointed of their 
prey, as the archbishop, before leaving 
town, had sent eight chests of plate to his 
silversmith’s for security. The same gang 
atti-rnpted Lamlieth church adjoining, on 
the loth, hut here, t(M», they were disap- 
pointed, the church plate not being on the 
premiaes. 

Died, in his 83rd year, Pius VIL, a 
mild and Christian character, who had 
governed tho Roman catholic church up- 
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wards of 23 years. Ills holiness always 
di8|)eiised with the ceremony of kissing; the 
^reat toe when an Kuglishman was pre- 
sented to him ; it was commuted into a 
cordial and affectionate embrace. 

28. Meeting of bankers and merchants 
to consider the practicability of forming a 
chamber of commerce in London. 

31. The French surprise and carry the 
Trocadero, a small island in the harbour of 
Cadiz. 

Sept, 9. Sale of the splendid furniture 
and rarities of Mr. Beckford, at Foiithill- 
iibbey^ began and lasted eleven days. 

11. Dkatii of Davjd KicaudO) M. P. — 
This gentleman was in his 52d year, and 
died of inflammation of the brain, arising 
from an abscess in the ear. He had re- 
cently ac(piired c«ilebrity as a writer and 
speaker on 8nl)je( ts of political economj', 
and was much esteemed for his conciliatory 
manners. Ilis father was a Dutch mer- 
chant and stockbroker, and younc; Ricardo 
was educated in Holland, though born in 
London, lor the same pursuits. Displeasing 
his parent, who was a Jew, by an early 
marriage witli a qu.ikeress,he was left very 
much to his own resources: his probity 
and industry, however, obtained him assist- 
ance auiung his fathers cuntiexions, and 
he became 4a member of the stock ex- 
change. Here his mathematical turn, 
shiewdiiess, and intelligence, found appro- 
priate exerci.se, and he rapidly accumulated 
immense wealth. As a member of parlia- 
ment Mr. Ricardo's course was independent, 
and on ipiestions of currency, finance, and 
commerce, he was listened to with de- 
ference by all parlies. By his clear and 
eomprehen'.ive reasonings he helped to 
cuntirin in the legislature those liberal 
ideas of mercantile policy that had been 
advocated by the leading whigs, and had 
been recently adoptetl by a portion of the 
ministry. HiS "*-V|:inciples of Political 
Kcouomy and Taxatldn” were highly ap- 
plauded oil their tirst appearance, as con- 
taining a new revelation of economical 
truths ; but subsequently an opinion l>egan 
to prevail that the author, by a logic too 
abstract, had been led into some Lilacics 
concerning rent, tithe, wages, and profits, 
and that Adam Smith’s aiiteceilent expo- 
sition of those topics was substantially 
im assail able. 

12. London-hridge omniittee determine 
to build the new bridge on a now site, but 
as near as possible to the old one, which 
Will be left standing till the new bridge is 
finishiMl. 

19, A proclamation, giving currency to 
double sovereign.s or two-pouiid pieces. 

Oct, 3. Invasion of Sfain.— The sur- 
render, after a short resistance ou the 3rd, 
vf Cadiz, the cradle/* os it w^s cpusi- 


dered, of liberty, terminated with a sort of 
iniquitous eclat the interference of the 
French in the affairs of Spain. In five 
months, without meeting any resistance of 
consequence, they had overrun the country 
from the Pyrenees to the Straits of Gi- 
braltar. Their progress was facilitated by 
the treachery of the Spanish generals— 
Abisbal, Morillo, and Ballosteros ; Mina 
was almost the only chief who was true to 
the patriot cause, and who, after receiving 
an amnesty for his followers, retired into 
England. The cortes, who liad carried 
along with them, much against his inclina- 
tion, Ferdinand, from Madrid to Cadiz, 
hlierated him on the 1st instant ; when ho 
forthwith issued a proclamation, annulling 
all the acts of the constitutional govern- 
ment from March, 1820. The proceedings 
of the cortes had not been free from faults; 
they had evinced a want of energy, of 
practical ideas, and unanimity ; while on 
the other hand they had had great diffi- 
culties to contend against in the ignorance 
of the peasantry, and their bondage to the 
priesthood, and the treacherous intrigues of 
the French ultras. Only part of the French 
army evacuated the Peninsula in the 
course of the year ; 40,000 men retaining 
possession of the fortresses, to guard agaiust 
reaction. 

29. Captain Parry arrived off Shetland, 
from his exploratory voyage to the Polar 
regions. He had failed in the chief object 
of the expedition ; and, owing to the im- 
happy selection of his course, did not pro- 
ceed so far west, by twenty, nor north by 
ten degrees, as on his former voyage. 
O.dy five men were lost by illness and 
accidents tluring the voyage. 

. The three grand musical festivals, held 
within the month at Birmingham, York, 
and Gloucester, produced the large sum of 
30.500/. 

Nuv, 7. Riego, the Spanish constitutional 
general, hung on a gibbet of extraordinary 
height at Madrid. He met death with 
firmness, but ascended the ladder with 
difficulty, in consequence of the swelling 
of his legs, owing to the fetters he had 
worn since his arrest. 

17. Convention signed at Vienna for 
the settlement of the Austrian loan, by 
which the emperor agreed to pay 2,500,000/. 
in satisfaction of the whole British 
claims. 

Dzatii of Thomas Loud Ekskine. — 
This accomplished advocate died ou the 
1 7th, in Scotland, where he was born in 
1750. He was the third and youngest son 
of the tenth earl of Buchan, and was edu- 
cated at Edinburgh. The poverty of his 
family rendering a profession necessary, he 
tried first the navy then the army, and 
did not enter on his legal studies till his 
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twenty-sixth year. Ills success at the bar 
was immediate^ and without probation : he 
was soon in |X)ssession of the best second 
business in the court of king's bench, that 
is of the business in which the lead is not 
given to counsel who are not yet arrived at 
the dignity of a silk-gown. This distinc- 
tion he obtained in 1783, five years after 
being called to the bar. Special retainers 
now poured in upon him ; he had soon 
sixty-six of these off his circuit, each en- 
dorsed with a fee of 300 guineas. {Life of 
Wiiherfurce^ ii. 164.) lie was in all the 
great legal causes of the time — of Carnan, 
the bookseller, admiral Keppel, Warren 
Hastings, the dean of St. Asaph, and the 
state trials of 1794. Krskine was by nature 
an orator ; ready, acute, bold, imaginative, 
with varied powers of elocution ; a melo- 
dious voice and fine person, combined with 
manners singularly bland, courteous, and 
respectful. His eloquence, however, was 
of a kind that is now rarely heard at the 
English bur, and ()erhaps is not the most 
appropriate to a court of justice; consisting 
in its leiading characteristics of fanciful 
allusions, sentimental appeals, exclama- 
tions, and profusion of ornament. He was 
a strenuous vindicator of the constitu- 
tional rights of juries; and it was to them, 
rather than the intelligence on the bench, 
his most successful forensic efforts were 
addressed. As a senator his abilities and 
knowledge were secondary j nor did he ac- 
quire enduring celebrity as a political writer. 
He was the author, however, of a pamphlet 
on the French war of 1793, to which he was 
strenuously oj)posed, that speedily ran 
through forty-eight editions, owing pro- 
bably to his great professional repute. The 
time lord Krskiuc held the great seal was 
too brief to afford a conclusive test of judi- 
cial ability. His public career terminated 
with the Grenville ministry, (hit off' from 
the einoliiment.s of the bar by the etiquette 
of a peerage, ami with a pension barely 
adequate to its supjiort, the rest of his life 
was ** bound iii storms and shallows," — 
wasted in sai(»on8 and soirees, in garrulous 
vanity, and abortive aspirations to literary 
distinction. 

Dec, 27. Plymouth dock having greatly 
inci eased in size, is, at the desire of the 
inhabitants, called Devoriport," and an 
orde** to that effect appeared in 'fhe 
Oax^f'e. 

In the course of this year several streets 
in London were Inroken up and le-paved 
with granite, broken in small angular 
piecee, according to the suggestion of Mr. 
MAdam. 

The king presented to the nation the 
library of Geom III. utBuckingham-hoiise, 
consisting of 120,000 volumes. 

Dm iOci^X of arts presented Mr. Cob- 


bett with large silver medal, for the dis- 
covery of a plat from English grass, which 
it was thought would supersede Leghorn. 

Mr. Bradley has shown that a pair of 
sparrows, during the time they have their 
young to feed, destroy on an average every 
week 3360 caterpillars. 

Annual Ouiiuahy. — Edward Jenner, 
M.D., 76, the discoverer of vaccination. 
John Julius Angerstein, 91, celebrated un- 
der-writer, and patron of the fine arts. M rs. 
Anne Kadcliffe, 62, author of the Mys- 
teries of Udolpho," and other romances of 
great ephemeral popularity. Near Lau- 
sanne, John Philip Kemble, 66, eminent 
tragedian. Admiral viscount Keith, 76. 
Sir Islay Campbell, 89, late ]»re8ident of 
the court of session, who presided at the 
trials in 179.3, for high treason. Profes.sor 
Christian, chief justice of Ely, and legal 
writer: he first established the claim of 
the universities to eleven copies of cveiy 
new publication. Joseph Nollekins, U..\., 
86, an eminent sculptor, who by habits ot 
strict parsimony amassed 301), 000/. At 
Paris, colonel Thornton, 60, a celebrated 
sportsman of Yorkshire. Sylvester Douglas 
lord Glenbervic, 80, an Irish ptn*r, well 
known in official life, ainl translator of the 
first cantos of “ Ricciardetto," with notes. 
At Irthington, H. Bowman, 1 18, a husliand- 
man, who did not marry till he was oO, 
and then had six sons but no daughters. 
Win. Coombe, 83, author of “Tour of Dr. 
Syntax,*’ &c. John Uojh* earl of Hope- 
toun, a distinguished commander in the 
war of the Peninsula. Robert Bloomfield, 
57, author of the “ Farmer’s Boy," X:c. 
Matthew Baillie, M.l)., 63, physician to 
the late king, and eminent mediral writer. 
At Gato, on his %vay to Timbuctoo, Bel 
zoni, the enterprising traveller: he was a 
native of Padua, and well known in London 
by his stature, which was above six leet 
and a half. At Magdtdmrg, a voluntary 
exile, since the restoration of the Bonrbuu!i, 
M. (’ariiot, one of the must honest ai.d 
able of the French republicans. AtRocle 
etts, near Brentford, John Jervis earl 
St. Vincent, 89. admiral of the fleet, whose 
fame is identified with the naval victory 
of February 14, 1797. 

A.V. 1824. PHOseEUXTY AND Sl»KtOI.A- 
TioN. — The present period may be aptly 
compareri to the year 1768, when internal 
(leace, unexampled prosperity, and the 
Lank and influence of the nation abroad 
formed the exulting theme of contemporary 
writers and future historians. The public 
hemisphere apjieared without cloud, and it 
was iin|>oxHihle but to look forward to suc- 
ccs^ve years of augmented glory, increas- 
ing opulence, and unrivalled domestic ini 
provements. Even country gentlemen had 
ceased to complain, and agriculture, by * 
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rise iu the price of wheat of full 30 per 
cent.| since 1822, had entirely recovered 
from its previous depression. This im- 
provement was effected without legislative 
expedients) which at best could only have 
afibrded temporary relief, by the sacrifice 
of other interests of the community. The 
improvement ot the landed interest was the 
natural consequence of the general iin- 
provtunent in the condition of other classes. 
While the cultivators of the soil enjoyed a 
comparative monopoly of the home>market, 
it was impossible but thriving manufac- 
tures, increasing population, and a growing 
foreign trade, should relieve them from 
embarrassments. Such was the natural 
remedy of the agricultural dUtresaes ; it 
resulted from an augmented power of con. 
humpiion in the people, that enabled them 
liot only to consume more, but to give a 
liijjher price for the produce of the soil. 
A diminution in public burdens also contri- 
bnted to the relief of the farmeis, and the 
dillusion of general comfort and prosperity. 
Twenty mdlionsof taxes had been repealed 
si;iee the peace, which augmented the in- 
comes of uidividiiaNy and the means of 
industrial activity. Public prosperity was 
evidenced in the abundance of capital, and 
consequent low rate of interest. Tne bank 
of I'liigland reduced the rate of interest on 
advances, and other great companies fol- 
lowed the example. In the course of the 
year interest in the money-market had 
fallen one-half, which induced capitalists 
to seek foreign investments. There was 
scarcely a state in the Old or the New 
World to which loans were nut advanced 
by this ct)uutry ; in France, Spain, Por- 
tugal, and South America, hardly a ship or 
soldier was put in motion, or a mining ad- 
venture entered upon, without the aid of 
English capital. At home a gaiubliug 
spirit of speculation arose under the pre- 
text of schemes for the employment of 
money'. Every morning gave birth to one 
or more new projects. Table-beer, ale, and 
milk-companies ; steam-navigation, bunk- 
ing, and insurance companies of various 
kinds ; washing, baking, and new dock 
Companies were a few of the endless .a- 
rieties under which new and highly-pro- 
mising speculations were constantly issuing. 
Many devices afloat were so obviously in- 
tended to entrap the unwary, that the legis- 
lature interfered to guard the public against 
their unprincipled contrivers. A resolution | 
passed the house of lords declaring that no ' 
bill for the purpose of incorporating any 
joint-stuck company would be read a se- 
cond time till two-thirds of the proposed 
capital of the company had been actually 
aabseribe<l. This checked gambling in the 
shure-muiket. Amongst the various pro- 
jects started some useful bodies were incur- 
po*‘ated, of which the plan embraced public 


works of utility, but they formed a small 
proportion to the mass of delusive or frau- 
dulent devices, in which a vast amount of 
real or fictitious capital was lv>st or locked 
up in inconvertible enterprises, yielding 
little or precarious, and distant returns of 
profit. 

Jan, 1. Austrian loan of 2,500,000^. 
brought into the market. The price at 
which subscribers receive their shares is 
82 per cent., to he paid in five instalments. 

Iturbide, ex-emperor of Mexico, arrived 
in England. About six months after he 
returned to South America, leaving his 
children in this country, but was arrested 
at Soto la Molina, and shot, which ter- 
minated his rash attempt to recover his 
throne. 

Alexander of Russia has testified his 
approval of the invasion of Spain, by 
transmitting the grand cross of the order 
of St. Andrew to Chauteaubriand, the 
ultra foreign minister, and strenuous ad- 
viser of that enterprise, omitting V'illele, 
president of the council. 

5. Tuiai. ok Thurtell and Hunt. — 
The trial of these men, at lieriford, for the 
murder of William Wearc, excited great 
interest, owing to its perfidious and rutfian 
circumstances. Mr. Weare was a gambler, 
and connected by similarity of pursuit 
with Thurtell, Hiint, and Probert. Hunt 
was a public singer, and had kept a ta- 
vern j Probert had been a wme-merchant i 
John Thurtell was the son of a respectable 
alderman of Norwich, and had recently 
ueen the public as witness iu au 

action brought by his brother against an 
insuraiice-utiiee for the recovery of the loss 
he had sustained by the burning of his 
silk-warehouse. The murder wiis perpe- 
trated on the 24th of last October, in Ciills- 
lane, two or three miles from Klstree. On 
that day Thurtell had invited Weare down 
to Probert’s cottage, to take the diversion 
of shooting ; on their way ihither, in a gig, 
Thurtell, in a solitary part of the lane, diew 
out a pistol and fired in the face of his 
unsuspecting compauion, which failing of 
its purpose, W eare leaped out of the chaise, 
and was followed by Thurtell, who not- 
withstanding his cries for mercy despatched 
him by thrusting the bairel of the pistol 
into bis head, and turning it round in his 
brain. Probert and Hunt were ])rivy to 
the intended murder, and sharetl some of 
the plunder of the unfortunate man at the 
cottage of Probert, where they all met 
after the murder: in the course of the 
night they went into the lane, put the 
body of Weare in a sack, and fiung it into 
a iHUid. The first day of the trial was 
almost entirely spent in hearing evidence, 
when the court adjourned till the next, at 
the request, of Thurtell, who then began 
his defence. It was delivered iu theatrical 



810 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


style, was very bombastic, stuffed with 
false sentiment, and concluded with a so- 
lemn asseveration of innocence. Hunt's 
defence was read for him, and his feeble- 
ness formed a strong^ contrast with the 
unabashed demeanour of his accomplice. 
The jury found both guilty. Thurtell be- 
tween sentence and execution admitted 
that justice had been done to him ; he met 
<leath with the same hardihood he had 
committed the murder. Iluut^a punish- 
ment was commuted for transportation for 
life, on the ground of some promise held 
out to him by the committing magistrate ; 
Frohert was admitted king's evidence, and 
escaped for thiii time. 

8. At a prize-tight for 600 guineas, be- 
tween Spring ami Lungaii, on the Worcester 
race-course, at which 40,000 people are 
supposed to have been present, a scaffold 
gave way, by which one person was kilted 
and several were wounded. 

0. Will of lord Krskiue registered in the 
prerogative court j the personalty sworn 
under 1000/. 

16. The arduous operation of removing 
the thigh at the hip-joint jwrformed at 
(iuy's hospital, fur the first time, by sir 
.•Vsiiey Cooper, in the presence of some of 
the surgeons and studentsuf the institution* 
The limb was removed in the space of 20 
minutes, the securing the arteries and 
dressing occupied IT) more; the whole was 
coinpieted lu .35 minutes. During the 
operation the patient was extremely faint; 
but some wine being given him and fresh 
air admitted, he recovered. 

24. A Latin MS. by Milton discovered 
ill the state- paper ofKce. The .subject is 
religiouH, and fills 73.') pages, many of 
them closely written, and believed to be in 
the hand-writing of the poet’s nephew, 
Fliillips, with interlineations in a ditterent 
liaiid. The situation which Milton held of 
Latin secretary to Ooniwell accounts for 
such discovery in the state-paper otfice. 

Feb. 1. Died, in his Z.Sth year, at Chel- 
tenham, the reverend sir Hkmky Batb 
Dlui.et, prebemiary of Kly, and magis- 
trate for four counties in Ireland, and seven , 
in England. This geiitlernuii e.stablished 
Xh^ AJorninff I*oii and the Mormnff Herald^ 
the latter in 1780, tlie former a few years 
previously. He was one of the must original 
and enterprising spirits of his time, and 
the a tociate of Garrick, Colmao, iioiifiel 
Thornton, Cumberland, and other wits, 
aiHl himself the author of several theatrical 
piecea. As a table companion he hod few 
equals; even the judges sometimes lost 
their gravity at his saliieH, which were 
rarefy ofTensivif. About fifty years ago he 
obtained much notoriety hy his duels with 
Mr. Bowes, the husband of the countess of 
Htfsthroofe, and captain Story. (See Jan. 
1776 ») It it a singular fact that one of 


the ladies about whom parson Bate, as he 
was called, quarrelled, was the beautiful 
Mrs. Hartley, an actress, wlio died at 
Woolwich the same day with himself. 
We know no similar coincidence, except in 
the deaths of two very dissimilar characters, 
namely, of the two American presidents. 

3. Parliament opened by commission, 
owing to the king's indisposition. The 
royal speech was highly congratulatory on 
the general prosperity and the order pre- 
valent among all classes of the community. 
The appointment of consuls to the new 
states of South America was admitted, and 
the subject of the slave-population in the 
Went Indies adverted to in guarded terms. 
Addresses passed in both houses iitiaiii 
mously. 

4. A convention between Britain and 
Austria laid upon the table of the house uf 
cuminuns, by wliicli the former agrei'd to 
accept 2,500,000/. as a final compensation 
tor clainuH on the latter power, amounting 
to 30,000,000/. 

A subterraneous labyrinth discovered 
near St. (lileHVgate, N<»twich, containing 
marine shells. 

5. Mr, Wiiberforcc, after being elected 
six times for the county of York, ami 
nearly 40 years its popular representative, 
retired from parliament. The care of his 
* blaek clients," as George HI. used to 
term them, and whom he had b ng faith- 

ally served without fee, he consigned to 
Fowell Buxton, M.P, 

6. Missionary John Smith died in tlie 
g.iul of Deinerara, where he was waiting 

he decision of the British ministry on his 
sentence of death for high treason, in ex- 
citing the negroes to rebellion. The royal 
{lardoii arrived while the unfortunate man 
was ill the agonies uf death. 

10. From the ipiarterly return uf the 
coroner of Manchester, it appeared ti.at 
out of the numerous cases of death 20 
^ad been owing to intern perance, and 26 
;o drowning, caused by the effects of in- 
oxicatioii. 

Samples of wheat, for which this lime 
last year only .'Mi. |)er cpiarter were offered, 
were sold at (yunterbury-inarket at bOi, per 
tpiarter. 

20. Prospectus of a loan of 800,000/. for 
he aid of the (vreeks brought out under 
he sanction of the Greek committee. 

A musical phenomenon appeared in the 
person of George Aspull, a child only eight 
years old, who jHuformed the most ilitKcult 
pieces of Kalbreniier, Moscheles, and 
Czerny, with great ease and appropriate 
execution. He likewise sings ballads to 
his own accompaniineiit on the jiiaiio, in a 
voic^weak, owing to his youth, hut with 
peculiar taste and delicate expression. 

22. A bill brought forward by Mr. reel 
settles the point that prisoners cannot be 
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compelled to labour on the tread-wheel 
before trial and conviction^ 

23. Mr. Robinson brings forward the 
annual builget, portraying in glowing 
terms the general prosperity, and pointedly 
reprobating the notion of the inability of 
an iinreformed parliament to redeem the 
country from its diihcuUies. He announced 
bis intention of reducing the interest of 
tlie four per cent, stock to three and , 
a half per cent., by which a saving of 
375,000/. a>ycar would bo effected to the 
public. 

26. Fire at Pickford's wharf, occasioned 
by the bursting of a bottle of inflammable 
lupnd, to which a light had been incau- 
tiously brouglit ill contact. Damages esti- 
mated at 30,1)00/. 

The flourishing state of Manchester is 
evidenced by tlie fact that 16,000/. has 
been subscribed towards the literary insti- 
tution of that town. 

March 2. Revolt of the pacha of Eg}'pt, 
who had been dispatched by the Turkish 
government against the Greeks. Patras 
surrendered to the Greeks. The first ntim- 
her of a new8[<aper in modern Greek has 
arrived in Kiigland. The type was sent 
from this country, by thetireek committee. 

5. Public meeting to erect a momiineut, 
by subscription, to Dihdin. the naval song- 
writer, who die<l in indigence. 

•S. Sii.K Xkauk.— House of commons re- 
solved, on tlie motion of Mr. Iluskihsuii, 
to reduce the duties on the importation of 
raw silk., and that after July 5, 1826, the 
importation of iiianufuctiired silk goods 
should he allowed on the payment of a 
duty of .30 per cent. The .substitution of 
a prohibitory duty for tlie absolute prohi- 
bition of foreign silk goods tended to the 
prosperity tif the silk trade, though much 
opposed by the weavers. Prior to thiS 
change the trade hud been subject to con- 
stant fluctuation, and in the absence of 
foreign competition no improvements had 
been introduced into the manufacture. 
It had been the must protected of any 
branch of industry, and had thriven the 
least. The reduction of duty on raw .silk 
brought the manufactured article ino. e 
within the reach of the poorer classes, and 
le.ss subject to changes of fashion than 
when Confined to the use of tlie rich. Em- 
ploy nieut in consequence, after the incon- 
veniences of the trai^ Ition state had been 
surmounted, became more uniform and 
less liable to sudden alternations of pros- 
perity and distress. 

9. An important document receiverl from 
Mexico. It is a decree of the constitu- 
tional congress of Mexico, which declares 
that “ the Mexican nation adopts for its 
government the forms of a representative 
federal republic.” 

According to an account presented to 


the house of commons, the average amount 
of public money in tbe hands of the bank 
of England last year was 5,526,63.5/. The 
profit of the hank, at 3 per cent, (the rate 
which government pays them for the loan 
of their capital of 15 millions), is there- 
fore upwards of 16.5,769/., in its capacity 
of hanker to the public departments. 

10. The niece of lord Bathurst, while 
riding near the banks of the Tiber, at 
Rome, was suddenly thrown into the river 
by tho falling of her horse, and drowned. 

11. Public attention excited by the 
aflair of Mr. Battier, late of the 10th hus- 
sars. Jt appears to be the practice of tlie 
officers of the 10th “to recruit among 
themselves.*’ that is, to admit no stranger 
into the regiment except he be of their 

housing. Mr. Battier, who had obtained 
a cornetcy from the duke of York, without 
having pass.d this ordeal, was in conse- 
quence sent to Coventry, and refused the 
acknowledgments usual among gentlemen. 
The result was that Mr. Battier was ob- 
liged to retire on half-pay, which he subse- 
quently forfeited by sending a challenge 
to the marquis of Londonderry, colonel of 
the regiment. 

15, All address to the king to acknow- 
ledge the independence of the South Ame- 
rican states, was moved in the lords by the 
marquis of Lansdowiie. It was a subject, 
he said, of the utmost importance, involv- 
ing the interests of 21 millions of people, 
containing within themselves all the eh- 
ments of future greatness and strength. 
Lord Liverpool concurred in the principles 
of tho marquis, hut differed as to the ap- 
plication of them. Address negatived by 
95 to 34. 

16. Mr. Canning brought forward the 
ministerial plan for bettering the condition 
of the slave-population. It consisted of an 
experimental attempt, liniite<l to the island 
of Trinidad, and did not answer the ex- 
]>ectatious of Mr. Buxton, the leatlor of the 
emancipationists, 

22. The collection of pictures of the late 
Mr. Angersteiii, thirty-eight in number, 
purchased by government for .57,000/., as 
the nucleus of a national gallery. Sir (L 
Beaumont liberally gave his pictures for 
the same purpose. 

28. On this and the preceding Suiulny 
a gentleman named Robert Taylor, for- 
merly a minister of the established church, 
lectured in support of Deism, in a jdacc 
lately used as a theatre, in Grafton-street, 
Dublin. He harangued the audience from 
a stage, dressed in canonicals. It passed 
off quietly the first time, hut on the secimd 
exhibition he was compelled to retreat be- 
hind the scenes. 

It is said that ten admirals have died 
every year during the last ten years. The 
dry-rot in the shipping, aud mortality 
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among naval commanders, forming alarm- 
iug symptoms of decline in maritime 
power. 

The standards of weights of foreign 
countries, which were lately transmitted to 
England by the British consuls, to be com- 
pared with our own, have been deposited 
ut the mint, in the tower. 

Pauis. — The annual average of rainy 
days in Paris is 1«4. The period of great- 
est mortality is March and April, of the 
least August and J uly. The greatest num- 
ber of marriages take place in May, the 
smallest in March and January. Of every 
hundred works published in Paris, 68 re- 
late to the belles lettres, history, or politics; 
20 to the sciences and arts ; and 12 to the- 
ology and jurisprudence. 

April 1. On the appointment of lord 
Gitfbrd to he iniister of the rolls, it has 
been stated there is no precerlent a peer 
tilling that office ; there is, however, a pre- 
cedent for it in the person of lord Bruce, a 
Scutch peer, who came from Scotland with 
James I., and tilled that office to the time 
of his death. 

At Wexford assizes one of the jury could 
not agree with his brethren to a verdict ot 
acquittal, when the following stratagem 
was resorted to. The oisseutieiit wrote 
down *• guilty,*’ then retired, and his bro- 
ther jurors added “wo/.*’ 

4. Will of Luke White proved, whereby 
lie left 30,000/. a-year real estate, and 
100,000/. in money, to his widow and off- 
spring, after spending 200,000/. ui elections. 
To hiH eldest son, who had offended him, 
he left only .'iUOU/. a-year. Karly in life, 
lie had lived by hawking books about the 
streets. 

10. Death of Lord Byron. — This 
highly-gifted nobleman was born in 1788, 
ill I.ondoiiy and expired al Missolunghi, 
having generuiKsly brought the influence 
of his renown, his fortune, and his person, 
to aid in the cauM* of Grecian iijde|>«rideiice. 
liis lord.ship’s first public<Aioii, under the 
title of ** Hours of Idleness, ’ was not 
favourably received. Thr Edinburgh lit- 
vif^wert, who wielded the critical sceptre 
with great force, describtd the poetry of 
the “ young lonl" as of a kind which nei- 
thi r gods nor men can tolerate. It is likely 
that the youthful aspirant — for he was tfieu 
a iiiiuor — being robust enough in intellect to 
out ive this Scotch discipline, that it ope- 
rated more favourably in the future deve- 
lopment of bis powers than if he had 
received indiscriminate and undeserved 
praise. Accordingly hts next publication 
exhibited a marvellous improvement — 
originality, iinaginalioii, strength, charac- 
ter, and much b«*auty of composition. 
Prom the time of the publication of the 
first two cantos of Childe Harold's Fit - 1 
>» Byron became a sub- 


i 'ect of almost European concernment. 
Cvery fresh production of his pen was 
looked forward to with impatience, was 
read with avidity, interested all hearts, and 
occupied almost all literary journalists in 
the analysis of its merits. The interest 
excited by his genius was heightened by 
his eccentricity; his contempt for esta- 
blished opinions and institutions ; his 
pride and misanthropy ; his unhappy mar- 
riage and separation ; his reckless dissipa- 
tion ; his wanderings in the East, and vo- 
luntary exile from England. After a brief 
but intoxicating career he perished un- 
timely, ere he had explored a very wide 
and diversified field of literary glory. 
Possessing a noble thirst for fame, an 
intense and glowing soul, an intellect 
acute, energetic, active, and observinir, it 
is impossible to divine what he might have 
become had length of days been vuuch- 
safeil to him. As it is be has left splen- 
did remains, often debased by affectation, 
tawdiiness, and extravagance, liis dramas 
were failures, the rest are fragineiits drawn 
from the well-spring of liis own iniial; 
pel sonificat ions of bis own real or would- 
be characters, and not very inviting plulo- 
sophy. One besetting siii does, and al- 
ways ought to detract from the interest oi 
his poetical creations — they want mural 
btautij. All his characters aic unatiiiable ; 
they lurc proud, vindictive, sensual, scorii- 
ful, selfish, Satanic beings ; there is also a 
want of truth and keeping iii them ; for 
though depicted us possessing .stieiigih, 
energy, devotedness, and fiiielity, they 
must, us creatures of mere auiniul pa.ssion 
and impulse, have been weak, fickie, vam, 
and inconstant, lii.s lordship was a good 
satirist ; he had the scorn, li.ite, and eiivi- 
oiisncss of one. In high life, in purticul.ii 
he was a regular Mepliistupheles, with 
very alarming yniwers of suggestion and 
penetiatiuii. The poet married, in 181 j, the 
only daughter of sir Ralph Milbanke Noel, 
with a large fortune, which he sooiispe.it, 
By this lady he had an only child and 
heiress. He was succeeded in his title and 
estates by his cousin, captain Byron, of the 
navy. 

Moy 1. An entire skeleton of a mam- 
moth discovered at Ilford, in Essex. Jt 
lay buried at the depth of sixteen feet, in 
a quarry of diluvial loam and clay, used 
for bricks. 

12. For a wager of 600 guineas six 
officers of the guards rowed from Oxford 
to Whitehall, in a six-oared boat, against 
wind Hud tide, in five hours and forty five 
minutes, 

, 1 5. An inquest held on a man at 

, chSier, whose death was caused by siifto- 
cution, from a spontaneous eulargemeiit o 
the tongue. The deceased was in eveiy 
respect nealthy^ it II witbia about twcii y 
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Iionrs of Ills diggolution^ when he com* 
jihiiiied of a goreiiegs on his tongue, and 
said he thought it was swelling, which 
proved to be the case, and it continued to 
enlarge, until, in spite of all medical aid, 
it reached such an enormous size us to 
cause death by suffocation. The body 
was opened, but not the slightest cause 
could be found for this extraordinary ma> 
lady. 

25. Mr. Harris, accompanied by a fe< 
mule named Stocks, ascended in a balloon 
from the City-road. After pursuing their 
course in safety some time, on endeavour- 
ing to let out the gas for their descent, 
some impediment prevented the re-closing 
of the valve, and the too rapid escape ol 
the air precipitated them to the earth, near 
Croydon. The man was killed by being 
dashed against a tree, and the female was 
dreadfully stuniied, but recovered. 

31. Earl Grey brought forward, in the 
lords, the petition of the roman catholics 
of Irelancl. The catholic body had now 
altcre<l their complaints; they no longer 
placed emancipation in the front of their 
grievances, but demanded, as more im- 
portant preliminaries, a reform in the tem- 
poralities of the jirotestant church, a better 
regulation of juries, and the disfranchise- 
ment of municipal corporations. A petition 
of similar import was presented by Mr. 
Brougham, in the commons. Both the 
peer and commoner expressed their dis- 
sent from the new claims of the catholics. 

June 1. Mr. Brougham moved for an 
inquiry into tlie proceedings at Demerara 
against misvionary Smith : they had drawn 
forth luiiiierous petitions, and exciterl 
much commiseration for the sufferer; but 
after a debate of two days the motion was 
negatived. 

7. Five of Carlile’s shopmen sentenced 
to various terms of imprisonment, from 
three years to six mouths, for selling 
Paine''g *• Age of Reason.” 

11. Sir W. I'ongrcve's rocket-factory, at 
West Ham, exploded. The explosion was 
occiUiioned by a spark struck off in nailing 
up a case in the finishing-roum. Two 
lives were lost. 

Project started for forming a ship- canal 
between the Bristol and the British chan- 
nels, to avoid the dangerous navigation 
round the Land's-end. Annual loss of 
lives in effecting tnat passage estimated 
At 200. 

10. A conversation to-day, in tho Old 
Bailey, respecting lawyers’ fees, Mr. Adol- 
phus said, lawyers never returned fees. 
Counsel could not recover fees, and once 
paid they were never returned. The pro- 
fession of tho law was not to be regarded 
on the same footing with a mere tnade.” 
Mr, Alley, on the other side, said, he , 


knew not what the practice of other 
gentlemen might be ; but he pledged his 
honour that he never neglected to return a 
fee if anything prevented him attending to 
the interests of his client.” 

15. Petitions presented from the great 
mercantile houses of London, Leeds, and 
Liverpool, praying for a recognition of the 
independence of the new states of South 
America. 

Meeting at Freemasons -tavern, to erecl 
a monument to James Watt, as a tribute 
of national gratitude, the earl of Liverpool 
in the chair. The king subscribed 500/. 

18. The head of sir Thomas Mure, who 
was executed by Henry 8th, discovered in 
a bux,at St.Duustan's church, Canterbury. 

23. Bank of England resolved to lend 
money, at 4/. per cent, interest, on govern- 
ment securities, or on bank stock ; the 
lowcst^ums advanced to be 5000/. 

Parliament prorogued by the king. The 
session had been popular, and signalized 
by the abandonment of the duty on law 
proceedings, the repeal of the combination 
laws, attempts to consolidate the criminal 
laws, and improve the condition of the 
slave-population. It was also remarkable 
for the absence of party violence, the con- 
ciliatory tone ministers, and the mani- 
festation of a patriotic spirit of national 
improvement. 

Notwithstanding the excellence of the 
instruments, and the talents of the sur 
veyors, it appears from the recent verifica- 
tion of Dr. Tiarks, that as to all places on 
the south coast of England, P'of longitude 
for every 4' of longitude westward ol 
Greenwich, requires to be added to the 
results of the Trigonometrical Survey, in 
order to obtain its true longitude. 

30. Company established at Merton, for 
washing linen by steam. 

War with the Ashantkbs.— Disastrous 
intelligence arrived this month fr4>m the 
British colony at Ca()e Coast Castle. A 
war had commenced with the Ashantecs. 
a nation formidable from their ferocious 
valour, and a certain degree of civilization 
that placed them almost on a level with 
Algerines. Hostilities originated in the 
protection we had afforded to the Faiitees, 
with whom the Ashantees had been at war, 
and driven for shelter into the British set- 
tlement. In the beginning of January 
sir Charles McCarthy, the governor ol 
Sierra Leone, set out to penetrate to 
Coomassie, 250 miles distant, and the 
capital of .\8hantee. Before he had formed 
a junction with major Chisholm, as lut in- 
tended, he was attacked with great fierce- 
ness by the enemy, bis retreat intercepted, 
himself slain, and the greatest part ot his 
force, amounting to 2000 men, were mas- 
sacred or taken prisoners. Emboldened by 
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their success, the Blacks descended to the 
shore, with a full determination to drive 
the English and their native auxiliaries 
into the sea. Hut here they were checked 
by the aid of intrenchmeuts, the strength 
of the castle, and the able dispositions of 
colonel Sutherland. This, however, was 
eHecied with great loss on our part, and in 
July the colony was reduced to extremity, 
when sir John Philliraore arrived, with 
military stores, and a reinforcement. The 
Ashantees retired into their own country, 
threateniug to renew the war in the spring. 

July 1. Thomas Thurtell, brother of the 
murderer, sentenced to two years* imprison- 
meat, for a fraudulent attempt to obtain 
insttrance-nioiiey from the county tire- 
ottice. j 

6. Lord Byron’s will pioved in Doctors’- 
corninons; John Cam Hobhouse and John 
liansun, of ChancerV’lane, executoli, llis 
ptMsonul estate in England sworn under 
lUj.'UO/. The will is dated Jtdy 29, 181a, 
and with the exception of u bequest of 
1000/. each to his lordship’s executors, 
m.idt' solely in favour of Mrs. Leigh, his 
hir<lship*s sister, and her children. A co- 
dicil, dated November 17, 1818, bequeathed 
to Dis executors, in trust, fiOOO/. for the 
lnMu (it of Allegra Byron, an infant, twenty 
iiionths old. whom his lordship had pro- 
tfi ted, to be paid to her at twenty-one years 
of a;»e, “provided she does not marry a 
native of Great Britain.’* 

10. Henry Baring, M. P., recovered 
It ilO/. damages from cajitaiu Webster, in 
a 1 action of trif/i, co/i. Defentlaiit had 
MiiiVred judgment to go by default. 

I J. Herx^ins 6f lord Byron conveyed 
from London, {u lie deposited in Newstt ud 
at/bey. 

Body of James 11. discovered in a leaden 
box, on vlrgging the foimdatiun of a new 
church at Jit. Germain, Pans, 

The b\tmt:y Indiaman, was lost by fire, 
ivlie^ sir Stamford KaiHes, late governor 
' of Beiicoolen, with his family, narrowly 
escaped, with the loss of a valuable col- 
lection in liTtrature and natural history, 
infemled to illustrate the history of Su- 
matra. 

N. The arrival of the king and queen 
of the Sandwich islands caused much 
public interc^it. It was rumoured that tiie 
VO ) ,’70 had been undertaken to obtain the 
)irot< '^iOu of England against the en- 
croaclwi.euts of Hmisia in the .South seas. 
I’hc quicn mifortuoately caught the mea- 
sles, of which she died, which event was 
foMowetl by the death of her consort, four 
<lays after. The bodies of both were sent 
to Owhyhee, to be interred. 

10. A new and improved scale for vic- 
tualling the navy : in addition to the 
» siial allowaucr of meat, vegetables, &c.. 


it includes a portion of wine, beer, and co»- 
fee ; banyan days are abolished, and 2#. per 
month added to the pay, in lieu of spirits. 

New society of Christians formed at 
Manchester, one of whose tenets is to ab- 
stain from animal food, and live entirely 
oil vegetables. Their practice is founded 
on a literal interpretation of the scriptural 
injunction, " Thou shalt not kill.’' 

3. Will of Napoleon, in French 
and English, is registered in Doctors’- 
commons, and a proliate granted to count 
j Monthuioii, one of the executors, his per- 
! sonal efiects in England being sworn under 
I the value of fiOt)/. 

i 13. Loid Giftbrd decided, in the court of 
chancery, that letters written confidentially, 
cannot be published iu this country by tile 
party to whom addressed, without the 
writer’s consent. 

Trade of Rochdale has increased so 
mtuvh that of flannels and baises aboiit 
20«000 pieces of 4b yards each, are manu- 
factured weekly. The activity of the Not- 
tingham traile is without precedent; tbe 
net lace* bought by French dealers, is im- 
meiise. This net* iu France, is iiigenionslv 
worked up with silk or cotton patterns, 
which, when sent back to Kngiund, fetches 
a high price. 

1. This was the hottest day of 
summer ; the thermometer iu the shade, at 
two o’clock, was at b9 degrees Fahrenheit. 
Several horses dropped down in the stagi.s 
from the heat. In lloilaiid the heat wa!» 
memo intense; at the Hague the therma- 
metcr stood at 924 S'hade. 

8. Tbe (jlazeitv witliout a bankrupt. 

16. Died, m his b9th yeur.uud tiie tenth 
of lii-» reiim, Will, of Fraiut'; 

brother of I.KJU is XV 1. , who was lu lieadcfJ. 
and of (diaib s X.. who .-jiicceeded liini, 
and was driven from the throne, and 
uncle of the duke of Berri, who was as- 
sassiriatt'd. Tin? late king possesseil mo'^t 
of the qualities xvfiich in private life con- 
stitute an agreeable companion — an 
amiable temper — coiisiilerable colloquial 
p<iwers — much acquiretl infiirmatioii — 
and a keen icdish of social ••iijoymeiils, 
especially those of the tabd*. iliou.:li 
professedly a good catholic, and paitial 
to the ancient system he evinced, sub- 
soquent to bis wrcoiid n?storation, nmie 
discretion than some of his ultra adviscis 
in his elfbrts to re-establish it. Louis was 
the author of several literary Uifli’S, nl no 
great merit, tfiie an account of hi.s journey, 
or rather flight to Ikihlentz. which 1 alley 
rand characterized as the *<. Journev ot 

T’.equiu. who is always afraid ana al- 
waj%huiigry.” 

23. Died, in his b4th yeai, at his house, 
in Burton- crescent, Major CAKTWHionT, a 
gentletnaii who for hidf a century had la* 
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boured, with preat singleness and liunesty 
of purpose, in the cause of politicul re- 
formation. So early as 1775 he published 
a tract, American Independence the 
Glory and Interest of Great Britain.” He 
founded, with the aid of Dr. Jebb and 
Granville Sharpe, the ‘‘ Society for Con- 
stitutional Information.** During the last 
seven years the Major had taken u leading' 
part among the radicals in the advocacy of 
universal suffrage and annual parliaments. 
He was a reformer on the basis of pre- 
scription, derived from some remote pe- 
riod of Anglo-Saxon history, rather than 
of the natural rights of man. In his last 
moments he expressed his coiilideuce in 
the fuial triumph of his hopes, but said 
that it could only be ‘‘ effected by virtuous 
instrumeiits, which he hoped time would 
supply.*' 

(Jharles X. abolished the censorship 
on the press, wliich made the commence- 
ment of his reign popular. 

Mr. Sadler, in descending with his 
balloon near Blackburn, struck against a 
chimney, and shortly after fell to the 
ground, by which he was killed. 

Oct, 1. New academy in Kdinburgh 
opened ; 400 boys were present. Sir Walter 
Scott, in an able speech, <lilated on the 
advantages of a good education, and 
touched upon the leading features of the 
institution. 

*2. (Uiib of water-drinkers established in 
Lancashire ; tliey sit round a table, on 
wliich is placed a jugof water, from which 
the memhers drink in succession. it 
seems to have been the beginning of tem- 
perance soc.eties. 

Town of W'etherby, the property' of the 
duke of Devonshire, has been sohl in 174 
lots. The English estates of the late mar- 
quis of Ormonde were publicly sohl, beiug 
the largest ever disposed of by auction. 
They were sold in three lots, and produced 
315.800/., exclusive of the timber. 

24, New York papers contain accounts 
of the enthusiastic receptum given to La- 
fayette, on his arrival in that country. The 
veteran republican paid a visit to .loseph 
Buonaparte, at his retreat near Trenton. 

30. Mr. Eauntieroy. a banker, in part- 
nership with Maish, Tracey, and Co., tried 
at the Old Bailey, and found guilty of 
forging a power of attorney for the transfer 
of stoedt. 'fhe case excilctl interest, owing 
to the enormous extent of the forj^ries 
committed — about a quarter yf a million — 
and the respectability of the delinquent. 
An attempt, was made to arrest judgment 
on a point of law, but unsuccessfully. At 
the bar he struck l-y his high-bred appear- 
ance, but failing to obtain pardon his 
courage forsook him, and at the scatifold he 
presented a sod spectacle oi agon/ and 
despair. 


Nov, 8. The Columbus f an American 
timber-ship, of gigantic dimensions, arrived 
in the Thames. It is 300 feet in length, 
50 broad, 30 deep in the hold, and measures 
3900 tons, being upwards of 1000 tuns 
larger than any ship in the British navy. 
It is flat-bottomed, and the bottom two feet 
wider than the deck. This enormous float- 
ing-barge brought over 6300 tons of tim- 
ber, but it was lost on the return voyage. 

23. Lord Chancellor refused an injunc- 
tion to restrain Mr. Fletcher from preaching 
in Albion-chapel, Moorflelds. He had 
been suspended from his functions by the 
synod of the st-cessiou church of Scotland 
for a breach of promise of marriage. 

Gazette contains a notice of an intended 
application to parliament fur a bill to erect 
a superb quay along the north shore of 
the Thames, having a foot and carriage- 
way f 5 om Whitehall to Blackfriars-bridge. 

Dec, 20. Mr. Abernethy, having applied 
for au injunction to restrain the proprietor 
of The Lancet from publishing his lectures 
in that periodical, it was refused, on the 
ground of the lecturer not being able to 
produce the manuscript from which his 
lecture had been delivered, whereby it 
might be identified : thus negativing a 
claim to copywright in any extemporary 
discourse not previously written out. 

21. Miss Foote, a favouiite actress, ob- 
tained 3000/. damages against Mr. Hayne, 
for breach of promise of marriage. 

Steam-Gun. — This invention, by Mr. 
Perkins, was among the most popular of 
the mechanical discoveries of the year. 
It is formed by introducing a barrel into 
the steam-generator of any engine, and, by 
the addition of two pipes towards the 
chamber of the gnu, introtlucing a quantity 
of bails, which by the action of a handle 
in the chamber are dropped into lUe barrel, 
and fireil, one by one, at fhe rale of from 
400 to 500 balls in a minute. The ex- 
plosive force of the steam is such that a 
musket-ball tired against an iron plate, 
at the distance of 100 feet from the giui, 
is completely flattened. 

Annual Obxtuaky. — On the river Gam- 
bia, of the African fever, Thomas Bowilich, 
30, author of an interesting account of a 
mission to the Ashuntees. Of apoplexy, 
while sitting at his desk, .loseph Marry.itt, 
M.P,, chairman of the committee at Lloyd’s. 
James earl Cornwallis, b>shop i»f Lichtiehl 
and Coventry, 81. At Florence, f^uisadt; 
Stolberg, 72, relict of I'liarles Sfiiait, 
grandson of Janies II. . and the subject of 
Altieri's amorous idolatry and eulogies. 
Rev John f.empritTe, author of the“ Bi4i- 
liothec.i ClassicH, ' itc. Eugene Beauliar- 
nois, 4«'L son-in-law of Napoleon, by his 
first wife, Josephine, and an able military 
commander. John Davy, 59, author ol 
“ The Bay of Biscay,’' “ May we ne er want 
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a Friend,” and some operas. Thomas 
Maurice. 70, author of ** Indian Antiqui- 
ties.” Lord C?oleraine, 73, better known in 
fasliiouable life as Colonel Hanger, 
and the author of several pamphlets. 
At Paris, duke of Cambaceres, 70, ex- 
arch-chancellor of the empire: he was 
immensely rich, having an income o» 

400,000 francs ; Cambaceres left his 
autobiography belund him, whidi has 
been published. Richard Payne Knight, 
an eminent Greek scholar and muiii- 
lioeiit benefactor to the British Mu- 
seum. Francis Maseres, M.A., F.A.S., 93, 
cursitor baron of the exchequer, and mis- 
cellaneous writer: the baron was never 
married; he possessed vast stores of in- 
formation, and spent large sums of money 
ill the publication of his own works, and 
those of other writers. Capel LotR, 73, a 
constitutional lawyer irf varied acquire- 
ments in mathematics, classics, poetry and 
criticism : Mr. Lotfl was a profuse contri- 
butor to the periodical press; in 1815 he 
appeared before the public as the legal 
advocate of Na|M)ieon, and endeavoured to 
jirove that his deportation to St. Helena 
was contrary to law as well as policy. At 
Chiswick, William Sharp, 73, an eminent 
engraver, and remarkable for cretlulity, 
being a believer in Brothers, Wright, 
Bryan, Southcott, and other pretended 
prophets, who appeared in his time. Ru- 
l>ert Charles Dallas, 73, riiiscellaneouK 
writer : his last work, Readlections of 
Ijord Byron.” Sir James Bland Lamb, 73, 
better known as sir James Burgess, and of 
consideriible contemporary notoriety in ani- 
lities and literature; he was the founder, 
in concert with another under-secretary of 
state, of the Suh newspaper, sanctioned by 
Mr. Pitt. William Lowry% F.R.S., 62, a 
distinguished artist and nnm of intelli- 
gence, Rev. R. C. Matiiriii. the eccentric 
curate of St. Peter’s, Dublin, am! author 
of the trageily of “ Bert ram.'* 3 homas 
Russell, 85, admiral the white, a true 
and able British seaman. Rev. Dr. Cart- 
wright, brv>:her of major Cartwright, and 
author of several ingenious mechanical in- 
ventiomd In the Crimea, the celebrated 
baroness Valerie cle Krudener, 59, the idol 
of fashion at the court of Berlin, in 1798, 
but who became a penitent Magdalen, 
and whose religious enthusiasm prevailed 
ovf the reason of Alexander emperor of 
Russia, Shi* Is said to have originated the 
cetebratffl compact of the Holy Alliance, 
A.D. 1825. FuRKKtN IxiAKS AND JuINT- 
SToex. Companies. — The general prosperity 
was such that money or credit coidd lie 
obtained for every enterprise, and the 
natural consiHjurnce of universal confidence 
was a general tendency to over-trading and 
•pccttlatiuu. Boiiilet an infinite number 


of flomestic undertakings, in which the 
caiintrv hud embarkad, and which en- 
hanced the prices of labour and conlmo- 
dities, a vast field of adventure had opened 
in South America. This partly arose from 
the determination of the English ministry 
to recognise the independence of the trans- 
atlantic states, and to appoint charges des 
affaires to Columbia, Mexico, and Buenos 
Ayres. Peru, Chili, and Guatemala, it 
was anticipated, would also be soon simi- 
larly treated, and raised to the rank of 
indejiendent nations. The conduct of go- 
vernment inspired confidence in indivi- 
duals, who ceased to have any hesitation 
in advancing loans to the new govern- 
ments, or in embarking in mining and 
other ventures. The money sent out of 
the country, a large jvjrtioii of which was 
lost, was immense. The instalments pni<l 
on Ibreigii loans, mining shares, and other 
speculatioiiM, in 1825, were estimated to 
amount to 17,582,773/. Those on foreign 
loans only amounted to 11,304,623/., and 
were as follow : — 

£. £. 

1.000. 000 {“"'f Soo.omi 

2.000. 000 Ditto, 1825 . . l,500,0<io 

3.500.000 Danish do. . • 2,625,0(i0 

2,000,000 Greek do. . . 1,1.30,0(111 

1,428,571 Guatemala do. . .'157.143 

400.000 Guiirlahijara . 240.000 

3.200.000 Mexican . • 2,872,000 

2.500.000 Neapolitan • • 1,750, 000 

616.000 Peruvian . . 480,000 

The mania for joint-stock companiks 

was incredible. In 1824 and the begin- 
ning of the present year, 27C companit s 
had been projected, of which the aggre- 
gate capital, ;>oprr, was 174,114.050/. 
Of these companies 33 were for canals and 
docks; 48 railroads; 42 gas; 6 milk; 
supply of water; 4 coal-inuies ; 34 metal- 
inmes; 20 insurances; 23 hanking; 12 
navigatimi and jiackets ; 3 fisheiies ; 2 
newspapeis; 2 tunnels under theTIianus; 
3 fur the emlieliishment of London ; 2 sea- 
water baths ; the rest iniiccllaneous. ilow- 
ever alisurd many of these projects, (he 
shares of scvernl rose to enormous ]>rc- 
miums, especially the mining adventures in 
South America. The madness prevailing, 
and the sanguine anticipations of inordinate 
gain, will be munifest from the following 
statement of the markei-nrices of the 
shares in five of the principal mining com- 
panit'S, at two periods, IX*ceinber 10, 1824, 
and J uuuary i 1 , 1 825 ; — 

X>cc. 10. JanA], 

Anglo-Mexican • 33/. pr. . 

Brazilian . . • 10s. clis. • 

Con^mbian « • • 19/. i»f, n 

Real del Monte ^ 550/. . . 1350/. 

United Mexican • 35/. • «■ 



GEORGE IV A.D. 1825. 


817 


Ou all the shares only 10/. had been 
paid, except the Real del Monte, on which 
70/. had been paid. The adventurers ob> 
viously anticipated as rich a harvest as 
Pisarro and Cortes, and that without fight- 
mg, merely by the power of British capital, 
akill, and machinery. 

Jan» 1. The following is the number of 
the F rench clergy : — Archbishops and 
bishops, 75 j vicars-general, 287 ; titular 
prebendaries, 725 ; honorary prebendaries, 
1253 ; curates, 2828 ; vicegerents, 22,225; 
vicars, 5936 ; priest^ resident in parishes, 
or authorised to preach and confess, 1850; 
priests, being masters and professors in 
seminaries, 876 ; pupils, 4044 ; monks and 
others. 19,271. 

6. Some memoirs, which had circulated 
ns the autobiography of Fouch6, the late 
French minister of police, ascertained in 
the Cqht Royalty on the testimony of his 
soiiH, to he spurious. 

7. On Saturday night, colonel Stanhope, 
brother of earl Stanhope, was ibund hang- 
ing from a beam in an outhouse, at Caen 
Wood, the seat of his father-in-law, the 
earl of Mansfield. The loss of his wife, 
two years previously, and a painful and 
incurable wound received at the storming 
of St. Sebastian, were the alleged causes 
of suicide. The colonel was in his 39th 
year, and remarkably pious. 

9, The message of the American presi- 
dent arrived in town, containing a flattering 
picture id’ the prosperity of the United 
States. The Americans seem as eager t(» 
embark in joint-stock companies as the 
Knglisli. One New York paper cotitains a 
list of twenty-eight prtijected concerns, the 
capital to be set apart for which is tea 
millions of dollars. 

17. Alderman Cox recovers 800/. da- 
mages for cnm.co'i. against Kdmuiul Kean, 
the popular tragedian. 

Only eleven persons executed last year 
at the Old Bailey, supposed to be a smaller 
number than ever known. 

24. In tht? Timet ainl Morning Chronicle 
newspapers advertisements appeared of 
thirty-five new joint-stuck companies. 

26. Part of the floor of the long room 
of the Custom-house gave way with a 
terrible crash : the desks on each side were 
left standing. Government coinmenced 
Itroceedings against Ptit», the contractor; 
damages laid at 200,(^00^ 

Fe5, 3. Parliament ojiencd by com- 
mission. Contentment and the thriving 
condition of all classes formed the leading 
topics of the royal speech. Ireland shared 
in the general prosperity; but the pre- 
valence of dangerous associations was la- 
mented. .^Allusion was made to the war in 
India, which, it was alleged, had been pro- 
voked by the aggressions of tht Burmese, 


Addresses were unanimously voted in both 
houses. 

1 0. Mr. Gouiburn moved for leave to 
bring in a bill to suppress the Catholic 
Association of Ireland. After a debate of 
four days the motion was carried by 278 
to 123; and the third reading of the bill, 
on the 25th, by a majority of 130. Di- 
rected by counsellor O’Connell, its pro- 
ceedings had for some time been a source 
of annoyance to ministers, by levying large 
sums under the name of voluntary con- 
tributions, and assuming to be the repre- 
sentative and protector of the catholic 
populvition. The language used by Mr. 
O’Connell was such, that the attorney- 
general held him to bail ; but the indict- 
ment preferred against him was thrown 
out by the grand-jury. 

The number of petitions this session for 
private bills amounts to 371 ; 22 are for 
railways, and 36 for new companies. 
During the war and high prices the ma- 
joriiy of private bills were for enclosing 
commons. 

28. A fatal pugilistic encounter between 
two Eton scholars, the hon. F. A. Cooper, 
a son of the earl of Shaftesbury, and 
Mr. Wood, a son of colonel Wood, and 
nephew of the marquis of Londonderry, 
('ooper, the boy killed, was under fifteen, 
his opponent near seventeen years of age. 
Between the rounds their school-fellows 
plied them with brandy, which doubtless 
helped to produce the unhappy catas- 
trophe. A coroner’s jury brought in a 
verdict of manslaughter against Wood, 
and his second, Wellesley ; but, no wit- 
nesses appearing on the trial, they were 
acquitted. 

The last contract for State Lotteries 
was concluded this day with the chancellor 
of the exchequer. They have existed in 
this country, as a branch of the public 
revenue, for upwards of 150 years. 

A convention signed at Petersburg 
between Russia and Britain, settling the 
limits of their respective possessions on the 
north-west coast of America. 

Mar, 1. KetH East Indiaman destroyed 
by fire in the hay of Biscay. It arose 
from the accidental ignition of a cask of 
spirits. Out of 642 persons on board, 85 
were lost. 

Sir F. Burdett’s resolutions for the relief 
of the Irish catholics carried by a majority 
of 247 to 234. Sir Francis presented a 
petition, 100 feet in length, praying for 
catholic emanciiMition. 

2. First stone of a tunnel under the 
Thames laid at Rotherhithe. 

14. (•olonel Berkeley assaulted Mr. 
Jutlge, editor of the Cheltenham Jouma/f 
with a hunting-whip, owing to some re- 
fiecUous made by the editor on the conduct 
3G 



313 


BRITISH CHRONOLOay. 


of the colonel in the affair of FboieY. Ha^ne, 
The editot recovered) at the Hertford as- 
sizes, 500/. damages for the outrage. 

14. Proprietors of India stock, after 
discussion of several days, resolved ^ Thai 
there was no ground ^to impute corrupt 
motives to the conduct of the late troyemor- 
general, the marquis of Hastings. 

29. The lord chancellor declared, in the 
case of the Real del Monte company, that 
the holders of shares in any of the hew com- 
panies were liable to the debts of the 
concern to the full extent of their property. 

j4pr. 4. Mr. Brougham elected lord- 
rictor of the university of Glasgow : his 
opponent, sir Walter Scott, lost the election 
by the casting vote of sir J. Mackintosh. 
The new lord-rector, who had" been a 
citizen of Edinburgh twenty years ago. was 
honoured with the largest public dinner 
ever provided in that city. 

6. At the sale of a library at Ilythe 
Voltaire’s works were purchased by the 
methodists to be burnt, which was done 
next day. 

9. vVilliam Probert, the accomplice of 
Thurtell, found guilty of horse-stealing: 
he was sentenced to be hung, and executed 
at Newgate. (See Jun, 5, 1824.) 

25. The duke of York, in the house of 
lords, pointedly declared against the con- 
cession of the catholic claims, and ex- 
pressed his determination always to oppose 
them. “Twenty-eight years,” he said, 
** had elapsed since the subject was tir:^t 
agitated; that its agitatum had been the 
source of the illness which cloude<l the last 
ten years of his father’s life; and that, to 
the last moment of his existence, he would 
adhere to his proiestunt principles — So 
help him God T* 

Any 9. Mr. Stewart Wortley’s bill, for 
legalising the sale of game, lost in the 
lords. 

13. A grant of 2000/. made to Mr. 
M’Adam for his improvements in road- 
making. 

14. Pressure of business so great in 
the house of commons that eight com- 
mittees sat in one room, the smoking- 
room. 

17. Catholic relief hill, which had 
passed the commons, was rejected in the 
lords Ly a majority of 178 against 130. 
A hiU introduce for the disfranchisement 
o: the 40<. freeliolders was in consequence 
withdriwii. 

31. Mr. John Williams, in an able 
s^mech, brougb under the notice of the 
house of contmons the abusM of the court 
of chancery. Beveral petitions had been 
|/rviented, eoruplatning of the delay and 
es|>ense A proceedings in that court. 

liui.AWp.— -A committee of the lords sat 
^is ami 14 the |Nreceditig sesston to inquire 


into the general state of Ireland. They 
made only a meagre report, but collected a 
valuable mass of evidence, which threw 
great light on the condition of the rural 
population* It showed that they lived in 
the most wretched state, without property, 
or the means of acquiring property, barely 
sustaining animal existence by a very 
insufficient quantity of food of the most 
wretched kind. In this state of misery 
they were the absolute slaves of their land- 
lords; and their indigence and degrada- 
tion were increased t»till further by the 
mode of collecting 'tithes, their abject 
bondage to their own priest's, and a de- 
fective administration of justice by the 
local tribunals. 

London Univkiuitv, — Mr. Campbell, 
the poet, in a letter to Mr. Brougham, 
pro(K>sed to establish a new university in 
the neighbourhood of London. The idea 
of such an institution is not founded on 
any alleged deficiency in the educational 
course.s of the existing universities, but on 
their distance from the metropolis, and 
consequent expense of the instruction 
affbided by them. An establishment in 
the vicinity of London would oiler to u 
numerous class of students the convenience 
of residing with their parents, and the ad- 
vantages of collegiate education. The 
cost of tile undertaking is estimated at 
150,000/. 

Salakies ov the Judoks. — A measure 
has been introduced by the chancellor 
of the exchequer for augmenting the 
salaries of the judges, and proliihiting the 
sale of offices in courts of justice. In lieu 
of fees and emoluments, the salaiics of 
the judges have been fixed as follows: 
chief-justice of the Kmg's-bexich, lO.OtKl/. ; 
chief-justice of tlie Common- pleas, 8000/.; 
master of the HolU, 7000/.; chief-baron ot 
tlie exchequer, 7000/. ; vice-chanceiior, 
"000/. ; twelve puisne judges, each j500/. 

Junr J5. Fiist stone of the new London- 
bridge laid by lord*inayor Garrutt; John 
Rennie, F.R.S., architect. 

27. A petition to the commons, from a 
widow, complained that, of 1400/. left t<> 
her hV her husband in 1809, 300/. liad 
•een claimed by his creditors, and the re- 
maining 1100/. liad been swallowed up in 
chancery; leaving petitioner a pau;ier in 
Greenwich workhouse. 

Ja/y 6. Paki.iamcnt prorogued by com- 
misiion. The session had been laboiiou.H 
in discussion, hut not remarkable fur legis- 
lation ; except by the repeal of the statutes 
against the combinations of workpeople* 
'eiaxation in our colonial policy, the im- 
provement and consolidation of the 
rdtating to juries and bankrupts, principal 
and factor. V . , ^ i 

19, Thenntmeteff at one o’clock# stood 
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at 86 degrees at the Royal Exchange, and 
afterwards reached 91 in the shade. Owing 
to the oppressive heat several horses died 
from exliaustion in the streets of the me- 
tropolis. 

A curious conversation in the court of 
chancery, in which lord Kid on said, counsel 
**' now take fees with both hands.” Dif- 
ferences had arisen between the barristers 
and solicitors ; the latter wishing the 
better to secure the attendance of counsel, 
to compel them to make their election 
either to confine themselves to the court of 
the vice-chancellor or the lord-chancellor. 

26. Lion-fiouts, — This exhibition look 
place in the suburbs of Warwick. It was 
a match between WombwelPs largo lion, 
Nero, and six dogs of the buU-and-mastiff 
breed, three dogs to be slipped at once. 
Immense sums were paid to see the com- 
bat ; but the lovers of brutal sports were 
disappointed of their banc^uet ; the lion 
would not fight ; he seemed more dis{Kised 
for play than battle; and only used his 
paws, never his iiiouih, though much la- 
cerated by his assailants, A match was 
next made with a smaller lion, Wallace, 
mure ferocious. The inequality of power 
in this case deprived the combat of iu- 
terest: the niuuarch of the forest caught 
up his puny antagonists in his huge jaws, 
as u cat Would a mouse or cockchafer, 
and instantly destioyed or disabled them. 
Those not so served escaped in a fright 
from the den ; so that the second, like the 
iirsi experiment, was a failure. 

Aug* 3. Riot at .Sunderland, occasioucfl 
by disputes between the seair.en and ship- 
owners. Five persons killed by the firing 
of the military. 

16. Monument erected, near Carmar- 
then, to the memory of sir Thomas Picton, 
who fell at Waterloo. 

18. The rage lor joint-stock companies 
has extended to France. At Paris a nu- 
merous association has been forme<l. under 
the name of Hoc'xHt comrnandataire tie 

Industrie; the object of which is iu 
supply funds for every enterprise, com- 
mercial, agricultural, or manufacturing. 

19. A meeting of shopkeepers in Lou- 
duii determined to close their shops at 
eight o'clock in wimer andniuein summer, 
in order to atlord their clerks and shop- 
men better opportunity for intellectual im- 
provement. 

Gxmnastic Exkrcisi;s. — The general 
prosperity turned attentiun to various modes 
of improving individual and social life. 
During the sumuu r professors Clias and 
Vogel arrived from Berliiii with a view of 
engrafting on English education the Ger- 
man practice of gj muastie axercistis. Their 
aim was not only to promqfe nealth and 
strength, hnt to give iocoiiiotivo powrer and 
•Interior grace to the huiuau form, by giving 


instructions in leaping, walking ruuniug, 
and skating. They met with great en- 
couragement; and several establishments 
were opened in the metropolis and vicinity 
for morning and evening exercises. 

22. Mr. Clark, chemist, who had de- 
tected an extensive adulteration of flour 
with plaster- of-Paris and ground bones, 
at Hull, produced sugan before the lord- 
mayor, containing one-half common salt. 

3 1. Trial for the murder of M. Paul- 
],*ouis Courier, who was shot in a wood 
near his country-seat, came on at Tours. 
Courier was a man of talent, who had 
distinguished himself by his satirical wri- 
tings against the noblesse, the ultras, and 
fanatics of France. He had been twice 
imprisoned; and his death was at first 
ascribed to political revenge. At the in- 
stigation of his widow (a woman twenty- 
two years of age) the forcst-keeper was 
apprehended aud tried, but acquitted. 
Disclgsures were elicited during the trial, 
not very creditable to Madame Courier, 

I who had suggested the apprehension ol 
the foiest-keeper in retaliation for a sus- 
picion she entertained that he had been 
placed to watch over her intrigues. The 
deceased was in his fiSrd year. 

Sept, 14. At the launch of the princess. 

I Charlotte, at Portsmouth, a vast crowd 
assembled on one of the bridges erected 
near a floodgate, which giving way, they 
were precipitated into the water, and six- 
teen persons drowned. 

Oct. 21. The steam-hoat, Comet, with 
passengers from Inverness, was run down 
off Kempoch-point, in the Clyde, by the 
steam-boat Ayr, The vessels came in con- 
tact with such force that the Comet went 
down instantly, with eighty passengers on 
lioard, of whom only eleven were saved. 
The Ayr had a light on her bow; the Comet 
had not. The master of the Comet was 
subsequently tried for culpable, negligence, 
and sentenced to three mouths’ imprison- 
ment. 

27. Tho Jiftron of Renfrew^ from Que- 
bec, driven on the coast of France, wliere 
she went to pieces. She was longer than 
the Columbus, having a cargo of timber 
amounting to 9515 tons, aud measured 
309 feet m length, 80 in width, and 57 feet 
deep externally, 37 feet internally. 

AW. 14. Mr. and Mrs. Graham ascended 
in a balloon from Plymouth, ajid fell into 
tho sea, whence they were rescued, aud 
landed at Stonehenge. 

Dec, 1, In an action, Popple v. Stock* 
dale, for printing the “ Memoirs ” ot u 
noted courtesan, Harriette \\ilM>n, Mr. 
justice Best directed the plaintitf to be 
uon-suited, on the ground of the imm(»ral 
tendency of the work; therefore refusing 
all claim to compensation fnr ^ labour so 
■ employed, » 3 G 2 
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Dbatii op the Czar op Russia.— The 
emperor Alexander, who was in the 48th 
year of hU age, and the 25th of his reign, 
expired, of an attack of erysipelas, on the 
1st instant, at Taganrog, on the sea of 
Azoif. His last moments were serene. 
Some hours before dying he caused the 
blinds of his windows to be opened ; and 
exclaimed, while looking on the cloudless 
sky of the Crimea, “ What a lovely day I** 
Alexander was a noble, an accomplished, 
and benevolent prince, who sincerely de- 
sired the good of his people. Zealous in 
lus efibrts to promote the commercial in- 
terests of Kushia, to emancipate the serfs, 
and introduce popular education into his 
vast empire, the chief blot of his reign had 
been his meddling foreign policy, in which 
he had sought to prt‘scribe despotic forms 
of government to the continental states. 
Napoleon, who had good reasons fur his 
dislike of Alexander, said of him, more 
spitefully than truly, that he was “ Faux, fin 

fourhe comine un Giec dii has empire.” 
He was succeeded by his brother Nicholas. 
The grand duke Constantine, who was 
next heir to the throne, publicly renounced 
his right to the succession in favour of his 
younger brother. This deviation from the 
strict hereditary line was not agreeable to 
the military, who were attached to Coii- 
stautine. A sedition ensued at Petersburg 
when the oath was administered to the new 
emperor, and several lives were lost before 
it was suppressed. 

8. A panic in the money-market, caused 
by the stoppage of the VVest of England 
hanks, and of the great Yorkshire bank of 
W*ent worth and company. 

12. Banking-house of Sir Peter Pule 
and Co. stop! ])aynient. It was cuiiiiected 
with forty -seven country banks, and in- 
creased the dlsin.iy in the city, 

IJ. Banking firms uf Williams and Co., 
and sir Claude Scott and (.’o., stop pay- 
nit'iit. Next day those of .Sikes and Co., 
and Everett and Co. { and, on the 1.5th, 
SiirliogH and Hodsoll closed. Every species 
of stock experienced deprexsion ; and such 
was the scarcity of money, that merchants 
with difficulty obtained the smallest sup- 
plies on iinexcejitionahle security. In ad- 
dition to the London houses, ^ixty-seven 
country hanks failed or suspended their 
1 . 1 ) ineuts. 

]4e Meeting of merchants, to the num- 
ber of 150, at the Mansion-house, resol veil 
that ^*the .nprecedented embarrassments 
were to be mainly attributed to an un- 
founded panic ; that they had the fullest 
reliance on the banking establishments of 
the capital and country, and therefore 
determined to support them, and public 
credit, to the utmost of their power.*’ Mr. 
Baring dre^ up the resolution. 

Bank of England began to redssue 


one and two-pound notes for the conve- 
nience of the country circulation. Orders 
were issued to the Mint to expedite ar. 
extraordinary coinage of sovureigns ; and, 
for one week, about 150,000 sovereigns 
were coined per day. Post chaises were 
hourly despatched into the country to siiji- 
port the credit, and prevent the failure, of 
the provincial firms, which still maintained 
their ground. 

21. East India Company granted 1500/. 
to Mr. Arnot, successor of Mr. Bucking- 
ham, in the suppressed Calcutta Jourtta/^ 
to compensate him for the^ loss he had 
sustained by his forcible expulsion from 
India. 

31. Intelligence continued to arrive of 
additional failures in the country ; hut the 
Bank, having been liberal in the assist- 
ance it afforded, lessened the alarm. 

MiscKi.i.ANii'S. — Among the popular 
sights of the metropolis this year was the 
/iVi/jy tkeletotiy who was much visited, 
owing to his extremely attenuated person. 
He was a native of France, 'll years ef 
age, and 5 feet 7 inches high. 

The taste for the beauties of architecture 
was intense : public subscriptions were 
raised to keep open tlie view of St. If ride’s 
steeple, Fleet-street, and to re-build I fie 
tower of the chinch of St. Saviour, South- 
wark. 

A volume, containing t*ae scarce edi- 
tions of eleven of Shakspeare’s p!a\s, 
among which was Hamlet, dated Kil).!, 
was brought to light. It was jnirchased 
by the duke of Devonshire for 2(M) guineas. 

At the mending of thu .Society of Ar!s, 
R()t>ert.s, a miner, received the large silu r 
medal, and tiity guineas, for inventing a 
hood and inouth-jiiece, whereby respir.Uu.a 
can be carried f>ii with safety amidst the 
most densv smoke. 

The following is the Kussian onkial 
account of the devastation comniitted by 
the wolves in the government of Livon / 1 
only, in the je.ir 182.1: — Tliey devonn d 
lilj^rsex, 1811 ; i'onU, 124.3; horned rattli', 
1807 ; calves, 703; sheep, I5,l.yi ; lunh'-, 
720 ; goats, *2455 ; kids, I M3 ; swine, 
4800; sucking-pigs, 312; dogs, 7U3 ; 
geese, 673. 

Annual Ojiituaiiv. — In great poverli. 
VVewitzer, 76, a veteran comedian. Gl 
apoplexy, Ferdinand IV., 74, king ol 
Naples and the Two Sicilien. Geyigi^* 
Dance, F,A.S., 84, the hist survivor ot the 
original forty royal academicians. 
aiider Tilloch, LL.D., 66, many yeni'* 
editor of the Philosophical Mttg«*tn«* At 
Stoke Newington, Mrs. Harhauld, 82, sii* 
Uu of Dr. Aiktn, and authoress of m.inv 
excellent works fur the improvement of 
early domestic education. Henry Fuseh, 
R.A., 87, an artist of high repute, who 
produced tbo “ Miltou Gallery,” aud was 
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Iho author of Lectures on Painting. At 
Paris, Count Donon, 84, author of a 
splendid work on Egypt, and director of 
the French museum. (Jharles Earl Whit- 
worth, 71 > diplomatist, and late lord-lieu- 
tenant of Ireland. George Chalmers, 
F.K.S., 82, chief clerk of the office of the 
Board of Trade and Plantations, and co- 
pious writer on politics, finance, and sta- 
tistics. At Florence, Paulina Borghese, 
favourite sister of Napoleon Buonaparte : 
her property, amouiitmg to about two mil- 
lions of francs, she bequeathed to her bro- 
thers, Louis and Jerome. Abraham Rees, 
D.D., 82, long an active and leading divine 
among the Dissenters, and editor of the 
well-known ‘ Cyclopaedia.’ At Paris, of^ 
an aneurism of the heart, General Foy, 50, 
a highly-popular and independent member 
of the chamber of deputies. At Brussels, 
David, the celebrated French painter : he 
liad retired from Paris after the restoration 
of tlie Bourbons, being included in the 
decree against the regicides. Dr. Samuel 
Parr, 71), celebrated philologist, and erudite 
classical scholar. Maximilian Juse[ih, king 
of Bavaria, a popular prince, exempt from 
bigotry, and frieudiy to improvement: he 
was succee<led by his son, Charles Louis, 
who was .)‘J years of age. 

A.U. 1826. Tllli CoMMEUClAL CRISIS. — 
The mercantile reactign, which appeared 
at the close of the past year, continued 
with unabated force during the early part 
of the ]uesent. In November the number 
of banUriipts gazetted was 188; in De- 
cember, 220; in January, 321; in Feb- 
ruary, 3S0; in March, 315. The number 
of bankrupts on March 4th was 03, which 
was the greatest number that had appeared; 
and from that time the plague may be 
said to have abated. As this was the most 
i>verwhelming revulsion in commerce that 
had ever happened, the causes in which it 
had originated were narrowly scrutinised ; 
and the general inference seemed to be, 
that a w'iid spirit of speculation, springing, 
in the first instance, from the temptation of 
low prices, and fostered by the muitiplica- 
tiou of paper-money and transactions ou 
credit, was the primary source of the dis- 
order. That over-trading was the origin, 
and the means indiscreetly afforded fur 
over- trading accessories to the mischief, 
were facts clearly esiablisheti from the 
returns obtained of the vast increase of 
im{>nrts, of the issues of the banks, and the 
number of bills of exchange in circulation. 
An excess of mercantile contidence, which 
opened the door to thoughtless enterprises, 
with fictitious capital, originated uiiu*- 
tenlhs of the evil. The general prosperity 
encouraged the country banks, and the 
Bank of England, freely to make advances 
for almost every uudeitaking ; they rapidly 


increased their issues of notes ; hut these, 
though powerful auxiliaries, were iiisutK- 
cieiit to account for the enormous redun- 
dancy of capital that marked the year 
1824, and the summer of 182 j. This 
could only be sujiplied by the vast exten- 
sion of private credit by bills, promissory- 
notes, and open account. Such was the 

g eneral confidence, that real money was 
ardly needed: credit was the universal 
currency; and hence w’as generated that 
redundancy of means which depressed the 
rate of interest, and induced individuals to 
seek profitable employment for their re- 
sources in foreign loans, foreign mines, 
and every imaginable domestic expedient. 
Alarmed at the sprculative spirit abroad, 
the Bank of England were the first to 
adopt precautions, hy contracting th**ir 
circulation ; and the example was followed 
by the country banks. This pulling up was 
soon felt hy a pressure in the money-market. 
Some of the hanks — thatof Elford’s, in the 
west of England, and of Wentworth’s, in the 
north — that had been extremely incautious 
in their advances to individuals, were un- 
able to meet their engagements ; and tho 
fall of these houses involved the London 
firms with which they corresponded. Com- 
mercial confidence was destroyed, and a 
panic ensued. The bank of England made 
strenuous etforts to mitigate pecuniary 
distress ; and government pursued a steady 
and judicious course. With the conse- 
quences of the folly and cupidity of indi- 
viduals it could not properly interfere, but 
it sought to remedy some of the evils of the 
banking-system. As a too great facility 
in the power of creating fictitious money 
had been a main ingredient in producing 
the mischief, ministers sought to abridge 
the power of banks in issuing pa|)er-niouey. 
For this purpose the circulation of one- 
pound notes was prohibited ; and corporate 
iMidies, or partnerships of more than six 
persons, were allowed to carry on the 
business of banking. Both these measures 
were improvements on the existing system, 
but not preventives of mercantile reaction : 
they afforded no effective guarantee against 
future panics, nor the over-issue and in- 
solvency of bankers, nor against over- 
trading on baseless credit. The last are 
desiderata that can only ennniate from 
individual prudence, and more general 
knowledge of the principles that govern 
the periodical vicissitudes of the com- 
mercial cycle. 

Jan, 1. The Astorga librar>*, recently 
purchased for the faculty of atlvocates at 
Edinburgh, is supposed to he the most 
curious collection of Spanish books exist- 
ing anywhere out of Spain. It consists of 
3000 volumes, and was sold for 3000/. The 
sainu body purchased, last year, a very 
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fine Danish library^ entire, at Copen- 
hagen. 

18. Bhurtpore, in the East Indies, 
captured by the English, under lord Cora- 
bermere. It was a town of considerable 
extent, strongly fortified on every side, 
being surrounded by a mud-wall of great 
height and thickness, with a wide and 
deep ditch. Lord Lake failed in an 
attempt upon it in I80fi, after losing 
3000 men. It has been dismantled by the 
British. , 

31. French chamber of deputies opened 
by the king, who announced the final 
separation of Hayti from France, after a 
struggle of thirty years. Except the ex- 
citement kept up by the efforts of the 
ecclesiastical party to extend their iti- 
Huence, and the clamours of interested 
men, who declaimed against the financial 
measures of ministers, because they had 
been losers by fluctuation in the fundH, 
everything was prusj)erou8 and tranquil in 
France. 

Ft ft. 2. Paumamknt opened by com- 
inissiou. The royal sjH-ech chiefly referred 
to the continuance of the Burmese war, 
to measures in contemplation for the im- 
provement of Ireland, and to the existing 
pecuniary crisis, which was declartt<l to be I 
unconnected with political causes, and to I 
originate, in great part, m the conduct of 
indifiduals, whose sufferings might afford 
the best security against its recurrence. 
Addresses passed without serious oppo- 
sition in both houses, though not without 
much discussion. 

13. Riot at Norwich, owing to one of 
the manufacturers being dt*tected in send- 
ing work out of the city to be executed in 
the country* Nearly 12,0UU persons are 
unemployed. 

2.3. A two-nights' debate in the house 
of commons on the silk-trade, on a motion 
of Mr. Ellice to refer the petition on the 
subject to a committee. Motion negatived 
by 222 to 40 ; the house being resolved 
to support ministers in their free-trade 
policy, both as respected manufactures and 
the snipping interest. 

26. Pkacb with Ava.— T he war with 
this power, which had lasted two years, 
terminated with the treaty of Yaudaboo, 
by which the East India Oompany oh- 
taired an accession of territoiy, and a 
ertue of rupt*«$8. The cautious mode of 
fighting acit»pted by (he Burmese, and 
their use of st >ckadcs and redoubts, it was 
at first thought would create hasardous 
employment for the British arms. These, 
however, proved utiavailiug against Ku- 
ropean engtneertsg end artillery ; and the 
Biirmete were found not more advanced 
in the alt of war than other Indian nations. 
Atliw cftffyttig all their entrenchments, 


and beating, in succeesive engagements, 
their unconnected columns, sir A. ('amp- 
bell penetrated to within forty-five miles 
of the capital of Ava. This brought the 
monarch of the Golden Foot to terms ; not, 
however, till his majesty had experimented 
on the diplomacy of tne invaders, by at- 
tempting some evasive negotiations, and 
to substitute, in lieu of a payment in 
money, which be said the country did not 
produce, a certain quantity of rice, which 
was abundant. 

Mar, 1. Real del Monte mming-shares, 
which had sold for a premium of 1200/., 
fell to a discount of 20/. per share. 

The large elephant at Exeter Change 
having exhibited dangerous symptoms of 
restlessness, which were iisiiai with it at 
certain seasons of the year, Mr. Cross sent 
for a party of guards to shoot it. One 
hundred and eighty musket-balU were 
flischarged before the animal fell. It 
stood tliirteen feet high ; the body, as it l.ry 
on the floor, w'as of tlu* height of six feel. 

2. Lord John Knssell made a motion 
for the prevention of bribery at elections. 
It was roldly received ; neither Mr. 
Brougham nor Mr. Canning took part ia 
the debate. Mr. William Laml) said there 
was corruption both on the ministerial aii<l 
popular side. Motion negatived by 2 10 
to 123. 

Apkair.s of PtMiTCOAi- — Died at I.is- 
I bon, on the lUth iu'»tant, aged .'>0, after a 
I reign of thirty-four years, John VI., 
king of Portugal and titular emperor (*f 
Brazil. During twenty-five years of his 
reign the king had acted as regent for 
bis mother, who was insane. Cnon tho 
queen’s death, in 1817, he succeeded her. 
and was cn»wned at Rio Janeiro, to which 
he had retired with his court on the in- 
vasion of Portugal by Buonaparte. His 
character was ordinary, neither markeil by 
eminent virtues nor dvh.asing vices. After 
his death Portugal hecam© a scene of in- 
trigue and civil war: Don Pedro had to 
cliouse betwet ‘11 the throne of Portugal 
and that of Buizil ; for the constitution of 
Brazil, to guard against the inisgovern- 
ment which had afflicted her when a 
colony, had provided, in securing her in- 
de(Hmdcnce, that the two crowns should 
never Ire united under one head. Pedro 
promjitly made his election. On the 2nd 
May he abdicated the Portuguese cioui 
in favour of his eldest daughter, Donna 
Maria, then seven years of age. Until she 
arrived of age tho government to bo vesied 
in the present regimt, her aunt, Isabella 
Maria. At the same time, to gwi^r^j 
against any apposition that might proceed 
from the (action of the queen-rlowager and 
Don Miguel, it was made a condition of 
the cession of the cruwu to the infaiJ 
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princesfi thaf> on coming of age, she should 
marry her uncle, Don Miguel. A repre- 
sentative constitution was sent over from 
Brazil by Don Pedro, accepted by the 
Portuguese, and acknowledged by Britain, 
France, Russia, and Austria. This settle- 
ment was, however, displeasing to the 
akaolutUff, headed by the queen-dowager 
and the marquis of Chaves, and supported 
by Ferdinand of Spain. Insurrections 
were excited, which were only suppressed 
by the arrival in the Tagus, at the end of 
the year, of a British force of 5000 men. 

13. Biidget brought forward by the 
chancellor of the exchequer, in which he 
took a view of the financial system, par- 
ticularly of the reductions made, during 
successive years, in taxation, and the eOTect 
of those reductions on the productiveness 
of the revenue. The increase of consump- 
tion since 1816 had made up tVie diminution 
ill taxation. In beer, the increase of con- 
sumption was 16 per cent. ; candles, 36 ; 
paper, 55 ; tea, 20 ; malt, 50 ; British 
spirits, 53 ; sugar, 19; coffi^e, 43; wine, 
88 ; tobacco, 13 ; leather, 29 per cent. 

vfpr. 11. Royalty theatre burnt. 

14. The number of lunatics returned 
to the commissioners for licensing mad- 
houses, from 1815 to 1825, both inclusive, 
and entered into the registers, was — males, 
4461; females, 3443. 

22. Missolonghi taken by storm by a 
combined Egyptian and Turkish furc< 
commanded by Ibrahim. It had held out 
nearly eleven months. The obstinate de- 
fence niaile the assailants furious: the 
entire of the male population above twelve 
years of age were destroyed, and between 
three and lour thousand women and chil- 
dren were carried into slavery. It extin- 
guished the hopes of the patriots of western 
(treece. 

23. The sum received for admissions to 
see the monuments in Westminster Abbey 
in 1825 was 1585/. ; the price of admission, 
each person, U. 3rf. 

24. Riots ill Lancashire, occasioned by the 
hostility of the weavers to the power-looms. 

Si'XAM TO Inuia. — It is ascertained that 
the Entfrprue steam-vessel had reached 
Bengal. She sailed from Falmouth Au- 
gust 16th, reached the Cape October 13thi 
and arrived at the mouth of the Hoogley 
Decemlier 9th, after a passage of forty- 
seven days from the Cape, having con- 
sumed all her coals. The whole time 
spent in the voyage was sixteen weeks and 
three days, which is nearly the average 
leni^h of the voyage in sailing-vessels. 
By having supplies of coals at St. Helena 
and other intermediate points, it is thought 
the time might be abridged a month. 
Captain Johnson, by navigating the En- 
has earned the prise of 10,000/., 


subscribed at Calcutta, as a reward to the 
first person who made a steam-voyage from 
England to India. 

May 2. Public meeting at the Mansion- 
house fur the relief of distressed manufac- 
turers; the king subscribed 2000/. 

3. Riot near Bradford. Yorkshire ; two 
persons killed and several wounded in an 
attack on a power-loom mill. 

4. Mr. Hume made a formal motion on 
the state of the nation, accompanied by 
forty-five resolutions, illustrative of the 
chief points of financial discussion. He 
combated the idea of the chancellor of the 
exchequer {Mar. 13) that consumption 
bad increased. By taking a longer period 
for comparison, it would be found that the 
consumption of beer, wine, tobacco, and 
other articles, had not kept pace with the 
increase of population. Motion negatived 
by 153 to 52. 

A package of relics imported at Dublin, 
consigned to the rev. T. Murphy, of Kil- 
kenny. The declared value is !«., which 
subjects it only to a duty of 2<i.. and it is 
entered on the custom-house books “ One 
box of bones of martyrs.** 

5. A resolution carried in the house of 
commvins to vest a discretionary power in 
ministers, to allow corn, in bond, to be 
taken out on certain conditions, for home 
consumption. It was strenuously opposed 
by the landed interest, as a departure from 
the corn laws. 

6. Mr. Lemon has made some interest- 
ing discoveries at the state-paper office. 
One is an entire translation of “ Boethius,” 
by queen Elizabeth : the prose in the hand- 
ivriling of her secretary, and the poetry in 
tho queen’s own autograph. There are 
also several documents, elucidatory of the 
reign of Henry 8th, especially of tho king’s 
divorces. 

12. Mr. Huskisson, in an able speech, 
laid open the state of the shipping trade, 
and defended the policy of the relaxation 
in the navigation laws. 

The number of Jews at present is esti- 
mated at 3,166,603; of whom there are in 
the .Austrian states, 453,545 ; Prussia, 
134,980; Russia, 426,908; Poland,232, 000; 
Netherlaiuis, 80,000 ; France, 60,000 ; Bri- 
tain, 12,000; Italy, 36,000; Turkey in 
Europe, 321,000 ; Asia, 138,000; Africa 
Tof which 300,000 are in Morocco), 504,000; 
America, 5,700. {Atvi. lieg, Ixviii. 82.) 

31, Parliament prorogued, and two dajrs 
after dissolved. It was tho sixth session, 
which had been abridged with a view of 
getting through the general election at a 
convenient season. Though the session 
had been short, it had been f ull of business, 
and the parliamentary papers printed occu- 
pied 29 folio volumes, exclusive of tho 
journals and votes. 
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June 15. Destruction of tub Janis* 
sARiEii. — ^This once formidable force of 
the Turkish empire hud de^j^enerated into 
a mutinous and effeminate militia. Sultan 
Mahmoud, undeterred by the fate of Selirn, 
hici predecessor, who was murdered by this 
haughty corps, in 1807, sought to alter its 
organization by introducing the European 
arms, disci^diue, and mode of warfare. 
The Janissaries were opposed to innova- 
tions; they seditiously assembled in the 
square of Atmeidon, and declared they 
would not submit till the new regulations 
had been rescinded. The sultan had fore* 
seen aud prepared for this revolt by se- 
curing the services of the artillery, and 
even some of the Janissaries themselves. 
Mahmoud acted with vigour ; the sacred 
standard of Mahomet was unfurled, and 
all true believers were summoned to the 
defence of the religion of the Prophet. At 
the head of several thousand men lIuNsein 
Pacha attacked the rebels with impetuosity. 
They retired towards the Hippodrome of 
Atmeidon, and fluug themNches into the 
barracks. Cannon-balls aud shells burst 
upon their strong-holds ; the barracks 
were set on tire, and a terrible {tlaughter 
ensued of the Janissaries, lieiweeti two 
and three thousand were killed or ]>erished 
in the dames : those who escaped were ex- 
ecuted or banished from Constantinople, 
aud the very name of Jauis'ury became 
extinct. The destruction of this cairps was 
followed by an entire new-modelling of the 
Turkish military, and its discipline assi- 
milated to that of Kurupeaii nations. In 
every quarter »)f the city soldiers were to 
be seen at diill; Kgyptiaii officers were 
brought as iiisiiucturs frvon the army of 
Ibrahim ; the proud Turks, who were wont 
to treat Egyptians with contempt, now 
submitted to be their pupils. 

iJJi. This was the hottest day in the vear. 
At London the thermometer in the shade 
st4)od at Several sudden ileaths were 

occasioned by the heat, and the excite- 
ment i»f the general election. Among 
them a sou ut earl Grey, and .Mr. JUutter- 
Wurth, the eminent law -bookseller, a candi- 
date for Dover. 

In England, within the last twelve 
months, 1738 coroners* inquests have been 
held. 

GEfti:iuu Election. — Tlie elections 
\\ vre earned on in many places with great 
spirit ami bitterness. The struggles, how- 
ever, were not for the predominance of 
politkai parties but public questions. The 
prevailing tests ottered to candidates on 
the hustio^ were the corn-laws, catholic 
etnaiicqMilt'n, and the slave-trade. In 
Westminster the sitting members, sir F. 
Burdett and Mr. Ilobhotite, were returned. 
la BottthwMrk, a strenuous but unsuccess- 


ful effort was made to eject sir U. Wilson ; 
and in the city a cry of “No Popery” was 
raised against alderman Wood, Mr. 
Brougham once more entered the lists 
against the Luwthcrs, in Westmoreland, 
but was more signally defeated than in his 
former attempts. The radicals of Preston 
tried to return Mr. Cobbett ; though de- 
feated he polled 1000 votes. In Somerset- 
shire, Mr. Hunt retired from the contest, 
with the declaration that he “would re- 
peat the experiment till he succeeded.’* 
In England and Wales, 133 members were 
returned, who bad never before sut in par- 
liament. In Scotland there were no con- 
tests. except for Kirkcudbright, in which 
Mr. Ferguson ousted his ministerial oppo- 
nent. In Ireland, there was an unprece- 
lented display of feeling on the cathulu* 
question. The catholic priests, fur the first 
lime, openly began to take a part in elec- 
tions, iuculcatiiig the doctrine that oppo- 
sition to an auti-cathoi:c candidate was a 
Christian duty. Influenced by them, and 
roused by the oratorical energies of Mr, 
O'Connell, the Beresfurds were driven out 
of Waterfoid. The forty-shilling iVe.:- 
holders, many of whom bad been created 
for election purposes, now openly vot- li 
against their landlords. 

Ju/^ 4. Dkatjis of Adams and Jr.i hkh- 
soN. — It was a remarkable coincidence 
that the two ex-«'resideiiU of the Lnit'd 
SUtes both expired on the same day, and 
that day the fit'tieih anniversary ol die 
issuing of the declaration. They beard 
the sound of the lells and the s.i lutes 
which ushered in the political festival: 
both had been compelled, by ill-healib. to 
decline the invitation to attend the cele- 
bration at Washington, and before sun set 
they had both breathed their last, baring 
witnessed their country lisiiig, during b.iii* 
a-century, to power and wealth, under liu; 
government in laying who<«e foundaiirn 
they bud borne so large a share. Tie ir 
whole lives hail been spent iij the pidihc 
service; they had tilled the highest otiico 
in the state at home, and conducted its 
diplomacy abroad. They were both writers 
of ciniiience; in their political view.s there 
was a diticrenci, Mr. Adams inclinnig 
more than Mr. Jefferson to the uristucra- 
tical parts of the AiT.ericaii con.stitution. 
They formed two of the only three sur- 
viving members of thocoiigres.s who signed 
the declaration of indei>endence, in 177d- 
10. The moors of Yorkshire, alsnitllkly, 
Bingley, aud Burley, the scene of exten- 
sive tires, which are ascribed to the heat 
of the weather and lung drought. 

^ 18. Mr. Green made a nocturnal ascent 
with lus balloon from Vauxhall* gardens 
and descended near Richmond. During 
his aeiisi voyage the aeronaut could ui^ 
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tinguish the ^hUe wheats which was ready 
iur cutting, from the uncultivated land; 
the former appearing like sheets spread on 
the ground: the trees and buildings a})- 
peared quite black. The gas-lights on 
the bridges appeared like rows of lamps 
resting on the water Battersea and Put- 
ney bridges, which were not lighted, ap- 
peared like planks across the river. 

CrUKKK Loans. — One ot' these had been 
contracted lor in 182^, with Loughuan, Son, 
and O’Brien^ the other early in 1823, with 
the Ricardos. The last was for 2,000,000/., 
and realized 1,200,000/. fur tlie aid of the 
Greeks. Certain gentlemen, calling them- 
selves the ‘‘Greek committee,’* watched 
over the disbursement of the money, with 
tlic consent of the Greek deputies, Orlando 
and Luriottis. The great object was to 
raise a fleet, to be placed under the com- 
mand of lord Cochrane, which was to con- 
sist of ships of war ami steam-boats; the 
last had not yet been used in the Levant. 
Owing to some mismanagement, that has 
never been explained, no fleet was pro- 
vided ; all the naval aid sent to the Greeks 
was a sixty-gun frigate and a miserable 
steam-bout, both of which arrived too late 
to be usefid. Yet the money was all spent. 
There was much mutual recrimination in 
the newspapers on the causes of the failure, 
in which the names of Messrs. Hume, Buw- 
rmg, Kllice, Ricardo, Kasthopc, and Gallo- 
way, were conspicuous. 

Aug. 4, The “ stocks*’ belonging to St. 
(Uement’s Danes, in Portugal-stieet, were 
removed from their situation and destroyed, 
for the purpose of local improveineuts. 
They were the last remaining stocks in 
the streets of Loudon. 

7. ('olonel Purdoii defeated the Ashan- 
tees. A discharge of Congreve rockets, 
canister, and grape, was very destructive 
among the barbarians. Besiues ivory and 
gold-dust, the victors made prize of the 
head of the late sir Charles M‘Carthy, 
whicli was considered by the Ashantecs as 
their greatest charm, or fetish. It was en- 
veloped in two folds of paper, covered with 
Arabic characters, tied up a third time in 
a silk handkerchief, and lastly sewed up in 
a leopard’s skin. 

It appears that 1089 power- looms have 
beeu destroyed by the rioters in Lancashire, 
for which dam age s?, to the amount of 
16,383/., have been recovered by actions 
against the hundred. 

ikpt, 3. Nicholas I., emperor of Russia, 
crowned at Moscow. The duke of Devon- 
shire, who attended as the representative 
of George IV., ustonished the Russians 
by his splendid retinue and sumptuous 
entertainments. 

Oct. 3. The exact position of the Cowig 
stakes where Caosor crossed the Thames> 


has been ascertained. In deepoiilng the 
river, about 200 yards above Waltoii- 
bridge, a line of old broken piles was dis- 
covered, some five feet below the previous 
bed of the river. They were about as thick 
as a man’s thigh. Many were drawn, and 
are in possession of the gentlemen in the 
neighbourhood. 

16. Mr. Canning dined with the king of 
France, and sir Walter Scott with the king 
of England. 

19. Mr. Buckingham recovered 400/. 
damages from W. J. Banks, M. P., for a 
libel, charging the plaiiitifl' with having 
pirated notes and drawings made by Mr. 
Banks, during his journey in Syria, to 
publish ill Mr. Buckingham*s Book of 
Travels. 

Nov. 14. Meeting of the new parliament. 
Mr. Manners Sutton re-elected speaker. 
On the 21st it was opened liy the king in 
person. In the royal speech allusion was 
made to throwing open the ports for the 
admission of foreign grain, the termination 
of hostilities with the Burmese, and the 
distresses that had visited the manufac- 
turing districts. The address was carried 
in the upper house without a division ; in 
the lower an amendment, moved by Mr. 
liiiinc, seconded by Mr. Marshall, the 
new member for Yorkshire, was negatived 
by 170 votes against 24. 

Dec. 1. The king visited Drury-lane 
theatre. 

5. Alderman Waithman brought for- 
ward, in the house of commons, the sub- 
ject of the numerous joint-stock companies 
that had been established. W^ithiii the 
last three years, he said, 600 joint-stock 
cumpauies had been formed, most of them 
for dishonest purposes. The directors of 
these Irauduleut schemes worked with tbo 
market as they pleased, forcing up the 
prices of shares to sell, niid depressing 
them to buy, pocketing the difference. 
He dwelt particularly on the Arigna min- 
ing company, of which the late chainiian 
of the committee of ways and means, Mr. 
Brogden, had been a director. The di- 
rectors of this company, besi<les an allow- 
ance of three guineas per ilay for tlie use 
of their names, had divided a large surplus 
arising from trafficking in shares. Other 
members of the house had pocketed by tho 
bubble companies, among them sir tVilliam 
Congreve. He moved for a committee of 
inquiry with reference to the part taken by 
members of parliament in the joint-stock 
mania of 1824-5-6. The impiiry, on the 
suggestion of Mr. Camiiug, was restricted 
to the Arigna company. 

8. At a meeting of the Society of Anti- 
quarians. the earl of Aberdeen exhibited 
tho household book of James V. of Scot- 
land, coutaiulng an account of his expea* 
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difute from 8ept.l4, 1538, to Sept. 13, 1539. Welsh attorney fafterwards marshal 


IS a iolio volume, of considerable size, 
legibly written, and contains the names 
and prices of most articles in use among 
our ancestors. 

18. I^etter addressed by the king to the 
archbishop of Canterbury, authorising 8ul>- 
scriptions to l)e raised in churches for the 
relief of the manufacturing classes. 

26. Mr. Brie, member of the Catholic 
Association, killed in a duel at Dublin, by 
Mr. Hayes, a solicitor. 

27. The duke of York visited by the 
king, who remained with him two hours. 
The royal duke had been some time unwell, 
and was now in imminent danger. 

31. Died, in his 71st year, William 
Gifford, a well-known critic and satirist, 
and long connected with the government 
literature. He was the editor of the Anti- 
jacobin^ in 1799, and in 1809, in conjunc- 
tion with Messrs. Canning and Frere. es- 
tablished the Quarterly Hevieu^^ of which 
he was conductor till 1824, when the in- 
firmities of old age obliged him to resign 
his situation. Mr. Gifford was originally 
a|iprenticed to a shoemaker, at Ashlnirton, 
his native town. Not liking his occupa- 
tion, and having a strong taste for letters, 
which attracted the notice of Mr. Cookesley, 
a surgeon, he was, through the muuificeut 
kindne.ss of that gentleman, removed to 
Oxford University. He subsequently ob- 
tained the patronage of earl Grosvenor, 
and became paymaster of the band of 
gentlemen pensioners, and comptroller of 
the lottery. 

Annual Ohituauv. — Cotint Hostopchin, 
the governor who directed the burning of 
Moscow, in 1812; the governor also set 
fire to his conntry-seat. rather than it 
should be oi'ciipied by the French. At 
M arseilles, marshal Suchet, r»4, a distin- 
guished French general in the Peninsular 
v/ar. Liiidley Murray, 80, the popular | 
elementary writer: he was originally an 
eminent mercliant of New York, Init losing 
the use of his limbs, be turned his atteii- ' 
tion to composing literary works fur the | 
benefit of young people, and the profits of, 
which were devoted to charitable uses. 
At Worcester, the celebrated Knglish vo- 
calist, Charles Inctedon. John Pinkerton. 
F.8,A., t*7, author of an “ Kssay on Medals.’* 
V)>count Barrington, 92 ; he succeedefl 
Dr. Thomas Thurlow, in the see of Dur- 
ham, in 1791. Rev. John Milner, 74, 
Roman Catholic bishop of Castahaota, nnd 
vicar apostolic of ttio midland district of | 
Kiigland. At the house of sir George 
Smart, M. Carl Von Weber, 40, the cele- 
brated musical composer. William Davies 
Hhipiey, dean of Bt. Asaph, 81 : the dean 
Is chieily rewieiiibered from the prosecution 
inititutA egoiiiat him by William Jones, a 


the kiugVbench prison), for a government 
libel, and which originated Mr. Fox’s libel 
law, settling the powers of juries in libel 
cases. Samuel March PhilHpps, 45, re- 
corder of Grantham, and author of a 
“ Treatise on the Law of Kvidence.” Sir 
Thomas Stamford Raffles, 45, late governor 
of J ava. Of apoplexy, John Farquhar, 75, 
owner of Fonthill-abbey, and a person who 
had amassed immense wealth iii India by 
penurious and industrious habits : dying 
intestate, it was inherited W seven ne- 
phews and nieces. At Paris, Joseph Sam- 
son, 60, the man who decapitated Louis 
XVL, and the public executioner during 
the French revolution. At Margate, 
Michael Kelly, the dramatist, 63. In his 
convent, the famous monk La Trappe, a 
guerilla chief, who distinguished himself 
in the Spanish war of 1S23. Charles Mills. 
38, author of the History of Chivalry,’* 
&c. At Paris, T.dma. 60, the celebrated 
tragedian. F. Hoissy d’An^las, 70, a peer 
of France, and one who distinguished him- 
self by firmness and putriotihin during 
some trying scenes of the revolution. John 
Nichols, F.S.A., for nearly fifty years editor 
oi The Gentleman^i Magazine. John Flax- 
man, R A., 72. the eminent sculptor. At 
Paris, (ainrail Malte Brun, 52, celebrated 
geographer. At TriichinojHili, in the Fast 
Indies, Reginald Ileher, 1). 1)., bishop of 
Calcutta, 44, an exemplary divine and po- 
pular writer. 

A D. 1827. Rkvivai. of Industry — The 
present year was pregnant with events, 
and opened with a more cheering aspect 
than the preceding. Kmployinent was 
generally to he had by the woiking classes, 
and though wages were still low, they 
enabled them to gain a livelihood. The 
different monied and manufacturing in- 
terests were recovering from the confusion 
of the last eighteen months by a progress 
which, though slow, was sure, and which 
by its ilowru'ss, perhaps, justified the beluf 
that it did not proceed from factitious 
scheming, t>ut was the natural return of 
mercantile health. The atmosphere had 
Iweii cleared by the monetary crisis of 
1825-6, and an entire decomposition of 
commercial elements effected. Masses of 
fictitious property were dispersed, and 
much of the real capital of the country 
distributed into new channels. Had this 
been the only result, the useful lesson over- 
speculation had taught might have been 
more instructive than injurious. Unfortu- 
nately an immense loss was sustained from 
thf^dest ruction of property, occasioned by 
the fluctuation in prices, and the sudden 
change in the employment of capital and 
industry. A checa wo* thus given to in- 
terna! improvement; and in consequence 
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of the bHp;ht on mercantile confidence the 
legitimate movements of commerce long 
continued to be impeded. It is in the 
nature of great changes to involve the in- 
nocent with the guilty ; and this was the 
worst result of the late revulsion; it not 
only swept away the delusive projects of 
the adventurer, hut paralysed for a season 
the operations of real business and com- 
mendable enter]^)rise. In domestic politics 
the prominent topic of interest, in the his- 
tory of the year, was the termination of the 
Liverpool ministry, and the efforts to supply 
the vacancy occasioned by the sudden ill- 
ness of that nobleman. Abroad the poli- 
tical horizon was auspicious. The arms 
of Russia and Persia were encountering 
each other on the banks of the Araxes, 
but the sound was too distant to disturb 
the repose of Europe. Our armament in 
the Tagus had guaranteed the Portuguese 
constitution against the machinations of 
the absolutists of Paris and Madrid. Even 
the interference of the great powers in be- 
half of the Greeks, which led to the battle 
of Navarino^ failed to disturb the traru|uil- 
lity of Europe. 

Jan, 4. The habit. of walking with the 
hands in the breeches or coat-pockets was 
now very prevalent in the metropolis. It 
was ascertained that of the first thirty men 
who passed on the narrow foot-path in 
New-street, Covent-gardeii, eighteen had 
both hands in their pockets, and five 
others had one hand so placed. (Ann. Reg,^ 
Ixix. 6.) The practice may have risen out 
of the late ])ecuniary mania, hut has been 
superstnlcd by the general use of gloves. 

5. Dkath of tub 1)i;kk of Youk. — 
The demise of his royal highness, who 
had long laboured under an incurable 
dropsy, bad been for some time expected. 
He was in the b4th year of his age, and 
for upwards of thirty-two years had been 
at the head of the army. His sincerity, 
affability, attention 1o the comforts of the 
soldier, and to the discharije of his official 
duties, combined with equity in the dispo- 
sition of the patronage of his office, had 
made him highly popular among the mi- 
litary. During iiis administration at the 
Horse-guards, secoi ded by the lessons of 
practical experience which the war in the 
Peninsula afforded, the British army had 
not merely been imp-iwed, but almost 
created. The duke was large in person, 
of a manly appearance. He bore a strong 
resemblance to George 111., and inherited, 
in some degree, his hasty and rapid mode 
of speech. He was like his father, too, in 
thoughts and in affections; but differed 
from him in his love of pleasure and ad- 
diction to gaming. He was a tory in 
lM)UticH, but seldom interfered in them. 
His anti-catholic declaration, in 1825, was 


deemed a rash enunciation of an unchange- 
able opinion in the presumptive heir to the 
crown. The duke of Wellington, already 
master- general of the ordnance, became 
the new commander-in-chief. The fitness 
of his appointment was universally acqui- 
esced in, only a constitutional objection 
was raised against the propriety of his 
grace continuing to hold, with his new 
office, his seat in the cabinet. 

13. The testimony of Richard Carlile 
against a servant who had robbed him, 
the recorder at the Old Bailey refused to 
receive, on the ground that the prosecutor 
did not believe in the Scriptures. 

Feb. 1. The lord-chancellor gave judg- 
ment in fVellesley v. Duke of Heauforl, It 
excited interest from the notoriety of the 
parties, and the peculiarities of the case. 
Mr. Wellesley, a nephew of the duke of 
Wellington, married, in 1812, Miss Tilney 
Long, with a fortune of 40,0004 a-year. 
Subsequently to the marriage he lived 
openly in adultery with Mrs. Bligh, and 
Mrs. Wellesley separated from him, taking 
along with her their children, that they 
might not be corrupted by the profligate 
example of the parent. Mrs. Wellesley 
dying, Mr. Wellesley claimed possession 
of his children, but the court interfered to 
prevent him, on the ground that his openly 
immoral conduct had disqualified him lor 
the custody of his offspring. The juris- 
diction of the court, lord Eldon said, was 
undoubted, and he had no hesitation in 
exercising it, where there was property for 
the maintenance of children, but not other- 
wise. The prayer of the plaintiff, there- 
fore* was refused, and the children, as 
wards of chancery, consigned to the care of 
uardiaiis. The chancellor’s decision was 
subsequently confirmed by the house of 
lords. 

8. Parliament met after the holidays. 
An additional grant of UOUO/. to the duke 
rf Clarence, ou account of his nearer prox- 
mity to the throne, was carried, after 
sharp opposition. 

17. Illness of tub earl op LiVEUPoor,. 
— A stroke of apoplexy terminated the 
ublic life of the earl ot Liverpool, thtnigh 
his lordship survived till Decern l^^r 4. 

He was born in 1770, and, as Mr. Jenkiii- 
sou and lord Hawkesbury, had been a 
strenuous supporter of Mr. Pitt. His own 
premiership commenced June 0, 1812, and 
owed such lustre as it possessed to fortu- 
'tous occurrences rather than energetic 
itatesmanship. The earfs j>rivate cha- 
racter was respectable ; he was disinterested, 
and not addicted to political intrigue or 
partisanship. Inheriting from his father 
an extensive knowledge of monetary and 
commercial affairs^ combined with the ex- 
perience of a protracted official career, his 
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lordship was master of the chief facts and 
principles bearing on the physical interests 
of the empire. He was a sound, safe, 
commonplace leader, but not eminent for 
eloquence, nor for force and originality of 
mind. Except by the adoption of a more 
liberal commercial system, little had been 
done during the peace towards the reform 
of domestic abuses, or the reduction of the 
incumbrances entailed by the war. His 
ministry had become weak, chiefly from a 
division on the catholic claims, and was 
only kept together on the understanding 
that catholic emancipation shoidd be 
an open question, each member of the 
cabinet following his own convictions, with- 
out lending to the support of his opinion 
the patronage of his otlice. Mr. Canning 
and his friends were in favour of conces- 
sion ; lords Liverpool, Eldon, and Welling- 
ton. and Mr. Peel, against it. 

21. Will of Air. Kundell, the silver- 
smith, proved ; personal property amounted 
to 1,200,000/. 

The sale of the duke of York’s furniture 
produced 61J00/. 

Mar, 1 . Mr. Canniug introduced his reso- 
lutions on the corn-laws. A bill tounded 
upon them passed the commons, but 
was thrown out of the lords, chiefly through 
the opposition of Mr, ('annings late col- 
leagues, headed by the duke of ^^'ellington. 

The following extract from a letter, ad- 
dressed to sir VV’in. Knighton, the king’s 
])rivy purse, fsxhibits some of the effects of 
the difficulties which now beset Air. Can- 
ning. It IS dated on the 3d instant : — 
*• J/y (lear Sir^ — The only ill effect of my 
attendance in the house of coinmons, on 
Thursday, was a sleepless night ; a griev- 
ance which 1 do n<»t remember ever to 
have experienced to the same degree before. 
I was not feveri.sh ; 1 was not exhausted ; 
I w'as not even tiretl ; — and lean generally 
get to sleep, putting aside whatever is 
upon my mind, but Ttiursday night 1 
could not. 1 feit as if every limb, from top 
to toe, was alive, like an eel, and 1 lay all 
night, nut tos.sing or tumbling, but as 
broad awake as if it were mui-day. The 
consequence was that 1 kept quiet at home 
(by iioiiand’s advice) all yesterday, and 
did not go to the house of commons, for 
which reason I have nut written to his 
majesty ; perhaps you will have the kind- 
ness to explain why. 1 am quite well this 
morning, having (by order) dined mure 
liberally yesteru.iy, and drunk a little more 
win**, and afterwards slept like a top from 
eleven to seven. — Kver most sincerely youis, 
George (’aiming.” — {JMemaivs of Sir IV, 
Knighton, i. 376.) 

6. At the Winchester assizes, on the 
trial of a woman for the murder of her 
child, the couusel of the prisoner objected 


that, inasrauc^i as the inquisition of the 
coroner, on which she was tried, appeared 
to be on the finding of thirteen jurors, tJio 
words ** upon their oaih*\ were clearly 
wrong, as thirteen men cOuld Uf*t have 
been sworn by one oath, but by thiVteeu 
oaths. Mr. justice B idler immediately 
pronounced the ohjectiun fatal, and the 
inquisition was quashed. . 

23. Edward Gibbon Wakefield, Wil- 
liam Wakefield, Edward Theveiiot, and 
Frances Wakefield, were fried at Lancaster 
assizes for the abduction of Aliss Ellen 
Turner, a lady 15 years of age, ainl the 
only child and heiress of William Turner, 
esq., a gehtleman, with real estates atAIaii- 
cliester producing 5000/. a-year. The jury 
brought ill a verdict of guilty against the 
two Wakefields and Airs. Waketield. 
Judgment against the two Wakefiel<ls was 
delnered in the couit of kingVher.ch, 
AJay 14th, when Edward Gibbun Wake- 
field was sentenced to be confined in New- 
gate for three years, and William M’ake- 
fiehl ill Lancaster castle, for the same 
period. J udgmeut was nut prayed against 
Airs. Wakefield. An act of parliaiiieiit 
was pa.ssed to annul tlie alleged ni.iiriage 
with Miss Turner. 

30. Air. Tierney moved a postponement 
of the supplies, till a strong, efficient, and 
united administration had been lorined. 
What was meant by a “ united adininis;- 
tratioa'’* he would net define. Motion ne- 
gatived by 158 to 80. 

April 10, Mr. Hume obtained leave to 
bring in a bill for the abolition of inipri- 
soiiinent for debt on mesne prucees, 

10. Taliacoliaii operatiun, so ca led from 
its inventor, for the restoration of a b>st 
nose, performed for the first time, in Scot- 
land, by Mr. Liston, surgeon, in Edin- 
burgh. 

30. First stone of the London university 
laid by the duke of Sussex. It was coin- 
memoriiteil by a dinner, at whicli wcie 
present the duke ot Norfolk, inurquis of 
Lansdowiie, ear) of Carnarvon, b-rd Auck- 
land, sir U. Wilson, Hr. Lushington, Mr. 
J. Smith, Dr. Maltby, colunel Jones, aider- 
man Venables, &c. &c. 

Canning Ministiw. — There was an 
terregninii of near two moi.ths before nu*a 
sures were taken to sujiply the deficiency 
II tlie ministry occasioned by the illness of 
the earl of Liverpool. No hope reniaiiiing 
of his lordship’s recovery, the king deter 
mined upon the course he slioidd adopt. 
From the first he had selected Mr. Caniiini^ 
for his confidential adviser; and the fa- 
vourable dis|)OSition of his majesty towards 
the foreign secretary was in accordancu 
with the general sentiment among the 
people, Mr. CatiniDg was not implicitly 
confided in for political consistency, utMthei 
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was hi? public conduct universally ap- 
proved, but his Huperiurity to his colleagues 
111 experience, clu(peuce, official ability, 
and general intelligence, was recognised. 

He hiuLbecome popular by the recognition 
of the , independence of the American co- the opposition undertook to support Mr. 
lonies ; by disconnecting the country, in ('anning, without stipulating for the imine- 
its foreign policy, from the continental diate possession of places, merely on tlie 


Brougham ; he declined the appointment, 
observing that, if he left the house of com- 
mons for the sake of the rolls, he should be 
without “ posi~hfirse» to carry him tlui rest 
of his journey.” Ultimately the bulk of 


despotisms, and by his liberal sentiments 
on the catholic question. The public press 
and the talented and liberal-minded were 
in his favour. The king, therefore, evinced 
judgment in his choice, and empowered 
Mr. Canning to form a new ministry, on a 
prescribed basis. It was to be like its 
predecessor, divided in opinion on the 
catholic question ; but Mr. Canning, the 
leader of the pro-catholic party, who re- 
fused longer to serve udder an anti-catholic 
premier, should be its head. On this point 
Mr. Canning was decided, and expressly 
stipulated with his majesty that he was 
not **only to have the substantial ]u)wer of 
first minister, but be known to have.*’ — 
{Stap/etoH's Ai/'c, iii. 315.) The king's in- 
structions were received on the 10th inst. 
Mr. Canning forthwith began to m.ake his 
arrangements, under the impression that 
his former colleagues would Ixiw to his 
supremacy ; in lieu of which, within forty- 
eight hours after, seven leading members 
of tile cabinet sent in their resignations. 
These Mr. Cunning, on the 12th, took to 
St. James's, and, laying them c/i masse 
before the king, said, “ See here, sire, what 
disables me from executing your majesty’s 
will.*' The king gave him his hand to 
kiss, and Mr. Canning was prime- minister. 
The.v// i^^ at once of seven ministers looked 
like a conspiracy against the king’s choice, 
and a determination to coerce the royal 
will. Mr. Peel’s intention to resign, how- 
ever, bad been frankly avowed beforehand, 
but the simultaneous resignation of the rest 
was unforeseen. The general excuse they 
offered was difference with tl>e premier on 
tlie catholic question ; but this plea would 
not serve all, for lords Melville, London- 
derry, and others of the retiring statesmen, 
agreed on that subject with Mr. Canning. 
This guve it ibeseinblanceof a confederacy 
either against Mr. Canning personally, or 
the king’s choice. But George IV., in the 
exercise of his prerogatives, was not to be 
controlled any more than his predecessor. 
He differed from Mr. Canning respecting 
the catholics, but having selected his mi- 
nister he steadily supported him. Before 
^‘paruting from his lute coUtMirues, Mr. 


ground of approval of his late policy. 
Under these circumstances the new minis- 
try was constituted as follows: — 

Mr. Canning, Premiet', 

Karl of Harrow by, Lord President, 

Duke of Portland, Lord Privy Seal, 
Viscount Dudley, Foreign Secretary, 

W. S. Bourne. Home Secretary. 

Viscount Goderich, Colonial Secretary, 
W, Huskisson, Board of Trade, 

C. W. Wynn, Hoard of Control. 

Viscount Palmerston, Secretary at IVar, 
Lord Bexley, Chancellor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster. 

Lord Lyndhurst, Lord Chancellor. 

Sir John Leach, Master of the Rolls. 

Sir Anthony Hart, yice-Chancellor. 

Sir James Scarlett. Attorney-General, 

Sir N. Tindall, Solicitor-General. 

Duke of Clarence, Lord High Admiral. 
Marquis of Anglesey, Master- General of 
the Ordnance. 

Duke of Devonshire, Lorr/ Chamberlain, 
Duke of Leeds, Master of the Horse. 
lion. W. Lamb, Secretary for Ireland, 

The first eleven formed the cabinet. 
Lord Bexley was among the resigned, hut 
recalled his resignation, on the ground of 
a mistake, and retained tho duchy sinecure, 
(’hauges were subsequently made, and 
members of the oppo>ition were introduced 
into offices. The manjuis of Laiisdowne 
accepted the seals of the home ilepartmont ; 
Mr. Tierney the mastership of the mint; 
aiul Mr. Abercrombie became judge-advo- 
cate, ricr sir John Beckett. 

Tub KiNtj’s IIkai.th. — During the siis 
pension of the ministry, and while a new 
one was being formed, the king’s liealth 
was very indifferent. In a note to sir \\ . 
Knighton, dated April bth, his majesty 
jjays , — ** It is true 1 am jaded and (juite 
worn out, and writing from my bed, where 
I have laid down for a little rest ; but to- 
morrow will be quite time enough [Ivir sir 
William’s coming to the palace, who was 
absent from indisposition]. Little or no 
advance, I regret to say, has as yet been 
made, amidst, perhaps, almost unravefah,e 
perplexities:' Tlie fiillowing is a inelan- 


^•parunng irom his late coUtMirues, Mr. perprexmes, xi.t- f, 

Cainiiing had opened communications with choly picture, by the kuig uinse * ‘ 

the leading whigs — with Mr. Brougham infirmities tluring the to 

personally, and with the marquis of Lans- Royal Dulge.. June \^t , -' • ^ 

dowiie through the medium of a common myself I am pretty well Im i ip 
friend, the earl of Carlisle. The master- little or no use of my piior limb^^ tor i c_ 
slupof the roll, wu mentioned for Mr. ^neither walk up nor down btairs., 
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obliged to be carriedi and in general to be 
wheeled about everywhere ; for my power# 
of walking, and even of crawling about 
with crutches, or with the aid of a strong 
stick, are not in the smallest respect im- 
proved since you last saw me ; at the same 
time that my knees, legs, ankles, and feet, 
swell more formidably and terribly than 
ever .’* — {Memoirt of Sir fVtn. Knighlou^ i. 
376.) This sufficiently accounts for the 
king’s reluctance to see strangers, which 
puzzled the prince Puckler MuAau, on his 
visit to Windsor- park, in the August fol- 
lowing. “Lord 11, * says he, “was afraid 
the king might meet us, and feel ‘ nmt a 
son aise* at the sight of unexpected strangers 
— fur the monarch’s tastes are singular 
enough. It is unpleasant to him to see a 
strange face, or indeed a human being of 
any kind whatsoever, within his domain ; 
and the park is consequently (with the 
exception of the high*road, which crosses 
it) a perfect solitude .” — {Tour of a German 
Prince, iv. 143.) 

May 1. Parliament met, after the Easier 
recess, and presented a novel aspect, alter 
the coalition of parties. Mr. Tierney, Mr. 
Brougham, sir F. Burdett, and sir R. Wil- 
son, were ranged on the ministerial side ; 
neither Mr. Hume in the lower, nor earl 
Grey in the upper house, had changed 
their seats. The two iirst days were occu- 
pied iu explanations, given by the different 
parties, of the motives that had influenced 
their conduct, and of which we have availed 
oui>elves in the preceding statement. 

6. Lord Cochrane and general Church 
repulsed in an attempt to raise the siege 
of the Acropolis. Athens held out fur 
about a month longer, when colonel Fabvier 
and his brother Philhelleues capitulated 
on honourable terms to the Turks. The 
loss of Missolonghi last year, and of Athens 
this, combined with the dissensions of the 
Greek chiefs, left slight hopes of Grecian 
independence. They appointed their 
countiyniaij, count Capo d’lstrias who had 
been iu the service of Russia, piesident of 
congress for seven years, with the same 
power as the president of the United 
States. 

8. Ja digging in the Vauxhall-road, to 
form & common sewer from Westminster 
to the Thames, a number of human bones, 
with fragments of timber, old shoes, 
buckles, and remains of wearing apparel, 
were exhumed. It appears to have beeu 
imar the site of the Pest-house” (since 
denominated the Five Chimneys) to which 
victims of the plague fled iu 16G5, and 
such as did not recover were buried iu the*; 
vicinity. 

18. Thames tunnel fell iu and filled 
with water. Mr. Brunell, the engineer, 
imiaediutely adopted measuree for stop* 


ping up the breach with bags of clay, and 
sinking a lighter, loaded with old iron, 
over them. 

June 1. Mr. Cunning brought forward 
the budget. It was without novelty, and 
the minister referred to a future session for 
a more minute inquiry into the state of the 
fliiances. Ministerial changes, the corn- 
laws, and the conduct of political parties, 
formed the engrossing topics of parlia- 
mentary discussion. 

Ju/y 2. Parliament prorogued by com- 
mission. The session had been enlivened 
by the explanations of political leaders, 
but hud been one of little business. Thu 
gaine-luws, debtor-laws, and the state of 
the court of chancery, were discussed ; and 
Mr. Peel continued the task he had en- 
tered upon of bringing forward bills ior 
the consolidation of the criminal statutes. 
The corruption of the boroughs of Peiiryu 
and East Retford was brought forward. 
Ministers proposed to extend the elective 
franchise to the adjoining hundreds, ihe 
opposition their total disfranchiseinent ; 
but neither course was adopted during the 
session. 

6. Treaty signed at London, by the 
ministers ot Britain, France, and Russia, 
for the pacification of Greece, lu this 
treaty they declared the motives of then* 
interference to be the necessity of putting 
an end to the sanguinary contest between 
the Porte and its Grecian subjects, and to 
the piracies to which European commerce 
was exposed by the continuance of hosti- 
lities. England ami Fiance justified their 
interference on the ground that their inter- 
position had been requested by the Greeks. 
This was the first uotice the European 
powers had vouchsafed of the struggling 
Greeks ; all the aid they had hitherto re- 
ceived proceeded from the voluntary con- 
tributions or personal services of enthusi- 
astic individuals. 

14. William Sheen, a/ias Beadle, tried 
ot the Old Bailey for the murder *>f his 
child, by cutting off its head, and acquitted. 
He escaped by pleading a former acquittal, 
whicii arose from a technical error in the 
indictment. The name iu the indictment 
was “Wiiliairi Beadle,” but in the bap- 
tismal register that was proiluced it was 
‘* Charles William Beadle consequently, 
as no identity was proved, Mr. justice Hoi* 
royd held the discrepancy to be fatal to 
the indictment. . , 

16, A ludicrous scene in the king s 
bench prison. It was a raock-elcctiou lor 
the newly-created borough of Tenterden, as 
the debtors styled their gaol. The riotous 
spurt was kept up fVir three days, and was 
only terminated by the interference of mai- 
shal Jones. 

Ift the f^uttdtttions of the new 
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London-brid^e, many ancient pieces of 
coin, gold, silver, and brass, were disco* 
vered. They were mostly Homan, or Saxon. 
Among them was a leaden figure of a 
horse, the head of which was so admirably 
executed as hardly to be inferior to some 
of the heads on the Elgin marbles. Cau* 
tion, however, was necessary in the adop- 
tion of these antiquities, as attempts were 
made to circulate spurious fabrications. 

Aug. 8. Dka.ti{ of Mr. Canning. — ^T his 
highly-gifted orator and statesman expired 
in the 57th year of his age, at Chiswick, a 
villa of the duke of Devonshire, and the 
same in which Charles James Fox died. 
Mr. Canning’s death was occasioned by an 
infiammatiou of the kidneys; a painful 
disease, aggravated, probably, by uneasi- 
ness of mind and the over-excitement con- 
sequent on his elevation to the premier- 
ship. He was born in the parish of Mary- 
lebone, of a respectable and talented, but 
straitenetl family. He enjoyed, how- 
ever, the advantages of a superior educa- 
tion, and at Eton was not less remarkable 
for assiduous scholastic application than 
the display of those shining abilities m 
rhetoric and literary composition for which 
he was afterwards distinguished. At this 
foundation he formed an intimacy with 
the Jeukinsons, ivhile, through his mother’s 
acqoaintance with Mr. Sheridan, he kept up 
a social intercourse with the whigs. With- 
out fortune or high station, it was neces- 
sary, with a view to his future support and 
distinction, that he should enter himself a 
cadet of one of the two great political 
parties. Contrary to anticipation, Mr. Can- 
ning\s choice fell upon the tories, and in 
1793 he became reprt-sentative, in the house 
of commons, of the treasury borough of 
Newport. His maiden speech, in the fol- 
lowing year {Jan. 3I«/) was not relished — 
it was too ambitious ; the speaker had, 
however, the good sense to profit by the 
faults of a first attempt, but never entirely 
mastered them. In 1799 he married Jlliss 
Juan Scott, with a fortune of 100,000^., and 
one of the three daughters of general Scott, 
whose immense riches had been made by 
play. By his oratory in the senate, and 
iiis pen in ^he Anti jacobin, he rendered 
effective support, during the war, to the 
measures of the l*itt ministry. Mr. Can- 
“mg had much wit, and a taste for invec- 
tive and ridicule, which he not unfre- 
queutly disfigured by virulence. With 
these weapons he battered the Addingtons 
jjfter the peace of Amiens, and “All the 
lalents,*’ as they were termed, in 1806. 
He waa u clever partisan, but occasionally 
failed in candour, dignity, and generosity, 
political hostilities. He agreed with 
the Grenvilles on several of their measures 
Qas the aboiitionof the slave-trade), though 


he bitterly reviled their administration; 
and he accepted office in the Portland 
ministry, though he despised the preju- 
diced alarm upon which it had been es- 
tablished. He thought lightly of the abi- 
lities of lord Gastlereagh; and that mi- 
nister, resenting the success of a cabinet 
ititrigue, by which he was sought to be 
displaced, they fought a duel, then be- 
came reconciled, and Mr. Canning accepted 
a subordinate situation under hU lordship. 
On catholic emancipation the extent of 
his offending was limited to holding office 
with those by whom it was opposed, ami 
suffering the question to remain in abey- 
ance; but in truth it could nut have been 
carried, either with the concurrence of the 
people or the king. In these movements 
there was a giving way to expediency, but 
not absolute dereliction of principle. In- 
deed, the character of Mr. Canning for 
private honour and public consistency can- 
not be seriously impugned. That he was 
arrogant, vain, and assuming, may be 
allowed, but he had the manliness to avow 
his sentiments, and did not meanly desert 
them. Rather than participate in the 
proceedings against queen Caroline, al- 
though allowed by his colleagues to take 
no part against that unhappy princess, he 
retired from office. This redeemed, in the 
estimate of many, his political reputation, 
which had suffered from apparent truck- 
ling for office, his strenuous support of the 
Six Acts, and his contemptuous revilings 
of constitutional reform. He was long 
the efficient representative of Liverpool, 
and of this distinction no rival candidate, 
though four times tried, could deprive 
him. The death of the marquis of Lon- 
donderry removed a chevhnaie in his offi- 
cial career, and, in lieu of an honourable 
exile as governor-general in India, he be- 
came secretary for foreign affairs. It was 
the era of a new course of statesmanship, 
signalised by a more marked dissent from 
the Holy Alliance, and an amelioration, 
which the changes of the times had ren- 
dered politic, in onr navigation and com- 
mercial laws. Upon these points, and also 
ill the conduct adopted towards Portugal, 
Greece, and the American republics, Mr. 
Canning coincided more in sentiment with 
the Opposition than with many of his col- 
leagues. It was this conformity, which 
the current of circumstances, more than 
iucUnatiun, forced upon him, that won 
for him the support of a large section 
of the whigs on his elevation to the pre- 
miership. This last prize of political am- 
bition he did not long possess, and never, 
perhaps, for a moment enjoyed, through 
failing health and the bitterness of oppo- 
nents, Had he lived it may bo doubted 
whether he would have long been able to 
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maintain himself at the head of affairs, 
opposed as he was by his own party, and 
dependent mainly on the volunteer aid of 
the whij;s. HU declaration against the 
dissenters was indiscreet : he was too per- 
sonally susceptible of, us well as obnoxious 
to, attack, and lacked that gravity of cha- 
racter and intellect essential to the steady 
government of an empire. Still he was a 
man of brilliant accomplishments, uniting 
in an eminent degree the graces of scholar- 
ship, of gentlemanly bearing, and high 
political ability; which, with great per- 
sonal advantages, elegant manners, for- 
giving temper, affectioiiuteness, and conci- 
liatory address, rendered him, particularly 
in the latter years of his life, an object of 
very general admiration and aitacliment. 
His eloquence was singularly felicitous, 
correct, copious, and classically ornate: 
it was not, however, of the first order, and 
won more by beauties of style, and amusing 
display of ridicule and humour, than depth 
of reasoning, or energetic appeals to lofty 
principles. To the philanthropic class of 
legislators, indeed, Mr. Canning never 
seemed to aspire. It was with the grand- 
eur of the nation, rather than its happi- 
ness, that he sympathised ; the renown of 
its naval and military achievements, its 
commercial opulence, and the splendour 
and luxury of its aristocratic orders. Minor 
domestic innovations, that were harmless 
or useful, or opposed only by prejudice, he 
did not oppose, but organic changes he 
resolutely set his face against, and that 
often by reasoning of a superficial or selfish 
im|)ort. Under a monarchy he was born, 
had thriven, and hoped to die, formed the 
staple of his arguments on parliamentary 
reform, against which he annually raised 
his beaver, dealt his gibes, and .ounded 
his periods ; and which savoured more of 
the adventuring politician of the school of 
Wilkes or Walpole than of the patriot. 
A trait of Mr. Oanniiig is mentioned by 
sir Wni. Knighton, that seems hardly re- 
concilable with the general constitution of 
his mind, lie had no taste for, nor de- 
rived any gratification from, contemplating 
the most hiiished pro^luctions of the pencil, 
it was only the realities of life, not the 
creations. of sentiment or of the imagin- 
ation, with which he sympathised. He 
was a laborious corrector of his speeches, 
and very fastidious about the phraseology 
of his orations. 

17. Godphicu Ministry. ■— Fewer 
changes than were expected followed the 
death of Mr. Canning. Lord Goderich 
became the new premier, as first lord 
the treasury, and Mr. Huskissoii succeeded 
hts lordship as colonial secretary. A difH- 
culty arose about the new chancellor of 
the exchequer. , Tierney, Iluskisfon, and 


Sturges Bourne declined the office, and it 
wa^ at last given to Mr* Herries, who had 
been secretary to the treasury under lord 
Liverpool, and who had resigned, witn his 
colleagues, on the promotion of Mr. Can- 
ning. The whigs of the cabinet were dis- 
pleased with this appointment, and lord 
Lansdowne tendered his resignation. They 
objected to the chancellor of the exche- 
quer, both on political grounds and as a 
nominee of the king, till it was explained 
that Mr. Herries was not the choice of the 
king, but of lord Goderich. Lord 11 ar- 
rowby retired, and was succeeded by the 
duke of Pojrtliiiid, and the earl of Carlisle 
became the new privy seal. The duke of 
Wellington resumed the command of the 
army, but without a seat in the cabinet, li) 
Ireland, the vacant chancellorship was filled 
up by sir Anthony Hart, who was suc- 
ceeded in the vice-chancellorship by Mr. 
Shadwell. The following is the list of 
the Goderich ministry, — the third in the 
space of seven months : — 

Lord Goderich, First Lord of the Tmi- 
surtj. 

Mr. Herries, Chancellor of the ICsche- 
quer» 

Lord Dudley and Ward, Fordijn Serve- 
tanj. 

Marquis of Lansdowne, Home S> eretarij. 

Mr. Huskisson, Colonial Secretary » 

Lord Lynd hurst. Lord Chanvellor* 

Duke of Portland, President of the 
Council, 

Earl of Carlisle, Privy Seal. 

Lord Palmerston, Secretary at IVur. 

Mar(;uis of Anglesey, Master General rf 
the Ordnance, 

C. Grant, President of the Punrd of Trade, 
and Treasurer of the f^avy. 

C. W. Wynn, President of the Hoard f 
Control, 

Lord Bexley, Chancellor of the Uurhy of 
Ijonvastcr, 

Mr. Tierney, Master of the Mint. 

Sturges Bourne, S*trveyor of tl’oods a/nl 
Forests, 

Lord Goderich, who was suffering from 
some domestic bereavement, oilLned to 
resign before tlio end of the year, ami it 
was with flifficulty his administraliou liehl 
together till Christmas. 

SepL 8. A steam-carriage, to travel on 
common roads, made an excursion to Iligh- 
gate; it proceeded at the rate ot thirteen 
miles per hour, and its motions were easily 
directed by the conductor. . 

20. Sale of the great whig club-chair 
took place at the Crown and Anchor ta- 
vern. . 

29. Northern Expbditions.— 

Parry returned from an unsuccessiul a - 
tempt to reach the uorth-iwle over the icc. 
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Roacliinj;^ in tlie Hecla the appointfd place 
off the Spitzbergeir coast) he took lu the 
sletl«;e-boats, and was out for sixty-one 
days; one of the boats being under his 
own care, the other under that of lieutenant 
Ko8s. The boats were hauled over the ice 
by the ship's crew — twelve men to each ; 
ami, after undergoing incredible fatigue, 
they found that for a great part of the 
time they were on float ing icei)ergs, wliich 
carried them southwani, while tliey were 
straining every nerve to proceed north- 
ward. Of course the enter|)rise w as aban- 
doned. They reached lilt, b‘2^ 45' ; during 
the last three days of their unavailing ef- 
forts the boats hatl gained only three miies. 
About the same time captain Franklin and 
<loctor Richardson anived from their ex- 
j)loratory expedition to the nortli-wcst 
coast of America. After descending Mac- 
kenzie river, captains Franklin and Back 
liad coasted westward to the L'lOth <leg. W. 
long. They met wiili no considerable in- 
dentation on the coast, but it gradually 
tended northward, almost as far as they 
penetrated, to lat.7‘2^ 30'., when it seemed 
to run nearly west. 

Oct. ‘JO. Battle ov N.wauino. — Sultan 
Mahmoud declining the mediation of the 
combined powers (see July Gth), an action 
ensued with the Turkish and Egyptian 
fleet, anchored in the bay of Kavuriuo. 
Ibrahim Pacha having received a large 
reinforcement of troops from Egypt, and 
orders from Constantinople to put down 
the insurrection on land, he re-com- 
menced the war furiously against the 
Greeks. All found in arms weie put to 
the sword, and the Morea laid wuNte. It 
was to arrest his desolating course, and 
coinjiel him to accede to an armistice, that 
the coinbined Heels of England, France, 
and Russia, entered the haibour. If loia- 
hiin refused to listen to a pacitic overture, 
his fleet was to be destroyed or captuicd. 

ith this understanding admiral Codring- 
toii entered the bay, followed by the French 
ships, under J)e Rigny, and the Russian 
squadron. They found the Ottoman fleet 
ranged at the bottom of the bay, ui the 
form of a crescent. The battle began, 
apparently without plan on either side, by 
a discharge of musquetry fnun the Turks. 
It soon became general. Codrington, in 
the opened upon the Egyptian ad- 
miral, aud reduced him to a wreck, as he 
had previously done the ship of the capitaiia 
B^y, on the starboard. All the other ships 
ot the line, aud the frigates, were equally 
well employed in silencing their opponents. 
I he conflict lasted with great fury four 
hours. At the end the enemy had disap- 
peareil, and the bay was strewed with the 
fragments of bis ships. Among the allies 
the loss of the KnglUh was greatest. Tney 
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had 75 men killed and 197 wcmided. 
News of tlie disaster produced a strong 
feeling of resentment at Constantinople, 
hut no actual outbreak of hostility. The 
sultan, by the destruction of the Janissa- 
ries, had extinguished the elements of 
popular violence. Under the old system, 
no Christian could have appeared in the 
streets with safely. Such satisfaction 
being demanded by the Porte as the allied 
ambassadors could not grant, they with- 
drew from the Turkish capital in De- 
cember. 

Nov. f). In tb.e admiralty court lord 
Stowell gave sentence in the matter of the 
slave Grace, who had been to England, and 
on her return to Antigua had been re- 
claimed as a slave by her master. Tlie 
sl.ivej}' of Grace was confirmed by his 
lordship, in a very elaborate jutlgment. 
Lonl Mansfield had, in 1771, ovenuled 
the dictum of loidHardwicke, by declaring 
that tlie owners of slaves had no power 
over them i« Eng/artdj nor could they 
compel them to return to the colonies. 
Prior to this jiuigmeiit the personal trattic 
in slaves resident in England had been as 
public 111 London as in the ^Yest India 
islands. Tliey were openly sold on the 
royal exchange. 

9. Annual banquet at Guildhall inter- 
rupt e*! by the falling of an anchor iu varie- 
gated lamps, which had been carelessly 
affixed to a boaid, over the l.eads of the 
loid-nia/or and lady-mayoress. The crash 
spread indescribable alarm : dukes, judges, 
servants, and trumpeters, were intermixed, 
and looking with astonishment in each 
others faces. After a time the anxiety at 
the low'er part of the hall was relieved, by 
the toast-master’s announcing that ^'all 
was safe the lady-mayoress only liaving 
luT dress damaged by the oil, and the 
lord-mayor his head lacerated by the 
glass. 

10. It is ascertained that there are not 
assets to pay one shilling in the pound of 
the tluke of York’s debts. 

J7. Shop of Grimaldi and Johnson, 
watchmakers, in the Strand, robbed of 
property to the amount of GOUO/. ; the 
thieves are supposed to have eiiteicd 
through an adjoining coffee-house. Tlie 
property was recovered by negociution with 
the burglars. 

28. Waiwick mail robbed of bank-notes 
to the amount of 20,000/. 

Dec, 1. The gothic pale.ee, which had 
stood unfinished in Kew-gardens for 
twenty years, having been sold in lots, is 
in c«mise of being pulled dow n. 

iO. Mr. Eneas Macdoiiiiell found guilty 
of a libel at Dublin, iu charging arch- 
deacon Trench with bigamy, and the guilt 
I of procuring livings for young men in the 
* 3 II 
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church, with a view to induce them to 
marry his illegitimate daughters. 

20. The marquis of Lan8dowi>e directs 
a <laily report of the proceedings at each 
metropolitan police-oiiice to be drawn up, 
CO that there may be a mutual exchange of 
ill formation between the several offices, 
whereby the detection of offenders may be 
iiicilitated. 

The copyrights of the works of sir 
Walter Scott, which belonged to the se- 
questered estate of Constable and Go., were 
sold by auction. Tliey consisted of the 
novels and tales, from “ Waverley*’ to 
“ Quentin Durward,’* together with various 
•shares of his poetical works. They were 
put up in one lot, and after n keen contest 
knocked down to Mr. Cadell for 8500/. 

30. Don Miguel arrived in London. 

l^uFUKAR Kducation. — A society was 
established this year for the Diffusion of 
Useful Knowledge, consisting chiefly of 
public characters of eminence, and indi- 
viduals distinguished by their literary and 
soit'ittiHc attainments. The proci-edings 
of the society commenced with A Jiucoun^e 
uf ihe Oljects, AdvanitigeSy and l‘Uusut't‘it of 
iycieuve^ ascribed to Mr. Brougham. In 
the announcement of the society it is stalerl, 
that the object of the association is strictly 
limited to ** the imparting useful informa- 
tion to all classes ot the community, parti- 
cularly to such as are unable to avail them- 
selves of ex()erienced teachers, or may 
prefer learning by themselves.’* The plan 
proposed for the attainment of this end i^, 
the periodical publication, under the super- 
intendence of a committee, of treatises on 
science, metaphysics, ethic", and political 
])h^o8opby ; to which histories of science, 
of nations, and of individuals, are to be 
added. 

CoM)lT10N OK THK 1.AUOUU1NU CI.ASSKS. 
— Toe inquiries of the Kmigration Com- 
mittee of the house of commons indicated 
a great deterioration in the circunistancrs 
of the people of the United Kingdom, more 
particularly in agricultural districts, where 
wages have b€*eii so depiessed by compe- 
tition for em[>loymeiit. that the lalmurer is 
compelled to live chiefly on brearl and 
potatoes, seldom tasting meat and beer. 
From the evidence laid before the com- 
mittee, it felt justified in reporting, — 

That there are extensive districts in 
i'ingland and Scotland where the popula- 
tion is «'t the present moment redundant : 
in other words, where there exists a consi- 
derable proportion of ablt-hod\ed and active 
fabourers beyond the number to which any 
• xisting demand for laliour can afl'ord eni» 
ploymeiit.” As a remedy, the committee 
jifipoxed a national system of colonlkatiun 
in the British settlements of North Ame- 
rica. tiic Cape of Good Australia, and 


Van Diemen’s Land — countries abounding 
in extensive tracts of fertile land, capable 
of supporting any portion of tie surplus 
population of the empire. In the opinion 
of sir Wilmot Horton, the annual expend** 
iture of about a quarter of a million would 
be suflicieiit to carry off tlie yearly accu- 
mulating excess of labour that had been 
mainly instrumental in the depression of 
the working classes. 

State ok France — The agriculturists 
of France, like those of Kngland, com- 
plained of low prices ; there were likewise 
complaints of commercial difficulties, and 
want of emjjloymfiit for the labouring 
classes. I\l. St. Criq, president of the 
French board of trade, admitted a large 
portion of the popiilaliuii was badly led, 
clothed, and lodged. 7'he contests be- 
tween the loyalists and liberals continued 
with undimmished bitterness. The court 
sought to extend the influence of the je- 
fcuils, though the existence of the order m 
the kingduin was illegal ; and attempts were 
made to circumscribe the influence of the 
press, by oppressive duties and restrictions 
belore putdicatioii. During a review of 
the national guards, April 2yth, the king 
was greeted with vehement cries from tlie 
ranks of a ims /ea miniatrcs. Next morning 
a decree appeared, by which the whole 
national guard of Pans was dii»l>ande(l. 
This was a bold measure. The nutiuiial 
guard consisted ot 40,000 men, armed and 
eqidpped at their own expense ; they be- 
longed mostly to the middling classes, 
whose feelings they represented. Jt was 
followed by the re-establishrnent of die 
ceusorship, which the minister had power 
to do during the adjutirnment or proroga- 
tion of the chambers. The chamber of 
peers hud shown more dignity and inde- 
peiulence tlian the deputies, and had oiteii 
thwarted or altered the measures ot g"' 
vernment. To subdue this refra<*toiine>s, 
Seventy-six new peers, all slavishly devoted 
to the cabinet, were created. At the end 
of the year the chamber of deputies was 
dissolved, and every device n sorted to by 
the court to influence the elections. Sucli. 
however, was the general unpopularity ot 
the administration, that both rt»yalists and 
liberals combined to defeat the ministerial 
candidates. In December, M. Villele re- 
signed the premiership.** The great defect 
of ills governineiit hud been the common 
one, of being carried on with a view to the 
retention of power. 

Annuai. OmiUAiiY. — John Mason Coud, 
M.D., 62, author of several works on science 
and literature. John Jones, aiilboi 

of the *• Greek Lexicon.” &c. 55 illia»J. 
Mittord, F.S.A.,83, author of a “ History ot 
Greece.” Philip llundell^ Bl, the emmen 
silversmith of Ludgate-hill> who is sup* 
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poiietl to have died worth two millions, 
thovigh he distributed among his relations, 
during his life-time, 145,000/., exclusive of 
10,000/. in donations to strangers in blood. 
In Switzerland, M. Pestahizzi, 82, author of 
a system of education tliat bears his 
name. At Paris, (^aiilaincoiirt duke of 
Vicenza, r)4, a confidential officer of Buo- 
iia^Kirte, under the empire, William Kitch- 
ener, M. D., 50, an ingenious writer on 
cookery, optics, and music. Marquis de 
la Place, 78, a mathematician of the first 
class, and peer of France : La Place was 
the son of a husbandman, and minister of) 
the interior during the consulate. V^olta, 
85, a celebrated Italian philosopher, who 
died on the same day with La Place. 
At Chiswick, Ugo Foscolo, 50, a distin- ; 
guished Italian writer, resident in England, 
and contributor to the Quartert y ^ Edinburgh , 
and IVentminsier Reviews, George Dodd. 
44. the original designer of VVaterloo- 
bridge, and a premature victim of perversity 
of mind and inveterate habits of iutem- 
perauce. At Naples, cardinal Ruffo, 83 : 
he distinguished himself in the re-conquest 
of Naples from the French, in 1709, and 
was almost the last churchman who took a 
persniiiil share in military affairs. At 
Paris, Helen Maria Williams, 09, a lady 
of literary celebrity. At Sockattoo, captain 
Hugh Ctapperton. 40, the celebrated Afri- 
can traveiler. Sir Thomas Mnnro, go- 
vernor of Madras. Henry Salt, British 
consul general in Egypt, and author »if 
“A Voyage to Abyssinia.’* 

A.n. 18/8. Jan. '). The sultan issued 
an order for the bani'.hment of I'JO Eng- 
lish, 132 French, and 85 Russians, settled 
in the Turkish empire. 

12. Second irruption of water into the 
Thames-tiiiinel. Six workmen ilrowned. 

2.'). Wki.i.ington Ministui. — T) ie Go- 
derich ministry had been constructed, but 
never was cemented. Lord Goderich had 
neither taste nor talent for his situation, and 
offered to resign almost immediately after 
hi.s appointment. Differences on the great 
que.stions affecting Ireland, the convlaws. 
ainl finance, formed sources of weakness 
and disunion. The appointment of Mr. 
Kerries to be chancellor v)f the exchequer 
appears from the first to have been viewed 
by the wliigs as mi unhearahle grievance: 
and during the winter recess there was a 
manifest Jesign, on the part of this section 
of the cabinet, either to withhold from 
Mr. Kerries his proper consideration in 
}^^^‘^’ f?«vernmuut, or eject him from oiUce, 
1 his Is shown by the arrangement ina«le 
by Mr. Tierney and Mr. llnskisson. and 
assented to by lord Goderich, for the iioini- 
•mtion, on the.meeti ig of parli.uuent, of e 
“tiance committee, of which lord .Mthorp 
was to be chairman. Of this an aiigeiiicut 


no communication was made to Mr, Ker- 
ries ; and it was only in consequence of 
Mr. Tierney dropping into the colonia. 
office, with a list of the committee in his 
pocket, while Mr. Kerries happened to he 
present, that he became acquainted with a 
proceeding so intimately connected with 
the business of his own department. There 
may have been solid objections to Mr. 
Kerries filling his situation ; they may 
have been such as the inquiries of a finance 
committee, directed by' an uiifliiichiug 
chairman, might have brought to light ; 
but, whatever they were, they have not 
been publicly stated. One tiling only is 
certain — the chancellor of the exchequer 
did nut possess tlie coufideiice of the Lans- 
downe section of his colleagues. Either 
piqued by the slight he had received, or 
objecting on public grounds to the pro- 
posed constitution of the finance committee, 
Mr. Kerries signified to lord G -derich 
that, if the nomination of lord Aitliori» to 
the chair was per.sUted in, he should re- 
sign. On the other hand, Mr. lluskissoii 
informed the premier that, if the arrange- 
ment about the committee was niit carried 
Jut. he should resign. Perplexed by tho 
cross fire of his IriemN, lord Goderich 
escaped by resigning himself, and ter- 
minated an administration which, iVoiii 
its origin, contained the seeds of dis- 
solution. The king, thus abandoned by 
his niini.sters, to whom, he said, he woulil 
have been true, if they had been true to 
themstdves {Ann. Rnj.^ l.\x. 1/), sent for 
the duke of Wellington, and commissioned 
him to form a new cabinet, with himself 
at the Iiead. His grace imnu*diately en- 
tered into communication with Mr. Peel, 
and other members of lord Liverpool's 
ministry, who had seceded on the elevation 
of Mr. Canning. With the exception of 
lord Lyndhurst as chancellor, in lieu of 
lord Eldon, and lord Dudley as foriign 
secretary, in place of Mr. Canning, tlic 
personate of the Liverpool ministry' re- 
mained nearly unchanged. Tin* whig co- 
hort, that had joined Mr. Canning on 
accountof his liberal ])rincij)le.s. was alone 
exclutled. Even Mr. lluskissoii and 5Ir. 
Kerries, whose collision had been so latal, 
remaineil portions of the new ministry, 
Mr. Hiiskisson continuing to he colonial 
secretary', and .Mr. Henies becoming n.isier 
of the mint* in place of Mr. rierney. Tiie 
junction of Mr. lluskissoii anil Ins friends 
with the politicians from whom they had 
recently receiveil such spiteful treatment 
was far from agreeable to the public. Jt 
savoured more of a hue of place tlian of 
the liberal principles they prolessed to 
admire. A consciousness of loss of cha- 
racter, which ho was wishful to redcein, 
seems to have inllnenccd Mu^ILiskissou fl 
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subsequent conduct, and spt'edily led to 
further changes. At Liverpool Mr. 11 us- 
kissen informed his constituentM, in magis- 
terial style, that he had obtained “gua- 
rantees” fur the future ]il)eral course of. 
the government. The duke fired at the 
word, and (house of lords, Feb. 11) re- 
pelled, with contemptuous contradiction, 
the imputation that he had bound himself 
by any security. “ Pledges,” said his 
grace, “ had neither been asked nor given, 
and it' they had been asked they would 
have been indignantly reluseii.” Mr. IIus- 
ki^son explained, in the commons, by 
“ guarantees’’ to mean only that the fact 
of he and his friends continuing to hold 
the offices they did formed a security of 
the future course of the inini>tr}*. This 
passed till the Kast Retford atfair (May 
19th), when Mr. Huskisson, in the re- 
demption of a pledge he had giveu, dividing 
against the ministerial leader, Mr. Peel 
(and he was the only member of the govern- 
ment that did so) \oted in favour of the 
transfer of the franchise of that corrupt 
borough to Birmingham. This he f«d- 
lowed up hy a note, the same night, to the 
premier, informing him that, in conse- 
quence of what luul happened in the house, 
he li)st no time in “ atfoiding him an op- 
j)ortnnity of placing his office iii other 
liands.” The duke took him at his word. 
According to the plain import of the note, 
Mr. Huskisson had resigned, and his grace 
inferred that he would not continue in 
oflice, unless requested hy him so t»» do. 
'I'his was a condescension to wluch his 
grace ihonght the government, of which 
he was the head, ouglit not to submit. 
Mr. Huskisson and liis friends in vain tried 
to give a ditlerent meaning to his hasty 
communication, to the effect that he had, 
indeed, by his note, placed his office at tlie 
di'^posal of the duke but that lie Iiad not 
resigned, nor intended to resign. The duke 
was inexo rable. lor<l Dudley writing 

to iiim with this saving glossary, and to 
jirove tli.it the duke was mistaken, bis 
grace firndly r» p ied, “ It is no izii.stake, it 
can be no mistake, and it sliall lie no mis- 
take.” Tlius terminated all hope. Mr. 
Huskisson bad always been in oilice, and 
Jiis persevering efforts to propitiate bis 
ol>duriite master showed that he was un- 
conquerabK fond of oflicial life. He was 
nccoinoanied in bis retirement by lord 
Palmerston, lord Dudley, and Mr.C. Grant. 
Tire duke of A’ellington’s ministry then 
stood as follows 

Duke of Wellingfon, Fir»t Lord of the 
TrruHitry, 

Henry CiouUmrn, Chancellor of the />- 
hefjuer. 

Lord Lyiidhurst, Lord Chancellor 


Earl Bathurst, President of the Council, 
Lord Kllenborough, Ijn d Privy Seat, 
Robert Peel, Home Sfcretar//, 

Karl of Aberdeen, Foreign Secretary. 

Sir George Murray, Colonial Secretary. 
John Charles Herries, Master of theMmt 
Viscount Melville, President of the India 
Hoard. 

Vi . V. Fitzgerald, Treasurer of the Navy^ 
and President of the Board of Trade. 
Duke of Clarence, Lord High Aduiiial. 
Sir Henry Ilardinge. Secretary at IVar 
Viscount Iferesford, Masler-Uenernl tf 
the Ordnance. 

Duke of Montrose, Dtrd Chamhei lain. 
Marquis of Coiiynghani, Lord Steward, 
Duke of Leeds, Master of the Ilor.se. 
Marquis uf Winchester, Uroom of the 
Stole. 

Charles Aihiithnot, Chancellor of the 
Duchg uf Lauc aster. 

.lohn Calcraft, Ihiynuistcr of the Forces’. 
Viscount Lowther, First Commissioner of 
the Lund Beveniie. 

Thomas P. (’i)uitenay, F'lce- President of 
the Board of 'I'rade. 

Duke of Mancluster, Poslmastcr-Ce- 
Herat. 

Sir Win. 11. Clinton, Lieutenant-General 
of the Ordnance. • 

Sir C. Wethfivll, .itiorney- General. 

Sir Nicholas (J. Tindal, Siduitor^Gtnerul. 

IS lUKI.ANI) — 

Marquis of Anglesey, Lord Lieutenant. 
Sir Anthony Hart, Ao/y/ Chancellor. 

Sir John Hyng, Commander of the Forces. 
Lord Francis J.evcson Gower, Chief Se- 
cretary. 

Sir G. Fit/.gerald Hill, lice Treasurer, 
Henry Joy, Attorney-Ocnerul. 

John O’Doheriy, Solicitor-General. 

The first eleven formed the CAuiNiiT. 
The duke of Wellington, on bennning 
first lord of the treasury, immediately n- 
signerl his office of commander-in-chief of 
the army, and was succeeded liy lord Hill. 
Ill the autumn the iluke of Clarence rc- 
signeil the oilice of lord high ailmiral, in 
consequence, it was said, of the minister 
objecting to the money his royal higliness 
expended in costiy and unprotitable tours 
of naval inspection. Lord Melville again 
bec.ime first lord of the admiralty, and 
lord Kllenborough succeeded him as presi- 
dent of the India board. Circumstances 
had thus brought the duke to the head ot 
the government, as unexjiectedly to bini' 
self as the country. He had in the pre- 
ceding year {May "Id) declared that be 
would have been “mad” to give up his 
office of commander-in-chief, tor which h® 
was suited, for rliat of priineuninister, 1®** 
wliich he was neither suited nor qualified. 
i Pari. Deb, N. S, xvii. 4GL) 
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29. Parliament opened by commission. 
The royal speech chiefly referred to the 
uflairs of the East ; the riglits of neutral 
nations were violated by the revolting ex- 
cesses of the Greeks and Turks ; the battle 
of Navarino, with an ‘‘ancient ally/’ was 
lamented as an “ untoward event,” but 
hopes expressed that it might not lead to 
further hostilities : increase of exports, 
and of employment fur the people, were 
dwelt upon as indications of returning 
prosperity. Addresses passed both houses 
without a division. The phrase “ un- 
toward” was objected to by lords Lans- 
dowiie and Goderich, and lord Holland 
said, our relations with Turkey were only 
those of amity, not of alliance. The duke 
of Wellington maintainLMl that the Otto- 
man empire was an ancient ally of liritain; 
that it formed an essential part of ilie 
balance of power ; and that the mainte- 
nance of its independent existence was 
more than ever an object of European 
policy. Mr. Jirougham said, he would 
judge the new ^nini^t^y according to their 
acts; the “soldier” was abroad, so was 
the “ schoolmaster,” and he had no fear 
of the result. 

Fell, 1. The grand-master of the imi- 
versity of Paris charged with the super- 
intendence of popular education, formerly 
under the direciion of the minister for 
ec(‘lesiasticai affairs. 

7. Rev. Robert Taylor, who had been 
convicted of a blasphemous libel, v^as sen- 
tenced to one year’s imprisonment. 

State of the Law. — Mr. Hrougham, 
in a speech, on the 7th, that occupied up- 
wards of six hours in the delivery, directed 
the attention of the house of commons to 
the state of the law and courts of law. 
He dwelt especially on imperfections in 
the rules of court; on the want of classi- 
fication of suits, ami their appropriation 
to different courts; the evils ol the Welsh 
judicature ; the incompctency of the privy- 
council, as a court ot* luNt resort in colonial 
matters ; evils of the magistracy, and their 
irresponsible powers ; difierent laws an«) 
customs in different parts of England ; 
imperfection*- in the rules of eviilence, by 
excluding testimony of interested persons ; 
absurdities of the pleadings ; debtor laws 
—'Oppressive in :wrest on mesne process — 
nneipial in exemption of land from seizure, 
in some cases chattels, in others money 
and stock; costs exorbitant, often refused 
between patty and party, but allowed be- 
tween attoniey and client ; bankrupt laws 
admit of much improvement. Un the 
suggestion of the solicitor-general, the 
discussion was adjourned, and resumed on 
the 28th: the result was the appointment 
of two coininisNions one to im^uirc into the 


state of the common law, the other into 
the laws of real property, 

15. Finance committee appointed, on 
the motion of Mr. Secretary Peel, with a 
view to a better inanagemei)t of the public 
revenue. 

18. Princess Feodore, daughter of the 
duchess of Kent by her fii.st marriage, 
married to the prince Hoheiilohe-Laiigeii- 
berg. 

22. Peace between Persia and Russia. 

26. Lord John Russell’s mutioii for a 
repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts 
carried by a majority of 237 to 193. Op- 
posed by Peel, Huskisson, and Palmciston, 
A declaration in lien of the oaths, having 
been framed by ministers, the repeal bill 
was adopted by them, and it pa>si*d tho 
upper house, and became law, with little 
op {)o sit ion. 

28. On a launch at Manchester, tho 
vessel, in descending the stocks, heeled 
and upset. Upwards of 200 persons, who 
were on hoard, were thrown into the river, 
and 51 lost their lives. 

29. Fall of the New Brunswick theatre, 
Wellclose-square, during a rehearsal, by 
which one of the proprietors, four of the 
actors, and seven others, lost their lives. 
It had only been opened on tlie 25th. 
The accident was owing to the roof having 
been loaded with a weignt which the walls 
were unable to bear. The walls were only 
22 inches thick ; the roof was of cast-iron. 
The roof itself had not been considered too 
heavy for the walls; but the projirietors, 
contrary to the upiniou of the architect, 
had suspended from it the car]>tnters’ shop, 
and various cumbrous pieces of stage fur- 
niture. 

Mar, 1. Disturbances in Lisbon : the 
mob loud in their acclamations of “ Long 
live Miguel, the absolute king T’ 

4. Court of aldermen, London, rescinded 
the standing order, made in 178.'), that 
baptized Jews should not be adiiiitte<l to 
the freedom of the city. The decision was 
now come to in the case of Messrs. Saul, 
who for thirteen years had been petit ion- 
ing for leave to carry on business in the 
city. 

1 9. W reck of the Fenus steam-packet, 
from Waterford to Dublin, ticcasioncd first 
by the breaking of the engine, anil next by 
the cowardly desertion of the vessel by tho 
captain and part of the crew. Nine per- 
sons Iclt behind were drowned. 

20. Gazette announced the scale of dis- 
tribution of the Deccan prize-money, 
among the forces concerned in the Iiulian 
campaigns of 1817 and 1818, According 
to this scale the share of tlie b*H)t\ , to the 

I comniander-in-chief, was 44.-01/. ; o h 
! captain, 119/. ; uf a private, 19^. lOrL 
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29. British armament quitted Portugal, 
with tlie exception ot‘ two regiments, that 
remained till the end of the ensuing month. 
Don Miguel, by dissolving the chambers 
and restoring the ancient mode of electioi , 
was fast re*establishiiig the old despotism. 

Apr, 7. Captain Dillon, of the Heaearchf 
arrived at Calcutta, having ascertained the 
fate of the unfortunate French navigator, 
La Perouse* The Research brought to 
Calcutta various aiticles ot‘ the wrecks of' 
the lost vessels. 

10. In the court of arches, the marriage 
of the earl of Portsmouth with Miss Haii- 
son, the daughter of his principal trustee^ 
declared null and void, on the ground of 
the earl’s insanity, and that the marriage 
had been effected by fraud and circum- 
vention. 

14. A shower of herring-fry found on 
the farm of major Mackenzie, of Foddeity, 
in Koss-shire. They are supposed to have 
been conveyed thither in a water-spout; 
the Frith of Dingwall lying only three 
miles distant, and nothing between the 
tittld and sea to obstruct their transit. 

17. Committee of Edinburgh professors 
report favourably on Mr, (-fall’s books for 
the blind, and his apparatus for writing 
letters, &c., which blind persons are ca- 
pable of reading after they have written 
them. Mr. (iall proposed to print, by sub- 
scription, the gospel of St. John, in relief, 
as a specimen of the practicability of his 
art. 

18. The French commence the evacu- 
ation of Spain, which they had occupied 
since 1823, A vote passed the chamiier of 
deputies, but was rejected by the peers, lor 
subjecting the deputies to re-election on 
accepting certain offices under govern- 
ment. 

2G. Russia declared war against Turkey. 
The grievances alleged in the <leclaratioii 
are the infraction of treaties, the violation 
of the Russian flag, and the intrigues of 
the Poite at the couit of IVrsia. The 
objects of the war are declared to be- 
the future inviolable liberty of commerce 
on the Bhn k Sea, and the navigation of 
the ljo>phunis. In reply, the sultan con- 
sidered the grievances of Russia imaginary, 
and expressed his indignation at the treaty 
of July Cth, and at the affair of Navariuo. 

Matj b. Cathoi.ic Claihs. — Sir F. Bur- 
dett moved for a committee of the whole 
house on this subject, with a view to a 
conciliatory adjustment. The debate was 
continued on the 9th and Kith. On a 
division, the motion for a committee was 
carried by 272 against 266; in the pre^ 
ceding session it had been lost by a majo- 
rity of four. On the Ifith, sir Francis 
moved tliut the resolution be communicated 


to the lords In a free conference, and their 
lordships* concurrence requested. This 
being agreed to, and the conference held, 
the resolution was reported to the lurdn, 
who took it into consideration June 9th. 
The debate was opened by the marquis of 
Laiisdowne, and lasted two days. The 
duke of Wellington opposed the resolution, 
not on any doctrinal points, but on the 
ground of exjiediency, and the church go- 
vernment of the catholics being uucon 
nected with the civil giwernment of the 
empire. Resolution lost by 181 to 137 ; 
but the moderate tone of the prime-minister 
was supposed to augur favourably. 

13. American tariff-bill, imposing dinies 
on the principal articles of English manu- 
facture, amounting almost to prohibition, 
passed the American senate. 

22. First half-quarterly sessions of the 
Westminster magistrates; the sessions m 
future to be held eight times a year, in- 
stead of quarterly. 

June l.>. Accident in the church of 
Kirkahiy, in Scotland, by the falling of a 
gallery, during the assembly of about 20110 
persons, to hear the rev. Edward Irving. 
Twenty-eight persons were killed, and 160 
injurerl, chiefly through the rush down the 
stair-cases and in the door-way, the strong, 
in their convulsive eflorts to escape, tramp- 
ling Vo death the weak. 

21. Meeting at the Freemasons* tavein, 
preliminary' to the establishment of kiiig's- 
collcge, for the education of the youth of 
the iiutiopolis in the principles of the 
established church: duke of Wellington in 
the chair. 

23. It having been ascertaineil by the 
flnaiice committee that 250,000/. liail been, 
by order of the treasury, paid over, witli' iit 
consent of parliament, to the commi>sion 
ers of woods and forests, by the commis- 
sioners for liquidating the claims of British 
subjects on the French government, and 
subset|Uently expended in the repairs ui 
Buckiiigbam-house, Mr. Taylor moved that 
the application of any sum of unajipro- 
piiated money to uses not voted by the 
house, was a misapplication and violation 
of the privileges of the house. Messrs, 
llerries, Arbuthiiot, Peel, and Huskissoii, 
spoke against the residutiun, which was 
negatived by 181 to 102. 

24. New I.oiidun corn-exchange 
opened. 

KNUl;llA^CR OK iiKAT. — All experiment 
made at Paris, in the presence ot Dr. Ko- 
bertsoii and others, to ascertain the power 
of a man to endure heat. He wm* 
niarcl, and clothed in flannel, was shiitm 
an oven, constructed in the form of a 
dome. At the first experiment ho sang a 
.Spanish song, while a fowl was roasting 
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by his side. His pulse was 72 at entering, 
and rose io 130. At the secoial experi- 
rneiit his pulse rose to 176, and the ther> 
mumKter indicated a heat ot* 100 de^rt-es 
of Reaumur. At the third experiment he 
was stretched on a plank surrounded with 
lighted candles, and then put into the 
oven, the mouth ol which was this time 
closed. lie was there live minutes, when 
iiU the spectators cried “enough.** The 
Spaniard, whO'U pulse was 200 at coming 
out of tills pdf of heat, immediately 
threw himself into a cold bath, and, two or 
three minutes after, was on his feet quite 
well. 

27. Grimaldi, who had long been the 
favourite clown at the theatres, took his 
leave of the stage. He was only in his 
forty-eighth year, but his professional ex- 
ertions had left premature signs of old 
age. 

Jul^ 3. The Miguelites took possession 
of Oporto, and the marquis Ralmella and 
other constitutionalists embarked for Eng- 
land. 

4. Mr. Moiitgomery, who had been con- 
victed of forgery, and for whose pardon 
gieat interest ha<l been used, committed 
suicide on the morning appointed for his 
execution, by swallowing prussic acid. 

Lord William iieiitinck arrived at Cal- 
cutta and assumed the oHice of governor 
general. 

6. Daniel U'Connell elected M.P. for 
the county of Clare, in opposition to 
Vesey Fitr.gerald, a cabinet minister. The 
content had excited great interest, lecause 
Mr. O’Connell was a catholic, who, thoiigb 
eligible to be elected, could not sit without 
taking the oaths against popery. He, how- 
ever, told the electors he could sit and 
vote in the house of comniuns without 
taking the oaths, and Mr. Butler, a catho- 
lic barrister of eminence, published an 
elahoiate opinion to the same effect. Mr, 
Fitzgerald was an emancipationist, but 
objected to on the ground of belonging to 
an anti-c.itholic administration, aiul the 
election was curried triiutqihuntly against 
him by the forty>shilling freeholders. 

10. Budget opened by the cluiucellor of 
the exchequer ; it annouiict d the intention 
of government to adopt the recommenda- 
tion of the Bnancral committee, and, for the j 
future, to reduce the nominal amount of 
the sinking fund to that of^the actual sur- 
plus of the revenue over the expenditure, 

21. Died, aged 73, Ckari.kh Mannf.ks 
SuiTON, archbishop of Canterbury. His 
grace was a gtaudson of .fohn, third duke 
ivl succeeded archbishop 

Moote in lb05. As a legislator he rarely 
uderferad in secular questions. He was 
Constant in his opposiitiou to the Roman: ^ts, 
hut favourable to the Dissenters, and votcil 


against lord Sidmouth*s restrictive bill in 
1811. Dr. Howley succeeded to the pri- 
macy, and Dr. Blomtield was translated 
from Chester to the see of London. 

John Hampdun. — On the 21st the re- 
mains of this celebrated parliamentarian 
were disinterred in Hampden church, 
Bucks, by lord Nugent and Mr. common 
sergeant Denman. Different representa- 
tions by historians had left a doubt by 
what sort of wound Hampdeh was killed. 
The register stated he was interre«i June 
25, 1C43. U['Oii raising the coffin sup- 
posed to be his, and unfolding the cloths 
in which tl.e body had been carefully 
wrapped, a singular scene presentetl itself. 
No regular features were visible, although 
the face retained a death-like whiteness, 
and showed the windings of veins beneath 
the skin. The remains were those of a 
muscular person, and the colour of the 
hair a full auburn brown. The bones of 
the right hand were found apart from the 
rest and wrapped in a separate cloth. This 
confirms the account of the patriot’s 
death given by his son-in-law, sir Robert 
Pye, who says that Hampden’s “ pistol 
burst and shattered his hand in a terrible 
manner;” contrary to the account of Cla- 
rendon, Ludlow, and sir Philip Warwick, 
that he was wounded in the shoulder. 

28. Parliament prorogued by commis- 
sion. 

31. French government sent out M. 
Champulliun and other men of letters to 
investigate tlie antiquities of Egypt. 

Auq. 8. Trial at Bury St. Edmund’s of 
Wm. Corder for the murder, May 18, 1827, 
of Maria Marten, a young woman with 
whom lie had cohabited and decoyed from 
her home to a barn near Polstead and 
there murdered. The prisoner was found 
guilty, and the night before execution 
confessed his crime. In the interval be- 
tween the perpetration and the discovery 
of tho murder, Conler had advertised for 
a wife. A lady of respectability, who kept 
a lioanliiiLT-school near Ealing, answered 
the advertisement, and they were married. 

I St'pt. 8. In London the Jewish \ear 
! .5589 ushered in with the preparatory 
! rites observed, on such occasions, by the 
Israelites. At sunset they assembled at 
the synagogue, when the usual prayers were 
re.id. The congregation remained till be- 
tween eight and nine o’clock. On their 
new year’s day for the present year (91 h 
inst.) they again assenibleil at half-past 
five o’clock ill the morning to celebrate 
the Feast of Trumpets, in commemoration 
of Abraham otTeri ug up his son. 
o’clock the trumpets were sounded, which 
announced the commencement of the 
and those who thought proper leit the 
synagogue. They met again at stinset 
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the same day, when the oliservance^i* these 

rites iermiuated, food was allowed 

till the sounding of the trumpets on either 
of these days. 

13. Proclamation of Bolivar to the 
Columbians. As minister of the sovereign 
people, he engaged to obey their legiti- 
mate desires, to protect religion, to cause 
justice to be observed, to discharge the 
obligations' of the republic towards foreign 
states and individuals, to resign the chief 
command when the people required its 
restitution, to convoke the national repre- 
sentation within a year, unless otherwise 
commanded by the people. 

26. York musical festival terminated. 
It lasted four days and produced 14,623/. 
Thu expenses were estimated at 12,000/. 
Madame Catalan! received 600 gtiineas. 
Miss Paton 200, Miss Stephens ‘20U, and 
Mr. Braham 250. 

Oct, 1. Lt)ndon University opened. 

6. Queen of Portugal arrived in London. 

8. Duke of St. Alban’s, hereditary grand , 
falconer of England, gave a grand day of I 
falconry at Redbourne. The birds, eight 
fine falcons, were each chained to a section 
of a cone of wood about fifteen inches in 
height and ten inches in diameter at the 
base. They were unhouded, hut helled, 
and mostly sat at the top of their posts. 
Six of them were taken lor the sports of 
the day. A dog having pointed, a hawk 
was unhooded and loosed; it rose, wheel- 
ing over the heads of the party, sweeping 
to the right and left; now rising into the 
mid-air in the distance, and now atten- 
tive to tlie hawker’s call. The partridge 
was flushed and flew with the wind to- 
wards the company, when the hawk sud- 
denly crossed its line of flight, and, seizing 
it at a heiu^ht of thirty or forty yards, bore 
it in its beak, fcrearning and bleeding, 
over the heads of the company, conveying 
it down to the belt of an adjoining plant- 
ation. The hawk was recovered. The 
other fliglits were nut sosuccesMiuhandsotiie 
of the hawks flew off and conhl not he re- 
covered to the h iiul of the hawker. 

24. Great meeting of >eoinanry and 
freeholders on Peiinendeii heath. A peti- 
tion agreed to, praying the house of com- 
mons to preserve t\ie protestaut constitu- 
tion inviolate. Lords Darnley, Radnor, 
and Teynham moved, unsuccessfully, an 
amend meat to the effect that the legisla- 
ture ought to he left unfettered. 

25. St. Katherine’s docks opened. They 
occupy a space of ‘24 acres, of which llj 
acres are devoted to wet docks. In clear- 
ing the grouinl for the tuidertakiiig, 12.78 
houses were pulled down, ai/<i 1 1,300 iii- 
hahitaiits had to seek accommodations else- 
where. The first stone was laid May 3, 


1S27, and upwards of 2500 men were em- 

ployed from that time to the opening, 

28. Joseph Hiiiiton, draper, aged fifty* 
eight, and a respectable quaker, tried and 
convicted at the Old Bailey of forgery on 
the hank of Curtis and Co. Strong eflorts 
were made to save him, but the law was 
allowed to take its course. 

Nutf, 16. Opening of the diet of Sweden. 
The king’s speech noticed the flourishing 
state of the kingdom, and that a surjilus 
of two millions of dollars remained after 
defraying the public expenses. 

20. Wheat attains a price at which the 
ports were open to foreign grain at a merely 
nominal duty. 

Dec. 9. The repairs and improvements 
of the domestic apartments of Windsor 
Castle having been completed, the king 
took possession of them. Parliaineiit had 
granted 450,000/. for preserving and le- 
stoiing this ancient seat of tlie British 
monarchy. The whole edifice has been 
aised one story throughout. Several new 
toweis and a new gateway, called king 
Geoige the Fourth’s, have been erected. 
The alteraiions were conducted with great 
ability, so as to retain the principal lea- 
tures of the original fabric with the con- 
veniences of model n civilization. Mr. 
Jeffrey Wyatville, the arcliitect, received 
the honour of knighthood. 

‘24. Buukk Muhokus. — W illiam Burke 
and Helen M^Dougnl, a woman with whom 
he cohabited, were tried before the high 
court of justiciary for a series of murders, 
jierpetrated in a lodging-house kept Ity 
William Hare, in Taiiner’s-close, Poits- 
burgh, Edinburgh. It appeared, from the 
trial and subsequent confession of Binke, 
that he and Hare had been in the hal it of 
lecoyiiig persons into the lodging-hoos*', 
where they fir.st made them intoxicate!!, 
and then suffocated them, by one stopping 
the nose and mouth, the other throwing 
himself on the lower part of the person to 
prevent resistance. The bodies were then 
sold to Dr. Knox for anatomical purposes; 
and, 110 marks of violence appearing u])on 
them, no questions were askeil nor suspi- 
cum fill (though some were delivered at 
the doctoi’s museum before the heat haJ 
quite left the hmlies) respecting the horriil 
mode in which they had been procured. 
Upwards of a do/eii persons were so 
smothered and sold. The sale ot tlie 
body of a lodger wlio had died a natural 
death, to liquidate a debt owing to Hare, 
seems to have first suggested this dreadtul 
traffic. Burke was fuiiud guilty and exe- 
cuted Jumiartj 28th, amidst a vast con- 
course of exulting spectators. He was an 
Irishman and a Roman catholic. 

Catholic Association. — Ireland was 
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this year ilie scene of a novel and extra- 
ordinary excitement. Durinj^ the short 
ministries of Mr. Canning and lord Gode- 
rich, the Irish catholics remained tranquil, 
relying that these statesmen only waited 
a favourable opportunity to press forward 
tlieir claims. 13ut the ministry of the 
duke of Wellington and Mr. Peel, two 
known anti-catholics, left them without 
hope ; and immediately it was formed they 
evinced towards it a decided aversion. The 
act of 1825, which suppressed both the 
Orange societies and the Catholic Associa- 
tion, was never executed ; and the latter con- 
tinued up to .Inly last, wlien the act expired, 
its operations with little abatement of ac- 
tivity. Under the direction of this body, a 
s;.irit of general and unmitigated hostility 
to the administration was fostered. The 
general election had taught them to what 
extent they could control the votes of the 
freeholders in the county election.^. A 
more signal instance of their power was 
given in the return, this summer, of Mr. 
O'thmnell for (>lare, in defiance of almost 
all the landed gentry of the county. At the 
next general election they calculated that, 
hy the aid of the forty-shilling freeholders, 
they should be able to return seventy mem- 
bers to parliament. Their aim was not 
only to obtain control over the forties as 
they termetl them, but the entire popula- 
tion. The priests seconded the efforts of 
the politicians, and itinerant orators roused 
the people to the assertion of their rights. 
Kvevy altar, in the language of Mr. Shiel, 
became a tribune at which the wrongs of 
liclaiul w'ore proclaimed. County and 
pariichial clubs were o^tabUshed iu con- 
nexion with the .AsMiciatiou to enlighten 
and direct the poi>ular sentiment. The 
factiou-fights at fairs and on Naints’ days, 
which had been a niaiu source of crimes 
and inutders, were suspended at the coni- 
luand of this ‘‘ omnipotent’’ body. Ad the 
energies of the community were directe«l 
to tire attainment of one great national 
object. While, liowevcr, organization was 
in progress among fire catluilics of the 
south, it was not likely tlie jirolestauts of 
the north '"ouhl remain iMIe. Orange 
societies were revived, and Prunswick clubs 
established. Mr. Lawless, who had ar- 
rived in the northern counties on a niis- 
.''ioiiiiry tour from the Association, was op- 
posed, and riots ensued. Meanwhile the im- 
perial goveinment continued apparently 
HU unconcerned spectator of these pro- 
ceedings, Not a proclamation was issued 
against the public meetings of the catho- 
lics, nor against their orgaiiiziitiou, nor 
their assembling in military array, nor 
against the eloquent denunciations unceas- 
poured forth by O’Connell and Shiel 
against protestaut oppression. Ministers 


appear to have supinely watched, with 
folded arms, the growth of this new power 
till it became too formidable to be re- 
sisted. Mr. Dawson, brother-in-law of 
Mr. secretary Peel, and himself a ininis- 
; ter of the crown, was the first to declare 
himself a convert to the policy of cathu- 
iic emancipation. This was followed, in 
December, by a letter from the duke of 
Wellington to Dr. Curtis, the titular catho- 
lic primate of Ireland, in which his grace 
expressed his anxiety to witness the set- 
tlement of the catholic question. A co])y 
of this letter was furnished to Mr. O'Con- 
nell, who forthwith carried it to the Asso- 
ciation, where it was received with loud 
plaudits, and ordered to be recorded in 
their minutes. A few days after, appeared 
a letter from the marquis of Anglesea to 
Dr. Curtis, to the effect that the settle- 
ment of the catholic questiini was un- 
avoidable, and recommending the catholics 
to continue “ to agitate,” but refrain from 
violence, and trust to the legislature. The 
tenour of this letter was so extraordinary 
that the marquis was forthwith recalled 
from the government of Ireland. 

Fhanck. — ^'Phe ministry of M. Villele 
fell last year in consequence of having 
lent themselves to the designs of the 
court and the church instead of consulting 
the spirit and intelligence of the nation. 
[Their successors were men of moderate 
principles and of moderate abilities. They 
did not enjoy the confidence of the king, 
neither were they the representatives of 
any great political party. It was the tem- 
porary junction of the liberals with the 
extreme ultr.is that raised them to office 
and kept them there. The measures of 
the new mini>try were of a popular cha- 
racter. A horror of jesuitisiu prevailed 
in France as great vm hail prevailed in 
Kngl.iud against po[ery, and the jesuit 
esta\>Ushments were 8v^ppve^sed. Greater 
liberty was given to the press by ubowing 
the publication of pi rioilicals wiihout the 
previous consent of government. Stricter 
fCtmomy was introduced into tlie maiiage- 
meut of the revenue, and the salario of 
st.ite functionaries reduced. In tlie course 
of the year the last division of ll.e army of 
occupation returned from Spain, and thus 
terminated an aggressive expedition, Avlnch 
had gained for France no conceivable 
object, but hud been to her a source of 
enormous expense. 

UsuuPATioN OF Don Mioukl. — This 
i faithless prince, while in Kngland, care- 
fully concealed his ulterior designs, and, 
after his anival at Lisbon, i’ebvuary 2i, he 
took the oaiii to the const itui ion as regent 
in behalf of his niece ami betrothed wife, 
Donna Maria, the righttul queen of Por- 
tugal iu virtue of the charter o^ her lather. 
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Dou Pedro» the reigning emperor of Biranl. 
Don Miguel’s plans s|>eedily began to un- 
fold themselves. The queen - mother, 
whose fanaticism and hatred of liberty 
were notorious, and whose intrigues had 
long been the plague of the kingdom, re- 
covered her baneful influence. Though 
Miguel swore to be faithful to the consti- 
tution, he selected a ministry that was 
notoriously hostile to it. The constitu- 
tional governors of the provinces, and 
otKcers of the army, were di>mi88ed 
to make room for absolutists. Chaves 
and his rebellious legions were recalled 
from Madrid : addresses were procured 
from the municipalities praying Miguel to 
assume the crown, and the rabble were 
encourageti in tbeir cries for an absolute 
king. Sir Frederick Lamb, seeing this 
turn of nffairs, cniintermandcd, on his own 
respon>ibility, the depaiture of the British 
troops from the Tagus; and ord.ered a 
loan that had arrived fr»m England for 
Miguel to he sent back. Orders, however, 
subsequently arrived from home that the 
Britisli tn>ops were imt to be detained, 
which threw the Ci iistitututnalists into 
despair. At Oporto, there was a show of 
resistance, but it was siHjeiliiy overcome 
by the followets of the usurper. Miguel dis- 
solved the chamber of deputies, and con- 
voked the Cortes of Lamego, the ancient 
three estates of the kingtlom, who had 
not met since IbllZ. Without a moment’s 
hesitation or debate, this us^elnbl\^ June 
26th, decided by acclamation that Miguel 
was the only legal sovereign: which ibe 
piince coufirine<l two da\s after by an 
ordinance, and formally assumed the title of 

Don Miguel, by the grace of God, king of 
Portugal and the Ai^ai ves.'* Irninediately 
iolloweil a most viiulictive persecution of 
tile cuitstitiitiou.ili.sts by lebea<ling and 
imprisoning them, and confiscating their 
pfopeity. In the beginning of Oclolnr 
KitK) I'lTsons were cmifined in the prison 
ot Limoeiro alone for political offenevs. 
About 15,000 were imprisonetl on similar 
charges thnuigboiil Portugal, or were 
compelled to fly to avoid the hcatfbhl 
or the dungeon. The ambassa<lors of all 
fioeign states qtJitted Lisbon, except thu.se 
of Spain and the pope, immediately Miguel 
tauk the title of king. 

Hissi\ AND Tlkkky. — ^T lie war between 
these po'v^tTS harl originated in what had 
been the constant object of Russian policy 
since the da^s oi Catherine, the extension 
of the Russian front. er at the expense of 
Tiiikey. The destruction of the Turki.sh, 
flret at Navarino left admiral Gn*ig iiti- 
<bsputt‘ri master of the Black Sea. On 
land 115,000 Russians were assembled in 
May to o|ien the campaign on the Danube. 
Their plan WM to cross that river at 


Brailow after making themselves mastery; 
of that fortress, and then advance against 
the strong positions of Varna and Shumlii, 
These mastered, the passages across tlie 
tufty ridge of Mount lisemus, now called 
the Balkan, would be opened, and the^' 
might pour down into the plains of Adri- 
anople, or repose during the winter in the 
cities they had conquered. Such was the 
scheme, but was only in part executed. 
The Turks fought bravely and with ui.- 
usual science. Brailow was taken, but 
Varna with a garrison of 40,000 men was 
resolutely defended for eleven week.s by 
Hussein Pacha, and was only at length 
mastered by treachery. The losses of the 
Russians were so great that the enterprise 
against Shumla was abandoned, and they 
retreated across the Danube with the loss 
of their baggage. The emperor Nichol.as 
was with the army during part of the 
eanqiaign, and did not return to Peters- 
hurgh till October. 

LiUKUATioN OK OuKKCK. — Tho War be- 
tween the oppressor and pretended patron 
of Greece was favourable to her iinlepend- 
ence. Ibrahim found himself condemned 
to inactivity, and in dangi'r of starvation 
if he remained in the Morea. The ex- 
hausted country could i.ot supply liis 
army ; the sultan could spare him no as- 
sistance, and his eoinmunication with 
Egypt was prevented by the allied fleets. 
To escape from his difficulties, he con- 
eluded, in concert with his father, the 
pacha of Egypt, a conuntion with adini- 
rai (’oflriii^ton for the evacuation of tlie 
PeloponiieMis. Five foitressen only were 
excepted from the convention. These 
were chiefly ganisoned by Turks ami 
Albanians, over whom the Pacha of Egipt 
cotiid not pretend to have authoiity. Hut 
France, Kiigland. and Russia soon rleter- 
rnitiid on nieasores for their reduction. 
An expedition was fitted out at Tonlun 
under general Maison, ami before flu* end 
of November they were all reduced. Greece, 
after a struggle of eight ye.ir«, was tlien 
emancipated trom foreign control, ami left 
to select her own course among indeiiemleut 
nations. 

Annual Oiiituary.— -Robert Musbet.of 
the Mint, an industrious writer on subjeiU 
of currency. Sir Hichanl Strachan, 6'. 
admiral of the blue, and a distingui>hed 
naval officer. Hon. C’aroliiie Lamb, 42; 
this clever lady had become derangeo ; 
she matried, in 1805, the hon. Wni. Lamb, 
now visrotint Melbourne, and was the 
author of Glenarvon, Ac. Henry Neele, 30, 
author of the “ Romance of History,” 

cumiiiittid suicide in a fit of ilerangeineiit. 
John Scott, 54, the celebrated engravei of 

animals. At Rome, Sir William Drum- 
mend, an elegant scholar and profound 



GEORGE IV, A.D. 1829. 


843 


antiquary, author of the Academical Ques- 
tions and of the ‘‘(Edipus Judaicus,” in 
which he considered some of the histories 
of the Bible allegories. John Joshua 
Proby, first earl ol* Carysfurt, 77 : his 
lordship was postmaster-general in 1806, 
and a poet and author of several pam- 
jihlets in favour of parliamentary reform. 
Henry White, 69, chiefly known as the 
proprietor of a late Sunday paper called 
the *‘ Independent Whig.” At Abbeville, 
Peter Moore, 76 ; he spent his early life 
in India, where he made an ample fortune ; 
latterly he had been principally known as 
M. P. for Coventry, and by his connexion 
with the share-speculations of 1825. At 
Fulham, at a very advanced age, lieut.- 
gen. sir Alan Cameron, col. 79th High- 
landers, a brave officer, who had served in 
the American war, in UoUand, Egypt, and 
the Peninsula. Hon. Anne Seymour 
Darner, 80, celebrated as an amateur 
sculptress, and as the legatee of Horace, 
earl of Orford, at Strawberry-hill. At 
Toiiiouse, sir William Congreve, M. P., 56, 
inxeiitor of the rocket that bears his name, 
and of the hydro-pneumatic luck, and ol 
certain improvements in the manufacture 
of bank-note paper. Sir William was con- 
nected with the share-speculations of 182.^, 
and who, on the ebbing of the tide, found 
it necessary, like Mr. Peter Moore and 
others, to seek an asylum on the conti- 
nent. Rev. William Coxe, arch<leacon of 
Wills, 81, author of several books of travels, 
and biographies of Walpole, Marlborough, 
&c. Diigiild Stewart, 75, late professor of 
moral pbilosophyat Edinburgh, and an emi- 
nent metaphysical writer. At Naples, the 
margravine of Hranden burgh, and dowager 
barone^s of Craven, 77; this clever but 
rather eccentric lady of a bygone age, 
married the old and rich margrave of 
Aiispaoh six weeks after the death of lord 
Craven, in 1791 ; she had been long sepa- 
fated from his lordship, and was the 
author of several theatrical pieces, and 
ot an autobiography. John Nicol, 88, 
bookseller to the late king, and member 
ol the U nincreasable Club, and the .\nons, 
ol which Porj,oii, James Perry, and Dr. 
Charles Burney were co-associates. At his 
near Pans, Jean Joseph Gall, 73, 
the Celebrated ph.enulogist. At .Stutgard, 
Charlotte Augusta Matilda, queen of 
Hiitemberg; she was eldest daughter of 
George 111., and married in 1797. Richard 
Ghartgu, late M. P. for Durham, and 
author of Roncesvalles and Remarkn on 
the Jacobinism of the Edinburgh Review.’* 
Duke Hansard, 76, the able punter of the 
parliamentary papers since 1772, and of 
iiunie of the chief works of Burke, Harris, 
?»«l Porson. J. Curweii, esq., 72, au 
independent member of parliament an4 


experimental agriculturist. Mr. Curwen 
was particularly attentive to the principle 
by which animals and vegetables inter- 
change their products, upon which ho 
founded his ‘‘Soiling System,’* that is 
the reciprocation of food and manure, by 
confining the animals to the spot where 
they are fed. 

A.D. 1829. Jnn, 16. An attempt of about 
600 Portuguese emigrant military to land 
at 'I'erceira defeated, by the interference 
of captain Walpole, of the Ranger. The 
Miguelites having got jiossession of Ma- 
deira, Terceira was the only port of the 
dominions of Portugal that still held out 
for the constitutional sovereign, donna 
Maria. The expedition had been secretly 
fitted out at Plymouth, under the pretext 
that it was destined for Brazil, but earl 
Aberdeen, suspecting that the real destin- 
ation was Terceira, captain Walpole was 
instructed not to suffer the emigrants to 
land. As the English ministers had de- 
termined to take no part in the internal 
affairs of Portugal, they contended that 
tlicir system of neutrality would have been 
ileparted from, had they suffered a hostile 
armament to be fitted out, and proceed 
from a British port. The question, as one 
of international law and of public policy, 
was sharply discussed, and the course 
adopted by the foreign secretary was con- 
sidered by some to evince a leaning lo- 
w'ards the absolutists rather than the con- 
stitutional party. 

27. French chamber of deputies opened 
by the king. The pacification of Greece, 
external pe.ice. general prosperity amongst 
the people, and the liberty conceded to the 
press, fanuvd the congratulatory topics of 
the royal speech, 

Fe^. 2. York minster set on fire by 
Jonathan Martin, who had concealed him- 
self in the building for the purpose. Ho 
was found to be a lunatic, who had acted 
under the delusion that the venerable 
fabric was inimical to real religion. Tlie 
roof of the choir, and its internal fit- 
tings, were destroyed. The damage was 
repaired by a public subscription, to the 
amount i»f G.'i.UOOA, of the nobiiity and 
gentry of Yorkshire. 

4. Mr. secretary Peel, in a letter to the 
vice-chancellor, resigned his seat for Uxlord 
university, inconsequence ot the new policy 
he hud, “ in concert with all his colleagues 
in the governmeni,” determined on pur- 
suing towards Irelanil. He "as again 
pioptised a candidate, but sir Robert Inghs, 
after a contest of ihree days, during which 
voters were polled, was Oiected, b} a 
mujority of 146. As one of the most nu- 
merous con voc.it ions ever assembled in 
Oxfold hail last year voted, by a inajoiity 
of three to one, against catholic couces 
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si on, the result could not have been otiier- 
wisp, without a sudden and extensive 
change of opinion. 

5, Farliument opened by commission. 
The chief topics of the royal speech were — 
regret that diplomatic relations with Por- 
tugal were still suspended; continuance of 
the war between Turkey and Russia, and 
blockade by the latter of the Dardanelles; 
improvement of the revenue, especially 
that branch of it derived from articles of 
internal consumption; state of Ireland; 
existence of the catholic association ini- 
mical to the public peace ; its suppression 
recommended, as preliminary to the re- 
moval of the disabilities of the catholics. 
The latter part of the speech excited great 
inreresf. In both houses addresses were 
unanimously carried. 

10. Bill introduced by Mr. Peel, empow- 
ering the lord-iieuttMiant of Ireland to sup- 
press any meeting that he may deem dan- 
gerous, and to delegate such authority to 
two selected magistrates. It was directed 
against the catholic association, and was 
one of three me.isures intended by minis- 
ters for the paciHcation of Ireland ; the 
other two being the c ttholic relief bill, 
and the bill for the distrunchisement of 
the forty-shilling freeholders. The sup- 
pression-bill passed without up{)Ositioii, 
and received the royal assent March .')th. 

10. Died at Koine, aged 0?:^, Pope Leo 
XII. He had occupied St. Peter's chair 
since 18‘J3. and was succeeded by cardinal 
('astiglioni, who assumed tlie name of 
PiusVHI. 

I'J. Catholic association dissolve them- 
selves. 

In consequence of a quarrel between the 
suite of the Ru?e*iaa amhassailor at the 
court of Persia and the populace of Te- 
heran, the wliolc of the embassy were 
murdered, with the exception of the secre- 
tary and three others, 

10. Andrew Jackson declared duly 
elected president of the L' nited States by 
congress. 

liO. Petitions from 60,000 proprietors of 
vineyards in Prance to the chainhers, coin- 
phiiuing of extreme distress, occasioned by 
the pressure of taxes, and rest fictions on 
the expoitatiou of wines, which, hy check- 
ing consumption, rendered the prices ruin- 
ously low. 

24. Cadiz made a fret port, 

25. The failures of Glasgow, since the 
last aiitiimn, chiefly in the cotton trade, 
estimated to amount to 1,000,000/. 

Mar. I, Inaugural adilress of president 
.Tacksoii, <le<daring his deference to tfTe 
laws, aud his determination to reduce the 
pnld.c field, conceiving it to be iujiirious 
to puldic morals. 

Petitions to Uiu number of 150, sub- 


scribed by great bodies of people, pre 
sen ted to the second chamber of the 
states-general of the Netherlands, praying 
for the institution of juries, independence 
of judges, responsibility of mini.siers. free- 
dom of ])iiblic in.structii)n ; and a motion 
to refer these petitions to the guvernineut 
was carried against the ministry by a 
majority of 56 to 43. 

6. Catholic Relikk Bill. — Mr, Peel 
introduced this important measure in a 
speech of four hours' duration. Its gtmeral 
objects were to render catholics eligible to 
seats in lioth houses of parliament, to vote 
at the election of members, and generally 
to enjoy all civil franchises and offices, 
without religious test, further than an 
oath repndiuting foreign allegiance, the 
right of deposing princes excommunicated 
by the pope, and engaging not to use their 
privileges to “weaken or disturb the Pro- 
testant establishment.” To tlie offices of 
lord-chancellor, or lord-lieutenant of Ire- 
land, or lord high commissioner of Seot- 
land, they were to cuntiiuie ineligible; imr 
were tiiey to advise concerning, or take any 
part in the flisposal of ecclesiastical pa- 
tronage, nor to enjoy any new immunities 
in the universities or puldic schools. On 
the ISth,the second reading of the hill was 
carried, hy a mujot ity of 30.3 to I Sd ; and on 
the 3Uth, the third reading, by 3-U to 1 I j, 
Ministers and their converted adherents 
were the chief speakers. The course i»f g»)- 
vernment being that which the wliigs had 
long advocated, they were satisfied with 
approving its policy, and did not take a lead 
ing share in thedi.scussion. Tlio chief anti- 
catholic speakers were Mr. liankes sir K. 
Itigli.<t, Mr. Sadler, and sir Charle.s \\V* 
thereil. On the .3 1st, tlie bill was read allist 


time in the lords, and the gr.ind dehaie oti 
the second reading ensued two days alter. 
It lasted three d,iys, one day longer than in 
the cummon.s. Tlie archbishop of C'.intei' 
bury moved to throw out the bill, and was 
supported by the archbishops of York and 
Armagh, the bishops of London, Durham, 
and Salisbury, lords Winchelsea, Tcntei- 
deii, Bexley, and Kldoii. Wellington, 
(»rey, Laiisdowme, Plunkett, Gndericli, ami 
lord-chancellor Lyiidhurst, were the cidid 
defenders of the hill. On a diviNion, the 
second reading wa.s carried, by 217 against 
112. On the loth of April, tlie bill was 
read a third time, and on the I3lh it re- 
ceived the royal assent. Tlie unexpected 
consummation of tliis long-agitated ques- 
tion may be ascrilied in great part to the 
energy and able conduct of ibe duke of 
Weliiogtoii. His grace liad in>k only ho* 
own repngiianco to catholic emanciiiation 
to surmount, but that of hi« 
leagiieN, a great majority of the house o 
lores, ami of the king hiinsell. Withou 
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the previous assent of the latter, the under- 
taking was entirely hopeless. During the 
summer and uutunin, the efforts of the 
duke to overcome the royal scruples had 
been incessant, and it was only a few days 
before parliament met that the consent of 
the king had been obtained. (A/ifi, 

Ixxi. 97.) This accounts for the secrosy 
with which the relief hill was brought for- 
ward, and which was really favourable to 
its success ; for the suddenness with which 
it was introduced and carried left little 


3/ar. 8. A decree passed the senate of 
Mexico for the expulsion of the Spaniards. 

21. Duel between the duke of Welling- 
ton and the earl of Winchelsea in Bat- 
tersea-fields. The earl having received 
the duke’s fire^ discharged his own pistol 
into the air; his second then delivered a 
written acknowledgment, expressive of the 
earl’s regret for having imputed disgraceful 
motives to the conduct of the duke, in his 
pro-catholic exertions. 

22. Skttlemknt ov Greece. — The mi- 


time for anti-catholic agitation. 

FoRTY-SHII.LINO FUEF.liUI.UKRS. — The 
hill for disfranchising this description of 
Irish freeholders, and raisir.g the (ptalifi- 
cation to 10/., w'eiit on fart passu with the 
rtdief bill, hut encountered tar less opposi- 
tion. Mr. Brougham said, he consented 
to it us “ the price — almost the extravagant 
price of the other;” and sir James Mack- 
intosh rernaiked, that it was one of those 
‘‘tough nmrscls” which he had scarcely 
heen able to swallow. It was opposed hy 
Mr. Iliiskissoii, and lords Palmetston and 


iiisters of Knglartd, France, and Russia, 
agreed to the settlement of the Greek 
state. Its continental boundary line to 
be drawn from the gulf of Volo to the gulf 
of Arta. All countries south of this line 
to he included in the Greek state to which 
the islantls of Kubcea aiul the Cyclades 
were to belong. The government to ap- 
proach as neaily as possihleto a monarchical 
form, and to he hereditary in the family of 
a Christian prince, to h'e chosen for the 
first time hy the three powers, in concert 
with the Porte. He is not to be a member 


Diiiicannon, as not ic(pii>ite, or if so, not 
calculated to accomplish its purpose. Only 
seventeen members, however, voted against 
it. Mr. O’C'oiiuell, who had puhl.cly 
hound himscdf to reject even einancipatiou i 
if coupled with disfranchisement, became • 
silent, and accpiiescent in the destruction ; 
of the forties.'^ | 

Catiiui.io Statistics. — The number of 
catholics in Britain, at the time of passing 
the relief bill, was estimated, hy them- 
selves, at nearly one indliou, scattered in 
various projxirtions through Englainl, Scot- 
land. aud VVales. The catholic population 
of London was estimated at 200, OdO. Tiie 
chief catholic counties in England areL.an- 
cashire, Statiordshire, Warwickshire, Wor- 
iesteisliire, t'heshiie. Northumberland, 
Duvliam, Norfolk, Sutfolk, and Kent, In 
Irel.iiifl, the catholic population was esti- 
mated at live inihions and a half, and the 
protestant population, including all sect- | 
arians, at one milium and three rpiaiters. | 
By the removal of the disabilities, eight 
English catholic peers will be enabled to 
take their se..ts, hy right, in the house of 
lords. The catholic iiaroiiets in Englaml 
are sixteen in nunilier. In Ireland there 
are eight cathoi c peers ; in Scotland two, 
and one baronet, sir James (Jordon. The 
restrictive code of law's against catholics 
had subsisted 271 years, from the passing 
of the acts of supremacy and iiniftinnity, 
by I Kliz. c. I and r 2, in l ojS. Uot the 
oath of supremacy was not tendered to 
iiicmbers of the upt»er house, and several 
Jieerji coii^inned catholics. It was nut till 
the year lt>77, that by 3(1 Car. II. stat. 2, 
lioth catholic peers and commoners vere 
rhsahled from sitting in the I'inglish par 
liameut. 


of any of the reigning families of the three 
powers. There were also stipulations for 
the maintenance of the sovereignty of 
Turkey, and the payment of a tribute, but 
these were subsequently abandoned, and 
the nationality of Greece secured. The 
settlement was made by the allies, without 
concert with the Porte, or the president 
aiitl congress at Argos. 

yiprii 1. Accident at Hyde, near Man- 
cliesier. A raeetiug of trade unionists 
being assembled in a room at a puhlic- 
I house, the flooring suddenly gave way, 
i and 250 fell with such force as to go 
througli the travellers'-rouiii beneath into 
the cellar: tinrty were killed, and many 
others greatly wounded. 

IJ. Sii.K Trade.— A debate began in 
' the house of commons, that lasted two 
days, on the state of the silk-trade, in 
l.'?24 there were 17,000 looms employed in 
Spitaltields, while at present there were 
only 9000. Wages averaged ar the former 
period 1 7s., at present only 9<. a-week. 
By the manufacturers this depression was 
ascribed to the relaxation of the prohibitory 
system, and the atlinission into the home- 
market of foreign silks. On the (ither 
hand, ministers and the advoc.Ues ot tree- 
trade asciihed the depression to th.e in^ 
crease of protluction, ami the rivalry o* 
the provincial towns of Congletou, Mac- 
clestield, and Manchester. That the. ge- 
neral trade had increasevl. was shown by 
the vast inert ase in the quantity ot raw- 
silk imported, and in the number ot spindles 
employed in the silk-maiiufactme. Miiiis- 
teis were linn in tl.eir hostility to he pro- 
hihitoiv system, and would not listen to 
any suggestion for relief other than a re- 
duction m the duties on the importation of 
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raw-silk, by which the demand for the 
manufactured article mif^ht be augmented. 
During the discussion of a bill founded on 
this suggestion, Spitaldelds was the scene 
of incessant riot, and property to a large 
amount was destroyed. 

28. D'lke of Norfolk and lords Dormer 
and Clifford took the oath and their seats 
in the house of lords, being the first catholic 
peers under the relief act. Three days 
alter three other catholic peers, lords Staf- 
ford, Petre, and Stourton, took their seats. 

29. Disturbance amorig the weavers of 
Kochilale and Macclesfield, occasioned by 
the reduction of wages and consequent 
distress ; they formed iirucessions, visited 
the factories, and much machinery was 
•lestroyed. 

May 3. Riots at Manchester; a factory 
burnt; the bakers' and other provision- 
shops attacked, and a great many of them 
plundered. 

d. Karl of Surrey elected M. P. for 
Horsham, being the firsf catholic member 
returned to the house of commons under 
the lelief act. 

8. Chauccllor of the exchequer, in 
bringing forward the budget. cungratulatcMl 
the hou’te on the increasing prosperity of 
the country, as evinced in the improve- 
incut of the excise and customs : he anti- 
cipated. however, a falling otf in the fol- 
lowing year, owing to the deficient harvest, 
and other causes. 

8. Died, in hi.s 7*2d year, Ciiaulrs Abuot. 
first lord Colchester, and speaker of the 
house of commons from 1802 to 1817. 
Mr. Abbiitt originated a great many im- 
provements ill parliamentary proceedings ; 
such as laying regularly lietore the house 
a list of expiring law.s ; the cunuiiuiiication 
to magistrates of copies of all new statutes; 
the e.stahlishment of the private bill otfice; 
the improvement of the daily return of the 
Vufes and proceedings of the commons; 
and his financial rep.irts in 1799, became 
the model of all succeeding reports of 
comiiwttces. Hu was the author of the 
tir'tt act for taking a census of the impiila- 
tioii i>f Kiigland and Wales, and of the 
< !>mmi8sioii fur inquiring into the national 
records. The same spirit of amendment 
lie carried into toe hou.se of lords. To 
him they owe the daily publication of their 
proceedings, and the establishment of a 
library, upon the plan of that of the hou*«e 
of commons. 

9. Deputatl ns from Liverjxiol, Man- 
chester, Glasgow, Bristol, and Birmiiig- 
harii, wait ou ministers to represent the 
advantages of a free tnde to India atuT 
China. 

1 5. M r. O’Connell, who had been elected 
nu mber for (3are before the passing of the 
H lief ucr»claimeti to take bis seat under it. 
The legality of hii tlic iun was admitted, 


but his right to the ociiefit of a posterior 
law was not allowed. A debate next arose 
whether he should be heard, in defence of 
his claim, at the table or at the bar. There 
were precedents for both modes. It was 
at length agreed that he should he heard 
at the bar; and on the 18th he delivered 
an elaborate argument, but the house di- 
vided against him, 190 to 116, and a writ 
for a new election issued. 

16. At a meeting of the subscribers to 
the ereciion of king's college, lord Hexley 
stated tliat government bad givtui the 
ground originally intended for the east 
wing of Sumerset-house. for the site of the 
institution, free of expense, for 1000 years, 
on condition that the new erection cor- 
responded with the rest of the edifice. 

23. Captain Ross departed from Wool- 
wich, in a steam-vessel, to make one mure 
attempt for the discovery of the north-west 
passage. 

27. ( l.xford'street i>az.iar burnt ; damage 
estimated at 50.000/. 

June 3. Marquis of Rlaiuiroid niuved 
resolutions in the bouse of commons, decla* 
ratory of the necessity of pailiament iry 
reform. It was supported by some ot the 
old reformers, though on very dift’en iit 
grounds, from that dislike of Irt e-trade and 
apprehension of catholic influence whicli 
influenced the mover. Resolutions rejected 
bydOltollS. 

I 10. The following o^cial chaugos bad 
i now been completed: — (Miief-jusi ice Best 
! elevated to the peerage by the title of lord 
Wyiiford ; he was siiccenled in the coui- 
! moil pleas by sir Nidiolas Tindal, ihe 
I solicitor-general Mr. Sugden hrc.ime the 
I new solicitor-general. Sir James Sc irielt, 

! who held the same office uiuler Mr. Canning, 
liecame attorney-general, in place of .sii 
; Charles Wetherell. disinnssed for his anii- 
^ catholic opposition to the ministry. Tlie 
earl of Ko»slyu sworu in keeper of tlic 
! privy seal. 

5 Mktkoi»oi,is Poi.ick. — Mr. secrodary 
; Peel’s hill on this subject was rea<l on the 
I loth a third time, and became law. B 
eli’eciefl a great improveiiieiit in the police 
of the metropolis by iippi»inting two magis- 
trates or commissioner^, exempt from ses- 
ftioiiH' business, and whose rltilies were 
j limited to the preservhtion r»f tlie peace, 
anil the detection and committal oi ot- 
fenders. They are exempt from any qtia- 
lificatioii by estate, and have the entire 
control of the nightly watch and police 
within the limits of the metropolitan po- 
lice district, which district may h»* 
tended to any parish (city of London 
excepted) within twelve miles of Charing- 
cross. The expense of the new fntac to 
lie defrayed by a rale, levied on 
holders. In consequence, the old inellicie»» 
par*'ciiial watch, with their lanterns, wa c \ 
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boxes, anil hour-calls, speedily be^an to 
disajuHjar from the London streets. 

20. The English and French ambas- 
sadors arrived at Constantinople, and 
diplomatic relations, wliicii had been inter' 
rupted since the battle of Navaiino re- 
sumed. 

24. Parliament prorogued by commis- 
sion. 

Jufy 10. Resolutions of the society of 
the inner temple. It was deemed expe- 
dient to exclude persons from admission 
to the bar whose previous education or 
habits were not such as to alTtird testimony 
of the integrity and learning essential to 
the dignity of a liberal piufession; and 
for these purposes previous examination 
by a barrister, in classical attainments, 
and the general subjects of a liberal edu- 
cation, was to be reipiisite to admission. 

14. A man named Stewart and his wife 
convicted at Glasgow of the murder of 
Robert Lainont, by administering laudanum 
ill his drink, on board a steam-packet, and 
afterwards robbing him : they were suhse- 
Huently executed, and it was ascertained 
that they had been repeatedly guilty of 
similar crimes. 

20. Russian army, commanded by 
marshal Diebitsch, completed the passage 
of tliu Balkan mountains. 

25. Mr. Gurney's steam-carriage, in* 
teniied to go ou the common roads, attacked 
by the mob at Melksham : it was ou an 
experimental trip to Hath. 

.'iO. Railway-tunnel under Liverpool, a 
mile and a ij^uarter in length, oiieiied to 
the ])uhiic. 

Mr. O'Connell re-elected for C'lare, with- 
out 0|)[M)sitioii. flis expenses were de- 
frayeil hy a grant of 5000/. out of the 
catholic rent, though the grant was op- 
)osed hy Mr. Eneas Macdonnel, who had 
ninself been refused a grant in consider- 
ation of his services in the catholic cause. 
Mr. O'Connell delivered some stirring 
iidihesses to the electors, informing them 
they had achieved tire glory of *• convert- 
ing Peel and conipiermg Wellington y- 
atid that their ultimate object ought uowr 
to he a repeal of the union. 

-'/wy. 1. Supreme court of Bavaria, after , 
a protracted trial of four years, sentenced I 
to perpidual imprisonment Kieinhauer, a 
catliolic priest, who had long pursued a 
course of crime and hypocrisy. Riemlmuer 
had been held up as the model of curates j 
attentive to his duties, eloquent, insinuating, 
nud graceful in jiersou and manners. With 
these advantages he had succeeded in de- 
haiichiug many women, and then nssus- 
siuuted them anti the otTspring of his 
Illicit amours. After conviction he ad- 
niitied hi& mind had been corrupted hy the 
pernicious maxim of the jeauit^, — that ihe 
* i'ud sanctifies the moans and that it is 


allowable to kill another, if there is no 
other means of saving oiie^s honour or 
good renown.” 

Distress among Weavers. — In the 
spring and summer the depression in every 
branch of trade had greatly reduced the 
rate of wages. Artisans ascribed this re- 
duction to the avarice of employers, and 
resorted to the usual expedients of combin- 
ation and the destruction of proiierty. The 
example began among the silk-weavers of 
Spitalfields. They entered the workshojts, 
and cut and mutilated the materials be- 
longing to refractory masters. The webs 
in thirty or forty looms were sometimes 
thu.s destroyed in a single night. The 
weavers with whom the property was in- 
trusted were suspected of being accc'^sary 
to its destruction. In the domestic manu- 
facture the masters could have neither 
protection nor redress against this revenge- 
ful proceeding. They were obliged, in 
self-defence, to comply with the demands 
of the workmen, who had property at their 
mercy to the amount of 150.000/. The 
same system was acted on at Macclesfield, 
(’oventry, Nuneaton, and Bedworth. In 
these towns the power-looms had been 
introduced, which euahled one man to do 
the labour of four. The reign of terror 
extended into Yorkshire, and at Barnsley 
a list of prices was forced on the masters. 
The mistirahie condition of the weavers 
was not denied, A-t Huddersfield it was 
ascertained that there were 13,000 persons, 
occupied in the fancy-trade, whose average 
e.irnings did not exceed per day, out 
of which tliey had to find wear and tear 
for looms, &c. 

8. An unpopular change in the French 
ministry. Rjiignac. Courvoi.sier. Bour- 
inont, Rigny, Lahourdonnaye, Monthel, 
and Crousol. 'were the new minister^. They 
were the representatives of the emiirrants 
and the priests, favourable to irresponsible 
power in politics, and spiritual domination. 

20. Adriauople entered hy the Russians. 

Gkouok IV.— The king went to Snow- 
hill, and laid the foundation-stoue of an 
eipiestriau statue to the memory of his 
faUier. He wore n blue coat, with velvet 
collar, white drill trousers, and liglit Wel- 
lington boots; a round Iwaver h it, without 
binding, and banded with a broad rihlioii. 
The hat was worn with a digagee air. and hi-s 
majesty appeared, as wasliis wont on such 
occasions, in high spirits. It was almost 
the last appearance I'f the king in public, 

Srpt, 1. The London public much in- 
terested in the porlbrmanc<‘s of jM.Chahert, 
the fire-king. They were ot tlie ** “*^‘^“ 
as those liefore noticed in Paris (p. o3o), 
with thj addition of swallowing large doses 
of phosphorus and prussic acid. 

14. Pkack mktwken Tuhkky and 
-The Russians, under count Diebitsch 
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had advanced within a few easy marches 
of Constantinople. Considering their suc- 
cesses in the war, the terms imposed on 
the Porte by the victors were not, upon tlie 
face of them, very onerous. Russia ob- 
tained hardly any accession of territory by 
the treaty of Adrianople. The principa- 
lities of Moldavia, Wallachia, Bulgaria, 
and Rumelia, were to be restored. The 
Turks were to pay the Russians, by ten 
aumiul instalments, between five and six 
millions sterling, to compensate them for 
the ex])ense8 of the war, and the losses of 
their merchants. Until the last instalment 
be ]>aid, the principalities not to be eva- 
cuated. The free passage of the Darda- 
nelles and the canal of Constantinople ; 
liberty of commerce throughout the whole 
extent ol the Turkish empire, and the 
exemption of her vessels from the visits of 
the Ottoman authorities, were guaranteed 
to Russia. Russian subjects, even in 
Turkey, are to live under the exclusive 
juiisdiction and police ol‘ the ministers 
and consuls of Russia. This exemption 
from the Turkish tribunals, the heavy 
pecuniary mulct, and ten years’ military 
occupation of part of the Turkish territory, 
formed the hardest conditions of the treaty. 

23. Tile new post-olKce opened. 

(kt, 5. New regulations re.specling the 
port of London published. Tlie day anil 
iiight-<iuty of harbour- masters has been 
strictly defined. A great nlany new di- 
rections us to the mooring, unmooring, and 
removing of vessels. 

b. Trial of speed between differently- 
constructed locomotive carriages, on the 
Liverpool and Mancbe>ter railway. Two 
of them pro|i<jlled at the rate of upwards 
«*f thirty miles au-ho\ir. A prize of 6iU)/. 
awan'.ed by the directors toMr. Ste]»heiison. 

lb. The Dolphin coiivict-hulk, with bVU 
convicts on bu>ird, su»ldenly heeled on oin; 
side and sunk ; it arose iroiii the vessel not 
rising v'ith the ti«le, and 1 »it bottom, by 
suc!to:i, adhering to the mud that bud 
accumulated daring the late high thlvs 
of the r^IetUvay. Only three hvts were 
lost. 

\ov. 1. The assets of the Ktjuitahle 
Assurance Company, inclusive of cash in 
hand, and money lent on mortgage, are 
valued at 1 0.4 1 0.5 10/. There are8Sb7 po- 
licies ••xisting.iipon which there will In* due, 
at the d.eaths of the assurers, I4,>i49,t)72/. 
Against these claims, besides the ussets. | 
are the aiinuui premiums, amounting to ! 
410,bb5/. The surplus of assets above 
all claims is estimated at uliout five iniU 
lions. 

Tl.e marquis of Stafford, who in 18*20 
(s'gaii to regulate the rents of his Knghsh j 
estates accoriliiig to the average price of 
.stdl adheres to his system. The 
(loclnctioii received hy Ids tenants was 


highest in 1822, namely, 46 percent.; and 
lowest in 1825. lb per cent. The rents of 
his Scotch estates his lordship regulates 
hy the average price of. wool, wedders, and 
ewes : his tenants in the north received, in 
18*23, 40 per cent., and in 1821, IS per 
cent. ; which were the highest and lowest 
during the last eight years. 

A vein of pure oil was latelv struck, in 
boring for salt water, in Cumberland 
county, Kentucky, The oil welled out at 
intervals of from two to five minutes, pour- 
ing out at each flow barrels of oil, of it 
strong, penetrating, disagreeable odour, 
perceptible at tlie distance of six miles. 

‘20. New Fleet-market o[;ened. Tlie 
shops,' in general, are let at 1.5.v. a-week. 
or with a parlour, ‘25*. The street, for 
meily called Fleet maiket, is to be called 
Furringdon-street. 

Dec. 8. On opening the .American con- 
gress, president Jackson announced that 
the tariff had not answered the cx^iecta- 
tions of its supporters. 

20. The London booksellers have a 
meeting at the Cliapter coffee-house, to 
consider of the best means of preventing 
the practice of selling books below tlie pub- 
lishers’ price, and at less than ‘25 pi r cent, 
profit allowed to tlie trade, A resolution, 
sigiieil hy boO persons, is agreed to, that 
no Copyright-work shall be sold at more 
than ten per cent, under the publishers’ 
jirice, tind that for rearly money only, ex- 
cept in a case where the publisher himseH’ 
had lowered the price at a trade-sale. 

3(1. Welland canal, cunnecting the lakes 
Erie and Ontario, opened. 

SuuscuiFiioN (h.uiis. — The following 
are the names of tlie suhscriptioieclnhs 
that have been established in London, and 
the numher of sul)scnl)ers : — United S- 1 - 
vice, l.'iOO ; .Junior United Scivice, l-hMi; 
Royal Naval, aOU ; Athenamrn, 1(M)() ; 
Union, It’OI); University, 1()(K); Vein am, 
1000; Oriental. 1000 ; .Alfred’s, 500 ; Tm- 
veller.s’, .500; Wyndham's, 500; Literary 
Uniiin, 500; Aitb.iu’s. >^00 ; Btookes's,.' (hi ; 
Boodle's, 500; Randell’s, 500; WInte’-, 
.500 ; (Jraham’s, 500 ; Uocua-Tree, 500 ; 
Portland, .500 ; (Guards’, 400 ; Albion, 400 ; 
(’ulunial, 400 ; St. .James's, 400. 

Annuai. (luiiUAUY. — At Dresden, Fred. 
Vuii Sehlegel, 57, (iermaii writer, and 
^reat admirer of the Homiintes(fnr^ in cuntia* 
distinction to the classical school, which 
bis brother favourer!: »Schlegel was the 
son of a jirotestani clergyman, and it w 
likely that his overwrought impressions o 
the glories of the midille ages may have 
influericerl his secession from the paterna 
faith to become a catholic. Sir \Mlhinn 
Curtis, 77, father of the. Loudon corpora- 
tion nncl late 51 P. for the city. 

Krakine, eleventh earl of Bnrhaii, * •> 
founder of the Society of Antiquaries of 
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Scotland. William Stevenson, 57, keeper shire, fjeneral sir David Baird, a meritorious 
of the records in the Tower, and autliur of officer, who had seen much service in the 
u History of Navigation/’ &c. Elizabeth East Indies, and lost an arm at the battle 
countess of Derby, C6, formerly Miss Far* of Corunna. James Hamilton, 6U, author 
ren, the actress. George lord Harris, 82, of the system of teaching languages that 
general in the army, and conqueror of bears his name. General Thomas Garth, 
Seringapatam, in 1799, when Tippoo Sultan 85 ; he served iu Germany, in 1762, under 
was killed. Edward, second lord 'riuirlow, prince Ferdinand: the general is said to 
47 : his lordship married Miss Bolton, the have had, at an advanced age, a natural 
actress, and was author of several poems son, who bears his name, by an illuNlrions 
and translations. At Paddington, Thomas lady. Eugeni us Roche, 43, editor of Vie 
Fitzgerald, 70, formerly of the victualling- Courier, W. M. Willett, 63, editor of The 
office, and a poet known to his contempo* Statesman, By a fall from a post-chaise, 
varies. John Reeves, 77, late chief-justice William Wadil, 55, surgeon-extraordinary 
of Newfoundland, and originator, in 1792, to the king, and author of several medical 
of the association against republicans: iu and amusing publications. At Paris, count 
1800 Mr. Reeves was appointed king’s de Barras, 74, member of the directory 
printer, in conjunction with Messrs. Eyre which Napoleon overthrew in 1799. At 
and Strahan ; he was a copious writer on Milan, Stephen Dumont, 79, distinguished 
legal and political subjects. At Aberdeen, writer on legislation, and translator of 
Robert Haniiltoii, 80, forty years a pro- Benthain’s writings ; a learned and amia- 
Icssor ill the Marischal-coUege, and author ble native of Geneva, possessed of great and 
of an “Inquiry into the National Debt:” polished conversational powers, and the in- 
tiie professor was the first to deiiioustrate tiniate friend of the late sir Samuel Romilly 
the fallacy of the sinking-fund, and the and Mr. Brougham. Benjamin Flower, 
futility of seeking to liipiidate public debts 74, popular political writer. John Mawe, 
by burrowed money. At his seat, in Perth- 74, celebrated mineralogist and traveller. 

A.i). IS'lO, Jan. Sovkhkions in Europk.*— T he following are the reigning contem* 
porarics of George IV., arranged according to the order of their accession, and their 
age at the time of accession : — 

Date of Age at 

Accession, Accession^ 


Frederic, duke of Saxe Altenbourg • « 

Francis, grand duke of Mecklenbuiitg Schwerin 
George William, prince of I.ippe Schaumbourg 
Louis, grand duke of Hesse Darmstadt 
Francis, emperor of Austria . • 

Gunter, prince of Scliarzbourg-Sonderhausea 
Alexis, duke of Anhalt-Bernbourg • • 

Frederic William 111., king of Prussia . • 

Leopold, prince of Lippe-Detmold • • 

Bernard, duke of 8axc-Meiningeii • • 

John Joseph, prince of Lichteustehi . • 

Ernesl, duke of Saxe-Cobourg-Gotha • • 

Frederick VI., king of Denmark . • • 

Ferdinand VII., king of Spain . • • 

Mahmoud II., sultan of Turkey . . . 

Frederic, prince of llohcnzoUern-IIeckingen * 
George, prince of Waldeck . , , • 

William I., king of the Netherlands 
Maria Louisa, duchess of Parma • • 

Francis IV., duke of Modena 
William, duke of Brunswick • • • • 

William, duke of Nassau • • • 

William, king of Wurtemburg . . • 

George, grand duke of MecWenbourg-Slrelitz 
Henry, prince of Reus-Greits . . • 

Leopold, duke of Anhalt- Deisati . • 

Jjouis, grand duke of Baden 

Charles XIV., king of Sweden . • * 

J duke of AnhaU*Koethen . • 

11., of Hesse-Cassel • • 

K-lix, king of Sardinia . . • • 

Henry*^, prince of Reuse and Ebersdorf • • 


Sept. 22, 1780 
April 24, 1785 
Feb. 13, 17s7 
April 6, 1790 
March 2, 1792 
Oct. 14,1793 
April 9, 1796 
Nov. 16, 1797 
April 4, 1802 
Dec. 24, 1803 
Mar. 24, 1815 
Dec. 9, 1S06 
Mar. 13, 1808 
Mar. 19, ISOS 
July 28, 1808 
Nov, 2,1810 
Sept. 9, 1813 
Dec. 3, 1813 
May 30, 1814 
June S, 1815 
June 16, 1815 
Jau. 9,1816 
Oct. 30, 1816 
Nov. 6, 1816 
Jan. 29, 1817 
Aiig. 9, 1817 
Feb. 5, Isis 
Dec. 8, 1818 
Dec. 16, I^IS 
Feb. 27, 1821 
April 19, 1821 
July 10, 1822 


17 

28 

2 

36 

24 

33 
28 
27 

5 

3 

•U 

22 

40 
23 

2-4 

34 
23 

41 

tf.i 

30 

23 

37 
26 
22 
54 
5 ) 
48 
43 
r>G 

25 
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Date of 

Age at 



Acceeniotu 

Accession. 

Charles Louis, duke of Lucca 


Mar. 13, 1824 

25 

Leopold 11., grand duke of Tuscany . 


June 17, 1824 

26 

Charles X., king of France . • 


Sept. 16, 1824 

67 

Francis 1., king of the Two Sicilies • 


Jan. 4, 1825 

46 

Louis, king of Bavaria ... 


Oct. 13, 1825 

39 

Nicholas 1., emperor of Russia • • 


Dec. 1, 1825 

29 

Maria II., queen of Portugal 


May 2, 1826 

6 

Anthony, king of Saxony . 


May 5, 1S27 

72 

Charles Frederic, grand duke of Saxe-Weimar 

June 14, 1828 

45 

Poi>e Pius VIll. . 


May 31, 1829 

67 

Louis, Landgrave of Hesse-Hombourg . 


. April 2, 1829 

59 

Augustus, grand duke of Oldenbourg . 

. 

May 21, 1829 

46 


Revenuk, Debt, Popui-ation, 6cc. — 
The fullowini' pruportious show the re. 
lative amount of taxation, debt, military 
and naval power, and the diffusion of the 
elective franchise, in different states, at 
the commencement of the present year : — 

Every inhabitant pays in taxes, in — 

' £. i. d. 

Great Britain . • .2120 

France . . . .141 

Netherlands • . ,10 9 

PrusMa . . . . 0 13 7 

United States of America ,097 
Austria . • . . 0 8 

Russia . . , . 0 4 9:^ 

Proportion of Deut to Population : — 

C. .V. d. 

Great Britain • • . 34 15 *2;)^ 

Netherlands . • . 2.’) 12 0 

France . • . . 5 10 0 

Austria . • . . 1 10 U 

United States . • .17 2^ 

Prussia . . . . 1 3 2i 

Russia • . . • 0 Hi OJ 

Proportion of Aumy to Population * 
Russia, one soldier to 57 

Prussia ... 80 

Austria . • . 118 

France . • • 138 

Nether’ iiids . • 142 

Great Britain . . 229 

Uuiied States . . 1977 


France and Enoland. — M. Charles 
Diipiii has published some interestinj^ 
comparative Ntatements of the relative in- 
dustrial force in France and Knj^land. He 
has calculated the amount of animate and 
inanimate, or the power of men and animaK, 
and the mechanical power in the twoki'.!>^- 
doms; and has reduced both to a coiinnon 
measure, expressed in an equivalent ntiiu- 
her of adult labourers or operatives. Fn.st 
oi the agricultural forve of the two kin;;' 
doms. The 31.800,000 inhabitant^, wliicb 
now constitute the population of France, 
are equivalent to a power of 12,b09 (ij/ 
indivimiuU of the male sex at the a};e of 
full vjj^our. In France about two-tldids 
of the population are etnj»loyed in aj^iicnl 
tiire, and one-third in manufactures and 
commerce. On the contrary, in Brit . in, 
of the 15,000,000 of her inhabitants, about 
one-third only are employed in a^ricullu:*'. 
and two-thirds in inauutactures and com 
merce. The iullowinfj; exhibits the rela- 
tive amount of human and iinimal fiowi i 
devoted to agriculture in France and 11: i 
tai I, exjiressed in an equivalent nuinlKi ul 
effective labourers: — 

Pi’ance, lin/aw. 

Human force . . 8,400.938 2. 

Horses 1 1.2(.0,000 0>' 

Oxen and Cows 17,432.000 13,7:)0.i'b0 

.\s8eB 240,000 


Vessels of the Line and Fri^^ate.s : — 
Great Britain, one to 82,979 

Sweden and Norway ir)4,t»40 

Netherlands . • I70,5.*)rj 

France . . . 290, '.M)9 

United States • . 310,009 

Russia • . . fi80,2'>0 

A.istria . . . 2,909,091 

PkBjXittion of Repbrskntation to Popu- 
lation : — 

Norway 75 deputies, or 1 to 14,000] 
Britain and Ireland, 658 do., 

or 1 to . • . 39,970 

Ntdherlands, 110do.,or 1 to 55,845 
United States, 187 do., or 

I to . . . . 60,120 

France, 430 do.y or 1 to « 74,418^ 


Total power 37,278,038 24,b32,4-lii 

This exhibits a remarkable difTerence i i 
the use made of animal power by the tvo 
nations. The aj^riculturists of Ku^daud 
and Scotland, by the use of domestic ani- 
mals, having created a power twelve tinus 
greater than their own personal loirc , 
while the oilditional force obtained thion;;b 
similar means by the French ugriciiltu- 
rists does nut amount to five times then* 
own. In commerce and niaiinfacturcs the 
contrast between the two countries is 
greater, though not so unexpected, as 
rural industry. The following exhibits 
the comtnerctal and iwourz/nc/wnwy 
of France compared with that ot Britan# 
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expressed, as before, in equivalent men- 
power I — 

France, Rrilain, 

Animate force . 6,303,010 7,275,497 

Mills and hy- 
draulic engines 1,500,000 1,200,000 

Windmills . . . 263,333 240,000 

Wind and navi- 
gation 3,000,000 12,000,000 

Steam-engines . 480,000 6,400,000 

Total force 11,536,352 27,115.497 

Thus the total of the inanimate force 
apidied to the mechanical arts of all 
descriptions in France scarcely exceeds 
tlie fourth of the same force applied to the 
same purposes in Britain ; and the whole 
animate and inanimate power of Britain, 
applied to manufactures and commerce, is 
neiirly treble the amount of that so applied 
in France. The cuniparisun of the agri- 
cultural, commercial, and manufacturing 
powers of the two kingdoms, with their 
res^iective populations, also atfbrds data 
for many curious inferences illustrative of 
the relative industrial condition of Britain 
and France. 

Jan. 14. Bavaria reduced the interest of 


behind as a kind of rear-guard to watch 
the enemy and report his movements. He 
was treasurer of the navy under Mr. Ad- 
dington, but on the overthrow of that gen- 
tleman’s ministry, by a coalition, he re- 
joined his old friends, to whom he ever 
after faithfully adhered, and of whom he 
was for many years the leader. He was a 
shiewd, plain, argumentative, and humor- 
ous speaker, without any pretension to 
oratory or refinement of thought. His 
analysis of the annual budget was usually 
his most masterly exhibition. At an early 
period of life he fought a duel with Mr. 
Pitt. He had a deep sense of religion, 
and some qualities have been ascribed to 
him i^Edinhuryh Ileview^ cxxxvii. 249) that 
seem almost incompatible with his temper- 
ament and strength of intellect. He was 
timid in council, disposed to dwell on the 
gloomy siile of things, and on all possible 
contingencies. He was not in truth deeply 
versed in general principles, not even in 
those of p«ditical economy, and, on one 
occasion, committed the error of ascribing 
public distress to large farms and the over- 
application of capital to land. Mr. Tierney 
was the author of some clever pamphlets ; 


her national debt from 5 to 4 per cent. 

15. A deputation from the city of Lon- 
don. in a conference with the duke of Wel- 
lington, complains of the high price of 
coals and the combination among the coal- 
owners of the Tyne. 

18, A severe frost ; the thermometer 
oil Hampsteud-hcath 2*2 degrees below the 
freefing point. Similar weather exqa'ri- 
enced in the south of Europe. 

21, Wuiice declared a free port. 

25. Death of Mk, Tikknkv. — This 
eminent parliamentary debater was in his 
74ih year, and died of an eniargement of 
the heart, a disease that had been some 
years in progress, and which he bore with 
fortitude. lie was bred to the law, and, 
for a short time, went the western circuit, 
but, marrying a lady of property, he left a 
])r<)fession for which he was W't ll (pialified 
to indulge in the less profitable but more 
ambitious pursuits of statesuiansbip. He 
entered tiie h use of commons m 1796, 
about the time the whigs, in a pettish tit, 
withdrew from it, under an impression 
that their efforts tj save the country WiUild 
he unavailing and hopeless ; retaining, 
however, contrary to the example of Grat- 
tan and the other contemporary seceders 
from the Irish parliament, their seats the 
while. The secession was a piece of ettemi- 
UHcy that would now be laughed at, and 
Certainly not tolerated in any class of 
public servants intrusted with repn^senta- 
hye duties. During their absence, Mr. 
Tierney, who had not been regularly in- 
corporated into the apposition; remained 


he also drew up the admirable petition of 
the Society of the Friends of tlie People, 
showing the defects of the representative 
system, and which, in 1793 (see j>. 5^2), 
was presented to parliament. 

Eeh. 4. Mr. Ab‘xander, etlitor of the 
Morning Joui'ncii. sentenceiito sundry fines 
and imprisonment for libels on the duke ot 
Wellington and lus ministry. 'Ihe prose- 
cutions had been instituted by the attorney- 
general, sir Janies Scarlett, and were 
generally disapproved. 

Position of thk Ministuy.— Parlia- 
ment met on the 4th inst. and luund the 
government in a difficvilt position. By 
extraordinary energy it had eaiiied catho- 
lic emancipation ; liut in so doing had 
lost the support of a powerful section ot 
adherents, who, holding themselves to have 
been betrayed, had been converted into 
di'termineil opponents. As a set oH to 
this defection, ministers had gaiind flie 
support of the whigs, who were willing to 
lend them such assistance as would s.ive 
them from seeking a reconciliation with 
the otlended tories ; but this assistance was 
wavering and not wholly dirinterevied. 
They naturally and reasonably sought 
coalition i« ojffice as well as in parhament. 
They had no desire, therefore, to render 
the ministry independent ; their pmicy 
was to administer sustenance enougii to 
keep it alive hut not to establish it m the 
robustness of perfect health. Ihe duke of 
Wellington, on the other hand, sought 
their aid in the legislature. ‘‘J- 

eiierutioa in power, lie wimW stdl have 

3 1 « 
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preferred a reconciliation with Ihs old 
friends, and, to keep the way open for them, 
stood aloof from an oflicial union with the 
whigs. The former, however, manifested 
not the slightest disposition towards peace 
and forgiveness. The party of which 
Mr. Canning had been leader^ and which, 
after his death, acknowledged the supre- 
macy of Mr. Huskissun, would have brought 
both influence and talent; but the expid- 
siun of Huskissou from the cabinet had 
been too ignominious to leave any hope of 
his return unless the duke would make 
submissions which neither his situation 
nor his unbending character would allow. 
In the house of commons, therefore, the 
ministry was weak, the ablest members 
being mostly lukewarm or hostile. With 
the exception of Mr. Secretary Feel, who 
tried to fill the place of leader, there was 
no one fitted efiicientl) to fight their battles 
in debate — no one that held a high place 
in public 0 ]>inion for intelligence and 
oratory. Mure auxiliaries or fewer enemies, 
therefore, became indispensable. The <le- 
sertion of the whigs, and their coalition 
with his tory opponents, would have at 
once terminated the duke’s ministry. To 
attach the former to his standard became 
the obvious policy of the prime minister. 
The marquis of Cleveland, a great borough- 
pioprietor, under whose patronage Mr. 
Brougham harl long sat in parliament, was 
the first to lend his aid to the government, 
and his son, lord Darlington, undertook to 
move the address liegisUr^ Ixxii. 3). 

Anotiier whig lord, tlu* duke of Devon- 
shire, was conciliated by the appointment 
of Mr. Abercrombie, his hirdship’s land- 
agent, and late of the chancery bar. to be 
chief baron of the txciu quer in Ireland. 
Tliis C4>uld only be considered an instal- 
ment, not the full purchase- money, of the 
entile services of liic opposition. Parlia- 
ment was opened V'y commission. The 
royal speech dwelt on onr amicable rela- 
tions with foreign powers, increased amount 
of exports, deficiency in the revenue of the 
previous year and intended retrenchments, 
|>ro(JOsed improvements in the admimstra- | 
itou of the law, ;mr/iW tiiatresx oinung the 
agri::ultural and manufacturing classes 
owing to unfavourable seasons and other 
CAUfes not under legislative control. An 
amemirneut to the address was moved in 
the upper and lower liuuse on the ground 
that the distress was r/mrersu/, not [martial; 
In the lords a wa.s negatived by 71 to 9j 
in the commons by 158 to 105. 

9. Public meeting at Sydnt'y, New So^th 
Wales, to petition parliament for a legis- 
lative assembly mil trial by jury. 

to. Kiiglish Opera House and five houses 
adjuiitiug destroyed by fire. Mr. Arnold, 
the proprietor; was not insun d. 


Mar» 2. French chamber of deputies 
opened by Charles X, The opposition to 
the ministry of prince Polignac was kept 
up, both ill the chambers and by the liberal 

i 'ournals, with unabated bitterness. The 
nng*8 speech was threatening, and iin])bed 
a fixed determination on his part to sup- 
port the ultra-royalist admiiiistiution lie 
had formed. In their address, in answer, 
the deputies openly declared that the go- 
vernmeat hud not their confidence, and 
that “ an unjust distrust of the sentiments 
and reason of France is now the i'uiula- 
montal idea of the adiniiiistiation.’’ 'J'b** 
public discontents were great ; in Brittany 
an association liad been tormed lor refusing 
payment of taxes, if the charier slionld be 
violated; the editors of the GIuIh:, tb.e 
National^ and other popular journals, were 
prosecuted lor libels and sentenced to fiius 
and imprisonment. 

15. In bringing forward the TirixiKT, 
the chancellor of the excheijiier annonmcil 
the total remission of the excise-duties on 
beer, cider, an<l leather. The di licieia v 
of revenue occMsioiied tiieivby, auniuuting 
to five millions, he proposed to meet l.y 
assimilating the liisli stamp-duty lo that 
of Kngbmd, and incieasing the duties on 
spirits. The economical reductions in dif- 
erent departments of gi'vermnent anioniittal 
to I,30tb0(*b7. Klloits were made to im- 
prove the hill for liie disfrancliiseinent ut 
East Retford, and the extension of tlu* 
franchise to the ad.joinmg hundred. Mr. 
Tennyson moved to transfer the right I'f 
returning members to Birmingham. Mr. 
Ilobbouse, on tlu* tliiid reading of tl^e 
bill, on the loth, j ri^jiosed its lejei liuii 
altogether, am), on failing that, Mr. 0'< eii- 
iiell moved that the poll in the loiongli 
and hundred should be tak«;n hy in: t. 
This was a novel principle in parli.iineitt- 
ary ehetion, and rejecteil by 17!1 to d). 

19. Session of the Swedish diet closeil ; 
the king congiatiilateU the assemi 1\ m 
his speech on the advancing prosperity ol 
the kiiigdoii), stating that tlie popnUtii-a 
hud inciea,sed one-sixth witldn twenty 
years, the national debt was nearly eMln- 
guished, and the taxes cousideral K 
duced. 

19, French chamber of deputies pioo - 
gued preparatory to their dissolution ami 
a new election. 

25. The king of Spain abolishes tlu* 
Salic law, wliicli excluded females bum 
succession to the throne. 

j4pr. 15. First bulletin issued aiinuuncinij 

tlie illness of George IV. On the Fith t le 
king rode in Wiiidsor-park tor the 
time, and j>asscd some time in the 
gerie, a place in which he took 
delight. While there he 
pain and faiutness; and iiujniied e ‘ 
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keeper if he had any brandy in the house. 
The man, an old servant of the duke of 
York, said he had something which he 
tliought his majesty would like better than 
brandy. ‘^VVhat is it?” said the king. 

Cherry gin,” was the reply ; ‘‘ it was made 
by my old woman, sire.” His majesty 
seemed much pleased by this mark of at- 
tention, and expressed a wish to taste the 

obi girl’s cordial.” On its being handed 
to him he appeared to relish it exceedingly, 
ami finished the remainder of the bottle. 

Ma(f 3. Died, in his 80th year, sir 
UouKUT I’kki., father of the secretary of 
state for the home department. He was 
among the first and most successful of the 
natives of Lancashire who plunged into 
the golden flood that flowed into the 
country on the sinbb-n expansion of the 
cotton-trade. In 1773 he established, in 
conjunction with Mr. Yates, an extensive 
miimifactory at Bury, which rose into a 
state of unequalled ]>rosi)erity. In 1803 
they employed l.'>,()00 iiersons, and paid 
40,000/. annually to the excise as duty on 
printed goods. Mr. Peel married, in 1787, 
the daughter of his partner, then in her 
seventeenth year, l»y whom he had six 
sons and live daughters. About this 
l»eri()d he made some large purchases of 
lauded property in the counties of Lan- 
caster, Stafford, and Warwick, and in 
1790 was returned member for Tam worth, 
previously to which he had piiblishetl a 
pamphlet with the \<ara<loxical title of 
” The National Debt pro<inctive of National 
Prosperity.” He was a streniioiis sup- 
porter of Mr. Pitt, and, in the eventful 
eaiirgeneies of 1798, when government 
made au urgent appeal to the lo\alty of 
the community, the firm of IVel and Y.ites 
subscribed 10,000/. for the support of the 
"ar. Mr. Peel, in 1801, was created a 
baronet. In his political capacity he 
fecems to have committed the commvm 
error of being carried away by present and 
the local appeai'ances in his own neighbour- 
hood rather than a comprehensive estimate 
ut national and final results. He ilied 
possessed of immense riches, the friiit.s of ' 
well-timed enterprise, and not pavsimoni- 
tJusly heaped up, hut accompanied with 
much active benevolence and a generous 

munifi(;|i|jQp 

14. Sir James Graham moved in the 
house of commons for a returnof the salaries 
an d emoluments of the members oi the phivv 
council. He said the total number of privy 
councillors was 1(>9, of whom 113 lectived 
public money to the amount of 050,164/. 
t here were 47 peers and *21 commoners 
who were ]irivy councillors; the former 
received 378,340/., the latter 90,849/. jrer 
Tile chancellor of the excheq ler 
moved an amendment for a return of sala- 


ries and emoluments above 250/. held by 
all persons in the civil departments ,)f the 
united kingdom. Amendment carried. 
Sir James remarked that he “ had called 
for a glass of wine, and Mr. Gonlburn had 
served him with a glass of wine diluted 
with a Viottle of water.” 

21. Prince Leopold declined the sove- 
reignty of Greece, offered to him by the 
allied powers. 

24. Message from the king to parlia- 
ment, stating his inability to affix the sign- 
manual to public instruments. A com- 
mission was appointed, and an act passed 
and received the royal assent on the 29th 
to legalize the use of a stamp. The bul- 
letins issued had been concocted in such 
vague, unmeaning language, that this was 
the first public indication of the »laugerous 
and hopeless condition of his majesty. 

The French newspapers cont.iined nu- 
merous and distressing accounts of files in 
Normandy and Brittany, supposed to be 
occasioned by incendiaries. 

28. Motions by lord John Russell and 
IMr. O'Connell for parliamentary reform. 

Jt/nr 3. Mr. Sadler moved for the intro- 
duction of poor-laws into Ireland : nega- 
tived without a division. 

7. \ musical performance, of a novel 
lescription, took place at the Kgyptian- 
hall. The performer was Michael Boai, 
and his instrument lus c/n'w, played upon 
by the knuckles of his two fists. The 
tones he produced were something similar 
to the castanets, and the rapidity and pre- 
cision i»f his execution extraordinary. 

12. Will of the late sir Robert Peel 
proved ; personal property sworn to exceed 
1,200,009/. 

21. Informations laid by the managers 
of Drury-laiie and Covent-garden theatres 
against I he minor theatres, for alleged 
infringements of their patent right, by 
performing live regular drama. 

26, Dkai'ii ok Grouue IV. — For many 
years the king had been scarcely ever free 
from gout, hut its attacks had been re- 
sisted by the uncommon strengtli of his 
constitution. His life bad in consequence 
been retired. During the spring of 18J9 
he. resided at St. James’s- palace, w'here he 
gave a ball to the juvenile branches of the 
nubility, to which the priiuoNS \ ictoiia 
ami the young queen of Portugal were 
invited. Mostly his time was spent within 
the limits of the royal domain at \\ indscir. 
His out-door amusements consisted of sail- 
ing and fishing on the Virgiiiia-waler, or 
a drive in a pony-pliaeton, in the magni- 
ficent purlieus of the forest. IVhen tho 
weather was unlavouriihle. the light lead- 
ing of the day, or the tlrauia, was icsoited 
to. Almost uninterrupted attacks ot illness 
disturbed his seclusion, while they oflered 
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an inducement to its continuance. Pains 
of the eyes, and defective vision, gout in 
the feet and hands, and, lastly, the great 
malady of his family — dropsy, to which 
the duke of York, and his sister, the queen 
of Wurtemberg, had fallen victims, by 
turns bffel him. In April his malady 
assumed a decisive character, and bulletins 
began to be issued. He had reached his 
sixty-eighth 3’ear, a term rarely allotted to 
the wearer of a crown, in May, a com- 
mission was appointed to affix the royal 
signature ; the king signifying his consent 
by word of month. Before his death it 
was with difficulty he could whisper hts 
verbal affirmative. About a week before 
he died the physician delicately announced 
to him the inevitable catastrophe. God’s 
will be done ! '* was the reply. The king’s 
faculties continued unimpaired to the last 
mumen\ On administering to him the 
last sacrament, the bishop of Chichester re- 
minded him of the duke of Sussex; when 
the king charged the prelate, after his 
death, to carry a message to the duke, 
saying all offences were forgotten, and to 
assure him of fraternal atfection. His 
majesty’s sufferings were very great ; dur- 
ing the paroxysms of pain his moans were 
lit ard even by the sentinels on duty in the 
quadrangle. On the night of the 25th 
his cough was unusually painfuK and he 
motioned a page to alter his position on 
his couch. Towards three o’clock he felt 
a sudden attack of the bowels, and desired 
to be removed to his chains percte / a vio- 
lent discharge of blood ensued, and his 
majesty appeared to 1m* fainting. At this 
moment he attempted to raise his hand to 
his breast, and faintly ejaculated, ‘‘Oh 
God ! 1 am dying;” and two or three se- 
conds after he said, “ Thia 11 dealh.^ The 
king was removed to his couch, and the 
physicians called. Before they arrived 
the glaze of death was over the eyes of 
the king, and George IV. had ceased to 
breathe. A post-mortem examination 
showed diseased organization of the heart. 
That organ was uncommonly enlarged, 
and adhered to the neighbouring parts. 
There was no effusion of water in the tlio- 
raric cavity. The liver was not diseased; 
the lungs were ulcerated, and there were 
droiistcal symptoms of the skin in various 
parts of the body- The king was an 
unuioally large^ and well-proportioned 
loan. At one vlme he weighed twenty-four 
stone. His eyes were good, but his features 
and countenance did not equal his fine 
form and noble mien. 


PUBtlC STATUTES. I. TO XI. 
OSOROR IV. 

I Geo. IV., c. 1. Civil list act. 

C»p. Granting privileges of British 


ships to ships built at Malta, Gibraltar, 
and Heligoland ; and some of them to 
ships built at Honduras. 

Cap. 26. Kneouraging coasting-trade of 
Ireland. 

Cap. 87. Enabling landlords more 
s{)cedily to recover possession of lands and 
tenements unlawfully held over by tenants. 
Act extends to the united kingdom, except 
Scotland. 

1 & 2 Geo. ly., c. 18. Reiieals Irish 
act, 28 £liz., c. 2, which punishes witch- 
craft and sorcery. Statute against witch- 
crait in England had been repealed in 
George the Second’s reign. 

('ap. 26. For gradual resumption of 
cash-payments by the bank of Knglantl. 

Cap. do. Repeals capital punishment of 
bankrupt who conceals his effects, and 
substitutes transportation. 

Cup. 41. For abating nuisance from 
steam-engines, by facilitating prosecution 
thereof. 

Cap. 47. Borough of Grampound dis- 
franchived, and two additional members in 
lieu given to Yorkshire. 

3 Geo. IV., c. 41. Repeals nearly 200 
ancient statutes relative to the export and 
import of various articles ; commerce of 
aliens and denizens ; import of popish 
books ; guagiiig of wine, and other mat- 
ters. Most of the repealed statutes hud 
become obsolete. 

Cap. 53. Kegiilates the sale of roasted 
corn, peas, beans, and parsnips. 

Cap. 71. Prevents cruelty to cattle. 

Cap. 126. For amending the laws re- 
lative to the turnpike-roads in England. 

4 Geo. IV. c. 52. Abolishes the custuni 
of interring suicides iu the highway, witli 
a stake driven tlwough the body ; siibsii- 
tutes nocturnal interment, without chnsiiaii 
rites of burial. 

Cap. GO. Alx>lishes state lotteries. 

Cap. 64. Consolidates laws relative to 
houses of correction. 

Cap. 76. General marriage act. 

Cap, 83. Regulates factors and agents, 
amended by 6 Geo. IV., c. 6 L 

Cap. 99, For effecting a composition of 
tithes in Ireland. 

5 CtfO. IV., c. 74. K.stablishes uniformly 
of weights and measures in Britain. 

Cap. 83, General vagrant act. 

Cop. 96. Consolidates and amends the 
laws relative to the arbitration of disputes 
between masters and workmen. 

6 Geo. IV., c. 16. Consolidates and 
amends the bankrupt-laws. 

Ihap, 50. Consolidates and amends tne 

^ ^’ap.63. For better preserving the health 

of children employed in cotton-mill«« 

Cap. 79. For assimilatijig Irish io Bt 
tish currency. 
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Cap. 91. Repeals part of 6 Geo. I., c. 18, 
which was passed to restrain the extrava- 
gance of mercantile speculations, and com- 
monly called the “ bubble act.** 

Cap. 97. For better preserving peace 
and good order in the English universities. 

Cap. 129. Repeals all the statutes from 
33 Kdw. I., downwards, so far as they re- 
late to combinations of workmen, hours of 
labour, or rate of wages ; but provides 
punishment for threats, violence, or mo- 
lesting other workmen. 

Caps. 104 to 112. Relate to the ma- 
nagement of the customs ; navigation and 
registry of ships ; the warehousing of 
goods, and the prevention of smuggling; 
forming a new and consolidated body of 
the numerous statutes relative to these 
subjects, and relaxing the exclusiveness of 
the old navigation-laws. 

7 Geo. IV., c. 0. Prohibits the circula- 
tion of small notes for sums under 5A, 
alter April 5th, 1820. 

Cap. 34. Discontinuing bounties on 
salmon and other fisheries. 

Cap. 46. Amending law relative to 
hanking firms, and allowing more than six 
partners to carry on banking, distant 65 
miles from London. 

Cap. .07. Consolidates and amends the 
insolvent debtor laws. 

Cup. 64. Improving administration of 
criminal justice. 

7 and 8 Geo. IV"., c. 18. Prohibits the 
use of spring-guns, man-traps, and other 
rngiues, calculated to destMV human life, 
or infiict grievous bodily harm, except in ! 
tlwelliug-huuses, between sunset and sun- | 
rise. 

Caps. 27 to 31. Repeal various ancient . 
statutes relative to benefiiof clergy, lar- ■ 
ceny, and other offences ; malicious in- 
jurifs to property; remedies against the 
hundred, aitd consolidates and amends 
their provisions; being a continuation of 
Mr. Secretary Peel’s criminal law reforms. 

Cap. 58. For ascertaining the average 
prices of Hritish corn, to regulate the 
duties on imjiortation. 

Cap. 71. AlM)li8he8 arrest for debt on 
mesne process, where cause of action is 
less than twenty pounds. 

9 Geo. IV., c. 14. Promises of adults to 
pay debts contracted in infancy* or repre- 
sentations of the character, credit, or con- 
duct of another, not valid without a me- 
morandum in writing. 

Cap, 17, Repeals corporation and test 

acts. ‘ 

Cap. 22. Consolidates and amends laws 
relative to controverted elections of mem- 
bets of parliament. 

Cap. 31, Consolidates criminal statutes 
relative to ufiences against the person. 

Cap. 32. Quakers and Moravians al- 


lowed to make their solemn affirmation, in 
lieu of an oath, in criminal and civil cases. 

Cap. 60. General act, fixing the scale 
of duties on the import of corn, varying 
with the average prices in the home- 
market. When wheat is 62s., and under 
63s. per quarter, duty 17, 4s. 8c/.; when at 
or above 73s., duty Is. per quarter, with 
intermediate rates of duty. Oats, rye, and 
flour, maize, or Indian corn, subject to 
varying rates of duty. 

Cap. 61, General act, licensing ale- 
houses. 

Cap. 66. Repeals acts offering rewards 
for discovery of longitude, or northern pas- 
sage between the Atlantic and Pacific 
oceans. 

Cap. 92. Consolidates and amends laws 
relative to savings-banks. 

10 Geo. IV., c. 1. Suppresses catholic 
associations, and other dangerous assem- 
blies in Ireland. 

Cap. 7. Catholic relief bill. 

Cap. 8. Disfranchises the forty-shilling 
freeholders in Ireland, and prohibits any 
one voting for county memlrers, unless pos- 
sessed of a freehold estate of ten pounds 
a-year. 

Cap. 41. Fur improving the police of the 
metropolis, by abolishing the parochial 
watch, ami placing the entire police of 
metropolitan district under the OKitrol of 
two commissioners. (Sir Robert Feel's 
act.) 

Cap. 56. Consolidates and amends laws 
relative to friendly societies, 

FINANCK, TAXES, AND LOANS. 

The several measures noticed in the 
Chrvnicfe will have shown that the present 
reign was fertile in expedients, often more 
ingenious than soli<l, for bettering the na- 
tional finances. Little can be gained by 
mere dexterity in finance ; all attempts at 
legerdemain are futile, and a nation, like 
an individual, can only become rich either 
by an increase of income or reduction of 
exjKmditure. The most novel scheme of 
the period, the conversion, in 1822, of the 
military and naval half-pay and pen.^ions, 
and civil superannuations, into a fixed 
annuity for forty-five years, wa.s perfectly 
illusive as to absolute gain to the nation. 
It was nothing more than the continuance, 
under a new form, of the old system of 
loans, of anticipating distant resources, 
and throwing the burden of the present 
on the next generation. The reduction of 
the Navy five, per cents, to tour, and, two 
years after, the reduction of the four per 
cents, to three and a half, effected a ma- 
terial saving to the public at the expen^ 
of the holders of this description ol sto<^. 
Important savings were also made by the 
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abolition of offices, and the reduction o 
establishments. From the termination o\ 
the war up to 1823, the taxes repealec 
amounted to 25,456,202/., and the new 
tuxes imposed to 3,200,000/. In 1824 
taxes were repealed to the amount o: 
1,727,000/., and in 1825 to the amount o 
3,146,000/. (^nn. lieg,, Ixv. 117; Ixviii. 70.; 
This large remission of taxes was, how- 
ever, more nominal than real, owing to thi 
rise in the value of money, and us a source 
of relief to the community was more than 
counterbalanced by the general fall in 
jirices, wages, rents, and profits. 

The following statement, continued from 
p. 754, exhibits the nett income of the 
United Kingdom during the reign of 
George IV., from taxes and loans (the 
last inclusive of exchequer-bills funded, 
and the excess of issued) : — 


Yeart, 

By Taxes, 

By Loans. 

1821 

£59 

,791 

,078 

£13 

030 

,784 

1822 

59 

219 

601 

15 

763 

,217 

1823 

57 

8/2 

,430 

6 

925 

,000 

1824 

59 

3.88 

111 

9 

798 

,100 

1825 

57 

640 

.509 

4 

.'lOr 

500 

1.V26 

55 

186 

369 

12 

234 

350 

1827 

553 

,255 

,408 

7, 

926 

,738 

182S 

56, 

737, 

,175 


0.S2 

,500 

1829 

55, 

,283, 

,219 


6:)9 

.053 

1830 

54 ; 

,328. 

,598 

2, 

776, 

,215 


COMMEHCK, NAVIGATION, SHllUMNG. 

The present reign is remarkable as the 
beginning of a new era in commercial legi.s- 
lation ; and those principles of unrestricted 
intercourse among nations, whicli sir James 
Steiiait and Adam Smith demonstrated 


land were abolished ; wool was allowed to 
be exported, and manufactured silks and 
other foreign products to be imported; 
greater facilities were granted for ware- 
housing foreign commodities in English 
ports; and lastly, the colonial trade was 
partly thrown open to foreigners. The 
old mercantile notions respecting colonies 
had been that they were \)lauted and pro- 
tected Solely for the use of the mother 
country ; that they had no right, as lord 
Chatham said, to make a nail for a 
horse* shoe lor themselves all that they 

prwluced ought to be brought to our 
market, all they consumed ought to be 
purchased exclusively of ourselves; in 
short, no alien party ought to interfere 
ither as buyers, sellers, or carriers. I'uder 
this system reciprocal injuries were in- 
flicted; both parties were irnpoverislied, 
for both were often compelled to buy arti- 
cles dearer and worse of each other than 
they could obtain from strangers. 

The principle of free tra<le was only 
entered uj oii in the reign of George IV., 
and, having to contend against long- 
cherished prejudices, old monopolies, and 
aften apparently conflicting interests, it 
was not vigorously and uniformly carueil 
out in tliat of his successor. There ap. 
pears, however, no serious ground of appre- 
iiensiun from its unlimited u)>pl teat ion. 

It is chiefly in rural industry that we ha'c 
‘o ai>prebend competition; in most otlur 
tranches we are paramount ; and it is a 
mistake not less odious than sedisli. even 
>fthe agrietdturists, to clu:rish the iiu* 
jression that they can permanently h iv- 
a good home market for themselves, wlnii! 


tti he most conducive to their mutual bene- hey discourage a good foreign market for 
fit, at length found their way into the >ur own merchants and inatiufjictu.ers. 
British parliament. The marquis of Lans- Tor a rich and pupulou.s community to !»« 
duwne in the upper house, and Messrs, rholly indepemleiit of other states tin a 
liiiskisHon, Robinson, and Poulett Thom- mpply of the staple articles of toi,«l, is 
son in the lower, were the mo.st persevering leither possible nor de.sirahle. Hy «> 't’ii- 
advocates of the new policy. It found .ionaily being the customers of the N'ortii 
favour even among practical men, and f Europe fur corn, we promote, under the 
petitions in favour of vhkk tradk were -emptation of this contingency, its cultiva- 
presented from the leading merchants of ion, and Fidand thus lH*comes to hug* 
London, Glasgow, and Bristol. This coo- land, what Sicily was to the Romans, a 
currence of existing interests with the granary to which we can resort »» 
deductions of science slowly overcame the ventiial failure of our own crops. U’e 
repugnance of the government to change, rinciple of the corn-laws has anothci 
and important alterations in mercantile vil tendency by operating as a had vx- 
law were mode during the administration irople to our neighbours, aral affonnng 
of the earl of Liverpool. I ti the first place, ihimi a pretext which has been o tea 
some hundii. Is of obsolete statutes rela- irged, fur levying projecting duties on ou 
tive to commeree, aliens, and deriixens, tunufuctures in retaliation lor the i u i 
were wholly repealed ; the strictness of the we levy on the produce of ihcir own soi • 
navigation-laws, which required that ^hc We thus, by the precedent of a 
transic of goods should lie in British hot- legislation, keep alive the recipioca 
toms, navigated by British seamen, was Umsies and injuries of a 
relaxed ; bounties and other exjiedients ought to be obsolete, and in the ei * 
for the encouragement of the fisheries of nihilation of which no paople in ^ 

Britain and the linen manufacture of Ire- deeply intere.Hted as me 
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Unequalled in the magnitude of our com- 
merce and navigation, in skill, capital, 
and enterprise, we suffer proportionately 
more than other countries by a restrictive 
policy that letters tlie intercourse of 
nations. 

Leaving these economical considera- 
tions, w© turn to the progress of British 
commerce since the peace, the period at 
which we terminated our former notice of 
this stibject. The following statement of 
the official value of exports from and im- 
ports into Britain, includes, in the former, 
the aggregate of British, Irish, colonial, 
and loreign commodities exported. Kx- 
hibitiiig the aggregate of exj)orts is more 
convenient for comparison, as the same 
mode of statement was adopted on a 
former occasion (p. 7’24) in showing the 
progress of commerce during the war. 
Except during the three years of inordi- 
nate speculation in the export of colonial 
].n)fliicts that immediately follov/ed the 
overthrow of Napoleon, the average exports 
ol colonial and foreign products has been 
about ten millions, which, deducted liom 
tlie total of exports, as given below, will 
siiow the amount of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures sent out of the 
united kingdom 


Yenr. 

Exports, 

Imports. 

1^16 

£57,420,437 

£31.822,053 

1817 

48,215,186 

26,37 1,921 

1818 

49, ;)02, 738 

29.910,502 

1819 

52,796,300 

35.8 15 340 

ls20 

41,862,925 

29,681,640 

1.V21 

47,315,319 

31,515,222 

J822 

50.796,771 

29,769,122 

1823 

,52.770,216 

29,482,376 

1821 

51,755,035 

34,591,264 

1825 

58,213,548 

36,056,551 

1826 

55,608,327 

42,660.954 

J827 

,50,399,3.) 7 

36,174,330 

1«2S 

61,085,445 

43,489,340 

ls‘2U 

61,948,383 

43.536.l87 

1^3U 

66,071,164 

42,311,619 

The 

barometer which 

measures com- 


mercial jnosjierity is not a favourable 
balance of trade or excess of exjiorts, us it 
was formerly considered to be, but the 
'd’ the twu. — exports and im- 
ports. It is these together which indi- 
cate the tudustrial activity and social en- 
joyments ‘of nations. Referring to this 
lest, we. have satisfactory evidence of the 
unequalled prosperity of the empire since 
the peace. But the increase in the real 
or declaied value of exports has not kept 
puce with the increase in the official value, 
which measures nut the market value, but 
tile quantities exported. This will appear 
more striking from the subjoined compari- 
son of the official and declared value of 
the exports of British and Irish (excluding 


foreign and colonial) produce in the years 
181.^ and 1830:— 

Year. Official Falue. Declnred Falue, 

181.5 £32,200,580 £43,427,373 

1830 55, 46:), 723 35,212,873 

So that, while, in tiflceu years, the quanti- 
ties had increased in the pruixirtiou of 32 
to 55, their money value had absolutedy 
become less in the proportion of 43 to 3j. 
This singular revolution in the custom- 
house returns has been before adverted to 
(p. 755), and is mainly the result of our 
extraor<iinary mechanical improvements, 
especially in the application of steam- 
power, and which has enabled our mer- 
chants and manufacturers to offer, and 
the spirit of compel ition left them no 
other alternative, double the amount of 
goods for the same price in 1830 that they 
offered in 1815. Our cheap cottons, linens, 
hardware, &c., have thus been as service- 
able to our neighbours as ourselves, and 
unaccompanied with loss; for we, doubt- 
less, received vvhat we deemed a profttable 
equivalent in return, 

KNUMEUATIONS OF THE PKOPI.R. 

In the last notice of this subject (p. 638) 
we remarked on the dilatoriness manifested 
by parliament in not instituting, at an 
earlier period, an authentic inquiry into 
the amount of the population, and on the 
conflicting opinions that had prevailed on 
the actual number of the people. This 
omission has been amply supplied by four 
<listinct censuses of Britain, taken in 1801, 
1811, 1821, and 1831. These decennary 
enumerations have led to very important 
conclusions, and throw great light on the 
social progress of the nation. First, it 
appears that since the commencement of 
the present century population has been 
increasing with unexampled rapidity, espe- 
cially in tlie cities and towns: secondly, 
that the duration of human life has been 
greatly extended ; and, thirdly, that the 
industrial character of the community has 
changed, and manufacturing obtained an 
ascendancy over agricultural employments. 

It was not till 1821 that a complete 
census was taken of Ireland, and which 
was repeated in 1831. The ]'opiilation ot 
Ireland has been found to increase consi- 
derably faster than in Scotland, hut not so 
fast as in England. As the relative wealth 
of Scotland has probably increased more 
rapidly than in England or Ireland, the 
causes that have counteracted a corre- 
sponding increase of pijpulatioii must be 

sought in the Consolidation ot tarms, ex- 
tensiye emigrations, better education of 
the ijeople, and greater morlality of the 
towns, owing probably to spirit-drinking, 
and the crowded mode ot living of th»t 
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inhabitants. " In Edinburgh/’ Mr. McCul- 
loch says, there are nearly 16 individuals 
to each house ; and at an average there 
are 8*276 inhabitants to a house in the 
great towns of Scotland, while in those of 
England the average is only 6*165.*’ — 
(^StatisiiccU Account of the BritUh Empire, 
i. 428.) In Wales population has in- 
creased slower than in any division of the 
empire. The principality is mountainous 
and steril; its predominant occupations 
agriculture and mining, neither of them 
favourable to a rapid increase of people, 
especially if the former has not been ac- 
companied, as in Ireland, by a minute 
subdivision of landed property. 

A remarkable result established by the 
parliamentary censuses was the diminished 
rate of mortality. In 1780 the annual 
mortality of England and Wales was 1 in 
40; in ISOI it was 1 in 48; and in 1830 
it had decreased to 1 in 58. (^Porter^s Pro» 
yress of the Nation^ i. 24.) This improve- 
ment in the public health may be ascribed 
to better food, clothing, lodging, and me- 
ilical aid ; more temperate habits of living ; 
greater cleanliness in our persons and 
liwellings; the introduction of vaccination, 
and the greater salubrity of the climate 
from extensive surface-drainage of stag- 
nant water. The description of prevailing 
diseases, as well as the duration of life, has 
undergone remarkable changes. Those 
sweeping epidemics and contagious mala- 
dies that formerly carried off one-third or 
one-fourth of the entire population, seldom 
or never visit us. There are fewer births in 


a family, but, owing to superior nurture, a 
larger number attain maturity. At the 
beginning of the century one-third more 
children died of convulsions than at pre- 
sent. Small-pox destroyed half as many 
again, and teething one-third more than it 
does now. Hooping-cough, asthma, cancer, 
and apoplexy, may have increased, but 
leprosy, scurvy, cholic, and rickets, have 
nearly or entirely disappeared. The de- 
crease in fevers, the stationary number of 
suicides, and the increasing number of 
those dying of old age and natural decay, 
afford strong evidence of the improved 
condition of society. 

The third feature of interest disclosed by 
the censuses is the transposition of the in- 
dustrial ratios. In 1700 the population of 
the agricultural counties of England ap- 
pears to have been double that of the manu- 
facturing counties, and about equal to that 
of metropolitan counties. These proportions 
began to alter about the middle of the cen- 
tury, and the manufacturing and metropoli- 
tan ilistricts continued to gain on the rural, 
till in 1801 the proportions were respectively 
25,31,26. In 1811 the population of the 
maniifactiiiing counties rather exceeded 
that of the agricultural. In 1821 and 1831 
the numbers of the three descriptions ot 
population were as follow : — 

1821. 1831. 

Metropolitan . 4,298,317 4,952,651 

Manufacturing. 3.594,204 4,406,014 

Agricultural 3,368,418 3,72S,0I''0 


Mr. Marshall has given the following table of the increase per cent, of the dif- 
ferent kinds of population since 1700: — 


Enui.and : 

1801 

to 

1811 

1811 

to 

1821 

1821 

to 

1831 

1700 

to 

1831 

Agricultural . • 


14 

m 

84 

Manufacturing 

18t 

204 

22i 

295 

Metropolitan • • 

14 

1«? 

l.H 

147 

f England 


\n 

16 

i:)4 

TotaUWabs . 

J3 1 

17 i 

12 

117 

[Scotland 

13 1 

15 

13 

87 

Great Britain 

14J I 

17J 

1 

15^ 

144 


In Scotland there has been quite as 
great a change in the pursuits of the 
people. There the proportion of non-agri- 
cultiirifts to agricuituristsjias risen from 
five to six in 1801, to nine to five in 1821, 
and in 1831 the proportion was about two 
to one, as in England. In no other Eu- 
ropean state is there probably such a 
division of employments. In Italy, ac* 


cording to professor Babbage, the pio- 
portion of agriculturists to non-agricul- 
turists is as 100 to 31 ; in France, as 100 
to 50 ; in Ireland the numbers are about 
equal. . 

In four rural districts the increase oi 
population, during the last thirty years, 
has been only 30 per cent. ; in L«nd«*b 
58 per cent. ; in ten large maiiulAC- 
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tnring towns 80 per cent.; and in three lation of England and Wales would in the 
of the largest manufacturing towns^ no less year 1800 amount to 6,420,000; iii 1900 
than 100 per cent, or exactly double. to 7,350,000; in 2000 to 8,280,000 ! 

The progress of population has far out- Avenant" s JVorksy ii. 177.) So that the 
stripped the calculations of political arith- population of England, according to King's 
meticians. Gregory King, one of the most estimate, would, 170 years hence, only ex- 
ingenious and best informed of this class, ceed by a trifle the actual Y*opulatioii of 
whose calculations we have formerly Ireland at the period of the last census, 
fjuoted (p. 266), estimated that the popu- 

The following tables comprise the chief statistics, illustrative of the subject of thii: 
section, to the end of the reign of George IV. ; — 


POPULATION OP THE CHIEF TOWNS. 



1821. 

1831. 

Increase 
per Cent 

London . . 

1,274,800 

1,476,646 

15 

Manchester . 

133,788 

182,812 

36 

Liverpool . • 

118,972 

165,175 

38 

Birmingham . 

106,722 

146,986 

37 

Leeds . 

83,796 

123,393 

47 

Coventry . 

21,212 

27,070 

27 

Bristol 

95,788 

117,016 

22 

Plymouth 

61,212 

75,534 

23 

Sheffield . 

42,157 

59,011 

39 

Portsmouth . 

45,648 

50,389 

10 

Nt)ttinghaui . 

40,415 

50,680 

25 

Hull . . . 

31,425 

46,426 

47 

Brigliton • 

24,429 

40,634 

66 

Macclesfield . 

17,746 

23,129 

30 

Bradford • 

13,064 

138,235 

23,233 

77 

KniNHUuun . 

162,403 

17 

Glasgow , 

147,043 

202,426 

37 

Paisley 

47,003 

57,466 

22 

Aberdeen . 

44,796 

58,019 

29 

Dundee 

30.575 

45,355 

48 

Greenock • 

22,088 

27,571 

24 

Perth . • , 

19,068 

20,016 

4 

Dublin • 

185,881 

204,155 

9 

Cork . 

100,658 

107,016 

6 

Limerick . 

59,045 

37,277 

66,554 

12 

Belfast 

53,287 

42 

Galway 

27,775 

33,120 

19 

W aterford 

28,679 

28,821 

— 

Londonderry 

16,971 

19,620 

15 

Kilkenny • 

23,230 

23,741 

2 


Manchester, Glasgow, and Paisley, show ware. The chief commercial ports ar^} 
the progress of the cotton-manufacture ; Liverpool, Bristol, Hull, Newcastle, Aber- 
Leeds of the woollen; Norwich of the deen, Dundee, and Belfast. Portsmouth 
crape; Nottingham of the hosiery; Brad- and Plymouth are the great naval arsenals 
ford of stuff; Macclesfield and Coventry of the united kingdom, 
of silk; Birmingham and Sheffield of hard- 

Progresa of the Population of the United Kingdom. 

1801. 1811. 1821. 183L 

England , . 8,331,434 9,551,888 11,261,437 13,091,005 

Wales . . 511,546 611,788 717,438 806,182 

Scotland. . 1,599,068 1,805,688 2,093,456 2,365,114 

Arm., Nav., &c. 740,598 640,500 319,300 277,017 

Ireland • , 6,801,827 7,767,401 

Total 10,942,646 12,609,864 21,193,458 24,306,749 
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General Statement^ in Acres, of the cultivatedy uncultivated^ and unprofitable land of 
the United Kingdom*— -^(^From Third lieport of the Emigration Committee^ 


England 
Wales . • 

Scotland 
Ireland 

British Islands 


Cultivated. 

25,632,000 

3,117,000 

5,2(55,000 

12,125,280 

383,690 


Uncultivated waste* 
capable of iinjirove- 
ment. 

3.454.000 

530.000 

5.950.000 

4.900.000 

166.000 


Unprofitable. 

3,256,400 

1,105,000 

8,523,930 

2,416,664 

569,469 


Total. 

32,342,400 

4,472,000 

19,738,930 

19,441,944 

1,119,159 


46,522,970 


15,000,000 15 ,87 1,463 77,394 ,433 


Christenings and Deaths within the London 
Hills of Mortality^ in the years 1790,1810, 
and 1830. 


Chris I'KN ED. 


1790. 

1810. 

1830. 

Males 

, 

9,766 

10,188 

13,229 

Females . 

, 

9,214 

9,742 

13,444 

Buried. 





M'lles 

, 

9,192 

10,411 

11,110 

Females . 

, 

8,846 

9,482 

10,535 

D(ki}. 





Under 2 years 

of 




age 

. 

5,877 

5,853 

6,115 

Between 2 and 5 

1,918 

2,430 

1,837 

10 .. 

5 

748 

8.00 

871 

10 .. 

20 

610 

695 

818 

20 .. 

30 

1,277 

1,218 

1,410 

30 .. 

40 

1,733 

1,788 

1,759 

40 .. 

50 

1,785 

2,018 

2,026 

50 .. 

60 

1,548 

1,048 

2,031 

60 .. 

70 

1 ,233 

1,587 

2,055 

70 .. 

80 

818 

1,262 

1,788 

80 . , 

90 

376 

473 

815 

90 . . 

100 

51 

70 

119 

.IgeoflOl . 

• 

, , 

, , 

2 

102 . 

, 

1 


1 

103 . 


1 

, , 


105 . 

, 

1 

1 


108 . 

« 

1 

• . 

, , 


PKOailESS OF EDUCATION. 

The peace and prosperity of the present 
reign were highly favourable to the pro- 
gress of popular instruction, and this de- 
sirable result was effected by the voluntary 
efforts of the people themselves, unaided 
by the powers of the government. In the 
great work of tt aching the poor, all parties 
and persuasions united with the most 
laudable zeal. The belief that universal 
education could have any injurious effect 
upon the character of the community was 
entirely exploded, and the results of some 
inquiries that were instituted in 1828, by 
Mr. Brougham, showed that a great pro- 
gress had been made since our last notice 
of this subject (p. 756), and that at the 
clo'^e of George IV.'s reign there were 
few districts in England where the children 
of the working classes might not obtain 
elementary instruction. The information 
obtained was far from complete, but there 
were materials sufheient lor drawing tip 


the following comparison of the number of 
children wlio attended unendowed Day- 
schools in 1818 and 1828 in those parishes 
from which returns were obtained : — 


Counties. 

1818. 

1828. 

Bedford 

. 428 

715 

Berks • 

660 

1 ,025 

Bucks • 

528 

1,011 

thimbridge • 

. 984 

2,642 

Che.ster 

. 268 

524 

Cornwall • 

. 1,508 

3,246 

Cumberland , 

. 1,129 

1,468 

Devon • 

. 2,358 

3,920 

Dorset 

. 305 

1,16.5 

Durham • 

. 850 

3,. 579 

Essex • 

. 735 

2,587 

Gloucester • 

. 640 

1,301 

Hereford 

. 700 

1,156 

Hertford . 

. 1,163 

1,405 

Huntingdon 

. 295 

727 

Kent . 

. 2,270 

7,186 

Lancaster 

895 

2,124 

Leicester . 

• 1,088 

2,25S 

Lincoln • 

. 2,208 

5,218 

Norfolk 

. 2,606 

5,380 

Northampton 

. 596 

3,137 

Northumberland 

. 2,036 

2.891 

Nottingham 

. 265 

5S5 

Oxford • 

. 571 

2,424 

Rutland 

. 231 

573 

Salop • 

. 2,037 

2,963 

Somerset 

. 701 

3,069 

Southampton 

. 3,346 

3,99.S 

Slailbrd . 

. 840 

l,b:)0 

Suffolk . 

. 1,695 

3,702 

Surrey 

. 1,794 

5,210 

Sussex • 

. 2,541 

4,161 

Warwick . 

. 1,475 

1,763 

Westmoreland 

. 1,659 

2,668 

Wilts 

. 589 

2,377 

Worcester • 

. 1,276 

3,231 

York K. 

. 1,755 

2,972 

York N. 

. 3,549 

6,076 

York W. 

. 960 

3,251 

Total 

50,034 

105,571 

CURRENCY, PtJBUO 

STOCKS, 

IMUCES, CON- 


SUMPTION, MORTALITY. 


{Continued from p* 725.) . 

Pricks of three per cent. Consols, nmiko 
England, and East India stock in J mu- 
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ary ; number of Bankrupts in each year : sumption, exclusive of the iluty, were uh 

and tho average price, per quarter, of follow : — 


Wheat at 
rages : — 

the annual 

Gazette 

ave- 

Year. 

1816 

Co«/, 
pr.chl. 
. 36 

Coffee^ 

pr,ct. 

no 

Flour, Sugar 
pr,sk. pr,ct, 
55 52 

Tea, 

pr.lh, 

5‘2 

Year, 

SPr.Ct. 

Bk, 

India, 

Bks. 

WkL 

1817 

. 29 

103 

105 

43 

32 

1816 

60 

240 

184 

2,731 

76 

1818 

. 32 

110 

80 

47 

31 

1817 

63 

222 

191 

1,980 

94 

1819 

. 33 

160 

70 

45 

32 

1818 

80 

290 

241 

1,256 


1820 

. 31 

160 

60 

29 

22 

1819 

78 

270 

231 

1,499 


1821 

. 31 

138 

55 

33 

27 

1820 

68 

221 

20 .) 

1,353 


1822 

. 39 

130 

55 

27 

31 

1821 

70 

226 

22 .) 

1,286 


1823 

. 34 

134 

40 

26 

29 

1822 

76 

237 

236 

1,094 


1824 

. 30 

118 

60 

33 

29 

IS23 

77 

24-2 

247 

975 


1825 

. 27 

100 

65 

31 

29 

1824 

88 

235 

270 

923 


1826 

. ‘28 

102 

60 

36 

25 

1825 

93 

231 

283 

1 ,216 


1827 

. 30 

105 

53 

30 

21 

1826 

77 

211 

246 

2,583 


1828 

. 29 

88 

50 

32 

19 

1827 

82 

201 

240 

1,040 


1829 

. 25 

88 

75 

29 

24 

1823 

83 

206 

244 

1,223 


1830 

. 28 

84 

60 

21 

21 

1S29 

86 

213 

235 

1,590 


Newcastle coal ; coffee. 

the highest 

1830 

91 

211 

225 

1,308 


priced Jamaica 

sugar, 

raw brown Jamaica ; 


tea, Bohea. Prices are stated in shillings, 
Prices of the following articles of con- except tea, which is in pence. 


Circulation of the Bank of England; amount of Bullion in the Bank; and 
coinage of Gold and Silver. 


Year, 

Circulatinn. 

liullioa. 

Gold, 

Silver, 

1816 

£26,886,170 

£ 6,101,830 


£1,806,181 

1817 

28,470,840 

10,674,615 

4,263 »330 

2,437,095 

1818 

26,986,560 

8,209,360 

2,862,373 

576,290 

1819 

25,189,695 

3,889,990 

3,574 

1,267,272 

1820 

23,891,725 

6,561,065 

949,516 

847,717 

1821 

22,090,110 

11,551,715 

9 520,758 

433,686 

1822 

18,065,070 

10,577,555 

5,3.56,787 

31.430 

1823 

18,811,740 

11,551,235 

759,748 

285,271 

1824 

19,931,555 

12,798,745 

4,065,075 

282,070 

1825 

20,076,300 

0,206,710 

4,580,910 

417,555 

1826 

23,515,735 

4,606,870 

5,896,461 

608,605 

1827 

22,319,105 

10,311,395 

2,512,636 

33,019 

1828 

21,669,110 

10,423,085 

1,008,559 

16,288 

1829 

19,709,115 

6,815,275 

2,446,754 

108.259 

1830 

20,757,715 

10,160,740 

2,387,881 

151 


The act for resuming payments in specie inclusive, averaged 1,099,021/. ; from 1797 
by the Bank passed in 1819 ; in 1820 the to 1804 the annual average was 829,929/.; 
circulation of notes under 0/. was restricted, and from 1804 to the end of tlie war in 
and in 1829 the circulation of them was 181.) the average was 3r)(),49r>/. The 
prohibited in England and Wales. The entire coinage of silver, from 1790 to iSl.'i, 
coinage of gobl from 1791 to 1797, both inclusive, amounted only to 509/, 

Catti.k and SiiRiii* sold in SmithHeld Market ; with the Chuisteninos and BuRiA^a 


within the London Bills of Mortality : — 


Yrar, 

Cattle, 


Sheep, 

Burials, 

Christeninrfs. 

1816 

120,439 


968, 

,560 

20,316 

23 

581 

1817 

129,888 

1 , 

,044, 

,710 

19,968 

24 

129 

1818 

138,047 


963, 

,250 

19,705 

24 

233 

1819 

135,226 


949, 

,900 

19,228 

24 

300 

1820 

132,933 


947 

,700 

19,348 

23 

158 

18‘2l 

129,12.5 

1 

,197, 

.‘230 

18,458 

25 

229 

1822 

142,043 

1 , 

,340, 

,160 

18,451 

25. 

232 

1S2.3 

149,5.52 

ll 

.264, 

920 

20,387 

27, 

679 

1824 

163,615 

1 . 

,239, 

,720 

20,237 

25, 

7.58 

1825 

156,985 

1 

,130 

.310 

21,026 

25, 

624 

1826 

143,460 

1 

,270 

,530 

‘20,758 


244 

1827 

138,363 

1 

,335 

,100 

22,292 

29, 

925 

1828 

l47,69S 

1 

>28S, 

,460 

21,709 

26, 

545 

1829 

158, 3ia 

1 

,240, 

,300 

‘23,, 524 

27, 

028 

1830 ' 

159,907 

1 

,‘287. 

,070 

21,615 

26, 

743 


33 *Jynalbuiibel;uUod\ioodiiil 826 ,llio capacity of whv'h exceeds the former ia the proportUm 
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MEN OF LETTERS. 

Gkorge Ellis^ criticism and poetry, 1745 
•—1815. Specimens of the Karly Kn^^lish 
Poets,” 8vo., 1790 ; ** Specimens of Karly 
English Romances,” 3 vols., 8vo. Mr. Ellis 
was one of the junta of wits concerned in 
the political satire of ^<The Hulliad,” and 
wrote a preface and notes to Way’s Trans- 
lation of Le Grand’s Fabliaux. 

William Nicholson, mathematics and 
chemistry, 1753 — 1815. Introduction to 
Natural Philosophy,” 2 vola,, 8vo, 1782 ; 

Dictionary of Chemistry,” 2 vols., 4to., 

1795 ; “ The British Encyclopaedia,” 6 
vols., 8vo., 1807—1809. 

Adam Fcrgusson, moral and political 
philosophy, 1723 — 1816. “ History of Civil 
Society,'' 4to., 1766; Institutes of Moral 
Philosophy,” 8vo., 1769 ; History of the 
Ktinian Republic,” 3 vols., 4to., 1784 ; ' 

Principles of Mural and Political Sci- 
ence,"’ the substance of the lectures of the 
professor, delivered in the university of 
Edinburgh, 2 vols., 4to., 1792. 

K. B. Sheridan, drama and oratory, 1751 
— 1816. The Rivals,” 1775; Verses to 
the Memory of Garrick,” 4to., 1779 ; ^* The 
Duenna ;” School for Scandal ;” “ Com- 
parative Statement of the two Bills fur the 
Better Government of India,” 4to., 1788; 

St. Patrick’s Day “ The Critic ” A 
Trip to Scarborough,” a comedy, altered 
from V'anbrugh. Mr. Sheridan translateil 
“ Pizarro ;” and was the author of the 
pantomime of Robinson Crusoe.” 

Miss Austen, novels. 1775 — 1817. 
** Sense and Sensibility ; ’ Pride and Pre- 
judice;” ‘‘Mansfield Park;'* ‘•Emma.” 

John Playfair, mathematics an<l g«^ology. 
1749 — 1819. “ Klemeiits of Geometry,"* 

1796 ; lllustrutioiis of the Huttoiiian 
The»jry of the Earth,” 1802 ; ” Complete 
Sysi tin of Geography, Ancient and Mo-, 
dern,"’ 5 vols., 4to., 1808 — 1813; “ Out- ! 
liues of Natural Philosophy,” 8vo., 1812. 
Various papers iu the Philosophical 
Transactions, and the Transactions of the 
Edinburgh Society. Professor Playfair 
also ciimpused the whole of the first part, . 
aud had nearly completed the second part, '■ 
of the able Preliminary Dissertation on 
the History of the Mathematical Sciences, 
])refixed to the Supplement to the Eucy- 
clu]>scdia Biitannica. 

Arthur Young, agriculture and travels, 
1711 — 1820. ‘’The Farmer's Letters,” 
1767 ; Six Weeks' Tour in the Southern 
Counties,” 1768 ; “ Tour through the 

North of England,” 1770; ‘‘Experimental 
Agriculture,” 2 vols., 4to., 1770 ; “Tour 
through the East of England,” 4 vols., 
8vo., 1771 ; Proposals to the Legislature 
fur Numbering the People,” 1771 ; “Tour 
ill Ireland,” 4to., 1780 ; ** Travels in 

Fiance,” 2volt.,4tu.| 1792 — 1794 ; ‘^Farjpk 


er’s Kalendar,” 8vo., 1804; “An Inquiry 
into the Rise ijS Prices,” 8vo., 1815. 

Sir Joseph Banks, natural history, 1743 
— 1820. “ Short Account of the Diseases 
in Corn, called Blight, Mildew, and Rust,” 
4to., 1803. Sir Joseph’s other writing con- 
sisted of papers in the PhilosophicalTrans- 
actions, Archseologia, &c. 

Thomas Scott, divinity, 1747 — 1821. 
“The Force of Truth,” a kind of auto- 
biographical tract, 1799 ; “ Defence of 
Calvinism “ Commentary on the Bible,” 
6 vols., 4to. 

John Scott, travels and poetry, 1821. 
“Visit to Paris in 181.5,” 8vo. ; “Paris 
Revisited in 1815,” 8vo., 1816; “The 
House of Mourning,” a poem. 

John Keats, poetry, 1 796 — 1820. “ En- 
dymion,” 1818; ••Louisa,” “Isabella,** 
and other puems, 1 820. 

Elizabeth liichhald, drama and novels, 
1756 — 1821, “ A Mogul Tale,"’ a farce, 

1784 ; “A Simple Story,” a novel, 4 vols., 
12mo., 1791 ; “ Every one has his Fault,’ 
a comedy, 1794; “ Lovers’ Vows,” a trans- 
lation from Kotzebue, 1798; “ To Many 
and not to Marry,” 1805. Mrs. liuh- 
baid edited the “ Briiish Theatre,” 25 
vols., 12mo, 1806 — 1809; and the “Mo- 
dern Theatre,” 10 vols., TJino., 1809, 

Vicesimus Knox, morals and polite li- 
terature, 1752 — 1821. “ Essays, Moral 
and Literary,” l2mo., 1777 ; Liberal 
Education,” 1781; “ Elegant Extracts, in 
prose,” also in verse ; “ Winter Evenings, ’’ 
3 vols., 12mo., 1788 ; “ Antipoleiuus,” 
a plea against war, translated from 
Erasmus, 12mo.> 1794 ; “ Christian Philo- 
sophy,” 2 vols., 12mo., 1795. Dr. Kiiuk 
is also regarded us the author of tiie 
“Spirit of Despotism,’ published anon}- 
mously in 1794. and since reprinted. 

Sir William Herschel, astronomy, 175’ 
— 1822, “ Catalogue of Stars, ’ folio, 

1798. 

Rev. E. 1). Clarke, travels, mineralogy, 
1S2.’L “ Methodical Distribution of tlie 

Mineral Kingdom,” folio, 1867 ; “ De- 
scription of Greek Marbles,” 8vo., 

“ Trawls in Europe, Asm, and Atiicii>’' 
1811; “Travels in Russia.” 

Ann Radclifie, novels, 1764 — 18J3, 
‘^The Mysteries of Udolpho;” “ 'fravels 
through Holland, *" 1793. 

Robert Bloomfield, poetry, 1766 — 1823. 
** The Farmer's Boy,” 1800 ; “ W ild Flow- 
ers,” 1866; “Hazlewoud Hall,"’ a village 
drama.” 

Percy Bysshe Shelley, poetry, 179- - 
1822. •* Queen Mah “ Revolt of Islam ; 

“ Alastor “ Prometheus Unbouiul : 
“The Cenci,” a tragedy; and a posthum- 
ous volume of poems. ^ , 

David Ricardo, political economy, 1/7- 
-1823. “ The High Price of Bullion a 
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Proof of Depreciation/* 1810; "An Essay 
on Rent;** "Principles of Political £c(>> 
nomy and Taxation,’* 8vo., 1817. 

Charles Hutton, mathematics, 1737 — 
1823. “ Treatise on Arithmetic,” 1764 
" Principles of Bridges,” 8vo., 1772 
"Mathematical Tables/* 1785; " Mat he 
inatical and Philosophical Dictionary/ 

2 vols., 4to., 1796; "Course of Mathe- 
matics/* 2vol8., 8vo., 1798; "Tracts on 
Mathematical and Philosophical Subjects/ 

3 vols., 8vo., 1812. 

Lord Byron, poetry, 1788 — 1824, " Hoiiri 
of Idleness/’ 8vu., 1807; " Englisl 

Bards and Scotch Reviewers/* 1809 
"Childe Harold’s Pilgrimage, 4to., 1812 
" The Giaour,’* 8vo., 1813; "TheBrideo 
Abydos,” 1813 ; " The Corsair " Lura;‘ 

" The Siege Of Corinth " The Pnsone 
of Chillou;” "Manfred,” a tragedy; anu 
the " Lament of Tasso,” in 1817 ; "Beppu/* 
1818; "Mazeppa,” and first cantos of 
“ Don Juan, ’ 1819; " Al.irino Faliero;” 

" Sardanapalus "The Two Foscari;” 
"Cain ;” " Vision of Judgment " Heaven 
and Earth /’ " Werner," a tragedy; " De- 
formed Transformed/’ a fragment. 

John Aikin, M.D., medical and general 
literature, 1747 — 182*2. *• Thoughts on 
Hospitals,” 1771 ; " Character of the late 
John Howard,” 1791 ; " General Bio- 
graphical Dictionary/’ 9 vcds., 4to., 1799 — 
1813 (assisted by Dr. Enfield and other 
writers) " Essays, Literary and Miscel- 
laneous,” 1811 ; " Annals of the Ueign o' 
George III./ 2 vols , 8vo., 1816. 

Froucis Maseres, mathematics and law, 
1731 — 1824. "Dissertation on the Ne- 
gative. Sign in Algebra,” 4to., 1759; "Tiie 
Caiuidiau Freeholder/' 3 vols., 8vo., 1779; 
" Doctrine of Life Annuities,” 2 vols., 
4to., 1783 ; " Occasional Essays/’ 8vo., 
1.SU9. Baron Maseres published several 
other works, either original or compilations, 
and WHS the author of several papers in 
the Philosophical Transactions and the 
ArchaBologia. 

Mrs. Barbauld, poems and tales, 1743 — 
182:'}. "Early Lessons,” 4to., 1778; 
" Works of Collins,” 1797 ; " British No- 
velists,” 50 vols., 8vo., 1810; "Eighteen 
llundied and Eleven,” a poem, 4to., 1812. 

Samuel Parr, divinity and criticism, 1747 
— 1825. "Discourse on the late Fast,” 
4to., 1781 ; " Education and Charity 
Schools;” ** Bellendenus de Statu,” 1787 ; 
" Warhurtoii Tracts,” 1789 ; " Address to 
the Dissenters of Birmingham,” 1792; 
" A Spital Sermon,” preached before the 
lord-mayor, Ito., 1800 ; " Character of 
Mr. Fox,” 2 vols., 8vo., 1809. In 1819 
Dr. Parr reprinted the sneeches of Rojpjr 
Lung and John Taylor, olf Cambridge, with 
critical memoirs of the authors ; and after 
death a pamphlet, written by him, wae 


published, defending bishop Halifax from 
the charge of liaving become a convert to 
popery in his last sickness. 

Peter Elmsley, philology, 1773 — 1825. 

“ Acharnanes,” 1809 ; " CEdipus Tyran- 
nus,” 1811; "HeracUd®/* 1815; "Me- 
dea,” 1818; "Bacch®, ”1821 ; " GEdipus 
Coloneas,” 1823 : tragedies of Sopho- 
cles and Euripides. Professor Elmsley 
contributed several classical articles to the 
early numbers of the Edinburgh Review / 
and at a subsequent period wrote occasion- 
ally in the Quarterly Review. 

Reginald Hel}er, bishop of Calcutta, 
1783—1826. "Life of Jeremy Taylor,” 
1822. Dr. Heber had previously pub- 
lished several prize-poems and sermons; 
and subsequent to the death of the prelate 
appeared his “Narrative of a Journey in 
Upper India,” 2 vols., 4to. 

Dr. Thomas Young, natural philosophy 
ind hieroglyphics, — 1829. " Lectures on 

Natural Philosophy,” 2 vols., 4to., 1807 ; 

" Practical Nosology,” 1812 ; " Discoveries 
in Hieroglyphical Literature and Egyp- 
tian Antujuities,” 8vo., 1823. Dr. Young 
contributed many valuable articles to the 
Supplement to the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica. 

Sir Humphrey Davy, chemistry, 1779 — 
1829. " Researches, Chemical and Philo- 

sophical, chiefly concerning Nitrous Oxale 
and its Respiration,” 8vo., 1800; " Ele- 
ments of Agricultural Chemistry,” 1813; 
*' Salmonia, or the Days of Fly-fishing,” 
18*28; besides numerous contributions to 
the scieutitic journals, communicating sir 
Humphrey's important discoveries. 

William Wollaston, chemistry, 1766 — 
1S28. Dr. Wollaston was more eminent 
for <iiscoverifS than his writings, which 
consisted of papers in the philosophical 
transactions and periodical journals. 
.Among his discoveries and inventions were 
the lucernal microscope, the pexiscopic 
camera obscura, the refiective gon\oxneter, 
the scale of chemical equivalents, the new 
metal called palladium, and the cystic 
)xide. The doctor is said to have realised 
10,000/. by his process for procuring pla- 
tina ill a malleable state. 

Miss Beiiger, biography, 1778 — 1827. 
"Memoirs of John Tobin;” “Memoirs of 
Mary Queen of Scots;” "Lite ot Anne 
Bolcyn.” 

Charles Mills, history, 17S8 — 1826. 

History of Mahoinmedanism, ” 1817; 

History of the Crusades,” 1819 ; "liis- 
:ory of Chivalry,” 1825. 

Abraham Rees, miscellanies, L43 
,825. " Economy' lllustrateii and Reconi- 

nended,” 1800 ; " Practical Sermons,” 2 
mis. 8vo., 1809— 1S13; “ Principles of 
?rotestaut Dissenters stated and vindi- 
;atacL’* Tlie work by which Dr. Rees is 
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known is the Cyclopedia/* the pub- 
lication of which he superintended from 
the appearance of the first volume, in 1802, 
to its completion in forty- five volumes. 

Geort^e Chalmers, statistics, politics, 
1742 — 1825. Political Annals of the 

Umted Colonies to 1763,” 4to., 1780; 
^'Estimate of the Comparative Strength of 
Great Britain,’* 4to., 178*2, often reprinted 
in 8vo. ; Life of Thomas Ruddiman,’* 
1794 ; ** Caledonia, an Account, Historical 
and Topographical, of North Britain,*’ 4to., 
1807. 

Wilfiain Gifibrd, satires, translations, 
1 756— 1826. The Baviad,” 8vo., J 794 ; 
•'The Mffiviad,** 8vo., 1795; “Satires of 
Juvenal, with notes,” 4to., 1802. Mr. 
Oifibrd published editions, with notes, of 
the plays of Massinger, Ben Jonson* Ford, 
and Shirley, and was many years editor of 
tlie Quarterly Review (see Dec. 31, 18*26). 

William Mitford, history, philology, 1734 
— 18*27. “ Essay on the Harmony of Lan- 
guage,** 8vo., 1774; History of Greece,” 
1784 — 1810, 4 vols. 4to ; “ Treatise on 
the Military Force of the Kingdom,” 8vo. ; 
** Considerations on the Corn Laws,” 1791. 

Archdeacon Coxc, travels, history, 1747 
— 1828. “Travels in Switzerland,” 3 vols. 
8vo., 1779 ; “Travels in Poland, Russia, 
and Sweden,” 5 vols. 8vo., 1 784 ; ‘‘ Memoirs 
of Sir Robert Walpole,*’ 3 vols. 4to., 1798 ; 
“ Memoirs of Horatio Lord Walpole,” 4to., 
180'2; “Memoirs of the Bourbon Kings 
of Spain,” 3 vols. 4to., 1813; “Memoirs 
of the Duke of Marlborough,” 3 vols. 4to.. 
1817 — 19; “ Shrewsbury Corresjiondence,” 
4to., 18*21 ; “ Memoirs of the Pelham Ad- 
ministration,'* left unfinished at the death 
of the archdeacon. 

William Belshura, history, politics, 1752 
— f8*27. Historical, Political, and Lite- 
rary Essays,** 2 vols. 8vo., 1789 ; “ Hislory 
of Great Britain from 1688 to the Treaty 
of A miens,' ’ i‘2 voh. 8vo., 1793 — 18d6. 

Thcman Belshum, theology, inetapby- 
gics, 1749 — 18*29, “ Iiit)>ortance of Truth 
and the Duty of making an open proies- 
siou of it,’’ favo., 1790 ; •* Review of W il- 
berforce's Practical View,” 1798; “Me- 
moirs of the late Theophil us Lindsay,” 1812. 

Dugald .Stewart, metaphysics, ethics, 
1753 — 1828. “Elements of the Philoso- 
phy of the Unman Mind,” 1st vol., 1792, 
2nd vol. 1813, 3rd vol. lh‘27 ; “Outlines 
of Moral Philosophy fur the use of Stu- 
dents,” 1793. “ Dr. Adam Smith’s Essays, 
with a Life of the Author,” J801 ; “ Life 
and Writing* of Dr. Robertson,” 1801; 
‘'Lifi^and Writing* of Dr. Reid.** 1803; 
**Phik<)*ophical Essays,” 4to., 1810; “Ac- 
count of a Bo/ born Blind and Deaf,'* 4to., 
1812. Professor Stewart was also autliur 
ol the admirable Preliminary Dissertation 
on Metaphysical, Ethical, and Political 


Philosophy, in vol. I. of the Supplement to 
the Encyclopedia Britan nica. 

Professor Hamilton, commerce, finance, 
1743 — 1829. “introduction to Mer- 
chandise,*’ 2 vols. 8vo., 1777 ; “System of 
Arithmetic and Book-keeping,’* l‘2mo., 
1788 ; “ Inquiry into the National Debt,” 
8vo., 1813. 

John Rennel, geography, 1740 — 1830. 
“ Bengal Atlas,” folio, 1781 ; “Memoir on 
the Geogyphy of Africa,” 4to., 1790 ; 
“ Geographical System of Herodotus Ex- 
plained,” 4to., 1800; “ Observations on the 
Topography of the Plain of Troy,” 4to., 
1814. 

Robert Nares, theology, philology, cri- 
ticism, 1754 — 1829. “ Essay on the J)ivi- 
iiation of Socrates,” 8vi>., 1 7ri2 ; *• Elunu*nts 
of Orthoepy,” 8vo., 1784; “ Chionological 
View of the Prophecies,” “A Glos- 

sary of \Vor<ls and Phrases used in the 
Elizabethan age,” 4to., 1822. Archde.icou 
Nares was a contributor to the (3assic;il 
Journal, and, in coujunction with Mr. 
Beloe, established, in 179:1, the British 
Critic, which Dr. Nares conducted till the 
end of the forty-second volume. 

Sir William Drummond, antiquity, po«ili» 
literature — 1828. Review of ilie iiovewi- 
inents of Sparta and Alheiis.’’ 8vi»., 1 79 i ; 
“ Academical Questions,” 1805 ; *• Re- 
marks on the Origin of Empires,” 2 vols. 
8vo., 18*24. 

Henry Neele, poetry, novels, 17 US — 
1828. “Poems,” “ Dramatic Scenes,” and 
the “ Koiimnce of History.” 

Matthew Dowes, jnrispriuleuce, iiKia- 
physics — 1829, “Liberty and Tohia- 
tion,” 8vo., 1780; “Crimes ami Puuisli- 
ments,” 8vo., 1782 ; Deformiiy of tl>e 
Doctrine of Libel,’* 8vo., 178'). 

Rev. Mark Nol)le, history, gene.ihigy, 

— 1827. “ Memous of the Podecti-iiti: 

lluiisti of Cromwell,’’ 2 vols. 8vo., I/.'?!; 
“Lives of the English Regicides,” - \o,s. 

8vo., 1797; “History of llie Collej^e ol 

Arms, * 4to., 1805. 

Helen Mitnu Williams, history, geiieral 
literature, 1702 — 1827. *• K<lwm jukI 

Klfrida,” u tale in ver.se, 4to., 
“Letters written in France,” in 1790; 
“Sketch of the Politics of Frame,’’ 4 vo^s. 
8vo., 1796; “Sketches of Manimis jind 
Opinions in France,” 2 vols. 8vi»., 1800; ** 
Narrative of Events in France, in 1815; 

“Julia,” a novel ; exclusive of trauslatious. 

Francis PIuwiUmi, law, history, -y- l8-9. 
“ Investigation of the Native Rights id 
British SubjeciH,” 8vo., 1784; “Jura An; 
gloruin,” 8vo., 1792 , “ Cluir,ch and State, 
4to., 1795 ; “ Historical Review of Ireland 
from Henry II. to the Union,” 3 yols. 
1803; “Principles and Law ot lith^ig 
Illustrated,” 8 ve., 1B06. , 

John Reeves, politics, tbeologV) 17^3— 
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1829. Inquiry into the Nature of Pro- 
perty as defined by the Law,” 8vo., 1779; 

History of the English Law,” 2 vols. 
4to., 1783 j “Thoughts on the English 
Government,” 8vo., 1795 *, “The" Holy 
Bible with notes,” 10 vols. 8vo. 1802. 
Richard Chenevix, chemistry, jioetry — 

1830. “Remarks on Chemical Noinen- 
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clature,” 1802, 12mo. ; “ The Mantuan 
Revels,” a comedy ; “ Henry the Seventh,” 
an historical tragedy. Mr. ChenevU 
was a native of Ireland, possessed of great 
versatility of talent, and was the author of 
an “Essay on National Character,” in 2 
vols., 8vo., published after his death, which 
took place at Paris, April 5, 1830. 


WILLIAM IV. A.D. 1830 to 1837. 

Constitutional agitations on the Continent and in England form a 
distinguishing feature of the present reign. It is a brief period, but re- 
plete with interesting and important events. William IV. had scarcely 
acceded to the Britisli throne, ere an astounding revolution burst forth 
from the capital of France, as unexpected by the European nations in the 
mode of its achievement as in the rapidity of its consummation. A crisis 
had arrived between conflicting parties, and the government of Charles X. 
sought, by one audacious blow, to strike tlow'u the liberal spirit it was no 
longer able, successfully, to contend against. It was a tiger-spring, which 
failing, the assailant fell, the unpitied victim of a wild and deadly aim. 

Restored by the foreign powers, in 1814, after being ignominiously ex- 
pelled by the public voice, the re-union was compulsory, and the Bourbons 
Vever assimilated in heart or mind with the French nation. Their his- 
tory, like that of the Stuarts, oflers a sad example of the inveteracy of 
hereditary habits and associations. Louis XVI 1 1., how'ever, had shown 
himself more disposed to amalgamate with new’ interests and ideas than 
his brother and successor, the Count D’Artois. He w as less prejudiced, and 
better informed, than Charles, but Jesuitical — not so direct and sincere — 
and thought the end justified the means. He was a timid prince, who, 
having experienced a long teim of adversity, did not, for the third time, 
wish' to expose himself to its bitterness, by hazardous experiments on the 
]):itiencc of his subjects. Though too much of a royalist to admit that the 
throne had been vacant during his absence of twenty-five years, er to 
accept a constitutional charter from the French, he vouchsafed to bestow 
one upon them, wliicb contained many provisioni, not less liberal and 
enlightened than those tendered to Louis XVI. by the Constituent As- 
sembly. lie often checked the ultra zeal of his emigrant advisers ; and 
was (Iragged onward, rather than willingly participated in their retro- 
grading schemes. Still his government did not acquire stability. It never 
won the confiilence of the French people. They were internally lu’osjierous ; 
siiflcred under no piiysical calamity, but were politically discontented. 
Their pri^c was hurt, their fears kept aw^akc. A hostile family had been 
imposed upon them. All that had been done iu its inglorious exile was 
known to be held as a crime, for which France was bound to repent — to 
ask pardon. The patriotic principles of 1789 were contemned ; the 
military glories of the Republic and of the empire were not acknowledged ; 
and the multitudinous lauded interests, w'hich had thrown up on the con 
fiscated domains of the church and nobility, were felt to be endangered, 
Hciico the disquietudes aiul mllisions that followed the restoration of I^)ui8, 
and which impelled his government into the adoption of unconstitutional 
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stretches of authority, hardly less violent than those that marked the course 
of his successor. Sometimes the press was controlled, by the imposition 
of a censorship ; sometimes the elections for deputies were arbitrarily inter- 
fered with ; and sometimes the peerage w|is suddenly augmented, to carry 
obnoxious measures.* 

The death of the king, in 1824, had no tendency to allay apprehensions, 
or produce greater harmony between the ruler and the ruled. Louis had 
affected to pursue a middle course ; his successor had no such ambition. 
Charles was a bold, bigoted man : unlike his brother, he was a sincere 
catholic. He hated the revolution, and all its fruits, and never disguised 
his hatred. The royalists knew they could depend on his firmness, and 
were not slow to iiwdil themselves of his support. 

In the first year of his reign, the rights of the electors were openly 
violated by the prefects : the result was an overwhelming ministerial ma- 
jority, which adopted a measure to extend the duration of the chamber of 
deputies to seven years, and its renewal in totality, instead of annually, hy 
one-fifth. Next followed a law to indemnify the emigrants. Thirty mil- 
lions of rentes, in the Three per cents, were assigned for this purpose, 
representing, at the current price of T5 of that stock, a capital of 
30,000,000/. An alteration in the law of property,, favourable in certain 
cases, to its entailment, was carried. In 1827 Villele ventured on the 
bold measure of disbanding the national guard of Paris, because it hud 
openly expressed satisfaction at the defeat of a restrictive law of the press. 
He next took the decisive step, apparently without pressing necessity, of 
dissolving the chamber of deputies. This was fatal to his mirustry, by 
affording an opportunity to all his opponents to display their hostility. 
Many of the royalists were offended hy his plan for the reduction of the 
interest of the debt, nis augmentations of the peerage, and his refusals to 
support their exireiiie policy; while, on the other hand, the liberals were 
alienated hy the anti-revulutionuiy tendency of his government. The two 
parties coalesced to overthrow his administration ; tliey jointly selected 
candidates, whom they supj)ortcd, during the general election, with their 
united strength, and everywhere the minister’s friends were defeated. 

M. de Villele, unable to withstand the coalition, did nut wait the assem- 
bling of the chambers, but resigned January 5, 1828. The Martignac 
ministry followed, consisting of many of the colleagues of Villele, hut more 
inclined than that minister towards constitutional principles. It abolished 
the discretionary power of re-establishing the censorship of the press, and 
abrogated the hateful law of tendency as respected the jounuils. It alst) 
fortified the elective rights of the nation, by securing the purity of tl»e 
electoral lists, against the frauds of the local authorities; and finally issued 
an ordinance on education, that relieved society from the cncroacdiinciUs of 
the Jesuits, and the alarm of clerical domination. These advances towaids 
liberalism seem to have alarmed the king, and he dismisstd his responsible 
advisers. 

In August, 1829, Charles took a step which his predecessor lind never 
ventured upon, and that was, to apjioint a ministry, consisting wholly of 
royalists. At the head of this ministry was prince de Polignac, a devoted 
Bourb^nite, and bigoted catholic. During the fxilc of the Bourbons, the 

* To carry, iu 1818, the hivv of election, 07 peers were created at once ; in “ 
the year of intervention in S}>anish affairs — 27 peers were made by M. de Villeiy ; 
in 1827, the same minister create*! 76 mure, to lecover the ruyalijit majority, which ha* 
been lost through the creations of M. Decazes, in 181 !i 
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prince bad engaged in various wild schemes for their restoration, and was 
implicated, along with M. D’Haussez — another of the new ministers — in 
the conspiracy of Georges, for the assassination of Buonaparte. Bour- 
iiiont, appointed the new minister of war, had been a Vendcan chief, and 
the last that submitted : he had, however, joined Napoleon on his return 
from Elba, but deserted him on the eve of the battle of Waterloo; and 
gave the fatal evidence, on the trial of marshal Ney, that determined the 
fate of that gallant soldier. The other ministers were royalist advocates, 
or emigrants, who had fought in the army of the prince of Conde. 

Tlie appointment of the Polignac ministry left no doubt of the designs of 
the court, and preparations were made to counteract them. An association 
was formed in Britany to resist the payment of taxes, and subscriptions 
were set on foot to indemnify those who might suffer in resisting the levy 
of imposts. The journals were mostly on the liberal side ; they denounced, 
with almost one accord, the new ministry, and endeavoured, by spirited 
appeals to the people, and even to the French military, to rouse them to a 
sense of the threatened danger to the public liberties. The royalists were 
not idle, and also had recourse to the press, cither to allay popular appre- 
hension, or to vindicate their intended policy. In the Monilcur appeared 
a manifesto from prince Polignac, in which he unreservedly disclaimed all 
the rumoured projects for destroying the Charter ; for gaining a majority in 
the chamber of deputies, by au unconstitutional addition of aristocratic 
members ; for calling in foreign armies to overawe the French people ; and 
for raising forces by loyal ordinances. On the otliiT hai’.d, a royalist puli- 
lication was put forth, describing with great ability the existing crisis, and 
recommending to the prince almost the precise course he ultimately adopted. 
It contended that France had no real evil to complain of; all the abuses 
of her institutions had been swept aw’ay by the revolution ; notwithstanding 
she was in a state of constant agitation ; that this agitatif)n arose from the 
])ohtical incongruity of a monarchy, unsupported l)y privileged orders ; 
that notliing like it existed in England, where the aristocracy w ere predo- 
minant through their wealth and parliamentary intlocucc. France was 
essentially democratic ; its peerage existed in name only, and its ecclesi- 
astical hierarchy the same ; there was no gradation of classes ; hardly any 
ine(|uality of })n)j)crty ; no corps of sinecurists, or well-paid placemen ; the 
monarch w'as insulated, and without support. In cuiichision, the writer 
recommended the abrogation of the Charter, and the establishment of a 
dictatorship, in lieu of the constitutional s\>tem.* 

M. Cottu described the juncture correctly ; his premises were true ; his 
conclusions false and pernicious. He reasoned like a one-sided })artisaii, 
wiio had neither learnt nor unlearnt by the events of tlio last forty years ; 
W'ho thought that the king, not the people, was the state. Most truly he 
staled that the experience of the last fifteen years had shown that France 
Could not eontinue in her present state, hut her difficulties admiltoil of a 
double solution — either the w ill of the prince or the nation mnst he para- 
nionnt. The question at issue was, whether the royal ])leasnro or tlie 
national desires should surciimb? wdietlicr the prejudices ot the Bourbons 
or the reason of France should triumph? wdiether Charles should he in- 
dulged ill his love of a superstitious priesthood, privilegf d orders, t thes, 
feiulal services, and provincial administrations ; or the French, in their 
preference of representative institutions, as a better guarantee than the 

* Dp fa N^cessitc ifune Dwtature, J^l^ M. Cottu. Pnris, ISoO. 

3 K 2 



BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


66B 

uncertain will of an individual, of civil liberty, equality of rights, social 
honours, and possessions. M. Cottii was for humouring the monarch; llie 
people were for humouring themselves. Though erroneous in reasoning, 
and dangerous in application, the advice of the councillor of the Coiir llo 3 'ale 
found favour in England ; and the leading journal of a great political party 
encouraged the French royalists to persevere in the perilous course on which 
it appears they had determined to venture.* 

The chambers were opened by the king, March 2nd, in a speech of 
ominous import. “If culpable manoeuvres,** said Charles, “should raise 
up against my government obstacles which I do not wish to foresee, I 
shall find the power of surmounting them^ in my resolution to maintain the 
public peace, in my just confidence in Frenchmen, and in the love wliidi 
they have always shown to their kings.** The deputies, in their address, 
expressed their want of confidence in the government ; and Charles replied, 
that his “ intentions were immutable.’* As a decided majority of the 
de})utics were against the ministry, no alternative remained but their dis- 
misstd, or a dissolution of the chamber. The king decided on tlie latter, 
trusting that by a vigorous exertion of government influence over theelectuml 
colleges, to obtain a majority in the next chamber. He was disappointed, 
as might have been anticipated, from the circumstances under which le 
appealed to the public opinion. He next seems to have taken the resolu- 
tion of governing without the chambers; and out came, on the 2(3t]i July, 
the famous ordinances, by which the constitution was swc})! away, and the 
Charter, as some v/ith more zeal than foresight had rccommeiuled, thrown 
to the winds. 

The events of the memorable throe days that ftllowed are detailed in the 
Chronicle, On Monday the ordinances a]>pcared in the iM()eitevr ; nu 
Tuesday the people murmured ; ou Wednesday tlu‘y took up arms - lijughf, 
and bled ; on Thursday they triumphed over arnu'd oppression ; and uu 
Friday the elder branch of the Bt)urbons had ceased to reign. Eni('|H' 
stood aghast at these marvellous occurrences — at llie infatuation of the king, 
and the matchless heroism of the people. In ten days they had hurlc<i a 
tyrant from his throne, and elected, in his stead, a cunslitutiunal sovereign, 
hound by conditions fixed by the national representatives. Tliese sudden 
vicissitudes — this mighty convulsion, shook every tlinme. Williin a inoutii 
after, Belgium became the scene of a p()j)nlar nwolution liardly less asronl^ll- 
ing. The shock was felt throughout Germany, in Italy, and Poland, and 
even in Ehigland, as we shall now proceed to indicate. 

William IV., on his accesion, found the Wellington ministry in 
power, and expressed no dissatisfaction with their measures or inlendun ot 
removing them. But the administration wa.s weak — it was unsu])ptiried 
by the anti-catholic section of the lories, and depended fur contimiaiiee lu 

* After an approving notice of M. (’ottu*» book, the Qtnirtrriij Hcvuu'f Ixxxv. - '!*• 
said, — “ We, therefore, htipe and tnijit that the king of Prance and Ids present 
ters may succeed, if such be 1lu*ir object, in establishing a censorship on i)'.e prrss, juuI 
likewise in acquiring ho deci(h;d a preponderance in the chiunher ot debilities. th U iN 
exmtence as an indejiendent body, capahie of bearding ti»e monarchy, as it has reei iftly 
dune, J'hall be no longer recognised. Thi.s, we own, will be a virtual ah'^/itvtn 

Ckftrter," Further on they Hay, — “ VVe think it is liardly possible to doubt that, uiib s'* 
the existing government adojits, and succeeds in carrying intoefJect, some vny defisue 
measures in the course of the prvHent jycar, there will ensue another Imrsi »)l ct'iivuUu'ib 
and Napoleon has left no saying of more indispxitalile truth behind him. than tli.i a 
revolution in Pr.-inre is a revolution in Kuroi»e.” This was in .May, two months betoio 
the July revolution 
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iiuthority, on the voluntary co-opcralion of the opposition, with whom it 
was not ill hearty accordance on most questions of foreign and domestic 
policy. The death of George IV. and the occurrences of the parliamentary 
session that preceded it, increased the divergence between the minister and 
his auxiliaries, and essentially changed the political landscape. It was 
evident that the premier was not disposed to advance much further with 
his whig allies, w hile the latter pressed upon him the alternative of un- 
popularity or an unfaltering progression in his reformatory course. The 
country was in diillcultics, and sir James Graham truly urged that it was 
only in moments of distress that useful purposes could be elFectcd. Acting 
on this principle, the baronet made motions supported by eloquent speeches 
for returns of the salaries and emoluments of privy councillors,^ for the sa- 
laries and fees of consuls, and for returns of the expenses of diplomatic 
missions ; all which were negatived by large majorities. Two motions of 
lord John Russell for parliamentary reform shared a like fate. Sir Robert 
Peel and sir Harry Inglis contended that legislative reform was not re- 
quired ; Mr. Horace Twiss and sir George Murray, not so sanguine in their 
optimism, did not Iiold precisely the same faith, but held that giving repre- 
sentatives to Manchester, Leeds, and Birmingham, would be a violent pro- 
ceeding. These TTiinisterial negatives evinced that the fund of liberalism 
in the administration was spent ; that further popular concessions were not 
to be expected, and the whigs availed themselves of the opportunity 
alfordcd by the commencement of a new reign and consequent dissolution 
of parliament to dissolve the ducal alliance, and withdraw from the sup- 
port of a govcnmieiit in which they had never oflicially participated. 

This dcrccliun was not llic only disadvantage wuth which the ministry 
had to grapj)l(‘. Tlie experience and abilities of its chief were deemed 
unequal to the task of civil government ; and his Catholic Relief Act and 
some other measures were known to have been compulsory, not voluntary 
concessions. Hence, it lacked the national confidence, and failed to reap 
thanks or gratitude for laudable acts. Alorcover, all tories w’crc in dis- 
credit by the ])rogress of popular information. For twamty years the 
abuses of public institutions, of public offices, of chartered companies, iu 
charitable foundations, in the management of the ])ublic revenue, and crown 
revenues, had been a constant subject of exposure and animadversion by Mr. 
Rronghani, Mr. Creevy, Lord Cochrane, Sir H. Parnell, Mr. Hume, 
Cobbett, and others. It was discovered and demonstrated that the govern- 
ment had failed in its legitimate purposes ; that it had been carried ou 
more for the benefit of the administrators than the community; that ])ublic 
services were over or unequally or inailequatcly remunerated ; that public 
money was squandered in the maintenance of useless sinecures and un- 
deserved pensions ; and tliat peers, and coniinoiKTs, their relatives, 
dependents, and eonnexioiis alike abetted, irs they participated in the 
general corruption. Even the ministry of the duke of \\ cllingtoii had 
been found not free from the opprobrium of his predecessors. Ollicial 
patronage wuis abused, and cabinet ministers were found creating offices 
ttnd putting their sons into them, and then abolishing tlic offices aiul retain- 
ing the compensation-pensions.t 

It was amitlst the disgust excited l)y lliese exposures, iu the legislature 

14, 1830. , , , 

'f' Sir R, lIt‘ron*s motion. I^Tnrcli *20, on tlu* pp isions granted to Ihc non, K. Uimnas 
thtt lion. W, L. batfiurbt. which was carried against the W ellington ministr} by 
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and out, some old and others recent, that parliament was dissolved July 
24. The popular voice throughout the United Kingdom was against the 
prime minister ; by the whigs he was deserted, and the violent of his own 
party, who alleged they had been betrayed, were bitterly hostile to him. 
To add to his difficulties, almost before the elections began, came the 
thunder-clap of the insurrection in Paris ; and, shortly after a second peal, 
hardly less astounding, from Brussels. The nation was intoxicated with 
joy at these triumphs over oppression. All the horrors left by the first 
French revolution were effaced by the success and magnanimity of the 
second ; even the property-classes became enamoured of popular com- 
motions, and all who did not share in the gladness inspired by passing 
events, incurred dislike — almost execration. The minister duke became 
especially obnoxious, because he was suspected, though unjustly, of having 
been privy to the jilot and elevation of prince Polignac, and the rumour 
told ertcctively against him at the elections. His colleagues were generally 
shunned; in the counties and populous boroughs they had no chance; 
even the universities turned tlieir backs upon them as apostates to toryism ; 
they could hardly find seats even in the nomination boroughs. The state 
of national feeling is sliown by the return of Mr. Brougham for Yorkshire, 
and Mr. Hume for Middlesex ; for it was a saying in the days of Charles 
James Fox, that “ these two counties rule all England.’’* 

The new parliament met November 2nd, anti was opened by an unpo- 
pular royal speech. It regretted the stale of affairs in the Low Countries ; 
lamented the destruction of inachiiiery, and tiic recent fires occasioned by 
incendiaries, and intimated a determinatiun to piinisii outrage, disorder, and 
sedition. It said nothing ahtait parliamentary or other reforms, which was 
generally expected, and public tlisappointrnent was aggravated by the de- 
claration of the prime minister. Sensildc, from the results ot the elections, 
that tlie end ol’ his ministerial career w'as approa(‘hing, lie seemed disposcMl 
to hasten it by bis own violence, and, in tiie discussion on tlie address, 
boldly affirmed that reform was unnecessary, and that while he conVinned 
at the licad of the government no measure of that character should he intro- 
duced. Ill the existing state of political feeling, the (‘Ifect was electric, and 
in tlie metropolis the excitement was such that a cunijilimentary visit, in- 
tended to lie paid in tlie city, on lord nuiyor’s-day, by their majesties, was 
postponed, from an apprehension of popular commotion. Ail that had 
been previously surmised of the duke’s unfitiu'ss for civil governnuiit 
seemed orally confirmed by himself, and, on the 1.5th, he was forniallv 
deposed, in the accustomed way, by a majority of the house of coininoiis 
voting against him. Next day brouglU the wtdeome tidings of his Tcsigiiation. 

The resignation of the Wellington ministry terminated the executive 
supremacy of the Tories. Divisions among themselves, and reluctant and 
unavoidable concessions to the popular demands, had portended, during tlie 
last thirteen years, the decline of their exclusive autlmrity. With vi ry short 
intermissions, they had exercised the government of the country 
accessimi of George the Third ; during that lung term every luanch 
administration had become saturated with their maxims and adherents ; 
and notlimg, save a coneurrence of favourable eirenm tam es, and a netxvsity 
]ialpaole and iirgiuit, woidd have. b(*cii adequate to didodge a power so 
firriilv rooted and widely ramified. But public institutions imperionsly 
requiml the corrective of new principles. 4'he dilapidating ctfects ol tin)« 


Life of William W ilberfurce, by hhSons, ii., 132. 
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and neglect had become apparent in tlie primary, as well as secondary de- 
partments of administration. Inequalities and abuses were not more rife in 
the church and public offices than in the courts of law and great corpora- 
tions of the kingdom. Under a pertinacious system of non-inquiry and 
non-reform, the gangrene had spread through the entire frame, and a new 
anatomy of parts, not less than new blood, had become essential to a per- 
fect regeneration of the body politic. 

The most carious part of the system was unquestionably the repre- 
sentative. Engrossed by the more pressing dangers of popery and arbitrary 
power, this had been left untouched at the revolution of 1688 . Time had 
augmented its deformities, and shown more glaringly the disseverance of 
property and intelligence from political power and responsibility, till at 
length it had degenerated into a mere mockery, obvious to the minds of all 
men by the ludicrous contrast of Old Sarum and Gatton with representa- 
tives — Birmingham and Manchester without a voice. By nomination- 
boroughs, by close corporations, and by the peculiarities of the county 
franchise, only one interest was substantially incorporated in the legislature. 
Land was omni])otent ; commerce, manufactures, shipping ; all that consti- 
tuted the pride, distinction, and glory of the realm, were dumb, or only 
partially and stealthily heard, like something guilty or illegitimate, from a 
few stray organs, or the less recognised channels of the public press, and 
po[)ular assemidages in the open air. An oligarchy ruled, and it is need- 
less to say that the Uws it made, the measures it supported, and those it 
frustrated, savoured of the character, the prejudices, and interests of the law- 
makers. 

No i)roblem in Euclid had been better demonstrated than the iniquities ot 
parliamentary elections and representation. They had ceased to be reasoned 
upon, and their defence had become a mere thesis for wits and rhetoricians 
to display their ingenious sophistry. Just half a century had elapsed since 
reform was on the point of being achieved by a national movement, arrested 
only by the No Popery riots of hud George Gordon. It was again post- 
poned till the tempest of the French revolution had swept by, but it was 
never abandoned ; it was only laid aside — its efficacy was known — its value 
appreciated, but, like something sacred, it was kept back till a period of 
trainpiillity, or till favourable circumstances, like those indicated above, 
insured for it a triumphant reception. It bad always been looked upon, by 
patriotic and enlightened men, not blinded by selfishness, ambition, or 
morbid refinement, as the ark, the wholesome corrective of the constitution ; 
and sir George Savile, Wyvile, William Pitt. Charles Grey, sir Francis 
Burdett, major Cartwright, Braude, Lambton, and lord John Russell, are some 
of the distinguished names who successively took charge of the state elixir, 
till it was finally accepted and applied by a beneficent and puissant 
monarch. 

Besides the concurring and favourable circumstances arising from the 
co-operatiru of king, ministers, and people, in one direction, animated and 
impelled in their course by the excitement of the continental revolutions; 
there were others that helped to weaken opposition to constitutional changes, 
while, at the same time, they produced a more perfect unanimity and force 
among those classes who bad the wish and the power to effect them. These 
were, the total absence, or at least abeyance, of the wild and impracticable 
theories of social and political reform, which liad agitated the country during 
the live years subsequent to the pciiro. Neither property, nor the church, 
aoi the constitution, was felt to be endangered by the progress of reform 



ST2 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY, 


under its present anspites. The political effervescence that prevailed from 
1816 to 1821 had entirely sul?sided ; the%dvocates of universal suifrage and 
annual parliaments had met with so little encouragement that they had 
ceased to petition the legislature; and the course was now free to the ad- 
vancement of more moderate and feasible claims, supported by the intel- 
ligence and proprietary of the kingdom.* 

The ministry of earl Grc]f was formed in November, 1830. Public 
opinion imperatively marshalled the way, and fortunately there was no wish, 
certainly no intention, of diverging into any bye-path. Tliose members of 
the cabinet who had not, like the head of the government, always been 
reformers, were converted, or acquiesced under the pressure of existing 
circumstances. The king himself consented to the introduction of a mea- 
sure of reform ; on this condition office had been accepted by his majesty’s 
new advisers, who declared, immediately on taking the reins of power, the 
terms of their 'intended administration to be peace abroad, reform and 
retrenchment at home. 

These pledges the whigs faithfully redeemed, in a spirit of wisdom, 
firmness, and patriotism. As respects their first and greatest measure, that 
of PARLiAMKNTAUY REFORM, Oil whicli the heart of the nation was fixed, 
they might have tried illusive arts — have sought delay — attempted, ami 
perhaps temporarily succeeded, in palming on the community a much less 
efficient measure than that they actually introduced and triumphantly con- 
summated. But it would have been no resting-place; this they foresaw, 
and wisely shunned both delusion Jiiul procrastination. They applied them- 
selves directly to the removal of the public malady, wliich they correctly 
understood, grappled with it, and like bold and skilful physicians, cut out 
the cancer that had for ages ])reyed on the vitals of the constitution, and 
took all the precautions they could, commensurate with pulilic intelligence 
and their own power, to guard against its re-production. 

Their first aim was to augment ])opuh\r control, conformably to the 
altered disposition in society of wealth and knowledge, and by divesting 
the government of its irresponsible action, render the oligarchial interests, 
heretofore predominant in the state, subordinate to those, of the coimnoii 
weal. In pursuit of this organic change, they proceeded neither wildly, 
rashly, nor selfishly. No greater disturbance was given to existing insti- 
tutions; no greater violence committed on existing interests, tlian was 
essential to the general security ; by wdiich means the alarms of the tiniiil 
were allayed, and the deinands of the rnodcralo and rational satisfied. 
They sought to reform within, not w'ithout, the pale of the constitiiLion. 
In this spirit the ballot, whicli w’as included in the first draft of the relorm 
bill, w'as rejected as extraneous, and inapplicable to the evils complaimul 
of — which were the nomination boroughs — non-representation of the large 
towns — inequalities in the elective franchise — and the delay, expense, and 
corruption of elections. f 

* So comjdetely out of heart aiul hope were the ultra-radicals that parliament would 
reform itself, that of late years they had ceased to petition for it. In the year l^^-l 
nineteen petitions were presented in favour of reform; in the year lb2‘.2 the mimlu’r 
was reduced to twelve ; in the year 1823 the number was twenty- nine ; in the year 1 824 
there was no petition at all in favour of reform. The same was tlie case in tlie years 
1825, 1826, 1827, and 1829. In the session of 1K28 there wi re fourteen. — (.1/r. broken 
iipeerhy Houic Commons^ March 1, 1831.) 

t The preparation of the first draft 3«)f the Reform Bill was intrusted by earl Grey 
to lord Ourham, who was assisted by the aidvice of three of his colleague.s, b>rd Jo in 
Russell, fir James Graham, and lord Dutreannon. — {Earl Durham^s Speech^ GatethemU 
Ociobtr 23, IS33.) 
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That the scheme of the Reform Ministers was bold* and honest, as well 
as discreet ; tliat it was proportioned to the emergency ; or, if defective 
that tliey sliared its errors, in common with the people, is shown by the 
well-known fact, that its first introduction was hailed with one unanimous 
])urst from reformers of all classes, of surprise, gratitude, and thankfulness ; 
and that almost the entire nation seemed ready, at oafe period of its jeopardy, 
to peril its existence in the carrying df “ the bill, the whole bill, and 
nothing but the bill;” while on the other hand, the tories, those whose 
career of misrule it was intended to arrest, and for ever foreclose, stood 
aghast at its boldness — its uprooting, subversive reality; and, forgetting 
their divisions, they at once united, as against a common enemy that 
threatened now and for ever their extinction in name, authority, and spoli- 
ativc rapacity. 

Under such political aspects was the Reform Bill introduced and 
accepted by the community. It was first brought forward in the house of 
commons, by lord John Russell, March 1st, 1831. So great had been the 
])opular excitement pending the general election of the preceding year, that 
the second reading was carried by a majority of one, in a parliament chosen 
under the auspices of the WelUngtou administration. But on the 20tli 
April, general Gascoigne carried his amendment on the clause of ihe minis- 
terial i)roposition, reducing the numbers of the house by a majority of 
eight. 

Two days after, the parliament w'as dissolved in a speech, in which the 
king statv?d, that the appeal about to be made to the ])C()ple had been re- 
solved upon, expressly witli the view of ascertaining their sense as to the 
proposed alteration in the representation. The general election took place 
ill May, and the new parliament met on the 14th June. On the 24th, the 
second Reform Bill was introduced ; and on the 4th of July, after a debate 
of three nights, the second reading was carried by a majority of 13G; the 
motion having been supported by 367 members, and opposed by 231. 
At half-past six on flic morning of the 8lh October, after a debate of five 
nights, this hill was thrown out, on the second reading in the Lords, by a 
majority of 199 to 158. On tlic 20th, parliament was prorogued, and was 
not again called together till tlic 6tb December. Tlie year, however, which 
liad already been so Inisy and eventful, did not close till the great measure, 
ill the discussion of whicii so much of it had been spent, was again before 
the legislature. 

The third Reform Bill was introduced into the Commons on the 12th 
December, and read a second time by a majority of exactly two to one, on 
the 17 til. Having, however, been detained nearly two months in com- 
mittee, it did not leave the Commons till the 19th March, 1832, when the 
third reading w^as carried by a majority of 355 to 239. At seven o’clock on 
the morning of the 14th April, after a debate of four days, it was read a second 
time in the house of lords, and carried by a inajurily of 9, the numbers being 
184 in its favour, and 175 against it. On the 7th May, however, the day 
on which parliament re-assembled after the Easter recess, the motion jiro- 
posed by lord Lyiidhurst — to jiostponc the consideration of the dislran- 
ehising clauses of tlie bill till the enfranchising clauses had been discussed 
^was carried against ministers, by a majority of 151 to 1 16. As tliis was 
considered the first of a series of obstructions, dexterously intended by th*=' 
learned lord to delay and mutilate, if not destroy the national >clu'me, the 
ministers ado^itcd at the instant a firm and resolute course. On the 9th, 
carl Grey announced in the lords, and viscount Althorp in the commons, 
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that ministers had resigned. A week of terrific agitation followed ; hut on 
this it is unnecessary to dwell, as it must still be fresh in general recoil ec* 
tion, and is fully described in the Chronicle.^ 

It may be here proper to observe, that from the first meeting of parlia- 
ment the general impression had been, that ministers were in possession ot 
the royal assent to an augmentation of the peerage, in case they could not 
otherwise carry the bill through the upper house. It now appeared such 
assent had neither been obtained nor sought, and in consecpience, tlic 
popular disappointment was great, though premature, and in part unreason- 
able. Ministers had resolved not to transgress the limits of the consti- 
tution, nor even to resort to the extreme measure whi(di the constitution 
allowed, without urgent and unavoidable necessity. 

After their resignation, the king sent for lord Lyndhurst, who commu- 
nicated with the duke of Wellington and sir Robert Peel. Although liis 
majesty sought new councillors, it is due to his memory distinctly (o record, 
that he sought tliem solely with the view of surmounting, with less viohmcc, 
the obstacle that had arisen in the way of reform ; but with an luitlinching 
determination that “ an extensive reform^’ should be effected. Under this 
limitation lord Lyndhurst received his commission. The duke of Welling- 
ton, from motives of loyalty, ns he himself explained them,* and in chival- 
rous defiance of his recent anti-reform declaration, appeared (lis])osed to lend 
himself to the royal emergency ; but sir Robert Peel was more nntractable. 
He had strenuously opposed the reform hill from its first intrcjduction : lie 
had no hope of modifying the bill to bis own satisfaction, so as to meet the 
approval of the existing majority of the commons against him ; therefore, 
out of regard to his own consistency, he declined, though tcm})ted with the 
premiership, to co-operate with the duke in any attempt to form a ministry 
on the basis the king had prescribed. Of course the design of a new admi- 
nistration was given up, and the former ministers recalled. 

On the 18th of May, earl Grey intimated that himself and colleagues 
were again in office. He also intimated that he had returned to ]K)W(*r on 
the condition, and with an assurance from the king, that, so far as it de- 
pended on his majesty, his co-(»perativc aid to carry the reform hill should 
not be w anting. Roth the king and his ministers had manifested a laudahle 
reluctance to resort to the extreme measure of a sudden and enormous addi- 
tion to the peerage; hut all otiicr means tlie constitution pointed out had 
been tried and found iiisullicient. The ])eople had been appealed to hy a 
dissolution of parliameiit; a large majority of their representatives had 
passed the bill, the king was favourable to it, an attempt to form an aiiii- 
reform ministry had miscarried ; only one obdurate branch of the legis- 
lature withsto(jd the aggregate will : therefore now was the juncture, iicnv 
was the necessity, in order to carry on the government of the country, 
when the prerogative of the crown oinrht and might he legitimately called 
into ai’tion. Without this exercise of the regal power, which, like Goliath’s 
sword ought never to be brought forward, save on great and needful occa- 
sion, the constitution would have l)ecn in abeyance; the necessary husiiiess 
of the executive impeded ; and the internal peace of the empire endangered 
In lieu of a government of king, lords, and commons, it would luivc 
degenerated into a government of lords ah)nc, in defiance of the two other 
estates of the realm, and the loudly, and almost unanimously-expressed voice 

of the people. 

* BfC Resignation of minist«rR, May 9, 1832 
t lluutro of Ctrds, May 17, lb32. 
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The king’s resolve having become known, its execution was rendered 
unnecessary. Rather than have their lustre diminished, and collective 
power diluted by an addition of about one hundred to their number, tlie 
refractory peers, in obedience to the royal wish, conveyed to them in a 
circular,* absented themselves from the house, and the reform bill was 
carried, in silence and solitude, through its remaining stages, encountering 
a merely formal opposition. On the 4th June it was read a third time 
and passed by a majority of 106 to 22. On the 7th, it received the royal 
assent. The Scotch and Irish Bills and the Boundaries Bill were, in like 
manner, soon after enacted into laws. On the 16th August the parliament 
was prorogued, and did not again meet. It was dissolved on the 3d De- 
cember ; and the remainder of that month was occupied in the first general 
election under the new system of representation. 

As the changes effected !)y the reform acts, and the character of the first 
parliament elected under them have been described, in their chronological 
place, t we shall here only summarily indicate the constitutional progress 
of the government, and its successive epochs, from the commencement of 
the present history, and already more fully noticed in our antecedent 
prefatory discourses, down to the ])a8sing of the great parliamentary char- 
ter of the Reform Ministry. 

The devolution and expansion of political power have been from the 
king to the people. Divesting ourselves of the illusions of antiquity, that 
would assume a jtcrfcction of civil polity incompatible with an untutored 
age, it is impossible to conceal that the English government, for a long 
period, was a simple despotism, occasionally and irregularly limited in the 
exercise, by the interference of the nobility and clergy. The first decided 
and regular approach to constitutional rule was the regal grant of Magna 
Cliarta. It defined the immunities of tlic crown and aristocracy, and recog- 
nized, by a public instrument that could always be appealed to, general 
principles of equity, before unknown or unpractised ; and though limited 
ill the first instance in their application to the privileged orders, by whom 
they luid been sanctioned and olitained, they came to be gradually applied 
to other classes, and ultimately to the entire community by whom they wxre 
claimed. 

The civil w’ars of tlie commoinvealth do not appear to have achieved any 
abiding result for the people. The coi^mons had risen into affluence and 
intelligence; they were powerful enough to wage a successful war against 
the monarch, depose him, and set him aside, along with the church and 
house of lords ; but owing to divisions and theological disputes among them- 
selves, or rather, perhaps, to the political incx]ierience that rashly led tliem 
to make greater changes than could be safely attempted or permanently 
niaimained, they failed to circumscribe the prerogatives against wliich they 
had rebelled, by new and .stable constitutional barriers, in consequence ol 
this abortive issue the Restoration w^as dexterously, and almost, under tlic 
circumstances, necessarily effected without conditions ; the old arbitrary 
jjowers of the crown remained, and the exorcise of them w’as only for a time 
checked through the salutary terror impressed on the executive by a recent 
and successful example of popular resistance. 

By the revidution of 1G8S, abstdutisin, and even the pretensions to it, 
Were for ever laid prostrate. William III, was tVie elected king of the 
nation; his prerogatives were strictly defined by ♦he B:Il ol Rights, and 
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the practice of the constitution was more nearly assimilated to the theory. 
As the aristocratic order, lay and ecclesiastical, had by their vigorous and 
well -concerted exertions chiefly eftectcd the change of dynasty, they naturally 
claimed, and certainly approjniated its chief and immediate beneflls. In 
lieu of regal, the government became parliamentary ; or, in consequence ot 
the small number among whom pfirliamentary power was divided, oligarchical. 
The Middle Classes had continued to increase in social importance, but 
were still restricted to the exercise of an indirect influence on public affairs 
through the medium of the Press and their riches, aided by a fragment of 
representation in the house of commons. The narrow basis of the govern- 
ment gave a narrow direction to the objects of state policy. National in- 
terests were disregarded or misunderstood, and the interests of the two 
factions, into which the Oligarchy was divided, were chiefly considered. 
Domestic abuses that constituted their strength and profit were allowed to 
accumulate, or if disturbed it was only for party purposes, which answered, 
they were again left to increase and multiply. Abroad a policy wnis ])ur- 
sued hurtful and expensive to the people. Its leading features w'cre the am- 
bition or cupidity of colonial acquisitions that were burdensome or embarrass- 
ing to the nation ; continental wars and entangling alliances for trifling, con- 
tradictory, or reprehensible objects ; the perpetuation of national rivalries 
and antipathies ; the maintenance of an imaginary balance of power 
among the European states ; the dictation of the order of succession to 
foreign thrones, and the form of their internal administration. Ques- 
tions of closer national interest, of commerce, navigation, and industrial 
prosperity were only incidentally noticed, and inadeipiaUly appreciated. 
External, not internal, policy was the primary object of statesmen, the 
grand topic of parliamentary eloquence and intrigue, the pivot upon which 
the strength or weakness, the permanence or dissolution of a whig or lory 
administration revolved.* 

The Parliamentary Debates, of which we liavc now such a copious and 
authentic record, offer an ample field for culling the political notions — for amidst tlie 
animosities and confusion of party they had rarely the constancy or geiieiMli- 
zalion of principles— of the leading statesmen of the Cieorgian era. In dchaiiiig 
the commercial treaty with France in 1780, Mr. Fox argued that “ Frame was 
the natural political enemy of Great Britain *' — {iorfign Quurier/g Revieuu xxxvii. 
171). The (.’orinthian politicians were more conversant with tlie philippics of 
Demosthenes or tlie orations of Cicero, than with the writings of Mr. Locke, Steiiiot, 
Hume, or Adam Smith. j\Ir. Pitt’s ideas on an important question of domestic p«)lity 
afford a singular contrast to prevailing sentiments (see Ft'h. 12, 1790). As pailiameiU, 
not the court, was the arena on which the prize of government was contended tor, 
ability to shine in debate was chiefly cultivated. It drew forth a brilliant constellation 
of rhetoricians — cadets of noble families, lawyers, and literary adventurers — whose chiet 
accomplishment in statesmanship v. as oratory. ‘^Froin the time” (says the Edtnlmrgh 
RevieWy cxjLWii A “of (ihailes 11. down to our own days, adiflerent species of talent, 
parliamentary talent, has been tin? most valuable of all the qualifications ot an 
English statesman. It has stood in the place of all other acquirements. It has 
covered ignorance, weakness, rashness, the must fatal mal-administration. A great 
negotiator is nothing when compared with a great debater, and a minister who can 
make a successful sp ctli need trouble himself little about an iin successful expedition. 
This is the talent thai »ia» mmh: judges without law, and diplomatists without French, 
— which has sent tn the admiralty men who did not know the stern of a ship from her 
bowsprit, and to the India board men who did not know the rliffercnce between a rupee 
and a pagoda, — which made a foreign s- retary of Mr. Pitt, who, as George II. ►ni<l, bad 
never opened Vattel, and which was very near iiiakiiig a chancellor of the excheipicr 
of Mr. Sheridan, who could not work a sum in long oivisir>n.” It did inake a chan- 
cellor of the exchequer of Mr. Canning, hardly a le.ss miracle thaiT Sheridan’s pioino- 
tioii would have been. But the age of tropes has yielded to the age of utility • 
Sheridan was the last example in the senate, and Krskiue, who was a good specimen 
ia Rngliihy of Irish eloquence, the la^t at the bar. 
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The general Peace gave a new direction to legislation. By the f(jitu- 
nate issue of the struggle against Napoleon’s ambition the torics became 
so firmly rooted in authority that the whigs gave up all hope of supplanting 
them, and, leaving the barren pursuit of power, they directed attention to 
commercial, educational, financial, legal, and juridical ameliorations. 
Social questions slowly acquired an interest beyond that of political conflicts. 
In this new field a knowledge of the principles of science was more im- 
portant than cleverness in debate. The style of parliamentary oratory 
necessarily underwent a contemporary change — became less ornamental 
and figurative — more logical and statistical — and the new direction given 
to it has received a further impulse from the great but prosaic interests 
called into legislative existence by the Reform Acts, — the last and most 
triumphant epoch in the progress of the British constitution. 

Statesmen, like philosophers, must be judged by the standard of their 
own time, not by that of a future age. For the period, and under tlie cir- 
cumstances, the Reform Bill was a just, comprehensive, and energetic 
conception. For names it substituted realities; for prescriptive rights 
that had become hurtful or dead, it created living interests. All may have 
not l)ecii made partakers of its benefits, but all have been made easily and 
equally eligible to them : tlierc is no interdict. Its leading feature is a 
circumscription of aristocratic power, which had become degenerate, by 
its transfusiou into the democracy, which had risen into competence and 
relative supremacy. Legislative authority is now vested in the nation, 
and the nation, when it tliinks fit, can constitutionally exercise it. The 
(lill’erence in the action of Public Opinion, before and after the Reform 
Ibli, is great and distinctive. It was always potent; it triumphed over 
the Stuarts ; at the Orange revolution of 1688 it was present ; it often 
controlled the factions under the Georges, and even succeeded in returning 
a reform parliament under a Wellington ministry. But its impulses were 
irregular; too sudden or dilatory; often violent or even revolutionary; 
rarely delibi rativc, and always illegitimate. These defects have been 
remedied by the ])arliamcntary charter, wdiich has established a safe and 
recognized channel for the conveyance of the public sentiment. No in- 
terest is now — though ])crhaps not in just proportion — without its repre- 
sentative organ. In tranquil times, in tlie absence of gross abuse, or 
nii>g()V(‘rnment, these organs may be mute, relaxed, and quiescent : they may 
be like river-beds in summer, empty, dry, and inert; but let oppression stalk 
forth, or imbecility be apj)arcut in rulers, and their latent powers be- 
come manifest, they arc instantly strung, and peal with a warning voice 
that no minister, hu^Yevcr reckless and unprincipled, would dare to dis- 
regard. 

Tlicse different powers of the constitution, under different circumstances, 
^vill give an oscillating ascendancy to political parties. In periods of 
prosperity, when men are disposed to contentment under the cstahlislied 
order, the ]>rcvailing tendency w'ill be. to Conservatism; in periods ol dis- 
tress or misrule to Wbiggism, or, according to the intensity of the popular 
orgasm, to Radicalism. In the absence of any ])ublic emergency, tlie merit 
as well as the necessity of private sacrifices is diminished ; and those not 
influenced by high principles follow their interests or inclination. It will 
thus happen that the Tories, iii ordinary times, will gather strength in the 
towns, where the mass of the constituency has become indifferent to the 
exercise of the elective franchise, as well as in the counties, where their 
influence must always be great from territorial possessions, local associa- 
tion^ and the indisposition to change peculiar to the rural classes Against 
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the temporary growth of the authority of their opponents, the Whigs, in 
friiming the Reform Bill, took no selfish precautions. They seem, indeed, 
to have favoured it ; and some of the alterations admitted into the original 
scheme experience soon showed not to be improvements. The main- 
tenance of the full number of 658 members, and the very considerable 
increase in the county representation, at the expense of the boroughs, 
were decidedly in favour of the tories. The tax and rate-paying 
clauses operate in the same direction. The last in particular, in 
the absence of political excitement, effect an extensive disfranchise- 
ment of their supporters ; while the Conservatives continue undiminished 
or are a\igmented by defections from their ranks. Ministers, however, 
are not to blame for the tenant-at-will clause ; they o})posed that inter- 
polation, which was carried against them by a section of Radicals, headed 
by Mr. Hume, joining the Tories. 

Notwithstanding the points in favour of the Tories, there is little likeli- 
hood of their obtaining a permanent ascendancy. It can only happen 
when no reforms are needed, or the people are indifferent to them, or the 
public mind is not agreed or matured on their expediency, that the torpor 
of conservatism can overpower the nation. In all other cases the progres- 
sive ])rinciple will be in action ; nor is there any power remaining, cither 
in the crown or the house of lords, long to re.sist its onward movement. 
Lord Coke said, “that seldom or ever any good measure which had one(^ 
heoi entered on the Journals, though it miscarried at iirst, was wholly lost 
to the nation.” If this were true under the old system, it is much more 
likely to be realized under the new. But half a century or so, as in the 
case of the Test and Corporation Acts, African Slave Bill, or the Catholic 
Relief Bill, is too long to wait for just aud sound legislation ; and it would 
certainly now be a luizardous experiment on the national patience for tliu 
lords to delay five in lieu of fifty years public measures carried by a lar<;o 
majority of the cominoiis, supported l>\ .ne population of the metropolis, 
the miiiiicij)al towns, and tlie present enlarged constituency. 

The chief excellence of the new representation is that we have tried to 
explain, namely, its alternate actions, by which rest as well as efficient e.x- 
pressioii is given to the public sentiment. It is likely future changes will 
be ])eaceably as well as deliVjeratcly and constitutionally effected. The new 


machinery telegraphs all the great national impulses, and seems so con- 
trived as safely to bear, witliout snapping, any strain to which it may be 
subjected by the outward j)ressurc. One of its greatest and most easily 
remedied defects is, that its movements are too slow, by which the com- 
munication of feeling between the representative and constituent bodies 
may be too long suspended. Seven years are too protracted a term for the 
natural duration of parliament. There is less reason for this now that 
general elections have been icndereil so quiet, economical, and expeditious.* 
A shorter period is demanded from the altered state of society — its in- 
creased intellectual activity through the agency of the press and popular 
discussion, by v hicb changes of opinion are constantly being effected with 
railroad despatch, and reiiuiring to l^e communicated with corrcspondin|( 


celerity and force to the 1 'gislature. , 

Apart from the danger of dis- /'vcrance of feeling between the people an 
])arli anient, from its septennial duration, tlie new representation, on its tno^ 
trial may be pronounced to have been successful. It fully answered t lu 
most trying test of social institutions, that of practical usefulness in 
ance with the national sentiment. As might be expected, the first 
Pdrliameut consisted of u vast majority of those by whom it had at 
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created, and was composed of two-thirds whigs, and the remainder in about 
equal portions of tories and radicals.* It began its labours by adopting 
salutary regulations for improving and facilitating the modes of transacting 
parliamentary business. A session of splendid legislation followed, unsur- 
passed in justice, utility, and practical wisdom by that of any representative 
assembly on record. There was a manifest indisposition to entertain rjucs- 
tions involving further organic changes, especially as those under which the 
commons itself had assembled remained untried ; but all the great topics on 
which public opinion had been expressed and matured were resolutely 
grappled with, elaborately discussed, and satisfactorily adjusted. As a 
summary of the important labours of this year has been given in another 
place, it is sufficient to refer to them.f Ireland, its internal peace and 
ecclesiastical establishment ; the East India Company, the renewal of its 
charter, the opening of its exclusive trade with China, and the future 
government of the vast population of Hindostan ; the renewal of the charter 
of the Bank of England, and the connexion of its immunities with the 
state of banking and the currency ; and lastly, the abolition of colonial 
slavery, with a compensatory grant to the West India proprietary, formed 
(uigrossing subjects of parliamentary debate and enactment. 

The FOREIGN POLICY of thc empire formed an additional subject of interest 
and discussion. Almost for thc first time on record, England and France acted 
in concert without jealousy or mistrust. Both nations had recently and almost 
contemporaneously undergone great internal changes ; but France, by the 
election of Louis Philippe, the abolition of the hereditary Peerage, the 
cstal)lishment of jiopular education, and the doubling of her elective consti- 
tuency, had oulstript England in the race of social improvement and con- 
stitutional innovation. In the foreign policy of thc two kingdoms there 
was no divarication ; of both the aim w’as the maintenance of peace among 
nations ; but constitutional themselves, they naturally felt an interest in 
])roinoliug the establishment of constitutional power in other countries. 
Acting on this principle tlie claims of Don Pedro in favour of his daughter 
wore ])refcried to those of Don Miguel in Portugal ; and those of the queen- 
regent in behalf of her infant by Ferdinand VII. to those of his brother Don 
Carlos in Spain ; but neither government excited the fears of other states by 
direct interference in behalf of Isabella II. of Spain, or Donna Maria of Por- 
tugal. J A subject of nearer and deeper interest than the fratricidal contests in 
the Peninsula w as tlie ejecting an amicable divorce between Belgium und 
Holland, the difficulties of which were augmented by the decided aversion 
ot one of thc bctrotlied parties to a separation. William, Prince of Orange, 
created by the allied sovereigns in 1815 King of thc Netherlands, was 
iuiturally and pertinaciously averse to the severance from his cro^Yn of thc 
l)i‘tter half of his dominions, and its erection, under prince Leopold, into 
iui independent monarchy. But jealousies and ditlerences of all kinds, 
leligious^ ])olitical, and civil, coupled witli the fact that the Bclgic populalion 
had actually succeeded in cx])elling the Dutch authorities from their territory, 
rendered the compulsory maintenance of the union impolitic and, perhaps, 
impracticable. § At first England, France, and Russia jointly interposed 
their good offices ; they succeeded in enfoi’cing a suspension of hostilities, 
and ])re!;cribed the terms of future peace and separation between the bclli- 
gcrenis. In these terms the Dutch king refused his concurrence, and Russia 


• See Jan. 1, 1833. 
t See A.u. 1833, 28, Sc/>/. 29. 


t See ./uff. 20, 1833. 
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ileclining to act coercively against him, the executive task of enforcing sub- 
mission by arms devolved on France and England. Novel events followed. 
The combined English and French fleets, so often hostilely arrayed against 
each other, peaceably mingled their flags in ihe Channel ; the Scheldt was 
bfockaded, and an embargo laid on Dutch ships in British ports ; a French 
army under Marshal Gerard rapidly penetrated to Antwerp, and, after a 
brisk bombardment of the citadel, that almost entombed its brave defender, 
Chasse, in a storm of shells and cannon-balls, they quietly, and without 
the co-operation of the Belgians, put them in possession of the disputed 
fortress, which they themselves would perhaps have been unable to con- 
quer, and then again withdrew into the French territory. These form 
examples of disinterested mediation, of which there arc few' instances in tlic 
history of European diplomacy. Austria, Russia, and Prussia beheld them 
with w' a tch fulness, and the latter power assembled a large army on the 
frontier ; but neither France nor England being actuated by ambitious 
impulses, tlie great object of intervention — the maintenance of the peace of 
Europe — was secured. The fall of Antwerp, how’ever, did. not terminate; 
all didcrences in the Low' Countries; years elapsed before the 24 Articks 
of sei>aration agreed upon by the London Conference relative to tlie 
apportionment of the public debt of Holland and Belgium, and the pro- 
vince of Limburg and the duchy of Luxemburg, which the Belgians 
coveted, with the concurrence of the population of the disputed tcrritorii s, 
as a portion of their new kingdom, were acquiesced in by both parties. 

In the same year the aspect of affairs in the East claimed tlie fricMidly 
int(;rfercnce of bVance and England. A new' and crafty power had aris('ii 
in that quarter which threatened the entire extinction of the Oltoniau 
empire. The victorious armies of ^lehcmct Ali, the rebel viceroy of Egypt, 
commanded by his son Ibrahim, bad conquered the whole of Syria, and, 
after traversing Asia Minor and defeating, in the great battle of Konicli^ 
the Turkish f<jrces under the grand vizier, had almost reached the shores 
of the Bosphorus. Weakened by internal reforms, which the Turkish aris- 
tocracy o])posed and the multitude, to whose benefit they tended, did not 
appreciate, Greece and the Archipelago, Egypt and Algiers, severed from 
his doiTiiniuns, and exhausted from the late unsuccessful war with Russia, 
the Sultan Mahmoud was unable to stand in open field against the Egyp- 


tian invaders. In this extremity he applied for assistance to the court ol 
St. Petersburgh, the oldest and must dangerous enemy of the i^)rlc. 
Russia promptly listened to this overture, the leading object of lier policy, 
from the reign of the ambitious Catherine, being to establish her authority 
in the ancient Byzantium ; and, in the first months of 1833, her ship;^ 
were in motion on the Black Sea, and her armies on the Prutli directed 
towards the Turkish capital. The European powers became alarnu d at 
these movements; France despatched Admiral Roussin to Constantinopl<’> 
and the ministers of England and Austria co-operated w'illi the Freiicli 
ambassador in efforts to di.^suade the SulUin from liis perilous connexion 
W'itb the empei^T Nicholas. They offered to try to stop the march oi 
Ibrahim, and projioscd terms of peace to Mchcmct Ali, which the pasha 
rejected, and <;rdere(l tiie advance of his army. Meanwhile a secom 
squadron of Russians anchored in the Bosphorus with numerous troops 
on board. The Sultan w avered ; lie w'as in a dilemma, and had only 
clioose between accepting the terms demanded by bis own vassal, or 
his cajiital garri-soned or, at least, defended by Russian auxiliaries. ^ 
adopted the former as the less evil, and Ibrabim retraced bis steps towan 
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the passes of Mount Taurus. The Russians, however, continued to .inger 
ill the vicinity of Constantinople till the summer ; the combined English 
and French fleets cruizing in the Mediterranean to watch their motions ; 
and it was only after the treaty of Unkiar Skelessi had been concluded 
with the Porte* that the Czar withdrew his armaments from the IJos- 
phoruB. Had it not been for the intervention of Britain and France, it 
is probable the Russians would have occupied Constantinople by degrees, 
and, under various pretexts, gradually established an authority there hardly 
less dictatorial than that exercised in the unfortunate capital of Poland. 
Such an extension of the sway of an overgrown empire, whose despotic 
institutions are dangerous to civilization, and afford no guarantee of future 
policy, and which, for the last century, has shown itself actuated by that 
restless thirst for territorial aggrandizement peculiar to a semi-barbarous 
state, would have been an European calamity. 

Fortunately, the might of Russia is more defensive than aggressive, and 
there appears little ground for apjireliension from any outbreak of adven- 
turous ambition in her sovereigns. In defence she has always shown her- 
self invincible ; in aggressive power she is inferior to neighbouring states. 
It is only towards the East, to which she first opened a passage across the 
Balkan in 1829, that she finds a penetrable line of resistance ; on the west 
she is confined by the impassable military barrier presented by Austria, 
Prussia, and the German states ; on the ocean, England is the trusty 
gaoler of the North, and, holding the keys of the Baltic and the Euxine by 
her naval superiority, she can, by blockading the Cattegate and the Dar- 
danelles, when the czar evinces^ signs of restlessness or a disposition to 
break his bounds, stop all egress, offensive or commercial, from his vast 
interior. 

Keijosing on these securities, all fear of Russian intrigue and Russian 
ambition vanishes. The treaty of Unkiar i!'kclcssi formed a natural sub- 
ject of jealousy with the European courts, especially the separate article, by 
which the Ikirte engaged at the instance of Russia to close the strait of the 
Dardanelles against “ any foreign vessel of w’tur.” But the English 
ministry have not been unmindful of any advantage the emperor Nicholas 
miglit have secured by this treaty; and at a period subsequent to that under 
notice, a convention of commerce and navigation was conchided witli the 
Porle, highly conducive to the mercantile interests of Britain, and which places 
British subjects and British ships on a footing of equality with the most 
fava.ured nation with which the Sultan is in alliance. f 

I’lie commencement of tlic domestic history of 1834 is remarkable for 
the altered tone assumed by the Reform Ministry, who began to feel incon- 
venienced by the indefinite continuance of that pressure without which 
had raised them into and mainly supported them in the exercise of authu* 
fity. The popular storm had swept away the larger masses of abuse, and 
It was now desirable that the executive and the legislative should subside 
uito and move with less disturbance in their natural channels. 1’he ic- 
nioval of the more palpable evils bivd been effected, but it was a nicer and 
more difficult question to deal with those involving complicated and more 

* See Juiy S, 1833. 

Ik Balta-Liman, Aug, 16, 1838, inserted in the Lomlon Gazette, Dec. 

o. 1838. This convention, by which English merchandise will he admitted into Turkey 
aHower and fixed rates of duty, coupled with the treaty concluded with Austria, July 3, 
“38, »ind hy which the navigation of the Danube is opened to British merchants, attest 
- »ihility of oui foreign diplomacy, and its watchfulness to promote the commercial 
interests of the empire. 3L 
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equally-balanced interests, and respecting which the general opinion was 
not so unanimous. To enter safely upon these, time, caution, and deli- 
beration were requisite ; and such essentials could hardly be reckoned upon 
so long as the government continued to be hurried forward by an external 
agency more remarkable for force than a just appreciation of the obstacles 
to be surmounted. Accordingly ministers sought to separate themselves 
from the impatient and irregular auxiliaries with whom they had heretofore 
kept up a friendly intercourse, if not actually concluded a defensive 
alliance. The torits had been defeated if not humbled, and the Indian 
war-whoop was no longer requisite to alarm them into further concessions. 
Downing-street, in consequence, became less accessible to the inroads of 
the leaders of political unions and parochial deputations ; and even the 
representative organs of the Dissenters wxre given to understand that 
though their civil grievances would be listened to and redressed, there 
existed a firm determination not to ccmiitenance any attack, if such were 
intended, on the established Church. 

With these indications the parliamentary session began in February. In 
]\Iay its proceedings were interrupted by divisions in the cabinet. These 
arose out of the question of the appropriation of the surplus revenues of the 
Irish church, whether to ecclesiastical or secular purposes. The dilliculty 
was prospective and contingent. There was no suri)lus to appropriate ; 
nor was it certainly known that there ever w'ould, or to what amount. Go- 
vernment did not seek its agitation; it was unnecessary to the progress of 
their measures ; but a large party in the house of commons, who thought a 
reform of the Irish church would be incomplete or valueless unless accom- 
panied with a new disposition of its redundant wealth, determined to draw 
forth an anticipatory parliamentary declaration in its favour. This was the 
object of the celebrated resolution, moved by Mr. Ward, May 27 lh. It was 
supported by a majority of the commons, and a majority of the ministry ; 
but a minority of the cabinet, who dissented from its principle, and lield 
that ecclesiastical property could only be justly applied to ccclesiastic.d 
purposes, finding themselves unable to acquiesce in the ministerial basis 
adopted by their colleagues, withdrew from the administration. 

The rupture with Mr. Stanley and sir James Graham, the carl of Ripon 
and the duke of Richmond, was speedily followed by another, which grew 
out of the renew'al of the Irish Coercion Bill, and involved in its issues the 
retirement of the noble premier himself. Earl Grey had repeatedly sought 
to retire in the preceding year, but urged by his colleagues he had been 
prevailed upon to continue in office. All the pledges he had given at th»' 
comineiicement of his patriotic ministry had been firmly and faithfully, and 
beyond the public expectation redeemed. Economy in ihe pul)lic expendi- 
ture, and improvements in the public offices, had been resolutely promoted 
The peace of Europe had been preserved without a compromise of national 
honour ; while at the same time the cause of cuustitutioiial liberty had been 
sought to be advanced in the Peninsula by the conclusion of the Quadruple 
Alliance with Friuice, Spain, and Portugal. Under his auspices the great 
question of Parliamentary Reform had been carried ; he had comnieiiced 
life with the advocacy of ai: amendment of the representation ; and this his 
first wish being realized, and hanng begun to feel the infirmities of age, it 
was natural that his lordship should seize the first opportunity to withdraw 
from the toils and responsibility of government. ^ . 

Lord Althorp, who had also resigned, having consented to resume tne 
chancellorship of the exchequer, the Reform Ministry was continued, undci 
the premiership of viscount MclbouruCi as first lord of the treasury# 
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Although public business had been delayed by ministerial changes, the 
second session of the Reformed Parliament, like the first, was distuiguished 
by important legislation. The establishment of the Central Criminal Court, 
by providing more frequent gaol deliveries, and extending the local juris- 
diction of the Old Bailey Court, effected great improvements in the criminal 
administration of the metropolis and adjoining counties.* An undertaking 
of still greater difficulty, with which the legislature energetically grappled, 
was an attempt to amend the administration of the Poor Laws. In dealing 
with an old system of domestic polity, parliament evinced no hesitation in 
departing from established usages and maxims ; but how successfully can 
only be ascertained by a longer term of experience of the moral and social re- 
sults of the new law than is embraced by the remaining portion of our history. 

Numero\is errors had been engrafted on the celebrated statute of queen 
Elizabeth, partly by the legislature itself, and partly by its parochial and 
magisterial administrators. These had been an anxious subject of inquiry 
ever since the Peace, and had been sought to be met by the institution of 
assistant overseers, select vestries, and other remedial enactments. It was 
not the principle of a compulsory assessment for the relief of the indigence 
inseparable from society that appeared so objectionable, as its corrupt, 
wasteful, and injudicious disbursement. In Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, 
and some of the largest parishes of the metropolis, tliere had already been 
strenuous efforts made to reform or avert the deterioration of their pauper 
administration ; and where this vigilance and intelligence had been exer- 
cised l)y individuals, they had been found sufficieiit, even under the old 
laws, either to amend or prevent the inroad of glaring abuses. 

'fhesc, however, were exceptions to the general state of the kingdom, 
especially in the agricultural districts, ami the inicrfcrcnce of parlia- 
ment had become necessary. Wages had come to i)e partly l^aid out 
of the poor-rates ; no efficient test was applied to distinguish between 
real and fictitious distress ; the rights of setllemetit %verc conflicting and 
productive of expensive litigation ; the size of parishes was unequal, and 
iinsuited to an economical and efficient admiiustration ; the powers of ma- 
gistrates were not correctly defined, and were often inj\idiciously exercised ; 
tlic Bastardy Laws were supposed to encourage incoutinency in females, 
and offer an inducement to perjury ; ow ing to the equality of sutfrage in the 
rale-payers, the inanagcnvent of the poor frequently fell into tlie haiuls of 
incompetent or unprincipled ])ersons, who perverted their authority to job- 
bing and selfish purposes: under the operation of these causes the poor- 
rates had increased in amount without being ]»roportioiuitely beneficial to 
the poor, who, it was alleged, had been demoralized, rendered idle, re- 
fraclory, and (liscontciited, by the mal-adiniuistration of laws intended 
solely for their relief and advantage. As a remedy for these manifold evils 
a more centralized pow'er was deemed expedient, and a board of three 
Commissioners wjis appointed for five years, invested with almost unlimited 
autbority to reform and superintend the administration of the poor-laws in 
Lngland and Wales. 

It was not exclusively the consideration of benefiting the poor, but also 
themselves, that induced the legislature to apply with zeal and extraordinary 
Unanimity to a reform of the poor-laws. It was sought as an efi’cctive 
uiode of relieving agricultural distress, the existence of wdiich had been 

’** This is only one of many jvuiicial improvements introduced of late yv&rs. Of 
wxty legal defects meniioiied by Mr. Hroiigham, in his celebrated speech, Feb. 7, 1828, 

n.y-iive have in whole, or in part, been removed. It has proved the roost iisefui, as it 
the most remarkable oration ever delivered in parliament* 3 L 2 
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unceasingly pressed on the attention of government.*' All the property 
classes suffered by the pressure of tlie poor-assessment, but the landed 
interest more than any other. Nearly three-fourths of the entire sum 
yearly levied as poor-rates are paid by the occupiers and owners of the soil. 
If, therefore, this burden could be reduced to the amount of two or three 
millions, by a more vigilant economy, or astringent administration, the terri- 
torial proprietary would to that extent be benefited. 

The New Poor Law, as well as the Corn Law, are parts of the same system, 
chiefly directed to the support of the landlord’s rent, but the general 
government, by countenancing partial legislation, suffers both in cha- 
racter and influence. It is possible, therefore, that the Central Board of 
Commissioners will be suffered to expire at the end of the five years for 
which it has been appointed, or so soon as its task of purification has been 
completed. Tlie executive power of the state cannot, without obloquy, and 
certainly not with discrimination, execute the duties of overseers and church- 
wardens. Its business is not local but general administration; ncit the 
restraint of vice and improvidence, but crime ; not charity to any, but 
justice to all ; not to dole out eleemosynary aid for the relief of the indigence 
inseparable from changes in the seasons, and vicissiiudes in commerce and 
agriculture, but to atlbrd protection, without interference, alike to all the 
industrious orders of the community. 

Before the close of the year the ministry was again disorganized. It 
arose out of the death of earl Spencer, and consequent removal of tlic 
chancellor of the exchequer to the house of lords. This change had been 
foreseen and ])rovi(led for, but the acceptance by lord Althorp of an office 
compatible with his peerage, not his withdrawal from the cabinet, \vas the 
contingency calculated upon, llis lordship had been represented l)y carl 
Grey, and considered by his successor, viscount Melbourne, as the main sup- 
port of the government in the house of commons. Upon these grounds the king 
concluded that lord Althorp formed so essential an clement of the ministry, 
that they would, in consequence of his retirement, be unable to carry on the 
government, and tlicy were abruptly dismissed. Humour also ascribed io 
tlie king a dislike of the ministerial plans of ecclesiastical reform. No other 
abiding reason has been assigned fur the dissolution of the Melbourne cabinet. 
It was a sudden impulse of the royal mind, and appeared to the public niorci 
like one of those unexpected revolutions that occur in the palace of a dc.-|)t>t 
than of a constitutional monarch. The leading Tories had no share in pro- 
ducing it, the duke of Wellington not having had any communication with 
the court for two or three months previou8ly,t and sir R. Peel was a])scnl on 
a tour in Italy. The Reform Ministry was still strong, thougli it had lost 
several of its original members, in the sup])ort of a majority of the house ut 
commons, and in tlie existence of greater unanimity than ever among tlicin- 
selves, on all great public questions.! 

The public excitement occasioned by the dissolution of the ministry was 
hardly less than hat which prevailed in 1831-2. The Reform Acts, and all 
they had accomplished for the people, and all they were expected to accom- 
plish, were considered imperilled by the return of the Tories to power. R 
was a renewal of the old struggle for mastery between the Conservatives am 
Liberals of all denominations ; but as its progress and termination tlm 
return of sir R. Peel from Italy — liis acceptance of the preniicrshii) hi^ 
pledges to reform all j)roved abuses — his appeal to th? peoph: by a geneia 

^ Aunnal Hegiisfer, Ixxvi. 222. t House of Lords, Feb. 24, 183j 
• ♦ Lord John speech at Totnes, Dec. 2, 1831. 
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election — the coalition of the Whigs and Radicals — ^his defeat by a majority 
of the new house of commons — and the restoration of the Melbourne 
ministry, are detailed in the Chrmicle^ it is only necessary to refer to them 
imder that head. The king, in the first instance, ofiered the premiership to 
the duke of Wellington, but he declined the appointment in favour of sir R. 
Peel. Provisionally his grace accepted the offices of first lord of tlic 
treasury and secretary for the home department, and, in the latter capacity, 
also held the seals of the two other secretaryships. Such a plurality of 
offices was unusual, but not without precedent, as the carl of Liverpool had 
once been similarly placed. 

The principles on which the Peel ministry sought to establish itself 
were not avowedly those of Conservatism, or, if that be different, of Toryism. 
Tliey were those of their predecessors — submission to the national will, as 
( xpressed by a majority of the house of commons. Resistance to reform 
was not attempted on the basis it used to be offered by the party of Mr. 
Canning, namely, that any the least concession to the popular deinands is 
prcgiiaiit with inappreciable danger, which can never be submitted to as 
an amendment, but only as a diversion from more fundamental clianges ia 
the Constitution. Sir R. Peel solicited the confidence of the country on the 
ground that he was friendly to change, to improvement — bad given j)roors 
of it by his currency hill, and reform of the criminal law — and these he ten- 
dered in earnest of his future intentions. By the dissolution of parliament 
the Conservatives obtained an increase of nearly one hundred members, but 
even this accession of strength left them in a minority of about fifty. The 
Opposition, however, was in no hurry to remove them by a direct vote of 
want of confidence. Sir R. Peel was allowed to Imiig forward his leading 
jiieasurcs, which he did with great dispatch and ability. As the ministerial 
plans for the relief of the Dissenters and the so dement of tithes were liberal 
and enlightened in their provisions, they met with general favour and con- 
currence, and all went on liarmoniously till Mr. Ward’s tost came to be 
applied. This application the Tories could not withstand Appropriation 
they tlccmed unjust, if not sacrilegcous ; and rather than he partners in the 
nnhuly crusade fiir applying the surplus wealtli of tlie Irish church to the 
instruction of an indigent population, they resigned their offices. 

Tlie battle of the jmrties having terminated by the restoration in April of the 
Hfclhourne ministry, tlie business of the parliamentary session was seriously 
entered upon. The judicious bills of sir James Graham for establishing a 
public registry of merchant-seamen, and for lessening the necessity of impress- 
luent, by encouraging voluntary enlistment into the royal navy, were passed 
into laws. Infringement of patent rights had long been complained of, and 
an act, framed nndcr the auspices of lord Brougham, was passed, for better 
securing the interests of patentees in their discoveries and inventions. By 
another statute the cojiyriglit »n public lectures was protected. But the 
niost important legislative measure was the bill for the reform of the Muni- 
cipal Corporations of England and Wales. The Scottish burghs had been 
regenerated in 1833. In place of self-elected and self-auditing bodies, a 
local administration was substituted, responsible to the rate-payers, and a 
provision made for the extension of the system, if desired by the inhabitants, 
*^0 Biriningliam, Manchester, and other unincorporated towns.* 

Another efibrt at improvement in the internal policy of the empire, which 
the Legislature evinced a disposition to sanction, and to which its attention 


♦ Sec Jn^ : tb, A.D. 1835. 
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Imd been called by the vigilance of Mr. Hume, was the extinction of the 
Orange societies, that had too long been the bane of Ireland by hindeiing 
the action of an enlightened and impartial course of government, justly due 
to the vast majority of her population. It v/as discovered that these into- 
lerant associations, which sought to pervert government into the selfish 
domination of a faction, had extended their ramifications into Britain and 
the colonies, and that, under the auspices of the duke of Cumberland, who, 
regardless of the proper duties of his station, had lent himself, in the capa- 
city of grand-master, to their odious practices. Orange lodges had been 
introduced into the army, contrary to its discipline, and the express order 
of the commander-in chief. The inquiries of a parliamentary committee, 
and the condemnatory resolutions passed by the house of commons, arrestecl 
the progress, if they did not entirely extirpate, this disturbing and insidious 
mischief. 

Contemporary events abroad possessed considerable interest. France 
had been the scene of another political revolution. Almost by an accident 
she had deposed the elder Bourhon in 1830, and almost by an accident the 
chief fruits of her heroic struggle were wrested from her in 1835. Louis 
Pliilippe was thought by some not to have faithfully redeemed his pledges to 
the ])eo 2 )k‘, and his life was reiieatedly, but unsuccessfully, sought by de- 
feated royalists, or disappointed republicans. At length a hireling bravo, 
named Fieschi, undertook the odious office of assassin. He failed — the 
king escaped — but many of the royal suite fell victims of the Corsican’s 
deadly contrivance. The sympathies of the French nation were roused. 
Tlie icing had saved them from anarchy and foreign war, and they felt 
indignant at the re}>cutcd attempts upon his life. TIic moment was favour- 
able to despotic encroachments, and the Brogliu n)inistry seized it. A 
desperate contest had been waged, for the last five years, between the revo- 
lutionary and juste milieu parties, when the Fieschi atrocity gave a tri- 
umphant victory to the clocfrinaires. Under the alleged necessity of better 
securing the monarch’s person, and guarding against revolutionary pro- 
jects, laws were passed by the Chambers curtailing tlie power of juries, 
and entirely extinguishing the liberty of the journals. The Parisians, 
liitherto so jealous of arbitrary power, offered no resistance to the new 
measures, but acquiesced in them as the price of internal peace, and secu- 
rity from those never-ending plots, and sanguinary insurrections of which 
both Paris and Lyons had been the theatre since the expulsion of 
Charles X.* 

Tin's unfortunate issue of the struggle for freedom is not without conso- 
latory accompaniments. It is better that the French should have been 
parties to the surrender of their liberties than that they should have hceii 
wrested from them by superior power. Ijouis Philippe only holds them tn 
trust; they are nnt alienated, and the trust can be resumed when the nation is 
80 disposed, and the times favourable. In the constitution of the chambers, 
in the popular di^rusion of knowledge, and in the citizen national guanh 
there are pledge® for tlie future resumption of political freedom — and 
civil freedom, which is far more imjwTtant to social happiness, has not 
l)ccn violated. The prcvailine: disposition of the French is apparent. 
They are neither royalist nor 1 1 volutionary ; neither high tory nor ultni- 
radicaL Enlightened by the past, they seek a liberty compatible wiilt 
order, to avoid extremes, and move along the diagonal line of politics, 


♦ See A.D. 1835 4, Dec, 3L 
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which is the longest, and by passing through the greatest mass of interests 
obtains the widest circle of support. This was the system introduced by 
M. Casimir Perier in 1831, and the experience of the succeeding four 
years has proved it to be the system most safe and acceptable to the 
nation. 

Besides the political trials and other changes in France, the revolution 
in the government of Denmark, and the completion of the German Com- 
mercial League, form interesting occurrences in the foreign transactions of 
1835, and of which notices are given in the Chronicle of that year. 

Domestic prospects on the opening of 1836 were flattering and auspicious. 
Agriculture continued to labour under a partial depression, but it was im- 
possible that the unusual prosperity which pervaded manufactures and 
commerce should not produce a corresponding animation in rural industry. 
Ireland presented features uncommon in her public history. Agrarian and 
tithe outrages still occurred, though less frequently and ferociously, but the 
remarkable fact in her internal progress was the absence of political strife. 
A conciliatory rule and disposition to do equal justice to all classes were 
sought to be substituted for factious oppression and exclusion. Catho- 
licism ceased to be a bar practically, as w'ell as legally, to judicial honours 
and civil trusts. The wise and liberal intentions of the general govern- 
ment were ably seconded by the firm and popular demeanour of the lord 
lieutenant, and by Mr. O’Connell and other leaders of Ireland, who beheld, 
in the conduct of ministers, an earnest of progressive amelioration, if not 
linal and conclusive settlement of Irish grievances. Much had already 
boon conceded, and a tranquil confidence existed that the remaining instal 
mciits due to a neglected country would be ultimately forthcoming. The 
successful legislative efforts already made to render the education of the 
people more liberal, to reform the magistracy, grand juries, constabulary, 
.'iiid police, and to improve internal communications by means of rivers, 
i)ridgcs, and railways, allbrded satisfactory evidence of zeal concerning, 
and watchfulness over, the interests of Ireland. 

In England, in the absence of political stimuli, the excitement which 
had carried the Reform Acts had gradually subsided, and as the abatement 
of the ])opular impulse in one direction is usually folhnved by the genera- 
liou of it in another, there were now symptoms of the current setting in a 
contrary or conservative direction. At all events the prevailing disposition 
apj)eared to be not to adventure on further organic changes till the great 
ones already made had been more fully tried ; and the reflective ])orlioii of 
the coiniminily, and the intelligent of the radicals themselves, felt indis- 
posed, by premature experiments, to endanger institutions wdiich experi- 
ence had ])roved indubitably valuable for the. sake of others conferring 
only doubtful or unimportant benefits. Under the influence of these con- 
i^i<leratiuns, what w’as termed the ‘ movement’ had been, at least, tempo- 
rarily arrested. The course of public legislation too had been of a kind 
to oper.ite strongly as a popular sedative. Referring to ]m)perty rather 
than personal rights, it did not, like universal suflrage or other wild impracti- 
cabilities, in which the multitude fancies itself interested, command the attention 
ot the masses. Even the reform of municipal corporations, which had been 
die most general question, was of limited concernnicnt, not roterring cither 
d) the agricultural districts or the largest towns in the kingdom. 3 he 
‘‘tiler leading questions — legal reforms, the African slave-trade, and the 
renewal of the cimrters of the Bank and East India Company were more 
*t‘tereating to lawyers, political economists, and the sectaries than to con- 
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etitutional agitators. A third cause of quietude was the absence of political 
partizanship. The strength of the ministerialists was not in their numbers 
but their measures, which occasionally won them auxiliary aid from all 
sides. All the old beacons of taction had been confused or displaced by 
the Reform Acts, and those by whom they were sought scarcely knew 
w'here to find them. Sir Robert Peel and the duke of Weilington, lord Stan- 
ley, sir J. Graham, Hume, Warburton, and Grote ofiered a favourable con- 
trast to the profligate adventurers of Queen Anne’s reign or the Georges, who 
never, for a moment, sacrificed party interests to the common weal. By 
this approximation, by the gravitation as to a centre of adjacent bodies, 
more than inherent strength, the Melbourne administration has been sup- 
ported and enabled to carry on the government. 

The parliamentary session of 1836 was marked by the same charac- 
teristics as those of the three preceding years. Important social amend- 
ments w’ere made and practical grievances redressed; but constitutional 
innovations, tending to the further development of democratic power, were 
coldly received or openly resisted. By the act for the commutation of titlie, 
and its conversion into a corn rent-charge, payable in money, some of the 
strongest objections were obviated that science had urged against a 
fluctuating impost that taxed industry and enterprise, and varied with the 
cupidity or caprice of tithe-owners. In the Marriage and Registration 
Acts some of the scruples of the Dissenters were conciliated, and an im- 
portant national record of the progress of the population sought to be csiu- 
blished. The reduction in the stamp-duty on Newspapers was a conces- 
sion to a demand generally and vehemently urged for the removal of the 
fiscal obstruction that impeded the diftiision among the industrious class( s 
of political information. Various measures w(‘re projects] for the reform 
of the English Church Establishment, in respect of the disposition of the 
episcopal revenues, patronage, the incomes of the cathedral, and collegiate 
foundations ; discipline, residence, and jduralitics of the parochial clergy. 
These were neither satisfactory nor successful ; only one of tlie four 
ministerial bills, and that by a kind of surprise, was carried, the rest being 
laid aside, cither as ineflicient or too conservative of the interests of the 
bishops, to w'hom the concoction of them had mainly been intrusted, and 
who had, apparently, framed them more with a view to the well-being of 
the prelatical order tlian of their subordinate spiritual brethren, or of tlic 
community. The Irish tithe and municipal corporation bills were al-o 
among the miscarriages of the session ; the former failing from the inclu- 
sion of the appropriation clause, and the latter from the determination of 
the Tories to limit municipal reform to the abolition, not the aincndrncut 
and continuance of corporate government in Ireland. 

Transactions abroad were of a diversified but subordinate character. 
The great powers (»f the continent were more occupied in watching oyer 
the security of their despotic rule at home than in schemes of territorial 
ambition. Ma bid and Lisbon were successively the scenes of fresh revo- 
lutions, of a democratic tendency, which seemed to throw still further into 
the distance the long-wished- for termination of the intestine divisions of the 
Peninsula. Enraged by the quarrels and jealousies of the constitutionalists 
in Spain, and disgusted by the savage warfare waged alike by Chri^tinos 
and Carlists, France witliheld the aid she had stipulated to give by the terms 
of the Quadruple Alliance, and disbanded the reinfoffcements intended for 
the auxiliary legion she had formed at the foot of the Pyrenees. England, 
nolwithsUnding, remained true to her engagements— aided the liberals Ijy 
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supplies of arms — afforded openly an effective naval co-operation, under 
lord John Hay — and indirectly, by the suspension of the Foreign Knlist- 
incnt Act, allowed colonel Evans to organise and take out a British legion, 
for the support of constitutional liberty. In the course of the year two 
more attempts were made to assassinate Louis Philippe, showing the misera- 
ble tenure of his existence and authority. Embittered in spirit, and made 
uneasy by these revengeful attacks on his life, the French king, in his turn, 
manifested a fierce hostility, amounting to an absolute persecution of the 
supposed agents of revolution. Russia, Austria, and Prussia, having in 
concert, and in violation of their own treaty, made a forcible inroad into 
Cracow, to expel the Polish refugees, who had taken shelter in her terri- 
tory, Louis Philippe, or his minister, M. Thiers, threatened hermetically to 
seal up Switzerland, by which the unfortunate adventurers in the cause of 
liberty in Italy, Germany, and Poland would have been deprived of the 
only asylum they possessed, except on the terms of prisoners, on the Euro- 
pean continent. 

Only the early portion of 1837 is embraced by the concluding limits 
of our liistory, and its chief occurrences, which are detailed in the Chronicle^ 
do not appear to rcrpiirc prfdiminary elucidation. Legislative proceedings 
were arrested by the demise of the crown, and consecpient dissolution of 
parliament. Wiliuam IV. had attained an advanced age, and exjjired in 
June, of natural decay. His loss was generally and sincerely regretted by 
the nation, as that of a good man and ijenehcent sovereign, who had com- 
Miittcd no wrong, provoked no enmity, and whose memory may safely 
repose undisturbed l)y the shafts of envy, vengeance, and malignity. The 
character of the king is easily delineated. It was sincere, plain, and open ; 
without guile, complexity, or indirectness. The long life he had spent before 
liis accession to the throne was unmarked by any adventure or vicissitude 
out of the eoininon course of mortality; unsigualised by any gross, great, 
or memorable accompaniment. He had more of the virtues of private life 
than the endowments of llie regal station; tliose that gain on men’s affec- 
tious, rather than challenge their admiration. Instead of the disturbing 
passions and commanding faculties that form the chief historical ])ortraits, 
king William had the less-pretending and often less-hurtful qualities that 
contribute to domestic comfort and enjoyment — honesty — love of justice — 
aircclion to wife and cliildren, to brothers and sisters — steadiness in his 
attachments to the friends of his early life, and indefatigability in his efforts 
to serve them, whether by purse or person. On the throne he manifested 
the same household and true-hearted attributes of an English gentleman, 
exorcising throughout his reign the most unaffected and liberal hospitality, 
tile most active charity, neighbourly kindness, social cordiality, and clieer- 
fulncss. 

Although the king was not ])ossessed of superior ability or refinement, 
be was diligent, even laborious, in bis efforts rightly to comprehend, and 
biilbtully execute, the duties of his ollice. His education had not been 
espial to the Standard of the age in which he survived to act a part, no 
inore than that of his brothers, or of George III. and queen Charlotte.* 
Notwithstanding dcfi cts of early culture and natural talent, his name will 
ever be associated u itb a portion of British history over which science 
and humanity may exult with the least alloy of dissatisfaction. The 
gluries of successful warfare signalised the sway of his immediate prede- 
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cessors ; the less melancholy triumphs of peace that of William. During 
the seven eventful years of his reign the United Kingdom has been revo- 
lutionised without violence, without spoliation. All that has not been 
reformed has been investigated. The veil has been rent asunder, and 
every establishment, whether legal, ecclesiastical, official, or colonial, has 
been thrown open to general gaze and scrutiny. Public institutions rest 
on their merits ; and all the central but factitious supports government had 
been wont to derive from parliamentary boroughs, municipal corporations, 
commercial monopolies, vast and irresponsible patronage, and lavish fiscal 
expenditure, have been struck from ilnder it. Opinion alone rules, and 
that opinion wholly free and unfettered. Whoever can sway it, wliether 
by desert, truth, talent, or illusive arts, governs the nation. 

The long and wonderful era of George III. is at an end, and by the 
rapidity of recent changes, seems thrown back almost to a patriarchal age. 
Two sons having inherited after him, without issue, and the sceptre de- 
scending to a female branch, the dynasty of the house of Brunswick seems 
to pause on the threshold of a new and unknown existence. A young and 
illustrious princess succeeds to the throne of the noblest empire in tne 
w’orld, when all is new, institutions, maxims of government, and even 
social, moral, and religious ideas are in the transition state. 


EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


A.i}. 1830, Jttn€ 26. Accession of VTiUaAM 
IV'. — Ills present majesty was the third son 
of George III, and born Aug. 21, 1765. The 
biography of the king, previous to his ac- 
ccs&iuii to the tiirone, was marked by few 
inemorai le incidents. lie entered the navy 
as a midshipman in 1779, under the espe> 
cial charge of captain Digliy, in the Royal 
George, a 98-gun ship. After holding the 
intermediate commissions, prince VVil- 
liain Henry, lie was ma<le rear-admiral of 
the blue, in 1790, by onler in council. He 
had previously been created a peer of par- 
liament as duke of Clarence. ITie duke 
saw no more active service afloat after re- 
ceiving his flag. He sought employment, 
however, but his wishes were not gratified, 
and the only instance, in which the public 
heard of him in his professional capacity, 
wiis in 1814, when, as admiral of the fleet, 
hee.scorted Louis XVI 11. to France. About 
1811, be dissolved u connexion, that had 
subsisted for twenty years, wit h Mrs. J ordan, 
a fascinating actress, who liud borne him a 
tamily of ten children, eight of whom sur- 
vived. This painful severance of so long a 
itninn had become necessary, in consequence 
of the new plan of life determined upon by 
the prince, and, so far as a pecuniary settl - 
inent could effect it, was made agreeable to 
his unhappy partner. Tlie duke was married 
Jiiiy 11, 1818, to the daughter of the duke 
of Saxe Meiuingen, Adelaide Louis. who 
had been strongly recommended to him by 


queen Charlotte, on account of her amiable 
qualities and domestic virtues. In the end 
of the following year, the duchess became 
the mother of a seven months* child, the 
princess Fllizaheth, who died in her infancy. 
On three other occasions, before the end ol‘ 
1821 , the duchess had the misfortune to lie 
prematurely confined. In 1827, Mr. (’ali- 
ning, then primi* minister, revived theoflice 
of lord-high-admiral in the person of the 
duke of Clarence, after it had been, with 
one exception, in commission since tlie 
death of prince George of Denmark, the 
consort of Queen Anne. In this oflice, the 
duke became popular by promoting 124 
lieutenants to the rank of commanders. He 
resigned in the following year, under llie 
Wellington ministry. No other piihlic 
event occurred till his accession. Althougli 
little was known, either of the political pn - 
dilections or abilities of the “ sailor-king.” 
as he was called, ho soon gained in jioj'U- 
lar favor by his affable manueis, and mix- 
ing familiarly with the people, which last 
contrasted favourably wijh the secluded 
life of his predecessor. 

28 . Meeting of delegates from the trades* 
tmiuns, held at Manchester to form a na- 
tional association for the prevention of a 
retluv.ticn in wages. No trade to be admitted 
a member of this aggregate coiifVderacv 
that is not regularly Organized and united 
in itself. It is arranged, that so soon as 
the funds will iiermit, a newspaper shall be 
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established. The contributions of each 
member is limited to one penny per week. 
If their contributions amount to a million^ 
it is calculated that their funds will speed- 
ily amount to 1,683,333/. 

29. Position of Pauties. — A message 
WHS delivered from the king, recommending 
the despatch of business, and announcing 
the intended dissolution of parliament. 
Next day, on the duke of Wellington mov- 
ing an address to his majesty declaring 
their willingness to forward the public bu- 
siness, earl Grey moved an amendment, to 
adjourn to give time for the consideration 
of ihe civil list and the expediency of a re- 
gency. .\meiidment rejected by 100 to 56. 
An amendment of similar import was moved 
in the commons, by lord Althorp, and ne- 
gatived by 18.’) to 139. These conflicting 
motions showed that the alliance between 
the ministers and the whigs had been dis- 
solved. They had served but received no 
wages; neither was there a likelihood of 
their being placed on the ministerial esta- 
hlishnieiit, as the duke was more disposeil 
to make peace with his former colleagues 
than depend on the volunteer support of 
the opposition. They had supported him 
on the same grouml that they had siip- 
porteil Mr. (huining, from approval of the 
liberal portion of his policy, and also under 
an impression that the waywardness of the 
late king required to he controlled by a firm 
lUiin. The same reasons no longer existed ; 
and. moreover, an impression was abroad 
that tlu? ex\)erience the duke had yet had in 
civil affairs was not such as to qualify liiin 
for the permanent government of the coun- 
try almost in the capacity of dictator. 

Jiilff 5. Cai'tuiiu of Ai.fiiERs. — A pow- 
erful armament, fitted out by the French to 
chastise the Algerines, had sailed from Tou- 
lon on the 2.'>th M»iy. It consisted of 68ships 
i)f war, besides transports, conveying 30,8:)2 
inf.intry, 534 cavalry, 2,-329 artillery, and 
1,330 engineers. M. ffoiirmont, minister-of- 
war, was coinmaiuler-iii-chief, attended by 
25 interpreters of the Moorish, Arabic, and 
Turkisii langua.;es. Impelled by contrary 
winds, tlie expedition was uiiaide to effect 
a landing on tlie African coast till the 14th 
June. The iiisenibarkation was effected 
without opposition on the pcninsida of Sidi 
Ferruch. between which and Algiers the 
enemy occupied a fortified camp with 1(),0(>0 
men. Mourmont attacked tlie camp; the 
batteries erected were instantly carried ; the 
forks and Arabs took to flight, abandotnng 
to the French a vast qitautiiy of provisions, 
several flocks of sheep, and 100 camels. 
Tile victors next advanced towards the city 

Algiers. It made a feeble resistance, 
and, July 5th, the cley concluded a treaty for 
hs surrender ; stipulating only for his own 


pergonal safety and the security of his pri- 
vate property. Laying aside the royal gar- 
ments he left the palace, and took up his 
I abode in tlie city as a private individual, 
- and soon after withdrew with his family into 
Italy. Within 21 days after landing, and 
with the loss of less than 500 men, in killed 
and wounded, the 'French abated the long- 
standing nuisance of the piratical regency 
of Algiers. Except 1600 cannons on the 
walls, 1*2 ships of war in the harbour, and 
the warlike stores in the arsenals, the trea- 
sure which was found in the conquered 
city lell short of the barbaric wealth which 
had been antic ijiated by the captors. The 
expedition had been regarded by Europe 
as an expedition to chastise an insult ; it 
soon turned out to be a conquest, aiul mar- 
shal Bourmont proceeded to take all the 
measures necessary to secure Algeria as a 
French settlement. 

15. RLMuains of George IV. interred at 
Windsor. 

23. Parliament prorogued. The sjieech 
delivered by the king to both houses con- 
gratulated them on the general tranquillity 
of Europe. He also expiessed his satisfac- 
tion at the relief afforded to the people by 
the repeal of taxes, at the reforms intro- 
duced into the judicial establishments of the 
country, and at the removal of the civil dis- 
qualifications which affected numerous 
classes. 

24. Parliament Dissolved. — The chief 
practical measures of the session had been 
the repeal of the duties on beer and the 
opening of the beer-trade. Great com- 
plaints had existed, first, against tlie ma- 
gistrates, as being either partial or corrupt 
in the exercise of iluhr powers, in tlie licen- 
sing of public-houses ; and, secondly, 
against the monopoly of the large brewers, 
wlio, it was allege*!. avai.ed themselves of 
the proprietorshq) of many of the ale-houses 
to force upon th'? coiiMimer interior or adul- 
terated beer. The object of the new act 
was to <q)en the trade. It did not intm- 
fere with the power of the magistrates in 
licensing houses, but it allowed any one to 
retail l)iert.*> hi* consumeil on the ]>remi.ses, 
merely by taking out a license from the 
excise. An attempt was made to get rid of 
tleafh ptmishmrnt for forgery, but it was de- 
feated ill the house of lords. An aetpasM-d 
for tlie amendment of the libel law ; it re- 
pealed the punishment oi himishmvnt l«ir a 
second offence, but required adilitional se- 
curities from newspaper proprit tors to an- 
swer for damages. 

26. Insurukction in P\uis. -The ap- 
pointment of the ministry ot prince Foiig- 
iiac, last August, was an open declaralum 
of war against the liberal party. I bey 
prepared for the coming storm by fjiimng 
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an association to resist the payment of 
taxes, by raising subscriptions to intiemuify 
those who mi^ht sutler in resisting the ex> 
ercise of illegal power, and by spirited ap- 
l)eals to the people through the medium of 
the journals. To the rellectiiig, the issue 
of tne approaching struggle could never 
have appeared doubtful. Direct taxes form 
almost the entire source of the public re- 
venue of France, and a passive resistance 
to tlieir pai ment would have greatly em- 
barrassed, if not arrested, the wild design 
of subverting the national liberties. Nine- 
tenths of the community were favourable 
to a constitutional system. The press and 
tlie peoi»le were against ministers ; the 
mercantile and trading classes were op- 
pc^sed to them ; and to contend against the 
general hostility, government had not a 
great and devoted army, like Napoleon, to 
o\ erawe discontent, nor, like former kings, 
a numerous nobility, wealthy church esta- 
blishment, and servile municipal corpora- 
tions. It stood weak and iusiilated, morally 
and physically. The relative strength of 
the parties was attested by the prevailing 
sentiments of the newspapers and the re- 
sult of the elections. Unable to resist the 
opjiosition in the chamber of deputies, the 
king had ha<l recourse to a dissolution. All 
the means government possessed were called 
into exertion to infiuence the elections, but 
they entirely failed. In Paris, where the 
electors amuunU d to S,845, only 1,500 voted 
for the ministerial candidates, while 7,314 
voterl for the oppo.'.itioii meinlars. It fol- 
lowed, that the newly-elected chamber was 
more inimical to the court than its prede- 
cessor ; while the public dissatisfaction 
liad been angmeiited by the unjustitiable 
means adopted to control the exercise of 
the elective franchise. The chamber bad 
not yet met, and ministet;s seemed deter- 
mined it never should. Having failed in 
their appeal to public opinion, they deter- 
mined on the more hazardous experiment 
of an appeal to force. Ihe plot opened 
with a report addressed to tlie king, drawn 
up by M. Uhantelauze, and signed by him 
and Polignac, D’llaussez, I'eyrunnet, 
illontbel, Kanvihe, and Uapelle, recom- 
mending the suppression of the jieiiodical 
jire.sy, on account of its seditiousness, which 
legal prosecutions had b' cii unable to con- 
trol ; and the re-constructioi. of Hie cham- 
ber of deputies, on the ground of its demo- 
cratic character. Tliis report appealed in 
the Momteur, on ‘he morning of Monday, 
July 26. On the same da) . and in the 
same paper, appeared the famous ordi- 
nances in conformity with the report, dated 
the ‘Jdtli, signed by the king and counter- 
signed by his ministers. By the first onli- 
nance, the liberty of the press is bujipressed, 
and no jourual allowed to be published 


without the authority of the government 
By the second, the chamber of deputies, 
which was to meet August 3rd is dissolved. 
By the third, a new scheme of election was 
introduced, which destroyed the franchise.s 
of three-fourths of the electors and reduced 
the number of deputies from 430 to 2.58 
members. Thus, the constitution was 
swept away by royal mandates, issued with- 
out colour of authority, beyond a manifest 
perversion of the 14th article of the Char- 
ter. Several hours elapsed before the or- 
dinances were generally known, nnd then 
the capital began to disjilay symptoms of 
rising agitation. The editors and proprie- 
tors efthe journals assembled, and having re- 
solved that the ordinances were illegal, they 
determined to publish their papers on the 
following day. A statement of their views, 
signed by thirty-eight persons, the con- 
ductors and proprietors of twelve journals, 
was published iii the NaiiojieU. “ In the 
situation in which we are placed,” said 
they, ‘‘obedience ceases to be a iluty. Wi* 
are dispensed fioin obeying. We resist 
the government in wliat concerns ourselves. 
It is for France to determine how far her 
resistance ought to extend.” Governineiit 
naturally anticipated a formidable resist- 
ance. But military precautions had been 
taken. The most energetic measures had 
been adopted by Polignac without coii.siilt- 
ing his colleagues, but in concert with 
marshal Marmont, duke of Ragusa, for se- 
curing the execution of the oriiinances by 
force of arms. On the day the ordinaiices 
were signed, the command of the wlmle 
gutrisoa of Paris was given to Marinoiit. 
It Consisted of 4,7;5() men of the gu.irds, 
4,400 troops of the line, 1,100 men l.elong- 
ing to the veter.in battalion, and 1.300 gen- 
darmes making in all, 1 l.oOO. (Jontonn- 
ably to their announcement, the journalists 
prepared to issue their papers on the -/ih, 
when the gendarmerie and other agents of 
police entered and began scattering the 
types and breaking the presses, wliich not 
being (piietly submitted to, crowds speedily 
collected round the scene of violence. The 
must resolute stand wa.s made at tin idKets 
of the Tftnps and j they reluaed 

admission to the police, and no bhicksinith 
Could he found who would pick the locks 
At last, the services of au artisan, employed 
to rivet the manacles of galley-si. ives, 
enabled them to enter. The electors ot 
Paris had met in the syacioiis ro'Jin where 
the usKuciatiou WiV/c tdiyCt le Cid t aulniC' 
held its 8itting.s, and with promj»t iinani- 
iiiity had determined to opjniso force to 
force, if the ordiumices were not iintne<l lately 
withdrawn. The plan of operations was 
soon decided on, Ueputations were to wait 
oil the manufacturers, printers, builders, and 

other capitalists, rerpiesting them to dis- 
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charge their work-people, which was done ; 
and on the 27th, 50,000 unemployed work- 
men were collected in different partH of the 
capital, in groups, crying Vive la Charte ! 
in presence of the royal guard. In the 
course of Tuesday, about thirty deputies, 
who had arrived in Paris preparatory t<j 
the opening of the chamber, met at the 
house of M. Casimir Perier. They were 
few in number, hut determined and resolved 
to encourage the rising of the people. The 
s(iuare of the Palais Royal, the rue St. 
llonore, and other adjacent streets were the 
places where the assemblages of the people, 
on the 27th, were the largest, and became 
the first scenes of the sanguinary sti lie that 
was about to commence. The troops were 
all under arms • on these points they were 
numerous, and without any provocation 
from the people except their cries, the mili- 
tary began to u-ie their arms. A charge of 
mounted gendarmerie took place, sabreing 
every body before them, and the infantry 
of tlie guards fired several volleys on the 
unarmed multitude. The first hostile act 
cm the popular side is said to have been a 
shot discharged from the Hotel Royal by 
jui KngUslunan, named Foulkes, 1’he fire 
was returned and Foulkes killed. Reports 
were spread of others killed or wounded, and 
of women among the sulferers. Indignant 
at the wanton shedding of blood, the citi- 
zens prepared to .act with energy. It was 
evident a deadly battle was to be fought, 
and the black flag, which was raised in 
various (piai'tevs, indicated the nature of the 
coming struggle. The night of the 27th was 
spent in preparation. Tlie citizens armed 
tliemselves in good earnest ; pistols, sabres, 
bayonets, and otiensive weapons of every 
desciiption, were laiil hold of. The shops 
of the armourers were visited, and they 
carried off' the arms and ammunition de- 
pDsiied in an unoccupied barrack. There 
were known to he d0,t)00 ctpiipments of the 
national guard in Paris, which Charles X. 
had ilishaiided. In every street men were 
employeil in digging up the large stones 
with which Fans is paved ; part of these 
were carried to the tops of tlie houses, and 
the rest, together with the omnibuses and 
tiacres, used in constructing across the 
stn?et.s barricades, at successive distances 
o( about fifty paces- Alany of the fine 
trees on the boulevards were thrown across 
Jbe road, and the lamps demolished or ex- 
it ti^ui^hed, By daybreak, on the 28th, the 
cuizens were nearly ready, an<l soon after 
Jiiiie o’clock shots be^an to fly. A bonfire 
at the end of the rue St. Denis, made of the 
vriiidow shutters of the QuntiUutme, was 
the first open symptom of war. Here and 
theue, a national guard began to he seen in 
'•uitonn, hastening, amidst the cl.eers of 
the people, to the Hotel dc \ ille. Purtiis 


of the cavalry and lancer. s galloped up and 
down, and occasionally a man, shot from a 
window or other retreat, was seen to full 
backward in his seat. At ten o’clock. 
Marinont formed six columns of attack, 
they were preceded by cannon, and directed 
to concentrate round the Hotel de Ville. 
For a moment, the populace yielded to the 
superiority of the artillery and regular 
troops. They abandoned the open jilaces 
and large streets, to take shelter behind the 
barriers and within the houses. From these 
points they kept up an incessant fire of 
musquetr}', and poured on the troops a 
shower of paving stones and other destruc- 
tive missiles. Notwithstanding, some of 
the advancing columns succeeded in pene- 
trating to the grand centre of attack, the 
Hotel de Ville. Here the fight was bravely 
maintained by the national guards. The 
fire of the defenders from the upper part 
of the building was unceasing, while the 
cannon of the assailants thundered from 
below. It was taken and retaken several 
times, the Swiss at last remaining masters, 
but they were forced to abandon their dear- 
bought conquest next morning. Amidst 
the conflicts of the day, Marshal Alarmont 
wrote to Charles X., at the palace of St. 
Cloud, saying, ‘‘ It is no longer a riot — it 
is a revolution. It is urgent your majesty 
should take the means of j)acification.” 
The king returned by an aide-de-camp a 
verbal message to the marshal, urging him 
“To be firm, to unite his forces in the Ca- 
rousel and on the place Louis XV., and to 
act with masses.” The last words Charles 
twice repeated. The duchess of Beni and 
the dauphin were with the king, but did 
not speak. According to tlie testimony of 
M. Arago, the astronomer, Marmoni’s heart 
was never in the cause for which he was 
fighting, hut, as a soldier, he felt bound to 
obedience. {Ann. Reg, Ixxii. 200.) Count 
Lohau, general Gerard, and IMM. Lafittc 
Perier, and Mauguin, with the laudable 
design of stopping the carnage, waited 
upon Marmoiit at his head-ipiarteis, at the 
Tiiileries. Tliey pioposcil to stop the in- 
surrection by a repeal of the ordinances, 
the dismissal of ministers, and tlie assem- 
bling of the chambers. Prince de Polignac, 
who, with others of the ministers, was in an 
ap artment atijoining to the maishars, aji- 
peared inclined to listen to these proposals, 
hut hesitated, and finished by declaring 
that the ordinances could not be withdrawn. 
It onlv remained, therefore, to continue the 
bloody strife. In the course ot the day,^ 
Marnumt had declared Paris in a state ot 
sii'go. which su’ojected tlie inhabitants to 
muitial law, and lie issued warrants loi the 
arrest of M. Latitte and some others, hut, 
after his interview wdth the deputation, re- 
called the warrants. The citizens spent 
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the night of the 28th in strengthening their 
clei'eiices, in removing the slain, and provi- 
ding fur the wounded. Reports of fire- 
arms continued to be heard till midnight, 
which, with the noise of the breaking up 
of pavements and the erection of fresh bar- 
ricades, showed that the struggle was not 
over. At half-past three in the morning, 
the tocsin began to sound, and cries of 
j4ux aitnes / were heard in various (quarters. 
On the third day, two regiments of the 
line joined the people. At ten o’clock, the 
citizens of St. Jaques, St. Germain, the 
Odeon, and Gros Caillou, excited by the 
sound of the tocsin from almost all the 
churches, and by shouts of Airc /« Chart e I 
came forth in arms, the mass amounting to 
5,000. They had to combat the deiciiders 
of the Louvre and the Tuileries. The at- 
tack began in the Garden of Infants. The 
royal guard permitted the first assailants 
to approach, and there the contest ended 
almost as soon as it was begun, by the 
slaughter of the front rauk. Almost at the 
same instant, fresh assailants drove back 
the defenders of this important post. In 
the midst of a constantly rolling fire, the 
iron railings were broken down. This ma- 
noeuvre, which, ill the eud, made the citi- 
zens masters of the Tuileries, was efi'ected 
with extraordinary resolution and rapidity. 
Still resistance was offered, with bloody 
obstinacy, on other points, particularly the 
Pavilion of Flora, from which a slaughter- 
ing fire had been kept up from seven in the 
morning on the Pont Royal. As soon as the 
Pavilion was taken, every article of furniture 
and thousands of scattered papers, among 
which were proclamations to the troops, 
were thrown out of the window’s. Twice ihe 
palace of the Tuileries was taken and aban- 
doned, but at half-past one the citizens w ere 
finally victorious, and two tri-coloured Hags 
were placed on the central pavilion. Mar- 
mont, finding all was lost, withdrew his 
troops, and hy three o’clock in the afternoon 
of the 2yth Paris was left entirely at the 
command of the triumphant population. The 
national guard was organized, and the vete- 
ran of patriotic revolutions, general Lafay- 
ette, took the command. In their glorious 
struggle, the citizens were assisted hy some 
old soldiers of the empire, and the popds 
of the Polytechnic School who gallantly 
led them to thechnrge, and whose military 
studies qualified th, ‘u to direct their ope- 
rations effectively. The slaughter was 
great, especially, as might he expected, of 
the civic combatants, but the prize, con- 
tended for was worthy the sacrifice. Of 
the citizens, 390 were killed on the spot, and 
of 2,500 wounded, 30G died. Of the royal 
guard, 375 were killed and wounded, and 
of genflannes 202. It appeared on the 
iubsequent trial of Polignac and his col- 


leagues, that the commanders of corps car- 
ried about with them written orders to firo 
on the people without reserve or waiting 
for directions from the civil power. The 
soldiers were encouraged to fight by a la- 
vish distribution of money, 9/4,291 francs 
having been issued for the purpose by M. 
Montbel, the minister of finance. During 
tho memorable three days, the weather 
was uncommonly fine. 

30. Charles X. retires to Rambouillet. 

31. The Chamber of Deputies voted 
that the ordinance for their dissolution 
being contrary to the charter, they are le- 
gally constituted. They, then resolved that, 
the safety of the state requiring an iniine- 
diate governor, Louis Philip, duke of Or- 
leans be recpiested to accept the office of 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom. The 
duke, who hud arrived in Paris ihe pre- 
ceding night, and who was assisted by 
the councils of piiuce Talleyrand, ileclared 
his acceptance of the office, and issued a 
proclamation to the Parisians, concluding 
with the einpdiutic pledge, The charter 
will hencetorlh be a truth.” 

Aug. 3. Chambers opened by the lieu- 
tenant-general. About 200 deputies weie 
present. The galleries were crowded with 
peers, general officers of the old army, tlie 
diqdomatic body, &c. The duke pronoun- 
ced his speech with an audible voice, rik! 
referred, with emphasis, to violations of tlie 
charter, and to guarantees against futuru 
encroachments. “Attached,” said he, “by 
inclination and conviction to the princijilc 
of a free government, 1 accept, before- 
hand, all the couseijuences of it.” 

5. Mr. Brougham elected member for 
the county of York. Alluding to the revo- 
iutiun in France, and to the probable policy 
of the Kurojiean governnieiits in conse- 
quence, he told the electors that Knglaml 
was bound over in heavy recognizances to 
keep the peace ; a debt of 800 inillions was 
the amount of our recognizances, and lie 
had no fear they would be broken.” L)|» 
to the present time, the learned gentleman, 
during his long parliamiMitary carter had 
sat for one of the nomination boroughs of 
the w hig lords ; after his unsuccessful stand 
for Liverpool, in 1812, he was without a 
seat fur three sessions ; but was again 
brought into the house of commons for lord 
Darlington’s borough of Winchilsca, at. tho 
request of earl Grey, and which he con- 
tinued to represent till returned by the in- 
dependent constituency of Yorkshire. 

Nkw Fubncu CiiAttTER.-— In a sitting 
of the chamber of Deputies it was resolve 
that on agreeing to certain modifications 
in the charter oiTLqpU XVII I., the dukeo 
Orleans should be acknowledged sovereign, 
with right of perpetual succession in his 
malt desceudautSj in order of primogeniture 
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tinder the title of the king of the French^ 
the title of ‘‘ kiu|f of France'^ being aban- 
doned as savouring of feudality ; France 
belonging to Frenchmen, not the king. The 
preamble and various clause < iu the old 
charter were suppressed ; others were altered 
on important points. No state religion 
is acknowledged, but the ministers of all 
sects of Christian denominations to be sup- 
ported at the public expense. The king is 
tlie supreme head of the state; he may 
make regulations necessary to the execu- 
tion of the laws, but has no suspensive 
power. The initiation of laws, their enact- 
ment by majorities of the two chambers, 
v.'itlithe sanction of the king, the contem- 
poraneous session i»f the two chambers, tlie 
election of a speaker or president, and the 
settlement of the civil list during the whule 
reign, are assimilated to the English prac- 
tice. The sittings of the peers are made 
public ; they were private under the old 
c'.iarter. Deputies to be elected for five 
yi*!irs, ill lieu of a renewal of one-fifth every 
year. Persons eligible to be elected depu- 
ties at 30 years of age in lieu of 40, and 
electors to vote at llo in lieu of 30. Lasiiy, 
all the peerages created during the reign of 
diaries, 03 in number, are iiuoulled. The 
piers took no part in the framing of the 
new constitution, further than to signity 
their adhesion to all its articles, with the 
excejition of that which dis<iualified the 
members of their own body, leaving it “ to 
the high prudence of the prince lieutenant- 
gerieral.*' 

y. Louis Philip took the oath faithfully 
In observe the constitutional charter, in the 
liresence of tlie chamber of deputies. He 
then addressed, in a short speech, the as 
seinhled pi ers and deputies, saying, that he 
“ liad maturely weighed the imjiortant 
‘bitios imposed upon him, and he was con- 
scious of being able to fulfil them.” The 
hall resounded with accluinatiotis ; and the 
king returned to the Palais Royal, where 
he gave a grand dinner to the peers, depu- 
ties, and others distiiiguisluul by talent or 
social position. At night, Paris was illu- 
nii Dated. 

17. Charles X. arrived in Fingland. 

Meeting at the London Tavern, at 
which an address, from the pen of Dr. liow- 
J>«g, to the citizens of Paris, congratulating 
them on the July revolution, was ntiam- 
niously agreed to. Henry Warburton, 
M.P., in the chair. 

/u. Revoi.ution in Bki.gil’ii. — ^I' he 
spirit of resistance, which had been awa- 

encd by the events in France, visited 

russels with a revolution, no less iinex- 
piicted and rapid than tiuit which had oc- 
curred in Paris. When Belgium was 
ji'ined to Holland, in 1815. to form the 
^'iigdom of the Netherlands, the union 
was one of convemenco on the part of the 


allied sovereigns, by whom it was negotia- 
ted, to raise a powerful bulwark on the 
[ frontier of France : it was not attended by 
any congeniality of habits or interests in 
the communities who were thus joined to- 
gether. There were differences of national 
character, of religion, and, in some measure, 
of language. The Belgians considered the 
union compulsory, and the term.s of it un- 
equal. They complained that the king 
himself, a Dutchman and stadtholder of 
Holland, sacrificed his acquired dominions 
to his hereditary ; that Dutchmen were al- 
lowed a monopoly of offices; that they 
were taxed for Dutch debts and Dutch ob- 
jects ; that their religion, and institutions 
for education connected with it, was dis- 
couraged ; that their own language even 
had been banished from their courts of law ; 
that Belgium, in short, was governed as a 
conquered province, not as an integral por- 
tion of an independent national federation ! 
These grievances had formed the topics of 
complaint in the liberal newspapers, during 
the past year, and their editors, M. 
Potter, Tielmons, and Baitels, had been 
the subject of government prosecutions. 
The catholic priests were also among the 
discontented. They complained of the no- 
miuatiun by the king of certain high ec- 
clesiastical dignitaries, and of his interfer- 
ence in the catholic seminaries of edu- 
cation. This was nearly the state of affairs, 
when on the 25th a riot broke out at Brus- 
sels, directed against a local tax. enhancing 
the price of bread. The vengeance of the 
populace was chiefly directeil against the 
NiUionui, a newspaper in the interest of the 
Dutch party, and against the ininister of 
justice, M. Van Maanen, whose house was 
attacked, gutted, and burnt to the ground. 
The rioters broke into the wine and spirit 
shops, and obtained a supply' of arms from 
the guii-siiiiths. The troops were called 
out, they fired and blood was shed. But 
the rioters, instead of being discouraged, 
became exasperated. The streets were 
about to become the scene of terrible con- 
flicts. when the military, taught by the re- 
cent lesson in Paris of tlie risks of street 
warfare with a furious multitude, withdrew, 
leaving the insurgiMits masters of the city. 
A burgher guard, on the plan of the French 
national guard, was then formed of the 
middle classes, for the protection of pro- 
perty, a provisional authoiity established, 
and communications opened with the go- 
vernment at the Hague. Insurrectioii.s 
speedily followed at Liege, Namur, and 
other cities, and an unauinious and invete- 
rate spirit of hostility to the union with 
Holland speedily showed itself through the 
Netherlands. The prince of Orange re- 
paired to Brussels to receive a repie.seiita- 
tion of grievances ; but was not permitted 
to enter the city accompanied by the troops: 
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he praised to use his good offices with his terestedness ; nor was he distinguished for 
father and the States-General. eloquence : he had neither the graces of 

Sept, & Riot at Oxford, in which the diction, fluency, nor readiness of speech ; 
military, who were conducting some pri- but was acute, full, and correct in in- 
soners to the castle for rioting and trespass formation, and was listened to with de- 
on Oimoor, were attacked by the populace ference by the house of commons, i;spe- 
and the prisoners rescued. daily on commercial subjects, with the 

8. Insurrection at Brunswick, which principles and statistics of which he was 

continued sonte days, during ^hich the well acquainted. = His life had been mostly 
paliice was set on fire and destroyed. The spent in office, to which he was passionately 
reigning duke, who had rendered himself attached, and at the last unhappy catas- 
odious by his weakness and tyranny, fled trophe seems to have been engaged, in con- 
to England ; but, at length, prince William, cert with Mr. Holmes, in an amicable over- 
his brother, with the assistance of a burghtjr ture to the minister by whom he had bteii 
guard, succeeded in restoring tranquillity. haughtily treated. ' * 

9. Political commotion at Dresden; a l5. Died ih Frith-street, Soho, in his 

few days after which, the king of Saxony, fifty-second year, William IIazlitt, a 
Anthony, resigned his authority to his ne- gifted but eccentric writer on general lite- 
phew, Frederick, whom he appointed ne- rature. He was a native' of Maidstone, 
gent. There were also commotions at B^er- and the son of a dissenting minister, and at 
lin, Hamburgh, Hesse Darmstadt, and an early period of life applied himseif to 
other places in the northern parts of painting, which, as a profession, he'soon re> 
Europe. ' linquished for the kindred uiie of letters, 

15. Dratu op Mu. IIuskisson. — ^To- though he always retained an intense love 
day was fixed for the opening of the Liver- for the productions of the pencil, on which 
poul And Manchester Railway ; it had been he could descant with great taste, fancy, 
four years in progress, and up to May 3r and eloquence. Thu first acknowledged 
the expenditure on the works amounted to production of his pen was an' ‘‘ Essay on 
'’,391, Gob/. The duke of Wellington, Mr. the Principles of Human Action;’’ a suh- 
lluskisson, and other putdic characters, had ject, perhaps, not the most happily chosen 
Deen invited to be present at the opening for a maiden attempt, nor the best suited 
ceremony. A very handsome carriage, to the intellect of IIazlitt, which, though 
prepared for the duke, led the procession bolt^ and acute, hardly possessed the 
from Liverpool. At Parkfield. the engines strength and coherence essential safely to 
sto])ped to renew the feeders an<l take in a conduct him through the iecessea»of lueta- 
supply of fuel. Here, contrary to the printed physical phib sophy. His “Characters of 
directions of the directois, several gentle- ^hakspeare's Plays” was a in^ue succtsstul 
men descended from the carriages, among Work, aitracted much notice and procurid 
tliem, Mr. iluskisson. • Mr. William great credit for the writer. Jt was in ciiti- 
Holiiies, M. P., thinking the moment fa- cisra, pot try, and the fine ai U, in ski tclu-s 
vouruble for hrir^ing Mr. Huskissun and of life, maimers, and public charaett rs, that 
the duke together, and for producing a re- Mr. Haxlitt excelled and threw oil iinpres- 
newed good feeling between them, led Mr. ions, not always correct in the drawing, 
Huskissun round to that part of the car mt possessing much general beauty, loict*. 
where the duke was stationed, v>hoperceiv- 1 and originality. He was, however, very 
ing the advance of the hon. gentleman, | unequal ; much of what^he wrote niigla 
imiiiediutely In ld out his hand to liini, liave been advantageously omitted ; and lu 
which was shaken ina very cordial manner, straining after vulgar effect he fell intoex- 
At this moment, the Rocket was j ei‘ce>ved aggeratioiis in style and sentimeiit IR* 
to be on the advance, and there wds a ge- was an uncdhipromising liberal in jjolitics, 
neral cry Gpt in! Get in ? Mr. lluskissoii and seemed to carry out his own notion ol 
hesititing, was knocked down the steam- a true partisan in being “ a good Inter ; 
carriage, which went over his thigh and and, on the other hand,' he was not deli- 
lacerated him in so dreadful a munm r as to cient in the opposite extreme of being 
occasion his death the following night. On rather indiscrimiuative in his idolatry, ol 
being raised frotn the ground, by the Earl which his “ Life of Napoleon’' is an la- 
of WiUoii and Mr, Parkes, Mr, Husktsson stance. Mr. Huzlitt delivered two or moie 
said, This is my death — God, forgive me courses of Lectures on the British puc^ 
An occasion of very natural exultation was and writers of the Klizuhethan age. 
thus converted into one of moiirnin-, Ho was a profuse contributor .oi essa}^ 

Iluskissoii was in the GOth year of his age, and criticisms to the London newspaper 
and, with lord Dudley, headed a small but and penodicill press ; and wrote a eurioiL 
clever |Jolitical section, of which the Grants, ]mbUcation, The Modern Pygmalion, 
lord Palmerston, and Mr. William Lamb, giving an account of his ’ 

were ineifiher.s. He did not stand high, after the manner of b>« ^ ‘ ^ 

auy more th'Ai his party, for public diain- author Rousseau, in -toniess 
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Hazlitt was partly a Robert 'Bums in 
prose, 

21. Dutch Assault on Brussels. — 
The populace who had driven out of the 
ci'y the Dutch troops (,Aug, 25), finding 
their authority superseded hy the burgher 
guard, rose and overpowered them. These 
divisions, between the middle and working 
classes, seemed to present a favourable op- 
portunity to* the Dutch to recover possession 
of the city and crush the rebellion in its 
birth-place. They advanced toward.s Brus- 
sels, but the insurgents, aided by a deter- 
mined ^bdy of 300 men from Liege, pre- 
pared to give them a warm reception. Bar- 
ricades were formed at the gates ; the pave- 
ment torn up, and the stones carried to the 
tops of the housesTimiig the streets through 
which the troops would have to advance. 
The assault began on the 2l8t. The gate 
was speedily cleared the artillery, but 
when the troops came to advance up the 
streets they were overwhelmed from above 
with showers of stones, heavy pieces of fur- 
niture, hatchets, ami every species of 
missile. Atone point they were success- 
lul, but could not penetrate farther than 
the park and upper part of the town. On 
the two ‘following days the conflict was 
kept up with unahated spirit on both sides, 
hut tile troops gained no advaiitage, and the 
insurgents kept their ground. On the night 
of the 22d, a rumour was spread that the 
city would he delivered up to plunder for 
two days if mastered, which induced the 
vloher citizens to jom the populace. Hos-^ 
tilities did not entirely cease till the 27th, 
when prince Frederick, finding to carry and 
retain the city would he a hojieless attempt, 
ret.oated. The loss on the side of the iii- 
haliitauts was 1G5 killed and 311 wounded. 
Fivil war had now openly commenced, and 
Dct. 4th., the piovisional government issued 
a ]iroclamatioii declaiiiig the iiulependeiice 
of Bi lgiuin. As yet, Ghent and Antwerp 
had taken no part in the insurrection ; hut 
tluee weeks alter, the inhabitants of the 
1 ‘tier rose against the Dutch giirrison, and 
throwing open tlieir gates to the Belgians, 
comjielled general Chasse to take shelter in 
the citadel, whence he began to cannonade 
the town with red-hot shells and balls, 
doing immense damage, the city being set 
oil fire in ditferent parts and many lives 
lost. It was, at length, agreed to suspend 
the firiii|T, ou condition that the Belgic 
auxiliaries retired, leaving Antwerp to the 
care of its inhabitants, and the Dutch re- 
maining in possession of the citadel. So 
tar, the progress of events had been unin- 
errupted by the interference of foreign 
poweis. The kingdom of the Netherbiiuls, 
•IS heluro stated, had been created by Great 
ntaiu, Austria, Prussia, Russia, and even 
ranee had been u party to it. Upon this 
ground, they assumed a right of mvdiatiou 
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between the belligerents ; and on the 4th 
November a protocol was signed at London, 
declaring thM hostilities should cease, ami 
that the troops of the contending parties 
should retire within the limits which, pre- 
vious to May 30, 1814, separated Belgium 
from the United Provinces. 

30. The independence of the South Ame- 
rican republics is acknowledged by France. 

Oct, 5, Proclamation issued by the pre- 
sident of the United States, declaring tlio 
ports of that country open to the British 
trade, aud the repeal of the laws restricting 
the intercourse with British colonial ports. 

9. Intelligence of the loss of eighteen 
ships engaged in the northern whale fish- 
ery : the crews were saved. 

U* Grand dinner at Birmingham, to 
c#U*brate recent events in France, to wliich 
37(U) pel sous sat down. 

14. Several parishes of the metropolis 
passed resolutions agaipst the New Police. 
They objected chiefly to the increased ex- 
pense it imposed on the inhabitants. 

17. Tumults at Paris, in consequence 
of a law having been introduced for abolish- 
ing the punishment of death for political 
offences, which the populace consideied an 
indirect attempt to save the lives of the Po- 
lignac ministry. Disturbances quelled by 
the national guard. 

26. Meeting of the New Parlia- 
ment. — The elections had gone strongly 
ug.iinst ministers. The chief whig and tory 
borough proprietors had been opposed to 
them ; events in Fiance had also operated 
unfavourably, ll had been currently repre- 
sented that prince Polignachad been made 
minister by the influence of the duke of Wel- 
lington, and that the latter, if he had not 
suggested, had approved of his policy, 
though he might now dislike the rashness 
with which its»?xecution hadbeen attempted. 
There was no truth in this representation, as 
the prompt acknowledgment of the govern- 
ment of Louis Philip by the duke attested ; 
but it had answered the temporary purpose 
of declamation and excitement during the 
elections. So strong was the general feel- 
ing against the ministry, that not a single 
cabinet i^inister obtained a seat by any 
thing approaching to an open aud popular 
election. Llverp6ol had again ret urned the 
late Mr. Iluskisson and general Gascoyne, 
boih of them hostile, though on different 
grounds, to the administration. The econo- 
mical labours of Mr. Hume recommended 
him to the multitudinous freeholders of 
Middlesex; ; and Mr. Brougham, as befora 
•noticed, was returned for Yorkshire, though 
wholly uucoiuiectcHl with that great county. 
Two biotliera of Mr. Secretary Peel and his 
brother-in-law lost their elections. Mr. 
Croket vvas ejected from Dehlin university 
on account of his pro-cathohe vote. ^Tho 
results of the elections were as 
® 3 M . 
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follows. Of the 82 members returned hy^ 
the English counties, only 28 were steady 
adherents of the ministry ; 47 were avowed 
adherents of the opposition, and 7 were 
neutral. Of thirteen great cities and 
boroughs returning 28 members, only three 
seats were held by decided ministerialists, 
24 by decided op])08itionist8. Of 236 mem- 
bers returned by elections, more or less 
popular, in England, only 79 were ministe- 
rial votes; 141 were in avowed opposition, 
and 16 of a neutral cast. Ministers, there- 
fore, could only look for a majority among 
the close boroughs and the Scotch mem- 
bers ; and among these, the great families 
that commanded the largest number of 
members were among their opponents. The 
following is a classification of the new par- 
liament, according to the interests and con- 
nexions of the members 

Agricultural Interests • . 356 

East India Interests • • 62 

West India Interests • . 35 

Bankers . • . * . 33 

Officers in the Arm}' . . 89 

Officers in the Navy • . 24 

Lawyers 54 

Placemen and Pensioners . 219 

Relations of Peers • • • 256 

Miscellaneous «... 51 

Many of the members belonged to several 
classes or interests, which being en«imerafed 
in each swells the nominal number above 
653. 

28. Their majesties visit Drury-lane 
theatre. 

30. A public meeting of the magistrates 


and concluded with expressing reliance on 
the firmness and wjsdom of parliament. 
Addresses in both houses were carried with 
out a division, but not without discussion. 
Earl Grey took occasion to urge the neces- 
sity of an immediate reform of Parliament, 

hich elicited from the duke of Wellington 
a declaration that the legislature deserved 
and possessed the co^ifidence of the country; 
that it cou/ti not (fe improved ; and that he 
was determined to oppose any measure for 
that'purpose, if brought forward. This un- 
called for and haughty interdict, both as 
respected the present and future pros]>ects 
of rt fonn, excited a strong and indignant 
feeling among the people. In the commons, 
Mr. Brougham gave notice that he would 
that day fortnight submit to the house a 
proposition on parliamentary reform. Next 
day, on bringing up the report 4>ii the a*!- 
dre.ss, Mr. Tennyson and other members 
took occasion ti> comment on the declara- 
tion of the minister against reform. 

3. Change in the French ministry, 

hich is now c»)mposed as follows : — M. 
LaBtte, president of the council and mii;is- 
ter of finance; Marshal Maison, minister 
of foreign affairs ; Count Montalivet. mi- 
nister of the interior M. Dupont de I'Kore, 
keeper of the seals ; Muishul Soult, ministei 
of war ; M. Merithon. minister of pul'lic 
nstructioii ; and General Sehastiant, minis- 
ter of the marine. 

7. Intended visit of the king to tlie city 
n lord-mayor’s day postponed by tlie jo!- 
vice <»f his mini-Hters. They had rect ivtd a 
great many letters from individuals, 
sing them of the unfavourable rece\>fu>n 


and landowners of Kent, held at Canter- 
bury, to consider the alarming state of that 
county, at which the necessity of taking 
uieasures to alleviate the distresses of the 
labourers was conceded, as well as active 
precautions against the destruction of theii 
property by incendiary fires. 

Aw. 2. King's Spkech. — The com 
mons having again chosen Mr. Manners 
Sutton for their speaker, isid the members 
taken the oaths, the first session of the new 
parliament was opened by h speech from 
the throne. His majesty informed them of 
the alteration that had taken place in the 
reigning family of France ; deeply regretted 
the state of afi’airs in the Low Countries, 
and expressed the intention of endeavouring, 
in concert with h.H allies, to devise means 
to restoie tranquillity; held out hopes of an 
amicable arrangement being made with 
the reigning power of Portugal; recom- 
mended a provision for a regency in case 
of a demise of the Crown ; placed the he- 
reditary revenues at the disposal of the 
commons ; lamented the destiuction of pro- 
perty by fire and the breaking of ma- 
chinery ; expressed satisfaction at the con- 
tinuance of peace and commercial pros['erity, 


they were likely to receive; among them, 
»>m; from Mr. Cluirles Pearson, and another 
from Mr. John Key, the lord-nmyor cdect, 
who suggested to the duke of M’elhngton 
that he should come “ strongly and suHi- 
ciently guarded.” During the Satindjiy 
and Sunday, imlustrions attempts had I eeii 
made by placards to inflame the ]»uhlic 
mind against the royal speech, the anti- 
reform declaration of the duke, and the now 
metropolitan police. It is likely then* would 
have been riot and perhaps bloodshed, juid 
it was to avoid these his grace advised llmt 
the king’s visit should be postponed. “ H 
firing had begun,” said the duke to • 
Knighton, “ who could tel\ where it wou.d 
end? 1 know what street-firing i» : 
guilty persop would fall, and ton innocen 
he destroyed. Would this have' been w^* 
or humane, for a little bravado, or that 
country might not have been alarmon tor n 
day or two?”— (Sir W//iaw Knighton 9 
MemoirSf //., 182.) n 

8. Upon the motion of the marquis 
I.unsdowne, consWerahle discussion 
on the abandonment of the ^ i 

the city. Karl ««•>'. 
and other contended that the j 
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ponement was uncalled for ; that it had ex- 
cited needleis alarm, apd produced an extra- 
ordinary de])reiiiion of the fundg. The 
subject was also agitated in the house of 
commons. Ministers defended themselves 
oil the ground of the nptnerous comuiunica- 
tions they had received cunfirmatury of in- 
tended tuitiult and outrage. 

Pi. The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
having submitted his fesolutions to the 
house for the settlement of the Civil List, 
vSir H. Parnell, complaining of its waht of 
economy and the confusion of its details, 
gave notice of a motion that it be referred 
to a select committee. 

15. According to notice, Sir H. Parnell 
moved for a select committee, which, after 
a considerable debate, was carried against 
ministers by 233 against 204, leaving them 
ill a minority of 29. 

If). Ministers resign their places. 

22. Eaiii. Grey’s Ministry. — ^T he with- 
drawal of the support of the wlii^s. and the 
composition of the new parliament, as al- 
ready described, unaided by the indiscre- 
tions of its chief, are sufficient to account 
for the disHolntion of the Wellington cabi- 
net. On the day the new ministry kissed 
hands on their appointinents, lords Grey 
and l.aiisduwiie look occasion to declare in 
the Lords the principles upon which they 
with other members of the ailministratum 
Iiad accepter! office. These were peace 
lelrenchineut, ami reform. Some hast; 
expressions of Mr. Hrongham led to rumom 
that he would not form part of the new 
ministry, and that he intended to follow up 
the notice he aad given by hiinging forwar ' 
the subject of parliamentary reform. Thes 
proved premature. The celebrated refmnQ 
ministry consisted of the hdlowing mem- 
bers 

Karl Grey, First l^ird u f the Treasury^ 

Marquis of Lansdowne, Lord t^rcsulent, 

Lnrd Uroughavn, Lt^rd Chanc(>ltor. 

V iscount Altliorp, Chancellor of the Ear- 
chequer. 

\ iscount Melbourne, Home Secretary. 

\ iscount l^almerston, Foreiyn Secretary 
iscount Goderich, Colonial Secretary, 

Lord Durham, Lord Privy Seal. 

Lord Auckland, President of the Uoord of 
Trade and Master of the Mint. 

Sir James Graham, First Lord of the Ad-- 
miralty. 

Lord Holland, Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Ijonvaster. 

Charles Grant, President of the India 
Hoard. 

Karl of Carlisle, No Office. 

The above formed the Cabinet. 

C. . W. \Vyiiu, Secretary at IVar. 

Sir James Kenijit, Master General qf the 
Ordnance^ 


Lord John Russell, Paymaster Central. 
George Agar Ellis, First Commissioner 
of Land Revenue, 

Duke of Richmond, Postmaster General, 
Robert Grant, Judge Advocate General, 

Sir Robert Spencer, Surveyor General, 
Lord Nugent, Robert. Vernon Smith, 
Francis Baring, and Hon. G. Ponsoii- 
by, Lords of the Treasury, 

Poulett Thomson, Fice- President of tJu 
Board of Trade, 

Duke of Devonshire, Lorrf Chamherluvi, 
Marquis Wellesley, Lord Steward. 

Earl of Albemarle, Master of the Horse, 
Marquis of Winchester, Groom of the 
Stole. 

Sir Thomas Denman, Attorney General, 

Sir William Horne, Solicitor General. 

Ireland : — 

Marquis Anglesey, Lord Lieutenant, 

Lord Plunkett, Lorrf Chanrellor. 

Hoii. E. G. S. Stanley, Chief Secretary, 
Edward Pennefather, Attorney General, 
Philip Crampton, .So/ict7or General. 

Sir John Byug* Comntander cf the Forces. 

Scotland : — 

Francis Jeffrey, Lord Advocate, 

Henry Cockhurii, Solicitor General. 

Mr. Brougham's patent of peerage had 
md readied the clerk uV paiUameut on the 
22u(l, so he could only take his place on 
the woolsack us sjwaker, in viitue ot his 
office as lord chancellor. 

29, Polish Insuhkkction. — T he flame 
of popular insurrection, which had visited 
France, Jfelgiiun, and Germany, .^preuii 
eastward to PolamL Here, houever, the 
insurrection did not upjiear fo rise imme- 
di.dely from political ilisconfent.s, hut to 
have been the instnnfaiieous result of an 
insulting proceeding on the jiut of the 
viceroy, the grand duke C'onstantine, wlu»se 
savage character had excludeil him Irom 
pojmlarity wherever his power had been lelt. 
He had taken offence at the young men 
attending the military school at Warsaw, 
lierause at a social banquet they had toasted 
ilu? memory « f Kosciusko. For this he or 
dered Stuiie of the young men to he floggt'il, 
and others of them to he sent to prison. To 
resi t this tyrannical proceeding, and exact 
vengeance lor the disgrace of the puuish- 
meiir, tlieir companions rose in arms on the 
29th inst. The Russian guards were called 
out to suppress them, and immediately the 
Polish regiments, who formed part of the 
garrison, joined the students. As the con- 
test became hotter, national antipathy 
roused the townspeople. Assisted hy tlie 
troops, they forced their way into the arse- 
nal and supplied themselves with arms. 
This great accession of strength decided 
the day ; the Russian troops, after a bloody 
contest in the streets of IVaisaw, were 
driven out of the city and compelled to rw 
3 M 2 
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lire to the other side of the Vistula. The 
^raud duke himseli* narrowly escaped from 
liis palace. The Pules being thus masters 
of the city^ a provisional administration was 
formed, consisting of the most popular and 
influential of the nobility. Two commis- 
sioners were sent to Petersburg, in order, if 
possible, to effect an amicable settlement 
with the emperor. But Nicholas refused 
to listen to their representations, and issued 
a proclamation, in which he threatened to 
inflict on the Poles the most severe {lunish- 
ment for what he described as ** their horrid 
treason.’* The Pi»les, undismayed, prepared 
to meet t^ie terrible conflict that awaited 
them, and, after the manner of old Rome, 
niiule choice of a *• Dictator,” general Joseph 
Ciopicki. 

Dec. 17. Dkath ov Simon Bomvar. — 
The Liberator expired at San Pedro, a vo- 
luntary exile, in the 48th year of his age. 
He was of noble parentage, lM)rn in the city 
of Caraccas, hut educated i:i Europe. It 
was by his heroic exertions the repubijc of 
Columbia had been established, and he ge- 
nerously lent his aid to establish the inde- 
pendence of Pern. Bolivar was a man of 
splendid abilities and magnanimous dispo- 
sitions. Brave, eloquent, energetic, and 
untiring, he never ceased to struggle, often 
under the must disheartening reverses, 
against the yoke of Old .Spain, till he 
finally achieved the deliverance of his 
country. He seems, however, not to liave 
been so successful in civil government as in 
his military enterprises. An ur<Ient lover 
of fume, the Culumliians were apprehensive 
he might tread in the steps of Napi»leon, 
rather than those of Washington. It was to 
qu-.et these apprehensions that Bolivar, in 
the preceding April, liad resigned the office 
of p:esident, and which, he said, he did to 
remove all sus]'iciun of his ambition, and 
with a sincere wish to promote the welfare 
of the republic. The people soon became! 
sensible that they had done their great 
leader injustice, and his restoration was 
only prevented by his premature death. 

21. Trial of the French ministers, Pu- 
ligiiac, Peyronnet, Chautelau/e, ami Raii- 
ville, for high treason, concluded ; being 
found gniity, they were sentenced to per- 
petual imprisomi.ent. Acciisiitioiis had 
iil.so been carried in the chaudier of deputies 
against the other .iaisteis M. M, D’llnu- 
*ez. Capelle, and ^loutbel, ’.^ho, more for- 
tunate tl»an their cwlleagues, bad succeeds d 
in their flight. The trial beg. i on the I5ih, 
and the duration of each sitting w.t* from 
ten in tire morninfr till four in the afler- 
nooii. About IfiO peers were generally 
present. The first three days were devoted 
lo examining the accused and to hearing 
anil reading the eval^uico; the remainder 
cf the time Wits occtaJed by the speeches 


of the commissioners appointed by the 
chamber of deputies to conduct the prose- 
cution, and by the defences of the counsel 
for the seveiul prisoners. 

26. General Lafayette resigns the com- 
mand of the national guaid of Franco. 

Inceniiiauy Fiues. — T he distressed con- 
dition of the agricultural population led to 
a novel s])ecies of outrage in the autumn of 
this year. The riotei-s tiid not assume the 
character of mobs, nor did they profess to 
seek any political object. Their attacks 
were directed against private property. 
Night after night, tires were lighted uji liy 
bands of incendiaries j corn-stacks, barns, 
farm-buildings, and live-stock were indis- 
criminately consumed. Bolder bands at- 
tacked mills and destroyed the machinery; 
and all threshing machines, in particular, 
were comlemnud. Threatening letters 
were circulated, demanding the raising of 
wages or the disuse of nmehiuery ; and the 
nightly exploits of the writer, insured atten- 
tion to their demands. These disorders be- 
gan in Kent almost before its harvest was 
over ; and during October, November, an«l 
December e-xtende<! into the counties ot' 
Hantf, IVilts, Rucks, Sussex, and Surrey. 
Throughout the whole of this district, a.l 
protection for property seemed at an end. 
Rai'.ds of rioters pillaged and destroyed du- 
ring tlie day ; and .so soon as night fell, 
sinuiltanecus conflagratioi.s, starting up in 
different quarUirs, .spiead over the country 
havoc and dismay. The military force in 
the di.sturbed counties was increased ; a 
proclamation was issued oflbriog a reward 
of 500/. for the conviction of any persnn 
concerned in lire raising, and special com- 
missions were appointed to proceed into llie 
shires where the outrages hud been com- 
mitted. 

Annua.. Ohiilauv. — Carlott.i Jiaclii- 
ma, queen-dowager of Portugal, 5.^; dau:;li- 
ter of Charles of Sjuinj inanied m 

1790 to the late John VI. In a dm l, in 
Battersea Fields, Oliver Claytm, mdlior 
of several pamphlets and of “Ten IMiics 
round London.” \V. Kyton Tookc, Ik A., 
24, a member of the Society for the Jdtin- 
sioii of Useful Knowledge : over-excitimi 
in literary pursuits is supposed to have pro- 
ilticed a morbid state of the brain, whii ii 
terminated in madness. Theodosia ilcau- 
champ, wife of Barry O’Meara, medical jd- 
tendant on Napoleon at St. Helena. Sn»! 
was the only daughter of- Sir K. Houghtmii 
and married, for her first husband, in l/^* 
captain Doncllati, who was hung at »» 
wick, April 4, 1781, for having, in the h..pa 
of inheriting the fortune, poisoned his w* 
only brother, sir K. A. Boughton. » 
he etfected by prussic aci<l distilled ron 
laurel leaves, which he contrived , 

admioUteredi iu lieu of mcdiciuci by ' 
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mothiT his victim. Inheritiii)r the for- 
tune her fiist husband had thus procured, 
her second hiisbiuid was Sir E. Leigh, 
(Ann, Reg. Ixxii., ‘2')0.) He died at Bath 
in 1818, and in 1823, s)ie married Mir. 
O'Meara. At his lodgiugn, in Ilanover- 
htieet, by suicide, lord Grav©'^, 54, commis- 
sioner of excise : he had lived separate from 
lady Graves some time, and some rumour, 
not creditable to her ladyship, had a fatal 
termination. At Paris, M. Benjamin Con- 
stant, 63, celebrated political writer and 
member of the chamber of deputies. Na- 
tlianitd Brassey lialhed, 79, eminent orien- 
talist and author of several learned works, 
illustrative of Hindoo history and literature. 
jMr. Ilalhed obtained a seat in the house of 
commons, and exhibited a melancholy ia- 
stiiiice of mental deltislon in his persevering 
patronage of the prophet Brothers, who^^e 
cuiifuieinent in Bedlam ho denounced as 
tyranmcal, and, at the same time, wrote a 
book to vindicate the reveries of the crazy 
enthusiast. At Paris, Marshal Gouvion St. 
Cyr, 60, author of Memoirs of the Italian 
Wars.'* Lady Augusta de Ameland, fourth 
daughter to the earl of Dunmore ; married 
at Hume, in 1793, to the duke of Sussex, 
whieh ceremony was repeated in England, 
but void by the Uoyal Marriage Act. A 
S(m, Augustus D'Este, and a daughter by 
his royal highness, survived her la<ly.ship. 
At Perugia, in Italy, Hippolyto Beudo, 121 ; 
abstemious in eating, hut drank regularly 
six bottles of wine per d<iy. At Paris, h. 
A. IVinsor, 07, founder of the gas-light and 
coke coin])any in London and of tire first 
gas compriny estnhlished in Paris. At 
(/aniherwell, Samuel Favell, 70, many years 
an active and useful member of the cum- 
m 111 council of l^uudon. At St. Leu, Louis 
Henry de Bourbon, prince of Condo, 75; 
tlie prince terminated his oxi.stencc by 
hanging liimself, under the excitement 
pio<iiuM*d by the July revolution. He be- 
‘pu athvd proper ty to the amount of fifteen 
rni'iions of francs to ’.he baroness of Feuch- 
Cfesan Kriglishwomaii, with whom he lived, 
'i’he rest of his immense wealtli was left to 
the duke d'Aumale, third sun of the king 
of the French. In Finsbury, John Mil- 
ward, 9.5, many years an active magistrate 
of Middlesex. He left 7.5, 000/. to V a nous 
charities of the metropolis, and the residue 
el his property to the London Hospital, 
Janies Humphrey, eminent lawyer and ju- 
ndical writer; atrthor of “ Observations on 
the Knglish Law of Heal Projrerty,” a work 
hat drew much attention. John Crowder, 
'1, ahlorinan of London and part pioprie- 
ot the Public Ledger, newspajier. Lord 
Henley, 78, diplomatist. At Paris, countess 
I.® 84, a French lady of great 

iterary celebrity. She was governesH to the 
nidree. of the duke de Chartres, with whom 


a liaion is reported to have subsisted. The 
duke was father to Louis Philip. Sir 
Thomas Lawrence, 71, celebrated portr.ait 
painter. The professional income of this 
popular artist was estimated at from 10,(l00/. 
to 1.5,000/. a-year, notwithstanding which, 
he died in embarrassed circumstaiices.chiefly 
from his profuse expenditure iu the pur- 
chase of scarce and valuable works of art. 
John Mitford, Baron Redesdale, 82, late 
lord chancellor of Ireland ; an able lawyer 
and legal writer. 

A. D. 1831. Jan, Special Commissions. 
— ^I'he two special commissions appointed 
at the close of the past year to try the 
rioters and incendiaries, completed in the 
present month their painful dut}'. On the 
9th, judgment of death was recorded 
against 23 prisoners for the destruction of 
a paper-machine in Buckinghamshire ; in 
Dorset, on the 11th, against 3 for ex- 
torting money and two for robbery ; at 
Norwich, 45 persons were convicted of ma- 
chiue-breakitig and riutiiig ; at Ipswich, 3 
for extorting money ; at Petworth, 26 for 
machine-breaking and rioting; at Glouces- 
ter, upwards of 30 ; at Oxford, 29 ; and at 
Winchester, out of 40 convicted, six were 
left fur execution, of whom, however, only 
two were executed. At Salisbury, 44 pri- 
soners w’ere convicted, of whom two were 
executfd on the 2')th, Altogether, upwards 
of bOO oii'enders were tried ; and all of those 
convicted were, with the exception of the 
four executed, sentenced to various terms 
of trauKportatiou and imprisonment. The 
prosecutions were firmly hut discreetly con- 
ducted ; and they checked the outrages 
against property, especially in the southern 
conn lies. 

10. Trial and conviction of Richard 
Carlile for a libel, tending to excite the 
iigticultural labourers to riot and the de- 
struction of property. Hy was sentenced to 
two years’ imp; isonment in the Compter, 
to pay a fine of 200/., and to find sureties 
to keep the peace for ten years. 

12. The t hoiera Mnrhm, which had been 
fatally prevalent at Moscow, extended to 
St, Peteisburgh. 

Felt. 1. At I he anniversary meeting of 
the Birmingham political union, Mr. Att- 
wood stated that the union had now on its 
IxHiks 9000 individuals paying from 4.v. to 
2/. 2«. eacli. 

3. Parliament re-assembled. Earl Grey, 
in the lords, and Visenuut Althorp, in the 
commons, announced that a plan ot parlia- 
mentary reform had been agreetl upon by 
ministers, which would he introiluced by 
lord John Russell. . 

Duke of Nemours eheted king of 
Belgium. The French king refusing his 
consent, lest the jealousy of other powers 
might be excited, the election became loiu. 
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7. The Now Testament prcsentedto the roughs, not having; a population of 2000 
king^ at Brighton* printed in ^old, on were to bu totally disfranchised ; and 47 
porcelain paper, and, tor the first time, sue- boroughs, with a population of only 4000, 
cessiully executed on both sides. the members returned by each to be reduced 

9. A meeting of the subscribers to a to one. Weymouth, which sent four mem- 
fund U) erect a monument to the memory bers, was to send two. This would reduce 
of the celebrated John Locke. The sub- the number of members 168 ; part of which 
scriiition had been open since 1806, and vacancies were tube supplied by giving re- 
amounted only to 846/.; which being insuf- presentatives to large towns, and byincreos- 
ficieut to defray the expense of a monument ing the number of county members. In bo- 
in St. Paul’s or Westminster Abbey, it was roughs, the elective franchise to be extemled 
resolved to erect one in the London Uni- to householders paying a 10/. rent ; in 
versity. counties, to copyholders of 10/. a-year, and 

11. Lord Althorp brought forward the leaseholders of 50/. per annum. Persons 

BunoET. It was proposed to abolish 210 already in possession of the right of voting 
places. The taxes on tobacco, newspapers, not to be deprived, if actually resident, 
and advertisements to be reduced ; those on For lessening the expenses of elections, 
coals, candles, printed cottons, and other non-resident electors to be disfranchised, 
articles, abolished. Reductions estimated and the duration of elections to be shortened 
at 4,080,600/. ; the new duties to be im- by increasing the facilities for taking the 
posed at 2,740,000/. It was proposed to tax poll. No compensation to be given to thy 
the transfer of funded property and passeii- proprietors of the disfranchised boroughs ; 
gers by steam- boats, but these propositions which was justified under the precedtoit of 
were abandoned. the forty-shilling freeholders of Ireland, 

12. Messrs. O'Connell, Steele, and Bar- who had received no compensation for the 

rett pleaded guilty to fourteen counts of an loss of their votes. As to the duration of 
indictment, charging them with holding po- parliaments, his lordship seemed favouniMu 
lilical meetings contrary to the proclamation to shortening them, but reserved th.it 
of the lord lieutenant. The act under which branch of retorm to a future and separa’c 
they were convicted expired, pending the occasion. He expressed doubts of the t x- 
general election of tliis year, before they pediency of voting by ballot, and concl i- 
were called up for Judgment, so that they ded with moving lor leave to bring in ali.l 
escaped punishment. for amending the representation in Knglaiul 

li). St, John Lung, against whom aver- and Wales. The bill was read a lust time 
diet of manslaughter ha<l been returned by without a division, after an auiinaled dis- 
a coroner’s jury in the cunc tif Mrs. Lloyd, cussiou that lasted seven days. The se oml 
whose death was alleged to have been reading was carried on the 2Jnd, after a 
caused by his medical practice, was tried debate of two days, by a ni.ijority of onk; 
and acquitted at the Old Bailey. His inode the numbers Iwiog 302 to 30l. The cliief 
of treatment was by rubbing and unction. objections against the bill were, that it re- 

20. Battle of Grochow, near Warsaw, duced the number of the house of cominmis; 
between the Poles and Russians. The con- that it was founded on the ba>is of pnjiulcc 
Hid was most obstinate ; the Russians hon, without reference to property or il»e 
losing 7000, the Poles 2000 men. payment of taxes ; and that it was a rul)l>ny 

22. New eh etion law introduced into of corporations, revolutionary and siiliviT- 
the French chamber of deputies. By this sive of the constitution. On the coimiiit- 
law the elective r^ualification is reduced ment, April 18 th, general Gascoyne niovtMi 
from 300 to 240 francs, paid in direct taxes, hat the numl^er of members ought not to 
and that of eligibility to the rank of deputy, be diminished. For the motion 299, ag;ur»J»t 
fiom 1000 to 500 francs. This alteration, t 291. Majority against ministers B, 
it is calculated, will augment the number Three days alter, ministers were again ile- 
of electors to 210, OOt). feated by 164 to 142. upon a question of 

Afar. I, Inthouootion of thh Rkforu adjournment, by which the voting ol sup* 
Bill.— This important measure was looked plies was postponed. Ministers then ten- 
forward to with ii.\.nse interest. It was dered the resignation of their offices to tlm 
introduced by lorn John Russell in a king, which he declined to accept. They 
speech remarkable for accuracy and re- next recommended that parliament slioiihj 
search. He aaid the grievan es m parlia- be dissolved, to which his majesty assentei 
meat ary representation, of which the people and promptly executed. In the two pr^' 
chiefly complained, were three : first, the trocted discussions on the Reform Bill, t le 
nomination of.members by individuals; se- chief speakers /or the measure 
eondiy, elections by close corporations ; .•klthorp, Hnnie, M^canley* Shiel, ^ 
and thirdly, the expenses of elections. It peth, Gisborne, K. G.S. btanley» Wy^y* * • 
was proposed to meet the first grievance by , James Graham, J). O’Connell, Hr. , 
the dWranchisemtnt of boroughs ; 60 ho- ington, lord Kbrington, Hobbouse, 
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Tavistock, lord Palmerston, Tennyson, lord 
Ilowick, U. Grant, Harvey, J. Wood, lord 
Stanley, alderman Waithman, T. Dun* 
combe, H. L. Bulwer, C. Grant, W. Caven- 
dish, Rice, J. Campbell, C. Ferj'ussun, sir 
T. Denman, and sir W. Horne ; against , — 
sir R. In^jlis, H. Twiss, lord Gower, sir 
Charles Wethcrell, viscount Mahon, Ba- 
ri nj;. lord Darlinj^ton, C. Wynne, IL Davies, 
sir R. Peel, col. Sibthorpe, sir G. Clerk, 
Tyrrell, North, W. Y. Peel, Bethell, Praed, 
]\I. Attwood, sir J. Yorke, Goulhurn, 
Courtenay, Croker, Calcratt, G. Barikes, 
K. Douglas, serg. Lefroy, sir G. Warren- 
der, Cartwright, sir R. Vyvyan, V. Sfuart, 
sir K. Sugdeii, lord Valletort, sir J. Shelley, 
Shaw, sir James Scarlett, sir T. Acland, 
general Gascoyne, Sadler, lord Stormont, 
sir R. Wilson, and S. G. Price. 

10. Kntry of the Austrian troops into 
■Modena for the purpose of suppressing t!»e 
insurrection there. They subsequently 
t )ok possession of other revel ed places, 
and succeeded in restoring the authorities 
that had tieeii deposed. 

1.3. M. Lahtte and most of his colleagues 
resigned ; the former succeeded by M. 
Casiiiiir Pericr. Sebastiani and Soult re^ 
t. lined their places at the hea<l of the foreign 
and war departments, A more firm resist- 
.iiice to the movement party was th ‘ anti- 
cipated policy of the new ministry. 

31. The Russians defeated at Wawz, 
u'itli the loss of 14,000 men, after a battle 
id* two days, by the Poles under gtmeral 
Skrzynecki. Loss of the Poles inconsider- 
able. 

Jpril 7. Revolution in Brazil. The 
ciiijieror, Don Pedro, abdicated in favour 
of his son, Don Pedro II., a child five years 
old, and embarkeil with the rest of his 
I'iunily on board a British ship of war. A 
reginicy was appointed to act in the name 
of the young emperor. Jealousy of the 
constitutioiiulists, whom the emperor had 
I'.droiiised, and who had arrived in great 
iMiinber in Brazil, af«er the triumph of his 
brother Miguel over the emperor’s daughter, 
Donna Maria, queen of Portugal, was the 
chief cauate of the discontents of the Bra- 
zilians. The military joined the natives in 
their defection. 

7. Miss Foote, the popular actress, mar- 
ried to the earl of Harrington. 

22. Parliament prorogued by the king, 
and the next day dissolved, liis majesty 
said he had determined on this step, to take 
tile sense of the people on a change in the 
representation. The anti-reformers depre- 
cated dissolution, and a tumultuous alteica- 
tum between them and their opponoiita was 
only interrupted by the sudden arrival of 
'be king. London and most other towns 
Wi re Illuminated in consequence, and the 
Windows of the lords Wellington and Lon- 


donderry, sir R. Peel, sir Robert Wilson, and 
others opposed to the reform bill, were broken 
by the populace. During the six months* 
duration of the Wellington parliament, the 
chief measures that had been completed 
were the repeal of taxes and the settle, 
ment of the civil list. The last was fixed at 
310,000/., which reduction was effected by 
transferring the charges unconnected with 
the royal maintenance and dignity to the 
other departments of the public expenditure. 
The civil list pensions were limited to 
75,000/. An addition of 7,680 men was made 
to the army, and 3,000 to the navy. Tht-sc 
augmentations were rendered necessary by 
the disturbed state of the agricultural dis- 
tricts, and the agitation in Ireland. 

23. Duke William of Brunswick as-* 
sumes the sovereignty, with the consent of 
the king of England and the German Diet, 
owing to the incapacity of his brother. 

30. A Polish corps, under Dwernicki, 
being hard pressed by the Russians, re- 
treated into Austrian Gallicia, and, sur- 
rendering to the Austrian authorities, were 
treatcil as prisoners and sent into Hungary. 

Mag 4. A British fleet appearing in the 
Tagus obtains the redress of certain grie- 
vances, which, Ix'fore its arrival, had been 
refused by the Portuguese government. 

6, At a review of the second regiment 
of life guards in Windsor Park, the king 
jireseuted them with n pair of silver kettle- 
drums, weighing 1000 ounces. It is the 
first royal donation of the kind since George 
III. presented, in 1789, kettle-drums of 
silver to the Blues. 

10. Certain districts of the counties of 
Cl ..re, Galway. Roscommon, and Tipperary 
proclaimed in a state of di.stuibance. Large 
bodies hud for some time assembled to turn- 
up pasture land for the alleged purpose of 
creating employment. 

13. Ikey Siolonions, a notorious thief 
and receiver of stolen goods, sentenced at 
the Old Bailey to 14 years’ transportation. 

26. Tlie subscriptions raised in Eng- 
land to relieve distress in Ireland amount 
to 60,000/., independent of the assistance 
afforded by government. 

28. A coroner's inquest which had been 
sitting for some days on the Inidies of several 
persons who had been killed in an affray 
with ihe police, at Cast lepol lard, in Ireland, 
returned a verdict against the chief con- 
stable, and 18 of the police, of having 
caused the death of the said persons, by 
firing at them. The grand jury subse- 
quently ign<»red the bills preferred against 
Uiem for murder, and the relations refusing 
to proceed against them tor manslaughter, 
the prosecution was abandoned. 

Qbnerai. Ei kction.-- An appeal having 
been made to the people, tho greatest ex- 
citement prevailed during the elections. 
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The reform bill was considered the king’s 
measure as well as that of his ministers, 
and for the time the country was divided 
into two parties ; those in favour of the bill 
and those against it : the former constitu> 
ted an overwhelming majority of the nation, 
comprising a union oi all the different 
classes of parliamentary reformers, who 
joined, during the elections, in one com- 
mon rallying cry of ** The bill, the whole 
bill, and nothing but the bill.” In Ireland, 
two pledged supporters of the bill were 
elected for Dublin. Scotland became un- 
usually agitated, and Mr. Jeffrey, the lord 
advocate, was returned amidst much tii- \ 
mult for Kdiiiburgh. lu England, the anti- 
biiimen were signally defeated. ^Ir. Bankes 
was rejected in Dorsetshire ; Sir R. Vyvyan 
in Ckirnwall ; sir E. Knatchbull in Kent ; 
sir T. Acland in Devonshire. In the city 
of London, all the four members were 
]<ledged to sup^nirt the bill. Out of the 
eighty-two county members fur Kngirind, 
all were pledged to the bill, with the ex- 
ception of about half-a*dozen returned by 
the counties of Westmoreland, Bucks, Sa- 
lop, Huntingdon, and Monmouth. The 
opponents to the ministerial measure stood 
nowhere with vigour, except in the univer- 
sities, where the church authority predomi- 
nates ; and popular enthusiasm proved more 
than a match for the anti-hill proprietors of 
boroughs, even in the existing defective 
state of parliamentary representation. 

June 3. Paganini, the Celebrated violin- 
player, gave his first concert at the Opera 
llouse with great success. 

4. Prince Leopold elected king of Bel- 
gium by the congress at Brussels. 

Di-sturbances among the workmen em- 
ployed in the iron works at Merthyr 
Tydvil, owing to low wages and the high 
price of provisions. The riot act being read, 
instead of dispersing, they made an attack 
on the military, who tiring, several of the 
rioters were killed and wounded. 

6. Duncan M^C'raig, a minister of the 
Scottish church, convicred at Kdtnhurgh of 
stealing hooks, and senteiict-d to be tran- 
sported for 14 years. 

7. The Uhl Boards Head, in Great 
East Cheap, the scene of many of Shak- 
speare’s stories, removed, to make wny for 
the approaches to the New London Bridge. 

8. Upwards of 3,000 men assembled to 
destroy the eoclosur s in the forest of Dean, 
under a mistaken notion that every 21 years 
they had a right to level them ; the rioters 
succeeded in destroying fifty n des of wall 
and fences, and throwing t>pen 10,000 ncres 
of plantation. 

10. Proclamation in the Gazrtte rerpii- 
ring all vessels coming from the Baltic to 
Ijefwm q[uarantine, owing to the prevalence 


of the cholera morbus in Russia and adja* 
cent parts. 

13. Sailed from the London Ducks for 
Canada, with their wives and families, 300 
Chelsea pensioners ; they had received 
four years’ pay and grants of land from the 
British goveriiinent. There were, also, 
along with them, several passengers going 
out at the expense of their parishes, and 
[iiechanics and tradesmen paying their 
own passage. 

14. Nkw Parliament met and re- 
elected C. M. Sutton, speaker. It was 
opened by the king, in person, on the 21st« 
lie recommended to thuir consideration the 
expediency of a reform in the representa- 
tion ; announced the continuance of umi- 
cable relations with foreign powers ; the 
settlement of the affairs of Belgium ; and 
adverted to disturbances in Ireland, and 
the cholera morbus in Russia. Addresses 
were agreed to in both houses without a 
division. 

15. At Newtonbarry in Ireland, in a 
seizure for tithe.s, thirty-five persons killed 
or severely wounded by the yeomanry, who 
began firing on the multitude without 
orders. A coroner’s jury, which sut on the 
dead, was discharged without giving a 
verdict. 

22. Two young men found drowned in 
the Serpentine. One was a gentleman, the 
other a pickpocket, in whose pDckets were 
found a coral necklace, 20 luiudkerchieis, 
a pocket book, and 20 pawnbrokers' dupli- 
cates. Tile pickpocket fell a victim his 
humanity — so inconsistent is human ma- 
ture — by diving after the other sufferer, 
with a view to save him. 

24. Reform Bill. — Lord Jolin RiusiH 
a second time obtained leave to introduce 
this measure, and adverted to the opinions 
of Chatham, Pitt, and Fox, in favour of im- 
proving the representative Rystem. To 
afford time to bring forward the reform 
hills for Scotland and Ireland, the second 
reading was deferred to July 4th, wlieiiini 
elaborate debate ensued, in which .sir Jam s 
Macintosh, Macauley, sir R. Peel, tlie 
Bulwers, lord Althorp, Wm. Brougham, 
and sir F. Burdett shone conspicuous. It 
continued three nights, ending on the 
third, and the house dividing, 307 for the 
second readiug, 231 against it; majority, 
136 in favour of the bill. It was next com- 
mitted and underweui a long, severe, but 
beneficial scrutiny ; every clause was care- 
fully discussed as it arose ; imperfections 
were discovered, acknowledged and reme- 
died ; these occuined the house almost uii- 
intmiiptedly till the PJth September, when 

on the third reading there 

elofjuent display oLjtnree nights, m wnic 

sir James Scarlett^ Macauley^ Croker, . 
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Wynn, Crampton, and Pem- 
beiton mingled. The house divided — fur 
the bill, 345 j atjaxmt it, 236 ; majority, 109. 
The bill then passed the commons’ amid 
ioud cheers, and next day was taken up to 
the lords by upwards of 100 members, 
liearled by lords Althorp and Russell. 

20. Common council of London with- 
drew their objection to the admission of 
Jfws to the freerlora of the city. 

Juhj 4. Robert Taylor found guilty of 
blasphemy after a twelve hours’ trial. lie 
was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment 
ill the county gaol of Surrey, and to pay a 
fine of *200/. 

7. Mr. Cobbelt tried for a libel in his 
Poiitival Register^ the tendency of which, 
it was alleged, was to excite the peasantry 
to the destruction of pnipierty. After the 
jury had been locked up fifteen hours they 
were discharged by the judge, as there 
was no likelihood of agreeing in their ver- 
dict. 

11. Portiigunse government having re- 
fused satisfaction for injuries comniitted on 
rnmeh subjects by the Portuguese autho- 
rities, the passage of the Tagus was forced 
by udiniral Roussin, and the Portuguese 
fleet, lying otl Lisbon, taken porsessiun of. 
Tills compelled the court of Lisbon to sub- 
mit to the terms dictated by tlie French, 
which included the dismissal of some Por- 
tuguese functionaries, an indemnity for 
expenses incurred by the expedition, the 
v' versal of all sentences pronounced against 
Frenchmen for political opinions, and the 
pulilication of these humiliating terms in 
tlie Lisboa Gazette. 

11. At Winchester, Mr. Deacle recovers 
jO/. damages against Messrs. Bingham 
Ihiring and Fraiuis Baring, magistrates 
lor fahe imprisonment. 

10. Hon. W. L. Wellesley committet 
by the Lord Chancellor for contempt u: 
cuiut, in having withdrawn his daughtei 
from the cuslody of the piTsons appointiM 
by the Conn of ('hancery. — (See p, 827., 
Mr. Wellesley, after having remutned 
several days in confinement, siibmi’ted to 
the court, and, having restored his daughter 
was discharged. 

ly. After the erection of major Cart- 
■wriglit’s statue in Burton Crescent, nearly 
600 of Ins admirers dined at the White 
t'onduit House. Sir F. Burdett and Mr. 
O’C-onnell were present, and Mr. lluine in 
the chair. 

L 0|)ening of New Loudon Bridge' 
the king and queen attended tho ceremony 
by water in state. An elegant pa- 
vilion was erected on the bridge, in whicl 
a splendid banquet was prepared for thei; 
majesties and other guests* The time oc 
cupied iu the erection of this tnasterl 
btructurc, from the driving of the first pili 


lad been seven years, t\ve months, and 
hirtcen days. The fall of water at tho 
ibbing of the tide, which was formerly so 
‘atigerous, has been completely remedied 
>y the increased waterway afforded by the 
emovul of the cumbrous piers of the old 
•ridge. 

2. Awful fire at Pera, a suburb of Con- 
itantiuople, in which the hotels of the 
breign embassies, with a number of 
churches and 5000 houses, fell a prey to 
he flames. 

12. The Dutch recommenced hostili- 
ies against the Belgians, and, attacking 
hem at Louvaine, compelled them, under 
he command of king l,eopuld, to retreat. 
The advance of a French army towards 
Brussels deterred the Hollanders from pur- 
■uiiig their victory. 

17. Rothsay Castle, steam-boat, plying 
jetween Liverpool and Beaumaris, wrecked 
n the night with nearly 200 passengers 
and crew on board, of whom only 22 were 
saved. The captain and mate seem to have 
been intoxicated and the vessel not sea- 
worthy. 

19. A bronze statue erected in Hanover- 
square to the memory of the late Mr. Pitt, 
on a pedestal of granite: the statue is ten 
feet high and weighs four tons. Mr. 
(’hantrey is the sculptor. 

Sept, 7, After two days* hard fighting, 
Warsaw capitulated and was taken posses- 
sion of by the Russians. 

8. Coronation of their majesties. There 
was a royal procession from St. Janus's 
palace to WestuuiiNter Abbey, but there 
was no banquet iu \Vestmuu>ter Hall. A 
grand dinner given at St. J anies's. In the 
evening the illuminations in the metropolis 
were splendid and general ; the theatres, 
Vauxhall Gardens, and many places of 
public entertainment were open free of ex^- 
pense, and a display of fire-works took place 
in Hyde Park, which attracted an immense 
concourse of spectators. 

21. The copyright of sir Walter Scott's 
miscelluneous prose-works, which comprise 
six volumes 8vo., sold by auction fir 240/. 
The manuscripts of the Wavciley novels 
had been previously sold at Evans's. The 
Munistery, bound in green morocco, 
brought 18/. i the Antiquary, 4‘2/. ; Kob 
Roy. 50/. 

Oct, 7. Rkform Bim. rkjfxtki) wy thk 
Lords. — Karl Grey move<l the second read- 
ing of the bill on the 3rd, la opening the 
meaeure to their lordships, be appeared 
deeply affected bjr tho weight of personal 
responsibility it imposed upon him. He 
said the great object of his politicid life 
had beta parliamentary reform ; but if the 
present measure hail tho revolutionary^ tend- 
ency some imputed to it, he would not 
defend, much less propose it. He next 
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traced the growth of the spirit of reform ; 
its present irresistible power ; affirmed that 
the representative franchise was nut a pro> 
perty but a trust which had been perverted ; 
expressed his attachment to the church and 
its ministers ; and, after describing and de- 
fending the leading points of the bill, con- 
cluded with declaring that ministers were 
resolved to stand or fall by the present 
measure. Loud cheers followed the close 
of his lordship’s address. After which lord 
Whurnclifie rose. He did not defend the 
nomination boroughs, but described por- 
tions of the bill as hurtful to the agricul- 
tural interest and subversive of the power 
of the Cl own and the lords. He concluded 
by moving an amendment, '‘That this bill 
be rejected which, being considered un- 
necessarily oReiisive, it was altered,—'* That 
it be read this day six months.** The 
amendment having been seconded and put 
from the woolsack, oue of the most memo- 
rable discussions in parliamentary history 
followed. For skill, force, and variety of 
argument ; fur historical, constitutional, 
and scholastic illustration, it was never sur- 
passed. That some nlbrni was necessary 
appeared to be generally conceded, and 
both sides of the noble assembly main- 
tained their opinions with the dignified con- 
sciousness of rectitude of intention, and 
the most laudable patience and temper. 
Besides Grey and Wharucliffe, the chief 
speakers /or the bill were, — Brougham, 
Laosdowne, Melbourne, Holland, Mul- 
grave, Plunkett, Kichinond, Koseberry, 
Radnor, Goderich, and the duke ot ,Siissex; 
uffainit^ — Harrwwby, Wellington, Dudley, 
Carnarvon, Kldon, Buckingham, Mans- 
field, Bute, W'inchilsva, Haddington, Lon 
doiiderry., Tenterdcn, Falmouth, Lynd- 
hurst, \Vy Ilford, Harewood, the duke 
of Gloucester, and the archbishon of Can- 
terbury. The debate, which began on 
Monday, was continued furtive night**, and 
only closed about five o'clock on .hutunlay 
morning ; w'heii the house divided — con- 
tents 158 ; non-contents 19U ; majority 
against the bill dl. Of this iiiujority, 
were contributed by the bench of bishops. 
The bill being thus thrown out, the ques- 
tion — whut u'ill the lordi do 7 — wliich had 
been earnestly and ;inxiou>ly asked during 
the preceding months, was answered. It 
produced a strong and indignant feeling 
through the country . Some of the Lon- 
don newspapers were arrayed ia mourning, 
and several noble lords woo had Opposed 
the bill were assaulted by the populace. 
At Derby they broke open the town gaol, 
and demolished the pro(»erty of the anti- 
reformers of the place. At Nottiughum 
there was considerable rioting, which ended 
tn the destruction, by fire, of the ancient 
caatlo therei the property of the ciuke of. 


Newcastle. His grace had become un- 
popular, and unintentionally given a great 
impulse to reform by his hasty declaration, 
ill respect of his dependent voters, at 
Newark, that he had a right to do what 
he pleased with his own.** These excesses 
and a few burnings in effigy were the first 
outbreaks of popular rage ; but, in general, 
there was confidence in the ultimate success 
of the bill, and a disposition on the part 
of the jieople and the political societies, 
now ill action, to support the government 
and preserve the peace. 

9. Assassination op Capo D’Istuus. 
— This outrage was committed us the pre- 
sident of Greece was entering the chuich 
of Napoli cii Romania, by two sons of 
the old Greek bey Mavromichali, in re- 
venge for the humiliation of their family 
by the arbitrary assumjdion of power by 
Capo DTstrias. The president hifl been 
in authority since 18*27, and his first mea- 
sures had been popular, tending to the 
peace and impiovemeiit of the country. 
Latterly he had manifested a disposition 
to establish a perpetual dictatorship, under 
the auspices of Russia. He abolished the 
popular form of government, and esta- 
blished a council called the Fanhelleniiini, 
w'hich was wholly under his control. All 
the Constitutionalists, who had risked life 
and property in the protracted struggle 
with the Turks, were excluded from lus 
confidence. When the deputies wailed 
upon him to propose calling a national as- 
sembly, in order to establish a tree govern- 
ment, he told them they were not fit for 
liberty. (.)f this la.st, the Greek.s had un- 
happily given tiro many proofs, but, though 
unfit for liberal institutions, they menied 
a better form of rule than a naked despot- 
ism, supported by foreign iiifiiience. and 
for the sole Irenelit of the count and his 
own servile adherents. 

lU. FuhN'Cii Hkukditary Pkkhaok. 
— A reform of the chamber of peers hy 
the abrogation of hereditary peerages, and 
the appointment of a senate for life, the 
members of which should possess, from 
their peisoual characters, a solid claim to 
the public confidence, was a leading olject 
with the Fieuch nation. A measure 1 >r 
this purpose was curried in the chanil er of 
deputies on the 10th, by a majority ul -Iji 1 
to8f);aiid, to facilitate its progress in the 
upper chamber, upwards of thirty newpeer- 
»ige8 were created. In the following 
Januaiy the peerage law was promulgaiei 
with the loyal sanction. In it was con- 
tained n classification of the persons J 
whom the king's choice waste be rcstnctu 
in the future creating of peers, accompa- 
nied by a provisiun^that no allowance o 
pension shad be attached to the digmty» • 
formerly was too frequent, for its suppuit. 
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All future peers must, therefore, have dis- 1 
tiii^uitihed theinselveN in a military, legal, | 
administrative, or commercial career, to eii- 1 
title them to such honour ; from which the | 
needy favourites of the court and disgraced ' 
nunisters are excluded. 

16. Disturbance in the chapel of the Rev. 
K. Irving, near Gray’s I un-lkne, occasioned 
hy a Miss Hall holding forth in what was de- 
nominated an ** unknown tongue^ She was 
removed to the vestry. In the afternoon, 
Mr. Irving regretted that he had not suf- 
fered her to proceed in her mystic pro- 
phecies in the body of the temple. On this 
a schoolmaster rose, aiid commenced, in 
the same unknown gibberish, soothsaying. 
A scene of confusion ensued, the whole 
congregation rising from their seats in 
aflright, while Mr. Irving listened with 
great composure to these imintelligible 
otirpourings of the sidrit. 

‘20. Parliament prorogued by the king, 
who intimated the necessity of resuming in 
the ensuing session the subject of a con- 
stitutional reform in the house of com- 
mons. Besides the discussion of this vital 
(lue^tioI^, bills had been passed for legal- 
ising the sale of corn by weight, in lieu of 
iin-iisure ; for allowing the sale of game ; 
and lord chancellor Brougham’s important 
act, establishing the Bankruptcy Court, 
was passed. 

‘21. The Asiatic cholera having extended 
its ravages from Moscow to llinnburgh, 
tlie Loudon Gazette contained precautions 
to be adopted against the spread of this 
dreadful pestilence. The establishment of 
a Board of Health in every Itiwn, to corre- 
spond with the board in London, and to 
consist of magistrates, clergy, and two or 
three of the faculty of medicine; large 
towns to be divided into districts, with 
connniitees of insinrction. Cleanliness and 
bee ventilation were strongly recom- 
mended ; the immediate burning of old 
rags, paper, cordage, clothes, hangings, 
^'c. ; copious use of soap and water to fur- 
niture, clothes, and person ; chloride of 
lime and water to drains and sinks, &c. ; 
liot lime-wash to the walls and rimfs ; and 
every particle of filth to be carefully re- 
moved. 

29. Riots in Bkistol. — This city sud- 
denly liecame the scene of dreadful 
excesses on the public entrance of sir 
Charles Wetherell, the recorder, Sii Charles 
had been a strenuous opponent, in the 
house of commons, of the refotm bill. The 
riots began on Saturday, continued through 
the whole of Sunday, and were only got 
oiuler on Monday morning, when the cor- 
poration, the military, and the citisens 
awoke from the stujMir into which they 
appear to have been thrown by this unex- 
pected outbreak of popular fury. The 


whole of Bristol was on the verge of de- 
struction ; the maiisioii-humic, custom • 
house, excise -office, and bishop’s palace, 
were plundered and set on fire ; the toll- 
gates pulled down ; the prisons burst open 
with sledge hammers, and their inmates, 
criminals and debtors, set at libeily amidst 
the exulting shouts of the populace. Du- 
ring the whole of Sunday the mob were 
the unresisted masters of the city. Forty- 
two offices, dwelling-houses, and warehouses 
were completely destroyed, exclusive of 
public buildings. The loss of property was 
estimated at half a million. The number 
of rioters killed, wounded or injured, Avas 
about 110. Of about 14 or 10 who lost 
their lives, three die<l from the shots or 
sword-cuts of the military ; the re.st were 
mostly the victims of excessive drinking, in 
the rifled cellars and warehouses, Avhich 
produced either apoplexy upon the spot, 
or disabled them from escaping from the 
flames that they had themselves kindled. 

31. Meeting of the liondon Political 
Union at the Crown and Anchor, and, by 
udjournment, in Lincohrs Inn Fields, Sir 
F. Burdett in the chair. It was agretMl to 
form a national union with branch socie- 
ties, each having a delegate at the central 
council. At a sub8e([uent meeting, some 
discord arose on a proposal that part of the 
Council should consist of representatives 
from tile working-classes. The chairman 
opposed this, because it assumed a distinc- 
tion of classes to exist, having separate in- 
tere.sts. The proposal, however, was 
adopted ; after tius, and on the alleged 
ground of an appearance of permanency 
in the union, sir Francis withdrew his 
name from the association. A resolution 
was pr</posed in favour of universal suffrage, 
Avhich not being supported by the middle 
class, the work-people formed a political 
union among themselves. 

Nov.% Numerous incendiary fires be- 
tween this and the 9th, in Cheshire, York- 
shire, and Somersetshire. 

4. Several cases of the spasmodic cholera 
at Sunderland: this was the first appear 
ance of the disease in this country, ai d is 
Mipposed to have been brought from Ilani- 
burgii by persons who had been jivrinitted 
to ovade the (quarantine establi>hiiieiit at 
Sunderland, 

7. Meeting of the political union of the 
working-classes at White Conduit House, 
Thomas Wakley, chairman, postponed. 
The notice convening this assembly, besides 
demanding universal siitlrage, vote by 
ballot, and uiimial parliaments, decbired, 
** That all property, honrstfy acquirciU is 
sacred and inviolable; that all uieu are 
born eciually free and liave certain natural 
and inalienable rights ; that all hereditary 
distmetioHS of birth are unnatural and oyi- 
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posed to tho equal rights of man, and 
i>ught to be abolished and they further 
declared tliat they would never be satisfied 
with any law that stopped short of these 
piiriciplcs. An intimation from the police 
magistrates and from lord Melbourne, that 
a meeting for these objects was not only 
illegal and seditious, but, perhaps, treason* 
able, led to its abandonment. 

21. Proclamation issued declaring cer- 
tain affiliated political unions unlawful, 
and cautioning persons against entering 
into such combinations. 

Disturbances at Lyons. — ^This great 
seat of tho French silk manufacture 
became the scene of a terrible commotion 
It arose in a dispute on wages ; the work- 
people demanding higher wages than their 
employers, in the existing depression of the 
trade, thought they could ad'ord. On the 
morning of the 21st, the weavers rose in 
arms, and defeated and disarmed the na- 
tional f^iiards, and troops of the line 
inarched against them. The workmen in 
all j>arts of the town co-operated in the in- 
surrectionary movement by unpaving the 
streets, raising barricades, and firing on 
the military from the windows. Over- 
powering all resistance, the soldiery were 
entirely driven out of the city, and com- 
|)elled, under general Hoguet, to retire to 
the heights of Montessuy. Here they 
waited the arrival of the duke of Orleans 
and marshal Soult, the minister of war, 
with reinforcements. The insurgents, sen- 
sible that their triumph must be short, 
conducted themselves with moderation and 
prudence ; took precautions for the protec- 
tion of property, and invited the deposed 
civic authorities to return to the city ; de- 
nying all political motives, and simply de- 
manding such regulations as would secure 
their bread. A subscription was opened, 
and the municipal council voted 150,000 
francs for the immediate relief of the dis- 
tressed workmen, and the succour of the 
wuundeil. The killed, onhoth side.M, iluring 
the bloody conflicts in the streets, was es- 
timated at 600 or 600. Marshal Soult en- 
tered Lyons at the head of 20,000 men, 
disgraced some of the military who had 
minhehaved, di^handed the national guard, 
and alwlished the tanti* of wages, leaving 
the weavers and their employers to settle 
the price of labour, without the interven- 
tion of the civil powc by free competition. 

22. The Birmingham association aban- 
don their intended plan of organization in 
conseqtierice of the royal proclamation. 

Dec. 2. Trial and conviction of Bifinop, 
Williams, and May, at the Old Bailey, for 
the murdev of an Italian hoy ; May’s sen- 
tence was commuted for transportation for 
life, the other wretches were executed. 
They had long been lesurrectiouists but had 


left the practice of exhuming the dead for 
the purpose of decoying the living into 
Bishop’s house, where they first adminis- 
tered laudanum to them in rum, and then, 
ill a state of insensibility, suspended their 
victim by the heels in a well of water, till 
life was extinct. The bodies were sold to 
the hospitals fur anatomical purposes. 

4. Kxeciited at Malaga, with forty-two 
companions, with whom he hud landed 
there, hoping from the treacherous pro- 
mises of the governor, Moreno, to effect a 
successful insurrection against Ferdinand, 
general Torrijos, the Spanish constitutional 
leader. Mr. Boyd, an English im roinmt, 
was among the sufferers. Sub.scri}itiuns 
were subsequently raised for the widow of 
Torrijos both in this and other countries. 

6. Faui.iamknt opened by the king. 
The royal speech recommended the settle- 
ment of the reform question ; referred to 
the opposition made to the payment of 
tithes in Ireland ; announced the conclusion 
of a convention with France for the siip- 
preK.sion of the African slave-trade ; alluded 
to the existence of political coinhinntions in 
England ; deplored the excesses at Bristol, 
and recommended improvements in the 
municipal police of the kingdom. Adilresses 
in both houses were agreed to without a 
division. 

A suit, to nullify the will of the duke 
of Bourbon, (see p. 901,) has been insti- 
tuted in Paris by the princes de Rohan, 
the heirs of the deceased ; it being alleged 
that the will, which went to bequeath im- 
mense wealth to the family of the Freiicl! 
king anrl the baroness de FeiichOres, mis- 
tress of the superannuated duke, had bten 
procured by impro])er means, and that tlie 
duke had come unfairly by his death. The 
trial was long, and excited great interest, 
sending the discussion on the civil list of 
Louis Philip, hut terminated on the 6th in 
the confirmation of the disputed testament. 

12. Tiiinu Introduction ok tiik Kk- 
FOKM — Lord John Russell, in intro- 
ducing for tlie/Airt/ time the parliamentaiy 
reform bill, said that government was 
plftdged not to propose a bill less efficient 
than the former. He then noticed the al- 
terations introduced into the new measure. 
The censuses of 1821 and 1831 liad been 
objected to, as the basis of borough dis- 
franchisement; instead of population, the 
number of houses, combined with their 
value, as rated to the assessed taxes, had 
t)een substituted as a better criterion ol 
their importance. The right of voting ni 
boroughs to he determined, not by a 
poor-rate, which was an unceitain tesb 
by the occupying a Kitted tenement ol the 
annual value of 10/. The effect of these 
ami other alterations was to lessen tno 
number of the borotighs to be disirau- 
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chisccl, and the full complement of 658 
members would be maintained. Sir Robert 
Peel considered these concessions as im- 
provements : the bill was read a first time, 
and on the 1 0th a second, after a two days’ 
debate, protracted to one o’clock on Sunday 
morning. For the second reading, 324; 
against it, 162; majority 1G2, House ad- 
journed till after Christmas. 

1 7. Earl of Mar sentenced to two months’ 
imprisonment, at Edinburgh, for shooting 
at Mr. Oldham, a clergyman, Dispu^e 
arose in sporting. 

22. Insurrection among the Blacks in 
Jamaica ; martial law proclaimed. 

Suicides in Paris. — A writer in the 
Annates (CHygiine, who has examined 
about 9,000 judicial inquests in Paris, 
from 1790 to 1830, thinks himself war- 
ranted in assuming,— !. That philosophi- 
cal or premeditated suicide takes place in 
the night, or a little before day -break. 2. 
That accidental or unpremeditated suicide 
takes place during the day ; because it is 
then that the occasional causes occur, such 
as quarrcLjhad news, losses at play, intem- 
perance, &c. At every age, man chooses a 
particular mode of committing suicide. In 
youth, he has recourse to hanging, which 
iu; s*)ua abandons for fire-arms ; in jjropor- 
t ion as his vigour declines, he returns to 
bis former mode ; and it is most commonly 
by hanging that the old man perishes, who 
puts au etui to his existence. 

luKi.ANj).— 'Hie removal of catholic dis- 
abilities has failed to produce trauquillity, 
or alleviate tlte miseries of the population. 
Tithe-conflicts between the {peasantry and 
police have become unusually murderous 
this year, and armed hands traversed the 
country waging war against oppressive 
land birds and low-priced labour. Popular 
discontents were augmented by the partial 
failure of the potato crop, which left thou- 
sands without food or the means of obtain- 
ing it, VVhilesuch elements of exusjKuation 
existed, it was vain to expect political agi- 
tation to cease, and it was kept up with 
more ardour tlian ever, by the Dublin ora- 
tois. If the Union,” said Mr. Sheil, *• is 
lujt repealed within two years, I am deter- 
niimd that I will pay neither rent, tithes, 
nor taxes. They may distrain my goods, 
but who'll huy ?’» Reg, Ixxiii. 310.) 

between Mr. O’Conuell and the lord lieu- 
tenant tliere were unceasing hostilities, v ne 
fulminating his proclamations against po- 
hi ical meetings, the other seeking to evade 
Ibom by new forms of agitation. Defeated 

ins scheme of a procession of the Trades, 
lie summoned his assemblies under new 
names a public lireakfast, or a district or 
parisli meeting ; all of which were svtceea- 
sively prohil)ite<l by the viceroy. Unable 
to elude the ‘ Algeriao act/ as Mr. O’Can- 


nell termed the law under which he was 
pursued, abstinence from taxed articles, 
and a partial run on the banks were at- 
tempted ; but neither proved effective, a 
scarcity of money being not less incon- 
venient than non-consumption to the far- 
mers who had produce to sell in the Irish 
markets. After many contrivances, the 
wily agitator was caught in the toils of the 
law, which, however, he escaped, as already 
mentioned, though he pleaded guilty to 
the indictment found against him. 

Fhancb. — The violent convulsion of 
the past year continued its heavings. 
Louis Philip acted with judgment and 
firmness, and by a tour through the pro- 
vinces and other conciliatory acts, sought 
to establish himself in the confidence of 
the nation. The new election law, tlie re- 
duction of the king’s civil list to oiie-third 
the amount of that of his predecessor, and 
the abvdition of the hereditary peerage, 
however, failed to satisfy the popular de- 
mands. France was divided into three 
parties. First, the adherents of a consti- 
tutional monarchy and advocates of peace , 
among whom were the citizen king, liis 
ministry, a majority of the legislature, 
and the iuteUigeiit and moderate of the 
community. The second was the move- 
ment party, consisting of extreme repub- 
licans, eauer for war, for the emancipation 
of Poland and Italy, and the annexation of 
Belgium to France, in defiance of the exist- 
ing treaties, and reckless of the conse- 
quences of such hazardous foreign interven- 
tions. The last and smallest party was tlmi 
of the Carlists or friends of the ex-king, con- 
sisting of some of the old iiohility, the 
priests, and those under their influence. 
The strength of the government was in the 
midd'c class, embodied in the national 
guard. As a precaution against the 
Buouapartists and Bourbonists, a law was 
passed, banishing from France the families 
of Napoleon and Charles X. 

Poi.xND. — ^I'his year saw the insmrec- 
tioii of Poland against the duminutiou of 
Russia brcuglit to a close. The heads of 
the insurrection had nut at fir'*! declared 
any intention of throwing off all subjection 
to the Russian autocrat ; they had de- 
manded only the preservation of the na- 
tional rights, and the independence (if the 
separate constitution under the sovereignty 
of the crajieror, which had been guaranteed 
to them by the Congress of Vieum. lint 
the emperor refused to treat with ihwin, 
unless they would first unconditionally 
submit to his authority. As more humiliat- 
ing term.» could not be dictated to them 
afier being defeated in battle, the Poles 
resolved to try the foitime of war. The 
struggle was nobly maiutaiued, and they 
were liirtively Aiid skilfully coniuianded by 
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their siiccetsive leaders, Chlopicki, Radsi> 
vili and Skrzynecki. But the locality of 
the insurrection was too circumscribed ; it 
did not spread with enthusiasm in the pro- 
vinces, and the heroic Poles wejre over- 
]H)wered by the superior numbers and re- 
sources of their enemies, directed by the 
ablest of the Russian generals, Diebitsch, 
Paskewitsch, and Oueisenau. After a se- 
ries of bloody conflicts, Warsaw capitulat- 
ed to the Russians, and the Polish corps, 
no longer able to keep the field against 
their opponents, withdrew into the adjoin- 
ing territories of Prussia and Austria. 

Haimru and Holi.ano — ^The plenipo- 
tentiaries of the five jmwers of Biitain, 
France, Austria, Prussia, and Russia, as- 
KLMiibled iu Loudon, since the preceding 
December, determined irrevocably oil the 
basis of separation between the two coun- 
tries. The perplexing point, in this nego- 
ciat'.on, had been the disposition of Lim- 
burg anil the duchy of Luxemburg; the 
iiiliabitauts, being catholics, were favour- 
able to an union with Belgium, and the . 
Belgians coveted these acquisitions ; but 
the duchy was held by a different title by i 
the house of Nassau, aud formed part of 
the Germanic confederation. At length 
matters seemed arranged by lloUaiid ceding 
a portion of the duchy, and Belgium a part 
of the territory of Limburg. Thus settled, 
the territorial limits of Holland were de- 
termined to be those which formed the re- 
)>ublic of the United Provinces iu the year 
1790. Belgium to consist of the kingdom 
of the Netherlands, as settled in 1815, in- 
ciiidiug South Brabant, Liege, >amur, 

I lain unit. Western Flanders, Kastern 
Flinders, Autwer}), and jiurts of Limburg 
aud Luxemburg. Uhe national debt to be 
divided in the ]in)purtion of about two- j 
thirds to Holland, and oiie-th’rd to Bel- 
gium. Perpetual neutrality of Belgium 
guaranteed by the five powers,. and certain 
for resces erected at the exnense of the 
four powers in 1815. as a bulwark against 
France, to be diioiiantled. "J'lie acceptation 
of these terms was made compulsory on the 
bedigtrenis. 

Hanovkk. — There Imving been symp- 
toiiis of disaff'ectiuu in this kingdom in 
January, the king <a Kiigland tendered to 
the htates-General a new constitution. 
The remeftentation to consist of two cham- 
bt*rs. first chai d>er to consist of the 

elder princes of the ro)al famUy, certain of 
the hereditary nobility, and persons chosen 
fur life by the king, without reference to 
rank, birth, or fortune. The second cham- 
ber to consist of deputies from the religious 
h uses, from the class of eMpiires, fruni 
cities and towns, and from the classes of 
landlords, freemen, and peasants, in various 
boMtuglis. The members of both chambers, 


except the royal princes, to be thirty years 
of age. Deliberations of the chambers to 
be open to the public. 

Hbssk Cassrl. — ^The tumults in this 
electorate, in 1830, led to the establish- 
ment of a new constitution. Hestrictions 
on the press were removed ; no one to he 
persecuted for the expression of mere 
opinion ; the secrecy of letters to be invio- 
late ; no exclusive privileges to be granted 
to commerce or manufactures ; no appoint- 
ineuts to any office in the state to be con- 
firmed till the occupant has proved himself 
competent, aud no office to be granted in 
reversion. 

Annual Obituary. — At Bonn, M. 
Niebuhr, 53, eminent Roman historian. 
Rev. Robert Hall, 68, an eloquent disstuit- 
ing preacher and writer. Henry, earl 
Mulgrave, 77, a general in the army, and 
who had held office in the Pitt, Pek-eval, 
aud Liverpool tninistricH. At Sydney, in 
Australia, rev. L. 11. liallurun, D.D., b.'), 
a pciet and schoolitiaster, who had been 
convicted of forging a frank. Thomas 
Payne, 79, eminent bookseller, and much 
res|>ected iu the literary world. John 
Quick, 83, celebrated comedian. John 
Aberuetby, 60, surgeon ; popular lecturer 
and writer on medical subjects* especially 
the digestive organs. Mrs. Siddons, 75, 
celebrated tragedian. At his head-quarters, 
near Pultusk, of cholera, marshal count 
Diebitsch, 40, distinguished officer iu the 
service of Russia. At Witensk, of cholera, 
the atchduke Gonstantinc, 52. lute vicemy 
of Poland, and elder brother of the emperor. 
William Roscoe, 80, late bunker of Liver- 
pool, author of the ‘ Life of Lorenzo I'.e 
Medicis,’^ &c. Mr. Roscoe was among tlic 
distinguished men of his time; the friend 
of humanity, advocate of law reform, the 
enemy of jobs ; by all the wise admired.— 
beloved by uU the good.^-^Lird Rroughuvis 
iSficccAea, i. 471.) At New York, .Innu s 
Munro, 72, late president of the 
States. Robert William Klliston, ^>7 
popular comediun. Mr. Elliston exccdled 
in Wild air, Archer* Walter, and Araiiza; 
and carrying the seriousness of Aranzu a 
little further, he was tho beat Moriiiuer 
and the liest Maclieth of any comic actor. 
In comedy, after the death of Lewis, ho 
I was without a rival. ** He had (says the 
Ammat Biagrapkg') three distinguisiiod ox- 
cellencics: dry humour, goiitleiiiaiily mirth, 
and fervid gallantry.** At Dublin, John 
Toler, earl of Norbury, 85. Uu took an 
active part in the prosecution of the rebeln 
of 1798, but aiU»r the subsidence of c»vil 
commotion was famous for wit and dro - 
lery, and, besides hit own jukes, had also 
the credit of many of his contemporaries 
- Lord Norbury’s last joke” being a C(»m- 
mon introduction to a witticism m tn 
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nevvfipapors. His lonkhip, after a pro- 
tracted sittinfT there, only retired from the 
chief justiceship of the Irish common pleas, 
in 1827. Sir Benjamin Hobhouse, 74, late 
first commissioner for investigating the 
debts of the naliob of the Carnatic. John 
Calcraft, 65, M.P. for the county of Dorset. 
Mr. Calcraft was paymaster of the forces 
under the Wellington ministry, but gave 
the casting vote m favour of the Ueform 
Bill on its first introduction. He had for 
some months sutfered under depression of 
spirits and committed suicide. James 
Northcote, 85, celebrated portrait and his- 
torical painter. At Kxeter, Colonel John 
Macdonald, 72, writer on military subjects, 
and the only son of the celebrate<l Flora 
Macdonald, who assisted the Pretender in 
escaping from the English soldiery in 
1740. Archibald Cochrane, earl of Dun- 
(lonald, 82, an ingenious experimentali.st 
ill chemistry and agriculture, who made 
several useful discoveries, not very profit- 
able to himself, being at one period re- 
duced to absolute penury and obliged to 
receive pecuniary aid from the Literary 
riin<l. At Coburg, the duchess-dowager 
of Saxe Coburg, 73. mother of the king of 
Btlginm and the duchess of Kent. At 
Paris, Pamela, widow of the uni ort unate 
lord Edward Fitzgerald, and daughter of 
nirtdame do Genhs. Sir A. Hart, 72, lute 
loid chancellor of Ireland. In St. (ide-s’s 
workhouse, Jack Mitfordi an eccentric 
author and irreclaimable drunkard. He 
had received a classical education; was 
originally in the navy, and longht under 
Hood and Nelson. Though formerly a 
nautical fop, the last few years of his life 
h.ul been ragged and loathsome. He never 
thought hut of Ihe necessities of the nio- 
lutMit, and often slept in the fields, when 
his tinances would nut admit of his paying 
for a two-penny lodging in St. Giles's. 
His largest work was the history of 
“Johnny Neweome in tho Navy,’’ the 
j'Uiilishfr of which gave, him a shilling ,i 
day till he finished it. He edited the 
‘‘ Scourge,” “ Bon Ton M.igazine,'* and 
“ Quizzical Gazette,” and was the author of 
thf popular sea-song, ‘*Thc king is a true 
Ih itish sailor.” He was occasionally be- 
Iriemled - if such an act be possible to such 
a character — by the late lonl Uedesdale, on 
whom he is reported to have had a natural 
claim. 

A.n. 1832, PuBUOOATlVB CoPYRiOUTS. 
•—The enquiries of a parliamentary cum- 
ntittee during the session of 1831, elicited 
some curious facts relative to the copyrights 
vested in the crown. In England, the ex- 
clusive right of printing hibles is enjoyed 
by the king^s printer, concurrently with the 
two uniyersities ; in Ireland, the monopoly 
td the king's printer is shared with Trinity 


College ; in Scotland, the whole was in the 
hands of the kind's printer. The late Scotch 
patent expired in 1838 ; the Irish will 
expire in 1851 ; the English not till 1860. 
Exclosiye of the sale by the universities, 
the king's printer for England sold in the 
ten years, from 1821 to 1830 inclusive,— 
bibles, 569,164 ; testaments, 637,890 ; 
prayer-books, 182,811 ; psalms, 189,544. 
The Bible Society and the Naval and 
Military Bible Society, are the chief pur- 
chasers. In 1829, of .51,500 bibles and 
75,691 testaments sold by the English 
patentees, no less a proportion than 45,541 
of the former and 68,025 of the latter were 
bought by these two societies, both of 
whom are supported by voluntary subscrip- 
tions. Several instances of typographical 
errors were adduced to the cuiuinittee, in 
the current edition of the scriptures. 

Jan. 2. Chief Justice Tindal opened 
the atramlssion for the trial of the Bristol 
rioters. Of 180 rioters taken into custody, 
4 were executed and 22 transported. 

13. Lieutenant-Colonel Bn reton com- 
mitted suicide pending an inquiry into his 
conduct by a court-martial. The charges 
against him were, that he had nut displayed, 
during the Bristol riots, that tirmness and 
decision required in a British offictT, A 
bad state of health, and absence of ex- 
perience ill actual service, stLin to liave 
been the leading causes of the colonel's 
errors. He was fifty-two years old. 

17 . Pailiameiil met alter tin* holidays. 

28. Died at Cheltenham, in his 80th 
year. Dr, Btdl, the introducer into England 
of the Madias system of education. 
Shortly before his death, this meritorious 
divine had transferred very large sums to 
difierent bodies for the improvement and 
ditfusion of education. Among th.e sums 
so appropriated, were upwards of 100,000/. 
for the estahlishnient of schools iu the town 
of St. Andrew's, where he was horn, and 
10,000/. to the lately erected British Naval 
School. 

31. A General Cemetery, comprising 
nearly fifty acres, opened on the Harrow 
Road, it 18 the first imitation in England 
of the bunal-ground of'Ptv-e /a Chaise, so 
long tho admiration of foreigners visiting 
P.iris. 

Veh. 13. Choi.kra Mouhus.— notice 
issued from the council office, \\ hitehall, 
announcing that fatal cases of the Asiatift 
spasmodic cholera had occurred at Kother- 
hithe, spread indescribable alarm through 
the metropolis. Hitherto, this dreadful 
malady had only made its appearance in 
the country towns and villages, especially 
in the north of England. In the <!euse 
and luxurious population of the capital, the 
most frightful mortality was ajiticipate^^^ 
and all the horrors which Deioe had da* 



912 


BRITISH CllROmLOGY. 


^)icted of the Great Plague rose before the 
imaginalion. A bill was hurried through 
parliament, empowering the Privy Council 
to make regulations in towns or districts 
affected or threatened with the pestilence, 
and that the expenses thereby incurred 
should be delraye«l out of the poor-rates. 
Parochial and district boards were forth- 
with organized; temporary hosnitals got 
really for the reception of the sick ; medi- 
cal persons kept in constant attendance to 
minister to the afflicted, and the interment 
of persons dying of the disease was has- 
tened. These demonstrations put the 
public on the alert, and individuals sought 
safety by timely precautions. Surgeons 
and apothecaries, ^ireviously^ uneinpluyed, 
were overwhelmed with patients, real or 
imaginary, and the shops of* the chymists 
and druggists were rapidly cleared of their 
principal contents, es|)ecially camphor and 
othei^ reputed disinfecting agents. Cleanli- 
ness and increased attention to the general 
health may have checked the progress of the 
malady, or if the precautions adopted were 
disproportioned.to the occasion, it was an 
excess on the safe side. The physicians 
were divided in opinion, sonio^ contending 
that no new disease existed,, and that it 
was not contagious. However this may 
have been, that a virulent cholera existed 
ts unquestionable : its ravtig;es were great 
in tlib present and two follbwihg‘m<^ilhsof 
March and April: it then abated, but 
again burst f(*rth at the end of summer 
with more violencw than ever. It is 
probable, that during this second attacl^ 
when, from jirudential motives, the weekly 
reports of cases and deaths for London . 
were discontinued, that the disease was 
most destructive. In the whole year, the 
deaths from cholera, within tite limits of ; 
the Bills of Mortality, amouifted to 3, *200; 
}ji the past year of Jb3l to only 4S, On , 
September ‘Jnd, the amount of cases re- : 
ported by the (Vntral Hoafd, exclusive of. 
London, was G3,8.)j, and the total ut 
deaths, *21,l»0. Little was hcaid of the 
cholera at the close of November. It next 
ap|>eared in the Canadas and United 
States ; having thus made the tour of the 
globe, beginning in Asia, and after devas- 
tating Moscow and the northern paits of 
Kun»i) 0 | visiting the Briti:h ishs and 
Friincfe, and nexter. ^.singtlie Atlantic may 
nave been lost in the great West count 
or absorl>ed in the munsoon o the Pacific 
Ocean, or returned to the supp osed place 
of its origin, Hiridostafl. 

23. A French expedition Untied at An- 
cona. Disputes had arisen between the 
Pope and his liberal subjects, and to render 
unnecessary any pretext for Atistrian in- 
tervention! by which papal t/ranny would 
bave been augmented, the French, without 


giving umbrage to that power, took pos- 
session of the citadel. His Holiness pro- 
tested loudly against the ^Mnvasion” of the 
legations, and both Austria and England 
manifested symptoms of jealousy at the 
presence of the French in Italy, which 
they did not Anally evacuate till six years 
after, when the Austrians withdrew from 
the papal territories. 

26. An ukase of the emperor N icholns 
decrees that Poland ^all henceforth be 
incorporated with Russia, but have its sepa- 
rate administration, and its own civil and 
criminal code of laws. Othe^ measures 
w'ere adopted in the course of the year tor 
discouraging the use of the French and 
Polish languages ; the university of War- 
saw was dissolved, with the exception of 
the faculties of medicine and theology, 
and 6,t'00 families of Polish, gentlemen 
transplanted from the province of Podulia 
to the line of the Caucasus. 

28. The king held a levee, at whicli an 
address was presented by the earl of 
Roden fiom the protestants of Iielaml, 
against the Irish Hefurm Bill. It was 
igned by 230,000 persons, and wawif such 
magnitude, that it required two nun to 
bear it to the royal presence. 

Mar, 1. The first carriage for tlic con- 
veyance ol passengers on a railway in 
France* commenced running from St. 
Etienne to the Loire. 

3. Incendiary fires in the neighbour- 
hood of Dunstable, and property to llio 
amount of 5,000/. destroyed. 

21. A general fast-day. Much disor- 
fler was occasioned by persons assembling 
in Finsbury Srpiare, siipjiosing that meat 
and bread were to be distributed. Their 
majesties heard prayers in the grand music 
room of Windsor Castle. The commons 
attended at St. Margaret's church and lii:^ 
lords walked in procession to Westminster 
Abbey, which ntiruoted great inimbcis of 
spectators, no such procession Inuinj' 
taken ]>lace for many years ! 

27. The cholera broke out with tilami- 
ing virulence in Paris: 1000 deatlis oc- 
curred in the first week. It was much 
more fatal in the French than in the 
British capital. Of 46,675 deaths in Paris 
ill ls32, the enormous number of llhOOh 
was occasioned by cholera. The mortality 
was greatest in the most imhcaltby qi‘‘jr' 
ters, where the streets are narrow and the 
houses very lofty. As the pestilence ap* 
{>eared in the capitol without previous 
manifestation in the ses-ports or liimtur 
towns, it strengthened the opinion that the 
disease was not contagious! but almospheru: 

or epidemic. ^ i i r 

^pr, 1. Riot at Paris, occasioiud b> 

the eftiffomm refusing to , 

muDteif al regulations mode fur pwjve^' • n 
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the spread of the cliolera. This class of 
persons gained a miserable pittance by 
rakinj' ainonj^ the sweepiuj^s, which the 
Parisians heaped outside their doors to be 
removed by the scaveiijjers in the ni^ht. 
As a sanitary precaution, the nuisance was 
sonj^ht to be removed by light carts with.j 
more than ordinary dispatch, which the 
chiii'oniers considered as an invasion of 
their riglits. A disturbance ensued, to 
whicli the Republicans and Carlists, gene> 
rally on the watch for an emeuie^ promptly 
lent their aid. It continued two days, and 
a printer and several others were wounded | 
in the conflicts with the police and mili- 
tary. 

14. Revoum Bii.i. in the Lords. — 
After an arduous debate, continued 
through four nights, the second readingof 
this popiil tr bill was carried at seven 
oVluck in The morning by a majority of 
nines the iuinil)ers being, for the bill 184, 
against it, 17'). An accession of fifty 
votes had been obtained since the rejection 
of tlie bill last October. Several bishops 
bad, in the interim, joined tlie ministers, i 
and a new party, denominated “ wavefers,’’ | 
had sprung up in the lords, who contri- 
buted to carry the second reu<ling, but 
on whom little dependence could be placed 
fur carrying the bill unmutilated through 
its ulterior stages. Of the peers actualiy 
juvsent only a majority of two voted for 
tlie hill, and as proxies are not admitted in 
committee, the prospect of ministers being 
able to carry their measure undamaged 
through tins ordeal appeareil very puH-a- 
rious. Parliament adjouriii'd on the 18th 
to May 7, for the Kasper holidays. 

Mny 1. \ bronze statue i»f the late Mr. 

Lanuiug, by Westmacott, filaced on its 
pedestal in l*alaee-yard. The figure is 
colossal, and measures twelve feet high ; 
tile face considered an admirable likeness, 
hut the loose rolie thrown <»ver h:s shoulders 
too heavy, and the pedestal too small for 
the figure it supports. 

^ The Rev. K. Irving excluded from the 
Scotcii Church. He was expelled for 
heresy concerning the human nature ol 
Jesus ClhrUt, ^nd for allowing tlie exercise 
ot alleged supernatural gilts in his chapel. 

7. Mini^ters defeated in tlie lords by a 
majority of 3'), on the motion » f lord 
Lyndhurst lliat the disfranchising clause 
><honld be postponed, and the enfranclv.?,- 
ing danse firsc considered ; the mimhers 
Were 151 to 115. Upon xvhicli, carl iirey 
niov«<l the adjunrnnient of the committee 

to the- 10th. 

. tpeeting at Birmingham to peti- 

tion government to pass the Reform Bdl 
numutilated. The Loudon Political Union 
JOet, when 1^00 new members enrolled 
tneir nAtncti, A resolution agreed to, that 


I no taxes should he paid till the reform 
bill had been passed. 

9. Resignation of Ministkhs. — The 
inability of ministers to carry such an effi- 
cient measure of reiorm as they deemed 
advisable was the avowed ground of their 
resignation. Previous fo this, the popular 
opinion had been that earl Grey liad re- 
ceived ample powers, in case of need, for 
the creation of peers ; but it now appeared 
that the king’s assent so to exercise the 
royal prerogative had neither been giviMi 
nor asked, and it was only after the defeat 
of the 7th that ministers tendered to the 
crown the alternative of their resignation 
or an increase of the peerage. To the 
latter expedient the king was reluctant to 
resort, and the resignation of the reform 
ministers was accepted. His majesty then 
sent for lord "Lyndhurst to advise as to 
what means existed for forming an admi« 
nistiation that would carry' an “ extensive 
measure of reform,” without obliging the 
king to have recourse to h;s prerogative of 
creating peers. On this basis, a cummii- 
nieatiuii was opened by the learned lord 
with the duke of Wellington and sir liohert 
Peel. Without being minister himself, the 
duke offered his serxices to suppoit the ad- 
ministration of sir R. Peel, and, though still 
I disapproving of all reform, take as much of 
the refofm bill as his grace could carry 
through tUo tipped house of parliament. 
Further than tliis, the duke cuuld.not con* 
♦istently nor even decently lend lus aid, 
his own recent dech^ation still sounding 
in thg public ear tliat “ no reiorm was re- 
quired, arnl tliat wliile he was minister 
none should he attempted.” The clear un- 
derstamling, liowever, imposed by the 
terms of the ro\al commission was that if 
sir Robert Peel accepted the premiership, 
he nui-Ht support an extensive refi>rm. To 
this official condition the baronet's objec- 
tions were insuperable. “ He had,” he 
said, never ceasetl tv) be opposed to the 
hill, and Iiad argiipd against its revolution- 
ary character. He would not consent to 
pass it as it was : and with the majority 
against him he had no hope of being able 
TO modify it .*’ — \Htiuse t*/ CommonSs 
Is///.) The overturoto sir Kobert I aving 
wiiullv failed, and the impossibility of 
forming an administration that was At all 
likely to endure being stdf-exident, the 
duke of Wellington vecvunmended to the 
king tv.) recall his former servants. Ihe 
conditions on which the Whigs resumed 
office on tb.e ISth x/l*re honourable to their 
firmness and integritv. 'I hey were, that 
the bill should ho earned into eflect on- 
impaired in all its principles, and uninjured 
in all its essential provisions ; and the 
royal assurance was obtained that so tar 
as it depeuded upon the king, the ‘‘raeann 
J N 
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of cunductiut; the bill to a successful issue 
shuitld not be wantinjj.’* — (iS<i»7 Grey. 
House of Lo:'dsy May 17 and 18.) At ter 
this declaration, and the receipt of a 
private message from the king, the anU-bill 
peers professed to consider their delibera- 
tive wisdom controlled by an irresistible 
power, and rather than have their house 
*• swam|>e«l'* by new creations withdrew 
their opposition to the further progress of 
the bill. Other causes contritiuted essen- 
tially to the successful issue of this great 
legislaiivc struggle. Pending the ministerial 
interregnum of nine days, lord Kbriiigton's 
motion was carried by a large inajitrity of 
the commons, expressive of confidence in 
the ministers and regnet at their resignation. 
Out of doors, the countr}' was in a very 
alarming state of unanimity. 'I^he ti<le 
Set all in one <iirectiun. Against the bill 
there was neither moral nor physical force. 
About its ultiTiiute success no one affecteil 
to doubt ; that was deemed certain because 
the nation had willed it. The newspapers 
were almost entirely on tlie popular side, 
and kept up a raking fire against the 
*• Oiigaichy'^ aiifl “ usurping Borougli- 
mo.'igers.” At London, Birmingham, Man- 
chester, and other large towns simultaneous 
meeting* were held to petition the house of 
coininuiis to stop the supp.ies. In tlie 
metropolis, pbicards were everywhere ex- 
hibiied, enjoiuing the union of all friends 
to the cause — an entorcernent of tlie public 
rights at ail hazards — and a general resist- 
ance to the payment of taxes, rates, and 
tithes. The political societies were in ac- 
tive communication, and at their meetings 
an I in the leading d.iily journals projects 
for organizmy arnl arming the |Hv>ple Wi-ie , 
openly discusse 1 and recornmeuded. In case 
of need, the papuiaiiou of the iarg** towns ' 
was ready to s>e precnalated on the me- , 
tiMpoIis. But this extrciniiy was lendered \ 
unnecessary. The tinn and ge.seroiis de- j 
votioii ot NViiit iiii IV. to *• an extens:ve 1 
reform, ■' whtther carried bv Whijs or ■ 


siifTicient number of peer.s, that, in conse* 
quenco of the jiresent state of affairs, they 
have come to the resolution of dropjiing 
their further opposition to the Reform Bill, 
so that it may pass withioit delay, and 
as nearly as possible in its present shape. 

“ 1 have the honour to be, 

Yours sincerely, 

Hekbkut Tayi.ow.’* 

The triumph of the Reform Bill was now 
assured : its clauses passed rapidly through 
the committee of the lords with merely 
verbal and elucidatory amendments, auil 
on the 4th June, on earl Grey moving that 
it be read a thud lime, the question was 
carried by lOG to 22. 

3Jay I "). Died at Paris, of cholera, aged 
54, M. Casimir Pkiubu, tin* able piiine 
minister of Fiance. M. Perier was a 
banker and extensive proprietor of umimi- 
faciories, out of wliich he bail realizcfl iin- 
mensL* riches. He had taken a resolute 
and intr»-piil part in the overthrow of tlie 
goveniinent of t'harles X., and was the 
film friend of regulated freedom. As a 
minister of Louis Philip he ileprec.itid 
anarchy and loreign war ; and in an elo- 
<pient .uldress to the chamber of deputies, 
.Vlarch 7, vindicated the pacific and couscr- 
vatue policy of bin administration lie 
was succeedeil in otfke and in political 
principles by marshal Soult, the ministei- 
of-v/ar. 

I On the same day tlied of parnlyHis at 
I Pans, ageil tid, Bauon ( 3uviKa, the great 
i comparative anatomist, 
j 40, Dkvtu ok Sill Ja.mks .Maciniomi. 

, — T.ie health of tliis amiable man and 
rdo picjit wriier arul siatesinan, wliich w.is 
never ruiuist. Irad stilfered by his residence 
in If.dia. Hisdeath. however, whicb took 
place at tiis house in Langbaiii Place. J..un- 
'lo'i, was hasteoeil by the feverish excite- 
ment proiliiced by the small bone ot 
a fowl lodging iii his tliioat. He was 
•orii in ir<»o, at Aldouiie on the banks 1 


Torie.s, deprived the lios*ile section of the | 
aristocracy cf tin? sole fulcrum, by which, | 
with the least cuaiice of success, it c.iuid | 
hope to lesist the universal sentiment. The ' 
date ot the subju:' ; d regal circular, which ! 
has been alluded toalrove, addressed to the i 
peers by the king's private s cretary, s»; | 
Herbert Taylor, w i .drow the time when I 
the great state screw, in pns cssi ni ot the 
crown, was appbed to tiie up;>er cham- 
ber : — 

** S/> Jnmtst May 17, 1842. ! 

My uKAJt Lniiir, — I am honoured with 
hts Majesty’s commands to acquaint your 
Liordship, that ul diffic ilties to the ar- 
rangement 111 progtes.s will be obviated by 
a declaration in tlie House to- night from a 


Locli Ness within seven miles of Jiiwi- 
ness. His f.ither was a iniliti^ry ca; t..ni, 
and from him he inheriteil a siiiaU estiitc, 
vvhiv h for two centuries had l-eeu in 
family. He was not fortunate in his 
eaily teachers, tliey were carele:»s and im- 
inertiodical. At the Kdinburgli university 
he took the degree of M D., alter wbicM 
lie repail^il to l.amdun to jiract se as a 
physician. On this arena he api>ears to 
have attained notoriety with less delay am 
siruggling than commonly awaits the 
Hiliah'd adventurer. His first literary 
tempt, however, was uiiHucce-slnV— u was 
a uumphlet that Ifihofly read, / 

support of the imiimifed Huctvs d«» to _ 
regency Jiy the prince of Wales, ««• 
the ]»lf^^)f tlt« quentiou Mr. Foxund o 
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personal friends of hvj roynl hip^hness had 
espoused, rej^ardless of the parliamentary 
constitution of the {government as settled 
by the whijjs at the revolution. This 
failure was redeemed by the extraordinary 
success of his VindictB GalHcee in 1791 ; 
which, among its other merits, had that of 
correcting the errors of Mr. Huike relative 
to the French economists. It raised him 
at once to a high rank in politics and lite- 
Tidure, and made him acquainted with the 
principal leaders of the opposition. It is, 
indeed, a masterly performance, written in 
a style different Irom that which charac- 
terised his subserpient proiluctions, and 
mure in the manner of his gifted opponent ; 
being diffuse, vehement, and metaph(»rical. 
About this time he left medicine to devote 
himself to law, ami, in 1790, was qualified 
to join the home circuit. In the following 
year he became personally known to 
Burke, having formed a less fl.ittering es- 
timate of the bearing of the Frejich revo- 
lution since writing the I'indicte Gai/icte, 
“Since that time,” he says in a letter to 
the ora’or, “ a melancholy experience has 
undeceived me on many subjects in which 
1 was then the dupe ()f my own eutliu- 
siiism.** There was notiiing remarkable in 
this transition of sentiment in <i young 
man, nor even iji an old one. after the poli- 
tical lessons atlonled by the intervening five 
years; but Mackintosh has been accused 
of turning sharply on bis ctMliscijdes in 
error, and of having fi>rme<l an exaggerated 
estimate both of llie duration and magni- 
tude of the calaniities produced in France, 
by an exces . of confident-e m popular in- 
telligeiici’. Ills first wife was now living. 
Slie was the sister of Peti r and Daniel 
Stuart, the respective proprietvirs ui the 
Orac/e and Morniutf fWttii, ihe former a 
Pittiti*. and the latter a Foxite paper. Dr. 
Parr used to relate that M.ickuitosh wrote 
lea<liiig articles for each of those journals, 
»uite<l to iheir respective politiis , — {/^w 
Magarinr, xvii. 1G(>.) Hu als » w rote in the 
Monthly Review ; which lileriiry exertions 
Were necessary to the support of himself 
iind family, his practice at ihe bar being 
inconsidi;rable and little productive. An 
introductory lecture delivered by him on 
the Law of Nature and of Nations ob- 
tained the marked approval of Mr. Pitt ; 
jyhile hi.s late associate in the ca ise .»f 
lilierty, Mr. Gollwiii, withdrew in as* onish- 
ment from LincolnVlnn Hn!l, on hearing 
his tiieiui wind up an eloquent peiiod 
against *Mho idle theorlsU whv» built t^eir 
expectations upon such ubAii d chimeras as 
JJ golden mountain or ii perfect man.’* 
this re-action seems to have continued. 
Without any pnldic iiitiniatioii of ahate- 
Kieiit, until he returned, in 1819 . to Kng- 
from the recordership oP Bombay, 


which appointment he held for eight years, 
and had ohtaii.ed from lord Sidmouth 
through the intervention of Mr. Pitt. He 
now resumed his connexion wiih the 
wnigs. having declined a political over- 
ture made to him by Mr. Perceval : for, 
says he, it had long been my fixed deter- 
mination not to go into public life on any 
terms inconsistent with the principles of 
liberty, which are now higher in my mind 
than they were twenty years ago.” — 
{Memoirs bg 'hxx Son, ii. 24^.) Sir James 
continued steadfastly to act with this \»arty 
to the end of the war, and during fifteen 
years of peace ; when, on the formation of 
earl Grey's ministry, he received a subordi- 
nate place at the India Board ! He had 
refused the same apjiointmeut eighteen 
years before, and it was generally consi- 
dered immeasurably below his deserts, es- 
pecially in contrast with othi rs who were 
included in the cabinet. For this neglect 
various reasons have been assigm*d. One 
of the strongest is that sir James was unfit 
to be placed at the bead of any department ; 
in matters of business he was negligent 
and remiss in the extreme ; though splen- 
didly eh (pient on set occasions, he was not 
a ready debater ; while, as a practical man, 
in all that related to the details of mea- 
sures and the conducting of them through 
the huu^e of commons, he was singularly 
helpless and incompetent. More«»ver he 
was not a de cided partisan of any denomi- 
nation. The wh;gs had the. largest share 
of his afleetioiis, but be felt no marked 
dislike town ids the tories. lu politics he 
inciiiied to universal toleration ; balanced 
and too often indulged the over-refining 
cautiousnesN, 

u the craven scriqde, 

t)f thinking too precisely of the event 

belonging to ti e class whom Bacon im- 
pugns because tiiey object too much, 
eouMilt too long, adventure too little, and 
seldom tliivc business home.*’ Right or 
wrong, this was his settled juiiuiple. no 
le>s than his practice, lu his beautiful 
*• Life v)f !Sir Thomas More,’’ he says, “ All 
men. in the fierce contests Of cuiiiendiug 
factious, shoiild, from such an example, 
learn the wisdi m to fear, lest in their most 
hated antagonist they may str.ke down a 
sir Thomas More; for' assuredly virtue is 
not so narrowe<l as to he confined to any 
party ; and we have, in the case ot More, a 
signal example that the nearest approach 
to perfect excellence does not exempt men 
from mistakes which we may justiy deem 
mischievous. It is a pregn.mt pmot that 
we shoiihl beware of huimg vtni for their 
opinions, or of adopting their doctrines be- 
cause we love :uia venerate their virtues.* 
A philosophical creed, not usually admitted 
3 N M 



916 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


in party warfare, which requires fhat ani- 
mosities siioiild be kept uput the full theo> 
Jofjiciil heat, and no virtue in action or 
motive be conceded to an opponent. A 
like velvet softness pervaded the moral 
and metaphysic.il philosophy of sir James. 
He inclineU to an equitable adjustinent of 
opinions. His mind was amply stored 
with the collective wisdom of ages; and he 
loved to hold the scales, and by a constant 
shifting and sorting of quantities prevent 
the preponderance of either. In his reli- 
gions opinions he indulged in a similar sec> 
saw ; and, fmm the description of his latter 
moments, it is ditlicult to discern whether 
he expired an unbeliever or a Christian. 
His proneness to stand on the Initre 
elicited from Madame de Stael the name of 
Mr. Harmony ; and though his varied 
knowle/ige and great collocpiiul powers 
were much admired by that erudite ladv, 
she always complained that Mackintosh 
wanted genius. He was. in truth, nut an 
original producer of intellect any more than 
a letailer of it to the common people ; hut 
he was a gre.it capitalist, iv bo dealt largely- 
with the aristocratic orders. His eioiiut-nce 
Was of the exhibitive kind; neither con- 
centrated nor argumentative. It was the 
eloquence of the chair or the bench, rather 
than of the bar or tlie tribune. II is 
written style is neat, elegant, and correct ; 
but partakes of his cuustitutiunai languor, 
and is deBcient in movement and lorce. 
His most Celebrated forensic efibrt was his 
oration, in 180,3, for Peltiei, prosccnteil for 
a libel on Nap< leon. The accumulated 


j no confirmed opinions, though eminently 
acute, learned, and disqni.sitive ; not re- 
markable for active benevolence, but 
uflable, kind, even-tempeie«l, atlectionate, 
and di>iiiterested : in short, he would have 
made a very- gooil French abb6 before the 
revolution, and he descritted himself with 
tolerable correctness in a letter to his 
friend, Robert Hall, when he said. ‘‘ My 
nature would have been better consulted if 
I bad been placed in a quieter staticn, 
where speculation might have been my 
business, and visions of the fair and good 
my chief recreation,” 

June 3. Fl'nkuai. op Genekai- L\- 
MAKiit'R. — The inveterate hostility of the 
CarlisU and Republicans continued to m. 
danger the government of Louis Philip 
La V'endfce and three other dej)artmeiii<, 
containing a population of 2, 000, 000. wi^ru 
on the point of insurrection, and by a ruy.,1 
ordinance of the 4th were placed under 
martial law. The capital had been a sceiib 
of almost uninterrupted tumults since the 
beginning of the year, and plots wete cun- 
stantly' being funiie<i, suspected peivons 
arrested, ami ministers, by i>rosecutinns 
sought to cuib the violence of the o[-j op- 
tion jouni ils. At tliis juncture, the pul'iie 
funeral of general Lamarque olleied a 
favourable opportunity for bringing i^ito a 
focus ail the elemeii!s of political disonn- 
tent;aml, as Die throne of tne kingh.el 
been establislied by one daring ontbreak nf 
popular resistance, it might lie overtiiriieil 
by another. The general himself hail 1 etii 
one of the movement partv. — a popuhir 


store.s of a richly cultivated mind were 
lavishly poured forih in depicting the 
progress of the French revolution and its 
giant child. It failed, however, n obtain- 
ing the acquittal of his client, and was 
considered injudicious as a defence, though 
a hrilhant display of historical knowledge 
and philosophical acu iien. IIis e.iriy 
speeches on pardameiit a:e said to have 
disapptiuited expectation ; but on the oc- 
casion of the e-c.ipe of Huonaparte from 
Kllia he deliveied one of the finot j 
harangues ever heard in the house of com- 
mons. lie was also distinguished by his : 
sj>eeches in the »ff iir of Naples ; the cuii- ' 
gress of Luybach ; the oppression suffereil : 
by the Greeks; the Uitroduction of the jury- j 
law into Scotland ; bn government of Aus- 1 
tralia, and tlie u.-riend nent «>i the criminal i 
code. To be a star in the senate, in the | 
forum, in liteiatuie, and society, attests! 
vaned and extraordinary abiiitich. Not- i 
withstanding, sir James doc- not a]>pear to i 
have belonged to the highest order oii 
mtsnif either in decision of character, firm- 
ness of principle, or criginality of mind 
Ke was a lover of letters and philosophy ; 
more ptooe to investigate than decide ; of 


deputy and distinguished siddicr ot the 
! rtqmldic and the empire. He was gern - 
I rally beloved ; and au iiiimeuse pmcc'.vion 
[ was formed to do honour ti* his reniaiii'*, 
' consisting of depuiies and peers, nation. d 
I guard.s, the artillery of the tiiy, aiul the 
j exiled patriots of Poland, (lermany, Sjiai i, 
and Helgium. Spirited oiatioiis weie 'jv- 
livered ti'oin a platform by M. Maiignbi, 
Lafayette, inursluil Cdaiisel, and the P 
tiiguese general Saldaiiba. Tne relusalot 
the duke of Fitzjarnes to pay ie*ip» c- loilie 
deceased, nr a quarrel between the Juasiin 
Veuile and a reginient of drago 'iis, was 
the tieginning of tlie disturhance. (^ries 
were r.iise«l of ••.Aux arme>,*’ ** A has 
Philipp^*,’’ “ Vive la republique ” Harii- 
cades were formed, the lamps broken, iin* 
attempts made to uiipave tlie streets. 1 “* 
rioters, aided by some of the pupils ol 
Polytechnique school, displayed all t »« 
spirit of the days of July ; but the popnla ion 
not being so unaiiimiiiis, and the kuig «u» 
hu minihivr'of-war acting with hrnuies^. 
O iler was iiltiniatety restoied. This. io'‘ 
ever, was not accomplished without an n 
men.He siwrifice of life : in the tern ' 
flicti iu the utrceU lwt!re«tt 
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and the military 1,000 persons were killed 
or wounded. In the course of the ui^iitof 
the 5th, seals were placed on the jiresses 
of the Tribune, Quotidienne, and the 
Courier de V Europe, by order of the po ice. 
Next day, the kiii^ issued three ordinances 
decliirin^^ Fans in a state of siej^e, dissolv- 
iii;; the company »)f the artillery of the 
national ^iiard, and disbanding the pupils 
of the Polytcchnhjue School. This was 
almost as great a stretch of power as 
Charles X. had been detlironed for at- 
tempting, and, if constitutional, licmon- 
jstrated that the liberties of the Fretich 
were still held by uncertain guarantees. 
]iut the arbitrariness of the king was col- 
lected hy the tribunals. On the .30th, the 
Court of Cassati'-n decided that the ordi- 
nance declaring Paris in a state of siege 
was illegal ; and uiinulK-d the sentences 
pnnionnced by courts-martial on the 
prisoners convicted of rioting and rebel- 
lion. 

fi. Dkvtu of Juui-mv 15kntiia.m. — 
This celebrated jurist and law reiormer 
expired in W'estniinster, in the .s5iliyeurof 
his age, of an attack of bronchitis. He 
survived to hear of tlie success of the Re- 
form Bill, an event he hailed with satisfac- 
tion, and during the last (piarter of a cen- 
tury had witnessed the gradual spread in 
the New and Oid World of those principles 
of legislation, tliat had formed the staple 
occupation of his lile to inculcate. Ilis 
earliest literary labours are dated so far 
back that they have not inaptly been con- 
sidered antediluvian ; — he was a young man 
with the Sc-»tts, and at Lansdowne-house 
niing.ed in the society of Dniiuing, Pratt, 
\V\*dder!>nrn, and other lawyers atnl orators 
of the first A nerican war. But more dis- 
interested than some of his contemporarie'i, 
he did not seek to jirotit by, but to reform 
public abuses ; and his father’s death 
leaving him in possession of comjietence, 
he was enabled to chouse his own atmo- 
sphere, and. at once, abandoned a promising 
career he had commenced at the Chancery 
bill, to devote himself singly and in secni- 
sion to purNiiits be esteemed likely to be 
inure useful to mankind aim coiisouaut to 
his own notions of moral rectitude. This 
was about fifty-six years since, when he 
published a Fragment on («overnment, in 
answer to what Mr. Bl.ickstoiie hud said on 
the subject in his Commentaries. He *vas 
the first to rebel against jirescriptioii — 
«i;ainst the authority of the sagi's of the 
Year Books and Reports. No one Iwfore 
him thought of seriously impugning the 
|»riucipifs of Knglish jurisprudence. The 
business of the legal student was to mas- 
ter Its jargon, its technical and artificial 
niles. and bow implicitly to its dicta. Mr. 
Beiiihmn dissented from this passive 


yi? 

homage, and boldly questioned the fitness 
of a system e.stablislu d in a rude for a re- 
fined age. He was well qu.ilified to enter 
on this unbe.iten field. A lawyer himself, 
he was eligible to sit in judgment on the 
forms, mys: erics, and usages of his jirofcs- 
sion. Moreover, he w.is a learned man, 
well versed in ancient languages, philo- 
sophy, and history; he was a tr.tvelled 
man, had visited and observed must Kiiru- 
peaii cuniitries ; he was a man of the world, 
to.), though mostly living out of it — saw 
and communed with its chief luminaries — 
and no one kept a more watchtul Ux^k-out, 
from the panopticon of his retreat, on every 
occurrence, political, forensic, or social, 
than the philosopher of Queen-square 
PI tce. He also naturally possessed rare 
iuteilectiial eudowinents ; was eminently 
acute, shrewd, and investigative ; fe.>rless 
and unctimpromising in his researches after 
truth; and at an early period, few could 
more clearly and forcibly illustrate their 
ideas, or convey them in language more 
simple, terse, and eloquent. It is not, 
therefore, wonderful that an individu d so 
highly gifted should h.ive made an iiUj le.^- 
sioii on his age, and succeeded in planting 
his own authority iii]dace of the .intiquiiy 
he perseveringly assailed. This is so far 
theca>:e, that Bent ham’s name is frequent- 
ly heurtWin legislative assemblies ; it has 
I veil oeen respectfully adduced in the 
court of Chancery, and few now think of 
defending institutions because they exist, 
apart from their adaptation to living in 
terests. The old idols have been so far 
destroyed that danger has arisen, lest, in 
the enthusiasm of victory, a new idolatry 
shouhl he established oa their ruins, not 
less autocratical and without ap^ieal. 
There can. however, be no finality in in-» 
teilect, however great, any more than in 
social institutions, however perfect. The 
world is still too young, has afforded too 
few lessons of political experience, foi any 
one to affirm liy what priucijdes mankind 
can be bt-st governed, and we must be con- 
tent some time longer to go on experiment- 
ing and collecting new facts before legisla- 
tion cull l^e I educed to a science. It was a 
premature attempt to apply maxims for 
which the nations were unfit, that has 
mainly ilel.iyed the constitutional settle- 
ment of the Peninsula, and kept alive the 
sanguinary divisions of the South Ameri- 
can republics. A kindred error appears to 
appertain to the Benthamite theories. 
They aspire to be universal without re- 
gard to time, place, or circumstance. Ihey 
take ill only ouc element ol Man, his 
reason, leaving out his pa'^sionsj which con« 
stitute the chief motive j’Jirt of his exist- 
ence, whclher as an individual or member 
of society. They provide for the rational, 
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for which there hardly needs provision, ballot was his specific for sinister inihiepce 
Jeaving out the irrational that constituh in elections; “ single-seated justice,’ or 

e vast nnajority, and lor whose guidanc< the judgment of on© for judicial irrespon. 
restraint, law, and government are alone sihiiity. Me had the same faith in maxims 
requisite. It is only by collating the ab- that our ancestors had in proverbs. 'I’ljough 
stiactions of philosophy with history sagacious and well-informed, his judgment 
hat practical goyeniment can be perfected, on the adaptation of means to eiuls was 
he utility of this is evinciMl hy observing eccentric and unequal. What misapplied 
ne^ working of the universal suffrage prill- laboius were his Parliamentary Reform 


ciple, which Mr. Beiitham, in Im later 
years, advocated as the necessary guaran- 
tee of good governnieut. Rut in Kngiand 
we appear to have had already too much 
of universal suffrage governnieut, and it is 
to this species of dictatorship over the eway 
of the intelligent that may be ascribed the 
chief public calamities. It was the sub- 
serviency of universal suffrage to the pur- 
poses ol misrule, nut by votes but by popu- 
lar clamour, that precipitated the country 
into the^ firNt war with the American 
colonies* lhat delayed the emancipation of 
the Roman catholics ; and that hurried ou 
hostilities with France lu 1793. Had the 
general voice — the shout of a uumer cal 
majoritv — prevailed, we should not have 
had a Prote>taiit Reformation in the six- 
teenth century. It was its trunNitory pre- 
domiiiance tnat paved the way for the 
anarcitical butcheries of Robespierre, ami 
the military usurpati.ms of Cromwell and 
Buonaparte. Metaphysical ideas are 
useful for general guidance ; they'are the 
goal to aim at, but cannot be unexceptiun- 
ably applied in actual life. They are to 
the legislator what the stars are to the 
mariner ; they direct his pith in the open 
8ea, but iiisiory is the terrestrial chart that 
shows where the rocks and quicksands lie 
in the onward course of his navigation. 
The government of an age will always be 
a problem tor the ag^^, which canm»t be 
solved by an established formula, liowever 
ingeniously constructed. It is an equation 
into which few constant (pJ intities enter; 
not only their number but value vanes 
from the tluctuatious of social interests, 
the prevalence of ignorance or knowled;.'©, 
virtue or vice, patriotism or faction, piety 
or superstition, riches or poverty. .At 
different times and in different places, 
under these shifting unpuUes, nations are 
constantly Vieing carried away, ami a Solon 
or Lycurgus, in framing iniditutions fur a 
people, can no more overlook them than 
an engineer can over! ok the resistance of 
the air in directing the Bight of a shell or 
cannon-ball. The mind of Mr. Bentham 
was more mechanical than phil /sophical ; 
more quick than profound ; more suhde 
than comprehensive ; more fertile m dtrvis- 
iiig expedients for obviating specific evils, 
than in thituing organic changes in har- 
inuny with the general action of human 
p^issions, habits, and opinions. Thus the 


Catechism and his Church of Englandi>ni ! 
How contradictory to leave his body fur 
the interests of science and not his fortune ; 
to bequeath the reduction of his posthu- 
mous works to a poet in lieu uf a jihi- 
iosopher, and to project rules for giving 
ptfcision to the language of legislators, 
while his own was all but incomprelion- 
sihle! .\ habit of self-communion had the 
effect Commonly observed in secluded men, 
f producing an o\er-weauiiig love of bis 
own conceptions. Bewdldeied or weary 
hrough interminable niusings in the pm suit 
Dftiutli, heat length, it is said, came to relish 
a joke or an anecdote better than a rea-oii 
Speeches of Lord lironphmn, ii. I'lfC. i 'i he 
eniperament of Mr. Henthain was lei-u- 
iar; it was ari<l. and withoiif soul, 1 ke liis 
hilosophy. Kloqm nce had no thaim for 
im: what is more remarkabh-, tl.e won- 
lerful discoveries of jilivsical science ex- 
cited ill him no admiration ; nor dal he 
value them beyond their power to m ulster 
’o the common uses of life; for woiks of 
magination he had no taste, and nsid to 
vjoice that the worltl would never again 
■ee an epic poem. His oldest friend" died 
uiiregretted and without svmpatliy ; and of 
me we are to d (Ibtd. ‘J98} lie alwavs 
pok • disrespectfully, because he di'.aji- 
ane.ted some extravagant hopes which he 
iia<i funne l that the bulk of a large tor- 
uiie, acquired l»y industry, would be ex- 
•eiided III furthering |H)litical improvi!- 
lents. Thesi*. however, are only sjiots ui 
be ilivk of the most shining ami uvelul 
igbt of modem times, ami much may I'C 
d per ctmtru. 'I'bere was nvi gmle or 
hypocrisy in Hentham's nature, li he did 
lot like a man or an opinion he dui not 
■oficeal or f)isguis<- his aveisioii. lii-* 
aorals were un driiiished ; his horn sty m- 
orruptible; his word invi. late. 1 neie 
was nothing low or sordid in Ids asj na- 
‘ions. To serve mankind he threw away 
.mbitiori, power, and riches. Ilis wntmgs 
-re a well of important truths at whicli 
llumilly, Mackintosh, and Brougham filled 
heir ves-sels, and gratefully ackiiowledjid 
iheir obligations, especially the la't, w ith a 
noble oaiivion of his own traiiscemlant 
'hums. Posterity will a]»preciate ami do 
ustice to Jeremy Bentham. and they c;ui 
ot build too high m monument for bun 
,ho first rivetted attention on the gre.i 
ruth, that the sole end of morals, laws, 
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,in<l institutions U the happiness of the 
huiu iu race. 

June 7. Royat. Assent to thk Rkkokm 
liii.us. — was given to the Riiglish 
hill on the 7th by commission^ an<l an end 
put to the political suspense and excite- 
ijunt which had existed in an intense 
di'gree ever since the dissolution of the 
Wellington ministry at the close of 1830. 
The public joy was evinced by congratula- 
tory addresses, partial illnmiiiations, the 
projection of almshouses for the deserving 
indigent, dinners to the poor, exlubition of 
Hags, the ringing of church bells, and 
otlier pe.icefiil demonstrations. The dis- 
franchisement of the decayed bottmghs, 
and the enfranchisement in their stea<l of 
great and populous towns, effected a mo- 
mentous change by substituting real in 
place of the nominal representation that 
J)revioa^ly existed. An entire new con- 
stitiuMicy of ten pound honstdiulders was 
created in cities and itoroughs, whicli, 
though a fixed amount, was a variable 
standard, in <liff‘erent parts of the kingdom, 
so as to include in toe hnigess onlei a por- 
tion of every class of Iiouseholdeis or occu- 
pants. The ('ounty fcprestntutiun was cast 
eiitirtdy anew. Six representatives were 
given to Yorkshire, two for each riding; 
Lincolnshire, Devon, Kent, Lancashiie, 
ainl twenty-two other large countiis were 
dividial, and two knights given to eacli 
division; llerkshire uiitl six other counties 
Wi'i’e to retimi three instead of two members 
each; Cavinarthen, Denhigh, and Glamor- 
gan two instead ol one inoiuher. The 
comity constilneiicy was greatly extended. 
Jlerelofore, it had been restnettd to forly- 
sliiliing fi eeholders. It was cxtendeil to 
copy lioult rs of lO/. per .anuuin ; to lcsM*es 
of !('/., if lor not less tli ui sixty years, or 


deduction of eighteen from the ropresenta. 
tion of England. There was no popular 
representation in Scotland prior to the 
retorni act. The hurgess representatives 
were returned by the decayed corporations 
of the royal burghs. The county repre- 
sentatives by freehoblers, whose title con- 
sisted in holding of the crown a mere 
right of superiority over lands, being them- 
selves crown va^'sals, while the real pro- 
prietors of the land were vassals under 
them. pa\ ing feu-duties trifling in them- 
selves, and of no value unconnected with 
the political privilege. It followed that 
the elective franchise was wholly «lif»severed 
from proj erty. A man might have an 
estate of *2.000/. and no right to the supe- 
riority. If so, he had no vote. On the 
other hand, of all the voters in a county 
nut one might possess a foot of land there. 
Hy the new act existing franchises are pre- 
served; all persons lawfully on the ndl of 
freeholders in any shire, continue eligible 
to vote ; but the franchise is extended to 
the owner of any land, house, feu-duties 
or other herit.ible siil>ject of the yearly 
value of lOA In cities and tiiWns the 
right of voting has been taken from th»' town 
councils ami «ielegates, and extended to 
every perstin occupying a tenement of lU/. 
a year. The Irish Reform Act proceeded 
oil tho same liberal principle of enfran- 
chisemetit, but preserving existing rights. 
To Limerick, W’ateiford, ilelfast, Galway, 
and the university of Dublin, one addi- 
tional memlier to each was given. Right 
of voting in boroughs extender! to It)/, 
tenants; in counties to copyhoblers and 
leaseholders, same as England, with the ex- 
ception of the alteration of fourteen for 
twenty years, and 20/. for oO/. in respect 
of lessees. An effort was made i)}’ Mr. 


ol nO/., if not less than twenty ^-ears ; and ^ 
to /f nunfs-at-wi//, if occupy i rig at a yearly * 
rent of not less than .')()/. The last clause I 
W AS carried against ministers ; it was oh- ! 
jected to as bringing in a class of electors \ 
too dependent on their landlords ; but was 
snjiporteri by Mr. Hume and other 
strenuous reformers, who declared that the 
sole principle for which they had con- 
ttMided, and tlie basis of the Reform Bill 
itself was the enfranchisement, nut disipia- 
iificatiou of any class. The reform bills 
fur Scotland and IreUmd, and tin? bills for 
dividing the counties and for fixing toe 
ooundariesof cities and boroughs, followed 
tlose on the heels of the Kiiulish Reform 
Act, and were completed before the close 
yl the legislative session. The ret<nin bill 
Scotland received the royal «issent July 
1' ; that of Ireland August 7. An addition 
«1 eight members was inatlo to the repre- 
sentation of Scotland, and five to Ireland, 
Jnakiug, with the five added to Wales, a 


O'C’iniiRdl to obtain the re.smraiioii of the 
franchise ro the forty-shilling fVcehiddi rs, 
blit this was sueces-l’ully resisted on the 
ground that the * forties' in Ireland were 
nut a description of freeholders qua’iitied, 
hy independence or intelligence, to exercise 
the franchise, either with benefit to them- 
selves or others. The following exhibits 
the relative stale of the representation in 
counties and boroughs, before aud alter the 
reform acts : — 

1830 1832 

JCny/ish County Members . 8*2 H3 

Cities and Boroughs *103 324 

Universities ... 4 4 

HWch ('uuiity Members .12 13 

Cities and Boionghs 12 14 

Scotch County Members . . 30 30 

Cities and Boroughs 13 23 

Irish ('ounty Members . 64 64 

Cities and Boroughs 33 oJ 

Dniversity , • . 1 
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Tlie loss of Kn^laiid on the popular side 
has been a transfer of 18 of her represen- 
tatives to tlje other divisions of the empire, 
and the increase, relative to ihe cities and 
boroughs, in the number of county iiiein- 
bers. Her chief gain has been an increase 
in the number, and improvement in the 
intelligence and independence of the con- 
stituency. Scotland has beiiefilted the 
most, and Ireland, probably, in the smallest 
degree by the reform acts. 

18. 'I’he Duke of Wellington returning 
from the Tower assaulted by the populace 
in Fenchurch-street, and nearly dis- 
mounted. 

li). A stone thrown at his Majesty 
while o;i the grand stand at Ascot races, 
which hit him on the forehead. The of- 
fender was a u recharged Greenwich pen- 
sioner, with only one leg, who acknow- 
ledged he Committed the outrage in revenge 
that no notice had been taken of a petition 
which he had sent. He was tried and 
convicted of intending some bodily harm 
to the king, and sentenced to be beheaded, 
but respited. 

•Jb. Hon. G. Spencer, brother of vis- 
count Althorp, ordained a roman catholic 
priest at the hands of Cardinal Zarla in 
the church of St. Gregory at Rome. 

28. Diet at Frankfort issued their 
manifesto of measures adopted to pres rve 
order and tranquillity in (Germany. It ex- 
cited great ag tation, btdng mainly «lirecte<l 
against the ireeduin of the press., and al- 
leged seditions iis.semblages, and hound 
eacn meinoi r of the German Confederacy 
to mutual assistance in case of political 
disturbances. About a fortnight after it 
was followed ly a second decree, interdict- 
ing the circulation of the journals. The 
roairdates of the diet were enforced in Han- 
over, by the duke of Cainhridge, the rt’pre- 
sent.itive of the king of Knglaiid. 


arrived at Oporto, having sailed from Si, 
MichaePs, in the Azores, on the 28th lilt. 
H IS tleet consisted of 80 vessels, and his 
army of 7/i()0 men, of whom the best and 
bravest portion were lUOO English and 
French lulveiiturers. The object of Don 
Pedro’s enterprise was the establishment of 
his daughter Donna Maria on the throne 
of Portugal, usurped by her uncle Don 
Miguel. Ojmrto was promptly abandoned 
to the invader, and obstinate conflicts 
ensued in the iieighliuurhoud between the 
two brothers, but the year closed without 
either side obtaining a decided advantage. 

8. IMr. Jeremie, a ze>iloiis advocate of 
negro emancipation, having been nomina- 
ted by government to act as attorney- 
general in the colony of Mauritius, ai rived 
there agreeably to his ajipoiiitment. No 
soouer had he landed, than a great part of 
tlie white popuilation as'*embled to resi.st 
his admission to olHce ; and a deputation 
represented to the governor, sir ( hailes 
Colville, the impossibility of m.iintaining 
the public peace, if Mr. Jeremie was not 
tlisinissed. Sir Charles was induced to 
comply with their demand'^, and Mr. Jere- 
inie returned to England in the same vesisel 
that carried him out. 

12. The cholera commits great ravages 
in the Canadas, espieciaily Montreal nod 
Quebec. 

20. Mr. Osbaldiston, fora wager, frotfed 
the celebiated American hoi-se R.iltlcr 
thirty-four miles in two hours, ei.:hteeii 
minutes, and tilty-six seconds; tire hois*' 
was injured hv tiie e.vertioii and died next 

I day. 

' 28. Parliament granted 15.000/. to 

erect a national picture gallery and recoid 
ofKce. 

27. The conduct of 3Iajor 'NVvnd.h.un 
in causing a soldier, iiaiiird .\lex.in(lci' 
.Somerville, ti» he flogged under tlie plea of 


30. Chantiey's statue of the late James disobedience of orders, though, ii was 
w att placed on its pedestal, in (ieorge- al eged, in reality, for having expresud 
square, (Treenock. The lace is fine ainl certain politic. d opinions, ba\ ing boen sob- 
said to be a good iikeiitss. Mr. Watt sat jected to a military court of inqu.ry, fie* 
to Chantrey some tiria; before his death, jiiajor was acquitted of any .such condoci, 
and it is from liie biiT then made that the hni ceiisnrid lor informality in having i» ' 
statue in white niarlde, in Westnimstcr j roverl Idm for tliose opinions after In'* 
A bl>ey, and another of the same iiiaterial piinishineui. in presence of the regiment, 
in the British Museum, bav<* been III. )d»flled. Somerville shoiliy id’ter obtained bis d.s- 
July'l, St. Jean d’ .A ere su; rendered to charge, and a siihscription of 300/. w.‘i» 
Ibrahim, non of Mi lemef Aii, pasha of rai.sed ibr iiim 

Egypt. lorahiin soon after u* feated, in a Auy. 7. Duchess of Kent ami tlie prm* 
great battle near Damascus, the army of cess Victoria visit the lake and pasji ‘d 
the Sultan, and threatened to pe ^-trate into Llaiiberis The royal party embarked a 
Asia Minor. Tiie Turks were eager to av?iii the northern extremity of the lake, ^ 
theinselveH of European tactics and disci- huiidied yards from the ruins ol the 1 *i 
pline but tlie Egyptians had ai.licip.ited of I.iewellyii, where Edward 1. ^ 

them. to ut ack the We.hh when tlicy nmde t Ki 

3. l^ord Durham and suite sailed on last stuml. Here her royal highnebs c» - 
AU embassy extraordini^ to Russia. tereil the boat of T. R. Srnitb, E«q** “ ^ 

8. Don Pedro, ex-ero]»erur of Brazil, stern of which floated the royal h huoi 
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of Britain, for the first time since the days I 
of Kdwartl. 

11. Marriage of Leopold, king of Bel* 
giuin. with a daughter of the king of ihe 
French, celebrat»*(i at Compeigne. 

13. John Williams, aged 32. a water- 
man of Waterh )0 Bridge, performed the 
laborious task of rowing 9‘J miles within 
12 hours. No man ever before achieved 
tlie undertaking. Two skilful rowers once 
performed the distance in thirteen hoiiis. 

29. A public discussion took place .at 
Birmingham, between Mr. Thomas Att- 
wood, tlie banker, and Mr. William Cob- 
bett. on the best mode of relieving the dis- 
tress of the country. Mr. Attwood's plan 
was, the issuing of an unlimited nuinherof 
one-pound notes: .Mr. Cobbett’s, what he 
termed an ‘eijuitable adjustment of the 
taxes, public and private debts, &c. The 
audience decided in favour of Mr. Att- 
wood. 

(trkek Thkaty. — The long-pending m— 
gociatioiis between Hussia, l-.nglaiul, and. 
France, having lor their object the erection 
ofGieece into an independent monarchy, 
concluded with a treit) , of which the fol- 
lowing IS the substance: — I. PiinceOtho. 
of Bavaria, to bear the title ol king of 
(ireece. with right of succe>sion in order of 
prinuigcniture. 2. Three Ba\arian coiin- 
cillois to govern <Uiring the minority of tlie 
]niiice, appointed by the king of Bavavia; 
Orl.o to be of age in June, 1»3'). 3. The 

three powers guarantee a loan to Otlio. nut 
fxceeding b(J.t)l)0,000 of frams, to la- raised 
by three equal instalments. -I. Indemnity 
out of the loan to he paid to the Porte tor 
any territorial cessions to comphde the 
(Tieiiaii frontier. 5. Bavaria to furnish 
3. odd troops for the service of Greece, to 
be irpiipped and maintained by the Greek 
state, a. Bavarian ollicers to organise a 
nativinal army in Greece. About the same 
jiynod, a protocol was signed at Constan- 
tinople, by which the Porte assented to the 
extensu'm of the (ireek frontier as required 
by tlie London Conference, from the Gulf 
of Arta to that of Vola, and recognised the 
independence of the (ireek state. An in- 
demnity of *10 millions of piastres to be 
liaid to the Porte out of the proceeds ot the 
loan ‘guaranteed by the pnw'ers. It was 
not till December G tliut Gtlio left Munich 
for NaupUa, to take posscNsiou of the new 
sovereignly, that hail long gone a begging 
among Kuropean princes 

Sept, l;>. Duke diaries of Brunswick, 
who had been tieposed in 1831, in crtn.se- 
quence of his unpopular fneasmes and per- 
sonal incapacity for governing, hanisVied 
from Paris, where he had been ]>lotting t»; 

expedition to unseat his brother 
Duke William, whom the Brnnswiekers 
raised to the sovereignty iu his stead. 


18. Charles X. of France left liolyrood 
House for the Continent. 

21. Dkatii ov Sir Walter Scott. — • 
Tills highly popular author expired of pa- 
ralysis, of which decideil symptoms had 
appeared in the preceding winter, and was 
the same disease of which his father had 
lied a few years older. A rapid tour in 
Italy had not retarded the progress of the 
fatal malaily, and sir Walter, on his return 
passed through London in July, in a state 
•f hopeless debility, on his way to his 
rniich-loved abode of Abbotsford, Though 
his death had been expected for some 
nonths its announcement drew forth a 
general exjiression of regret and commiser- 
ation, heiglitened by its lingering ap 
proach, and the painful circumstances ol 
pecuniary difficulty by which it liad been 
preceded and liastened. He w as buried at 
Dryburch Abbey on the 2(ith, among the 
ruins of which his family possess a small 
piece of sejnilchral ground, given them by 
the earl of Buchan. The public testified 
their respect to his memory by opening a 
muniHcetit subscription for the erection of 
a suitable testimonial, and which ulti- 
mately amoiuited to 17,200/., the whole, or 
a portion of winch, it is intemled to ajiply 
to the redemption of Abbotsford for the 
use of his descendants. The illustrious 
deceased was born at Kdinburgh, August 
If:, 1771. II is lather. Mr. Walter Scott 
was a respectable writer to the signet, a 
branch of the law profession in Scotland 
corresponding to that of attorney or solici- 
tor in Knglaiid. Sir Walter was the third 
child of ii family of six sons and one 
daughter, all of whom he survived. His 
boyhood was sickly, and he mostly resided 
with his grandfather at Sandy Know, 
a farmhouse, occupying an eh vateil site 
near the old border foitlet called Smail- 
holm Tower, ovei looking the vale of the 
Tweed and other romantic scenery famous 
in Scottish story. It was here, sui rounded 
by reminiscences of Floildeii Field, the 
Northumbriiin marches, inoss-troojicr fo- 
rays. the ruins of IMelrose, Diyburgh, and 
the storied streams of Teviot, Kttrick, Yar- 
row. ;ind (ial;i-water, aided by nursery 
ballads and traditionary legends, that Scott 
imbibed that enthusiastic passion for 
minislrelsy, clanship, and Koh Roy lilc, 
which formed the dominant feature of his 
mind. At the age of sixtceiii his health 
experienced a sudden and decisive improve- 
ment. It became robust, ami he grew up 
into a strong muscular man, upwards of 
six feet high. He never, however, recovered 
the use of liis light limb, which was 
shrunk, and required to he supported by a 
staff that he carried close to his toes, the 
heel turning a little inwards. Had it not 
been for his lameness, it is likely he would 
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have been a soldier, instead of a poet and 
novelist, and for which he was naturally 
suited by his border jjifts and martial syiii 
pathies. He was not a forward scholar ; 
nor as an advocate at the Scottish bar did 
he acquire or anxiously seek eminence; 
nor was he conspicuous at the debating 
societies, where the candidates for forensic 
honours usually train themselves, and 
where moral and metaphysical subtleties 
generally form the staple topics of discus* 
8 ion. He was, however, a frequenter of 
the theatres, an inveterate story-teller, 
studious, and a great reader, especially of 
books of fiction, biography, general and 
local history, voyages, and travels. It was 
a peculiarity in sir Walter, who was mirth- 
ful and convivial, that he had no ear for 
music ; au<l though he was wont on festive 
occasions, when pressed, to contribute his 
vocal quota, he was incapable of producing 
two notes consecutively in time or tune. 
In 1797 he married Miss Carpenter, the 
daughter of a French royalist, of consider- 
able personal attractions, with whom he 
had become acquainted at the watering 
place of Gilsland in Cumberland, and who 
possessed an annuity of 400/. per annum. 
In the preceding year, he had published a 
translation of two ballads, *' William and 
Helen’ and the * Wild Uuntsinau,’ written 
by the German poet Burger, which had at- 
tracted much attention, an<l of which 
several versions by different persons b.ad 
already been printed. This was his first 
acknowledged literary' efTort, and its suc- 
cess was not flattering. Without allowing 
himself to be discouraged by this adven- 
ture, he continued, the culture of Ger- 
man literature, and, in 1799, jiublished a 
translation of Goethe’s tragedy of * Goetz 
of Berlichiogen.’ A year or two previously, 
he had been appointed quartermaster to 
the Edinburgh h^ht horse, for whom he 
composed a spirited war-song. After his 
marriage, he spent several summers in a 
deliglitful cottage at Lisswade, on the 
banks of the Esk, whence he w^s accus- 
tomed to make * raids’ into Luldlesdale for 
the purpose of collecting the ballad }K>etry 
of that romantic and primitive dUtiict. 
This collection, joined to various contribu- 
tions from reciters in other parts of the 
country, formed the basis «d' * The Min- 
strelsy of the Scottish Border^’ which es- 
tablished his reputati as a poetical anti- 
quary, and writer of considerable power 
and promise in prohe and verse. In 1803 
he left the her, entirely to devote himself to 
the more congenial pursuit of letters. 
“There hail Iwen no great love between 
them at the beginning, and it had not in- 
creased by further acquaintance.” He was 
in circumstances to foll^iw his inclinution 
without imprudence. By his ap|>ointriieot 


of sheriff, which he had obtained, and his 
wife’s annuity, he had a certain income of 
700/. independent of the property left him 
by his father. He further guaranteed his 
l»ecnniary indepeiulence by obtaining three 
years after the reversion of the lucrative 
office of jirincipal clerk in the court of 
session. The publication of the ‘ Lay of 
the Last Minstrel,’ in 180.'), was the begin- 
ning of his poetical renown. It was his 
first original work, produced him 769/. and 
a world of fame. ‘ Marmion,’ his second 
poem of magnitude, and, in the opinion of 
the author and some others, his best metri- 
cal production, followed, and promptly ob- 
tained from the publisher 1,000/. It pro- 
voked, however, a sharp liissection from 
Mr. Jeffrey {Edinburgh Jieview, April, 
180S\, who could not implicitly acquiesce 
in the new taste awakened by the genius 
of the bard, and rabidly patronised by the 
caprice of fashion. The prince of critics, 
who exercisi cl a fearful sway over the irri- 
table tiibe, contended that the building of 
ail abbey or a castle would be as genuane 
to the age as tlie revival of the obsolete 
rhyming and grot sijue usages of our fore- 
fathers. Ilis strictures were doubtless fVlt, 
though the minstrel was too wary a foe- 
man openly to avow displeasure at his 
friend’s criticism, further than l^y some re- 
taliatory proceedings, one of which, was the 
starting of the Qnarier/g Review on the 
allegerl ground of the noxious politics of 
the noithern periodical, whiih Scott re- 
presenterl to Kliis, Gifford, and other tories, 
as corrupting the public miud by its large 
s.ile of 9,UU0 copies and the dexterous 
talent with which it was conducte«l. 
Having been a col eague in the Edininoifh 
Review, Scott was enabled to give some 
shrewd advice, which he did, to Mr. 
Gifford, about the most skilful mode of 
conducting the rival journal. His own 
literary occupations were various and vo- 
luminous ; besides poems and reviews, and 
articles in a AVtc Annunl Register — 'anOtlicr, 
but abortive bomb, directed against tint 
Whigs — he edited new editions of l)ry<lcn 
and .Swiff, Sadler’s State Fapeis, and 
Suraers’s Tracts. 'I'hat a writer of original 
powers should occupy himself in such toil- 
some and inglorious tasks puzzled Ids 
literary contemporaries, but the mystery 
has been since unravelled. It appears 
that about the time when sir Walter 
withdrew from professional life. 
with the view of increasing an income 
already considerable, entered ^ 

secret partnership with an obi ichoolfellow 
ami iriend, James Ballantyne, in the p»t“ * 
iiig business, to wbjch was ultenvai- s 
added the bookselling business carriiMl on 
by John Ballantyne. To this firm he au 
vanced money and stipulated for oue-hal 
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ghare of the profits of the printing business^ 
which he expected greatly to increase by his 
influence among booksellers and la\v-:»gents. 
All the works he afterwards wrote, edited, or 
compiled, he stipulated with the purcha- 
sers of the copyrights that they should be 
printed at the Ballantyne prestS. It is a 
rule botli in Scotland and Knglaiid, that 
no barrister shall be a trader, and doubtless 
considerations of professional etiquette 
entered into the motives that induced sir 
Waller carefully to couceal his mercantile 
connexion. This secrecy was fraught 
with evil, and appears to have been mainly 
instrumental, by the over-speculation it 
induced, in involving all parties iii the 
pecuniary embarrassments that marked 
the sequel. For obvious reasons an 
author is not the safest judge of com- 
mercial results ; ainl had sir Walter’s pub- 
lishers been aware that he acted, not only 
under the ordinary influence of a desire 


which no other writer, probably, during his 
lifetime, ever enjoyed to the same dcdinous 
extent. He was not only the wonder of 
his own, hut of every civilized, eoiiimunity. 
The‘ great Unknown,’ the ‘mighty magi- 
cian,* the ‘ wizard of the North,’ are a few of 
the bombastic titles conferred upon him, 
and which his extraordinary merit and 
success elicited from contemporary re- 
viewers. The publication of the ‘ Lady of 
the Lake’ in 1810, carried to its meridian 
height his poetical celebrity. It was fol- 
lowed by otMers which met with a decided- 
ly unfavourable reception, partly from the 
public having become satiated with his pe. 
culiar style, which had Lust the charm of no- 
velty ; partly, also, from some inferiority, in 
interest or execution of the poems ; but prin- 
cipally to the circumstance of a rival having 
entered the lists of such prowess as to eclipse 
even the minstrel knight of Floddeu 
Field and Bannockburn. This was lord 


to appear before the public, and the seduc- 
tions of a congenial occupation, but that 
he had also a direct interest m keeping the 
presses of his partners employed, they 
would have considererl more deliberately 
than they often did the various literary 
schemes into which his lively imagination 
and siiiiguiiie temperament tempted them to 
embark. As it was, they judged in the 
dark, concluded upon testimony that ought 
to have been sus]ticiously received, uncon- 
scious that the Ballaiitynes were a kind of 
haVu. to sir AValter, who shared largely in 
all the veiiisou he could drive into it. It 
iorms quite a novelty in literary biography. 
Publishers are supposed to have the a<lvan- 
tage ot authors, but sir Walter by his system 
<d (iouble dei letion, first, in his contract 
for literary aid and superintendence with 
Cuiisl.ible and (yo., and then, by his share 
in the sub-drain at the printiug otiice. was 
a match fur them. Nearly contemporary 
with these mercantile connexions, and pro- 
baldy in part the result of them, was the 
maniiestation ol another passion, namely, 
tnat ut becoming a gieat landowner. The 
eagerness of the poet for territorial ilo- 
mams and a baronial residence, that might 
heritage of the her. d tary birds 
the soil seems to have kept alive, if it 
Tu bis speculative avidity, 

he building, planting, embellishing, and 
aying out of Abbotsford in Gothic style ; 
and the storing it with matchlocks, Jial- 
‘‘ms, battle-axes, and other remains of 
ncient armour, not only absorbed the pre- 
\vi*» author — great as they 

^ drove him on all the common 
wwantUe expediniits by which future re- 
af anticipated. It was, however, 

t a later period of life that this gulf of 
hm under him. For many years 

joyed an unequalled popularity, and 


Byron, who published the first two cantos 
of Childe Harold lu 1812, and followed up 
these by a rapid succes^ion of brilliant pro- 
ductions, which loi a time cast every thing 
else 111 the shape of verse into ihe shade. 
Leaving the field of poetry, Scott entered 
a new arena, in which he won fresh laurels, 
and a more dazzling renown than in metri- 
cal romance. •' Waver ley’ made its ap- 
pearance in 1814. It was published with- 
out the name of the author, and iu conse- 
quence, at first, was little noticed, but in a 
few inonths it started into a surjuisnig 
popularity, ‘ Guy Maimering,’ and the 

• Antiquary’ followed in the next two years, 
the fame of the author and the appetite of 
the public increasing with every fresh ven- 
ture. The Scotch novels proved a richer 
vein than poetry, and sir Walter having 
discovered the secret where his strength 
lay, e.xeried it with his aceustoined judg- 
ment and industry. Year after year he 
poured forth tbe rich creations of his fertile 
brain till the prose fictions he had ^twined 
oti^ ( to use his own jihrase) amounted to 
seventy-four v.'lumes, sold at haif-a-guinea 
per volume. Great as were the merits of 
these productions, they were not Itd’t to de- 
pend for success on desert alone : but ail 
the adventitious arts of trade and author- 
ship wer.r dexterously combined into action, 
to aid and inainiam their popularity. The 
Hunual profits of his novels, Mr. Lockhart 
says, {Memoirs^ iv. 145) for several years 
amounted to 10,0()0A; ihat is, in Messrs. 
Constable and Co.’s paper money. The 
composition of them did not occupy the 
whole of his time ; in addition to reviews, 
he furnished the articles ‘ Chivalry, 

* Koniauce,’ and the ‘ Drama,’ to the sixth 
edition of the Edinburgh Kucyclopadia ^ 
he was also the author of several fresh 
poems> histories, letters, and commuuica- 
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lions to newspaper)}^ besides either editing 
or assisting in the compilation of numerous 
woiks of anticpiities, topography, and pro* 
vincial history. Amidst his various labours 
he found leisure, not only for his oiticial 
avocations, but for social enjoyment and 
rural recreation, \yheii George IV. visited 
Scotland, he acted as master of the cere- 
monies ; he had been previously honoured 
with several interviews by that prince, who 
made him a haronet. and a still higher 
titular distinctiou. even that of ^ baron,' 
was aspired to by the poet. At this period, 
and ior some years after, sir Walter con- 
sidered himself and was considered by the 
world as a person in very prosperous and 
enviable circumstances. By an extraordi- 
nary union of genius and industry, regu- 
lated by a practised judgment, which 
enabled him to adapt his works to the 
popular taste, he seemed to have * fixed a 
spoke in the wheel of Fortune.' His aris- 
tocratic ambition, too, to keep himself as 
he expresses it * abreast of society,' had 
been eminently successful. During the 
greater part ol the summer and autumn 
he kept house at Abbotsford, like a wealthy 
country gentleman, receiving with a cor- 
dial, yet courtly, hospitality the many dis- 
tinguished visitors, both from Faigland and 
the Continent, who found means to obtain 
an introduction to his * enchained castle.* 
All this apparent security, happiness, and 
ostentation, however, was destined .speedily 
to crumble into dust. The disasters of sir 
Walter, like those of Napoleon, were more 
sudden and uvei whelming than his suc- 
cesses. In January, 182b, the great book- 
selling house of Ciuistable and Co. became 
bankrupt, involving in its failure, to an ex- 
tent utterly ruinous, the author of Waver- 
ley. By a system of mutual accommoda- 
tion, by bills and guarantees, which had 
been long carried on between sir Walter 
and the insolvent firm, who were his chief 
publishers, the former had become respoii- 
silde tor debts to the amount of 120,0004 
The causes of this pecuniary entanglement, 
HO far Rs sir Walter was concerned, have 
been already ulbirbd to. The realization 
of his romantic associations in the Abbots- 
ford mansion. h:id absorbed from titty to 
one hundre*! thousand pounds. It wu.s 
only bis works of imagination that had 
been lemaikably profitable; and these 
lighter barks, or to use a more novel 
and expressive metaphor, iiiese little 
steam-tugs, powerful as thej^ were, proved 
unequal to the task of towing along the 
heavier literary iiiercbaiidise, with which 
their talented author had freighted them. 
Tile calamity which, to the surprise and 
grief of the public, thus fell upon sir Wal- 
ter, he met with a manlinesf, fortitude, and 
integrity of pnnciple unparalleled. On 


meeting the creditors lie refused to accept 
any compromise, and he declared his de- 
termination, if life was spared to him, to 
pay off the last shilling ; the only indul- 
gence he asked was time. The divulge- 
ment of the Waverley secret became, by the 
exposure of Coiistable*s concerns, unavoid- 
able ; it had, in fact, ceased to be, if it 
ever were a secret, and was only part of the 
iiiystificatiun employed in the Scotch novel 
manufactory. A series of literary ente: 
prises was vigorously entered upon, the 
must profitable of which were the “ Life of 
Napoleon'* and a new and complete edition 
of the Waverley novels. The last were 
illustrated by notes explanatory of the cir- 
cumstances under which they had been 
composed ; ami was equivalent to selling 
the patent, after the author had long 
traded with the secret of his inventions. 
Before the close of 1829, eight volumes 
had been published and the monthly sale 
had reached as high as 3 ), 000 copies. — 
{Loc^/tari'g M(moirs,vn. 196.) The profits of 
these and other works, which the public na- 
turally inclined to patronise, from the laud- 
able motives under which they had been 
undertaken, were so considerable, that, to- 
wards the end of 1830, 54.000/. of liabilities 
had been paid ofi'; all of which except abui.t 
0,0004 bad been produced by the sale of his 
publications. It was in this year, as already 
mentioned, that sir Walter was attaclvcd 
by the malady which proved fatal. He was 
able, however, to attend a county meeting 
at Jedburgh in March, 1831, to oppose the 
reform bill. Here he was hissed, which 
repulse touched him acutely, and coupled 
with the deep mortification he felt at the 
a.scendency of the whigs, more than any 
thing, probably accelerated his death. 
Two daughters, since dead, and two sons, 
one in the foreign office and the other a 
major of hussars, survived him. Lady 
Scott died May 15, 1826. The great 
contemporary interest excited by ihe 
writings of sir Walter has imperceptibly 
protracted this biographical notice bc)ond 
the limits due to its relative importance, 
or than is perhaps necessaiy to elucidate 
the structure of a mind not remarkable tar 
variety or complication. The qualities 
which Scott excelled other men were lus 

fertile imagination, retentive memory, and 

tasteful judgment. These supplie*!^ 
materials and the artist skill successfully 
to use them. His genius was more simu- 
lative than reflective ; exhibited the power 
of the ventnloqui^t, in giving voices to hw 
impersoniitiuiis, while that ol the 
ter remained concealetl ; and was mi i 
that of lord Byron, who infused into ms 
characters his own feelings 
His Quixotic admiration of the V\ ayerl V 
age was a poetical fascination, that ftim 
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been fostered by early impressions and fic- 
titious readini^; but even his master pas- 
sioK did not overpower his naliival sagacity, 
so us to render him insensible to the bene- 
fits of civilization. or careless of the means 
of procuring; them. His writinj^s are not of 
a hi^jh Order of desert ; they have no ten- 
dency to correct, but cherish human er- 
ror — to put back, in lieu of advancing; 
the age; and their chief aim ajtpears 
to have been to profit the author by minis- 
tering- to the amusement of women and 
those who read for pastime. In tins he 
was eminently successful, without offensive 
or noxious accompaniment. He never as- 
sails a prejudice) or hurts any feeling, moral 
or religious. He is generully ainusiug, 
sometimes instructs, never corrupts. This 
is the great excellence of his tab s and ro- , 
mantic histories, whose graphic and pic- ' 
turesque descriptions of local scenery — 
fascinating visions of beauty and loveliness 
—tumultous and animated jireseiitmcnr of 
battles, conflicts, and altercations — coupled 
with a humour, generous, racy, and spon- 
taneous — delineations of character, droll, 
varied, lively, and original — have the 
effect of a play or a iiantomime, in agree- 
ably transporting from the realities of life 
to tire regiotis of fancy, without leaving 
behind any leporous distilmeut that may 
taint the heart or derange the judgment. 
There are some votaries who prefer his 
metrical to his prose romances. In the 
funner, he is like his own panoplied 
knights in armour, stately, impo.>ing, and 
magnificent, hut stiff, vacant, and artifi- 
cial ; while in the latter, whether in hall, 
rouit, glen, or bower — on heath, mountain, 
lake, or stream — he was natural, free, grace- 
ful, and energetic, like liisown Uob Hoy. 
A[)ait from liis fictions, he was nut a very 
successful author. He is loo careless, incor- 
lyct, prejudiced, and superficial for authen- 
tic history, biography, or general literature. 
His chivalry was limited to his writings ; in 
actua life no man appears to have been more 
keen, provident, shrewd, and self-seeking. 
His eagerness to uinass was soexce-ssive us 
to over-shoot its mark ; fiir it was his avidity 
for gam at all points that ruined him. Had 
he lieen more moderate — and .surely a cer- 
tain income of 2,UU0/. a-year was induce- 
ment enough to be so — how much more 
mniable would have been his biography.' 
VVhat a contrast between the author of 
Waverley and his gifted countryman, 
ouriis — between the scheming aspirant to 
arutucratic rank and the noble independ- 
J-nce of tlie peasant bard ! Leaving out the 
propensity to accumulate for the ro- 
‘nantic i«iealizution of Scottish aristo- 
fonudiiig a new race 
® Scot Is of .Abbotsford,’’ which are the 

wcuses adduced for him — the private cha- 


racter of sir Walter was gracious and esti- 
mable. Ill domestic hfe he was cheerful, 
hearty, and virtuous ; manly and simple in 
his tastes ; free, easy, jociih»r, and uii-is- 
suming in his intercourse with all classes 
and degrees. 

29. Report of the sanatory commission 
of Paris published, stating the number of 
deaths in that city arising from cholera, 
between March 29 ainl August 30, to have 
been 18,000. 

Oct, 1. A subscription raised in the city 
of London fur the erection of almshou^^es, 
in lieu of an illumination to ctdebrate the 
passing of the Reform Bill. 

10. The new formation of the French 
ministry announced iti the Moniteur : — 
Marshal Soiilt, president of the council 
and minister-of-war, rice M. Perier ; duke 
de Broglio, minister of foreign aifairs, vice 
Sebastiani; M. Humann. minister of fi- 
nance, vice M. Montalivet ; M. Tiiiers, 
minister of the interior, vice Baron L oiis; 
M. Guizot, minister of public instruction, 
vice M. Girod de TAiii ; IM. Barthe, 
keeper of the seals ami administrator of 
ecclesiastical aftairs. Admiral de Rigiiy to 
remain minister of the marine, and M. 
d‘Arguut of commerce and public works, 
Baron Louis and M. Girod de I'.Vin were 
created peers ; and a royal oidinunce fol- 
lowed, containing a list of the names of 
sixty-one other individuals created peeis, 

*2'>. Queen of Spam apjuniited regent 
dm itig the indisposition of the king; her 
majesty granted a general a nnesty, and 
declared in favour of liberal measures. 

30, A French scpiadrou urr.ves at Spit- 
head to co-operate with the Kiiglish iu 
coiniiellingthe Dutch to evacuate Antwerp, 
in conformity with the settlement of the 
great powers. 

Nov, 1. Charles Pinney, mayor of 
Bristol during 'he riots, aci^uitted of the 
charge of misdemeanour in neglecting his 
duly, after a trial i*f six days before the 
court of king’s bench. It appeared the 
accused had exerted himself, but h.id not 
been zealously supported tiy the inhabitants, 
from the uiipopulaiity of the political 
opinions of their reconler, and, next, from 
dislike of their close corporation. 

4. Died at his house, Ru'-sell-sipiare, in 
his 71 8t year, Cuaki.kk Ahhott, baron Teii- 
terden, lord chirf justice of the court of 
king’s bench. His heuith had been declin- 
ing for some vears; and on the commence- 
ment of the trial of the Bristol mayor, on 
the 27th ult., he was taken so ill that he 
was unable again to aj^pear in court. The 
ruling passion >eems lo have been strongly 
evinced in the last momeufs ot this emi- 
nent public functionary. His family were 
stantliiig round his bed, watching his 
closing struggles, when he was observed 
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feebly to move his hand along the pilloar, 
as if in the act of writing, and immediately 
afterwards he was heard to exclaim, almost 
in his usual tone, Gentlemen of the Jury, 
you may retire he then closed his eyes 
and expired. He was born at Canterbury 
of humble parentage, but received a classic 
education. At Oxford, where he obtained 
both a fellowship and tutorship, he was a per> 
severing and successful student, and distin> 
guished by his quiet demeanour. He 
owed his easy success in life to the patron* 
age of powerful individuals. Mr. Justice 
B idler, observing his peculiar talents, re- 
commended to him the legal professbui ; 
and his excellent treatise on the Shipping 
Laws obtained for him the favour of lords 
Eldon and Ellenoorough, — under the con- 
curring recommendation of whom he was 
advanced to the bench ; and in 1818 he suc- 
ceeded the latter as chief justice of Eng- 
land. Lord Tenterden was not an orator, 
but remarkable for a well-governed temper, 
learning, judgment, and excellent sense. 
He was not an advocate calculated to im- 
press a jury, but he was a safe counsellor ; 
and his business at the bar was so consider- 
able that it yielded an average income of 
10,000/. His court he contrived to keep in 
admirable order; and the most arrogant 
spirits were subdued by his grave and well- 
timed rebuke. As a legislator he had few 
claims. He was a conservative in church and 
state ; an<l the last speech he delivered in the 
house of lords, where he seldom spoke, was 
against the Reform Bill. 

6. A deputation, consisting of forty 
gentlemen, headed by sir John Key, the 
lord mayor, waited upon earl Gre\, lord 
Althorp, and lord John Russel), to present 
their hirdships with gold cups, the jiroduce 
of a penny sul^scription, to wiiich 300,000 
persons had contributerl. The cups weigh 
eighty-five ounces, and contain five pints 
each. A similar cup was presented to lord 
chancellor Brougham. 

An embargo laid on Dutch vessels by 
the English and French governments in 
their respective ^xirls. The king of Ilol- 
laiui refused to follow the example ; 
alleging that it would be unjust to entail 
on private iiwlividuais the consequences of 
state quarrels.’* 

7. Dl’Ciiv.ss of Brrut. — ^T his adven- 
turous Boiir! who had been for some 
time previously using her endeavours to 
excite insun ection in the western provinces 
in favour of her ton, was arrested on the 
7th at Nantes. She was discovered, with 
three of her companions, hi<I in an oven oi 
hinall closet behind the chimney, the heat 
of which greatly incommoded them, 
especi illy lh<? duchess, who was pressed 
agaiosi the back of it, and com|)elled them 
to cry out to surrender. The princess said I 


her pursuers had made war upon her d 
/a Si. Laurent^ She was confined in the 
castle of Blaye, — where, much to the as- 
tonishment of Europe, and the great con- 
fusion of the royalists, she gave birth to a 
daughter, May 10. it was not known she 
had forsaken her widowh<K)(l ; but after her 
accouchement she signed a declaration 
that she had been privately married in 
Italy to Count Hector Luchesi Palli, gen- 
tleniau of the chaml^r to her brother the 
king of Naples, and then Te.sidiug as 
envoy from that court at the Hiigue. T' is 
lapse having deprived the princess of her 
iuHuence over the Bourbonites, and of tlie 
power OI exciting disturbance, the Freijcli 
government gladly availe<l tiiemselves ut 
the opportunity to set h»*r at liberty. Im- 
mediately .she rect)Veied, she ivas put on 
board a French frigate, along with her in- 
fant and attendants, and conveyed to Sicily. 

lit. The king of the French, whilst on 
horseback proceeding to the chainberu to 
open the session, was fired at hy an nii- 
knowu person, who immediately escaped 
by mixing in the crowd. His majesty was 
unhurt, and proceedeil to ileliver the rovid 
speech, which chiefly related to the siege 
of .Antwerp, and some important laws to be 
introduced during the session. M. Diipiii, 
the ministerial candidate, was chosen 
sident by a large majority. 

‘id. The legislative assembly of South 
Carolina resolved to resist the tariff im- 
posed by thegeneral congress of the United 
States, They empoweunl the governor ol 
the state, general Hamilton, to declare its 
independence of and seiiiaratiun frinii the 
federal union, on the first appearance of 
any militaiy force for its coercion ; but 
they also stated what modifications in the 
duties on foreign manuf’actuies would 
satisfy them. President .lack.son replied 
in firm but argumentative and cimciliatory 
addresses. Early in the ensuing year this 
threatening commotion in the Union was 
coitipromised hy alterations in the tariff, 
which )>rovided that duties on imports 
should be gradually reduced to 20 per cent. 
ad valnrem, 

Dec. 3. Parliament dissolved by 
clamation. 

4. President Jackson tUdivered bis 
message to congress. He congraiulated 
them on the near prospect of the liquida- 
tion of the residue of the public debt, and 
deprecated the policy of the tariff which 
prevented a mutual commerce between 
their own and other countries. 

5. An Irish youth, aged nineteen, killen 
at Farsley, n^ar Lei ds. He had given of- 
fence to the trade unionists. Tlie perpe- 
trators of the foul act were not detected. 

15. During the second day’s jiolling a 
Sheffield an unfortunate disturbance took 
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place, which occasiuued the deaths of five 
persons. 

21. Battle of Konieh (the ancient /co- 
mum') between Ibrahim Pasha and Red> 
schid Pasha, the grand vizier. The 
victories of Ibrahim in the preceding year 
•had opened to him the way across the 
Tanrus, and, descending into the plains of 
Carainania, he took up a strong position 
behind the town of Konieh, where the 
enemy could reach him only through dan- 
gerous defiles. His army was inferiim in 
hurnber to that of the Turks, but hardened 
to war, accustomed to victory, and led by 
skilful officers. The vizier, apprehensive 
that Ibrahim might receive reinforcements, 
attacked the centre of the Egyptian posi- 
tion ; which Ibrahim foreseeing, he fellsud- 
cli'idy on the Turkish Banks, broke them, 
surrounded the vizier and made him pri- 
soner. This signal defeat caused the ut- 
most alarm at Constantinople, there being 
now no obstacle between Ibrahim and the 
shores of the Biisphorus. 

2d. SuUIlKNDKIl OK AnTWEIU* ^Tho 

French anny, amounting to near (iO.OdO 
lULMi, commanded by marshal Gerard, en- 
tered Belgium on the 13th ult.. and on the 
3Utl» the marshal stiminoiied general 
Chasse. in the name of the two c*jeiciiig 
powe:s, Englanii and France, to surrender 
the citadel, (leneral Chass^ refused, and 
declared his intention to hold out to the 
last extremity. After some negotiation, 
it was settled that the city of Antwerp 
should he considered neutral by both sides. 
On the dth inst., the. French having dug 
thfir entrenchments and prepared their ar- 
tilli*ry, opened a tiro in vtdleys with about 
ItlO pieces. The Dutch returnerl it with 
spirit, an<l many of the French were killed 
and w«>nndi d. The operations were cariiial 
on with vigour on both sides till the 23rd, 
when the besiegers having laid the interior 
of the fort in ruins and eirected a breach 
with the intention of carrying it by storm, 
general Chass4 surrendered on the follow- 
ing day. By the terms of the capitulation 
the garrison were held prisoners of war, 
till the surrender of Lilia and Lieikeiis- 
hoek, two other Belgic fortresses on the 
Scheldt, in ilie possession of the Dutch. 
Tile king of Holland, however, refused to 
allow of the suriender of these forts ; upon 
which the garrison was marched into 
France and the French army ev.icuated 
Belgium. 

31. Ferdinand of Spain rescinds and 
protests against a <lecree extorted from 
dangerously ill, by which 
the Salic law had been renewed, and his 
brother, Don Carlos, declared his sueces- 
the exclusion of his own daughter. 

luARRiAaKs.— A German periodical, the 
wiperust contains the ^lesults of some 


curious impiiries on this subject. It ap 
pears that to 1,000 marriages there were 
born in the Two Siciliua r>,54{i children ; 
in France, 4,118 ; in England, 3,565; in 
Zealand. 3,439. So that the Two Sicilies 
and Zealand being the extremes, marriages 
are less prolific as the country lies nearer 
the north. The writer also shows w hat 
might have been foreseen, that there has 
been a growing excess of males over females 
since the peace. 

CitiMK IN France. — O ut of every 100 
persons accused, 61 are regularly con- 
demned. Out of the whole population, 
one in every 4,460 inhabitants is accused. 
In every 100 crimes, 25 .are against the 
person, 75 against property. Experience 
shows, that the number of murders is an- 
nually nearly the same ; and, that the in- 
struments or means employed are always in 
the same proportion. The inclination to 
commit crime is at its greatest in ma/i 
about the age of twenty-live ; in womatiy 
five years later. The propoition of men 
and women accused is four to one. In 
summer more crimes are committed 
against the person, fewer against property ; 
the reverse is the case in winter. 

Steam Cakuiaoeb. — A parliamentary 
commitiee appointed to impure into steam 
carriages, concluded their report with the 
folhAving summary : — 1. That caniuges 
can 1)0 propelled by steam on comment roads 
at an average rate of ten miles per hour. 
2. That at this rate they liave cotivi-yed 
upwards of fourteen passengers. ,3. '1 hat 
their weight, including engine, fuel, water, 
and atteinlams, may be under lluee tons. 
4. That they can ascend and descend hills 
of consideraolo inclination with facility ainl 
ease. 5. That they are perfectly safe for 
passengers, 6. That they need not be 
nuisances to the public. 7. That they 
will become a speedier and cheaper mode 
of conveyance than caniages ilrawn by 
horses, b. That, as they admit of greater 
breadth of tire than other carriages, an<l 
as the roads are not acied on so injuriously 
as by the feet of horses in coinmim draught, 
such carriages will cause less wearofrtiads 
than coaches drawn by horses. 

Sociai. Economy. — ^I'he intjuiries of the 
commissioners appointed to inquire into 
the operation of the F<H)r Laws have dis- 
closed some extraordinary features in the 
condition of diHerent classes of society. It 
appears that, in many gaols, ciiminals have 
a greater allowance of food than that given 
to paupers, and that paupers in their turn 
are better fed than indejiendent labourers. 
The following results have lieen arrived at 
by Mr, Chadwick, wliich, if correctly de- 
duced, show that the Made of allorvance is 
proportioned to the demerit rather thun the 
desert of the receivers. Of sofid food 
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weekly, the independent agricultural la- 
bourer receives 122 ounces ; the soldier, 
168; the able-bodied pauper, 151; the 
suspected thief, 181 ; the convicted thief, 
239 ; the traiispoited thief, 330 ounces. 

Annual Ouituauy. — At Dublin, Alex. 
Niinmo, 40. eminent civil engineer; up- 
wards of 30 piers or harl>oura on the Irish 
coast were built under his superintend- 
ence. At Paris, Admiral sir Alexander 
Cochrane, 73, experienced naval i>fficer, 
and ninth son of Thomas, earl of Duiido- 
nald. At Lissun Grove, by his own hand, 
Jail es Fletcher, 21, author of a History 
of Pdlaud,'* a young man of promising 
talent, who ha<l become dependent on 
the uncertain gains of literature. Joseph 
IVI linden, 73, popular comic actor. Joseph 
Brasbrulge, 90, a rctiivd silversmith of 
Fleet-street and author of an autobiogra- 
phy. At Weimar, the celebrated Goethe, 
tt2, author of Werther, and patriarch of the 
mystical writers of Geiniany. At his cot- 
tage in the vale of Kvcshum, Muzio Cle- 
meiiii, 81, celebrated pianist, and according 
to Dr. Crotch, father of pianoforte music. 
At Fontainebleau, the Rev. Ciiarles C'ultou, 
authorol’ Lacon, &c.,aud an eccentric cha- 
racter, who committed suicide rather than 
submit to a surgical operation remlered un- 
avoidable by disease. Sir Richard Dirnie, 
72, ciiief magistrate of the police office, 
Dow. street. Sir Richard was a native of 
Scotland, and at one period of life a jour- 
neyman saddler in London. After an ad- 
vantageous marriage, the successful pursuit 
of bnsiiiess, and tilling almost every pa- 
rochial office, he was, at ti.e instance of the 
<luke of Northumberland, placed in the com- 
mission of the peace. He obtained the flat- 
tering notice of the prmce of Wales, while 
in his original employment; and distin- 
guished him-elf as a iiiagistiute at the 
Queen's funeral, and in the afiprehen- 
sion of the Cato-street conspirators. 
At Paris, M. Champollioii, 42, celebrated 
Egyptian scholar. At Duwlish, sir William 
Grant, 77, late master of the roils. John 
Ta\lir, 76, foiiuerly editor of the Sun 
newspaper and author of Monsieur Ton- 
son.” Churhs Diitler, 83, eminent juris- 
consult. and author of ** Horae Dibiieae.*’ 
&c. At Montpelier, near Bristol, Miss 
Anna Maria Poner, the accomplished and 
l^opular novelist. John lleley fJiitchiiisoii, 
eail of Doiioi ghmore, 75, a distinguished 
military officer, who, on the death of general 
Abercrombie, succeeded that gallant officer 
ill the command of the British army in 
Egypt. S»r John Cair, 6to, l,Je popular 
tourist and atithor of books of Travels. At 
the palace of Schoenhrun, near Vienna, of 
consumption, the duke of Keichstadt, 2i, 
the pnly legitimate child of Napoleon 
DuanapartCi Near Chelmsford, eir John 


Tyrell, 70, lineally descended from nil 
VVultHr Tyrell, who accidentally slew king 
William Rufus, and whose descendants for 
fifteen generations uniformly received the 
grade of kiiightliood. Viscount Dillon, 
54, author of The Tactics of yElian,”&c. 
George Bridgman, 80, court newsman in 
the latter part of George Ill.’s reign. Rev' 
Adam Clarke, 72, Wesleyan preacher and 
biblical scholar. At Chelsea College, sir 
Eveiard Home, 76, surgeon to that hospi- 
tal, and distinguished medical writer. 
Priscilla Wakefield, 82, author of many 
popular tracts for young persons. At Bath, 
James Stejihens, 73, late master in chan- 
cery, and fellow labourer with Clarkson 
and Wilherforce, whose sister he inarriid, 
in the struggle fur the abolition of the 
Afiican slave trade. Mr. Stephens was an 
able writer and speaker, and author of the 
celebiateil Orders in Council, framed to 
meet the anti-commercial Milan and Ber- 
lin dwrees of Napoleon. Sir John Leslii*. 
56, professor of natural philosophy in the 
university of Kdinl)urgh,and distinguished 
writer on mathematical and physical 
science. At Vienna, Andrew Count 
O'Reilly, 92, general of cavalry in the 
Austnau army, and considered the lust of 
the class of Irish officers, the contempora- 
ries or elh'fs of the Dauiis, Lacys, Lou- 
doiiM, and Brown>, so renowned in the 
wars of Frederick 11. and Maria Teresa. 
At Boston, in America, Dr. Spurzheim, 
56, the disciple of Dr. (iall, and zi* .Ions 
teacher of phrenology. At Pimlico, 
I'homas Hardy, 82, formerly secretary to 
the Loudon Corresponding Society and the 
subject of an unsuccesful government pro- 
secution (p, 590.) It being considered by 
the friends of Mr. Hardy that the justice 
of lii.s political views had been confirmed 
by the Refu»-'*ij Act, his interment in Bon- 
hill Fitdds made the occasion of a 

funeral oration, after the fashion of the 
French. .At Paris, Jean Bajitiste Say, a 
writer who had zealously l.ihoured to 
spread the economical principles of Ih. 
Adam Saiith among his countrymen. 

A.ii. 1833. Election an« (.‘omi'osiii^^ 
OF TiiK Firm' Reform Paui.iamem* 
The elections in the lust mouth of tlie i 
year were all over in le>» than three weeks 
after the dissolution of parliament. H*/* 
quietness and di.spatch with which IhtiJ 
national business was transacted conlia^^lt^d 
favourably with the fifteen days i'<di 
UcentioiJhness and immorality, wlucli pie- 
vailed under the former system. Kveu il“-‘ 
opponents of the Reform Acts weie con- 
strained to admit the siqieriority of their pt^* 
tical working in elections. By excluj nth 
non-resident Voters, by limiting the 
tion of the poll to two days, and ***^**^‘'*‘**‘ ^ 
the number of polling places, the expen 
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to candidates were diminished, and in- 
creasc'd facilities atiorded to electors. As 
fnight be expected, the elections ran 
strongly in favour of the ministers, to 
whom the people were under such especial 
obligations. The numerical strength of 
the different parties in the new house of 
commons was supposed to be — Ministerial 
members, ^ 400 j Tories or Conservatives, 
150; ^dicals, Ultra Liberals, Inde(>end* 
ent, Irish Repealers, &c., about 100. Con- 
sidering the latter division reformers, the 
subjoined statement exhibits, under the 
heads of Reformers and Conservatives, the 
liumber of each class returned by the 
counties, cities, boroughs, and universities 
of the United Kingdom : — 

Ref. Cons. 


England f County Members 102 42 

Cities and Boroughs 264 59 

Universities , , 4 

lEa/egf County Members . • 8 7 

Cities and Boroughs .11 3 

Scot/amlj County Members . 22 8 

Cities and Boroughs 22 1 

Ireland^ County Members .48 16 

Cities and Boroughs 32 7 

Dublin University • 

Total Members 509 149 

Of the whole 658 members, almut 280 had 
not sat iu the preceding parliament, and 
few of the 280 in any parliament. Of the 
380 niembers who had been in the last 
parliuinent and were als») returned for this, 
most of them sat for new places. Of the 
80 Irish reformers, 38 were pledged re- 
peaUrg. The universities appear to have 
been most deeply ciauervativcy the Scotch 
burghs the least so. The l^glish counties 
vere more conservative |P vu the bo- 
jonglis, but not so conservative as the 
Welsh counties, which exceeded the 
conservatism of the Irish counties. The 
subjoined statement exhibits the number 
ot counties and boroughs, the number of 
registered electors, and the number of 
members returned iu the general election 
of 1832 

„ ... Elector*. Mem*. 

EngUth CoViXi\\c% , 

1 .? 

fydth (^)unties 

BurouBh* 

^ 8co<cA Counties 

<6 1)0 Itoroutth* 

32 7riiA Count 10 * 

Do. Uorottglis <•& 

Of the 1 14 counties and divisions in the 

nited Kingdom, 60 were contested; in 
no contest. Of the 254 cities, l>oruughs, 

towns, 190 were contested ; in 64 
0 contest. In the first session of the new 
parliament there were 64 members hold- 


344,564 

144 

274.64? 

327 

25,815 

15 

11.309 

14 

33.114 

30 

31,3:42 

70 

60,607 

64 

31,545 

41 


ing commissions in the army, 9 iu the 
navy, and 45 in the militia and yeomanry ; 
68 holding civil or judicial offices, or 
having pensions, grants, or emoluments, 
to the amount of 101,288/. — (Par/. Pup, 
No, 671, Sess, 1833.) The number of 
members connected by blood or marriage 
with peers was 186. Those possessing 
church patronage were 79 ; merchants and 
traders, 33; manufacturers, 16; bankers, 
33 ; barristers, 64 ; law students, 2 ; so« 
licitors, 5 ; literary and political writers, 
6 ; and persons of no profession, 416. 

Jan, 1. A destructive conflagration 
at Liverpool, in which from fifteen to 
twenty warehouses were destroyed, with 
property to the value of 300,000/. 

2. Popui.au Education in Francs.— 
M, Guisot introduced into the French 
chamber of deputies, in a speech of great 
ability, his scheme of popular instruction, 
which passed into a law in the course of 
the session. It establishes three descrip- 
tions of schools; Elementary schools, of 
which every commune or parish is bound 
to maintain one, except when two or more 
small communes join to maintain the same 
school ; Middle schools; for the higher 
branches of education, of which there is to 
be one in every departmental town, and in 
every parish having more than 6000 inha- 
bitants ; and Normal schools, fur the train- 
ing of teachers, of which there is also to be 
one for each department. The elementary 
education is to consist of reading, writing, 
French grammar, and arithmetic, together 
with moral and religious instruction. The 
masters in all these schools arc to have 
small salaries, paid by the parish or depart- 
ment, but are to derive the chief part of 
their emoluments from fees. Each parish 
school is to be under the immediate 
management of a communal committee, of 
which the cure of the parish is to be fx 
officio a member, and which is also to con- 
tain one minister of each of the other re- 
ligious persuasions that may exist iu the 
commune. The whole system is placed 
under the direction of the member of the 
cabinet known in France as the minister 
of public instruction. The plan, in its 
leaning principles and details, is borrowed 
from that which has been for some years 
in operation irf Prussia, to which country 
M.C ousiii was sent by the government lo 
examine and report on it. 

6. Crown of France claimed by Joseph 
Buonaparte, ex-king of Spain, as having 
become the representative of the imperial 
dynasty^ by the death of young Napoleon. 

10. Death of Joshua Brookes, F.R.S., 
aged seventy-two. This celebrated anato- 
mist, during the forty years iu which he 
taught anatomy, educated not les\ than 
7000 pupili^ many of whom attain^ emi- 
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nence in their profession. His museum, 
which was only inferior to that of Hunter 
in the number and variety of specimens, 
was, unhappily^ in his declining years, dis- 
persed by the hammer of the auctioneer. 

16. A difference between the French 
chambers of peers and deputies, in con> 
sequence of the determination of the latter 
to allow no amendment to a bill they had 
passed, by which the observance of the 
anniversary of the death of Louis XVI., 
as a day of national mourning, is abolished. 

2U. The Hungarian diet opened by the 
emperor in person. One of the earliest 
proceedings ot‘ this assembly was the adop- 
tion of a resolution recommending the pub- 
licity of discussion in the diet, and the 
establishment of the liberty of the press. 

21. Seven persons killed by the explo- 
sion of six |)owder-miils at Dartford, in 
Kent. ‘JnOO lbs. of powder, exploded. 
The shock was felt at &eenwich, a dis- 
tance of ten miles. 

29. Mketinu of the Rbkokmru Par- 
LiauKNT.-^The new parliament was opened 
by commission, and the commons pro- 
ceeded to the election of their speaker. Mr. 
Manners Sutton was proposed by lord Mor- 
peth and sir F. Burdett j Mr. Littleton by Mr. 
Hume and Mr. O'Connell. After a debate 
of three hours, a division took place, which 
terminated in favour of Mr. Sutton by a 
majority of 241 to 3 1. Mr. Sutton’s election 
was opposed because he was an anti- 
reformer ; he was suppoited by ministers 
on the ground of his ability and experience, 
and also of economy, as, by his re-election 
to the office of speaker, the letiiing pension 
to which be had become entitled would be 
saved. On February 5ih the king de- 
livered his speech in person. It lamented 
the continuance of civil war in Portugal, 
and the necessity of coercive interference, 
in concert with France, to effect a defini- 
tive arrangement between Belgium and 
Holland, it announced that the approach- 
ing termination of the charters of the Bank 
of Knglaud and East India Company would 
render necessary a revision of these esta- 
blishments. It called attention to the state 
of the churches in England artd Ireland, 
especially in reference t<i the evils of tithes 
and the distribution of their revenues ; but 
si^gested that the refbnns in the two 
churches woul require separate considera- 
tion. Lastly, the increasing ^xrit of in- 
subordination and violence in Ireland was 
emphatically dwelt upon, and the necessity 
suggested of intrusting the crown with ad- 
ditional powers for punishing thtf disturb- 
ers of the public peace, and for strength- 
en tug the legislative union between the two 
kingdoms. In the lords the address was 
agreed to, but in the commons amendments 
were moved, having fur their objects to 


couple inquiry with coercion in the treat- 
ment of Ireland, and which gave rise to a 
discussion that occupied the house five 
nights. Amendments negatived by large 
majorities. ^ 

31. In Murray v. Heath the lonl 
chancellor disallowed the customary right 
claimed by the defendant to retain a cer- 
tain number of copies of all engravi.ngs 
executed by him for the plaintiff*. 

Several incendiary fires occurred during 
this month. 

Feb. 5. The Hibernia, capt. Brend, from 
Liverpool to New South Whales, with 232 
persons on board, of whom 208 were pas- 
sengers going out as settlers, destroyed at 
sea by fire, kindled through the negligence 
of the second mate, in W. long, 22 , and S. 
lat. 4'^, 150 lives lost, through the ineffi- 

ciency of the boats to contain more than a 
third of the people on hoard. 

b. Deatli of Admiral lord Kxmouhi, 
aged seventy-six. His father, Sainnel 
Pellew, was a Cornish gentleman, and in 
that county he finished his education. He 
entered the navy in his fourteenth year, 
and attained the rank of captain in 1/82. 
In 1796 he was raised to a baronetcy fur 
the personal humanity and bravery he ex- 
hibited ill saving the crew of an East lu- 
diainan, which, iii a heavy gale, hud been 
driven upon the rocks near Plymouth cita- 
del. In 1816 he concluded a treaty with the 
Algerines, being then the admiral on the 
Mediterranean station ; hut tlie treaty 
being almost immediately after violated, 
the result was the bumbardineiit of Algiers, 
in whicii the admiral was slightly Wiiunded, 
and his coat cut in pieces by grajie and 
musket shot. Fur this action he was 
created a viscount; the city of London pre- 
sented him with a magnificent sword; and 
the powers whose 8ubiectK(l200 Christians) 
had been liberated severally sent him 
their orders of knighthood. The admiral 
expired at his house at Teigiiniouth, after 
a long and severe illness. 

7. T. H. Goldsmid, of the llebreiv 
persuasion, called to the bar by the society 
of Lincoln’s Inn ; he was the first of that 
creed who entered the profession. 

Alderman Waithman died in his seven- 
tieth year. He was a native of Wales, 
.■^fter being su])purted at school by 
uncle, he came to Loudon, where he en- 
tered into the service of a linen-draper. 
When of age he commenced business at 
the south end of Fleet-street, where h»s 
monument now stands. Under the excite- 
ment of the French revolution he becaine 
a politician, advocating at that ear y 
period parliamentary reform, 
lived to see accomplished. In 13 lo 
supplanted sir William Curtis in the re- 
preseutatiun of the city ; was s ^ 
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riff in 1820| and in 1823 was chosen lord 
ma]^ur. 

12. Lord Althorp obtained leave to 
brinj; in a bill to amend the laws relative 
to the Irish church establishment. He 
estimated the revenues ot* the church at 
about 800,000/. ; proposed the abolition of 
first-fruits and of church-cess (rates) ; the 
taxation of benefices above 200/. and of 
bishops’ incomes ; the consolidation of 
sees, and the grant of episcopal leases in 
perpetui^. — (See Aug. 29.) 

14, Quakrhs’ Affirmation. — J oseph 
Pease, a Quaker, returned for the southern 
division of the county of Durham, having 
claimed on the 7th to be admitted to take 
his seat on his afHrmation, a committee 
was appointed to inquire into his rigiit, so 
to do. Upon the committee's report^ the 
commons resolved that Mr. Pease was en- 
titbd to take his seat upon making his 
atiirmation and declaration, instead of 
taking the usual oaths. It appeared there 
was only one case on the Journals, in 
which a similar question of a Quaker on 
his affirmation had occurred ; that of John 
Archdale, returned for Chipping Wy- 
combe in 1699. Quakers of late have in 
several instances been admitted barristers 
on making their affirmation in lieu of 
taking the usual oaths. A Quaker, since 
the repeal of the Test and Corporation Acts, 
has served the office of sheriff* of York on 
his affirmation. By statutes of the last 
and present reign their affirmation is adroit* 
ted in all cases, criminal, civil, and official. 

1ft. luisii Disturoancks Bill. — Earl 
Grey obtained leave to bring in a bill for 
the suppression of local disturbances and 
dangerous associations in Ireland, iiis 
lordship stated that between 1st January 
and the eiul of December, 1832, the 
iiinnber of homicides was 242 ; of rob- 
Wries, 1179 ; of burglaries, 401 ; of burn- 
ings, 568 ; of houghing cattle, 290 ; of 
serious assaults, 161; of riots, 203; of 
illegal rescues, 333 ; of illegal notices, 
2094; of illegal meetings, 427 ; of injuries 
to property, 796 ; of attacks on houses, 723; 
of tiring with intent to kill, 328 ; of robbery 
of arms, 1 17 ; of administering unlawful 
“alhs, 163; of resistance to legal process, 
® ; of (urniiig up land, 20 ; of resistance to 
hthes, 50 ; of taking forcible possession, 
making altogether a total of 9002 
eriir.es committed in one year; and all of 
these crimes of a description connected 
'edh, and growing out of, the disturbed 
state of the country. The bill passed 
Jttpidly through its several stages in the 
Jj'rds, but it was pertinaciously resisted in 

h® Commons, especially by the Irish 
’members. Ultimately, the third reading 
was carrierl March 29th, by 345 to 86. Its 
Provisions were similar to those of for- 


mer insurrection acts ; . empowering the 
lord lieutenant to prohibit public meetings 
considered dangerous ; subjecting the 
inhabitants of proclaimed districts to mar- 
tial law; prohibiting them from leaving 
their houses between sunset and sunrise ; 
suspending the writ of habeas cor pus f and 
authorizing domiciliary visits by magis 
trates. Amendments were carried in the 
commons restricting the jurisdiction of 
courts-martial to offences accompanied by 
violence or threats, and excluding the col- 
lection of tithes from the operation of the 
act. The act to continue in force till 
August 1, 1834. 

*20. Attkndanck and Petitions. — On 
the motion of lord Althorp the commons 
agreed to meet every day except Saturday, 
at twelve o’clock, for private business and 
petitions, and to sit till three, unless the 
business should be sooner disposed of. .\t 
this early meeting twenty members instead 
of forty to form a house ; and a quarter 
past five o’clock, instead of four, was fixid 
for the house assembling in the evening. 
It was also resolved that a select committeu 
should, in future, be appointed at the com- 
mencement of each session to classily all 
petitions presented to the house, ami to 
order the printing of such of them at 
length, or in abstract, as appeared to them 
to require it. These regulations were in 
tended to lessen the evil of nocturnal legis- 
lation, and for bringing more readily under 
the notice of the house the mass of j eti- 
tions requiring attention, and which had 
enormously increased. In the five years 
ending in 1789 the public petitions pre- 
sented amounted only to 880 ; in 1805 
they had increased to 1026; in 181 5 to 
4498 ; in 1831 to 24,492. 

Mar. 1. General Jackson became a 
second time president of the United States 
of America. 

5. Died, in his 52nd year, the earl of 
Dudley, a man who acquired distinction 
in the house of commons as Mr. W anl,an(! 
who filled the office of forei|;n secretary 
during the short ministry of Mr. Canning. 
His lordship expressed himself much 
alarmed at the republican tendency of the 
Reform Bill, and delivered liis last, per- 
haps his ablest, speech against that mea- 
sure in 1831. He possessed powerful 
talents, varied accomplishments, and a ge- 
nerous disposition, but his manners had 
always been so much marked by absence 
of mind, irresolution and infirmity ot pur- 
pose, that few were astonished 
melancholy circumstances under which he 
was withdrawn from society. He ex- 
perienced a succession ofpsralylic attiicksj 
and had latterly sunk into that state ot 
imbecility which Dean Swift long appre- 
hended, and in the end fell into, as the 
3 0 2 
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roost disroal of human visitations. The 
earl’s titles have expired with him^ except 
the barony of Ward, which has devolved to 
a clergyman. 

16. At the sale of the chattels of the 
'* late lord Eldin at Edinburgh, the drawing- 
room, in which the bidders had assembled, 
to the number of 200, fell in. Mr. Smith 
a banker, was killed, and several others 
seriously injured. 

22. New York papers of this date an- 
nounce the termination of the differences 
between the general government and South 
Carolina, in consequence of the passing of 
the new Tariff, by which the present duties 
are to be gradually reduced till they reach 
20 per cent, ad valarenu 

29. Died, in his 68th year, Samuel 
Drew, M.A., a well-known metaphysical 
writer. He was the son of a common la- 
bourer at St. Austell, in Cornwall, and at the 
early age of six he was taken from school 
and sent to work at a mill, where tinners 
refined tlieir ore, and earned twopence a 
day. He subsequently became a book- 
binder, and, while so occupied in business 
on his own account, he prepared and pub- 
lished his Essay on the Human Soul,” 
which first brought him iuto public notice, 
and which, not withstanding the dryness of 
the subject, has gone through five editions 
in this country and four in America, and 
has been translated into French. This 
work and some other metaphysical treatises 
procured him the honour of M.A. from 
Aberdeen. In the beginning of 1819 Mr. 
Drew removed to Liveqiool, and thence to 
London to edit the Imperial Magazine, and 
to exercise a general superintendence over 
the works of the Caxton press; duties, 
which he continued to discharge until the ; 
beginning of the month in which he died. 

In the last week of March Loudon wit- ' 
nessed two occurrences seldom seen to- 
gether,^ a deep fall of snow and a glut of 
mackerel. 

Several meetings have been held to ob- 
tain a repeal of the assessed taxes; also 
relative to the Factory Bill. 

During the month, in consequence of 
lord Durham’s resignation, oa account of* 
illness, the earl of Ripon became lord privy 
seal ; Mr. Stanley, colonial secretary ; sir 
John Hobhouse, secretary for Ireland ; and 
Mr. Ellice, sec etary-at-war. 

jipril 3, A serious riot at Frankfort, in 
the course of which the people, headed by 
the students, took the guard-house, and 
liberated the persons coiifioed fo. political 
offences. Several lives were lost, and 
many persons wounded, in the struggle be- 
tween the students and the military. 

11. IMed, in his 88th year, the rev. 
Kowuuio Hill, the celebrated minister 
of Surrey Chapel, Blackfriars Road. Mr. 


Hill was the sixth son of sir Rowland Hill, 
and uncle to lord Hill, the present com- 
mander-in chief. He was brought up for 
the church, in which he received deucon^s 
orders ; and, although he afterwards se))a- 
rated from it, he was always tenacious of his 
clerical character as an episcopal minister, 
and wished rather to be considered a non- 
conformist than a dissenter. His familiar 
anecdotical style of oratory was addressed 
to the common people,^ among whom he 
was an eminently popular preacher. As a 
writer he is chiefly known by the “ Village 
Dialogues,” a religious work characterised 
by the same qualities as his preaching, und 
which has been surpassed by few books in 
popularity. 

14. Day of thanksgiving for the cessa- 
tion of the cholera morbus. 

16. Mr. Hawes, the member for Lam- 
beth, in presenting a petition to the com- 
mons in favour of the removal of the 
disabilities of the Jews, repelled the charge 
that they did not employ themselves in 
useful pursuits, by showing that there 
were in France 1232 Jewish landed pro- 
prietors, 796 engaged in the military jiru- 
fession, 7960 artisans, and 220 manufac- 
turers. 

19. Died admiral lord Gamiurr, in' his 
76th year, at Iver. He was the grandson 
of a French ])rotestant whom the revoca- 
tion of the edict of Nantes drove from bis 
country. While a lord of the admiralty^ 
he compiled a code of signals that super- 
seded those introduced by James 1 f., when 
duke of York. In 1807 admiral Gambler 
was sent to demand possession of the 
Danish fleet, for the successful performance 
of which service he was raised tv) the peer- 
age and offered a pension of 2000/., which 
he declined. In his latter years he had 
been much occupied with the various n li- 
gious societies over which he presided, 
audio which he v/as a liberal patron. 

23. The fleet of Don Pedro being in a 
state of mutiny for want of pay, and on ac- 
count uf the dismissal of admiral Sarto- 
rius for demamling it, sir J. M. Doyle ami 
captain Crosbie were despatched on board 
the Rainha, the former to arrest Sartorius 
and the latter to supersede him. But sir 
John was himself arrested and detained, 
and captain Crosbie threatened with a 
court-martial. The differences were alter- 
wnrds adjusted by a partial compliance 
with the demands of the fleet, and the con- 
tinuance of Sartorius in the comrnamh 

29. On the motion for the repeal ot the 
house and window taxes in the cornmons, 
lord Althorp moved a counter-resolution, 

declaring its iiiexpediency, as also ol ' 
for the reduction ol* the duty o” 
which had been carried against ^ ’ 

asserting that it would bccimie neccss y 
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to supply the deficiency in the revenue by 
nil income tux. Thu counter-resolution 
WHS carried. 

29. Sir John Hobhouse resigns his office 
and his seat for Westminster, in conse- 
q '.lence of being unwilling to embarrass the 
ministry by voting for the repeal of the as- 
sessed taxes, to which he had pledged 
himself to his constituents. Mr. Littleton 
was appointed secretary for Ireland, in the 
room of sir John. « 

Influenza was very prevalent this month. 
According to the Medical Gazelle of May 
4th, it has been a hundred-fold more preva- 
lent than the cholera was, and more fatal 
ill London within the last 14 days than 
that disease within an equal period. 

Matj 7. Gross outrage on the person of 
the uresident of the United States, by a 
man named Randolph, who, after charging 
general Jackson with wanton persecution, 
tweaked his nose. 

10. Klection ft>r Westminster termi- 
nated : for colonel De Lacy Evans, radical, 
2927 ; for sir John Hobhouse, ministerial- 
ist, 2770 ; for Mr. Kscott, tory, 738. Sir 
John for 10 years had been one of the 
popular representatives of Westminster. 

Duel at Exeter, between sir John Jeficott, 
chief judge of the vice-admiralty court at 
Sierra Leone, and Dr. Ilennis, in which the 
latter was mortally wounded. The coroner’s 
iiKpiest returned a verdict of Wilful Mur^ 
tier against all the parties concerned. 

1 1. I.iOrd Tey Ilham, and a tailor named 
Donlaii, tried in tlie court of king's bench, 
oil a charge of swindling one Didyinus 
Longford out of 1,400/., under the pretence 
of procuring him a place under govern* 
meat. Both the defendants found guilty 

13. A public meeting having been 
culled in Coldbath Fields to adopt mea- 
sures for clioosiiig a National Convention, 
aliunt 1,000 persons assembled with bau< 
ners, &c., in dispersing whom, much vio- 
luicc was committed on both sides, and 
one policeman, named Robert Culley, was 
mortally wounded with a dagger. Aftei 
four days’ investigation, a coroner’s in- 
quest returned a venlict of JusltJutUe 
Homicide ; which verdict was quashed on 
the 30th, in the court of king’s bench, on 
the motion of the sulicitor-general. 

1 h London and Birminghain railway 
began. 

Mr. secretary St.inley, in an able address, 
uitroiluced resolutions for the abolishing 
ot colonial slavery. — (See Aug* 29.) 

15. Died Edmund Kkan, the celebrated 
bagedian, in hiw 4(>th year. He was the 
son of a tailor, and, after struggling through 
Rtcat ditficuUies and distresses iu the early 
part of his career, ho made bis debut ou 
the London hoards in 1814, in tho charac 
bT oi litnjlock^ his performance of which 


mmediately established him in that rank 
as an actor which he ever after main- 
tained. Ills great success supplied him 
with the means of vicious indulgence, 
which he had not fortitude to resist, aud by 
which his faculties were impaired, his 
health ruined, and his property dissipated. 
He is said to have received since 1814, in 
England and America, 176,000/., averaging 
9,000/. a-year. 

16. Mr. Cobbett, in the commons, moved 
a long resolution condemnatory of Peel’s 
currency bill of 1819. To this bill he at- 
tributed the subsequent distresses of the 
country in not having been accompanied 
with a reduction of tho public debt, and an 
equitable adjustment of all contracts ; and 
he called for an address, praying the king 
to dismiss sir R. Peel from the Privy 
Council. After sir R, Peel had spoken in 
defence, the motion was negatived by 298 
to 4 ; and a motion by lord Althorp, that 
the proceedings on the resuhition be ex- 
punged from the minutes, was carried by a 
like majority. 

18. A large meeting on Newhall-hill, 
near Birmingham, to petition the king to 
disnxiss his ministers ; Mr. Attwood and 
Mr. O'Connell addressed the multitude in 
favour of the petition. 

21. A treaty signed in London hy the 
plenipotentiaries of Britain, France, and 
Holland, in which the latter cedes to Bel- 
gium the free navigation of the Scheldt 
and the Meuse, and a free passage through 
MaestrichL Other points in dispute be 
tween the two kingdoms remain unsettled. 

An atfray between the soldiery and the 
iuhabitants of Neustadt, in Rhenish Bava- 
ria, while attempting to celebrate, a second 
time, the “festival of Hambach.’* Up- 
wards of 100 persons killed, and one 
cavalry regiment refused to Are ou the 
people. 

25. Trial in the court of king’s bench, Hex 
v. Phillips f arising out of the revival of tho 
calumnious libel on the duke of Cumber- 
land, relative to the death of his valet, Sellis* 
The duke apf^ieared as a witness ; he de- 
tailed to the jury the circumstances of the 
affair as before mentioned (May 3U 1810), 
'and exhibited the marks ou his head of 
the blows inflicted by the assassin ; which 
left no doubt of SelUs being his own de- 
stroyer, and the correctness of the coroners 
verdict to that effect. The jury imme- 
diately found the defendant guilty. 

*27, A busy week commenced at court. 
The king’s birth-day celebrated by a 
splendid drawing room and a grand 
dinner. Tlie next day, a levee, and a 
dinner to the Jockey Club. Prince George 
of Cumberland’s birth*day celebr.ded at 
Kew. A juvenile ball at St. James's in 
honour of tho birth-day of Princess Victo- 
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ria. A dinner given by his Majesty to the 
Nulli Secundus club. The queen visits the 
Zuolugical Gardens. 

31. Death of major-general sir John 
Malcolm. This distinguished soldier, 
statesman, and author, was born on the farm 
of Burnfoot, near Langholm, in 1769. He 
was scarcely fourteen when he was sent out 
to India, and rapidly made those acquire- 
ments which furmecl the basis of his future 
distinction. Having highly distinguished 
himself at the fall of Seringapatam in 
1799, and on other occasions, he was ap- 
pointed l)y lord Wellesley ambassador to 
Persia, which had never been visited by an 
English ambassador since the lime of 
Queen Elizabeth. This and his subse- 
quent missions to that country, which 
were chiefly designed to counteract French 
influence, he discharged with ability and 
success. In 1827, he was prevailed upon 
to accept the government oi Bombay, and, 
after effecting very important services, 
finally returned to this country in 1831. 
Sir John was the author of several literary 
works on the East, enumerated among the 
“ Men of Letters** of this reign. To a sub- 
scri[>tioii to a monument to his memory 
the pasha of Egypt subscribed 100/. 

31. Lord Aithorp, in the commons, 
proposed u series of resolutions as the basis 
of the renewal of the charter of the Bank 
of England. — (See^wy. 29.) 

Jtute 4. Died, in his fifty -eighth year, 
Peter, lord Kino, who obtained much no- 
toriety upwards of twenty years ago, by 
his attempts to enforce tlie payment of his 
rents in gold, in lien of ])aper ; latterly, he 
had been distinguished by his sharp at- 
tacks on the episcopal bench, and on all 
questions relating to the temporalities of 
the church. He was a man of great 
shrewdness, and the author of seveial 
works, of which the most important is a 
“ Life of John Locke.’* The materials for 
this work were in his own possession, the 
great moral philosopher having been uncle 
to lord King’s great-grand far her, Peter, 
first lord King, the lord-chancellor. 

13. Mr. C. Grant, in the commons, 
brought forward the resolutions on the 
renewal of the charter of the East India 
company, and the future government of 
India. — (See Aug. 29.) 

21. The recorder of London resigned 
hJs office on acr unt of the feeling ekcited 
by the narrow escape of a criminM named 
Cox iVom being hanged, through his inad- 
vertence. 

Ju/y 2. Hungerford market opened. 

8. Dxclinx ok Tlmkky,— a secret 
treaty, bearing this date, negotiated at 
Constantinople, between Russia and the 
Porte. Russia engtged to furnish Turkey 
with such forces as her exigencies may at 


any time require ; and the Porte engaged, 
at the demand of RuMWy to close the Dar* 
danelles against any foreign vessels of war. 
This suspicious alliance acquired the title 
of the treaty of Unkiar Skeiemf from 
the name of the place where the united 
forces of Turkey and Russia had encamped. 
Such a treaty between a strong and weak 
state threatened to make the latter a de- 
peudancy of the former, and naturally ex- 
cited jealousy among the European govern- 
ments of the ulterior de>ign8 of the empe- 
ror Nicholas. But, however dangerous 
the connexion, it was rendered almost ne- 
cessary to the existence of the Turkish 
power by the humiliating disasters of the 
preceding year. The army of a rebel vas- 
sal, that had advanced from Egypt and 
Syria, had conquered a great part of lier 
Asiatic dominions, and was within a few 
days* inarch of the capital. U'he victory 
of Konieh (see Dec, 21, 1832) had laid 
at the foot of the conqueror the whole of 
Asia Minor, where there no longer re- 
mained any means of defence, and where 
the mass of the population was iiidifierent 
to the contest, or prejiussessed in favour of 
the invader. Smyrna and Magnesia, both 
great cities, surrendered at the fir-^t sum- 
mons of an Egyptian officer, accompanied 
by a hamiful of men. Meanwhile Ibrahim 
marched forward to Kutaiah, whence he 
menaced Bursa and Constantinople itself. 
At this crisis, the sultan Mahmoud applied 
for the immediate aid of his lute enemy, 
the emperor of Russia. Tlie latter readily 
listened to the application; and in the 
month of February an auxiliary naval force 
hud anchored in the Bosphorus, within 
nine miles of Constantinople. Previously 
to this arrival, the other great powers had 
become apprehensive, and France sent ad- 
miral Roussin to Constantinople, to try to 
conclude peace between Mehemet Ali and 
the Sultan, without the intervention of the 
Russian aims. Terms were proposed to 
the Egyptian pasha, who insisted on the 
cession of Tarsus and Adana; the sub an 
hesitated — cousentetl, — then refused. In 
the interim, a second Russian sqiiadfon 
had anchored in the Bosphorus with '), 009 
troops on board, while others l ad crossed 
the Pnith and were advancing towards the 
Turkish frontier. The diplomacy of 
Europe beset the Divan — their united 
voices warned Mahmoud against his dim- 

f erous ally, — and at last, on the 4th M»»y» 
e consented to cede all the territories de- 
manded by Mehemet Ali. The Egyptians 
immediately after began to retire from Asia 
Minor. But the Russians remained in t ic 
neighbourhood of Constantinople till Julv 
ana did not saiffrom the Bosphorus i 
the llth, three days after the signature 
of the treoty of Unkiar Skelessi; thecoip- 
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billed English and French fleets continuing 
to cruize off the Turkish coast till the 
Czar’s forces had departed. 'By the treaty’ 
concluded with Mehemet Ali, the pasha 
lias become incomparably a mure powerful 
sovereign than his old master, the Sultan. 
He is now left in undisputed possession of 
Egypt, the fine island of Caiidia (Crete), 
the territories of Damascus, Tripoli in 
Syria, Seyd, and Safed; the districts of 
Adana, Jerusalem, and Naplous are also 
ceded to him, with the privilege of conduct- 
iug pilgrims to the lioly places ; and his 
son Ibrahim is invested with the title and 
])owei* of Sheikh*al>harein of Mecca and of 
Djidda. Mehemet Ali has now an excel- 
lent frontier, easily defended against the 
Turks ; is master of some of the finest sea- 
ports in the world ; and with the district of 
Adana, which he has tistensibly undertaken 
to farm for the sultan, he will have an in- 
valuable supply of timber for the growing 
Kgyptian navy. Both the pasha and the 
sultan t^ve been great reformers on the 
Kuropean model, equal in zeal, liut unequal 
ill success, and perhaps in alulity, and the 
favourableness of their position. Sultan 
Mahmoud has had more intractable in- 
ti'i'osts to deal with : his destruction of the 
Janissaries was ably effected, but his pre- 
cipitate attacks on the immunities of the 
])rivileged classes — the Ayans, or feudal 
lords, the municipal corjioratious, and oule* 
mas, or doctors of law and religion, weaken- 
ed his executive power, by rendering the^^e 
powerful orders discontented; while his 
loss of authority with the Turkish aris- 
tocracy was not compeiisa'ed to him by 
conciliating the masses, who were too 
ignorant to appreciate the risks he was in- 
curring, and the sacriBces he was making 
for their benefit. It follows, that the Turk- 
ish empire— if such it can he considered, 
idler the severance of Egypt, Greece, 
Algiers, Moldavia, and Wulluchia — is dis- 
organised and without strength ; and only 
exists because it cannot be easily, nor per- 
biips, without a general war, partitioned 
auiong tlie great powers who hold it in 
bust, and with mutual jealousy watch over 
its preservation. 

yn. Don Pkuro knteus Lisbon, — 
Alter the elapse of a year, and a succes- 
sion of <lesperatc conflitis between the W- 
loaguered Pedro ites in Oporto, and the 
Miguelites, the war took an unexpected 
turn in favour of Donna Maria. This was 
chiefly owing to the gallantry of captain 
t harles Napier, who had succeeded Sur- 
lorms in the command of the Pedroite 
stiuadron, and the enterp rise of the brave 
constitutionalist count Villa Flor. On the 

f**r^*^^* Napier took on board his ships, 
VMi A*?'^'** 3500 troops, commanded by 
Villa blur and the marquis of Palmella, 


and landed them at Villa Real, after dis- 
lodging the Miguelite garrison by the fire 
from his squadron. The inhabitants of 
the Algarves seemed more favourably dis- 
posed towards the cause of the young 
Lieen than in other parts of Portugal, and 
ilia Flor, dividing his troops into two 
columns, advanced towards Lisbon. Mean- 
while, captain, now admiral Napier, sailed 
along the coast, destroying the batteries 
and gun-boats of the enemy, till, July 2, 
he came in sight of the Miguelite Beet near 
Cape St. Vincent. His force was 278 guns 
and 2,500 men ; that of the Miguelites, 
360 guns and 3,250 men. Notwithstand- 
ing the disparity of force, Napier bore gal- 
lantly up to the attack, being favoured 
by a fresh breeze which had sprung up 
after the steam’Vcs^els, attached to his 
squadron, had refused to expose themselves 
by towing Ills ships into action, unless 
paid 2,000/. each. The Miguelites ciis- 
charged their broadsides into the Eedro- 
ites, but not a giiii was find by Napier, 
until he bad brought his own ship along- 
side the Hainha, 74, which he boarded, 
swt^d in hand, in the dress of a comuioii 
saiml, accompanied by a chosen baud. 
Almost at the instant, his sou, in another 
frigate, ran on the lee-quarter of the Rain- 
ha and also boarded her. The Raiuha 
mustered 750 men, and the conflict of cut- 
lasses, daggers, and crow-bars was terrific ; 
but in less than ten minutes, in the midst 
of the shouts of the victors and the groans 
of the dying, the constitutional flag was 
hoisted over that of Miguel. The rest of 
Miguel's ships were panic-struck. The 
Miguelite admiral did not do his duty ; he 
kept his huge ship out of action ns long as 
he could, and surrendered after receiving 
one broadside. The whole of the Miguel- 
ite squadron was captured, except a cor- 
vette and two brigs, and carried into 
Lagos bay. Events followed on land 
hardly less brilliant. Villa Flor attacked 
the Miguelites in the vicinity of Lisbon, 
and defeateil them, though double in 
number to his own troops, ami killed their 
ablest general, Telles Jordas. The night 
after this defeat, the Miguelite governor 
evacuated Lisbon, and Villa Flor entered 
the capital. The citizens opeueil the 
prisons of 5,000 persons confined tor politi- 
cal offences, and proclaimed Donna Maria. 
VVhile4hese a*lvanta;^s were gaining in 
the south, the Miguelites, directed by mar- 
shal Bonrmont, were making desperate 
but unsuccessful efforts to carry Oporto by 
storm. News arriving ot the ca]>iure ot 
Lisbon, Don Pedro Uft Oporto for the 
capital, into which he made Ins triumphal 
entrance on the 28th. This now became 
the centre of military riperations, and the 
year closed., leaving Dun Miguel still with 
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lar^ forces, and the country, except in 
Oporto and Lisbon, (i^nerally devoted to 
his cause. 

29. A strong sensation in London from 
its having been found that sir John Key, 
one of the city members, was interested in 
government contracts for paper, and that a 
sou of his, a minor, had been appointed to 
a responsible situation in the stationery 
office, at the solicitation, and on the repre* 
sentation of his father that he was of full 
age. After this business, sir John resigned 
his seat in parliament for the city, and was 
called upon to resign his gown as alderman 
of Laiigbourne ward, which he declined to 
comply with. 

Death of William Wilberforck. — 
This popular religious writer, philanthro- 
pist, and parliamentarian, terininattd a 
lung public life, in the 74th year of his 
age, at Cadogan-placc, CheUea. He de- 
scended from an old and opulent mercan- 
tile family of Hull, in Yoikshiie, of which 
town his granrffather was twice mayor. It 
was fur this borough Mr. Wilberforce was 
first returned to parliament, and for which 
he sat till chosen in 1784 for Yorkshire, a 
county ho represented up to 1812, when 
he exchanged its laborious duties for the 
less irksome ones of Bramber, and finally 
relinquished all senatorial functions, in 
1826, by accepting theChiltern Hundreds. 
Humanity and pious enthusiasm were the 
leading traits in the character of this 
amiable person. His father dying while 
he was very young, the care of his educa- 
tion devolved upon his mother, who placed 
him under the tuition of the rev. Joseph 
Milner, an evangelical clergyman, from 
whom he imbibed those doctrinal impres- 
sions, which, after a brief flutter of natural 
hut harmless gaiety, influenced his subse- 
quent life. Constitutionally kind, lively, 
benevolent and virtuous, Wilberforce had 
precisely those qualities which calviiiistic 
methodihm has no tendency to ameliorate. 
It was to religion, however, that he chiefly 
owed his vast influence ; and none of his 
contemporaries, not in official power, ex- 
ercised greater, both in parliament and the 
country. His speech against lord Melville 
is said to have carried along with it foity | 
members ; an extraordinary achievement, 
and quite in contradiction to the common 
opinion, that ^he best parliamentary ura- 
tuiy never converts a single vote. He was 
inefeed an effective and very persuasive 
speaker ; mild, yet earnest and pathetic ; ! 
a diction, pure, cofnous, elegant, and im- 
pressive, was aided by a voice of un- 
equalled power and swe^ness. It was not 
by enlarged and liberal views, nor accu- 
racy and extent of information, that he 
succeeded, but by the unquestioned sin- 
cerity and integrity of his motives. Car- 


ried away by the intensity of his convic- 
tions, he was frequently unjust to adver- 
saries; was led unconsciously into exag- 
gerations that were untrue, and into 
unworthy imputations against those whose 
aims were not less laudable than his own, 
though sought to be diflerently realised. 
There was in this, the intolerant zeal as 
well as the narrow-minded bigotry that 
would measure everything by its own 
standard. His self-denial was great, al- 
most ostentatious; his pleasure was in 
bestowing rather than in receiving; he 
might have accumulated riches, honours, 
and otfices on himself, but preferred dis 
pensing them to others. He was vain, 
fond of power ; but, like Madame Mainte- 
non with Louis XIV., loved to pull the 
wires softly and unseen. It was no mean 
ambition to seek to lead the great county 
of York ; to bo at the head ot the religious 
world ; the confidant of the inner cabinet 
of Pitt, Dundas, Jeukinsou, and Scott, ia 
the most eventful times of our history, 
and, on trying and critical emergencies, to 
turn the balance of legislative wisdom. 
Mr. Wilberforce did not surrender this 
flattering prominence without regret, and 
which he had made great sacrifices of 
purse and person to maintain, in keeping 
open house for politicians — holding levees 
for all applicants — submitting to have his 
moral sensibilities wounded by the profane 
and licentious — loitering at the saloons of 
he great and fashionable — laborious and 
costly elections and canva.ssings — tedious 
waitings at the Treasury and at Lambeth, 
"or livings, contracts, and appointments, 
or his constituents — ami, lastly, keeping 
up with everybody and everywhere that 
eternal **chatteratiun,” which he considered 
the great vice of godly people. In retiring 
from the representation of Yorkshire, h« 
observes, “ 1 cannot deny that I feci very 
ileeply the loss of my high situation nnd 
iieiug out of the dramatis persome, whilst 
all my friends are acting their parts.'*— 
Ufe by hin Sonty hi., 53b.) Mr. VVilher 
orce was nut a party man, though he 
generally voted on one side ; which arose 
probably from the princijile he held, that 
we ought generally to incline to the sup- 
port of men in power, and which might 
have led him to give his aid to the whigs, 
as uniformly as he did to the tories, had 
they been in authority. He was opposed 
JO the commencement of the war ol I71|oj 
but by a stratagem of Mr. Pitt— for he 
appears, on this and other occasions, to 
have been the half-willing dupe of pohw 
cal jockeyship — he woi kept from a 
clt'ciaratiou eti^his sentiments; and, at f*' 
1797, he was favourable to the continuance 
of hostilities, as necessary to national se- 
curity. In person, which was meagre an 
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diminutive, he hai a strong resemblance to 
the portraits given of Voltaire, and, though 
the very opposite of the infidel philosopher 
in sentiment, he had much of his subtle 
wit, quick perception of the ludicrous, 
sagacity, and satirical pleasantry. He 
foresaw clearly that catholic emancipation 
would not satisfy the Irish ; that the still 
greater grievances of heretic teachers, and 
the usurpation of the honours and emolu- 
ments of the catholic church, would re- 
main. — {Ibid. iii. 362.) “There is no- 
thing,** says he, “ too foolish for men to 
believe.** “ Consult the topic * Aristocrat- 
isw,* and you will find all great men hate 
])ublic meetings.'* '‘The good are not so 
good as they seem and the vicious, he 
might have added, are not without some 
redeeming virtues. “The first manifest 
effect of party is that half the talents, not 
to say all the talents of the country, are 
enij)loyed in thwarting and opposing, in- 
stead of promoting, public measures.” — 

( f'ot. ii. “ Parties divide on law and 

arithmetic as well as politics.” — {Ibid,) 
Against too much brevity in popular 
writing, he said “ Do not curtail too much ; 
port tble soup must be diluted before it can 
be u.sed.’* The great work of the abolition 
of the African slave-trade — which the ex- 
ample of (rranville Sharpe and the inde- 
fatigable 'fhoiTias Clarkson set him upon, 
and Stephens and Macauley aided him in 
carrying forward, constitutes his most en- 
during monument ; and he pursued it with 
a singleness of pur^Hisc that admitted only 
glancing views at nearer and not less fla- 
grant injustice. There was, indeed, a lofti- 
ness ill the aspirations of Wilberfurce, that 
delighted to concentrate its gaze on the re- 
mote and elevated points of the circle of 
humanity. His “ Practical View of Chris- 
tianity” refernul chiefly to the higher and 
middle classes, among whom theological 
tenets are generally more acceptable than 
tiu* practical precepts of the gospel. He 
ilid not, like lluward, “ gauge the mise- 
ries of jails,*’ and was too regardless of the 
enormous social evils arising from indi- 
gence and popular ignorance. As a law- 
giver he wa,s neitner giftecl nor well- 
placed. The business of modern legisla- 
tion refers to the present life, bui Mr. Wil- 
berfurco viewed everything in relation to 
the future ; which would have been more 
i*l>propriate in a convocation of divines 
than among the worldlings of the house of 
commons. Thr 9 ugh an unfortunate farm- 
ing speculation of one of his sons he suf- 
fered, at an advancinl age, a great loss of 
pro|)erty. Those painful doubts, too. al- 
^nost inseparahle from his peculiar faith, 
iiiid which ludhing save his constitutional 
vivacity could have enabled him to sus- 
weighed heavy upon him in his latter 


moments. “1 am,” says he, “ in a very 
distressed state.” — “ Yes,” was the reply, 
“ but you have your feet on the rock.” To 
which he rejoined, “ 1 do not venture to 
speak so positively, but I hope I have.” — 
(Li/e by his Sons, v. 373.) A career of 
virtue, like that of William Wilberforce, 
ought to have won for him a more firm and 
tranquil assurance. His life had been 
spent in doing good. Out of an income of 
8000/. a-year, he disbursed upwards of 
2000/. in acts of charity and beneficence. 
It shows how highly he was esteemed by 
his Yorkshire constituents, who subscribed 
64,445/. to defray his expenses in the great 
election struggle for the county between 
Milton and Lascelles, in 1809. 

Auy. 1. Mr. R. Grant’s hill for the re- 
moval of the civil disabilities of the Jews 
lost in the lords by a majority of 104 to 
54. 

3. The remains of the late Mr. Wilber- 
force interred in Westminster Abbey, at 
the request of the most distinguished 
members of both houses of parliament ; 30 
peers and 130 commoners attended the 
funeral of the deceased. 

0. Part of the Dublin custom-house ware- 
houses destroyed by fire, with property to 
the amount of 400,000/. 

15. Donna Maria acknowledged queei 
of Portugal at Lislnm, by the government, 
thiough Lord William Buntiiick, who 
at the same time presented his credentials 
as Knglish minister. France, Sweden, 
and Spain also acknowledged the young 
queen. 

29. C1.O8K OK THE KIUST RkFOUM SES- 
SION. — I'he king came in person to pro- 
rogue parliament. The. session had l>eeu 
unusually protracted and laborious. The 
house of commons had sat 142 days, or 
1270 hours. The average number of hours 
each day used to he four and a half or 
five hours; hut during the whole of ihir 
session the house had been occupieil on 
an average nine hours daily, and, since 
Raster, very considerably more than 12 
hours. The subiects legishitetl upon were 
i»f great national importance, referring to 
the stale of Ireland, the renewal of the 
charters of the Bank of England and Kast 
India Company, and the abolition of cmIo- 
nial slavery. Of the statutes on tht'se 
matters that received the royal assent, it 
will be suitable to give an outline. 

Chitrek and Tktkes of Irrfund. — The chief 
statute on these subjects is the 3 and 4 Wm. 
4 , c, 37, relative to the temporalities of the 
Irish church. By it the number of bishops 
is reduced from twenty-two to twelve, by 
the union of sees, as the present incum- 
bents die off*. After the death of the pre- 
sent incumbents, also, the income ot tho 
archbishopric of Armagh is to be reduced 
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from its (iresent amount of 14,500/., io 
10,000/., and that of all the other sees 
which may be worth more than 4000/. a 
year, to that sum, with the exception of 
the bishopric of Derry, the value of which 
is at present about 12,000/., and which is 
to be reduced immediately to 8000/., and 
eventually to 6000/. The leases of the 
bishops’ lands are to be converted into 
perpetuities, by which it is supposed that 
a sum of about 1,000,000/. sterling (it was 
originally calculated at three times that 
amouut) will be realized. The exaction 
of vestry-cess is abolished. So is also that 
of first-fruits ; in the stead of which there 
is to be imposed upon all livings above 
the actual yearly value of 300/. an annual 
tax, varying in its rate according to the 
value of the living. The money arising 
from these ditfeivnt sources is to be paid 
to a board of commissioners, and is, under 
their direction, to be applied to the aug- 
mentation of small benetices, the meeting 
of those expenses hitherto defrayed by the 
church-rates, and other purely ecclesiasti- 
cal objects. The board is also to iiave 
the power of suspending the appointment 
of ministers to parishes in the gift of the 
king, or of any ecclesiastical corporation, 
in which no service has been performed 
for the space of three years. Another act, 
the 3 and 4 Wm. 4. c. 100, em- 
powers the government to make advances, 
li) the amount of one uiunoN, to such of 
the clergy as had not been able to recover 
tiio tithes due to them, to be repaid by live 
annual instalments. Such of the clergy 
as accept this aid are to give up their 
claim to all unpaid tithes for 1830 and 
preceding }ears; and also to submit to a 
deduction of 25 per cent, on those of 1831 
and 1832, and of 15 per cent, on those of 
1833. By an act parsed the preceding 
session, *2 and 3 Wm. 4. c. 119, it had al- 
ready been enacted that, after the 1st of 
November, 1833, the tenants of laud 
should no longer be liable to the payment 
of tithes, but that that burden should, in 
all cases, fall upou the landlord. Pro- 
ceeding upon the principle of thiH salu- 
tary change, the present act provides for 
the repayment of the advance to be now 
made to the clergy, by extending the 
liability of the landlords back to the year 
1831, inclusive, and making them the 
parties from w) an the live instalments are 
to be demanded. Of course they have, in 
turn, their remedy against the occupiers 
of the soil. The effect of these arrange- 
ments is to place the clergy, in respect of 
their incomes, altogetlier out of the way 
«>f collision with the mass of the popti- 
iation. The church m^y still be objec- 
tionable, as not Ireing national, or as lieing 
kept up at too great an expense lor the 


good it does, but it has ceased to be a 
catholic grievance, and the burden of its 
maintenance is thrown almost entirely on 
the protestant landlords. Acts were also 
passed for the reform of grand and petty 
juries, the former exercising far greater 
powers in Ireland than in Kngland, and 
more analogous to those of a provincial par- 
liament. The provi^ons of the Irish Coer- 
cion Act have been already stated, Feb, 15. 

With less noise and discussion than 
had accompanied the passing of the Irish 
bills, Scotland benefited largely by the le- 
gislative toils of the year. Without th 
preliminary of a commission to inquire 
into abuses that had long been notorious, 
the lord advocate, seconded by the lord 
chancellor in the upper house, brought in 
and carried two bills to reform the election 
of magistrates and councils in the roi/filanU 
pari t ament ary burghs of Scotland. The 
roforin of these corporations had been 
loudly demanded by the public voice for 
nearly half a century. Delegates had been 
appointed so early ns 1787, to proceed 
to London, to manage an application to 
jiarlianient, and a committee of the com- 
mons made a report on the subject in 
1793. The war broke out, reform of every 
description was dropped, and the public 
heard nothing further on the Scotch burjlis 
till lord Archibald Ilamiltuu, May 6, 1819, 
moved for a committee of inquiry, whicb. 
was carried despite cf Mr. Canning, who 
opposed the motion on the gioiiud that a 
reform of the burghs would be a reform of 
_)ariiainent. Nothing, however, was dune, 
except imposing some restrictions on the 
powers hitherto exercised by the magis- 
ratesinthe expenditure of the burgh fuiifls; 
but nut touching the existing system in 
other respects. This was reseived for the 
eformed parliament, and the passing of 
he two bills, and of a third statute for the 
mprovement of the police of the burghs, 
has ulinust perfected the municipal gu- 
’efiimeiit of Scotlaud. 

One of the most generous acts of legis- 
ation ever recortled, perhaps, of any as- 
lembly is that for the Aboldiun of OUunin/ 
SUwery, The African slave-trade had 
x*en abolished in 1807 ; but the act ot the 
present session abolished slavery itsell in 
he West Indies. All children under six 
^ears of age, or Ixirn after Aug. I, 1834, 
are declared free ; all registered slaves 
above six years become, from the same 
date, apprenticed labourers, divided into 
two principal classes, prflcdial, or those em- 
ployed in agriculture, and the non-pi«dnil; 

the apprenticeships of the Ibnner 
Aug. I, 1838, of the latter, Ang. 1, l«4U. 
Tho hours of li^our of the prwdial apjiren- 
tice not to exceed forty-five in any one 
week, and for which they to be paid 
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either by being boar led and lodged, or by 
receiving a sum in money weekly. By 
the transition into the apprentice state, 
the slave immediately entered into the 
chief immunities of a freeman ; he could 
not be arbitrarily punished by his master, 
and became eligible to give evidence in 
criminal and civil courts, to serve on juries, 
and in the militia. One of the chief 
difficulties to settle was in determining the 
compensation to be given to the owners of 
slaves fur the loss of their compulsiiry 
services. A very small party in the com- 
mons was in favour of the immediate and 
entire emancipation of the negroes, and 
that without any cuinpcnsution what- 
ever : inininters at first proposed advancing 
a loan of fifteen millions to the West 
India proprietors ; subsequently this ioan 
was transmuted iuto a gift uf 2u, 000, DUO/., 
by which liberal donatiou, Mr. Secretaiy 
Stanley saitl, the whole plan would ensure 
the cordial co-operatiou of the planters and 
colonial legislatures. On this t)a!^is it was 
settled, and an end put to a question which 
had formed almost the exclusive subject 
of public interest and agitation by the 
religious portion uf the community during 
the last half-century. 

The Government of Hindontan formed 
a more important subjec' of legislation 
than the preceding, aflecting a poptilation 
of 100 millions, whereas the slavery bill 
applied only to 800.000 blacks. But 
the welfare uf the Hindoos excited much 
less interest both among members of Par- 
liament and their constituents, and may 
he partly ascrilied to the West India 
question involving a great moral principle, 
while the state of our Oriental empire was 
either a legislative subject of which few 
were competent to form an opinion, or 
interesting only to a limited class of com- 
mercialists, whom ministers had concili- 
ated by at once conceding a free trade to 
China, and the other points for which they 
had petitioned and agitated. The new 
legislation for India was comprised in 
three statutes, numbered chapters 85, 93, 
and 101 of the session; the first applied 
to the renewal of the chrrter of the Kast 
India Company^ and the future govern- 
;nieut of India; the second regi lates the 
trade to China and India; ana the third 
Tefeis to the collection and management 
jot the duties on tea. The charter fif the 
pimpany is renewed for the term of 
jlweuty years, from April 30, 1834, under 
certain restrictions : — 1 . The Chinese trade 
18 thrown open ; 2. That on the company 
transferring to the crown all their effects 
latter is to take upon itself 
the Compan)’s obligations, and to pay 
them a certain sum uunuuHy from the 
;4ndian levenue ; and 3. The political go- 


vernment of India is continued to the Com- 
pany for twenty years, the Company 
abandoning their commercial pursuits. 
These were the outlines of the new Indian 
administration. Subordinate provisions 
were made for the landing, residence, and 
settlement of British subjects in India; 
for the creation of two new bishopricks in 
India, in addition to that of Calcutta ; for 
he mitigation and gradual abolition of 
slavery in the East ; and for the appoint- 
ment of a law commission to inquire into 
and impiwe the existing laws, police, and 
coutts of justice of Hindostan. 

Charter of the Bank of England. — ^I'here 
was an elaborate inquiry in the session of 
1832, by a parliamentary committee, of 
wtiich Lord Althorp was chairman, into 
the expediency of renewing the charter of 
the Bank, and, in the course of the present 
session, there were protracted discussions 
both on the bank charter and the general 
state of the currency. The three questions 
on which the legislature were divided 
were, first, as to the expediency of con 
tinning the exclusive privileges of the 
Bank, and maintaining it in the position 
it had long held, of being the principal 
and governitig monetary association of the 
empire ; to this ;H>iicy ministers were fa- 
vourable, and, also, as it appeared, a large 
majority of the parliament. There were, 
however, two classes of economists, one of 
whom advocated the scheme of a national 
bank, to be managed by the government, 
and its profits accrue to the public ; while 
another was against any monopoly, and 
would have had the trade of issuing notes 
left perfectly free, like any other branch 
of private business. There was, also, a 
fourth party, but their notions were not 
restricted to banking — they extended to 
the general state of the currency, and 
aimed at its depreciation by a copious issue 
of paper, m order to counteiact the alleged 
effect i»f Peel's bill. To the expedient of 
altering the standard of value there was a 
salutary repugnance, and government suc- 
ceeded in deteatiug this and other sugges- 
tions iu opposition to their own pnqiosi- 
tions for the renewal of the Bank charter. 
The Bank, however, was depriveil of two 
of its privileges: first, the restriction 
which prohibited other banks from draw- 
ing bills on London for less than .')(>/. is 
abolished ; and banks beyond the distaure 
of 65 miles may now issue notes, and make 
them ]>ayahle in London, for any sum 
not uuder 5/. Secondly, banks of nepo.sit 
may now be established in Jjoudon, or 
witnin 05 miles of it, liaving moro tiian 
«j? partners; in truth, the bank hiul never 
any privilege in this respect, and it was a 
popular error to suppose that banking 
tiruiB of more than six could not legallv 
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exist in the metropolis prior to the act of 
1833. Another concession obtained from 
the Bank is a reduction, to the amount of 
1 20,000/., in a charp:e of about 280,000/. 
the directors annually made for the ma- 
nagement of the public debt, &c. Further, 
the Bank is required to publish monthly, 
in the London Gazette^ a statement of its 
assets, and amount of notes in circulation. 
A like obligation of making periodical re- 
turns of tht'ir issues of notes was imposed, 
during the session, on the country banks. 
The Bank obtained one im|)ortant privilege, 
its paper is made a legal tender for all sums 
above 51., except by the Bank itself, or its 
branches; so that a bank-note is made 
equivalent to gold if offered in acquittance 
of a debt or other obligation exceeding 51. 
This clause parliament left open to be 
rescinded, if it thought fit, before the ter- 
mination of the new charter. There is 
another enactment of general interest, 
namely, that by which bills ^of exchange 
drawn for not exceeding three months are 
exempt from the usury laws. The charter 
is renewed under these limitations till 
August, 1855, with this reservation, how- 
ever, that it might be put an end to, should 
parliament choose, in 1845, by a year’s 
previous notice being given. 

Ill addition to these great legislative 
measures, elaborately discussed and set- 
tled, various taxes were rejiealed, the 
public estimates reduced, and financial 
and judicial amendments adopted. The 
following is a title of the subordinate 
matters effected during the session : — 

Total repeal of the duty on tiles. 

Repeal of 2r. stamp-duty on advertise- 
ments. 

Reduction of duty on maiiiie insurances. 

Reduction of assessed taxes on shops, 
&c. 

Repeal of stamp-duty on receipts 
under 51. 

Repeal of additional duty (1821) on 
raw cotton. 

Reduction ot half the duty on soap. 

Protection of dramatic copyrights. 

Improvement of London police act. 

General watching and lighting act for 
England. 

Limitation of actions relative to real 
property. 

Improving judicial administration. 

Offices abolished and reformed in the 
Court of Chancery. 

Copyhold estates made assets for pay- 
ment of simple contract equally with 
sperialty debts. 

Laws of duwer and inheritance amended 

Punishment of death alxilibhed for 
burglary. 

Filiee and recoveries abolished. 


Laws amended relative to sewers, facto- 
ries, insane iiersons, high roads in 
Scotland, and sale of beer in Ireland, 
&c. 

About 166 private bills were introduced, 
discussed, passed, and received the royal 
assent. An account appeared of the num- 
ber of times each member of the commons 
spoke during this memorable working 
session, and how many columns in the 
Mirror of Parliament” bis speeches occu- 
pied. Upwards of 1 1,000 speeches were 
delivered, and the six most frequent speak- 
ers were : — 

Times. Col.i. LtriO'-. 
Lord Althorp . . 1026 . 387 . 22 
Mr. O’Connell . . 647 . 388 . 88 

Mr. Hume ... 601 . 253 . 73 

Mr. K. G. Stanley 292 . 192 . 2 

Mr. Cobbett. . . 261 . 151 . 88 

Sir Robert Peel • 106 . 132 . 26 

Aug. 30. A great fire at Constantinople, 
by which one-fourth of the city is <if- 
stroyed. It is attributed to incendiaries 
and the result of public discontents. 

31. The ship Amphitrite, conveying 
convicts to New South Wales, and having 
on board 103 female convicts, 12 children, 
and a crew of 16 men, was driven on the 
Boulogne sands, in the heavy gale wliich 
commenced on the 29th, Those on board 
might, probably, have been saved before 
the return of the tide, but, apparently 
through the capbiin’s doubt us to his au- 
thority to allow the convicts to escape to 
the shore, as well as through the sanitary 
regulations of the French, all, except three 
of the crew, were drowned. 

A regular daily mail, Sunday excepted, 
established between England and France 
tkpt. 7. Died, aged 88, Mrs. Hannah 
Mokk. This dibtinguishtd lady was one 
of five daughters of the schoolmaster of a 
charity-school, and afterxvards of a private 
school, at Bristol. Mrs. More's moral and 
religious works are very numerous, and 
established for her a very considerable 
literary reputation ; while the circumstance 
that she had numbered Garrick, Johnson, 
Burke, Reynolds, and Wilberforcc, among 
her friends and correspondents, attached 
a powerful interest to her person. U was 
at one time contemplated to intrust her 
with the education of the Princess ( har- 
lotte; but, as she would not accept a 
limited control, the design was abandoned. 
She is said to have realized 
her writings; and, by her will, 19, • 

is distributed among various religious am 
charitable inirtilutions. , 

II. At this date 20,000 persons had 
perished from cholera since the ♦) 
of Aitgust, 
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22. The young Queen of Portugal 
arrived at Lisbon, and was well received 
by the inhabitants. 

24. The Corporation of Leicester re- 
fused to deliver up to his Majesty’s com- 
Toisaioners, for the purpose of inquiring 
into the state of Municipal Corporations, 
certain documents and accounts required 
by them, as well as to submit to a personal 
and public examination before them. The 
corporations of Norwich, Maidstone, and 
the Merchant Tailors* Company of Lon- 
don, subsequently followed the example. 

29. Dkath of Fkruinand VII. — ^The 
King of Spain was in his fiftieth year, and 
his demise, which was reported to have 
taken place almost a twelvemonth before, 
was an event that had long been expected. 
His life had been one of painful vicissi- 
tudes, and of more trouble than experienced 
by many of his subjects. Kver since the 
embroilment with his father in 1808, which 
afforded a pretext for the interference of 
Napoleon in Spanish affairs, his name had 
been conspicuous in Kurope, but mostly 
associated with acts of weakness and 
tyranny. His death became the signal for 
the breaking out of fresh political dissen- 
sions, the origin of which it will be proper 
to explain. Ferdinaiul was four times 
married ; by his first three wives he had 
no survivinu^ issue, luit by his favth and 
last wife, Maria Christina, daughter of 
Francis I. Kingofthe Two Sicilies, whom 
he had espoused Dec. 1 1, 18*29, he left two 
daughters, the eldest, Isabella, born Oct. 
10, 1830; and the younger born Jan. 30, 
1832. The king, fond of his young 
spouse, naturally wished to secure the royal 
succession to their progeny, and there was 
nothing in the ancient or existing laws of 
Spain to frustrate his desire. The crown 
of Spain had followed the example of 
almost every other Kuro{>can country 
except France, and descended to the next 
inlieritor, whether male or female, either 
by right of primogeniture, or the testa- 
mentary grant of the reigning sovereign. 
It was only in 1714 that Philip V. violated 
tlie established usage, by adopting the 
Salic law of the French, which excludes 
females from the throne, and abrogated 
the ancient law of succession in theSpanish 
monarchy. The act was considered 
desipotic, and in the absence of female 
^aiinants was practically inoperate. Philip 
V. was succeeded in 174G by his son 
l^^enlinand VI., who, dying in 1759, left 
the throne to his brother Charles III. 
4ne latter in 1788 wu.s succeeded by his 
Charles IV. the father of Ferdinand 
iu-.*- though inoperate, the law of 

hiUp y, was in force till repealed. This 
ia<l been done some time previously to the 
Ute king’s death. In 1830, before the 
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birth of his daughter, Ferdinand by a royal 
ordinance formally restored the ancient 
law of succession, which permitted females 
to inherit the throne. The Salic law was 
thus abolished by an authority equal to 
that by which it had been introduced. 
Still further to fortify the right of his 
daughter, Ferdinand exercised in. her 
behalf another prerogative, and named her 
his successor in his will ; and by the samo 
instrument he appointed the queen regent 
till the inlanta Isabella attained the age of 
eighteen years. Notwithstanding this 
two-fold settlement, Ferdinand’s brother, 
Charles Maria Isidore, commonly called 
Don Carlos, claimed the throne in virtue 
of the Salic law, which had been repealed, 
had only temporally existed in Spain, and 
was never practically in force. The con- 
flicting claims of the uncle and niece are 
nationally important, chiefly as involving 
the triumph of one or the other of the two 
political parties into which Spain is divided. 
The rights of Isabella II. are supported 
by the liberals, the pretensions ol Don 
Carlos by the absolutists. Before the 
king’s death the queen manifested a 
favourable disposition towards the consti- 
tutionalists ; it was manifest that, guided 
by the councils of M. Zea, the chul 
minister, she depended upon their support* 
for securing the succession to her infant 
daughter. Ferdinand was no sooner dead 
than the Carlists were in motion, headed 
by monks, monopolists, and a few 
conservative grandees. Their strength 
lies chiefly in Navarre, Catalonia, and 
the Biscayan provinces ; they have 
also adherents in Old Castile, aud Kstre- 
madura. The chief strength of the 
constitutionalists is in Madrid, and in the 
provinces of Andalusia, Murcia, Valentia, 
and other districts bordering the Mediter- 
ranean. The queeu regent was not slow 
in adopting vigorous and popidar measures 
to counteract the Carlists. With the aid 
of the provincial militia and volunteers, 
she disbanded in Ociober, after some resist- 
ance and bloodshed, the royalist volun- 
teers of the capital, and in Toledo. In 
the same month decrees were issued 
attacking the pervading system of privi- 
leges and monopolies; and commissions 
were appointed to remodel the laws re- 
specting the post-office, the censorship of 
the press, and public educaiion. At tlie 
same time a prudence was observed in not 
unnecessarily disturbing existing interests 
and prejudices, and the error in which the 
Spanish patriots had formerly lost them- 
selves, by playing at the game ol consti- 
tution-making, was especially shunned. 
Towards the end of the year. General 
Saarsficld hud succeeded in driving the 
Carlist bands into their fastnesses, and the 
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civil wnr appeared nearly at an end. Un- 
fortunately the successes of the Queenites 
were accompanied with the exercise of 
great cruelties on their opponents, which 
was both criminal and impolitic. 

Oct, 25. Numerous meetings held about 
this time to pass resolutions against the 
payment of the assessetl taxes. This day 
the populace rescued the property of Mr. 
Savage of Marylebone, which had been 
seized fur arrears of taxes. 

26. Harroer and Wilson, sherifib, pro- 
ceeded in person to make a levy on the 
goods of householders who had refused to 
pay the assessed taxes. It was only requi- 
site to enforce the seizure in the case of one 
person, the others either paying the 
demand or allowing others to pay for them. 

Nov. 4. The inissionaries of a new 
French sect called St. Simonian^ appear in 
London. They inveigh against the cor* 
ruption, chicanery, aiul slavery of society, 
but do not propound any intelligible 
scheme by which they can be obviated. 
Hiey i>rofe8s to seek or worship a mystical 
personage, designated the “ Mother,** 
whom they describe to be ^ the first woman 
of siq erior intelligence, who shall perceit'e 
the path which reason points out, and 
possesses sufficient moral courage to act 
upon the principle she has discovered.*’ 
They wear a ttiuic coat, the neck un- 
covered, and a red waistcoat 

18. Sir John Herschel enibarks for the 
Cape of Good Hope, for the purpose of 
making observations on the stars of the 
southern hemisphere. 

19. Instructions issued from the Colo- 
nial Office, describing the measures neces- 
sary to he taken by the local authorities 
in the WVst Indies, in currying into effect 
the Slavery Abolition Hill. 

28. On a criminal trial in the Old 
B.iiley, two witnesses appeared who re- 
fused to l>e sworn in the usual way, 
avowing themselves athcMtn, Counsel 
refused to interrogate them, and they with- 
drew from the court amidst strong expres- 
sions of disgust. 

Numerous incendiary fires of barns and 
agricultural produce, in this and the pre- 
cepting months. The counties in which 
these outrages chiedy occurre<l, were Nor- 
folk, Sutt'olk, Northampton, Wiltshire, 
and Ilanipshi) 

Dec, 2. Trial ill the court of king’s 
bench of W. J. Bankes, M.P., and a 
soldier, for sodomy. Th«> Jury brought in 
a venlict of not guilty^ and th.. foreman 
declared that the defendants would leave 
the court without a stain upon their 
characters. 

2. The Anatomy Schools at Cambridge 
fired by ths olfob, tho windows broken, and 
sums of th« skoletous and preparations 


destroyed, in conseouenoe of the discovery 
that the body of a puuper, instead of being 
interred, had been removed to the jjichools. 

7. John Statlian, a noted incendiaiy, 
executed in front of Cambridge gaol. By 
a confession which he made, it appears 
that he destroyed eleven extensive Wns 
successively, by the fJllowing plan : he 
rolled some combustible matter in a quan- 
tity of linen, which, at a favourable oppor- 
tunity, he inserted in the stack. Thu 
property which he had been the means 
of cfestruyiiig is calculated at the value of 
60,000/., and his sole motive was the 
paltry consideration of Os, Od., which he 
was accustomed to receive for giving 
notice to the fire-office of the commence- 
ment of the calamity. 

23. After several days* hearing, an im- 
portant case, as aflects religious trusts, 
was decided in the Vice-Chancellor's 
Court. The object of it was to take out 
of the hands of the trustees, members of a 
Unitarian chapel, certain funds known by 
the name of Dame Sarah Hewley’s Cha- 
rity, and left for the purjMJse of inculcating 
Trinitarian doctrines. The Vice was ot 
opinion that the defendants, holding Uni- 
tarian opinions, were not objects of J^ady 
Hewley^s charity; and the Court, there- 
fore, could not allow the charity any louder 
to be administered by trustees who denied 
the divinity of Christ and the doctrine of 
original sin. 

23. The French Chambers opened by the 
King in person. The royal speech gave a 
fiatteriog descript ion of the state of France, 
both at home and abroad. 

M1SCK1.1.AN1KS. — ^The present year, which 
has been unusually stormy, proved very 
disastrous to the shipping interest. The 
maritime losses recorded to the 15th inst. 
amounteil to 20,000 tons of shipping. 

Mr. Sclimaltz of Dresden has published 
a tabic of the number of deaf and dumb 
persons dispersed over the leading coun- 
tries of Fhirope iu the year 1830. It 
shows that in all the proportion is nearly 
the samis namely, one deaf and duml> in 
every 1639 of the general mass of the 
Illation. 

t is computed that there are 13,000 
blind })ersoDs in England and Wales. 

It appears from the reports of the Com- 
missioners of F^xetse Impiiry, that the 
number of auctioneers in England is 
.3040; .Scotland, 378; Ireland, 278: 
total, 3686. , 

As a means of moral and architectural 
improvement in London, Mr. Smirke has 
oflered some useful suggestions. He pro- 
poses to open handsome streets through at. 
Giles’s and other central parts of the me* 
tropolis, now chiefly the resort ^ 

wretchedness, nnd locate their luhabi a 
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in mote commodious and economical dwell- 
ings erected uii the unoccupied wastes and 
ground-plots in the environs of the capital. 

Statistics of Poland. — According to 
returns made^ in 1833, the kingdom of | 
Poland contains 453 towns^ of which ■ 
212^ belong to Uio Crown, and 240^ are 
private property f 22,545 villages, of 
which 5296 belong to the Crown, and 
17,249 are private property. The king- 
dom is divided into 2081 parishes and 
5607 communes, which contain 485,176 
liouscs. of which 401,257 are in the coun- 
try and 83,919 in the towns. The male 
population amounts to 1,933,390; the 
Ifinale population to 1,981,275: total, 
3,914,665. The population of the towns 
is838,875 ; the rural population, 3,07.5,790. 
The number of Komiui Catholics is 
3.237,448 ; belonging to the Greek church, 
106,936; Lutherans, 1 77,806 ; Reformed 
Calvinists, 3815 ; Jews, 38.3,102; Maho- 
metans, &c., ,5558. 

Annual Ohituaiiy. — On his return 
fioia South America, Captain Lyon, the 
traveller ; ho commanded two of the expe- 
ditions sent out to explore the .Arctic re- 
giims. William Hray, 97, antiipuiry, and 
editor of the Memoirs of Kvelyn.*’ Ge- 
neral Sir Banastre Turleton, 78, an officer 
distinguished in the American war of 
independence, and twenty-two years M F. 
for Liverpool. At Southampt oi, O’Keefe, 
Bn, a popular dramatist. .At St. Albans, 
Sir Willi «m Domville, 91, formtuly a book- 
seller, and lord mayor on the occasion of 
the grand entertainment given in IS 13 in 
Gnihlhiill to t!ie allied sovereigns. Karl 
Fit7.\viiliam, 86, a pupidar and patriotic 
Yorkshire nohlenian of Whig principles. 
J. I. Smith, 67, keeper of tlie print.s in the 
British Museum, and autl.or of several 
Works on the antiipiities of London. Sir 
(3iristopher Robinson, 67, judge of the 
High Court of Admiralty. Dr. Babing- 
toii, 76, father of the London phy.>iciansf, 
ami agreeable associate of tlie chief philo- 
sophers of the last half-century, from 
Priestley to Davy : a subscription amount- 
ing to 1300/. was raised for the erection 
ot a moiuiment to his memory in St. Paul’s 
cathedral. Admiral Sir 11. Blackwood, 
late commander at the Nore and groom of 
the bedchamber to the King. Wiiltam 
Morgan, 56 years actuary to the Kquitable 
Assurance Coinpanv, during which he had 
stceii the rise of that association from a 
capital of a few thousands to one of 
Several millions. At Paris, of an invete- 
cancer in the throat, Savary, Duke of 
r « faithful hut servile ii».'*trunieiit 
Napoleon’s despotism : since the acces- 
*tnn of the Orleans family the Duke had 
been recalled from obscurity and made 
governor of Algiers. Ag.ir Kllis, Lowl 


Dover, 36, a literary nobleman and patron 
of the arts, who was also the author of 
several historical works, and of some ahlo 
articles both in the Quarterly and Edinm 
burgh Reviews. George Granville Leveson 
Oower, first Duke of Sutherland, 75; for 
many years he was a Pittite, but voted in 
tavuur of the Reform Bill : he was a muni- 
ficent patron of the arts, which he was 
well enabled to be by his vast income of 
300,000/. per annum, formed by the union 
of the Stafford, Bridgewater, and Suther- 
land possessions. Godfrey Higgins, 62, a 
magistrate of Yorkshire, of a strong and 
original mind, who was the author of 
Hurce SaUiatic<e, in which he endeavoured 
to show that the Christian Sunday was a 
human and secular institution for the pur- 
pose of festivity, not worship. At Chelsea, 
of cholera, H. H. Haworth, an eminent 
botanist and entomologist. John Gordon 
Smith, M. 1)., 41, professor of medical 
jurisprudence in the London University, 
and author of some valuable works on that 
important subject. At Stapleton Park, 
near Bristol, Rajah Rammohim Roy, a 
learned Hindoo of the Brahintnical caste, 
who sought to reform the idolatrous wor- 
ship of his countrymen: he had resided 
three years in Kngland, partly on a mis- 
sion connected with the renewal of the 
charter of the Last India Company, and 
evinced much curiosity respecting Chris- 
tianity, but died in the Hindoo faith. 
Richard Heber, GO, formerly M. P. for 
Oxford, and celebrated bibliomanist. which 
pursuit he enthusiastically fodowed with 
the advantages of celibacy and a large 
fortune. Mr. Heber’s accumulation of 
books was immense : his houses in London, 
at Paris, Biiissels, Antwerp, and Ghent, 
were converted into vast depdtvS of literary 
stores. Notwithstanding all these pains, 
and occasionally of energy, Heher’s life 
realized no object save that of merely 
collecting, ami he died deserted by society, 
in seclusion, melancholy, ami self-aban- 
donment. He was passionately fond of 
letters, without becoming an author; a 
devoted admirer of parliamentary oratory, 
without once venturing, in the house ot 
commons, to liecome a speaker. His will, 
after a long search, was found on a book- 
shelf, where it had been apparently care- 
lessly thrown, ami his vast collection of 
books, many of them in parcels that had 
never been opened, was dispersed by 
public auction. At Lewes, John Kllmaii, 
78, a practical agriculturist ot nearly sixty 
veais’ experience, who contributed to mi- 
|>n)ve the breed of Southdown sheep. In 
London, of apoplovy, Andrew Picken, 4o, 
a Scotchman, who, after sustammg serious 
commercial reverses, produced several 
novels, tales, and compilations of nonsi- 
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ilerable merit and originality. ^ Paris, 
Marshal Jourdan, 71, almost the\la8t re 
presenlativ^of the military glories of tli* 
repul^lic. Jourdan was among the firsi 
who discovered the ambitious views oi 
Buonaparte, which lost him the confidence 
along with thg, favourable opinion of thiat 
dazzling adventurer. Jourdan is a poor 
general,” said ^‘apoleon at St. Jleleiia,< 
but he posiiessed the virtues rar^ among 
his competitors of honour, integrity, an ' 
huinapity.*’ At Calais, General ISdward 
Stacken, after a changeful and adven- 
turous career. He was an Irish Cathoii^, 
and in his youth was one of the aides-de- 
camp of Louis XV.; went to America 
with Lafayette ; was on board Paul Jones's 
ship ije Bon Homme Richard^ when she 
took the Seraphis; served in the East 
Indies under the Marquis de Bouill4; 
was at Coblentz with the emigrant French 
princes ; was one of Napoleon's deienua on 
the rupture of the peace of Amiens | was 
a fellow-prisoner of the Duke d'Eughien, 
ami died at a very advanced age a ina|or- 
geueral in the British service. Henry 
George Herbert, second Karl of Carnarvon, 
60 ; though his lordship started in poli- 
tical life as the friend of Mr. Fox, and 
was strongly attached to the Whig party, 
he gave a determined opposition to the 
Reform Bill. The neglect he experienced 
on the formation of the Grey ministry, and 
which arose from his bodily infirmities, 
was the imputed cause of this dereliction. 
William Sotheby, 77, the distinguished 
translator of Homer and of W’ieland's 
Oberou. • 

A.D. 1634. . Thades' Al^lON8. — In ad- 
dition to ministerial changes, botH iii 


law was inefficient as well as inequable. 
It did nut, in fact, prevent the otTence it 
prohibited. Trades* unioqs were formed 
and maintained in tkq face of it. They 
existed in the metropolis and all the chief 
towns ; and its chief tendency was to ren- 
der proceedings, that would have been open, 
secret and stealthy. Besides keeping up 
tkflf price of labour by the only just mode 
of sustaining its value, that of refusing 
to sell it, the unioiists adopted regulations 
that infringed the liberty to others they 
sought to exercise themselves. The num- 
ber of apprentices to be taken by masters 
and the time of their servitude was to be 
regulated by the union ; the employment 
of any but regularly associated workmen 
was, if possible, to be prevented. They 
even chimed to regulate wages by the 
rate of profit derived from capital and 
from mechanical improvements. It is im- 
|H)ssihle to say how Tar these interferenavs 
with the liberty of others would have pro- 
ved had they met no resistance or nut 
m defeated by their own inherent unrea- 
sonableness. In the course of tlie present 
year it will be seen that there was a suc- 
cession of ^ atrikea'* lynoDj^ tba nmst iin- 
meruus anti useful trlasses of workpeople 
both in London and ,ihe Country. (Ani- 
sumers of protlucts of atl kuids, and of all 
ranks and degrees, appeared iii danger 
of being reduced to their natural fesourecs. 
The gasmen in London would not afi'urd 
light; the tailors, shoemakers, builders, 
and sliipwrights refused thetr aid ; and flie 
weavers and spinners of Yorkshire, Lan- 
cashire, and Glasgow, in quick succession 
became refractory. But the diM’ereut 
crafts were all reduced to submission, 


England and France, the final expulsion dther by the superior tact or greater 
of Don Miguel from Portugalf anti the means of their employers. Musters were 
passing of the ]K)ur law amendment Jetermined to be masters, and having, in 
act, the occurrences of the present year some instances, a show of reaiAm on their 
are diversified with the proceedings of the ide, their efforts at resistance were se- 

trade 'societies. These unions of opera- unded by the public press, the inugis- 

tives were not lens active at Paris, Lyons, rates, and the government. At Dorchester 
and Brussels, than in Dublin, assises advantage was taken of some sta- 

Alancbester, and Leeds, workmen utes, little known or understood, to cuii- 

can only form efiective combinations vict, and sentence to transportation, ior 
^'against their employers when their ser- belonging to illegal 8ocieUe|i, and admi- 
vices are in urgent request, the existence nistenng illegal oaths, six agricultural 
of the numerous associations to keep up labourers. This conviction, which was 
the price ef laljour are evidence of the inexpected, and thought to be severe, it 

industrial act vity now pervading Euro])e. lot unjust, produced strenuous efibrts to 

Up to the year 1824 law of England btaiu a remission of punishment, 

made it a crime for workmen to combine, Jan, 1. During the last three moiitlis 

even tu ithe most |)eaccable manner, fur ;he storms have been almost perpetual, and 

the purpose of obtaining a ri. e, or pre- ho loss of shipping and human lite unsx- 

venitn^ a fall, of their wages. But in ainpled. At Boulogne, 300 children have 
that year pofliament abolished this iuvidi* lost tlieir fathers since the cominencemcn 
»us restriction, and workmen were allowed of th^ herrioiT*^^^^* t h 

the same libettv in fixing the price of their 2. Died, aged 49, the Hon. G. Lam , 
lalHHir that cauitHists exercised in fixing brother of Lord Melbourne, am* attmoi o 
t lit Yficcs of their commodities# The old an elegant translation of Catullus. 
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1810, Mr* Lamb was put forward by the 
whigs,^^o contest the representation of 
Westminster, against the radicals, who 
had started Mr. Hubhouse. The contest 
lasted fifteen days^ and terminated in 
favour of the .whig candidate. 

12. Death of Lord Guenyili.b, at 
Dropmore, in the 74lh year of his age. He 
was third sou of William Grenville, priip^ 
minister from 1763 to 1765. Mr. Gren- 
ville was private secreta^ to his brother, 
earl Temple, lord-lieutenant of lieland 
ill 1782; succeeded Mr. curke as pay- 
master of the army in 1783; became 
speaker of the House Commons in 
17<S9; received a patent of peerage in 
1790; anil, thenceforward, became the 
representative, both in style and sentiment, 
of his relative, premier Pitt, in the up{)er 
house. In the following year he ex- 
changed the seals of the liome for the 
foreign department; tl]|; latter he retained 
ixW the resignation of Mr. Pitt in 1801. 
He was a statesman of considerable na- 
tural abilities, ixi.isessed of a sound judf^ 
ment, cori^ect memory, and an eloquence 
chaste, masculine, and commanding, lie 
had studied the principles of political eco- 
IV any, the import once otl which he apprecia- 
ted; was versed in modern languages, 
international law, and the detail of Kuru- 
pean politics; could endure fatigue, and, 
like Mr. Pitt, had hardly any pursuit apart 
from his official duties. Business was 
not merely his ambition but amusement. 
Lord Grenville shared with Mr. Pitt in the 
intiniaTions held out to the Catholics to 
facilitate tiie Irish union, and was more con- 
sistent and firm than his colleague in his 
etlor:s to redeem their joint engagements. 
During the thirteen mouths' administration 
of “All the Talents/’ in 1806-7, he reii- 
<lered liiinNelf very unpopular by holding, 
with tile office of first lord of the treasury, 
the pmtitable sinecure of auditor of the 
exi Hbquer, which had been conferred upon 
Idin in 1795, and which he hold till his 
drutli. His haughty diplomacy in 1/93 
hastened and ex.isperated the coinmence- 
nient of hostilities, in the pertinacious 
rouatenauce of which ho was foremost 
anu.ng the w.if-party. He supported the 
ren.-wal of the war for the deposition of 
Napoleon in 1815; from which period he 
ielduni took part in parliamentary disciis- 
>ton, except on the catholic question, \v hen 
Jie steadily seconded the efforts of lords 
yrey, Laiisduwne, and HoUaud, for eman- 
cipation. His lord!»hip furnished some vulu- 
able annotations to an edition of Homer, 
privately jirinted, and was the auUior 
«t several pamphlets; in ^e of wh(bh, 
published shortly before his death, he ad- 
jjdied the fallacious principle on which Mr. 
^dt*s sinking fuiw\ had been esUblished. 


15. A change of ministry took place 
in Spain; and M. Zea Bermudez was re- 
placed a^ jirime minister by Martinez de 
la Rosa ; a literary character, '^aud more 
decided liberal. This change was made 
by the queen-regent at the earnest request 
of the captains-general of Catalonia and 
Old Castile, Llauderand Quasada. 

20. At an interview between the depu- 
tation af the Nottingham meeting of 
Dissenters and earl Grey, his lorcship 
declared the disposition of himself and 
colleagues to relieve the dissenters from 
the disabilities connected with marriage, 
burial, and registration ; but that he would 
give his strenuous opposition to every 
attempt to remove the establishment, con- 
sidering it the duty of every government 
*io maintain an establishment of religion. 

25. Lord Althurp declined to receive 
the Westminster deputation for the repeal 
of the assessed taxes, having already re- 
ceived deputations on the subject from 
every part of the meiropolis ; ami he said 
ministers had alreauy deiermined on their 
course in regard to these taxes. 

29. Duke of Wellington unanimously 
elected chancellor of the university of 
Oxford, in the room of the late L<ord 
Gtenville. The ceremony of installation 
took place at Apsley House. 

31. Baron Barley retired from the 
bench at ^n advanced age. He had suc- 
cessively sat in the courts of common pleas, 
king’s bench, and the exchequer. 8ir W 
Horne was fir^t appointed to the vacancy, 
and resigned the office of attorney-general 
to,..^ll it ; but, changing his minu, Mr. 
John Williams succeeded Sir J. Bay ley; 
sir John Campbell became attorney-gene- 
ral, and Mr. Pepy* solicitor-general. 

Incendiary fires in ’Forfarshire ; sup- 
posed to he the first known in Scotland. 

A law at Frankfort, which limited the 
marriages of Jews in that city to thirteen 
in the year, repealed. 

I Fokeiqn Tkeatiks. — la this month a 
treaty was concluded between Austria, 
Russia, and Prussia, by which these 
powers mutuaUy agreed to deliver up, on 
the demand of the aggrieved state, all 
persons accused ol rebellion or treason, or 
of being engaged in any plot against the 
throne or the government. These stipu- 
lations were not to have a retrusjiective 
operation. (^Ann. /fey. Ixxvi. 456.) A 
convention, concluded about the same pe- 
riod between Belgium and 1? ranee, forms 
a contrast to the adiauce of the despots. 
By this agreement it is stipulated that 
fugitives fur crimes and offences, nvl poii 
ticai, shall be reciprocally deUvared up by 
each country. 

Feb, 1. Captain W'at^en, of the loth 
Hussars, charged, at the iustaace of his 

3 P 
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Lieut-Cuionel^ Lord Srtideuelit with insub- 
ordination and Muufficer-like conduct, after 
a trial at Cork, >yhich lasted fur 18 days, 
was honourably acquitted, liis Majestv 
approved the findinj^ of the court-martial, 
and directed the removal of Lord Briidenell. 

2. General Komarino, at the head of 
400 Italians and Pules, made an irruption 
into Savoy fur the purpose of effecting a 
revolution ; finding no support, they fell 
back on Greneva, where they made an 
unsuccessful attempt to excite insurrection^ 
and were finally disarmed, and ordered to 
quit Switzerland. 

4. Second session of the Hbfouuku Pau- 
I. 1 AUKNT opened by the king in person. 
His majesty congratulated them on the 
manner in which the bill for ti.e abolition 
of slavery had been received in the Colo- 
nies ; called their attention to the i^eports 
of the municipal corporations, ecclesias- 
tical, and poor law commissions; and 
expressed his satisfaction at the good un- 
derstanding which prevailed between the 
governments of Britain and France ; men- 
tioned the recognition of the young queen 
of Spain ; and, in allusion to Turkey, 
declared that it would be his object to 
maintain the independence of that empire* 
He lamented the distress which prevailed 
among the occupiers of land ; recom- 
mended the adjustment of tithes in 
Ireland ; and expressed his determination 
to maintain inviolate the legislative union. 
The address in the lords was moved by 
the Duke of Sutherland, and seconded hy 
Lord Howard of Effingham ; in the com- 
mons by Mr. Shaw Lefevie and Mr. 
Morrison. They were -agreed to in both 
houses without alteration. 

6. Lord Althorp and Mr. Shiel ordered 
nto the custody of the sergeant-at-aniis. 
A report had been circulated, that some 
of the Irish members had privately 
declared themselves in favour of the Co- 
ercion Bill of last session, ihougli they 
had voted against it. To the question, — 
“ Who is the traimr ?■’ an answer of Lord 
Althorp’s implied that Mr. Shiel was one 
of them. All inquiry by a parliamentary 
committee showed that his lordship had 
been misiniormed. 

13. A strong feeling prevailed in the 
legislative assembly of Lower Canada 
against the governor, lord Aylmer, and the 
uecretATy i Jt the colonies, Mr. Stanley, 
on account of their refusal to re-mudei the 
legislative council. Articles of impeach- 
ment were carried against lord Aylmer. 
The language of Mr. Stanley n as described 
as ** inconsiderate and insulting.” 

14. The chancellor of the exchequer 
mode hi« financial statement, and iuiurnied 
the Imuse tliaL the surplus revenue was 

wmeU, with a reduction of 


600,000/. on the estimates, and 600,000/,, 
which he expected from an increase in the 
tea duty, in consequence of the opening 
of the China trade, would leave a sui- 
phis of 2,600,000/. This surplus would 
enable him to remit the house duty, and 
pay the 800,000/. interest on the grant of 
20 millions to the West ludia prupri- 
ti^ors, leaving the remainder for future 
consideration. 

The Turkish government has deter- 
mined on the establishment of a post for 
the regular conveyance of letters through- 
out the empire, and as a means of rtveuiu'. 

Lord Tkiqnmuotu died at the advanced 
age of 83. Ills lordship was formerly 
governor-general of India, and president 
of the British and Foreign Bible SocitMv. 
from the period of its institution. As an 
author, his principal work is u “ Life of 
Sir William Joms,” with whom be was 
intimately acquainted. 

15. Business suspended at Lyons, in 
consequence of a general strike of the 
Workmen for higher wages. 

Many of the public- bouses having 
become mere gin-shops, the home oHiie 
has issued a paper, directing \me of tlie 
magistrates at each of the metropnlitun 
police-othces to examine them perMUiully, 
m order to ascertain whether tbt*y ha\t* 
the necessary convenience lor a working" 
man to cook his dinner. 

17. Died at Bath, aged 08, John 
Tuklwai.i., the public lectuier,uiMl,di.riiig 
the excitement of the French revoluti.n, 


popular agitator. He w^s born lu Loiuloii ; 
was first a student at th4 Royal Acadeiny, 
next an attorney's clerk, afterward a 
student of medicine, then some utla-r 
occupation ; but his favourite pursuit w^ts 
tlio political debating societies. He was 
the last survivor of the twelve who were 
sought to be victimized under a chuige ut 
couNliuctive treason, in the yiialsut 
l/Ud, (see Oc/, Having escaped tbi^ 

danger, Mr. 'Jhelwall tried fartni. g, and 
at last settled down into a teacher ui ei'»- 


cutioii, unmixed with politics. In tins 
engagement lie was .successful, and alter 
an Itinerant course in the touniry. ti.wd 
his abode in London ; taking pupils afflicted 
with impedimeut.s of speech, m the ticat- 
iiicnt of which he became celebrated. He 
was himself ,a sttiking instance ot the 
success of his nwu powers in ovcicomtj’h' 
the inqxirfections of nature by art. Hih 
Voice was originally feeble and husky, .'c 
by perseverance he acquired an e.\traoi- 
diuary lUstinctuess of articulation, 
even in the open air could make 
hekrd at a great distance. . 

26. Richardson, steward to At r- 

Petkin,, of BletchiuKl), »-«, 

Kpsom Downs. A reward ot 
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offered for the apprehension of the mur- 
derer. 

March 1. Corporation inquiry in the 
city of London closed. The city companies 
reiiiaiii to be investigated by the commis- 
sioners, of which the only announced recu- 
sant is the Merchant Tailors. 

After two nights* debate, the motion of 
Mr. Hume for substituting, instead of the 
present graduated scale of duties, a fixed 
and moderate duty on import, andabounty 
oil the export, with the ultimate view of 
establi.Nhiug a free trade in corn, was re- 
ji'cteil by 312 to 15.'). The president of 
the Board of Trade supported the motion ; 
lord Althorp was Iheoietically in its 
favour, but did not think any urgent 
necessity existed for a change in the 
present system. 

8. A general ‘‘'strike” for higher wages 
took place among the persons employed by 
the London gas companies. Some incon- 
venience for a few nights was felt in con- 
seqtience, but the masters having been 
apprised of the strike beforehand, in a 
short lime the places of the men engaged 
in the cinnbinatiou were filK d up by work- 
men from tlio country. They required 
that tlieir wages should be advanced from 
a week to 35«., with an allowance 
besides of two pots of porter each per day. 

11. A rencontre took place between 
some Jersey fishiug<boats, which had in 
tile night trespassed within the restricted 
limits of eight miles off tlie French coast, 
and a French armed cutter. One boat was 
taken, and the master of another shot. 
The coroner’s ihquest, held at Jersey, re- 
turned a verdict of “ Wilful murder ” 
against those who shot him. 

13. Returns were ]iubli>hed, from which 
it ajipeais that the mmiher of floggings in 
the army had, in the years lS;U)-31-3i-33. 
been respectively C6 'j, 046, 483, and 370. 
In the navy the ii umber of corporal pu- 
uishmeats were, in 1830, *2.0^2; 1831, 
V.7‘27; 1832, 1,76‘2; 1833, 1.502. 

Mr. Rippon's motion for the eject- 
ment of the bishops from the house of 
lords was lost, in the commons, by n ma- 
jority of 125 to 58. It excited no discus- 
sion, ministers, without expressing their 
seathnents, simply voting against it. 

14. A return publyihed of the net ex- 
penses of the Penitentiarv, Millbank, for 
the last year, from which It appeared that 
the number of prisoners was 566, and the 
expense of maintenance little short of 30/. 
a head. 

Major Fancourt’s motion for the aboli- 
tion of military Hogging was rejected by 
* majority of 227 to 94. 

A numerous meeting scientific 
? u *^‘^**®*‘y gentlemen and others was 
*ela at the rooms of Iho Horticultural 


Society, for the purj^ose of forming a Sta- 
tistical Society, fur the collection and^las- 
ification of facts relating to the present 
condition and prospects of mankind, and 
especially of the Bltnish empire. Lord 
Lansdowne in the chair ; the resolutions 
were supported by Spring Rice, M. P., 
James Abercrombie, M.P., Professor Jones, 
and Messrs. Babbage, Haliam, and Drink- 
water. 

A branch of the Bank of England is 
about to be opened at Plymouth. . This 
will be the fourteenth establishment in 
connection with the Bank. 

17. At Dorchester assizes, six agricul- 
tural labourers convicted of a felony, in 
being members of an illegal society, and 
administering illegal oaths. It appeared 
that the system of many of the trades’ 
unions had been adopted by these persons. 
The oaths were administered with a good 
deal of mummery, the persons taking them 
being blindfolded, and then shown the 
licture of a skeleton, death's head, &c. 
["he prisoners were sentenced to seven 
years’ transportation. Large meetings 
were held in London, Birmingham, and 
other parts of the country, to petition the 
crown in their favour. The subject was 
noticed in parliament, April 18, when 
Lord Huwick denied that the convicts 
were ignorant men, since two of them 
were methodist preachers ; and the docu- 
ments found upon them showed that go- 
vernment had been enableii to deal with 
the ringleaders of a body, that, if nut 
checkeil in its career, would have pro- 
ceeded to a mischievous extent. 

IS. 3,000 workmen in the woollen ma- 
nufacture struck at Leeds, in consequence 
of the deterinination of their employers 
only to employ those who would relinquish 
the trades' iiniuii. 

21. \ royal proclamation issued, by 
which ail alteratiun is made in the distri- 
bution of naval prize-money » the moj»t 
iiuportaiit parts of which are, that the 
flag officers are to have 1-I6tli, the 
captains and commanders l-tith of the 
remainder, and the rest to be distributed 
among the subalterns and men, according 
to a hxed scale. 

26. Lord Chancellor introduced a bill 
for the establishment of a central criminal 
court in the metropolis (See Amj. 15). 

The widow of Burns, the poet, died of 
paralysis at her house in Dumlms. She 
was in the 72d year of her age, and had 
survived her husband 38 years. 

27. The chamber of deputies, by a 
vote of 176 to 168. annulled a treaty cou- 
cluded in ls31 bv the Duke de Broj;lio 
and Cteiieral Sebastiani, and relused to 
grant ulxiut 1,000,000/. which the ministry 
were pledged to pay to the United btatea 

3 P 2 
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as an indemnity for the injuries inflicted 
diirift); the last ftar, by the French, upon 
American ships and commerce. In conse- 
quence Broglio and. Se'l)2stiani resigned 
their places, and the ministry underwent 
almost a complete reconstruction; but 
Marshal Suult remained at the head. 

29. The editor of the Tribune news- 
paper condemned to a fine of 24,000 francs 
^9b0/.), and five years’ imprUonmeut, for 
a libel on the subject of political associa- 
tions, and for encouraging the trade union- 
ists of Lyons. The Tribune had been 
seized by tlie Government 95 times. 

During this month the United States 
were much agitated by the declared deter- 
minatiiin of President Jackson to suppress 
the United States bank, and by the conse- 
quent withdrawal of the government depO‘ 
sits from the bank. The failure of 9ii 
banks in the States about this time was 
attributed to this deterniiiiation, in which 
the President was zealously opposed by 
the senate, and warmly supported by the 
house of representatives. 

Aprii 4. Sir K;chard G. Keats, governor 
of Greenwich Hospital, died in Ins fc4th 
year, and was succeeded by Sir Thomas 
Hardy. He was shipmate of the king at 
the commencement of his naval career ; 
had charge of his instruction, and was 
with him in the engagement between 
Rodney and Lmgaia, m 1780. 

9. Riots in Fuanck. — Serious riots 
broke out at Lyou>, arising from the at- 
tempts of trades* unionists to interfere with 
the trial of some of their associates. Fight- 
ing between the work-people and the troops 
continued for several days, accompanied 
with a dreadful loss of life. The troops 
finally prevailed, and a telegraphic despatch 
of the l‘2th announced that ** Lyons is 
free, and the suburbs are in possession of 
the troops.” On the following day (the 
13th) an insurrection broke out at Paris, 
which was speedily suppressed by the 
troops and the national guards. The in- 
surrection was chiefly the work of rejmh- 
Jicans. The deputies, to the number of 
288, presented a congiatulatory address to 
the king on the occasion. The number 
killed was 51, of whom 12 belonged to the 
nnny. The number of jiersons killed at 
Lyons, during six days’ fighting, was 
estimated at of whom 1,700 were 

troops. The iHiblic bnihliiigs, and many 
hotels and dwelling-houses, were ruined 
or seriously injured in the struggle, which 
was the tn««re protracted in cof sequence of 
General Aymar’s unwillingness to expose 
his men in the narrow streets of the city, 

10. The York column cotnideleil, and a 
statue of the Duke, by Weslmacoit, placed 
on the sumoiit. Mr. B. Wyatt was the 
architect. Independent of the bronze 


statue it cost 15,760/., raised by subscrip 
tion. The total height is 137 feet. 

10. Rajah of Cooro. — The peace of 
India had been disturbed by hostilities 
with the rajah of Cooig, an independent 
prince with whom we were in alliance. 
After a skirmishing hut sharp warfare of 
upwards of a weeK, between the British 
forces under colonel Lindsay, and those of 
the rajah, the latter were defeated on uW 
points, and the prince himself surreiulercd 
unconditionally. He is to be deposed, and 
his dominions annexed to the company's 
territories. The following is the total iJss 

of the British in killed and wounded : 

Ktiropeans, 14 commissioned officers; 13!/ 
non-commissioned, rank, and file. Natives 
— 2 commissioned officers; 144 non-com- 
missioned, rank and file, and dressers. 
Total, £uro;)eaa8 and natives — 16 com- 
missioned officers, 283 non-commissioned, 
rank and file, and dressers. 

15. A serious riot at Oldham in couse 
quence of the atiprehension of tw o men l)t- 
longing to the trades' union of thatpince. 
One factory was nearly destroyed, and ui.e 
pel son killed. Right of the rioters were 
afterwards convicted and sentenced to terms 
of imprisonment varying from 6 to 18 
months. 

17. Lord Althorp introduced the mi- 
nisterial pro}) 08 it!ons for the amendmiot of 
the poor laws. — (See Aug. 15.) 

21. A meeting of trades unionists, 
held in Copenhagen* fields, for appointing 
a deputation to wait on the home^ecretaiy 
and present a petition for the remission of 
the sentence on the Dorchester convicts. 
The deputation proceeded to the home- 
office, accompanied with a vast procession 
through the streets, and was received by 
Mr. Phillips, who stated that lord Mel- 
bourne declined receiving the petition 
uuder such circumstances of intimidation, 
hut if it were presented in a proper man- 
ner he would lay it before the king. 
The procession next proceeded to Kenoing- 
toii common and quietly dispersed. The 
petition was afterwards presented. The 
numbers assembled were estimated 
25,060, of w hom — tailors, 5(i00; carpenteis, 
3194; bricklayers, 1845; plumbers, 930; 
bricklayers’ laboureis, 2500. 

21. The chancellor of the exchequer 
moved resolutions for the abolition ol 
church rates, and substituting m their 
place a grant out of the laml tax amount' 
ing to 250,000/. a year. The resolutions 
were agreed to by a majority ot 256 to 
MO. The hill, founded upon them, was 
afterwards dropH, from the mutual dis- 
satisiuction dissenters and churchmen. 

22. QuADKL'pna TREAiTf.— A 

this date, concluded in Loudon, by Bn a 
France, Spain, and Portugal, having 
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its object the pacification of the two pen- 
ioKular kingdoms. 1. Spain and Portugal 
mutually engage to assist each other in 
the expulsion from their respective territo- 
ries of Don Carlos and Don Miguel. 2. 
Britain engages to co-operate by employ- 
ing a nacal force, 3. rVance engages to 
do all that tho contracting parties in com- 
mon accord shall determine upon. Some 
of the chief objects of this alliance it will 
be seen {May 9) were soon alter accom* 
plished. 

Mr. O'ConneU brought forward his mo- 
tion, tending to the n'peal of the union. 
He spoke for six hours. Mr. Spring Rice 
spoke ibr six hours next night in reply, 
and the discussion lasted ibr six nights. 
On a division, the numbers for repeal were 
38. and against it 523. Mr. Kennedy was 
the only English member who voted mthe 
minority. An address to the throne was 
afterwards agreed to, which was uiiani- 
inuusly adopted liy the lords, and presented 
to his majesty by deputations from both 
bonsM. 

257 A royal mandate of this date 
abolishes the exclusive privilege of ser- 
geants-at-law to plead iu the court of com- 
mon-pleas, and throws 0 {)en the court to 
the entire bar. 

28. A general ‘‘ strike*’ of the journey- 
men tailors in London, by which 13,000 
men are thrown out of employment. The 
tiilurs in several other towns struck in 
imitation of those of the metropolis. At a 
meeting of the master-tailors in London 
on the 29th, it was decideil by a very large 
m.ijority,thfit only those journeymen should 
k* re-empluyed who would sign a declara- 
tion that they had ceased to be connected 
with any trade’s union. After holding 
out several weeks, the men returned to 
their work on the terms of the masters. 

Muy 7. Don Pedro issues a decree 
equalizing the amount of duties on im- 
ported goods, and thus annuls the exclusive 
privilege enjoyed by England in the trade 
with Portugal. The difference in our 
favour was, in some instances, 1 5 per cent. ; 
blit we had ourselves set the example of 
removing invidious distinctions between 
nations. In 1831 the duties on ibreign 
wines were equalised, and tho winos of 
France admitted at tho same rate as those 
Irom our old ally, Portugal. 

‘h The chancellor of the exchequer 
moved resolutions for the reduction of 
the Four per Cent. Annuities. The amount 
uf that stock was 11,000,000/. and the 
saving to the public would be about 

53 000/. a-year. 

Ihe poor law bill was read a second 
commons, by a majority ol 319 

A decisite battle gained by the troops of 


Don Pedro, on the heights of Thomar, over 
those of Don Miguel. Two days after they 
entered Santarem, which had been eva- 
cuated by Don MigueL Don Miguel and 
Don Carlos finally embarked in British 
vessels, the former for Italy and the laiter 
for England. A convention was entered 
into with Don Miguel, by which he is to 
receive from Portugal an income of 12,000/. 
a-year, and enjoy the rank of prince of tho 
blood, and in return engages to give up tho 
crown jewels, never to return to any part 
of the peninsula, or any way concur iu 
disturbing its tranquillity. A protest ap- 
peared in the course of the year, in Don 
MigiieFs name, against some parts of tho 
treaty, of which the cortes of Portugal 
availed themselves to annul the treaty al- 
together, and to discontinue the pension of 
the prince. Ho was in consequence re- 
duced to great poverty, and he ultimately 
beciime a pensioner of the Pope. 

10. Birmingham political union dissolves 
itself. 

15, A motion of Mr. Tennyson, for 
shortening the duration of parliament, re- 
jected by a majority of 235 to 185. 

18. Mr. Jeffrey created a judge of ses- 
sion; Mr. Murray, member for Leith, suc- 
ceeds him as lord advocate. 

20. Died at Paris, agetl 76, general the 
marquis de Lavavkttk, a popular and dis- 
tinguished name of modern history, liis 
father was slain at Minden. At 16 he 
married the daughter of the duke d’Ayvn, 
still younger than himself. Weary of the 
frivolities of the capital, he joined the 
Americans in their siruggle for independ- 
ence. He fought by the side of W ashing- 
ton, and decided the freedom of the new 
world by the alliance of France. When 
philosophy, which had been but a pas- 
time for noble idlers, demanded sacri- 
fices from them, Lafayette was the first 
to set an example, contriliutiug juiwer- 
fuUy 'n the states-general to the junc- 
tion of the orders ; and, by way of re- 
compense, was ai pointed commander of 
the national guard. Apprehell^ive of 
anarchy, he deiioiiiiced, in i79J, the Jaco- 
bin club to the national a>seml>ly. The 
majority, which at first supported the 
gener«il. gradually fell away, and no re- 
source was left to him, but either a dis- 
honourable recantation, a death inglorious 
and unavailing, or the chances of a retreat 
into some neutral territory. Heuasmado' 
prisoner by the Austrians, who, during 
four years, kept him in close confinement. 
The treatment he received fnun tlie allies, 
showed that they were not disJ»o^ed to tole- 
rate evm a moderate reiornier; for Lafay- 
ette had tried to arrest the progress ol the 
revolution under a coiistiiutioiial monarchy, 
lie visited the United States in 1824, and 
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was <9nthusiastically received by the citi- 
zens. After the events uf 183U he might 
hare been head of the French rep ublic» but 
contented himself with his uhfuppoiutment 
of chief of the civic guard ; a distinction 
which, in a few mouths^ he iLbaudoued in 
disgust. Prince Talleyrand said he had 
extinguished himself by his resignation 
and nothing remained but the tnuff,* His 
character was precisely a contrast to that 
of this diplomatic trickster. The promi- 
nent trait of Lafayette was a noble disin- 
terestedness. This was almost in extreme ; 
for it left an opening to men less able and 
deserving, and both lessened his usefulness 
and reputation for ability. It has been 
said of him — (^Foreign Qtwrterig Feview) 
— that “he had the ino<leratiou of Wash- 
ington without his wisdom ; his simplicity 
bur not his strength ; his amiability dis- 
joined from his activity and foresight, lie 
was theietore always respected and always 
forgotten.** The Parisians showed their 
respect to his memory by attending his 
funeral in immense numbers ; l^OU.OUU are 
sup|Njsed to iiave been present. Hts simple 
monumental designation — Hrqyiescai in 
pace — in the private cemetery ot Piepsa 
cannot be gainsaid by liiends or detractors. 

21. Smuoulinu. — A n interesting French 
ceiiui't has been published, of the extent to 
which stnuggliag is carried on between 
France and England. It is calculated 
that, 111 1826, not less than about dd,0U0 
cwt. of English manufactures were 
smuggled into France through the Nether- 
lands by means of dogs. Dogs had been 
taken by the custom-house otbcers with 
burdens valued at 32/. to 48/. each. It 
appeals that between 1820 and 1830, 
40,278 of these smuggling dogs had been 
destroyed, and 4,833/. bad been paid as 
premiums for their destruction, but the 
trade is nevertheless on the increase. 
The amount of duties evaded by the smug- 
gling of French goods to England in 1831 
was calculated at 800,000/. This is exclu- 
sive ot tobacco, of which great quantities 
are imported without paying duty. 

22. A motion lor the re|H^al of the 
stamp duty on newspapers is rejected in 
the commons by a majmity of 90 to 68. A 
motion for the appointment of authentic 
re|Kirt«rs hod the same fate. 

24. SessiQii of the French chambers 
eloieiL 

27. MiMiaTBRi/kh RnsiQNATions. — Mr. 
Wnrd made his motion relative to the Irish 
^iirch« In an able speech he described 
the unsettled state of Itoiuud ; said that 
since 1819 it had been ueceasary to main- 
tain an army there of 22,000 men, which 
cost a inilbon per an*.\im, exclusive of a 
loite that cost 300,000/. more, boUi 
of frbieh he aecribed chiefly to the main- 


tenance of a religious establishment not 
in unisun with popular opinion. Ho con- 
cluded by muviug, “ That the protestant 
episcopal establishment in Ireland exceeds 
the spiritual wants uf the protestant popu- 
lation ; and that it being the right of the 
state to regulate the dUtribution uf church 
property in such manner as parliament 
may determine, it is the opinion of this 
house, that the temporal possessions of 
the church of Ireland, as now established 
by law, ought to be reduced.’* Mr. Grote 
seconded tlie motion. After the mover 
and seconder had concluded, lord Alt' urp 
announced that he had just received com- 
munications which induced him to move 
that the house should adjourn till June 
2, which was agreed to. It appeared that 
there existed a diflerence of opinion in the 
cabinet as to the mode in which iMr. 
Ward’s motion should be met. a iimjoiity 
being in its favour, while the rest could 
not assent ta its principle. It was in tlie 
end determined to issue u commission, with 
ample instructioiis to inquire into tlie luitiial 
condition of the Irish church, botlrTviih 
regard to its ministers and members. Hut 
the dissentient minority of the cahuut 
could neither assent to a coinmissioii of 
inquiry, nor to Mr. Ward's motion; iu- 
ferriiig, that if the commission reported, as 
was anticipated, that the temporal 
siuiis of the church exceeded Us spiiiiu.il 
wants, then there would bt; a surplus, th:i\ 
agreeably to Mr. Ward’s motion, would in* 
at parliamentary disposal, to be ap]ilicd 
either to lay or ecclesiastical purposes fo 
the appropriation of church property to 
other than ecclesiastical uses, Mr. .'^taiui-}, 
Sir James Graham, the earl uf Kipou, and 
the duke ul Kichmond, could not asM'iit, 
and resigned their places in the ministry. 
3'he following apjiointments took plav-o 
in consetpience : — colonial secretary, Mr. 
Spring Kice; first lord of the admiraliy, 
lord Auckland, lord privy seal, earl <1 
Carlisle; master of the mint, Mr. Aber- 
crombie ; post-master gerierah marquis ut 
Conyngham ; president of the hoaul ot 
trade, Mr. Fouiett Thompson ; secretary 
of the treasury, Mr. Francis Baring; and 
Mr. Ellice, the secretary at war, was >u* 
troduced into the cabinet. On resuininj; 
the adjourned debate, lord Allhorp aa- 
nuunced the ministerial changes, ami tlie 
appointment of the church connnission, 
but Mr. Ward, notwithstanding, pressed 
his motion to a division, which waa ue- 


ratived by 396 to 120. 

27 . By a dedsion of the general as- 
tern bly of the church ol Scotland, an inipor 
ant change has been effected in the 
if churcl^atrouuge in that cuuntry. 
Woocrieff, a judS of nemoth 
30 person shallbe appointed to a hvi g 
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who is disapproved of by a majority of the 
heads of families in communion with the 
church, and the motion was carried by a 
majority of 184 to 138. 

28. Being the anniversary of the king’s 
birth'day, the Irish prelates, headed by 
the archbishop of Armagh, presented an 
address to his majesty, in which they 
strongly deprecated ecclesiastical innova- 
tions. The king did nut satisfy himself 
with the common formal answer, but de* 
livered an extempore address of consider- 
able length, in which he warmly expressed 
his attachment to the church. He said 
(^Ann. Reg, Ixxvi. 44) that he had always 
been friendly to toleration in its utmost 
altitude, but opposed to licentiousness, and 
that he was fully sensible how much Inith 
the protestunt church and his own family 
were indebted to the revolution of 1688. 

“ The words,” said he, which you hear 
from me, are spoken from iny mouth, but 
they proceed from my heart.” 

Don Pedro issued a decree alrolishing 
all convents and monasteries in Portugal; 
and shortly after another decree aboiisliing 
the privileges of the Oporto wine company. 

Jmv 3. On the motion of Mr. Buck- 
ingham, in the commons, a select com- 
mittee is appointed to itupiire into the 
causes, extent, and remedies of drunken- 
ness. On the motion of Mr. C. Grant, a 
committee appointed to inquire into the 
means of promoting communication with 
India by steam. In place of Mr. Hue- 
buck's motion, for inquiring into the means 
of establishing national education, an 
amendment, moved by lord Mor|>eth, was 
substituted, for inquiring into the appli- 
cation of a grant of last session, tor elect- 
ing schoi.l houses. 

An inquest held on the bodies of Matilda 
Archer, aged 19, and Mary Ann Perry, 
aged 18; the jury returned a verdict 
of feh de s<*. It appeared that the two 
young women, on the previous night, had 
tied their wrists tightly together with a 
silk handkerchief, and thrown themselves 
into the Thames, where they were found 
drowned next morning. 

FttKNCH CoMMKKCE. — An Ordinance ap 
peared in the A/oni/eur, making considerable 
alterations in the commercial intercourse 
between England and France. The prohi- 
bition on the import and export of certain 
articles removed; the tonnage of English 
Vessels admitted into French ports reduced ; 

cotton yams, chain cables, ami other 
articles, are to be admitted on payment 
of a fixed duty. This is the corameuce- 
ment of n more lil)eral system ; and it ap- 
pears, from the Reports of Messrs. Bow- 
and Villiers, that the French are be- 
comiujj more alive to the advantages of 


free-trade. Owing to restrictions and mo- 
nopolies, the foreign commerce of France 
has made much less progress within the 
last half century, than either her agricul- 
ture or her manufactures; The value of 
her imports and exports together amount- 
etl, in 1787. to 25,000,006/. sterling; in 
1830, they amounted to no more than 
25,500,000/., notwithstanding an increase 
in the population of the country from 
twenty-four to thirty-three millions. The 
small share she possesses of the immense 
export trade of England places in a strong 
light the oppressive operation of the anti- 
commercial regulations to which she has 
subjected lierself. In 1830, while our exports 
to all Europe amounted to 34,275,387/., 
those to France amounted only to 659,037/., 
or about a fifty-second part of the whole. 
Ainung the European countries to which 
shipments of British goods were made, 
France ranked only the ninth in import- 
xnce. In 1831, she ranked as an eighth, 
and received a thirty-eighth part of the 
exports from hhigland to the whole of Eu- 
rope. 

4. The Antigua legislature dispensed 
with the apprenticeship clause in the 
Slavery Alnilition Bib, and declared that 
the slaves iu that colony should be entirely 
free from August 1st. 

10. The installation of the duke of 
Wellington as chancellor of Oxford univer- 
sity takes place with much pomp, and a 
strung display of conservative feeling. 

1.3. About this period the greater part 
of the Leeds trades’ unionists, who had 
Ireen long out of employment in conse- 
quence of a strike, returned to their work 
at the mills. About 45 mills and dressing- 
shops had been standing for many weeks. 

17. The census of New South Wales 
and Van Diemeus Land taken in Sep- 
tember, 1843, was publisheil. In the for- 
mer the number of males was 44.643, and 
of females, 16,151. The population of 
Sydney was 16,232. 

18. Don Carlos landed at Portsmouth 
with his family and suite. Three werks 
after he left England, and suddenly ap- 
peared among his adherents in Spain. 

Mr. Robert Grant is appointed Governor 
of Bombay, and has lieen succetiied by Mr. 
C. Fergusson as judge-advocate. 

24. The grand musical festival, given 
;n Westminster Ai)bey, for the benefit of 
the various musical societies, commence*!. 
Their majesties attended it in state for 
four days. The number of ]»erfoimers 
araourited to 625, and the proceeds f 
od to 22.0U0/., the clear pr(»hts t«; 9,0t)U/. 

Messrs. Kaphael and IHidg*-’ 
shenrts of London and Middlesex. Ihe 
former is the first catholic who has hcbl 
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the office since the expulsion of the 
Stuarts. 

A sanguinary battle was fought at the 
fair of Ballyheagh, by the duns of Coleen 
anti Lawlur. About 1,000 men, indepen- 
dent of women, were engaged in the bloody 
aH'ray. Many were killed, and about 18 
drowned ia the river. 

25. Admiral Napier arrived at Ports- 
mouth in the Bragaiiza frigate, and was 
welcomed with great enthusiasm by the 
inhabitants. His share of the prize-money 
for the capture of the Miguelite fleet, 
(valued at 120,000/.,) was stated to be 
16,000/. 

28 Strike of the shoemakers of Derby. 

Colocutroni and Colliopul were convic- 
ted of treason at Nauplia, and sentenced 
to death. The sentence was afterwards 
commuted to 20 years imprisonment. 

30. The editor of the Morning Pott 
committed to custoily by the lords, for a 
libel on the lord chancellor, charging his 
lordship with making a false entry of a 
decision of the house. Two days alter he 
was discharged on acknowledging his error, 
and payment of fees. 

The government prosecutions for libel 
since the king^s accession have been six. 
In these causes the defendants were; — 
'William Cob'oett, William Alcock Haley, 
Richard Carlile, John Ager, Patrick Grant, 
John Bell, Henry Hetheiiiigton, and Tho- 
mas Stevens. 

Julg 1. Karl Grey proposed in the 
house of lords the renewal of the Irish 
Coercion Bill, with the exception of the 
court-martial clauses, which were omitted. 

3. A warm altercation in the commons 
between Mr. Littleton and Mr. (TCuniiell, 
on the Irish Coercion Hill. It apjieared 
that Mr. Littleton had confidentialiy com- 
municated to Mr. O'Connell, that the 
clauses in the bill ]>roiiibit<»ry of iiieetings 
were not demanded by the Irish govern- 
ment and would not be pressed ; never- 
theless the obnoxious clauses appeare<i in 
the bill, and Mr. O’Connell considered 
that a deception had been practised, and 
that the coiniiiunication had secured ad- 
vantages over him which would nut have 
been possessed, and which dissolved the 
obligation of secrecy, under which the 
communication had been made. On the 
Zth^ Lord Althurp stated that Mr Littleton 
had sufficient ground for the hope he hud 
intimated to Mr. OThmnell, that the ob- 
Doxiuut clauses would be omitted ; but 
feeling the unpleasant position in which 
he stood in having acted on that aiiticifia* 
tioiii Mr. Littleton had tendered his 
resignation ; but had been prevailed upon 
to remain in t»ffice. A stormy debate 
then ensued on s motion of Mr. 0*Coiinell 


for copies of the correspondence between 
the lord lieutenant of Ireland and minis- 
ters, which was negatived by to 54. 

5. The queen embarked at Woolwich 
for the continent, to visit her relatives at 
Meinengen Her majesty travels incog- 
nita, under the title of the countess of 
Lancaster. 

9 Kksionation ov Kakl Grey. — 
The resignation of Karl Grey had been 
preceded by that of lord Althurp, wl>o 
found himself unable to carry the Irish 
Coercion Bill through the commons, with 
the clauses against public meetings, aher 
it had become known that the lord lieu- 
tenant had advised the dispensing with 
these clauses, and that there was a differ- 
ence of opinion in the cabinet on t!ie 
necessity of their retention. Without the 
assistance of lord Althorp as ministerial 
leader in the commons, Karl Grey cun. 
hidered himself iinalde to carry on the 
government, and resigned. 11 is lord- 
ship had passed his seventieth year; and, 
from declining health, the infirmities of 
age, and weariness of official life, had 
wished to retire at the close of last session, 
but had been prevailed upon bv his col- 
leagues to continue in office. Ifhe nviiii 
objects with which bis administration 
commenced bad lieen effected: — Parlia- 
mentary reform, the great object of his 
public exertions, had been Hccomplisheu ; 
peace had been m.iintained, without na- 
tional dishonour ; and taxes repealed to the 
amount of four and a half millions. The 
explanations of the seceding ministers 
were given on the 9th. Karl Grey was 
listened to with profound attention, and 
at one moment was so overpowered by 
his feelings, that he was compelled to sit 
down, which interv'al the duke of Wel- 
lington filled up hy presenting some 
petitions. His lordship liad held office, as 
premier^ three ye.irs, seven months, and 
twenty-two days, which exceeded the tt*rm 
of his predecessor, ihe duke of Wellington, 
liy nearly one year and a half. Since 
1754, only four premiers have held office 
for a longer period, namely, the duke of 
Newcastle eight years, lord North twelve, 
Mr. Pitt upwards of seventeen, and lord 
Liverpool nearly fifteen years. 

15. Marshal Soiilt quitted the French 
ministry, and was succeeded as president 
of the council and minister at war by 
marshal Gerard. 

16. A riot took place at Madrid, m 
consequence of some misapprehensions 
relative to the cholera; the populace 
imagined the fountains had been poisujj*^^ 
and alnnit seventy persons were killed, 
chiefly monks. The number of persons 
who died of cholera in that capital from 
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this period to the 2l8t of August was cal- 
culated at 5,000. 

17. Died M. A. Taylor, M. P. aged 
77. He was an old friend of Mr. Fox, 
and distinguished for his persevering ex- 
j)Osition of chancery abuses. Since the 
retirement of Mr. Cuke, he had been 
the father of the commons, having 
been a member of that assembly for fifty 
years. 

MbI'BOurnr Cabinet. — The comple- 
tion of the ministry was announced in the 
commons by lord Althorp. His lord- 
ship had consented to resume his office. 
The following is the list of the new 
cabinet: — 

Viscount Melbourne, First Lord of the 
Treasury. 

Viscount Althorp, Chanceflor of the 
Exchequer, 

Lord Brougham, Lord High Chancellor. 

Marquis of Lansdowne, Lord President 
of the Cornell. 

Earl of Mulgrave, Ijord Privy Seal. 

Viscount Dtincanuon, Home Secretary. 

Viscount Palmerston, Foreign Secretary. 

Spring Rice, Otlonial Secretary, 

LokI Auckland, First Lord of the Ad- 

miralty. 

Charles Grant, President of India Board. 

Marquis of ( onyngham, Postmaster Ge- 
neral. 

Lord Holland, Chancellor of the duchy 
of Lancaster. 

Lord John Russell, Paymaster of the 
Forces. 

K. J. LHtleton, Secretary for Ireland. 

21. The lord chancellor expatiated at 
considerable length on the principles which 
should regulate the administration of relief 
to the poor, and concluded with moving 
in the lords, the second reailing of the 
poor laws amendment bill. The motion 
was supported by the duke of Wellington, 
and other ojtposition peers, and agreed to 
by a maiority of 76 to 13. 

23. The circulation of paper money 
abolished by I>>n Pedro in Portugal, and 
a metallic currency established. 

25. The amount of legacies, donations, 
'kc., made to difierent charities in France, 
during the year 1833, was stated to 
be 160,000/. • 

Died at Highgate, aged 62, Samuri. 
Taylou Coi.kridgk, the celebrated jniet 
and metaphysician. This respected iite- 
rator had long snifered under acute illness, 
and for the last thirteen months, us he told 
a triend, had walked seventeen hours in 
his chamber each clay. He was the son of 
the vicar of St. Mary Ottery in Devonshire ; 
was educated ut ChrisCs Hospital, and 
went to Cambridge on one of the exhibi- 
tions belonging to that foundation. Like 
other ingenuous minds, he was smitten 


with the opening buds of the French revo- 
lution, ancl while under their influence 
projected, in conjunction with Southey 
and Lovell, who had married three sisters, 
the establishment of a community in 
America upon more elementary prin- 
ciples than those predominant in* Europe. 
Mr. Coleridge possessed great conversa- 
tional powers ; and William Hazlitt, who 
heard him preach at the Unitarian chapel 
at Taunton, has left a graphic description 
of his impressive appearance and pulpit 
oratory. As traveller, public lecturer, and 
general writer for the press, Mr, Coleridge 
had opportunities for extensive observation 
on the diversities of human life and cha- 
racter; but the variety appears to have 
perplexed rather than simplified his intel- 
lectual deductions. His later writings 
partook of the vague obscurities of Ger- 
man idealism, in which the realities of 
life are lost amidst mystic and imprac- 
ticable contemplations. The English 
Goethe, like his prototype, combining 
with religious feeling a poet’s fancy ancl 
temperament, the uncongenial pursuit of 
a metaphysician’s analysis appears to have: 
wrought out few definite and tangible 
conclusions in the perplexities of moral 
and political philosophy. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
forward a second budget, and announced 
that the surplus for the year was 2,1 77,030/. 
and that it was his intention to take 
off the house tax and other taxes to the 
amount of a million and a half. 

27. Earl Bathurst died, aged 72. He 
was colonial secretary for Id years, and 
president of the council during the Wel- 
lington administration. His lordship was 
a feeble, embarrassed speaker, and of little 
ability. Tne order of the Garter he held 
was given to the Duke of Norfolk. 

31. French chamber of deputies opened 
with a pacific speech from the King. Tlie 
government had acquired strength by the 
late elections. 

Aug. 1, A public dinner given at the 
Freemasons’ Tavern, to celebrate the 
termination of West Indian slavery. The 
Karl of Mulgrave, the late governor of 
Jamaica, was in the chair, and the most 
active public supporters of emancipation 
were present, as were also several gentle- 
men of colour from the West Indies. Iho 
dissenters generally throughout the coun- 
try celebrated the same event in their 
chapels. At Hull, the first stone of the 
Wilherforce testimonial was raised. 

Rkmarkabi.k Akkaiu. — Three persons, 
Edwards, Weedon, and Laco>s..yne, tried 
at the Middlesex .sessions lor attempting 
to obtain by force certain title-deeds, and 
a check for 800/. from Mr. (Jee, a solicitor 
of Bishop-Stortford, on the 12th of lost 
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May. The trial lasted thirteen hours, and 
the two former were found guilty of* con- 
spiring to imprison Mr. Gee, and the latter 
of a common assault: they were respec- 
tively sentenced to two years, one year, and 
six months* imprisonment. The case had 
excited great interest, owing to its novel 
circumstances. Mr. Gee was professionally 
employed by a i)erson who stated herself 
to be a widow, of' the name of Canning, to 
invest the sum of’ 2,000/. for her beut-fit. 
He invested 1,200/. of* this sum, and i>laced 
the remaining 800/. in the hands of his 
banker. Mr. Gee, having been by specious 
pretences seduced to a house in York Street, 
Commercial Road, was there seized by three 
men, and forced through the back kitchen 
into a recess walled with strong boards, and 
plastered with mud and soil. He was 
there fastened by chains and cords to a 
board which served fur a seat, and to two 
pieces of wood, so that he could scarcely 
move. The men then extorted from him 
an order for the title-deeds of the invested 
property of Mrs. Canning, and a check for 
the 800/. Tills was stated to be the price 
of his release, and was yielded by him in 
the fear of being murdered. One of the 
men, who was blinds and seemed the leader 
of the party, then w«ut away with the 
order and the check, leaving the other men 
in charge of their prisoner. >V heii Mr. 
Gee was left by himself, he contrived by 
extreme exertion to force up the chain 
across his breast, and to make his escape. 
Information having been given of these 
facts at the Lamlieth-street Police-office, 
the three men were apprehended the next 
day. The blind man, Edwards, was a 
teacher of music, and had hired the house 
but a few days previously, and had the 
den constructed according to his directions, 
for the special purpose to which it was 
applied. He did not deny his part in the 
business, but justified it us a means of 
obtaining for Mrs. Canning that justice 
which huKl been quietly sought in vain. 
The transaction was elucidated by the fact, 
that Mrs. Canning had been married, 
under a false name, to Edwards, and that 
she had only a life interest in the property 
in question, which she was to retain awhile 
she remained u widow, and no longer. 

Karl Radnor’s bill for the admission of 
dissenters into the universities, thrown out 
of the lords b) 102 to ltd, 

Leghorn opened as an entirely free port, 
by the cessatioa of the duty of one per 
cent* upon merchandise by sea. 

5. Great inundations from heavy rains 
in the midland and northern counties, 
particularly in the vicinity of Birmingham 
and Manchester. Some lives were lust, and 
the destruction of property considerable. 

At the Chester assises, two men. named 


Garside and Mosley, were indicted for the 
murder of Mr. Thomas Ashton, on the 3d 
of January, JS31. The murdered person 
was manager of a mill at the period when 
there was a dispute between the masters 
and tum-outs at Werneth. He was killed 
by a shot while passing through a lane on 
his way to the mill. The principal witness 
against the prisoners was the brother of 
Mosley, who was himself a party in the 
murder, but was admitteil king’s evidence 
against the others. It transpired on the 
trial that the prisoners had no personal 
ill-will to Mr. Ashton, but had undertaker, 
the assassination in consideration of re- 
ceiving 3/. Gs. Sd each, from the trades’ 
union, to which Mr. Ashton had become 
obnoxious. The j)risoners were fuind 
guilty, and sentenced to death ; but the 
execution was delayed in consequence of 
a dispute between the sheriffs of the county 
and those of the city of Chester, each 
party contending that the duty devolved 
on the other of seeing the sentence carried 
into eff'ect. They were finally executed at 
Horsemonger-lane, pursuant to an award 
of the court of King's Bench, marie on 
the motion of the attorney-general, Nov. G, 
who cited several cases to justify the in- 
terference of the court; among them that 
of the celebrated Sir Walter Raleigh. 
Sul).sequently an act was pas.sed (1 Win. 
4. c. 1.) settling the duties of the sheriHs. 

Admiral Sir Richard King, commander- 
in-chief in the Medway, dit'd, aged 61, 
and was succtedeii by Admiral F»einiiig. 
He was one of Nelson’s captains at Uk; 
battle of Trafalgar, and had the command 
on the East India station from 1816 to 
1820. 

8. General Sir John Hoyle, died in his 
78th yi ar. He served in the four quarters 
of the glohe, was present at twenty-three 
general engagements, and received public 
thanks on nine diiferent occasions. 

lO. The Glasgow turn-out calico printers, 
after a nine months' struggle, have been 
comjielled to yield to fheir employers. 
Thi> strike has cost tlic employed 1*2,1)00/. 
to support the refractory. 

n. The Irish Tithe Bill was rejected 
in the Lords by a majority of 181) to 1*22. 

14. A great Protestant meeting, con- 
sisting chiefly of nobility and gentry, held 
at Dublin, and resolutions passed m 
port of the established church. 

15. pROIlOOATlUN OF PaHI.I AMKNT.-— 
The king in person prorogued parliatnent. 
Alter adverting to the principal labours 
of the session, he intimated that theimpoi- 
tant subjects of jurisprudence and nuinici- 
pal corporations would he introduced nex 
session. The^ legislative hu»iiiehs ol the 
year hail fallen shoit of that transacted m 
1833, partly from ministenal disagree 
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mentg and chanp^eSi and partly from the 
refusal of the lords to concur in measures 
sent up to them from the commons. 
Amon^ the bills which passed the com- 
monS) and which were either rejected or so 
altered by the lords as to preclude the con- 
currence of the commons, were those rela- 
tive to Jewish disabilities, — admission of 
dissenters into the universities — prevention 
of parliamentary corruption in Warwick — 
the Bribery Bill and the Coroners’ Court 
Bill — which last was lost by the lords re- 
jectiu}' a clause declaring' coroners’ courts 
open courts. The two principal measures 
that became law were the Central Crimi- 
nal Court Act and the Poor Law Amend- 
ment Act. The first of these measures 
was intended to improve the administration 
of the criminal law in the metropolis. It 
extends the juiisdiciion of the Old Bailey 
Court over a popidatiun of about 1,700,000, 
not only in Middlesex, but in parts of Sur- 
rey, Kent, and Kssex ; leavinj^ to the Mid- 
dlesex sessions, at Clerkenwell, the trial of 
offences punishable with not more than 
seven years’ transportation. The Old 
Bailey sessions to be held twelve times a- 
year at the least, an<l ofiener if necessary, 
in the city of London or the suburbs. 
Tills measure eff'ected a ^reat improvement 
in the judicial administration of the me- 
tropolis; and the outlines of it are said to 
have been given to the lord chancellor by 
an eminent barrister. 

The most important measure of the ses- 
sion was the Poor Lnw Amendment JcU It 
was founded on inipiiries and suggestions 
made by itinerant commissioners, who had 
been appointed to investigate the abuses of 
the poor-law administration and suggest 
remedies. Their suggestions were adopted 
by large majorities of both houses of par- 
liament, consisting of all puliiical pairties, 
and excited little popular opposition, 
though effecting a great change in the 
mode of treating the indigent classes. The 
chief reasons upon which the new legisla- 
tion was founded were the burdensome 
amount of the poor-rates — the temptations 
to improvident habits they held out — the 
superior condition of the pauper to an in- 
dependent labourer — mul<-admiiiist ration of 
the laws through the interference of magis- 
t rates, and etpiality of voting — the payment 
of wages out of the rates — the granting of 
out-door allowances to able-bodied labour- 
ers— encouragement afforded to inconti- 
nence, by the allowances granted to 
mothers for the maintenance >f illegitimate 
children — litigativ>n, in consequence of the 
settlement- laws, &c. For the remeily ol 
these evils, the leliof of the poor was 
placed under the control of three commis- 
Mi«mers appointed by the crown, who are 
authorised to make rules for the manage- 


ment of the poor, the government of work- 
houses, the conduct of guardians, vestries, 
and officers, the keeping of accounts, and 
making of contracts. They are also em 
powered to appoint assistant commissioners 
with similar powers, to form unions of 
parishes, and, in short, to direct and con- 
trol every matter connected with the relief 
of the poor in England and Wales. 

A third act for amending the statute of 
1830 (see p. 891), allowing the retail of beer 
by an excise licence^ effected important 
changes in the original measure. Com- 
plaints had been made of the ill-manage- 
inent of the beer-houses, and the new act 
prohibits persons selling beer to be drunk 
on the premises, unless expressly licensed 
to do so. Persons desiring to be so licensed 
must annually produce to, and deposit with 
the commissioners of excise, a certificate of 
good character from six inhabitants of the 
parish, rated at six pounds a-year each ; 
and that they are so rated must be attested 
by the certificate of the overseer. Alterations 
were also made in the licence duties. 

The session began with a formidable ar- 
ray of business. At the close of the pre- 
ceding session there were standing in the 
order-book 134 notices of motions; to this 
number f>l more notices were added on 
the first day of the session ; and it is sup- 
posed 200 more notices were given in the 
course of the session ; making a total of 
about 400 projects of reform and change 
to be discussed during the six months* 
sitting of parliament. It is needless to say 
that many of these unhorii legislative 
schemes never saw the light. Among 
them were projects for the occasional sit- 
ting of parliament in Duidin — that the 
commons should rise before dinner — for a 
tax on Irish absentee'; — tor the repeal of 
the Royal Marriage act — for securing open 
spaces in towns lor public walks — for the 
abolition of the hereditary peerage — for 
taking elections by ballot — for the aboli- 
tion of subscription to the 39 Articles in 
the universities — for giving {•ublieity to 
lists of divisions in the house — for amend- 
ing the liws against drunkeniiess, &c. 
Among measures, salutary or popular, per- 
fected iu this second session of the reformed 
parliament, the following may be enume- 
rated 

Repeal of the house-tax, amounting to 

1 , 200 , 000 /. 

Abolition of the duty on almanacs. 

Reduction of the interest of the 4 per 
Cents, of I82b, by which a saving of 
50 OOOA per aniinm was effected. 

A second gr *nt of 20,0000/. for building 

schools m Kuglund. ^ 

A irraiit, for the fir^t time, for building 
"thools, of 10,000/. for Scotland. 
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Abolition of penalties on marriages 
celebrated in Scotland by catholic 
priests. 

Reform of the exchequer^ by which 
30.000/. a-year will ^ saved. 

Abolition of siuecure offices in the house 
of commons^ and limitation of salaries. 

Facilities granted for the admission and 
circulation through the post-office of 
foreign newspapers. 

Colonisation ot South Australia on an 
improved principle. 

The royal assent was given to 143 pri- 
vate bills, of which the following is a clas- 
sification: — agriculture, 18; companies, 
7 ; improvements of towns and districts, 
54 ; internal communications, 34 ; navi- 
gation, 9 ; private regulation, 21. 

In reckoning up the parliamentary work 
of the year, that done by select committees 
of the two houses ought not to be forgotten. 
Among the committees appointed by the 
house of commons, and most of which 
made reports, while all diligently investi- 
gated to a greater or less extent the 
subjects with the examination of which 
they were charged, may be mentioned 
those on sinecure offices ; on the law of 
libel ; on the grievances complained of by 
certain of the inhabitants of Lower Ca- 
nada; on the cases of Mr. Harvey, Mr. 
Buckingham, the Baron de Bode, and Mr. 
Gurney; on steam-navigation to India; 
on medical education; ou the tea du- 
ties ; and on the general state of the edu- 
cation of the poor in Kngland and Wales. 

18. The working builders in Lon- 
don, to the number of 10,000, struck, in 
consequence ot a declaration of the masters 
requiring them to renounce trades’ unions. 

A general strike among the artisans 
employed by government. All of them i 
were offered employment if they would 
sign a declaration that they did not belong ^ 
to any union. Only a very small number 
signed, and the rest relinquished their 
work. 

22. Mr. Frankland Lewis, Mr. .Shaw 
Lefevre, and Air. Nicholls, appointed Poor 
Law Commissioners under the new act. 
Mr. Chadwick appointed secretary to the 
board. 

27. The Cameieom revenue cutter run 
down by the frigate, in the day- 

time, off Dover; ^nd out of 19 only five 
of the crew were saved* The officer of the 
watch on board the frigate was afterwards 
dismissed the service in pursuance of the 
sentence of a court-martial. 

30. Don Carlos and his heirs excluded 
from the throne of Spain by a decision of 
the Cortes. 

There is this year a great diminution of 
Irish labourers employed in getting in the 


harvest. It augurs well for the state of 
home labour in Ireland, while it restores 
to the English labourer an advantage of 
which he has for many years past been 
deprived. 

The old ship, the Discovery, in which 
Captain Cook sailed round the world, has 
been removed from Woolwich, and is now 
moored ofi' Deptford as a receiving-ship 
for convicts. 

At the great annual sheep-fair held at 
Britfurd,near Salisbury, upwards of 80,000 
sheep and lambs were sold ; lambs fetching 
30«., ewes, 34s., and wethers 35«. each. 

Sepi. 2. Mr. Telford, the celebrated 
civil engineer, died at his house, Abiug- 
don-street, aged 77, and eight days after- 
wards his remains were deposited in 
Westminster Abbey. His great works are 
the Caledonian Canal, the Cun way-bridge 
the Holyhead Road, and the Meriai- 
bridge. He was a native of the pari.sh uf 
Westerkirk, Dumfriesshire. By his will 
he left Mr. Southey, the poet, 500 guineas, 
which sum by a codicil he doubled. 

Admiral Sir Benjamin Hallowell (!arew 
died at Beddington Park, aged 74. 
He was a native uf Canada, and took the 
name of Carew on succeeding to a large 
fortune. He fought under Kodney m 
1782 ; under Nelson at the sieges of Ba.stiii 
and Calvi, and commanded the Swiftsure 
at the battle of the Nile; and at the tinio 
of his death was one of the three surviving 
captains who commanded ships of the line 
on that memorable day. 

3. A struggle at Manchester against a 
halfpenny church-rate terminated in the 
refusal of the rate, by a majority of 7019 
'.0 5897, 

Trial of the great will cause at Lancas- 
:er liefore Baron Gurney, which lasted 
10 days, terminated in a verdict for the 
defendant, Mr. Wright, whose claim to the 
Toperty, amounting to 7000/. a-year, he- 
ueathed by the late Mr. Marsdeii, was 
Lputed hy admiral Tatham, the heir-at- 
law, on the ground of the mental imbecility 
of the testator. 

8. The British Association held its 
fourth annual meeting at Ediiitiurgh. 

9. A respectable man named Steinberg, 
a native uf Germany, residing in South- 
ampton-strcct, Pentouville, destroyed in 
the course of the night the woman with 
whom he cohabited, and their four children, 
and then committed suicide. Kmbarrassep 
circumstances were the supiwsed cause. 
The unhappy man was buried two nights 
afterwards, at 11 o^clock at night, in the 
poor-ground of Clerkenwell parish, amidst 
the execrations of a vast crowd. 

14. Death of Sir John Lkacu, master 
of the rolls, aged 74. His father was a 
tradesman of Bedfortl> at the grammar- 
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school of which town sir John w*^s 
educated. He was first in the office of an 
architect, and did not enter the Mhhlle 
Temple till his twenty-fifth year. His 
success was rapid at the bar. By his 
zealous defence in the house of commons 
of the duke of York, wlien implicated in 
the practices of Mrs. Clarke, he became a 
particular favourite with the royal family. 
He was at the head of the Milan commis- 
sion appointed to collect evidence of the 
irre^^ularities of the princess of Wales, in 
Italy. In 1817 he became vice-chancellor, 
and in 1827 master of the rolls. He pos- 
sessed considerable capabilities as a 
judge; could seize the strong points of a 
case, and was able to deliver his opinion 
immediately, in a manner clear, precise, 
and conclusive. He has been accused of 
suppleness towards the rich and pijwerful, 
and had tlie foible of seeking to vie, in 
their frivolities, with people of fashion. 

1.“), Djnnkutu Kaki.Guky. — A grand 
entertainment was given at Edinburgh to 
this veteran statesman in testim<iny of 
respect for his consistency and public con- 
duct while premier. Probably no minister 
in the zenith of his power ever before 
received so gratifying a tribute of national 
res{)ect as was paid on this occasion to 
one who bad not only retired from office, 
but retired from it for ever. The popular 
eiitliusiasin both in the capital anil other 
])atts of Scotland was e\tri*mo, which the 
noble earl sensibly felt and gratefully 
acknowledged as among the proudest cir- 
cmnstances of his life. The dinner took 
place in a large pavilion erected for the 
occasion in the area of the High School, and 
was prt)vided for upwards of 1500 persons, 
besides more than GOO who were admitted 
after tlie removal of the cloth. The prin- 
cipal speakers were earl Gfey, the lord 
chancellor, and the earl of Durham. Earl 
Grey and the lord chancellor in their 
speeches consideicd that the reform in par- 
liament afforded the means by which all 
useful improvements may be obtained 
without violence. Both advocated a deli- 
berate and careful, but steady couise of 
amelioration and reform, and both derided 
the idea of a reaction in favour of Tory 1 
principles of government. The Earl of ' 
Durham avowed his opinions in favour of 
the ballot and household suffrage, and 
tleclared that he should regret every hour 
which left ancient and recognised abuses 
unreformed. 

24, Dbath ov Don Peuuo. — ^The 
prince had resigned the regency on the 
l8th, owing to illneii^ and expired at the 
palace of Queluz, near Lislxin, in the 
37th year of his agt?. He was elected 
emperor of Brasil in 1821, abdicated in 
•331, and had only survivi d four months j 


the expulsion of his brother Miguel from 
the throne of Portugal. Don Pedro was a 
man of energy, and of considerable but 
uncultivated talents ; and, owing to his 
violent temper, that often precipitated him 
into arbitrary acts, was unfit for steady 
government. On the resignation of the 
regency by her father, Donna Maria, then 
in her sixteenth year, was declared by 
the Cortes to be of age, and fully compe- 
tent to take upon herself the administration 
of public affairs. A change of ministry 
followed, and the queen appointed the 
duke of Palmeila prime minister, with 
Vasconcellas, Carvalho, Terceira, Villa 
Real, and Agostinho Freiie, for a cabinet. 

25. Si.AVK Emancipation. — Subse- 
quently to August 1st a strong anxiety 
was felt in this country for intelligence as 
to the manner in which the boon of free- 
dom had been received by the slaves in 
the different colonies. Information up to 
the day of emancipation has now been 
received from most of the West India 
colonies, and is highly satisfactory. There 
had been thanki^givings and jubilees in 
most of the islands at the termination of 
personal servitude. In Jamaica there 
had been misapprehension as to the ap- 
prentice state, but the judicious \ rocla- 
mation of the Jlarquis of Sligo, the 
governor, speedily removed it. In Antigua, 
where the slaves had been set entirely 
free, most of the negroes had begun to 
work at the rate of 1», a-day for able la- 
bourers, and 9(1, a-day for the second class 
of labourers. Everywhere the colonial 
legislatures exhibited a willingness to give 
full efliect to the enactment of the motlier- 
country. 

Oct. I, The fiiilure of Mr. Raikes, go- 
vernor of the bank of England, caused 
some alarm in the city, lest he might have 
•used his influence as governor to involve 
the bank in the speculations of the firm, 
to which he belonged, but the apprehen- 
sion proved groundless. Another firm 
Bentley, Dear, and Co., doing business to 
the amount of 400,000/. yearly, were ren- 
dered bankrupt by the forgeries and subse- 
quent disappearance of Bentley, the prin- 
cipal partner, 

U. Lord Napier, chief superintendent 
of the British merchants at Canton, died 
suddenly at Macao. Mis lordship had be- 
come embroiled with the authorities by a 
breach of Chinese etiquette, which led to 
a stoppage of the tea traile. Napier 
brought up two ships of war to overawe 
the arrogant but timid natives ; they were 
firiMl upon by the forts, and. the fire being 
returned bv the ships, some lives were 
lost. The interdict on the trade wm re- 
moved a few days afler and commercial in- 
tercourse resumed. 
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15« A petition presented to Mr. Secretary up for the occasion, with a mimic repro- 
Rice sipped by upwards of 3'^»000 pei*son sentation of tho throne, woolsack, bencnes, 
praying for the release of Mr. Webb fioin and cross-benches, and the ofHcial persons 
the remainder of his confinement in York present were wigged and robed in the 
Castle. Webb had been convicted of man- usual manner. 

slaughter, caused by administering Mori- 29. A public dinner given to the earl of 
8011*8 pills. Durham at Glasgow. During the previous 

16. Houses of Pauliament burnt, part of the day he was presented with the 
—About six o'clock in the evening a fire freedom of the city, and received a great 
broke out in some buildings near the lower number of addresses from various bodies, 
end of the house of lords, which continued The number in the green or public park 
to rage ihroughout the night, and was not of Glasgow was calculated at 100,000. 
completely extinguished fur several days. AW. 1. The New Central Criminal Court 
The entire mass of buildings in that quar- ojiened at the Old Bailey, 
ter was, at first, thought to be endangered, Incendiaiy fires occurred with alarming 
and great anxiety was felt for the safety frerpiency in various parts of England. In 
of Westmiuster-Hall and even the Abbey, most of the cases the owners were insured, 
but none of these buildings .sustained ina- d. Marshal Gerard having previously 
terial damage. The libraries and state resigned, the rest of the French ministers, 
papers in the lords and commons and De Rigny. Duchatel, Thiers, Guizot, Hu- 
speakeFs residence were preserved, but the mann, and Persil, tendered their resigna- 
Painted Chamber and two houses of parlia- tions, which were accepted, and, in a few 
ment were entirely destroyed, with the ex- days after, the duke of Bassaiio was ap- 
ceptioii, in the lords, of the library and ad- pointed prime minister, with a new cabinet, 
joining rooms ; and, in the commons, of This new ministry resigned in three days, 
four committee-rooms. The speakers and the former ministry, excepting (terard, 
house was much damaged, and that of the resuine«l oflice, the duke of Treviso being 
chief-clerk destroyed. Lords Melbourne, premier. 

Althorp, Hill, aud Munster, sir J. C. Hob- 10. Karl Spencer ditMl at his seat, AU 
house, and Mr, Ilume, M.P., who were thorp Park, aged 76. lie was first, li»rd of 
on the spot, zealously assisted in arresting the admiralty under Mr. Pitt's udministra- 
the progress of the tiames. The privy tion from 1791 to 1801, the period of the 
council instituted an impiiry into thecatise reat naval victories of C’amperdown, Cape 
of the fire, and after hearing much evi- St. Vincent, and the Nile, lie retired when 
deuce, and protracting their sittings fur Mr. Adilingtoii became premier, 
several days, reported to the king that the 15. Mki.iiolunb Ministry dissoi.vkd. 
fire was caused by negligence, in burning — An extraordinary sensation ptoduced 
the exchequer tallies in a buiiding adjoin- this tnorniug, by the announcement that 
ing the hou.se of lords. A singular instance the king had dismisHt-d the miui^t^y. It 
of mniital delusion occurre<l during the appeared that lord Melbourne had waited 
investigation. A Mr. Cooper swore posi- upon his majesty at Brighton uii the 14th 
tively to his having heard of the lire with- to take his commands on the appointment 
in two or three hours after it broke out of a chancellor of the exchequer, in the 
(and when it was raging most fiercely) at room of lord Althorp, removed, by the 
Dudley, 120 miles troin London. But no death of his father, to the house of |)ecrs, 
other person confirmed the extraordinary when his lordship inentioniMl lord Jolin 
circumstance, though Mr. Cooper seemed Russell as the new leader of the house of 
t*! have no doubt whatever of the commons. The king saiti he considered 
fact. The cunflagratioii naturally caused he government dissolved by the removal 
great momentary excitement, and by it the »f lord Althorp ; did iu»t approve of the 
historical and personal ansociations con- ntended construction of the cahinet ; sahl 
nected with an ancient place of legislative hat lord Brougham could not continue to 
enactment^eloquence, and discussion, were S»e chancellor; expressed his dtssatinfac- 
destroyed. ion with the men appointed to frarne the 

21. The es I of Derby died at Knows- Irish church hill; ami concluded with in- 
ley Park, in hi.. 89d year. He was the forming lord Melbourne that he wouhl not 
founder of tin Derby Stakes, and had been .mpose upon him the tusk of completing 
lord lieutenant of Lancarihire for 60 years, his ministerial arrangiunents, but woukl 
23. A decree of Otho king of Greece send for the duke of Wellington. lu 
was ismed, by which Athens is declared evening, his lordship returned to town, 
the capital of the kingdom and the seal of bringing with him a letter tor the duke o 
goveriimeut. Wellington, waited upon the king 

Parliament further prorogued by the lord the I6th , 1 ; 

cliancellof in the library of the late house jesty to place sir Robert I eel at ^ 

of lorde. The room was temporarily fitted of the adroinistraliou. Sir Robert na 
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Knglaiid, in October, for Italy. A courier 
was despatched, who, on the 25th, ten days 
after leaving Briglitoii, reached Rome, 
where he found sir Robert. Next morn- 
ing the baronet started for England, ar- 
rived ill London on December 9 ; on the 
same day he had an audience of the king, 
when he accepted the situation of premier. 
In the interim, the chief offices of govern- 
ment had been provisionally filled by the 
duke of Wellington. Lord Lyndhurst ac- 
cepted the seals, but did not resign his 
office of chief baron of the exchequer till 
the administration was completed. The 
latter office lord Brougham offered to fill 
without salary, merely retaining his retir- 
ing pension as ex-chancellor. 

15. Lord Stanley elected lord-rector of 
the university of Glasgow. He had 298 
votes; his opponent, lord Durham, 1G3. 

17. A public dinner was given to Mr. 
(Jubbett in Dublin. .Sir George Cockbuni 
presided, and two or three Irish members 
of parliament were present. 

Mr. Green, the aeronaut, having rashly 
.ascended from North Shields without car, 
grappling-irons, or ballast, narrowly es- 
caped being drowned by his balKion rapid- 
ly falling into a deep part of the Tyne with 
such velocity that Mr. (iroen was forced to 
the b(/ttom (about nine feet and* a half), 
and stuck in the mud* He had presence of 
mind, however, to retain his hold of the 
cord to which he was slung, when he was 
extricated by the re-ascent of the balloon, 
and dragged along the water for about 
fifteen minutes, until he was picked up in 
a boat. 

27. An action was brought against the 
rev. Ilohert Taylor, the public lecturer, for 
breacli of ]}roini>*e of marriage, and a verdict 
given of 250/. damages. 

30. The duke of Gloucester died at 
Bagshot Park, aged 58. He was born at 
Rome; his lather was third son of Frede- 
rick l^ewiH prince of Wales. The duke 
married, in 18 IG, his first cousin the prin- 
cess Mary, sister to the king. 

A baronetcy has been conferred on Mr. 
Felix Boofh, the gentljinan by whose mu- 
nificent assistance captain Ross was 
gabled to undertake his expedition to the 
Polar seas. 

In the beginning of the month, 
public meetings were heidin We t minster, 
Lam belli, Finsbury, and Marylebone, to 
pass resolutions expressive of a detcrmina- 
tiim not to he deprived of the fruits of the 
rcmrm bill by a tory ministry. 

Ht Glasgow, in his 43rd year, 
the Rev. El) WARD Irvinu, a minister of 
the Scottish church, who ex|)erienced the 

fate of men resorting to factitious 
ftrtinces, in rising into a sudden but tran- 
sitory notoriety. His sermons, or, as he 


called them, “ orations,” aifected originality 
of ideas, and the style of Milton, Jeremy 
Taylor, and the old writers. These novtd- 
ties, combined with a remarkable personal 
appearance and gesticulation, thronged 
his chapel in London with persons of rank 
and fashion, who were admitted by tickets. 
His popularity became such, that his ad- 
mirers projected a handsome chapel for 
his accommodation, but, before it was com- 
pleted, the nine days^ wonder had ceased. 
A revival of the public interest was at- 
tempted, by means of prophesyings in an 
unknown tongue whicii impusture was 
detected, mixed up with disordered intel- 
lects, and some portion, perhaps, of mis- 
taken enthusiasm. 

10. Sir Hobkrt Peei/s Ministry. — 
Immediately sir Robert had accepted the 
office ol first minister, he proposed to lord 
Stanley and sir James Graliain to form 
part of the new administration, but both 
flecliued to pledge themselves to the extent 
they might be considered bound by ac- 
cepting office. In consequence, the minis- 
ter was left entirely to his tory connexions 
who had opposed the reform bill, or had 
adopted conservative principles. The fol- 
lowing is a list of the Peel ministry: — 

Sir R. Peel, Pirnt t^rd of the Treasury 
and Chnncel/or of the Excht^tfuer, 

Lord Lyndhurst, Lord Chancellor. 

Earl of Kosslyn, President of the Council. 
Lord WharnclifFe, l^rd Privy Seal. 

Henry Guulburn. Home Secretary. 

Duke of Wellington, Fortiyn Secretary. 
Earl of Aberdeen, Colonial Secretary. 

Loril de (trey. First Lord of the Admiral ty* 
.Sir H. Hiirdinge, Secretary for Ireland. 
Lord Ellenboruugh, President of the India 
Board. 

Alexander Baring, Master of the J/in/, and 
President of Hoard of Trade. 

Sir Eilward Knatchbull, Paymaster of ike 
Forces. 

John Charles Henries, Secretary of fVar. 
Sir George Murray, Master General of the 
Ordnance, 

The above formed the Cauinet 
Lord Maryborough, Postmaster-GeneraL 
Karl of Jersey, Lord Chamberlain. 

Karl of Wilton, Lord Steward. 

Duke of Dorset, Ma%ter of the Horse. 
Marquis of Winchester, Groom of the Stole. 
Viscount Lowthei*. Fire- IWsi dent of Board 
of T'ade and Treasurer of the Isavy. 

Lord G. Somerset, First Commissioner of 
Ijand Revenues. 

C. W. W. Wynn, Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Ixsncaster. 

Sir F. Pollock, Attorney-General. 

SirW. W. Follett, SoUcitor-GeneraL 
Irelanp: — 

Earl of Haddington, Lord Lieutenani 
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Sir Ediirard Sugden, Lard Chancnilor, 

Sir R. H. Vivian, Commander of the Forces, 
Edward Penueiather, Attorney-General. 
JuKeph Jackson, Solicitor-General. 

13. After six days’ polling, the parish* 
loners of Birmingfiain refused to assess 
themselves to a church-rate ; the number 
for the rate being only 17‘23, against 
them 6699. There had been no church- 
rates paid for three years, the incidental 
expenses of churches and chapels having 
been paid by voluntary subscription. 

16. M. Rouen, the editor of the Nationaly 
was tried by the chamber of peers for a 
libel on that asscmidy, in having declared 
it incompetent to tiy the men concerned in 
the riots at Lyons. After a powerful 
speech from his counsel. M. Carrel, he was 
convicted, and sentenced to be imprisoned 
for two years, and pay a 6ne of 10,000 
francs. The sentence was deemed severe, 
and public feeling was strongly excited in 
consequence against the peers. 

18. Sir Robert Peel, in an address to 
the electors of Tam worth, announced the 
principles on which the new luinintry in- 
tended to act. They may be summed up 
in these words: — the maint< nance of the 
reform bdl as a hnal aiul irrevocable 
settlement — the correction of proved abuses 
and real grievances — the presen' ation of 
peace — resistance to the secularization of 
church property in any part of the United 
Kingdom — the fulhlment of existing en- 
gagements with foreign powers — strict 
economy — and a just and impartial consi- 
deration of what is due to all interests, 
agricultural, manufacturing, and com- 
mercial. 

23. A tumultuous meeting took place at 
the City of London Tavern. The avowed 
object of the meetiug was to vote an ad- 
dress to the King expressive of approbation 
of his conduct, iu the dismissal of the late 
ministry ; but that oiiject was defeated by 
a utrong muster of reformers headed by 
Air. Grute, and, after a scene of extraor- 
dinary confusion, the meeting broke up 
without |>assiug any resolution. On the 
same evening the lord mayor gave at the 
Alansion House u dinner to sir K. Peel, 
and others of the new ministry, with a 
select party of friends. Sir Robert, on 
his health bring diank, gave a brief expo- 
sition of the principles on which the new 
ministry intended to act, and expressed a 
hope tliat it would be •^upporled. 

24. Hie Liverpool market was never 
better stored than it was on Christ mas- 
eve. One steamer from Ireland brought 
uo less than fifteen tong of plucked geese, 
which were told at from ISd. to 3#. each. 
It is estimiited that there were not less 
than eigiii thousand turkeys in the market. 

Died at Bath in his 69th year, the 


Rev. Thomas Robert Malthvs, the cele- 
brated author on population. He was 
born at the Rookery, hear Dorking, and 
was the younger son of a private gentle- 
man of independent fortune. His Essay 
on Population ” was first presented to the 
pmblic in 1798, chiefly intended as a refu- 
tation of the notions of Condorcet and 
Godwin on human perlectibility, to the 
realization of which Mr. Multhus 'held that 
the tendency of mankind to multiply be- 
yoiid the means of subsistence would al- 
ways present an insurmountable obstachi. 
Finding that his subject required a further 
and more careful investigation, he, in 1800, 
visited every country in Europe accessible 
to English travellers, observing attentively 
every fact likely to elucidate, confirm, or 
disprove his conclusions. The fruits of 
these researches he carefully digested and 
arranged, and, having embodied with 
them his first Essay, he published them in 
a quarto volume. In 1804 he was appoint- 
ed to the chair of History and Political 
Economy in the East India Company’^ 
college in Hertfordshire, a situation which 
he filled till his death. He was a man of 
great amiability of disposition, and the 
highest virtue, — his life being devoted tu 
inquiries into the causes and remedies uf 
human misery. Observing that the insuf- 
ficiency of food, arising out of an excess 
of consumers, was everywhere the primary 
source of crime and want ; the great difii- 
citlty to surmount in the progress to social 
virtue and enjoyment is the co-adequa- 
tion of population to subsistence ; and, as 
this must be mainly efl'ected by the poui 
themselves, they are the chief architects 
of their own happiness. Had this doc- 
trine been promulgated less with an air 
of discovery, and more as axioms which 
Wallace, Young, Franklin, and preceding 
writers, had unhesitatingly admitted, it 
would probably have encountered less 
hostility from the religious and natural 
feelings of mankind. It was welcomed, 
however, by the rich, who gladly seized the 
excuse as a solace for indolence ; and, 
hazily concluding that all the ameliorating 
Services which they could render the p*>or 
lieiiig merely as dust in the balance com- 
pared to those which the poor could render 
themselves, there was not any utility in, nor 
obligation imposed upon them, to interfere 
for the amemlment of their condition. 
far, the tendency of the new principles was 
pernicious ; they hardened the hearts and 
damjaid the active benevolence of the in- 
telligent affluent. Hut the evil must he 
tem|>orary; Jpr it is plain that the oniiga- 
tionsuf humanity areas imperative as ever, 
only they reciuive to be differently answere 
by fixing attention on the hitherto ««' 
glecied sources of national suffering. 
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30. First reformed parliament dissolved 
by proclamation. It had existed one year 
and eleven months. 

An address to the king in support ot* the ' 
ministry, from the merchants, bankers, 
ship-Jwners, traders, and others connected 
with the city of London, bearing 5730 
signatures, delivered to Sir R. Peel, by a 
deputation consisting of Messrs. Ward, 
Lyall, Lucas, Wilson, and Brown. The 
list of names and residences occupied 27 
columns of Tht Timet, and 240 guineas 
was charged for its insertion in that news- 
paper. 

In Dublin an association was formed, 
shortly after the dissolution of the late 
ministry, which has been termed the 
anti-tory association,’* and wliich in* 
eludes nearly forty members of parliament. 
The political meetings in England and 
Sc»*tland have been very numerous. 

This year has been remarkable for the 
high temperature of the weather. In the 
course of the summer the thermometer 
olteii ranged between 75 and 8.3 of F.ih- 
renheit, and on the 30th instant it stood 
at 53 in the shade at noon. It is aUu 
remarkable for the progressive rise which 
has taken place in most public securities, 
both British and foreign. 

Kki.iki' of Aouicultcue — It has lat- 
terly formed an especial object of the legis- 
l.ature to aflbrd relief to this l>ranch of imlus- 
try, by a diminution in poor-rates, tithes, 
church rates, and county-rates. Upon the 
last, both houses of parliament made iu- 
(pdries during the last session. In the 
report of the lords’ committee it is stated 
that, upon a comparison of the county ex- 
penditure taken at decennary periods from 
to lsS32, the increase has been both 
jirogreshive and considerable. The county- 
rates ill 17U2 in England and Wales 
amounted to 315,80.5/., and in 1832 to 
783,441/., being an increase of 148 per 
cent. The items that have increased most 
enormously are the expenses of constables 
and pruseciitionfL In a second report, a 
more uniform and efficient system of prison 
discipline, as well as a mure ctfective paro- 
chial constabulary, are lecommended. 

Hussia. — Little more than half a cen- 
biry has sufficed to extend the sway of 
Russia from the Gulf of Bothnia to tlie 
oauUs of the Rruth, and from the Araxes 
to the Vi^ula; whilst she has added, 
J^ithin that interval, an amount of popula- 
tion to her native resources which is nearly 
eipial to that of the United Kingilom. 
the following is an enumeration of her 
erribipiai acquisitions, and the number of 
;“”^oitant8 they contain 

17f I . . . • 500,000 

The Crimea (incorporated 

^783) 400,000 


001 

1785, Georgia (incorporatcvl 

1831) 400,000 

1793, Little Poland and the 

Ukraine . . . . 0,500,000 

1794, Western Russia, includ- 

ing Lithuania, Podu- 

lia, Ac 8,500,000 

1795, Courland . • . . . 400,000 

1803, The Lesghis and other 

Caucasian tribes • • 300,000 

1813, Schirwan • . • . • 140.000 

1809, Finland 1,400,000 

1815, Kingdom of Poland (in- 
corporated 1832) . . 4,000,000 

1827, Erivan and districts ad- 
jacent 150,000 

1829, Turkish Armenia, and 
other cessions by Tur- 
key 500.000 

23.350,000 

New Colony in Austiialia. — Govern- 
ment has resolved to form a new settle- 
ment on the southern coast of Australia, 
near Spencer’s Gulf, which contains a fine 
harbour named Port Lincoln. Five mil- 
lions of acres of rich land approximate on St. 
Vincent’s Gult, and abut on the Murray 
Kiver, which is navigable for large craft, 
for one thousand miles in an easterly di- 
rection. Kangaroo Island lies offi the 
entrance of these two gulfs, and abounds 
in salt, fish, seals, kangaroos, and pos- 
sesses a good soil. The whole- lies in 
latitude from 34® to 36° S., and in E. lon- 
gitude fiom 136° to 140°. An interesting 
teature in this establishment is, that all 
the land is to be sold, and the produce 
to be expended in the encouragement 
of agricultural families to emigrate. An- 
other feature consists in avoiding the error 
committed in the Swan River settlement, 
from the dispersion of the settlers, by keeji- 
iiig them locally concentrated for the benefit 
of inutiial intercourse aikd co-operation. 

Annual Obituary. — Rev, Daniel Ly- 
8on.s, author of the Environs of London, 
and, in conjunction with his brother, of 
Magna Britannia. William Melbsh. esq., 
who left property nearly amounting to 
three millions, acquired chiefly by con- 
tracts for provisioning the navy tluring the 
war; he had also an extensive business 
as shi|>-owner: his wealth devolve<l 
two daughters, one mjirried to lord Ed- 
ward Thyime, the otlier to the earl ol 
Gleugall. At Fernando, Richard Lander, 
30, the enterprising African traveller. Wil^ 
liam Thwaites, about 90, tea-<lealer ot 
Fenchurch-street. w!u> died worth upwards 
of 7()0,0l'0/. personal proivrty, ot which 
500,000/. and upwards was left to lus 
widow, the i*est in legacies to relatives, the 
cloth -workers* company, end to charitieH* 
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His real estate, owing to his will not being 
witnessed, went to his nephew, the heir- 
at-law. At Caeii. M. de Bouriennc, 64. 
a schoolielluw of Napoleon at Brieune, 
and author of a valuable history of that 
extraordinary inun. The July revolution, 
combined with the loss of his jproirerty, is 
supitosed to have deprived him of reasoi 
and he died in a lunatic asylum. At Ches- 
hunt, Herts, Mrs. Susan Cromwell, 90, 
greai-great-grar.ddaughter of the protec- 
tor, Oliver (Jromwell, and the last of that 
name. At Hampstead, suddenly. Julian 
Hibbert, 42, a gentleman of fortune, who 
hud lately attracted notice by the open 
avowal of atheism in a court of justice; 
he niaile a will, apparently in contempla- 
tion of approaching death, bequeathing 
his body to the interests of science, and 
his persini.il prujierty in legacies to those 
who had evinced zeal in what he cun- 
ct’ivcd to be the cause of truth and human 
freedom. At Serampore, in the Hast 
Indies, rev. William Carey, 73, the emi- 
nent Christian missionary, and distin- 
guished Oriental scholar. At his lodging 
in the Danish Hong at Canton, rev. Ro- 
bert Morrison, D.l)., 53, eminent Chinese 
scholar, who in 1811 printed in that lan- 
guage at Canton, from wooden blocks, 
the Acts of the .Apostles: on the arrival 
of lord Napier at Macau, Dr. Morrison had 
been appointed secretary to the cou>inissiun 
fur superintending British adairs in China. 
Within the rules of the KingVBench 
pri&OD, Mrs. Olivia Serres, 03, the self- 
styled princess Olive of C.'umherland, and 
very notorious impostor (see p. 794). In 
ThrogmurtoU'Street, AJeAaiider Chalmers, 
76, a native of Aberdeen, and well-known 
editor and compiler of many voluminous 
ublicatioiis. Mr. Chalmers commenced 
is literary career about the same time as 
the late .lames Perry, proprietor of the 
Morning Chronicle; the latter us a writer 
in the Cxeneihl Advertiser, and the former 
as editor of the i'ublic Ledger. Henry 
Bankes, esq., 77, long M.P. for his family 
borough of Corfe Castle, and an active 
suppoiier of Mr. Pitt and his successors 
ill the same line of policy. .At Kdmoiiton, 
Charles Lamb, 60 : this very amiable man 
and iiopular Kssayist was a native of Lin- 
colnshire ; educated at Christ’s Hospital, 
and from 17><9tiU]8’25a clerk in the Xtidia 
House, when he retired with a handsome 
annuity for life. A list of his literary 
works is given among the ** Men of Let- 
ters,** of this reign ; but, as he himself 
used pleasantly to retnark, his chief wmks 
remain in MJil- deposited in the archives 
of the East India Company. Kudnlph 
Ackeni^an, 70, eminent printseller, who 
first flitroduc^d the art of lithography, and 
Uia ^ AnoiialH’' into this euuiitry. At uii 


advanced age, James Biddles, long known 
as tlie rich money-lending shoercontrac* 
tor of Hishopsgate-street, and who, by 
penurious habits, accumiiluted property 
to the amount of 200,000/. and upwards. 
At Putney, William Jones, 84, marshal of 
the King’s Bench prison. John Fuller, 
77, formerly M.P. for Sussex, and a liberal 
patron of the British Institution. Thomas 
Stothard, R.A., 78, librarian to the Royal 
Academy, and distinguished artist. At 
Carlow, Rev. James Doyle, eminent catho- 
lic prelate and polemical divine. Dr. 
Doyle was the first to propagate in this 
country the Hohenloe miracles, in the 
reality of which he appears to have believed. 
Sir Gilbert Blane, M.D., 85, physician 
to the king, and author of several medical 
tracts. Edward Pidgeou, 54, a gentleman 
of literary acquirements, and one of tlie 
translators of Cuviers Natural History, 
Thomas C. W. Mahew, 28, a miscella- 
neous writer, who having become embar- 
rassed in pecuniary matters, put an end 
to his existence by prussic acid. At Dub- 
lin, A. Hamilton Rowan, 83, formerly 
convicted of treason. Hi>wland Detrosier, 
a public lecturer of promising talents. At 
Florence, Gwy Ilyin Lloyd Wardle, 72, for- 
merly M.P. for Oakhaiiipton, an<l who 
obtained great ephemeral popularity by 
bringing forward Iris churgis against the 
duke of York. At Brighton, Prince Ilouie, 
80, secretary to tire Royal Academy, 

A. 11 . 1835. Jan, Si I’ATK OF PARTJK.S 
— The ditiiculties which had beset the 
late Whig ministry were of two kill^]^. 
There was the pressure without and resist- 
ance within the government. If *he 
measures they biought lorward were lu.t 
of a p.jpular character, they were cuinpro- 
mised with the people, on whose support 
they mainly dejrended ; while, on the other 
hand, if too radical, there was no chance 
of torcing ihein through the strait gate of 
the upper house of parliament. During 
the paNt year the king manifested s} in [>- 
toms of reviving conservatism, and is >np- 
posed to have intenrled to break up the 
ministry on the resignatuni earl Grey 
[Speeches ttf Lut'd Bn^uffhaWf iv., 90, 24b, ; 
but the prompt declaration ot lu*'* 
Brmigham and others, that they had no 
intemiun of following that statesmans 
example by resigning, induced him, 
trary to his wish, to continue them bm.^vr 
in otiice. Tlie warm jnotestant 
either delivered by or ascribed to his ma- 
jesty, to the Irish prelates, was Irumpe e< 
through the country, and dwelt upon as * 
proof of the king’s dislike to the niin 
terial plan of church inquiry and ‘ 

This appears to have been the mam w 
oi the dismissal of the ministry > 
vmovttl from the comiuons of luid Aitn \ 
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and the oratorical tour of the lord chan> 
cellor ill the North, only secondary pre- 
texts. Moreover, the loss of popularity 
by the Melbourne cabinet, and the im- 
pression which had gained ground that it 
was weak and incompetent, offered a fa- 
vourable opportunity for their dismissal. 
It wus looked upon us onl^ the residuum 
of the original Grey ministry : and the 
losses it had sustained, by the withdrawal 
of the earl of Durham, tlie Stanley section, 
and the noble premier himself, had not 
been supplied by the strength and quality 
of the new infusions. Lord Durham was 
looked upon as a man of energy, and po- 
pular principles, who had felt compelled 
so often to dissent from the feebleness of 
his colleagues that he acquired among 
them the name of the * dissenting minister.* 
In Mr. Stanley and Sir James Graham 
the udiiiinistration sustained a loss of 
hruinessof principle, parhaineiitary talent, 
and ofBcial ability ; but the dogma they 
had taken up on the nuu-seculariza- 
tioii of church property formed a serious 
uhsiacle to the \irogress of tlie ecclesiasti- 
cal refotnis to which puldic opinion was 
imperatively directed. The retirement of 
earl (irey, as before mentioned, was mainly 
oil private grounds, accelerated perhaps 
by the death of lord Spencer, and the per- 
plexities that grew out of the renewal of 
the Irish coercion hill. By these defec- 
tions the main supports of the ministry 
were gone ; what remained was held forth 
as lut rely * lath and plaster,’ whoso sudden 
rcMiioval by the king excited the surprise, 
but nut in an intense degree the regret, of 
llie nation. After the close of the parlia- 
ni' iitary session it had been as>ailed by Mr. 
O’Connell, with his wonted tact and jKiwer 
of vituperation, in a series of letters ad- 
dressed to lord Duncannun. The press 
attacked it fur dilatoriness in its reform 
movements, and the incapacity of its 
members ; dwelling with particular force 
on the inconsistencies of lord Brougham 
in the autumn, in the alternate champion- 
ship of radicalism ^nd conservatism, and, 
especially, his lordship's alleged declara- 
tion at Inverness, that * if little had been 
tlone ill the last session less would be done iu 
the next.* The shopkeepers \»ere dissatis- 
Hed with the continuance of the window- 
duties; the agriculturists with the malt- 
iluly ; the political economists with the 
corn-laws ; the friends of popular iutelli* 
geuce. with the retention lift the newspa(ier* 
stamp ; and the speculative radicals with 
a letractory peerage, and the resistance that 
It had otf'ered to further organic changes. 
Amidst these discontents the debris of the 
great reform ministry of 1830 disappeared. 
No sooner, however, was the arena cleared, 
^ttd the new performers announced, than 
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an instantaneous revulsion ensued in the 
general sentiment. With the advent of 
toryism was associated recollections of 
former misrule. Between men who had 
given substantial proofs of their zeal in the 
cause of reform, and those by whom its 
vital changes had been pertinaciously re- 
sisted, there seemed no ground lor a 
moment’s hesitation. So well convinced 
was Sir Robert Peel of the predominant 
state of the national feeling, and of the 
ntter impractibility of a reactive movement, 
sufficient to sustain him in power, that he 
never once attempted to base his adminis- 
tration on the legitimate and often-avowed 
maxims of his party. The constitution 
had been fundamentally changed, and it 
was no longer possible for any minister to 
carry on the government in opposition to 
the settled and declared sense of the na- 
tion. Conforming himself to this altered 
and irrevocable settlement, his first act was 
to solicit the co-operation of men who had 
themselves been the able and eloquent 
supporters of representative reform. Fail- 
ing in his overture to Mr. Stanley and his 
friends, he took the earliest opportunity 
to make a public declaration of the prin- 
ciples according to which he proposed to 
administer state affairs. They were 
strictly those of a whig reformer. He 
appealed to his past life, to his currency 
bill, the jury act, and his acts for the 
amendment and consolidation ol the cri- 
minal law, as proofs that he was nut 
op|>osed to the redress of real grievances, 
and the removal uf all recognised abuses. 
He was not unfriendly to extending some 
relief to the dissenters, nor to judicial, 
inuiiici]>al, economical, and ecclesiastical 
relorin ; hut on the last he c,irefiiily guarded 
himself against saiictioiiing the secular 
appropriation of church propi^rty. W’ith 
all these concessions to popular opinion, 
which were explicitly and manfully made, 
it was impossible not to disifern an essen- 
tial difl'eietice between the claims to public 
confidence of the new and iheold ministry. 
The joy felt at the repentance of one pro- 
digal son was naturally great ami heanfelt, 
but in the estimatiou of right-minded 
men a preference was tlue, a deeper debt 
of gratitude owing, to those who had 
actually practised, than to those who only 
promised to be righteous. Among the 
colleagues of Sir R. Feel were recognised 
the old opponents of popular rights, whose 
biographies were associated with opi»res- 
sion, whose hands were yet unclean. Few 
or none could bring characters untainted 
by intolerance or jobbing to the new mas- 
ter sinto whose service ihey wore eager to 
enter. It was impossible that those who 
had opposed the Reform Act coutd^ if they 
bad been sincere, faithfully watch ovar 
3^2 
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and mature its natural fruits. These dif- 
ferences determined the current uf iiationui 
cpiniun in the ur^nt crisis that marked th« 
cuiniiienceinent of the present year. A com- 
mon danger threatened the reformers^ and 
minor disagreements were forgotten or laid 
aside. In Ireland the agitation of repeal 
WHS suspended ; in England the ballot, 
extension of sntfruge. the triennial act, 
and a reform of the house of lords. Scot- 
land remained grateful to the men who 
had first given her political existence. 
Whigs and radicals every where coalesced, 
and the electors of the United Kingdom 
became ronsulidated into the two great 
parties, of those frien<ily, and those opposed, 
to the Peel ministry. The new parlia- 
ment exhibited a similar political division, 
save the Stanley section, which professed 
to be neutral; neither would Sir F. Bur- 
dett, nor Mr. Uohhett, identity himself 
with the opposition. 

Jan, 5. Mr. D- W. Harvey and Mr. 
Humphreys returned withotit opjxisition 
for Southwark ; and were the first members 
returned to the new parliament. 

9. The arrival of president Jackson's 
message in France produces great excite- 
ment t>y its threatening import. The 
cause of dispute has been noticed, i A/ar.t*/, 
1834.) and arose out of certain claims of 
indemnification by Ameiica on France, 
for property destroyed dining Buonaparte’s 
wars, and which had been repeatedly ad- 
mitted by succei^sive French administra- 
tions, and promised to he lic^uidated, not 
having been paid. After some ncgo- 
ciatioii, during which the French am* 
bussudor ^as about to be recalled from 
Wash I II gto 11 . and the American minister 
at Paris had demuiMed his passports, the 
French govenimeiu concluded that it was 
better to be ju>t than valiant, and agreed 
that the money should he forthcoming. 

26. At the sitting of the Trihumi/ cle 
Premier hixiancf at Paris, a process was 
instituted by the duke of t'aiiibridge, 
against Charles, ex-duke of Brunswick, 
ft<r the purpose of having all the property 
of the latter placed in his hands, according 
m arrangements which were n-presented to 
have been made between William JV\, 
the feigning duke of Brunswick, the duke 
of Caiiibritlge. and other inemben of the 
family ; and I y which the duke of Bruns- 
wick w.iM placv»: under the guanlianshtp of 
the duke of ( 'umbrUlge, who now sought bi) 
obtain possession of the duke's property in 
France. Duke Charles appear*"! in persdn 
to plead his cause. The Trilmnal decided 
yiat it had no power to interfere as j»rayed 
tor, and condemned the duke of Cambridge 
to fiay the coats of the suit. 

Gkwekai. KuecTioN.— By the dissolu- 
tion, tike Peel ministry obtained a greeter 


accession of strength than was expected, 
but it was not sufficiently reinforced to 
enable it to carry ou the government. In 
the counties and boroughs the whigs and 
radicals lust about a hundred seats. These 
victories, however, still left the conser- 
vatives a minority, in the proportion of 302 
to 356. There were 184 new members 
returned. The contests were unusually 
numerous and severe, but, owing to the 
great improvements effected by the Reform 
Acts, there was little rioting, and none of a 
serious description. A remarkable feature 
of the elections was the closeness of tbti 
poll. In several cases the successful 
candidate hud only a majority of about 
half a dozen, and m one or two instances 
a single vote turned the scale. The Liver- 
pool election was keenly contested. The 
last hour was critical. In every direction 
were seen vans, gigs, and flies in rapid 
motion, and the price of a vote rose from 
1.*)/. to 25/. All the metropolitan boroughs 
were spiritedly struggled for, but not a 
single ministeriulist could obtain a se.it ; 
and even const'rvativc whigs were rejected, 
as in Marylebone and Finsbury, to make 
way for radicals. The sixteen city and 
suburban members were in general men 
of the ballot, of an extended suffrage, of 
short parliaments, voluntary churches, and 
an elective house of lords, or no lords at 
.11. On the other hand, the tovins of 
Bristol, Exeter, Newcastle, Hull, Warring- 
on, Halifax, York, and Leeds, dismissed 
>ach of them a whig, to return a tor) . So 
far as Fhigland was concerned, ministers 
had a majority, chiefly through the county 
representatives. In Scotland the balance 
of parties remained nearly the same. 
Whigs were ousted from five counties; 
hey succeeded in three where they had 
fornieily failed, and m one uf these, Sir 
George Murray, the new master general 
if the ordnance, was rejected. Nothing 
oiild be mure conseivative than the elec* 
:ive peerage of Scotland. In the late 
larliament it contained only one noble- 
nan, lord Klphinstoiie, of whiggish pro- 
penMities ; he was left out, and lord Hcay 
iubstituted. It wus Ireland that mainly 
gave the op|»osition their preponderance, 
nut even here the retinue of Mr. O C’onncH 
vas rather diminished. His energy and 
ast influence, however, made him geiie- 
.ally successful. Radicalism, with the 
addition of re)H»al, formed the creed of hts 
candidates. On the Ihibliii husiings he 
said, *• Sink or swim, live or die, 1 uin for 
epeal.” Exclusive trailing, 
jhreats of intimidation were employ*”* 

* Every one,*’ 4leclared the agitator, 
rotes for the orange knight of Kerry, sb» 
have a death’s head and cross hones paint- 
:d on hit doot.” The knight of Kwry »»» 
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thrown out Mr. O'Connell was returned i 
for Dublin^ by & majority of only '217, and 
his colleague, Mr. Ruthven, had still ft^wer, 
and the returns of the successful candidates 
were disputed. 

Feb, 3. In the Gazette appears the 
names of the royal commissioners ap- 
pointed to consider the several dioceses in 
Kn gland and Wales, with reference to 
their revenues and duties; the prevention 
of attaching by commendum benetiees 
with cure of souls to bishoprics ; also for 
considering the state of the cathedral and 
collegiate churches, with a view to the 
suggestion of remedies conducive to the 
etticiencyof the church, and the prevention 
of non-residence. 

7. Joseph Ady, a well-known cpiaker. 
who endeavoured to earn a subsistence by 
writing letters to individuals informing 
them that, on receiving a fee, he would 
inform them of something to their advan- 
tage, was tried in the iJentral Criminal 
Court, for obtaining money on false pre- 
tences. He was found guilty, and sen- 
tenced to seven years* transportation. 

9. Mr. O’Gorman Mahon, lute M-P. 
for Clare, indictetl Mr. Wigley, an attor- 
ney, for perjury, in the court of king's 
bench. Mr. Wigley was acquitted, and on 
the parties leaving the court a quarrel en- 
sued, when Mr. Mahon struck Wigley a 
severe blow oil the face. He was brought 
hack in custody, and was coiiimitteil for 
thieu days for contempt of court. On giv- 
ing hail to meet the charge of assault, he 
was released. 

9. ISBW Paui.iamknt opened by com- 
mission. It met in temporary chamhera 
that had been erected for the accommoda- 
tion of tile legislature on the site of those 
that had been destroyed by the fire of last 
year. The commons occupied the site of 
what was the house of lords — the lords 
that of the painted chain her. A sharp 
’Struggle fur the speakership was antici- 
pated. as it was known both parties 
iuteiuled to propo-e a candidate, and the 
issue was looked forward to as a trial of 
stieugth. Accordingly) on the first day of 
the session there was a larger assemblage 
ol members than had ever befoie been 
collected. The re-election of Sir C. M. 
Sutton was proposed by lord F. Kgertoii, 
the motion was seconded by Sir C. 
l^irrell; after which, Mr. W. J. Denisoa 
j|ruposed Mr. .\bercn»mby, and Mr. W. 
Grd seconded the motion. A debate of 
•ome length followed, in which the prin- 
speakers, besides Sir C. M. Sutton 
mid Mr. Abercromby, were, for the motion 
ot Lord P. Egerion, Lord Stanley and Sir 
itobert Peel ; and for that of Mr. Denison, 
John Ruasell. About six o’clock the 

^usc divided, when the numbers were 306 


for Sutton, and .316 for Abercromby; a result 
hailed with loud cheering by the majority. 

1 1. Death of earl Darnley at his seat, 
Cobham Hall, from the effects of an acci- 
dent. He had been giving directions to 
some workmen, and took up a woodman’s 
hooked bill to lop off* a branch, but unfor- 
tunately separated two of his toes. His 
lunlship was in his 40th year. 

15. Died at Alresford, Hampshire, 
Henry Hunt, late M.P. for Preston, a 
gentleman who, since his first appearance 
at the Spa-fields meeting in ltil6, had 
taken a leading jiart in the proceedings of 
the radical workpeople. He was born at 
Widdingtuii Farm, on Salisbury plain, aud 
for many years regularly attended Devizes 
market. After his father’s death he was 
elected chairman of the table in the large 
dining-room of the farmers at the B. ar inn ; 
the daughter of the landlord of which inn, 
MibS Haicomb, he married. After a connu- 
bial union of many years, he separated from 
this lady, owing to an unfortunate, and, ac- 
cording to his own account of the matter in 
his ‘-Meinoirs,” written by himself in llches- 
ter Gaol, an incontroliable attachment he 
had conceived at Brighton for the wife of 
colonel Vince, with whom he afterwards 
lived. As private character is essential to 
public confidence, this derelictioa in moral 
conduct operated greatly to his disadvan- 
tage in his subsequent aims at political 
notoriety. Though fond of pleasure, no 
man attended more str ctly to his fanning 
businesH, and no farms in the kingdom 
were managed better, or in higher con- 
dition, than his. He bad the best flock of 
Southdown sheep in the county, the wool 
of which sold for the highest prices. In 
1801, when the apiiruheiision of an invasion 
was so great that circulars were addressed 
to the churchwardens, requiring frtim 
every parish a return of live and dead 
stuck; in Mr. Hunt’s schedule was an 
enumeratio.i of possessions hardly inferior 
to those of Job prior to his des««iation, — 
namely. of wheat, 1600 sacks ; barley, 1500 
quarters ; oats, 4500 quarters ; bay, ‘J30 
tons ; cart-hoises, 30, value from 30 to 70 
guineas each ; working oxen, 10; cows, 
JO; slicep 1200: all which he oflkr- 
ed to place at the disiKisal of government, 
in the event of an invasion. \ violent al- 
tercation with lonl Bruce, commander of 
tlw Marlborough troop of yeomanry, of 
which Mr. Hunt was a memlsfr, involved 
hiift in a criminal prosecution, that termi- 
nated in sentence of imprisonment for six 
weeks for a breach of the pe ice. An 
impression of lordly* wrong, or the fact ot 
meeting with VVuddington and some other 
radicals in prison, .seems to have det^ 
mined his subsequent political course, the 
chief incidents in which have been noticed 
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among the ilomcNtic occurrences of the 
lime. A setit in parliament was long an 
object of Mr. Hunt’s ambition; he con- 
tested the representation of Bristol in 1812 ; 
stood once tor Westminster, and twice for 
the county of Somerset, but was unable to 
succeed till the excitement of the Reform 
Bill iu ]830 enabled him to defeat Mr. 
Stanley for Preston. He was re-elected in 
1831. but iu the following year the Derby 
interest resumed its sway in that borough. 
Mr. Hunt bad left Loudon on a journey of 
business to the West of England, where 
he had considerable connexion, for the sale 
of shoe-biacking and aunatto, or cheese 
colouringt and was in the act of stejiping 
from his jihaeton, when he was seized with 
a violent lit of paralysis tliat proved fatal. 
He was a man of considerable natural 
shrewdness and readiness at renly, without 
literary cultivation ; perverse in disposition, 
greedy and vain of vulgar applause ; and 
was little scrupulous about the weapons he 
used to combat his adversaries. Uts fa- 
vourite element was the conflicts of papular 
assemblages, and he was such a determined 
bidder for inoli favour, reckless whether 
the price could be paid or not, that he 
always set comjHftition at defiance. Thus, 
when one of his opponents had pioposed 
to extend the elective siifirage to every 
male person 21 years old, Hunt boldly of- 
fered to extend it w every male 18 years of 
age. Against such a rival there was no 
standing, it being impossil hr by any plunge 
ever io reach the nethermost abyss liy 
which he kept alive his loved vucaiioii of 
popular excitement and leadership. In 
perMin he was a fine man, and in this respect 
it was a common boast of Mr. ('ohbett, 
in liis Htfkly Reguiery that the Loinion 
newspaper press could not produve two 
individuals to match them. 

24. The king opened the bu^iness of 
the first session of the Seconi> RKFoKMiiii 
Fahliambnt. After adverting to the state 
of foreign relations, which did not oiler any 
points of interest, his majesty informed the 
commons that the estimates were framed 
with the strictest regard to economy ; ad- 
mitted the state of commerce and trade to 
be satisfactory, but suggested the relief of 
agriculture by the transfer of some of its 
burdens to | (operty of another description. 
Attention wan called U^ a final and etpii- 
lable settlement of the tithe question in 
Ireland. Measures wyuld be prooosed for 
the coiiinmiation of tithe in Fngland, for 
the improrement of judicial administration, 
of chuich discipline, and the relief of dis* 
sentvr^ m the marriage ceremony. Atteii- 
tiott was difecteil to the church of Scotland, 
and 10 thw int uus by which the opportu- 
ttiliM for roligtotis instruction might be 
incf eased to the iHioror classes ; and the 


' speech concluded with assurances of re« 
liance ou the caution which would be 
exercised in altering laws that affected 
complicated interests, and were interwoven 
with ancient usages. In the lords, an 
amendment to the ministerial address was 
moved by viscount Melbourne, expressive 
of a hope that the king’s councils would 
be directed in a spirit of well-considered 
and eliective reform, and lamenting the 
late dissolution of Parliament. After an 
acrimonious debate, it was negatived 
without a divisiuu. In the coininoUii a 
similiar amendment was proposed by lord 
Morpeth, which, after a debate of three 
nights, was carried by 300 to 302, leaving 
the ministers in a minority. 

28. Died) in his 78th year, earl Nelson, 
brother of the celebrated admiral. The 
heir to the titles, a nephew of the naval 
hero, after enjoying the nonour for a lew 
months, died, 3lAt Oct. lie is succeeded 
by Ills son, a hoy ten years of age. 

J/orcA 2, Died, in the 67th year of liis 
age, and the 4 id of his reign, the Kinperor 
FitANcis. He was the lust elective eiM|ie- 
ror of Germany, having resigneil the title 
on the funnation of Nupideon’s confedc’ 
ration of the Jihine, and he was tbe first 
emperor of Austria. He had witnessed 
wonderful changes of fortune. Jlis c.ipifal 
twice entere<l by the victorious Frenrii, 
and his most valuable provinces seveied 
from his sway, he was compelled to pur- 
chase the retention of a dimtiiutive suvr- 


reignty by yielding up his daughter to ilie 
eni braces of a military adventurer. -Ail 
these wounds were healeil, and he liu'il to 
see his conqueror perish an exile on a 
ruck. By a surprising courhe of eveiit>, 
in the production of the principal of whivli 
Nature more than man was instrumentiiK 
his lust dominions were restored to lonn 
and he left bis empire as powerful as liv 
had found it. Buonaparte coiisulereti tlic 
Austrian monaiciiy almost indestructil’’*'. 
After many beatings he said of it, “ LVtU* 
vieille maisund’Aut riche lie iiieurt jamais I ’ 
It was English sulisidies, which brougnt to 
Its aid the serf-population of Huogt‘0' 
and Bohemia, that presem**! its vitality. 
Francis was a simple, upright man, with 
out sliining abilities. Bred to despotisnn 
he hail no idea of anything bettii’ ant 
thought it the liest regimen both lor hint- 
self and subjects. His death , 

change in Austrian politics: prince Net- 
ternich had long had the direction 
vernment, whose system was adopted by n 
too and successor the emperor Feiuimiib • 
3. Sir Ckarles Manners Sutton, Jai® 
speaker of the house of 
viscount Canterbury. H« 
chair during eighteen years. His 
nwiid of temper, dignity of manner, h 
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powerful voice^ admirably fitted him for 
the office. Though a conservative, he had 
been chosen with the approval of ministers 
to preside over the first reform parliament* 

At a meeting of the shareholders of the 
Thames tunnel, held at the City of London 
tavern, it was announced that government 
had placed in the hands of the directors a 
sum which the engineer thought would be 
sufficient to complete the work. This 
sum was 247,000/ in e.\chequer bills, ad- 
vanced on the security of the property. 

10. Marquis of Chandos, in the com* 
mons, moved a resolution fur the repeal 
of the malt-tax. It was strenuously op- 
posed by Sir R. Peel, who was supported 
by most of the opposition, with the excep- 
tion of Mr. Hume. When the house 
divided, the numbers for the resolution 
were 192 against 3.50. Several members 
voted for its continuance in violation or eva- 
sion of pledges given to their constituents. 

12. The attorney-general brought in 
bills for the reform of the ecclesiastical 
courts, and for the maintenance of church 
discipline. Mr. Hume sai<l ministers had 
crept into the nest of their predecessors, 
und were hatching their eggs. 

14. The MoniUur announced the recon- 
struction of the French ministry, after ate- 
(liiius interregnum. The only change was in 
the prime minister, the duke de Broglio 
replacing marshal Mortier, and MM. 
Thiers, Ouizot, and the rest, resuming 
their offices. The difficulties in forming 
an efficient ministry were ascribed to the 
unwillingness of independent men to be- 
come members of a cabinet entirely go- 
verned by the will of ttie king him.seif. 
Within about eight months three premiers 
hud roignedj three different cabinets bad 
been dissolved, and the series of changes 
had terminated hy restoring to their offices 
the men with whom the cycle of resig- 
nations had begun. 

17. Sir R. Peel explained in the com- 
mons the nature of his measure for afford- 
ing relief to dissenters, relative to the 
marriage ceremony. It met with general 
approval in the house and from the sectaries. 

19. Mr. O’Brien moved that aproyision 
be made, by an assessment O'! property, 
for the relief of the aged, infirm, and 
helpless poor in Ireland. It was opposed 
by Mr. O’Connell, and also byMr.Sheil. 
The necessity of some provision was gene- 
rally admitted. Motion withdrawn. 

20. Sir H. Hardttigc brought forward 
fhe ministerial plan for the settlement of 
the Iriik tithe ^etiion. By this scheme it 
van pro{x)sed that tithe in future should 
be recoverable only from the chief land- 
lord; that the owner sliould be entitled 
to d^and only 75 per cent, on the amount 
to which he hat at present a right ; that 


ilk* tithe should be redeemable by the land- 
lord at twenty years’ purchase, calculated 
upon the diminished rate ; that the pro- 
ceeds thus arising should be invested in 
land or otherwise, for the benefit of the 
tithe-owners; that the tithe arrears of 
1834 should be paid out of the residue of 
the million advanced out of the consolidated 
fund for the relief of the clergy, and re- 
payments on the advances already made 
under the million act should be remitted. 
Lord John Russell contended that the 
present bill was, in principle, identical 
with that brought in last session hy the 
late ministers, and which had been thrown 
out by the present government and their 
friends. Mr. O’Connell, on the contrary, 
endeavoured to show that the two measures 
were dissimilar. The main distinctions 
between the two appeared to be, that the 
bill of last session made the landlords a 
present of two-fifths of the whole tithes, 
or 40/. in every 100/. — secured the clergy- 
man 77^ per cent, of his present legal 
income — and devolved an annual charge, 
equal to 17^ per cent, of the whole tithes, 
upon the consolidated fund; whereas it 
was now proposed to give the landlords 
only one-fourth of the whole tithes — to 
secure to the clergyman only 75 per cent, 
of his present legal income — and to devolve 
no charge upon the consolidated fund what- 
ever. The present measure much more 
nearly resembled the shape in which the 
bill of the late ministers was originally 
brought in than that into which it was 
eventually transformed, on the application 
of the Irish landlords, and in which it 
was thrown mit by the lords. Ministerial 
resolution passed by 213 to 198. 

23. Lord lirougham presented a petL 
lion, nniuerously signed by inhabitants of 
the city of Ia>ndoii. in favour of the abo 
lition of ibe stamp-duty on newspa^iers ; 
and in doing so, took occasion to address 
their lordships at considerable length, in 
support of the views of the ^petitioners. No 
observations upon the subject, however, 
were made by any of the ministers. 

24. Sir R. Peel brought forward his 
plan for effecting a commutation of tithes 
in England, by vofuntary agreement be- 
tween the owner and payer of tithes ; the 
payment in money in lieu of tithe to be 
subject to variation at stated periods, accord- 
ing to the prices of corn. A resolution 
embodying the leading pnnciple of the 
plan was agreed to. 

Duke of Richmond’s motion for a select 
committee to consider the subject ot prison 
discipline in England, agreed 

28. Court of common council of London 
passed a resolution, declaring that aldermen 
ought to lie elected for seven years only 
instead of for life as at present. 
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A dinner given to lord John Russell at 
the Freemasons’ Tavern, London. Nearly 
300 members of parliament wore present. 
Lord Morpeth , chairman ; Mr. Fox Maule^ 
lord Ebrington, the earl of Kerry, Mr. 6rote« 
and lord Dalineny, among the speakers. 

Prince Augustus of Portugal, after 
being for little mure than a mouth the 
husband of the young queen Donna Maria^ 
died of a sore throat. He was only 24 years 
old, and was the son of Eugene Beauhar- 
nois, formerly viceroy of Italy, and step-son 
of Napoleon by the empress Josephine. 

30. Lord John Russell, after the house 
had been called over, bropght forward his 
resolution on the Ihisii Chough, That 
the house should resolve itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole house, to consider of 
the temporalities of the Church of Ireland.** 
The motion was met by sir Edward 
Kiiatchbull with a direct negative ; and a 
debate eniued, which was continued by 
adjournments over the three following 
nights. The speakers in favotir of the 
resolution were, Mr. Ward, lord Howtck, 
Mr. Shiel, Mr. Charles Wood, Mr, Poulter, 
Mr. Feurgus O’Connor, sir John Ilobhousc, 
Mr. Sergeant Talfourd, Dr. Lushington, 
Mr. Littleton, Mr. Spring Rice, sir John 
Campbell, Mr. Sergeant Wilde, Mr. Fowell 
Buxton, lord Clements, and Mr. O'Cennell. 
Those ou the other side were, sir James 
Graham* Dr. Lefroy, colonel Darner, sir 
Robert Inglis, Mr. W. K. Gladstone, sir 
William Follett, Mr. Praed, Mr. Bielby 
Thompson, sir Henry Hardinge, lord Stan- 
ley, Mr. Richards, Mr. Goulbourn, Mr. 
Horace Twiss, Mr. Borthwick, and sir 
Robert Peel. At length, alter lord John 
Russell had shortly replied, tiie hou>e 
divided at nearly three o’clock on the morn- 
ing of April 4, when the numbers were 
found to be, for the motion, 322 ; against 
it, 28U. 

Lord Elliot and Colonel Gurwood were 
this month sent on a mission to Spain, by 
the duke of W elliugtoii, to endeavour to 
put a stop to the cruelties practised by the 
belligerimts, and render the war between i 
the Carlists and constitutionalists less i 
bloody and revengeful. Examples of the 
reciprocal massacre of prisoners when the 
fight was over had occurred last year, and 
in this had occurred instances of tike atro- 
cities, both >n the part of Mina and 
Zumalacarreguy. The Christinus hesi- 
tated at first to enter into any terms with ^ 
the Carlists, whom th« y deemed rebels, 
but at length it was mutually Hi'reed upon, 
between General VaUlez and Don Carlos, 
that the prisoners taken ou either side 
were to be treated as prisoners taken in 
ordinary war. , Ttie stipulations were only 
observed a few mouths, when the former 
barbarities were again practised. 


Apr. 4. Lord John Russell, in a com* 
mittee on the Irish Church bill, moved, — 
** That it IS the opinion of this committee, 
that any surplus which may remain after 
fully providing for the spiritual wants of 
the members of the established church of 
Ireland ought to be applied to the general 
education of all classes of Christians.” De- 
bate adjourned 

6. Debate resumed, and the resolution 
carried by 262 against 237. 

7. Report of the committee being 
brought up, lord John Russell moved,— 

That it is the opinion of this house that 
no measure upon the subject of tithes in 
Ireland can lead to a satisfactory and 
final adjustment which does not embody 
the principle contained in the foregoing 
resolution.” Another long debate follow- 
ed, which terminated at one o’clock in the 
morning, when there appeared, ayes 2S5, 
noes 258 ; majority against ministers, 27. 

8. Dissolution ov tuk Pkkl Minis- 
try. — To"day the duke of Wellington in 
he upper house, and sir Robert Peel in 
he lower, announced their resignations in 

consequence of the resolution passed the 
preceding night. Sir Robert took his 
leave in a well-conceiveil speech, that eli- 
cited the praise of lord John Russell, and 
the consentaneous cheers of all parties. 
Though thwarted by the commons, he 
parted with them on good terms, and 
[leclared that, us the whole of his political 
ife had been s])ent among them, the re- 
mainder of it should be spent there, and 
hat he should always wish to stand well 
with the house, whether in a majority or 
miuorityi (Ann, Reg, Uxvii. 23 1.) His 
premiership had been brief, but character- 
ised by ability, directness, and liberality. 
It showed that toryisni might exist in 
name, but that in practice it had disappear- 
ed. Abuses had ceased to be defended: 
economy was cultivated ; inquiry into and 
nformation on all branches of the public 
ervice were readily conceded. All the 
ministerial plans had been framed to meet 
the public wants, and conciliate the public 
suffrages. They were mostly judicious, 
and satisfactory to the nation. The inar- 
iage bill satisfied the scru|des of the 
sectaries; the Irish tithe bill was copied 
from that of their predecessors with anien<l“ 
ments ; and the chief defect of the bill lor 
:he commutation of English tithes was in 
its being voluntary in lieu of compidsory. 

It was not in respect of the new prac- 
ices of the tories, but their old 
many believed innate propensities, tna 
.be commons turned round upon them. 
Their conveiwion waz deemed suspicious, 
and suspected to be a hollow co^ornu y 
to perpetuate ofiicial existence. . 

was detennined tQ try them, by bringi g 
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into the battle' field Mr. Ward's appropri- 
ation clause (seeilfay 27^ 1834) ; it was not 
necessary to the progress of the Irish tithe 
bill, merely as a test to ascer- 

tain their progress in sound doctrine. This 
touchstone they could not withstand ; an- 
cient sympathies revived, and they recoiled 
from the idea of assenting even in words 
to the contingency, that if the wealth of 
the church was found redundant, it should 
be applied to any other purpose, not 
even to the laudable one of making the 
superfluity of the rich subservient to the 
education of the poor. Finding that this 
alternative would be pressed upon them, 
and their refusal to adopt it would be made 
the ground of an addn^ss to the king, ex- 
pressive of a want of confldence in his 
ministers, they resigned their places. The 
parliamentary session up to the prt^sent 
had been comparatively lost. It was evi- 
dent, from the majorities against them at 
the commencement, that the ministry 
couhl not stand, but the opposition allowed 
them to describe their plans, and seemed 
disposed to despatch them by the esta- 
blished parliatnent|iry routine, not by vio- 
lence to hasten their dissolution. 

9. The cotfee-dcalers of the metropolis 
represent to the Treasury the advantages 
of a further reduction in the duty on 
ct»ffee, by tending to the increase of the 
revenue, to the benefit of consumers, and 
the prevention of adulteration with chicory 
and other deleterious articles. 

10. Gazette announced the elevation of 
Alexander Baring, M. P., to the peerage, 
by the title of baron Ashburton. 

A woman named Mary Ann Burdock 
was tried at Bristol for poisoning an old 
lady who liveil with her. The trial lasted 
two days, and excited unusual interest. It 
appeared that the lady who was poisoned 
was possessed of a considerable sum of 
money, which excited the cupidity of the 
prisoner, who destroyed her by mixing 
arsenic in some gruel. This was on the 
23d Oct., 1833. Circumstances having 
subsequently excited suspiooii, the body 
was, fourteen months afterwards, taken 
out of the grave and examined, when the 
appearances presented led to the appre- 
hension of the prisoner. She was executed 
oil the 15th, and the crowd assembled on 
the occasion was immense. 

During the administration of sir R. 
Peel, the following pensions were granted s 
^Professor Airy, 300/. ; Mr. Southey, 
oOO/. ; Mrs. Somerville, 200/.; James 
Mvnugomery, 160/,; Sharon Turner, 
2u()/. 

14. The colonial office has determined 
pn an issue of silver coins to pass current 
m the West Indies at 3d, and us 
as of shillings and sixpencesi to pro- 
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mote the success of the apprenticeship 
system. 

18. ManBouRNR Ministry Rkstored. 
— On the resignation of sir R. Peel the 
king sent for earl Grey, who, whatever 
advice he might tender, declined the tank 
of forming a new administration. (Ann, 
Reg, Ixxvii. 235). The business therefore 
devolved on viscount Melbourne, who 
promptly completed his ministry out of his 
former materials; the chief alterations 
were the incorporation of lord Uuwick, 
the eldest son of earl Grey, in the cabinet, 
and the omission of lords Brougham and 
Altliorp, now earl^ Spencer. On the pre- 
mier mentioning the completion of his 
undertaking in the lords on the ]8th, lord 
Alvanley asked him if he had secured the 
assistance of Mr. O'Connell and bis 
friends, and, if so, on what terms P Lord 
Brough.im protested against this interro- 
gatory as disorderly ; and lord Melbourne 
replied that he did not know whether or 
not he should have the support of Mr. 
O’Connell, but he had taken no measures 
to secure it. The following formed the 
new cabinet : — 

Viscount Melbourne, V\rtt Lord of the 
Treasury, 

Manjuis of Lansdowne, President of the 
Council. 

Lord Palmerston, Foreign Secre(ary, 
Lord John Kussell, Home Secretary, 

Rt. lion. Charles Grant, Co/oniu/ ^ecre- 
tary, 

Rt. Hon, Spring Rice, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, 

Viscount Duncannou, Lord Privy Seafy 
and Chief Commissioner of Woods 
and Forests, 

Lord Auckland, First Lord of the Ad- 
miral ly* 

Sir John Hobhouse, President of the 
India Board, 

Rt. Hon. C, Poulett Thomson, Ihresi- 
dent of Board of Trade, 

Lord Howiek, Secretary at War, 

Lord Holland, Cfumcetlor of the Duchy of 
Lancaster, t 

The appointments not Cabinet were 
Sir Henry Parnell, Paymaster of the 
Forces and Treasurer of' the Navy, 
Lord Mor])eth, Irish Secretary. 

Marquis of Coiiyngham, Postmaster* 
General, 

Charles Wood, esq., Secretary *o the 
Admiralty, 

Lord Dalmeny, Admiral Adam, Admiral 
Sir W. Porker, and Captain LUiott, 
Junior Lords of the Admiralty. 

Lofil Seymour, \V. H. Uni, and Robert 
fitewart, esqrs.. Lords of the Treasury, 
T. Baring, and h), J. Stsn.’ey, esqrt. 
Joint Secretaries of the Treusury, 
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Robert Gordon and Vernon Smith, esqrs. 
Joint Secretaries to the Board of Cun- 
trot, 

Sir Rufane Donkin, Surveyor- QenereU of 
the Ordnance* 

Colonel Leith Hay, Cterh of the Ord- 
nance, 

Colonel Anson, Storekeeper of the Ord- 
nance, 

Sir George Grey, Under Secretary of the 
Colonies, 

Lord Furdwich, Under Foreign Secre- 
tary, 

Earl of Mulgrave, t.ord Lieutenant of 
Ireland. 

Hon. Fnx Maule, Untier Secretary for 
the Home Department, 

H. Lahuuchere, e^q., Fice- President of the 
Board of Trade and Master of the 
Mint. 

ApiH>intments in the household : — 

Marquis Wellesley, Lutui Chamberlain, 

Lord Albert Cuuynghain, Fice- Cham- 
berlain, 

Duke of Argyll) Lord Steward, 

Earl of Albemarle, Master of the Horse, 

Earl of Krrol, Master of the Buckhomuls, 

Earl of Gusford, Captain of the Yeoman 
Guard, 

Legal appointments : — 

Sir John Campbell, Jttomey-General, 

R. M. Rolfe, viii.f Solicitor- General. 

Cutlar Fergusson, esq«, Judge- Advocate. 

J. A. Murray, esq., lj)rd Advocate for 
Scotland, 

Mr. Cuniiinghanie, Solicitor- General for 
Scotland. 

LonI Plunket, Lord Chancellor of Ire- 
land. 

Serjeant Perrin, Attorney -General for 
Ireland. 

Michael O'Loughlin, esq,, Solicitor-Ge- 
neral for Ireland. 

The Great Seal was reserved, and for the 
present put in commission. The conimis- 
aiuiiers were sir Charles Pepys, master of 
^the roils; sir Lancelot Shadwed, vice-chaii- 
celior; and Mr. justice liosnnquet. The 
change of ministers and some peerage 
creations caused several elections. Mr. 
Littleton being raised to the upper house 
by ttie title of lord Hatherton, a vacancy 
occurred in he county of Stafford. A 
conservative took the lield and was re* 
turned. Mr. Charles Grant was created 
baron Glenelg, and the Scutch county of ' 
Inverness, which he had lepresented, 
firt timed a conservative. Lord John Rus* 
sell was iiiiexpectedly defeated in his re- 
election for South Devon. His lordship 
became member without opposition for 
Stimid, a vacancy having been made for 
him by the retirement of colonel Vox, who 


became secretary to the ordnance. By a 
similar negotiat on, Mr. Kennedy, member 
for Tiverton, made room for lord Palmer- 
ston, who had lost his seat fur Hampshire 
at the general election. In Yorkshire lord 
Morpeth was opposed, but carried his elec< 
tion by a large majority. Other ministers 
were re-elected without opposition. It is 
curious to remark, in respect iif the restored 
ministry, the caprice of popular opinion. 
They were the same men, with one or two 
exceptions, that had become unpopular in 
the Hutumn, from the supposed want of ge- 
neral ability and zeal in the cause of reform. 
The nation now gladly witnessed their 
return to power as a happy escape from 
tory government ; and they actually 
acquired strength, cither from the in- 
crea>ing favour of the jieuple, or the 
temporary indifference to political ques- 
tions that usually follows a previous state 
of high excitement. 

20. Commons adjourned to May 12. 

At the end of the month the Trench 
chamber of deputies decided against the 
emancipation of the negroes, by a majority 
of 240 to 5 1 1 This decision is nut hu- 
nouruble to the practical philanthropy ui 
France. Deputies seemed willing enough 
to emancipate at the expense of the slave- 
holders, and to enjoy the honours of a vi- 
carious generosity ; hut when it was sug- 
gested that a com])eusutiun, alter tiie 
example of England, must be made to tiiu 
planters out of the French purse, Itay 
clapped their hands on their pockets and 
at once refused to entertain the quistiun. 

May 1. Duel between lord Alvanley 
ami Morgan O't^ounell, M.P., which tii- 
nnnated without injury to either p.tity 
ifter tiring several pistols. It originated 
n Mr. O Connell taking up the dispute 
of his father with his lordship. 

6. Fkjinch Poi.iticai. Tuials. — Ihese 
trials origm.ited in the iusurrecliouary 
riois (see April 9, 1834) of the republicans 
at Fans aud Lyons, and which the govern* 
irieiit h.id suppressed by the bayonet and 
gra|>«-shot, and the apprehension of 1 000 
persons. The question that had latterl)^ 
agitated France, had been tiie mode d 
dealing with this muss of pri.^oners, whe- 
ther by a general amnesty or by bringing 
them to trial. By the French charter the 
king has power to transfer the trial nt 
political offences from the ordinary tribu- 
nals by a jury to the chamber of petw* 
Before the peers it was determined to bring 
the accused, and before this tribunal tne 
entire body had been arraigned m tne 
past year, and 164 selected lor ina > 
rest being discharged. Hie trials co 
meiiced on the dih inst., 
which a VMt military ‘"'f . , 

•ilently wrflected in I'ana and the enewou 
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A temporary hull of wood, which cost . 
14 , 000 /., had been erected, the peers' ! 
chamber being too small for the purpose. 
The group of prisoners when brought to 
the bar presented a strange appearance. 
Many wore cocked hats, all moustachios, 
several had long beards, and one was 
shaved, combed, and dressed, so as to 
present a likeness of Robespierre. They 
were mostly weavers, newspaper-writers, 
and half’ pay officers. Some days elapsed 
before the proceedings could be seriously 
entered upon. The accused insisted on 
an unlimited right in the choice of counsel, 
either from the French bar or elsewhere. 
This overruled, they objected to the juiis- 
diction of the court — refused to answer 
interrogatories — and denied the legality of 
tlie proceedings. Many were tried in their 
absence, and it was not till August 17 the 
jwers were able to give judgment against 
the Lyutinese section of the accused, fifty- 
two ill number, who were sentenced to im- 
priNonment fur life, or for a term of years. 
While the Lyons prisoners were being dis- 
posed of, most of those of Paris, who were 
really the most dangerous of the two 
classes, had contrived, by a subterraneous 
passage, to escape from the prison of St. 
lAdagie. Furtlier proceedings in this state 
prosecution, or, as the Parisians termed it, 
the proris’tnatuiref were ailjourned. 

8. A deputatioii, headed by Dr. Birk- 
oeck, waited upon the chancellor of the 
exchequer in order to lay before him state- 
ments relative to the repeal of the stamp- 
Iiity on iiew8pa|)ers. A long conversation en- 
sued, chiefly upon the financial difficiiities 
connected with the remtival of the stamp- 
duty. The conference lasted (wo hours. 

1). Lord Mulgrave, the new lonl liet*- 
tenant of Ireland, landed at Kingston and 
was escorted into Dublin by a vast assem- 
blage of the jieople, who went in procession 
to meet him. 

A dinner given to sir Robert Peel at the 
Merchant Tailors' Hall, at which the duke 
of Wellington and other public characters 
were present. Sir Robert Peel spoke at 
considerable length, and urged upon those 
around him the necessity of exertion in 
order to obtain etfectivu influence in the 
house of commons, as the only check to 
those evils which ho apprehended from the 
present state of things. In the fvtrenoon 
a man had been brought before the lord 
mayor, charged with sticking up in the city 
the lollowttig placard *‘Poor men— take 
notice I A dinner to Peel will be given by 
the rump of the Pitt and plunder faction, 
assisted by the self-elected and corrupt 
conrfs of assistants of the gmeers, tailors, 
goldsmiths, and skinners, 7 city aldermen, 
' poverty-stricken peers, i?9 defeated can- 
utdates, 6 bisho|)S, a bloated bulibon, the 


idiot, and a mayor, on Monday next. May 
11th. The expenses to be defrayo«l out of 
the funds left for charitable purposes.’* 
The bill-sticker was ordered to find bail. 

12. Gku&i\n Commercial League. — 
Prussia, strong without, and enjoying pros- 
perity and peace within, has almost com- 
pleted her great scheme of uniting the 
German states in one body, so far as con- 
cerns the duties on exports and imports. 
The grand-duchy of Baden, whose position 
ill regard to France rendered its accession 
to the system an object of much import- 
ance, had long resisted ; but all difficul- 
ties were overcome, and Baden on the 12th 
inst. signed the mutual treaty as a member 
of the league. Hitherto the custom- 
duties had varied in each state, being 
higher in some and lower in others. A 
necessary consequence was, that each state 
was surrounded by its own line of custom- 
houses, and guarded by its own peculiar 
system of protective or prohibitory duties. 
To each of them all the neighbouring 
states were foreign countries ; trade was 
hampered, and manufactures were depress- 
ed by innumerable obstructions ; and the 
expense of maintaining so many fiscal es- 
tablishments was a heavy drawback on the 
revenues which they collected. Prussia had 
laboured for several years to unite the differ- 
ent members of the confederation in a treaty, 
which would establish one tanff for all the 
states, the duties to be collected on the 
frontier only of what would then form one 
commercial union, and thus relieve the in- 
dustry and intercourse of the interior from 
interminable lines of custom-houses. One 
after another, Bavaria, Hesse Cussel, 
Wurtemberg, Hesse Darmstadt, the small 
states of Thuringia and Bailen joined the 
association. Hamburgh and Frankfort 
next entered the union ; the latter city 
had been kept back till it bad procured 
the revocatior '»f a treaty it had concluded 
... short time previously with England. The 
entire confederacy now consists of four 
kingdoms, threo grand dukedoms, and 
more than twenty smaller states : the 
whole comprising 8654 German square 
miles, with 27 , 728,000 inhabitants. {Fo- 
rnyn Quarterly RevieWy xliv. II Oo.) As 
the inhaoitaiits are generally industrious, 
and their industry being chiefly connectfd 
with agriculture, there is no natural tend- 
ency among them to vie with English 
manufactures; and nothing save a mis- 
taken policy can thwart the continuance 
and even extension of a commercial inter- 
course, attended viith reciprocal benefits. 
That this has been the result is shown by 
the exports of British and Iri'^h commo- 
dities to Germany having increased since 
the first commencement of the league, 
Jan. 1, 1934. In the four preceding years 
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the averaii^e exports amounted to 4,576,144/.; 
in the four years from 1834 to 1837 inclu- 
sive to 4,782,207/. 

14. At the annual meeting of the Lon* 
don Missionary Society, at Kxeter Hall, a 
dexterous theft was committed. Ainuiigst 
the sums collected on the occasion were a 
quantity of bank-notes and slips of )>aper, 
technically termed 1 O U*s, amounting to 
nearly 600/., which were put apart in a 
Dag, and placed on a table behind the 
chairman. While the assembly were sing- 
ing a doxology, the bag was stolen. 

18. A corporal of the marines executed 
at Maidstone for the murder of a woman, 
whom, in a fit of drunken fury, he had 
stabbed with his bayonet. The jury on 
the trial expressed themselves in strong 
terms on the inexpediency of allowing 
soldiers not on duty to wear their side-arms. 

20. At a convocation held at 0\for<l, it 
was proposed to sub»titute at matriculation 
a subscription to the following declaration : 
instead ot the usual subscription to the 39 ' 
Articles : — “ I, A. B., declare that 1 do, so 
far as my knov\ ledge extends, assent to 
the doctrines of the United Church of 
England and Ireland, us set forth in her 
thirty-nine articles ; that 1 will conform to 
her liturgy and discipline ; and that I am 
ready and willing to be instructed in her 
articles of religion, as reijoired by the 
statutes of this University.’’ On a division 
the numbers in favour of the alteration 
were 57, and against it 459. 

A meeting held at the British Coffee- 
house, Westminster, T. W. Coke, esq., in 
the chair, at which it was resolved to es- 
tablish a reform association, to ensure 
the registration of the electors of Britain, 
and to protect them in the indepeuderit ex- 
ercise of the elective franchise. A large 
number of names of noLdemeii and gentle- 
men appear in the published li.st of the 
committee; and G. Grote, M.P., is ap- 
pointed treasurer of the a.ssuciatiuii. A 
similar uiiiou, the Carlton Club, hud been 
set oil foot by the conservatives. 

21. At a meeting of the Pitt club, held 
in Edinburgh, it was, on the motion of 
lord Meadow bank, resolved tt» appropriate 
1000/. sterling for the establishmeni, in the 
university of Edinburgh, of a prize to be 

S ven annually to the must deserving oi 
e students attending the Divinity Hall, 
and which shoutd be termed and known 
by the name of the Pitt prize. 

In the upper house, lord Brougham, aRer 
entering into the subject of eduvatiun ge- 
nerally, proposed fourteen resolutions, em- 
bodying the leading principles of his plan 
for the improvement of national education. 
He expressed himself opposed to the go- 
vernment uoderfaking the establishment 
of a genersl tystem of vcbools, on the 


ground that such an interference would in 
all probability check the exertions of pri 
vate individuals, by means of which ho 
contended that the want of common schools 
was already in the course of being supplied. 
He admitted, however, the inferior quality 
of the education dispensed at such schools, 
and. to remedy that evil, proposed that 
normal schools, or schools for the educa- 
tion of teachers, should be instituted and 
supported from the public fuiuVs. Lord 
Melbourne undertook, on the part of minis- 
ters, that the subject shoulrl receive tl.c 
close.st and most anxious con.sideratioii. 

The commons early adjourned, owing to 
a singular mistake — the name of a memhiT 
of the house, which had been twice called 
and supposed to have been answered by 
the individual as being present, having 
been inserted in a ballot on an election 
petition, when the fact was tliat he had 
not been present at all. This infor- 
mality caused an adjournment. 

27, At the close of the cuniesteil elec- 
tion lor South Stailbrdshire, arising out of 
the elevation of Mr. Littleton to the peer- 
age, and said to be the only contested eU c- 
tion which has occurred there fur the last 
85 years, a disturbance took place at VVoI- 
verhampton, which led to the reading ol the 
riot act and the intervention of the military. 

June 1. King Otho having attained h.s 
majority, the regency placed the rears of 
government in his hands. Prior to the 
landing of the prince at the Pirsous, the 
seat of the Greek government had been 
transferred from Nauplia to Athens. 

4. Anniversary of the charitable schools 
of the metro{X}liH iu St. Paul's cathedral. 
Among the audience was prince Jameh- 
ood-deen, a son of Tippoo Sail), and one of 
the ho>tageM given to lord Cornwallis in 
1792, who is at present on a visit to this 
countiy. 

5. Kefoiim ok Municipal Cokpoua- 
TiONs.-To-day lord John Russell intro- 
duced the important subject of a reform of 
the municipalities of England and Wales, 
and which had been looked forward to 
with great interest and a considerable 
degree of impatience by the coinmunity. 
The abuses existing in municipal corpora- 
tions had for mure than two centurie.s been 
a matter of constant and nearly universal 
complaint. Any general remedy, however, 
was impracticable, while abuses in the 
representation of the jreople in jiarliainent 
were to be maintained. The venal boroughs, 
of which the franchise was abolished or 
amended by the Reform Act, were lh« 
chief seats of corporation abuse ; and the 
correction of Ihe local evil would have 
been the virtual destruction of the systein 
by which the ariatocracy retained its poli- 
tical ascendancy* Every borough having 
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the privilege of returning a member to 
parliament, was indispensable either to 
the whig or tory party ; and in these i) 0 « 
roughs the greatest abuses naturally ])r6- 
vailed, because impunity in the neglect of 
duty, and in the misapplication of the 
municipal funds, wan the cheapest bribe 
by which the sutirages of the corporators 
could be purchased. Impunity being thus 
secured in the parliamentary boroughs, it 
would have been too trying an experiment 
on the patience of the people to have un- 
der taken to reform the comparatively in- 
significant abuses of the non-par liameutary 
boroughs. The greater abuse thus served 
to shelter the less ; but its chief value was 
destroyed by parliamentary reform; ajid 
moreover, having extended to the people 
the right of choosing the members of the 
l(‘gislaiure, the inferior right of choosing 
their own local authorities could not con- 
sistently be withheld. The boroughs of 
Scotland had, as already stated, (p. 938,) 
undergone a system of purification by 
vesting the election of the magistrates and 
town-councils in the ten-pound house- 
holders. Ill Kngland it was thought ad- 
visable to proceed by issuing, in 1833, a 
commission under tbe great seal, consisting 
of twenty gentlemen, to inquire into the 
state of municipal cor (>orut ions, their 
modes of administering justice, their reve- 
nues and fuuils, and the privileges of free- 
men and other members thereof. The 
number of places in which the inquiries 
under the cuminissiun were carrietl on was 
237, having a population of 2,028,513. 
Ill twenty-five places the number of corpo- 
rators not ascertained; in the others (212) 
they amount to 88,509. The governing 
body is sell-elected in 186 boroughs. This 
body elet^ts the mayor in 131 boroughs, 
appoints the recorder in 136, and the town 
clerk in 13'). The number of corporators 
exercising magisterial iunctiuns is 1086 in 
188 boroughs. In 112 boroughs the cor- 
poration has exclusive criminal jurisdictiuii 
extending to the trial of various descrip- 
tions of offences ; and in forty-two their 
jurisdiction is not exclusive. Seventeen 
boroughs do not enjoy any income what- 
ever; in eight the precise amount could 
not be obtained. The total income of 212 
boroughs amounts to 366,948/. ; their ex- 
penditure to 377,027/. ; 103 are involveil 
jn debts amounting to l,86r\,371/., and are 
besides burdexed with annuities amounting 
to 4463/. In twenty-right boroughs only 
are the accounts published ; in fifteen the 
annual income is under 20/. ; in eleven it 
2000/. and 3000/.; in five, 
’JWUO/. and under 4000/.; in one, 4000/. 
»nd under 5000/.; in four, 6000/. and 
10,000/. and under 
in one, 12,500/. and under 


1.5.000/.; in one, 15..000/. and under 
20,000/.; in one, 33,000/., and in one, 
91,000/. In closing their gener il report 
on the corporations, the coinmisduiiers 
say : — Even where these instituti»»ns 
exist in their least imperfect form, and are 
most rightfully administered, they are 
inadequate to the wants^ of the present 
state of society. In their actual condition, 
where not productive of positive evil, they 
exist, in the great majority of instances, 
for no purpose of general utility. The 
perversion of municipal institutions to 
political ends has occasioned the sacrifice 
of local interests to party purposes, which 
have been frequently pursued through the 
corruption and demoralization of the elec- 
toral bodies. 

In conclusion, we report to your Ma- 
jesty that there prevails amongst the inha- 
bitants of a great majority of the incorpo- 
rated towns a general, and, in our opinion, 
a just dissatisfaction with their municipal 
institutions ; a distrust of the self-elected 
municipal councils, whose powers are sub- 
ject to no popular control, and whose acts 
and proceedings being secret, are un- 
checked by the mfiiiciice of public opinion ; 
a distrust of the municipal magistracy, 
tainting with suspicion the local admin is. 
tration of justice, and often accompanied 
with contempt of the persons by whom the 
law is administeretl ; a discontent under 
the burdens of local taxation, while reve- 
nues that ought to be applied for the 
public advantage are diverted from tneir 
legitimate use, and are sometimes waste- 
fully bestowed for the benefit of individuals, 
sometimes squandered for purposes inju- 
rious to the character and morals of the 
people. We therefore feel it to be onr 
:luty to represent to your Majesty that the 
existing municipal corporations ot Knglaiid 
and Wales neither possess nor deserve the 
confidence or re.spect of your Majesty’s 
subjects, and that a tliorough reform must 
be effected before they can become what 
we humbly submit to your Majtsty they 
ought to be, useful and efficient instruments 
of local goveniineiit.’’ Upon these rejTc- 
sentations, and the mass of evils disclosed 
by the commissioners in their voluminous 
returns, lord John Russell founded his bill 
of municipal regulation. It was elaborately 
discusNed in both houses, and <lid not pass 
through Us several s' ages until the end of 
the session. In the lords it was sharply 
scrutinized ; various aineiitlments wem 
there introduced, which a majority of the 
commons did not consider improvements 
In some of these amendments they refused 
to concur; on others conferences were held 
with the upper house ; and mothers, where 
agreement or compromise was unattain- 
able, the noble mover recommended that 
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the commons snould acquiesce rather than boroughs divideil into four or more wardH, 
lose the bill altogether ; for, though de- a real or ])er»uual eHtate of 1 000/., or being 
prived of much of its original excellence, rated to the poor upon the annual value 
it was still an effective reform of muni- of at least 30/.; in other boroughs a 
cipul institutions.’* As first introduced, moiety of this qualification suffices. The 
the bill extended to 183 boroughs, inclu- qualification clause was one of the ques- 
ding a population of about two millions, tionahle amendments introduced by the 
Five boroughs were cut ofi* from its opera- lords, as well as that appointing o/z/cnnc/t, 
tion. To 128 of the more lm;iortant bo- an order having precedency merely and 
roughs a commission of the peace is no duties distinct from those of councillors; 
assigned, while to the remaining dO a and who appear to have been created 
commission will only be granted 'on appli- either ont of a veneration for ancient 
cation to the crown. Many boroughs, on names and degi'ees, or from a desire to 
a<^oiiot of their insignificance, are excluded preserve in the new municipalities u mi^du- 
from the act. London, with its numerous and ture representation of the imperial govern- 
wealthy incorporated guilds, is reserved for ment of three estates — king, lords, and 
future legislation. The grand feature of commons. All the existing rights of 
the municipal bill is that it vests the local freedom, or citizenship, or hiirgess-shi]), 
government of a town in the rated and in the old corporations, are presvrvtal tu 
permanently resident inhabitants. “ Every the pretent pos»rati/rt. This was just ; as 
male person of full age who, on the last many of these iininunities consisted of an 
day of August in any year, shall have interest in charities, lands, or exemption 
occupied premises within the borough from tolls, which had Ixen purchast d by 
continuously fur the three previous years, | money or services, or acquired by lawtnl 
and shall for that time have been an inha- inlu ritance. But all exclusive privileges 
bitant householder within seven miles of of trading, or of exercising any culling or 
* the borough, provided that he shall have h.m(licruit, in corporate towns are alio- 
heen rated to the poor-rates, and shall have lished. As the act was framed for the 
paid them and all borough rates during reform of existing municipal corporations, 
the time of his occupation,” is qualified to it does not apply tu the unincorpor.ited 
vote for the towii-councd. In the council towns. But on the petition of tlui inliii- 


is vested the entire deliberative and admi- 
nistrative functions of the cor|H)ratiun. 
They appoint the town-clcrk and treasurer, 
and from them the mayor and ulderinen 
are chosen. They have the control of the 
pcdice, watching, and lighting ; they may 
make bye-laws, and impose fines for their 
non-observance, fur the prevention of nui- 
sances, and the due government of the 
borough. They have the control of the 
burgess fund : if there be a surplus, after 
defraying all necessary expenses, they may 
apply it to local improvements or any object 
IteneHcial to the inhabitants; nr, if the 
fund be insufficient, they may order a rate, 
of the nature of a county rate, to be levied. 
They have also a ])ower, if they think it 
requisite that one or more salaried police 
magistrates should be appointed, to fix the 
amount of such magistrates* salaries, and, 
upon their application, the crown is em- 
powered to appoint the number of magis- 
trates required. To prevent fraud, jobbing, 
and waste in the management of the bur- 
gess reveunc, profision is made for the 
periodical auditing of accounts, and their 
subsequent publication. The burgeiises 
yearly appoint the auditors, who must be 
persons qualified to be couiiciUors, but not 
actually of that body, lest identity of inte- 
rest might lead to partiality in the exercise 
of their function. The quatification of a 
eouneilhr is a jifoperiy qualification, vary- 
ing with the amount of population. In 


bitsnt householders of any town not corpo- 
rate. the crown is empowered to ext 'ivl 
the provisions of this important statute l^y 
the grant of charters of incorporatum. 

June 5. A bill for eAtahiisInng a inc- 
tropolitan water company, which was to 
obtain supplies of soft water by meaiui of 
Artesian wells, was rejected in the coui- 
mons, by 134 to 60. 

At the Kent special sessions, the grand 
jury found a true bill against 18 persons, 
most of whom were labourers, ibr hein^' 
concerned in riots which took place on tiiu 
iutrudiictiou of the new poor law bdl into 
that district, and the C4>nseqiient chungiMa 
system. On their trials they were all 
found guilty, but were lecominemlrd to 


mercy. 

0. An order in council appeaie<l in the 
Gazette^ suspending the Foreign lyilist- 
ment Bill in favour of the queen «t Spain, 
and permitting recruds aim supj>lies to he 
raised in this country for her service. 
Colonel J)e Lacy Kvaus, one of the incn- 
hers for Westminster, was appi»inte<l by 
the Spanish authorities to the ennunj*^ 
of a British auxiliary legum, rained for tha 
purpose. When a battalion of these troopji 
had landed at St, Sebastian, July 
Don Carlos issued a proclamation, * 
eniiig to ihoot all strangers' taken 


iiinulacarrcguy, the 

►f the troops of Don Carlos, and 
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a brave and active officer, mortally wound- 
ed near Bilbua. He was the modern 
Montrose of Spain, and the chief support 
uf the Carlist cause. Almost immediately 
after his death the Gai lists raised the 
siege of Bilbua, and retired dispirited. He 
was succeeded in command by Moreno, a 
well-known but inferior man, who presided 
at the execution cf General Tornjos and 
Mr. Boyd. 

17. The forty-seventh anniversary of 
the Literary Fund celebrated at the Frou- 
inasons* Hall. On the health of Azmi 
Bey, the patron uf the Lancasteriun system 
in Persia, being drunk, the compliment was 
acknowledged by him through his inter- 
pieter, who stated that full 10,000 children 
were receiving instruction under the Laii- 
casterian system in Persin. 

18. An explosion took place at one of 
Mr. RusseU's mines at Wallsend, about 
four miles from Newcastle. Upwards of 
an hundred individuals, must uf them 
young men and boys, lost their lives by 
this melancholy occurrence. 

18. Death ov W'ii.liam UiUiuKTr, 
M. P. — ^This remarkable public character, 
after a bustling and varied life, expired on 
Normandy Farm, seven miles from Farn- 
ham, his native place. The late hours 
the house of commons, and the change of 
habits imposed upon him by his entrance at 
an advanced age into parliament, may have 
hastened his death a few years, lie sur- 
vived, however, beyond the average term of 
human existence. According to his own 
reckoning he was born in l/tib ; according 
to his b.iptismal register, which is the sater 
uuiluiritvi he was born in 1762. He was 
the third of four sons of a small farmer 
and publican at Farnham, who occupied 
a house still standing beside the river VVey, 
which has been known for eighty years 
I'iist us “ The Jolly Farmer.” liis lather 
was a just man, who, to the extent of his 
iiieuna and ability, did his duty to his 
cliildreii. On the winter evenings he 
taught his boys to read, write, and cipher; 
grammar he did not understand, but he 
made them get the rules by heart, which, 
though of little advantage unaccompanied 
with a verbal elucidation of principles, is 
usually as much as is done for pupils in 
the ordinary routine of school instruction. 
William Cobbett had thus the benelit of a 
good parental example, and, furnished with 
the ctdef instruments of knowledge, his 
tuture acquirements depended on native 
talent, inclination, and industry, in none 
ot which he was deficient. Arrived at 
tnauhood and desirous of another occupa- 
tion than husbandry, he became clerk to a 
London attorney, from the secluded 
(iriulgery of whose employment he speed- 
•y escaped by enlisting fora soldier* He 


was eight years in the army, and, by bis 
correct conduct and superior merit, rapidly 
passed through every rank from that of 
private to sergeant-major. He devoted 
the leisure atiorded by a soldier’s life to 
reading and intellectual improvement. 
After obtaining his discharge, he accused 
some of his late officers of embezzlement 
in the regimental accounts ; a court-mar- 
tial was granted at his earnest solicitation : 
he allowed the court to assemble, and the 
witnesses on both sides, but, instead of ap- 
pearing to substantiate bis charges, he 
privately, along with his newly-married 
wite, withdrew to France, {H^estmingter 
Review, Ixvi. 4r)5.) Here he spent six 
months, the happiest, he used to say, he 
ever spent in his life. He next went over 
to New York, and sought, through the 
means of Mr. Jeii'erson, employment under 
the Americciii government. Failing in this 
application, he cummeiici'd giving lessons 
iu the English and French languages, and, 
in addition, became an author and book- 
seller. Ibis was about the year 1794. 

As public writer Cobbett found his con- 
genial element, and, under the mm de 
fjuerte he had assumed of “Peter Porcu- 
pine/ shot his quills in all directions. 
The French revolutionists, the founders of 
American independence, the English re- 
formers, and the friends of liberty of every 
clime, became the unsparing objects of 
his literary vengeance. His boldness, 
sagacity, Molent abuse, and powers of ridi- 
cule and argument, soon attracted i.otice. 
But bis popularity was short-lived. Ex- 
aggerat on and audacious virulence, which 
were his favourite weapons, may conduce to 
traiisitorv notoriety, but can never long 
sustain an author in public estimatiou. 
He returned to England in 1890; a step 
hastened, if not rendered unavoidal>le, by 
loss of reputation, and the results of seve- 
ral prosecutions for libel instituted against 
him iu the .\meriean courts. The fame 
of his writings had preceded him, and his 
arrival was welcomed by John Reeves, Mr. 
Giffiird, the police-justice, and other active 
auti-jacobins, with whom he had coire- 
sponded while iu the United States. On 
consulting Mr. Reeves about the state of 
opinion in liundon, Reeves tohl him, as 
i:obbeit used to relate, that there were 
only two ways of proceeding in this 
country, either “ To kiss or kick,’ and he 
must make his election. The eccentric 
Mr, Windham was one of his warmest 
admirers ; declaring in parliament that the 
anti- revolutionary writings ot Cobbett iu 
America had been so mentorious.^that the 
author deserved *• a statue ot gold. Under 
thu auspices of these gentlemen, he started 
a daily paper. During the war, govern- 
ment often lent its aid for the support and 
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establishment of journals in its interes' aristocracy he fiercely and uncompromis. 
and Mr. Gobbet t is understood to hav< inji^ly represented. He was, however, 
received 3000 ^^uineas from the Treasury quite a girmttlte iii politic8> blowing his 
to assist in carryinj^ on his Pbrcupine conch at intervals Irom every j»oiut »>f.' 
Gazette, His speculation, however, failed the political compass. From 1794 to 
chiefly from mismamii^ement, the prc 1803 he was an intolerant anti-Jacubin, 
prietor begrudging' the expense necessar;^ and the panegyrist of Mr. Pitt. In the 
to procure the ordinary articles of newa short interval from 1803 to 1805 he in. 
paper intelligence. The paper, which fo; dined towards the opposition ; denounced 
these reasons had declinecf in sale, the Addington ministry because of its pa- 
ceived its death-blow, when, at the peac( cific policy, and its consisting of men nut be- 
of Amiens, to which Cobbett was opposed, longing to the great families ; and exerted 
on his refusing to illuminate his ofiice, himself, in conjunction with Mr. Perry, ru 
the populace broke his windows. In re bring the whigs into power to accomplish 
taliatittii, he published no paper next day a moderate reform in the hoiise of coin- 
and when he was again pleased to pub- moiis. Disgusted with the wliigs, when 
lish the public would not buy. He wa; in office, who, he thought, were no better 
not more successful in the bookselling tlian the tories, fiom 1805 to 1817 he 
business, which he also attempted in Pall sided with sir F. Burdett and the West- 
Mall, under the orthodox emblem of the minster electors, who repudiated both t);e 


‘‘ Bible and Crown.” Mr. Cobbett waj 
never successful in joumaiitm, the chief 
reason of which apfiears to have been 
that he was more of a commentator on. 
than a promulgator of, news and occur- 
rences. Hence, the “Weekly Register,” 
which he established after the abandon- 
ment of his daily paper, was the suit of 
publication best suited to his political 
dissertations. This remarkable depository 
of the politics of the day, and of the 
editor’s party sentiments, he carried on 
with untiring energy and singular versa- 
tility of talent up to the period of his death. 
No occurrence interrupted its publication ; 
neither his business as a large fanner iu 
Hampshire, nor his tours iu Kngland and 
Scotland : his “ long arm,” as he told his 
readers, even reached across the Atlantic, 
and the Register, for almost forty years, 
was punctual in its hebdomadal appear- 
ance, dated fr* m Botley, Barn Kims, New 
York, or Rhode Island. Contemporary 
with the Register, he was occupied iu 
various other works, the History and De- 
bates of Parliament, and at a later period 
in the comjiosition of grammars, histories, 
travels, ana books cn gardening and rural 
affairs. He was very industrious, and, 
his habits being temperate and regular, 
he was always tit for his daily task with- 
out waste of time. The early volumes of 
the Register, especially those from almut 
1803 to 1609» appear to have been care- 
fully conduct d ; are distinguished by 
their admirabit English composition, co- 
gent reasoning, great novelty of remark 
and illustration, and aie less virulent in 
•t\le, and more correct in the detail of 
facts than his earlier or later writings. 
The sale of the Register, December 3Ut, 
1803, amounted to 4000. which was a 
great number for the period; and it was 
circulated at a high price, chiefly among I 
official people and the ricbi whose | 


aristocraticul parties. About 1818 he 
sank into a lower deep ; became a repiibli. 
cun and a universal suffrage man, and ihe 
reviler of all his former principles and as- 
sociates. From this extreme depression 
he seemed to be recovering before Ins 
death ; manifested a favourable disposition 
owards sir. Robert Peel and the tories: 
but such transitions of sentiment had ren- 
lered his lo-uperation of little value to any 
parly. There were, however, two subjects 
on which he was generally consistent — he 
Iways op|K>sed the funding system and tiiu 
moneyed interest connectecl with it ; and lie 
was also steadily inimical to the education 
of the people above the practical knowledge 
ap*)ertaiiiing to their probable condition in 
‘ife. Altliuugh it was in writing tbut Mi. 
Jobbett chiefly excelled, he attained to 
:oi>siderable proHcieiicy as a public 
|)eaker ; and this, like his other acquire- 
ments, was the result of his own etlurts. 

lis first attempt, however, was a failure. 
Lord Brougham, who appears to have 
•een present, thus describe^ his two a|)- 
jiearances, in 1810 and 18‘20, in a court ul 
iistice, in trials lor libels : — •* Iledelended 
imself, and, appearing there, for the first 
ime, before a public audience, exhibiitd 
new but by no means a rare example ot 
lie difference between writing and sj eak« 
ig ; for nothing could be more thdl 
rr.mpressive than his speech, nothing 
leaf and distinct than its iea>.oning, ntcie 
ifeble than its style, or more elnbarra^stM 
lid inefficient than its delivery. 
ifterwards defended li imself, in 
gainst actions brought by private parties 
rhom he had slandered, and then, having 
y practice in the interval acquireil con- 
iideruble ease in speaking, his ajipeaiaiux 
more than resjiectable— it was veiy 
efiective. His style was also abunrifi«t*> 
characteristic and racy, it hud great ofij 
gioalify, it suit^ the man, it possess 
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nearly all the merit of his written produc- . 
tions, and was set otF by a kind of (|;ood, 
easy, comic delivery, with no little archness 
of both look and face, that made it clear 
he was calculated to tell with a popular 
assembly.** — ( lard Brougham ' 9 Speeches^ i. 
0.) He became an amusing public lec- 
turer too ; the writer remembers being pre- 
sent at one of his exhibitions in the late 
Surrey Institution, when he gave imitations 
of lord John Russell, Mr. Brougham, lords 
Holland and Lansdowne, and other public 
men, mimicking their tones and gestures, 
and the supposed evasive arguments they 
would resort to in the approaching parlia- 
mentary session (1830) for postponing 
reform, which kept his auditors very merry, 
eliciting roars of laughter. 

Altliough Mr. Cobbett did not enter the 
house of commons till after the reform bill, 
he did not fail in that arduous theatre ; he 
was neither obtrusive nor diiiident ; a 
frecpient and rarely an unsuccessful speaker. 
Takuig him in the two relations of life — 
active and speculative— owing every thihg 
to his own spontaneous exertions, the late 
M.P. for Oldham was unipiestionably one of 
the most remarkable men of his time. lie 
never became a learned man, he was not 
deeply versed in any branch of knowledge, 
not evi^n political economy, though a 
science intimately connected with the sub- 
jects of his weekly lucubrations ; h 
neither treated nor understood questions 
scientifically, and always ailected great 
contempt for ** feelosophy j'* but his super- 
fici.ilily was, perhaps, m»»re available to 
his purpose, and certainly had a more 
marketable value than deep abstractions. 
In tlie politics and common afi'airs of life 
he was a proficient ; posses.sed an unerring 
sagacity in delecting the real from the ap- 
parent in both men and measures ; and his 
sqnanderiug glances at current impos- 
tures were often as serviceable to the com- 
munity as mortifying to those who sought 
to profit by them. At the same time, he 
could himself act as well us detect the 
Snapin tricks of others : he could fill the 
trough as dexterously as any of his con- 
temporaries, to attract either the herd of 
dcMiiocracy or aristocracy. H»s bringing 
over from America, (whither he had been 
driven, as he told his readers, to escape the 
dungeons of Castlereogh and Sidnionth, 
hut, according to another version, toesca{H! 
“Oin his creditors.) the bones of Thomas 
I^^aine, us relics, upon which to raise money ; 
h>s scheme for destroying the credit of the 
Ihink of England by the nocturnal sowing 
‘d the streets with forged notes ; and his 
vanons devices for getting into parliament 
wy public subscriptions, are instances of 
audacious mitU on public credulity, 
w v/as uucoinmouly clever it must be al- 


lowed, but mere cleverness, unaccompanied 
with the steady pursuit of noble and virtu- 
ous ends, can never constitute a great cha- 
racter. Ability without service to mankind 
is no more valid a passport to the Pan- 
theon than to the Newgate Calendar. By 
his strange inconsistencies, Mr. Cobbett 
and the world were quits at parting ; for 
his utterings on both sides having been 
nearly equal in zeal and quantity, they did 
not turn the scale either way, gave to 
neither a preponderance. His mind had 
little depth, and no powers of generaliza- 
tion : it was of a legal cast, and his plead- 
ings on public questions were like those of 
a lawyer who feels bound to utter for his 
client whatsoever may serve him, without 
regard to right or wrong, truth or false- 
hood. The manner, rather than the mat- 
ter, of his writing.s, constituted their attrac- 
tion. He promulgated no new truths, 
made no new discoveries. But his lucid 
diction, logical arrangement, graphic sto- 
ries, jocularity, heartiness of abuse, and 
semblance of honesty, zeal, and independ- 
eoce, fascinated his readers. Divested of 
the dross which his violence, dogmatism, 
and devouring egotism encumbered them, 
they possess rare and almost unequalled 
merits. He is always spirited, never vapid 
or desponding ; his humour is rich, glow- 
ing, and risible in the extreme : his de- 
scriptions of scenes in which he took a 
part, especially those at public meetings, 
and of natural scenery, are the best in the 
language. In spite of his vacillations and 
imprudences, he always kept a strong 
hold on public opinion, and continued dur- 
ing almost half a century to interest a 
numerous class of readers, which, more 
than anything, proves his e.vtraord inary 
and versatile powers as a writer. Some 
allowances must be made for the. disadvan- 
tages of his personal history. His instincts 
were probably good, but perverted by un- 
favourable circumstances. The country 
alehouse, the attorney’s office, the barrack 
room, and unceasing strife of politics, were 
better schools for sharpening the intellect 
than ethical discipline. Owing everytliing 
to himself ; having tramjiled by steady 
perseverance over the drawbacks of humble 
parentage and education, it is not surpris- 
ing, though much to be regretted, that 
his success was alloyed by arrogance, 
vanity, chaugeableness, and self-will. He 
had, however, extenuating excellences. He 
was independent in his course — too much 
so perhaps — and seldom truckled to any 
man or party. He was not selfish, at 
least, in a sordid sense. His love of 
money was always subordinate to his love 
of notoriety. His aims too were superior. 
He was no tritler, who dawdled aw^y exis- 
tence in low and frivolous pursuits. Reforms 
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in public institutions, or improvements 
in agriculture, were the staple objects to 
which he was devoted. He always revert- 
ed the scenes of infancy with delight. 
This and his attachment to a country life 
showed that a long communion with the 
world had failed to alienate his adections 
from the simplicity of nature. 

30. Russian Infmisnce in Turkky. — 
Both England and France were made prac- 
tically to feel the influence Russia had 
acquired over the Porte, by the treaty of 
Unkiar Skelessi, (see Juiy 8. 1833). By 
the treaty concluded between Turkey and 
Britain in 1809, English ships of war 
were to be allowed to pass the Hellespont 
only on condition of landing their guns 
at the Dardanelles. But in the same 
treaty it was stipulated that England 
should enjoy every right and privilege 
allowed to the most favoured nations in 
amity with the Porte.'* By the treaty of 
Unkiar Skelessi, the Porte agreed to allow 
to Russian ships free egress from, and 
ingress into, the Black Sea. It followed, 
that England could claim the same right 
of access to the Black Sea, without a new 
convention to that etiect. The case of 
France stood precisely on the same ground, 
and both parties determined to ascertain 
whether Russia, by her secret treaty, had 
acc]uire<i privileges to which they were not 
aiiiiiissible. Accordingly the French Go- 
vernment in the month of June applied to 
the Porte for a passage for a sloop of war to 
convey M. Texier, who was desirous of pur- 
suing his archsulogical researches along 
the shores of the Black Sea. The reis eflendi 
replied that it was imjiosNible to comply 
with the request, the Porte being bound by 
treaty to refuse entrance into the Black 
Sea to the ships of every nation, excepting 
those of her ally Russia. England apply- 
ing about the same time fur the passage of 
a government steamer to convey Mr. Ellis, 
the new ambassador, to Persia, and his 
suite, to proceed through the Dar<iaiie':les 
to Trebizoud, Ruit>»ia interfered because 
the vessel was armed, and pennissiori w'as 
refused on the same pretext on which it 
had been refused to France. Shortly af- 
# ierwards the earl of Durham proceeded 
from England as ambassador to SL Peters- 
burg. He took the rotiie of Con^ta ntinople 
and Odessa, lie arrived in the Darda- 
nelles in the i^arham^ but was transferred 
with his suite from the Barham into an 
ttoarmed vessel. 

27, The late Mr. Cobl>ett buried in rhe 
churchyard of Farnham, in Surrey, his 
native town. The funeral was attended 
by Messrs. O'Connell, Wakley, Ftelden, 
and a number of other gentlemen. The 
mortal remainf^ of this extraordinary man, 
alter his long and busy life, rest with 


those of his humble ancestors. Many 
thousand persons witnessed the cereinoii}’. 

28. Charles Mathews, so justly cele- 
brated in the theatrical world, for the 
exquisite life aud humour of his delinea- 
tions of character and manners, died ut 
Devonport in his 60th year, after a linger- 
ing illness. He was the son of a respect- 
able bookseller in the Strand, a VVesleyau 
Methodist, who, discovering the irresistible 
propensity of young Mathews, thus 
addressed him : — Charles, there are your 
indentures, and also 20 guineas ; 1 do not 
approve of the stage, but I will not oppose 
your wishes. At any time hereafter, 
should you feel inclinid to turn to an 
honest calling, there are 20 guineas more, 
if you send lor them, and your father’s 
house is open to you.’* The second ‘JO 
guineas Mathews never claimed. Ills 
muno dramatic entertainments, his Mail 
('oach Adventures.” his At Home,’’ 
and ‘‘ Trip to America,** were a source of 
infinite amusement during many seasons. 

29. Serious disturbances occurred at Great 
Bircham, in Norfulk.uwingto the execution 
of that part of the poor law amendment bill, 
which enacts that relief shall be given in 
kind instead of in money. The pe.»santry 
rose ill a body against the parish officers, 
refused to work for the fanners, and as- 
saulted two men who were willing to work. 
The house of the principal farmer of tiie 
parish was attacked and set on fire; but, 
on the military' being called out. the riut 
was suppressed without bloodshed. 

July 1 . The sale of a large jKirtiun of 
monastic and other ecclesiastical proper';/ 
ordered to be sold by the Portuguese gi - 
vernment began. An apprehension was 
felt that tliere might be a difficulty in 
finding purchasers, but the property sold 
readily enough. Many foreigners were 
among the buyers. 

8. At a levee, sir F. Sbnckbnr;:Ii, 
chairman of a committee of Baronets, 
presented to hU majesty two petitions truni 
certain of the baronets of England. ol 
Scotland, of Ireland, and of the United 
Kingdom, and their eldest sons, praying a 
restoration of various privileges originally 
belonging to the order, but stated to have 
been in abeyance since the Restoration. 

9. The eighth vessel which has been 
taken up by government, under the iwi- 
nagernent of the Elmigration Committee, lor 
the conveyance of females to New So»d i 
Wales, sailed from the Thames. A ^ 
number sent out in this in.stance was 1 > 

single females, and about 40 other persons, 

chiefly Hgricultunsts, and their **^"'“‘*’*‘J*, 

21. In gbing into committee on 
lri*h Church Bill, iilr K. Peel njoved. th. t 
it be divided into two portion*, for"' h 
wparatc bilU of the tithe udju»tniint 
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appropriation clauses. The proposal was 
debated three nights, when there ap])eared 
for preserving the bill entire, 319 ; fur sir 
Hubert's motion, 282. 

21. The duke of Palmella intimated to 
the British urabassador, that the Portu- 
guese government had determined, under 
the powers reserved in the treaty of 1810, 
to declare the Methuen treaty at an end 
after Jan., 1836. This treaty, altered iu 
some particulars, but continued in its prin- 
cipal provisions, had lung regulated the 
commercial intercourse between Britain 
and Portugal, and gave, or was >upi>osed 
to give, peculiar advantages to this coun- 
try. We had, however, set the first exam- 
ple of departing from its exclusive and iu 
fact impolitic principles, by e<[ualiziugthe 
duties on foreign wines, and admitting the 
wines of Prance uii the same terms as 
those of Portugal. 

‘24. The “ Earl Grey’’ steam-packet 
from Rothesay to Glasgow, having stopped 
at Greenock to disembark passengers and 
receive others, just as she was about to 
depart the boiler exploded. Thirty- six 
persons and upwards were killed aud in- 
jured. 

‘28. Attemptkd Assassination of 
Louis Philip. — During the festivities of 
the annual commemoration of the revo- 
luiiod of 1830, the French king narrowly 
escaped assassination. It was the second 
day iif the rejoicings, and apiKiinUd for a 
military review. As Louis Philip was 
riding along the line of the national guard, 
on the boulevard du Temple, uccoinpaiiied 
by his three sous and a splendid suite, an 
explosion, like a discharge of musijuetiy, 
tujk place from the window of au adjoining 
house. The effect was terrific. Marshal 
Aloriier, general de Virigiiy, several gre- 
nadiers, beside lu.>kers-oa, among whom 
was a child, were shot dead upon the spot, 
some of them having receivth two or three 
bullets. Upwards v>f forty were killed and 
Wounded, of whom fourteen w'ere killed. 
Yet the object of this iiidiscriiniuate 
slaughter escaped — the king was unhurt, 
rile police, guided by the smoke, rushed 
» she house whence the explosion pro- 
cci dcd. They seized the as>as.hn, covered 
witli blood, ill the act of letting himself 
down by a rope from the l>ack window of 
tile apartment. lie was hinisell -everely 
'vouuded, by the bursting of some of the 
barrels of his ** infernal iiiachiuu and his 
Wounds had delayed his escape. The ma- 
chine consisted of ‘25 bariA-ls, arranged 
hoi izoiitally bide by side, upon a frame, 
‘0 back part of wliich could be raised or 
lowered according to the angle requisite 
o reach aiul sweep the sjiace below, 
barrel was loaded with deadly mis- 
the touchholea cummiuiicated by 


means of a train of gunpowder, and the 
lighting of one simultaneously discharged 
them all. The window, at a little distance 
from which the machine was placed, stood 
open, but the machine itself had been 
screened from observation by Persian 
blinds, which were not withdrawn till the 
instant of explosion. It was conjectured 
that the time required to open the blinds 
had not been calculated, which omission 
saved the king, for the discharge took 
place immediately behind him, one of llie 
bullets wounding liis horse. Tiie assassin 
turned out tube a Corsican named Ficschi, 
who had gone through many disreputable 
vicissitudes, — had been a soldier — stood in 
the pillory for forgery — suffered two y ears’ 
imprisonment for theft — and had been a 
spy of the police, lie made no attempt 
to deny his guilt ; he acknowledged no 
motive except dislike of the king. His 
trial showed that two persons as obscure as 
himself had been privy to his enterprise, 
but not the slightest thread of connexion 
could be traced between the desperado and 
any formidable conspiracy or political yar- 
ty. A momentary stupor followed the 
explosion, but, as soon as it was known 
that neither the king nor the princes were 
hurt, it gave place to tumultuous expres- 
sions of joy, mingled with rage ugainst the 
author of the crime. The foiins of the 
review were gone through by the king, 
hut the rejoicings of the revolutionary an- 
niversary were suspended ; the tri-co’oiired 
flag was veiled in crape ; the victims of 
the massacre were buried with the honours 
of a public funeral, which the king and his 
family attended, and pensions were voted 
by the clumbers to the poor persons who 
had been wounded, ami the relatives of 
those who had been killed. 

30. Sir Charles Wetherell addressed the 
house of lords for three hours, objectihg 
to the principle and provisions of the (Cor- 
poration Reform Bill, and also to the 
report of the commissioners on which the 
bdl was founded. He resumed hts ad- 
dress on the following day, and was se- 
conded by a two days’ sj)eech from Air. 
Kuight. After they had concluded, lord 
MellHiurne, in answer to the duke ot Nt*w- 
castlc, intimated that ho wnuld object to 
hear evidence in support of the arguments 
ol counsel. The tluke then remonstrated, 
threatening to impeach the prime minister ; 
upon which he was reminded that an 
impeachment could only originate in the 
commons. Ultimately the lords deter- 
mined to hear evidence, hut the. witnessis 
being chiefly interested piuties. town- 
clerks, uiul others connected with coTpu- 
rations, the house, Aug. 8, came to an 
.‘iiiangement by wliich iheir examinations 
were coneb^ded. 
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4. A warm debate in the commons 
on Mr. Hume moving eleven resolutions 
condemnatory of the introduction of Orange 
lodges into the army, and of the alleged 
coiiiluct of the duke of Ciimberlaiid in 
having, on various occasions, in his capa- 
city of grand-master, issued warrants for 
the formation of such lodges. Discussion 
resumed on the 11th, and a committee 
appointed to inquire into the Orange 
lodges of Kuglaiid. 

Violations ok the French Charter. 
— The French ministry seized the oppor- 
tunity afforded by the crime of Fieschi 
to strengthen the executive power. Al- 
though it w'us soon ascertained that the 
assassin WtTs unconnected with any [Hilitical 
confederacy, the alarm and horror his 
atrocious attempt occasioned afforded, like 
the treasonable attack on the |)erson of 
George 111. in 179t), a convenient and 
plausible pretext for destroying the valuable 
safeguards of popular liberty. On the 
4th the subject was introduced to the 
chamber of deputies by the president of 
the council, the duke de Broglio. He 
said that France, during the last five 
years, had enjoy e<l the utmost prosperity 
in a state of constant alarm and dis- 
quietude, Factious, though subdued, 
still existed in secret ; each day disclosed 
the evil worked by them and the disastrous 
traces of their passage. An inveterate 
hatred of the existing order, a determi- 
nation to overthrow it at any sacrifice, 
were still to he found in the ranks of a 
minority which, though vanquished, was 
not submissive. Respect lor the laws was 
undermined, the character of the sovereign 
of their choice was unceasingly assailed, 
liis life was hourly threatened, and society 
since 1^30, in the entire absence of all 
foreign danger and menace, had exhibited 
nothing mure than a pnitracted revolu- 
tionary crisis. For meeting these cala- 
mities the minister proposed a series of 
severe fwid arbitrary laws for the preven- 
tion and pnnishineiit of state crimes and 
attempts at revolution. Tiie first of these 
laws was directed wholly against the press, 
of the dangerous fanaticism and profound 
immorality <>f which the duke complained 
in strong terms, though he did nut ex- 
pressly identify any part of the press with 
Ficschi*s att> mpt. M. Persil, the minister 
of Justice, went farther than the duke 
anci frankly avowed that the government 
was resolved that neither a republican nor 
Carlist press should exist, fur . existeuce 
of such a press was incompatible with the 
very principle of the government. Three 
htlU were introduced, and the following 
are the important claus4‘s of that directed 
against the press, and which at once 
•auihilatesali free priming: — Art, 1, Any 


one found guilty of an offence against the 
person of the king, by any mode of pub- 
lication whatever, to be punished with 
imprisonment and fine of from 400/. to 
2000/. 2. For ridiculing the person or 

authority of the king, from six months to 
five years in prison — fine 20/. to 400/, The 
offender moreover to be deprived of the 
whole or part of the civil rights mentioned 
in article 42 of the penal code, for the 
entire duration of his penalty, and for a 
term equal to that of the imprisonment to 
which he may have been condeinr.Ml, 
The rights hereby suspended are the rights 
of electing or being elected, the right of 
holding any public or administrative otfice, 
of serving as a juryman, of giving evidence 
in a court of justice, of acting as tutor or 
curator to minors. 3. For mentioning 
or even alluding to the name of the kmg in 
any disquisition upon the acts of govern- 
ment, imprisonment from one month to a 
year, and a fine of from 20/. to 2UU/. 
4. To reflect in writing upon the form and 
principle of the king’s government, or ti) 
put forth any direct or indirect provocation 
to change them, is* high treason, to be 
punished by detention (unlimited) and 
fine of from 400/. to 2000/. 5, Whosoever 
shall publicly avov* himself a repubiivnn. or 
suggest a wish, hope, or threat, that tl.e 
government ought to assume that form, to 
be imprisoned from six mouths to five 
years, and fined from 20/. to 400/. 0. Simi- 
lar denunciations against all who profess 
themselves Carlists. 7. A journal coii' 
victed twice to be fineil doubly, and evi u 
four times ihe nmoimt for every succeeding 
oflence. 8. Any editor opening subscrip- 
tions to pay off A FINK, to he imprisoned for 
that oflence from one month to one year, 
and fined from 20/. to 200/. 9. Forbids 
publishing the names of jurors, either 
before or after political trials. 10. Kvery 
gerant, or responsible editor, must sign 
each number of his paper. 11. Refusing 
to insert government contradictions oi 
statements (being previously paid) — Im- 
prisoiunent one month to a year, and fine 
from 20/. to 200/. 12. Kelusing to dis- 

close the name of the author of any incnl- 
pnted article, imprisonment for thatofieiiee 
alone, from a month to a year, and fine 
from 40/. to 200/. 14. No engravmih 

drawing, lithographic print, or emblnn cf 
any description, to be published, expose , 
or sold, without the licence, in ^ 

the minister of the interior, and in the 
departments of the prefect— fine / 

to 40/. and imprisonment. I 5 ih a^d lb 
Articles prohibit, under like punishnien 
the establishment of a theatre, or the ijer 
forma uce of any theatrical piece, witnou 
cence from the same authorities. 
the maineuactmeuti of this French 
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hilL Tliorc «re 21 more articles, chiefly 
of' a technical nature, hut some of them 
are rlevise(f lo give the law-officers of the 
crown an advantage over the defendant, 
and narrow the right of appeal to the 
Court of Cassation. The second bill at- 
tacks trial by jury. By the existing law, 
a verdict of guilty could not be returned, 
unless two-thirds of the jury, eight out of 
twelve, concurred in it. The new bill 
provides that an absolute majority, seven 
to five, is sufficient, and, to protect the 
jurors from popular influence, allows them 
to vote by ballot. The same bill gives an 
arbitrary power of imprisonment in any 
place not in the continental territory of 
the kingdom ; under which a Parisian 
editor might be ])unished with incarcera- 
tion in a French West India island, or in 
a dungeon on the coast of Africa. The 
third bill makes alterations in the pro- 
ceedings of the courts of assize. It em- 
powers the minister of justice to form as 
many of them as may be necessary for 
proceeding simultancou>ly against accused 
parties, and is equivalent to our special 
commission issued in public emergencies. 
It also prescribes the course to be adopted 
by the tribunals in the treatment of con- 
tumacious prisoners who refuse to plead, 
misconduct themselves, or insult the court, 
as ill the lucent political trials {May r>). 
These tremendous bills met with a warm, 
but not successful, opposition in either 
chamber. The first hill, carried by a 
majority, in the deputies, uf ‘224 to 
120, was that relating to jury-trial. 
Its chief opponent was M. Arago, the 
mathematician, who tried to deinonstrafe 
arithmetically that there was less liability 
of eiror when iinaiiiinity or a large major- 
ity was essential to a criminal verdict, lie 
argued thus : — “ The judgment of man is 
butu probability, and probabilities are de- 
termined by number. If a venlict is re- 
solved upon by ten men out of twelve, 
there is a greater probability that it will 
he a just verdict than if it hud been pro- 
nounced by seven in twelve. The degree 
of certainty in a judgment is in direct 
proportion to the number of judges who 
have delivered it,” The mode of secret 
voting was left to be regulated by a royal 
ordinance. The assize bill was carried by 
a still larger majority than the jury bill, 
r he bill against the liberty of the press 
most pertinaciously resisted, and 
"IM. Dupin and Royer Collard— the last, 
considered the father of the doctrinaire 
>umi8try, by whom it had been introduced 
strenuously condemned some of its 
clauses. That rendering offences of the 
press, like offhneeg against the state, cog- 
uizaule by the chamber of |»eer8 — itself, a 
'>ue-si(led political tribunal — woueluiyueiit- 


ly, hut unavailing! y, denounced. In ono 
respect, the press hill was made more 
severe. Under the existing law, the cau- 
tionary deposit from a daily newspaper, 
published in Paris, is 2000/. This was 
raised to 4000/., with reductions to the 
provincial journals proportioned to their 
distance from the capital ; and an amount 
of security was required, to meet costs and 
damages in prosecutions, not easily ob- 
tained by literary or political speculators 
in France. All the new laws had passed 
through their different stages early in Sep- 
tember. The press bill was carried in the 
peers on the 9ih, as brought from the de- 
puties, by a majority of 101 to 20. On the 
11th the chambers were prorogued, and, 
as a suitable auxiliary to their proceedings, 
there appeared at the same time u royal 
ordinance, creating thirty new peers, all of 
them, with hardly an exception, dependant 
on the government. The destruction of 
the constitutional charter, wliich Uharles 
X. was hurled from the throne for attempt- 
ing, Louis Philip, under more favourable 
circumstances, triumphantly consummated, 
almost without eliciting a single p.opular 
expression of disapproval. Some petitions 
were got up in the departments against 
the press law, but, generally speaking, 
the French evinced either total indiffer- 
ence or lukewarm zeal against this arbi- 
trary inroad on their lately conquered liber- 
ties. Ill Paris this apathy was decidedly 
more obvious than in the country, and the 
citizens, shrugging up their shoulders^ 
sought amusement in their political hil- 
miliation, by giving a name to tlie new 
code of laws derived from the criminal in 
whom they ostensibly originated, calling 
them I €9 lois Fieschi ! 

l\, Belgium chambers met. By 
the new elections of one half the deputies, 
wliich took place in June, the liberals had 
rather gained on the ministerialists. Their 
deliberations were chiefly directed to ilie 
protecting the country from becoming the 
uncontrolled receptacle of political agita- 
tors from France and Germany, by an 
alien act, and the cotton manufactures, by 
means of higher prohibitory duties. The 
latter was opposed, as being likely to call 
forth retaliatory measures funn France; 
Switzerland, and Prussia. But the scheino 
of imposing higher duties, as well as that 
for establishing a control over foreigners, 
were both adopted by the legislature. 

M. Mr. Spring Rice made his annual 
financial statement. Having given an ac- 
count of the receipts and ex]ieMditure of 
the past year, he calculated that, alter pay- 
ing the interest of the VVest India loan, 
no greater surplus than Iruin 1 jt>,000/. to 
200,000/. could be safely counted upon for 
the year for which provision had been 
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Tnadc. He, therefore, could not venture 
to propose any further repeal of taxation 
than a reduction of certain of the duties on 
glass and on spirit licences. 

19. Colonel Fairman, secretary to the 
Orange society, being brought to the bar 
of the commons, was informed by the 
speaker that he was bound to produce to a 
committee of the house the correspondence- 
book in his possession, which the com- 
mittee ha<i required of him. The subject 
Was resumed on the 20th, and, the colonel 
persisting in his refusal, the speaker is- 
sued a warrant for his apprehension, the 
execution of which the colonel defeated by 
absconding. Long discussions ensued on 
the right of the commons to search fur 
papers ill the possession of private indivi- 
duals. 

Sepi. 5. A dinner given to lord Auck- 
land, at the Albion tavern, by the directors 
of the East India Company, previously to 
his lor«!ship setting out fur India as go- 
vernor-general. 

8. \ musical festival commenced at 

York, which was continued for several 
successive days. Among the most distin- 
guished of the visitors on this occasion 
were the duchess of Kent, princess Victo- 
ria. duke and duchess of Northumberland, 
earls (.‘awdor, Fitzwilliam, lords Milton 


of pay. Seamen are allowed to j^rovide 
substitutes, and are entitled to certificates 
of protection for two years, at the expira- 
tion of their terms of service. While it 
was thought a hazardous experiment to 
abolish the prerogative right of naval im- 
pressment, it is expected that the exercise 
of this power will seldom be recpiisite ex- 
cept on sudden and pressing occasions, 
under the inducements oifered voluntarily 
to enter the king’s service. 

Our antiquated patent lawe had lung 
been a subject of complaint, and an obsi.i- 
cle to the promulgation of useful disco, 
veries and inventions. An act was franud 
and passed, under the auspices of lord 
Brougham, for removing some of tlieir 
more obvious and glaring defects. One 
grievance of the old system was the de- 
.struction of all right to a patent, which 
resulted from an inadvertent claim put in 
to any part of an invention that might 
not actually be new, although that circum- 
stance should be unknown to the inventor; 
and even although the part claimed 
should be a small and unessential portion 
of the new invention. This defect is oli. 

I viated, and a patentee who finds he has 
been anticipated in some ptiition of his 
invention may disclaim that portion, and 
still retain his exclusive privilege in the 


and Morpeth. 

10. C.iptain Back and his companions ar- 
rived at Liverpool, from their jierilous Arctic 
land expedition. Tlie gallant officer and 
his companions visited the Great Fish 
liver, and examined its source to the l^olar 
Seas. 

\ dinner given to captain llindmarsh 
at the Albion Tavern, as the governor of 
the newly-founded colony of South Aus- 
tralia. Colonel Torrens in the chair. 

10. PiioRotiATioM OF Parliamf.nt. — ^T hc* 
king came in person to prorogue parlia- 
ment after a toilsome and unusually pro- 
tracted session. The great legislative 
performance of the year was the reform of 
the English municipal corporations, of 
which a notice has been already given. 
There were other statutes jiasscd, effecting 
salutary amendments and of great national 
importance. Among these, were the acts 
framed by sir James Graham for the im- 
provement of the naval code, and thereby 
increasing oiu naval power; first, by an 
act for amending and cooaolidating the 
laws relative to mercha' t-seamen, and for 
est ablishing a regtitry of all the men en- 
gaged in the merchant service ; and second- 
ly by an act, the object of which is to enwu- 
rage the voluntary enliitment of seamen into 
the royal navy, by limiting the petiod of ser- 
vice to five years ; unless in case of special 
emerge iic 5 % when they may bo detained 
t*ix montlui longer, with one-fourth increase 


remaiiiuer. If a patentee have reprtj- 
duced some old invention, believing hiiu- 
self to be the inventor, a power is vesti-d 
in the crown to continue the patent to liie 
patentee, when it appears that the inveiiti(»ii 
had not been publicly and generally umm' 
A patentee is pmtected from vexatiout: 
actions questioning the validity of his pa- 
tent, the certificate of the judge who tried 
one action operating as a bar to future 
suits. Lastly an important advantage is 
given by the power vested in the crown, of 
extending, on the recommendation of the 
privy council, the term of a patent from 
f.mrteen to twenty-one years. Under the 
old law a valuable patent often expired 
I just about the time the difficulties attend- 
ing its fiist introduction had been siir- 
inuiii.ted, and it was beginning to be 
profitable to the invenJor. Thin was the 
ca«e with the improvements of Watt on 
the hteuin-engine, which, from prejudice 
ainl other causes, were hardly in geiu iuj 
use when his exclusive privilege had 
ceased. 

Other legislative measures carried dur- 
ing the session were the following** 

Limitation of the duration ol the poij 
10 one <Uy, in borough elections, m 
England and Scotland. 

Kglablishing a copyright in . 

Abolishing in Scotland impruunmtnt 
for debt for etnall lums* 
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Consolidating offices of receiver-general 
and comptroller in the stamp-duties, 
with the like offices in the land and 
assessed taxes. 

Amending the highway laws. 

Empowering the substitution of decla- 
rations in lieu of oaths, in the Trea- 
sury, in the universities of Oxford 
and Cambridge, and in the bank of 
England. 

Facilitates intercourse with foreign 
parts by regulating the postage oi 
fetters. 

Regulates the conveyance of colonial 
l)ussengers. 

Dfuth-punishment abolished for letter- 
stealing and sacrilege. 

Linen an<l hempen manufacture of 

• Ireland regulated. 

Prevents vexatious removal of indict- 


receive the royal assent, it might become 
law without the concurrence oi the peers, 
Mr. Kippon gave notice of a motion to re- 
move the bishops from the legislature, and 
Mr. iiume indignantly denounced the 
ceremonial observances which prevailed 
between the two houses. At a conference 
the members of the commons are obliged 
to stand with their hats off, while the peers 
are covered and seated. The whole pro- 
ceeding on such occasions is seldom more 
than the exchange of two pieces of 
paper, oral discussion nut being permitted. 
It was, he said, a perfect mockery, like 
everything else connected with the other 
house. On the rising of parliament, Mr. 
O'Connell set forth on a mission to proba> 
gate reform doctrines among the presbyte- 
riaus of Scotland. He received dinners at 
Manchesier, Newcastle, Edinburgh, and 


meiits into the court of King's Bench, 
and extends provisions for taking bail 
ill cases of felony. 

Inspectors of prisons appointed, and 
greater uniformity of practice intro- 
duced ill the prison regulations of 
England and Wales. 

Statutes for the enforcement of imi- 
forinity in weights and measures 
consolidated and improved. 

The number of private bills that re- 
ceived the royal assent was 160, namely, 
4 agriculture ; 3 companies ; 42 iinpruve- 
imnts of towns and districts; 33 roads; 
18 railways ; 4 canals ; 1 river ; 10 naviga- 
tion ; 44 private regulation. The private 
bills passed exceeded those of 1834 by 
eighteen. 

Kkkouai ov tiik House of Lords. — 
The alterations made by the lords in the 
municipal corporations bill, their refusal 
to pass the Irish church bill with the ap- 
I'ropriation clause, their rejection of the 
Jlublin police and other bills that had 
passed the commons, rendered them au^ 
object of pointed attack by the radical or 
movement party. £xp,erience during the 
last two years, it was contended, had amply 
shown the necessity of reform, and of assi- 
milating the upper to the lower house in 
spirit, practice, and constitution. The sub- 
ject was agitated by the public press, dis- 
cussed at public meetings, and, towards the 
close of the parliamentary session, even in 
the house of commons. On the occasion of 
presenting one of several petitions that 
had been got up for a reform of the lords’ 
house, Mr. Roeouck intimated his inten- 
tion next session of moving to bring in a 
hill for taking away the veto possessed by 
the lords on all measures of legislation, 
substituting for it a suspensive power; 
that, if a bill rejected by the lords should 
P'^SB the commons a second time, and 


Glasgow, and in eloquent and vehement 
harangues denounced the hereditary legis- 
lators as the great obstructives of whole- 
some legislation. He carefully guarded 
himself, however, against being considered 
the advocate of one chamber of legislation : 
he contended lor the reform, not the abo- 
lition, of the lords. His popularity, and 
the fascinations of his oratory, attracted 
everywhere a numerous audience ; but ge- 
nerally the middle classes kept alooL and 
seemed not prepared to countenance his 
project for converting the peerage into an 
elective assembly. 

Sept. 14. M. Meiidirabal authoristd by 
the queen-regent of Spain to form a cabi- 
net. Much was anticipated from the 
appointment of the new prune minister, 
who enjoyed a reputation in Spain and 
Portugal for great energy and firmness 
amidst ilifficuities and dangers ; and to him 
Spain looked to put a stop to the progress 
of anarchy. Mendizabal was well known 
in London, where he had latterly resided, 
as the financial agent of Portugal, anti 
had essentially contributed to the esta- 
blishment of the constitutional govern- 
ment of Donna Maria in that kingdom. 
He proposed to give a more liberal cha- 
racter to the regent's government, and to 
interest the masses in its support by a new 
electoral law, and giving greater liberty 
to the press. 

Oct, 1. New Constitution ov I^en- 
makk. — A n unexpected cliauge has taken 
place in the government of this kingdom. 
From the middle of the 17th century Den- 
mark had been governed by a system of 
absolute power, voluntarily established by 
the population itself. She had possessed 
her estates, like the other conmiimities of 
the north, and her commonerH formed a 
constituent part of these estates. Irritated 
by the insolence, and desirous to 
protection against the oppressions, ol the 
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nobility, the commons joined the crown in 
1660, and formal Iv abro^^ated the estates, 
placing all power m the hands of the king. 
Since that time the Danes bad been go- 
verned by an absolute monarch, and so 
governed that they liad evinced no desire 
for any change in their institutions. In 
the course of the present year the king 
voluntarily created a representative body, 
under the name of the royal council, which 
assembled for theiirst time at Copenhagen 
on the 1st iust. The royal commissioner, 
in his opening address, commented on the 
new constitution that had been granted. 
His majesty had ordained that certain 
men, freely chosen by their fellow-subjects, 
should assemble at stated periods in order 
to deliberate on the interests of the coun- 
try, preparatory to ihe framing of the royal 
decrees relative to those interests. The 
propriety of calling to such deliberations 
none but men independent in circum- 
stances, and whose interests attach them 
to the principle of public order* induced 
the king to make landed profierty the basis 
of eligibility. The electoral system is 
alleged to rest on a broader basis than in 
some other countries reckoned constitu- 
tional. Leaseholders are qualitied to vote 
for members of the council, ami are even 
qualitied to he chosen representatives. 
The object of the landed qualiticution is to 
produce a rural representation that may 
counterbalance that of the cities. The 
deputies are chosen by direct election, 
contrary to the practice of France and 
Spain, where the primitive electors name 
other electors, who ultimately elect the 
representatives. The representative cham- 
ber freely elects its president or speaker. 
Such are the leading points in the mugna 
charia that the Danish monarch has 
vouchsafed to his subjects, and which is 
declared to have been an unsolicited and 
spontaneous emanation of the royal will, 
l/enmark has thus passed without a strug- 
gle from an arbitrary to a constitutional 
monarchy, and exhibited in her history 
the singular spectacle of a voluntary sur- 
render of her liberties to the sovereign, 
who, after holding them 175 years, with 
the entire satisfaction of all parties, again 
restore<l unasked the boon to the people. 

4. This day, though Sunday, was pretty 
generally C( iebrated over the country, in the 
different churches and chapels, as a cente- 
nary of tlie Kefonnation, the printing of 
the first English Biole (that of bishop 
Coverdale) having, as appcc^rs from the 
colophon, been finished on October 4, 
1535. 

1 1 . Their majestieH, attended by a party, 
visited Greenwich, being the anniversary 
of the battle of Camperdowii. A monu- 
ment by Clmtrey, erected under the orders 


of the king, to the memory of sir U. 
Keats, formerly governor of Greeuwicli 
Hospital, was exposed to public view fur 
the first time. 

21. The first stone of the city of Lon- 
don school, Cheapside, on the site of 
Honey-lane market, was laid by lord 
Brougham, in the presence of the commit- 
tee appointed by the common-council to 
superintend the institution, and the officers 
of the corporation. 

27. Karl Gosford, appointed governor- 
in-chief of Canada, and head of the com- 
mission sent out by the British govern- 
ment to investigate and redress the griev- 
ances complained of by the Canadians, 
opened the parliament of Lower Canada 
with a speech, in which lie assured the 
members of his anxiety to compose, if pys- 
sible, the differences by which the colony 
had been for some time agitated. Upon 
those that belonged merely to the adininis- 
trative practice of the Government such 
assurances were given us would probably, if 
the controversy had been confined to these, 
be entirely satisfactory. In regard to the 
constitutional changes demanded by the 
popular party, the language employed by 
his excellency w.is nut so deHnite. 

The Irisli government, in answer to 
many applications, have decided that the 
military or police shall not be permitted 
to aid in the collection of tithes; nor be 
called out iu any case of the enforceinent 
of civil rights by distress, unless their 
presence be rendered neccessary by actual 
riot. 

31. There appeared in the Times of 
to-day a curresjioudence tiiat had taken 
place between Mr. siieriff' Kupliael and Mr. 
O’Connell, relative to the terms of a pecu- 
niary engagement, by which the fornur, 
through the influence of the latter, had 
been returned to {*arliameut for tlie county 
)f Carlow, but had been unseated upon a 
petition. 

The grand review at Kalisch this month, 
on which point troops had been so long 
cuiiceutrating, and which, according to 
some, was to lead to an almost geiicial 
continental war, has passed over as a 
splendid pageantry ; and so has the conler- 
ence of the enqierurs of Russia and Aus- 
tria and the king of Prussia at To])litr>- 

KKaisTRATioN CuuuTs. — The puhlic at- 
jention during the month has been chietly 
occupied witn ihe proceedings ot these 
courts, which have been held throughout 
the country for the annual revision ot the 
registration lists of electors. This year 
the contest of parties has been waged^on 
this arena ^th much more zealous tnor 
and more systematic tactics 
Ibrmer occasion. The objections that havo 
been made to names in tne overscerh 
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have been unusually numerous, and the 
(Ifcisions of the barristers have accordingly 
been watched ill all quarters, as furnishing 
important indications in regard to the re- 
sults of the ultimate struggle at the polling- 
booths, whenever that may come. As 
usual, iu their public organs, both the 
friends of the ministry and their opponents 
profess to have been the gainers — each 
])arty being led to that conclusion as much 
by their wishes and hopes as by anything 
else, and at all events holding it good po- 
licy to keep up the spirits of their adher- 
ents by such representations. The proro- 
gation of piirliament, and the dispersion of 
public men over the country after their 
seven months’ close application in the me- 
tropolis, have also been taken advantage 
of, for the getting up of numerous provin- 
cial ilispliiys in the way of dinner-eating 
aiul speech-mnking. The tone which this 
kind of convivial agitation has taken in- 
dicates anything rather than an approxi- 
mation of the two great contending parties 
in the state. 

JVoo. 10. A public dinner given to lord 
John Russell, at Bristol, on which occa- 
sion a piece of plate, which had been pur- 
chased by subscriptions of a sixpence from 
each person was presented. Lords Se- 
grtive and Ebringtoii, and Mr. Moore, the 
poet, were present, and addressed the 
meeting, 

1 1 . The new commissioners of charities 
appointed under 5 and 6 Wm. 4. c. 71, 
held tlieir first meeting in (ireat George- 
street, lord Brougham (chief commissioner) 
in the cliair. It is expected that this com- 
mission will terminate an inquiry which 
has been in progress since lbl8, ami has 
produced upwards of thirty folio volumes 
of reports. The total annual income of 
the jiiiblic charities already investigated 
appears, from a parliamentary return of this 
year, to amount to 748,178/. exclusive of 
the charities under the chartered com- 
pciiiics of London applicable to education 
and other purposes. 

13. Donna Maria, queen of Portugal, 
has achieved something new in politics. 
She has dismissed and recalled a ministry 
all in one day ! Unable to fo.m a new 
administration, she was compelled to ac- 
cept the services of her former advisers, 
with Saldanha at their head. In a week 
after, Saldanha was a second time dis- 
missed, and marquis LouU appointed prime 
minister. The change was satisfactory 
m the populace and the national guard. 

Portugal and Spain the uUra- 
hberal party is on the advance. 

16. Isabella, queen-regent of Spain, 
opened the cortes in a s^ieech, in which 
she alluded to her choice of M. Meudiza- 
oiuas prime minister, and expmssed her 


confident expectation that, by the exertions 
and policy of the new government, the 
civil war of Spain would be jiut an end to 
and peaco restored to that distracted 
country. There is a persuasion abroad 
that this expectation will be realized ; the 
armies under Mina and other Queenite 
generals have been reinforced. In the 
choice of a president, however, in the lower 
liouse, the Mendizabal ministry was de- 
feated, which indicates jealousy or want 
of contideiice in the new premier. 

27. Hatfield liouse, the seat of the 
marquis of Salisbury, nearly destroyed by 
fire. The dowager marchioness of Saiis- 
buiy. in whose room the fire oiiginated, 
perished in the flames. She was upwards 
of 84 years old, and her head-dress is sup- 
posed to have caught fire while reading or 
writing. 

Inoependbnck ok Texas. — The inha- 
bitants of Texas, aided by adventurers from 
New Orleans, have declared themselves 
independent of the government of Mexico. 
Ill their declaration they accuse general 
Santa Anna and other military chiefs of 
having overthrown, by force of anus, tlie 
federal institutions of Mexico, and dissolved 
the social compact which existed between 
Texas and the other members of the Mexi- 
can confederacy. 

Dec. 2. A meeting of the proprietors 
of the Loudon Univeisity was held, lord 
Brougham in the chair, to consiuer the 
propositions of government respecting the 
grant of a charter. The plan proposed is, 
to iucorporate the university as a college, 
to grant similar charters of incorporation 
to such other educational bodies as may 
hereafter be established in the inetrojxilis, 
and to establish, by charter, a hoard of 
men eminent in literature and science to 
perform the functions of examiners, and 
who will be empowered to grant degrees 
(except degrees in divinity) to candidates 
educated at such chartered colleges j the 
board to lie termed “ The University of Lon- 
don.” After a debate of some length, re- 
solutions were unanimously passed approv- 
ing of the government proposiiions. 

3, A meeting was held at the Freema- 
sons’ Tavern for the purpose of raising 
funds for the support of such clergymen of 
the established church in Ireland as are 
distressed by the non-payment ot their 
tithes. The archbishoji of Canterbury 
was in the chair. The king sent a dona- 
tion of 500/., and nearly 12,000/. were 
stated by the bishop of London to have 
been subscribed up to the close of the 

meeting. .. . , 

6. Marshal Clausel, governor ol Alge- 
ria, accompanied by the duke ol Orleans, 
mastered the town of Mascara, which they 
burned and razed to the ground. Before 
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efiectini^ thli entrance^ they had twice to 
give buttle to Abdel Kader and his Arabs^ 
who fought with determined bravery, and 
were routed only through the superiority 
of the French artillery. 

16. Great fire in New York. The 
number of buildings destroyed is 674, com- 
prising public edihces and ranges oi* spa- 
cious and valuable warehouses. An im- 
mense number of mercantile firms have 
been dislodged, and 2000 persons thrown 
out of employment. The property de- 
stroyed is valued at 20 millions of dollars. 
The fire burned over an area of 52 acres, 
densely built upon, and exclusively devoted 
to coinmercial pursuits. Active measures 
have been adopted by congress and the 
banks, by loans, and an extension of the 
private credit of the merchants, to alleviate 
ihe calamity. 

17. The London court of aldermen 
liaving refused to admit sheriff Solomons 
of their number, as alderman of Aldgate, 
on the ground that he had refused to sub- 
scribe the usual declaration ** on the true 
faith of a Christian'’ his election was set 
aside, and Mr. Humphreys, M.P., was 
chosen. Mr. Solomons is of the Hebrew 
persuasion. 

25. First election of the town-councils 
under the municipal corporations act. 
The result has been a general ejection of 
tlie old boroughrnonger voters, and the 
substitution of members of the liberal 
party. In a few of the smaller boroughs 
a majority of conservatives has been 
chosen ; but in all the great towns, with 
scarcely an exception, the reformers have 
obtained an ascendancy, which places the 
management of affairs entirely in their 
hands. On the declaration, next day, of 
the election of the new counciilors, the 
existing common councils, mayors, and 
uldermcn, who for two centuries had exer- 
cised local power and patronage, went out 
of ofiicc, and their duties and functions for 
ever ceased. 

29. French parliament opened by the 
king. Regret was expressed that the dis- 
pute relative to the American claim (see 
p. 947) had nut yet been settled ; but 
Britain had ofiereil to mediate between 
France and the United States. M. Dupiii 
was re-elect(^d president of the chamber. 
The addre^i on the king’s sjicech was 
carried in the deputies by a majority of 
240 against 67. 

LioHTHOosKfi. — The management of 
lighthouses, and the dues levied on British 
shipping for their maintenance, were ru- 
ported upon last session by a committee 
of the house of commons, it apiiears that 
there are in all lights in the United 
Kingdom, namely 195 pubiic general lights 
on land, and 17 floating lights ; 93 IocmI or 


harbour lights on land, and 4 floating 
lights. Of 134 public general lighthouses, 
55 are held by the Trinity House, 14 by 
private individuals, 25 by commissioners 
of northern lighthouses, and 40 by cum- 
missiouers of the ballast board, Ireland. 
The gross dues collected on these 134 
lighthouses amount to 240,304/., charges 
of collection to 22,135/., expense of main 
tenance to 74,832/., leaving a surplus 
revenue of 142,436/. 

Ihisu Church. — ^The following distrU 
biition of the population of Ireland’ in 
1834, in respect of religion, is derived, by 
Mr. Hamilton (one of the commissioners), 
from the first report of the Commissiuners 
of Ecclesiastical inquiry: — 

Members of the Kstablishcd 

Church 852,004 

Roman Catholics .... 6,427,712 

Presbyterians 642,350 

Other Protestant Dissenters . 21,.SU3 

Total population in parishes . 7,943,940 


State ok France. — KvLMits in this 
country, the i rincipal of which have been 
mentioned, possessed, in the present year, 
unusual interest. After five years of per- 
turbation, amounting almost to anarchy -- 
after a vain struggle to establish a liberty 
incompatible with human passions or exist- 
ing intelligence — France has again been 
compelled to seek tram^uilUty, if not con- 
tentment, under the ascendancy of despotic 
powers. Arbitrary punishments, seciit 
and arbitrary tribunals without appeal, 
have been substituted in place of a finLMl, 
open, and impartial judicial administra- 
tion. The liberty of the jiress, by the able 
exercise of which the throne of the elder 
Bourbon had been overturned, and the 
authority of Louis Philip and his doc- 
trinaire supporters established, has been 
extinguished by the statesmen who most 
profited by its powerful agency, as iiienn- 
sisteiit with civil peace and the stability 
of the new government. 'I'he probleiii ol 
governing mankind by uniform and just 
principles seems solved, and its imprac- 
ticability admitted. For theory, Ficocli 
statesmen have substituted the convictions 
of experience. Knlightened by the past, 
they no longer appeal to an abstract jns- 
tice,ortu its coherence with a preconceived 
system for the vindication of their policy? 
but to its practical efiects on the public 
welfare. At the commencement ot the 
session of 1835 ministers told the chani- 


) look for their sy stem in tiie coiise- 
es it hml evolved,— prosperity at 
, and'^tieoce, resiwct, and influence 

1. '• U »ny man,’’ itw'l M. 
liniitter of the interior, “ h^ 

, ill July, 1830, a revolution will taKe 
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place— "it will subvert a tbrono — and yet j 
for four years nut a scafibld will be erected 
— for f iur years afterwards the country 
will be in security, and not only in the 
enjoyment of peace, but surrounded with 
a cordon of constitutional states — tranquil- 
lity will prevail throughout Europe — the 
national prosperity superior to anything 
known under the Restoration, after fifteen 
years of peace—instead of national bank- 
ruptcy, the deficiency in the revenue 
caused by the Restoration gradually re- 
duced; — had such language been held, 
would it have been credited ? And yet 
these results were not imaginary ; they 
were real and adnaiite.d of incontestable 
proof. In Switzerland, aristocratic go- 
vefiiment had been replaced by popular 
government. The hostile kingdom of the 
Netherlands had been dis^iolved. The 
monkish government uf Ferdinand of 
Spain had been replaced by a constitutional 
monarchy. Don Miguel had been replaced 
on the throne of Portugal by Donna Maria. 
How had these results been accouiplished 
without a war, and with the consent of 
Europe ? — by the wisdom of the ittmis- 
teriai itjstem V' — which, as the minister 
might have been told, was no system at 
all, hut a course of expediency guided by 
shifting circumstances. The internal 
I'rosperity v)f France, which, in the midst 
of all her political changes and conflicts, 
had never paused since the general peace 
of 181 f), was an undoubted fact. The an- 
nual deficiency in her revenue, which in 
l^'iQ amounted to 53,000,000 of francs, 
had lieeii reduced to 21.000,000, and in 
1838 was expected to disappear altogether. 
(Ann, Reg, Ixxvii. 389.) Notwithstanding 
this result, she still failed to present a 

llifrl, 

example of industrial intelligence 
or legislative wisilom. She was still a 
country of anomalies, of monopolies and 
civil inequalities. Her repugnance to a 
free and unrestricted cummorcial inter- 
course with foreigners was hardly less nar- ; 
row and bigoted than that of the Chinese. 
All attempts effectually to reform her cus- 
tom-house tariff, by which her native 
products might be freely exchanged for 
those of other nations on terms of mutual 
oeuefit, had been defeated, either from the 
jwedominance of class interests, or the 
united information of her mercaaiits. 

1 he government itself, like the rapacious 
pasha of Egypt, set the example, and was 
chief monopolist of the community, 
t vvas the solo and exclusive salesman of 
^macco to the peoph*. All the tobacco 
J?rown lu France is bought exclusively and 
I out competition by the government, at 
ow price, and sold at its 

n arbitrary price to the consumer, 

monopoly waa introduced by Napo- 


leon, who, in his wild crusade against Bri- 
tish commerce, sought to render France 
independent of external products. It has 
been repeatedly assailed by the opposition, 
but the exclusive privilege is too profitable 
to be hastily abandoned. Undei the exist- 
ing law the monopoly would have expired, 
Jan. 1, 1837, had not ministers in 1835 in- 
troduced a bill to continue it five years 
longer. The finance minister, who had 
been its enemy when not in office, defend- 
ed the proposal, principally on the ground 
tlmt the monopoly yields a yearly revenue 
of 2,000,000/., which could not be replaced 
without other imposts that would tall hea. 
vily on the country. Several ministerial 
deputies opposed the measure, which was 
only carried by a small majority. The 
lepresentative, no less than the commercial 
system of France, is unjust and exclusive, 
and a cry has been raised, that must ulti- 
mately command attention, for parliament^ 
ttrtj refamu Compared with the wealth 
and population of the kingdom, the elect- 
oral body is too limited in numbers to 
embody, and proportionately sustain in the 
legislature, all interests. Previous to the 
revolution of 1830 the elective franchise 
was confined to individuals paying an an- 
nual amount of contribution of 300 francs. 
(12/.) This qualification, applied to a 
population of 32 millions, yielded a num- 
ber of electors which never fell below 
80,000, and never exceeded 100,000. In 
modifying the charter after the expulsion 
of Charlep X,, the qualification was re- 
duced to 200 francs, or 8/. In conse- 
quence of this reduction, the number of 
electors rose to 280,000. Even this num- 
ber appears an inadequate guarantee of 
elective independence, in so popuhms, 
rich, and flourishing a community ; but it 
has been since reduced to 180,000, by the 
operation of the law of inheritance — a 
cause of diminution that operates simul- 
taneously with human mortality. By this 
law, which tenders compulsory the equal 
partition of a man’s landed estate among 
his children, the division of property is 
incessantly going on. The land tax aver- 
ages per cent. An estate of about 
2000 francs a- year giving a qualification 
for the land-tax amounts to 200 trancs. 
On the death of the proprietor, however, 
unless he leaves only one child, the qualifi- 
cation is at an end, for, when divided even 
among two, each pays only 100 francs. 
Thus individuals are constantly being 
thrown, as it were, out of the pale of the 
constitution. Some idea may be foimed 
„f tho emet of this vrocess, >' •» 

considered that no lewer than 10,-00,000 
distinct properties in land were registered 
as payinB land-tax. Of the whole number 
there were not 1000 that paid 5000 francs. 
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affonling^ decisive evidence of the absence 
of f^reat territorial accumulation. The cii- 
iniiiutive number ot* electors has affected 
the independence of the representative 
chamber. With only 180,000 electors 
the electoral colleges have become, like the 
nomination boroughs of England before 
the passing of the Rufokm Act, select 
bodies extremely susceptible of private, 
and still more of government influence. 
The existing chamber, elected in 1834, 
contained ‘200 members who were govern- 
ment functionaries, twodhirds of them 
being removable at pleasure; while the 
remaining third served not indeed under 
the fear of dismissal, but the hope of pro- 
motion. It is impossible this restriction 
of the franchise can pass unchallenged 
in a country still enamoured with republi- 
can institutions, and especially under a 
dynasty deriving its elevation from the 
popular suffiuges. Accordingly in the 
late session numerous petitions were pre- 
sented praying for reform, but they were 
not agreed in the objects of their prayers; 
and, moreover, seemed to speak the sen- 
timents of a party, whose views went fur- 
ther than a fair and efficient represen- 
tation. Some of them prayed for direct 
election and universal suffrage ; others for 
indirect election* but universal suffrage, 
in the primary electors ; others for the 
abolition of the money qualification of the 
members ; and others for the payment of 
wages to the deputies. The committee, to 
whom the petitions had been^ referred, 
unanimously proposed to the chamber to 
put them aside by passing to the order 
of the day, on the ground that France 
possessed too many elements of discord to 
allow of the electoral system being modi- 
fied without danger. In this conclusion 
they are supported by the acquiescence of 
the middle ranks, who, embodied in the 
national guard, constitute the strength and 
safeguard of the community. Even the 
arbitrary laws of last summer (see 
4) were so opportunely introduced, and 
!^o plausibly justified, that they passed 
without rousing any manifestation of ge- 
neral dislike. The industrious and profit- 
loving Bourgeois have certainly had 
changes enough — they want peace at 
home and abroad, and to be allowed to 
earn and eat their bread in tranquillity. 
Alarmed and wer ried by the never-ending 
emeutes, and often sanguinary broils of 
Paris and Lyons, they are willing to pur- 
chase quiet and security at the expense 
of a democratic liberty, which, if not se- 
minal and anarchical, is transitory, as the 
successive tyrannies of Robespierre and 
Buonaparte, based on popular ignorance 
and extravagance* have too painfully at- 
tested, The closing year, however, though 


disastrous, has not been all loss and no 
gain to constitutional freedom. A bill 
passed during the session to fix and regu- 
late fninistfriai responsibility. It proviil^'s 
that no act emanating from the king in 
his royal capacity can be executed except 
under the responsibility of a minister, and 
whoever puts such an act in execution 
when not countersigned by a minister, is 
personally responsible. Each n>inister is 
made personally responsible for the acts 
countersigned by him, and all of them are 
made collectively responsible for the gene- 
ral measures of government in which they 
have taken a part. Thus a guarantee uf 
official conduct is secured, that only vagite- 
•y or constructively exists in the British 
constitution. 

Germany. — In this country has risen a 
new school of reformers in politics, litera 
ture, and morals. They are poets and no- 
velists, no less than publicists. Under the 
appellation of Young Germany, or 
‘‘ Young Literature,” they advocate the su- 
premacy of reason to custom, of talent to 
hereditary privileges. The chief promul- 
gators of these opinions have already 
become the victims of persecution, and 
compelled to seek refuge in France and 
Belgium. Their writings weredenouiictd 
by a decree of the diet, which declaiiMl, 
that their manifest tendency was to de- 
stroy in the most aiidaciiuis manner tlu* 
Christian religion, degrade the actual 
relations of society, and extinguish all 
education and morality.” All the govern- 
ments, therefore, engaged to enforce in 
their full rigour the laws of the different 
states against the authors and publishers 
of such work9, and to prevent their circu- 
lation by sale, circulating libraries, or other- 
wise. The decree set forth by name the 
leading authors of the obnoxious doctrines, 

namely Heine, Gutzkow, Laube, Muiult, 
and men burg. 

Litrratitke — Russia. — According to a 
report from the board of censors for foreipi 
publications, 300,UU0 volumes of books in 
foreign languages were imported into the 
Russian dominions during the j ear 18.34 ; 
this is nearly 29,000 more than in the 
year preceding. There appeared under 
the cognizance of the board of censors t‘'^‘ 
the home department 728 original works, 
and 116 translations, which give a total «1 
844 new publications in the Russian lan- 
guage. The same board sanctioned the 
appearance of 48 newspapers. Lust year 
the ministry of public instruction sanction- 
ed the printing of i 13,200 copies of school' 
books of various descriptions ; and in the 
same interval 9^additional public schools^ 
including the university of St. Vladimn, 
at Kief, were opened. . 

Wkioiits and MBASiTRBS.-After xepea 
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fc(i lei^Ulative attemptg; the arduoua un- 
dertaking of establishing an invariable and 
uniform standard of weights and measures 
throughout the United Kingdom, appeared 
in the present year to be accomplished. 
In 1824 an imperial standard yard, pound, 
gallon, and bushel were fixed, and the 
principle laid down on which they might 
t)e renewed if lost or destroyed. The old 
wine-gallon of 231 cubic inches ; the ale 
and beer-gallon, 282 inches ; the old curn- 
gdllou, 268} inches, are abolished ; and the 
imperial gallon, of rather more than 277{ 
cubic inches, and holding ten pounds avoir- 
dupois weight of distilled water weighed 
ill air at 62 degrees of Fahrenheit, the 
barometer being at 30 inches, is substi- 
tuted. The act commenced Jan. 1, 1826, 
but, though useful in gradually accustom- 
ing the public to a new system, it failed, 
during the nine years of its operation, to 
effect general uniformity in practice. This 
has been enforced by the statutes of 1834 
and 183'), and all local weights and mea- 
sures, other than that of the imperial 
standard, are prohibited. The custom of 
selling goods by heaped measure; that is, 
by heaping them up in the form of a cone 
above the lirim, is prohibited ; and they 
must now be sold by the bushel filled to 
the level of the brim, or by weight ; coals 
must he sold by weight only. The pre- 
viously uncertain quantity of a sione^ is 
fixed at 14 pounds, and eight stone the 
hundred weight. All articles must he 
sold by tlie imperial pound except gold, 
silver, platinn, or precious stones, which 
may be sold by troy weight. Weights 
must be made of brass or iron ; the use of 
lead, pewter, or ether soft nietul, being pro- 
hibited, because of the facility they afford 
for fraud, and the diminution they sjieedily 
undi'i-go from abrasion. One omission has 
been pointed «Mit in the present measure, 
in its not having fixed the ratio between 
the diamrter and depth of the bushel. A 
shallow bushel, of equal cubic capacity 
with a deeper, holds less corn or other ar- 
ticle that lies more or less close towards 
the h.oitom, according to the pressure of 
the column above. 

Annuat. Oiutuauy. — At Paris, M. 
Dupuytren, 57, the eloquent professor ol 
surgi ry at the Hotel Dieu. He left his 
daughter a fortune of nearly 7,000,000 ol 
francs ; 1,200,000 francs to found a pro- 
lessorship of medico-chirtirgical pathology, 
and 300.000 francs for an asylum for 
twelve superannuated medical men. In 
the Hegent’s Park, Henry David Inglis, 
40, author of several books of travels in 
Sweden, the Tyrol, Spain, and Ireland. 
Mr. Inglis was a native of Scotland, the 
only sou of a barrister, and his maternal 
gTondmother was the daughter of the cele- 


brated colonel Gardiner, who fell at Pres- 
ton Pans. At Dorchester, Richard Sharp, 
F.R.S., 76, a gentleman well known in 
the litera^ world as “ Conversation 
Sharp.” Though extensively engaged in 
commerce, in which he accumulated a 
large fortune, Mr. Sharp possessed a very 
correct taste in literature, and a small 
volume of Essays he left behind him are 
remarkable for sense and judgment. In St. 
George's fields, William Henry Ireland, 
better known as ** Shakspeare Ireland,” 
who was the author of several novels and 
a history of Napoleon, but the works that 
will longest preserve his memory are 
the celebrated forgeries of the bard of 
Avon. (See p. 597.) Captain Kater, 58, 
an able mathematician, who assisted 
colonel Lambton in his trigonometrical 
survey of India, and who co-opeiated in 
establishing the imperial standard of 
weights and measures. John Pitt, earl of 
Chatham, 80 ; son cf the first and brother 
of the second William Pitt : the title and 
pension are extinct. Thomas Pringle, 46, 
secretary to the Auti-Slavery Society, and 
editor of Btacku'ootVs Magazme during the 
first six months of its existence. At 
Clapham, Mrs. Elizabeth Cook. 94, widow 
of the celebrated circumnavigator. At his 
seat, Isle of Wight, John Nash, 83, archi- 
tect of the pavilion at Brighton and of 
Buckingham Palace, and the planner of 
Regent-street and Regent’s Park. In the 
last he had recourse to the system origin- 
ated by Wood of Bath, of uniting several 
separate dwellings in a single facade, and 
is a favourable specimen of his abilities. 
At Dublin, Mrs. liemans, a much-admired 
poetess, who first began to be generally 
known by her scattered lyrics, which ap- 
peared in the New Monthly Magazine, 
then under the direction of Campbell. 
William Smith, late M. P. for Norwich, 
79, forty-six years in parliament, and the 
leading advocate of the dissenters. Dr. 
Pughe, 76, Welsh lexicogiajjher, who 
translated Miltun’s Paradise Lost*’ into 
the ancient British language. James 
Denison, 75, founder of the commercial 
travellers’ society. Joseph Todd, late of 
Fore-street. 68 ; he commenced business 
as a haberdasher in 1793 with very small 
means, and retired in 1822 with a iortime 
of nearly a million sterling. In Fleet- 
street, Edward Trmighton, 81, discoverer 
of an ingenious mode of graduating ma- 
thematical instruments, for which in 1809 
he received the Copley medal. Henry 
O'Brien, 27, author of «n ingenious disser- 
tation on the Round Towers ot Iielaiid. 
Michael Thomas Sadler, 58, a merchant 
of Leeds, who, in 1829, on the Newcastle 
interest m Newark, was returned to parlia- 
ment, where he distinguished himself by 
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au eloquent oration against the catholic 
claims. Mr Sadler was educated at 
Rome, and intended for a learned profes- 
sion. He was the author of a work on 
Ireland, and another, in which he tried to 
impugn the Malthusian principle of popu- 
lation. Dr. Brinkley, Bishop of Cloyiie, 
72, an able mathematician, who is sup- 
posed in 1814 to have discovered the 
parallax of the fixed stars. At Paris, sig- 
nor Bellini, 29, composer of I Puritani, &c. 
At Paris, Don Telesforo do Trueba, 30, 
author of several dramas in French, Spa- 
nish, and English ; and among them the 
popular farce of ‘^Call again to-morrow.” 
Trtiehawas also a contributor to the Me- 
tropolitan Magazine and other periodicals. 
At Edinburgh, Sir John Sinclair, 82, late 
cashier of the excise, and a voluminous 
writer on statistics and agriculture. 

A.D. 1s36. Prosi'kuols State of the 
Kinguom. — At the close of the past and 
comiiienceiiient of the present year, the 
United Kingdom exhibited unusual signs 
of internal contentment and general pros- 
perity. With the excejition of partial de- 
ressioti in agriculture, all the great 
ranches of national industry were un- 
usually prosperous. In the great clothing 
districts of Yorkshire and Lancashire the 
times were never known to be more fa- 
vourable. In spite of the great develop- 
ment of the cotton-trade, it still continued 
to expand, and its utmost bounds seemed 
illimitable. It was the same with the 
woollen manufacture of Leeds and. Hud- 
deisfield, the htuff manufacture of Brad- 
ford and Halifax, the linen manufacture 
of Barnsley and Knaresborough, the 
blanket and flannel manufactures of 
Dewsbury and Rochdale, they were all 
thriving. Even in the silk trade of Mac- 
clesfield, Coventry, and Spitallields, there 
weie no complaints ; no more than in the 
hosiery and lace trades of Nottingham, 
Derby, and Leicester. The potteries of 
Staifordshire continued prosiierous, and 
the iion trade, in all its briinches, was un- 
usually flourishing. While manufacturing 
industry was in a state of energetic ac- 
tivity in the interior of the kingdom, it is 
almost supenfluous to remark, that the 
shipowners in the outports of London, 
Liverpool, Bristol, Glasgow, and^ Hull, 
were not quiescent. One fact testifies to 
the prosperous!. ^“is of commerce and exist- 
ence of mercantile confidence, namely, the 
low rate of interest. Although theie had 
been during the last twelvemonth several 
demands on the resources of moiued men, 
the funds maintained a steady buoyancy ; 
and the numerous projects on foot lor im- 
pr(,ving the great lines of travelling and 
conveyance, at once attested abundance of 
pt'cuiiiary means and a lively spirit of im- 


provement. That the general prosperity 
rested on stable grounds, there were solid 
reasons for concluding. A spirit of enter- 
prise was abroad, but not of wild specula- 
tion. Except the mania for railways, which 
raged in England in common with other 
nations, there was no other abroad ; and the 
avidity with which shares were bought up 
in these undertakings, was justified by the 
actual success which had attended tliose 
of Liverpool and Manchester, Stockton 
and Darlington, Leeds and Selby. In 
1824 the case was different; it was then 
pure castle-building; credit afforded im. 
limited means, and no project was too ex- 
travagant for support. At present, there 
was no want of commercial confidence, but 
it was a confidence indulged under a salu- 
tary reminiscence of former disasters. If 
anything could tend to its undue develop- 
ment, it was the state of the monetary 
system, which continued the most defective 
branch of industrial polity, and requiicd 
unceasing watchfulness. It is as much a 
function of state to provide a safe and 
uniform currency, as a uniform standard 
of weight.s and measures, or a uniform and 
impartial course of judicial administration. 
None of the numerous provincial joint - 
tuck banks of issue that had been es- 
blished under an act of the last reign, 
Geo. 4. c. 46,) appear to have a subscribed 
capital exceeding two millions, with a 
paid-up capital of half a million. For one 
hank with so large a capital, there were 
many who did not possess a capital of a 
[|uarter of that amount, and as they Ire- 
quently extended into branches in various 
parts of the country* the liabilities and 
consequent danger of the parent bank were 
increased. One bank with a capital of 
jOOjOOOA, hud nearly 40 branches in Bris- 
:ul, Birmingham, Liverpool, Leeds, Man- 
chester, Nottingham, and other ])lace.s. 
In some banks, neither the amount of sub- 
scribed or paid-up capital was known, 
which carried on, nevertheless, extensive 
business and had numerous branches. The 
subject, in the ensuing session, drew the 
attention of parliament, and, at the in- 
stance of Mr. Clay, a committee of inquiry 
was appointed. Its investigations weic 
not completed during the session, but 
enough was discovered to show the great 
irregularities and inconsistencies in the 
management of joint-stock banks; tia 
they were not conducted on unitorm. 
systematic principles; that the iiuictions 
of tlie managing directors wero not sum- 
cieutly defined and often irrespon 
sibly exercised; and that, partly, 

1 this cause and partly from the vague pro 
‘ visions of the partnership deeds, nei < 

the interests of the shareholders nor ot t. 

public were adequately protected. * 
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state of things, there was obviously cause 
for circumspection, though none, perhaps, 
for general alarm. One ground of coufi« 
dence — at least, in the old banking firms 
of the kingdom, — is the better knowledge, > 
which the disastrous experience of former 
years had afforded, of the principles which 
ought to regulate banking associations in 
their advances to individuals, and in their 
issues of paper money. The withdrawal 
of the small notes, too, is a guarantee 
against a populavy if not a comwercial 
panic ; and, as the obligation imposed on 
private bankers compels them to make 
periodical returns of their a eroge circular 
tioii, timely notice is thereby atf'urded of 
the approach of the plague of over«issue, 
which the bank of England would be cul- 
pably remiss in nut checking on the first 
symptom of a redundant currency. Upon 
tlie wliole, much of the machinery, as well 
as the material of commercial and iiiami- 
facturing prosperity, seemed safe and 
soiiiiii, and the natural result of lengthened 
])euce at home and abroad, conjoined with 
a succession of the must favourable sea* 
sons. On the other hand there was, as 
before observed, complaints of Auiiicuj.- 
’JLUAI. DiSTiixss. Farmers and landlords 
looked at their diiuinislied incomes, not 
ontgtnH(/$ ; they thought of the great sums 
tliey rcctdvcd during the war, not of the 
great sums they paid. That there was 
general distress among tliem, it was ditH* 
crdt to believe. Relative distress will al- 
ways subsist in agriculture i it is a condi- 
tion inseparable from the cultivation of the 
soil. Fanning will always be a poor 
trade. The inducements to invest capital 
in land are such, that the profits of hus- 
kuuhy will generally be depresNed below 
the avei’rige profits of commerce and manu- 
factures. This is nut the only cause of 
depression. In Rnglaml, where two- 
thirds of the land occupied are held by 
tenants at-will, if a farmer’s piofits increase, 
his rent will be proporiioiiably increased. 
So that, pressed on one side by the greater 
competition of capital in his hii>mes8 ; 
and on the other, by the increasing ex- 
actions oi his landlord, he can never enjoy 
for a lengthened period au exuberant 
slate of prosperity. The partial distress 
ol landlords, though it originates in differ- 
ent causes, is almost as inevitable as that 
ot their tenants. In every European c om- 
muiiity (France only excepted), the landed 
interest is in a state of pecuniary involv- 
ment. Everywhere estates are incumbered 
with debts, mortgages, and settlements, 
rhis, however, is not because the revenues 
they yield are small, but because they are 
inordinate. It is men of moderate, not of 
large incomes that live within them. The 
tuimer are compelled to practise economy, 


to look after their affairs and live according 
to rule ; the latter are regardless of these 
precautions. There are other peculiarities. 
Advances can always be obtained on real, 
not on chattel security. Hence land- 
owners are under great temptations to be- 
come borrowers : — add to this, the tenacity 
with which they seek to maintain the 
status of their order, by keeping up ex- 
penditure, and a key is afforded to their 
dilatoriness in adjusting themselves to 
altered circumstances. Time will probably 
alleviate most of the difficulties under 
which agriculture suffers. That they have 
not been generally ruinous the testimony 
of Mr. (diaries Shaw Lefebvre, the chair- 
man of the Agricultural Committee, which 
was appointed in the ensuing parliamen- 
tary session, satisfactorily established, and 
his opinion was corroborated by that of 
Messrs. Houghton, Scott, and other intcd- 
ligent witnesses. That even rural industry 
has declined, is disproved by the broad fact 
that with a population annually increasing 
at the rate of a quarter of a million, the 
native produce of the country has been 
nearly adequate to the consumption of its 
inhabitants. The home produce has in- 
creased faster than the population ; so that 
from the beginning of the century we have 
been becoming less dependent on foreign 
supplies. In the ten years from 1801 to 
1810 the annual average impoit of wheat 
was 600,946 quarters; from 1811 to 1820, 
458,578 ; frqm 1821 to 1830, 534,992; 
and in the five years from 1831 to 11^35 
inclusive the average import was only 
398,509 quarters {Porters Progress of the 
Nation, i. 146). During the last three 
years there has been hardly any importa- 
tion of wheat from abroad, the markets 
have been supplied by wheat of English 
growth. The import of wheat from Ire- 
land has increased, but not to such au ex- 
tent as to affect the English grower. On 
au average of the three years ending Janu- 
ary, 1833, the wheal imported from Ire- 
land amounted to 553,274 quarters, and, 
on au average of the three years ending 
January, 1836, to 761,827 quarters; mak- 
ing an increase in the average supply of 
the last three years of only 208,553 quar- 
ters. In England the depression of agri- 
culture has been chiefly caused by the 
low price of wheat; other protluce has 
fetched good prices, and the remedy is a 
chauge of crops, the abandonment of the 
heavy soils, on which it cannot he raised 
at a reuiuuerative price : this, aided by 
rural improvements, a comniutaiioii of 
tithe, a reduction in county and highway 
rates, an economical administration ol the 
tHKir laws, and, above all* an adjustment of 
terms between landlord and farmer, holds 
out the best piospeciive remedies lor agrb 
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culture. In these views many of the 
ft^riculturists begin to concur. Some of 
them have even lost faith in their favourite 
specific of cfbrn-laws^ and have discovered 
that agriculture cannot permanently thrive 
at the cost of manufactures, and that they 
must wax and vrane together.” The cur- 
rency have also begun to be discoun- 

tenanced. .A depreciation of money would 
nut benefit the renting- farmer ; it would 
only heuefic those whose estates are 
charged with mortgages, and whose in- 
cumbrances concern only themselveli. The 
days of partial legislation for the encou- 
ragement of industry, or rather monopoly, 
are ]>ust. All that any class can expect, 
or a wise legislature concede, is equality of 
public imposts— security — and an open 
market all over the world. Some of the 
landed interest espoused the notion, that 
the establishment of a tradt-union might 
be favourable to their interests; but the 
scheme appears not to have been carried 
out. Like the trade-unions of humbler 
individuals, it would, probably, have 
proved a rope of sand and unproductive of 
beneficial results.. Meanwhile, the low 
price of provisions, and abundance of em- 
ployment, both ill manufacturing and rural 
iuilustry, have been extremely favourable 
to the industrious orders. W ith the excep- 
tion of the hand-luom weavers, whose oc- 
cupation has been superseded by the 
general introduction of the power-loom, 
the condition of those who Uve on wages 
was never, perhaps, more favourable ; they 
never enjoyed in greater profusion the 
comforts and necessaries of life in food, 
lodging, and clothing. That such is their 
general state, is evidenced by a diminution 
in crime, of poor-rates, and emigration, 
and an increase in those branches of the 
puldic revenue principally falling on ar- 
ticles of ordinary consumption. From the 
industrial, a short advertence may be made 
to the roMTicAT. aspects of 1836. In 
these the signs were nut less auspicious. 
There had perhaps never been a period 
more opportune for social ameliorations. 
Not a plot, nor a cannonade — not a single 
disturbance withiu or without the king- ! 
dum. There seemed a growing confidence 
in the individuals composing the adminis- 
tration. They were mostly considered 
persons of plain, hut steady purposes, ex- 
empted from tl - egaremenU of genius ; 
the mercurial talent that had oppressed or 
embarrassed them, was either stranded or 
cast overboard, and had drifted to leeward ; 
what remained, consisted of men of 
patriuiie intentions, of useful but nut 
splendid (pfts; circumspect and anxious 
to proceea on the best information. Al- 
tliough versed in the general principles of 
political science, they felt the necessity of ^ 


shaping their measures to existing circum. 
stances and clashing interests , and, more« 
over, were not so fettered by prejudice, as 
to reject amendments because they en- 
croached pn old associations and connex- 
ions. These were looked upon as the 
qualities chiefly needed. The pickaxe of 
reform having been struck into all the 
great fabrics of abuse,— what was most 
requisite, were steady and uuflinchiiig 
operatives to wheel away the rubbish. It 
followed that the changes in the original 
Whig Ministry, which at the* time were 
considered to menace its efficiency and 
usefulness, had apparently, on trial, turned 
out improvements in its composition. Earl 
Grey had seemingly begun to feel alarm 
at the giant spirit he had evoked. He 
acted as though Democracy had done its 
work and Suigtit to be stayed — hesitated — 
did nothing — and then took to flight. 
Lord Stanley and his party were bound up 
in an abstract proposition, when the country 
demanded a practical remedy for a practi- 
cal grievance. I'he residue were consi- 
dered better, for being more flexible and 
less self-dependent ; they had to seek tlie 
Cq-operation of divers parties, and were 
ready to follow any onward impulse tliey 
might receive from a sufficiently audible 
and jaiwerfully expressed public opinion. 
The most arduous of changes is a change 
in public sentiment. This difficulty had 
been overcome. The once ruling party 
that refused to admit the smallest amend- 
ment, on the pretext, that they could not 
trammel up its issues, had acknowledged 
the necessity of removing “ proved abuses.'’ 
With this concession, the Tories had aban- 
doned the citadel of their strength. They 
had no longer ground on which an un- 
flinching stand could be made; having 
admitted the principle, the limits of its 
application could not be prescribed. 

Jan, 1, Queen of Portugal married by 
proxy to Prince Ferdinand Augustus, ne- 
phew of the reigning duke of Saxe-Cobourg, 
and of the king of the Belgians. By the 
marriage treaty, it is settled that the 
prince shall resign all his rights in Ger- 
many to his brothers and sisters ; that he 
shall not assume the title of duke of Bra- 
ganza till there is an heir to the throne, 
when he is to act as king of Portugal 
along with the queen; that, in the event 
of the queen’s decease before the heir 
come of age, he shall be chosen king, as 
guardian to his successor, with au income 
of 35,000/. a-ycar 

Sir Charles Pepys, master of the rolls, 
created a peer by the title of lord Cotten- 
ham, and receives the seals of office as lor( 
chancellor. Henry liickersteth, esq., 
Chancery barrister, has succeeded to t le 
rolls, and been called to the house of lo^t 
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with the title of baron lian^dale. The 
g 4 ‘eat seal had been in commission since 
the resignation of sir R. Peel’s ministry, 
and an imi)ress;oii was abroad that it hud 
been reserved for lord Brougham as soon 
as certain objections to Ids re>appuintment 
could be overcome. 

Pensions granted by lord Melbourne to 
Mr. Banim, author of ‘‘ Tales of the 
O’Hara. Family,” of \50/. a-year ; and to 
Mr. 13. Thorpe, the translator of Rask's 
Anglo-Saxon Grammar, of 100/. a-year. 
Lord Melbourne has directed loO/. to be 
paid out of 'the royal bounty fund to the 
widow of Mr. Ilogg. the Kttrick Shepherd. 

4. Riots at Barcelona, during which 
upwards of 100 Carlists were brutally 
murdered by the populace. Among the 
victims was the young colonel O’Donnell, 
whose corpse was shockingly H^tilated. 

f). Meeting of bankers, merchants, and 
shipowners of London, at the Mansion 
House, to consider the best means of pro- 
moting the success of the Arctic expedition 
sent out under captain J. C. Ross to the 
relief of the ice-bound whale-ships. Cap- 
tain Russ saile<l from Hull on the (>th. 
Since the expedition has been fitting out 
several of the whalers have reached this 
country ; but the crews were in an exhaust- 
ed condition, owing to their provisions 
liaving fallen short. 

18. Trials of the Paris republicans (see 
p. 970) concluded. No single sentence of 
capital punishment was passed. Two of 
the prisoners only were acquitted, and 
some nineteen or twenty were coudeinned 
to transportation for life, or to diflerent 
terms of imprihoiiinent. The prisoners 
who escaped horn prison were condemned 
c/i contumacy, 

29. Death of Loud Stowkl. — ^’I' his 
eminent civilian, better known as sir 
William Scott, expired at Early Court, 
near Reading, in the 91st year of his age. 
He was a privy councillor and master of 
tile faculties, though he survived the loss 
of his own, and died without pain or con- 
sciousness after a fev/ <lays* illness. He 
had only retired from the judgeship of the 
high court of Admiralty in 1828, an office 
he had filled with lustrous ability for thir- 
ty years. His will is dated April 30, 1 830. 
The personalty was sworn to be under 
230,000/, and the real estates at liis lonl- 
jhip’s death jiroduced 18,000/. a-year. 
His only surviving child, lady Sidmuuth, 
takes a life interest in the whole property, 
noth real and personal; after which the 
landed estates descend to his great nephew, 
lord Encombe, the grandson of his brother, 
lord Eldon. The great lawyers, its lieforo 
remarked in the casa of lord Thurlow 
(P* 673), rarely succeed in striking their 
toots deep into the soil by a direct . ofl- 


slioot, and the vast amassings of profes- 
sional life have been] Tiiustly lost among 
collateral or remote inheritors. The name 
of Stowel has had a fleeting ]}lace in the 
peerage, the bearer only being ennobled 
inl82l,and his only son, the hon. Wm. 
Scott, died unmarried two months before 
him, when the father from the loss of rea 
son was happily insensible that no one 
survived to transmit his title. * In other 
respects the two Scotts, William and John, 
were the most prosperous men* of their 
time. Their father was a shrewd pains- 
taking fradesman, who at Newcastle car- 
ried on the business of a fitter, that is a 
shipper of coals. Both the boys excelled 
at the grammar-school of the town, and 
were favourites of the master for quick 
jierception, assiduity, and docility. When 
asked to give an account of the Sunday 
sermon, their father’s weekly custom, the 
eldest, William, would repeat a sort of 
digest of the argument; John, on the 
other hand, recapitulated all the minutiie 
of the discourse, even the phrases of the 
preacher ; he showed a meimuy complete 
and exact, but failed to g^e the scope and 
bearing of the sermon em boil ied in half the 
number of words by William, In after- 
life the brothers advanced pari pnasuy 
keeping abreast in the pursuit of riches and 
honours. They were knighted on attain- 
ing official rank within two months of 
each other ; the advocate- general, sir 
William Scott, and the solicitor-genera), 
sir John Scott, repaired for the first time 
to the same levee; they almost contempo- 
raneously succeeded to the high legal 
offices they so long filled, John as lord 
chancellor, and \Villiam as admiralty 
judge ; ami the long war, which they ji)ml- 
ly supported, was almost equally profitable ; 
augmenting the income of Joha to an ave- 
rage of about 18,0U0/. {ler annum, andihut 
of William to about 10,1)00/.' It is also a 
remarkable coincidence in the biographies 
of these veteran tuiies, that each can only 
be charged with one egaremtnt likely to 
endanger their future prospects. Jbhn 
eloped to Gretna with the daughter of 
Mr. Surtees, the banker of Newcastle, 
before completing his legal studies, but 
never repeated his indiscretion in any 
analogous shape. The waywardness of 
William, too, was of a feminine kind, com- 
mitted, however, not in the heyday of 
reckless adolescence, but when he had 
attained the mature age of 69, and pre- 
sided over the highest tribunal of civil law. 
During the trial of the marquis 'ot Sligo 
for prevarication, and for which he vas 
sentenced to^pay a fine of 900U/«, 'and 1x5 
imprisoned four months in Newgate, the 
giave civilian became ciiamouie*! of 
the young i»L*er's mother, wlio ai tended 
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the court pending her son’s trial; and, 
regardless of the warning exami'le of Ad- 
dison, who ambitiously united his fortunes 
to those of a lady of quality (countess of 
Warwick), he married her. The union 
was an unhappy one. The oracle of Doc- 
tors’ Commons in affairs matrimonial was 
unable to reconcile the perplexities of his 
own case. It is supposed that his known 
love of sight-seeing, of the Fives Court, 
Punch and Judy, and prize-battles, and his 
frequently communing in the Temple, were 
connected with the irksomeness of his own 
mansion, where the marchioness of Sligo 
pre!$ided. Bating this infelicity, the course 
of sir William appears to have been more 
fortunate and flowery than that of the 
lord chancellor ; it was less in the thorny 
walk of politics. The whole of his youth, 
and the early prime of manhood, were 
spent among the literary and the learned, 
in the class and the lecture-room, — in the 
midst of libraries, and gardens, and aca- 
demic groves; enjoying occasionally the 
quiet luxuries of “ the ride to Abingdon, 
the Avalk in Christ Church meadows, the 
stroll in Magdalen walks, the society of 
the common room — scenes ami recollec- 
tions which, we are told, sir William always 
prized with such fond remembrance, that 
an old Oxford calendar, by the associations 
it awakened, was to him as “ a volume of 
poetry*’ {^Lmw Magazine^ xxxiii. 31). lie 
was eighteen years a college tutor, occu- 
pied in training the intellect of the aris- 
tocracy in classical ainl historical know- 
ledge. During the next fifteen years he 
shone in the literary circles of London, 
the Dr. Scott of the Commons,’* the 
friend of Johnson, lurd Spencer, sir Joseph 
Bankes, Keyiioit]'<, Burke, and Winohurn, 
— the favourite of the Turk's Head Club, 
The next thirty were spent in the Admi- 
ralty chair, in accumulating riches from 
naval prizes, and in fuimiug a system of 
international law from the ill-lashioned 
toils of his predecessors. The manners 
of lord Stowel are described as attaching 
in the highest degree. ‘‘ They were at 
once graceful, courtier-like, and dignified, 
totally free from pride and affe ctation, but 
slightly formal. He had lived in an age 
of hoops and minuets, when full dress was 
as much cultivated beyond the verge of a 
court as it is now soilghc to be abolished 
within it; bef-re the lemembrance of 
Beau Nash and his despotic sway had 
entirely faded ; when the appellations of 
Sir and Madam in society were as rigidly 
exacted as they are of late dispen^ 'd with ; 
and the sir Charles Grandisons of the day 
loved tdi^bow low on their ladies’ hands.’* 
(/Aid, 84,) He had also the other ad- 
juncts of the old school — he was a 6o«- 
twufd^H lover of good dinners, good wine, 


and good stories. Of good dinners, lord 
Eldon used to say, he would answe*. for 
it, that his brother had never fewer than 
365 in any one year.” The refection of the 
Temple-hall he would often take by way 
of a whet for the eight o’clock banquet. 
As a judge, his lordship was celebrated for 
learned, acute, and sententious reasoning, 
in choice and elevated diction, arranged iii 
nicely* balanced periods, studded with the 
rarest gems of classical allusions and quo- 
tations. The admiralty chair formed his 
task and his toy, in which he loved to 
expatiate before a select, and little more 
than drawing-room, audience. His 
mo/3 are sometimes quoted, but, as they 
seem to have little pith, they must have 
owed their fame to his ua'tve and graceful 
execution. The following is mentioned 
as one of hk chivalrous delicHcies. When 
a late celebrated duchess bantered tiic 
consistory judge, and inquired, “ How bis 
court would manage if he himself should 
be guilty of a faux-pas he answered, 
with a gallantry becoming the question; 

That the idea of such an eiiibarnissing 
situat on had only occurred to him since he 
had become acquainted with her grace.’* 
Upon the whole, the lute lord was uiiiong 
the most fortmiate of his coutemporarms. 
His benevolence was limited to self and 
kin ; and, undisturbed iii his course iy any 
cosmopolitan sympathies, he reached tlie 
goal, and, with few mortifying delays, 
happily dropt into the sphere suited to )iis 
taste, education, and talents. 

30. Trial of Fieschi, who fired the in- 
fernal machine (see p. 970), and his ac- 
complices, Moivy, Pepin, Buireau, and 
Bescher, began before the French cham- 
ber of peers. During the first two days 
of the trial Fieschi laboured to make it 
appear that he had aimed at the king’^ 
life from no private or political motive, 
hut merely' because Pepin and Morey had 
hired him to do it. His revelations, hov/- 
ever, were little to be relied upon, as his 
excessive vanity seemed nearly allied to 
insanity. The manner in which he ab- 
sorbed the attention of the press gave him 
gieat satisfaction. He was evnleutly a 
dissolute ruffian, carried away by no iiiif<' 
taken enthusiasm, religious or republican, 
but actuated by a mere desire of raaknig 
so many francs by a reckless assassination- 
The proceedings lasteil a fortnight. On 
February 15th the court sentenced Fiescbi 
to he put to death as a parricide— -that 
to be conducted to the scaftbld bareloote<l. 
and covered with a shroud, and Pepin am 
Morey to be guillotined in the usual wa)^ 
Boireau was sentenced to twenty 
imprisonment, and Bescher was acquitted. 
The three executions took place ^’5*1 
19th, intho presence of avast inultituct 
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of spociutors, but without any disturbance. 
Nj (liscuveries of any general importance 
were obtained in the course of the trial. 
It appears, however, that More.y, who was 
a stanch republican, was the contriver of 
the whole plot, and that Vieschi was en- 
gaged in it, on account of his mechanical 
ingenuity and knowledge of the use of 
iire-arius. 

Feb* 3. A new silver coin of the value 
of four-pence issued. 

4. Pauliamknt opened by the king in 
person. The myal speech was remarkable 
tor the number, variety, and importance of 
its announcements, and seemed to prognos- 
ticate a session of unusual legislative 
activity. After the usual assurances of 
the maintenance of friendly relations 
abroad ; regrets at the continuance of the 
civil contest in the northern provinces of 
Spain, and the expression of a hope of a 
successful result to our mediation between 
France and the United States, the king 
adverted to the domestic condition of the 
empire. The state of commerce and ma- 
niilactures was admitted to be highly 
satisfactory, but diiiiculties contiuue*! to 
press on agriculture which deserved con- 
sideration. Attention was directed to 
measures that would be submitte<l for 
increasing the efficiency of the church, 
for the commutation of tithes, and for alle- 
viating the grievances of d sseiiters. The 
necessity of maintaining the maritime 
strength of the country, and of giving 
adequate i)rotection to commerce, had 
occasioned an increase in the naval esti- 


8. The paragraph relating to agricul- 
tural distresM in the king's speech having 
lieen read, lord John Russell moved for a 
select conimittee to inquire into the causes 
of the depression of that interest. His 
lordship, however, confessed that he did 
not anticipate any satisfactory result from 
the investigation. It appears that the 
principal problem to be solved is, why the 
price of wheat is at present so much lower 
than it used to be, in relation to the price 
of barley ; but, if this be an evil, it is one 
that is likely to puzzle parliament to cure. 
Tlie landed interest was left to solve the 
difficulty in their own way, for the propor- 
tion of county to town members in the 
committee was nearly four to one. The 
committee sat four months, but was unable 
to agree to a report, and merely laid before 
the house the evidence they had taken. 

9. Lord John Russell brought forward 

the cabinet plan for the commutation of 
tithes in England. It became an act of 
l>arliameiit, of which an outline is given at 
the end of the session, 20. 

11. A deputation waited upon lord 
Mellrourue to iisk for the entire abolition of 
the newspajier-stamp. Dr. llirkbeck, Mr. 
Hume, Colonel Thompson, Mr. O’Connell. 
Mr. Grote, Mr. Roebuck, Mr. lirotherion, 
Ml. Wallace, and Mr. Buckingham spoke 
in favour of the measure, and lord .Mel- 
bourne, after ullmling to the importance 
of the question us it aflected the pursuits 
and opinions of the p..ople, said that the 
reasons adduced in favour of abolition 
should meet with serious attention. 


mates. Improvements in the administra- 
tion ot justice were recommended, especi- 
ally in the court of chancery ; a just 
settlement of tithes in Ireland ; a remedy to 
defects in the municipal corporations of ire- 
land, founded oii the same principles as the 
municipal acts passed for England and 
Scotland. Finally, the condition of the 
poor uf Ireland was alluded to, and an 
intimation thrown out that the experience 
atflirded of the “ salutary effect” of the 
poor-liiw amendment act in England, 
might guide them in their approaches to 
this difficult subject. In both houses 
amendments were moved to the ministerial 
aodress, by the duke of Wellingti>ii and sir 
H. Peel, with a view of avoiding a specific 
pledge to reform the corporations of Ire- 
same principles as those of 
ontiiin had been reformed. In the upper 
bouse, where opposition by ministers 
Would have been unavailing, the umend- 
ment was agreed to without u diviHion, 
^ ter Some remarks from lords Melbourne 
and LimdKdowne. lu the commons the 
ouse divided, when the original address 
was carried by 284 against 243. Lord Sun- 
voted with sir R, Peel in this division. 


A war had been for some time vigorously 
carried on against the stamp, by the «»peii 
sale ill the streeis and clsewheie of un- 
stumjied newspapers. Hetheriugtoii, 
Cleave, and other London vendors hail 
been convicted in repeated ])enalties fur 
the sale of unstamped newspapeis. The 
vendors (d‘ unstamped new8pa|)ers in the 
large provincial towns had also been suli- 
jected to prosecutions, and many were 
convicted and imprisoned. 

12. Loid John Russell submitted to 
the house uf coinmous two nieasure.s of 


great importance, and which were anxiously 
exjrtjcteil by the country ; the first, a bill 
for a general registration of marriages, 
births and deaths ; the second, a bill for 
the amendment of the marriage laws. 
They boih l>ecan:e statutes, and a notice 
of them is given, Ayy* 20. 

16. Mutual and di.sgusting atrocities 


continue to disgrace the civil war m 
Si»aiu. Carlist partisan, named Cabrera, 
had taken prisoners and shot two oonsiiiu- 
tioiial alcaldes, or magistrates, and com- 
mitted iither acts of vengeance ot the same 
kind. Unable to catch this insurgent, the 
brigadier commandant general uf Lower 
3 S 2 
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Arragon ordered the execution of his mo- 
ther, and the arrest of his three sisteis, 
who were living quietly in the town of 
Tortosa. The governor of Tortosa, revolt- 
ing at the idea of shooting a defenceless 
old woman to expiate ati ocities committed 
by her sun, delayed tiie execution, until 
positive orders came from Mina, the cap- 
tain-general for the queen in Catalonia, 
that the deed should be done. Accord- 
ingly at 9 o’clock on the murniug of the 
16th inst. the seuura Cabrera was shot! 
Her three daughters, with their husbands, 
and many near relations, were detained in 
close confinement. 

The case of Mr. O’Connell, and his al- 
leged engagement to procure a seat iii 
the house tor Mr. Raphael, as one of the 
representatives of the county of Carlow, 
for the sum of ‘2000/., was brougitt before 
the cominous by Mr. }li:rdy, aud a select 
committee appointed to investigate the 
transaction. The report of the committee 
was a complete acquittal of Mr. O'Connell. 

17. The claims of the mariiime otfi- 
ceis of the East India Company, who, not 
having been on actual service within live 
years prior to August, 1833, were excluded 
from compensation by the board of direc- 
ttirs, — were this day negatived in a court 
of proprietors by a majuiity of 2o. About 
500 proprietors votetL 

18. Lord Morpeth introduced the mi- 
nisterial bill for the establishment of a 
constabulary force in Ireland, being 
nearly the same measure which was last 
session thrown out by the lords. Tne bill 
proposes to take the appointment of petty 
coustables out of the hands of the U>cul 
magistracy, and to place it in those of the 
b >rd- lieutenant ; a change which sir R. 
Feel, ill the peculiar state of Ireland, 
thought expedient. After this a coniiiiittee 
was appointed, on the motion of’ Mr. C. 
Buller, to inquire into the conduct of the 
commissioners of public records, and into 
the state of these records. Resolutions 
were next moved by Mr. Ward, and agrt ed 
to, for taking down the names of members 
on divisions, anil ubiainiiig an authentic 
reco^^ of the votes of the house. An uni- 
mi^ed discussion ensued on the subject 
of tithes, to which a motion by Mr. Sheil, 
for a return of the numlier of tithe-pro- 
cesses isfjued by the court of exchequer 
in Ireland, in ’ 835-6, gave rise. Mr. ser- 
geant Jackson moved that the return 
should also include the number of orders 
issued by the government to the police to 
assist in the collection of tithe, i>Itich was 
agreed to. 

19. The chancellor of the exchequer 
ai'.iiouneed in the commons that lord 
Sidinouth, who had been in possession of 
a pension of 3000/. a-ycar secured to him 


iby act of parliament for pulilic services, 
had voluntarily resigned his title. His 
lordship had obtained a large increase of 
income by the recent death of his father 
in- law, lord Stowel. 

Lord Dudley Stuart moved for the 
production of a copy of the treaty of 
Unkiar Skelessi. (See July 8, 1833.) The 
object of tils lordship was to impress upon 
the house a sense of the danger to be 
apprehended from the encroaching spirit 
of Russian policy ; among the past achieve- 
ments of which he reckoned the formation 
of the German commercial league ; and 
whose ultimate designs he considered as 
comprehending not only the conquest of 
Turkey, of Persia, and of India, but the 
acquisition also of further iutluence and 
dominion towards the west, by the gra- 
dual envelopment of Austria, of Prussia, 
and of Italy. Lonl Palmerston and Mr. 
Poulftt Thomson, who replied to his lord- 
ship, treated these apprehensions as vision* 
ary, and expressed their convictions that 
there was nothing in the conduct or inten- 
tions of the czcir to excite either hostility 
or alarm on the part of this country. The 
German commercial league they spoke of 
as more likely to be beneficial than inju- 
rious to our commerce and manufactures. 
It may be also noticed that Mr. Thomson, 
in the course of his speech, took occasion 
to characterize the alleged Russian state 
papers, that had recently been published 
under the title of the “ Portfolio,” as uh- 
surd impositions. Motion agreed to. 

20. Rev. Doctor Hampden gazetted as 
regius profesnor of divinity at Oxford, in 
the room of Dr. Burton, deceased. His 
appointment produced considerable excite- 
nieiit at Oxford for some time, his theolo- 
gical opinions having been affirmed by his 
Opponents not to be orthodox. The pro- 
lessor’s inaugural address, March J7, con- 
tained satisfactory proof of the fallacy of 
this notion. 

‘22. '1 he Moniteur contains the list of 

the new French ministry, of which M. 
Thiers is the head. In alluding to the 
change in the churnhers, the premier said 
no alteration would be made in the policy 
which the French cabinet had followed 
since the death of Casimer Perier, and 
which policy accords with that pursued 
by the reform ministry in England. 

‘23. House of lords occupied this 
evening by a debate on the subject of the 
late ap|)oiutinent8 of borough magisi rates 
by lord John Russell, on the recommenda- 
tion of the new town-councils, to which the 
attention of the house was called by lonl 
Wharncli6re. As was to be expected, and 
08 , indeed, niay‘l)e considered to have been 
unavoidable in the circumstances, the 
names submitted to government by th® 
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town-councils for appointments to the ma- 
gistracy have in general been exclusively 
those of persons belonging to the party of 
the majority of the council: there have 
been a few cases of exception^ in which 
the majority has not exercised its powers 
to the full extent, but there caii be no 
doubt that for the most part the opposite 
course has been taken. In various instances, 
it appears that the controlling authority 
of the home secretary has been applied 
to correct this rigorous partisanship, by the 
substitution of other names for those in 
the lists. Usually, however, in conformity 
with the pledge he gave publicly last ses- 
sion in parliament, he has adopted, without 
any alteration, the names submitted by 
the council. Time it is hoped will remedy 
this defect, and it is desirable that it 
should, as it is the very essence of the re- 
presentative principle in politics, that a due 
representation of the minority as well as 
the majority should be secured. 

23. Mr. Buckingham's compensation 
bill for losses sustained in India was 
thrown out of the commons by a majority 
of 1 18 against 46. 

29. Mr. Sergeant O’Lnughlin moved in 
the commons the second reading of the 
Irish municipal reform bill. It was in- 
tended to give to the seven larire towns 
of Dublin, Limerick, Belfast, Kilkenny, 
Waterford, Cork, and Calway, a consti- 
tuency for electing the town-council, com- 
prising the occupiers of all houses of the 
value of 10 /. ; and in all the other boroughs 
of those ocf.Mipyiiig houses of the value of 
V. Sir Robert Peel said he would not 
support the maintenance of the present 
corporations, but he would not consent to 
the substitution of other corporations. 

Affair of Cracow. — Tins ancient Po- 
lish city, with a strip of surrounding 
territory, was erected into an iudependeiil 
state by the congress of Vienna in 1815 ; 
all the allied powers, England among 
them, guaranteeing its lights and inde- 
pendence. As such a small state was 
insuthcient to support a king and court, 
Cracow Wt-is allowed to govern itself ac- 
cording to republican forms, and in this 
posture matters continued till the Polish 
insurrection of 1830 and its unfortunate 
results, one of which was the wholesale 
pi’oscription of the Poles of the duchy of 
narsaw by the emperor Nicholas, As an 
independent state, many of lire Polish 
exiles thought they might safely take up 
their residence in Cracow. The three 
K^eat partitioners of Poland, however, felt 
oneasy at the concentration of so many 
Pnles in the centre of their spoliations. 
Russia, Austria, and Prussia, jointly com- 
plained of the protection ufl^rded to the 
x'oles { accused them of conspiring to re- 


establish the Polish kingdom, and of being 
guilty of disorder in Cracow itself They 
demanded their expulsion from the republic, 
or, if not promptly complied with, threat- 
ened to march troops into its territories. Ac- 
cordingly, in February, Russian and Aus- 
trian troops were marched into a state 
which had a formal guarantee from the 
Vienna congress that no foreign armament 
should ever violate its territory. 

March 4. The navy estimates, being 
laid before the commons, exhibited an 
increase of expenditure compareil with 
those of last year of 287,000/., occasioned 
by the employment of 5000 additional 
seamen. Ministers defended the augmen- 
tation as necessary to the protection of 
commerce, and allusions were made by 
difTerent members to the menacing or 
ambiguous attitude of Russia. 

11. Lord Howick, in bringing forward 
the army estimates, in which there was a 
reduction of charge, moved that the num- 
ber of men to be maintained, exclusive of 
those in the East Indies, do not exceed 
81,319. Mr. Hume moved a reduction of 
5000 men, which was negatived by 136 to 
43. Sir W. Molesworth next moved that 
the foot guards be put, in respect of pay, 
on the same scale as infantry of the line, 
which would elfect a saving of 9000/, a- 
year, but the amendment was rejected by 
217 against 43. 

13. Nkw'spaper Stamp Duty. — Chan- 
cellor of the excheipier announced the 
intentions of the g»n’ernment 111 re.spect of 
the stamp-iluties, especially of the stamp 
on newspapers, which last had lor some 
time exciltul a strong interest iu the public 
mind. It was ] roposed, he stated, to re- 
vise the whole of the present law respect- 
ing .Stamp-duties; first hy cousolidar.ng 
into one statute the JaO acts ol parliament 


er which the law was at prescnl distn- 
ited ; secondly, by the appoitloumei.t of 
le various rates on a new principle— 
imely, by the simple and unilorm rule 
’making the price of the stamp in every 
ise correspond to the pecuniary value 
volved in the transaction for which it is 
ijuired. The effect of this change would 
> to reduce the stamp-duty upon indeii- 
ires of apprenticeship, bills of lading, and 
inny others of the more common iiistro- 
leuts. and to increase it somewhat uihiii 
lortgages and conveyances ot large 
nounts of property ; but it was not ex- 
:cled that it would make much difference 
[X)nthe entire produce of the duties. Ihe 
insolidation act which was m preparation, 

, was intimated, would contain no fewer 
lan 330 sections; but it was suggestol 
ir some members that it u.ght 
; a more convenient plan to divide all 
lis matter into a abort series of acts,*one 
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fur «ach class of 8tam|>duties. With 
cc^ard to the stamp on newspapers, Mr. 
Hiee stated that it was piviposed to reduce ; 
it from its present amount of 4<f. with the 
discount to \d, without discount. This 
would be a reduction of exactly 2|<i. on all 
newspapers sold for Id, or less, and of 
or rather more than 2{d, on all sold 
for more than 7d. A portion varyinj; be- 
tween two-thirds and three- fourths of the 
whole tax would thus be remitted. To 
this remission parliament assented, by 
which the illicit circulation of unstamped 
newspapers, which had long been followed, 
was at once rendered so profitless as to be 
entirely abandoned. Some members were 
opposed to the retention of tlie {Minn}' 
stamp, considering it the duty of gi^vern- 
ineiit to remove every obstacle to the diffu- 
sion of political information. Bui this 
would have made a postage necessary, to 
which the newspaper proprietors were 
opposed as practically inconvenient; and 
which, moreover, would have been vir- 
tually a tax on the country reader of a 
London newspaper, from which the town 
reader woul4l have been exempt The 
transmission of papers at the public ex- 
])ense, without either stamp or postage, 
appeared an inadmissible proposition. It 
would have evinced a desire to spread poli- 
tical intelligence to the exclusion of lite- 
rature and science. Some were in favour 
of the repeal o. the duties on paper, in 
lieu of the stamp-duty on newspapers. 
The reduction of the n^'wspajrer-tax was 
the only proposition of Mr. Rice on the 
stamp-duties that was carried. ^ 

22. Lord John Hay, cominaiider of the 
British naval squadron stationed off the 
northern coast of Spain, intimated to gene- 
ral Cordova that he ha<l received orders 
from the British government to co-operate 
with the queen’s army on that part ut the 
coast. 

28. Third reading of the Irish muni- 
cipal bill carried in the commons by 260 
against 192. The debate was protracted, in 
which the chief speaktrs were Mr. Ward, 
sir K. Inglis, Mr. Kwart, Mr. Shiel, and 
•ir. U. Peel. 

j^i/ 7. Death of Wh.i.iaxi Godwin. 
-—This eminent writer was in the Hist 
year of hU age. He was burn at Wis- 
beach, and neither tliu eldest nor 

youngest of a hirge tamily. Doth his 
father and grand fAtJier were disveiitiag 
ministers, and William hioiself becaiim a 
preacher at Stowmarket, after attending 
five years, under the tuition of doctors 
Rees and Kippis, the Dissenting College, 
Moxtou. In 1783 he laid aside the cle- 
rical character and removed to London, 
determined to apply himself to literature 
as a profession, iljf first work was a 


volume of sermons, called “ Sketches of 
History,” published in 1784. He next 
was engaged on the New Annual Re- 
gister,” from which he derived a small 
but certain income. The political convul- 
sions of France soon after followed, and 
into this vortex Godwin was carried, and 
from which he never entirely escaped. Ilig 
“Inquiry into Political Justice,” which 
was hastily written in sixteen mouths, 
appeared in 1793. and attracted much 
popular attention from the Iroldness and 
novelty of its doctrines. It is a transcript 
of the opinions which the stormy period 
of its birth had revealed, and offers the 
singular anomaly of seeking to establish 
the empire of reason by the abrogation of 
those social guarantees which reason has 
slowly elaboniteil from the waste of buiba- 
r.sm: its tendency is to exalt the natural 
above the civilized man. In a second 
edition the author corrected some of bis 
extravagances, but left sufficient to sliow 
that his mind was not of the inductive 
cast. He is eloquent and impiissioiuMl, 
but superficial, and evidently without tiie 
powers of intellectual analy.sis and combi- 
nation esseiitiiil to the successful investi- 
gation of ethical and political philosophy. 
This he appears to have discovered, and 
he subsequently applied luntself to bio- 
graphy, history, and the composition of 
works of imagination. In 1797 he married 
Mary Wollstonecraft, one of the most re> 
m.irkable characters of her time ; and who, 
to a mind of masculine .stteogth and inde- 
pendence, united a kind and atlectionute 
heart. The union, w hich was happy and 
congenial in sentiment, was of short dura- 
tion, Mrs. Godwin dying almost inimeiii- 
ately after giving butu to the uri 'i nt 
Mrs. Shelley, the authoress of “ Franken- 
stein.” In 1801 Mr. Godwin again mar- 
ried an accomplished widow lady, who 
survived him. For some years he was 
occupied in businens a.s a iMuikseller, and 
under the name of Inward iiuldwin issued 
various little works for the entertainment 
and instruction of young persons. Rut it 
will be seen, from the date of bis publica- 
tions among the “ Men of Letters ” of die 
present reign, that his more serious lite- 
rary labours were never long suspended. 
During his lifq he had the gratification of 
associating with some of the most distin- 
guished of his contemporaries. Fox, Sheri- 
dan, Macintosh, Holcrofr, Grattan, VValter 
Scott, and Curran, the last his particular 
friend, whom, in 1800, he visited in Ire- 
land. Mr. Godwin says of himself that 
he was constitutionally meditative ; bu 
his bUnd coiirtasy and placid aspect on y 
imperfectly indicated the fire and aiiima- 
I tioii of his intellect. His hiographies aj*« 
j llist«»ry of the Commonwealth have 
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^reat merit* of fidelity, accuracy, and 
careful research. His novels are among 
the best in the language, and fully reach 
one of the chief ends ot such compositions, 
ill keeping up excitement and unrelaxed 
interest. The incidents, however, are 
sometimes repulsive, and somu of the 
characters, though nobly and chivalrously 
conceived, border on the extravagant, liis 
style is rapid, transparent, and spirited; 
his descriptive scenes graphic, vivid, and 
glowing, especially those of domestic love, 
and feminine grace or beauty. It is high 
testimony to the wisdom and benevolence 
of Mr. Godwin’s character, that he 
always cherished lofty sentiments on the 
virtues and destiny of his species. The 
sum he received for his PoliticalJustice ” 
was 700/. ; for Caleb Williams,” 84/. ; 

St. Leon,” 400 guineas. A few of his 
last years were maiie comfortable hy an 
appointment which he received, during the 
adininisiratiun of earl Grey, to the sine* 
cure of yeoman usher of the exchequer. 
Tne apartments he occupied in New Pa- 
lace Yard, and where he died, have been 
lately pulled down to make way for local 
improvements. 

8 . A little after midnight the equestrian 
statue of king William the Third, on 
College-green, Dublin, was blown up by 
gunpowder. The statue stood on a pedestal 
eighteen feet in height, surrounded by an 
enclosure of iron railing, the summit of the 
statue being about thirty feet from the 
level of the street. The. tigure was of 
lead, and, though weighing sever.il tuns, 
was blown up some distance in the air, 
and fell a few paces distant from the pe- 
destal. The authors of the plot have not 
been discovered, and the Orangemen are 
much disconcerted by this abrupt ejection 
of the idol of faction. 

16. Duel between seiiors Isturitz and 
Mendizabal at Madrid, in consequence of 
an altercation in the chamber of deputies. 
No harm was done, and isturitz retracted 
the expression deemed ofiensive by his 
opponent 

19. Mr. D. W- Harvey’s motion for a 
revision of the iiension-lUt negatived by 
‘/68 against 146. 

‘25. Ministerial plan for the settlement 
of tithes in Ireland brought forward by 
lord Morpeth, His lunUhip stated that 
Ibe present measure differed from that 
uitroauced last year, principally in an 
arrangement being now made, by which 
00 parochial benefice would be altogether 
^oppressed. In all parishes where the num- 
ber ot resident prutestauts was below 50, 
Inn should have an income of 

*90/.; the income would rise with the 
number of protestants, but no parochial 
Wing would be above 500/. in annual 


value. According to this scheme, the 
annual remuneration to the clergy would 
amount to 361,938/. This sum was of 
course to be obtained from the tithes, 
which it was proposed to commute into a 
|>erprtual rent-charge, payable by the 
owner of the first estate of inheritance, a 
deduction being made from the present 
amount of the burden to the extent of 30 
per cent. This, it was calculated, would 
afford a revenue of 459,550/. ; so that the 
difference between the receipt and expend- 
iture would he 97,612/. His lordship 
observed that the government felt they 
could not abandon the engagements they 
had made on entering office, and that 
therefore they still adhered to the principle 
of what was called the appropriation clause 
ill the bill of last year, and should propose 
that if, in the future disposition of the 
revenues of the Irish church, any portion 
of them should appear to be superfluous 
for the uses of the members of her com- 
munity, it should, after the satisfaction of 
all existing interests, be applied to the 
religious and moral instruction of the whole 
Irish people. Preliminary resolution 
agreed to. 

26. The lords assembled in great force 
to do execution, as threatened, upon the 
Irish municipal bill. On the order of the 
day being moved for the house to resolve 
itself into a committee on the bill, lord 
Fitzgerald, in a long speech, moved ** That 
it be an instruction to the committee to 
make provision for the abolition of the 
corporations, and fur such arrangements 
as may he necessary, on their abolition, 
for securing the efficient and impartial 
execution of justice, and the peace and 
good government of cities and towns in 
Ireland.” The principal speakers in the 
deb.'ite that followed were, in support ot 
the motion, lords Abinger and Lyndhurst ; 
and, in opposition to it, the lord chancellor 
and lords Holland and Melbourne. Their 
lordships divided at near one o’clock in the 
morning, when the numbers were found to 
be — for lord Fitzgerald’s motion, 203 (in- 
cluding 70 proxies); against it, 119 (in* 
eluding 47 proxies). After this triumph, 
lord Lansdowne intimated that the bill 
wag abandoned by ministers to the nursing 
of lord Lyndhurst. 

In the commons Mr. Rippon moved, 
and Mr. Gillon seconded, a resolution, 
“ That the attendance of the bishops in 
parliament is prejudicial to the cause of 
religion.” Ayes, 53; uoes, ISO. 

27. TThe great strength of the landed 
interest in the commons was shown on the 
motion of the marquis of Chandos : — “That 
in the application of any surplus revenue 
towards the relief of the burdens of the 
country either by remission of taxation or 



1000 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


otherwise, ilue regard should be had to 
the necessity of a ^lortioii thereof being 
applied to the relief of the agricultural 
interest.*’ Lord John Russelb in opposing 
the motion, pointed out the various ways 
in which the burdens of the proprietors 
and cultivators of the soil had been of late 
years diminished, and dwelt especially 
upon the important relief which it was 
unanimously agreed they had obtained 
through the new poor-law. The result, 
however, of this first side>blow aimed at 
the proposed reductions of the iieu’spa|>er 
stamp and the paper duty, was calculated 
to give rise to some apprehension as to the 
fate of these propositions of enlightened 
policy; for Lord Chandos's motion was 
only negatived by a majority of ‘J08 to 
1 7'J. Thus, in a house of 380 members, 
the exertion of all the strength of govern- 
ment appeared to be able to beat the com- 
bination of the landlords by no greater a 
majority than 36 ; and on this occasion 
both sir Robert Peel, lord Stanley, and sir 
James Graham deserted the opposition, 
and voted with ministers against the 
motion. 

'28. In the lords, the lord chancellor 
explained his plan for the regulation of his 
own office, as contained in two bills which 
he presented, the one to provide for the 
better administration of justice in the 
court of chancery, the other respecting 
the appellate jurisdiction of their lordships. 
Both bills were thrown out on the second 
reading. 

During the months of February, March, 
and April, the sees of Durham, Kly, Lich- 
field and Coventry, Killdloe, and Cluufert. 
became vacant by tlie deaths of their re- 
spective bishops. 

May 3. Mr. Grantley Berkeley moved 
in the commons, that ladks iic admitted 
to hear the debates. Ayes, 132 ; noes, ‘JO. 
However, when the chancellor of the exche- 
quer moved for a grant of 400/. to cany 
this chivalrous vote into effect, it was re- 
fused by 42 to 28, chiefly from the oppo- 
sition of the speaker. In the old house of 
commons, ladies used to be admitted to 
hear the debates over the ventilator. 

5. Fortified works, which tiad cost the ; 
Carlists three or lour months to erect, and I 
through the centre of which ran the high ' 
road to Hernan\ were gallantly carried by 
the English auxiaai^ legion under general 
Kvaus. Two armed steamers, commanded 
by lord John Hay^ which 1 y a well-directed 
fire opened a passage through the enemy’s 
works^ lent very opportune aid to the vic- 
tors. The loss of the British in killed and 
wounded amountiul to 800, among whom 
were 70 or 80 officers. The Oarlist general 
was killed. 

0. The chan^llor of the exchequer 


brought forward the budget, and entered 
into u detail on the prosjieruus state of the 
country. He said that the income of the 
current financial year was 46,980,000/., 
and the expenditure 46,318,000/., leaving 
a surplus of 662,000/. With this surplus 
he proposed to reduce the duty on first- 
class paper, from 3r/. to and to abo- 
lish altogether the duty on stained paper; 
to remit the South Sea duties, amounting 
to 10,000/. ; to reduce the duties on in.siir- 
ances of farming stock, on taxed carts, 
and on newspapers. The total amount of 
the repeals which he proposed he estimated 
at 351,000/. for the present year, amt 
520,000/. when they should all come into 
oj;)i‘ ration. 

9. The lords went into committee ou 
the Irish municipal bill, when an amend- 
ment, moved by lord Lyndhurst on the 
second clause, which raised the wlmle 
question between the plan of the reform 
of the corporations, as proposed by minis- 
ters, and that simply of abolition brought 
forward by the opposition, was, after an 
animated debate, carried on a division, by 
a majority of 107 to 53. All the rest of 
the clauses to the 21st inclusive were then 
struck out, oil the motion of lord Lynd- 
hurst, except the 3d and lOth, which 
agreed to. 

12. Mr. Clay in an able speech moved 
for the appointment of a select com- 
mittee to in(|uiie into the operation of the 
act permitting the establishment of joint- 
stock lianks. The chancellor of the ex- 
chequer expressed his concurrence in the 
motion, and stated that the governnumt 
would take upon itself the appointment 
of the committee. 

16. ('ommittee appointed to try the 
validity of ilie return ut Mr. O’Couiieil and 
Mr. Hiithven for Dublin reported that 
they had not been duly elected. Mr. 
O’Connell, foreseeing the issue of this in- 
quiry, had provided himself with anotlier 
seat, by one of his friends accepting the 
Chiltern Hundreds, and he appeared dur- 
ng the remainder of the session as mem- 
ber for Kilkenny, 

Mendizabal, the Spanish prime ininis- 
.•er, from whose abiliiies much liad been 
anticipated, resigned in consequence of 
the queen’s refusal that generals Quesaaa, 
Kspeleta, and San Roman should he super- 
seded in the commands they held in Ma- 
drid. He had not been zealously sup- 
ported by the cortes. M- Isturilz suc- 
ceeded him. 

28. Sir Francis Head, the new gover- 
nor of Upper Canada, dissolved the house 
of assembly. JLn April the house bau 
stopped the supplies as a means ot obtaiuiJi^ 
redress for the allegtsd grievances ot 
province. Sir Francis bad declared 
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the outset of hii government, that his 
instructions were such, that an elective 
legislative council could not be granted, 
and what were called the crown reserves 
would not be .abandoned, except on con- 
dition of an adequate and permanent civil 
list being voted. The result of the dis- 
solution apparently afforded a triumph to 
the governor; out of 64 members re- 
turned, only 18 belonged to the radical 
party, the remaining 44 disapproving of 
their proceedings. 

June 1. On the second reading of the 
Irish tithe bill, lord Stanley moved an 
amendment, the object of which was to 
get rid of the appro[)riation clause, and 
preserve to the church uiidiminished its 
revenues. The discussion lasted three 
nighis, during which all the leading mem- 
bers on both sides addressed the house. 
Lord Stanley intimated that the adoption 
of his amendment would obtain fur the 
ministerial bill the support of those whose 
co-operation never could nor would be 
otherwise obtained. Lord John Russell, 
ill reply, contended that, in lei'islating for 
Ireland, it was necessary to consult the 
interests and feelings ut the great body 
of the people. The real question in con- 
troversy, both in regard to the church and 
corporations, in tlie future goveriimenl of 
Ireland, was, whether the old protestaiit 
ascendancy, or the national interests, shall 
be consulted. On the other hand, it was 
urged, by a third class of reasouers, that 
the ministers’ bill was weak and remote 
from a final settlement. If, foi example, 
according to their own position, the cbmch 
of Ireland were in future to be regulated 
according to the prevailing ta^te of a 
majority of its inhaVutants, the mere ab- 
straction, as pioposed, of id),000/. from its 
present revenues would not attain that 
object. It can only be viewed us the 
hist instalment of a much larger debt of 
justice due to the catholic population. 
At a quarter past three o’clock on the 
morniug of Saturday, the house divided: 

■ — for lord Stanley’s amendment, 261, 
against it, 300. Lord John Russell's bill 
Was then read a second time. 

1. A numerous meeting of the friends of 
Mr. O’Connell held at the Crown and 
Anchor, for the purpose of comiiiencing 
a subscription to iiniemiiiry him for the 
expenses to which he had been put in 
delending his seat for Dublin. Nearly 
3000/, was subscribed at the meeting and 
|"®^*^‘^bscription ultimately reached near 

G. Died at Pilnitz, in his 82nd year, 
Anthony Ci.kmbnt Tukodorb, king of 
oaxony. He succeeded his brother Fre- 
derick Augustus in 1827, and he is now 
‘n his turn succeeded by a nephew, who 


since 1830 had been associated with him 
m the government, under the title of co- 
regent. This interesting but limited state 
has had but little influence in the aH.iirs 
of Germany since the congress of Vienna, 
when, in punishment for Frederick Au- 
gustus having been the last to quit Napo- 
leon and join the allies, a million of the 
Saxon people, who hatl all along disap- 
proved of his tergiversations and devotion 
10 the French, were given over to Prussia, 
and the territories they occupied (about 
half of the kingdom) incorporated with 
the Prussian dominions. Since then the 
king of Prussia has exercised an influence 
over the whole, and recently Saxony has 
been induced to become a party to the 
German trade-league. Thus the people 
have paid dearly for the fault of their 
ruler, and yet, according to M. de Talley- 
rand, the only fault to he attributed to 
the old king, in not seceding from Buona- 
parte quite so soon as some other allies of 
the French, was his having allowed his 
clock to be a quarter of an hour slower 
than his neighbours. 

13. Irish Municipal Bili- — The 
greater part of the clauses in the Irish 
municipal bill, which had been struck 
out by the lords, were restored in the com- 
mons with merely verbal alterations. A 
conference next took place, without satis- 
factory result. On the 30th the subject 
was resumed in the commons, and several 
members strongly animatlverted on the 
constitution of the house of lords, ia re- 
ference to the exercise of its legislative 
power. In a discussion in the lords on 
the 27th, earl Grey threw out a novel 
suggestion for effecting a compromise be- 
tween the supporters and opponents of 
the bill. His lordship’s suggestion was, 
that every voter should be restricted to 
voting for only a half or five-eights, or 
other fixed proportion of the whole num- 
ber of town councillors, so that no party 
could be established to the entire exclusion 
of the rest, — but a minority, of whatever 
persuasion it might be, would always re- 
tain a proportionate share of influence in 
municipal government. The idea was 
only imperfectly understood. It failed to 
reconcile differences between the houses, 
and the bill fell to the ground. 

20. Death op Aube Sieves. — This 
venerable artiste of political constitutions 
died at Paris in his 88th year. At the 
commencement of the great revolution .ho 
was grand-vicar to the bishop ot Chartres, 
and acquired celebrity by I'.is writings. 
In a hook which gave a powerful impulse 
to the public mind, he asked this question: 

What is the tiers- vUit And he an- 
swered, “ Nothing.”— *• What ought it 
to be Everything.” M. Dumont, who 
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knew the Abb6 at this time, describee him 
ae a shy, absent, dreaming man, who 
lived much in solitude, and thought he 
had completely mastered the science of 
government. He was successively a mem- 
ber of the national assembly, the national 
convention, a director, and consul, and, on 
the fall of the republic, became a count 
and iieer of the empire. On the return of 
tiie Bourbons, he was proscribed for hav- 
ing voted tor /ei mor/ sans phrase** of 
Louis XV 1. His proscription, as well as 
that of others, was removed under Louis 
Pliilip, on which Sieyes returned to France. 
He was one of those men who, in ages of 
enthusiasm, found a sect, and, in an age 
of intelligence, exei-cise the ascendant of 
a powerlul understanding. The progress 
and composinou of civil society formed his 
f.ivoiirite subjects of contemplation. Al- 
though cool and deliberate, he hud the 
ardour which inspires the iuvestigation of 
truth, and the fearlessness to insist on its 
promulgation. The leading characteristic 
of his mind was concatenation, that is to 
say, the strict connexion of his own ideas. 
Like Jeremy Bentham, he was on the 
best understanding with himself; but he 
neither harmonized with existing realities, 
nor with minds different from his own. 
Hence it was not wonderful that, 
though this able Frenchman made fifty 
constiiutions, he never hit upon the prac- 
ticable and right one. His patterns were 
cut to his own cogitations, irres(>ective of 
living interests, opinions, and usages. He 
thought the British coiisutution of three 
estates mere charlatan trie t which was the 
natural conclusion of a philosopher who 
conceived society ought to be uniform 
without distinction ot classes. Notwitli- 
st.iudiDg his prooeness to abstraction, 
he had the energy in particular emer- 
gencies of practical conceptions, as 
was instanced in the overthrow of the 
directoiy in 1799, which was piauiied by 
him and executed by Napoleon. Sieyes 
was avaricious, but just. He lost tlie 
favour of the first revolutionists by re- 
sisting the confiscation of church tithe 
Without compensation to the present ownei i. 

22. Trial in the Court of Common 
Pleas, in which lord Melbourne, first lord 
uf the treasury, was defendant, and Mr. 
Norton, one ot the police justices of the 
metropolis, was p.aintiifi The trial related 
to alleged ciiminahiici between his lord- 
ship and Mrs, Norton, f^rand'daiighter of 
Richard Brinsley Snendim. The jury 
found a verdict tor the defendant. 

23* Died at Kensington, in his 63rd 
year, Jambs Mii#n, the historian of British 
India. He was a native of Kincardine- 
shire, and studied at Kdinburgh. He was 
licensed as a preacher in the Scotch church. 


and came to London as a tutor in the 
family of sir John Stuart, one of the barons 
of the exchequer in Scotland, on whose 
estate his faiher occupied a farm. He 
did not return to Scotland, but remained in 
the metropolis, where he devoted himself 
to literary and philosophical pursuits. 
The work by which he first became known 
to the public is the History of British 
India, published in 1818. It is not dis- 
tinguished by beauties of style or narra- 
tion, which the philosophic turn of the 
author might deem secondary objects in 
his undertaking ; but abounds with en- 
larged and liberal views in politics, poli- 
tical economy, and legislation ; and, by its 
high estimation with individuals exercising 
authority over that vast empire, has bene- 
ficially intlueiiced the course «>f oriental 
udmiiiistratioii. Of Mr. Mill it has been 
said, <*he was a man of extensive and pro- 
found learning, thoroughly imbued with 
the doctrines of ethical and metaphysical 
science, conversant above most men with 
the writings of the ancient philosophers, 
whose language he familiarly knew, and 
gifted with extraordinary powers of appli- 
cation, which hud made quite natural to 
him a life of severe and unremiiting 
study.’’ i^Lord Brougham's Speeches, > 1 . 
394.) He was not remarkable for origin- 
ality of mind, but possessed a talent for 
giving a mathematical form, if not mathc- 
inatictil certainty, to the generalities of 
Bentham and other writers. It is Ihiis 
that he has arrived at an apparent 
demonstration of the verity uf some uf 
Mr. Ricardo’s fallacies in his **Filenients 
of Political Kcoiiomy and in his Cele- 
brated article on Government, inserted in 
the Supplement to the Encyclopsedia Bri- 
tannica, he assumes that seli-interesi is 
the chief, if not the sole, actuating motive 
of mankind. It is only by attaching a mean- 
ing to the word remote from the oidioai), 
that this repulsive proposition is wrought 
out, and the cuuclusioii, after all, sinuns 
mixed up with error ; for it if fully and 
ignorance, rather than sclfisliiiehs, that 
have done so much mischief in tl>e world. 
Man is the most disinterested of all ani- 
mals ; most intent on the pursuit of 
objects foreign to his well-being ; and the 
most pressing end of philosophy and U gis- 
lation seems to be, to draw him Iroin the 
shadows vain,” on nhich he is and al- 
ways has been occupied, to matters really 
essential to his happiness. 'Mr. Mill sus- 
tained a high character among his contem- 
poraries, and was eminently independent 
ill sentiment and conduct. By his death 
society has lost 4 >ne of its most useiul 
instructors. He fell a victiin of con- 
sumption, after neatly a year of lingering 
illness, during which he was disabled from 
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aittinfliii^; the duties of his office of chief 
examiner to the Kust India Company. 

25. A young mail; named Louis Ali- 
baud, fired at the French king with a 
walking-stick gun, as the king was passing 
in his carriage from the Tuileries. No 
injury was done, the hall lodging in the 
roof of the carriage. When Louis Philip 
was congratulated on his escape, he is 
reported to have said, ** Henry IV. escaped 
twenty-two attempts of the kind, and was 
murdered by the twenty-third ! ** Aiibaud 
was an enthusiastic republican in poverty. 
He had no accomplice, and was tried by 
the court of peeis, July 8, and guillotined 
on the 1 ith. 

30. Death of James Madison, one of 
the leading men of the United States in 
the infancy of the republic. He succeeded 
Mr. Jedersuti in the presidency. 

/ei/y 6. in a .letter inserted in the Dub- 
lin Pilot, Mr. O’Connell developed the plan 
for “The (teneral Association of Ireland.” 
Its objects were — 1. To procure by law a 
complete municipal reform in Ireland, on 
as large and effectual a basis as that 
originally pruixised by the ministry. 2. To 
secure by law such a settleineut of the 
tithe (piestion as shall be fully satisfactory 
to the people of Ireland. In a seeoiid 
letter, he strongly urged the people to 
rally round the Melbourne ministry, and 
the government of lord Muigrave in 
Ireland. 

8. Knolish Cuukch Rbfukm. — Lord 
John Hussell explained in the commons 
the government measures for the reform 
of the Knglish church, and which were 
fuutided on four reports that had been 
made by the ecclesiastical commission, 
consisting of the principal bishops ahd 
ministers of state, and who had been first 
appointed under the ministry of sir K. 
I'eel, but continued by his successors. 
These measures in their full scope went to 
a new arrangement of dioceses and their 
revenues ; to the creation of two new bishop- 
rics ; to the appropriation of the redundant 
revenues of the deans and chapters to the 
improvttinent of poor livings, and to the 
diiiiiiiution of non-residence and pluralities. 
Only one of the four bills intended was 
brought forward, namely, that respecting the 
sees. The house seems to have been tiiken 
by surprise, and the bill was read a second 
tune without opposition or special notice. 
Ar this stage, the ladicals evinced such a 
detennined hiHitility to the ministers’ 
scheme of church reform, that they were 
only able to carry the established church 
bid (see .^11^. 20th) during the short re- 
mainder of the session. The lords eagerly 
adopted it, and in the commons it was 
‘*‘»l»l>ortea by sir R. Feel ami Mr. O^Con- 
ucU. 

Li. IVL. Warburton moved for a select 


committee to consider the case of Cathe- 
rine Robson und Isabella Aimlie, claiming 
to be the heirs of Samuel Troutbeck, a 
merchant of Madras, who died in 178.5, 
and whose property, which, in 1814, 
amounted to upwards of 140,0001., had 
been taken possession of by the crown. 
Mr. Troutlieck had bequeathed his pro- 
perty to charitable uses in Wapping, but, 
owing to some defect iii his tei^tamentary 
disposition, the will was declared invalid 
by lord Eldon. Motion negatived. 

Danish Claims. — Mr. Clay moved in 
the commons for a select committee to in- 
quire into these claims still remaining un- 
satisfied. It was opposed by the chancellor 
of the exchequer on the authority of the 
law officers of the crown, and negatived. 
What are called the Danish claims are 
the claims made by BritiNh subjects on 
account of losses si 4 ptaiiied by them through 
the measures resorted to by the Danish 
government, in retaliation tor our sudden 
attack upon Copenhagen in 1S07, when, 
without any declaration of war, we seized 
the Danish fleet, having previously also 
laid an embargo on all the Danish vessels 
in the Thames, which, to the number of 
three hundred, were afterwards sold by us 
with their cargoes, and produced to the 
Treasury a sum of nearly 1,200,000/. ster- 
ling. This proceeding was sought to be 
jusiifieil by the ministers of that period 
on the ground that the Danish fleet wuu.d 
otherwise have been delivered over to, or 
fallen into the hands of, the French. The 
Danes endeavoured to avenge tlie attack 
on their capital, by the seizure of British 
property wherever they could find it. This 
seizure was not limited, as usual in the 
case of war between nations, to property 
afloat^ but extended to all goods belonging 
to British subjects on the soil of Denmark, 
and even to the confi-cation of book-debts 
owing to British creditors, and for which 
the llaiiish government gave discharges 
to their merchants. Our unprovoked at- 
tack on Copenhagen was alleged to be a 
justification of these violations of inter- 
national law. The whole property of 
which British subjects were deprived, in 
tins* several ways, amounted to about 
546,000/., belonging to some hundreds of 
individuals. Their losses did not arise 
from negligence or want of prudence on 
their part, or in the ordinary practice of 
war, but solely from the irregular pro- 
ceedings of the bellifjfereiits. Upon this 
was grounded their claim# to compeosalion, 
and, after an interval of twenty or thirty 
years, their justice has been partially atl- 
mi The claims for book-debts eon 

fiscated have been satisfied, and also the 
second class of claimants — ^those who claim 
for goutls seized on shore— are expected to 
Ihj liquidated. The third class, who claim 
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on account of ships and cargfoes taken at 
sea, government appears inclined to resist 
as not of equal validity with the others. 
The entire amount of this laNt description 
of claims does nut exceed 150,000/. 

18. At the sale of the effects of the late 
Barry O'Meara, surgeon to Napoleon at 
St. Helena, some remains of the emperor 
ietched high prices. A few lines in cipher 
sold for eleven guineas ; a lock of his hair, 
*2/. lOr. ; one of his teeth, extracted by 
O'Meara, 7^ guineas. 

2>. After a long debate, the .lords re- 
jected the appropriation clause in the 
Irish church bill hy a majority of 138 
to 47. See Aug» 20. *■ 

26. Armaiid Carrel, editor of the Na^ 
iionalf and one of the political writers who 
distinguished himself by the part he took 
in the revolution of 1830, died of a wound 
he had received in a duel with the editor 
of La Presse, His remains received a 
jHiblic funeral, at which men of such oppo- 
site sentiments as Chuteaubriand. Aragu, 
LaStte, and Beranger, were present. Ora- 
tions and eulogies were delivered over his 
grave by MM. Thibaudeau, Scheffer, and 
Maillei’er. 

28. By a vote of the commons govern- 
ment is authorized to guarantee one-third 
portion of the la^tt instaliiient of the Greek 
loan without the consent of Rus^ia, that 
power having mk'ii advantage of an in- 
lormality to withdraw from the eng.ige- 
ment in regard to thi.s matter she had 
made in conjunction with England and 
Erance. Mr. Kobinson moved an amend- 
ment, declaring the inexpe<liency of the 
proposed guarantee, on the ground that 
the treaty of 18'32 had not lieeii fulfilled 
on the part of Greece, which was siipporteil 
by Mr. Hume, Lord Dudley Stuart, and 
Jir. Bowring ; but on a division the original 
resolution was carried by a majority of 81 
to 40. The interest on the sum to be 
guaranteed amounts only to 12,000/. 

Died at Fraiikfurt-oii-tii.e-Maiue, in his 
fiOth year, Nathan Mayeu Rothschild, 
the greatest millionnaire of the present or 
probably any other age. The founder of 
the house of Rothschild, Mayer Anselm, 
was born at Frankfort in the .Tews* alley. 
He was brought up with the view of making 
him a pne-tt, hut his occupation ultimately 
liecaine commercial. He died in lb 12, 
leaving to five sot s a considerable fortune 
and uubuauded credit. The five brothers 
liave taken part in all the great loan 
transactions of England, France, Austria, 
and almost every country. Nathan layer, 
of Xaondon, was considered the chief of the 
family, though he was not the eldest. He 
rame to England in 1800, where he acted 
as agent for his father in the purchase of 
Manchester gootls for the continent. 
Bhortlv afterwards he had, through the 


agency of his father for the elector of 
Hesse Cassel and other German princes 
large sums placed at his disposal, which 
he invested with judgment, and his means 
rapidly accumulated. Mr. Rothschild 
married, in 1806, a third daughter of Mr. 
Cohen, by whom he had four sons and 
three daughters. It was the marriage of 
his eldest son, Lionel, to a daughter of 
baron Rothschild, that called the deceased 
to Frankfort: he was thei;e attacked with 
illness and died. The corpse of Mr. Roths- 
child was brought to this country, and was 
buried in the cemetery belonging to the 
great German synagogue in Duke’s place. 

31. Admission to the Commons* Gal- 
LKRY. — For a long time past the public 
have obtained admission as spectators t(» 
the proceedings of the houses of parliament, 
only by written orders of peers for the 
lords, and fur the commons hy the speaker’s 
order to u seat below the gallery, and either 
by a member’s order, or hy the payment of 
half-a-crown, to the gallery. By a regu- 
lation promulgated a few weeks since, the 
privilege of admission to the commons’ 
gallery hy the half-crown payment is abo- 
lished, and the written order of a member 
is made the only passport. The chief plea 
for this innovation is, that it is expedient 
to put an end, in all cases, to the receipt 
of fees or gratuities .by the oiheers of the 
house; a laudable aim, but in practice it 
seems it has had thtf effect of restricting 
(though not to the inconvenience of those 
who do attend) the public accommodation. 
The gallery has been less frequented un- 
der the new than the old system; showing 
that a majority of people found it easier to 
pay their half-crowns for admission than 
to procure memberH* orders. 

Paris.. — According to the newspapers, 
the increase of 'assassinations and street- 
robberies in Paris is quite dreadful. Theso 
crimes, until lately, used not to be included 
to any great extent in the delinquencies 
of the French capital. The agents of the 
police were never so numerous as now ; 
Out it seems thejr are so engaged in ^)ur- 
suit of political offenders as to l'*ave httle 
leisure to attend to common felons. Among 
the recent victims is one Mr. Nagle, an 
Irish gentleman, who was murdered hy 
night, as he was returning to liis residence 
in the Faubourg St. C:Iermain, by two 
ruffians armed with knives. 

Ang^ 1. Mr. Walter moved for a select 
committee to inquire, into the operatioa of 
the new poor law, particularly in regard to 
out' door relief and the separation of hus- 
bands from wives, and children from their 
parents. Lord Jqjin Russell showed that . 
on a comparison of«the years 1834 and 
1836, there was a saving in 
the latter year amounting to 1,794,996- 
Ttiis was thought batislactory, and the 
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house 'rejected the motion by a majority 
oi' 8*2 u^uinst 46. 

2. On the order of the day having been 
read for taking into consideration the lords* 
amendments to the Irish tithe bill, lord 
J. Russell rose, and, in an address which 
was loudly cheered throughout by the 
ministerial side of the house, moved that 
the further consideration of the amend- 
ments should be postponed to that day 
three months. The principle of appro- 
priation, which had been rejected by the 
other house, his lordship described as that 
which gave its chief value to the bill. As 
tor himself and his colleagues, “ We are 
prepared,” he said, ** to stand upon that 
principle We maintained that that prin- 
ciple was essential to a final settlement of 
the tithe qiustion when we were ont of 
olTice ; and if, while we aire in office, the 
house of commons think proper to affirm 
an opposite principle, amounting to a 
denial of that which we asserted, of course 
it will be our doty to resign, and to pretend 
no longer to govern the'conncils of this 
country.” Lord John Russell was replied 
to by sir H. Peel, who concluded his 
spcecU by moving '•* that the lords’ aineiid- 
meuts be taken into couMderatioii ^ow.” 
A long and animated <lebate followed, in 
which lord J. Kussi irs motion was sup- 
ported by Mr. K. Denison, Mr. Hume, 
Mr. O’Loghlin, Mr. Shed, and Mr. D. W. 
Harvey ; and the aincndiuent of Sir Ibibert 
Peel, by lord Saudtnr, sir James Graham, 
and lord Stanley. At half<past one o'clock 
tile house divided, when the nunihers (or 
the original motion were ‘J6U } for Sir R. 
Peel’s amendment, 231. 

10. Fhkk Conkkmenck. — ^The houses of 
parliament being unable To agree on the 
auiendnients made by the lords in the 
Charitable trusts bill, a free conference 
wat^ demanded by the commons. No fiee 
conference having been held since 1740 or 
l7o7, the proceeding excited considerable 
interest. At a common conference there 
is no debate or verbal discussion of the 
points of difference : it is a mere ceremony 
ending in the delivery of a written paper 
by the messengers of the one house to 
those of the other. For any purpose that 
is answered .by the meeting, the paper 
might be Heut, as bills are, flirectly from the 
one house to the other* Hut at a /tYecon- 
fereiice;the parties, if so disposed, may dis- 
cuss yira voce the points at ’Issue. Oii this 
i^cosion, wheir lord John Kusseli, Mr. 
Hume, and some other members, met a 
<tfiput&tion of the upper hou^, the confer- 
euce passed off without debate ,* hi.s loid/- 
• smp briefly stating from a paper, that the 
commons adhered to their dissent from the 
amendments of the lords, and the earl of 
tvipon having as briefly answered that they 


lOCf) 

would receive the serious consideration of 
the lords, the interview terrninuted Mr. 
Hume, who had expected a debate, waxed 
y/roth at this mode of proceeding, and 
viscount Melbourne was equally dissatis- 
fied with the reserve of lord Ripon and his 
associates. A second free conference en- 
sued on the following day, when there was 
a regular debate, which lasted upwards of 
an hour, hut ended with the opinions of 
each party remaining unchanged. No 
agreement having been come to, the lords 
lelt the disputed bill with the commons. 

17. Lord John Russell announced in 

the commons that the whole of the 246 
convicts from Hampshire who had been 
transported for rioting in 1831 (see p. 
90) had been pardoned, with the excep- 
tion only of ten, who were undergoing 
punishment tor offences committed in the 
colonies. < 

18. Lord Lyndhurst, in moving for a re- 
turn stating what had been the fate of each 
of the bills introduced into either house of 
parliament in the course of the se.ssioii, 
took an opportunity of enteriiii; at great 
length into the defence of the conduct 
which bail been pursued by himselt and 
his friends, and also of delivering a part- 
ing philippic against the general policy of 
the administration. The oration of the 
learned lord gave rise, of course, to some 
debate, in wliich lord Holland, lord Mel- 
bourne, and the lord chancellor took part 
on the one side, and the duke of Welling- 
ton on the other. The motion was agreed to. 

A royal order of this date has been is- 
sued from the court at Windsor, for the 
moral discipline of the army. It takes 
effect in respect of soldiers enlisted on or 
alter Sept. 1. 1836, and provides that 
soldiers who have completed seven years 
service .«hall he entitled to Irf. per day 
extra, and to wear a ring of lace round the 
right arm, if their names have not been 
entered in the Regimentiil Defaulters’ 
Hook for at least two years preceding. 
Further additional pay and more rings, 
under similar terms, at the end of 14 and 
21 years' service, 

21). PitouoovnoN ov Parliament.-— 
Mr. Hume was in the middle of some in- 
culpatory observations on the obstructive 
proceedings of the lords during the ses- 
sion, when he was iuteri opted by tlie en- 
trance of the usher of the black rod to 
summon the members to the upper house 
to hear the prorogation speech ot the king. 
His majesty congratulated parliament on 
the important measures of legislation that 
had been completed during the session. 
The dirainutiou of ciime in Ireland was 
adveHed to, and confidence exprcsseil that 
perseverance in a just and impartial govern- 
iiient would tend to preserve truiupiillity, 
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and to develope her groat natural resources. 
The ftouri>hiiig state ot* iroinmerce ant 
manufactures was admitted to he gratifying 
provided it was accompanied with thai 
]irudence and caution essential to its per 
manence. Parliament was rhen pTorogueii 
in the usual form by the lord chancellor. 

At the close of the session, complaints 
arose that it had not been so ren^arkuhle 
fur effective legislation as in preceding 
ears under the reform ministry. Ti 
rish tithe and municipal bills, aiui 
tl)e hill for governing charitable ^usts in 
England by popular election. Ivere lost 
through the inability of the commons to 
agree in the amendments of the lords. 
Among minor failures, was the loss or aban- 
donment of bills fur ameiiriiiig the English 
municipal act, for improving the c«iuit of 
chancery, for ciisfrauchisiiigthe ttoroughof 
Stafford, for removing the civil disabilities 
of the Jews, and for shortening the dura- 
tion of county elections. Notwithstand- 
ing these miscarriages, important measures 
were matured, very creditable to parlia- 
mentary industry, aud of which a brief 
outline may be given. 

By the act for the Commifiaiiono/Tithei in 
England and Wales, provision is made for 
the final extinction within two years of the 
vexatious right of exacting tithes in kind, 
and fur commuting them into a corn rent- 
charge, payable in moneys according to 
the value of a fixed (quantity of corn, as 
yearly ascertained by the average of the 
preceding seven years. If the j'arties 
cannot, under certain regulations, agree 
among themselves upon a permanent 
cominutatiuii before Oct, 1, 1838, coiii- 
missionera are to proceed to make an 
award, founded upon the ascertained value 
of the tithe lor the seven years prt'Ceding 
C'hri?>tnias, 18.15, wkich shall be binding 
for iver after. Thus the chief practical 
objection to tithe — namely, that it is a tax 
upon the application of capital te the im- 
lirovcment of the soil, is removed, the 
right hitherto enjoyed by the tithe-owner, 
ot increa>iiig his demands according tothv 
augmented value ,ur produce, of the land, 
being taken away. 

Next after tn^s metisure is anotiier, 
which was less popular, called the Eitta^ 
blnhed Church by which the hfaiis 

of the church and certain ministers 
of state aire incirporated fur effecting « 
iiew^listriluition of episcop.il dioceses um} 
inc<»mes. ynder this statute the bishouric 
of Bristol is to be finite^ to that of Glou- 
cester, that of St. Asaph to that of Ban- 
gor; and that of Sodor and Man to that 
of Chester, and two iieW bishoprics ^ to 
be erected, ona at Manchester ana the 
other at Ripon. I’he income of the arch* 
bishop of Canterbury is to be reduced to j 


15,000/.; that of the archbishup of Yoik 
to 10,000/. ; that of the bishop of Loudon 
to 10,000/. ; that of the bishop of Durham 
to 8000/ ; that of the bishop of Winches- 
ter to 7000/.; that of the bishop t*f Kly 
to 5500/. ; that of the bishop of St. Asa{»h 
and Bangor to o'^OO/. ; aud ihut of the 
bishop of 'Worce.ster to 5000/. Tiiese 
reductions amount »lt4»gelher to a sum of 
about t/8,500/. per annum. The other 
bishops are to have incomes varying from 
4000/. to 5000/. No ecclesiastical dignity 
or benefice is to be in future granterl to 
atf)' bishop to be held in comwendam. 
These regulations, it is expected, will lessen 
translations by leaving only three or four 
sees objects of temptation. Acts were also 
passed for separating the palatine jut isdic- 
diction of Durham from the diocese fur 
extinguishing the secular jurisdiction of 
the archbishup of York and the bishop of 
Kiy in certain districts, and for iiiipusiog 
restrictions on the renewal of ecc^^sl- 
astical leases. Finally, on the abandon- 
ment of the other church bills relative to 
residence and pluralities, and a new ap- 
propriation of the revenues of cathedral 
and collegiate churches, u bill was intro- 
duced for suspen4ing lor one year apiHiiiit- 
ments to dignities in these establishmeiit.s, 
and to sinecure rectories. 

The Marriayti jict was partly a measure 
of church reform. ' It i uts an end t>> what 
has long been, of all the grivances of the 
dissenters, the one of which they have the 
most loudly complained. Instead of all 
persons, of whatever jiersuasion, being 
forced, as heretofore, in order to be legally 
married, to com])ly with the ritual of the 
established church, eveiy peisoii may 
now be married with whatever ceremonies 
lie ])refers, or if be pleifses, without any re- 
igiou-s ceremony at all, or any other form 
except that of making a declaration of the 
ct before a public officer. Marriages may 
be simply a civil contract or religious cere- 
nony, or both, and there are now four dis- 
jfict moties by which they may be legally 
solemnised— the first three by licciue, 
banns, or certificate, according to the rih's 
of the church of England, In thte fourlh 
mode, they may be contracteil in any regis- 
ere<l jdace of leligious worship, or in the 
iffi^ 6f the superintendent registrar. 

Ine^ act for the celebratingLf marriages 
was accompanied by another for Hctjixtn'^ 
tug Birthtf Dedfhs, and Marrwgeti which 
hotb removes another of the complaints of 
■he dissenters, and establishes a greatly 
improved machinery for a matter of high 
interest and social importance to the com- 
munity. The cqpipieie registry thus pro- 
vi/lcd will Ihj of great value as a statistical 
document, and an authentic record j 

not only precious to science, but' of mveh 
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utility in the practical work of government 
and legislation. It is proposed that the 
o^ect of this statiite shall he partly 
efrected through the agency of the guard- 
ians of unions appointed under the poor 
law amendment act, the registrars and 
superintendent registrars being nominated, 
and their districts determined by the 
several boards of guardians. 

An inconsistency in judicial administra- 
tion, which allowed counsel in civil actions, 
in misdemeanor, and in high treason, but 
not in felony f was removed, and all persons 
tried for felonies are allowed to make their 
defence by counsel. Even in cases of 
summary conviction, the accused may 
make their <leftince, and examine witness- 
es, by counsel or attorney. Another alter- 
ation ill criminal justice repeals those 
parts of the existing law relating to per- 
sons convicted of the <^inie of murder, 
which directs that every such person shall 
be condemned to be executed on the day 
next but one after that on which the sen- 
tence is passed, and that he shall after 
judijment be fed with bread and water 
only; and enacts that, in future, sentence 
of death may be pronounced after convic- 
tion fur murder iii the same manner, and 
the judge shall have the 4ame power in all 
respects, as after convictions for 'other capi- 
tal oil'ences.’* This amendment of tne 
law is declared in the. preamble to be 
made ** for the ends of justice, and espe- 
cially more efTectually to preserve from an 
irrevocable punishment any person who 
may hereafter be convicted upon erroneous 
or perjured evidence,” ^ 

Of the purport of the other statutes of 
the session, the following is a brief enume- 
ration ; — 

4 ' 

Aliens p(>rmitted to reside by a mere re- 
gistration of t)ieir passports. 

Lighthouses of the United Kingdom 
placed under the exclusive coiitrol of 
the Trinity House. 

Provisions of the London act for the 
sale of bread extended to the country. 

Period of granting ecclesiastical leases 
lift^ited. 

Kncoiiragement given to building so- 
cieties on the principle of friendly 
societies. « 

Postage of newspapers regulated. ' 

Duties on newsirapers, on certain classes 
of paper, and on East India sugar, re- 
duced. 

Fees allowed to medical witnesses at- 
tending coroners’ im^uests. 

Pour law commissioners may require all 
Assessments for the relief of the poor 
to be made on the net imiiual value of 
the property assessed, * 

of copies of every new ? ook to 


be presented to the universities re- 
diiced. 

The number of public general acts 
passed in 1836 was 117; in 1835, 84; in 
1834, 95, in 1833, 106. The total nuinlier 
of private bills which received the loyal 
assent in 1836 was 193, exceeding by 33 
the number in 1835. 

The dumber of railway bills introduced 
in the past session was 55, of which 33 
were passed. In 1835 the railway bills 
passed was 18; in 1834, 14; in 1833, 11. 
The tot^ number of railway bills passed 
in the ten years ending in 1 836 was 1 'l7. 

22. The annual meeting of the Bri- 
tish Association for the advancement 
of science commenced at Bristol. Tiie 
marquis of Lansdowne, who was to have 
presided, was prevented by the illness and 
untimely death of his eldest son, the earl 
of Kerry. The chair was filled by the 
marquis of Northampton, and a great 
number of literary and scientific characters 
were present during the week's proceed- 
ings. 

25. From an official return made up 
to this day, it appears that the number of 
English residing in France, exclusive of 
cuntiueiital tourists who pass annually 
through it, is us follows: — Paris, Ver- 
sailles, and St. Cloud, 22,500 ; Boulogne, 
11,000 ; Calais, 6,000 ; other parts of 
France, 1^1,000. 

31. RxvonurioN in Spain. — During 
the past and present months Spain has 
been the scene of fresh tumults and insur- 
rections. At Malaga, Cadiz, Seville, and 
Cordova, the Cadiz cunstitntinii of 1812 
has been proclaimed and provincial juntas 
established, wholly independent of ihe 
queen’s authority. On the 3rd a move- 
ment commenced in Madriil ; but it was 
put down and the capital declared in a 
state of siege. Hut on the 12th the in- 
surrection became more serious, and a rt*- 
.giment of provincial militia doing duty at 
St. lldefoiiso demanded the constitution nf 
1812. They .fpreed themselves into the 
apartments of the qugen-fegent in spitf «> 
the remohslrances of the French and Kng- 
lish ambassadors, and obtained from lu*r a 
ph)miseof the acceptance of the constitution. 
This produced a revolution in the metropolis. 
Is untz, the prime minister, made his es- 
capif. reached Lisbon, and from thence 
proceeded to England. Greneral Quesa«la, 
thfe military governor of Madrid, was not 
so fortunate, bi ing Uken by the populace 
about three miles fVoin the capital ami 
savagely put to death. Ultimately, the 
constitution was pwKilaimed by the \jueei\- 
regei»t, subject to the revision of the enrtes. 
and a new ministry of decided liberals 
formed, comprising the following iudi. 



BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


1008 


vulnals : — Culatravu, presldoiit ot* the 
council and minister of loreif^n affairs ; Gil 
de hi Cuadia, minister of marine; J. M. 
Lupez, minister of the interior; Kodd, 
minister of war ; Landen), minister of 
justice ; Mendizabal) minister of finance. 
Arguelles refused to take office^ but pro* 
mised to support the ministry. The new 
government commenced with vigour. A 
forced loan to the aiifoUnt of 2,0Qp,000/. 
was sought to be raised \ a conscription of 
50,000 men was called for, td send a^^aihst 
the Cai'lists; the property of emigrant 
Carlists was confiscated, at:d the example 
i)f Trance and Portugal was proposed to 
he followed, by the extinction of the re- 
maining moiety of tithe, leaving the clergy 
stipendiaries of the state or dependant on 
voluntary contributions. Early in the en- 
suii\g year (see Fhb, 24) some modifications 
in the constitution, of 1S12 were proposed 
and adopted by the cortes. 

Sepi, 7. RKsiaNATio>r ov Fuencu 
Ministeus. — ^I'he revolutionary movement 
in Spain, iutruduced great confusion into 
the Trench cabinet, already embarrassed 
by the question of intervention or iion-in- 
lerventioii. M. Thiers and his colleagues 
were urgently pressing fur an effective co- 
operation against don Carlos, and the 
king was averse to the sciulingof a French 
army in his own name vuto Spain, when 
the news arrived at Paris <>f tl'© le-es- 
tablishment of the constitution of '4812, 
which threw everything into greater ein* 
barraNsmeat than ever. The order of 
tilings add the form of government which 
France hail recogiiised, and which she 
b«»uiul herself to support as a part of the 
Quadruple Alliance, no longer existed in 
.^p iin, where the queen-regent, with whom 
tile treaty was made, was coerced, and a 
captive in the hands of an armed force. 
To reiitetate the queen in the position she 
held when ihe alliance was formed, and to 
interfere with arniif between the constitu- 
tionalists and liberals of different shades 
was never contcmplaied, and ministers 
eiisily obtained a public declaration from 
the king, that he would not interfere 
** against any part or section of the liberals 
in Sjiain.’’ But when he was pressed to 
reinforce the French legion already serving 
us auxiliaries in S{>ain, and to adopt other 
and extensive measures against the Carl- 
i.>ts, as tl:^ onl/ mode of hiiukring the 
queen's goveriiiiient from being carried 
avVay by the torrent of revolution and 
anarchy, he gave a decided refusal, upon 
wtiich M. Thiers and five of his colleagues 
resigned. The king’s refusal excited con- 
^tderabie discussion in France and Eng- 
land as to his motives and intentions. 
Nearly a fortnight elapsed before the difli- 
ciiUies could be overcome in the appoint- 


ment of a new ministry. On the 7th the 
formation of a doctrinnaire cabinet was an- 
nounced in the Moniieur as follows : — M. 
Mole, {Resident of the council and minister 
for foreign ufFairs; M. dc Gasparin, minis- 
ter of the interior ; M. Guizot, minister of 
public instruction ; M. Duchatel, minister 
of finance ; M. Persil, minister of justice; 
vice-admiral Rosamel, mioister of marine. 
Tlie ministry of M. Thiers had lasted 
about nine months 

9. Hkvoi.ution at Lisbon. — A revolu- 
4iun in Spain is usually a prelude to a re- 
volution in Portugal. serious dis- 

agreements had arisen between the court 
and the cortes in August, owing to the 
appointment of prince Ferdinand, the hus- 
band of the queen, to the chief command 
of the army. This appointment had been 
incautiously made one of the marriage ar- 
ticles, and the prince was unwise enough 
to demand its fulfilment, notwithstanding 
its obvious unpopularity with the people 
and the military. The coitcs were about 
voting an address against the army being 
under the command of a foreigner, when 
they were abrujitly dissolved after sit- 
ting a \veek and before the supplies had 
been voted. The elections were unfavour- 
able to the government ; and popular dis- 
contents were aggravated by the high 
priCe. of ^irovisidns, and the alleged en- 
couragement given to foreign manufac- 
tures. At the height of these discontents 
happened the levolutiuii at Madrid. On 
the 4ih a conference of ministers was held 
at the residence of the duke of Terceiru, 
at Beiem, to take iiiiu consideration the 
critical circumstances in which the country 
was placed by the changes in Spain. It 
was <ieteruiiued td defer the opening of 
the cortes, which hud been fixed for tJie i Jth, 
and to make some important changes in 
the military commands, substituting oiii- 
cers contented with the present order of 
things fur such as were knoivn to desire 
the democratic constitution of 1812, wliich 
was established that year, in imitation of 
Spain, by a military revolt at Oporto. 
These ^measures, however, with several 
others uilupted by mhiiiters, proved to be 
altogether inefficient, and at their very tirst 
deiiioiuitration the liberals carried evei)- 
thing before them. The arrival of a steam - 
boat from Oporto, loaded with opposition 
deputies to tha cortes from the northern 
provinces, appears to have been the signal 
fur the movement. The steamer was wel- 
comed by a prodigious discharge of rockets 
and’ {lateraros, in defiance of the prohibitmn 
of such displays by the government. On 
the 9th, about -an hour after sun-set, the 
clubs had arranged the proceedings, and a 
motley hand of troops of the line, 
dores. and national guards, proclaimed the 
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ionstitution adopted by 'John VI. They 
tlieii san^ the constitutional hymn andap- 
])ointed a deputation, headed by viscount 
Sa da Bandeira, to wait upon the gueen. 
Donna Maria at first contemplated resist- 
ance, and ordered some of the regular troops 
to march against the insurgents, tmt the non- 
commissioned officers, exercising, as in 
Spain, the chief authority of their generals, 
refused to act, and also called for a change 
of government. Under such circumstances, 
the (pieeii had ifo resource, save acquies- 
cence. At five o’clock on the morning of 
the 10th, the nii^ional guards and their 
confederates, who had kept possession of 
the Rocio-square all night, were informed 
that her majesty had complied with all 
their wishes, and appointed the following 
ministry : — viscount Sa da Bandeira, mi- 
nister of finance ; count de Luiniares, pre- 
sident of council and minister of war; 
Vasconcellos, marine; Silva Possos, inte- 
rior ; Vcira dc Castr»), justice and eccle- 
siastical affairs. The* duke of Terceira, 
the ex-minister Carvalho, and other indivi- 
duahs, who were apprehensive of popular 
venj'eance, took tefuge on board the 
British squ.idron lying m the Tagus. On 
the 18th, the peers addressed a formal 
protest to the queen against the revolution. 
It had the signatures of 27 out of 41, the 
total number of Portuguese peer* The 
duke of Pa'.mClla, the first in influence as 
abilty, headed the protest. But the pro- 
vinces expressed, by <leputatiou8, their ap- 
proval of the proceedings in the capital. 

15. Nkwspapeu PuKsa. — This day, the 
reduction of the newspaper stamp-duty 
came into operation, when the price of the 
principal London daily newspapers was 
reduced from 7 d. to 5</., winch last is also 
tlie price of several of the weekly papers, 
though some have undergone an enlarge- 
ment, and in price are only reduced Irf. 
Several newspapers are charged four-pence 
and four-peucd halipeiiny. The latter is 
tile general jirice of the provincial papers, 
though a few are pulilished at four- pence, 
and some, including the Liverpool papers, 
are charged five-pence. At Liverpool, a 
paper has been started, which is published 
Biree times a-week, and the Alanchester 
^itardian which was previously published 
only onc«> a-week, is now issued twice a- 
week. There was not a single provincial 
paper in England issued ofti^ner than once 
tt-week previous to the reduction of the' 
s amp-duty. The old duty was 4rf. with 
a Qiscouut of 20 per cent, which being 
■‘>thg of a penny on each sheet, made the 
iiet duty only 3rf, and l-5th of a penny. 
A he new duty, on which there fc no dis- 
fh'*” r *** actual reduction, 

** and l-5th of a penny. 
« re^lar charge of a London paper is 


DOW estimated at namely, a stam{)- 
duty of \d, \ an allowance to tiie news- 
vender of \d, and l-9th of a penny ; and 
the- cost of the paper which, fi>r a sheet 
similar to the one on which The Morning 
Chronicle is printed, costs about 8-9thH of 
a penny. Total 3rf. ; leaving 2d, (exclu- 
sive of the profits from advertisements) to 
defray the expeiil^es of printing, editorial 
and literary aid, reporters, foreign corre- 
spondents and a number of other charges. 

20. Government advanced the interest 
on exchequer-bills to 2d, per cent, per <lay. 

22. Session of the provincial parlia- 
ment of Lower Canada opened by the earl 
of Gosford, governor-iii-chief. It was 
shortly afterwards dissolved in conseqttence 
of the spirited opposition manifested by tlie 
members. The grievances and disputes 
were of the same kind as those which have 
been noticed in the upper province {May 28). 
The House of Assembly demanded an elec- 
tive legislative council; and that they 
should liave a control over the crown pro- 
perty us well as the taxes. -By way of en • 
forcing their demands, they had refused to 
vote a civil list ; and all the public servants,, 
even the judges, had remained unpaid till 
the executive applied the funds at its dis- 
posal to the payment of official salaries. 

2G. Furkion Hkfugeks in Switzer- 
LAND. — ^This generally peaceful country is 
seriously embroiled with the government 
of the French king. The Swiss as a free 
and republican people, have naturally sym- 
pathised in the unsuccessful efforts that 
have been made for liberty by several na- 
tions on the continent, especially since 
1830, when France, that now seems in- 
clined to persecute the authors of all such at- 
tempts, set an example to them all, and was 
the main cause of hurrying many men into 
I ash plots and ill-calculated insurrections. 
When these men were scattered and driven 
from their homes by the hand of power, 
they took refuge in cousidqrable numbers 
in Switzerlaiur, which became the general 
asyluth of Savoyard, Italiaif, Gerniau and 
Polish refugees. W’^itli very few excep- 
tions, these men were entirely destitute: 
such of them as possessed any mechanical 
art readily found employment, but the sup- 
port of the v.a8t majority fell heavily on 
the cantons, where they fexed their aborle. 
The Swiss mostly behaved with honourable 
liberality to'these emigrants, esjieciall y the 
democratic party, who for some short time 
had been gaining ground iii several of the 
cantons. When a series of little revolu- 
tionsi which began in 1831, ensued, and 
the Swiss of the same canton i'ought 
against each other as Aristocrats and 
Lil)eral8, many of the Polish aiul I talian 
refugees joined the people, and, as military 
men, directed their movements in the field ; 

3 T 
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blkt it is likely that, but for the impulse of delivered over to the Swiss courts* and 
the Paris revolution, which ^ave Louis tried and sentenced. But this did not 
Pliilip a throne, these insurrections would satisfy their neighbours, who would have 
no^ have happened ; while there are proofs had every refugee delivered up to them, 
that French emissaries encouraged the ani- or, at least driven out of Switzerland. In 
mosity against the aristocratic party, who the latter case, as the only country through 
were suspected of inclining to the Holy which they could withdraw was France, 
Alliance. These divisious and contests in and as Louis Philip would allow them no 
the cantons continued up to the preseni re8ting-pla<% there, all these exiles must 
I year, while the mass of exiles from Italy, have Socked to England, whither the king 
Poland, and Germany, already disturbing of the French had already sent some scores 
and burdensome enough to the honest in a starving condition, escorted by Ids 
Y Swiss, had been augmented by fresh ar- gendarmes to the straits of Dover. The 
rivalafi om Frahce of disappointed republi* Swiss replied to this higli and threatcniq^ 

’ cans and St. Simonians. It was hardly language in terms of national pride and 
possible that such a gathering of the mat- defiance. Louis Philip, who by this time 
cunl^nts of all nations should continue long was as apprehensive of the refugees and 
congregated without attempting some conspiracies as any of his neighbours, 
revolutionary enterprise. In 1834, a cor- joined the general cry, at first moderately 
respondence had been opened with secret and in a tone of advice and remonstrance, 
societies in Savoy and Piedmont, and in For this, it is only just to admit that he 
the spring of that year a corps of refugees had some cause ; since it is known, that a 
assembled suddenly on the northern side connexion existed, by means of secret so- 
^f the lake of Geneva, and, crossing that cieties, between the mal-contents of his 
wsjfter, invaded Savoy, with arms in their own dominion and the Polish and other 
hands, thus exposing the country that had foreign exiles in Switzerland, who were not 
granted *them hospitality to the chances strangers to the concerted insurrections 
* of a severe reprisal. Their wild expedition, which deluged Paris and Lyons with 
as already noticed in the events of that blood, and after their defeat some of the 
yeuiN was driven back with loss and shame French conspirators found protection acniss 
to the ve;y giites of Geneva, where they the Swiss frontier. It was to sever tlicse 
att^nipted to provoke a rising of the affiliations that the late prime minister, 

- pijople against the government in that M. Thiers, threatened Switzerland with an 
city. NotVvithslanding this seditious out- hermetic blockade,” which roused the ire 
rage, the Swiss did* not withdraw their of the democratic cantons; but the general 
protection, though some of the Cantons diet of the cax^tons gave assurances that 
very properly took measures to prevent the they would adopt such precautions as were 
recurrence of such outbreaks, and kept the consistent with national independence, fur 
refugees ftpui the frontiers of States with preventing future machinations against tlie ' 
which the Swiss were living at peace. All French ruler by the exiles they sheltered ; 
these States had taken the alarm lung he-^ accompanying, however, this assurance 
fore ; but soon after this adventure, they with the stinging accusation, that some of 
began to make strong military demonstra- the conspiracies complained of had been 
tionsdnd to threaten Switzerland with a hatched by an agent of the French uinbas- 
blockade. In March, 1835, nearly the sador. This charge wag founded on the 
whole of the line which Switzerland pre- confessions of the spy himself, who had 
. sents to the Rhine wag watchetl by the been arrested, and found while going 
troops of Baden, Wurtembhrg and Bavaria; about Switzerland, with a passport signed 
string cantonments of Piedmontese troops by the duke of Montebello’s chief secretary. 

f uarded the issues from the Valais, the The French court took lire at the impu- 
ayg de Vaud, and Geneva, while the tation; their ambassarlor^ on the ‘-ibtli 
Austrians kept a jealous eye on the Italian delivered to the federal Diet an official 
Swiss Canton of Tesino, on the Grisons, note, intimating that all relations, diplo- 
on the country in the rear of St* Gall, and inatic and commercial, were suspended, 
all other points Switzerland touches | until satisfaction was made to France for 

their possessiouj in Italy. Before this j the alleged aiiront. The British 
precautionary cordon was formed, the ma- ment onered its mediation through its 
jority of the SwisrfCiiifbB'^ voted what they ambassador. On th^ 17th October follow- ^ 
considered a secur^ fo their nf^ighbours ing there was an extraordinary meeting 
for the future. TTley decreed that all of the Diet, and after a lengthened 

fort' igners settied in Switzerland, detected; conciliatory measures were adopted, ines 

in establishwg political associations, were readily liilened to by France, as 
should le expelled; that all such as had manufacturers of Lyons and the , 
participated fn the disturbaxice of tranquil- wine-growers had already begun , 
lity in the neighbottring States should be the e&cts of an interruption of comm 
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sntercourae with Genevaj St. Gall, and 
Zurich. 

Oci* 1. A vigorous assault is made 
on the lines of general Evans at St Sebas- 
tian by the Carlists, who made an unsuc- 
cessful attempt to carry them. Both 
parties fought bravely. The Carlists 
charging down-hill^ frequently sallied from 
their works in force, but each time were 
driven back at the point of the bayonet 
The Westminster Grenadiers distinguished 
themselves, and a small corps of Lancers, 
under colonel Wakefield, made several 
brilliant charges ;* but a much more ef- 
fective arm was the well-appointed artillery 
under the direction of colonel Colquhoun. 
Balls, grape»shut, shells, Congreve rockets, 
and grapneils, were thrown with a pre- 
cision that confounded the Carlists, and 
struck their recruits with panic. The 
conflict lasted twelve hours, and was not 
quite over till after dark. General Evans 
lost 376 men and 37 officers killed and 
wounded, and was slightly wounderl him- 
self. The loss of the Carlists was esti- 
mated at 1 000 killed and wounded. 

8. Louis Philip issued an ordinance 
remitting the sentences against political 
offenders, sixty-two in number. (See 993.) 
Xu most instances, however, this is rather 
a diminution of punishment than a free 
pardon. 

17. Dutch states-general opened. In 
his speech from the throne the king re- 
gretted that, though he had devoted his 
exertions to bring about k final settlemeut 
of the Belgian question, no arrangement 
on that suiuect had yet been come to. 
The lone oi the speech, however, was 
pacific. On the 20th the minister of 
finance brought forward the budget in the 
second chamber. - He congratulated the 
bouse that, notwithstanding the “ many 
cares and difficulties which were tlie inevi- 
tahle consequences of the undeserved 
Belgian insurrection,” the country in its 
duniestic circumstances was still coor 
tiiuially advancing in prosperity and moral 
strength. Some reductions of taxation 
were announced, and the expenditure for 
1837 was fixed at 44,617,013 florins. 

1 9. A commission gaxetted, by which 
IhoniRs Drummond, under secretary of 
state in Ireland, colonel John Fox Bur- 
goyne, Peter Barlow, professor of mathe- 
tbe military academy, Woolwich, 
and Richard Griffith, esq., are appoiate<l hit 
wnijesty’s commissionem for considering and 
reporting upon a general systemof railways 
in Ireland. Another commission gaxetted, 
®I'Pt>inting C. S. Lefevre, lieut-colunel 

owaii, and Edwin Chadwicki coinmis- 
inquiring and reporting u|ion 
e best meant of establishing a constabu- 
lary or rural police for England and Wales. 


A meeting held in London, Charles 
Lushington, M.P., in the chair, for the 
purpose of forming a church-rate abolition 
society. The meeting was attended by 
Mr. Hume, Mr. Hawes, Mr. Ewart, jUr. 
'D. W. Harvey, and other members of par- 
liament. The object of the society is to 
effect the entire abolition of' church-rates, , 
without any charge upon the consolidated 
fund or land-tax; and to introduce the 
principle of upholding the edifices of the 
church and the expenses of worship either 
by pew-rents or voluntary contributions. 

20. Norwegian storthing opened. The 
king described the finances of the country 
as in a flourishing state, the surplus of 
revenue being considerable, notwith- 
standing the reduction of one half of the 
land-tax. In a general expositioi\ of the 
condition of the kingdom, which was, at 
the same time, submitted to the house, a 
hope is expressed, that, although the ne- 
gociiitions which had long been carrying . 
on with the English government, to pre- 
vail upon it to change its policy in regard 
to the timber-trade, had hitherto been 
fruitless, the local interests by which such 
a change had been opposed would soon be 
obliged to give way. The population of 
Norway seems to have increased 'since 
1815 from 900,000 to 1,200,000. 

A numerous meeting at ,the Mansion 
Hodse, at which it was resolved to erect 
by* subscription a statue ,to the duke of 
Wellington, in the vicinity of London 
bridge, in testimony of the gratitude of 
the citizens for the zeal manifested by his 
grace in the erection of that structure, and 
in the adjoining local improvements in the 
city and Southwark. 

^29. A foolish attempt at insurrection 
at Strasburgh, by Louis Napoleon Buona- 
parte, nephew of the deceased emperor, 
aided by two officers and some privates, 
hired to cry f^we fempereur ! ” It was 
instantly suppressed, and the young prince 
shipped oii' to America by the French 
government. On the following day an 
attempt, almost as absurcL was made by a 
party of hussars at Venddme. 

30, A vacancy in the Irish court of 
exchequer filled up by the appointment 
of the attorney-general, Michael O’Logh- 
lin. He is the first catholic that has sat 
on the bench since the revolution of 1688. 

A great numl)er of meetings have been 
held during this mouthy chiefly for the 
purpose of cunatitueqcifes giving a public 
reception to their repjresenlatives. This 
species of political audit seems to have 
grown almost into an aunuaL usage since 
the reform act. A deputation waited on 
lord BroughanitL to invite him to dine with 
the citizens of Edinburgh. This invitation 
he declined. His lordship had been ab- 
3 T 2 
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sent during the late parliamentary session 
uwiiig to indisposition. In reply to the 
deputation^ he said, ** My health, which 
has been broken by the labours of the 
session in 1835, when the legislative pro- 
ceedings of the year were crowded into six 
weeks, has now been restored. But 1 have 
resolved to avoid all risk of a relapse.*’ 
Nov, 1. The municipal elections seem to 
have gone nearly in the same direction as 
ast year, namely, in favour of the liberal 
Darty. In some places, as, for instance, in 
Bristol, where the conservatives last year 
had a majority, they have been beaten in the 
late election. On the other hand, even in 
many of the larger towns, the conservatives 
have this year approached nearer to an 
equality with their opponents ; and, in a 
considerable number of the smaller 
boroughs, they have returned a majority 
of the new councillors. On the whole, the 
returns, as was to be expected and desired, 
present some appearance of the domination 
of mere party gradually giving way to 
other influences better iitted to secure the 
benefits of good municipal government. 
The accounts of the annual parliamentary 
registration are conflicting, but in this, 
too, the general result appears to be in 
favour of the ministerial party. 

3. Queen of Portugal, in concert with 
the foreign ambassadors, and the late 
ministers, Palmella, Saldautm, and Car- 
valho, attempted to effect a counter-revolu- 
tion. They mistakingly thought it was 
sufficient to aimounce a desire of change, 
to call forth a general demonstration in 
their favour. Nobody came to Belem to 
tlieir assistance; tiie national guard, the 
populace, the regular troops, and the 
royal guard, all turned out in defence of 
the order of things which it had been 
attempted to overturn. Tluis unsupported, 
Honiia Maria confessed her error, and was 
pardoned, and Sa da Bandcira and his 
colleagues re-iiistated. 

d. Bkatu of Chaklks X. — Tlie late 
king of France expired utGoriU in Illyria, 
in the 8Uth year of his age. He was 
the fifth sun of dauphin Louis, son of 
Louis XV. The title of comte d’Artois 
was given him in infancy, which he re- 
tained during his wanderings in Kurope, 
and until the accession of his brother, 
Louis XVIll. The story of the princes 
is the story oi our (Jharles II. and his 
brother James 11. over again. In both 
cases we have the same catastrophe — the 
expulsion from the throne of th • reigning 
family; but still a compromise with the 
hereditary principle, in the subgtituiion of 
the nearest collateral branch which cir- 
cumstiinces would allow to be selected. 
The duke of Oilcans has been the French 
prince of Orange. Kven in the character 


of the Bourbons and Stuarts there is n 
singular coincidence. Charles 11. and 
Louis XVlll. licentious wits; James II. 
and Charles X. licentious too, but honest 
bigots, and no wits. The jiarallel might 
have commenced earlier — between Charles 
I. and Louis XVI. — both beheaded, and 
their fate provoked by a similar train of 
incidents. The convocation of the legis- 
latures forced upon the crowns by their 
pecuniary necessities, after government by 
royal prerogative had become to all ap- 
earance the settled constitution of the 
ingdoms — the immediate assumption of 
supremacy by the popular representatives 
— the long parliament in Kngland — the 
national assembly in France — the extinc- 
tion of the aristocracy — abolition of the 
church — trial and execution of the kings — 
establishment of republics — subjugation of 
the srate to the power of the sword — sway 
of great military chiefs — and after all, 
the restoration, fur a brief period, of the 
old order of things, and the old line uf 
monarchs, completed the cycle of corre- 
sponding vicissitudes through which both 
countries respectively passed in the seven- 
teenth and the nineteenth centuries. The 
late Charles X. was extravagant, as well us 
dissipated and fanatical. During his iiist 
residence in Fhigland the British goverii- 
meiit fixed upon Ilolyrood-house. which 
is a privileged place, for his abode, that 
he might be safe from his creditors. Me 
had, like his predecessors, many mis- 
tresses. The gloomy moroseness tl.at 
marked some parts of his conduct is sup- 
posed to have been occasioned l>y a vow 
made to one of them, Madame de Polas- 
tron, on lier death-beil, that he woul«l 
never after her decease have another mis- 
tress. He was only 45 years i>l age when 
he was so enchained, and he is sai«l lo 
have kept his engagement. Alter his 
expulsion from France in 1830, lie was 
received in Fmgland, and allowed to pass 
without payment of customs ; hut, un- 
able or -uiwilling to pay ati old debt jIc- 
manded, he again took sanctuary in Holy- 
rood-houSe, whence he removed to the 
dominions of Austria. His death brings 
Louis Philip, in the estimation of some ot 
his brother sovereigns, a little nearer to 
the rank of a legitimate monarch. Sup* 
posing the renunciation of the throne h.V 
the duke of Angouieme to be valid, th<*iv is 
only the young duke of Bojurdeaux to witli- 
hold the allegiance of the royalists from 
the Orleans dynasty. If is, however, still 
a problem for the future to solve, whether 
the French king will be as success! id 
perpetuating ^his settlement^ as niir vM- 
liam 111. The throne of Wilha^J « 
Nassau wa.s not like that of Louis Plu ‘P 
—a throne of the barricades. It vas 
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Ijy republican pledges reached over the 
heads of a generous and confiding people. 
Moreover, the Orange sceptre had the 
support of a powerful aristocracy, which 
was then the nation, and had not to con- 
ciliate a public opinion, which did not 
exist, but is now omnipotent, intelligent, 
and ever watchful to prevent the consoli. 
dation of injustice. 

7. Balt.oon Excursion. — ^An aerial ex- 
cursion from VauxlialL Gardens across the 
t'iiannel excited great interest. The 
balloon was of unusually large dimensions. 
In the car was upwards of a ton of 
ballast, exclusive of brandy, wine, and 
other refreshments. Passports had also 
been provided for the continent. At 26 
minutes past one in the afternoon the 
balloon rose, having in the car Mr. Green, 
Mr. Monck Mason, and Mr. Holland. At 
a (piarter after 4 the sea was seen; 12 
minutes before 5 they left England one 
mile east of Dover Cattle ; and 10 minutes 
before (i they were over Prance two miles 
east of Calais. The aeronauts continued 
their course during the night, observing 
the starry firmament above, and the lights 
from the various towns they passed over 
below. At 5 o’clock there was a slight 
appearance of day-break; ten minutes 
after five they were at their highest alti- 
tude, the barometer being at 20 inches. 
At a (piarter after 6 daybreak was in- 
describakily magnificent. The balloon 
laiidod in perfect safety at a village called 
Weilburgh, in Nassau, at half-past 6 
o’clock on Tuesday raorniug, after a pros- 
perous voyage of 1 7 hours, having traversed 
a space ecjual to about df'O English miles. 

8. Session of the Belgian chambers 
opened. In his speech king Leopold 
congratulated the members in warm terms 
on the general prospects of the country. 
Among other important reforms which had 
oeeu effected or were in progress, parti- 
cular mention was made of the re-orga- 
mzation of the state universities, and the 
project of law on the primary and inter- 
mediate schools. The goveriunent, it was 
Hcbled. in conformity with the intentions 
which the chambers had more than once 
mauilested, had directed its particular 
attention to the fine arts. The revenue 
tv.is spoken of as in a higtily satisfactory 
condition. In reference !•> Holland, “ I 
have Well-founded hopes,” said his majesty, 

that peace yrill not be interrupted ; yet 
prudence mak<» it our duty to rememtier 
that the army' of a neighbouring state is 
maintained on our frontier in a menacing 
attitude.” 

, agricultural and commercial 

bank of Ireland stop\}ed payment. For 
several days previously there* had been a 
general run on many of tlio Irish banks. 


The number of registered partners in the 
agricultural bank exceeded 50U0, but the 
amount of paid-up capital did nut amount 
to 400,000/., while the number of its notes 
out after the stoppage amounted to 
800,000/. 

16. Sir Robert Peel elected lord-rector 
of the university of Glasgow by a ma- 
jority of 93. The numbers were, for sir 
Robert Peel, 316; for sir John Camp- 
bell, 221. 

18. The Carlisle bank of Foster and 
Co. stopped payment. 

The Gazette contained forty-six pages 
of advertisements of intended applications 
to parliament for bills for railroads. 

23. Prince Polignac, who was prime 
minister at the revolution of 1830, and 
who, along with MM. Peyronnet, Chan- 
telauze, and Guernon de Ranville, had 
been condemned to perpetual imprison- 
ment, released and sent out of France. 
Ilisplleag ues had been previously set free. 

24. The average price of wheat, which, 
at the commencement of the year was 36$. 
per (quarter, appears by the otiicial returns 
to be GOjf. Ad. per quarter. The prices of 
provisions, aiul of coal and other articles, 
have been raised. 

Dec. 5. The twenty-fourth congress of 
the United States opened. The (piestions 
of banking and the currency occupied a 
large portion of the message. President 
Jackson alluded to his speedy retirement 
from office. 

21. Mr. O’Connell has met with a 
formidable opponent in the National Asso- 
ciation, in the Rev. Mr. O'Mally, a catholic 
curate of Dublin, who repudiates the ‘ in- 
stalment ’ system of the agitator in the 
redress of Irish grievances. IMr. O'Mally 
objects to the ministerial plan of convert- 
ing tithe into a rent-charge, and, as the 
price of that conversion, giving thirty per 
cent, of the tithe to the landlords. Con- 
sidering the poor the next claimants to 
the clergy themselves, he proposes that 
the whole tithe shall be converted into a 
provision for their relief, and the protest- 
ant clergy supported by the state. His 
resolutions to this effect were supported 
with ability, and only got rid of on the 
21st by Mr. O’Connell moving that they 
be referred to a committee of the associa- 
tion. 

Gomez, the enterprising partisan gene- 
ral of the Carlists, after traversing Spain 
in various directions with surprising ra- 
pidity, and reaching on the 21st uli. the 
Spanish lines near Gibraltar, has succeedetl 
in eluding all his pursuers, and on the 
21st had regained tbe fastnesses of Na- 
varre, where he again sets at defiance the 
queen’s troops. 

21. Died at Narbonue, aged oo, gene- 
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rol Mina, a distinguished Spanish consti- 
tutional commander, who first commenced 
his military career in Navarre against the 
French m 1810. The partisan laurels he 
won over Napoleon’s troops had been tar- 
nished by his late sanguinary proceedings 
against the Garlists, especially ordering the 
mother of Cabrera to be shot (p. 995). His 
health had lung been bad, which, with the 
jirotraction of the civil war. may have helped 
to inflame the revengeful ferocity common 
to the natives of the Peninsula. 

Bilboa, which had been invested by 
the Carlists, under Villa Heal, and the 
siege pressed with great vigour, was de- 
livered by the defeat of the besiegers by 
hspartero, assisted by British naval co- 
operation. The Carlists had been aided 
in their attacks on the city by (he Polish, 
Italian, anil other refugees, belonging to 
the French legion, lately disbanued by 
Louis Philip. Espartero entered Bilboa 
next day in triumph. 

27. French chambers opened. A shot 
was fired at the royal carriage on its way, 
the ball passing through the back of the 
veliicle and narrowly missing the king. 
Mcuiiier, the person who fired, was appre- 
hended, with one or two other persons. 
The king proceeded to the chambers, and 
delivered a speech of considerable length, 
ill which he alluded to the attempt upon 
his life. Meiinier was afterwards tried, 
and condemned to the guillotine, but his 
sentence was changed into banishment for 
ten years. 

Annual Obituary. — J. Davidson, the 
enterprising African Traveller; he was 
murdered by the K1 Hareb tribe, in the 
district of Kgueda, in Africa. Lieut-col. 
James Tod, 52, annalist of Raj(K)otana, 
and successful collector of Indo«(«recian 
antii^uities. At Brussels, of pulmonary 
apoplexy, Thomas Walker, 50, magistrate 
of Lain beth- street police-office, and author 
of a periodical called **The Original.” 
Mr. Walker was a native of Manchester, 
and the son of an extensive manufacturer 
in that town, who was tried for high trea- 
son at Lancaster early in the French 
revolution. Richard Valpy, 82, head 
master of Reading grammar-school. At 
Knaresborough, Edward Day, 101, one of 
the constables who arrested Eugene Aram, 
who was execui^d at York in 1758. (See 
Aug. 3.) Captain Felix M'Donough, 
author of the Hermit in London.” R. 
Seymour, who fur five years supplied the 
clever caricatun^s in Figaro in London.” 
Mr. Seymour was subject to fits of de- 
spondency, in one of which he committed 
suicide. James Wood, 80, a banker and 
drai>er of Gloucester, as his father and 
grandfather bad been. Mr. Wood was a 
bachelor, and, his habits being very penu- 


rious, he accumulated great wealth ; the 
personal property of the deceased amounted 
to about 900,000/., the testamentary dis 
position of which became a subject of liti 
gation, and has been recently annulled 
James Horsburgh, 74, hydographer to the 
East India Company. Barry O’Meara, 
author of a "Voice from St. Helena.” Sir 
Francis Freeling, 73, secretary to the general 
post-office, a situation he had filled lor 
nearly half a century. William Thomas, 
earl of Kerry, 25, M.F. for Caine, and eldest 
son of the marquis of Lansdowne. Sir W il- 
liam Cusack Smith, 73, second baron of the 
Irish court of exchequer, and the author 
of an able volume entitled " Metaphysic 
Rambles.” At Paris, Thomas Reynolds, 
formerly a mercer of Dublin, and the 
United Irishman who betrayed to the 
government the plans of that formidable 
society, and which led to the arrest in 
179S of the leaders, at the house of Mr. 
Bond, and the frustration of the reliellion. 
Hon. H. A. B. Craven, 60, a retired 
major-general, and uncle to the earl of 
Craven. The deceased had been a con- 
siderable loser at Kpsom races, and he 
terminated his existence by shooting him- 
self through the head, Charles Henry, 
M.D.^ 60, one of the greatest scientlhc 
ornaments of Manchester, and a chemist 
of the highest reputation. Dr. Henry 
was found in the private chapel altaelied 
to his house, quite dead, having shot him- 
self with a pistol. Suddenly at Manches- 
ter, supposed from the fatigue of travelling 
and over-excitement, Madame Malibran 
de Beriot, 28, the celebrated vocal actress ; 
this admirable performer had rapidly risen 
into great popularity, and was considered 
unrivalled in " action and in song.” She 
was tw ice married ; first, at New York, to 
an old merchant, who almost immediately 
after was declared insolvent ; and, second, 
to De Beriot, the eminent violinist. 
Charles Day, the wealthy blacking manu- 
facturer : his property, exclusive of an 
estate near Croydon, is said to amount to 
450,000/, Near New York, colonel Aaron 
Burr, 80, notorious for his fatal duel with 
general Hamilton in 1804, which drove 
him from the United States, and his Mex- 
ican expedition, which involved him in » 
trial for high treason. John Bannister, 
76, the famous comedian : he took leave 
of the stage in 1815, after thirty-seven 
years of almost unequalled popularity. 
At Moffatt, John Loudon M-Adam, olJ, 
the introducer of the system of ^nd- 
xnaking known by his name. Hon, 
George Augusts Lamb, 29, only son ot 
viscount Melbourne. Matthias Attwood, 
94, father of Matthias Attwood, M.P. for 
Whitehaven, and of Thomas Attwooa, 
M.P. for Birmiugham. s Near Donegfd; 
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Mrs. Charles Gallagher, 109 ; at the age 
of 59 Mrs. Gallagher gave birth to three 
children, two of whom survived her. (^Ann. 
Reg, Ixxviii. 222.) John Richardson, 70, 
the itinerant dramatic showman : though 
his first recollection of himself was 
that of a little urchin in the workhouse 
of Great Marlow, he died worth 20,000/., 
most of which he left to two nephews and 
a niece. The earl of Rosslyn, 75, a general 
ill the army ; his lordship, like his uncle, 
the first lord Loughborough, (p. GG4,) 
was something of a whig, though he took 
office under the Wellington ministry; he 
voted in favour of the catholic claims, but 
was active in his opposition to the reform 
bill. 

A.D. 1837, Jnn. — Speculation and 
OvEimtADiNG. — The state of general pros- 
perity which was noticed at the beginning 
of the past year was followed in the sum- 
mer by those symptoms of mercantile 
reaction that have been usually observed 
peiiodically ti» succeed periods of great 
iiuUistrial activity and commercial adven- 
ture. The present revulsion had a similar 
origin, and was marked by similar charac- 
teristics. as those \ireviou8ly assigned to 
l825-() ; but its effects were more limited 
ill this country, and less enduring, than 
the lumous pecuniary dest>iation which 
siirnalized the former period. The chief 
distinction between the elemental causes 
of the twp was the more limited agency of 
jirivate credit and the greater share bank- 
ing and overtrading had in producing the 
crisis of 1 3G-7. In the existing difficuU 
tie.s banking and speculation, especially of 
the American houses and of the Americans 
themselves, seem to have been the chief, 
if not the exclusive, sources of embarrass- 
nieiit. The recent partiality for joint- 
stock hanks in England and Ireland grew 
out of the disasters which befel the lianking 
Huns in 1825; their destruction in that 
and former periods of commercial difficulty 
was considered to have arisen from the 
narrow basis on which they had been esta- 
blished, and that, by increasing their capi- 
tal and the number of persons interested 
in their stability, their strength would be 
augmented. It was with the view of car- 
rying out these views that the government 
prevailed upon the bank of England to 
surrender some of their immunities. J oint- 
stock hanks were no longer restricted to 
SIX, but were allowed, like the hanks of 
l^cotland, to have #ny number of partners 
With direct agencies in London. Either 
absence of enterprise, however, 
or the torpor that naturally followed the 
convulsion of 1825, these encouragements 
little immediate effect ; and from 
that year to 1833 only thirty joiiit*8tock 
hanki had been estabUshed. But in 1833, 


the charter of the bank being renewed, 
divested of most of its exclusive privileges, 
either from this cause or more probably 
the revival of commercial enteqirise, joint- 
stock hanks rapidly multiplied. In 1833 
there was an nddition of ten; in 1834 ot 
eleven ; in 1835 of nine ; and in the first 
ten months of 1836 there was the enor- 
mous increase of forty-five joint-stock 
banks. In Ireland, from 1834 to the end 
of 1836, ten joint-stock hanks had been 
established, making an aggregate of eighty- 
two, exclusive of their branches, which 
are equivalent to so many hanks, in all the 
chief towns of the two kingdoms. Tiie 
connexion between these banking asso- 
ciations and the commercial difficulties of 
the present year formed a subject of con- 
troversy between Mr. Horsley Palmer, the 
leading advocate of the bank of England, 
and Messrs. Loyd, Salomons, and Ricardo, 
who leaned to the side of the country 
hanks. In considering their respective 
statements, there seems to have been little 
more than the old degree of particeps 
criminis that distinguished former periods 
of pecuniary pressure. The crisis of the 
present year was the counterpart, as before 
remarked, in its leading features, of that 
which ten years had preceded it : in both 
the coming storm was preluded by a wild 
spirit of mercantile venture ; hut the em- 
barrassments created were neither so gene- 
rally diffused in, nor exclusively limited to 
England — they extended to Ireland nud 
the United States, where a scene of mone- 
tary disorder presented itself wholly un- 
exampled; hankers, importers, merchants, 
traders, and the government, being com- 
mingled in one mass of temporary insol- 
vency. On both sides of the Atlantic 
difficulties, however, had a common origin 
— an inordinate thirst of gain ; in America 
sought to be realized by land-jobs and 
overtrading in British produce ; iu England 
from excess of exports, railway projects, 
joint-stock companies for insurance, dis. 
tilleries, cemeteries, newspapers, sperm-oil, 
cotton-twist, and zoological gardens. Tlie 
mania for these share-undertakings was 
not limited to London, hut was equally 
rife in LiveriH>ol, Manchester, and Leeds. 
The banks fed the flame, though they did 
not kindle it. The first Ughtf as Mr. 
Tooke has shown, always comes from the 
tem|)tation of low prices and a tendency to 
higher, which, generating increasing con- 
sumption and demand, rouse into action 
the mercantile classes. No sooner are 
these symptoms abroad than the banks 
let go their paper, and instantly the com-* 
mercial world is in a blaze. VV^ith the 
example of greater confidence in the banks, 
of readiness to afford advances to indivi- 
duals, the sphere of private credit by hills 
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and open account is instantly distended to 
an enormous size. The scene is changed 
as if by magic. Mistrust, stagnation, and 
inertness, are converted into boundless 
confidence, mercantile activity, and specu- 
lative enterprise. Money, or what passes 
for money, is everywhere abundant; a 
community of sellers becomes one of 
buyers, and the wits of speculators and 
adventurers of every denomination set to 
work to absorb the seeming ca^utal that 
overflows in every channel. That this 
was the cycle of the last as of former mer- 
cantile revolutions, is established by the 
state of prices and the issues of the hanks. 
From 1834 to the summer of 1836 prices 
were on the advance, and speculation ac- 
tive. During the same period the provin- 
cial banks, both of England and Ireland, 
augmented their issues; and, though the 
bank of England did not contempora- 
neously increase its circidatiou ot notes, it 
was enabled to aid individual enterprise 
l>v the vast amount of private deposits at 
iU disposal, and of which of late years it 
has become the great reservoir. It is 
private balances, not an increase of its 
issues, that has, since 1826, constituted 
the active trading resources of the bank. 
In the use of their circulating capital, the 
directors have been accused of either undue 
eagerness to profit by its employment, or 
indiscreet precipitancy in their banking 
operations; of having afforded too much 
accommodation to imiividualsfrom August, 
1835, to April, 18.36, in order to facilitate 
the working of the West India loan of 
1835 ; and then, when their own turn in 
that speculation had been served, of sud- 
denly narrowing their discounts either to 
stop the efflux of gold to Ireland and the 
United .States, or to enable them better to 
support the northern and central bank to 
which they were committed, and the Ame- 
rican houses. In the interval mentioned, 
advances could be readily obtained on 
stock and other approved securities ; but 
as the summer advanced, discounts wen 
abruptly refused to the largest and hitherb 
most respectable houses of Liverjxjol am 
London: trade in consequence becam< 
paralysed; prices suddenly dropped from 
30 to 40 per cent., and the various share 
bubbles floated on the tide of the previous 
pecuniary re» undancy rapidly collapsed 
from want of dupes or instalments. This 
is one view that has been taken of the mone- 
tary pressure. . But it is just to observe that 
there is always a period in the inovements 
of commerce when it is incumbent on thr 
, banks to interfere for their own safety am 
that of the community ; and that thi 
point is, when commerce has obviously 
degenerated into unprincipled adventures, 
not tbuoded on th^ regular demands o< 


rade either present or future, but solely 
in the command of unstinted resources. 

is often only by withholding the means 
hat the speculative furor can be arrested ; 
hat traffic can be prevented degenerating 
ito mere gambling and monopoly, by 
hich all pecuniary bargains and contracts 
ire deranged and prices forced up to an ex- 
ravagaiit height, destructive of internal 
consumption and foreign commerce. At 
he same time, the exercise of this whole- 
ome check is sure to be inconvenient to 
ome, and will assuredly incur the censure 
if those parties whose miscalculations or 
mercantile avidity have tempted them into 
mdertakings beyond their available re- 
lources. In the production of present 
difficulties PRIVATE CREDIT particij)ated 
onjointly with the issues and advances of 
he banks, both in town and the country. 
These quicken into life, but, after that is 
ione, private credit, by the multiplication 
f bills of exchange and the extension of 
current accounts, forms the great machinery 
if commercial operations. Of the expau- 
ive power of these agents and I lie mighty 
ulcrum they afford for speculation, ilie 
isclosiires made by the great American 
iouses of London — “ the three \V‘s’' as 
:hey were termed — are a demonstration. 
The following account of tliese films, 
published in June, 1837, presents features 
_n the history of commerce deserving to 
be recoriled. They are the amount of 
bills payable from June to December: — 


Wilson and Co. 
Wiggiii and Co. 
Wildes and Co. 


X'!)36,3l)() 

674,700 

50:),00U 


Total of acceptances £2,1 16,000 
An aggregate of acceptances to the 

araoiiiit of 2,116,000/. is upwards of one- 

sixth part of the aggregate circulation oft In; 
private and joint-stock banks of Kiiglainl 
and Wales, and about one-eightli part of 
the average circulation of the bunk of Kng- 
land. Bills of exchange are not cashy hut, 
when accepted by houses of undoubted 
credit, possess almost equal active force in 
the commercial world. The lollowiug 
are the amount of their shipments to 
America, which attest a not less specula- 
tive avidity in the United States than hai 
prevailed in England : — 


Wiggin and Co. • ^ 

Wildes and Co. 

Wilson and Co, (dry goods 
account) 


£1,118,000 
. 623,000 

364,000 


If this i* not overttading, it >» 
aiidacioua enterpriw. It show* that 
is in B/ifwh and American inetchants. 
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well fls in ilic seamen of the two countries) 
a spirit of hardy adventure that can be 
matclied in no other nations. The above 
instances have been chronicled as examples 
of the commercial spirit of the age and of 
the magnitude of in lividiial transactions, 
aideil by the resources of private credit. In 
conclusion, it is satisfactory to mention 
that, within two years after, almost the 
entire of the pecuniary difficulties of 1836-7 
liad passed away, commerce had resumed 
its wonted channels and activity, and that 
the great houses mentioned above were 
in a condition to meet all demands against 
them, chiefly in consequence of the hanks 
of the United States, the whole of which 
had stopped payment, having again resumed 
payments in specie and the regular trans- 
action of banking business with their cus- 
tomers. 

11. Sir Robert Peel delivered an in- 
aitguial address on his instalbitiun as lord 
rector of the university of Glasgow, and on 
the 13tli he was entertained at a grand 
baiKjuet given by the conservatives, at 
wl)ich nearly 3600 citizens were present. 

23. llanquet in Drury-lane theatre to 
Messrs. Byng and Hume, the members for 
Middlesex. The pit was boarded over, 
and it was the first instance of a political 
dinner given in one of the large theatres. 
About 1600 persons were present, exclusive 
of a splendid galaxy of ladies, who occupied 
the buxt's, and spectators in the galleries. 
Lord William Russell presided. In the 
course of his address to the electors, on his 
health being drunk, Mr. Byng remarked 
that lie had represented them and their 
fathers for fifty years. He sakl that he 
was against the Trench war in 1793, both 
from “principle and policy; but that nine- 
tenths of the country were in favour of it.’’ 
This is important, as the testimony of a 
whig, and conhrmswhat has been ^ire- 
vioiisly advanced on the popular auspices 
(p. 57 1) under which that great contest 
began. 

31. Parliament opened by commis- 
sion ; the lord-chancellor read the king’s 
speech. It announced the continuance of 
friendly relations with foreign powers ; al- 
luded to the successful naval co-operation 
afforded to Spain, to the late change in Por- 
tugal, and to the state of Lower Canada, to 
'^'hich last the attention of parliament was 
direefed A renewal of the inquiry into 
the operation of joint-stock banks was re- 
commended ; as, also, measures for the 
improvement of civil and criminal jus- 
tice, and lor giving increased stability to 
the established church, by promoting con- 
cord and good-will. Special attention was 
directed to the state of Ireland, iuvoWing 
a consideration of municipal corpora- 
lions, the collection of tithes, tpid ® legal 


provision for the poor, which last was de- 
scribed as “ a difficult, but pressing ques- 
tion.’* Addresses were agreeil to in both 
houses almost without discussion. The 
duke of Wellington said he had seldom 
heasd a speech less liable to objection. In 
the commons the chief novelty was a 
speech of Mr. Roebuck, accusing Mr. O’Con- 
nell of selfishness, and the whigs of pan- 
dering to the popular passions on one side, 
and to patrician feelings on the other. Be- 
fore reading a copy of the speech, the 
speaker read two letters, one from the lord- 
chancellor, intimating that he had issued 
his warrant for the apprehension of a 
member of the house, Mr. Charlton, for a 
contempt of court, and another from Mr. 
Charlton, claiming his parliamentary 
privilege. A committee was appointed to 
inquire, which reported that there had 
been no interference with the privileges of 
the house, and Mr. Charlton was bfter- 
wards liberated from the Fleet, on express- 
ing, by petition to the lord chancellor, con- 
trition for his oflence, which was an im- 
proper interference in a suit in chancery. 

The following division of parties in the 
house of commons appeared just before 
the meeting of parliament : — 


Radicals 

80 

Liberals 

100 

Whigs . 

152 

Total ministerialists . 

, 332 

Conservatives 

80 

Tories . 

139 

Ultra-tories 

100 


319 


The speaker and six vacant seats made 
up the remaining seven votes. 

Feh, 2. A numerous meeting at the 
Crown and Anchor, to petition parliament 
for the total abolition of church-rates. 
Next day 400 delegates from dissenting 
congregations and anti-church-rate asso- 
ciations from all parts of Knglaiul walked 
in processsiun from the tavern tt» Downing- 
street, to have an interview with viscount 
Melbourne. 

The parochial authorities of the city of 
London met and passed resol ui ions depre- 
cating the introduction of the new poor law 
into the city. 

6. Petition from Messrs. Hansard, 
printers of the house of commons, pre- 
sented, complaining that an action tor 
liijel had been brought against theiii, in 
consequence of a j>assage in a printed 
report of a committee of the house on the 
state of prisons, in which it was stated 
that disgusting books had been found in 
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New{^ate> pripted by a bookseller, whose 
name was mentioned. It gave rise to a 
long conversation on parliamentary privi- 
leges. Next day the action Stockdale v. 
Hansard was tried in the court of king’s 
bench. Lord Denman said that he was 
not aware the authority of the commons 
dould justify the publication of a libel ; an 
opinion which led to the institution of an 
inquiry into the extent of the privileges 
of the commons, in the printing and pub- 
lishing their reports, votes, and proceed- 
ings ; and, May 30, lord Howick moved 
resolutions to the following effect: — That, 
the power of publishing the proceedings of 
the house is essential to its functions; 
that it is the sole judge of the extent of 
its own privileges ; and that, therefore, it 
was a breach of privilege to bring any ac- 
tion upon them before any court or tri- 
bunal ; and that it was a contempt of par- 
liament for any such court or tribunal to 
assume to decide such matter of privilege. 
These resolutions were passed by 126 to 26. 
Lord Denman gave notice of a motion 
respecting the resolutions, in the upper 
house, which he afterwards withdrew, the 
action in the court of law was suffered to 
proceed, and the judges have not yet given 
judgment. As the parliamentary papers are 
now openly sold, with the permission of 
the house of commons, and to the great 
convenience of many persons, this wider 
diffusion of their contents will probably 
render the commons more careful in future 
ill giving circulation to any statements 
that may be detrimental to the character 
or interests of individuals. 

7. Died at St. Gall, in Switzerland, in 
his 58th year, Gustavus II., who, since 
his deposition from the the throne of Swe- 
den, had privately visited England and 
other countries under the name of colonel 
Gustuvson. The ex-king had much of the 
wilful ness of his predecessor, Charles XII., 
and his ill-timed resistance to the power 
of Napoleon and strange treatment of 
sir John Moore showed that he was uufit 
to reign. The latter years of his life had 
l>een spent in great poverty, pertinaciously 
refusing any pecuniary aid, beyond his : 
annuity of 96/. He had several children, ' 
one, a son, educated iu the university of 
Kilinburgh, and now a general in the Aus- 
trian service. B« was succeeded on the 
Swedish throne by his uncle, the duke of 
Sudermania, who was succeeded by mar- 
shal Bernadotte, the reigning sovereign. 

7. Lord John Russell introduced the bill 
for the amendment of the municipal cor- 
porations of Ireland. It diffifred little from 
the bill thrown out last session, the chief 
provisions of which haMS been described. 

10. Lord de Koos, premier baron of 
England, is found guilty, by the verdict of 


a jury, of cheating at cards, after a trial, 
which lasted during this and the whole or 
the preceding day. 

13. Lord John Russell detailed in a 
committee of the whole house the govern- 
ment plan for introducing poor-laws into 
Ireland. He stated that the support of 
mendicants in that country fell almost 
solely on the humbler classes, and that the 
farmers and cottiers contributed in food 
from 700,000/. to 1,000,000/. annually. 
The chief feature of the ministerial bill is, 
that it contemplates a legal relief to all 
classes of the destitute, as well able-bodied 
as infirm; but there is to be no out-doot 
relief; nor any relief except in workhouses. 
When the plan comes into full o{)eration, 
it is calculated that Ireland will be 
divided into 100 unions, with a workhouse 
and board of guardians for each. The 
English poor-law commissioners, with the 
prospective addition of one to iheir 
number, are to introduce and control the 
scheme. It was favourably received by 
the house, though strenuously opposed by 
Mr. O’Connell on the second reading, as 
an inadequate measure. The progress 
of the bill was interrupted by the disso- 
lution of parliament. 

13. A trial, that commenced on tlni 
10th, terminated, in which Dr. Morrison, 
the vender of a universal medicine-pill, ob- 
tained 200/. damages against the Weekly 
Disptttcky for a libel relating to a charge 
of insolvency; but the verdict was for 
the defendants on the issue relating to 
the dangerous nature of the pill. 

14. Motion by sir William Molesworth, 
to repeal the statutes requiring a property 
qualification in members of parliament, 
ejected by 133 to 104. 

16. Motion of Mr. C. Lushiiigton, for 
the exclusion of bishops from parliament, 
lost by 197 to 92. 

18. Six new steamers have been launched 
by the Austrian government, for the navi- 
gation of the Danube. 

19. Champion, a mechanic, having 
been arrested on a charge of constructing 
a new infernal machine to destroy Louis 
Philip, hangs himself in prison. 

20. Meeting at the Crown and Anchor, 
for commencing a subscrijition to erect 
monuments in London and Edinburgh to 
the memory of Muir, Palmer, Skirving, 
Gerald, and Margarot. who, forty-lour 
years before, (see p. 584,) had suffered in 
the cause of parliamentary reform. Mr. 
Hume was in the chair. Colonel Thomp- 
son JUr. D. W. Harvey, and fifteen other 
members of parliament, were present. 

22. After thrdfe nights’ debate, lord f 
Egertun's inotion for the abolition, instead 
of ^e anieiifiment, of the Irish mnnicipft' 
cor^ratioiis, rejected by 322 to 242, 
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23. Second reading of the Wills Bill 
moved by lord Langdale^ who stated the 
changes which subsequently became law. 
Lords Brougham and Abiuger expressed 
high approbation of the intended improve* 
ments. The new measure abolishes all 
wills by paro/e, or otherwise than in writing, 
excepting the cases of aoidiers or seamen. 
Wills of personal estate must now be at- 
tested by two or more witnesses, in the 
same manner as wills of real estate ; and 
all descriptions of property, real, personal, 
freehold, or copyhold, are placed on the 
same footiug in the mode of devising 
them. 

24. Mr. Walter moves for a committee 
to inquire into tlie operation of the poor-law 
act. An amendment is proposed by loid 
John Ktissell, for a committee to inquire 
into the administration of the relief oi the 
poor, under the orders and regulations of 
the poor-law commissioners. Debate ad- 
journed, and resumed on the 27th, when 
the minister’s amendment for a committee, 
having power for a full inquiry, short of 
calling in question the principle of the bill, 
was agreed to. 

24. Spanish Constitution. — ^This in- 
strument, which was first proclaimed at 
Cadiz in 1812, again by Riegoin 1820, was 
for the third time introduced, and a draught 
of it presented to the general cortes, as- 
sembled for the purpose on the 24th, by a 
special committee appointed last year to 
revise its provisions. The following are 
some of the articles of the constitution, 
which tha cortes has sanctioned and de- 
creed to be that of the Spanish monarchy : 
— 1. All Spaniards may print and publish 
freely their opinions, without submitting 
tliem to any previous censorship, by merely 
conforming to the laws: the trial ofoifences 
of the press belongs exclusively to a jury 
2. The same code of laws shall be enforced 
ill the whole monarchy, and there shall be 
only one common law in ordinary civil 
anil criminal prosecutions. 3. All Spaniards 
are admissible to all offices and public 
tunctions according to their merit and 
capacity. 4. Penalty of confiscation of 
property prohibited. 5. The nation en- 
gages to provide for the maintenance of 
religion, and the ministers of the Catholic 
faith jirofessed by the Spanish nation. An 
amendment to this article was proposed, 
but failed, to the effect that ** no Spaniard 
snail in future be prosecuted or tried fur 
his religious opinions contrary to expec- 
tation, it was opposed by M. Arguelles. 

power of making laws resides. Jia 
the CORTES and the king. The cortes to 
consist of two legislative assemblies equal 
*n rights and power— a senate and ji con- 
gress of deputies. The nurnbetoCfenators 
to be equal to three-fifths of the deputies. 


The senators to be chosen by the king out 
of a list of three candidates, presented by 
the electors of each province qualified to 
return deputies to the cortes. The number 
of senators chosen to be proportioned to 
the population of each province. They 
must be 40 years old, possessed of an in- 
dependent fortune, and are chosen for life. 
To the congress of deputies each province 
to return one deputy, at least, for every 
50,000 souls of its population. To be en- 
titled to sit as a deputy, it is necessary to 
be a layman, 25 years of age, and possessed 
of the other qualifications required by the 
electoral law. The deputies are elected 
for three years. Any deputy accepting a 
pension, office, or commission, salaried by 
the government, is subjected to re-election. 
7. The cortes to meet every year, the king 
having the power to convoke, adjourn, 
prorogue, and dissolve the congress; but, 
in the latter case, must assemble another 
cortes within three months. 8. The depu- 
ties to appoint their president, vice-presi- 
dent, and secretaries. 9. One of the legis- 
lative bodies not to meet without the 
other, unless it be to sit in judgment on 
the ministers. 10. The legislative bodies 
cannot deliberate in one assembly, nor in 
the presence of the king. 1 1 . The sittings 
of both chambers to be public. 12. The 
person of the king sacred and inviolate, 
and not responsible. The ministers to be 
held responsible. The powers of the 
crown are analogous to those of the British 
sovereign: but he cannot, unless empowered 
by a special law, alienate or exchange any 
portion of the Spanish territory, nor admit 
foreign troops into the kingdom ; nor ratify 
treaties of an aggressive nature or those of 
a special commercial nature, or which 
stipulate the affording of subsidies to 
foreign powers ; nor can he contract mar- 
riage or permit it to be contracted by those 
in the line of the succession. 13. The 
civil list of the king and royal family to 
be fixed at the commencement of each 
reign. 14. The succession to the crown 
to be in the order of primogeniture, pre- 
ferring, in the same degree, the older to 
the younger, and the male to the female 
branch. 15. If a queen regnant marries, 
her husband cannot take any part iu the 
government of the kingdom. 16. The 
cortes may exclude from the succession 
persons they deem incapable to govern, or 
who have been guilty of any act for which 
they ought to lose their right to the crown. 
17. Whatever the king may order to bo 
done must be signed by the minister to 
whose department it appertains, and no 
public functionary shall execute^ any de- 
cree deficient in this authentication. 18. 
Ministers may be senators or deputies, and 
take part in the discussions of both chain- 
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bers, but can only vote in that to which 
they belong. 10. Independence of the 
judges aiul judicial administration are se- 
cured. Tlie remaining articles relate to 
the election of deputations for the pro* 
vinces, and municipalities for the towns, 
the constitution of the military force, and 
Taxation. In the revised constitution no 
alteration has been made in the qualifica- 
tions of the deputies, nor of the elective 
constituency, which continues regulated 
by the electoral law. A bill passed during 
this session of the cortes, providing that 
the orphans of all those who died ‘‘ martyrs 
to the cause of liberty ” since 1 823 shall 
be adopted by the nation, and that the 
names of Riego, Ernpecinado, Torrijos, 
Mina, and some others, shall be inscribed 
in the churches. 

March 3. The chancellor of the exche- 
quer explained the principle of his mea- 
sure for the abolition of church-rates. The 
managemeut of church lands to be vested 
in eleven commissioners, five clerical and 
six lay, of whom three are to be paid com- 
missioners. The lands of the bishops, 
and of the deans and chapters, to be vested 
in the commissioners ; and by a better 
system of management, by getting rid of 
the present system of letting on fines, 
suffering the leases to run out and re- 
letting the lands on better terms, it is 
calculated 250.000/. per annum may be 
saved. This sum, aided by pew-rents, it 
is supposed will be sufficient for the pur- 
poses to which church-rates are now ap- 
plied. In certain cases, the church tenants 
will be allowed to purchase the fee-simple 
of their holdings, subject to a fixed rent 
payable to the commissioners. A resolution 
embodying the principle of the scheme 
was submitted to the house. It was op- 
posed by sir R. Inglis, sir W. Foliett, aii<l 
others, on the ground that it was making 
the church support itself, and, indirectly, 
a recognition of the “ voluntiiry principle '* 
in religion, and, therefore, subversive of 
the national church. The debate was 
adjourned, and resumed on the 13th and 
14 th, when the resolution was carried by 
273 to 250. At a subsequent stage, a 
motion for introducing a bill founded on 
the ministerial plan was only carried by 
2S7 to 282 ; and lord John Russell shortly 
after Intimated that the bill, for tlie pre- 
sent, was abai^iicned, with the view of 
appointing a committee to inquire into 
the mode of leasing and managing the 
real estates of the church. 

4. Martin Van Buren installed president 
of the United States. He succeeded 
general Jackson. 

6, Avkaibs of CahAda. — Lord John 
Kuseell submitted to parliament a series 
of resolutions respecting I^iwer Canada, 
rendered necessary by the discontented 


and agitated state of the province, and the 
refusal of the colonial legislature to vote 
the supplies of money requisite to the 
administration of justice and the carrying 
on the government. The resolutions stated 
in substance, that no supplies had been 
voted since Oct. 31, 1832; that the sup- 
plies up to the current year amounted to 
142,160/.; that the house of assembly 
demanded an elective legislative council 
and the repeal of an act passed by tlie 
imperial parliament in favour of the North 
American land company; that in the 
present state of the province the granting 
of these demands is inexpedient ; that it 
is advisable to repeal certain acts affecting 
trade and tenures, provided the colonial 
iegUlature would pass a law fur the dis- 
charge of lands therein from feudal dues 
and services; that, for defraying the arrears 
due and the customary charges of the 
government, the governor be empowered 
to apply to these objects the hereditary, 
territorial, and casual revenues of the 
crown ; that the crown revenues be ]dact‘d 
under the control of the colonial legislature 
after supplies have been voted for defraying 
the charges of government ; lastly, that the 
colonial legislatures of both the Canadas 
be empowered to remove the obstacl's 
which impede the trade and commercial 
intercourse of the two provinces, Mr. 
Roebuck, and some other members, uii- 
posed the resolutions us an infringement 
of the Canadian constitution, and a cueic- 
ing of the people. But, the violent pro- 
ceedings of the colonial parliament calling 
for strong measures, they met with the 
general support of political parties. The 
debate was adjourned, and each resolution 
separately, and the entire series, agreed 
to, April 24. 

7. Mr. Grote brought forwanl his annual 
motion for the adoption of the ballot in 
parliamentary elections, which was re- 
jected by 265 to 153. In 1833 the motion 
was rejected by 211 to 106; in 1835 l>y 
317 to 144 ; in 1836 by 139 to 51 votes. 

8. Independence of the Texas country 
recognised by the United States of /\ine- 
rica. It drew forth a protest from the 
Mexican government. 

9. The archbishop of Canterbury jire- 
sents petitions agaiust the ministerial plan 
for the abolition of church-rates, and ex- 
presses, 6n tho part of 15 bisJmps, their 
decided opposition to *the measure. A 
discussion takes place between the arch- 
bishop* the ’ prime minister, and other 
lords; the petitions are ordered to lie on 
the table. 

10. On the Vote for the navy estimates, 
lord Mahon calls the attention of t lo 
house to tho state of Spain, when Ion 
Palmerston, in a long and able spooc , 
dcteiids the cyurte of policy adopted 
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his majttsty’s government. Mr. O'Connell 
disclaims any alliance between don Carlos 
and Catholicism, and inveighs against the 
conduct oi* the king of the French. 

11. Meeting at the Mansion-house in 
the city, to set on foot a subscription for 
the relief of the tenantry of the landowners 
in the north of Scotland, alleged to be in 
great distress. The lord-mayor presided. 
A large sum of money was subscribed. 

Several bankers at Tours are convicted 


but on the contrary, 1 rejoice, in the part 
1 then took, and 1 now congratulate his 
majesty's ministers on its success.” 

1 1. The earl of Radnor's bill, for the 
revision of the statutes of the universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge, thrown out 
without a division, on the second reading. 

Trial of James Greenacre and Sarah 
Gale, which commenced the preceding 
day, at the central criminal court, for the 
murder of Hannah Brown, terminated. 


of having tampered with the persons in 
charge of the telegraph at that place, with 
a view to obtain early and secret informa- 
tion for stock-jobbing i)urposes. 

IG. Mr. Clay’s motion for admitting 
corn at a fixed duty lost in the commons 
by 223 to 89. 

23. Prior to the Easter recess, lord John 
Russell obtained leave to introduce a series 
of bills, which were passed into statutes, 
for the amendment of the criminal law. 
Among the objects embraced by these 
measures were a further diminution of 
capital punishments, the limitation of 
traiisjxntation, and the judicial power of 
awarding solitary imprisonment. The 
extreme jienalty of the law has now been 
removed from all offences except seven, 
namely, treason, murder, rape, sodomy, 
burglary, robbery with violence, and arson 
with intent to commit murder. Death 
punishment is abolished in all cases of 
forgery. 

27. Above ,30,000 persons go from Lcjn- 
don to Greenwich, by the railroad, to tho 
Easter fa’r. 

28. Died at Brighton, in her 80th year, 
Mrs. Fitzberbert, who first married, in 
177o, Edward Weld, esq., of Lulworth 
Castle, uncle to the late cardinal Weld. 
Her si’cuiid marriage was witli Mr. Fitz- 
herbert, who died in 1781. She had no 
children by either husband. Her beauty, 
fascinating manners, and domestic virtues, 
next attractwl the attentions of the prince 
of Wales, to whom, as alieady mentioned, 
(i>. 770) she was married. Her disposition 
was frank, generous, indulgent, and hospi- 
table. It is supposed that an annuity of 
8 ()()()/. ayear reverts to the royal family 
by her death. 

5. Upwards of 8,000 looms unem- 
ployed ill Spitalfields. Her majesty 
began a subscription fur the* distressed 
weavers by a donation of 1 00/. 

7 , Bishop of Exeter, on presenting 
petitions against the Poor Act, made 
a speech attacking that measure. It was 
delendi'd by lords Brougham, Melbourne, 
atid others. Tho duke of Wellington 
said,--** I avow at once that I supported 
tho bill at the time his majesty’s ministers 
proposeil it ; and I di> not repent of what 
I did on that occasiOii in supporting it. 


Greenacre was sentenced to be executed, 
and Gale, a woman with whom he co- 
habited, who was convicted, not of the 
murder, but of being accessory after the 
fact, to he transported for life. This case 
was productive of great excitement on the 
part of the public, from the singular atro- 
city of its circumstances. In the early 
part of the year, the head, trunk, and 
lower members of a female, haying been 
foujnd ill three separate and distinct parts 
of the metropolis, great efforts were made, 
for some time without success, to discover 
the supposed murderer. The mutilated 
remains were at length identified as those 
of a female, whom Greenacre, tempted by 
some trifling savings she had accumu- 
lated as a laundress, had promised to 
marry ; and on his apprehension, he con- 
fessed that he had killed her, by what he 
termed an accidental blow, given in 
passion, and had disposed of the body in 
fragments to conceal the murder. This 
happened at Walworth, in a small cottage 
ot which Greenacre was the owner, and to 
which he had invited Mrs. Brown. On 
the night he was taken he tried to stran- 
gle himself, and was found in his cell by 
the gaoler, in a state of insensibility. He 
expressed regret that his life had been 
saved, and that he had not been permitted 
as he said, to go off.*’ A more artful 
and cold-blooded villain never suffered at 
the Old Bailey. He met death with un- 
shrinking nerve, and neither during his 
trial, nor at the place of execution, did a 
single expression escape him, of pity for 
! his victim, or remorse for his crime. 

■ 12. Ml*. Hume’s bill, to vest the as- 

sessment and control of the county rates, 
in a board of 12 or 20, elected by the rate- 
payers, instead of the county magistrates, 
as at present, was rejected on the 
reading in the commons, by 1'/ to t . 
The county rates had, increased, partly 
from lavish expenditure, and many mem- 
bers expressed themselves in favour o e 
principle of the bill, but opposed to its 

details, Roebuck's motion, the object 
of which was to repeal the penny stamp 
, on newspapers, rejected by 8 to 
42. It was opposed by tho chancellor o 
’ the exchequer, who. repudiated the idea 
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that government wished by the contin 
nance of the tax to retnjiii a control ovei 
the public press. The reduction of th< 
duty to a penny (the amount levied i. 
queen Anne's reign) had been complete!, 
successful, by greatly increasing the cii- 
culation of newspapers, and entirely 
crushing the illicit traffic in unstamped 
journals. 

In this month died lady de Lisle, th< 
eldest, and favourite daughter of the king, 
by Mrs. Jordan; also, the duchess dow- 
ager of Saxe Meiniiigen, mother of the 

queen. 

May 1. Lord Morpeth brought forward 
a resolution ibr the settlement of the Irish 
tithe question. He reminded the house 
that he rose for the third time to explain 
the provisions of the fifth bill that within 
the l^t three years had been brought into 
parliament fur the settlement of Irish 
tithes. This measure had no better suc- 
cess in the present than in the preceding 
session. 

4. Mr. Pryme withdrew his motion in 
the commons, the object of which was an 
inquiry, by a royal commission, into the 
universities of Oxford and Cambridge, on 
receiving an intimation from Mr. Rice 
that inquiry was necessary, and that the 
crown, when it thought fit, had ample 
power to institute it. The subject was 
mentioned in the lords on the ^th, when 
the duke of Wellington said that the 
heads of the universities were considering 
the subject, with a view to alteration. 

5. On lord Melbourne moving that the 
house go into committee on the Iri$>h 
municipal bill, the duke of Wellington 
said, that the bill had a tendency to 
injure that church establishment, which it 
had been the policy of England fur 300 
years to uphold ; and that as there were 
several other measures in the commons 
affecting the interests of the church, the 
house should wait till they had all the 
bills together. He therefore moved to 
postpone the bill to the 9th June, which 
was carried by 192 to Ho. On June 9th 
lord Lyndhurst moved a further postpone- 
ment to the 3rd July, and in the interval 
the king died. Parliameut was soon after 
dissolved. 

8. Jjniiif Philip publishes an ordi- 
nance, granting, with certain exceptions, 
pardon to all persons convi' ted of political 
oHenceSi and confiniiting the sentence of 
death pronounced by the co .trt of peers on 
Meunier into one of banishment fur lU 
years. The amnesty gave much satis- 
i'actiou to the French |)eopIe. 

9. Lord Brougham enters his protest 1 
on the journals of the house of lords 
against tne mmisterial resolutions respect- 
ing Canada. (Hee March 6.) 


11. Sir Francis Burdeit re-elected for 
Westminster. A large portion of the con- 
stituency of this city having become 
dissatisfied with the political conduct of 
their representative, in the abandonment 
of radical, and the adoption of conser- 
vative principles, called upon him to resign 
his seat, by resolutions passed at a public 
meeting. This call the baronet answered 
by accepting the Chiltern Hundreds, and 
again presenting himself as a candidate 
for Westminster. J. T. Leader, M.P. for 
Bridgewater , having been previously in- 
vited to stand, resigned in like manner, 
and opposed sir Francis Burdeit. The 
result was looked to with interest, as a 
trial of political strength. On the close 
of the poll the numbers were, Burdett, 
3460; Leader, 2874 ; majority, 586, 

15. Brilliant successes were obtained 
about this period over the Carlists. On 
the 15th Espartero drove them from Her- 
nani. On the 17th the British legios 
under general Evans carried Irun by 
assault, after a desperate resistance. Next 
day the fortress of Fueiitarabia sur- 
rendered to the British troops. 

16. Great Yorkshire meeting, held on 
liartshead-moor, near Huddersfield, a 
requisition having been presented to the 
lord-lieuteiiant of the county, signed by 
upwards of 4000 householders, to consider 
the principles and operation of the New 
*^or Law. Most of the townships of the West 
Hiding attended, accompanied with bands 
of music and Hags, inscrilied with mottoes : 
such as, **To smite the poor, is treason 
against God.” Can the Christian man 
bastile the poor P” ** Those whom God has 
joined, let no man put asunder.” lie, 
hat oppresseth the pour to increase his 
Wealth, shall surely come to want.” “ The 
poor have a right to a subsisteuce from 
the land.” The number assembled was 
estimated at near 100,000. Mr, Oastler, 
the Rev. J. R. Stephens, and Mr. Robert 
Owen, were the chief speakers. Resolu- 
tions were passed condemning t)ie poor- 
law, and in accordance with the scriptural 
mottoes inscribed on the banners. 

24. Being the eighteenth anniversary 
of the birth-«lay of the Princess Victoria, 
and also the day on which by act of par- 
liament she attained her majority in the 
event of the king’s death, a great number 
>f congratulatory addresses were presenteil 
o her, and the <fay was kept as a holiday. 
There was an illumination in the evening, 
aad a state-ball given at St. James s palace. 
Indisposition, and recent deaths in tlie 
families of the king and queen prevented 
;he attendance oMieir majesties. 

27; Three burglars are brought beloro 
lihe, court of king's liench, on a 

and claim their discharge on tn 
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ground that they had been sentenced to be 
transported by an inferior court, when they 
ought to havp been sentenced to be hanged. 
The court allows the validity of the objec- 
tioiiy and the prisoners are liberated. 

30. A meeting is held at Birmingham^ 
to take into consideration a memorial 
signed by 12,000 or 13,000 workmen of 
that town, complaining ot‘ distress in con« 
sequence of the American failures. 

The duke of Orleans, eldest son of the 
king of the French, is married at Fontaiii* 
bleau to the princess Helena of Mecklen- 
burg. During the rejoicings in conse- 
quence of this marriage a fortnight after, 
21 persons were suffocated by the pressure 
of the cr«)wd, in p.issiiig through the gates 
of the Champ de Mars. 

31. A fancy fair is held in the Ilan- 
over-squure Rooms, under the patronage 
of several ladies of the Romish persuasion, 
fur the purjiose of raising funds, for the 
completion of a new Romish chapel at 
Brentwood. 

The Prussian government has lately 
issued an order, that every functionary 
who shall be convicted of having been 
drunk, shall be instantly dismissed from 
the public service. 

June 1. A ball at the king's theatre for 
the relief of the Spitaliields weavers. 

7. Explosion of the boilers of a Hull 
steam-packet, with about 150 passengers 
on boatd, maify of whom are killed or 
wounded. 

0. A bulletin is published, announcing 
that his majesty has sutfered for some 
tinio from un affection of the chest, which 
had produced considerable weakness. 

10. The New York banks, and subse- 
quimtly aU banks throughout the United 
States, suspend payments in specie. 

16. The revised constitution of the 
Spanish monarchy proclaimed. (See Feh. 
24.) On the 19th the qiieeu-regent pub- 
hslied a general amnesty. 

20. General Evans arrived in London 
from Spain, having retired from the com- 
mand of the British auxiliary legion. 

Death OF Wi/.i.iAM IV. — The toll- 
ing of the great hell at the Castle 
awakened the inhabitants of Windsor at 
4 o’clock this morning, to the melancholy 
knowledge that their excellent sovereign 
Was no more. At the usual hour the 
royal standard was hoisted ou the Round 
iower, but only to half its usual height, 
fin afterwanls the streets were 

mled with groups of persons discussing 

e merits, and lamenting the loss of 
good old king, of whom they were 
suddenly, though not iinexpectecfly, be- 
reaved. Ilis majesty expired at 12 niin- 
> es past 2 o'clock, on Tuesday morning, 
i« twentieth instant, in the presence^ of 


the archbishop of Canterbury, the dean of 
Hereford, &c. Qp Sunday he received the 
sacrament from tne archbishop. He had 
expressed a wish to survive the anniversary 
of the battle of Waterloo on the I8tb, and 
so far was gratified. But a distressing 
cough, extreme oppression in breathing, 
and very languid circulation, left little 
hope of recovery. He was lethargic, but 
conscious to the last of the presence of 
those on whom his affections were fixed. 
He was fervent in his expressions of re- 
ligious hope, and just l)efore breathing his 
last, faintly articulated, Thy will be 
done.” Tiie queen had been unremitting 
in her attentions ; was scarcely ever absent 
from the sick chamber, and for twelve days 
did not take off her clothes. The hum- 
blest person in the realm could not have 
exceeded her in condescension, and in the 
kind otfices she rendered to her afflicted 
consort. A post mortem examination 
showed the nature of the disease ; exhib- 
iting a general tendency to ossification 
and decay about the heart, the lungs, and 
other vital organs, liis majesty was in 
the 73rd year of his age, and had com- 
pleted within a few days the seventh year 
of his reign. By his death, and conse- 
quent accession to the throne of his royal 
niece, the princess Victoria, the crowns of 
the United Kingdom and of Hanover are 
dissevered through the operation of the salic 
law excluding females from the Hanover- 
ian kingdom, and which descends to the 
next heir, the duke of Cumberland. A par- 
liamentary provision was made for queen 
Adelaide, now queen-duwager, in 1831. un- 
der which 100,000/. per annum is settled 
upon her fur life, with Marlborough house 
and Bushy-house for residences. The king 
left by will 2000/. to each of his sons and 
daughters. A sum of 40,000/. to be re- 
served in virtue of a life-puilcy is vested 
ill trustees. 


FUBI.IC STATUTES. I. TO VII. 

W1LI.IAM IV. 

I Wm. 4. c. 36. Alters ami amends 
the law regarding commitments by courts 
of equity for contempt, and taking bills pro 
conj'esso, 

C'ap« 40. Provides that tne undisposed 
residue of testators’ estates shall go to the 
executors, as trustees, for the next of kin, 
unless executors were intended to take 
beneficially. 

Cap. 47. Consolidates and amends the 
law for facilitating the payment of debts 
out of real estate. 

Cap. 51. Repeals the beer duties. 

Cap. 58. Regulates fees in superior courts. 
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Cap. G4. Regulates the sale of l^eer 
allows beer to be sold by taking out a li 
cense from the excise; before, it wai 
necessary to have a license from magis- 
trates in session. (See p. 891, 955.) 

Cap. 6G. Consolidates the forgery 
laws ; abolishes capital punishment, ex- 
cept in cases of forging wills, or powers o: 
uttoriiey to transfer stock. (By a late] 
.statute, death punishment is entirely abol> 
ished for forgery.) 

Cap. 68. Limits liability of mail-con- 
tractors, stage-coach proprietors, and car- 
riers for the loss or injury to packages 
delivered to them for conveyance, and the 
value or cunteuts of which is not declared 
to them by the owners. 

Cap. 70. For the more effectual ad- 
ministration of justice in England and 
Wales; empowers the king to ap|)oint an 
additional judge in the courts of king's 
bench, common pleas, and exchequer; 
regulates the commencement and end of 
terms, namely, that Hilary term shall 
begin Jan. 11, and end Jan. 31 ; Easter 
term April 15, and end May 8 ; Trinity 
term, May 22nd, and end June 12 ; and 
Michaelmas term shall begin on the 2ud, 
and end on the 25ih of November. The 
act regulates tbe holding of general quar- 
ter sessions of the peace; by providing 
that they shall be held in the first weeks 
after October U, December 28, March 31, 
and June 24. (By a later statute, justices 
may alter time of holding the April ses- 
sions to between March 7, and April 2*2, to 
prevent their interference with the spring 
assizes.) The jurisdiction of the su])erior 
courts at Westminster is extended to 
the county palatine of Chester, and tbe 
county of the city of Chester, and to the 
principality of Wales, and these separate 
provincial jurisdictions abolished. 

Cap. 73. Repeals so much of GO Geo. 3, 
c. 8. as iuHicts the punishment of bantsh- 
ment fi^r the publication of a blasphemous 
or seditious libel a second time ; but 
requires greater securities from the 
publishers of newspapers and political 
pamphlets. 

1 Wra. 4, c. 8,5688. 2. Office of post- 
master-general of Ireland abolished, and 
united to that of Great Britain. 

Cap. 22. Extends powers of 13 Geo. 
3, c. G3. reki*(vc to the examination of 
witnesses by Uiterrogarories in India, to 
all British colonies, and to the judges of 
the several courts thereiiv, and the courts 
at Westminster. 

Cap. 25. Civil list act ; the disburse- 
ments of the civil list divided into five 
classes, for which the allowances are as 
follow Their .majesties’ j^rivy purse, 

1 1 UfOOUA ; »iiiurie» ot‘ his majesty’s hou.se- 
huld, 130,390/, ; expenses of his majesty’s I 


household, 17*1,500/.; special and secret 
service money, 23,200/, ; pensions, 7 5,500/. ; 
total, 510,00iy, 

1 & 2 Wm. 4, c. 1 1. Makes a provision for 
the queen in case she survive the king, by 
granting her majesty a life annuity of 
100,000/. ; with Marlborough house, and 
the rangership of Bushy Park. 

Cap. 13. Prohibits the growth and 
culture of tobacco in Ireland. 

Cap. 17, For the better government of 
Ireland, lord lieutenant may appoint lieu- 
tenants of counties ; who, with their de- 
puties, shall have the same powers 
governors or deputies hud Iicretofure. 
Deputy lieutenants to possess a fieeliuld 
qualification of 200/. per annum. 

Cap. 19. Duties on candles repealed, 
and the makers put on the same footing us 
nelters of tallow. 

Cup. 30. Equalizes the wine duties; for 
the produce of the Cape of Good Hopo, 
2s. 9f/, per gallon ; all other wines, 5^. Gr/. 

Cap. 32. Makes important alterations in 
he game laws. Defines io in- 

clude hares, pheasants, partridges, grouse, 
heath or moor game, black game, or bus- 
tards. Dispenses with qualifications, and 
allows every certificated person to kill 
;ame, liable to the ordinary proceedyigs 
u case of trespass, C’ertaicaied person 
may se// game, (game was nut before suU - 
.ble,) and take out licenses to deal in 
;ame. 

Cap. 33. Authorizes the advance of 
00,000/.. ill exchequer bills, ibr the pro- 
motion of public works in Ireland. 

Cap. 37. Abolishes the truck system, and 
rohibits the payment in curtain trades of 
wages in goods, or otherwise than in the 
current coin of the realm. 

Cap. 56. Establishes the court of bauk- 
uptcy.” 

Cap. GO. Regulate.s parish vestries. 

2 Wm. 4. c. 9, Fur the establislmient 
i fever hospitals, and the prevention ol 
contagious fevers in Ireland. 

Cap, 10. For the prevention of thespas- 
lodic or Indian cholera in England #ee 
..911). 

Cap. 17, For amending the law relative 
o the sub-letting of land in Ireland. Les- 
ees sub-letting, without the consent ot 
.heir landlords, not to have any remedy 
for the rent or occupation of the land. Db 
failure of the payment of the rent by the 
cssee, the landlord may give notice to sub- 
cenants to pay their rents to him, which 
payment on receipt will discharge al 
parties. 

Cap. 34. Consolidates the coin laws. 

Cap. 41. Kor the relief of the Irish 
clergy who are distressed, owing to t ic 
combination against the payment of tithes; 

lojd licureiiant, empowered, on petition. 
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make advances to clergy not exceeding 
t>^o-thirds of the amount of tithes in ar- 
rear, nor exceeding 500/. to one individual. 

Cap. 45. Parliamentary reform act Tsee 
p. 919). 

2 & 3 Wm. c. 62. Abolishes punish- 
ment of death for stealing in a dwelling- 
house and for cattle-stealing. Persons 
transported, not to have a ticAet of /eave, 
or receive remission of punishment, unless, 
if transported for seven years, they shall 
have served four ; if transported for four- 
teen years, till they shall have served six ; 
or if for life, have served eight years. 
Convicts not eligible to hold property till 
piirdoued. 

Cap. 71. Shortens the term of prescrip- 
tive rights, and makes alteration in the 
old rule of law as to ** time immemorial. ’ 
No right of common shall be defeated 
after thirty years* enjoyment ; in claims 
of right of way, use thereof for twenty or 
forty years sutficient ; the use of light to 
any house or building enjoyed for twenty 
years, becomes indefeasible, unless shown 
to have been by consent. 

Cap. 75. Regulates schools of anatomy 
and the supply of anatomical subjects ; 
inspectors to be appointed ; bodies of mur- 
derers prohibited to be dissected, such to 
be ignominiously buried within the pre- 
cincts of the prison. 

Cap. ill. Abolishes certain sinecures 
in the court of chancery ; in lieu of such 
patronage the retiring pen.sion of the lord 
chancellor, augmented from 4000/. to 
5000/, per annum. 

Cap. 1 1 6. Fixes the salaries of the judges 
as follows : — to the chief justice of king’s 
bench (since reduced) 10,000/.; of the 
common pleas, 8000/. ; to the chief baron, 
7000/.; to each puisne judge, ,5000/.; to 
the lord chancellor of Ireland, 8000/. ; Ui 
the chief-justice of king's bench, Ireland, 
5074/.; of the common pleas, 4612/. ; of 
the chief-baron, 4612/.; and to each of 
the Irish puisne judges, 3688/., to be in 
lieu of all fees. Salary of lord lieutenant 
of fteland to be 20,000/. 

3 Wm. 4. c. 15. Gives to the author, 
or his assign, of any tragedy, comedy, 
tarce, or other dramatic entertiinmeut, 
the sole right of representing, or causing 
the same to be represented, iu any part ui 
the United Kingdom, for the term of 
twenty-eight years absolutely, or during 
hi» life, if he survive that i>eriod. 

3 & 4 Wm. 4, €. 23. Repeals duty on 
receipts for sums under 5/., and reduces 
uuty on advertisements in newspapers 
Irom 3s. Gd. to Is. fid, 

Cap. 27. Limits actions and suits rela- 
uve to real property; abolildics all real 
actions excejit writs of dower, quare im- 
1 d and ejectment j and limits period f^r 
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recovery of land or rent to twenty years. 

Cap. 37, Relates to Irish church (see 
p. 937). ^ 

Cap. 41. Improves administration of 
justice in privy council, by the appoint- 
ment of a ** judicial committee,** consist- 
ing of the lord-chancellor, chief-justices, 
and other judges ; and also transfers ap- 
peals from vice-admiralty court to privy 
council. 

Cap. 42. Effects improvements in- judi- 
cial administration ; empowers jiftlges to 
alter mode of pleading in superior courts ; 
limits actions of debt on specialties ; abo- 
lishes wager of law ; empowers jury to 
allow interest on debts ; extends the power 
of arbitrators under submissions whicu are 
rules of court ; abolishes all holidays iu 
courts of justice except Sundays, Christ- 
mas-day and the three following days, and 
Monday and Tuesday in Easter week. 

Cap. 44. Abolishes capital punishment 
for breaking into a dwellitig*hou!>e and 
stealing therein; substituting transport- 
ation. 

Cap. 73. Abolishes slavery in the Bri- 
tish colonies, and provides compensation 
for the slave -owners (see p. 938). 

Cap. 83. Requires banks issuing notes 
payable to bearer on demand to make 
quarterly returns of the amount of their 
notes in circulation. 

Cap. 85. Renews charter of East India 
rompuny for effecting an arrangement with 
the East India company and the better 
government of India (see p. 939). 

Cap. 98. Renews charter of the bank of 
England (see p. 9.39). 

Cap. 103. Regulates labour of children 
in the mills and factories of the United 
Kingdom. No person under eighteen 
years of age to work in the night, that is 
between half-imst eight o’clock in the 
evening and half-past five o'clock in the 
moniiiig; nor to work more lhaa twelve 
hoiits in one day, or sixty-nine hours in 
one week ; and one hour and a half per 
day to be allowed for meals. Emplounent 
of children under nine years old prohibited 
except iu silk Jtoills. Holidays to be al- 
lowed. Inspeql^rsof factories appoint erl. 
Children not to bj? employed without cer- 
tificate from medical man of health and 
fitness. Children to attend schools, to 
pay for which there may be a deduction 
from their weekly wages not exceeding !</. 
in the shilling. Inspectors to make annual 
reports to secretary' of state. 

Cap. 104. Makes freehold and copyhold 
estates, in all cases, assets for payment of 
simple contract as well as specialty clebts. 

Cap. 105. Amends law of dower 

Cap. 106. Amends law of inheritance. 

4 Wm. 4. c. 15. Reforms the king’s 
exchequer; offices of auditor, tellers, and 
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clerk of the ^ells, abolished, and ne to three and a half; such new 3/. Iva 
officers, cohsisting of coinptroUer-genetal stock not to be liable to redemption till 
with a salary of 200U/., an assistant- Jan* 6, 1840. 

comptroller, chief clerk, and other clerks Gap. 32. Reduces the tonnage duties 
and assistants, substituted under the ap payable in the port of London, 
pointment of the treasury. All pubh Cap. 34. Abolishes the sixpence per 
monies hitherto payable into the excheque month deducted from the wages of seamen 
to be paid into the bank of England ; am for the support of Greenwich Hospital, 
bills of exchange drawn on any publi and in lieu grants 22,000/. annually, pay. 
officer or department, and accepted, pay- able out of the consolidated fund, 
able atiithe bank. Treasury may establish Cap. 35. For the regulation of chimney* 
rules for keeping accounts of public de- sweepers and their apprentices, and iur 
partmeiits. the safer construction of chimneys and 

Cap. 19. Repeals inhabited house duty flues. 

Cup. 24. Reduces in future the amount Cap. 36. Establishes the central crinii • 
of pensions granted under 57 Geo. 3. nal court (see p. 9o5). 
c. 05 ; pensions to the first lord of the 4 A 5 VVm. 4, c. 48. All business re 

treasury, secretaries of state, chancellor lating to the assessment and application oJ 
of the exchequer, first lord of the admiralty, the county-rates shall be transacted in 
president of the India board, presulent of open court; of which notice shall be giver: 
the board of trade, not to exceed 2000/. ; two weeks before. 


nor shall such pension be granted unless 
office has been held for not less than two 
years and not more than four, such pen- 
sions to be payable at the same time; 
pensions to chief secretary for Ireland and 
becretary-at-war not to exceed 1400/. each, 
and offices must be held not less than five 
years; joint secretaries of the treasury, 
first secretary of the admiralty, vice-pre- 
sident of board of trade, pensions not to 
exceed 1000/., and offices must be held five 
years ; under secretaries of state, clerk oi 
the ordnance, second secretary of the ad- 
miralty, secretaries of the India board, 
not to exceed 1000/. for ten years* service. 
All such pensions only to be granted on 
application, accompanied with a declara- 
tion to the effect that the private fortune 
of the applicant is otherwise insufficient to 
rnaiuiain his station in life. No super- 
annuation allowance to be granted to any 
officer or clerk under sixty-five years of 
age, unless upon certificate from the head 
of his department and from two medical 
practitioners, that he is unable from in- 
firmity of body or mind to discharge the 
duties of his office. Act not to give an 
absolute right to these allowances, or to 
prevent dismissal of persons fur misconduct 
without compensation. 

Cap. 29. Facilitates the loan of money 
upon landed securities in Ireland, where 
the preamble states capital is less abun- 
dant, and inter est higher, than in England, 
and lauded property has become more 
sec ore than heretofore; by empowering 
persons who under, any direction, trust, or 
power, are authorised to lend money in 
Britain, to lend the same in Ireland. 
Consent of persons interested, however, 
must be first obtained. 

Cap. 30. Facilitates the exchange of 
lands lyii^ in Common fields. 

Cop. 3L Reduces four per cent, stock 


Cap. 59. Repeals duty on almanacs. 

Cap. 67. Abolishes capital punishmen^t 
for returning from transportation ; substi. 
:uting transportation for life. 

Cap. 76. Poor laws amendment act 
see p. 955). 

Cap. 94. Empowers the crown by 
letters patent to invest trading and other 
companies, though not incorporated by 
royal charter, with authority to maintain 
and defend actions at law, in the name of 
me of their officers. List of members' 
tames, .with places of their abode, to be 
filed with clerk of patents, and be open for 
nspectioii. 

Ca|). 95. Empowers the crown to erect 
hat part of South Australia which lies 
jetweeu the I32nd aud 141st degrees of east 
ongitude, and between the Southern 
Jeean and 26 degrees of south latitude, into 
. British province for the purpose of colu- 
ization. Persons resident in the colony 

0 make laws, appoint officers, and levy 
ates and taxes ; such laws to l)e laid be- 
bre the king in council. Commissioners 
nay be appointed for the purposes of the 
xt. Lands to be open to purchase by 
British subjects, at not less than 1 2s. per 
icre; purchase-money to form a fund lor 
:oiiducting the emigration of poor persons 
Vom Britain or Ireland ; emigrants, as lar 
as possible, to be adult persona of the two 
lexes in equal proportion, and not above 
hirty years old ; no emigrant to be allowed 

1 free passage unless his family be also 
onveyed. Constitution to be established 

-ly the crown, when the inhabitants 
amount to 50,000. Money may be bor- 
owed for conveying emigrants, a«d lor 
lefrayiug expenses of colony. Convic s 
lot to be trautf|>orted to the South Austra- 

limn ^ j. Amends #ml 

ouraliilates th. Jaw. nlatlng to merehsnt 
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seamen. No aeaman to be employed in mitchief i» done, shall, exclusive of the 
any le^'isteted ship of the burthen of 80 damage, pay a fine not exceeding 40«. 
tons and upwards without a written agree- Keeping a place for baiting bulls, dogs, 
meat, specifying the lArages he is to receive, bears, or other animals, or for cock-fighting, 
the capacity in which he is to act, and the subjects to a penalty. Cattle impounded 
nature of the voyage. Ships going must be fed; to prevent the re-sale of old 
abroad to h.aVe a supply of medicines, and and diseased horses sold to knackers or 
seamen hurt in the service to have advice slaughtermen, they are required to kill 
and medical aid gratis. Register- office to them within three days after purchase, and 
be established at the custom-house, under in the mean while provide them' with food, 
the direction of the Admiralty, of all the Cap. 62. Empowers the lords of the 
seafaring men of the United Kingdom, treasury to substitute a declaration for the 
Ships to have apprentices pro[wrtioned to oaths taken in their department. Univer- 
tneir tonnage. Parish boys of the age of sities of Oxford and Cambridge and other 
thirteen, and of sufficient health and corporate bodies may substitute a declara- 
strength (of which the Justices are to judge), tiou iu lieu of oaths. Churchwardens’ and 
may, with their consent, be bound ap- sidesmen’s oath abolished, and oaths and 
prentices in the sea service. affidavits of persons acting in turnpike 

Cap. 23. Establishes loan societies trusts. Declarations substituted for oaths 
for the benefit of the labouring classes; and affidavits required on taking out a 
property of society vested iu trustees ; patent*; by acts as to pawnbrokers ; but 
loan advanced to any individual not to the penalties of such acts apply to dccla- 
exceed 15/., and no second loan to be ad- rations. Declaration substituted for oaths 
vniiced until the previous one has been re- and affidavits required by Bank of Eng- 
paid. land on the transf er of stock ; and in suits 

Cap. 25. Encourages voluntary enlist- in the colonies. Declaration in writing 
inent into the ro) al navy*, by limiting the sufficient to jTuve the execution of any 
period of service to Jive yean, unless in will, codicil, deed, &c. The practice of 
case of Sfiecial emergency, when they may magistrates receiving voluntary oaths re- 
be detained six months longer, with one- lative to matters not the subject of judicial 
fourth increase of pay. inquiry is prohibited. Making a false 

Cap. 30. The time of taking the poll declaration is a miNdemeanor. 
in boroughs in parliamentary elections, iu Cap. 65. Author of a lecture secured 
Kngland and Wales, limited to one day, in the sole right of printing or publishing 
commencing at eight o’clock in the ibce- the same ; printers of uew>papers publish- 
noon, and closing at four o’clock iu the ing lectures without leave sutiject to 
atternuon. penalty. .Act does not extend to lectures, 

Cap, 78. Duration of the poll in elec- of the delivering of which notice has not 
tions in Scotland is similarly limited to one been given to two justices, living within 
day. Under the Reform Acts two days five miles from the place, two days at least 
were the appointed time. before the delivery of the same. 

Cap. 38. Effects greater uniformity of Cap. 76. Reform of Municipal Corpo- 
practice in the government of prisons in rations (see p. 972). 

England and Wales ; copies of prison rules Cap. 83. Amends patent laws (see p. 
to be transmitted to secretary of state, who 982), 

may alter the same; inspectors, not ex- 6 & 7. Win. 4. c. 30. Abolishes the 
‘-eeding live in iiuinber, to be appointed by law requiring that murderers shall be exe- 
secretary of state, with power to visit any cuted on the day next but one after that on 
prison, gaol, and house of correction iu which sentence has been passed, and directs 
Great Britain. that the judge shall proceed on conviction 

Cap. 50. Consolidates and amends of murder as iu all other capital offences, 
laws relative to highways, and directs that Cap. 37. Regulates the sale of breail; 
surveyors be annually elected by the imposes penalties for adulteration, fiaudu- 
parish loners, at their first vestry meeting lent weights, and baking on Sundays, 
lor the nomination of overseers of the Cap. 71. For commutation of tithes 
poor. Salaried surveyor may bo appointed, seep. 1006. 

1 arishes may be formed into districts, and Cap. 76. Reduces stamp-duty on news- 
a district surveyor be chosen. When any papers (see p.p. 997, 1008). 

‘lUway crosses the highway, gates to be Cap. 83. Alarriages iu England (see p. 
♦lected. Penalties as to nuisances, for not 1006). 

l ainin^ the names of owners of waggons. Cap. 89. Empowers coroners to sum- 
carts, &c., thereon. mon medical witnesses, and to direct a 

,^*‘*‘*^*®*“ wantoidy and cruelly pott examination ; and the jury may 

o^lierwiseill-ttantiug any cattle, require the coroner to summon additional 
lira?* 1 ** *^*'**''*^* 1 ®*’*®^“ evidence, if they think necessary 

iroperiy dnvmg same, whereby any Cap. 102 For facihtating^the poll at 
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county elections, additional polling-places 
may be appointed upon petition from jus- 
tices assembled in quarter sessions ; sheriff 
to provide one polling-booth for every 450 
electors. 

Cap. 1 10. By 54 Geo. 3, c. 156, eleven 
copies of every published book are required 
to be gratuitously delivered to eleven 
public libraries. So much of this act is 
repealed as requires copies to be presented 
to Sion College, the four universities of 
Scotland, and the King's Inns library at 
Dublin. 

Cap. 114. The anomaly in jurispru- 
dence which allowed counsel in civil ac- 
tions, in misdemeanors, and high treason, 
but not in felony, is removed, and all |)er- 
sons tried for felonies are allowed to make 
tlieir defence by counsel^ or attorney in 
courts where attorneys practise os counsel. 
Ill cases of summary conviction accused 
may make their defence and examine and 
cross-examine witness by counsel or attor- 
ney. (Copies of depositions to be allowed 
the accused on payment of a sum not ex- 
ceeding three half-pence for each folio of 
ninety words ; application for such depo- 
sitions to. be made prior to the day a|)- 
pointed for the commencement of the ses- 
sions or assize. 

7 VVm. 4, c. 5. Enacts that leasing- 
making, sedition, and blasphemy shall be 
punished in Scotland, as in England, and 
abolishes the punishment of banishment, 
to which any person convicted a second 
time of such crimes was liable. 

VINANCE, TAXES, RBTUENCHMENTS. 


natural disadvantage experienced by the 
inhabitants of those j^nrts of the coui:tty 
where fuel is scarce; and of impolitic 
duties rescinded may be mentioned those 
on printed cottons, and the discriminating 
duties upon sugar and coffee, the produce 
of British India, together with a host of 
petty duties, of excise or customs, which 
were either repealed or reduced ; as those 
on candles, starch, stone bottles, sweets, 
soap, tiles, hemp, cotton-wool, drugs, oil, 
and imported books. The abolition of the 
duty on almanacs and pamphlets, and its 
reduction on newspapers, were popular con- 
cessions to public opinion. 

The alterations made in the tariff can 
only be deemed the commencement of a 
new and better system. Although Eng- 
land has been forward to advocate a //•<“<? 
trade among nations, and is more deeply 
interested than any state in its universal 
adoption, she has only offered a tardy 
example to her neighbours. Her states- 
men have harangued on the justice and 
utility of unrestricted intercourse, but have 
been slow to enforce its practical applica- 
tion. The corn-laws offer a prominent 
exception to the general theory of an 
unfettered exchange with neighbouring 
states. Not only is agriculture,' but 
manufactures are protected, and the cus- 
tom-house accounts exhibit a long array 
of articles on which duties are levied for 
the supposed encouragement of domestic 
industry. That these imposts are levied 
as protective duties, not as .sources uf 
public revenue, is attested by the fact that, 
in 1836, ill a list of 190 articles and iq - 


The |x)licy of lightening the fiscal bur- 
dens of the people, which commenced iu the 
last reign, was pursued in the present with 
augmented energy. The remission of the 
beer duties and the intire opening of the 
trade therein, were a popular beginning of 
king William's government. The inhabit- 
ed house-duty, which was alleged to be 
partially as-sessed, and which pressed 
heavily on the middle ranks living in 
towns, was abolished. The repeal of taxes 
that bore chiefly on the agricultural classes 
had formed an object of especial attention 
ever since the peace. The agricultural 
taxes repealed from 181.5 to the end of 
1835 amounteil to 985,824/. per annum, 
and the anaount of savings to the agricul- 
turists by these reductions during this 
tieriod were calculated to amount to 
12,929,677/. But the most effective relief 
al&rded to this interest accrued from tlie 
reduction in the poor-rate ai/sessment under 
the operation of the new poor law act. 
Several duties that were either unequal in 
their operation, or impolitic iu their tend- 
ency, were reduced. Of the former descrip- 
tion wtia the duty upon coals carried coast- 
wise^ which acted in aggravation of the 


wards, there were only eight — tea, sugar, 
tobacco, foreign spirits, wine, timber, collet*, 
and cotton-wool — that essentially conti"* 
buted to the national income. 

The economical reductions effected in 
this short reign were very extensive. At 
one sweep the expenditure of the navy was 
reduced l/s20,009/. The salaries of tlio 
king’s ministers, ambassadors ami consuls, 
the chief justices, the attorney and solicitor- 
general, and, in general, all salaries uboyo 
1000/., were cut down. The charge tor 
salaries in the various public depaiimeiits, 
exclusive of army and navy, &c., since llitf 
peace, had been reduced nearly a niillioa ; 
it being 3,763,100/. in 1815, and 2,78b,’/7bA 
in 1835. The reductions made in tbe 
eight years from 1827 to 1835 amountci 
to 2101 persons and 563,290/. of annua 
charge ; or eight per cent, in number am 
nearly 17 per cent, in amount. 
savings were effected by the consolula mJ 
of offices and boards, as those of staii i 
and taxes. l*revious to the settleroen ‘ > 
the king’s civil list, the royal expenui u 
underwent a searching investigatiouj 
though no great saving wtw ettecten, 
details were simplified by the trans t 
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various charges unconnected with the regal 
dignity to the consolidated fund. 

The progress of reduction in taxation 
since the war will appear from the sub- 
joined statement, collected from the tables 
of Mr. Porter, of the yearly amount of the 
taxes imposed and reduced from 1815 to 
1836 


Year. 

1S15 

1816 

1817 

1818 
18H1 
1820 
1821 
1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 

1835 

1836 


Imposed, 

£176,772 

375,058 

7,991 

1,35G 

3,102,302 

119,602 

44,842 

18,59G 

49,605 

48,100 

188,725 

21,402 

1,966 

696,024 

627,586 

44,526 

198,394 

5,575 

3,721 


Reduced. 

£222,749 

17,547.365 

36,495 

9,504 

269,484 

4,000 

471.309 

2,139,101 

4,185.735 

1,801.333 

3,676,239 

1,967,215 

84,038 

51,998 

126.406 

4.070,742 

1,588.052 

747,264 

1,532,128 

2,064,516 

162,877 

1,021,786 


Mr. Porter shows that the amount of 
taxes repealed since 1814 exceeds the 
iimoiint of those imposed since 1801 by 
more than millions (^Progrens of the Na^ 
tioHy ii. 306). This is so far satisfactory: 
but it appears that the share of taxed arti- 
cles obtained by each member of the com- 
munity has only increased in a trifling 
degree, not exceeding one-seventh ; which 
IS extraordinary, considering the vast in- 
crease in riches and in the means of pur- 
chasing during the last 35 years. The 


stamp-duties and assessed taxes, which 
indicate the increase of property, have 
increased faster than the customs and 
excise, which indicate the increase of con- 
sumption. Wealth has accumulated, un- 
accompanied with a proportionate increase 
in the national disposition to expenditure. 

The following is the income and expend- 
iture of the United Kingdom during the 
present reign : — 

Yrar. Income, 

1830 . ^50,056,616 

1831 . . 46,424,440 

1832 . . 47,322,744 

1833 . . 46.271,326 

1834 . . 46,425,263 

183.5 . . 45,893,369 

18.36 . . 48,591,180 

1837 . . 47,240,000 


Expenditure. 
£49,078,108 
. 49,797,156 
. 46,379,692 
. 45,782,026 
. 46.678,079 
. 45,669,309 
. 48.093,196 
. 46,631,415 


It is calculated that the customs and 
excise contribute 72 per cent, of the whole 
revenue ; the stamps 14 per cent. ; the 
assessed and land taxes 9 per cent. ; and 
the post-office 5 per cent. The rate per 
cent, for which the gross revenue was col- 
lected in 1835 in Britain was 6/. 5«. 6^i.: 
namely, customs 5/. 5s.; excised/. 13s.6|</.; 
stamps 2/. 10«. ; taxes 5/. 7s, ; 

post-office 27/. 12«. 9d. ; tax on pensions 
and salaries 2/. 2*. OJt/. ; crown-lands 
10/. 2*. 1 1 id. The rate per cent, at which 
the gross receipts for revenue were collected 
in Ireland, in 1835, amounted to 
11/. 17s. 2^d. : namely, customs 

12/. 5$. 2\d.‘, excise 9/. 11#. OJrf. ; stamps 
5/. 3#. ; post-office 39/. 4#. 2.Jf/- 


N.VTIONAI. DEBT. 

An account of the amount of the fundkd 
and ur^uNDED debt, and the annual 
charge thereof, from January 5, ISIS', to 
January 5, 1834: — 


Year, 


1316 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 
1821 
1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 


Charge of Unfunded 

Funded Debt. Debt. 


Funded Debt, 

£816,311,940 

796,200,191 

776,742,403 

791,867,313 

794,980,481 

801,565,310 

795,312,767 

796,530,144 

791,701,614 

781,123,222 

778,128,267 

783,801,739 

777,476,892 

772,322,540 

771,251,932 

757,486,996 

755,543,884 

754,100,549 


£.30,458,207 

29,842,014 

29,310,454 

29,9.34,294 

29,789,658 

30,149,920 

29,985,216 

26,596,866 

29,078,570 

28,372,206 

28,267,272 

28,556,903 

28,389,869 

28,245,534 

28,285,900 

27,674,754 

27,658,299 

27,703,433* 


£41,441,900 

44,650,300 

56.729.400 

43.655.400 
.36,900,200 
30,965,900 

31.566.550 
36,281,150 
34,741,750 
32,398,450 
27,994,200 

24.565.850 

27.546.850 

27.657.000 

25.490.550 
27,271,650 
27,133,350 

27.278.000 


Charge of 
Unfunded 
Debt. 

£3,014,003 

2,196,177 

1.710.119 

2,143.476 

687,027 

1,769,219 

2,159,602 

1,34.5,424 

1,131,121 

1,087.284 

829,498 

831,207 

873,247 

949,430 

878,494 

793,031 

649,s;>3 

659,165 


Total charge i 
F\tnded 4* 
Unfunded. 
£33,472,210 
32,038,191 
31,020,673 

32.077.770 
30,476,683 
31,719,139 
32,144,818 
29,982,290 
30,209,691 
29,459.490 

29.096.770 
29.387,110 
29;263,116 
29,194.964 
29,134,394 
26,467,785 
28,298,132 
28,362,598 
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In 1834 the total charge of the funded 
and uniunded debt was 28)510,708/.; in 
1835,28,494, 827/. ; in 1836, 28,505,675/. ; 
and January 5, 1837, 29,234,873/.: so 
that the total reduction in the charge of 
the national obligations, from the (leace, 
has been to the amount of 4,237,337/. 
Almost the whole of this reduction has 
been edected, not by the application of 
surplus revenue to the payment of the 
principal of the debt, but in consequence 
of the improvement in public credit, and 
fall in the interest of money since the ter- 
mination of the war. In 1816 the 3 per 
cent, stock was only 58 ; in 1825 it had I 


risen to 94; and in 1834 it was at 87. 
This favourable state of the money-market 
enabled the chancellor of the exchequer 
to effect reductions in the amount and 
interest of exchequer bills, and important 
savings, by the conversion of stocks of a 
higher into a lower denomination. The 
savings made by the latter o]>erations, 
since 1822, exceedoue half of the decrease 
in the charge of the debt since 1815. The 
following is an account of the savings which 
have accrued to the public from the conver- 
sion of stocks from a higher to a lower rate 
of interest : — 


Hiyhcst lA>W€st rate 


CapttaL 

1822. £. 
Capital 5/. per cents, after de- 
ducting 2,794,318/. disscuts 149,627,825 
Capital of the new stock, 4/. 
per cents., including the 
bonus of 7,481,393/. . . 157,109,218 

1826. 

Capitcil 4/. per cents., after 
deducting 6,149,246/. dis- 
sents 70,105,403 

Capital 3/. lOr. per cents., the 
same. 

1830. 

Capital. 4/. per cents,, after 
deducting 2,649,366/. dis- 
seuts . . , . 151,021,728 

Capital^/. lOr. 

per cent. . £150,344,051 
Do. 5/. per cent. 474,374 

150,818,425 

1834. 

Capital 4/. per cents. 10,622,911 

The same capital in 3/. lOj. 
j>er cents. 

The increase iii the charge of the national 
debt, Mibserjuent to 1833, has been chiefly 
occasioned by the measures of public re- 
form adopted by the legislature since that 
period ; by the repayment of one-fourth of 


rate of of Saving 

Interest, Interest, 


£. 

£. 

£. 

7,481,391 

6,284,368 

1,197,022 

2,804,216 

2,453,619 

350,59’ 


6,040,869 

5,285,75!)! 

755,110 

434,916 

371,800 

53,116 


Total Annual Savingpi £2,355,845 

the capifal of the bank of England in 
1834; by the 20,000,000/. West India 
lo.'in in 1835-6; and by the creations of 
stock to answer debt due to savings’ banks 
in 1836, 1837, and 1838. 


Statement of the Funded Debt of the United Kingdom, January 5, 1837. 


Great Britain. 

Debt due to th : South Sea Company, at 3 per cent. • • 

Old South Sea Annttitie««, at 3 per cent. . , . • 

New South Sea Annuities, at 3 per cent. • • • . 

South Annuities, 1751, at 3 per cent. • • • • 

Debt due to the Bank of England, at 3 per cent • 

Bank Annuities, created in 1756, at 3 per cent. • , 

Consolidated Annuities, at 3 per cent. • , • • 

Reduced Annuities, ^ 3 per cent. • . , « • 

Total, at 3 per cent 


£3,662,rs4 
3,497.870 
2,460.830 
523,100 
. 11,015,100 

, 825,262 

357,166,317 
, 125,141,486 

£504,292,751 
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Annuities at 3( per cent) anno 1818 
B educed 3^ per cent. Annuities 
New 3^ per cent. Annuities . 
New 5 per cent. Annuities 


Total, Great Britain 


Ireland. 

Irish Consolidated Annuities, at 3 per cent. 

Irish Keduced Annuities, at 3 per cent. • 

3^ per cent. Debentures and Stock 
Keduced 3^ per cent. Annuities • 

New 3^ per cent. Annuities . • . , 

Debt due to the Bahk uf Ireland at 4 per cent. . 

New 5 per cent. Annuities .... 

Debt due to the Bank of Ireland, at 5 per cent. . 

Total, Ireland . • 

Total, United Kingdom 

Exchequer bills outstanding and unprovided fur, Jan. 5, 1837 
Do. do. do. Jan. 5, 1836 


. 10,725,232 
. 66,273,320 
. 146,229,682 
. 438,240 

£^7,959,227 


£3,004.253 
162.882 
14,757,160 
1.045, 71‘3 
11.855,903 

1.615.384 
6,661 

1.015.384 

. £33,463,343 

^761,422,570 

. £28,155,150 
. 29,007,950 


COMUKRCE, SHIPPING, NAVIGATION. 

Commerciiil prosperity, as remarked at 
the close of the former reign (p. 857), is 
not measured by the amount or excess of 
exports, but by the aggregate amount of 
inqiurts and exports. The commodities a 
nation imports are as conducive to her 
interests as those she exports, and it is the 
magnitude of the two conjointly that indi- 
cates industrial activity and national en- 
joyment. The balance of trade, as it is 
culled, may be against a country, as it 
often is ill colonies and infant states, and 
yet that country he rapidly progressing in 
wealth, industry, population, and all the 
other elements of internal strength and 
social happiness. Reciprocal dependence 
is the surest bond of peace and friendly 
feeling, both among nations and intlivi- 
duals j and it is not to native resources, 
to an utter independence of neighbours, 
that each state ought to intrust its welfare, 
hut to the greatest possible interchange of 
peculiar advantages, products, and coiive- 
niences. By impoverishing and exhaust- 
ing others we do not enrich ourselves. 
Commerce that is wholesome is garo- 
hling, but an interchange of benefits ; and 
that intercourse is likely to be most last- 
ing, the least alloyed with jealousy, the 
inost conservative of international amity, 
iina mutually the most advantageous, that 
resolves itself, as all commercial exchanges 
Ultimately must do, into mere Aarffr,— an 
equal and reciprocal exchange of commo- 
leaving any general balance 
either side to be liquidated by money. 
Another principle which the l|iatory of 
ritish commerce, since the begiiaingof 
century, strikingly elu^dates, if t^e 


irrelevancy of the money or declared value 
of exports, as an index of commercial acti- 
vity. This is merely the price of the com- 
modities, which varies with the state of 
the market and the cost of production, 
and has no relation to tho quantities ex- 
ported. But the quantities are the chief 
point of interest — the only test of indus- 
trial prosperity. During the last forty 
years, the real — so called in the genuine 
mercantile spirit — or money value of our 
exports has been stationary or declining, 
hut no one infers hence that commerce has 
declined; that it has not been prosperous 
in an unprecedented degree ; that agricul- 
ture has not thereby been vastly promoted, 
and that it has not been the chief Siiurce 
of national riches, domestic improvements, 
and augmented employment for the popu- 
lation, shipping, navigation, roads, turn- 
pikes, and conveyances of every descrip- 
tion. These are the only results interest- 
ing to the statesman and legislator ; the 
rest are merely the symbols of the custom- 
house, of no more importance in estimating 
the action of trade on the well-being of 
the community than the ancient tallies of 
the exchequer. 

Having premised these explanations, we 
subjoin, in continuation of tho tables of 
previous reigns, the following account of 
the trade of the United Kingdom to January 
1837 ; exhibiting the ojkial value of im- 
poris of foreign and colonial produce, and 
of British, Irish, foreign, and colonial pro- 
duce exported : — 


Exports. 

£69,691,301 

71,429,004 

7rq071,691 


Imports. 

£46,245.241 

49,713,889 

44,586,741 
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1833 . £79,823,092 . £45,9^551 

1834 . 85,393,586 . 49,362,811 

1835 . 91,174,455 . 48,91L542 

1836 . 97,621,548 . 57,023,867 

The maj^itude of foreign trade, and the 
enormous increase in the export of native 
produce, in the present reign, has never 
been exceeded. In the short term of seven 
years, from 1831 to 1836 inclusive, the 
exports increased 40 per cent., and the im* 
ports 23 per cent. The tKtual or declared 
value of exports in 1830 was 38,271,597/. 
in 1836, 53,368,571/. Of the enormous 
amount of 97,621,548/. of exports in 1836, 
only 12,391,711/. was foreign and colonial 
merchandise re-exported ; the remaining 
85,229,837/. consisting entirely of British 
and Irish produce and manufactures. 

In 1836 trade was pushed to its maxi- 
mum state. It was a year of speculation 
and over-trading both in exports and im- 
ports, and the consequence was the re-ac> 
tion of 1 837 and the extensive mercantile 
failures already described in the occur- 
rences of that year (p. 1015). The exports 
of native products and manufactures 
dropped in 1837 to 72,312,207/. ; being a 
decrease of 12,917,650*/. This check was 
of short duration. lu 1838 pecuniary 
transactions with America were re-esta- 
blished by the resumption of specie pay- 
ments by the banks of the United States, 
and British commerce again commenced 
its wonted onward movement. 

Since the peace the Shipowners had 
complained of the decline of their interest ; 
of the relaxations introduced in 1822 
by Mr. Wallace, the president of the 
board of trade, in the navigation laws and 
colonial trade, and of the encouragement 
thereby given to foreigners, with whom it 
was alleged to be impossible to compete, 
owing to the greater cheapness abroad 
than at home of labour and the materials 
of ship-building. These apprehensions 
have proved illusive, and the liberal policy 
determined upon by the government has 
proved as beneficial to the shipping inter- 
est, as it was just and unavoidalile towards 
other countries. The proportion of British to 
foreign tonnage entering the ports of the 
United Kingtiom is greater now thou under 
the more restrictive system ; for the former, 
froml826 tol 836, has increased 23 per cent., 
while the increase of the latter has been 
exactly one half that rate, or 1 loiter cent. 

Ihe followlog statement of the number 
of vessels belonging to the British empire 
in each year from 1803 will show the 
progress of our mercantile navy. It is 
chtefy extracted from the valuable tables 
of M(r. Porter. During the war many 
veaiols were employed in the transport her- 
vke^ iiid • gieeter nnmber was requisite 
a gifOB amottiit of trsOSc than in peace* 


The records of 1812 and 1813 were du 
stroyed at the burning ot the custom- 
house. In 1827 a new mode of registra- 
tion was adopted ; previously to that year 
many vessels that had been lost were still 
continued in the registry. 


Fearr. 


Skipt, 


Tonnage^ 

1803 


20,893 


2,167,863 

1604 


21,774 


2,268,570 

1805 


22,051 


2,283,442 

1806 


22,182 


2,263,714 

1807 


22,290 


2,281,621 

1808 


22,646 


2,324,891 

1809 


23,070 


2,368,468 

1810 


20.703 


2,426.044 

1811 


24,106 


2,474,774 

1814 


24,418 


2,616,965 

1815 


24,860 


2,681,276 

1816 


25,801 


2,783,933 

1817 


25,346 


2,664,986 

1818 


25,507 


2,674,488 

1819 


25,482 


2,666,396 

1820 


25,374 


2,648,593 

1821 


25,036 


2,560,503 

1822 


24,642 


2,519,404 

1823 


24,542 


2,506.760 

1824 


24,776 


2,559.507 

1825 


24,280 


2,553,6S2 

1826 


24,625 


2,6.35,614 

1827 


23,199 


2,460,300 

1828 


24,095 


2,518,191 

1829 


23,453 


2,517,000 

1830 


23,723 


2,531,819 

1831 


24,242 


2,581,964 

1832 


24.435 


2,618.068 

1833 


24,385 


2,634,577 

1834 


25,055 


2.715,100 

1835 


25, .5 11 


2,783,000 

1836 


25,820 


2,792,046 

1837 


26,037 


2,791,018 


Of the 26,037 vessels registered bel<ing- 
ing to the empire, in 1837, there belonged 
to England 14,998; Scotland, 3244; Ire- 
land, 1694 ; Guernsey. 90 ; Jersey, 245 ; 
Isle of Man, 265 ; British plantations, 
5501 : the number of men and buys em- 
ployed in navigating the whole wa8l73v506. 

The year 1836 was one of such general 
and unexampled commercial activity, that it 
seems to claim a more detailed illustration. 
A statement is subjoined of the deelaieu 
value of British and Irish products ex- 
ported that year, specifying the couiiines 
to which they were sent. The sum ot 

160,722/., affixed to Prussia, expresses only 
the value of the commodities exp(|rte| 
direct to Prussian ports ; most Britim 
goods that find their way to 1’?? 

through the Netherlands to the 
provinces, oyn still greater quantities a 
shipped to Hamburgh and 
the north of Germany, whence they are 
forwarded by land-carriage to the mterioj- 
The statement of exports to Spam is hkb 
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wise below ber actual consumption ; large 
(juantities of British goods being either 
smuggled into that kingdom from Gibraltar, 
or transmitted by the way of Portugal. 


Jmount of Exports in 

1836. 

Russia • • • • 

£1,742,433 

Sweden • • • 

113,308 

Norway • • • 

79,469 

Denmark • • • 

91,302 

160.722 

Prussia • • • 

Germany • • • 

4,463 729 
2,509,622 

Holland • • • 

Belgium • • • 

839,276 

France • • • • 

1,591,381 

Portugal • • • 

1,085,934 

Azores • • • • 

53,574 

Madeira • • • 

52,168 

Si'aiu • • • • 

437,076 

Canaries • • • 

40,370 

Gibraltar • • • 

756,411 

Italy • • • • 

2,9 21,466 

Malta • • • • 

143,015 

Ionian Islands • • 

109,123 

Greece . • • • 

12,003 

Turkey • • 

1,775,034 

Syria .... 

33.650 

Egypt .... 
Tiipoli, Tunis, Algiers, 
Morocco . . • 

216,930 

297,322 

W enter 11 Coast of Africa . 

467,186 

Cape of GtMul Hope . 

482,345 

Cape Verd Islands . 

413 

St. Helena . . 

11,041 

Mauritius . . . 

260,855 

Arabia .... 

16.358 

lliiidostan ... 

4,285,829 

Sumatra and Java, &c. . 

234,852 

Phili]>pino Islands . 

51,728 

China .... 

1,326,388 

Australia ., . . 

835,867 

British North America . 

2,722,291 

British West Indies 

3,786^453 

Hayti .... 

251,663 

Cuba and Foreign West 
Indies • 

987,122 

United States of America 

12,425,605 

254,822 

Mexico .... 

Guatimala 

764 

Columbia ... 

185,172 

Brazil .... 

3,030,532 

.... 

697,334 

Chili .... 

861,903 

Fern .... 

606,332 

Guernsey , , . 

318,609 

Total of Exports . 

£53,368,572 


Among the mercantile impulses of the 
present reign may be reckoned the intire 
opening, in 1834, of the trade with India 
and China. This traffic is still in Us in- 
fancy, and it is impossible to assign the 
hinits to which it may be carried by indi- 
vmual vigilance and enterprise. One 
public advantage has already m\i)/ed in 


the reduction in the price and improvement 
in the quality of the tea consumetl by the 
community. The future supply of cotton 
from the East will probably increase, and 
the repeal, in 1835, of the discriminative 
duties levied on sugar and coifee, the 
produce of India, tor the benefit of the 
West India planter, and to the detriment 
of the consumer, holds out additional en- 
couragements to oriental commerce. 

The formation of the Prusso-Bavariaii 
league, under the name of Zoll Fercin, 
appears to have been viewed with needless 
jealousy. Up to the present the regulations 
of the union have been fiscal only and limit- 
ed to the removal of the obstructions that 
impeded the transit of merchandise through 
the adjoining states. During the first four 
years of the existence of the league the ave- 
rage amount of British and Irish commodi 
ties exported to Germany has increased as 
mentioned on a former occasion (p. 971, 
881). 

A peculiarity in the commercial history 
of the present and former reigns, which 
has been lately adverted to by sir Wil- 
liam Molesworth (House of Commons, 
March 13, 1839), deserves to be remarked. 
Foreigners have taken in greater quanti- 
tiea than ever, supplies of our cottons, 
linens, woollens, and hardware. But, 
though the export of qll these manufac- 
tured articles has largely increased, the ex- 
port of them, either in an intermediate 
stage of manufacture, or in that of the raw 
material, has increased in a much faster 
proportion. Thus, take cotton for an ex- 
ample. Comparing the four years ending 
with 1828 with the last four years, the in- 
crease in the value of our trade in cotton 
goods has been 22 per cent., in cotton yarn 
90 per cent., or four times as much. In 
comparing the last four years with the four 
ears previous to 1828, the exports of 
ardwaro have increased 32 per cent, in 
value, those of iron and steel. 89 per cent.y 
exceeding twice as much. The exportation 
of woollen yarn and of British wool was pro- 
hibited till the close of 1824. Comparing 
the average of the four subsequent years 
with those of the four years ending with 
1838, it appears that, whilst tlie aggregaie 
value of the exports of woollen manut’ac- 
tures had increased only 16 per cent., tliat 
of woollen yorn had increased 939 per 
cent., and of tooo/ 1161 per cent.; that is, 
the ratio of the increase of the exports of 
the raw material, and of the halt-manu- 
faefured commodity) had been filty times 
as great as that of our once highly esteemed 
cloths. The trade m linens, upon the 
whole, has been the mos.t flourishing of 
any; since 1828 it has increased in value 
42 per cent., but even in this case the ex- 
port of the half-manufactured commodity 
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has been more remarkable than in any 
other. The trade in iinen yam has grown 
up since 1832^ in which year the aggre- 
gate value of linen yarn exported was 
only 8705/. ; in the next year it was 
72,006/.; in 1834, 136,312/.; in 1835, 
216,635/.; in 1836, 318,772/.; in 1837, 
479,000/. ; and in 1838 it amounted to 
655,000/. : an increase of aliuut 50 per 
cent, per annum for the last five 
years. Almost the whole of this article 
was sent to France, where it was wrought 
up into cambrics, and the other finer de- 
scriptions of the linen manufacture, in 
which the French are unrivalled. Com- 
paring the whole of our foreign trade, it 
appears that, on the average of the four 
years ending 1828, the actual value of our 
exports was 35,368,000/. ; on the average 
of the four years ending 1838,49,645,000/.; 
showing an increase of 5,277,000/. or 
about 14 per cent. But of that increase, 
3,094,000/. worth was of cotton yam ; 
2,000,000/. of linen and woollen yarn, wool, 
iron, and steel, making in all 5,000,000/., 
or a little less than the whole increase of 
our exports in the last 10 years. While 
there fui’e the Aggregate of our exports has 
increased 14 ^ir cent, the increase of the 
exports of the primary materials of 
foreign manufactures has been 107 per 
cent., or eight tim^s as much. 

The explanation of this mercantile revo- 
lution will be chiefly found in the superior 
mechanical resources of England, especial- 
ly in our unequalled spinuiiig machinery, 
by which we are enabled to prepare, 
cheapest and best, the bases of the con- 
tinental fabrics ; while, on the other hand, 
in carrj'ing through the ulterior processes 
of manufacture, requiring a (peater propor- 
tion of manual la^ur, the foreign has an 
advantage over the English manufacturer 
in the lower rate of wages, the consequence 
of cheaper food, less burdensome taxes and 
rates, and, in many places abroad, an in- 
ferior standard of diet and domestic 
comforts. 

The commercial intercourse with 
Jrs LAND exceeds in importance that carried 
tin with any foreign state, and her rapidly 
increasing resources promise to lessen our 
future dependence on foreigners for the more 
essential elements of national strength. 
The circumstanciii gf the two countries 
lieculiarly suit for an interchange 

uf benefits— ‘agricolture, or at least th4 raw 
material of agriculture, being the predo- 
minant field of industry in one, and manu- 
facturing skill in the other ; in one capital 
is abundant) in the other labour. The 
requisites that appear most essential for 
securing to both iho greatest possible 
good appear to be# a steady persever* 
anee in the impairiial policy ihet bas late- , 


ly marked the government of Ireland, 
a^rding the security of equal and effi« 
ciently administered laws to the persons 
and property of her inhabitants — allaying 
par^ and religious animosities — diffusing 
useuil knowledge — encouraging the in- 
vestment and creation of capital— improving 
internal communications — providing for 
her indigent poor — and putting at rest any 
uncertainty that may exist as to the per- 
manent maintenance of the legislative 
union between the two kingdoms. Ireland 
labours only under the disadvantage of 
youth, in not being so old as England and 
Scotland in the pursuits of industry, in 
religious toleration, in social quiet, security, 
and amalgamation ; in the excellence of 
her magisterial and judicial administration, 
and in tne equity and wisdom of her politi- 
cal rule. 

No account can be given of the general 
trade between Britain and Ireland subse- 
quent to 1825, the commerce between the 
two countries being in that year assimi- 
lated, and, with the exception of grain, no 
register has been kept of the goods sent 
to, or received from, Ireland. The follow- 
ing exhibits the value of the merchandise 
Ireland exported to, and imported from, 
Britain during the first quarter of a cen- 
tury after the Union. 


Year. 

Imports, 

Exports, 

1801 

£2,370,350 

£3,537,725 

1805 

4,067,917 

4,288,167 

1809 

5,316,557 

4,588,305 

1813 

6,746,353 

5,410,326 

1H17 

A, 7 22, 7 m 

5,696,613 

1821 

5,338,838 

7,117,452 

1825 

7,048,936 

8,531,355 


The following is a comparative state- 
ment of the commodities exported from 
Ireland in 1825 and 1835: — 


Commodities. 

1825 

1835 

Cows and 




Oxen 

No. 

63,524 

98,150 

Horses 

do. 

3,140 

4,(i5:> 

Sheep 

do. 

72,191 

125,152 

Swine 

do. 

65,919 

37fi.l»l 

W heat 

qrs. 

283,340 

420,522 

Harley 

do. 

154,822 

168,Wfi 

Other grain do. 

23,832 

39,037 

Flour • 

cwtf. 

599,124 

1,984,480 

Potatoes • 

do. 

— 

223,398 

Bacon and 




Haros 

do. 

362,978 

379,111 

Beef & Pork do. 

604,253 

.370,172 

Butter • 

do. 

474,161 

827,009 

Lard 

do. 

3^,261 

70,207 

Soap and 




Candles 

do. 

42 

— 


no. iff 


52,244.800 


crates, 

boxes 

— 

2,275 

10,695 

Featlpirfi.' 

cwts. 

— 

6,432 
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CvumodHtUi* 

1825 

1835 

pQrt$» 

Hides and 



Liverpool • 

Calfskins No. 

— 

57,657 

Lynn . . 

Wool 1 bales 

— - 

33 

Newcastle . 

Wool . 1 

— 

764,184 

Plymouth . 

Flax and 



Portsmouth 

Tow . cwts. 

54,898 

163,949 

Southampton 

Lead and 



Stockton • 

Copper ore do. 

— 

477,660 

Sunderland . 

Spirits . gals. 

629,529 

459,473 

W^hitehaven 

Beer • do. 

— - 

2,686,688 

Yarmouth . 

Cotton 1 yrds, 10,567,458 

1,039,088 

Aberdeen , 

manuf.j packages 

— 

6,588 

Dundee. . 

C.ottonyarn lbs. 

— 

13,458 

Glasgow 

lyrds. 55,114,515 

70,209,572 

Grangemouth 

Linen . > boxes 

' — 

134 

Greenock . 

] bales 

— 

7 

Port Glasgow 

Silk manf. yrds 

— 

8,400 

Leith . . 

Woollen do. do. 

— 

100,320 

Belfast 

Other Articles 

value 

. 369.294/. 

Cork . 


Foreign aucl Colonial 
Merchandise • do. 


110,489/. 


Estimated value of the above exports, 
in 1825, 9,243,210/.; ditto in 1835, 
16,593,685/. ; increase, 7,450,470/. 

Kstimuted tonnage of Ireland in 1825, 
510,245 tons; in 1835, 734,068 tons; in- 
increase, 223,823 tons. In 1835 Ireland 
exported agricultural produce to England 
to the value of 12,080,558/., and took 
back in return English manufactures to 
the amount of 10,918,459/. 

The trade with Ireland has increased 
faster and exceeds on an average of years 
that carried on with the United States of 
America. The following is the declared 
value uf British and Irish produce and 
manufactures exported to the United 
States in each of the following years : — 

1827 £7,018,272 

1828 5,810,315 

1829 4,821,415 

1830 6,132,346 

1831 . , . , 9,053,583 

1832 . . . . 5,468,272 

1833 ... . 7,579,699 

1834 .... 6,844,989 

183) .... 10,568,455 

1836 .... 12,425,605 

The following shows the relative com- 
merce of the different ports of the United 
Kingdom ; being the gross amount of 
custoins-dnty received during the years 
ending January 5, 1835, and 1837. 

Porit, 1835 1837 

l^ndon. £10,697,263 £12,156,279 

«n«tol . 1,072,106 1,112,812 

. 60,897 47,437 


Bristol • 
Dover . 
Exeter . 
Gloucester 
Goole , 
Hull , 
J^ancaster 


131,108 

682,008 


1,112,812 

47,437 

79,897 

166,187 

60,317 

801,628 

42,313 


Port$. 1835 1837 

Liverpool . 3,846,306 4,450,426 

Lynn . . — . 52,470 

Newcastle . 286,918 307,274 

Plymouth . 94,405 103,423 

Portsmouth 55,173 46,472 

Southampton 46,825 49,139 

Stockton • 47,878 54,197 

Sunderland. 65,284 78,126 

Whitehaven 86,063 88,291 

Yarmouth . 64,410 63,7«3 

Aberdeen , 54,581 58,673 

Dundee. . 48,592 70,982 

Glasgow . 270,667 289,702 

Grangemouth — 25,728 

Greenock . 482,138 374,467 

Port Glasgow 140,284 104,292 

Leith . . 386,905 — 

Belfast . 289,024 366,718 

Cork . . 198,089 230,904 

Dublin . 768,632 898,630 

Galway . 38,083 31,769 

Limerick . 136,910 146,222 

Londonderry 87,469 99,652 

Newry . 51,083 58,800 

Sligo . . 34,915 35,863 

Waterford 125,028 137,120 

WAGES, VACTORIBS, EMIGRATION, POOR- 

R\T£S, SAVINGS* BANKS, 1.UNATICS, BAS. 

TARDY. 

It is likely the present reign will be 
hereafter reverted to as one of the most 
favourable in British history to the welfare 
of the industrious orders. Its great and 
manifold blessings can hardly be exagge- 
rated. While vital reforms were being 
effected in political and social institutions, 
the condition of the people was unusually 
pro8{)erous, and they had a greater com- 
mand probably than in any former period 
uf equal duration over the comforts and 
conveniences of living. During the whole 
seven years of the king’s government 
there was not one failing harvest ; all the 
crops were above an average, with the 
exception of that of 1831, which was 
nearly an average, and which very partial 
deficiency was amply compensatea by the 
unusual abundance of 1835, that reduced 
the price of wheat to 39i. per quarter. 
The average price from 1830 to 1837, both 
inclusive, was only 55#. 3</. a ijuarter; 
about the average price of the eight years 
of peace and prosperity that preceded the 
war of 1793, and with which the^present 
reign may be aptly compared. Clothing 
also became extremely cheap, which ena- 
bled the working classes not only to clothe 
themselves more decently and comfortably, 
hut to wear articles of a more durable 
description than formerly. Calicoes are 
supposed to have fallen lull two-thirds in 
price since the peaceof 1815 ; linens, one- 
half; ftotit shoes, one third; the coarse 
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felt hats, for which laboiiilng men used to 
pay 3«. 6e/. fell to 2«., or have been super- 
seded by silk hats. The reduction in the 
price of hardware has been enormous* 
Beer, tea, coffee, candles, and soap have 
been made more accessible to the commu- 
nity, either by greater abundance or 
the re{>eal of duties and removal of ob- 
structions that impeded their sale to the 
consumer. 

While articles of ordinary use fell in 
])rice, the rate of wages was kept up. 
There was no diminution in the means of 
purchasing. Some occupations certainly 
suffered, and were superseded, as that of 
tlie hand-loom weavers, by mechanical im- 
provements; the fluctuations of fashion, 
also, wrought partial derangements, but 
generally there never was a period within 
the experience of the present generation 
when employment was more abundant, 
and when the wages of labour, taken in 
conjunction with the prices of every article 
that forms the expenditure of a working 
man, were so well calculated to ensure his 
comfort and independence. 

Over this gratifying representation it 
is necessary to introdtice some shading to 
render the social picture correct. The 
agricultural cla>8es did not participate 
equally with the manufacturing in the 
general improvement of condition. In the 
benefits resulting from the low prices of 
clothing and food all shared ; but this 
cheapness was accompanied with, and 
partly helped to produce, a scarcity of em- 
ployment in the rural districts. The low 
price of wheat discouraged the application 
of capital to land, so that the increase of 
employment therein did not keep pace 
with the increase in the number of the 
people. For many years there have been 
sym])toms of a growing redundancy of 
luiin-labourerii, manifested in a depression 
of wages, and consequent general discoii- 
ti'iit, as evinced by incendiary fires, the 
df5btruction of threshing machines, and 
other prsedial outiagt s. 

Another topic essential to a faithful 


earnings of the labourers did not amount, 
on an average of the whole class, to mure 
than from to 2<. 6(/. a^week for the 
year round- The number of persons out 
of work and in distress during 30 weeks of 
the year was estimated at not less than 

585.000, and the number of persons de- 
endeiit upon them at not less than 
,800,000 ; making, in the whole, 

2.385.000. The commissioners fouiirl 
that, while in Britain the agricultural 
families constitute little more tlian a fourth, 
ill Ireland they constitute about two- 
thirds of the whole population ; that there 
were in 1831 in Britain 1,055,982 agri- 
cultural labourers, and in Ireland 
1,131,715; while the cultivated land of 
Britain amounts to about 3^, ‘250,000 acres, 
and that of Ireland only to 14.600,000. 
There are in Ireland, theiefore, about five 
agricultural labourers for every two there 
are for the same quantity of land in i3ri> 
tain ; and the actual produce of Britain 
exceeds by four times that of Ireland. 

The backwaTdne>8 and destitution of the 
Irish are more easily described than tI>o 
remedies. But the food and domestic 
conveniences of some parts of Britain do 
not offer such a remarkable contrast to tiu; 
condition of the sister kingdom, and we can* 
not, any more than the continental nations, 
boast of an entirely wbcat-fed population. 

In the northern districts of Kngland, in 
the counties of Cumberland and V\ estrnop 
laud, the fanners work hard and subsist 
on very humble fare ; their ordinary diet 
consisting of barley-bread, potatoes, milk, 
and a smail quantity of bacon. Their in- 
dustry and frugal living is very profitable 
to their landlords, wlio are thereby enabled 
to obtain much higher rents than their 
southern neighbours. Across the border, 
in Scotland, the condition of the agricul- 
tural population is not found to be more 
advanced. Kents have increased four- fold, 
but animal food and malt liquor continue 
out of the reach of the great body of Scot- 
tish husbandmen. The well cultivated 
farms of Kast Lothian, Berwick, and Ko-y 


elucidation of the state of the country at 
the beginning of 1 BdJrequ.res to be noticed. 
Although the king’s reign may be con- 
sidered to have beeo the milleuiuin of the 
industrious classes, it faileil to effect any 
great amendment in the common diet of the 
people, Animai food, w beaten bread, and 
beer, still continued inaccessible to a largo 
portion of the populatioa of the United 
Kiu^fdom. In Ireland potatoe< it is well 
known are the staple food of the inbabit- 
ams. The government commiskioiiers who 
reported on the state of that country in 
stated that agricultural wages varied 
froui to If. $ that the average 

IB gtnetal waa about » and that the 


burgh, are so many manufactoncs, m 
which, tlie ploughmen, aided by horses and 
machinery, make plenty of corn and 
but of which they do not partake. 'Jiior 
diet is oatmeal, mixed in water, or in niilw, 
if they be allowed the use of a cow, ami 
cakes made of barley-meal and peu-meiu 
mixed together. Their lodging is equally 
mean. They are housed outside the tarm- 
yard in sheds like barracks ; each family 
m damp, dark, single apartments, unless 
it has been divided with wooden parutious* 
at the occupStits* own expense; the wa ^ 
in many instances not plastered ; ana, 
all, the floor consisting of nothing but 
bstre ground, and often below the Iwv 
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<he adjoining road, from which the rain- 
water may be making its way into the 
interior of the hovel, which is lighted with 
one or two windows, consisting of four of 
the smallest panes of the coarsest glass. 
The windows are mostly built in, so ihat 
they cannot be opened for fresh air. There 
is no cieling; nothing above but the bare 
rafters, and the thatched or tiled roof. 
Houses, or hoothies as they are called, of 
this description, may be seen in all direc- 
tions within five miles of Erlinburgh. Ca- 
pital has increased enormously, but the 
peasantry are scarcely better off than their 
grandfathers ; have hardly more comforts 
or higher wages. The parochial schools 
are so defective, both in books and mode 
of education, that few agricultural labour- 
ers can either read or write with facility. 
Their ignorance, general discomfort, and 
severe toil, prematurely exhaust them, 
and make them short-lived. 

It is in dress and outward appearance 
that the greatest improvements have keen 
effected. The cheapness of manufactures 
enables a Scotch dairy-maid to clothe her- 
self in a complete summer Sunday’s dress 
for ‘20^. Her winter garb will cost a little 
more, from 25«. to 2S«., and I oth suits, with 
care, will last considerably more than a 
twelvemonth. Making included, a plough- 
man may clothe himself decently on Sun- 
days for less than 2/. lOs. ; his working 
garb (mule-skin) costs about Ui«., and, if 
to these be adde<i a ploughiiig-coat and 
stout shoes, 10s. each, his whole bill to the 
draper and tailor will not exceed 41. 6s. 

In the principal towns of Scotland and 
Kngland the different ranks of society on 
Sundays can hardly be distinguished by 
difference of attire. They all dress well, 
and little difference exists in the quality 
and shape of their costume. Men wear 
silk cr beaver hats; coats of woollen 
cloth ; waistcoats of cloth, silk, or velvet ; 
shirts of calico or linen ; hose of cotton, 
silk, or worsted ; trousers of kerseymere, or 
other material, with silk or cotton stocks, 
shoes or boots, which form the general 
walking garb of all classes. There is a 
like approximation to uniformity in female 
costume. Stuffs, merinos, French cloth, 
muslins, silks, and satins, are generally 
worn, according to the season of the year. 
It was thought a great luxury in queen 
Wizabeth to wear silk hose, but, in king 
vVi Ilium’s reign, maid-servants were fre- 
quently seen in silk dresses, with laced 
caps, and silk, velvet, Dunitablc, or Tus- 
can bonnets. 

The low price of books may l>e noticed 
among the beneficial changes affecting the 
jnasses of the nation. This has been 
partly caused by tho practice of stereo- 
yping and the application of steapi in 


press-work ; the reduction in the price of 
paper and the cost of embellishments ; and 
hy publishers trusting more to an exten- 
sive sale than to high profits for a remu- 
nerative return. On this principle many 
useful compilations have been put forth ; 
some of the standard works reprinted, and 
numerous cheap periodical publications 
established, that have contributed, aided 
by popular lectures of literary and scien- 
tific societies, very extensively to the intel- 
lectual improvement of the people. 

The state most desirable to attain by the 
industrious orders is exemption from 
smlden vicissitudes. During the last thirty 
years the price of labour has been nearly 
stationary, both in skilled and unskilled 
occupations. The wages of labourers in 
husbandry, and of carpenters, bricklayers, 
masons, tailors, spinners, and plumbers in 
towns, were nearly the same in 1805 as 
in 1835. The alternations of misery and 
comfort they have experienced have been 
mainly produced by circumstances over 
which they had no control ; namely, 
changes in the value of paper-money, 
fluctuations in the amount of employment 
from mercantile speculation, and sudden 
vicissitudes in the price of bread, either 
from the seasons or the artificial operation 
of the corn-laws. Parliament has applied 
a remedy to the currency, and the other 
sources of popular derangement are not less 
deserving of legislative attention. That 
in which the working classes have wrought 
the most detriment to themselves has been 
in the indefensible claims of the trade- 
unions ; they drove the masters into 
counter combinations in their own defence, 
and the result of the struggle, as might 
have been predicted, wiis the discomfiture 
of the workmen, the dissolution of their 
societies, and reduction, in some instances, 
of the rate of wages. 

The employment of children in Mills 
ami Factokiks formed an anxious subject 
of inquiry in the present reign. During 
the last sixty years the domestic maniiiac- 
turo of the West of Kngland, Lancashire, 
and the West Riding of Yorkshire, lias 
been gradually yielding to the encroach- 
ments of capital and machinery. Manual 
labour could not contend, in many stages 
of manufacture, either in cheapness or ex- 
ecution, with these powerful competitors ; 
the factories combining, on a great scale, 
all the resources of money and mechanical 
ingenuity. In 1835 the number of per- 
sons, of all ages, employed in the cotton, 
wool, silk, and flax factories, worked by 
steam and water, in Kngland, was 293,693 ; 
in Wales, 1936; Scotland, f)0,180 ; Ire- 
land, 9564: making a total population in 
the United Kingdom of .355,37.3. Of this 
number, 15^,555 were males and 196,818 
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females. Between the ages of 8 aiid 13, 
the nutnber einiiloyed of both sexes was 
20,388 ; between 13 and 18, 108,208 ; 
aboSe 18 years old, 190,710. The etxi- 
ployment of a greater number of females 
than males, and of so miiny children of a 
tender age, constitutes the ihost objection- 
able peculiarity of factory industry. Par- 
liament has sought to protect the unfortu- 
nate juveniles, by prohibiting the employ- 
ment of children under a certain age and 
limiting the hours of labour ; and its 
eObrfs to improve their couditioii have not 
been wholly fruitles, as the writer had an 
opportunity of witnessing during a late 
tour in the manufacturing districts. Le- 
gislative interference, however, can only 
be looked upon as a temporary palliative ; 
the most effective cure must be sought in 
the higher moral tone and intellectual cul- 
ture of the male operatives, who ought to 
be the natural protectors of their wives 
and offspring. 

A few KtaUments are subjoined, elucidat- 
ory of the subjects of the present section. 
Great light has been thrown on the condi- 
tion of the body of the people by the 
inquiries of parliamentary committees, 
and by the commissions on the poor-laws, 
factories, and the state of Ireland, and 
the results of whose labours are in course 
of being arranged and published by Mr. 
Porter in his Progress of the Nation.’* 
Dai/y H^ages at Greenwich Hospital. 

Carpen- Brick^ Plutnb- 

Year. . Masons, 


ters, 

8. d. 


layers, 

t, d. 


17-29 

1730 

173.3 

1740 

1745 

1750 

1755 

1760 

1765 

1770 

1775 

1780 

1785 

1790 

1795 

1800 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
J8f4 
1815 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 6 
2 10 
r 6 


2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


$. d. 
2 6 
2 6 
2 8 
2 8 
2 8 


ers, 
s. d. 


2 

2 

2 

2 


6 

0 

0 

4 

8 

6 

6 

6 

6 


3 0 

3 0 

4 10 
4 8 

4 8 

5 0 


2 10 
2 10 
2 10 
2 10 
2 10 
2 10 
5 0 
5 0 
5 0 


0 
0 
0 
6 
6 
6 

2 6 
3 0 
3 0 
3 0 
3 0 
3 3 
3 3 
3 3 


5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


V5 6 
5 2 


5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

0 


3 

4 
4 
4 

4 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


1816 

1817 

1818 

1819 

1820 
1821 
1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1827 

1828 

1829 

1830 

1831 

1832 

1833 

1834 
18.15 
1836 


V 

1 

1 

1 


5 8 
5 6 
5 5 
5 5 
5 5 

5 5 
4 I0| 
4 10^ 


5 1 
5 0 
4 10 
4 10 
4 10 
4 10 
4. 10 
4 10 
4 9 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

5 


5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


4 1 
4 


.5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

3 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

.5 

5 

5 

5 

5 


s 


4 Ih 
4 llj 


These are the contract rates of wages 
paid to the masters, and exceed the muius 
received by the workmen. Wages are 
higher in London than at ManchcNter, 
Glasgow, or Londonderry, by 16 or 20 per 
cent. ; a difference partly made up by the 
*es8 price of provisions, fuel, and house- 
rent. The ri»e of wages subsequent to 

1800 was doubtless occasioned by the bad 
seasons of the four preceding years. 
WMjent rose to 139#. per quarter in 1801 ; 
its quality was injured by excessive rains; 
and every other article of provision was 
proportionately dear and unwholesome. 
The severe privations of the people checked 
the growth of population ; and the number 
of marriages, which in 1798 amounted to 
79,477, fell in 1800 to 69,851, and in 

1801 to 67,288. 

Wages in husbandry were affected in a 
like manner by the dearth at the close of 
the last century. It appears, from Mr. 
Barton’s statements, and other sources, 
that the average weekly wages of farm- 
labourers, in England, in money and in 
equivalent pints of wheat, at the yearly 
average price, were as folbiws : — 


Year. 



s. 

d. 

meat. 

1796 



8 

11 

70 

1803 



11 

5 

63 

1811 



14 

6 

76 

1819 


• 

12 

0 

73 

1824 

6 

• 

10 

0 

89 

1829 

• 

• 

11 

0 

91 

1832 

• 


12 

0 

90 

1833 

• 


12 

0 

115 

1834 

• • 

• 

12 

0 

133 

1835 

• 

• 

11 

6 

162 

18.76 

• 


11 

6 

121 

1837 

• 


11 

G 

105 


The followinf; particuleri nre 
have ^11 able to collect of the wage* of 
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per» 0 D 8 employed in manufacture! and 
other branchev of industry during the pre- 
sent reign. 

Con ON Manufactuus. — It is calculated 
(McCulloch*! Com, Diet, 415) that 
833,000 persons are directly employed in 
this manufacture as spinuers, weavers, 
bleachers, &c. and that their aggregate 
wages amount to 20,000,000/. per annum. 
About one-fifth of the people employed are 
men, one-third women, and the remainder 
children. The following is a statement of 
the number and average wages of the work- 
people in the employ of Messrs. Birley, 
Hornby, and Kirk, made out in January, 
1832. 

Spinners, fVeaven. No, 

», d. s, d. 

Men . . 20 6 15 If 379 

Women - 11 34 9 7j 563 

Children . 5 10 5 4* 654 

The change from hand to powerdoom 
weaving has caused extreme distress in 
Luncashire. According to the inquiries of 
parliament, the hand-loom weavers com- 
prise a body of 840,000 individuals ; 
rather exceeding the amount of the African 
slave population, concerning whose free- 
dom so lung and laudable an iutere.st has 
been manifested in the nation, la 1800 


(heir wages averaged 18s. to20«. ; in 1816 
they had (alien to I Js, or weekly, and 
in 1835, to 3s.ov7s, At Manchester they 
were from 5.f. to 7s. 6d. net ; Aberdeen, 
3s. fid. to 5s. 6d. net; Bolton, 4f. 1^. 
net ; Dundee, 6s. to 7s. net ; Forfar, 6t. 
net; Glasgow, 4s. to 8s. gross; Hudders- 
field, 4s. to 5s., a few 16 ; Lanark, 5s. Id. 
net ; l^aisley 6s. to 7s. gross ; Perth, 4s. 9d. 
to 7s. 9d, net ; Preston, As. 9d. to 6s. 6d. 


gross; Spitaltields, 7s. 6d. to 8s. gross ; 
Stockport, 9s. gross ; Coventry, 7s. 6d. net ; 
Nuneaton, 4s. 8d. net ; Drogheda, 2s. 4d. 
to 4s. net ; Belfast, 3s. 6d. to 6s. 6d. gross. 

The average earnings of 657 weavers of 
different classes at Leeds were found by 
Mr. Haines to be, for the first class, men, 
1 Is. 3d. ; women, 5s. 9d. ; boys, 7s. 3f/. ; 
girls, as. 9d. ; but that these have employ- 
during ten months in the year only. 
Jor the second class, men, 8s. 6d ; women, 
os.; hoys, 5s.; but that these are em- 
ployed during six months of the year 
only. ' 

It is only recently that the si/A manu- 
favture has been firmly established in this 
couiur^r. Since the year 1624, when the 
re^nctions on the trade were removed, the 
silk manufacture has spread into various 
^ istncts, and is now conducted on such 
improved principles, as not only to place 

tt products of the silk-loom within the 
M humbler cUlses, but also to 

i manufacturer successfully .to 
market. 

mber of silk-nulls in Manchester, which 


in 1820 was only five, had increased in 
1832 to sixteen. The total number of 
silk-factories in England in 1835 was 231, 
employing 29,947 persons, of which num- 
ber 19,946 were females. 

The number of persons employed in the 
woollen, manufacture in England and 
Wales are supposed to be about 400,000, 
and their aggregate wages to amount to 
9,600,000/. 

The wages of spinners, slubbers, and 
dressers average about 2li, weekly. . Forty 
years since the average wages of men, wo- 
men, and children, in this manufacture, 
were from 5s, to 6«. each per week ; they 
are now from 9*. to 10». each per week. In 
the former period, masons, carpenters, &c., 
had Is. 3d. and is. 6d. a-day ; they have 
now 3s., 3s. 6d., and 4s. a-day. 

The carpet manufacturers of Kiddermin- 
ster in 1830 were divided into three 
classes : 

1st class earning 30s. per week; 

2d class about 23s. per week ; 

3rd class 20s. per week. 

The workpeople in the hardware and 
metal manufactures carried on in Sheffield 
may also be divided into best, secondhand 
third-rate workmen, earning rates of wages 
varying as follows : 

The best clas.s about 25s, per week. 

The second class . 20s, , , 

The third class • 16s. , , 

For one of the highest class the-e are 
three of the second and eight of the third. 
All these persons generally work by the 
piece. They comprise full 16.000 persons 
in the town of Shetfield alone. But the 
total number of persons in Britain directly 
engaged in the different branches of the 
hardware manufacture, in iron, brass, 
steel, and copper, is estimated by Mr. 
McCulloch to amount to 360,000, and the 
aggregate value of their products in dif- 
fermt metals in a year to 17.500,000/. 

The rate of wages in London has under- 
gone no material alteration ibr the last 
quarter of a century. Those of journey- 
men tailors have been long maintained at 
6s. a-day, and this continues the general 
rate notwithstanding their unfortunate 
rupture with the masters in 1834. The 
wages of printers have been equally steady. 
In 1800 a compositor in book-work re- 
ceived 33*. weekly ; on a morning news- 
paper, 40tf.; eveniiijf, 37s. In 1811 there 
was an advance in these rates ; since 
which, they have remained respectively at 
36s., 48s., and 43s. 6d. per week. 

The price of labour is less subject to fluc- 
tuation thau that of any other commodity. 
The pay of seamen has undergone little 
permanent variation since the peace ; 
fluctuating, in the Baltic and Ameiicau 
trade, between 55s, and COs. a-month. In 
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the Newcartle coal-trade there has been 
greater uiuReadtnesH, but in this occu- 
nation wages appear to have settled at the 
long-established rate of from 65f. to 70t. 
per voyage to London. 

Number of the Gitton, ffbo/t Siik, and Flax 
Factoriet worked bif iieam or water, in 
the United Kingdom, with the number of 
penons employed therein in the year 


1835. 

Couiilrie«. 
Kiiglund • 
W ales 
Scotland • 
Ireland • 


Factorios. 

2,555 

90 

425 

90 


Malei. 

138,254 

980 

15,818 

,%503 


Femalea. 

155,439 

956 

34,362 

6,061 


Total . 3,160 158,555 196,818 

All under ten years are employed on silk 
only ; children tietjiireeii ten and twelve 
years are subject to the education clauses 
of the bill for regulating labour in factories, 
except those in silk, and work nine hours 
per day, or forty-eight hours {ler week. 
On March 1, 1836, this regulation was 
extended to children under thirteen years. 
Young persons between twelve and eight- 
teen years work twelve hours a-<lay, or 
sixty-nine per week. In 1836 the regu- 
lations were altered, so as to include otdy 
those from thirteen to eighteen years of 
age. A new act for the regulation of fac- 
tories has been brought forward, and is 
now (1839) under the consideration of 
parliament. 

KniORATioN. — In the Otrosfc/r will have 
been observed notices of attempts to form 
new settlenieuts in South Africa and Aus- 
tralia, and of extensive emigrations to 
North America. The subject attracted 
much attention in 1827, and a parliament* 
ary committee reported that there was a 
permanent redundancy of able-bodied 
labourers, especially in the agricultural 
districts. Government, however, refrained 
from countenancing any general plan of 
coliiiixatioii, K-st its motives might t^e mis- 
represented. as indicative of a design to 
** get rid of the people with the exception 
of the encouragement it has afford^ to 
the removal of part of the Chelsea pen- 
sioners to Canada, and the iucorporating 
the Australian Company, it has limited 
its co-o|>eraii<«u to the grant by sale of a 
loc'al title to territones. Under 

this system of non-interference, it will 
appear, from the following statement of the 
numlier of emigrants from the United 
Kingdom to Americsi the Cape of G<hm 1 
Hope, and Austraiiai that emigration 
has made no great pnjgress : — 

AmMca. ^"•tralia 


Veart. 

iViW 

1821 


17,921 

l!^470 


Good Hope* ■ 
1,063 
404 


320 


Yeare. 

America. 

Cape of 
Good Hope. 

Auslralin, 

1822 

11,282 

492 

875 

1823 

8,133 

184 

543 

1824 ^ 

7,311 

, 119 

780 

1825 

8,741 

114 

485 

1826 

12,818 

> 116 

903 

1827 

12,648 

114 

715 

1828 

12,084 

135 

1,056 

1829 

13,607 

197 

2,016 

1830 , 

30,574 

204 

1,242 

1831 

49,333 

58 

423 

1832 

99,319 

208 

3,792 

1833 

58,083 

517 


1834 

73,134 

288 

2,800 


Of the 230,518 emigrants to America, 
from 1S31 to 1834 iiiclusiye, 9.5,309 settied 
in the United States; the remainder iu 
the British NortJi American colonies. 

Petott Rates. — As this is the first state- 
ment that has been given of the progress 
of the poor-rates, it has been carried bark 
to an early period. The introduction of 
the new poor law in* 1834, effected a 
material reduction in the amount of the 
assessment. Its other results, bs lK>fuie 
observed (p. 883), will require a loiigtr 
terra of experience than the preseof roigu 
hM Afforded to appreciate. Abtindaiice 
of employment for the people, anil tiie 
unusual low price of bread and provisions 
up to the harv.est of 1838, have been (lecii- 
liarly favourable to the new legislative ex< 
periment. 


Progrets of Poor 
Year$. 

ratee from 1750 to 1837. 
i*. ji. t/. 

1750 


a a 

680,433 



27 

11 

1776 


• a 

1^21,732. 



^48'' 

4 

1801 


a 

4,017,871 



ii;^ 

11 

1803 

a 


4,077,891 



57 

1 

1811 

• 


C,6ri6,IOS 



92 

5 

1814 

• 


0,294.581 



72 

1 

1815 



.5,418,846 



63 

s 

18)6 


a « a 

5,724,839 

a 


76 

2 

1817 

• 

a a 

6,940,929 

a 


94 

0 

1818 

s 

• a 

7,S70,8»1 

a 


83 

s 

1819 

• 

a a 

7,516,704' 



72 

3 

1820 


« a 

7,330,256 



65 

10 

1821 


• a 

6,959.249 

a 


54 

5 

1822 


• a 

6,358,702 

a 


43 

3 

9 

1823 

• 

a a 

5,772,998 

a 


51 

1824 


a a 

0,736,898 



02 

0 

1825 

• 

a a 

5,786,989 

a 


66 

r> 

1826 

• 

a a 

5.928,501 

a 


56 

11 

9 

1827 

a 


6,441,088 

a 


66 

1828 


a a 

6,298,000 

a 


. 60 

5 

1829 


a a 

6,332,410 

a 

a 

66 

3 

1830 



6,829,042 

a 


64 

3 

1831 


a a 

6,798.888 

a 


66 

4 

1632 

a 

a a 

7.036^68 

a 


58 

<S 

V 

n 

1833 

# 

a ^ a 

6,790.799 

a 


52 

1834 

• 

a a 

6,317,154 

a 


46 

A 

1835 


a a 

5,526,418 

4,717,629 

4,044,741 

a 


39 

4 

6 

10 

1836 

1867 

• 

• 

a a 

• a 



48 

55 
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The enormous reduction in parochial 
expenditure has been chiefly effected by 
the refusal of oht-door relief to the poor, 
and the consolidation of parishes into 
unions^ under loeal^ boards of ^ardians, 
chosen by the higlier class of rate-payers, 
and superintenden by a central board of 
commisjkioners sitting; in Loudon. The 
new system has been rapidly and ener- 
getically carried out. During the first 
year of the commission the number of 
parishes formed into unions was i!0G9 ; 
in the second year, 5846, and in the third 
year tilo number waa 5598. In July 
1837, 12,13*2 parishes in England had been 
unionized, containing a population of 
ID, 556.907, and 1301 parishes, many of 
them under local acts, had in»t been united. 
The greatest resis'anco to the new -law 
has been enctmntered in the manufactur- 
ing fUstiicts of Ydrkshire ant Lancashire, 
where the separation of the sexes,* non- 
re. ief, and removal of the poor by einigra- 
tion,' have been stu'dly resisted on' Scrip- 
'Jural grtninds.*^ Pend*in‘g the temiK)rary 
TitiniHereiiil diffienlties of 1837, the coin- 


an equal ratio with the nuin\jer of aHi- 
liations. Under the new law the burden of 
maintenauce is thrown entirely on the mo- 
ther, or relief granted only on such proofs 
and onerous terms as often prevent paternal^ 
affiliations. The tendency of such a coer- 
cive procedure requires to be gravely con- 
sidered and vigilantly watched. It is not 
intended to underrate either the necessity 
.or importance of some of the provisions of 
the poor law act, but it is obvious that 
a reduction in the poor assessment and in 
the a])parent amount of bastardy afibrd 
only equivocal proofs of the successful 
working of the new legislation; which 
may, unperceived, be slowly' generating 
iiitt^rnal maladies much more dangerous 
to the state than the former external e.v 
hihitions of improvidence and inconti- 
nence. M. Guerry, in his valuable woik 
on the Siaihtics of Crime in France, re- 
cords a discovery that pointedly hears on 
the latter subject. He says, The de- 
partments in which there aie the 
number of illegitimate births are in gene- 
ral those where the fewest number ol in- 


niisdoners were compelled to relax their 
, c.iidinal rule of refusing relief except in 
, a worklmusf , in the counties Leice^t^r 
and Nottingham, and they havo* com- 
iiunccd allowing greater discretion to the 
hoarils of guardiaiuf in carrying out the 
act. Lord ,Iuhn Unssell stated (//ow«e of 
CitmiHons, March 14. 1839/ that the value 
of some \iTn\ hail increased under the 
operation of thq act by three years’ pur- 
chase, hat 4lte intrinsic wortib and per- 
niipirnce of this gain it will require a 
longer%nd nffone varied term of expeiieiice 
t)iaii the last five years to determine. 

Savings Banks,- — The niitnberol Savings 
Ranks in 1837 was, in England, 398; 
S((.iUnd9; Wales 23; Inland 78; inak- 
iiig a ti)tal of 408. The total mnuber of 
depositors in the United Kingdom was 
62 hoDO ; the amount of investments, 
l8.19Sd)44/.. making the nveiage lunuuiit 
invested by eifch depositor 30/. The ti)tal 
number of depositors for sums not ex- 
ceed lug 'JO/, was 334.489 The number of 
depositors not exceeding 20/. in 1830 was 
-15.010; in 18^11 they increas'd 7954; 
in 183 », 4147; in 1833, 17,415; In 1834, 
16,769; in 183.5, 20,278; in 1830, 27,044; 
in 1837,25,272. ' 

Bastardy . — ^The total number of bastards 
chargeable to parishes in England i|f the 
year 18.35 was 65,475 ; in l837 tln^ fium- 
her chargeable had been reduced to 39,37 1 ; 
being a decrease of 40 per cent, in tvro 
years, number of bastanls affiliated 

tn 1835 was 11,244; in 1837, under the 
“‘‘W poor law only .3862. It woiihl bo 
erroneous to infer that the nuinher of 
*iatural children born had diminished hi 


fanticu/es are committed. ‘And that, on 
the other hand, where infanticides are 
most numerous, there frequently are the 
fewest number of illegitimate births.” 

Unaiivs and Idiots.— T)\e total number 
of pauper lunatics and idiots in England 
and Wales is 13,667. Male lunatics 
2834, females 3.568. Male idiots 3372, 
leinales 3893. In England there is one 
lunatic or idiot to 1033 of the population, 
and in Wales 1 to 807. The proportion 
of idiots is largest in the agricultural 
rouiities, and of lunatics in the manu- 


faciuring districts. 

Consumption of J/«//.— The niimber of 
bushels of malt consumed in the Iniited 
Ki’.igiloin is the last statistical f.ict we 
shall adduce to elucidate the nmdiuoii and 
progress of the working classes. The sub- 
joined comparative return of the bushels 
ol malt consumed in 1830 and 1837 con- 
firma our general description of the 
rtuiirishiug state of the population during 
the present reign : — 

Bushels, Bushels. 

1830. 1^37. 


Kiiulaiul . !26,9n0,!)0‘’ 

.Scotland . 4,inl.9J6 ^ 

IrcliiHd . 1,959.606 2,2,:),347 

Total annual increase of consumption iii 
the United Kingdom, 7,598,695 biuheU. 
In 18*25 the bushels of malt charged with 
duty were.— Kngland. •’g’'' !, 

laud. 3.92r>.847 : Inland, ..706, fen.. 


„CKs. cuniiKNCV. »...t.8 o*- 

PITUI-IC ANNUIT.INTS. CONSl'Mfl .ON, 

MOUT.AI.lT'r. , , . , 

Prices of 3 per cent. Censols. hank e( 
3 X 
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En^^laud and East India stocky in Jan- 
uary ; number of Bankrupts and deck- 
rations of Insolvents in each year ; anc 
the price, quarter, of Wheat at the 
anniial Gazette averages : — 


Year. 

3 per 
cent. 

Bk. 

India. 

Dkta. 

Ina. 

Wht 

1831 

81 

200 

217 . 

1433 

188 

66# 

1832 

82 

194 

194 

1365 

157 

58 

1833 

87 

193 

206 

1020 

107 

52 

ikM 

88 

213 

242 

1101 

150 

46 

183) 

91 

223 

260 

1032 

121 

39 

1836 

91 

213 

253 

929 

103 

48 

1837 

89 

207 

253 

1668 

182 

55 


Pkicrs of the following articles of Con- 
suui>TioN, exclusive of the duty, were as 
follows: 


rear. 

Coal 
pr. chi. 

Coffee 
pr. cl. 

Flour 
pr. bk. 

Sugar 
pr. ct. 

Tea 

pr.lb. 

1831 

29 

84 

63 

23 

24 

1S32 

25 

100 

63 

23 

24 

1833 

20 

94 

50 

28 

24 

1834 

22 

112 

60 

27 

25 

1835 

26 

124 

40 

27 

25 

1836 

25 

113 

36 

39 

18 

1337 

29 

117 

55 

33 

19 


Newcastle coal by chaldron (price per 
ton one-fourth less;) coffee, the highest 
priced Jamaica; sugar, raw brown Ja- 
maica; tea, Bohea. Prices are stated in 
shillings, except tea, which is in pence. 

Cattle and Sheep sold in Srnithfield 
market, with the Curistkninus and Bu- 
KrAi.N within the Londoh bills of mor- 
“tality; — 

TPiir. 8h«p. Burled. 

lfl.31 1J8,168 ,189,010 28,-,'63 2:>.337 

1-1.32 158,640 .257,180 26,974 28,606 

1833 152,093 .167,820 27,090 26,577 

1834 162,485 ,237.360 27,216 21.679 

18.3.J 1702)25 ,381, .540 26,128 21,415 

1830 164,351 ,219,510 20,255 18,229 

1837 172,436 1,329,010 25,706 21,003 

The bills of mortality for 1837 are said 
to he more imperfect than usual. By the 
o]ierution of the New Registration Act a 
difiirulty has been experienced iu obtaining 
returns of christenings aiul burials iu some 
paiii^hes; in others, where the ufFice of 
Btarchrr (pe'^.'ions employed in Loudon to 


examine the dead previous to interment) 
has been discontinued, the diseases of 
which deaths have taken «^)lace have been 
necessarily omitted. But it seldom hap- 
pens all the parishes within the bills make 
returns. Tiie following are the numbers 
and ages of those who died in 1832, fyear 
of the eho/era morbut)^ 1835, and 1837 : — 

1832. 1836. 1837. 
Under twp years of age 4167 48!>i 

Between two and five 2678 1624 20U:i 

Five and ten . . • 1270 783 774 

Ten and twenty . . 1113 673 7r>5 

Twenty and thirty . .2215 1315 1555 

Thirty and forty . . 27 49 1651 1937 

Forty and fifty* . • 3086 1948 2 l^04 

Fifty and sixty • . 3041 1866 2038 

Sixty ami seventy • 2949 1849 2246 

Seventy aad eighty • 219 4 1573 1860 

1* ighty and ninety . 848 685 710 

Ninety and one hun- 
dred .... 105 94 84 

One hundred and above 3 ^ . 6 

The still-born, which, in 1837, amoiintid 
:o 845, are nut included iu the bills. 

The above may l)C compared with t)io 
returns at p. 860, and thobe given n. 404, 
and the earlier years of the re^ of 
"4eurge 1. 

Before vaccination was establishetb the 
mortality from small-pix in the metro- 
;>oiis e»:eeded 5000 annually, although 
;he population w as one- fourth less. Tl>e 
tleaths from this fatal decease, prior to 
1837, were about 300 annually, lint iu 
November of that year small -pox began to 
>reHd epidemically in Loudon, so 
idely, that from that month until No* 
reinber, 1838, the iulniissions into the 
Small'jrox Hospital amounted to 700 — the 
largest number ever received since the 
\iUudation of the hospital. The disease 
has also beeiv prevalent in the country ; 
chiefly, from the erroneous impression 
abroad that the vaccine matter has lo>t 
•ts preventivo efficacy by linn*, and 
»eople consequently again resorting to 
iiu«!ulatioD. 

Average cihculation of the bank of 
England; amount of Eti.iioN “ the 
Bank; coinage of ooi.n and silvku; am 
veruge circulation of the Private Banks 
and Joint-stock Banks: — 


Private Joint- 

Year, Cir*ula!tinn* BuKnm, Gold. Silver, Bank$, Banks. 


1831 £.19,1)69,385 £.7,328,405 £. 587,949 £.33,696 

m2 18,138,246 6,2iKi,i,7b 3,730,757 145 

1831 18,638,000 9,500,500 1/225,269 14.5 

1834 18,174,500 7,354,500 66,949 432,775 

I8;i5 17,602,000 6,272,000 1,109,718 146,665 

1836 17,999,500 6,529,000 

1837 17,907,600 6,229,500 


(36,803 

170 423 l»783>b^*^ 

)12’,S87 2-*;'!^’''!!? 

r64,«24 3.9®-’’':! 

r01,996 3.440,053 
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The circulation of the priTate and joint- 
stock banks in 1833, is to Dec. 28, 1833, 
and for the subsequent years to the quar- 
ter ending in September of the respective 
ear: the returns are made pursuant to 

& 4 Win 4 c. 83. 

The duty paid on Bif.i.8 of ExcuANaa 
amounted to 384,956/. for Kngland ; Scot- 
land 84,442/. ; Ireland 75,151/. : total, in 
1830, for the United Kingdom, 615.025/. 
ill 18C3, which is the earnest account at 
the stamp-office, the amount was 384,449/. ; 
ill 1810, 588,753/.; in 1815, 673, U I/.; 
in 1825, 597,080/.; in 1835,644,500/. 

PuMi.ic Annuitants. — ^The number of 
persons to whom half-yearly dividends 
were payable at the bank of England, 
October 10, 1837, was 91,158; on January 
5, 1838, 189,408; total, 280.566. The 
number of these receiving dividends at or 
umler 


£5 ... 

. . 86,927 

10 ... 

. . 45,020 

50 . . . 

. . 98,. 598 

100 ... 

. . 25,983 

200 . . . 

. . 14,778 

300 

4,583 

. 500 . . . 

2,752 

nooo . . . 

. . 1,363 

2000 

375 

2000 and above 

187 


NKWSPAPKKS, MAUASINES, RBFURTING, 
POPULAK LITERATURE. 

The glory of newspapers, magazines, 
and parliamentasy reporting, belongs to 
the last and present centuries. There 
were earlier attempts at jdumalism, but 
they Were only attempts, and can no 
more be likened to the modern broad- 
sheet than an Indian canoe to un Atlantic 
steamer. During the cominonwealth there 
Were wing-footed d/er<WM>#, speeding 
their flight from London to York in the 
i rief space of a fortnight or three weeks, 
freighted with tidings of equal importance, 
and recording with not less scrupulous 
rtiipiette than the present court circular, 
the daily proceedings, the entrances and 
exits from about Whitehall, of His high- 
ness, the lord protector,” of the ‘•most 
dlusiriotis lady, the lady Mary Cromwell,'* 
and of »• the most noble ‘lord, the lord Kal- 
cunbri«lge,-» These, however, were like 
angels* visits, few and far between ; they 
were not periodicals, but bulletins, or poli- 
tical pamphlets Utued at uncertain in- 
tervals. lu 1663, when Roger 1/ Estrange 
set up with privilege hit iHieiitfffnver, no 
IniaHted th.it “oue book a-week may be 
expected to be published every Thursday, 
ftnd flniNhed upon the Tuesday night, 
having Wednesday eutiro for printing 


off.** So much time spent in " finishing** 
and “printing off” of perhaps a circu- 
lation not exceeding lOO copies would 
make the intelligence conveyed by Roger 
to his London customers not very fresh, 
and by the time it reached the country 
reuder' would be dead matter of history. 
The Intelligencer preceded the Londoti 
Gazette about two years, and a copy of it 
may be seen in the British Museum, con- 
sisting of four pages, about the hize of a 
Peimy Magazine or Chambers’ Journal. 

Before the revulutiun of lt>88 there 
were several London papers, regulated by 
licences and sui-veyors of the press. In 
1709 London had one daily paper, fiiteeii 
three times a-week, and one twice a week : 
this was the year before the imposition of 
a penny stamp-duty, when a kind of mania 
raged for the latest arrivals, and when it 
was a subject of complaint in the aristo- 
cratic British Mercury f that in the metru- 
polis **The meanest of shopkeepers and 
handicrafts spend whole days in coffee- 
houses [ • penny universities,* as they are 
disparagingly called] to hear news and 
talk politics, whdst their wives and chil- 
dren want bread at home.” After the 
statute of 1724, providing for the better 
collection of the stamp-duty, there wete 
three daily papers, six weekly, and ten 
three times a-week. It seems to have 
dealt a heavy blow to genius, for Swift, lu 
his “Journal to Stella,'* speaking of the 
effect of the new regulations, says “Do 
you know t)\at Grub-street is dead and 
gone last week ? No more ghosts or mur- 
ders now for idve or money. *’ The cleati, 
however, was premature ; the penny-a-liners 
still live, and are occasionally allowed to 
ply their vocation in the dark November 
mouths of the parliamentary interregnum, 
even in the L^mdou journals. 

About the period of the introduction cf 
the stamp-duty, the Leedt Mercury and 
some other of the old country papers had 
been established. They mostly present a 
singular contrast to their successors in 
their dhninutive size, the meagreness of 
their contents, and are for the most part 
printed in larger type, — more suited, 
perhaps, to the bad eyes or bad lights of 
their readers. * 

The desire of news from the ca{>ital on 
the fiart of the wealthier country resident .s, 
and probably the false information and the 
impertinence of the public papers, led to 
the Common establishment of a very cu- 
rious trade, that of a nbws-corrksponuknt, 
who, for a subscription of three or four 
pounds per annum, wrote a le ter of news 
every iiust-ilay to his subscribers in the 
country. This profession probably existed 
in the ndgn of James 1.; for in Ben 
Jonsoii’s play, **The SUple of News,'* 
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written in the first 3Tar of Charles I., 
there is an amusing' description of an office 
of copyists and uew8*manuiacturers : — 


*' Tins is the outer room wliorc my clerics «tt. 
Ami keep their sides, the ReKister i* the midst ; 
The Examiner, he sits private there, within; 
Aiul here 1 have my several rolls and files 
Or iiew’ji by the alphabet, and all piK up 
Under their heads. " 

As this was long before the age of ex 
presses, of resident agents abroad, of rival 
reporters, vying like race-horses in speed on 
well-niacudatnized roatis — composing the 
while for next day’s paper, in flying post 
chaises and four, the disjecta membra oi 
u Glasgow or Kdiiiburgh Festival — the 
news-coirespondent often buflered under a 
grievous dearth of interesting events and 
«»ccurrences,.that drove him to shifts and 
contrivances^ — to deal largely in on ditt- 
to satisfy the ever-craving uppetite of the 
roral nunc — the consequence of which 

was, that his manuscript circular fell into 
us much disrepute as the public news. 

la the advertisemcMit, announcing the 
first number of the Evening Posty (Sejdeni- 
1 er 6, 1 709.) it is said, •• There must be 
three or four pound per annum paid by 
those gentlemen who are out of town for 
written news, which is s«i far, generally, 
from having any probability of matter of 
fact in it, tliat it is frequently stuffed tij) 
with a fVe Afar, or An eminent Jew 
Merchant has received a letter^ ; beittg 
nothing mure than downright liction.” 
The same advertisement, speaking of the 
published papers, says, \N e read more of 
our own a^'iirs in the Dutch papers than 
in any of our own.” The trade of a iiews- 
corres]>ondeiit seems to have suggested a 
Sort of uuiou.of written news and printed 
news, for, towards the end of the seven- 
teenih century, we have news-letters printed 
in t\po to imitate writing. The most 
celebrated ol these was that commenced 
by Ichabod Dawks in lG9n, the first num- 
ber ol which was thus announced : ‘‘This 
letter will be dune upon good writing- 
paper, and blank space ijit, that any 
gentleman may write his own private 
business. It does undoubtedly exceed the 
best of the written news, contains double 
the quantity, is read with abundant mure 
ease and pleasure, and will be useful to 
i»|>rove the gnunger sort in wiiting a 
curious haHtL' Dawks arrived at such a 
pitch of celebm } , that, together with Dyer, 
another news-letter editor, thex came to 
be emblazoned in the renown of a Latin 
ode, indited by one Anthony AKop« — 

** (pi id habent novoruni 
Dawksque. Dyrrque ?’* 

The |ieiiod of the Knglish press from 
the accession of James 1. to the Orange 
revoliitipu is gcueially considered the 
least ftatisfuctory in our literary history. 


In the reign of the first Stuart came nn 
inundation of pedantry, which surrounded 
the court with verbal criticism and solemn 
quibble; — the people, indeed, had iheic 
glorious dramatists, but Bacon was looked 
upon as an impracticable dreamer. Clou- 
troversy, too, began to be rife, and the 
spirit ut last exploded in such a torrent of 
civil and ecclesiastical violence in the next 
reign, os left no opening for science ut 
belles lettres. The press was absorbed by 
the productions of this contentious out. 
break. There is in the British Museum 
a collection of ‘iOOO volumes of tracts 
issued between the years 16-10 and Ibb’O, 
the whole number of which several publi- 
cations amounts to the enormous quantity 
of 30,000. This most curious collection 
was made by a bookseller of the name of 
Tomlinson, in the times when the tracts 
were printed — was b.irgained for, but 
not bought, b}' Charles 11. — and was 
eventually bought by George HI., and 
presented by him to the British Museum. 
The limited demand for any piiblicmiuti-i 
unconnected with controversial siibjccjs 
may be inferred from the little poptiiaiity 
enjoyed by Milton’s metrical productions, 
and the fact mentioned by Dr. Johnson , 
that from 1623 to 1664, the nation W.is 
atisfied with two editions of Shakspc 
plays, which probably together did not 
amount to lOOU copies. The cause of 
wholesome literature did not benefit by 
the Kestoratiim,— -it was a tiansitii)!! from 
one extreme to another— from a conclave 
to a brothel, — and it became a mere toy 
of a licentious king, his courtesans and 
gallants, who sought to divert their weaii- 
iiess with v;its and authors, as mouarchs 
were wont to do with their jesters. Charh's 
1 1. and his followers brought hither the 
spirit of the literary parasites of Louis 
XIV., with whom the gieat were every- 
thing and the people ‘nothing, save a 
brute aud random bolt, or slumbering ^licil 
in a mortar. Under this kind oi tavonr. 
letters, with a few grand exceptions, pot 
on the luwest garb in wliich iliey can ht* 
arrayed — were tricked out in Tiieretricioos 
finery — habiliments to excite the gross 
passions of human nature — to pander to 
the low appetites of the swell mob ot 

James's, ortho hardly less degraded rabble 

that congregated nightly at Blacklnai 
or the Globe theatre in Southwark. 

Literature, to be enduring and genet a ly 
useful, must be based on the popular de- 
mand. If supported only by courtiers, 
nobles, or ecclesiastics, it is not ’ 

but the literature of a class, . 

of the vices oLdass interests. Ibis 
tinction KiiKlinh letter, attained undt 
Oueeu Anne, when the caprice « p , 
patronage, which had heeo ted l>y «»lt ei 
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mendacious dedications^ was exchanged 
for the more steady, remunerative, and 
independent support of the people. The 
penny Tatleis,” “ Spectators,’* and 

Guardians,” were less exciting, and more 
conducive to a healthy state oi the public 
intellect, than meagre paragraphs about 
the Low Gouiitries, Prince Kugene, the 
Turks, and the Austrians, rumours of 
wars, and domestic scandal. They formed 
the taste, sentiment, and manners of so- 
ciety ; they were to the middle ranks of 
those days what the ciieap weekly ])eriod- 
icals now are to the working classes. 
They were not remarkaiile for oiiginality, 
they were commonplace, and their trite- 
ness made them more suited to their 
purpose. Executed with singular good 
intent, fancy, delicacy, and judgment, they 
were better adapted to the first stages of 
popular training, hy creating a literary 
propensity and seducing the reader's af- 
fections, than startling philosophical ap- 
pe.'ils to his understanding. 

The Essayists had also the merit of 
being the harbingers of a higher chiss of 
perivxlical miscellany — the Magazine. A 
jinnter, Edward Cave by name, with a 
slirewd regard to creating regular employ- 
ment for his presses, formed the design <.f 
establishing a miscellany to collect into a 
luTinaiieiit repository the most valuable of 
the fugitive pieces from the newspapers 
and (»ther sheets, or rather halt-sheets, that 
had appeared during the month. Oi these 
it is : tatedy that “besides divers written 
aceouuts, no less than *J!00 per month were 
then thrown from the press only in Lim- 
don. and alnmt as many printed elsewhere 
ill the three kingdoms.” I le^ ottered a 
share of his iiinlertaking to half the l>ook- 
sellers in London, who rejected the project 
as absurd or injurious to their interests. 
These gentlemen had not learnt, even hy 
the success of the Essayists, to ri*ly upon 
the talisman of low prices in creating 
a demand. In 1731, Cave at his own risk 
produced the first magazine phuteil in 
England— T/ie Gentltmans. Its success 
was so great, that in the following year 
the booksellers becaino jealous ; they 
could not understand Cave’s scheme till 
they had discuvererl its value by their own 
peculiar mode of testing the metit of lite- 
rary enterprise, and they then set up a 
nval magazine, “The London.” In 1749 
Ibe firht review, “The Monthly,'’ was 
started, and in a few years was followed 
hy “ The Critical.” They did an immense 
deal for literature and the literary charac- 
1 hey did not create poets and philoso- 
phers, but they prevented kings, and lortis, 
thei ^‘^^**^“*^”^*^**» pretending to create 

* Uu Aiigusto peut aUemvni fake uii Virflle” 


was the sweet lollypop addressed by 
Boileau or other pensioned sycophant to 
the illiterate and vain-glorious Louis XIV. 

Connected with the rise of the magazine, 
and about four years after, may be dated 
the commencement of Paumamentahy 
Reporting. Prior to this time the cur- 
rent proceedings of the house of common'* 
were no more known to their constituents, 
than the proceeilings of a cabinet council 
now are. Although accounts of single 
speeches, and even of entire debates, hud 
betMi occasionally printed from a much 
earlier period, the only regular record of 
parliamentary proceedings which was 
given to the public, up to within about a 
century of the present time^was that con- 
tained in the “ Historical Register,” and 
the “ Political State of Europe”, both of 
which were annual publications. P.irlia- 
meiit sternly asserted its right to prohibit 
all promulgation of its doings through the 
press, at least while it was sitting ; and 
many persons maintained that it had the 
power to prevent any publication of its 
debates even during the recess. The first 
attempt at a monthly publication of the 
debates was made in an extraordinary 
number of the Gentleman’s Magazine for 
August, 1735, which contained a report 
of the debate in the lords on the ‘23d 
of January preceding. The practice was 
continued in succeeiling numbers. It was, 
however, uu publication of the debates 
during the sitting of the houses ; the ses- 
sion was always over befove anything 
done ill the course of it was given in the 
magazine. Even while following at this 
distance, the reports were* of the most 
timid and cautious dcacriptiou. The 
names of the speakers wen* given only by 
the first and last letters, and in many 
cases no speaker’s name is mentioned ; all 
that appears is a summary of the argu- 
ment and discussion. They got bolder ly 
degrees, and at last the names were printed 
at full length. This audacity, coupled 
with the fact that some of the members 
appeared in a light not very satisfactory to 
themselves, either from their own defects, 
or the incorrect version of their oratory, 
caused the attention of the commons to 
be drawn to the subject. It was hrou'ght 
under notice, April 13, 1738, by the 
speaker, who was followed hy sir William 
Yonge, sir William ^Vindnaln, and sir 
Thomas Wiunington. The last, after re- 
ferring to the conduct of the lords, who 
had lately punished s.mie printers for 
piihlishing their protests, asked, with 
warmth, if they were to be less jealous ot 
their privileges than the other house. 
“What will be the coiiseipieiice,” con 
tinuvd the indignant member, “if you 
allow these repurts to go on unchecked? 
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Why, sir, you will have every wonl that m 
spoken here by gentlemen misrepresented 
by fellows who thrust themselves into our 
gallery. You will have the speech^ of 
this house every day printed, even during 
your session ; and we shall be looked upon 
as the most contemptible assembly on the face 
of the earth I ^ Mr. Piilteney and sir 
Robert Walpole, the leaders of the two 
political parties, followed, without dissent- 
ing from the last speaker's disparaging 
prognostication : after which^ a thunder- 
ing resolution was unanimously agreed 
to, declaring it *^a high indignity to. 
and a notorious breach of, the privi- 
leges of the house to publish the de- 
bates, either while parliament is sit- 
ting or during the recess,'* and threat- 
ening to proceed against offenders 
with the “ utmost severity.” As an 
aiccoiint of parliamentary business was now 
obtained with greater risk, the report of 
the debates necessarily became more inac- 
curate than liefore, an<i various contrivances 
were employed to disguise a version of 
them. The Gentleman’s Magazine pub- 
lished them under the title of The DeWes 
in the Senate of Lilliput,” and the London 
Magazine under that of a ** Journal of the 
Proceedings and Debates in the Political 
Club giving Romau names to the 
.speakers, while each publication printed 
an explanatory key to the whole at the 
end of the year. The two gentlemen 
principally occupied in this mystification 
were Mr. William Guthiie, the author of 
a continuation of Smollett’s History of 
Knglaiul, and Mr. Thomas Gordon, a 
translator of Tacitus, both of whom were 
Scotchmen. 

About this time the celebrated Samuel 
Johnson arrived in London, poverty- 
stricken and without a lodging, accom- 
panied by his hardly less celebrated 
townsman, David Garrick, lie had for 
some years furnished essays and biugra- 
hies to Cave’s Magazine, who engaged 
iin in the composition of the pailiainent- 
ary debates. The reports from NoV. PJ, 
1740, to Feb. 1741, inclusive, are 
considered to have been entirely prepared 
by him. The plan first ailopted seems to 
have been, for Guthrie, who had a good 
memory, to br ug home as much as he 
could recollect of debate from the 
liotise, mending bta draft by krhatever 
other assistance he could cottnnaod $ after 
which, the matter thus collected u. derwent 
the finishing touches of Johnson. At 
times according to Boswell, Johnson had 
no other aid tiM the names of the s|Hfak* 
eis. and the side they took, being left to 
his «»wn resources to find the argument 
Mild language. A speech— the celebrated 
speech he put into the mouth uf Mr. 


’ Pitt, March 10, 1741, when that distin- 
guished orator replied to the taunts of 
Horace Walpole on account of his youth— 
Johnson afterwards declared, in the com- 
pany of Francis, Wedderburn, Foote, and 
Murphy, that he wrote it in a garret in 
Kxeter- street.” His reports, however, are 
considered by the editor of Hansard’s 
Parliamentary History the most authentic 
extant, faithfully embodying the argument, 
if not the style, of the speakers, it was 
once observed to him, that he dealt out 
reason and eloquence with an equal hand 
to both parties. "That is not qurte true,’* 
said Johnson: " I saved appearances tole- 
rably well, but I took care that the whig 
dogs should not have the best of it.” The 
reports increased immensely the sale of 
the magazine ; they enabled Cave to set 
up an equipage, who bad the good sense, 
instead of going to the heralds* office tor 
a crest, to clap on the door-pannel a 
representation of his office at St. John's 
Gate, Clerkenwell j where Johiison some- 
times ate his dinner, concealed behind a 
screen, not having suitable clothes to 
appear in before the more modish visitors 
of his emplover, some of them perhaps 
M.P.’s, who dropped in to see or corttci 
the maiden proofs of their oratory in the 
senate. 

All this time the debates had not 
descended to the Newspapers ; nor did they 
till thirty years later. The Gazetteer and 
other daily prints, consisting of a folio 
half-sheet or single leaf, were usually 
taken up with a political essav, some scraps 
of foreign news many months old, a few 
notices of domestic occurrences from the 
country, and a parcel of advertisements, 
mostly of quack medicines, low iest-books, 
and other matters suited to vulgar taste. 
The proceedings of parliament were rarely 
noticed at all, except ]>erhapa to the extent 
of an intimation that, his majesty, it was 
reported, intended to go down to ine house, 
to deliver a gracious speech. Things con- 
tinued nearly in this state till 177U, when, 
though the ]>apers had doubled in size, 
they still contained no debates. Soon 
after this, however, a great change took 
place. The conduct of the house of com- 
mons in the case of the Middlesex election 
of the preceding year, when they declared 
colonel Luttrell to be the silting mem her 
instead of Mr. Wilkes, who had been re- 
turned by an immense majority of votes, 
had drawn upon the proceedings of par- 
liament a degree ol popular attention 
which they l|ad never received since tiie 
Revolution ; afiTl had excited a determined 
spirit of resistance to what appeared the 
arbitrary conduct of the eommon*. 
legality of its assumed privilege# 
jealoilbly scrutinised, end the right of th« 
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house to iiitenlict the publication of itg public interest ; and no doubt the practice 
proceeding's was the j^round on which it of daily reportinji; them was a principal 
was determined to make a stand. The cause of the remarkable display of oratory 
printera of newspapers had lonff intende<l that almost immediately after distin- 
{^Voocifali'8 Janiu»f\\u^Ab) to report the finished the British senate. Publicity is 
debates, and now resolved to make the a cheap and efficient guarantee against 
experiment. They knew that they could the abuse of delegated authority ; and the 
confidently count upon beini; supported in example of England, of open proceedings, 
the contest they were about to commence has been followed by all the constitutional 
by nearly the whole force of public opinion, governments of the continent, 
and towards the end of 1/70 several of The system of newspaper reporting has 
the London papers began to carry their been greatly improved since its first intro- 
determination of reporting into effect, duetion. The person 'by whom it was 
The example was immediately followed by carried to the greatest perfection, with tho 
the Dub/in Mtreury, and the whole of the old machinery, was Mr. George Woodfall, 
countiy papers. tlie proprietor and editor, first of the Public 

It was not long before these bold pro- Advertiser y and afterwards of the Morning 
ccedings attracted the notice of the house Chronicle, Mr. Woodfall had so retentive 
of commons, and the debates which ensued a memory, that it is said he used fre- 
on several nights were unusually violent, quently to write out the account of a whole 
On one evening, March 12, there were evening’s debate after having merely 
twenty-three divisions, aiul the house did heard it in the gallery, and withouthaving 
not adjourn till four in tho morning. The taken any notes. It would, however, be a 
result w'as that eight printers were or- mistake to suppose that tho speeches thus 
dered to attend at the bar. But not one carried away were given with anything 
of them obeyed the summons. The offi- like the fulness and accuracy of modern 
cers of the bouse were then ordered to reports. Another inconvenience attending 
take them into custody, which they did in the employment of only one reporter for 
the case of three, and brought them before the night was the delay which it occa- 
tlie city magistrates, who not only dis- stoned in the publication of the paper. At 
cliiirged the prisoners, but bound them the time when this practice prevailed it 
over to prosecute the officers for false im- was no uncommon thin^; for the Morning 
prisonment. For this two of the niagis- Chronicle not to make its appearance be- 
Irates were sent to tho Tower ; and the fore nine or ten o’clock at night. The 
clerk of the city, being brought forward to public is indebted to the late Mr. Perry 
the table of the bou^e, was compelled to for the first suggestion and introduction of 
tear out the leaves of his register on which the greatly-improved principle on which 
the Judgments of the magistracy hail parliamentary reporting is now conducted, 
been recorded. But here the violence of It was .iboiit the year 1783 that that gen- 
the commons appears to have exhausted tleman, on becoming the editor of the 
itself. None of the refractory printer.H had (lazeiteer. proposed the establishment of a 
yet been brought to the bar, and the body of reporters to attend every night in 
liouse, cither from the difficulty of deter- succession in both houses. The superior 
niiiiing on ulterior measures, or apprehen- excellence of the reiwrts thus obtained 
sive of consequences, gave up (see Feb, soon superseded the former practice. Each 
*771) the struggle. The public excite- i»f the great morning papers now employs 
inent was great ; immense multitudes an- from eight to twelve reporters, each of 
seinbled nightly around the house, and the whom remains in either house only about 
populace could hardly be restrained from three-quarters of an hour, or an hour, 
acts of violence. Tiie victory was com- when his jdace is taken by another, and 
plete, and no attempt has since lieen made he hasttuis back to the office to write out 
to restrain the papeiB from daily reporting, the portion of the debate he has brought 
during the session, the debates of parlia- away with him, for the printer. A long 
ment. For some years after, the practice speech may thus be said to extend from 
ol shutting the gaMery of the cummoiis tho mouth of the speaker to Printing- 
was reported to ; this was frequently done, house square; be, at the same time, in 
wild the public sometimes oxcludeil for a course of delivery in parliainent part of it 
whole bessioii, especially during the travelling along the Strand — part in the 
American war. hands of the compositor— part printed, 

It is hardly possible to overrate the im- and on tho desk of the editor, who is occu- 
Vortance of the tight to piilish the de- pied in compressing its substance into a 
Kites, or its salutary influwice, both on the leading article or in a cominentary to sic- 
people and their representatives. Parlia- company it in next day’s publication. No 

meiitary discussions are n treasiirr of in- reporter now thinks of depending 
^>rmattoQ on all the chief quesUoiis of ujnm his nu: mory ; all take notes, though 
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few '^rite short liai\d, more or less ex- 
tended. The object aimed at, is not a 
literal report, but a faithful abridgment of 
the sentiment, matter, and style of the 
speaj^er. The chief •[)eeches are given 
with extraordinary correctness ; but of the 
inferior speeches, or those of speakers little 
known to the public, only the points are 
indicated, and many are passed in si- 
lence. There is only one publication, the 
Mirror of Parliament ^ that proi'esses to 
give all the speeches fully and accurately. 
Of its accuracy, as a verbatim ret^oft, it is 
not easy to judge. Some of the great 
morning papers have accused the Afirror, 
not of misrepresenting what is said in the 
house, but of permitting the members to 
misrepresent it. The practice of stibinit- 
ting a speech to the correction of the per- 
son that has pronounced it is indee<l liable 
to the objection, that the member will 
correct the report according to his discre- 
tion more than his memory ; and the re- 
sult will be a transcript of what he should 
have said, or intendeil to say, rather than 
of what he really uttered. 

Although the duties of reporters are 
both important aud arduous, it is only of 
late years that a disposition has Men 
shown to afiutd them facilities for the dis- 
charge of them. Formerly they had no 
means of entering the gallery of the com- 
mons beyond tliose enjoyed by the public 
generally ; and, on days when an interest- 
ing debate was expected, they were fre- 
quently obliged to take their places on the 
stairs early in the forenoon, and, after 
standing there for many hours, to depend 
for tlieir chance of getting in by battling , 
their way in the crowd when the door ' 
opened. The first arrangements for the 
express purpose of accommodating the re- i 
porters were made a few years before the ' 
death of Mr. Fitt. Previt)us to that time ' 
iiote*books had been very generally intro- 
du/ed ; but in the commons, from the 
crowded state of the gallery, they were com- 
paratively ot small use. It hn]>;tened one 
night, when the premier wa.s to make a lead- 
s()eei‘h, that the gallery was mure than 
usually thronged, aud neither by force nor 
entreaty could the reporters procure even 
tolerable accommodation. They took 
counsel together, aud the result was a se- 
cession, Next momiijg, instead of the 
rounileil periods of the minister, there ap- 
|ieared nothing but one dire bUok, accom- 
panied by a strong comment on the griev- 
ance in which it had originated. *i he almost 
immediate result was the appropriation, 
lirtder the direction of Mr. speaker Abbott, 
of the uppermost bench of the gallery to 
the refiortem* exclusive use, with a door in 
the centre, by which they alone had a 


right to enter. Soon after, a small room 
at the end of the gallery passage, which 
bore on its glass pannels the words Ke- 
porters’ Room,” notwithstanding the 
standing order and its |)enalties, was added 
for the convenience of the gentlemen 
previous to taking their places in the guU 
lery, aud during the divisions. The lords 
followed the cammt)ns in their accommo- 
dation of the press, at the due distance 
which befitted their dignity. It was not 
until about twenty years ago that a note- 
book was permitted to make its appearance 
at the bar of the upper house. If a young or 
forward reporter ventured to display the 
implements of his trade to the eyes of their 
lordshi|i8, they were immediately struck 
from his hand bv one or other of tiie mes- 
sengers. The first person who ventured to 
rest his book on their lordships’ bar is 
said to have been Mr. Windyer, who now 
is, or lately was, a justice of the peace iu 
Sydney, New South Wales. Ilis example 
was followed ; aud only two sessions after, 
the robe of lord Klduii, while his loidNhip 
as proceeding to the bar to receive a de- 
putation of the lower house, having acei- 
dentally caused Mr, Wimlyer to drop bis 
book within the bar, the noble earl checked 
his onward step, picked up the fragments 
of the imssing del)ate, and presented them, 
with an engaging smile, to their collector. 
In the session of lM‘-b-9, when from the in- 
tense interest to which the catholic (piestion 
gave rise, the press found it ditfieult to 
maintain their station, n portion of the space 
below the bar w as railed ofi for them ; and a 
session or two after, when a strangers' 
gallery was added to the lords, a seat was 
set apart for their use. In the present 
temporary erection, the privilege of an ex- 
clusive place fur the press is provided in 
lioth houses — in the commons, behind 
the speaker's chair. 

A regular and authentic publication uf 
the debates must have added immensely 
to the interest of newspapers, and thereby 
vastly increased their numlwr and circula- 
tion. In 1782 the number of uewspajiers 
published in the United Kingdom was 79; 
in 171)0, 146; in 1821,278; in 1836,397. 
In September, 1836, the act for thereilnc* 
tion of the duty came into operation (h'c 
p. lOOy) and gave a powerful imi»ulse to 
the newspaper press. Within a year after 
the ntiniber of papers increased from 397 to 
458, and their circufction from 35, 5 76, Ooh 
to 53,406,207. The following is the pur- 
liametitary return, showing the effect «f 
the reduction on the revenue, and tne 
number and grculation of the iieersprtF*’* 
in the year before and the year atter i 
took place 
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Year ending Se^ 
No. Newspapetv. 
Londtiu newspapers .71 
Kiiglish provincial do. 194^ 

Scotch do. do. 54 

Irish do. do. 78 , 


\m 

15, 183d. 

JVo. Stamps. Duty. 

ly. 241.640 £256,556 

8,^35,3Uli 113.804 

2,654,438 35,392 

5,144,582 -^37,525 


Total 397 35,576,056 £443,278 

Year ending Sept. 15, 1837. 


No. Newspapers. 


London 

newspapers 

. 85 

Kiiglish 

provincial 

do. 237 

Scotch 

do 

do. 65 

Irish 

do. 

do. 71 


Total 

458 


The produce of the stamp-duty on news- 
papers was— * 

In 1809 • . £359,448 

1815 . . 383,696 

1820 . . 440.228 

1825 . . 449.574 

1830 . . 505.439 

(Sec further on Newspapers^ pp. 531. 760, 
795.) 

The period from the accession of 
George III. to the close of the last 
reign has been marked hy the rapid 
increase of the demand for poeuiAu 
MTEKATunK, rather than hy any promi- 
nent features of originality in literary 
production* Periodical literature spread 
on every side; newspapers, magazines, and 
reviews were multiplied ; and the old sys- 
tem of selling books by hawkers was 
extt'iided to the rural districts and hmall 
])roviiiciai towns. Of the uumher-liooks 
thus produced, the ipiality was indifferent, 
with a few exceptions, and the cost of 
these works was considerable. The prin- 
ciple, however, was then first developed 
of exteudihg the market by coming into 
it at regular intervals with fractions of a 
Work, so that the humblest customer might 
lay by each week in a savings-bank of 
knowledge. Smollett's ** History of Kng- 
land” was one of the most successful 
luimher-books : it sold to the extent of 
20,000 copies, on the first publication of it 
hy the author. 


No. Stamps, Duty. 

29,172,797 £121,553 

14,996,113 62,483 

4,12.3,330 17,180 

5,203,967 16,263 

53,496,207 £217,480 

books was 15,888, showing an annual 
average of 588 new books ; being an 
increase of 216 per year over the last 
eleven years of the previous century. 

The prices of books having been raised 
since 1800, an attempt was made iu 1827 
by the Society for the Diffusion of Useful 
Knowledge, and several of the large book- 
sellers of London and Kdminirgh, to 
reduce them to the old rate of cheapness, 
without any diminution of exvellenci*. On 
this principle, several valuable works were 
published monthly, and numerous weekly 
]>eriodicHl8 commenced, which, at the jirice 
of one penny or three half-pence each, 
and without the excitement of either reli- 
gious or |H)litical topics, attained a steady 
sale of from 70.000 to 1 20,000 numbers. 

The new publications on this plan, 
though mostly consisting of extracts and 
compilations, appear nut to have materially 
discouraged the production of original 
works. The following table exhibits the 
number of new publications, without pam- 
phlets or reprints, of each year from 1 828 to 
1833, with the number of’volumes.and the 
aggregate price of a single copy of each 
new work. 

Year. Pub. Pols, Ihice. 

1828 842 1165 10 0 

1829 1064 1413 N7y 1 U 

ls30 1142 1.592 873 5 3 

1S31 1105 1619 939 9 3 

1^32 1152 1525 80/ 19 6 

1833 1180 1567 8J1 8 0 


3he vast extension of commerce in 
hcoks may be inferred from some curious 
facts published by Mr. Charles Knight, 
of Ltid gate-lull. Exeliisive of pamphlets 
itnd other tracts, the number of new works 
published in the first fifty-seven years of 
I he last century was 5280, being only an 
average of ninety-three new works in each 
i792 to 1802, eleven years, 
tadusive of reprints and pamphlets, there 
4096 new works, averaging 372 new 
hooks per annum. From 1800 to 1827, 
excluding 113 before, the ntimber of new 


All the original and important works, 
the copyright of which is cousicbMcd siilli- 
cieutly valuable to be worth protfciiug in 
a coiirl of law, are entered in JStatiouers* 
Hall. Judging by this criterion there ap- 
pears to have been a slight decrease m the 
production of this description of publica- 
tions. The followiuir is the number of 
works entered at the Hall, each year iroiu 
1820 to 1831 both iuclusive:— 


1820 . 1208 
1821 . nil 


1826 • llSl 

1827 . 1316 
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Averaging in the first six years 1287 
Wiirks per annum, and in the second 1222. 

RAILWAYS AND STKAK-NAVIOATION. 

Two ])eriods of remarkable improve- 
ment in the modes of travelling and car- 
riage conveyance, namely, that by the 
common roads and that by canal naviga- 
tion, have been already noticed (pp. 567, 
636) ; and it appropriately belongs to 
the present reign to record a third, which 
promises to supersede both its predecessors, 
and to effect a more sweeping change in 
locomotive action by land and water than 
it was possible for the human fancy to 
conceive. All nations seem in a fair way 
of becoming one nation, separated only by 
local administrations and provincial dia- 
lects. The poet’s prayer, tliat time and 


little alacrity with which the new power 
was brought into use. 

The application of steam to the purpose 
of propelling vessels in the water, maue a 
contemporary and eipially slow prognss. 
It was first suggested by Jonathan iiolls 
a century ago, and attempted in France, 
in the United States of America, and on 
the Forth and Clyde canal, between the 
years 1781 and 179U. In 1801 an expe- 
riment already mentioned (p. 627 ; see 
also p. 170, for the first patent) was 
made on the Thames to navigate vesoels 
by steam. These attempts do not apj)eur 
to have been encouraging, and it was re- 
served fi)r a later period successfully to 
re|>eat them. The ingenious Robert Ful- 
ton, a native of Pennsylvania, iiaving 
witnessed the experiments of Mr. Miller 
of Dalswintun, on the Forth and Clyde 
canal, established a steam-boat iu l^Uo or 
1807, which plied successfufiy on tire 
river Hudson, between Mew Fork and 
Albany. It is likely that Fulton, who was 


space might he annihilated, has been al- a very skilful engineer, improved on what 
most conceded, and the old saw, that I in England, and which eni- 

“ time and tide wait for no man,” has been ‘ boldened him to claim the merit of the 


so far inverted tliat few men feel the slaves 
of either. This extraordinary revolution is 
as sudden as universal. Ihe Brindleys 
and Bridgewaters, the M* .Adams, Ren- 
nies and Telfords, have hardly ceased 
to live ere their glory begins to dim, their 
mighty works to dwindle in public estima- 
tion, and to be lookerl upon, like the Egypt- 
ian pyramids, or the aqueducts of tbe 
ancients, with commingled feelings of 
astonishment and pity at the wasted toil, 
the iJl-adapted means to emis, compdred 
with the rapid flights of later discoveries. 

Both rail-roads and steam-navigation 
may he Cionsidered the inventions of the 
I reseut century. There were crude at- 
tempts previously in both dencriptions of 
mechanical contiivances, but they were 
either wholly unsuccessful or of such 
limited utility as to discourage their 
general athoption. In the Newc<istie col- 
iiertes wooden railways were used iu the 
seventeenth century, and for winch, on a 
limited scale, iron loegan in 17<i7 to he 
substituted as a more durable material. 
This experiment met with so little encou- 
ragement th a, thirty years after, a Mr. 
Carr published a book, claiming to be the 
first inventor of easi-iron trsils. These 
rail ways, it may bo renurked, were all 
privata undertakings, no public railway 
was attempted. The first act of par- 
liament for a work of this kind was passed 
ill 1801, and was for the construction of a 
railway in the vtriniiy of London, from 
Wandsworth to Croydon. In the twenty- 
thret jrsars that followed only 21 acts 
were passad lor railways} thowiog the 


original discovery ; but this huiuutr could 
not l>e justly conceded to him, and iu 
refusal is said to have preyed so much oii 
his spirits as to have hasteiital his ileath, 
whica took place at New York, Februaiy 
24, 1815. The successful iiiiroductioii o( 
steamers in this country was a lew years 
later than in America. The flrst steam* 
luiat that was worked for hire in this king- 
dom was the C otnet, a small vessel of 
three-horse power, which plied with pas- 
sengers oil the Clyde in 1811; t^o }«ars 
later, the Elizabeth, of eight-horse power, 
and the Clyde, of fourteen-horse power, 
Were placed on the same river. Since that 
time they have multiplied with astonishing 
rapidity ; they have been adopted iu the 
colonies, and in every civilized coinniuuity : 
they are no lunger limited to rivers nor 
lakes, nor seas, but regularly traver.su the 
Atlantic with the safety and punctuality ot 
a stage-coach, 

Tliere IS another discovery connect ed 
with the subjects of this section, in the 
fir!«i introduction of the iacomottve carrunje. 
The 8iriiis and Great VVesieiii may he 
considered great locomotive steain-car- 
riaget on the waters, but those on lainl 
form a separate aud distinct contrivaiice» 
though the motive powers of both are de- 
riveu from the same mighty agent. Kai 
ways, for nearly two centuries alter tluJ«r 
introduction, were conshlered only 
means of eeonomising, not 
aaimal labour. So early as IJaJ, 
id«> of »pi.lyinK EnU 

ctnuffM lb"*? tlw 

of-Qlugoir } M«l. »» 
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specification of one of his patents, stated was the conveyance of raw cotton, mann- 
that it was intended to use lua steam- factured goods, coals, and cattle. On the 
engine for the same pnr]) 08 e ; but neither contrary steam-vessels were originally pro- 
of these philosophers made any effort for jected for the conveyance, in rivers or 
reducing their suggestions to practice, coastwise, of passengers only; and they 
III 1787 Mr. Symington exhibited the were not employed in this kingdom for the 
niodel of a steam-carriage in Edinburgh, transport of merchandise before the year 
but it was not until 1804 that Trevithick 18*20. 

invented and lirought into use a machine It does not belong to the plan of this 
of this kiuil upon the railroad of Merthyr work to exhibit the statistics of these 
Tydvil in Wales. extraordinary innovations ; only to record 

It is a singular fact in the early history in chronological order, their introduction 
of locomotive carriages that their projectors and progress. At the close of the present 
assumed the existence of a difficulty which reign, the island was iiiiderguing and, to 
is now known to be wholly imuginary : a great extent, had undergone an entirely 
and, like the ancient Ruinaus in the con- new iie marc at ion with a zeal not less ar- 
veyance of water, without a knowledge dent, and capital and intelligence more 
that it vvould rise to its level, they resorted ample, than signalized the beginning of 
to sundry laborious contrivances for over- turnpike roads and canal navigation. From 
coming an obstacle that had no existence, London, as a centre, lines are radiating in 
and which Nature herself, liad she lieeii all directions — east, we!»t, north, and south ; 
asked, would have accomplisited for them, and these lines are being met transversely 
They assumed that the adhesion of the by other lines, crossing and intersecting 
smooth wheels of the carriage up<in the each other at the great estuaries of popu- 
equally smooth iron mil must necessarily he lation and industry — Birmingham, Man- 
so slight, that, if it should be attempted to Chester, Liverpool, Leeds, Norwich, and 
ilrag any considerable weight, the wheeU Edinburgh ; which a few years hence will 
might indeed l)e driven round, hut that the form so many grand railway stations, 
carriage would fail to advance because of whence individuals may reach any p,»rt of 
the continued itipping of the wheels. The the kingdom in almost as short a time as 
remedies devised for this fancied counter- they traverse the metrotioUs from one part 
action were various. One was conceived so to another, from Charing Cross to Mile 
valuable that a patent was taken out for it i End, Paihlington, Camberwell, or Turn- 
in 1811 by Mr. Blenkiiisop of Leeds. It j ham Green. 

consisted, as the writer well remembers, of Had not the government adhered so 
a rack placed on the outer side of the rail, tenaciously to the iuissfz faire system of 
into which a toothed wheel worked, and undertaking nothing and of interfering 
thiLs secured the progressive motion of the with nothing that can be executed byindi- 
ciirriage. U wa.s, however, wholly iiscdess viduals, or the joint means of individuals, 
—it wrt.s an impediment; the simple adhe- it is probable some of the new imdt*itakings 
sion of the wheels with the siiri'ace of the might have been carried on with more 
Mils iipon which they are moved being by despatch, economy, and advantage to the 
an immutable law amply sufficient to public. A revolution is about being effected 
secure the advance, not only of a heavy in internal communications, which forms 
carriage, but of an enormous load dragged an exception to the general principle of 
after it. The honour of discovering this non-interference. The great thoroughfares 
oversight is due to Mr. Bhickett; hut the of the kingdom are national works : they 
mea ol a want of adhesion had taken such interest the entire community, and ought 
hrm hold of the public iiiinil that it was not to become the property of iudividiials 
removed till the o;ienitig, in hut of the state, in which the h-e-simple 
l«.U), of the Liverpool and Manchester at least ought to be permanently vested. 
Milway. ^ leaving the great railways to be iinder- 

A rnisconcept ion in the history of taken at ihe risk of private adventurers, 

it*se invention.H deserves to be recorded, the mode and cost of travelling will he 

^ fb^t of all the railways con- dependent upon them, and it can he hardly 

• ructed and contemplated wp to the open- made n subject of complaint hereafter if 
ot the Liverpool and Manchester line, the projectors seek not only to indemnify 
‘ one was undertaken with a view to the themselves for their outlay of capital, hut 
passengers. In the pro- to realise an undefined profit proportioned 
thnf '"'Ork. a hope was held out to the uncertaiu results of the original 

tini/oir*’*' . number of persons then speeulation. The principle of open com- 
town. coaches lietween the two petition has had the lurther disadvantages 

wav • themselves of the rail- of causing delay and unnecessary expend- 

whicK of the lower rate for iture. Rival companies have competerl 

chiaf * 1 ^ be conveyed ; but the at an immense cost for different lines, and 

inducement held out to suhscribors Uis interests of private parties have inter- 
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fered to bias the decihions of parliamentarjr 
committees ; all or a portion of which evils 
would have been obviated by the govern- 
ment determining, by preliminary surveys, 
the most eligible lines, leaving only tht 
execution open to general competition. 
The expenses incurred by the railway 

companies in these contests, in buying on 
opposition, and in battling their projects 
thiuugh pailiament, has been enormous, 
as appears from the following statement 
of purliaineiitary charges incurred in oh' 
tuining acts of incorporation for the fol- 
lowing undertakings 

London and Birmingham • . £72,868 

Great Western 88,710 

London and Southampton . • 39,040 

midland Counties . • . • 28,776 

iii/'fuinghain and Gloucester . ] 2,000 

Great North of Kngiand . . 20,526 

The Grand Junction . • • 22,757 

Bristol and Kxeter • • • • 18,592 

All this outlay will have to be repaid 
by the public to the proprietors of the 
roads in the form of excessive fares, in 
addition to the enormous cost of the w'orks. 
On the London and Birmingham line of 
112 miles, hail been ex|ieude<i up to June 
30, 1838, eleven weeks before it was 
opened lor truific throughout, 4,553,567/. 
1 U. 9J. ; and, in the opinion of the direc* 
tors, the entire e\))eiiditure would amount 
to five miiliuns nefore the w'orks are in all 
res'pecta complete. It is indicative of some 
precipitancy in these undertakings, that 
before the London and Birmingham rail- 
way had been finished, the Manchester 


in 1828; but the successful experiments 
of the Great Vl'^estern and Sirius have 
shown that 3000 miles of ocean may be tra- 
versed with steam as the only motive force. 
In this way repeated voyages were per- 
formed, in 1838, in the short period oi U 
or 15 days between Bristol and Now York ; 
and vessels have been started for the same 
service belonging to the ports of Loudon 
and Liverpool. Tho same agent has Leen 
called into action to facilitato cumnumi. 
cation with India. Kurly in June, lu37, 
an arrangement was concluded between 
the government and the directors of tlm 
East India Company, for the establish- 
ment of a regular monthly steam com- 
munication between this country and 
Bombay, by way of the Mediterranean, 
Suez, and the Red Sea* This route, in- 
stead of that by the Capo of Good Iloj)e, 
reduces the distance nearly one-half, and 
letters can now be transmitted from Lon- 
don to Bombay in from 44 to 00 days 
time; or a further economy of time of iuMn 
four to six days is obtainable by seiniing 
the mails overland to Marseiiles, from 
which port steam-packets are despatcind 
three times a mouth by the French govern- 
ment. 

The following statement of the miinber 
and tonnage of steam-vessels belonging' 
to the United Kingdom in each year iruin 
1814 to 1837 inclusive, will show tiie 
rapid progress of this new marine puwt-r. 
The account is exclusive of steamers cm* 
ployed ill river truflic, and which do nut 
tlierefore require to be provided with .. rc- 
:ister. 


extension line ha<l been projected, by which 
the distance loftweeii that town and the 
capital would, by the Grand Junction and 
the Birmingham, be reduced from 2U8J 
to 179 miles. The total estimated cost 
of the Great Western railway from J*ondoii 
to Bristol, Aug. 15, 1838, was 4,560,928/. 
Tiie total nuinlier of acts of parliament 
obtained for railways from the first in 
1801 to 1837 inclusive, has been 174, of 
which number 97 have been passed in tlie 
present reign. 

Steam-r.avigation has had to contend 
with fewer obstacles than transit and con- 
veyance on land. No act of parliament 
was ret^ui ite for liberty to traverse the 
great highway of nations. No private 
interests were to conciliate. All that was 
required was enterprising capitalists to 
command suitable vessels, iuel, and ma- 
chinery. In the first attempts to make 
long voyages on the ocean, the aid of 
steam was sought only as an auxiliary to 
that of the wind and waves. In this way 
the Enterprise effecUrd the t>assage to 
India hy ttie Cape of Gootl lio|Hf in 1825 
(p. §23), and that the Savannah crossed 
tM Atlautic in I819> and tlie Cura^oa 


Fear. / essr/s. 

1814 ... 1 . . 

1815 ... 8 . . 

1816 ... 12 . . 

1817 ... 14 . . 

1818 ... 19 . . 

1819 ... 24 . . 

1820 ... 34 . . 

1821 ... 59 « • 

1822 ... 8'i . . 

1823 ... 101 . . 

1824 ... 114 . . 

IH25 ... 151 . . 

1826 , . . 228 . . 

1827 , . . 253 . . 

1828 . . . 272 . . 

1829 ... 287 . . 

1830 . . . 295 . . 

1831 ... 320 . . 

1832 ... 348 . . 

1833 ... 382 . . 

Jd34 . ^ . d24 . . 

1835 ... 497 . . 

1836 ... 554 . . 

1837 ... 632 . • 

•The mimlHsr of steam-vessels 
under the American fl«»g 


Tuiijuifje 

(il) 

. liJS 
'.M7 

10.'!' 

Lulb 

31M.S 

rujl 

fc-j:)7 

11731 
I j7<i4 

273 i 8 

2-^0 1 II 
iiOjlll 
3U(J0'J 
322li- 
3r)‘/38 
38 1-- 

j-jro/ 

593li*3 

71031 

cini'b')***^ 
1831 was 
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386, with the aggreg^ate burden of 96,000 
tons: since that year the number has 
greatly augmented. On the rivers and 
in the porta of France there were em- 
ployed in 1835 only 100 steam-vessels, 
and in 1836 the number was only in- 
creased by five vessels. 

PROGUESS OK CRIME. 

The greater number of crimes against 
property in England than in any other 
European country has formed a diffi- 
cult problem to the philosophical inquirer. 
Distinguished by superior wealth and u 
hijh degree of civilization, it seems extra- 
ordinary that we should also be remark* 
able for a delinquency which is commoniy 
supposed to be most prevalent under the 
])rcssnre of want and misdirection of 
ignorance. Great as is this anomaly in 
our condition, it appears to admit of ex- 
planation, and both the magnitude and 
comp lexion of the criminal caleu<}ar may 
be traced to peculiarities in the national 
pursuits and possessions. 

England is pre-eminently a mercantile 
community, abounding in manufactories, 
docks, wharfs, shipping, and well-stocked 
shuj's and warehouses; combined with 
these, commodities are constantly being 
transferred from one to another by sale 
or exchange, which affords opportunities, 
and enlarges the field of depredation. 
Commerce requires much |>ersunal con- 
fidence ; clerks, porters, factors, and agents 
cannot always resist temptation. It is 
ptuducti.e of luxury, leads to the assem- 
bling people together in large towns — to 
Iho creation of credit and paper-money— 
the intoxicating and illusive stimulant to 
over-speculatiou, and fruitful source of 
oHonces. It leads to sudden vicissitudes 


ebbs and flows in their circumstances beget 
a reckless excitement which makes them 
little scrupulous about the means they 
employ to better their lot or repair their 
disasters. 

On the other hand v/e are an enlighten- 
ed people, and this seems to account fur 
the second trait of criminal propensity in 
the comparative fewness of offences against 
the PERSON. Crimes accompanied witli 
personal violence, aud indicating greater 
depravity of heart, are fewer in England 
than on the contiuent. We are, in fact, 
too calculating a people to give way to the 
unprofitahle iinpuNes of passion, and 
hence crimes originating in revenge, jea- 
lousy. lust, or mere atrocity, do not fre- 
quently occur. Our offences arc mercan- 
tile like our pursuits; even highwa}' rob- 
bery is nearly extiiici among us. and the 
depredations chiefly followed are burglary, 
forgery, coining, swindling, theft, pocket- 
picking, iraudiilent insolvencies, and 
smuggling. They indicate no personal 
hostility to mankind, only a culpable mode 
of seeking those objects that are in general 
request and form the sta^de social distinc- 
tion. 

It is only by taking into consideration 
the influence of riches and poverty, i»f 
sudden vicissitudes of condition, of com- 
merce aud manufacturing imitistry, and of 
a state of fondgn war or peace, that we can 
satitfaciorily explain the anomalies in the 
history of crime. A moderate share oi ad- 
versity is usually deemed lavoiirahle to the 
formation of virtuous habits ; and by a 
contrary action a long coinse of putdic 
prosperity may tend to national demorali- 
zation. It is certainly observable that 
every general peace is mostly I'olloweil by 
increase*! licentiousnos in manners, ava- 


in men's fortunes, ]irodiices extreme in- rice, and criminality. The twelve years of 
equality of rank, avidity of gain, nnd uninterrupted peace during the rtign of 
cuntemjit for poverty; in short, makes Gk»orge I. were distingiiiNhed by the profli- 
a violent thirst for riches tiie predo- gacy of individuals, impiety, and the in- 
niinant passion, and offences connected diligence of every criminal passion. In like 
therewith, tiie prominent trait of the coin- manner, the pacific era of George II. 
munity. Where there is little chattel p«»ured into the country a flood of wealth 
property there cannot be much thelt, and kjxuiy, attended with their wonted 
cither trom the ]rerson, house, warehouse, disorders (see pp. 307, 423). Smollett, 
«r in trani,fer ; where there is litCie agency speaking of the general prosperity oi the 
embezzlement and breaches of trust must community, says, ** Commerce and maiin- 
seldoin occur, and where men, as in agri- factures flourished again to such a degiee 
cultural countries, fiirm a fixed cai/e, of increase as had never been kimwii in 
tablu to no unexpected alternations of this island; hut this advantage was at- 
condition, they are exempt from the vicious tended with an irresistible tide of luxury 
excitements to whicli sudden wealth or and excess, which floweil through all de- 
taging poverty is exposed. Hence, it is grees of the people, breaking down all the 
^(‘ptehended, may be traced the predomi- immudsof civil policy, aoil opening away 
^^aiice ot crimes against property in this for licentiousness and immorality. Tlie 
touiifry^. We are fieculiarly an enter- highways were infested with lapme and 
I sing, industrious, and emulative people ; assassiiiatiuii ; the cities U*emed with the 
sofh plunder is wider and more brutal votaries of lewdness, intemperance, 

neotssities of individuals and profligacy Descending to the tol- 
Je suadeu and urgent, and the frequtftit lowing reign we find a similar association. 
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The country was intoxicated with pros 
parity immediately after the general peace 
•f 1763, and the profligacy, both in private 
individuals and public men, which distin- 
guished that era far transcends modern 
examples. The state of society imme- 
diately preceding the French revolutiouaiy 
war, when the country had attained a very 
high pitch of prosjierity, afibrds further 
proof of our general position. Many living 
individuals can bear testimony to the after* 
dinner drinking, licentiousness, and de- 
bauchery, which then |>ervaded even the 
middle orders of the community ; and the 
occurrences recorded in tiie Cf^onic/f, just 
beliue and after that period, attest the viu> 
leiice, disorder, and corruption raging in the 
metropolis. The euviroiis and outskirts of 
the town were overrun with footpads and 
highwaymen ; burglary and housebreaking 
were crimes of the most ordinary occur- 
rence; and gangs of villains, fifteen or 
twenty in number, used to parade the 
streets, in open defiance of the police, and 
]>i under and ill-treat every passenger they 
met with impunity. It was to remedy 
these enormous evils, and reform an in- 
eflicient and corrupt magistracy, that 
Messrs. Dundus, Burton, and Wilberforce 
introduced the plan of a permanent 
stipendiary police, which soon proved one 
of tin) greatest improvements ever made in 
the municipal government of London. 

I'he deterioriating effects of sudden 
vicissitudes and mercantile avidity may 
be elucidated by the example of 18*i5-6. 
The disastrous convulsion of that |)eriod 
was the natural consequence of the causes 
which had been slowly o|K;ratiug siuce the 
pe.ice of aud which Cill tlieii liad not 

reached their lull development. It grew 
out of a vast accuniulatiuii of capital, and 
men. almost deliiious with real or fictitious 
riches, seemed absolved from moral and 
social ties. Every class was infected, frcm 
ihe|»eer to the ciuninoner ; those deemed 
respectable, as well as the reputedly infa- 
mous, appeared pr miscuo’isly loosened to 
run a race of liaud and speculative rapa- 
city. Can it be matter of surprise that 
oflences multiplied, when not a single class 
ill the community remained whose entire 
puriiy and example offered a reproach to 
the general turpitude ? 

The eilbc s of a long pacific era arc not 
limited to tha criminal extravagances 
produced by redundant waui^h; a species ; 
of immarul energy is gooerateil aaiong the | 
tHipulaiion, lor which ^ exists no < 
legitimate outlet. Every one roust have 
remarked in the circle in which fie moves, 
whether living in a large town or country 
village, at college or et school, in a counting- | 
house or iiiaiioiactor|[f that a nunilier ofde- | 
praved and unruly spirits, m every iprarle of { 
ltf«f mtMmstantly nsing to the turiace at 


the age of adolescence } possessed of 
strong passions, of ardent and irregular 
minds, they have no aptitude for steady 
industry, nor the quiet pursuits which are 
their inheritance. In time of war the army 
and navy open to them a congenial field of 
enterprise ; the recruiting sergeant, aided 
by the soul-stirring diuni,’ collects tliein, 
through the country, and, after being a 
source of domestic disorder and social annoy- 
ance, those of the better families obtain com- 
missions, while the less opulent file in the 
ranks or mifh the fleet, in peace these 
channels are closed, the luckless aud dissi- 
pated hang loose and unattached in the 
community, aud, for want of suitable uc- 
ciipation, raise an intestine commutien 
against the laws and usages of civil life. 
The unsettled, courageous, and enterpris- 
ing among the working classes resort to 
emigration, poaching, smuggling, or sedi- 
tion — those of the middle orders, who 
have no alternative but trade, for which 
they are unfit, soon become bankrupt, 
whence they graduate os spotting men, 
gamblers, and fraudulent dealers. Thu 
remainder of the route need not be fol- 
lowed ; from poaching, smuggling, hahi- 
tuai gambling and unprincipled kafiic, the 
road to dariter delinquencies is .short, 
broad, and obvious. 

It is scarcely necessary to explain that 
the preceding observations, on the deiiva- 
tiunofthe ptnonnei of the army and navy, 
do not apply to the entire of these profui,- 
siuns : many enter both branches of service 
of virtuous dispositions, of richly culti- 
vated minds, actuated only by a thirst for 
romantic adventure and chivalrous dis- 
tinction. Neither ought it to be infenvd 
that peace is a national calamity; like 
every human good, it is not without 
alloy, but it is ouvious that a small addition 
to the criminal calendar is a tritie com- 


pared witli the countless miseries inflicted 
on society by warfare. It most ionn uii 
uniin|M>rtant consideration in the estinm* 
tmii of the legislator, that there are a lew 
whose element is storm aud s!riie, or 
whose ephemeral prosperity renders them 
frantic and vicious against the far greater 
number to whom jaface yields pleuteous- 
ness and quiet enjoyment, and against 
those national improvements in law** am 
institutions, in tf»e general diffusion u 
literature and science, in works of uiiii y 
aud magnificence, which her 
sway tends to cherish and introduce, 
aim has been to show the cuimex^ 
between peace aud the growth of 
Qtiency ; it would have been easy to > 
overwhelming C‘»“»tervailing heimh 
•ocieiy, but our puriiose was lo 

elucidation of some of the educs- 

havu heliicd, in tlw j**®**^ 4y tb# 

tima cult««, to giv. th« “* 
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ciiminal returns to which we are goin^^ to 
advert. 

The public attention to the increase of 
crime was especially directed in 1828 by 
the reports of two parliamentary com- 
mittees, one on the police of the metropo- 
lis, the other on criminal commitments in 
Kngland and Wales. It appeared from 
these inquiries that the total committals 
for offences in London and Middlesex, 
from 1811 to 1817, amounted to 13,415; 
in an ecpial period from 1821 to 1827, to 
19,883; being an average annual increase 
of 924, or 48 p«r cent. The increase of 
convictions was 642 ]>er annum or 55 per 
cent, iiiit the population was computed 
to have increased 1 9 per cent. ; leaving of 
the committals 29 per cent., and of the 
convictions 36 per cent., to be accounted 
for by other causes than the increase of 
population. In the country crime was 
found to have increased more rapidly than 
in the metropolis ; commitments having 
increased 86 per cent., and convictions 
105 per cent.? while popidation had only 
intreaserl in the provinces 16 j per cent. 

Tl\e class of offences that had chiefly 
multiplied were those against pro;>erty. 
The <larker and more atrocious class of 
crimes, tlnise directed against the person, 
it was alleged, had uut increased so fast 
as population, and the parliamentary com- 
mittee on commitments affirmed that “ life 


and litnb” were never less exposed to 
violence. The causes assigned for the 
increase of crime in the metropolis were 
principally the increase in ]H)piilation — 
the cheapness of spirituous liquors — the 
neglect of children by their parents — the 
want of employment — absence <»f suitable 
provisions for juvenile delinquents — «lefect- 
ive prison discipline and police. To these 


Were added other causes by the committee 
on committals, as more peculiar to the 
country, and acconntiog partly for an 
increase of crime, and partly for its 
* greater exhibition to public view* without 
evidencing any virtual increase of depra- 
vity — iiAUiely, the payment of prosecuturs 
their expenses in cases of misdemeanor — 
the malicious trespass act —decline in 
doincstic superintendence — readiness with 
which magistrates commit for offences — 
defective and unsuitable punishments — 
improvement in the art of crime faster 
than the art of dcteciiun, and biingiiig 
belore the trihniialK ^Hitty ofTences which 
Were formerly either settled by summary 
*'i*'®tnenl inflictctl by the siiflerer on 
the delinquent, or passed over without 
tiiagibterial cognizance. All tlussu cir- 
cumstances, us well as the mote general 
causes adverted to at the beginning of 
»s article, may have couirihutetl in dif- 
to swell the criminal calen- 
"f* They may have been so eaitgetih iu 


counteraction as to outweigh the benefits 
resulting from improvements in criminal 
law, and the moral influence of the popu- 
lar diffusion of knowledge. 

Since the inquiries of 1828 there has 
been some fluctuation in the progress of 
offences; in some years they have de- 
creased, but this diminution has been 
more than counterbalanced by the acce- 
lerated iucreasa of succeeding years, so 
that the general result is tiiat crimes have 
increased at a faster rate than the popnia- 
tiun. The following table will render the 
whole subject intelligible by presenting it 
in one view ; showing the progress of 
crime during the war, and suh-sequently 
to the end of the present reign : — 

Statement of the number o / committals 
for offences in England and li’a/es, from 
ls05 to 1837 inciusive^ and the proportion 
of committals to the computed amount of the 
POPL I-^TION. 


Year» 

C 

an. 

Pn 

pu/ation. 

One to 

1805 

4, 

605 

9, 

422, 

763 

2, 

046 

IvSOG 

4, 

34G 

9, 

464, 

103 

2, 

,177 

1807 

4, 

446 

9, 

606, 

064 

2, 

.160 

1808 

4, 

735 

9, 

750, 

154 

2, 

,056 

1809 

5, 

360 

9: 

,896, 

405 

1; 

,846 

1810 


146 

9, 

,944, 

851 

1. 

,942 

1811 


337 

10 

,163, 

,676 

1 

,904 

1812 

c, 

,576 

10, 

,369j 

,362 

1 

.577 

1S13 

7, 

,164 

10 

,524 

,901 

1 

,461 

1814 


,390 

10 

, 775 ; 

,034 

1 

,673 

1815 

7, 

,818 

10 

,974, 

,437 

1 

,112 

1816 


,091 

U 

,160 

,577 

1 

,227 

1»17 

13 

,932 

11 

,349. 

,750 


815 

ISIS 

13 

,567 

11 

,524 

.3s9 


850 

1819 

14 

,254 

11 

,700, 

, 965 


827 

1.S20 

13 

,710 

H, 

893, 

155 


875 

1821 

13 

,115 

11 = 

,978, 

875 


878 

1822 

12 

,211 


.313, 

,810 

1 

,006 

1823 

12 

,263 

1.J: 

,508, 

,950 

1 

.020 

|v24 

13, 

,698 

12 

,699, 

,098 


92t) 

1825 

14, 

,437 

12. 

,881. 

,906 


892 

IvSit) 

ic: 

,164 

13 

,056 

,931 


807 

1827 

17 

,924 

13 

,242 

,019 


740 

1828 

16 

,564 

13 

,441, 

,913 


801 

1829 

IS 

,675 

13 

,620 

,071 


723 

ls30 

18 

,107 

13 

,811 

,467 


762 

1831 

19 

,647 

13 

,897 

,187 


707 

1832 

20 

,829 

14 

,105 

,645 


6s2 

183:> 

20 

,073 

14 

,317 

,229 


713 

1834 

22 

,451 

14 

,531 

,957 


691 

1835 

20 

,731 

14 

,752 

,430 


712 

1.836 

20 

,984 

14 

,973 

,716 


713 

1837 

23 

,612 

15 

,198 

.321 


643 


The criminal tables have been much 
improved during the last four years, by a 
careful classitication of offences, the dis- 
tinction of the sexevs of offenders, their 
.ages, and the degree of education they hail 
received. The number of committals stated 
alHJve exceeds the number of offenders, 
many persons for larcenies and othei mis- 
demoanon being committed twice, thrice 
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or oftener in the same year, so that the 
number in the fourth column rather repre- 
sents the annual proportion of offences 
than offenders to the pof>ulation. Pre- 
viously to the year 1834 the offences of 
conspiring to raise wages, riots, breaches 
of the peace, keeping disorderly houses, 
and assaults on constables, were not in- 
cluded ill the criminal returns. It is 
these which swell the committals of that 
year to 22,451 ; whereas there was an 
actual decrease of crime in 1834, and had 
the former practice been adhered to, hy 
the omission of the offences just mentioned, 
the number of committals would have 
been only 19,927. 

The statistics of crime are a questionable 
criterion of the standard of national morals 
and civilization. The table above exhibits 
an enormous increase, since the beginning 
of the cenhiry, in the number of delin- 
quents, without affording conclusive proof 
of detericratioii in the manners of the 
people. During the war, as already ex- 
plained, many found a refuge in the army 
and navy, who, since the peace, have 
worked out a reckless course in the gaols 
and prisons, the colonial dependencies, 
and penal settlements of the empire. The 
slow increase of femate offenders has 
always appeared ^o the writer satisfactory 
evidence that national character has not 
degenerated ; for, had there been a growing 
depravity in the community, it must have 
l>een shared ia by the women as well as the 
men ; and the existence of it would have 
been attcs(e<l by a corresponding augment- 
ation ill the number of feniintnc committals. 
The reason that offences have increaied 
among the men is that commercial pro- 
perty, and transactions connected with 
property, have increased. Females have 
been much less affected hy this revulution 
than the males, and hence, while the num- 
ber of commiltuU of the former has in- 
creased from 1805 to 1837 only 214 per 
cent., that of the latter h.»s increased 494 


has been reluctantly admitted, probably 
admits of explanation by refereuce to the 
principles mentioned. It has been found 
that the most educated districts are the 
most criminal, but it would be extremely 
erroneous to infer Trom hence that the 
greater proportion of crime is the conse- 
quence cif education. The most instructed 
portion of a population is usually found in 
the parts most densely peopled ; they am 
the inhabitants of towns, abounding in 
riches, and whose occupations are commer- 
cial and manufacturing. Their criminality 
is not a result of superior instruction, but 
in defiance of its checks and monitions — 
the consequence of greater temptations 
and a more changeable condition, which 
are incidents of tlieir lot j>erfectly recon- 
cilable with a higher state of social hap- 
piness than that enjoyed by the agricultural 
classes. 

A great experiment has been for some 
years in progress in criminal legislation 
in the gradual abolition of cajiital punish- 
ments. During the war, and until the 
W. notes of the bank of England were 
withdrawn from circulation, many were 
yearly execute<l for forgery. Forgery of 
every description has now ce.ised to he a 
capital offence. In 1837 the nuinher (»f 
offences to which the extreme ])enaity ijf 
the law could be applied, were reduced to 
treason, murder, rape, sodomy, burglary, 
robbery with violence, and arson with 
intent to commit murder. Undrr the seve- 
rity of the old law, great npmherHaiinuuIly 
suffered death, hi the 2(> years from Ibbo 
to 1830 the total number of capital execo- 
tions in England and Wales was 19^18; 
being above 74 yitr annum. In the three 
years ending in 1820, 1830, and 1836, the 
numlier of expcutions was respectively 
312, 178, and 85. In I83C there were I > 
executions ; in 1837 only eiy///, all of which 
w'ere for murders of an atrocious character. 

The time of experience is yet too brief 
to afford a safe ground lor concluding on 


|)er cent. 'Ihe committals of the sexes 
during this period were as follows ; — 

Venrs. Afa/en. Fema/ee, 

1805 . 3,2f>7 . 1,338 

1810 . 3,733 . 1,413 

1815 . 6,0;’6 . 1,782 

1820 11, .59) . 2,115 

182.) . 11,8-9 . 2,648 

1830 • 15,13.1 . 2,972 

mi . 16,600 . 3,047 

18:12 . 17,486 . 3,433 

1833 . 16,804 . 3,268 

1834 . 18,880 . 3,571 

1835 • ♦ • • • • 



1837 . 19,407 . 4,205 

A remilt dgfiviM] hy M. Oiierry from hts 
inquinef in France^ nutl which 


the practical tendency of the milder system 
of |Hiuishmeuts. It forms an interesting 
subject of moral invi stig.ition to trace the 
influence on crime of changes in the laws, 
and of the alterations in the condition ot 


the i>eopltf produced by peace or war, 
pros|>eroii8 or adverse circumstances, vi- 
cissitudes of the seasons, ignorance and 
knowledge, transitions from rural to ina* 
nufactiiriiig industry, au«l all the other 
elements that enter into the formation o 
national character. Most, if not all, * ^ 
data for this inquiry may be found ^ ^ 
preceding pages of this work, and w> 
easily bruugnt to bear by the 
elucidate the progress of criminality, 
short term of the present reign haj* 
remark ah/e for a decrease, hut , 

for %n increase of delinquency. 4nt 
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crease oi crime, which commenced in 1833, 
and continued through the two following 
years, amounting in the aggregate to 13 
per cent., appears, in 1836, to have suffered 
a slight check. In that year crime in- 
creased one per cent. IivI837 the increase 
of offenders was far more considerable, 
amounting to 2,628 persons, or nearlv 12^ 
per cent.; exceeding by 11 per 'cent, 
the computed rate of increase in the popu- 
lation. This increase has taken place in 
33 English counties, an4 in both North 
:ind South Wales. In the county of 
Northampton the increase was 59 per 
cent., and in each of the counties of Staf- 
ford, Cornwall, Leicester, Wilts, Bucks, 
Dorset, and Berks, the increase was up- 
wards of 30 per cent. It was only in tlie 
seven counties of Middlesex, Suriey, Bed- 
ford, Norfolk, Cambridge, Suffolk, and 
Huntingdon, that there was a decrease. 
Two causes assigned for the augmentation ! 
of offenders are the increased proportion 
(if apprehensions consequent on the esta- 
blishment of a more efficient police in the 
municipal towns, and to the greater faci- 
lities afforded for criminal proceedings. 

These changes may accuuut for ai tem- 
puraiy increase in the coinmittals, but 
this is not the main issue to he tried. 
Crimes may multiply or diminish in par- 
licular years, from transitory and obvious 
causes; but the momentous fact to be 
investigated is the cause of the average 
and steady growth of delinquency since 
the beginning of the present century. This 
is the proLdem for scrutiny, and which 
re<piiies a general, not a local or tem|K>- 
rary, solution. 

The phenomenon cannot be explained 
by any great moral revolution tlie country 
has undergone. During the la^t forty 
years them has been neither jiolitical, reli- 
gious, institutional, or educational change, 
udeijuate to account for this lamentable 
alteration in the national character. Know- 
ledge has become more diffused, hut no 
new principles of action have been disse- 
minated among the masses, tending to 
give a more criminal direction to the 
popular mind. The great alterations in 
the social structure have been nhysical 
rather than moral or intellectual. In this 
leupfct, socie^ has undergone an organic 
revolution. The predominant industrial 
occupations of the community have 
changed from the agricultural to the ma- 
and inetropolitan. This cause 
has been constant and progressive in its 
course, contem|K>rary with ths accelerated 
^^wlh of delinquency ; and in this Iran* 
J«on, and the cousequent riches that have 
ccompanied it, may^ traced, we sustieet, 
primary origin of iha increase in 


That a inetropoUtan and manufacturing 
popidation is more criminal than an agri- 
cultural people will be manifest from an 
inspection of the table we subjoin. Take 
the numbers for the year 1832. In Mid- 
dlesex one out of every 360 of the popula- 
tion was au offender, and in Lancaster, 
one out of every 501. Compare these 
resiilts with the great rural counties of 
Devon and Lincoln, where the proportion 
of offenders is only one in 1028, and one 
in 1659 of the inhabitants. In the year 
1837 a corresponding relation is observable, 
though it is remarkable that in the inter- 
vening five years, the jigricultural counties 
have approximated in the darker complex- 
ion of their criminal proportions nearer to 
thu'ie of London and the provincial towps. 

Subjoined is the classification alluded 
to, exhibiting the whole of the English 
counties ranged according to their indus- 
trial character, and the proportion of 
offenders to the population of each county 
as returned in the census of 1831 : 

Manufacturing and Mining, 




1832 


1837 



0/ic in 


One in 

Lancaster . 

• • 

r>oi 


475 

York . . 

• 

892 

• 

970 

Warwick . 

• • 

478 

• 

382 

Stafford 


588 

• 

4M 

Nottingham 


656 


734 

Chester • 


585 


542 

Durham • 


1,601 


1,257 

Monmouth • 


892 


635 

Worcester . 


668 


.516 

Salop 


8:)2 


884 

.Average 

• 

771 


685 

Mttrapolitan and Manufacturwg, 

Surrey . . 


526 


512 

Kent . 


646 


.534 

Sussex . 


962 


648 

Cornwall . 


1,550 


1,071 

Cumberland 

• • 

2,262 


1,101 

Southami'ton 

• • 

677 


— 

Gloucester • 

• • 

439 


427 

Derby . 


1,068 


1,040 

Leicester • 

a • 

795 


456 

Mbldlesex . 

• • 

360 


415 

Somerset • 

• • 

580 


393 

Hertford. . 

« 0 

489 


428 

Average 

• • 

862 


6.16 

Agriculiurai, 



Devon . 


1,02» 


36 

Essex • 


466 


425 

Hedfuid . 


953 


776 

Sulfblk . . 


654 


CUl 

Berks • . 


753 


538 

Oxt'oril • • 

, , 

699 


559 

Wextmorelaud • 

1 .965 


2,201 

Northumberland • 

2,786 . 

3 V 

1,179 
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Cambridge . 

, , 

716 


550 

Norfolk 

, , 

733 

• 

591 

Bucks , 

, , 

773 

• 

568 

Lincoln 

, , 

1 ,629 


770 

Dorset • • 


959 


622 

Wilts , . 

, , 

691 


498 

Huntingdon 

. • 

1,563 

a 

794 

Northampton 

. 

919 

a 

601 

Hereford • 


7:>.5 


597 

Rutland • 


1,9.38 


718 

Hampshire 

• 

677 

• 

505 

Average • • 

• • 

1,139 

• 

731 

do. England 

• f 

638 

• 

565 

do. Wales . 

* • 

2,341 

. 

1 ,684 

do. Englanil & Wales 667 


588 


A cursory glance at the above shows 
that crime is less prevalent in the agricul- 
tural than in the metrn|)olitan and mAUii- 
iiictiiring counties* In 1832 the pro- 
piirtions were in 

Manufaetiiring and mining . one in 771 
Metropolitan and manufacturing do. 862 
Agricultural counties . . . do. 1139 

This was the fict sought to be <lem4)n- 
strated« It satisfactorily unravels the 
mystery of an increase of crime since the 
peace of Amiens. The metropolitan atnl 
manufacturing population, which is the 
most rlclinqiU'nt, having increased faster 
than the agricultural, there has been an 
aggregate increase in the uuml>er of 
otil-nces. This conclusion will npfiear 
irrefragable and less liable to objection, 
by bringing into comparison only the 
larger counties of each industrial class, 
as follows : — 


Manufacturing Countiei, 



18.32 

18.37 


0/ie in 

One in 

Lancaster 

. 501 . 

. 475 

York . . . 

. 892 . 

. 97U 

Warwick . 

. 478 . 

. 382 

Stafford . . 

. 588 . 

. 45 1 

Nottingham . 

. 656 

. 734 

Chester 

. 585 . 

. 542 

Monmouth 

. 892 , 

. 635 

Average— one 

in 665 

598 

Mtlropolitaa Counties. 


Middlesex 

. 360 . 

415 

Surrey • • 

1.26 

512 

Average — one in 443 

467 


Agnoultuml Giun/ies. 



1832 

18.37 


One in 

One in 

Devon • 

. 1,023 . 

. 736 

Kssex • . . 

. 456 . 

. 425 

Bedford . » ' 

. 953 . 

. 776 

Suffolk 

. 654 . 

. 601 

Berks . 

. 753 . 

. ,538 

Northumberland 

. 2,786 . 

. 1,179 

Kent • • • 

. 646 . 

. 534 

Hampshire • 

. 677 . 

. 505 

Wiltshire • 

. 691 . 

. 498 

Average — one iu 960 

643 


In 1832, in the seven manufacturing 
counties, one criminal to 665 of the popu- 
lation ; in two metropolitan counties, one 
in 443; and in nine agricultural comities, 
only one criminal to 960 of the population. 
The cause of the predominance of crime in 
manufacturing districts has been already 
ex{dained ; it is no proof of greatei general 
depravity, but compatible with a higher 
standard of morals, more physical enjoy- 
ment, and greater security to persons 
and proj^rty. In Scotland, m 1832, there 
was only one offender In 973 of the in- 
habitants. and ill Wales u.ily one to 2348; 
owing doubtless to the riches and 
greater predominance of rural industry in 
these divisions of the kingdom. In re.Hpect 
of crimes against property, Spain is three 
times less vicious than France, and seven 
times less criminal than Kttgland. The 
reason is obvious enough. In Spain, 
crimes, if committed at all, must be crimes 
against the person (and such predominate), 
not against property, since there compara- 
tively is none. It is hard to be a thief 
where there is nothing to steal ; you can- 
not, as the Scotch proverb says, steal the 
“ Lreek^' from luulity. Hence the peculiari- 
ties in the Spanish criminal calendar. No 
one who is acquainted with the three 
countries infers that the moral character 
of Spain is superior, or even equal, to that 
of France or Kngland. 

The criminal returns for Kngland and 
Wales for 1837 present remarkable results. 
The centesimal increase of crime in that 
year beyond 1836 was nearly 12*5 per 
cent. This enormous addition ought to 
fix general attention. By glancing at the 
last comparative table may be perauved 
the relative state of crime, in 1832 and 1837 
ill different parts of the country. Crimo 
in the interval appears to have been nearly 
stationary in the manufacturing counties, 
but to have increased enormously in the 
agricultural ilistriftH. In 1832 the ra to 
was only one in 9 0; in 1837 it b»‘d jn- 
creased to one in 643 of the rural popnla- 
tion. There has been no improvement m 
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rural policoi as in municipal towns, to ac- 
count for the increase of apprehensions; 
consequently there must have been a posi- 
tive increase of delinquency. The rustic 
population is rapidly approximating, in its 
tlark traits, to that of towns, without the 
temptations or countervailing benefits of 
manufacturing industry. In Ireland, where 
the state of society is notoriously distem- 
pered, the proportion of committaU to the 
population was, in 1832, 1 in 565 ; in 
1834, 1 in 363; and in 1836, 1 in 325: 
tile returns from which these proportions 
have been deduced, are not much to be re- 
lied upon ; hut, if they be near the truth, 
they indicate a degree of crimiuaLty m 
the first-mentioned period, not greatly ex- 
ceeding that of England in 1837. The 
only legislative change, during the last 
five years, affecting the agricultural classes, 
has been the introduction of tiie Pour Law 
Amendment Act. It is in the rural dis- 
tricts that this experimental measure has 
been most generally and sharply intro- 
duced. Iluw far its introduction may have 
tended to deterioriUis the character ot the la- 
boiiiers in husbandry — to drive indigence 
from the workhouse to the gaol — to con- 
vert the paii(K‘r into a criminal — are mat- 
ters seriously deserving the consideration 
of parliament. The ‘‘considerable in- 
crease in nhef^-Uealing in each of the last 
two years, and in larceny by si-rvants,** 
which is noticed in the Cn initial Tables of 


the Home Office, fur 1837 (page 2), indi- 
cates a pressure on the labouring classes 
that did uot previously exist 

The Criminal Returns for England and 
Wales, for 1836 and 1837, specify the de- 
gree of i/ts/rt/c/ion oRenders Had received. 
The decimal proportions, at these periods, 
are as under : — 

1836. 1837 

Unable to read and write . 33*52 35*37 
Able to read and write im- 
perfectly . • . 52*33 52-08 

Able to read and write well 10*56 0*40 

Instruction, superior to 

reading and writing well 0*91 0*43 

Instruction could not he 
ascertained. . , 2*68 2*18 

Mr. Redgrave, in his synopsis of the re- 
turns, says, that of 358 offenders in 1857 
“aged 12 years and under, 50 percent* 
were uninstructed ; 48 jter cent, were able 
to read and write imperfectly, and little 
more than I per cent, to read and write 
well.” 

In France, crimes against the person are 
more numerous, and against property 
fewer than in England. The proportion 
of the former is 1 in 2188 of the popu- 
lation; of the latter 1 ml766. Guinpar- 
ing this with England, tl.e proportion of 
jiersonal offences is 1 in 9629; and of 
property offences, 1 in 955 of the popu- 
lation. {^Companion to the Almanac fit*' 1836, 
i». r)9). 


CKIUB IN TIIK MUrnOPOMS. 

Comparative Statement of the Sumber of Individuah taken into Custody by the Mttropo' 
litim Police for the years 1831-2-3-4. 



1831. 

183*2. 

1833. 

1834. 

Taken into custody 

72.824 

7r.543 

69,959 

64,269 

Summarily convicted by the magistrates 

21.843 

23,458 

20,791 

26,302 

Committed for trial 

2,955 

3,6.56 

3.672 

3,468 

Discharged by the magistrates 

48,026 

50,429 

45.4% 

34,499 


A very large proportion of the charges 
Iwfore the magistrates are of a minor cha- 
racter. In 1833, it appears 45.496 charges 
were dismissed by the magistrates without 
ulterior proceedings. The largest items 
in the catalogue of offences in that year* 
were — 

Drunken charges brought before 
the inagiiitrates . . 1 1,393 

Drunken charges discharged by 
the su;ierintendents . . 18,4s 7 

Disorderly characters • . 5,721 

Prostitutes . . . • 3,427 

Assaults .... 5,7*21 

Lsirenies .... 7,8.58 

8us|iicious characters . • 3,201 

'""grants .... 6,721 

Out of the large number ‘'f 29,800 
driiiikards, no less than 12,000 were fe- 
males \ 


The total expenditure oii account nf thu 
inetn^politan police, for the year epdiiig 
Dec. 31, 1836, wiis 216,313/. 

These statements do not include the 
crime and police of the city of lanidun. 

British Mi’SRrM. — Number of visits 
made to the readiug-rooms, for the pur- 
tiose of study and research, nlxitit 1950 in 
iHlO ; 63,466 in l.>35; 62.360 in 1836; 
69,936 in 1837. Artists and students to 
the galleries of sculpture for the purpose 
of study, 6081 in 1835; 7052 in 1836; 
5570 in 1837. Number of visits made to 
the print.roum, 1065 in 1835 ; *2916 in 
1836; 4429 in 1837. 

Number of persons admitted to view the 
general collections, in 1^32, 147,896; 
1833, 210,495; 18.14, 237,366 ; 1835 
289,104 : 1836. 383 147 ; I S37, 321,151 


3 Y 2 
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BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


HOUSE OF LOROS. 

The followinji' table shows the number 
of the present house of lords created in 
each reign : — 

A, D, Reign, Peer. 

1264 . . Henry III. . 2 

1295-1299 . Edward 1. .7 

1307w 1324 . Edward II. . 4 

1442-1461 . lIcM.ry VI. . 5 

1483 . . Richard 111. . 1 

1492 . . Henry VII. . 1 

J5I4-1539 . Henry VIII. . 7 

1547-15.51 . Edward VI. . 4 

1553-1 5 >4 . Mary • . 2 

1559-1579 . Elizabeth . . 6 

1603-1624 . James 1. . . 17 

1626-1644 . Charles I. . II 

1660-1683 . Charles II. . 17 

168.6 . . James 11. .1 

1689-1699 . William HI. . 7 

1703-171*2 . Anne • .14 

1714-1725 . George I. • .14 

1728-1760 . George II. . 20 

1761-1817 . George III. • 14:> 

1821-1829 . George IV. . 45 

1830-1837 . William IV. . 29 

A creation of peers has mostly taken 
place on the accession of a new family, the 


Scotch peers, 24 ; law, 25 *, state, 25 , 
army, 13; navy, 10; younger sons and 

ounger branches of peers, 17 ; renewals, 

; confirmations, 7 ; peeresses, 5 ; total 
2.35: fruiii which must be deducted 74 
extinctions, making the additions tu the 
|)eerage 161. 

George IV. added 64 members tu the 
upper house. In this number are included 
individuals who were raised to tlie peerage, 
or ill whose favour an abeyance termi- 
nated, as well as jpeers of Scotland and 
Ireland who obtained English barunies. 
It does not, however, include Scotch peer- 
ages which were restored, nor the creation 
of peers of Ireland ; of claims to English 
peerages which were admitted, nor eleva- 
tions of English peerages to higiier 
honours. The average rate at which 
peers were created during the two former 
reigns was four per aim tun ; and was the 
same rate of increase to continue for a 
century, it would double the existing 
number of parliamentary lords. 

The political character of the peers 
created is naturally determined by that 
Ilf the ministry of the time, from 
whom theii honours are received. Tory- 
ism being the ascendant school of 


commencement of a new reign, or to carry 
political mea.sures. On the death of queeu 
Elizabeth the peers only amounted to 
56. James, being the first of a new dy- 
nasty, raised the numl>er tu 105, and 
Charles I. to 130; Charles 11. created 15 
dukes, (six of whom were his natural 
children,) 1 marquis, 37 earls, 3 countesses, 
2 viscounts, and 29 barons. At the revo- 
lution, William III. raised 8 powerful 
earls to dukedoms; created 18 earls, 3 
viscounts, and 9 barons. Anne increased 
the {leerage to 170. The acce^ision of the 
house of Brunswick gave rise to new cre- 
ations. George I. either created or elevat- 
ed no fewer than 49 peers. George 11. 
left 184. It is evident that the great in- 
crease of the fieerage wa.v in the reign of 
George 111., being more than doubled. 
Jo 1777 a batch of peers was drafted from 
the commons into the lonls, to effect a 
ministerial majority. Xhi.s expedient was 
frequently resorted to by Mr. Pitt. In 
1797 ten peers were ro^e. lie nearly 
created the order o' marquihes: he made 
10 marquises in Er.gUnd where there was 
blit one ; end 9 in li eland, wh^re there was 
none. Knighthood was a^s:; freely be- 
stowed. No doubt this lavish distribution 
of honours was partly the consequence of 
the war, and of the vastly increasing 
riches of the middle classes. 

The |ieers created during the long reign 
of George 111. have been classified (Qoer- 
ier/g RevieWf Ixxxiv. 314) as foliows:— 
Landed coinmoiienh 46 ; Irish pe«rs. 56 ; 


politics during the reign of George III. 
and his successor, the peers created mosriy 
belonged to that denomination of states- 
men. This fart was inainfest on the fiist 
iutroductiuii of the Refutm Bill into the 
house of lord.s. Of the o/d peers of tliu 
United Kingdom, there was a ina)ority of 
two for the second reading of the bill. Of 
the new peers of the United Kingdom, 
created subsequent to 1792, the majority 
was againet the second reading cf the bill, 
and their numlier was only balanced by 
the creations of the whig ministry. 

The numlier of peers who sat in the 
house of lords at the death of George I V. 
was 403, and which number increased, 
(luring tile reign of his successor, to 432. 

The following is the number and deno- 
roinaiioii of the {leers who sat in the 
uiiiier house, on the accessions of William 
IV. and queen Victoria; — 

im, Aiw. 

Princes of the blood royal 5 3 

Dukes . . . 19 21 

Marquises . . 18 12 

Earls . . .105 

Viscounts . . . 22 1^ 

Barons . . . 160 m 

Peers of Scotland • • 10 

Peers of Ireland . . 28 28 

English Archbishops and 

* Bishops . % . £0 26 

Irish representative Arch- 

I’ishops and Bishops 4 

403 -132 


Total . 
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llOVSB OF COMMONS, 

Number of Parliament » held in each 
reiyn, from 17 ih Edward L A.D. 129‘J, to 
the end of the preient reign^ thowing alto 
the retpeciive length of each reign* 


Par It. 

Reig\ 

Edward I. from 1299, 

8 

8 

Edward II. . . 

15 

20 

Edward III. . . 

37 

50 

Richard II. . . 

26 

22 

Henry IV. . . 

10 

14 

Henry V. . 

11 

9 

Henry VI. 


39 

Kdward IV. 

5 

22 

Richard III. 

1 

2 

Henry VII. 

8 

24 

Henry VIII. 

3 

3S 

K<lward VI. 

2 

6 

Mary 

5 

5 

Elizabeth . 

10 

45 

James I. 

4 

22 

Charles I. . 

4 

•]4 

Charles 11. 

8 

36 

James II. . 

3 

4 


William III. . 

Parlt. 

. 6 

Reign 
. 13 

Anne . • . 

• 6 

. 12 

George 1. . • 

. 2 

. 13 

George 11. • 

. 6 

. 33 

George III. • 
George IV. 

. 11 

. 59 

. 2 

. 10 

William IV. 

. 4 

. 7 


From this table it appears that in the 
461 years preceding the reign of George 
III. there were 202 parliameots, whose 
average duration was 2^ years ; and that 
in 210 years preceding the reign of 
Henry VIII. there were 143 parliaments, 
averaging rather less than year each. 
In the 69 years of the reigns of George 
111. and IV. there were only 13 parlia> 
ments, averaging five years and one-third 
each. In the reign of William IV. there 
were four two before and two after the 
Reform Act. 

The following abstracts show the gra- 
dual alterations in and additions to tlie 
representation of the people up to the 
period of the Reform Acts : — 


Shtret and Univertities* No, of 

RI ember t. 

Edward I. • and preceding monarchs, 37 counties . 74 

Henry VI II. . Shires of Chester and Monmouth . . 4 

12 Welsh counties, I member each • • 1*2 

James I. • . the 2 universities .... 4 

Charles II. . Durham county ..... 2 

Anne • . 30 Scotch Counties, with I member e.ich . 30 

George III. . Irish county members .... 64 

Irish university • .... 1 

George IV. , Yorkshire County .... 2 

William IV. . changes in this reign, see p. 919 andpos/. 


dtiet and Borought, 

Edwanl I. , and preceding monarchs, created 78 boroughs, with 
2 members each, and London with 4 
Edward II. , created 6 boroughs, with 2 members each . 

Edward 111. , created 9 boroughs, with 2 members each . 18 

restored 2 boroughs, with 2 roerohers each . 4 

Henry VI. , createil 5 boroughs, with 2 members each • 10 

restored 2 boroughs, with 2 members each . 4 

Kdward IV, • created 3 boroughs, with 2 uiemhers each • 6 

restored I borough, with 2 members 2 

Henry VIII, , created 4 honmghr, with 2 members each • 8 

created 12 Welsh boroughs, I member each' 1*2 
created I borougii, with 1 member 1 

Edward VI, . created 14 boroughs, with 2 members each . 2S 
restored 10 boroughs, with 2 members each . 20 

Mary , , created 7 boroughs with 2 members each , 14 

created 3 boroughs, with I member each . 3 

restored 2 boroughs, with 2 members each • 4 

Elisabeth , created 24 boroughs, with 2 members each . 48 

restored 8 boroughs, with 2 members each . 1 li 

James I, , created 3 boroughs, with 2 members each . 6 

created I borough with 1 memher 1 

restored 8 boroughs* with 2 members each • 16 

jCarried forward . 3S9 393 
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Charles I. 
(harltss II. 
Auhe 

Georije HI. 
George IV. 


Cities and Boroughs, 

Brought forward 339 

• restored 9 boroughi^ with 2 members each . • 

, created 2 boroughs^ with 2 members each . • 

. added 15 Scotch boroughs, with 1 member each . 

. added 35 Irish cities and troughs . 

• disCruiichised Grampouud for bribery 1 & 2 

Geo. 4, c* 47. _ 

339 


Distribution of the e/ective franchise ^ and 
number of members returned for the differ- 
ent sect tons of the United Kingdom prior to 
the Reform Acts, 

Cornwall, 42; WilU.34; York, 32 . 108 
Sussex, 28 ; Dorset, 30; Suffolk, 16 ; 
Staflbrd, 10 ....... 74 

Devon and Hants . . . each 26 52 

Kent and Somerset • . each 1 H 36 

Bucks, Lancaster, and Surrey each 14 42 
Lincoln, Norfidk, and Sabip each 12 36 
Berks, Northampton, Oxford au<l 

Worcester .... each 9 36 

Essex, Gloucester, Hereford, Mid- 
dlesex, Northumberland, and 
Nottingham .... eacli 8 48 

Cambridge, Cumberliuid, Hert- 
ford, and Warwick . . each 6 24 

Bedford, Chester, Derby, Dttriiaiii, 
Huntingdon, Leicester, and 
Westmorland . . each 4 28 

Monmouth, 3 ; Rtitiaud, 2 . . 5 

Wales, 24; Scotland, 45; Jie> 
land, 100 169 

Making the total number of members 658 


The following was usually given as the 
distribution of Par« iamentahy Fatron- 
Aox prior to the Reform Act; a majo- 
rity of the house of commons being re- 
turned by the nomination of peers, com- 
moners, or the treasury. 

Members returned by 87 peers in 
England and Wales . . 218 

21 peers in Scotland • • 31 

36 peers in Ireland . • 51 

Total returned by i ers . , 300 

Members returned by 90 com- 
moners in England and Wales 137 
14 coipmouers in Scotland l4 
19 commoners in Ireland. 20 
Members nomittdted by govern- 
ment •«••••. 16 

Total returned by commoners and 
government .... 

Total returne<! by nomination 

Independent of nomination 

Total of the Home of Commons 658 


The boroughs which returned members 
under the old system of renresentatiuii 
were of three sorts : first, the close or 
pocket-boroughs, in which the power of 
returnimr the members was exercised by 
one or two individuals ; secondly, the cor- 
ptiratioii or charter-boroughs, in which the 
inembers were returned by a dozen or 
more of self-elected corporators, mostly 
under the control of peers or commoners ; 
thirdly^ the open boroughs, in which the 
electors varied in number from 500 to 
10,000 and upwards. These last, with 
the exception of the cities of Westmin- 
ster and r^oiidou, an<l one or two others, 
were as marketable as the rest ; many 
of the voters were non-residents, and 
consisting generally of the ]>oorer class 
of freemen and householders, they openly 
sold their franchises to the highest 
bidder. It has been calculated that 
under the old representation « exclusive of 
county and metropoUtau electors, three* 
fourths of the remaining body of electors 
in England belonged to the labouring 
classes. 

The preceding tables show the progress 
and state of parliumt-nrury re presentation 
up to the paHsmg of the Reform Bill ; the 
following will show the changes eiiected 
by the Grey ministry. The ]>opulaiion of 
the lioroughs disfranchised and enfran- 
chUed has been taken from the census of 
1831. 


Dopuiation of the fifty-six borouuus 
totally dutfranchised by the Reform Bill. 


Old Sarum 
Newtown, 1. W. 
St Micliael 
Gatton • 
Bramlier • 
Bossinev . 
Dunwich . 
Ludgertball 
St. Mawh^s 
Bearatston 
West Looa » 
Rt. Germatti*s 
Newport C. 
Blecninglev 
Aldboruugh 
Camel ford 
iiittdun • 


12 

68 

97 

145 

97 

1006 

232 

555 

459 

593 

2586 

1084 

1203 

2475 

1359 

921 
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East Looe 
Cittfe Castle 
Great Bedwiti . 
Yarmouth 
Queenborou|;h • 
Castle Kisinj^ 

Kattt Grinsteacl . 
Higham Ferrers 
Wendover . • 

Weobly . 
Winchelsea 
Tregony . 

HaHlemere 
Saltash • 

Grford . 

Callitigion • 

Newton, L. 
llchester . 
Boroughbridgu . 
Stockbridge 
Romney, N. 

Hedon 
Plymptori 
Seaford • 

Heytesbury • 
Steyiiing . • 

Whitchurch 
Wootton Basset , 
Duwntoii . 

Fowey 

Mtlliorne Port • 

Aldbiirgh . • 

Miiiehead . • 

BishopN Castle • 
Okehanipton • 
Appleby . 

Lustwithiel • 
Brackley « • 

Amersham • 

i'upu/ation the tiiimiy 
which the Reprenettlaiivei 
io oNB hy ihe Hrjhrm Jet, 

Petersfield 
Ashburton 
Kye . 

West bury . 

Wareham , 

Midhtirst . 

Woodstock 

Wilton 

Malmesbury 

Liskeard 

Keigate 

Hythe 

Droitwich . 

Lyme Regis 
Launceston 
Shaftesbury 
Thirsk , 
Ghristchtirch 
Horsham • 

Great Grimsby 
Caine 


863 

Arundel 


2804 

960 

St Ives 


4776 

2191 

Rye • 


3715 

.386 

Ciitheroe 


5213 

786 

Morpeth 


5156 

888 

Helston 


3293 

3364 

North Allei ton 


5118 

965 

Wallingford 


2543 

2008 

Dartmouth 


4597 

819 

772 

New Boroughs empowered 

to return i 

1127 

Mbmukus to farliamenU 

849 

3029 

MaucheHter . 


187,022 

1.302 

Birmingham . 


142,251 

1388 

I^eds . 


123,323 

2137 

Greenwich . 


62,009 

975 

Sheffield 


90,657 

930 

Sunderland • 


43,078 

851 

Devonport 


44,454 

378 

Wolverhampton 
Tower Hamlets 


67,414 

1080 


339,820 

804 

Finsbury 


244,077 

1098 

Maryleliuiie . 


240,294 

1413 

Lambeth 


203,329 

1436 

Bnltun 


41,195 

1673 

Bradford • 


23,233 

1896 

Blackburn 


27,091 

3961 

Brighton 


40,684 

1767 

HaiiiaK . 


15, .382 

2072 

MacclesOebl . 


23,129 

1538 

Oldham • 


50,513 

1494 

Stockpoi t 


25,469 

1729 

St oke-upon-Trent 


52,946 

2055 

Stroud 


13,721 

1359 

1074 

New Boroughs empowered to return ( 

2107 

Memubr to parliament. 

2816 


A shtun> u nder*Ly ue 

.33,597 

UOROUOIIS, of 

Bury 


15,086 

were reduv.ed 

Chatham 


19,000 


f'^hedtenham • 


22,94*2 


Dudley . • 


23,043 

1423 

Frome • • 

• 

12,270 

4165 

Gateshead • 

• 

15,177 

2313 

Hudders6eld • 

• 

31,041 

7324 

Kidderminster 

• 

14,981 

2325 

Kendal . 


11,265 

1478 

Rochdale 


25,764 

1320 

Salford . 


50,810 

1997 

Stnith Shields 


18,756 

2785 

Tynemouth • 
tVakefield . 


16,926 

iim 


12,232 

8:i97 

M’alsall 


15,060 

2287 

Warrington • 


16,018 

2487 

Whitby 


10.390 

2621 

iS3t 

Wbileliaven 
Merthyr Tydvil 


17,808 

2835 

1399 

5103 

4.25 

4795. 
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Regittered Electors in the United Kingdom, 


In the years 1834-5, the number was as follows: — 


England, 

Walti, 

Scotland. 

Ireland, 

Thtal, 

Counties 357 053 

tl6,796 

3G,677 

65,358 

485,884 

Boroughs 273,668 

11,128 

36,043 

32,648 

353,487 

Total 630,721 

Male Population in 1831 : — 

37,924 

72,720 

98,006 

839^871 

Englanji. 

fVa/eit. 

Scotland, 

Ireland. 

Total, 

Total 6,376,627 

394,563 

1,114,816 

3,794,880 

11,680,886 

2(1 > ears of age . • 3,199,984 

Centesimal proportion of 
electors to male popula- 

194,705 

54a,8-.'l 

I ,867,765 

5,812,276 

tion, 20 years of age 19*71 

Total registered electors 

19*47 

12-8C 

5*24 

14-44 

in 1832 .... 619,213 

37,124 

64,447 

92,153 

812,936 


In 1835-6 the number of registered 
electors had increased over the registration 
of 1834-5, in the English counties. 78,297, 
equal to 21 percent; in Wales 5,102, equal 
to 19 per cent,; in Scotland 5,208, eqttal 
to 14 per cent The borough electors in 
England had increased 28,052, equal to 
10 per cent. 

Comparing 1834-5 with the first regis- 
tration under the Reform Act, in 1832, it 
appears that the number of registered 
electors in the interval, in the United 
Kingdom, had increased 26,435, equal to 
3^ per cent. 

The county population in Britain was 
estimated, in 1832, at 10,446,241 ; borough 
population, 5,816,060. Mem!>ers for coun- 
ties, 189; members for boroughs. 361. So 
that the county population was two to one 
against the toum, and the town reptesen- 
tation two to one against the county. 

In Ireland the case is diOerent. The 
county representation exceeds the borough 
represeiitaiton ; but the county population 
is rated at 7,000,000, and the borough at 
little more thau 700,000. Taking Britain 
and Ireland together, the ])opulatiuii of 
cities and boroughs is about ooe-third of 
the population ol counties, and the electors 
fir counties are to the electors for towns 
about as four to three. 

The above statements of the number of 
electors do not iiiclurle the universities of 


Oxford and Cambridge, Trinity Collcirt* 
Dublin, nor the Isle of Wight. 

The number of indivirluals is less than 
the number of electors on the register. The 
same elector being occasionally inserted 
twice or oltener, in res|wct of different 
rights of voting for the county and borough, 
as freeholder, occupier, and burgess. 

The number who actually vote in a 
general election is always less than the 
number registered. But no official return 
is made of the votere ; the returning officers 
sending to the crown office only the names 
of the members elected, leaving to the 
newspapers to record the state of the poll, 
which is frequently incorrect. 

The number of voters will also depeml 
on the number of contested elections. 
The number of contests in 1835 was 225 ; 
in 1837, 244. The number of votes given 
in the former for sir R. Peel’s parliament 
was estimated to amount to 595,000 ; in 
the latter, for viscount Melbourne's, to 
about 760,000. 

According to calculations founded on 
the report of a parliamentary committee 
on election expenses, in 1834, it appears 
that 170 members for boroughs, being just 
oiie-balf of those returned in England and 
Wales, are elected by 49,153 persons 
Ireing on the average 1 member for every 
289 electors. 


Of theee, 32 placet whose coastituenciee do not exceed 300, return 44 members. 
23 pfacii where the number of electors is between 

300 and 400, „ 34 

20 places where the electors are between 400 and 500, „ ,3 1 
13 ,, 500 and 600, „ 21 

16 ,, 600 and 700«, „ 24 

10 ,, „ 700 and BOO, „ 16 

114 170 

The borough ineludetl, which has the I Thetford, in tlie county of Norfolk. In 
smaliest number of registered vutesi is | tha} place 146 electors return 2 membet*'* 
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There are on^y four other boroughs, the that must be admiited to he a great im 
numbers of whose electors are under 200. provement, which has transferred even to 
These are Ashburton with 198, Reigate this comparatively small proportion of the 
with 152, Caine with 191, and Westbury people a franchise which was previously 
with 185 electors. These places return exercised by a very few individuals, be- 
only one member each. longing chiefly to the aristocracy. 

It can hardly be thought that the sys- The expenses of the revising barristers 
tern of representation has been rendered were, in 1834,22,500/.; in 1835,32,700/; 
too popular, when it is thus shown that in 1836,44,704/. 

70 members — lieing more than one-fourth The following tables will show the in- 
of the total number of representatives for creasing quantity of business that has 
the United Kingdom — are returned by come before the house of commons during 
49,153 electors, a number forming no more the present century, the quantity of busi- 
than the 118th part of the males above ness discharged, and the duiation of each 
twenty years of age. At the same time | session. 

yolumet ^ Session Ai. Papers ordered to he printed. 


Sets. 


Sen. 


Sen. 

Po/s. 

Sen. 

Pots. 

1801 

7 . 

. 1810 . 

15 . 

. 1819-20. 

4 . 

1829 

. 26 

1801-2 . 

7 . 

. 18UM . 

11 . 

. 1820 . 

12 . 

1830 

. 33 

1802-3 . 

10 . 

. 1812 . 

11 . 

. 1821 . 

23 . 

1830-1 

. 16 

1803-4 . 

11 . 

. 1H13 . 

14 . 

. 18-^2 . 

22 . 

1831 

. 20 

1815 

11 . 

. 1813-4 . 

14 . 

.1823 . 

19 . 

1832 

. 48 

1806 . 

19 . 

. 1814-5 . 

13 . 

. 1824 . 

24 . 

1833 

. 43 

1806-7 . 

9 . 

. 181(i . 

19 . 

. 1825 . 

27 . 

1834 

. 51 

1807 . 

5 . 

. 1817 . 

17 . 

. 1826 . 

29 . 

1835 

. 51 

1808 . 

15 . 

. 1818 . 

17 . 

. 1827-8 . 

20 . 

1836 

. 50 

1809 . 

12 . 

. 1819 . 

18 . 

. 1828 . 

27 . 

1837 



The average of the first ten yeats is only folio. (Hansard^s Letter to Sir R, H. In- 
13 volumes ; while the average of the last y/i#, Sen. Paper 600 — 1832.) So that the 
ten years is 30. The entire series of house now print more than three times as 
house of commons papers from 1701 to many papers in a year as they formerly 
1800 are contained in 15 volumes large | did in a century. 


Number of Petitions pretented. 


Year. Number 

y>a»*. 

Number* 

Year. 

Number. 

Year. 

Number. 

178.) , 

298 

1801 

192 . 

1811 . 

132 . 

1827 . 

3,635 

1780 , 

150 . 

1801-2 

158 • 

1812 . 

340 . 

1828 . 

4,074 

1787 . 

9S . 

1802-3 

367 • 

1812-3 

1,699 

1829 . 

4,041 

1787-8 

201 . 

180.3-4 

108 . 

I8I3-4 

1 ,479 . 

1830 . 

2,522 

1788-9 

127 . 

1804-5 

141 • 

1814-5 

848 . 

1830-1 

10,220 

Sum . , 

. 880 


1 ,026 


4,498 


24,492 

Average 

176 


205 


899 


4,896 


From this table it will be seen that the here absent at prayers were liable to a fine 
ratio of increase in the public petitions of one shilling, and, if absent for a whole 
presented within the Iasi twenty-five years day, to a fine of five shillings. The hour 
has been as 24 to I, and since the close of from which the fine of one shilling should 
the war as 6 to 1 ; that the utimt)er re- be exigible, was afterwards altered to nine 
ceived in 1831 alone was nearly twice, and oVinck. In those primitive times the 
the number received during the fourth House rose at noon; and so determined 
period nearly six times, as gicat os the were the members to observe this rule, that 
number received during the whole of the any one who commenced a new motion after 
three preceding periods taken together. twelve o'clock was liable to a fine of five 
Hourt of Skttmff, — In 1606 an onler was shillings. — d/ercaWi, 14 Februnrii^ 1643. 
moved and settled for the meeting of the The hour for commencing public business 
House at eight o'clock in the morning. In was, after the Revolution {Nov, 19, 1694), 
1614, seven o'clock was made the hour of altered to ten o’clock; at a later perioil, 
meeting; and all second readings of bills ton o’clock was fixed as the hour of the 
were direcU*d to be proceeded with at eight House’s meeting, and so nominally con- 
u’clock. Ten years after this period, the tinned up to tlie meeting of the Reform 
time of meeting was fixed at half-past Parliament, when new regulations (ite p, 
seven o’clock. In 1641, eight o’clock was 931) were adopted both as resi>ects peti 
appointed the hour for prayers, and all iqem- tions and tlie hours of business 
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’flMf showmff the public and private business completed by the Housk ov Commonh from 
ISOf) tit 1832 inclusive ; with the times of meeting and proroguing, and the time occupied 
bg each Session of the House, 


Year, 

Public 

Acts. 

1806 

158 

1806—7 

56 

1807 

78 

1808 

152 

1809 

129 

1810 

119 

1811 

128 

1812 

165 

18(3 

162 

1814 

190 

1815 

196 

1816 

142 

1817 

1.32 

1818 

101 

1819 

138 

1819—20 

14 

1820 

119 

1821 

123 

1822 

127 

1823 

100 

1824 

115 

1825 

134 

1826 

79 

1827 

75 

1828 

95 

1829 

63 

1830 

75 

1.830—31 

27 

1831 

60 

1831—2 

— 


Private 

Acts. 

Cbmmencee 

226 

21 Jan. 

268 

15 Dec. 

268 

22 June 

234 

21 Jan. 

304 

19 Jan. 

314 

23 Jan. 

295 

1 Nov. 

289 

7 Jun. 

295 

24 Nov. 

298 

4 Nov. 

212 

8 Nov. 

163 

1 Feb. 

140 

28 Jan. 

153 

27 Jail. 

208 

14 Jan. 

167 

23 Nov. 

167 

21 April 

187 

23 Jan. 

161 

5 Feb. 

167 

4 Feb. 

213 

3 Feb. 

282 

3 Feb. 

201 

2 Feb. 

184 

14 Nov. 

175 

29 Jan. 

205 

5 Feb. 

204 

4 Fell. 

80 

26 Oct. 

114 

14 June 

— 

6 Dec. 


SKSKION 

Terminated 

23 July 

27 April 
14 Aiiu'* 

4 July 

21 Juil;} 

21 Junu 

24 July 
30 July 

22 July 

30 July 
12 July 

2 July 

12 July 

10 June 

13 July 

28 Feb. 

23 Nov. 

11 July 
6 Aug. 

19 July 
2 > June 

6 Jul/ 

31 May 
2 July 

28 July 

24 Juno 
23 July 
22 April 

20 Oct. 
16 Aug. 


Sitting 

Sitting 

l)nys. 

Hours. 

125 

645 

86 

434 

45 

272 

111 

829 

97 

746 

97 

802 

135 

588 

137 

856 

1.36 

776 

127 

476 

119 

654 

91 

667 

100 

,587 

84 

488 

118 

774 

34 

563 

69 

56.1 

104 

86 li 

105 

858 

9ti 

771i 

86 

622 

91 

687 

64 

4:>7 

106 

645J 

111 

777 

79 

540 

105 

856 

90 

640 

98 

918 

148 



K«»r the nia«« of bu'*inis«i ♦liscltaftfe*!, p. 937. and the iHibiiiooa of subsequent 
and the hourii of sitting, during the fiist years is enumerated in thu Chromvle ut 
session of the reformed parliameui, see the clwse of each p.iiliami ntary session. 


ECOLESIASTICaI. STATiSTlCS. 

'fhe subjoined tables of the amount and 
distribution of the revenues of the church 
of Kngiand, are abstracted from the re- 
ports of the ecclesiastical cunimi''sionerH, 
es}«ciaily the important reimrt on eccle- 
siastical revenues, dated June 16, 1835. 
The fetiims of revenue were made on the 
avengu of the three years eniJiiig Decem- 
ber 31, 1831. According to these returns, 
the fftoss annual revenues of the English 
chttr^ are 3^738«^51/. ; the net annual 
re venues, 3, 431176/ /. These revenues are 
thus distributea : — 

Gross tevenne. Net rrvsnaif. 

Archbishops and 

idshops . • £181 >631 £160,092 

Dignitaries . . 300,095 274,754 

Hectors and vtes»3A97,225 3,004,721 


Net yearly income 
and Hi 

Canterbury . 
York . . . 

St. Asaph 
Bangor 

Bath and VV ells 
Bristol . • 

Carlisle . 
f-hester . . 

Chichest*'r • 
St. David's . 
Durham . • 

Kly * . * 

Exeter , • 

Gloucester 
Heretord . • 

L'chfteld and 
Lincoln • 
LlatidalT • 
London « 


f the Archbishops 
hops. 

£19,182 
12,629 
6,301 
4,464 
5,946 
2,361 
2,213 
3,261 
4,229 
1,897 
19,066 
11,106 
2,713 
2,282 
2, .516 
3,923 
4,542 
924 
13,929 


entry 
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Norwich • . . . £5^395 

Oxford . • • . 2,648 

Peterborough • • 3,103 

lliichester • • • 1 ,459 

Sitlisbury .... 3,939 

Winchester • , . 11,151 

Worcester . . . 6,569 

S.)dor and Man • . 2,555 

Average amount of epiicopal income, 
if eriually divided, 5936/. Tne cornmis- 
hioiiers, ill their report dated hlarch 7, 
183.), recomiiieiid various alterations ut‘ 
the boundaries ot' the dioceses, the union 
of the set's of Ll iiidaff* and Bristol, and 
those of St. Asaph and Bangor, and the 
ereetton of two iifW sees in the province of 
York, one at Manchester, the other at 
Hipoi). Speaking of the incomes of the 
^ees, they say.— “ We are of opinion that 
where the annual income of a bishop 
amotiiits to d50(i/. it is not necessary to 
make any addition ; nor would we recom- 
mend an\ diminution unless it exceeded 
5500/. 13 ot We think that the two arch- 

hiNhoprics, and the liishops of London, 
JJuiham, and Winchester, ought to have 
a larger provision than the rest.” Actmid- 
ingly in a subsequent Kepott, dated 
May 20, 1836, the coniniissioners Hxed 
the average incomes of the^* duicc'es as 
follows: — Canterbury, 15,000/. ; York, 
10,000/.; London, 10,000/.; Darham. 
8000/.; Winchester, 9000/. Agreeably 
with these suggestions, the established 
church bill of 1836, the 6 & 7 Win, 4, c. 
77, fixing the future incomes of the pre- 
lates, was passed. 

Net yeor/y income of the C.\THKoaAi. 
AND C01.L.K0IATR Foundations, diviiible 
bff the Chaptere, and the number 0 / perntng^ 
1 ) kan , Canons, or PniiiiKNuiRiKs, among 
whom it is d ri Jeff. 


Found'd tun. 

Iversons. 

Revenue, 

St. .\saph 

13 

£382 

Bristol • 

7 

.3,022 

Oan ter bury . 

13 

14,377 

Carlisle . 

. 5 

4,809 

Chester . 

7 

634 

Chichester . 

5 

3,721 

St. David's . 

. 6 

1,176 

Durham 

13 

20,899 

Kly . 

9 

6.069 

Kxeter • 

9 

5,963 

Gloucester , 

7 

3,440 

Hereford • 

6 

3,247 

Richfield 

. 7 

1,183 

Lincoln . . 

4 

6,959 

Lluiidatf . « 

13 

533 

Norwich - . 


4,992 

Oxford . . 

, 9 

15,700 

8t. Paul’i . 

. 4 

9,048 

Peterborough 

. 7 

3,918 

Rochester • 

, 7 

4J809 

S.li^biiiy 

* 7 

2799 


Fbundaiion, 

Persons, 

Revenue, 

Wells . • . 

7 

£6 ,445 

W inchester . 

13 

10,63) 

Worcester • 

11 

8,698 

York . . . 

5 

) ,650 

Manchester . . 

5 

3,981 

Middlebain • 

2 

455 

Hipon 

10 

265 

Southwell • 

16 

954 

Westminster 

15 

19,543 

17,819 

Windsor 

13 

Wolveriiampton 

1 

641 


From the above it appears there are 
thirty-two cathedral and collegiate found- 
ations, whose net divisible revenues 
amount to 184,123/., and that the number 
of persons among whom this aggregate 
revenue is divided is 261 ; making the 
annual average share of each 705/. 
There are also 10 minor incorporations of 
canons, who have an aggregate revenue of 
4754/., divisible among 69 persons, making 
the average share of each 68/. 

In addition to the aggregate revenues 
above of the chapters, there are separate 
revenues of the several prebends, and other 
ecclesiastical prelerments in cathedrals 
and collegiate churches, the net yearly 
income of which is 44,705/. 

The total amount of kinks received on 
renewals of leases during the three years 
ending 1831, in addition to the average 
net yearly income, was 65,280/. 

The cathedral chapters are of two kinds : 
first, the deans ami chapters of the old 
foundation ; secondly, tliose of the nrw 
foundation. The toimer class compre- 
hends all those cathedral establishments 
which were founded at tliflerent periods 
before the reign of Henry VIII.; the 
latter, those which were founded by let- 
ters-patent from the crown, confirmed by 
parliament about the time of the Refonn- 
ai'on. The old f.nmdations comprise 
imt only the deau and canons-residenti- 
ary, who coin\»ose the chapters of each, 
but various oiher prel)eiiUaries, who are 
not required to keep any residence at the 
cathedral, nor to ])erforin any other duty 
except that of preaching one or two ser- 
mons in each j’esur. The prebendaries who 
are not residentiaries have no share of the 
corporate revenues, except, in soine cases, 
small fixed payments, but in most instances 
possess each a separate endowment. 
In the chapters on the new foundation, on 
the contrary, there are no prebendaries 
besides the residentiaries, and except at 
Durham and Ely they have no separate 
estates. The dean, independently of sta- 
tutahle allowances, mostly double tbow of 
the prekamdnries, receives, on the division 
of the fiuos a share. 
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Net annua / income of Bsnevices and Curates’ average Stipends. 


Dioceses. BeneQces. Total Income. Average. Oumtes. Sti|M!itds. 


St. Asaph • 


. 14.1 

£38,840 

£271 

43 

^82 

Bang«>r • 


. 123 

31,06! 

252 

61 

80 

Bath and Wells 


. 430 

109,397 

256 

231 

80 

Bristol . 


. 25.1 

71,397 

232 

133 

80 

Canterbury 


. 346 

110,0)0 

318 

74 

84 

Carlisle . 


. 124 

21,777 

175 

44 

83 

Chester • 


. 630 

159,372 

252 

267 

87 

Chichester • 


. 267 

75,522 

282 

122 

77 

St. David's 


, 409 

56,317 

137 

207 

55 

Durham 


. 19-2 

67,639 

352 

98 

87 

Kly 


, 150 

53,000 

353 

75 

87 

Kxeter • • 


. 613 

174,275 

284 

323 

89 

Gloucester • 


, 283 

77,429 

273 

143 

79 

Hereford • 


» 321 

87,987 

274 

157 

82 

Lichfield and Coventry 

, 610 

159,073 

260 

307 

81 

Lincoln • 


, 1,251 

3.58,073 

286 

629 

77 

Llandaff • • 


. 192 

34,077 

177 

113 

59 

London • • 


. 640 

255,429 

399 

351 

100 

Norwich • 


. 1,026 

321,823 

313 

523 

73 

Oxford . 


, 196 

49,088 

250 

103 

77 

Peterborough . 

• 

293 

93,650 

319 

139 

81 

Rochester 

• 

94 

39,007 

414 

60 

109 

Salisbury 

• 

398 

127,459 

320 

223 

81 

Winchester • 

• 

419 

143,614 

342 

202 

98 

Worcester . 

• 

223 

69,655 

312 

111 

81 

York 

• 

891 

216,005 

242 

390 

75 

Sodor and Man 

• 

23 

3,623 

157 

3 

70 



10,540 i:3,004,639 

£285 

5,232 

£81 


179 benefices were not returned to the 
commissioners, but the value of them has 
been included in the average vstimate, cal> 
culated upon the average of those re- 
turned. 

The total number of benefices in Eng- 
land and Wales, including those nut re- 
turned, but exclusive of those annexed to 
other preferments (*i4 in number) is 10.718. 

Iftiie amount of the curates’ stiiiends, 
which is included in the income of the in- 


cumlieiits, be abstracted therefrom, the ag- 
gregate net income of incumbents, or 
rather of benefices ^fur, many of the incum- 
bents being pluralijvts, the number of indi- 
viduntt is considerably less than that of bent^ 
will be reduced to ‘.*,679,961/., giving 
an average of 244/. to each. 

The two mu?»t val liable livings are the 
rectory of StHiihope, in Northumberland, 
484.'!/. ; and the rectory of Doddington, in 
Cambriilgeshire, 7306/. per annum. 


Patronage of Btnefvee, 


Dioceses. Crown. Bishopi 


St. .Xsaph 

• 

• 

2 

120 

Bangor . 

• 


6 

78 

Bath aud WelU 

• 

21 

29 

Bristol • 


t 

12 

15 

Canterbury 


• 

18 

148 

Carlisle • 


• 

4 

20 

Chester • 


a 

26 

34 

Chichesti'r 


• 

19 

31 

St. David** 


a 


102 

Durliam • 


• 

t? 

45 

Kly. 


a 

2 

31 

Rxeter . 


• 

63 

44 

Ghmeester 


• 

29 

30 

Carried forward 

277 

727 


Chap- 


l.’nivpr- 

Private 

Corp*- 

lers. 

tarit'it. 

MlirH. 

Ownur*. 

fiitiuus. 

• a 

2 

1 

19 

— 

1 

7 

3 

29 

— 

39 

103 

23 

224 

4 

11 

42 

14 

159 

10 

36 

,36 

14 

87 

•j 

27 

19 

3 

54 

* . 

34 

227 

13 

299 

6 

21 

49 

1.5 

130 

. • 

16 

61 

12 

159 

s • * 

36 

28 

4 

66 

. • 

21 

13 

46 

39 

* * 

69 

117 

11 

309 

5 

35 

40 

2% 

133 

3 

346 

744 

185 

1/07 

30 
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DUn^mi. ('rown. Bishops. 


Brought forward 277 

727 

Hereford , • 


26 

36 

Lichfield and Coventry 

33 

18 

Lincoln . 


1)6 

73 

Lluiidafl. « 


14 

6 

London . 

• 

75 

86 

Norwich. • 

• 

95 

85 

Oxford • 

• 

12 

13 

Peterborough . 


31 

18 

Kuchester 


10 

15 

Salisbury . 


35 

39 

Winchester 


30 

53 

Woict'ster 


20 

14 

York 


103 

57 

Sudor and Man 


15 

8 

Total 

. 

95i 

1,248 


The above claasificatioii comprisei only 
the |)atroiia(re retut neei to the Cominia- 
HiuiicrM. Theie are 178 non- returns, and 
8G returned, timitiinp^ the patronage. 

As the patronage is fre 4 ueutly divided 



Dignl- 

Uuivet- 

Private 

('orpo> 

u*rs. 

taries. 

siiltts. 

O'vners. 

Tiitiuiis. 

346 

744 

185 

1707 

30 

26 

54 

11 

179 


10 

122 

6 

391 

5 

63 

177 

102 

688 

, , 

23 

19 

7 

J18 

, , 

53 

105 

68 

277 


47 

124 

86 

596 

13 

22 

16 

59 

78 

, , 

12 

40 

32 

171 

, . 

17 

8 

4 

44 

. , 

44 

67 

60 

154 

. • 

15 

79 

53 

197 

, , 

38 

39 

15 

98 

. , 

61 

257 

33 

397 

5 

•• 

•• 

• • 

1 

• • 

787 

1,851 

721 

5,096 

53 


between different classes of patrons, and is 
included under each, it is obvious that tbu 
aggregate total of the above numbers wilt 
not agree with the total number of beite- 
lices. 


^/tpropriaiiont and impropriationg» 


Diticeses. 


Cruuii, 

Bitliupii. 

Chap* 

ters*. 

Digui- 

iiiriev. 

ITniver- 

sitiet. 

Private 

Owners. 

St. Asaph 



12 

10 

8 


27 

Bangor . • 



11 

7 

7 


29 

Bath and Wells . 



9 

27 

3’i 


105 

Bristol • • 



1 

16 

11 

2 

48 

Canterbury • 



48 

46 

12 

8 

49 

Carlisle « • 



8 

30 

3 

2 

28 

Chester • • 



21 

28 


15 

113 

Chichester • 



7 

11 

19 

5 

67 

St. David's • 



18 

-.0 

49 

4 

124 

Durham . 



7 

28 

7 

13 

61 

Kly . 



10 

26 

, , 

19 

27 

Kxeter 



5 

61 

23 

4 

156 

Gloucester • 



11 

32 

2 

3 

54 

Hereford . 



20 

25 

U 

12 

80 

Lichfield aiid Coventry 


8 

20 

49 

5 

2 49 

Lincoln • • 

a 


39 

4S 

36 

31 

347 

Llundaif . 

• 


10 

30 

9 

4 

4j 

Loudon • • 

• 


13 

26 

16 

16 

144 

N orwich . 

• 


47 

48 

2 

22 

197 

Oxford . . 

• 


7 

18 

5 

27 

36 

Peterborough . 



8 

10 

1 

6 

65 

Koebester • 



3 

13 

1 

4 

21 

Salisbury. 



6 

37 

23 

21 

93 

Winchester 



3 

8 

16 

29 

78 

Worcester , 

• 


4 

25 

8 

3 

43 

York 

• 

7 

40 

r»*i 

79 

26 

265 

Sudor and Man 

• 

8 

6 




1 

Total • 

# 

38 

385 

702 

438 

281 

2,552 


C nr|io> 
ral.ous. 


43 


An appropriation it when the tilhet of a 
benefice, instead of l>emg in the hands of 
the parson, are a|ipro{#nated to abithopric, 
prebend, college, or other tpirttual corpo- 
ration ; if in the hands of a layman^ it be* 
Comes an xmfroprmtiw* 


121 vicarages are partly, and 132 
wholly, endowed with the great tithes. 

TTie nund>er of vicarages of which the 
impropriations have nut l>een returned to 
the conimUbioner# is *23. 
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CUU»CH UV lUBLANl). 

The following summary is taken from 
the appendix to the first report (»f the 
commissioners of public instruction for 
Ireland. 

The total population of Ireland in 1834 
was 7,954,100; of which 6,436,060 were 
Homan catholics, 853,160 members of the 
established church, 643,058 presbyterians, 
and 21,882 belonged to other religious 
uenominations. It results from this state- 
ment that the proportion per cent, of each 
denomination to the total population is as 
follows : — Homan catholics, 80j{j^; mem- 
bers of the established church, 
firesbyteriaus, t other protestaut dis- 
senters, 

The number of places of worship in 
Ireland 18 4502; of which 2109 belong to 
Koman catholics, 1537 to the estahiished 
church, 452 to the presbyterians, and 404 
to various other sei'ts. 

The total number of parishes or eccle> 
siostical districts is 2408, and of this 
number 2351 possess a provision for the 
cure of souls, and 57, contamiug 3030 
members of the established church, are 
witliout any such provision. 

The total numoer of benefices is 1387, 
viz , 908 consisting of single parishes, and 
479 being unions of two or more parishes, 
in 87 of these unions the parishes are not 
contiguous. A glebe-house is attached to 
85 1 benefices ; to the other 536 no glebe- 
house is attached. 

The number of benefices in which there 
is more than one church is 118; in which 


there is only one church, 1059 ; in wliich 
tliere is no church, 210. 

The incumbent is resident on 890 bene- 
fices ; in 340 the incumbent is non- resident, 
but divine service is pertormed by bim or 
a curate in a place of worship ; and there 
are 157 benefices in which the incumbtoit 
is non-resident, and no divine service is 
performed. 

In five benefices the population is not 
more than 100 : in 7, is iirtween JOO and 
200; in 36, between 2t)0 and 500; in 
94, between 500 and 1000; in 368, be- 
tween 1000 and 3U00; in 278, between 
3000 and 5000 ; in 406, betwi eii 5000 and 
10.000 ; in 125, betwem 10,000 and 
15,000f ill 39, between 15,000 and 20,000; 
in 21 between 20,000 and 30,000; and in 
8 the population excieds 30,000. 

In 41 benefices there is not a single 
member of the established church ; in 99 
the number is under 20; in 124, there are 
more than 20, and not more than 50 ; in 
161. there are between 50 and 100 ; in 
224, between 100 and 200; in 286, be- 
tween 200 and 500; in 210. between 500 
anid 1000; in 139, between lOOO and 2000; 
,n 91, between 2000 and 5000 ; and there 
.re 12 benefices in whieli the number of 
members belonging to the established 
church excee<ls .5000. 

Ill the Irish tithe bill, introduced by- 
Lord Morpeth, June 3rd, 1836, it was nro- 
)osed to reduce the 1387 benefices of Ire- 
land to 1250, with an aver.*ge net income 

294/. Under this arrangement the 
ecciesiiuitical estiibtishment of the United 
Kingdom would have been as under; — 


Kngland and Wales 

Scotland 

Presbyterians of Ul>ter 
Kstablisheil Church in Ireland 


Bene- 

Of in- 

Pl.piila’ 


Square 

fices, 

come. 

Hull. 


Milea. 

10,718 

£2»5 

1,014 


5 

900 

'.'40 

2,770 

-Jl .048 

32 

2».0 

156 

2,500 

15,904 

40 

1,250 

-294 

68 1 

10,000 

13tol4 


Education . — The number of si hi»*.lH in 
Ireland, in connexion with the National 
Board, is 892; in connexion with the As- 
soi'iation for discountenancing vice, 203; 
Krusmiis Smithes fund, 1 15 ;Xtldare-street 
Miciety, 235; London Uiliemian society, 
filH ; other schools, 771. The proi>ortion of 
daily schools to the {lopulation is, therefote, 
as 1 to 824. In the ecclesiastical province 
of Armagh it is as 1 to 698 ; province of 
DuMin, I to 774 ; proriuce of (^shei, 1 to 
lUOS; province of Vnam, 1 to 994. 

The total number of children receiving 
d.iily invtniction is 63^946. Tfie prupur- 
litjo per cent, to the population is, the w 
foie. 7^: to the population of the province 
of Arrtmgh, 8^ ; province of Dublin^ 7|jJ ; 
Cashel, l uain, 


018SBMTKK8 IN KNClI.AND AKU WAI.KS, 

The following statement is ni»t derived 
from ufiictal sources. It is the result « f 
inquiries instituted by the dissenters into 
the nunil>eT of established and nun-esta- 
blished places of worship in Kngland »iid 
Wales, and the details from which the 
table was drawn up were first publiAh**d 
ill a supplement to the Ofagregaiionni 
Magazine for December 1829. In lb** 
abs«*ni’e of a more authorised document, it 
is probably the best and latest account 
extant of the distribution of religions de- 

uuminutions. and will conclude the subjovt 

of the Kcciesiastical Sioiisiics ot 
United Kingdom 



WlbLlAM IV. A.D. 1837. 


8iatemeni of the number of Diisrnting Chapkls ami Chuhcu Livings 
in Enyland and 


lied turd shi I B . 

Berkshire 

Bdckin^'hamHhire 

Cambruiireshire 

Cheshire 

Com wall 

Cumberland . 

Derbyshire 

Devonshire 

Durset»hii-e • 

Duriiam . . 


Gloucestershire , 

5 

4 

Hampshire * .1 

n 

4 

Heretbrdshire . .| 

Herlthrdshire . .! 

4 

1 

1 

Huntingdonsiiire . ! 

— 

1 

Kent . . . ,1 

8 

4 

Lancashire . i 

81 

3(i 

Lideestershire . .1 

7 

3 

LiiU’(dii>liire . 

li 

0 

London usd . l' 


I.-) 

Midd dieses ) 


Monmouthshire • 

4 


Norfolk . . . 

8 

1 

Northamptonshire 
Northumberland . 

dl 

lU 

1 

5U 

Nottinghamshire . 
Oxfordshire * • 

d 

8 

3 

3 


Somersetshire 
Staflordshire 
SufiUk. . 


VVarmckshire 
Westmoreland 
Wiltshire • . 

Worcestershire 
Yorkshire . 
North Wales 
South Wales 


48 

8 

3u 1 

2iy 

3 

3y 4 


71 ll.i 
81 1 150 
lil) 100 


247 

412 

88 

248 

177 

81 

17.) 

413 

177 

290 

128 

4‘J 

25.S 

201 


;)UI! ‘JH7 
144: 


153 

303 

13ti 

97 

l.>2 

178 

99 

20.3 

M 

40 

102 

209 

264 

466 

213 

17S 

132 

4S6 

:oi 

142 
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JVDlCliLU BkTABl.ISHMKNTS. 


The total expenses on account of the 
mdicial establishments of the United 
Xin^dom amounted to l>022>751/. for the 
year ended 5th Januai^, 1836; and the 
following is a detail of the cost of each 
department : — 


JSj^/anfi.^Courta of justicCi namely £ 
Vice-chancellor .... 6,(M)0 

Master of the rolls . . • 3,546 

Chief and puisne judges, 

,, ,, king’s bench 28,500 

,, ,, common pleas 29,600 

,, ,, exchequer . 27,243 

Clerk of the hanaper • . 3,000 

Insolvent debtors’ court . . 12,307 

Compensation allowances for 

loss of fees and emoluments 69,670 


i:i79*766 


ScoiianfL — ^Paid out of the gioss 
revenue for the judicial esta- 
blishments . • . • . £84,192 


IreiatuL — Courts of justice: — 

Lord chancellor . • . • 7,195 

Muster of the rolls • . . 3,969 

Masters in ordinary utul others, 
court of chancery • . • 16,612 

Judges of the court of 

,, ,, hinge's bench 27,373 

,, ,, common pleas 25,443 

,, ,, exchequer . 34,069 

Judge of the prerogative court 3,UU0 

,, ,, admiralty . • 500 

Clerk, couit of errors . • . 277 

Commissioners, court of ai’peals 2 , 2 1 6 *' 
Insolvent debtors* court . • 8,222 

Taxing officers • • • 2,416 

Keg istrais to the judges . . 6,446 

Judges attending adjourned 

assizes 923 

Lodging money to judges • 1,252 

£138,902 


Emgiamd * — Police and criminal 
prosecutions • . • . 


£402,860 


Eight police othcfs . • 

Metiopolitan police , 

Mint prusecuti<u;s 

Law charges 

Bherifis* convict iutis • 
SiMlamd . — Criminal prosecutions 
ireiuMil * — Bariisiers of counties 
Cfiminai prosecutions • • 

Foltoe and watch, Dublin • 


52,300 

57,348 

8,000 

14.000 
7,713 

13.000 
14,486 

17.000 


£247,606 


England — Correction : — £ 

Convicts at home and abroad 57 , 194 
Bills drawn from New South 
Wales 170,167 


Penitentiary House . • • 16,362 

Criminal lunatics . • • . 2,629 

Commissioners to prevent traf- 
fic in slaves ..... 16 ,200 

Bills drawn on account of cap- 
tured negroes .... 24,000 

Ireiund , — Officers of pr is* ms . 4,144 

Expense of removing convicts 2,052 
Salary of process-servers • • 8,052 

Transpqrtatioii of felons • . 8,916 

Scotland , — Salaries to sheriiU and 

other expenses .... 62,580 


£372,286 


The total expenditure on account of 
judicial establishments fur the year 
ending Ja/i. 6th, 1837, was 1,010,184/. 

Mayiitralet and Jurors, 

Retuni of Maoistratbs in England and 
Wales, appointed by the lord chancellor; 
distiiigiiisning clergy and laymen; also 
the number of persons qualified and liable 
to serve on Jukibs in each county, under 
6 Geo. 4, c. 60, in the year ending Dec. 
31, 1536. 


Counties, 



CVryy. 

Lag, 

Jurors 

Bedford 



I!» 

'17 

1,469 

Berks . 



26 

95 

1,739 

Bucks . 



64 

90 

2,482 

Cambridge 



23 

28 

1,440 

Ciu'ster » . 



16 

68 

3,6(>0 

Coruu'.iil . 



36 

54 

3,747 

Cuiiiberiand 



16 

39 

2,810 

Derby . 



. . 

79 

3,209 

Devon . 



42 

144 

6,916 

Dorset , 



26 

43 

2,647 

Duriiaiii 



23 

69 

2,771 

K'Sex 



61 

119 

4,806 

(vluucester . 



49 

127 

0,316 

Hants • 



19 

131 

3,892 

Herefoid . 



68 

97 

2,3a 1 

Hertford 



44 

102 

1,731 

litintifigdoii 



7 

18 

897 

Kent 



2 

145 

6,146 

Lancaster . 



24 

151 

17,090 

Leicewier • 



17 

27 

2,691 

Lincoln 



62 

59 

6,7bl 

Middlesex . 



16 

153 

28,584 

Monmouth 



13 

44 

1,694 

Nuriblk 



78 

119 

5,178 

Northampton 



35 

49 

2,984 

Northumberland 


6 

40 

1,549 

Mvtiiu|{hain 

. 


10 

44 

2,689 

Oxford 

• 

« 

18 

63 

2,429 

Rutland 

. 

• 

3 

6 

272 


Carried forward 794 2240 125,486 
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Cui/nfics. 

C/m/u. 

Lav. 

Jurors. 

Brought ioYward 

794 2240 

125,485 

Salop . 


88 

106 

2,886 

Somerset . 


53 

97 

7,575 

Staifurd • 


16 

70 

6,092 

Suffolk 


58 

98 

4,533 

Surrey • 


39 

215 

11,042 

Sussex • • 



189 

4,969 

Warwick . 


24 

42 

5.700 

Westmoreland 


15 

18 

1,216 

Wilts . . 


18 

71 

3,882 

Worcester • 


44 

92 

3,854 

York . • 


103 

3U 

14,615 

Anglesea . 


7 

14 

765 

Brecon • 


24 

37 

1,044 

Cardigan • 


11 

53 

1,051 


Carried forward 12<J4 3633 173,709 


A.D. 1837. 

^ a>unlif$. Clergy. Lay. Juron 
Brought forward 1294 3633 173,70*1 


Carmarthen • • 

9 

75 

1,365 

Carnarvon 

14 

17 

996 

Denbigh • 

24 

41 

1,613 

Flint . 

15 

26 

1,027 

Glamorgan 

18 

36 

2,048 

Merioneth 

9 

14 

619 

Montgomery 

13 

31 

1,864 

Pembroke 

10 

35 

1,296 

Radnor • 


29 

795 


Total . 1324 4017 213,336 

The return of county magistrates is for 
about the year 1830, The number of per- 
sons qualified to serve onjuries is doubtless 
much greater, the returns being carelessly 
made and collected. 


KAST INDIA. COMPANY. 


Statement of the annual revenues and charges of India; also the interest of the Dkdt. 


1' ar. 

Gross 

Interest on 

Total 

Expense of 

Net surplus 

Surplus 

Revenue. 

Debts, 

Chargee. 

St. Helena, 

Revenue. 

Charge, 

1810 £16,547,654 

£2,159,019 

£16,137,390 

£83,821 

£326,434 


1811 

16,774,257 

2,196,691 

16,310,176 

81,220 

381,861 


1812 

10,689,039 

1,457,077 

14,847,901 
15, 333,. 361 

81,8:54 

1,759,284 


1813 

16,523,779 

1,491,870 

82,292 

1,107,126 


1811 

17,299,255 

1,537,434 

15,340,396 

*35,254 

1,863,59.5 


J8I5 

17,297,279 

1,502,217 

15,862,919 

92,087 

1,342,273 


1816 

17,232,818 

1,584,157 

16,8.58,220 

17,024,418 

201,748 

172.850 


1817 

18,077-, 577 

1,719,470 

*279,744 

773,415 


1818 

18,375,820 

7,53,018 

17,740,625 

255,569 

329,626 


1819 

19,459,017 

1,665,928 

19,404,077 

‘294,092 


£239,152 

1.S20 

19,230,462 

1,940,327 

19,183.475 

169,278 

. 

122,291 

1821 

21,352,241 

1,902,585 

19.605.740 

274,565 

1,471,9.36 


1S22 

21,803,1 OS 

1,932,83.5 

19, 648,451 

208,0.38 

1,946.619 


1823 

23,171,701 

1,694,731 

19,963.648 

1*20,093 

3, 087, *360 


1S24 

21,280,384 

1,652,449 

20,741,729 

11 2, ‘268 

426,387 


l.v2) 

20,750,183 

1,460,433 

22,086,221 

109,439 


1,445,687 

1^26 

21,12-^.388 

1,57.5,941 

24,057,600 

110,413 


3,039,625 

1''27 

23,383,497 

749.068 

23.323,179 

114,500 


54,182 

1.N2S 

22,863,263 

1,958,313 

‘23,9.33.266 

120,571 


1,190,474 

182) 

22,740,691 

2.121,165 

2 1,605,. 507 

113,054 

1,022,1.30 


I8h) 

21,695,207 

2,007,693 

‘20,461,605 

*33,004 

1,140,5*38 



Kstimated territorial re enue and charges of India for the year 1829-30. 



£1,781,171 

132,124 

80,763 

128,947 

105,671 

1,694,908 

3,323,925 

196,916 

145,696 

41,760 

607,691 

666.420 

339,410 

24,000 

516,201 

9,103,091 

£18,888,702 
3 Z 
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Brought forward 
Deduct for land-tax 

Total 


Estimated surplus charge 

1829-30 . . . £808, 5G9 


An account of the ei^rts and imports between Great Britain and all places east- 
ward of the Gape of Good Hope (except China) ; distinguishing the puivatb TUAUii 
from that of the East India Company : — ^ 


lean. 

By the E, /. 

EXPORTS. 

Private 

Total 

By the E. /. 

IMPORTS. 

Private 

Total 

Compitny, 

Trade* 

Expon'U* 

Company* 

Trade* 

Imports* 

£. 


£. 

£. 

£. 

£* 

£. 

IS14 

826,558 

1,048,132 

1,874,690 

4,208,079 

4,435,196 

8,643,275 

1.'«I5 

996,248 

1,569,513 

2,555,761 

3.016,5.56 

5,119,611 

8,136,167 

1816 

633,546 

638,382 

1,953,909 

2,589,453 

2,027,703 

4,402,082 

6,429,785 

1817 

2,750,333 

3,386,715 

2,323,630 

4,541,956 

6,865,586 

1818 

533,385 

3,018,779 

3,572,164 

2,30.5,003 

6,901,144 

9,206,147 

1819 

760,508 

971,096 

1,586,075 

2,347,083 

193,240 

4,683,-367 

6,615,768 

l8J0 

2,066,815 

3,037,911 

1,757,137 

4,201,389 

5,958.526 

im 

887,619 

2,656,776 

3,544,395 

1,743,733 

3,031,413 

4,775, 146 

1822 

606,089 

2,838,354 

3,444,443 

1,092,327 

2, 621, ,334 

3,713,66.3 

1»23 

458,f)50 

2,937,703 

3,416, 2:>5 

1,587,078 

4,334,973 

5,932,01.3 

1824 

654,783 

2,841,793 

3,496,578 

1,194,733 

4,410,347 

5,605,100 

1825 

598,. 553 

2,574,660 

3,173,213 

1,462,692 

4,716,083 

6,178,775 

1826 

990,965 

2,480,588 

3,471,552 

1,520,060 

5,210,866 

6,730,9*26 

1827 

805,610 

3,830,580 

4,636,190 

1,612,480 

4,068,537 

5,135,073 

5,681,017 

1628 

488,601 

3,9/9,072 

4,467,673 

1,930,107 

7,065,1?>0 

1829 

434,586 

3,665,678 

4,100,264 

l,59.j,442 

4,624,842 

6,218,284 

1880 

195,394 

3,891,917 

4,087,311 

1,593,566 

4,085,505 

5,679,071 


Commerce with India was nearly sta- ported to China has increased from 
tionary from 1805 to 1814; the partial o42,862/. in 1834« to 1,074,708/. in 1835. 
opening of the trade to individual enter- and to 1,326,368/. in 1836. 
prise in the latter year gave an impulse During the last sevfii years of the com- 
tu exports, particularly since 1826 ; so that, pany’s exclusive privilege, the iny>ortatioii 
coutras'ing the amount of commerce in of raw silk from China averaged 77,136/A#. 
1814 with 1 835, there had been an increase per annum ; in 1834 the quantity imported 
of 133 per cent. The iipening of the trade rose to 582,834/As, In the article of Ika 
with China gave afarthei impulse to mer- the increase was 1 1,449,5. M/A#, in the im- 
cuntile intercourse with the East. This ports. The returns on the next page is a 
trade was thrown open on the expiration comparative statement ot the importation 
of the charter of the East India Company of tea, before and subse<|ueiit to the open- 
in April 1831. Since that time the de- ing of the trade ; — 
dared value of English manui'aciures ex- 


£22,301,916 Brought forward . £18,888,702 
247,500 Interest on debts . 2,139,117 

£22,034,416 . 21,027,819 

Expenses of St. Helena . 93,004 

Charges paid in England 1 ,742, 162 

Total of charges . . 22,862,985 

Deduct revenues . • 22,054,416 



Comparative Statement of the Qiiantitios of Tea imjuirtt d into the United Kingdom in the Season 1833-4, being the last year of the East India 
Company's Monopoly, and the Season 1834-5, being the fiist year of Open Trade. 
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BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


COLONIAL STATISTICS. 

Kuturn from each Colony or Fohxion Possession of the British Grown : stating the year in 
which it was captured, ceded by '<reaty, or settled; the number of the Pufui ation, tiis* 
tiuguishing white iVuni coloured, and free from slaves ; also the value of exports uiid im- 
POUTS into each of those colonies. 

Those with n * affixed have a Legislative Assembly ; those without are governed by 
or.lers of the king iu council. T. denotes ceded by treaty ; c. captured ; a. settled by tin, 
British power. 
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The fulhvnnfj is an^accomit of the value of 
Z/ir* IMPORTS intOy and v.^jfovcn fromt each 
Colony in the year 1833 : — 

Iitiportg. Exports. 

£. £. 

1,605,144 965,026 

519,215 409,464 


Canada 

New Branswick . 

Nova Scotia (in-^ 
eluding Cape > 
Breton) J 

Cape Breton 
Prince Edward’s! 

Island • • ) 

Newfoundland • 

Antigua 

Barhadocs . • 

Buminica • • 

Grenada • 
Demerara and Es-^ 
sequibo • 

Berbice • 
Jiiinaica 
Montserrat . 

Nevis • 

St. ( hristopher 
St. Lucia . 

St. Vincent 
Tobiigo 
Trinidad • 

Tortola • 
Bermuda • 
Bahamas • 
Mauritius . 


757,620 

10,324 

1,693 

595,909 

170,334 

438,679 

38,421 

114,179 

487,229 

70,345 

1,519,452 

a.005 

28,030 

71,703 

34,723 

120,763 

54,731 

287,453 

10,006 

86,145 

107.399 

593,382 


431,385 

28,608 

3,956 

715,098 

183,285 

418,351 

119,528 

281,130 

1,577,615 

258,954 

2,489.797 

18,885 

44,729 

102,378 

63,510 

283,170 

106,589 

208,440 

31,105 

13,522 

76,614 

636,089 


Ceylon • . 

Cape of Good Hope 
New South Wales 
V an Diemen’sLand 
Malta • 
Ionian Islands 
Sierra Leone 


\320,891 
’394, ,52 1 
693,990 
237,023 
503,444 
563,611 
93,786 


1077 

100,470 

267,086 

a40,116 

119,420 

304,277 

250,669 

62,707 


Annual Cost to Britain^ as Military FMa- 
blishments, of ike undermentioned Colo- 
nies, taken from the Returns o/ 1832 : — 

Gibraltar • • 

Malta 

Cape of Good Hope 

Mauritius • • • 

Bermuda • • • 

Heligoland . • • 

Ionian Islands • 

Jamaica, Bahamas, and Hondu- 
ras . • 

Windward and Leeward Islands 
Lower and Upper Canada 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, 

Prince Kdward^s Island and 
Newfoundland • • 

Sierra Leone and Gambia • 

Ceylon • • • 

Western Australia • • 

New South Wales and Van 
Diemen’s Land • • 


£172,4,39 

100,462 

99,928 

99,332 

67,216 

500 

102,899 

141,605 

386,634 

208,248 


143,568 
28,, 002 
116,844 
3,481 


Total 


90,339 

£1,761,505 


Artual Expenditure incurred by the United Kingdom on account of the Canadas ; the 
drrlared / \tltte of British Exfiorts thereto^ and the Official Value of Imports and A>- 
portSf British aud Colonial, 



Actual 

Declared Value 

Official Value. 

Years. 

Expenditure. 

of British Exports. 

Imports. 

Expoits. 


£. 

£. 

£. 

£. 

n34 . 

. 220.78H 

. . 799,912 

61.3,596 

. . 1,3.39,625 

1835 • 

. 166,661 

. 1,184,985 

629,051 

. . 2, 127, .531 

1836 . 

. 259.380 

. . 1,539,153 

633,575 

. . 2,739,507 


Tuhnpikks in Great Britain, 

In 1829 the extent of turn pike- roads 
was, in Engbaud, 18,244 mdes ; W'ales, 
2 631 ; Scotland, 3,666 : total length in 
Britain, 24,541 miles. Between 1818 and 
lB‘2y the length of turnpikes had increased 
la England and M''ales 1000 miles. From 
accounts of turnpike trusts for the ytar 
nidinjr ;j|^ 1834, it appears there are 
111 England and \Vales 1,108 trusts; the 
luinibur of surveyors is 912 ; treasurers, 
clerks, 771. The following is the 
general state of the trusts in that year 

England. Wales. 

Income from tolls, fines, 

parish composition in 
lieu of statute-duty) 

V • • • 

Expenditure in labour, 
niateriaU, interest of 


Debts on bonds, mort- 
gages, and floating 

debts, &c. • . 7,980,744 472.646. 

The rents of all the turnpike-gates in 
Scotland for the vear preceding Whit 
Sunday, 1835)W.'is 254,678/. 

HlllPWKKCKS. 

1. Number of ships and vessels belong- 
ing to the United Kingdom which were 
wrecked or lost in the periods specified 
below, appears, by a return made to a 
Committee of the House of Commons, 
appointed to inquire into the causes of the 
increase of shipwieck, from the books of 
Lloyd's, to be as fnllows:— 

Number of Vessels Stranded or Wrecked. 



1816 . 

, 343 i 

1833 , 

595 

97.127 

1817 

, .362 

1831 . 

454 


1818 

469 

1 

1835’ , 

524 

lOJ.OS.t 


1,114 


1,573 
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Number of Vessels Missiug or Lost. 


1816 19 1833 56 

1817 40 1834 43 

1818 30 1835 30 

' 89 I 129 


Takini^ the number of vessels wrecked 
and lost in the two periods named above at 
the assumed value of 50004 for each ship 
and cargo, on the averag^e of the whole, 
the loss of prdfl^rty occasioned by these 
wrecks would amount, in the first three 
years, to 6,015,0004, being an average of 
2,005,0004 per annum ; and in the last 
three years to 8,510,0004, being, an ave* 
rage of 2,836,6664 per annum. 

2.* Number of ships in each of the yearg^ 
above specified of which theT entire crews 
were drowned.^thoiigh the exac^ number 
of each crew is nut stated, appears, from 
the books of Lloyd’s, to hava^ been as fol- 
lows > • * 

Number of Vessels tn each Year, of whiclv 
the entire Crews were Drowned. 


1816 

15 1333 

38 

1817 

19 1834 

24 

1818 

IS 1835 

19 


49 

81 


3. Number of persons drowned in each 
of the years specified, in addition to the 
above, and of which the number drowned 
belonging to each vessel is distinctly 
known, appears, by the same return from 
Lloyd’s books, to be as follows : — 

Number of Persons drowned in each 
Year by Ships named. 


1816 

945 

1833 

T)7‘J 

1817 

499 

1834 

. 57.S 

1818 

256 

1835 

564 


1,700 


ijTl 


4. Among the various causes of ship 
wreck which appear siiHceptihle of removal 
or diminution, the following appeared to 
the Committee to be the most frccpicnt 
and the most generally admitted: — De. 
fective construction of ships ; inadequacy 
of equipment; imperfect state of repair 
improper or excessive loading ; inappro- 
priatenCsM of form ; incompetency of mas- 
ters and officers; drunkenness of officers 
and men ; operation of marine insurance ; 
want of harbours of refuge ; imperfection 
if charts. 


Amount of Postage collected fti the undermentioned Cities and Towns of the United 
Kingdom, during the year 1834, cempared with the Gross Receipt during the years 
183« and 1833. 
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There are 54 four-horse mails in Eng- 
land and 49 pair-horHO mails. The great- 
est speed travelled is 10 miles 5 furlongs 
per hour ; slowest speed, 6 miles ; average 
speed per, hour 8 mHes 9 furlongs. The 
number of tour-horse mails in Scotland is 
10, and of pair-horse mails, 4. The great- 
est speed travelled is 10 miles 4 furlongs 
IHSt hour ; slowest speed 7 miles ; average 


8 miles 2 furlongs per hour. In Ireland 
there are 30 four-horse mails and 5 pair- 
horse mails. The greatest speed travelled 
is 9 miles 1 furlong; slowest speed 6 miles 
7 furlongs ; average speed 8 miles 2 fur- 
longs per hour. In Ireland there are 97 
mail-cars employed iii the conveyance of 
the mails. Their average speed is 6} 
miles per hour. 


Expenditure of County Rates in England and Wales. 


Heads of Charges. 

Expenditure. | 

- 1792,' 
or other Year. 

>832. 

or other Year. 


£ a. d. 

£ ». d. 

Bridges ..... 

42y237 0 0 

74,501 0 0 

Gaols, Houses of Correction, ^c, . 

92,319 0 0 

177,245 0 0 

Prisoners — Maintenance of, &c. 

45,785 O’ 0 

127,297 0 0 

Vagrants .... 

16,807 0 0 

28,723 0 0 

Prosecutions .... 

34,218 '0 0 

157,119 0 0 

Lieutenancy and Militia . 

16,976 0 0 

2,116 0 0 

Constables .... 

659 0 0 

'26,688 0 0 

Professional .... 

8,990 0 0 

31,103 0 O' 

Coroners .... 

8,153 0 0 

15,2’)4 0 0 

Salaries 

16,315 0 0 

51,401 0 0 

Incidental . ... 

I7,45'> 0 0 

32,931 1) 0 

Miscellaneous, Printing, &c, . 

15,890 15 7\ 

59,061 14 lOi 


315,805 15 7i 

783,441 14 lOi 

1 


ASSKSftKD TAXKS. 


The rental charg^<l to the assessed taxes 
in Britain amounted to 10,261,334/. in 
the year 1821; to 1 1 , 106,237/. in 1826; 
and to 12,629,980/. in 1832; but in 1825, 
the tax u;H)n hbuses rented under 10/. was 
repealed. Tliis produced, in the year pre- 
vious to the repeal, the sum of 1,171 ,667/. 
The total amount is distinguishetl into 
Hasses, which, for the year 1832, may thus 
he stated, together with the number of 
houses to which the amount was charged : — 
Rent. Houses. 


£10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

m 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

no 

m 


£15 

£1,653,481 

146,828 

20 

1,312,948 

79,745 

25 

1,103,281 

53,1.59 

30 

707 ,775 

27,477 

35 

970,8tt2 

31,869 

40 

653,932 

18,2H0 

45 

848,206 

20,994 

60 

357,9,33 

7,870 

55 

662,812 

13,183 

60- 

182, .356 

3,295 


583,178 

9,674 

70 

136,952 

2,086 

75 

355,703 

5,064 

80 

101,353 

1,384 

85 

385,467 

4,797 

90 

45,754 

533 

95 

181,926 

' 2,017 

100 

30*950 

324 

no 

417*126 

4,149 

120 

117,465 

1,055 

130 


1*953 


£ 

£ 

Rent. 

1^ 

140 

£119,5.33 

140 

150 

96,385 

150 

160 

176,695 

160 

iro 

81,788 

170 ^ 

180 

.57,461 

180 « 

190 

91,158 

190 = 

200 

25,365 

200 Z 

220 

220,250 

220 e 

240 

66,6,55 

240 

260 

101,727, 

260 

‘2s0 

35,220 

280 

300 

23,400 

300 

;i50 

114,199 

,350 

400 

66,026 

400 and 

upwards 

309,973 


Total 

£12,629,980 


Houses. 

914 

6S5 

1.175 

'508 

3,35 

505 

11 ^ 

1,094 

293 

410 

183 

83 

373 

185 

529 


443,090 


The inhabited house-tUity, on which the 
above is founded, was repealed in 1834. 

Tlie number of m^le domestic servants, 
with the ainohnt which the tax on them 
produced, was as follows in the specified 


yean : — 

Numlw. 

Dutv. 

1820 


£319;087 

1823 

85,731 

. 158,630 

1826 

, <K),061 

. 167,167 

1829 

96.671 

. 177,169 

1832 

loa.-isi 

. 187,280 


The following shows the number of ser 
%aiil‘s kept by persons distinguished as 
bachelors ” or ** not bachelors,” and 
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clasHed so as to exhibit the number of j amount of duty contributed tinder each 
servants, from one to eleven and upwards, I head. It applies to the year 1832, anil in 
lu the employ of individuals, with the | limited to domestic servants : 

Not kept by Bachelors. Kept by Bachelors. 

„ . . Number. Duty. Niimlicr. Duty. 

By persons keeping 1 45,909 £55,090 6,468 £14.229 

« 2 i4,‘J65 22,110 1,929 4,918 

» 3 9,295 17,660 1,065 3,088 

« 4 5,985 i;),017 731 2 320 

6 3,746 9,177 447 1,542 

» 6 2,581 6,646 382 1,365 

» ,.2 1,828 4,798 261 946 

„ ^ ? 1,484 4,155 166 ftlO 

». 9 990 3,019 81 328 


Total 91,337 £155,465 


12,044 £31,815 


LEGACY DUTY. 


A Return showings the amount of capital 
on which the several rates of Legacy-duty 
were paid in Britain, in the years 1 834-5 
— namely : — 


Rate 

of Duty 

1834. 

1835. 

1 per cent. • 

£22,109.303 . 

£22.085.931 


do. • 

160.a38 . 

206,593 

3^ 

do. 

1,2400,973 . 

11,931,662 

4 

do. . 

36.792 . 

16.549 

5 

do. 

1.558,875 . 

1.642,198 

6 

do. 

'300,872 . 

300.998 

8 

do. 

91,5.18 . 

94,844 

10 

do. 

4,915,914 • 

4.813,882 




1814. 

iai5. 

At 10#. per cent. 

£1,241,471 

£1,552.892 

25#. 

do. 

606,059 

597,406 

40#. 

tio. • 

83.912 

68,391 

50#. 

do. 

81,983 

4,382 

100#. 

do. . 

163,792 ’ 

143,377 


fire insurance companies. 

An Account of the sums paid into the 
StampHiffice for duty on insurance from 
liret and of the sums insured by each tire-' 
€>mce on farming stock eaeropt from duty 
during 1834:— 

Amount of 
Fsiminf 
Stock In- 

London OaScfs. Dnty on losorance. »ar^ 

exempt 


Alliaiire 
\tlax a 
tkilish 


£* a. fit 

a !2I,034 1 8 

. ‘ilssW 10 0 

. 16.128 13 3 


London Offices. Duty on Insurance, 


£41,574,628 £41,092,660 

For the two years the capital amounts 
to 82,667,288/. A similar return for Ire- 
land exhibits the extraordinary difference 
in the circumstances of the two countries : 
the amount of capital on which duty was 
paid being, for the two years, 4,545,765/. 


from Duty. 

£. 

372,145 , 
614,983 i 
311.602 


£. ». </. £. 

County . . . 40,471 13 4 5.I94.;iS< 

Globe . , , 27,355 1 7 633.64^ 

Guardian . , 32,114 1 4 664,7^;' 

Hand-in-Hand . 10,950 2 4 2 12c 

Imperial . . , 27.020 12 1 200,03^ 

I^ndon . . . 9,490 9 5 55, 

Phoenix • . . 72,821 14 5 2,862.371 

Protector . . 56,676 17 8 1,588, .57)5 

Royal Exchange 55,266 1 9 .1.109,545 

Sun . . , 127,470 8 11 3,801,761.' 

Union . . . 16,370 5 10 190,026 

We.stminster , 15,511 3 8 21,41t 

Rath Sun • . 1,.568 12 6 49,671] 

Birmingham • 6,042 2 9 507,253 

Bri.5tf>l . . . 3,652 4 2 20,!i05 

Bristol Crown . 1,753 4 1 1,000 

Bristol Union , 2,552 18 9 4,527 

DMrict Birmingham 147 19 2 6,720 

Essex Economic 2,595 9 3 4f>6..')5.i 

Essex and Suffolk 5,356 0 3 955,961 

Hants, Sussex, and 

Dorset • • . 2,598 2 1 239,600 

Kent .... 10,290 5 1 1,024,486 

Leeds & Yorkshire 8,966 3 2 177,445 

Manchester 78,318 12 9 237, (}S7 

Newcastle-upon- 

Tyne . . . 5,108 14 0 281.167 

New Norwich Equit- 
able . . . 1,294 19 22’.r>13 

Norwich Union . 59,826 3 8,0h0,8!IU 

Heading . 202 4 

Salamander 5,021 2 615,051 

Salop . . , . 2312 11 280.11/ 

Sheffield . . . 2.05(i 13 fc»llr520 

Shields, North and 
South . • • 758 

Suffolk, Kast 4,117 820.450 

We»i , 5.781 16 11 l,«9(i,8-75 

WvKt of England 20.284 16 3 671,313 

Yorkuhire . . 4,992 13 10 1,40.3,478 

PORT OK LIVERPOOL. 

Amount of docWulies received at the 
port of Liverpool every tenth year, from 
1752 to 1832. 


Amount o( 
Farming 
Stock Iiu 
aured 
exempt 
from Duly 
£. 

5,I94,;iSf 

613.64^ 

664,745 

2,125 

200,015 

55,46.'^ 

2,862.371 

1.588. . 555 

3.109.. 545 
3,801.766 

190,029 

21,411 

49,67(i 

507,255 

20,905 

1,000 

4,527 

6,720 

4f>6..551 

955,961 

239,690 

1,024,486 

177,445 

217,687 


22’.r>1.1 

8,0h0,8!IU 


820,450 

1,096.825 

671,313 

1,403.478 
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Dock Duties. 
. ^*1,776 
. 2,187 . 
. 2,382 
. 3.(J53 , 
. 4,203 . 
* 5.064 . 
. 3,yi;5 . 
. 7,508 
. 11,645 . 


Dock Duties 

4:12,377 

. 28,305 
. 44,560 
. 54,752 
. 43,763 
. . 43,131 

. 60,411 
. 81.039 


Tonnage of the veasela in 1801 amounted to 43 VI 9 in ISsIfto 1 


WBA.LB FISHERY. 

Number of Shii)8 employed in the Whale 
fishery from 1820 to 1834^ 


-NWARD. 

Years. Ships, Tons. 
1825 1^ 42,736 


inward. 
Ships. 'I'on-s. 
DM 62,750 


OUTWARD. 


► Ve.ssels, 

. 4,738 
. 5,060 
. 4.076 
. 5,616 
. 6,888 
. 7,810 
. 9,601 
. 12,537 
. 12.928 
,540,0)7. 

OUTWARD. 

Ship.s. Tori«. 


PUIII.IC CHA 
Rent Incomi! 

COt’NTY OR CITY Rent. ^ hiirg#.a. Dividends of 

I«Tmi-lax and Eiidowet 
Detluctfd. liitereiit. Schuul!i. 


Ik’tllord , , , 

Hiirkin^fham . , 

^'nMibcrlanii . . 

Ikrliy .... 

Ih'Vfjfi .... 

nurhatn , , , 

t^iioiu’cster . . 

Hertford , , , 

Huntingdon , . 

l-anrasicr . , , 

Mon mouth . . 
N/»rfolk . . . 

N’urihampton . . 

Northumberland , 
N'otiingiiain . . 
J).Nfor.r . . . 

: 

';omer.«icl & Bristol 
•''•Mithampton , . 
•'^'alford . . . 

iulFoIk . . , 

'brrey . . , 

^Varwick & Covon- 
>Nesimordand [try 
'Y'lis .... 

'Vorccslcr ! ! 
Vork . , , , 
Anglesey . . [ 
aernarvon , . 

Merioneth 
Cardigan . , [ 
Carmarthen . . 

• • 

Kent ; : • * 

ussex . ‘ I 
f:'Orulon companies 
’• * arochia! cha- 

•cneral charities ! 
L Oran d Tolai I 


£12,123 
7,865 
1,858 
7, SO, 
20,063 
13,002 
13,788 
7,707 
3,108 
24,824 
3,745, 
30,427 
14,117' 
3,703 
13,720 
7,431 
4,182 

14.506 

22.506 
5,264 

14,077 
23,708 
27,217 
- ,33,531 
f 3,661 
10, .'64 
12,577 
61,233 
1,105 
1,784 
404 
287 
246 
1,.T)3 
3,418 
5,800 
2,6.57 
40,200 
25, 71 1 1 
I 8,.555l 
18,1621 
11,521 

'54075^ i 


£030 £1,626 

1,026 1,413 

1,041 1,802 

2,6S0 3,547 

6,072 5,755 

2,455 1,78.3 

3,7>7 4,510 

2. . 58.3 2,501 

.377 854 

5.8.51 18,455 

S2l 1,010 

5,302 5,703 

2,170 3,207 

lihS-s 2,478 

l,S0fl 2,687 

4,;M1 1,621 

267 1,200 

4,1:13 6,231 

0,,509 7,581 

3.4.52 2,7.30 

2,(i43 6,603 

1,684 2,072 

6,;550 5,547 

5,140 11,856 

1,00; 1,052 

1, 7:^4 1,727 

»l,o]5 7,3/0 

14,271 18,678 

100 506 

m 871 

si0 267 

79 204 

601 370 

206 412 

2.216 4,140 

2. . 522 6,559 

1. . 393 3,383 

11,02.5 

7,178 1.3,080 

8,096 4,600 

13,4H:J 11, ,313 

. 443 


For hdii , 

cation noi Total 

i« f'ir Total. 

Endowed Education ‘>i«u'r 
Schools. purposes. 

£211 £1,841 £11,835 £13,677 

Kill 1,.5K3 9,M5 11.3!ft 

85 1,888 1,:I88 3,277 

127 3,675 8,.82I 12,.,!)6 

785 6,540 21,853 28, .394 

80 1,863 15,261 17,12- 

874 5,-385 14,072 19,457 

.363 2,865 9,^15 12,211 

172 1,026 2,706 .3,732 

259 18,715 17,011 35,726 

13 1,9.33 2,950 4,883 

5.18 6,242 .30,943 37,18t 

6.S7 .3, .>95 14,165 18,000 

-10 2,518 3,129 5,648 

224 2,912 13,289 16,202 

118 1,740 11,319 13,096 

197 1,487 3,295 4,7ai 

197 6,428 13,594 20,0-23 

574 8,156 26,757 34,91.3 

62-3 7,118 10,472 

440 7,l;l.3 12,(i;« 19.165 

1,018 .3,991 2.3,126 27,117 

1,04’) 6,.>97 ■J8»,742 ;15,3.39 

(■>60 12,516 27,614 40,1.31 

220 2,172 2,973 5,145 

367 2,094 14,527 16,622 

291 7,666 9,587 17,254 

2,453 21,|.« 60, .351 81,481 

29 5.35 8fi0 1,.395 

66 9.37 1.281 2,219 

53 .323 516 WO 

12 306 64 370 

41 411 67.3 1,085 

.38 451 l.aa 1,783 

626 4,766 1,2;M 6,001 

918 7,178 2,162 9,640 

401 3,;8I 726 4,510 

59,;193 

292 13,,')72 21,148 .31,520 

519 5,119 6,7.30 11, W9 

77.8 12,091 21,103 .%3.195 

31P 310 16.097 16,407 

97,24.8 491,536 748,178 
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It appears from a Return^ dated May, 
1835, that the total amount of money paid 
by the Treasury on account of this Inquiry 
from 1818 to 1835 was 208,527/. 13s. 
The pruceedinj^H under the commission 
had terminated in twenty-eight counties of 
England and six of Wales. In the coun- 
ties of Berks, Dorset, Essex, Kent, Mid- 
dlesex, and Sussex, the inquiry was not 
completed. In Berkshire, Kent and 
Sussex, the charities for education only 
had been investigated. In Dorsetshire, 
56 parishes, townships, and chapelries had 
been investigated ; in Essex, 52 ; and in 
Middlesex, 88. The Return states that 
there are no means of forming a dediiite 
opinion as to the extent to which these J 
counties are unfinished. In addition to 
the above-mentioned six counties, the cities 
of London and Westminster, and the cha- 
rities under the management of the char- 
tered companies of London were unfinished. 
In the city of London, the charities of 
140 parishes, and the education charities 
in two others ; and in the city of West- 
minster. the charities of three parishes, 
and the education charities of four others, 
had been investigated. The charities 
under the management of the corporation 
of London, and of 39 chartered companies, 
had been investigated. In the following 
counties the inquiry had not been commen- 
ced: — in England, — Cambridge, Chester, 
Cornwall, Hereford, Leicester, Lincoln ; 
in Wales, — Brecon, Denbigh, Flint, Gla- 
morgan, Montgomer)', Radnor. The 
number of charities investigated in each 
county in England was as follows: — Bed- 
ford, 270; Berks, 89; Bucks, 700 j 
Cumberland, 311; Derby, 1003; Devon, 
1736; Dorset, 172; Durham, 345; Essex, 
324; Gloucester, 996; Hereford, 17; 
Hertford, 698 ; Huntingdon, 226 ; Kent, 
139; Lancaster, 1181 ; London — parishes, 
947 ; also charities under the management 
of the corporation of liondon, and of the 
chartered companies, 665 ; and in Middle- 
sex, including the city of Westmiunfer, 
925; Monmouth, 235; Norfolk, 1710; 
Northampton, 721 ; Northumberland, 170 ; 
Nottingham, 567; Oxford, 849; Rutland, 
70 ; Salop, 743 ; Somerset, including 
Bristol, 16Zli Southampton, 553 ; Stafford, 
1124; Suffolk, 986; Surrey, includirig 
Southwark, 837 ; Sussex, 90 ; Warwick, 
1030; Wesfrooreltrd, 355: Wilts, 750; 
Worcester, 930; York, 2603; general 
jharities, 13.«— Total, 26,751 In Wales 


—Anglesey, 277 ; Cardigan, 36 Carniar'* 
then, 139; Carnarvon, 102; Merioneth, 
140 ; Pembroke, 106.— Total, 890. 

In 1835 the appointment of the ex« 
chancellor, lord Brougham, and sir £. B. 
Sugden, with other new commissioners, it 
was thought would have rapidly completed 
this protracted investigation. But this 
effort terminated like preceding ones, only 
by a further addition to the mass of 
reports previously existing, and the under- 
taking remains uufini^ed; ministers 
declining in 1837 to pro{K)se a further 
grant of public money. 

PRICES AND WAGES 

(Abridged from Communications made to 
the Board of Trade.) 

Statement taken from the IVeekly Book of 
St. Thomas’s Hosimtai,, in Southwark 
of the pricet of Beef and Mutton per 
it one ^ at Ladthdauy in every fifth mar to 
the year 1832. 


Years, 

Beef. 

Mutton 


s. 

d. 

8. d. 

1688 

1 

10 


1692 

1 

10 


1697 

2 

1 


1702 

1 

10 


1707 . 

1 

8 


1712 

1 

11 


1717 


0 


1722 

1 

8 


1727 . 

1 

8 

2 2 

1732 . 

2 

0 

2 6 

1737 . 

1 

8 

1 10 

1742 . 

2 

3 

2 8 

1747 

1 

10 

2 2 

1752 

1 

8 

2 0 

1757 . 

0 

0 

2 3 

1762 . 

1 

10 

2 3 

1767 , 

2 

6 

0 

1772 . 

2 

8 

3 0 

1777 

2 

6 

2 10 

1782 , 

2 

4 

2 6 

1787 . 

3 

0 

3 2 

1792 . 

3 

0 

3 2 

1797 . 

4 

2 

4 2 

1>02 

5 

0 

5 4 

1807 , 

4 

8 

5 0 

1812 

6 

0 

6 0 

1817 

3 

8 

4 M 

1822 

2 10 

3 4 

1827 

4 

0 

4 4 

1832 

3 

4 

4 2 


The pieces of beef are ruuiuls, 
clods, and leg of mutton pieces. The 
pieces of mutton are legs and loins* 
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PnceH of Provisiotus in the Town of Manchkstkui in each year from 1820 to 1832, 

both incimive^ 


Beef, best* 

. perlb. 

182<). 

A. d, 

0 Oh 

1827 

A. d. 

0 0 

18:^8. 

». </. 

0 r, i 

182!h 

A. d. 

0 6 

1830. 

A. d. 

0 54 

1831. 

A. d. 

0 6 

THT 

A. d. 

0 0 

coarse 

• do. 

0 

n 

0 

4 

0 

4 

Kl 


0 

3 

Kl 

3 

0 

0 

Hacon . 

. do. 

0 

7i 

0 

8 

0 

74 

u 

H 

0 

6A 

0 

7 

0 

7 

Bread, flour 

per 12 lbs. . 

2 

6 

2 

5 

2 

7 

2 

9 

2 

7‘ 

2 

G 

2 

4 

1 whcalen per Ih. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1| 

0 


0 

2 

0 

li 

0 

H 

Cheese 

. do. 

0 

74 

0 

74 

0 

8 

0 

64 

0 

n 

0 

8 

0 

7.V 

Malt . . 

. per 9 Ihs. . 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Meal . . 

. per 10 lbs. • 

1 

74 

1 

84 

1 

7 

1 

5 

1 

6 

1 

6 

1 

3 

Botatoesf . 

per 252 lbs. . 

9 

9 

4 

9 

5 

8 

fi 


G 

0 

G 

3 

4 

3 

Bork . . 

. per Ih. 

Kl 

JiL 

0 

7 

0 

JL 

KM 

id 

0 

5 

0 

5h 

0 

r>h 


^ C'oiitract prices at the Hoyal Infirmary, f (Contract prices at the Workhouse. 
The other prices are stich as were charged by retail shopkeepers. 


Jn account ehowimj the Puxcks upon which I 
thf estimate for Bkkau and Mkat was 
formed for the .\uaiY in Great liritain 
by the Cutummariat Department in 1832. 


Chf//i/t>A. 

liread. 
per 4 /b. 

Meat, 
per lb. 

Berks • 

61-/. 

:nd. 

Devon . 

■‘1? 

4 

Hants . 



Kent . 


4 

Lancaster 

■’5 

m 


Counties. 

Bread, 
per 4 lb. 

Middlesex 

0\d. 

Sussex . 


Warwick . 

5- 

York . . 


North Britain 



Meat, 
per lb. 


45 


* Average prices about 5 J 4J 

This return is important as showing the 
I difference of price in different parts of the 
I kingdom. 


Prices of the principal articles of CoNsuMXTioN in the A/nrilc/ 0 / Limerick, 1820 to 1831. 


Beef 

Articles. 

, per lb. . . 

1820. 
A. d, 

, 0 4 

Mutton. 

. do. . . • 

. 0 

4 

Pork . . 

. per cwt. , . 

. 20 

0 

Butter . . 

. do. . . 

. 70 

0 

Flour . 

, per hag. . . 

. .34 

0 

potatoes , 

, per Slone, , , 

. 0 

2 

Oaiineal . 

. ])er cwt. . 

. 10 

G 

Wlieat . . 

. per .Slone. . 

. 1 

7 

P»arley , 

. do. 

. 1 

4 

Oats , 

. do. . . 

. 0 

9j 

Whiskey . 

per Irish g.ill. 

. 10 

6 


1822. 

1825. 

1828. 

1831. 

A. d. 

A. d. 

A. d. 

A. d.. 

0 4 

0 4 

0 4 

0 34 

0 34 

0 4 

0 4 

0 4 

20 0 

33 0 

30 0 

24 0 

7G 0 

70 0 

74 0 

88 0 

36 0 

44 0 

31 0 

42 0 

0 0 

0 3 

0 2 

0 3 

14 0 

14 6 

12 0 

15 G 

1 0 

1 8 

1 24 

1 2 

0 9 

1 04 

0 10 

0 10 

0 8 

0 m 

0 8 

0 85 

10 0 

7 0' 

5 9 

6 6 


A statement of the Wkeki.y Waoes of Lahouh in the Town of Manciirstkr and the 
oth'r principal Seats of //rr Cotton Manufactukr ; with an Account of the Retail 
Prices of sundry articles of Provision in the years 1810 to 1825, 


Provisions, 


1810 

1815 

1820 

1824 

IS 

25 



A. d. 

A. d. 

A. d. 

A. d. 

A. 

d. 

Flour, per 12 lbs. ‘‘ 
Seconds*' 

Oood 1 

3 9 

2 7 

2 5 

2 0 

0 

.) 

Oatmeal, per do. 

, , 

2 6 

2 2 

2 1 

1 9 

1 

9 

Potat«>cs, per 20 lbs. 

, , 


0 11 

0 74 

0 6 

0 

7 

Bulclier'.s Meal, per 

Ih. . 

0 s 

0 sx 

0 74 

0 54 

0 

7 

D»>. (lo. coarse pieces 0 G 

0 0] 

0 5 

0 4 

0 

4 

Bacon, per lb. • 


0 n 

0 m 

0 8 

0 8 

0 

8 

Irish Butter, per lb. 


1 1 

1 2' 

0 104 

0 10 

0 11 

Cheese . . 

• 

0 ^ 

0 84 

0 7 

0 6} 

0 


Spinning. 








Fine Spinners • 


42 6 

32 0 

.32 0 

• • 



Coarse do. 


Will run from 20i. to 28a. 

per week 

25 G 

25 




duririir the whole of the time. 

G 

Women do. , 



17 0 

17 0 

IG 9 

IG 

9 

Reelcrs , 


1^ *0 

10 0 

la 0 

10 0 

10 

0 
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1810 

1815 

1820 

1824 

1826 


s, d. 

8, d. 

8, 

d. 

8, 

d. 

s, d. 

Stretchers • . * 

15 6 

14 0 

14 

0 

17 

6 

17 6 

Pickers . ♦ , , 

11 3 

10 0 

0 

0 

7 

0 

7 0 

Weaving hy hand. 

Nunkeens , , , 

16 3 

13 2 

11 

0 

6 

6 

6 6 

Best 74 J Calicoes . 

• • 

10 10 

8 

3 

4 

6 

4 3 

Third do, . . 

• • 

11 8 

8 

0 

4 

6 

4 3 

Strong 1 do. , , 

13 0 

8 9 

9 

0 

5 

0 

4 8 

Velvcieons . • , 

12 0 

10 4 

8 

9 

7 

0 

6 6 

Bolton Cambrics, 60 Reed. 

16 10^ 

10 5 

7 

5 

7 

0 

(i 3 

Manchester do. 80 ,, , 

14 0 

10 3 

7 

6 

7 

6 

6 6 

Quiltings, 36 . 

16 5.i 

13 0 

8 

6 

7 

0 

6 fi 

Do. Hne • . • 

17 2 

18 3 

10 

0 

9 

0 

8 6 

Fancy Articles . . , 

21 0 

18 3 

11 

0 

8 

6 

8 0 


Printing and Bleaching, 


Calico Printers. , 

• 

26 

0 

26 

0 

26 

0 

20 

6 

17 

6 

Bleachers and Finishers 

• 

18 

6 

18 

6 

18 

6 

21 

6 

21 

6 

Fustian Cutters • 

• 

14 

0 

14 

0 

14 

0 

16 

0 

21 

0 

Warpers . , . 

• 

16 

0 

16 

0 

16 

0 

16 

0 

16 

0 

Dyers and Dressers • 


15 

0 

15 

0 

15 

(> 

16 

3 

17 

t; 

Skein Dyers . • 


16 

0 

16 

U 

18 

0 

18 

0 

18 

0 

Hat Finishers • • 

• 

27 

5 

‘22 

2 







1’ailors ... 

• 

18 

6 

21 

6 

18 

*6 

2i 

'o 

2*1 

*0 

Porters • • . 

• 

18 

0 

18 

0 

18 

0 

15 

0 

15 

0 

Packers • . . 

• 

20 

0 

20 

0 

20 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

Shoemakers . • 

• 

16 

0 

16 

0 

16 

0 

16 

0 

16 

0 

frunfounders . • 

• 

31 

3 

3*2 

1 

31 

6 

30 

0 

30 

0 

Whitesmiths . . 

• 

25 

0 

25 

0 

25 

0 

27 

0 

27 

0 

Sawyers , • . . 

• 

25 

0 

25 

0 

30 

0 

25 

0 

25 

0 

Carpenters , • 

• 

25 

0 

25 

0 

25 

U 

22 

0 

24 

0 

Stonemasons • • 

• 

22 

0 

22 

0 

22 

0 

2** 

0 

24 

0 

Bricklayers 


•22 

6 

22 

6 

22 

6 

21 

0 

24 

0 

Painters , . . 


22 

0 

22 

0 

22 

0 

*2‘* 

0 

22 

0 

Slaters . . • 


21 

0 

21 

0 

21 

0 

18 

0 

21 

0 

Plasterers 


19 

0 

19 

0 

19 

0 

20 

0 

21 

0 

Bricklayers* Laiwurers 


15 

tl 

15 

9 

15 

9 

14 

0 

16 

0 

Spademen 


15 

0 

15 

0 

13 

6 

13 

0 

11 

0 


Daily Waoks of Tanoiin Mechanics, and of the Retail PitiCKs of varionn ArtJc kvs of Pnovf 
sioNs and Household Storks in the City of (iLAiiOow, from ISiU to 1831. 


Average Wageu 


1810 

1815 

1819 

1831 




8, d. 

r. d. 

8. d. 

s. 

d. 

Masons . • 

• 9 working hoars* 

2 lU 

3 0 

2 f> 

2 

4 

Bricklayers t 

. 9 

» • 

2 10 

2 10 

2 8 

2 

8 

Plasterers • 

. 9 

9 9 

3 6 

3 8 

3 6 

3 

4 

Slaters . . 

• 9 

9 i 

2 9 

3 6 

3 4 

3 


Pluml>ers • • 

. 10 

9 9 

3 9 

3 9 

3 9 

3 

r* 

Painters • • 

. 9 

9 9 

2 10 

2 10 

2 10 

2 

0 

Joiners . • 

. 10 

t 9 

3 0 

3 0 

2 4 


4 

Sawyers • • 

. 10 

9$ 

4 0 

4 0 

4 0 

3 

3 

Labourers . • 

. 9 

9 0 

1 10 

1 10 

1 3 

1 

8 

Shoemakers • 

12 

9 0 

2 6 

2 6 

2 6 

2 

8 

Bootmakers • 

. 12 

9 1 

3 4 

3 4 

3 4 

3 

4 

Bootelosera , 

. 12 

. 9 

3 9 

3 9 

3 9 

3 

9 

Blacksmiths 

* 10 

9 9 

2 4 

2 8 

2 10 

2 

10 

Tailors 

. 12 

09 

3 2 

3 2 

3 4 

3 

4 

Cabinetmakers . 

. 10 

9 9 

3 2 

3 2 

2 2 

2 

6 

Coopers 

. 10 

9 9 

2 H 

2 8 

^ 8 

2 

8 

Fleshers , . 

. 10 

00 

2 6 

2 6 

2 6 

2 

8 

Gardeners • 

, 10 

9 9 

2 6 

2 6 

2 6 

2 

8 

Porters . 

* 11 

9 9 

2 4 

2 4 

2 ^ 

2 

2 

Mscbinlsls 

. 10 

9 9 

3 3. 

3 2 

3 2 

3 

2 

Weavers of 4'4tfa Cambrics 1.300 • , 

2 7* 

2 0 

0 9 

1 

0 
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Averaze Wages. 

Warpers 

Calenderers • • • • 

Oatmeal, per Peck . . , 

Barley, per lb 

Potatoes, 40 lbs. weight . • 

Beef 

Coarse Pieces, per lb. • • 

Pork per lb. .... 

Bacon per lb 

Bread, Wheaten. Quartern Loaf • 
Household or Brown • • 

Milk 

Salt Herrings, per lb. . . • 

Scotch Cheese, per lb. . 

Irish Butter, per lb. • . • 

Salt, per lb. «... 

Candles, per lb. . • • . 

Soap, White, per lb. • . • 

Ditto, Brown, ditto • • • 

Coals, 12 Cwt. • . • . 

Black Tea. per oa. • • • 

Brown Sugar, per lb. . . . 

Tobacco, per 

Snuff, per oz 

Schooling, Children each per day . 
House Rent of a Family per annum 


MEN OP LETTERS. 

William Ilazlitt, criticism, essays, 1778 

1830. ‘‘ Kssay on the Principles of 

Homan Action,” 8vo. ; ‘*Tho Eloquence 
of the British Senate, with Notes,” i vols., 
8vo,, 1808 ; “ An Improved English Gram- 
mar,” l8mo., 1810; “The Round Table,” 
a collection of essays, written in conjunc- 
tion with lieigh Hunt, 2 vols., 8vo., 1817 ; 
“ (yharactens of §hakspeare*s Plays/* 8vo., 
1817; “ A View of the English Stage,” 
8vo., 1818; “Lectures on the English 
Poets.” 8vo., 1818; “Political Essays, 
with Sketches of Public Characters,” 8vo., 
1819; “ Letter to Wm. Gifford, Esq. 

“ The Spirit of the Age,” 8vo. ; “ The 
Literature of the Klizalrethan Age;” 
“ Tn\)le Talk,” 8vo. ; “ The Mo.lctn Pyg- 
malion “ Notes on a Journey through 
France and Italy “ Conversations of 
James Northcote, Esq. “ Life of Na- 
poleon Buonaparte,” 4 vols., 8vo., 1830. 

Henry Mackenzie, poetry, novels, 1746 
—1831. Man of Feeling,” a novel, 8vo., 
1771; “ The Pursuit of Happiness,” poem, 
1772; “Miscellaneous Works,” 8 vols., 
8vo., 1810. Mr. Mackenzie also wrote 
several plays, and edited the “ Mirror** 
and Lounger/* Edinburgh periodical.**. 

Thomas Hope, — fine arts, novels,— 
1831, “Household Furniture and In- 
ternal Decorations,** fol., 1805 ; Costume 
of the Ancients,” 2 vols,, 8vo, 1809 ; 
“ Anastatius, or Memoirs of a Modern 
Greek,” a romance, 3 voU., 8vo. ; “On 
the Origin and Prospects of Man/* post- 
humous work, 

William Roacoo. biography, poetry, 1 752 
—1831, “ Wrongs of Africa, poem, 
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1810 

1813 

1819 

1831 

i. i. 

f. d. 

s. d. 

s. 

d. 

3 6 

3 6 

2 t> 

2 

9 

2 6 

2 6 

2 i 


6 

1 8 

1 6 

1 3 

i 

2 

0 2 

0 It 

0 2 

0 

li 

0 11 

0 10 

0 10 

0 

10 

0 8^ 

0 8 

0 7* 

0 

5 

0 

0 6 

0 54 

0 

4 

0 7i 

0 7 

0 64 

0 

5 

0 8 

0 8 

0 7 

0 

G 

1 3t 

0 m 

0 lU 

0 

84 

0 10| 

0 7* 

0 84 

0 

64 

0 6 

0 6 

0 6 

0 

5 

0 4 

0 4 

0 3 

0 


1 0 

1 0 

0 84 

0 

6 

1 4 

1 4 

1 i 

0 

10 

0 2i 

0 24 

0 24 

0 

0 4-12 

0 U 

1 0 

1 0 

0 

7 

0 a 

on 

0 10 

0 

74 

0 10 

oio 

0 9 

0 

61 

7 0 

7 3 

5 6 

4 

6 

0 5 

0 5 

0 4 

0 

4 

0 9 

0 11 

0 7 

0 

54 

0 3} 

0 5t 

0 44 

0 

3 

0 3i 

0 51 

0 44 

0 

3 

0 Oi 

0 04 

0 04 

0 


100 0 

100 0 

90 0 

83 

0 


1788; “The Vine-covered Hills/* and 
“ Millions be Free/* two ballads, about 
1 790 ; “ Life of Lorenzo de Medici,** 
2 vols., 4to., 1795 ; *' Life and Pontificate 
of Leo X./* 4 vols., 4to., 1805, Mr. Res- 
cue was the author of several effective po- 
litical pamphlets. 

Richard Duppa, travels, biography,— 
1831, “ Journal of Occurrences at Rome 
on the subversion of the Ecclesiastical 
Government in 1798,** 8vo., 1 799 ; “ Heads 
from Michael Angelo and Rafaello in the 
Vatican,” fol., 1803; “Life of Btiona- 
rotti,** 1806; “ Life of Raffaelle,” 1816; 
“ Travels in Italy,’* 1828 ; “ Travels on 
the Continent, in Sicily, and the Lipari 
Islands/* 1829. 

Rev. Robert Hall, theology, moralsj 
1764—1831. “ Christianity consistent 

with a Love of Freedom/* 8vo., 1791 ; 
“ Apology for the Freedom of the Press,’* 
Svo.. a reply to Bishop Horsley’s sermon, 
.fan. 13, 1793; “Modem Infidelity, its 
Influence on Society considered,” 8vo., 
1800 ; “ The advantage of Knowledge to 
the Lower Classes,** a sermon, 8vo., 1803 ; 
“ Character of the late Rev. Thomas Ro- 
binson,’* 8vo., Is 13. This eloquent preacher 
was for some time one of the couductois 
of the Eclectic Review. 

Sir Nathaniel William Wraxall, me- 
moirs, travels, 1751 — 1831, “Tour round 
the Baltic,” 8vo,, 1775; “ History of the 
Kings of France of the race of Valois/’ 
2 vol8.,8vo.. 1777 ; “ History of the Reigns 
of Henry 111. and Henry IV., Kings of 
France,” 3 vols., 4to. ; “ Memoirs of tho 
Courts of Berlin, Dresden, Warsaw, and 
Vienna,” 2 vols., 8vo,, 1799 ; “ Historical 
Memoirs of my Own Time,” 3 vols., 8vo.j 
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1815; ‘‘ An Answer to the Calumnious 
Misrepresentations of the Edinburgh ami 
Quarterly Reviews, and of the British 
(^ritic/^ relative to the Historical Memoirs. 

John Bigland, history, topography, 1750 
— 1832. ** Letters on the Study of His- 
tory,’* 1 2tno., 1 804 ; " A System of Geo- 
graphy and History,’* 5 vols., 8vo., 1809; 

History of Europe from the Peace of 
1783, 2 vols., 8 VO., 1811 ; “ Influence of 
Physical and Moral Causes on the Cha- 
racter of Nations*,” 1817 ; “ Letters on 
French History.” 

Rev. Caleb Charles Colton, poetry, 
maxims, — 1832. ‘‘ A Plain Narrative of 

the Sampford Ghost,” 8vo., 181U ; “ Hy- 
pocrisy,” a satire, 8vo., 1812; Napo- 
lecn,” a poem ; Lacuii, or Many Things 
in Few Words,” 8vo., 1820 ; ** An Ode on 
the Death of Lord Byron,” privately cir- 
culated. 

Sir James Mackintosh, history, meta- 
physics, 1765 — 1832. “ l)e Actioue Mus- 
calori,” a Latin thesis, 1787 ; “ Travels in 
Europe, Asia, and Africa,” 2 vols., 8vo. 
(Watt’s Bibliotheca) ; a pamphlet on 
the Regency Question, 8vo., 1789; ** Vin- 
diciae Gallica*,” 8vo., 1791 j “ A Dis- 
course on the Law of Nature and of Na- 
tions,” 8vo.. 1799; *** Discourses on the ' 
Laws of Eugland,” 8vo., 1 799 ; “ History I 
of England to a.d. 1572,” 3 vols., 8vo., 
1830-1 ; Memoirs of Sir Thomas More” 
for Lardner’s Cyclopaedia j ** Fragment 
on the Revolution of 1688,” an unflni.shed 
work. Sir James was a contributur to the 
Edinburgh and Monthly Keviews, and the 
author of a Dissertation uti the llustory of 
Moral and Metaphysical Philosophy, fur 
the new edition of the Edinburgh Kncy- 
clopfledia. 

Anna Maria Porter, novels, tales, — 
1832. Artless Tales,” 2 vuls., 12ii;o., 
1793, written before the authoress was 
twelve years of age ; *• The Lake of Kil- 
laruey,” 3 vols., 12mo., 1804; ‘‘The Hun- 
garian Brothers,” 3 vols., 1807 ; ” Ballads, 
Romances and other Poems,” 1811; “llie 
Recluse of Norway,” 4 vols., 1814; 

“ Roche Blanche,” 3 vuls. ; “ Tales rouud 
a Winter* Hearth,” 2 vols. ; “ Coining 
Out,’* 2 vols.; “ The Baioiiy,” 3 vol-*. 

Charles Butler, law, biography, 1749 — 
1832. ** Essay on the legality of lm> 
pressing Seamen,” 8vo., 1778, written in 
concert with Franci Hargrave, ^^sq. ; 

« Coke’s Commentary upon L itieion, with 
Notes,” 13th edit., foh, 1788: H .roB 
Biblicae, or Literary History oi the Sa- 
cred Books of the ^ews and Cbristiaus,” 

8 vols., 1 799 ; Letter on the Penal Laws 
against the Catludics,” 8vo., 180J ; 

Historical Account of the Laws against 
the Catholics,*’ 8vo., 1801; ” Uorie 
Joridiae Subsecivtt,” a teries of notes 


respecting the Grecian, Roman, feudal 
and canon law, 8vo., 1804 ; ** Notes cu 
the Chief Revolutions of the States which 
composed the Empiie of Charlemagne,'* 
8vo., 1807 ; History of the Political Re- 
volutions of Germany,” 8vo., 1812 ; ‘‘ Lives 
of Feiielou, Bossuet, the Rev. Alban But- 
ler, Michael de ITidpital, and Grotius,” 
published separately ; two volumes of 

Reminiscences of Contemporary His- 
tory;” The Book of the Catholic 
Chinch,'* and vindication of that work. 

Sir John Carr, travels, 1772 — 1832. 
^ The Fury of Discord,” a poem, 4to., 1803 ; 
‘‘The Stranger in France,” 41o., 1803; 
“Travels round the Baltic,” 4to., 1805; 
“ The Stranger in Ireland,” 4to., 1806 ; 
“ Tour in Holland,” 4to. ; “ Tour in Scot- 
land,’* 4 to., 1809 ; “ Travels in Spain, 
Majorca, and Minorca,” 4to., 1811. 'riiis 
lively tourfst received for the copyriglit of 
his Stranger in France, 100/.; his Baltic 
Tour, 500/. ; Stranger in France 700/, ; 
and Tour in Holland, 600/. 

Rev. Adam Clarke, antiquary, oriental 
scholar, 1760 — 1832. “ DisKertation on 
the Use and Abuse of Tobacco,” 8vo., 1 79/' ; 
“ A Bibliographical Dictionary,” 6 voU., 
12ino., 1802 — 1806; *• Narrative of the 
Last Illness of Richard Porsoii,” 'Syo.. 
1808; *'• The Holy Scriptures, with Com- 
mentary and Critical Notes,*’ 8 vols.. 4to., 
1810 — 1826; “ Clavis liibiica, or a t’oiu- 
pendiiiin of Scripture Knowledge “ Me- 
moirs of the Wesley Family “ Ser- 
iiiuns:” he also edited Baxter’s Christiuit 
Directory, Fleliiy’s History of the Israel- 
ites, Shucklord ’s coiitiexion of Profane and 
Sacred History, and liartner’s Observa- 
tions on Pasbage.s of Scripture. 

Sir Jolin Leslie, matlieinatics. natural 
philosophy, 1766 — 1832. A trinblatioii 
of Buflon’s *• Natural History of Birds/’ 
9 voL., 8vo.. 1 703 ; “ An Experimental 
Inquiry into the Nature and Propugutioii 
of Heat,” Bvu., 1804; ‘‘ Eleiueiiu of Geu- 
iiietry” 8v()., 1809; “ KApeiiments uii the 
Relations of Air to Heat and Moisture, 
bvo., I8l3: with niuny admirable articles 
in the Edinburgh Review, and a valuable 
Discourse on the History of Mathematical 
and Physical Science during the Eight- 
eenth Century, inserted in the seventh 
edition of the Kucyclopsedia Britaiinica. 

Elixalreth Spence, novels, miscellanies, 
1768—1832. “ Helen Sinclair,” 2 vols., 
l2mo., 1799; “Letters from the North 
IlighUnds,” 8vo. ; “ Sketches of the Man- 
ners, Customs, and Scenery of Scotland,^ 
2 vol*., 12mo.; “ Dame Rebecca Berry, 
3 vo1h. ]2mo. : with some others. 

Priscilla Wakefield, education, morals, 
1751—1832. “Juven'ile Anecdotes,” 

179.5 ; “ Mental. Improvement,” 3 vo s- 
18mo. 47071 “ JUieure Hours,” 2 vob., 
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12nno.- 1796 ; RviLectioai oa the Present 
Couditioa of the Female Sex,” 8vo., 1798; 
< Familiar Tour throii^'h the British Em- 
pire,” r2mo., 1804 ; Excursions in North 
America,” i2mo., 1806 ; ** Sketches of 
Human Manners,’* Fimo*, 1807 ; ** Anec- 
dotes and Curious Facts,” 12mo., 1809; 
“ Instinct Displayed,” 12mo., 1811 ; Tra- 
veller in Africa,” 12mo., 1814. 

Kev. George Crabbe, poetry, 1754 — 
1832. ‘^The Library,” a poem, 4to., 
1781; “The Skull”, a tale, 4to., 1783; 
“ The Village,” 1783; “The Newspaper,” 
a poem, 4to., 1785 ; “The Parish Regis- 
ter,” 1807 ; “The Borough,” 8vo., 1810; 
“Tales in Verse,” 8vo., 1812; “The 

Vunatioiis of Public Opinion us re- 
spects Religion,” a sermon, 1817; “Tales 
of the Hall,” 2 vols., 8vo., 1819. 

Sir Walter Scott, poetry, novels, 1771 
— 18 32. Translations from the German 
of Burger, “William and Helen.” and 
“The Wild Huntsman,” 1796; “Goetz 
Von Beilichingen,” a tragedy, from 
(xoethe, 8vo„ 1799; “ MinstrcUy of the 
ScotUsh Border,” 3 vols., 8vo., 1802-3 ; 

*• The Metrical Romance of Sir Tristram,” 
1804; ‘’The Lay of the Last Minstrel,” 
•Ito., 1805; “Sir Henry Slingsby’s and 
Captain llodgsou’s Memoirs,” 8vo., 1806; 
•• Maimion,” 4to., 1808; “ Works of John 
Jhydeii,” 18 vols. 8vo., 1808; “Strutt’s 
‘Qiieen-hoo Hall,**’ a romance, 4 vols. 
l2ino., 1808; “Sir Ralph Sadler’.^ Life, 
Letters, and Stato Papers,’’ 3 vols. 4io. 
1M)9; “The Lady of the Lake,” 4to., 
is 10; “Vision of l)ou Roderick,” 4to., 
1811; “Kokeby,” 4to., 1812; “The 
Bridal of Triermain,” 12mo., 1813 

“Swift’s Works,” 19 vols., 1814; 

“ Waverley ” 3 vols., I'Jtno., 1814 ; “ Lonl 
of the Isles,” 4to., 1815; “Paul’s Letters 
to his Kinsfolk,*’ 1816 ; “ The Anticjuary,” 

3 vols,, l2mo., 1816; “Tales of niy 
Laiidiurd,” 4 vols., 12iiio., I8l6; 
*llar(ild the Dauntless,*’ 12ino., 1817; 

*• I’loviucial Antiuuities of Scotland,” 4ti)., 
181S; “ Ivan hoe, ’ 3 vols., 8vo., I8l9; 

“ llalidon Hill,” 1822; “Letters of 
Miilcichi Malagrowther,” 1826; “Life of 
Napoleon Buonaparte,” 9 vols., Svo., 
1827 ; “ Miscellaueuus Prose Works,” 6 
vols., 8vo.. 1827; “Tales of a G»aud- 
^ther,” 3 vols., 18mo., 1829; “Two 
pligious Discourses,” 1828; “The 
Doom of Devorgoil,’’ 1830 ; “ Letters vui 
and Witchcraft,” ISmo., 
lo lO; “ Couut Hubert of Paris and Castle 
Dangerous,” 1831. 

, Jeremy Bentham, legislation, morals. 
J»*risprndence, 1749--I832; “Fragment 
ilii. an examinaiiou of what 

"lackstone has delivered on the subject in 

C’ommeutaiies,” 8vo., 1776; “View 


of the Hard-labour bill,” 8vo., 1778; 
“ Defence of Usury,” 8vo., 1787 ; An 
Introduction to the Principles of Morals 
and Legislation,” 4to., 1789 ; “ A Draught 
of a New Plan for the Organization of the 
Judicial Establishments of France,’* 8vo., 
1790 ; “ Panopticon, or the Inspection 
House,” 12mo., 1791; “Supply without 
Burden, or Escheat vice Taxation,’* 8vo., 
1795; “Traits de Legislation, Civile et 
P^nale, publi^e eii Francois d’apres les 
MSS. par Etienne DumootJ’ 3 vols., 8vo., 
Paris ; “ Letters to Lord Pelham on 
Penal Colonization, attd the Home 
Penitentiary,” 8vo., 1802; “A Plea for 
the Constitution,” 8vo., 1803; “Scotch 
Reform,” judicial, 8vo., 1808 ; Th^orie des 
Peines et des Recompenses,” edited in 
French by Dumont, 2 vols., 8vu. 1811; 
“On the Law of Evidence,” 1813; 
“ Table of the Springs of Human Action ;” 
“Swear not at all,’ 1813; “Catechism 
of Parliamentary Reform.” 8vo., 1817; 
“ Church of Knglandisin and its Cate- 
chism examined,” 8vo., 1818; “ Chres- 
tomathia,” educational, 8vo., 1816; 

“Observations on the Restriction and 
Prohibitory Commercial System,” 1820 ; 
“ Nut Paul but Jesus,” 8vo., 1823 ; “ The 
Book of Fallacies,” 8vo., 1814; “Indi- 
cations respecting Lord Eldon,” 8vo. 
1825 ; “ Codification Proposal,” 8vo., 1827 ; 
“Supplement to,” Svo., 1827; “Equity 
Despatch-Court Proposal,” 8vo., 1830; 
“ Cuiistitutiouul Code for the Use of all 
Liberal Governments,'* Sv»)., 183U; ‘‘The 
Rationale of Reward,” and “The 
Rationale of Punishment,’’ English 
Versions of Dumont’s redactions of “ Peines 
et lies Recompenses “Official Aptitude 
Maximized,” “Expense Minimized,’* 8vo., 
1830; “A Test fur Parliamentary 
Candidates,” bvo,, 1831; “On Death- 
Punishment,” 8vo., 1831 ; “ Lord 

Brougham Displayed,*’ 8vo., 1832. 

William Sotheby, poetry, translations, 
1757 — 1833. “Poems, Sonnets, and 
Odes,’’ 4to., 1790; “Oberou,” from the 
German of Wieland, 1798 ; “The Battle 
of the Nile,’’ a poem, 1799; “ The Siege 
of Cuzco,” trageuy, 1800; “Six Trage- 
dies," 8vu., 1800 i “A new Translation of 
II Ollier.’’ 

Samuel Drew, metaphysics, religion, 
17f;^-»lb33. Remarks on Paine’s Age 
ofKeasolh” 1799; “Essay on the Inima- 
teriality and Immortality ol the Soul,'* 
1803 ; “ Identity and General Rcsiirrectiou 
of the Human Hotly,” 8vo., 1809. 

Sir John Malcolm, history', 1769 — 1833. 
“Political History of India.” subsequent 
to 1784, 8vo.. 1811; “Sketch of the 
Sikhs,” Svo., 1812; “Persia,” a poem, 
without his name, 8va.. 1814; “History 
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of Persia,* 2 yola.^ 4to. ; " A Memoir of 
Central India.** Sir John left ♦n 
unfinished biography of Lord ^live, 
lately published. 

Right Hou. Peter, Lord King, currency, 
177^1833. Thoughts on the Bank 
Restriction Act,” 8vo., 1803 ; “Speech in 
the Lords on Karl Stanhope’s Bill 
respecting Guineas and Bank Notes,’* 
8vo, 1811; “Life of John Locke, with 
extracts from his Correspondence,” 4to. 

Hannah Mor^, poetry, morlils, religion, 
1745—1833. “Search after Happiness,’* 
pastoral drania, 8vo.t 1773; “Percy,” 
tragedy, 8vo., 1778 ; “ Thoughts on the 
Maimers of the Great,” 12ino., 1788; 
^*Kstiinate of the Religion of the Fashion- 
able World,” 1791; “Strictures 

on the Modern System of Female 
Kiliication,” 2 vols., 8vo., 1799 ; Coalebs 
ill Search of a Wite,” *2 vols., 8vo., 1809 ; 
‘•Christian Morals,’* 2 vols., 8vo., 1812; 
“ On the Writings of St. Paul,’' 2 vols., 
Svo., 1815. ’ ' 

John O’Keefe, drama, ^746—1833. 
**Touy Lumpkin in Town,” Svo., 1778; 
'‘The Agreeable Surprise,” 1781 ; ** Wild 
Oats,” 1794 ; “Modern Antiques,” with 
many other popular plays. 

Right Honourable Agar Ellis, Lord 
Dover, history, fine arts, 1797 — 1833. 
** History of the Man in the Iron Mask ;” 
“Historical Inquiries concerning the Lord 
Chancellor Clarendon,” 18*28; “The KlUs 
Correspondence,” 1829; “Life of Fred- 
erick the Great, King of Prussia,” 2 vols., 
8vo., 1831. He also edited the Letters of 
Horace Walpole to Sir Horace Mann, and 
was an able coutributor to the periodical 
literature. 

Rev. Daniel Lysons, antiquary, topo- 
grapher, — 1844. “ Environs of Lon- 
don,” 4 vols., 4to, 1792-fi; “ Magna 

Britannica,” 3 vols, 4to., 1806 — 1822; 
“ History of the Meetings oi thelhree 
Choirs of Gloucester, Worcester, and Here- 
ford,” bvo., 1812. 

Fraitcis Douce, antiquary, 1760 — 1834. 
“ Illustrations ot Shakspeare,” 2 vols. bvo, 
1807. Mr. Douce was a frequent writer 
in the Archaoloaia. 

Rev, James Dallaway, heraldry, fine arts, 
1763 — 1834. “ Letters to the Bishop of 

Derry f** 2 vols., bvo,, l/8'2 ; “ Origin and 
Progress of Heraldry,” 4!o., 179£» ” Oon- 
siantinople, Ancii nt and Mod^” 4to., 
1797 ; “ Anecdotes of tile Arts in England, * 
8vo., 18U0; “Oheervationson English Ar- 
chitecture/* 8vo., 1806. In lb*26Mr, DuUa- 
way superintended a finely embeuiihed 
edition of Wal|H)le*s Anecdotes of Painting. 

Prince Iloare, fine arts, drama, 1755— 
1834. Such Things W’ere,” a tragedy 
1788; ^ Academic Annuals,” 4tw., 1805; 


I “ Inquiry into the Arts of Design in Eng- 
I land/’ 2 vols., 4to., 1806 ; “ Lim of Gran- 
ville Sharpe;” “ Essay on the Moral 
Power of Shakspeare’s Dramas.” 

Rev. T. R. Malthus, political economy, 
1765 — 1834. “ An Essay on the Principle 
of Population,” 8vo., 1798 ; new edition, 
4to,, 1808 ; “ A Letter to Samuel Whit- 
bread, esq., on his Bill for the Amendment 
of the Pour Laws,” 8vo., 1807 ; “ Observa- 
tions on the Corn Laws,” Svo. 1814 ; “An 
Inquiry into tho Nature and Progress of 
Rent,” 8vo.. 1815 ; “ Additions to an 

Essay, on* the Principles of Population,” 
8vo., 1817; “Principles of Political Eco- 
nomy; “l^finitious in Political Econu- 
niy,” 8vo., 1827. 

Charles Lamb, poetry, essays, 1774 — 
1834. “ Blank Verse” (in conjunction 
with his friend Charles Lloyd), 1798; 
“ Rosamond Gray,” 1798 ; “ fipeciniens 
of the English Dramatic Poets/ 1808; 
“ John Woodville,” tragedy, 1802 ; Tales 
from Shakspean?,” 2 vols., 8vo., 1807; 
“ The Adventures of Ulysses,” 12mii., 
1808; *• Elia,'* 1823; “ Album Verses,’* 
18.30; “ The Last Essays of Elia/' 1833 ; 
“ Garrick Papers,” published in Mr. Hone's 
Every Day Boo ^ ; “ Satan iu Quest ot a 
Wife.” 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge, metaphysics, 
morals, j>oeiry, 1772 — 1834. “ Fall of 

Robespierre, ' ’ drama, 8vo., 1794; “ Ad- 
dresses to the People,” 8vo., 17Si5; “Tlu; 
Watchman/* Nos. 1 to 10, a weekly mis- 
cellany, 1796; “ Wallenstein,” tragedy 
from Schiller, 8vo., 1800; “ The Friiud, ’ 
essays, 8vo., 1812; “ Remorse,” traged)*! 
1813; “ Christabel,” 1816 ‘'Statesman’s 
Manual, or Lay Sermon/’ 1816; A Se-^ 
cond Lay Sermon/’ 1817 ; “ Zaiiolya,'* 
drama, I8l8; Aidstu KetieciioH/' 1825 ; 

On the Constitution in Church and 
State/’ 1830. 

Dr. Carey, missionary and oiient.il 
scholar, 1761 — 1834. “ Sanscrit Gram- 

mar” 4to., 1806;“ Mahratta Dictionary,’ 
8vo., 1810 ; “ Punjahee Grammar/’ bvo., 
1812; “ Eelinga Grammar,” 8vo., 18J4; 
“ Bengalhoe Dictionary,” 3 vol8.| 4to., 

Dr. Morrison, missionary, Chinese scho- 
lar/*! 782— -1834, “New Testament, trans- 
lated into Chinese,” 1813 j “ 
Dictionary,” 18*22. Some books of the Uhl 
Testament were Translated into Chinese 

by this indefatigable Orientalist, who wa» 
also the author of soveral translations 
from the Chinese into tho English language 

Alexander Chalmers, biography, com 
pilations, 1759—1834. British Essay , 
i.te,’* 45 volfc, 1803; » Walker’s 
4a vpls. ; “ VVorkT of the i, 

21 vols., Bvo, 1810; “ Ui.tory of the Coi 
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and Ilanii of Oxford University;” 
•♦Projector,” 3 vols., 8 vo., 181 1 ; ‘‘A Collec- 
tion of JSstfuyti,” originally published in 
the Gentleman* a Magazine; ♦♦ General 
Biographical Dictionary,'* first published 
in 15 vols., in 1798 ; the present edition 
is in 32 vols. This is his chief work and 
coinfirises 9000 lives. Mr. Chalmers also 
e<lited for ihe booksellers the works of 
Fiel<ling, Johnson, Gibbon, Holingbroke, 
pope, A(ldi.<«on ; and in 1812 pivlixed a 
life of Cruder! to the sixth edition of his 

Concordance.** 

Rev. T. M‘Crie, biography, history,' 
1772 — 1835. ♦‘ Life of John Knox*” 1512; 
♦‘Life of Andrew Melville,” 1819: History 
of the Reformation in Italy,*' 1827 ; •♦ His- 
tory of jthe Reformation in Spain/* 1829. 

Thomas James Mathias, satires, criti- 
cism, — 1835. *♦ Runic Odes,” 1781 ; “Pur- 
suits of Literature,** 1794; “ Works of 
Thomas Gray,’* 1814, 2 vols., 4 to. Mr. 
Mathias had cultivated Italian with great 
success, and many of his publications are 
in that language. 

William Cobbett, politics. 1762—1835. 
♦‘ Porcupine’s Works'* (first published in 
America about 1794-8, and reprinted in 
London), 12 vols. 8 vo , 1891*. Political 
Register,” 88 vols., 8 vo. 1801—1835; 
“ Parliamentary History” to 1803, in 12 
vols.; ♦♦ Debates from 180.3 to 181U/* 16 
vols. ; ” Paper against Gold *♦ Kmigrant’s 
Guide ;’* “ History of the Protestant He- 
formattun ^** “ Cottage hkrouomy ;** Poor 
Man’s Friend ** An Kiiglish Gram- 
mar;” “ A Freiuh (Ti-amuiur ; * “Advice 
to Young Men and Women “ Legacy to 
Labourers/* 24rn«»., 1834; •♦Legacy to 
Parsons," 24ino., 1835. 

Henry David Iiiglis, tales, travels, 1795 
— 183.5. “ The Tales of Ardennes ♦* Soli- 
tary Walks through Many Lands 

Travels in Niirway and Sweden ;’* 
“’four thruu-ih Switierland and France;” 
“Spain m 1830;” “The New Gil Hlas 
‘•Ireland in 1834;’* ‘Travels in the 
Foot.steps of Don Quixote,** an unfinished 
work. 

Thomas Taylor, the Platouist, 1758 — 
183). A New .Method of Reasoning on 
Geometry,” Ito., 1781) ; *• Orphic Hymns/ 
1787 ; “ PlotiiiuH on the Beautiliii “ Pro- 
clus’s ('ummentary on Kiicli*!.” The ifiost 
lalxtriotis of Mr. Taylor's tasks was arraiis- 
latiori of Pausaniaii in 3 vols., for which he 
ii’ceived only 60/. Ilia publications ex- 
tend to twentv-thre) (piario volumes and 
forty uctavu vu\ limes. 

Charles Coote, history, biography, 1759 
^1835. '< Klements of Ktiglish Grammar,” 
17S8; ♦* History of England to 179^1/' 9 
* Julius CoBi.ar,” 1 794 ; 

Hist.iry of the Irish ITnkm.” l80‘J; 
I.ives of Kiiglisli Civilians/* Dr, Cuote 


wrule continuations of Russell’s Ancient 
and Modern Histories, and of Mosheim's 
K^ciesiastical History. He also for Kome 
years edited the Cri/ica/i/eviete. at atime 
when Southey, Pinkerton, D’Israeli, and 
other eminent writers, were contributors to it. 

James Hogg, poetry, essays, 1772 — 
1835. Rellections on a View of the 
Nocturnal Heavens,” 1801 ; The Moun- 
tain Banl,” 1807 ; “ CuUivatioii ttf Sheep,” 
1807 ; •• Forest Minstrel ;** Tlie Spy,” 
1810-11; ♦♦ The Queen’s VVake.*^ 1812; 

‘♦ Jacobite Jielics of Soitland,** 1819; 

*• Winter Evening Tales/ 1820; “ The 
Three Perils of Man,” 1822 5 •' The Three 
Perils of Woman ;’* ♦♦ Confessions of a 
Siimer,” anonymous, 1824;*“ “ Queen 
Hynde,” 1825; ‘‘The Shepherd’s Calen- 
dar,’* 1829, a collection of tales which 
first appeared in BlackuyooiCa Magazine ; 
“ Altrive Tales,” 1 832 ; “ A Queer Book 

Lay .S»*rinons/* 1834 ; ♦* Domestic Man- 
ners of Sir Walter Scott,” 18.34. 

William Henry Ireland, novels, poetry, 
1,835. . “ An Authentic Account of the 
Shaksftcare Manuscripts,” 8 vo., 1796; 
“ The Abbess,’’ a romance, 4 vois., 12mo , 
1799 ; “ Ballads in imitation of the An- 
cients,” 12mo.. ISOl ; “ Henry II.,” dra- 
ma, 8 vo., 1799; *♦ Mutius Sc®vula,” 
drama, 1801; “Chatelur, or Kflf'usiuns of 
Love,” l2ino ; ‘‘ The VV%>maii of Feeling,” 
novel, 4 vols., l 2 mo.; ” All the Blocks.” 
poem, 12mo., 1807 ; “ Confessions relative 
to ihe Shakspaire Forgery,” Bvo., 1805 ; 
♦♦ Neglected Genius,” poem, 8 vo., 1812; 
*♦ Chalcugraphiinania,” satirical poems, 
8 vo., 1814. Mr. Ireland was for some 
time editor of the York Hera/df and his 
last works were a ♦* Life of Napoleon” and 
“ To;K)graphical History of the County of 

Sir John Sinclair, statistics, politics, 
agriculture, 17.54 — 1835. “ Lucubrations 

during a Short Recess/’ 8 vo., 1782 ; ♦* Sta- 
tistical Account of Scotland, ”4 vols.. 8 vo , 
179*2 — 1799 ; *♦ History of the Public Reve- 
nue of Great Britain/’ 4to.,1785 ; “ Consi- 
derations on Militias and Standing Ar- 
mies •* Essays on Agricuhure “ C5)de 
of Health and Longevity,'* 4 vols., Svo., 
1 807 ; “ AgriculiUTal Proettee of Scotland, * 
8 V 0 ., 1813; “Hints on Longevity,*' 4 to. 
1862; “ On the Bullion Report,*’ 8 vo., 1810: 
with many others ; and numerous pa|iers in 
lieriodicals. 

Sir Wllliain Gell, classical antiquary. 
17 77— 1 8,36. “Topography of 3»oy, • 
1804 ; “ Antiipiities of Ithaca,” 1808 ; 
*• Itinerary of Gieoce,” 4to.. 1810 ; ♦* Itine- 
rary of the Morea,” 1817 ; “ Poinpeiuua. * 
1 «I 7 ; “ *l he 3 'opogiaphy ofjllome.” 

John (»illie'. liistonographer of Scot 
land. 1746 — 1836. “ History of Greece,” 

2 vols., 4lo., 1786 ; Reign* of Frederick 
4 A 
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ll.ofPrusaia, *' 1789 ; Aristotle’s Kthlcs 
and Politics,*’ 2 vols., 4to., 1797 ; “ Ilistprv 
of the World from Alexander to Augustus^ 
2 vols., 4to., 1810. 

George Colman, drama} 1762 — 1836. 
“ Two to One,” 1784 ; “Inkle and Yarico/* 
1 787 ; “ Sylvester Daggerwood,** and The 
Mountaineers,” 179d ; ** The Iron Chest,** 
1796 ; “ The Heir-at-law “ Blue 

Beard;’* “John Bull,** 1805. Mr. Colman 
wrote “ My Nightgown and Slippers/* 4to., 
1797; “Broad Grins;’* “Poetical Vaga- 
ries/’ 4tOi*, 1812;** “ Eccentricities for Edin- 
burgh/' no date. 

Nathan Drake, miscellanies, 1 756 — 1836. 
“ Literary Hours,’* 1798; “.The Gleaner/* 
181 1; “Shak8peare and his Times,*’ 2 vols., 
4to., 1817; “ Winter Nights,’* 2 vols., 1820. 

Wiiliaiu Godwin, novels, education, 
biogrilphy, 1756 — 1836. “ Sketches of 

HistoQ'.’* Six Sermons, 1784 ; “ Political 
Justice/* 2vols., 8vo., 1793; “Caleb Wil- 
liams/* novel, 1794 ; “ The Inquirer,” se- 
ries of essays, 1797 ; “ Memoirs of Marv 
Wollstonecraft,’* 1798 ; “ St.Leon,’* 1799 ; 
“ .•Vntonio,’* tragedy; “ Life of Chaucer/’ 
1803; *• Fleetwood/* 1804 Faulkner/’ 
tragedy. 1807 ; “ Essay on Sepulchres,’* 
1808 ; “ Litvs of Milton’s Nephews,” 4to., 
•* Mandeville,** 1819; a contfover- 
sial tract “ On Population/* 1820; “His- 
tory of the Commonwealth of England to 
the Restoration of Charles II.’* 1824 — 
1882 ; Cloudesley,” a novel, 1831 ; 
“Thoughts on Man,** 1831 ; “ Lives of the 
Necromancers,” 1834, 

James Mill, history, metaphysics, 1773 


— 1836. “ History of British India/* 3 
vols., 4to., 1818; “Elements of Political 
Economy/* 8vo., 1821 ; “Analysis of the 
Human Mind/* 2 vols., 8vo., 1829. Mr. 
Mill was the author of the articles, “ Go- 
vernmeiit,*‘“Education,**“Juri8|)rudencc,** 
“ Liberty o{ the Press,” “Colpnies,” &c., 
in the Edinburgh Encyclo])jEdia, and was A 
contributor to the Edinburgh lieviftw^ and 
subsequently to the Wetstminster Eeview. 

William Van Mildcrr, bishop of 
Durham. 1766 — 1636. Edition of 

*♦ Waterton/* 10 vols., 1823 ; “ Sermons at 
Lincoln’s Inn,** 2 vols. 

Hev. Spencer Madaii, divinity, — 183l>. 
‘^Translation of Grotiusr/de Veritate,” 
8vo., 1783; “Sermons;” 'Ihe Lessee;” 
“ The Curate,** 8vo.. IWl. 

William Taylor, 1768—1830. “Review 
of German Poetry/* 3 vols., 8vo. 

Henry Hoscoe, legal writer, 1799 — 
1836. ** Lives of Kruiiicnt Lawyers,” in 
Lardiier’s Cyclopsedia ; editor cf “ North s 
Lives;” and author of several legal works. 

William "Marsden, orientalist, 1754 — 
18.36. “ History of the Island of Suma- 
tra/’ 4to., 1782: “Travels of Marco Pol<», 
a Venetian, Jii the I'hirte^nth Centur>,” 
4to., 1818; “ Numismata Orieiitala Ulus. 
Irata,” 2 vols., 4lo., 1825 : “ .Memoirs oj a 
Malayan Family/* 8vo.,-1^30. 

John dc Grenier Fonhlauque, law, pi»li- 
tical economy, 1760— 18.37, “ A Treatise 
of Equity,** 2 vols. 8vo. 17'.K1 ; ‘‘ Doubts on 
the .Suggestions of the Huliioii (’omminee, ’ 
8 VO., 1810. 


VICTORIA. A.l). 1837 to 1847. 


Tiif. quiet accession of a youns^ princess, wlio in years liad barely nfiaicod 
tq womanhood, afforded a reinaikdbic instance of the order and stability 
of tlie imperial government. The personal rcprcscTilative of the nmnarchy 
bad been changed, but no alteration or disturbance bad been wrought in llu; 
pre-e.\i8ling conditions of the state. No new hopes had been suddenly 
called into activity; political parties were not altered in their relations; 
no rival or external nation thought the moment more favourtd)lc 
aggression, nor any colonial dependency or inoorporateil member of the 
United Kingdo m fur the severance df its allegiance. The king was dead, 
but the national goven^ment subsisted entire in its strength and ca|)ft- 
bilities. It offers a remarkable contrast to past ejiochs in the history (d 
the British constitution, and attests that it had acquired a power of sell- 
action and perpeftity indepenuent of any mutation of its separate estates, 
even that of the sovereignty itself. . 

The executive ^ministration of the empire shared in the like immu- 
tabili^^ uibsciiurnt io the demise of the crown. Quee^p^ Victoria con- 
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tiinied in office the responsible advisers of her predecessor. They were 
the remains of the compact ministry wRo harried, with the firm co-opera- 
tion of the monarch, the great reforms of the last reign ; but tlie loss of 
former colleagues had greatly weakened them in parliamentary strength 
and public confidence. The head of the reform ministry had retired from 
public life. The restless energies and extraordinary talents of Lord 
Hroiigham disqualified him for concerted council, and made him more fit 
for the dictator than the confederate of any ministry; scruples on the 
secularization of church property had severell sir James Graham and Mr. 
Stanley from their party ; and removal to the upper house, coupled with 
weariness of office, viscount Althorp from his colleagues. ' It followed that, ‘ 
except in good intentions, few of the vigorous and capable elcmeiiis 
of the original reform cabinet survived in the governntent. Too weak for 
independent action, and without ih^^restige and power of its primary 
organization to command the national suflrages, it naturally sought to 
supply the want of inherent strength by wily and illusive arts, by a policy 
of ‘ compromise, wavering, and inconsistency. Grave principled were 
announced and then abandoned, as the appropriation clause of the Irish 
church bill ; conflicting promises — alternately conservative or^ liberal — 
were hastily utterpd iiuil speedily explained, qualified, or retracted; class 
interests, and even individual agitators, if powerful, had to be consulted 
and conciliated ; measures esteemed necessary and useful were not brought 
forward, or suddenly abandoned from despair of carrying them, as the 
reform of the Ecclesiastical Courts and a General Registration Bill ; while 
otliers, like the Irish Municipal and Poor-law Bills were suffered to pass, 
mutilated and misshapen, to neutralize opposition. Under these disad- 
vantages the remnant of the reform ministry sunk in public estimation ; 
ceased to be swayed even by the intelligence it possessed, and became 
a mere creature of circumstances or sufferance. 

Its position was not improved by the assembling of the first parliament of 
the new leign. The general election gave it no commanding supefiority in 
either branch of the legislature. Sometimes it had a majority, but was ofren 
defeated and frccpioiUly carried important questions by only twenty, fifteen, 
i)T five votes. Official death \Vbuld obviously have been preferable to such 
a de|jendent and precarious existence, and such, for a moment* appeared 
to be its fate in the session of 1839. It was defeated in the Lords on the 
tynoiir of its Irish policy ; not satisfied with this vote, Lord John Russell 
determined to test the sentiment of the commons on the same question. 
Upon a division, the members were 318 for, 296 against ministers. This 
WHS no triumph to reptisc upon. But three w ceks after they were defeated 
on the Jamaica Bill by the united opposition of Tories and Radicals. 
U|)on this result, Lord Melbourne announced, in the upper house, a fact 
long patent, namely, that the ministry did not appear to possess the con- 
fidence of parliament, tvjid that they had resigned. 

Their fate, however, was not concluded, and an unexpected determination 
of the Queen arrested judgment, and resU>rcd them to power. Her 
Majesty refused to dismiss the ladies of her household ; considering them, 
pJ’ohahly, not politicians of any partv^ " This, however, Sir Robert Peel 
^^^atde an indfS|ien8jable concession he would undertake to form a new 
ministry, mid the queen not acq*scing, and resorting to the advice of 
l-»<)rd John Jlussell, w^ho approved her majesty *8 ileterminution, the minii^try 
was reinstated. A cabinet council mooted the point iq dispute, and 
Agreed that^tl% constitutional practice of changing the servants of the 
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royal household on a change of ministry extended only to those who were 
members of parliament, not to ladies. 

Under this version of nunisterial privileges the executive continued 
unchangM for two years longer. Pending this term it must be allowed 
that the administration had considerable difficulties to contend with,* 
which, though of a secondary class, and not amounting to national 
emergencies, demanded firmness and capacity. The first requiring 
attention were the disturbances in Ijower Canada, which, under Pupineau 
and Mackenzie, tiad assumed an insurrectionary if not rebellious cha- 
racter. But the feeble efforts of these insurgents soon yielded to the 
British powder. The government of the United States maintained an 
honourable neutrality, and, by the end of 1840, all nneusiness ceased in 
resjiect of British North America. The suppression of this outbreak was 
follow'cd by judicious legislation and concessions; the two provinces of 
Upper and Lower Canada were consolidated into one, under a joint political 
administration, and the class interests of the colony broke up by the free 
admission of French Canadians into the legislative council. 

The next external stir of moment w^as the Quintuple Alliance, formed 
to check the ambitious encroachments of Mehemet Ali, and maintain the 
integrity of the Ottoman empire. The united powers were Englaiul, 
Austria, Prussia, Russia, and Turkey. France stood aloof from the con- 
federacy, and made demonstrations as if intent on vigorously espousing the 
side of the Egyptian pacha. The fortifications of Paris were suddenly 
projected, and her armies propoied to be nearly doubled by her vain- 
glorious minister. For a moment, Europe seemed on the verge of a 
general war on the single question, whether the Porte or its vassal should 
be supreme in the East. One way the danger seemed awful ; on the other, 
the alteniative sought to be averted either by France or the Quintuple 
Alliance, was utterly insignificant. It could weigh little in European 
affairs — could neither sensibly affect its materiel interests, nor political rela- 
tions — whether Egypt was subordinate or paramoum — whether it was a de- 
])endency of Constantinople or its chief, or whether tiie despot of the Nile and 
the despot of the Bosphorus were different persons or merged in the sainc sove- 
reign. In one rc8|>ect the pacha’s chums were more eligible ; his government 
was more progressive than that of the sultan, and under him and Ibrahim 
oriental civilization and resources were more likely to be brought out for 
the benefit and participation of Europe. How'ever, viscount Palmetstoii 
elected otherwise, and acted with such promptitude as to frustrate the 
counter-movements of M. Thiers. Ere France could draw the sword, the 
business was settled ; the British navy evinced its wonted superiority, and, 
by a signal display of scientific power, promptly accomplished a teat in 
which Napoleon had failed in the pride of victory- It convinced the 
crafty Egyptian that resistance was hopeless; and Mehemet Ali speedily 
acquiesced in all that bad been demanded of him ; consented to give up 
his conquests in tlie levant, and hold Egypt us a hereditary lief of tlie 
Turkish empire 

'rhe third external embroilment was with^ the C'hinesc. Our triumph 
licrc was not icss complete, hut-* more inelaiiclioly. It was an uneiiual 
struggle. The energies and science of imxJerii Europe, wielded by its 
most powerful state, were ])it|ed against the military crudities of the middle 
age. Moreover, our oiiponcnis were a peaceable race, and their quaru 
just. For commercial gain, and in dchance of the laws of the Cclcstui 
Empirt, we had leng pcr!>isted in introducing a noxious dr^ that poisouci 
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and enervated its people. Imperial edicts against the illicit traffic had 
proved unavailing, and the native authorities were compelled to try to do 
themselves justice by taking vengeance into th^ir own hands. They seized 
the opium stores of the English, and imprisoned their chief functionaries. 
These proceedings were insulting to Britain ; they were a violation of the 
usages established among civilized states. National lionoiir demanded 
atonement and compensation. These were obtained after a pertinacious, 
hut hopeless resistance, by the Chinese; and all the conditions which the 
conquerors tliought fit to impose on the huntblcd pride of a conceited 
])eoplc acquiesced in. 

The war of Affghanistan formed the most eventful episode of the first 
decade of the Queen’s reign. It is also the most instructive. History 
ofl’crs few more striking examples of retributive justice. Both belligerents 
did wrong, and the wrongs of each w^ere visited by mete punishment. 
England had no valid pretext fur the invasion of Cahul. Alleged Russian 
intrigues in Central Asia dangerous to our oriental supremacy, seem to 
have been only the surmises of over-busy officials, and were promptly 
disavowed by the court of St. Petersburg, and certainly not credibly sub- 
stantiated. Upon these conjectural grounds, however, our aggressive 
ir.roud was based. Our scheme was to expel Dost Mohammed, the 
reigning sovereign of Cahul, who we imagined leaned to our phantom 
foe, and set up Sliah Soojah, a p\ippct prince, intended to be wholly 
governed by British residents. With these designs Affghanistan was 
invaded, and its capital reached in heroic style, hut there we soon ceased to 
have cause for exultation. We hud rashly placed ourselves in a false 
])o8ition in overrunning a remote and guiltless state, and a severe retaliation 
followed. Indignant at our causeless inroad and insulting demeanour at 
Cahul, the Affghans stopped at no violence or circumvention to effect our 
forcible expulsion. Some of our chief officers (sir Alexander Burnes among 
them) were killed in a popular tumult; sir W. M‘Naghten and others were 
trepanned into a conference and savagely assassinated. The British camp 
was environed by an overwhelming force, and its nural>ers thinned by daily 
attacks^ Fearful of encountering the enemy in the open field, and without 
hope of reinforcements, a capitulation was concluded for the evacuation of the 
country. But no sooner was the camp abandoned, than the terms of cession 
were violated, and the Anglo-Indian army pursued with a terrible vengeance. 
The final results w’ere, that except lady Sale and a few others, given up as 
hostages, and one or two more who almost by a miracle reached Jcllalabad, 
not a single person survived to tell the talc of this ill-fated expedition. 

The case was now altered. The Affghans had suffered wrong, and re- 
venged themselves to excess. They had expelled the invaders, but their 
purpose had been effected by the basest treachery, and the most unsparing 
cruelty. The British were now the injured; humanity had been outraged ; 
a military convention scandalously violated, and the preMiye t»f our martial 
superiority impaired. All these were wrongs and disparageineiits it was in- 
cumbent to redeem. It was promptly ciime. A new army, by forced 
marches, and daring enterprises, sj>eedily reappeared on the scene, un- 
daunted by the disasters of its predecessors. Cabul was again iriuinphanlly 
overrun, and under the able generalship of l\)lIock, Sale and Nott, the 
British name and power ftilly rc-cstublishtHb Btti the original error of the 
Indian government in invading, without exigent pretexts, so distant and profit- 
less a region was not unntillcd, but strikingly eunfirmed by the voluntary 
withdrawal t^our forces from Affghiiiiislan after its re-conquest. 
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Contemporary with these events in the East, happened various occur- 
rences at home of no trifling interest and import. Among the domestic 
eccentricities of the period may be noticed the advent of a fanatic named 
Thom, who under the delusion of a divine commission, and at the head of 
a not less deluded multitude, appeared in the open field arrayed against the 
queen’s forces ; affording a singular instance of the popular ignorance still 
subsisting, in the vicinity of the opulent and jQi^ei^eifo-enlightcned British me- 
tropolis. The principality of Wales which, for centuries, had been held almost 
beneath historical or newspaper notice, suddenly became the scene of novel 
and stirring events. Some of these were local in origin and aim ; others had a 
more general ramification. The camisade or “ Rebecca riots ” undoubtedly 
sprum from the grinding exactions of the Welsh squires, in the multiplication 
and increase of turi^ike tolls. But the insurrectionary attack on the town of 
Newport, under the self-deluded Frost, was a political movement connected 
with a rather extensive and active diffusion of chartist doctrines. Antece- 
dently to this tragical occurrence, the chartists had been zealous in the proj)a. 
gation of their opinions, both in the iron districts of Wales, and the 
northern counties of England. In the session of 1839, they presented a 
petition to parliament with 1,200,000 signatures. It met with indignant, 
if not, contemptuous treatment, on account of its impracticable claims. In- 
censed or disappointed, at this reception of the “ Six Points,” the Welsh 
rebellion which soon followed, may have been intended for the commence- 
ment of a less peaceful agitation. 

The industrial depression of the country was favourable to, if not the 
main cause of these popular disturbances. It had its chief origin in the. 
over-trading of 1836-7, and the consequent reaction. From tliia period 
to the close of 1841, commercial embarassments and the privations of the 
people had continued to increase in number and intensity. Nearly half, or 
upwards, of the inhabitants of some of the chief towns, as of Liverpool, 
Leeds, Manchester, and Stockport had been, for want of employment, 
pauperized. The general distress was evinced by the diminished produce 
of the excise, customs, and other items of revenue, indicative of national 
progress or decline, Tlie ministers themselves became financially embar- 
rassed, partly from the falling off in the indirect taxes, and partly from the 
increased expenditure incurred liy their belligerent foreign policy in China 
and the Mediterranean, and the increase of the army and navy, consequent 
on these expeditionary ventures and the Canadian disturbances. These 
difficulties, augmented by the inability already noticed, to command a par- 
liumentary majority to carry such measures as they esteemed requisite to 
meet the public exigencies, brought their official existence to a crisis. Tlieir 
retention of ofiice indeed, under the inefficient tenure they had held it, was 
a manifest compromise of the general welfare, and inconsistent with consti- 
tutional usage. These apjicar to have been the views taken of their position, 
by Sir Robert Peel, aijd a resolution embracing them, was moved, aiul 
carried (May 27), by 312to 311 votes. Amajority of oncagainst them, was 
not an ovcrwhelaiing defeat. Ministers appealed to the country ; its sense 
was promptly taken, and on the meeting of the new parliament in August, 
it spoke very distinctly against tiie administration, but not in favour of the 
corn-laws or monopoly. A trial of strength soon followedf and an amendment 
to the address moved by Sir R. Peel, was carried by 360 to 269. Cfxni this 
intimation, ministers resigned. The business part of the session, however, 
was now over ; but in the ensuing year, the new ministry fliict parliament pre- 
pared for work. Having had no immediate share in the pHWUCtion of dis- 
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orders, they could, with more confidence and authority, prescribe remedies. 
Their most pressing difficulties were, a very serious deficiency in the revenue, 
next the corn-laws, improvement of the tariff, Ireland, and the schism in 
the Scotch Church, For dealing with the first. Sir Robert Peel determined 
on the bold measure of introducing the income-tax in a time of peace. 
However repulsive this expedient might appear, it was perhaps alone 
adequate to the exigency ; and in the existing privations of the masses, it 
liad the advantage of throwing the burden of additional imposts on those classes 
most competent to bejir them. Moreover, it afforded the minister an ample 
resource for the development of other portions of his financial scheme, in 
the repeal of taxes obstructive of industry and commercial freedom. But, 
for the main facts of these able and comprehensive measutia^we must i^fer 
to the Chronicle of the year, especially the month of Mar^^ 

The chief distinction of the Peel ministry, from its coijj^encement to its 
termination in 1846, has been its steady progression in commercial reforms. 
Its merits, however, are mainly limited to executive acts, and do not extend 
to orijinal conceptions or the promulgation of the new doctrines, by antece- 
dent precepts or practice. In 1840, an important committee of the House 
of Commons, was appointed to inquire into the several import duties, and 
how far these duties were meant for protection or revenue. The severe 
scrutiny to which the tariff was then subjected, amply attested that little 
progress had been made in commercial freedom. Indeed, it was hardlv 
posable to find in the whole range of national economy, anything so replete 
with abuses as our customs-duties. “ They were,” as Mr. McGregor declared, 
‘‘ burdens, restrictions, and delays on the prosperity and industry of the 
country.*' It was to beat down this obstruction, that Sir R. Peel began his 
scries of tariff and corn-law reforms. But his first essay in 1842 was only 
an instalment. There w'as an abatement of duties on about '750 articles, 
and on the remaining 450 the duties were left untouched. In the session 
(»f 1843 no advance was made. Next year, however, the duty on foreign 
wool was tepealed. In 1845 further improvements were made; cotton 
wool was relieved of duty, and the duties on 430 other articles, little pro- 
ductive to the revenue, were entirely abolished. Upon the whole, these 
were substantial relaxations, though not a complete redress of the national 
grievance of protection. 

The session of 1 846, was the consummation of the minister’s toils. Pre- 
ceding measures pointed distinctly to the unreserved application to every 
productive interest of the great principle of Free Trade. The formidable 
agitation of the Anti-Com Iaxw League, had left no hope of intermediate 
resting-])lace. Other circumstances helped to force onward, and smooth 
the way to this final legislative settlement. The public renunciation by 
Lord John Russell of a fixed duty on corn, was an example of yielding to 
ininiediate urgencies that opportunely lessened the obloquy of dereliction 
from past professions in the minister; while at the same time the alleged 
impending famine in Ireland, from the failure of the potato crop, concurred 
to aiford a popular pretext fur woiking on the sympathies of a numerous 
class, more impressilile by existing calamities than by the calculations of a 
distant and eomprehen.sivc intelligence. Accordingly, on the first day of the 
session of 1846, the minister announced his entire conversion, and declared 
that his opinions on the law whicli governed the importation ot food, had uu- 
dergone a change; that he could no longer meet the annual motion of Mr. 

nliers by a direct negative, and that he now felt that all the grounds ou 
^hich protection to native industry had been advocated, were untenable. 
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The history of IlinJostan resembles in character that of ancient or partially 
civilized nations, and is more replete with details of wars and violence than of 
legislation and peaceful progress. Accordingly, it is from this region we con- 
tinue to draw the most stirring if not most gratifying events of historical narra- 
tive. Nearly with the close of the Cabiil war terminated the Indian administra- 
tion of the earl of Auckland. He was succeeded by lord Ellenborough, a 
nobleman of some abilities and e.xpcriencc at the India board, but whose pre- 
vious life had afforded no earnest cither of such stability of cbaijiD^ter or grasp of 
mind as to indicate his fitness for so responsible an appointment. Contrary 
to e.xpectation, his first acts made a favourable impression, intimating a fixed 
determination to refrain from intermeddling or ambitious wars, and to concen- 
trate the energi^of his govcrninent exclusively on the internal improvement 
of the oriental |iwnsula. But these pacific overtures were of short duration, 
and from the style of his lordship’s subsequent proceedings and proclamations 
he appeared to have been suddenly seized, though n civilian, with the 
soldierly furor to the full extent of the most bellicose of his predecessors. 
Happily, his Napoleon imitations in the cabinet and the field were cutslnjrt 
by the prompt intervention of the East India company, and hasty recal of their 
precarious viceregent, who was replaced by sir Henry Hardinge. This vete- 
ran of the field of Waterloo appears to have been sincerely bent on the main- 
tenance of peace ; but with restless and faithless neighbours, rarely bound 
by the ties of honour or of treaties, or even a rational appreciation of their 
own interests, wars maybe unavoidable. In proximity with these disturbing 
relations has our Indian sovereignly sometimes been placed, and which ofl'er 
some extenuation of our almost unceasing hostilities and constantly extend- 
ing territorial limits. We could not always have remained (piicscent even 
bad the servants of the company been honestly intent on resisting the seduc- 
tions of easy conquests and more extended rule over a feeble and inferior 
race. To fight or submit to wrong, to insidious intrigue, ])crfidy, insecurity, nr 
occasional encroachment, has been at times the sole alternative. Such has 
been the tenure of our Indian dominion, and in some of its irksome conditions 
do the recent sanguinary conflicts with the Sikhs appear to have originated. 
The ags:ression was theirs, apparently without valid pretext, and without 
other impulse than a mistaken impression that they were able to contend 
in open field with the Anglo-Indian flowers. So little did the Indian go- 
vernment seek hostilities on this occasion, that it seems to have been taken 
by surprise, or at least not fully prepared to meet the first offensive inroad 
of the Sikhs in the passing of the Sutlej. Subsequent euergy amply re- 
deemed this backwardness of the governor-general in his preparations, ami 
an invasion of no Hule daring and completeness in its warlike materid 
and combinations was Iriurnphaidly repelled. Even more was achieved ; 
the vanquished Sikhs were pursued into their ow u territory, their capital occu- 
pied, and such terms of submission and government prescribed to them as the 
conquerors thought fit to impose. For a brief notice of the victories ol 
Moodjc, Ferozeshah, and Sobraon, which have earned for viscount Hardinge 
and lord Gouah enduring martial fame and deserved rewards, we must rclci 
to the ChronicU^ of IH 46 and the commencement of the following ycrii- 
Not less successful had sir Charles Napier been in his military opera- 
tions. In a brief but brilli nt campaign, Scinde was conquered, aiu 
together with Gwalior, annexed to our eastern empire. 

Turning, again, to contemporary events in England^ the parliamentary ses- 
sion of 18 ^ was one of unusual interest. The settlement of a great qucstimj 
of public policy, long cimflictingly agitated by the agricultural and comnicrci«i 
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classes, and the consequent change of ministry, formed the leading occur- 
rences. The Corn Laws had been pertinaciously clung to as tlie sheet an- 
chor of the aristocracy of the soil and needful equivalent fur alleged peculiar 
burdens. Energetic discussion and inquiry had tended to weaken the force 
of these opinions and pretexts. Of “ peculiar burdens** the landed interest 
had already relieved themselves by a stationary land-tax, a stringent 
poor-law, and the repeal of agricultural taxes. And as protective of rural 
industry, thigborn laws had proved illusive or misleading. At most, they 
were only protective of a class — of the landlord’s rent — not of the interests 
of the occupiers and labourers, while they were undeniably obstructive to 
domestic trade and the expansion of foreign commerce. Despite of these 
established conclusions, an influential party still adhered to a partial or in- 
efficient policy, and viewed with alarm the important measure for the im- 
mediate reduction of the import duties, and their final repeal in February 
1849. This definite settlement consummated the alienation of a large sec- 
tion of the minister’s former supporters, headed by the duke of Richmond, 
in the lords, and lord George Bentinck and Mr. Disraeli, in the commons. 
The tie of allegiance had been weakened by the liberal tendency of Sir 
Robert Peers antecedent commercial policy ; but the wresting from them 
at one decisive stroke the last, and, as they conceived, strongest hold on the 
pockets of the people, completed their defection. It was deemed open 
npostacy from the purest conservatism, and the protectionists only waited 
for an opportunity to inflict, what they esteemed, a merited punishment on 
their recreant leader. 

The wished^-for occasion soon occurred in opposing the minister’s bill for 
the better protection of life in Ireland. Delil)erntc assassinations had been 
of late alarmingly frequent in that unsettled country ; they had lieeri per- 
petrated in open day, and spectators of the crime, in some instances, had 
evinced inditl'ercnce nr reluctance to aid the ends of justice. It was to 
meet this frightful evil that the protection of life bill was framed. Objec- 
tionable in some of its clauses, it seemed almost warranted by the magni- 
tude of the occasion ; hut, by an heterogeneous junction of political 
extremes, in which the declared pretexts are usually more palpable than 
the real motives, the ministry were defeated on the second reading of their 
bill, by a majority of seventy-three. 

Similar prospective cliflficuUies, through similar combinations of parties, 
awaited them on the alteralion of the sugar duties, in consequence of their 
determination to uphold the seemingly impracticable distinction between 
free and slave-grown sugar. But they resolved not to abide further 
ilisaslers. Upon the result of the. division just mentioned, Sir Robert 
Peel dissolved his adininistnUion, ])romptly iieling on the constitutional 
ground that he had laid down for the guidance of his predecessors, May 24, 
1841, namely, that he whs unable to command the parliamentary support 
necessary to carry measures he considered essential to the public welfare. 

The five years of Sir Robert PceFs government had been emiiicnily 
successful. A deficient treasury had been replenished and made to over- 
flow ; a new tnriflf on enlightened principles of commercial freedom all but 
completed, and a great question, long the topic of angry controversy and 
industrial jealousy, settled to the satisfaction of all parties, save a few' 
inistaken monopolists. Foreign affairs went on not less auspiciously 
than those of domestic import. The earl of Aberdeen apparently enjoyed 
the same kind of confidential influence among the continental sovereigns 
that the duke of Wellington dues among British peers. Hence thera 
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"were few if any misunderstandings calling for hostile demonstration's 
or foreign interference. Indeed, the policy of the foreign secretary con- 
trasted advantageously with that of viscount Palmerston by its quiet, 
conciliatory tone and absence of the expensive armaments, treaty-making, 
and mediatorial interventions, that signalized the official career of his more 
bustling predecessor. One set-off to the prosperous course of the late 
ministry it would, however, be unjust to their successors not emphatically to 
mark, especially as it may be a difficulty with which they may have again 
to struggle. Extrinsic circumstances, which they had little merit in pro- 
ducing, were highly favourable to the Peel ministry. Upon their accession 
to office the country was on the eve of recovering from one of those long 
fits of industrial depression that have periodically characterized the com- 
mercial history of the country for the last half century. Of this revival 
the Peel administration had the full benefit; while its predecessors had luid 
to grapple with its drawbacks, which operated both to their unpopularity 
and financial difficulties. 

The new ministry of Lord John Russell is not sufficiently clevclojicd in 
its measures for prospective speculation or notice beyond that comprised 
in the Chrojiiele. For laudable aims within stinted limits, it has unde- 
niable claims, but it is weak in itself, and depends for existence rather on 
the spontaneous co-operation of precarious auxiliaries, than inherent 
strength. Two alternatives are before it, and which, from the approaching 
appeal to the sense of the community by a general election, will (Icnnnid 
immediate and intelligible <lcclarations, namely, whether it is intent on 
seeking parliamentary support by a policy inclining to the conservative 
or popular and progressive elements of national advancement. 

Up to the present, a scanty harvest and the failure of the staple food of 
Ireland, have chieHy occupied government attention in home-affairs, and 
which embarrassments it has met with wisdom and decision. Externally, 
the simultaneous marriage of the Spanish princesses, and the annexation of 
Cracow to Austria, have formed the Ictading events. The first afforded 
8co}>€ for a somewhat ludicrous exhibition of dijiloinatic trilling in the 
Eritish foreign office, and probably the last attemjit (hat will he made to 
revive the by-gone family inanities of the old European governmeiit>. 
How the failure of children in the queen of Spain, and the unliorn children 
of the presumptive heiress succeeding her majesty to the throne — both the 
most problematical, obscure, and almost remote of contingencies — could 
for a moment disturb the quiet of the realm, and become a mliject of foinial 
state remonstrance betw'cen two great nations, ])a.sse8 rcasonalilc compre- 
hension, and if not overlooked, must assuredly amuse a future generation. 
The affair of Cracow Ibrnicd a more tangible, though probably not more 
available subject of jirotcst. It was a violation of the treaty of Vienna, to 
which England and France, in common with the Three Powers, had been 
ptrtics. Bui the indc])endencc of Cracow was little more than nominal, 
and had never been very scrupulously respected by its powerful neighbours. 
Moreover, publ. ;- treaties cannot be eternal. Like minor contracts, they 
luf?c their binding force, if the implied conditions under which they weic 
made have ceased or beer infringed. 

It only remains briefly to nc»H:c the industrial and commercial state of 
the country, during the first term of the present reign. The first halfot 
the decade, as already remarked, was one of extreme depression ; the other, 
of unusual prosperity. In the summer and autumn of 1845, a remarkable 
feature in domestic affairs was the vivacity of railway speculation. 'J ne 
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seductive prospect of extraordinary gains, partly founded on the ample divi- 
dends accruing from some of the completed lines, aided by unusual success 
ill commerce and agriculture, had drawn into this vortex adventurers from 
every class of the community. The impulse was not confined to London, 
but raged with equal or greater fervour in the provincial towns, especially 
Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Dublin. In most 
of these places numerous share-brokers sprung up, and exchange-mans 
were established on the model <»f the London stock-exchange. Gambling 
in shares, and the concoction of tempting projects, became an engrossing 
occupation. The result of this activity was the rush of projectors, and 
cageriiess to deposit plans with the board of trade, noticed in the Chronicle, 
November 31, preparatory to the meeting of parliament. 

A short time previously, and just after the railway fever had reached its 
lieight, !/7fc Tunes newspaper published an immense table, compiled by Mr. 
Sjiacknian, cxliibiting the extent of the railway interest of the United 
Kingdom. According to this statistical document, the capital invested in 
completed lines, and belonging to forty-seven companies, amounted to 
70,680,877/.; that of lines in course ol construction, 6 7, 359,32 5/. ; and 
that required to carry out the projected lines, of which the particulars were 
bcfuiC the public, 620 in number, to about 563,203,000/. It followed, 
that the railway liabilities of the country exccedi d the capital of tlie national 
debt. But this elaborate representation admitted of some abatements; 
many were only paper projects, started for gambling purposes ; others were 
competing lines, so that there vvas an evident fallacy in the assumption, ihsit 
the nominal capital represented intrinsic liabilities. The figures, how- 
ever, indubitably showed the extent of railway venture, and in the main, 
as tlte results have attcstcil, with just intentions and adequate resources. 
The parliamentary deposits, paid to the accountant-general, amounted to 
about thirteen millions, and nearly GOO railway bills were actually brought 
before parliament in the ensuing year, although only 272 were passed, and 
many of these in a reduced form. 

The results of tlie session <»f 1846 were, that 4790 miles of additional 
railway were sanctioned, requiring an estimated outlay of 91,165,530/. In 
tiie j)receding session, 225 railway bills were presented, and 120 acts 
paj^sed, antliuri/.ing the conslructiun of 2883 miles of railway, which 
nearly doubled the aggregate length of railway communication ))revioiisly 
existing. These engagements, it is probable, will not seriously embarrass 
the country, }>rovided, in the ensuing two or three years, no great check is 
experienced in national progress, from failing harvests, or recoil in the 
extraordinary commercial and manufacturing activity of recent years. 

An unexpected schism in the Scotch Church, and the transient efforts of 
Ihe Tractarians in the English, form the chief religious novelties of tlie 
period. Literature and science offer no peculiarities materially different 
Irom the two preceding rciy;ns. Useful knowledge, rather than original 
or speculative research, continued the bent of the age. Poetry and the ideal 
liayc yielflctl to the practical and liic real. Mechanical arts and natural 
philosophy have been the most succt'ssful intellectual engrossments. Gco- 
in particular, has revealed a new world of wonders in the mysteries of 
nature. Mathematicians, too, have earned for themselves an unpHralclled 
triumph in locating, by the power of analysis, iu the immenaiiy of sjwce, a 
^^elestial luminary ere it had been descried by the rye of man or telescope. 
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EVENTS AND OCCURRENCES. 


A.i>. 1837. June 20. Accession of Queen 
Victoria. — Her Majesty was born at 
Kensington Palace, May 24, 1819, atiii 
was the daughter of the duke of Kent, the 
fourth son of George III., and who died 
January 23rd in the following year.. His 
Royal Highness had married the princess 
dowager of Leiningen, the mother of the 
queen, ufion whom devolved the education 
of the future sovereign of the realm. 
Parliament had fixed the majority of the 
princess Victoria on the completion of 
her eighteenth year, so that the legal 
term had been reached only about a month 

i ireviousto the death of her uncle, William 
[V. The demise of the crown was inti- 
mated to her majesty by the archbishop 
of Canterbury and the lord chamberlain ; 
and on the 22nd the queen was proclaimed 
in the metropolis with the usual ceremo- 
nies. The crowns of the United King- 
dom and of Hanover had become severed by 
the accession of queen Victoria, through 
the operation of the salique law, by which 
females do not succeed in the Hanoverian 
kingdom. In consequence the queen’s 
uncle, the duke of Cumberland, became 
king of Hanover, and next in succession to 
the throne of England. The cabinet minis- 
ters, under w'hose administration the new 
reign commenced, were the following: — 
Viscount Melbourne, PirH Lord ^ the 
Treasury (prime minister). 

Marquis of Lansdow'iic, Lord President 
of the Council. 

Ixird Cottenharo, fjord Jii(]h Chancellor. 
Viscount Duncaiinon, fjord Privy Seat, 
awl Chief Commissioner of WimmIs 
and Forests. 


business beyond what was indispensable, 
till the assembling of a new parliament. 
Next day a discussion ensued, in which 
Lord Lyndhurst, in a caustic address, de- 
clared ministers to be powerless in parlia- 
ment, and incompetent servants of (he 
crown, which provoked a sharp reply 
from Lord Melbourne. In the commons, 
Lord John Russell stated, that ministers 
would continue to act with an anxious 
desire to perpetuate the freedom and 
happiness of the empire. 

July 5. A proclamation, issued by the 
king of Hanover, informing his subjects 
that he intended to abrogate the constitu- 
tion granted by his brother, William IV.. 
in 1833. 

8. William IV. buried at Windsor with 
the usual solemnities. The shops in the 
principal streets were closed. 

17. The queen went in state to pro- 
rogue parliament. It excited unusual in- 
terest, and a large crowd had assembled. 
The chief topics of the speech read by her 
majesty were the amity that happily sub- 
sisted with foreign powers : the amomi- 
ments effected in the criminal code, by a 
diminution of capital punishments, and die 
expression of a wish to strengthen civil and 
ecclesiastical institutions by discreet im- 
provements. The same evening a proclama- 
tion appeared in the Gazette, dissolving par- 
liament, and directing another to be called. 

24. VauxhalUgardens were crowded, f«) 
see the ascent of the large balloon, to 
which a parachute was attached, widi 
which a Mr. Cocking was to descend. The 
parachute, in Its descent from the balloon, 
having collapsed, Mr. (’o^king was thrown 


Right Hon. .Spring Rice, Chancellor of out of the basket in which he sat, and killed. 

the Exchequer. Public attention was cliicHy occupied 

I.^rd John Russell, Howe Secretary. during the end of July and beginning of 
Viscount Palmerston, Foreign Secretary, August, by the general election. Con‘ii- 
Lonl Glenelg, Co/oMiVi/ .Srcrchiry. derable changes took place. Sir Framis 

Sir J. C. Hobhouse, President of the Rurdett, so long the representative of 
Board ef Control. Westminster, declined a contest, rcconi- 

First f.jrrdof the Admiralty, mending sir George Murray ns his suc- 
Lord Holland, Chancellor <f the Jhwhy cessor; but Mr. Leader, who .shortly bc- 
tf Lancaster. fore had cont«*atcd NVestminster with sir 

Bt- Hon. C. P. Thomson, President tf Francis Rurdett, was elected, along with 
the Board f Trade. general Evans, who was rc-elcctcd. Sir 

Lord Howick, Secretary at War. F. Rurdett was afterwanls elected Jor 

111 Ireland the tninistrv was, — MTiltshire. Mr. Hume lost his election loi 

Karl of 3IoIgta''e, Lord Lieutenant, Middlesex, but was elected for Kilkcnii>. 
Lord Plunkett, fxini Chancellor. August II. Considerable alarm at Madro , 

Viscount Morpeth, Chief Setretary. from the near approach of don CarK s, ns 
T. Drummond, Esq.. Under Secretary. troops occupying the palace of Lagranj?'* 
I^ieut-Col. Yorke, Private Secretary. Espartero having arrived to ^ 
June 22* A message from the qiiemi was capital, he effected in conjunction wi * • ^ 
delivered to both houses, referring to the officers, a changs of ministers, Mem 
death of her predecessor, and the inex- and his colleagues resigning, 
pediency of proceeding with any public 16. A steam-boat, plying between 
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aon and Gravesend, took fire on the voy- 
age down the river. The captain ran the 
vessel >»n shore. Two of the passengers 
lost their lives. 

18. An extraordinary session of the par- 
liament of Lower Canada, opened by 
Lord Ctosford, the governor-in-chief. In 
the governor’s opening speech, ulhision 
was made to the resolutions (JJritiafi 
Historf/t p. 1020), passed in the spring by 
the British legislature. The colonial as- 
sembly demanded an elective legislative 
council, and had refused to vote uiiy sup- 
plies since 1832. It was to meet this 
state of discontent and ohstruction, that 
lord John Hussell had introduced the 
jesolntions which hud passed the im- 
perial parliament ; but no law was founded 
upon them, in consequence of the king’s 
death and sudden dissolution of parliu- 
niout. The colonial assembly was dis- 
solved by I^rd Gosford, it having refused 
to accede to the government measures. 

18. Duke of Terceira with other Portu- 
guese noblemen unsuccessfully attempt to 
restore the constitutional charter of don 
Pedro. 

‘J(i. A railroad from Paris to St. Ger- 
main opened. 

Sept, 5. The congress of the United 
States meet earlier to consider the deranged 
stale of the American currency, and the 
extraordinary pecuniary embarrassments, 
resulting from land-jobbing and specula- 
tion. 

Oct. 4. VrtMich chamber of deputies dis- 
solved. Fifty new peers created. 

13. Genei il Damremont, commander of 
the French troops in Africa, aftac ked Con- 
staiitina, the capital of Achmet Bey, 
which he carried by assault, after adesjie- 
rate resistance on the part of the native 
troops and inhabitants. Damremont was 
killed by h cannon.ball. Achmet Iley re- 
tired from Constantiua with 12,000 men, 
as the French entered it. Constantiua, 
though of great antiquity, having been the 
capital of Nuniidia, and a town of const- 
<lcrablc extent, has only rerenily become 
known to Kuropcans, especially since the 
French occupation of Algierf. 

Nov. 9, This being the first lord 
mayor’s day since the accession, i|Ucen 
Victoria was invited to dine at Guildhall. 
Ihc day was kept as a holiday tliroughout 
London, and the streets and windows of 
the houses in the line of the roy.il proces- 
sion were crowded with spectators. In 
front of St. Paiifs, an uddreiM was deli- 
jered to the queen by one of the boys of 
Christ’s church hospital, the rest of the 
ot the sehnol witnessing (he scone, 
rom seats which had been fltteil up for 
» jeiraccommmluiioii. At GuildhaU. which 
'as magnificently prepared for the bun- 


not 

quet, the queen conferred the rank of 
baronet on sir J. Cowan, the new lord 
mayor, and the sheriffs were knighted ; 
one of whom, sir Moses Montefiore, is said 
to be the first person of the Jewish per- 
suasion who has received that honour in 
Britain. In the evening, along the whole 
line of the procession, the illuminutioa was 
very general. 

15. New Parliament opened by Com- 
mission. — On the 20ih,the queen came in 
state to unfold the business of the session. 
The royal speech pointed out several sub- 
jects requiring prompt consideration. The 
disturbed state of Lower Canada was one ; 
the municipal government of the towns of 
Ireland called for reform, and the laws 
relative to tithes and the poor in the same 
country, were ])rcssed upon attention. 
In conclusion, the queen alluded to the 
early age at wliicli she had been called to 
the sovereignty of the kingdom, hut ex- 
pressed her reliance on the cordial co-opc- 
ratiun of parliament and the people. The 
address having been moved by the duke of 
Sussex, the duke of Wellington congratu- 
lated the house on the prospect of unani- 
inity, and promised to give his assistance 
in considering the subjects recommended 
to their notice. An amendment was 
moved, propo>ing an early consideration 
of “an equitable extension of the elective 
franchise.” It was opposed by lord J. 
Hussell, and lost by 509 to 20. 

Dec. 8. The chancellor of the exchequer, 
moved for a select committee to inquire, 
into the pension list Sir K. Feel, sub- 
mitted an amendment, the object of which 
wa.s to prevent the proposeil inquiry. 
-\fler a debate, during which Mr. Harvey 
delivered an effective speech in reply to 
sir U. Peel, the motion for a committee 
was carried by 295 to 233. Messrs. Hume, 
Hawes, Strutt, ami Grote, were chosen on 
the committee, and the somewhat delicate 
objects of their inquiries fairly carried out, 
and given to the world in a parliamentary 
report 

22. News arrived of riots at Montreal 
on the filh insi , between the partisans of 
Papincait and the supporters ot the govern- 
ment. On the 19lh inst, the Canadian 
rebels came to an engagement with tlie 
royalists at St. Kustace: they were beaten 
and dispersed. The insurgents ne.\t day 
laid down their arms, their chiefs saving 
themselves by flight. 

29, The. American steamdioat Carolina 
attacked and burnt, near Schlosser, a vil- 
lage to the e.ast of the Niagara, on the ter- 
ritory of the United Slates. 

Annuai- OmTiiAuY.-- Sir John Soane, 
architect, 8 1. Dr. Macnish. “ Anatomy of 
Drunkenm*‘-s.** Filward Donovan, natural 
history. Viscount Kingsburcugh, “ Mexi- 
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can Antiquities.’* Carlo Botta» Italian 
historian, 70. Sir Egcrton Brydges, litera- 
ture and criticism. Alexander Pushkin, the 
Russian Byron, 37. Robert John Thorn- 
ion, M.D., botanist. Dr, F. Rosen, San- 
scrit literature, 32* Dr. Marshmau, Chinese 
literature, 69. Dr. Mavor, educational 
works, 80. 

A.D. 1838. Jan. 5. The insurgents of 
Upper Canada, under the command of 
Dr. Mackenzie, surround Toronto, but 
are repulsed from the town by the go- 
vernor, sir Francis Head. 

Proclamation of the president of the 
united states of America against the citi- 
zens who had taken, or might take, arms 
in favour of the insurgents of Canada ; and 
message to the senate on the subject of a 
revision of the laws, to prevent the attacks 
on neighbouring nations by the citizens of 
the United States. 

10. The royal exchange burnt. The 
cause of this alarming 6re in the centre of 
inctcantile trafKc, has never been ascer- 
tained. 

13. Death OK THE Earl of Eldon. — 
This eminent person had survived ten 
years the more active period of his exist- 
ence, and till his own peculiar age and 
time, had almost become obsolete. He was 
of middle-class origin, and by the shrewd 
and steady exertion of no extraordinary abi- 
lities, hud been the leading public character 
of a long and eventful era. Lord Kldon 
was xio( an eloquent speaker ; he was not 
an enlightened Juristonsult, legislator, or 
Htatesman, yet by industry, inflexibility of 
purpose, and commendable integrity, with 
a sagacious estimate of the character of his 
time and his contemporaries, he success- 
fully redeemed the w'untof shining natural 
gifts. He had been classically educated, 
and intended for the church, but marrying, 
he thereby disqualifled himself for holding 
a college living, to which preferment he 
aspired. Intercepted in this course of 
advancement, he directed his attention 
Avith ardour to the study of the laAV, in the 
perplexing subtleties of which he became 
an adept. Nor was he uniiiiiidful of sub- 
sidiary arts of protp.ution, dexterously 
availing himself of favourable junctures to 
commend himself to George III., by in- 
tense professions of devotion to his person, 
family, and government. For these dis- 
plays of atfection and loyalty, the king 
took the earliest opportunity of rewarding 
him. In 1783 lie made him one of his 
counsel; in 17^3, he knighted both him 
and his eldest brother, William , next year 
he became attorney-gent .*al ; in 1799, ho 
was made chief-justice of the Common 
Pleas, and raised to the peerage by the 
title of baron Eldon; in 1801, he was ad- 
ftneed to the highest Judicitl appoint* 


ment, that of lord chancellor, which oflice 
he held, with the exception of fourtecq 
months in 1806-7, to the year 1827. 
During this long term, he was a devoted 
and eflicient servant of the crown ; pri- 
vately its confidential adviser in all mut- 
ters of conscience or personal difliculty ; 
and ofBcially and by severe laws vigilantly 
seeking to guard the throne against real 
or imaginary dangers. His leading maxim 
was to concede nothing^ and the only change 
he ever attempted was to get rid of his 
oiBcial wig ; but this Geoi-ge III, opposetl, 
saying, “ No, no ; Pll have no innovations 
ill my time.” He was author of the no- 
table apophthegm “ that the union of tbv 
State with the Church, is not to make the 
Church political, but the State religious.” 
Ai a judge, he was remarkable for dilatori- 
ness; doubting too much, postponing too 
long, and not driving business )iomc. He 
admitted his infirmity, but reckoned 
among the fruits of his dubitution, that lit? 
never committed the error of giving to A. 
the property of B. His slow justice was 
doubtless better than sAvift injustice; but 
this wjIs not the pith of the charge against 
him : his endless delays operated as a de- 
nial of justice altogether. Upon the whole, 
lord Kldon was a remarkable man ; selt- 
sceking, no doubt, and somewhat gossip- 
ing and old-womanish, but exemplary for 
ready common sense, fearlessness of con- 
duct, and success in life. Adversity he 
had hardly known till towards the close ol’ 
his arduous career, when he was oppressed 
vvith many public ainl domestic vexations. 
He was characteristic, hoAVCAcr, to the 
last. Just before he died, the doctor re- 
marked to him, It is a cold day, iny 
lord;” to which he replied in a low and 
placid voice, ” It matters not to me, Avherc 
1 am going, Avhether the Avealher here is 
hot or cold.” He Avas not a frequent 
church-goer, but cheri.shcd a wholesome 
practical religion, that relied more ongo«>d 
works than faith for salvation. 

16. Karl of Durham appointed governor- 
general and high commissioner for the 
adjustment of tiie aifnirs of LoAver and 
Upper Canada. On the same day par- 
liament mot, the Christmas recess occupy- 
ing only from the 22iid ultimo, owing to 
Cana<lian afiuirs. Lord J. Russell in the 
commons, and lord (ilenelg in the lords, 
entered into statements respecting the 
state of Canada, and the measures pro- 
posed to b? adopted by the government lor 
settling the disturbances. Lonl Brougham 
mpugiied the colonial policy of niiuis*- 
crs. The carl of Durham slated the 
Arinciples that A^oiild guide him in tl>e 

iischarge of his arduous duties as governor- 

general. On the 22nd, Mr. Roebuck was 
heard at the bar of the commons against 
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tho Canadian bill. A debate followed, 
which was resumed the next da'^, when a 
division took place on the motion forgoing 
into a committee, which was carried by 
262 to 16. The bill, which was a tempo- 
rary provision, became law in Febrnary ; 
it suspended the existing legislature of 
Lower Canada, substituting aspeciai coun* 
cil appointed by the crown. 

Feb. 8. The navigation of the Thames, 
w|)ich had been suspended some weeks, 
in consequence of the frost having blocked 
up the river with ice, was resumed, the 
thaw of the last few days, having suffi- 
ciently cleared the river. So severe a 
winter had not been known for many 
years, 

IT). Mr. Grote’s motion for the intro- 
duction of vote by ballot in parliamentary 
elections rejected by 316 to 117. 

‘20. Lord llroughum delivers an impres- 
sive speech on tho slave-trade, and the 
condition of negro apprentices. 

March 15. A motion by Mr. Villiers for 
a committee of the whole house to con- 
sider the corn-laws, negatived by 300 to 
1 ) 6 . 

A/tn/ 3. On the motion of lonl John 
Uusselt, a select cnmmiltee xvas appointed 
to inquire into the ino<le of leasing eccle- 
siastical properly in Kngluml. It <.cca- 
sioned a warm debate, and sir U. Peel, 
who opposed the motion, charged govern- 
ment with not keeping faith with the 
Church. 

1*2. The London and Southampfon rail- 
way opened for *23 miles, from London to 
Woking-comnuui. 

17. Died, at Paris, in his 8ith venr, 
tiji* celebrated iliplnmaiist prince de Tal- 
leyrand. He was horn at Paris in 1754 
He w iH visited on his death-bed by I.ouis- 
lMnlip])e, and his funeral was conducted 
with great pomp. 

•2X. In the lords, earl Fitzwilliam said 
tli:it so far from hlaining iiiiiiisters for 
omitting the pageant in AVestminsler h.vll 
he regretted that they had liot courage le 
go farther, anti put an end to the whoU 
ceremony of the coronation, n« fit only for 
a half-lmrbarous age, 

•hue 17. 'rhe Great Western arrived at 
New ^'ork from llristol, afier a passage oi 
l>» days. This is the first steamer whirl 
has crossed the Atlantic by the power o 
steam only, but it was followotl, on the 
I8lh, by the Sirius, which bjft Cork on ilje 
Isiof June, and performed the passage in 
17 days, lloih were welcomed with much 
enthusiasm ; and on their departure were 
sHluted with guns from the shipping and 
the shore. 

-8. Thk Coronation of the Qoekn.— 

'c procession left Buckingham palace at 
ten o clock, and arrived av West minster- 


abbey at half-past eleven. Marshal Soult 
was the l^'rench ambassador, and much 
nterest was excited in witnessing the cor- 
dial reception he met with from all classes 
of the people. Fairs were held in the 
parks, and fireworks and other amuse- 
ments provided for the people. 

31. SiMQLLAii Delusion. — A riot oc- 
curred at Boughton, near Canterbury, at- 
tended with loss of life. A lunatic named 
Thom, hul who assumed the name cf sir 
W. Courtenay, knight of Malta, and king 
of Jerusalem, having been released from 
onfinement, attached himself to the lowest 
rabble, and incited them against the poor- 
law act. On this day, a farmer of the 
neighbourhood, whose servant had been 
induced to join the crowd which attended 
Thom, sent a constable to fetch him back; 
hut on his arrival on the ground he was 
shot by the madman Thom. On this out- 
rage the military were called out, and 
lieut. llennett proceeded lo take the mur- 
derer into custody, but Thom advance«l, 
and, firing a jtistol, killed the lieutenant 
on the spot. His death was avenged by 
one of the soldiers, who fired at Thom, 
and laid him dead by the side of lieutenant 
Ileiinett. The people then attacked the 
military, who were compelled to fire, and 
it was not until several were killed that 
the mob disperstal. Many of the inbabii- 
ants considered Thom a saint. 

July 12. Commencement, of hostilities 
between France and Mexico. 

13. A grand entertainment given by the 
city of London to the foreign princes and 
ambassadors present at the coronation, 

li). Lord J, Russell moved that the re- 
sidue of the million loan be applied to the 
relief of the tithe-owners in Ireland. Op- 
posed by Mr. Hume and Mr. Ward, but 
carried by 190 to 61. 

28. A public meeting held at Bombay, 
to consider the best means of honouring 
the memory of sir lL>bert Grant, the late 
governor. It was resolved to devote the 
fuml propo.sed to be collected to the erec- 
tion of a suitable building for the medical 
roUegt*, planned by sir Robert Grant. 
The chamber of commerce signified its 
intention of raising a momiinent to bis 
memory. 

Auy, 1. Slavery abolished in the East 
Indies. 

16. Fahlumknt i hoiiogi bo by tiir 
Qiu»,n. — The intrtnluction of poor laws 
into Ireland, and the measures for tran- 
quillizing Crniada, had formed the chief 
legislation of the session. The Irish mu- 
nicipal eorporntion bill w^as abandoned, 
through disagreement w ith the lonls, and 
niiuistcis ccascil to press the educational 
clause In the Irish Chureh bill. 

18. Meeting of the British ossociatiou 
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(‘ummencuu ut Nt^wcustle, professor Whje- 
well in the chair, in the absence of lord 
Burlington. 

Sept, 2. Opening of the railroad be- 
tween Ghent and Ostetid. 

6. The I'orfarshirc steamer, fioni Hull 
to Dundee, was wrecked, when 33 per- 
sons perished. Owing to the courageous 
conduct of the Outer Fern lighthouse- 
keeper, J. Darling, and his daughter, 
who ventured ont 'in a tiemendous sea in 
a coble, several of the passengers were 
rescued. 

(i. Ceremony of the coronation of the 
emperor of Austria performed at klilan, 
the capital of his Italian dominions; the 
iron crown of Lombardy brought from its 
depositor}' for the occasion. The emperor 
promulgated tft) amnesty which remits the 
jmnislunent of State offenders. 

17. London and Birmingham railway 
opened throughout its entire length. The | 
tii-st train, conveying a number of the di- 
rectors, completed the distance of ll'j 
miles in four hours and fourteen minutes ; 
and the second train, carrying 200 passen- 
gers, in about six hours. 

Oct, 3. News arrived that the British 
troops had entered Cabul as auxiliaries of 
the alleged legitimate prince of that 
region. 

14. Prince Napoleon Buonr.parte leaves 
Aremberg for Kngland. The menaces of 
the French goveriirnenl had induced the 
Swiss cantons to withdraw their protection 
from the prince. 

Aov. lb. The treaty of commerce be- 
tween Britain and Turkey ratified. By 
this treaty, ail British articles imported 
into the Ottoman dominions are subjected 
to an ad valorem duty of 3 per>cent. ; and 
ill lieu of all other and itdand duties here- 
tofore required previous to the sale of the 
goods by the importer, one fixed duly of 
2 per cent, is to be levied, after which the 
gooils may be sold and resold in the inte- 
rior, without any further duty being re- 
quired. English vessels are also freed 
from any charge on passing the Darda- 
nelles, the Bosphorus, and tlie Black Sea: 
and a free transit is granted to all foreign 
goods passing through Turkey for exporta- 
tion. By Other articles, the; provisions of 
former treaties (except as affected by the 
present) are < onfirtned, and any advan- 
tages which may hereafter ifc granted ti: 
other powers b' tl»e Porte, ure claimed for 
the Britisb tra*! ‘r. 

17. RebeH^un in Canada entirely sup- 
pressed. 

Dec. 12. Sir Herbert Jcniier gave judg- 
ment fn the Arches* Court, in a suit (ar- 
gued Nov* 19) promoted at I he instance 
of the Rev. John Breeks, vicar of the 
parish of Carisbrook isle of Wight, in 


which the defendant, Mrs. Woolfrcy, was 
cited to answer to articles objected 
against her, for having, without leave 
of the vicar, erected a tombstone to the 
memory of her husband, and iiiKcribed 
the two following inscriptions : “ Pray for 
the soul of Joseph Woolfrey,*' and “ It is 
a holy and a wholesome thought to pray 
for the death — 2 Maccabees, ch. xii.’* con- 
trary to the articles, and to the doctrine 
and discipline of the Church of Kiiglaiul. 
After a review of the arguments advanectl 
for and against the application, sir Herbert 
Jenuer saitl it was the opinion of the court 
that the articles on both questions should 
he rejected altogether, and the party cited 
dismissed. The suit was therefore dis- 
missed, with costs. 

2G. The Greenwich-railway opened. 

Large bodies of chartists having assem- 
bled at night in various parts, especially 
l.ane?abire, armed with guns, pikes, &e„ 
carrying (lags uinl torches, and conducting 
themselves in a tumultuous manner, a pro- 
clamation was issued, declaring all such 
meetings illegal, and warning persons to 
desist from such nsHCinblies. 

27. Rev. J. K. Stephen arresM'd at 
Ashton-tindcr-Line, charged with having 
used seditious language at a public meeting 
at Leigh. 

Annuai. Okituahv, — Dr. Bushy, trans- 
lator of Lucretius, Karl of KIdon, law 
and polities. 87. .Silvestre de Saey. orien- 
talist, 8U. T. Morton, dramatist, IM. 
Prince de Talley rind, diplomatist, 84. Sir 
Richard Colt Hoare, antiquary, HU. 
Duchessc d*.\hrantus, memoirs, &e. Dr. 
Jamieson, philolok’y, 8U. Mrs. Grant of 
Laggan, “Letters from the Mountains,** Hi. 
Mrs. Maclean (L. K. Lundon), poetry, 
30. H. Lancaster, founder of Laiicaste- 
rian schools. F. Pouqiieville, “Travels 
in the Morea.'* 08. 

A. 1 ). 1839, Jan. 6,7. A violent hurri- 
cane committed great ravages on the 
western coast of Kngland, and opposite 
shores of Ireland, and destroyed many 
vessels, ill St. George’s cliannel. In Liver- 
pool, twenty persons were kilbnl by falling 
buildings; Bootle-bay was covered with 
wrecks, as tnatiy ns fifteen vessels being 
thrown on the shore within the space ot a 
mile. The persons’ drowned in lh‘* 
neighbourhood of Liverpool were c;dcn- 
lated to exceed 100, and an immense 
quantity of pro|>eily was destroyed; i1»p 
cargoes alone, on hoard of two of tin? 
vessels that Avere wrcckc<l, amounted to 
the value of from 400,000/. to .''d)0,000/. 
In Ireland the devastation was even im>ic 
severe, and Dublin is said to have pic- 
senied the iippearaticc of a sacked cit>. 
/..oiidoti and its neighbourhood bcarcc } 
sustained any ffamage. 
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7. Report of the Academy at Paris on 
the new inveiitioii of M. Daguerre, by 
which the pictures of the camera lucida 
are rendered permanent. 

31. 8krzynezki, the Polish general, 
who commanded in the insurrection of 
1 830, is admitted as a general of division 
in the Belgian army. Three days after, the 
ambassadors of Austria and Prussia de* 
mauded his dismissal, or in case of refusal, ' 
tlfeir passports. 

Feb, 5. Pauliament opened by the 
Queen. — Commercial treaties concluded 
with Austria and Turkey, and the arrange- 
ment of the long-pending dispute between 
Holland and Belgium, formed the ^irst 
topics of royal congratulation. The con- 
tinuance of the civil war in Spain was 
lamented, and the withdrawal of the Eng- 
lish ambassador from Teheran, in conse- 
quence of the Persian attack on Herat, 
noticed, with the hope that the difference 
between the two countries would ho only 
temporary ; meanwhile preparations had 
hecu made to maintain the integrity of the 
eastern empire. The reform of the inunici- 
))al corporations in Ireland was again re- 
commended, as also the coin|)letioii of the 
meastires in progress for incrcasifig the efti- 
ciciicyof the Irish Church. Satisfaction was 
expressed that the colonial legislatures of 
the West Indies had anticipated the period 
for the termination of negro apprentice- 
ships, by the prompt abolition of slavery. 
Ill conclusion, the queen referred to the 
chartist riots which marked the close of the 
year, but expressed her confidence, in the 
efficacy of the exisiitig laws for their sup- 
pression; The debates in both houses on 
the address chiefly turned on Canadian 
atikirs, the corn-laws, and the representa- 
tive system, Upon the iii^t the duke of 
^V>^{llgton entreated iniiiistcm to consider 
tlic Canadian wiur as a great iiutional war, 
to reilect that there could be no such thing 


of the hospital of St. Katherine. Sir H. 
Taylor successively filled the 8itu|tions of 
secretary to the duke of York, George 111., 
and queen Charlotte. 

April 6. The members of the Shak- 
speare club give a splendid entertainment 
to Mr. Macready, to commemorate his 
great exertions in the restoration and sup- 
port of the legitimate dcama. 

7 . O penkig of the rallrpad from Leipsic 
to Dresden; 

Rupture with China.— The Chinese 
government arrests captain Elliot, superin- 
tendent of the British trade in China, and 
several merchants, and declares they will 
not be set at liberty tillUiey deliver up the 
opium they had imported to that country, 
contrary to tlie edict. This they consent 
to do. and opium to the amount of about 
3,000.000/. is delivered to the Chinese 
government, by May 30th. 

15. The adverse vote in the Lords on 
the tenour of the Irish policy of ministers, 
induced them to test the sentiments of the 
commons. Upon a division on this issue, 
lord J. Uusseli's resolution was carried by 
318 to 2%. 

21. The Anglo-Indian army occupies 
Candahar. 

May 7. Rksig nation of Ministers.-^ 
Earlier in the session ministers intrinluced a 
bill for the temporary BU8|>en8ion of the con- 
stitution of Jamaica, the house of assembly 
refusing to pass the prison act of the impe- 
rial parliaineiit. Such coercion was thought 
precipitate, and was opposed by sir R. 
Peel, lortl Stanley, and Messrs. Hume and 
Grotc. U poll a the Jamaica bill 

was carried by 294 to 289, leaving ininis- 
I tors only a majority of five. In conse- 
I qucnce of the vote, viscount Melbourne 
' stated next day in the lords, that ministers 
did not appear to possess the confidence of 
the commons, and that they had, therefore, 

I resigned. On the 8th sir U. Peel receiveii 


SH a little war for a nation like this. On her majesty's commands to form .an admin- 
the corn-laws, lord Meibouriic reminded istration, but owing to the refusal of the 
the house that tliey had been made an queen to dismiss the Uidie^ of her house- 
open question by the govcrntiient, ami he hold, on which sir U. Peel insisted, he 
believed a majority of its nicmbei's were declined the commission, and on the 10th 
favourable to a change in them. He was lord Melbourne was reinstated. LA>rd J. 
Hot, however, prepared fer any alteration Russell jus; itied the queen's refusaf, and 
in them. at n cabinet council it was agreed. ** that 

March 9. The war betwen Fr..nre and for Uie purpose of giving to the administra- 
Mexico, terminated by the jnediatioii of tion that character of efliciency ami sia- 
Fnglaud. billty, and those marks of the coiiNtitutioiial 

19. Mtiiisters defeated in the lords on supportof the crown, which are rt*quired to 
their Irish policy, by 03 to 58. On the enable it* to act usefully to ilie public 
same day Mr. Hume moved for leave to service, it is reasonable that the great 
hring in a i[)|H jq extend the elective tuf* officers of Uic court, and situations in the 
frage to all householders aud rate-payers, household, held by members ofparhamoiit, 
“ was opposed by lord J, Russell, on the should be included in the imliiical arrauge- 
ground that it would toad to universal menu made in a change uf the adinimstra- 
sunrage. Negatived by tt to M). Uon; but they (the minislers) are not of 

Death of air UMfrl Taylor, master opinion that a similar principle should he 



nor* 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


applied or extended to the offices held "by 
ladies hi her mnjesty’s household." 

L>. Mr. Abercrombie resigned the 
speakership of thb house of commons. He 
was succeeded by Mr. Shaw Lefevre. 

June 14. Mr. T. Attwood presented a 
petition signed by 1,280,000 persons, who, 
lie said, demanded universal sutfrage, 
annual parliaments, vote by ballot, the 
abolition of property qualitications, and 
the payment of members. The peti- 
tion was a cylinder of parchment, about 
the diameter of a coach-wheel, and Avas 
literally rolled into the house. 

19. Died, lord William Beutinck, the 
English ambassador at Paris. 

lb. Opening of the Eastern Counties 
railway to Romford. 

23, Death of lady Hester Stanhope, at 
Djoun, in Syria, aged 64. This clever but 
eccentric lady had been the housekeeper, 
and was the niece of the celebrated minis- 
ter Mr. Pitt. She had long been resident 
in Syria, adopting the manners, and living 
in the style of an Arab chief. The loss of 
her pension from England, with other 
inort ideal ions, it is likely hastened her 
death, and embittered her latter days. 

25. Ibrahim Pacha entirely deftrals 
the Turkish army ; next day the i*^)ptiuns 
pursued them beyond the Euphrates. 

27. Sultan Mahmoud 11. dies ; born 
1785, ascended the throne in 1^08. He 
was succeeded by his sou Abdul Mcdjiti, 
born April 20th, 1823, 

July 5. Lady Flora Hastings dies, aged 
26. The death of this unfortunate lady 
occasioned a painful sensation, her name 
having been associated Avith some unhappy 
misapprehensions at court 

6. Resolutions carried in the commons, 
for the reduction of postage rales to the 
iMiiform charge of one penny, and for the 
abolition of the parliaraeiUarj priAilcge of 
franking. 

14. The Turkish fleet pr.sdcs over to 
Melumet Ali. Treachery, co-operating 
Avilh the victories of Ibrahim, encouraged 
Mcheinet to refuse the oifer made by the 
sultan, of the hereililary possession of 
Egypt, and to demand the cession of all 
the provinces under his government, for 
himself and heirs in perpetuity . It caused 
the intervene ion of the four powers of 
Europe, Avho presciito<l a note to the Porte, 
proposing to negociale with Mehemet Ali, 
and requestit g it to take no ste^ Avithout 
their participation, to which the Sultan 
agreed. 

15. Riots at BittM 4 «oiiAM.~-A meet- 
ing of chartists having been app anted for 
the evening, the pf>lice interfered lo pre- 
vent it, which so infuriated the mob. that 
a general riot took place. They set fire to 
lltfec bouses in the BuU-ring, broke Into I 


the sliops, and committed many other out- 
rages before the arrival of a strong parly of 
special constables, ^med with cutlasses, 
and some troops or the dragoon guards, 
and rifle brigade, ultimately stopped their 
proceedings. The damage done Avas esti- 
mated at fl-om 30,000/, to 40,000/. 

22. Lord J. Russell in the commons 
announced the intention of guverniiicnt to 
increase the army by 5,000 men. 

23. Invasion of Cabul. — The An- 
glo-Indian army, under sir J* Keane, 
arrived before Ghuanee, one of the 
strongest fortresses in Asia. At 3 o’clock 
the gates Avere throAvn down by the artil- 
lery, and under cover of a heavy fire the 
infantry forced their Avay into the place, 
and succeeded at 5 o’clock in fixing the 
British colours on the tOAver of thecitadt l. 
Five hundred of the garrison Avere killc<l, 
and the remainder, with their commander, 
made prisoners. The loss on Ihe English 
side was 191 killed and wounded. When 
the news of this event reached Oahul, 
Dost Mtthomtiicd sallied forth Avitli 13,000 
OH'ii, but was shortly deserted by the 
greater part of his army, and compelled to 
fly Avith only 300, abandoning his artillery 
and bajgHgc. The )oung prince Shah 
Soojuh was restored to the Kuvereignty ol 
Cahul, and a Icav days after made his public 
entry into the capital, accnm])anicd by the 
British minister, the genend coramamling 
the army, and a numerous stutf. 

30. ^The trial of Bolarii for the murder 
of Millie, a clerk in the Nijwcaslle savings* 
bank, December 7lh, 18.38, cum o on this 
day. Ho was found guilty of inaii- 
slaughter, and sentenced to transportation 
for life. 

Auy 15. Rev, 3. Stephen found guilty 
of sedition, at the Chester a.<isi/.es, and sen- 
tenced to 18 months' imprisonment. 

27. Pakliamknt rnoKooLKi) in fsrson 
BY TiiR Queen. The good understamling 
subsisting among the five grout Kuropcuii 
poAvers, and their determination to main- 
tttiii the integrity of the Ottoman einpiro 
AA'as the first topic of the iijyal speech. 
Approbation Avas expressetl rclulivc to the 
labours of parliainent in respect of the 
constabulary force, and the reduction ol 
the postage duties, ivith expression.s of 
regret occasioned by chartist riots. 

29. Oraiul fete mid tournament at 
Kglintoun castle. The intention of the 
earl of Egliiitouii Avas to revive tlic chival- 
rous games of the middle age, but Ihi^ 
unpropitious Aventher, Avilh the obsolete 
style of the performances rendered it a 
failure. . 

Slrp/, 11. A yomig Avonmu, namcti 
Moyes, committed suicide by throivniA' 
herself from the Monument. 

13, Don Curlot seeks refuge in I runco. 
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2a. Treaty between France and Texas Annual Obituary. — Charles Lloyd, 
signed at Paris. * poetry, &c., 63. Duke of Bedford, 74. 

Oci, 10. Arrival in London of prince Duke of Argyle, 72. Kunjeet Singh, the 
Albert of Saxe-Coburg. celebrated Hindu chief. At Florence, 

14. The American banks suspend their Caroline Murat, ex-queen of Naples, and 
cash payments. The United States* bank last surviving sister of Napoleon. lit. 
set the example, followed by all the banks hon. Robert Cutlar Fergussoii, judge advo- 
ill New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, cate-general. Count de Lobau, comman- 
Virginia, and the interior of Pennsylvania, der-in-chief of the national guard of Paris. 

18. Another suicide by precipitation Edmund Lodge, antiquities and biogra- 
from the Monument was this day com- phy, 83. Sir W. Beechy, portrait-painter, 
mitted by a youth named Hawes. 86. James Boadcii, “ Life of Siddoiis,** 

'll. An erroneous report circulated that I 80. M. J. Lalaiide, astronomer, 73. John 
lord Brougham had been killed by the Galt. “ Annals of the Tarish,** &c., 60. 
overturning ofhis carriage, near Brougham- j T. H. Bayley, noetry. 'Dr. Smith, geology', 
hall. It elicited several posthumous cha- j 71. Rev. Archibald Alison, *• On Taste,*’ 
racters of his lordship in the news- / &c., 82. Joseph Michaud, historian, 60. 
papers, which was probably all the framer ; Dr. Butler, bishop of LichBeld, 66. 
of the hoax intendcil. ! a.i>. I840. c/an. 2. Message of the pre- 

Abu. 3. The sultan issues a hatti- | sident of the U nitcd States received. The 
scheriif, giving his subjects assurances of 1 principal topics were the boundary question; 
respect for life and property, and promis- cautions to American subjects violating 
ing a more equitable assessment of taxes, ! the neutrality of states on the Canadian 
and a better system of conscription. j frontier; favourable state of the hiiances; 

4. Chabtist Inmuuhectiom. — I n the ; commercial treaties with Holland and 
course of the 3rd (Sunday), the chartists j Sardinia, and the settlement of the boun- 
collected from the mines and colleries in the dry line betwixt the States and Texas, 
neighbourhootl of Newport, about 10,000, 10. The penny postage came into opera- 

most of whom were armed with guns, tion. 

pikes, aud other oifeiisive weapons. At . 11, A chartist outbreak intended to 

10 o'clock on Monday morning they have taken place in the night at She theld, 
divided themselves into two bodies, one ; frustrated, and several persons arrested, 
of which, under the command of Mr. J. The to>vn was to have been simultaneously 
Frost, an ex-magistrate, proceeded down tired in several places. 
lUe (>rincipal street of Newport; whilst 16 . To-uay thk Qubkn opbnbu Pak- 
the other headed by Mr. Fn)»i*s son, look ' liamknt. — Her majesty announced her 
the direction of Stowe bill. They met in > intended marriage with prince Albert 
front of the Wcstgale-hotel, where the ; The affairs of the Levant were next said 
magistrates were assembled with about 30 to occupy anxious attention, as w'ell as 
soldiers uf the 45th regiment and several < the inU>rruption of comir.ereial intercourse 
special constables. The rioters commenced w'ith China. Military operations in India 
hruakiog the windows of the house, and | obtained a congratulatory notice. The 
lired on the inmates, by wbicb the mayor, ; chief domestic topics, were commercial 
Mr. Phillips, and several other peri-ons embarrassments, and the spirit of insnbor- 
wt're wounded. The soldiers now made j dination (hat had manifested itself in 
a sortie, tad tacceeded in dispersing the 1 different parts of the country, 
mob, which, with its leaders, fled from the j Pakliamk.ntaky Puivii.ege, — A qurs- 
city, leaving about 20 rioters dead and tion of privilege was entered upon on the 
mauy others dangerously wouuded. A fiat day of the session. In the session of 
detachment of the 1 0th royal hus^^ars 1835-6, the commons had passed resolu- 
haviug arrived from Bristol, the city tions, that in future parliamentary reports 
becuinc tranquil. Frost was apprehended • and papers printed for the use of the 
on ilio following day, together with his house, might be publicly sold by tlicir 
printer, and other tiifiueutial persons : printer ; ami a report from the inspectors 
among the chartists. j of prisons was afterwards ordered by the 

Dec. 5. Thefourpenny unifonn postage i bouse to be printed. This report contained 
came into 0{»era(lon as a prelimitiary step • r«flecti>ns on the tendency of a book, pub- 
lo the penny rate. \ lished by Mr. Stockdale, and which the 

Jl. Trial of the state prisoners engaged publisher held to be libellous: upon which 
Newport disturbances commenced j he commenced a prosecution against the 
at Monniouilu After a trial of Mcvcti days, t printer of the house, and the case came 
ohii P rost and others were found guilty of •' before chief justice Denman, who held 
«‘gh treason. Their sentence was subse- j that, if tlie report conUined a libel on an 
Jlueutiy commuted into transportatioii for j individual, the printer of the house was 

I liable to an action, and that the resolutiona 
. 4B2 
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of the house cUd not render thU a privi* In the commons, sir W. Mulmvorth, 
leged communication. Upon this, Messrs, in an elaborate address, moved two re- 
Hansard, the printers, petitioned the house, solutions: 1, That tlie punishment of 
and lord J. Russell having called attention transportation should be abolished, and 
to the subject, an act of parliament was the penitentiary system adopted in its 
promptly passed, affording summary pro- stead ; 2, That the funds to be derived 
tection to all persons employed in the from the sale of waste lands in New South 
publication ofpapers emanating from either Wales and Van Diemen's Laud, ought to 
house of parliament. be anticipated by means of loans on that 

10. The marriage of the queen security, for the purpose of promoting 
with prince Albert, solemnised at St. exteiiHive emigration to those colonies. 
James's chapel. The day was celebmted Lord J. Russell moved and carried the 
in London and in the country by a general previous question on these resolutions, but 
holiday and rejoicing, not xvithout complimenting the mover, on 

27. Provision fob Loud Montbaglk. the enlightened principles he had laid 
— Mr. Liddle, in the commons, moved a down. 

series of resolutions explaining the cir- June 10. A young man named Oxford, 
cumstances under which air John New- who had filled the situation of pot-bny in 
port had received the grant of a pension | a public house, dist'harged two pistols at 
of 1,000/. a-year, and stating such a grant i her majesty and princoAlbert; he was found 
ought not be drawn into a precedent, j to be insane and contined in lieihlchem 
Lord Morpeth moved an amendiuenf, ex- I hospital. 

pressive of sir J. Newport's great public j 12. \ great conference of anti-slavery 
services, his advanced age, and unhlentishe«! j delegates. 

integrity, of his not being in affluent cir- ; Jul^ 1 . Cabrera, the French Carlistgene- 
cumstances; and which concluded by oh- ral, finding it impossible to maintain the 
serving, in effect, that such a grant could j war, enters France and is arrested, 
not be drawn into an injurious precedent. 14. Mr. Hume moves an address to the 
An animated debate ensued, and ulti- ; queen, that the British museum and Na- 
mately the original resolutions were j tional gallery be opened to the public after 
affirmed by 240 to 212, leaving a majority i divine service on Sundays, at such Incurs 
of 28 against ministers. The retirement as taverns, beer-shops, and gin-shops aie 
of sir John Newport from his office of . legally open. Negniived by b2 to 44. 
comptroller-general of the exchequer, j 15. A treaty signed at Umtlon by £ng- 
with a salary of 2000/., on a pension of ! land, Austria, Russia, Prussia, and Turke}, 
1000/., was understood to he a jobbing i for the seltlemeiit of the affairs of Syria, 
arrangement to make way for Mr. Spring It excited surprise by France not being 
Rice, raised tf> the peerage by the title of Included in the compncl. 
baron Mpnteagie. i 20. The chanceltur of the exchequer 

March 1. A new French ministry formed ; carried a resolution declaring that all sugar 
under the presidency of M. Thiers, mar* ! munufaclurcd in this country should be 
shal Soult having retired in consequetiee j liable to the same duty tu that manufac- 
of a ministerial defeat in the chamber, on I tured from beet root. It was stated, that 
the ^frant of a marriage allowance to the ; to avoid the duty, it had been obtained 
due de Nemours. 1 from potatos and ohl rags. 

1). The Knglish ambassa<lor at Naples ; 22. Sir R. Peel called the attention of 

presents a note to the court of the Two j lord Palmerston to the cruellies commil ted 
Sicilies, requiring the dissolotioii of a j upon the Jews of Damascus, who. in reply, 
Trench company which has monopolised j stated that he had directed the most 
the sulphur trade. The difference was | earnest representatioiiH on the subject to 
settled by the mediation of the French j be made to the pacha of i**gyf>t. 
government. | 24. Mr. Simpson, of the Hudson’s bay 

19. Lonl J. Russell, In the commons, i company, who had distinguished hiinselt 
stated the objects i 4 the Chinese expedition j by h hi geographical discoveries, shot him- 
lo be, to obtain reparation for the insults ■ self while in Rotate of Insaiiiiy, on his rc- 
oifered hyth'^ Chinese, Indemnification for • turn from tlie north-west coast of America- 
loss of propc rty by the British merchants, j He had previously shot two of his coin- 
and, lastly, a guarantee that in future trade ! panions. ■ >« 

with China, persons ard property shall be 28. The carl of Durham died at Lo'U* , 
secured against insult or injurv. isle of Wight, age 48. 

Maw 5. I^fd William Russell, unde of Aug. 4. I.ord Ashley obtaine«l a 

the duke of Bedford, found dead in his ■ mission to inquire into the stale ofciiM 

bed at bU house in town, with his throat employed in mines and .,, 1.1 

cat Courvobier, hb Swiss valet, was llume eomf^ined bitterly of the J 
aftervards executed for the crime. of the fessloD. It was with some 
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the chief debates having turned upon the j 
question of privilege, in Stochdale v. Han- 
sarrf— upon the spread of socialism — I lie 
imprisonment of Mr. Thorogood for the 
non-payment of church rates — and the 
imposition of additional taxes, rendered 
more necessary by the foreign policy of 
Lord Palmerston. 

6. Prince Louis Napoleon, a nephew of 
the emperor, accompanied by 4U or 50 
other individuals, landed at Boulogne, at 
an early hour, for the purpose of exciting 
an insurrection and overturning the exist* 
ing government. He marched to the bar- 
racks, and attempted to seduce the soldiers 
from their allegiance, but the national 
guards heiug called out, the prince and his 
friends retreated, and were fired at in their 
attempt to reach the steam-vessel which 
had brought thorn from England. Several 
were killed, and prince Louis and the 
others were arrested. For this attempt at 
revolution, the prince was tried by the 
chamber of peers, found guilty of conspi- 
lacy, and sentenced to x>erpetual imprison- 
ment. 

11. parliament prorogued by the queen. 
SepL 10. The estates of Prussia and of 
the grand duchv of Posen di<l homage to 
the new king, in reply to their adtlresses, 
his majesty solemnly avowed his determi 
nation to be “a just judge, a faithful, 
careful, and merciful prince, a Christian 
king.” The Prussian Stale Gazette^ which 
contained an account of the proceedings, 
published an official doi iimciit explaining | 
the intentions of the king respecting a ! 
system of national representation, which i 
the late king had promised, but for which 
he had sulistituted the provincial estates ; 
and this is the form of representation 
which his present mq|esty will cherish and 
develop io the manner most advantageous 
to the nation. 

2o. Orders ^iven by the French govem- 
nicnt for raising a ^stioned wail round 
Paris, to bo 30 feet high, terraced and 
faced with masonry, with ^acis an<l con- 
trescarp in earth. This wall will enclose 
asp^’e triple the area of Paris. 

27. At four o'clock in the morning a fire 
broke out in Plymouth dockyard, by which 
the Talavera, 74 guns, and the Jroogeiie, 
28 guns, were entirely destroyed, and great 
damage >vas done to the jipckyard stores. 
I he relics and figure-heads of Uie favourite 
ship* of Boscawen, Roitney, Duncan, and 
other naval heroes, which were pree er tt d 
m a sort of museum, were also bumU The 
of the fire was spontaneous com* 
buRtion of inflammable materials, 

3. News arrived of the 1101 of Bey- 
"HU, and iu evacuaUon by the Egyptian 
my The next opemtiona of the Allies 
for Uie purpm of eiioouraging the 


resistance of the mountaineers and com- 
pelling the speedy retreat of the Egyp- 
tians. 

The agitation of the repeal question, 
which had been very active for some 
time, was noticed by lord Ebriugton, the 
lord lieutenant, who, in a speech at a pub- 
‘ic dinner, announced his intention of dis- 
couraging it by every constitutional means, 
and that he should withhold all government 
favour and patronage from those who 
joined in it. 

5. The queen regent of Spain appoints 
a new ministry, nominated by general 
Espartero, by which the revolutionary 
struggle is apparently ended. On the 
same day Espartero made his public 
entry into Madrid in a carriage drawn by 
six horses. 

The contest for the office of lord mayor 
terminated by the rejection of Mr. aider- 
man Harmcr, proprietor of the Weekly 
Digpotch^ who stood next in rotation. 
At the close of the poll, the numbers were : 
Mr. alderman Piric. 2741 ; Mr. alderman 
Johnson, 2713; Mr. alderman Harmcr, 
2294. 

15. An attempt made to assassinate the 
king of the French; the pistol of the 
assassin was so overcharged that it burst 
in his hands. 

22. Resignation of the Thiers cabinet, 
in consequence, as alleged, of a dispute 
respecting the draft of the king's speech 
on opening the French chambers, to which 
the ministers were desirous of giving a 
more warlike tone than bis majesty de- 
sired. Previously to the resignation of 
ministers, attempts had teen made to get 
up the war fever in France by the excite- 
ment of the populace and the national 
guards. Jealousy of England, and the 
alliance she had formetl for the expulsion 
of the Egyptians from Syria, in oppoMtion 
to the predilections of the Thiers cabinet, 
the probable causes. 

29. New French ministry appointed; 
marshal Soult. president of the council and 
minister of war; M. Guisol, ininbter of 
foreign aflatrs. 

AW. 3. The contest for the office of 
lord high steward of the university of Cam- 
bridge terminates. l.ord Lyiidhurst had 
973, lord Lyttleton 4S8 votes. 

4 . Acre entered by the allicil force ; the 
terrible cannonade of the preceding day, 
which began at 2 p.m., and ended at 5, 
from Ihe ahips under commodore Napier, 
entirely demolished tin? town, and materl- 
mlly damaged the foHificattons, inducing 
the Egyptians to evnenatc the place in the 
night. At 4, p.m., was a tremendous ex- 

R luston of a powder msgarine. It appesred 
kc a coluniu of yellow smoke at least 
690 yanls in lewgthi amidst the burst tug 
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of 1000 deadly shells: 250 persons were an unhoped-for state of preservation. The 
killed or wounded on the shore, and 15 emperor himself was once more visible, 
marines on the ships of the British fteet His features, though somewhat changed, 
anchored close by. were perfectly recognisable ; the hands 

5. Opening of the French chambers were white and characteristically beautiful; 
with a pacific speech. even the favourite costume of the imperial 

11. Of the 3420 troops landed at guard remained entire, or nearly so. At 
Chusan, 300 had now died, 200 more had the feet were the two vases containing the 
been invalided, and 400 sent to Manilla for heart and the stomach. The same day the 
change of air. remains were embarked, and the ships set 

27. Mehemet Ali accepts the terms sail. The body first re-touched the soil of 
offered by the allies, through commodore France at Courbevoie, by the extremity 
Napier, and agrees to evacuate Syria, re- of the bridge of Ncuilly, where it was 
store the Turkish fleet, and hold Egypt as placed on the most maguifleent car, and 
a hereditary fief of the porte. This con- carried In procession towards its last resi- 
vention was disallowed by admiral Stop- ing-place amidst countless multitudes of 
ford, the superior officer on the station, spectators. One hundred and fifty thousand 
but similar conditions prescribed by the soldiers are said to have assisted at the 
admiral and with which Mehemet Ali ceremony. It was a noticeable feature of 
complied. the event that the whole family of the 

Dec, 5. M. Guizot announces the policy emperor were absent, being all proscribed, 
of his ministry to be the maintenance of and in exile, or, as in the prince Louis’ 
an armed peace with the existing force of case, in prison. 

500,000 men. as opposed to the policy of 29. Espartero, iluke of Victory, expels 
M. Thiers, which demanded the extension the papal nuncio from Spain, 
of the military to 900,000. Annual Obih ary. — Frederick Wil- 

9. The president of the United States, Mr. liani III., king of Prussia. 70, >iadiiitie 
Van Duren, delivers his farewell message D’Arblay (Miss Burney), the novelist, 8H. 
to congress. He congratulates his coun- James Smith, one of the authors of the 
trymen upon another year of health, peace, *• Rejected Addresses.*' Dr. BlumcnbiRli, 
and plenty, and announces their relations naturalist, 88. Sir Jeffrey Wyatville, archi- 
with all the powers of the world to be tect, 73. W. ( libers, astronomer, 82. 
those of honourable peace. With regard Lant Carpenter, L L.D., miscellaneous 
to the north-eastern boundary' question, a writer, GO. Sir Richard Phillips, ]>ub)is)u‘r 
hope of speedy and satisfactory settlement and writer, 73. Paganini, celebrated violi* 
with the British government is expressed, nist, 60. Prince of Canino (Lucien Buotia* 
In a recent address, the rev. Mr. Mat- parte), 6G. Lord Holland, Spunish liter- 
thew estimated the number of teetotallers ature and politics, 69. Sir Anthony Cnr- 
at 3,500,000. lisle, anatomy and surgery', 73. Frank 

15. Removal of Napoleon’s Remains. Hall Stamlish, “ Lift? of Voltaire,'* &c., 42. 
— Tliis day the remains of Napoleon were A.n. 1841. Jan, .3. The metropolis vi- 
deposited in the hotel des Invalides, sited by a severe thunder-storm, which 
Paris. In the beginning of May, 184), an travelled in a north-easterly direction over 
application was made by the French to the the greater part of England, and across 
British government on the subject of the the Channel to France. The spire of Spi- 
removal of the body, to which the British talfields-church was much injur(rd,and that 
government readily as|ented, expressing of Streatham totally deatroyc<i. Three 
a hope that the readiness of its answer churches in Dundee were also burnt, at a 
might ** be considered in France as a proof loss of 30,000/. or 40,000/. 
of its desire to blot out the last trace of 4, The Great North of England railway 
those national aiitmositieii which during opened. 

the life of the emperor armed England and 7. *1316 rebuilding of the Royal Exchange 

France against each other.” One million began. 

of francs was granted by llie chamber of 9. Many repeal meetings held about aiin 

deputies to dc/ray the expenses of the ex- from this time, one at Munster to meet 
pedition that was to bring home the ero- Mr. O'Connell, attended if is said by about 
peroris remains nnd the command of the 150,000 persons. At the oi)cning of tnc 
latter was intrusted to the king's son, the outner sessions, Dublin, on the same daj, 

prince de Joinvllle^ with whom were as« the recorder attributed the small number «» 
sociated Bertrand, Gourgaud, the younger prlsoncrsfortrialto thegreaiimproveme 

Las Cases, and Jftrehand, the emperor's produced by the temperance movemcn . 
valet, all the latest and most devoted of The Bogus forts, st Canton, j 

Napoleon's adherents. On the 16th of the British fbree* During the attac i 
October the cofHti wSs found in the grave fleet of junks was dispersed with great • 
and opened, when the body hras found in On the 20lh captain Blllott aiinouncec 
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All experiment performed in the pre- 
sence of eir Robert Peel, sir George Mur- 
ray, ehr Henry Hardinge, and other emi- 
nent political and military men, with a 
contrivance of captain Warner, for destroy- 
ing ships, cities, and armies. A boat 23 
feet long and 7 broad, filled with solid 
timber, firmly riveted together, was in an 
instant scattered into a thousand frag- 
ments. The w*eight of the instrument was 
not more than 1 Bibs. 

22. The long-pending question regard- 
ing the validity of the new charters of mu- 
nicipal incorporation, affecting the local 
governments of Manchester, Birmingham, 
Holton, and Devonport, decided in their 
favour, in the exchequer court chamber, 
by a majority of the judges present. 

23. The Royal Dublin society, having 
refused to adopt the recommendation of 
the lord lieutenant for altering their rules, 
receive notice that the Irish estimates 
would not contain the usual grant. 

29. Waterloo- bridge foot-toll reduced 
from a penny to a halfpenny. 

March, 2. About this time news arrived 
from America of increasing political diffi- 
culties between the United States and 
Kiiglatid. The 'I'igris, an American vessel, 
having been seised by a British war.brig 
ns a fiaver, wai; sent to Salem in Massa- 
choaetts for adjudicatiou, in the care of a 
midshipman, Mr. .lackson. The court at 
Salem pronounced the seizure illegal. An 
action of trespass w'us immediately brought 
against Mr. Jackson, who pleaded that he 
acted under orders, and was not personally 
liable. The court ruled that this %vas a 
matter for consideration between the two 
governments, but that there w'as clearly 
within the courtof Massachusetts a ground 
of action for trespass. Several American 
citizens became bail for Mr. Jacksoti*8 
appearance at the trial. This case is re- 
markable as raiiiing the same question as 
Mr. McLeod’s, and thereby helping to 
swell the excitement existing in the United 
Statez, and which was increased by the 
recoiii proceedings with regard to that 
individual. An order to admit Mr. M'Leod 
to bail was obtaineit. Suhnequently a 
grand Jury returned a bill finding Mr. 

guilty of murder after three days 
bad been spent in hearing evidence. 

Two brothers, merchants, of Uie name 
of Wallace, indicted, and subsequently 
found guilty, St the Central Criminal 
Court, of having caused the wilful destnic- 
tioii of the ship Dryad, whilst at sea, for 
the purpose of defrauding the insurance- 
brokers. 

4. General Harrison, who had been 
elected president of the United Htates. in 
his inangurat address, evinces a pacific dis- 
potitiott towards England. 


6. The prince de Moskwa, son of roar» 
shal Ney, took his seat in the French 
chamber, and immediately addressed the 
house, declaring he should never desist 
from seeking to obtain a reversal of the 
sentence against his father. 

8. Great meeting held at Liverpool, to 
petition parliament for a revision of our 
commercial code. Many similar meetings 
held in different parts of the country about 
this period. 

15. At a meeting of the vice-chancellor, 
heads of houses, and proctors of Oxford 
university, a resolution passed condemn- 
ing the tracts which have excited so much 
attention under the appellation of the I’u- 
seyite tracts. 

For the third time a boy of the name of 
Jones is discovered in the queen’s upart- 
ments, his object being apparently no 
other than to satisfy his curiosity. 

17, A statue of the marquis of Welles- 
ley voted by acclamation by the court of 
East India proprietors to be placed in tlic 
court-room of the India-housc. 

2.5. A discovery at Windsor-castle of a 
serious robbery of plate, consisting of part 
of a silver table, a silver crown belonging 
to Charles II., &c. The robber unknown. 

29. In the lords, chief justice Denman 
explained respecting a charge brought 
against him of improperly sanctionini^ a 
compromise between lord Wuldegrave ami 
Mr. Duff and the policeman they had bru- 
tally assaulted. 

30. The French chamber of deputies fix 
the duration of copyright to 30 years after 
the author’s death. 

The king of Prussia reforms the coniti- 
tutional law and privileges of the stales of 
that country. 

31. Annual meeting of the metropolitan 
aiiti-com-law nssociatiuii. N timerous melt- 
ings in various parts of the country fur the 
same object. 

April 4. General Harrison, the presi- 
dent of the United States, flies of an at- 
tack of pleurisy, and within a month of his 
inauguration. On the following day Mr. 
Tyler, the vice-president, on whom, in 
such emergencies, the president’^ ofiice de- 
volves, took the proper oath, and nssumed 
the supreme government. 

ll. Much anxiety causetl by the non- 
arrival of the President steam-ship*, and 
for some weeks from this period, riiinours 
of its having been seen sometimes as a 
wreck, sometimes as returning home, con- 
tinued to prevail ; but not the slightest 
evidence of its fate has been discovered ui> 
to the present time. Among the passen- 
gers, 27 in number, with two children, 
were a son of the duke of Richmond, and 
Mr. Tyrone Povret? I**® accomplished co- 
median- The President was the largest 
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tteam*ship that had been built. It mea- 
sured 268 feet in length, 42 feet in breadth 
-within the paddle-lwxes, and its tonnage 
was 1921. 

12. The Spanish chambers declare Espar- 
tcro regent during the minority of the < 
queen, by a vote of 179 to 103, over A r- 
giielles, the other competitor. 

15* A general meeting of the newly- 
formed agricultural society of Ireland held, 
and its objects announced. The receipts 
amount to 3,983/. 

12. Commodore Napier lands at Liver- 
pool, and is received with great enthusiasm 
by all classes. At the dinner given to him 
the same evening, at the amphitheatre, he 
g|K>ke highly of Mchemet Ali, whose forces 
he had so recently aunihiluted. 

22. A general order issued by lord Hill, 
condemning the conduct of lord Cardigan 
in causing a soldier to be flogged on a 
Sunday. 

28. Meeting called by the archbisliop of 
Canterbur}' in London, to consider the 
TTioaiis of creating a fund for sending out 
hisliops to the colonics. A large subscrip- 
tion obtained. 

The preliminary expedition of the second 
colony to New Zealand sails from Graves 
end, under the command of captain W ake- 
field. 

May 1. A dividend of 10 per cent, de- 
clared' by the New Zealand company ; and 
a dinner given by the directors to Mr. 
Gibbon Wakctield, the founder both of 
i\n society, and the system on which it 
acts. 

Colonel sir Henrv Pottingcr goes out 
to China, to supersede captain Kiliot. 

0 . From the report of the unniial meet- 
ing of the British and Foreign Bible society 
nt Exeter-luill it ap|)ears 900,000 Bibles 
and Testaments have been issued during 
the ycar,:i|ilid 22 millions since the esta- 
hlishmeiU of the society in 1804. The so- 
( icty has been concerned in the publication 
of the Scriptures in 13G languages. The 
receipts for the year were 1<I 1,322/. 

7. I^rd J. liiissell announced the pro 
poAod ministerial alterations in the corn- 


Ministers defeated on the sugar duties, 
•y317 to 281. On the 20th, lord Dar- 
ington spoke with much warmth on mi- 
listers continuing to hold oOice after this 
tvision. 

21. Hostilities re-commence at Canton. 
During the negotiations with the Chinese 
uthurities large quantities of tea had been 
ihipped. On the 24th Canton itself was 
.ttacked by the British troops in two co> 
umns, one under the command of colonel 
Mountain, the other of sir Hugh Gough, 
he military commander-in-chief, and two 
f its principal forts, commanding the city, 
aken in little more than an hour. To 
reveut the storming of the place, the Chi- 
nese authorities capitulated on the follow- 
ing conditions: — 1. The imperial commit* 
ioners, and all the Chinese troops other 
ban those of the province, to quit the city 
within six days, and remove to a distance 
exceeding 60 miles. 2. .Six millions of 
dollars to be paid in one week for the use 
of the cro^vn of England. 3. The British 
roops to return witliout the Bocca Tigris, 
on the receipt of the ransom, &c. The 
^•hinese lots in this affair is estimated at 
about 1000 killed, and 3000 wounded *, the 
British, at 16 killed, and 127 grounded. A 
few days later, the naval commander, sir 
Le Fleming Senhouse, died of the fatigue 
he had undergone during these days, aided, 
it is said, by mortification at the unsatis- 
factory nature of the results. 

22. The new president’s message trans- 
mitted to both houses. Like his prede- 
cessor, Mr. Tyler speaks in a tone emi- 
nently pacific as regards Great Britain. 

21, Dkfkat of Ministkms. — On the 
24th instant two announcements had been 
iiiade in the commons, each of which 
rau8»M| some excitement ; the first by sir 
K. Feel, that he should move a resolution 
on Thursday to the clTecf, “That her ma- 
jesty's ministers do not sufficiently possess 
the confidence of the house of commons to 
enable them to carry through the house 
measures which they deem of essential 
importance to the public welfare ; and 
that their continuance in office under such 


laws to be, to reploce the existing «liitira cirrumsfances is at variance with the spirit 
by others of 8*. a quarter on wheat. 6#, on of the coiislitntioii and the second by 
00 , 4r. Bd. on barley, and 3t, 6rf. on oalSv lord J. Russell, who said it ^vas not hie 
It was the opening of a protracted and intention to proceed with the poor-law 
ohcn-reiiewed debate. amendment bill this scshioii. Among the 

18. Great meetiug lield at Manchester, reasons he mentioned for this course, was 
»>n the subject of the corii-lawt, and the his fear that many motions ajid speeches 
other parts of the recently-announced mi- would be made u|K)n it, with a view to the 
nistcrial scheme. Similar meetings Bubte< hustings alone. On the day fixed (29th 
y'jenily held at London in the guildhall, Inst.) sir IL IVol delivered a long address 
Liverpool, and in almost every |Mirl of ihts on moving his resolution, and a protracted 
country. Some of these meetings were dehste ensued, that occupied four days. 
01 a very dlsturbcfl eharadtr, owing to the Lord Worsley, who was, like Mr. Handley, 
® ‘cmpts of the chartist! to enrry amend opposed to the ministerial propositions on 

menu in lavour of tmivettiil tiliNge. Hie conidsws, was also, like that gentle- 
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matift unprepared to agree in the vote pro- 
posed. Dr. Lushington, sir James Gra- 
ham, and sir William Folleit spoke at 
length in support of the resolution ; and 
Mr. Sergeant Talfourd, sir John Hob- 
house, sir George Grey, and Mr. O’Con- 
nell, against it. On a division the resolu* 
tion was affirmed by 312 to 31 1. l^rd J. 
Russell then moved the adjournment of 
the house till the 7th ; whon, in the course 
of a long address, with respect to the re- 
cent division, and the measures of govern- 
ment generally, he said ministers had come 
to the conclusion tiiat the only way of 
solving the points at issue was by an ap- 
peal to the country. The noble loid took 
the opportunity of explicitly denying the as- 
sumption of sir R. Peel, that two budgets 
had been prepared, one for fair and one 
for foul weather. 

27. Schism in the Scottish Church. 
— ^The case of the seven ministers of the 
presbytery of Strathbogie, who ha<i been 
suspended by the general assembly of the 
Scottish church for obeying the civil law 
in preference to the ecclesiastical, in sup- 
porting the presentation of a Mr. Kdwards 
to the living of Marnoch, came for Hiial 
decision before the assembly this day, 
when they were found guilty of the con- 
duct charged against them, and the next 
day deposed from their respect iw offices 
in the church. A large majority, headed 
by Dr. Cook, protested against all the pro- 
ceedings, and announced their inU;nn<in 
of continuing to regard the individuals in 
question as still belonging to the body. A 
numerously-attended meeting assembled 
in Kdinburgb on the Monday following, 
to express their sympathy with the de- 
prived ministers. 

June 1. Sir David Wilkie dies in the 
Oriental steam-ship, on his passage home- 
ward from Egypt, where he had been 
painting a portrait of the pacha. The im- 
mediate cause of his demise is attributed 
to the ** Syrian fever.*' lie was born in 
178:3, and consequently was in his iifty- 
•ixth year. The remains of the great 
painter were consigned to the deep olf , 
Gibraltar. ' 


vernor, lord Sydenham, delivered a long 
address. 

15. A treaty relative to the passage of 
the Sound, concluded between the Danish 
and British governments, came into ope- 
ration. 

18. An address from the magistracy and 
deputies of Breslau to the provincial diet 
of Silesia, which had not been allowed to 
appear in the German papers, is published 
in those of England. The paper forms a 
kind of declaration of rights, addressed to 
the king of Prussia, demanding a repre- 
sentative government for the kingdom. 

21. Lord Plunkett sits for the last Umic 
as chancellor of Ireland, having been su- 
perseded by sir John Campbell, who on 
the 2*2ud is created baron Campbell of St. 
Andrew's, county of Fife. 

Judgment given in the court of queen’s 
bench that the commissary, Dr. Philliniore, 
and tho archbishop of York, had gone be- 
yond their authority in passing sentencu 
of deprivation on the dean of York for 
simony. 

22. PAIU.IAMBNT rROrtOnt'El) MY TIIK 
Queen in rRRsoN. — At the close of her ad- 
dress her majesty said : “ I entertain the 
hope that the progress of public business 
may be facilitated, and that divisions injn- 
rioiis to the cause of steady policy and 
useful legislation may bo removed, iiy the 
authority of a new parliament, wliich 1 
•hall direct to be summoned witheut 
delay." The dissolution was proclaimed 
the following day. 

23. Mr, W. Baines, imprisoned for non- 
payment of church-ratcfT, discharged after 
a conhuement of seven months. 

The French republican deputy, M. Gai- 
nier Pages, dies, and three days after is 
buried with great funeral honours ; 20,000 
citizens take part in the procession, and 
100,000 spectators line the streets. 

23. Mr. Moxon found guilty uf publish- 
ing a blasphemous libel contained in 
Shelley's “ Queen Mah.’ It may he ne- 
cessary to state that the jirosecuiion was 
c.arried on at the instigation of Mr. Hc- 
tlierington, who had been previously con- 
victed of a similar offence, and that it was 


8. Astley's theatre burnt down. an<! a 
female, the housekeeper, burnt with three 
valuable horses. Mr. Ducrow’s loss esti- 
mated at 10,0001., he being wholly unin- 
sured# Much generojs sympathy shown, 
^aud real oMii'ance rendered by the mana- 
gers and propr^tors of the other metropo- 
111 an theatresi in iending their houses, Ac., 
gratuitously, for perf^^rmanees for hb 
benefit. 

14, Tha legialature of the recently- 
united provlBoea of Canada meet, and the 
house of aasembly choose Mr. Cuvillier 
as speaker t and the following day the go- 


understood that his object was merely to 
show the consequences which would result 
from the operation of the law of libel if 
carried impartially into effect. Lord i)e»y 
man, in summing up, remarked that it 
was better to subvert objectionable sen- 
timents by reason and argument than to 
suppress them by the prosecution of their 
authors. , 

25. A dinner given to Mr. (h Dicken 
at Edinburgh, professor Wilson being 
president* A^ut this period the case o 
the poet Claie engages public 
and subscriptions are collected for hinoi ^ 
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aid in his recover}', and provide for his 
future wants. 

30. The Great Western railway opened 
to Uristol ; the expense of the entire work 
estimated at upwards of five millions. 

July r>. Filly-one persons killed by the 
overturning of a barge during the opera- 
tion of launching at Rotheram, in York- 
shire. 

13. A convention signed at the foreign 
office, by the plenipotentiaries of Austria, 
France, Great Britain, Prussia, Russia, 
and 'rurkey, having for its object to rt* ndcr 
general to all the powers the engagement 
previously subsisting between Turkey and 
(ireat Britain, respecting the closing cf the 
two straits of the Dardanelles against ships 
of war of all nations as long as Turkey is 
at peace. 

14, The court of East India proprietors 
engaged this and several following days in 
(liseussiiig the conduct of the court of di- 
rectors in deposing the rajah of Sattara. 
On the 20th it was decided, by a majority 
in the proportion of 2 to 1, to reject the 
motion for inquiry. 

22. A solemn fast by order of the gene- 
ral assembly on account of the present 
state of the church of Scotland. 

28. A terrible fire breaks out in Smyrna, 
in the bassar occupied by the jewtdlers, 
wl>it'h gradually spreading to the Jews* 
(|uai1er, and thence towards the Greek and 
Turkish quarter, destroys a number of 
mosques and •)niagogue8, I*, 000 or H»,U00 
Inmsos, and 30,000 or 40,000 persons. 

Tile British association meet at PI}' 
mouth, and several eminent and scientific 
foreigners are elected honorary members. 
Among the principal subjects which en- 
grossed the attention of the members in 
the subst^quent daily meetings were cap- 
tain Taylor's communicalioiis on fioating 
breakwaters, a geological visit to some of 
the principal mines hi Cornwall, a visit to 
the Piymoiilh-brcakwater, and Eddystoiic- 
lighthuuse, and the formation of a coni- 
miltee for the erection of a monuroent to 
sir Humphry Dav}'. 

A^.4. A public dinner given to Messrs. 
William and Robert Chambers, in Peebles, 
their native place, when the freedom oi 
the burgh was presented to them. 

7. At the Marylcbone vestry it is de 
dared that experience has provefl the ad 
vant.igea of the womlen pavement in 
1 Uford-street, to be so great os to justify 
iHe vestry In extending It. The same 
pavement laid down In many other part 
of London about this period. 

15. The statue of Napoleon placed oi 
the top of the column of the Orandii 
Armfce, Boulogne. The fttes in celehra- 
tion of the event contliiued for several days. 
A U&MAntuiiti Comshaaot.— A n 


ction, brought by Mr. Bogle against Mr. 
..awson, the publisher of Ihe Times news- 
paper, and decided this day, discloses the 
particulars of a most ingenious and nearly 
successful system of fraud on a gigantic 
scale. The Times had stated that the 
•laintiff, who was the agent at Florence of 
dessrs. Glynn, Halifax, and Co., was eii- 
:agedin a conspiracy to defraud tlicir esta- 
lishment, and those of other continental 
ankers, by forged letters of credit. The 
•late and paper it appears were prepared, 
lignatures were ready for imitation, and 
t was planned that when all was com- 
ilcted, the forged letters should be pre- 
icnted to each of the agents of Messrs. 
Glynn and Co., throughout Europe, simul- 
taneously. The conspirators were then to 
meet at an appointed spot, divide the 
spoil, and immediately to fly to India, 
Africa, America, or China. Some inter- 
cepted letters, and the examination of one of 
he parties implicated, at Brussels, exposed 
:he whole sclieme. Letters were produced 
on the trial to prove Mr. Bogle’s partici- 
pation, but being copies the judge advised 
he jury to throw' them out of considera^ 
don ; and a verdict was retunied for the 
plaintiff, damages one farthing. The 
opinions of commercial men of this trans- 
action may be gathered from the fact, that 
a large sum w'us subsequently subscribed 
for the erection of a testimonial to the 
spirited conduct of the proprietors of 77/c 
yVwes, who, in order to obtain evidence 
of this nefarious plan, sent barristers and 
other parties through France, Italy. Hol- 
land, &c. , of course at a very heavy expense. 

The great wdll cause connected with the 
disposal of the property of the late Mr. 
Wood, banker, of Gloucester, valued ut 
about a million, decided in favour of sir 
Matthew Wood, and others, who claimed 
property to an immense amount under 
different ])apers of a very informal kiinl. 

17. Anti-Corn Law Mkkiino. — .A con- 
ference of ministers of all denominations 
meet in the town-hall of M.anchesier, to 
consider the propriety of petitioning par- 
liament in favour of the repeal of the 
corn-laws. Not less than 650 ministers 
were present. ’Hie proceedings concluded 
with a resolution condemnatory, on reli- 
gious grounds, of the com- laws, and with 
the adoption of addresses to the queen and 
the people of Great Britain. ^ 

19. rAKl.UMRNT HE-ASSRMBLKS. — III thc 
commons, Mr. Shaw Lefevre was unani- 
mously fleeted speaker of the new par- 
liament. On the 24th, the lord chancellor 
read the queen’s speech. The reconcile- 
ment with France, interrupted by our 
Syrian iiitervenlloii, and the restoration of 
friendly relations with Persia were the 
first toidca. The more painful subject was 
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next adverted tO| of the inadequacy of the 
public revenue, and the iieccosity of new 
taxes to meet the extraordinary expenses 
which had been incurred by the events in 
I'aiiada, China, and the Mediterranean. 
For this purpose a revision of the fiscal 
system was recommended, especially that 
part of it pertaining to protection duties; 
and Justly, the policy of tlie corn-laws, was 
urged on parliamentary attention. An 
amendment to the ministerial address was 
i-upported by the dukes of Wellington and 
Richmond, and opposed by lords Mel- 
bourne and Brougham, the last, however, 
remarking that the country had spoken by 
the late elections, against ministerial policy, 
hut not in favour of the corii-law's or mono- 
poly. The amendment was carried by 168 
to 96. In the commons also an amend- 
ment was moved, supported by Messrs. 
Disraeli, Haillie, lord Sandoii, Mr. Goul- 
biirri, loni F. Egerton. and sir R. Peel. 
Ill favour of the original address, the chief 
speakers were Messrs. Philips, J. C. Dun- 
das, Labouchere, Roebuck, who spoke at 
great length ; Messrs. Kwnrl, Wanl,^I)r. 
Uowring, P. M. Stewart, Milner, Baring. 
Villiers, O'Connell, lord J. Russcii, and 
Mr. Cohdeti, who addressed the house for 
the first time. The debate occupied four 
days. On a division, there were for the 
aiidress, 268 ; fur the amendment 360, 
majority of 91 against ministers. On the 
.30lh ministers announced their resigiia- 
ttoQ ; both houses then adjourned for a 
week to allow time for the requisite ar- 
raiigefnetits for (he combination of a new 
ministry. 

21. J^ublic distribution of ])rizes at the 
government school of design, prince .‘Libert 
ill the chair, and in the presence of a great 
iiuinher of ilisiinguishcd persons. 

24. The Gazette announces the grant of 
the dignity of baronet to I. L. Goldsmid, 
esq., John Kasthope, eta]., and several other 
genllemeii. About the same period the re- 
tiling ministry was the means of placing 
oil the pension list, for 160/. per annum 
each, Dr. Anster, the translator of Faust., 
and Mr. Carey, the translator of Dante. 
Mr.Tbeodore Hook dies of bilious cholera. 

26. City of Amoy, deemed impregnable 
by the Chinese, taken after a spirited 
resistance, by the British* 

A meeting of the inhabitants of Paisley 
to consider the best means of relievitig Uie 
unemployed c leratives of the district, 
who are deacriued as being In a dreadful 
state of destitution, 

»SepL 6. New Miitirmr.-«*The new ad- 
ministration under sir Robert Pe d having 
been completed, both bouses ro-sssembled. 
On the same day a bill passed all its stages, 
and through both houses, having for its 
object to relieve the earl of Scarborough 


from the penalties lie had incurred by In- 
advertently sitting and voting in the house 
before taking the oaths. The following 
were the cabinet ministers ; — 

Sir Robert Peel, First Lord of the Trea- 
sury (prime niinister). 

Lord Lyndhurst, Lord High Chancellor, 

Lord Wharncliire, Lord President of the 
Council, 

Duke of Wellington, without office. 

Duke of Buckingham, Lord Privy Seal. 

Right lion. H. Goulburn, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer* 

Sir James Graham, Home Secretary, 

Karl of Aberdeen, Foreign Secretary, 

Lord Stanley, Odonial feretory, 

Karl of Ilaudingtoii, First Lord of the 
Admiralty, 

Lord Vesey Fitzgerald, President of the 
Board of Control, 

Earl of Ripou, President of the Board of 
Trade, 

Sir Henry Hardinge, Secretary at War. 

Sir Kdward Kuutchbull, Postmaster Ge- 
neral, 

In Ireland the vice-regal court consisted 
of— 

Earl dc Grey, Lord Lieutenant. 

Sir Kdward B. Sugden, J^rd Chancellor. 

Lord Eliot, Chirf Secretary. 

Kdward Lucas, esq., Under Serretai^i/. 

M. Magenis, esq., Private Secretary. 

9. A party of British volunteers cross tin* 
frontier from Canada to the United States, 
and seize and carry into (ianada a colomd 
Grogan, which occasions much excitement 
in both countries. 

Yanxhall-gardenf sold by auction for 
2O,0OU/. The same day the Princcss’s- 
tiicatre, in Oxford-street, was knocked 
down for 16,4004 

llie papers about and from this period 
filled with accounts of the most deplorable 
destitution existing among the manufac- 
turing districts, more particularly in Lced?, 
MaiichcHter, Stockport, and Bolton. In 
the lirst-mentiuncd place a committee ban 
liecii employed to examine personally the 
condition of the unemployed poor ; ainl 
frnm Uieir re|>ort it appears thi*rr are 7 17 
families subsisting upon It. 4d. per he:ul 
per week, 214 families on 4}^. per head, 
and 1946 families having no visible means 
of subMlstcnce whatever. 

11. The stone-masons engaged at the 
new houses of parliament struck, on ac- 
count of alleged grievances experieiued ;it 
the hands of the foreman, Mr. Allen. 3 ho 
*• Toughers' ’ soon followed their example, 
and the ihasons employed by the same 
builders, Messm. Grissell and Peto, at tlic 
Nelson monument, Trafalgar-square, and 
at the new 8(eam*docks, Woolwich. 

13. Attempt to assassinate ihe duke ot 
Auntalef one of the ions of Louis Phihpp*?- 
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14. A great dinner given to lord Mor- authorities by sir Kichard Jackson, who 
peth iu the Dublin theatre royal, by a thus expressed hU opinion of the iUcgality 
large number of noblemen, gentlemen, i&c., of the seizure. 

to express their admiration of his political 4. Insuubisction ik Spain. — The 
conduct, and their regret at his temporary rumours of a projected insurrection in 
retirement from public life. Spain, on the part of queen Christina, and 

19, Lord Sydenham dies of lock-jaw against the existing government, were con- 
brought on by a fall from his horse, and is firmed by a telegraphic despatch. The 
deeply and universally regretted in Canada, movement commenced at Fampeluna, 
21. The London and Hrightun railway where general O* Donnell at the head of 
opened. two battalions managed to gain iKissession 

23. The freedom of the city presented of the citadel. But the most important 
to sir R. Stopford and commodore Napier, incident took place at Madrid, where 
in boxes of heart of oak, represcMitiiig Uie general don Diego Leon, and Concha, 
fortress of Acre. having gained over a body of troops, 

2.>. The president of the United States attacked the palace in the hope of gaining 
issues a proclamation against ** aiding possession of the young queen's person, 
secret lodges, clubs, or associations,” hav- They succeeded in forcing their way to 
ing for one of their objects, the “ making the grand staircase, where they were 
military and lawless incursions, when op- stopped by a small band of about 18 
portunity shall offer," into British Canada, halberdiers, posted in n hall abthe top of 
in order to revolutionize that country. the stairs, and alter a desperate but una- 

A preliminary expedition, consisting of vailing struggle, Avere compelled to retreat, 
about a hundred workmen, embark for leaving the place covered with the bodies of 
Brazil, with the intention of establishing | their slain. The queen and her sister the 
a colony on the system of Fourier, which ■ princess were taken from one apartment to 
ill some respects assimilates with that of another during the progress of the conflict, 
Mr. Owen. by senora Mina, who used every precau- 

30* Bridruy at £LECTiQN8,«»ln the I tion to ensure their safety, and was success- 
lords, lord Brougham, in announcing his { ful, though shots entered the room where 
intention of moving for a committee of iu- . they were. Espartero gave the cross of 
qtiiry next session on the excessive bribery j San Fernando to these brave men, and 
aiul corruption which had taken place at j many presents were subsequently bestoweii 
the recent elections, said he could state { on them by their grateful countrymen, 
tliut these debasing practices were con* j Don Leon was executed on the 15lh. liis 
lined to no one of Uie three great par- i f^te — tliegeiieralw'aiit of sympathy for the 
tics into which the representation was | individual in whose name the banner of 
divided. A similar representation was j civil war had been raised, the disavowal 
made on October 6, iu the commons, by ; obtained hy the Spanish ambassador, Olo- 
Mr. T, S. Duncombe, who said he was zaga, from queen Christina, though tardily 
]irc)t:ired to prove that more than a consi- given and half repented of afterwards— 
dcr.ible majority of Uie present house owed soon put an end to nil the hopes of the in- 
tlicir seats to bribery and corruption ; sir surgents, and the result has been the flight 
liohert Peel also stated that these evils of ()’ Donnell and a great mimher of corn- 
bud increased since the reform bill. promtseil persons into France, and the 

Ocf. 4. Mr. M*Lcod*a trial, so long post- luldition of a great amount of popularity to 
poneii. came on this day. Some of the the existing government. Subsequently 
jury impanelled were set aside, on luspartero issued a decree suspending the 
account of conscientious scruples as to pa) me nt of queen Christina's pension, on 
capital puiiishmciif. The case was oiieiicd .accounl of just political reasons.'' 
by the attorney-general of New \ork; 7. Parliament prorogued by commission. 
Mr. Willis Hall, and a great number of 21. The Oasette contains an order in 
witnesses were examined. The priaoncr's couticil giving eUect lo a recommendatitui 
defence was conducted by Mi. Spencer, of the icclcsiaslical cominissioncrsto fn.*ike 
Alter a long summing-up hy the judge, i grants for the augmentation of nearly lOO 
(Oridlcy,) which is s|>ok«n of with admi- j bcneUces; consisting of those which com- 
ration by all parties, Mr. M'LeudWi.H found i btiie the largest population with Uk 
imt guilty. The order and impartialily ‘ smallest endowments, 
visible iu the whole management of the 25, The iirst municipal election under 
frial have also won much praise. With the new law lakes place in Dublin, and 
' of this gratifying result of an Mr. O'Connell is elected lord mayor, 

Jlfair that so long threatened to embroil amidst great popular rejoicings, 

JMigland and America in war, came also Fonokry op Exciikqokr Mr. 

iiitelligence that colonel Grogan bad been Beaumont Smith, the senior clerk in the 
promptly delivered up to the American oillce for the issue of exchequer bills, taken 
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up on a charge of being concenied in be created, according to custom, prince of 
most extensWe fraud. For the last throe Wales, with other dignities, 
or four years, it appears, from his own con 25. Akhbar Khan, son of Dost Mahoni- 
fession, he had been in the habit of using med, the sovereign the English had 
the facilities afforded by his position to expelled from Gabul, Joins the insur- 
obtain the printed forms of the exchequer gents. Successive attacks are made on the 
bills, on which it is supposed the signature British. 

of the comptroller-general, or his deputy, Dec, 25. Sir W. M*Naghten, envoy at 
is forged ; and the bills then put into the court of Shah Soojah, the puppet 
circulation. The amount of the forgeries prince the British had set up at Cabul, 
is estimated at about 350,000/. Much assassinated by Akhbar Khan pending a 
confusion and excitement caused by this pretended deliberation for the evacuation 
discovery in the money market. In the of the place 

subsequent December sessions Mr. Smith 31. l^rd Ashburton appointed on a 
was tried at the Old Bailey, and pleaded special mission to the United States, for 
guilty. He was sentenced to transpor- the purpose of settling differences between 
tation for life. Against his supposed the two countries. 

accomplice Rapallo, wh(» was in custody, Annuai. Obitoaby. — V on Rosii, archs. 

no indictment was preferred. «>ogy and architect ire, 97. Thomas 

30. Fire im the Tower. — A great Rickman, architect, 0-i. Sir AstleyC'ooper, 
fire breaks out in the Tower, and destroys i snrger}', 72. Josepli (Shitty, law, G.'), 

.n large but fortunately not the most vain- , (ieorge Dyer, poetiy, literature, 85. Koiv- 
able portion of that famous edifice, com- ! ley Lascclles, antiquities, heraldry, TJ. 
prising the building called the Grand Store- H. M. Dyer, botanist. 65. Rev. Blanco 
house, the Table or Bowyer- tower, with White, “ Dublado's Letters,*' &c., (j/. 
two stores on each side of it, and the But- Sir David Wilkie, R.A., 55. Sir T. K. 
ler’s tower. In the armoury, wliich was Tomkins. “ Law Dictionary,” &c., JSO. 
34.) feet long, were no less than 280,000 Mrs. Mountain, vocalist, 63. John Havv» 
stand of arms ready for use, besides a vast kins, antiquities, 83. Thomas .Sharp, au- 
quantity of military trophies, many of tiqiir.iy, 71. Rev. Dr. Kd ward N ares, divi- 
them ancient and historically interesting, iiity, history, 80. Tlunxlorc Hook, novels, 
The origin of the fire unknown. During j politics, 53, Dr. George Jiirkbeck, urigi- 
the conflagration the regalia had lobe very j nator of mechanics* institutes. '1 honuis 
hurriedly removed ; and a large quantity Dibdiii, dramatist, 71. Hir Alexand 
of guupower taken from the White Tower, llunies, Travels in Uoklmra.” Karl of 
and much of it thrown into the moat. Klgin. from whom the Elgin marbles are 

jyiov, 2. General rising against the iiiuned, 76. Sir Francis Chant rey, scul[)- 
Knglish at Cabul. Sir Alexander Burnes tor, 59. 

and several other officers are murdered. a.i>., 1842. — Jan, C. Evacuation or 

7. The rev. Michel Solomon Alexan- CAttvi ., — The Anglo- Indian iiiva.sion i*;' 
der consecrated bishop of England and this remote province had the most disas- 
Ireland in Jerusalem, by the archbishop trous results. The vindictive treachery of 
of Canterbury. The queen's licence it the native chiefs exceeded all calculations, 
appears assigns Syria, ('haldea, Egypt. Already by open violence or wily strata- 
and Abyssinia, as the limits of the ter- gems the chief BritUh otficers, both civil 
ritories over which he is to hare jurisdic- and military had been barbarously niur- 
tion. dered. Divided among themselves, ami 

S. The Surrey side of the Thames, apprehensive of simultaneous destruction 
from Nine Kims, Vauxhall, and Battersea- from the increasing number and daring of 
bridge, inspected on the part of the govern- their assailants, the British were compellccl 
luenl, who it is announced intend to em- to conclude a convention for the evacua- 
bank the river at this part, and convert lion of Cabul with the very men by whom 
the adjoining Battersea-ficlds into a public their chief officers had been betrayed and 
park to be called Lancaster-park. assassinated. The ground was covered 

9. The Gazette announces the appoint- with snow when the British left their 
ment of lord Gmnvillu Somerset, and camp, and notwithstanding the convention 
others, to in luir© into the mode and agreed to with major Pottinger, no sooner 
expenses of collecting the revenue, with a had they entered tlie Khooril-pass than 
view to retrenchmefits. the faithless Afghans coinmencod a series 

The queen gives birth to a son, and the of niunlerous orisloughts. The sepoys uric 
new^s is received throughout t! e coiiiitry* so completely paralysed and benum 
with demonstrations of rejoicing. As with cold, that they threw away imnr 
eldest son of the sovereign, the infant at arms. On the 8lh the Europeans 
once inherits the title and revenues of the last unsucceseful stand, but the I' 
duchy of Cornwall, and will In a few days were killed, with the exception of two 
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three fugitives. General Elphinstone, the ing thirteen flays in this country, during 
commander of the troops, \vith several which he bad been unceasingly active in 
officers and their wives, including lady visiting public institutions, receiving depu- 
Sale, had previously been placed as hos- tations, and attending private parties, 
tages in the hands of Akhbar Khan. 8. About 600 deputies from the anti- 

17. First stone of the new royal ex- corn-law associations in every part of the 
change laid by prince Albert. In the even- United Kingdom assemble in London, 
ing a grand banquet was given at the and continue their sittings, with occa- 
^lansion-house, which was attended by sional intervals, until August. Reports 
the prince, the ministers, and many dis- were read daily from districts represented 
tiiiguished persons. by the different delegates, showing the 

25. After much previous excitement re- condition of the people and the state of 
specting the election of professor of poetry trade : and members of the house of com- 
at Oxford, the friends of the two candidates mons at times attended and took part in 
submitted the promises they had each re- the proceedings, the object of which was 
ceived to a scrutiny, when the numbers to obtain a total and immediate repeal of 
^yerc — for Mr. Gar belt, 021, and for Mr. the corn-laws. 

Williams 623, whereupon the latter gen- 9. Corn Law Debates. — .Sir Robert 
tlcinan retired from the contest. Peel explained bis proposed measure re- 

Meetings take place in many of the specting the moditicalion of the corn-laws, 
large towns on the depressed state of trade in a long and elaborate speech, which was 
and the distress of the working edasses, listened to in entire silence by the rncm- 
and, with nicetinga on the subject of the hers on his own side of the house. He 
corn-laws, continue to be held during the abided by the sliding scale for regulating 
next four or five months. the tluty ; but instead of the sudden altera- 

Feh. 2. A bazaar held at Manchester, tions which took place on the existing 
by which the anti-corn-law league realize scale from lOs. to 6«. Bd., 2s. Sd., and Is., 
10,000/. he proposed two stationary points, after 

3. .Mkkting of Pahuamknt. — The which the duty would only fall by one 
session was opened by the queen, and was shilling at each increase of a shilling in li»c 
marked by the presence of the king of average price. He expressed his belief that 
Prussia, who had visited ibis country per agricultural industry would repose on a 
stmally to undertake the office of sponsor firmer basis %vith prices between 54s. and 
at the christening of the prince of Wales. 58«.the quarter, than when it wasdisturhe<i 
Tlic burthen of the royal speech chieffy re- by violent fluctuations, though he dis- 
ferred to the state of domestic affairs, and claimed the idea that the legislature could 
was of gloomy import. *l’he painful fact guarantee any price of coni whatever, 
was stated, that ** for several years past the Another part of the proposed modification 
annual income had been iuaclc(tuate to was the addition of 156 towns to the list 
meet the public chaiigeSy*" and the consi- of 150 in which the average prices of corn 
deration of the best meuiu for meeting this wore already taken. Mr. Cobden do- 
dcliciency recornmcudctl. Parliamefttury nounced the plan of the governmeut as an 
attention was called to the state of the insult to a suffering people. The debate 
laws wliich affect the import of corn and continued till the Uhh inst. On the mo- 
other foreign products; and ministerial lion on going into a cominiitce on the 14th, 
measures were announced for the iinpro>c^ lord J. Russell moved a resolution to the 
ment of the ecclesiastical courts, and of etfect, that the house was not prepared to 
the bankruptcy laws i and it was suggesteu adopt the government scheme, as it w as 
that it was desiraldc to cunsider the state likely to be attended by c\its similar to 
of the law relative to the rcgistrmliou of those which attended the former law. 
parliamentary electors. Tlie s|}cech*con- Mr. B. Forrand made an attack on the 
eluded with an expression of regret at the manufacturers and the ant i-coru-law league. 
Continued distress of the manufacturing Sir W. Clay and Messrs. Childers, IN il- 
ilistricts, and an ackiiowlcdgmuit of the liams.Ward and Labouchcre. spoke agninsi 
exemplary patience with which it | government measure. Captains Ilainil- 

hcca endured. Addresses in answer w- ton and Rous, Mr. (iorc, sir James Graham 
agreed to in both houses without a divi- and sir VI, Knatchbull, in its favour. The 
«ioii. q'hc chief incident in the debates debate was closed by lord Faliworston, w ho 
'vas the statement of the duke of Bucking- cotUeitdcd for a moderate fixed duty ; but. 
barn, that he felt himself compelled to re- admitted the proposeti alterations to be a 
from the cabinet^ because as “ an mitigation of the existing law. Gn a divi- 
'oncst man ** he could nok concur in the slou, the numbers were for lonl J. UusseU’s 
meditated abolition of the corn-laws, amendment 226, against it, 3 19 ; majority, 

fhe king of PrufpU embarked at 123. 

Golwich for the coiitioM» after spend* 18* Mr. Villieis brought forward his 
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motion for the abolition of all duties pay* 
able on the importation of com. Mr. 
Macaulay agreed in the principle of Mr. 
Villiers’s motion, but objected to imme- 
diate repeal, though he would not vote 
agaiuat the motion. Mr. Smythe looked 
upon sir R. Peel's measure as the first in- 
stalment of a wiser policy. Mr. 1’. Buller 
could not vote for the immediate repeal of 
all duties on corn, and w'ould prefer a 
fixed duty equivalent to the fixed burdens 
on land. Hr. Bowriiig showed that the 
respective tarifis in many parts of the 
continent* depended on our corn-laws. 
The debate occupied five tlays, during 
which Mr. Hawes remarked, that not one 
of the ministers had answered the speech 
of Mr. Villiers. On a division the numbers 
were for the resolution of Mr. Villiers 90, 
against it 303; majority, 'il3. 

2‘J. The pope orders prayers for the 
state of the catholic religion in Spain ; and, 
on the other hand, the minister of justice 
at Madrid, addresses a circular to the higher 
clergy of Spain against this ordinance. 

‘28. Lord Brougham introduced liis bill 
for the establishment of local courts, which 
was almost the same as the one he had 
nearly carried nine years before. It gave 
Jurisdiction up to 50/. ; that introduced a 
few nights ago by the late I^rd Chancellor 
only up to 20/. 

March 11 . Financial Statkmbnt. — 
Sir R. Peel, iti a long and able speech, un- 
folded his plans for the restoration of the 
finances. He took the deficiency of the 
year at 2*750,000/., and confessed that the 
country had arrived at the limits of taxa- 
tion on articles of consumption, for the ad- 
ditional duty of 5/. per cent, on customs 
and excise had only rcalizetl 10«. per cent. ; 
and he was satisfied that the attempts to 
provide an increased revenue from dimi- 
nished taxation, was wholly inadequate to 
the existing emergency. He then entered 
upon the subject of an income-tax, which 
be proposed for a periotl to be limited, and 
thought it might be required for five years, 
but in the first instance he would propose 
a continuation for three years only. In- 
comes of 150/. a year and upwards, whether 
from landed or futnlcHl property, would pay 
Id, in the pound, or about 3 per cent. 
Occupiers of land would be assessed ai 
half their rents. He estimateil the assess^ 
able yearly value of the land at 39,000,UiK>/.; 
of houses at 25 (HI0*IKI0/. ; of tithes, shares 
in railways and milies, and other sindlar 
property* at 8*400*009/. ; total 72,000,000/. 
Deducting one fourth fox incomes under 
150/., the tax thus iar would .rive him 
1.000,000/.$ and the assessment on occu- 
piers of land would yield 120,000/. On 
fumieti property the dividends in 1841, 
amounttfl to 29,400,000/., from which he 


would deduct 1,000,000/. in respect of the 
savings b.inks ; but he must add 1,500,000/, 
upon bunk, foreign, and other stocks, 
making a total of almost 30,000,000/., from 
which, deducting one fourth for the in- 
comes under 150/. a year, the proceeds of 
the tax would be 646.000/. He confessed 
that the tax on incomes of trades and pro- 
fessions was a part of the subject attended 
with great difficulty. The produce he ex- 
pected from this source, w.as 1,250.900/., 
and from the income of public offices 
150,000. The total would be 3,771,000/. 
The equalization of the spirit duty in Ire- 
land would realize 250,000/., and from a 
similar equalization of the starnp-<iuty he 
expected to obtain 160,000/. He proposed, 
however, to reduce the stam[> on charter 
parties and bills of lading, both in Great 
Britain and Ireland. Including a tax of 
4af. on coal exported, the aggregate revenue 
from the new sources which he liad pointed 
out would be 4,360,000/. AVith the surplus 
revenue of 1,740,000/. he would effect a 
relaxation of the tariff. The duties upon 
raw materials should not, scarcely in any 
case, exfviMl 5 per cent. ; the highest duty 
on partially manufactured articles should 
not exceed 1*2, and on eomplete manu- 
factures the reduction he proposed would 
generally reduce the duty to a maxwimm 
of 2U per cent. There would he an abate- 
inenl of duty on about 750 articles; and 
on about 450 the duty would be left un- 
touchctl. Treaties being now pending 
with various countries, some articles could 
not he included in the present reduction. 
The total diminution of duty on the num- 
ber of articles already mentioned would 
probably not be more than 270,000/. The 
government could not consent to reduce 
the sugar duties without some security on 
the subject of slavery in Cuba and Brazil. 
On coffee he was prepared to make a re- 
duction, bringing down the rate per lb. to 
4tl, upon British, and Pd, upon foreign 
coirec, which would be a loss to the revenue 
of probably 171,000/. In treating the timber 
duties be W'ould make a great reiluction of 
♦luty, but would protect the interests of the 
Canadas* which he would regard as if an 
integral part of the island* by making the 
duty merely nondtial, a shilling a l«»d, 
and the duty on foreign limber he wouhl 
Wflfftce from .1*5#. to 25#. a load. The loss on 
these reductions he estimated at fiOO.OOO/. 
He next proposed to remit altogether the 
duty on tlic export of certain British mami- 
factures ; and also to effect a considerable 
dimiiinfioti of the duty upon slagc-coachcs ; 
the loss on these two items being about 
70,000/. On the whole, these reductions, 
in addition to the exeea .of expenditure, 
would increase the deficit to somewhat 
more than 3,790,900/.; but the new taxes 
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would co\er tins and leave an excess of 
more than half a million applicable to the | 
contingencies of our distant wars. No dis* I 
cushion followed the right hon. baronet’s ! 
lucid statement. Lord John Russell wel- | 
comc<l the liberal principles of the measure, { 
but hinted that an alteration of the sugar 
duties would have been preferable to alter- 
ing those on timber. 

1(>. The representatives of the live 
powers address a note to the Greek govern- 
ment, respecting its proceedings on the 
frontier, which were likely to lead to hos- 
tilities with Turkey; iu consequence the 
Greek troops w'ere recalled. 

18. Ou going into committee on the 
ineomc-tax hill, Mr. F. Raring, lord 
Howick and lor»l J. Kusscll, opposed the 
measure as needless in time of peace, and 
oppressivj.* iu operation. Earl Eit/w iliiaiii 
in llie upper house, on the 14ih inst., ap- 
proved of the inltmtion of giving a revenue 
from realized properl), but was strongly 
i.pposed to a tax on trades and professions, 
and on oeeu])iers of laud, in the ]>resent 
distressed slate of the count r\, wlien the 
prolUs of these classes iiad Utile or no ex- 
istence. 

•JO. The king of Sardinia grants a ge- 
neral unmesly to the political ollendcrs of 
1821 . 

April 5. Sir R. Sale repul'^cs the 
Afghans in a sortie from Jellalahad, whicli 
they had beleaguered. General Pollock 
at the bea<l <if hOOU troops joined sir R. 
Sale, at Jcdhilabad after forcing the Kh)bcr- 
pass. 

M. The emperor of Russia i.ssues an 
ukase, arneliorating the condilioii of the 
serfs. 

18. Second reading of the corn bill 
carried in the lords, by 1 111 to 19. 

Mil}! 2. 1*k()Im.k‘.s Pktition. — I n the 
auouH Mr. Duncoinbe juvsented the pe- 
tition ealleii the People’s Petition,'’ wbieJt ! 
was signed by nearly three and a half 
million persons. It prayed for t)»e enact- 
ment of vote by ballot, annual parliaments, 
with unhersal snftVage, ami the rest of the 
points roiistituting the »* People’s 
Charter.” Mr. Duiicomlm luo^ed that 
dm petitioners, by their agents or counsel, 
be heanl at the bar. Sir J, Graliam ami 
sir It. Peel resisted the motion, and would 
not awaken delusive hopes. Mr. Macautay 
could not consent to act a* if the house had 
not fully made up its mind to resist what 
Was asked, (lu.ugh to some of the demands 
he was not opposed ; but universal suffrage 
^^sutlruge without any qualtfiration — was 
ineomputihle with the very essence of civi- 
txatiou. Mr. Roebuck would n»*t judge 
jjeople of England bv the itile and 
looi.sh doeument ou t}|« table; but if it 
utaiued bad principles of political eco- 


nomy (alluding to the demand for a fixed 
minimum of wages), it was a ]>oliticaI 
economy taught them by the landlords, 
who sought a maximum of prices. Mr. 
Hawes and lord F. Egerton could not con- 
cede power to masses of men, blindly led, 
who had signed so impracticable an instru- 
ment. On a division, the motion w'as lost 
by 287 to 49. 

4. The Boers of Port Natal, who being 
unable to obtain redress from some of their 
grievances, had established themselves be- 
yond the limits of the Cape colony, .'ind 
thrown off* their allegiance to the British 
government, were unsuccessfully attacke<l 
by captain Smith and a small armed force, 
lie was obliged to retire, with the loss of 
one officer and 14 men killed, and two 
officers and 25 men seriously w'ounded. 

Dr. Liishington gave judgment ou the 
Braintree case against the churchwardens, 
thus denying the right of a minority to levy 
a clmrch-ratc. 

5. A fire broke out at Hamburgl), which 
continued its ravages for three days, and 
destroyed a large portion of the city, in- 

' cluiling the bank, several churciics, public 
buildings, warehouses fille<l with valuable 
j)roperty, and 2000 houses, by which 
30,000 persons, or above a fifth of the j 
pulation, were rendered homeless. Sub- 
scriptions W'ere immediately entered into 
in the principal cities of Europe for the 
relief of the sulfcrers. 

r. An earthquake at Cape Hjiyticn, St. 
Domingo, destroyed nearly two thirds of 
the towm, and between 4U0U and 5000 lives 
were lost. 

8. An accident occurred to one of the 
trains on the Paris and Versailles raihvay, 
by which above 50 persons were killed, 
ami as many woundetl. 

9. Getieral England joins his forces to 
those of general Notl at Caiidithar. 

19. Her Majesty gave a splendid Ixd 
masipie at the palace, at which ditlVront 
groups of historical persons tiguroil in the 
* costumes appropriate to each period. 

! 25. At a public meeting at Stockport, 

to fuciuoiiulize the queen on the existing 
distress, it was stated that the poor-rates 
had increased from 2628/., in J&3<)-7, to 
7120/. ; more than half the muster spinners, 

I including 29 firms, liad failed ; 3000 dw t ll- 
iiig-houses were untcMianted ; and, in the 
suburb of Heaton Norris, out of 3000 
houses 700 were untenanted ; in respect of 
800, the rates had been compounded, and 
the occupants of 1000 had been excused on 
the score of poverty. 

26. The copyright right bill, with which 
Mr. Serjeant Taifounl Innl struggled in 
this, and preceding sessions, favourably 
received in the lonls, h>id Brotighain ap- 

i>ved it uijon the whole : lord Cottcnham 
4 C 
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gave it a qualified support, and lord Camp- 
bell his cordial support. 

30. John Francis, a young man under 
twenty, fires a pistol at her majesty as she 
was returning to Buckingham palace, 
down Constitution-hill in a barouche and 
four, accompanied by prince Albert. The 
queen was, happily, uninjured, and Francis 
was immedately seized. Some rumour of 
the intended attempt had previously reached 
the palace, and her majesty in consequence 
had dispensed with the attendance of any 
of the ladies-in-waiting. 

Jnm 1. A strike amongst the colliers 
at Dudley and the neighbourhood for 
wages, and for the adjustment of disputes 
with the masters. The unemployed colliers, 
to the number of several thousands, ,cotii- 
pelled others to join them in the strike by 
acts of intimidation. 

4. Riots at Cork and Ennis, for food. 
At Cork the potato-market was attacked 
three times during the day ; and, at Ennis, 
an attack on some fiour-milis was repelled 
by the military, when two persons were 
killed and 17 wounded. 

9. Lord Ashley, in an impressive speech, 
fouitded on the reports of a commission, 
moves for leave to introduce a bill for the 
exclusion of females from mines and 
collieries, and for regulating the employ- 
ment of children therein. Leave was given 
and an act passed fur the purpose. 

A proposal in convocation at Oxford to 
restore to Dr. Hampden, the regius pro- 
fessor of divinity, the full powers of his 
otfice, which were rescinded by a vote 
al>oul six years previously, was lost by 3.34 
to 219. 

A proclamation issued, by which the light 
gold ill circulation is <leclared no longer 
current. 

17. Francis found guilty at the Old 
Bailey, of shooting at the queen, and 
sentenced to be hung and quartered. The 
sentence was shortly after commuted into 
transportation for life. 

19. The British entered the ('hinese city 
of Shang-hai, a place of great trade, and 
destroyed the public buildings, but threw 
open the granaries to the people. 

25. The J.eedM Mercury report? Ih.it 
402.5 famili« ^ in that town, being one tiflli 
of the entire population, are dependent on 
the poor’s-rafe. 

26. Heh ?.>icerae«ts having arrived at 
Port Natal, the Boer-i arc completely de- 
feated, and submit ihemnclw ^ to the mercy 
of the British goTernm«»it. 

Juiy 3. A deformed in* bin namerl 
Bean, presents a pistol in a threatening 
manner at the queen. This, and the pre- 
ceding attempts originated an aet^ for the 
better projection of her majesty's per- \ 
•on* 


9. In the case of the vicar of Gedncy 
and the Wesleyan methodists, the house 
of lords confirmed the decision of the 
courts below, thus afiirming the validity of 
lay baptism. 

13. The duke of Orleans, eldest son of 
the king of the French, killed by a fall 
from his carriage. He was in his 32n‘.l 
year, and was popular among all ranks for 
many noble qualities. 

26. The F rench chambers opened by 
the king in person, who was accompanied 
by four of his sons. When alluding to the 
melancholy death of the duke of Orb ins, 
he was compelled to lay down the paper 
from which ho read, and gave way to his 
grief. The speech stated that the cham- 
bers were summoned for the purpose of 
deliberating on the appointment of a re- 
gency during the minority of the heir to 
the throne. 

Aiuj. 1. The Thamcs-tunnel was opened 
at the Wapping side of the river, and up- 
wards of 500 persons passed through the 
tunnel as far as Rotherhithe. 

5. The house of lords finally decided, 
in the case of lady Hewley’s charity, that 
Unitarians did not come within the terms 
of the trust-deeds. 

8. Rising of thk Manffacturino 
DlbTHicTS. — The disorders in the midland 
manufacturing districts became still nmre 
alarming, ami extended to Manchester uinl 
the neighbouring towns. After a lar^'c 
meeting on the Sunday, on Mottram-moor, 
all the mills in Ashton, Staleybridge, and 
the neighbouring towns, were stopped on 
the following day ; and on Tuesday, tfio 
Sill, the leaders of this movement, accom- 
panied by about 10,000 persons, many of 
whf>tn were armed with slicks, proceeded 
to MancheHter, with a view of compelling 
the hands engaged in the mills there to 
suspend their labour. At the entrance to 
the town they were met by a large body of 
troops and police, who attempted to turn 
the line of march, but as force was not 
used Ibis design was not accomplished, 
and the military next proceeded to occupy 
their intended place of meeting, which was 
consequently held in another place. 'Ihe 
people were recommended never to resume 
work until the wages of 1840 were ob- 
tained. The town was a scene of riot and 
confusion in the afternoon, occasioned l)y 
the attempt to close mills. The snops 
were shut, and the niuiiidpal authoiiti*’^ 
sat |>ermaiieiit)y, with a view to put jm 
end to the riots, but for several days tlic 
town was at the mercy of the mob. 
Saturday a royal proclamation was issue , 
directed against the bands ot rioters, n m, 
in ditfcrent>rtt of the country, were coni- 
pelJing men to join the strike. • 

of foot guards, some artillerj, 
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troops tVom Ireland and other quarters, 
Avere despatche<l to Manchester, so that on 
Monday, the 1 5th, the military force in the 
town amounted to above 2200 men. Order 
was now restored, and in a few days the 
town resumed its ordinary course. Siinul- 
tsiiioously with the lawless proceedings ut 
Manchester, other j)arts of the country 
were in like manner disturbed, particu- 
larly ill Stalfordsliirc, Warwickshire, Lan- 
cashire, Cheshire, Derbyshire, and parts of 
(he west riding of Yorkshiri*, and more 
]>ar(itdly in Scotland and Wales. The 
rioters in some cases destroyed property, 
iu others obtained bread, pro\isi<>ns, and 
money, by intimidation ; and their ge- 
neral object ivas to cause a universal sus- 
p<-nsioii of labour until their grievances 

re retlressed. A political colouring was 
given to the distiirhances by Vl attempt, 
ill some inslanees, to direct tlie movement 
in favour of the charier. During the week 
the metropolis was slightly agitated by the 
attempts v>f the chartists, whii co!l<‘ete<i at 
unseasonable hours, and marched in pro- 
ci'ssioii, but the vigilance of tin* police and 
of the authorities wiis sufficient to prevent 
public alarm. 

111. President Tyler vetoed for the secoml 
time the higli tariff hill, ou the grouml of 
its being coupled with a clause for distri- 
buting the proceeds of public land sales 
anmiig the different states, instead of re- 
serving tliom as the general revenue of the 
Puit)n. 

lleiieml Nott, at the head of a chosen 
of alKuit 7000 men, leaves Cainlahar 
for tihiixnee and Cahul, the latter place 
al)out 300 miles from Candahar. G neral | 
1‘ji’daud, with the remaimlcr rtf l!i Can- \ 
daliar forces, marches at the same time to 
Duettah. 

U. <!i.osk ok thk Session. — Thi'j rlay 
]»:irl!ainent was prorogued by the rpieen in 
person. The various measures adoplctl for 
legeiuTating the revt»nne, wore favourably 
nu iitioned by her majesty, and regret e\- 
jiresscd at the reverses experienced wesl- 
w.ird of the Indus, and at the conlinuetl 
dt'pression of manufa<’turing industry. It 
had hefii a veryanhions session, tlie house j 
having sat lOOis^ hours on 117 days, e\- ^ 
elusive of hours oil 0 Saturdavs. On 
01 nights the house sat aft*‘r midnight, in 
Jdl li.} hours. Prom February 3rd to 
•day Idih (Whitsuntide) th*’ avci ige time 
<d sitting wan 8 hours ; from ‘20th of May 
to loth of August the average was *JJ 
lours. The avcrag«* of the acasioii was h 
lours :if> minutes. On the U»t four days 
the house met at 12 o'clock. 

. ‘‘-If. The French regency bill, appoint- 
the duke de Nemours regent in the 
‘ vent of the pregetU king's deatli, and until 
teir to the ihrouo attains the jge of 


eighteen, carried in the deputies by a ma- 
jority of 2115, and subsequently in the 
peers by 163 to 14. 

29. The queen and prince Albert em- 
barked at Woolwich for Scotland, from 
which they returned on September 17th, 
after visiting Edinburgh, Forth, and the 
Highlands. 

30. The tariff hill, fixing high duties, 
receives the signature of president Tyler; 
the clauses respecting the distribution of 
the proceeds of land sales have been 
omitted. 

Srpt. G. Ghuznee retaken bv general 
Nott. 

8. Admiral Dupetit-Thouars takes pos- 
session of Otaheite and the surrounding 
group of islands in the name of the king 
>f the French. Subsequently, tliis was offi- 
j daily announced in the Moniteitr. 

8. Sir Charles Hagot, the governor-ge- 
neral, opened the second session of the 
united parliament of Canada. On notice 
of motion of want of eonlidence in the 
government, the governor-general made 
some important changes in the executive, 
by whicli the most piqmlar leaders of the 
I French in Eastern Canada and of the 
British in Western Canuila were called to 
office, and a vote of censure was in conse- 
quence converted into a vote of thanks, 
passed by 54 to 5, and the inhabitants of 
French origin placed for the first time in a 
position which gives them the advantages 
of British constitutional rights. 

15. Intelligence of the conclusion of a 
treaty bv lord Ashburton, with the United 
States, for the settlement of the boundary 
question, lor giving up criminals in certain 
cases, and for the adoption of co-operative 
measures for the 8iipt>ression of the slave- 
tratle. Fuhlic dinners were given to lonl 
Ashburton, at Boston and New York, be- 
fore returning to Englaml. 

16. (Icncnil l\>lloek, after forcing the 
passes, re-oceiipii‘s Cabul, and plants the 
llritish flag ou the Balia Hissar. From 
.fellalahad to Gundamuck, but esjH'cially 
from the latter j>lacc to Cabul, tlie Afghans 
maintained an irregular but formid.dilc 
contest, assembling in great number 
the heights, and obstinately cont“sting each 
post. 

*21. T.ady Sale, lady Macn.ightcn, and 
the other prisoners who had been detained 
bv Akbar Khan since the disasters iu 
<*:»bul in January, arrived in safety at 
general Follock's camp. 

23. Groat tire at Liverpool, aJid goods 
iu vvarehovtsosand other property destroyed 
to a large amount. W ithin about a month 
afterwtinis the sum of 3r>0.1H)OU was paid 
by tb(i in»uraneo*olfi'‘es to those whose 
pnqHMiy had been insured. 

29. Mr. ahlcrnian Humphery clecte<l 
4 C 2 
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lord mayor of London for the ensuing year, 
tlie court passing over Mr. alderman T. 
Wood, until some charges atfccting him, 
and for which he prayed an investiga- 
tion, could be gone into, but fur which 
there was not time before the day of 
election. 

30. Mr. Feargus O’Connor arrested on 
a charge of sedition, and held to bail. 
About twenty chartists had previously 
been arrested at Manchester, and else- 
where, on a similar charge. 

30. Tkiai.s ok tiik R[othrs. — A special 
ei>mmission for the trial of persons impli- 
cated in the recent disturbances was opened 
at Stafford by chief-justice Tindal, and . 
continued to sit until October 13lh. The | 
number of prisoners tried was 274, of ^ 
whom 57 were acquitted, and 54 truns. ' 
ported for various periods, including 13 : 
for life, and the remainder were sentenced 
to ditferent periods of imprisonment. Spe- j 
cial commissions for the trial of political 
offenders sat uUo at Chester and Liver- 
pool, where lord Ahinger presided. 

During this month a number of failures 
took place in the corn-trade. 

Oct. 1. Lord Fllenhorough, governor- 
general of India, issues a proclamation 
from Simla, whicli states that the disasters 
ill Afghanistan having been avenged upon 
every scene of past misfortune, the British 
army will be withdrawn to the Sutlej. 

2. A thanksgiving prayer for the late 
harvest read in all the churches. 

12. After destroying the fortifications, 
C'abul is evacuated by the British troops, 
who arrived at JellaIaba<I, in three divi- 
sions, on the 22nd and two following 
da\s. 

IS. Deputies from all the provincial as- 
semblies of Prussia meet at Berlin, in pur- 
Kuance of a ro}:il ordonnance , to deliberate 
on siihji cts of iegislalir.n and on matters 
connected with the general intorestsof the 
countr)'. The subjects discus^eil, tirst, were 
the reduction of taxes, a railuav svhlem for 
Prussia, ami the laws relating to private 
rivers. Subsequently, on the question 
whether Prussia required a representative 
form of govenimeiit, 57 decided in the 
negative, and 47 were of the; opposite con- 
clusion. 


for the setlleinontof disputes which ensued 
on the separation of (he two countricb. 

13. Disturbances break out at Barce- 
lona, wdiich in a few days assume a serious 
complexion. The principal watchwords of 
the insurrection are, “ Down with Kspar- 
tero and his government!" and “Justice 
and protection to national industry!" 

14. The funds are much higher than 
they have been for n considerable period. 
To-day the closing price of the 3 per cent, 
consols was !14][. 

Dec. 10. Death of lord Hill, the coju- 
mander-in-chief, aged 71. 

Annual Ohitiauy. — Count Pozzo (!i 
Borgo, diplomatist. Rev. 1. 1). Fosbrcikt-, 
archajology. Professor A. H. L. lleercn’ 
history and antiquities, 8], Karl of Mun- 
ster, oriental literature, 48. Dr. Kells, 
“ Universal Cambist,” &c., 80. Sir Charh s 
Bell, surgery. Robert Mudie, “Modem 
Babylon,*’ natural history, iVc., Gl. Sir 
Robert Porter, traveller and paintrr. Gj. 
Las (’asos. “ Memoirs of Napoleon.” 'I'li,). 
mas II, Lister, Life of ('laremlon.*' j)r. 
Arnold, of Rugby, “ History of Ihnne,” 
52. J. C. 8ismondt‘ de Sismomli, “ Italian 
llepuhlies,” and political eeonoiuy, 
Baron Larrey, Najioleon's surgeon, '..IJ. 
William Magiun, periodical and political 
literature, 4'.h Murijuis Wellesley, stati s- 
tnan, 82. Count Laborde, memljer of the 

I institute, and oriental traveller, 08. Di. 

; W. K. Channiug, theology and geiieud 
literature, 03. Allan Cuiiningliam, poetn, 
tales, and fine arts. William Hone. 

*' Every Day Book," and political pan - 
dies, GJ. J.ady Cahndt (Maria Graliain', 

“ Life of Poussin,' bo. 

A. n. 18-13. Jan. li. Kkuk.vl Tin; 
Union. — Mr. O’C’onnell announces at the 
repeal a.ssociation, that “ 1843 is, ami s!i:;ll 
be, the great repeal ye.ar." The n'e.isun s 
to unite all Irishmen in the Ktrnggle Kr 
the accomplishment of the propheev, are — 
1. The total abolition of the lithe rent- 
charge. 2. Fixity tif (enure for the occ u- 
pying tenants. 3. The eiieonragement 
and perfi'cting of Irish manufactures. 4. 
Complete ButiVage and vote by ballot. 
5. Abolition of the incscnt poor-law, and 
augmentation of well-regulated charitable 
iuHtitutions. 


19. The VV’alhalla, a temple dedicated to 
illustrioiisfircrriiattH, is opened by the king 
of Bavaria. 

20. The anii-com-lii V league at Man- 
chester announces the intent^ n of raising 
^0,000/. for the puq>o^e of sending lec- 
turers to every part of the cou itry, and of 
spreading infurinution on the effects of the 
corn-laws by means of paniphleU and 
tracts. 

AW. 5. The Dutch and Belgian pleiii- 
poUntiaries sign a treaty at the HuguCf 


2U. Mr. Drummond, private secretary 
to sir Robert Peel, shot at Charinc'-eross 
by a man named M'Naiighten. 1 1»»* 1^^‘hd 
shot appears to have been intemhnl h>r sii 
R. Peel. Upon his trial, M'Nauglitcn vyas 
(bund not guilty, on the ground 
sanity, and removed to Bethlehem hospital. 

Feb* 2. rAKLIAMKNT olUiNLO llV COM- 
11IS8ION. The speech announced the termi- 
nation of hoWilitics with Chinn, and ^ 
that, the countries west of the Uu 
would not be occupied by a British m 
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Tlio decline in certain branches of the 
revcjuio, in consequence of diminished 
consumption in the manufacturinij dis- 
tricts, was remarked, but a confident hope i 
expressed, that the future produce would j 
be adequate to the public exiirencies. In | 
the discussion which followed on the ad- 
dress. sir K. Peel observed, that more 
favourable terms had been obtained in the 
settlement of the boundary question xvith : 
America, than had been awarded by the 
kinj' of the Nelherhinds, and which we 
were, on a former occasion, willinj^ to ac- 
cept.-’ The amended tarilF, he thought, 
had produced such a reduction in prices, 
as would be equivalent to the ainounl 
contributed in income tax. He had no 
extensive commereial changes to propose 
this year, and in respect to the corn law, 
nothing had occurred to induce Inm to 
jircfcr a fixed duly to the sliding scale. 
I'rom these intimations, it was manifest 
the minister had planned a quiet session 
as respects general legislation. 

y. Dr. Nicholl broni;ht in a hill for 
amending the administration of the law in 
the ecclesiastical courts. Instead of having 
about dot) local ci)urta, as at present, he 
proposed to establish a few competent tri- 
hmials, for taking eogiii/ance of testamen- 
tary suits; .ainl to sc])arale the ecclesiastical 
jtirisdictioii into the temporal and purely 
s|iirifiial. This salutary m<.'.a:5urc was aban- 
doned, from the opposition of the country 
attorneys. 

17. Sir Cliarles Xapter defeats tlic 
Ameers of Scinde; next day, the Ameers 
siinendcred themselves juisoners of war. 
On t!ie UOih, the IJriti'ih occupied Hxder- 
:it):id, the capital. Subs^ «|«icntly, the 
vcri.nr-gyneral annexed Scinde to the 
lhiti*ih empire. 

Ukhbcca Kiots. — About tlte end of the 
month the newspapers ninmuiicc an *' in- 
Miiif ciionary movement,” as it is ralb.Ml 
in Wales, the leader, appears 

in woimurs clc.tlics, surrounded by otliers 
dressed as women, called ** Itcbecca's 
daughters,'* with a miniher of men dis- 
guised, and they break down the tidl and 
turnpike gates. The leaders are nell 
niounted ; and their inovemeiils are so 
ithiquitous that neither troopa, veomanry, 
nor police, who have been on the aleii, 
urn able to arrest any of them. 

-3. Tiik Dauk Document.— -Mr. Walter 
moved a resolution denouncing a docn- 
m‘-wt, which he alleged, formed the real, 
Ihough unavowed, basit of the present 
system of poor-law relief. Sir .lames Hra- 
uim stated, that the specific prujmsilioiia 
tuntained in the documtiit in (ptestion, 
\ere rejected by the mii^atry of the day, 

c origin and import of the mysterious 
j aper referred to, and as anliscquently 

^ught to light, during the Andover in- 


quiry, it may be as well to record. The 
dark document was lieaded, *• measures 
submitted by the poor-law commissioners, 
to iiis majesty’s ministers,’* and appears 
to have been framed with a view to the 
entire extinction of poor-law relief. It 
provided-—!. That the central board should 
be empowered to “disallow the contiiiMarice 
of relief to the indigent, (ho .iged, and im- 
potent, in any yther mode than in a ivorh- 
htivse.'* 2, That the power of the com- 
missioners should be, “ to reduce allow- 
ances, but not to enlarge them.” 3. It 
continues, “after this has b(?en accom- 
plishcjl, orders maybe sent forth, directing 
that after .such a day, all out-door relief 
should be given partly in kind; after 
another period, it should he wholly in 
kind ; that after such another period it 
should be gr.adually diminished in quan- 
tity, till that mode of relief was exlin- 
guished. From the first, the relief should 
be altered in quality, Coakse uiiown nnp.AD 
l>eing substituted forjmc white ; and concur” 
rentfg with these ineasures as to the out-door 
poor^ a gradual reduction should be made 
in the diet of tlie in-door poor, and strict 
regulations enforced.** 

The commissioners, who apparently 
countenanced (hose extraordinary sugges- 
tions, were not the Somerset-house board, 
created by the poor-law amendment act of 
18.31, but tlie nine commis.sioners of in- 
quiry into the abuses of the old |)oor-law 
administration who preceded them ; among 
whom were the bishops London and 
Chester, Mr. Sturges llourne, ami Mr. 
Senior, with five others of less nolo and 
activity. 

March 1. Air. Koehnek moved for an 
inquiry into the origin of the war in Cabul, 
which he described as iinpolitie and unjust, 
undertaken without due .sanction of par- 
liament niul the K.ast India company. 
Lord J. lUis8(dl defended it. Sir U. Feel 
said. Ins nwii opinion, and that of tiie 
duke of Wellington, were on record against 
the war, but the proposed motion would 
oidy revive unpleasant recollections, and 
prejudice tlie oood feeling subsisting with 
Uussia. Lord Palmerston said, a sit rni 
was gatlioring overall our Indian frontier, 
and the course adopted hy lonl Auckland 
was the best ealculated to avert it. Motion 
rejected by 189 to 75. 

5. Thaincs-lunnel opened throughout 
for fool passengers. 

April Jl. The duke of Snesex died at 
Kensington palace, in his 7 4lh year. His 
royal highness was buried at Kensal-green 
ceineler\, the place ho had chosen as his 
last resting-place. 

.l/fiy 13. Serious frauds <liscovcred in 
(ho customs-house de|i vrlment. 

.At the opening of the general as- 
aunibly of the C'liurch of Scotland, Uie 



11-2G 


BRITISH CHRONOLOGY. 


secession of the non-intrusion clerg}* took friends, and a leading member of the anti- 
phice. The seceders are about 400 in corn-law league, returned for Durham, 
number, or one-tliird of the establish- Aug, 22. Great meeting of repealers, 
ment. on the hill of Tara, the traditionary abode 

Towards the end of this month the cru- ' of Irish royalty, 
sude of “Rebecca and her daughters*’ 28. The queen and prince Albert leave 
against toll-gates increases in activity and Southampton, on a marine excursion, 
boldness. After visiting Falmouth harbour, th(‘y sail 

Numerous meetings held in April and for the opposite coast of France, to fuUil 
May, to oppose the educational clauses of j the promised visit to the French court, at 
the factories bill. On the 1.0th of the the chateau d’£u. Her majesty arrived on 
following, sir James Graham announced, ; the ‘2nd, and was received in the mo!.t 
that the objectionable clauses would not ! cordial manner by the Orleans fainilv, 
be pressed this session. i especially Louis-Philippe. Sunday was 

Large meetings for repeal are held ! passed in quietness, but the three folhm nig 
in Ireland, udiich acquire the name of . days were occupied by fetes in the forest, 
“ monster meetings.” ' concerts, and other diversions ; and on the 

30. Dr. Pusey's sermon, charged with 9th, the queen re-embarked, landing ul 
containing opinions contrary to the doc- ! Brighton the same afternoon, 
trine and discipline of the Church of Eng- | 29. Father Matthew visits London, and 

land, condemned by a university board j in a few weeks administers the temjjcraiire 

without reason assigned. The vicc-chan- | pledge to 74,000 persons, 
eidlor refuses to comply with an address, Ne/>. 6. Captain J. ('. Ross ret tirns fnun 
8igne<l by resident members of convoca- his expedition to the South Pole, 
tion and bachelors of civil law, requesting I 7. A meeting hold at the Crown and 
him to make knomi the ground of the ; Anchor, for the purpose of raising a siih- 
sentence on Dr. Pusey. ' scriptioii to send out the re^. Dr. iVoltl’to 

June 19. Monument erected to John Bokhara, to ascertain the fate of culonrl 
Hampden, on Chalgrove tield, where he • Stodilart and captain Conolly. 
fell, June iMh, ltU3. Pomar^, queen of Otaheite, eompell. d 

2*2. Mr. Cob^len, in a debate on the : to sigii a treaty jdaeing In-rKelf und-*j tho 
sugar duties, spoke strongly on the hurt- < protection of France. Having sul^wo- 
fuiness of colonial protection. He said, quently refused to acknowledge the treaty, 
the colonial trade was of no more value to the French, in November, took posst'>M«m 
us than that with Russia, the Brazils, or of the c»Mintry in the name of tlie kinu^ t f 
America, while its e,vtent was greatly ex- the French. 

aggerated. Excepting the East Indies, , 10. I’he Rebecca outrages have dt*':* - 

there Were no more than five millions of . nerated into incendiariMu, and a poor old 
j)eople in all our colonics ; and it was with i woman, t!)e keeper of a toll-gate, has hc<ai 
])eople wc should deal, and not with bur- murdered. 

reii wastes. At a great repeal meeting, Mr. O’t’on- 

2S. The Oxford convocation, amid a nell promised he would have his {'roteetion 
scene of the utmost tumult, conferre<l the »f)ciety of three hundred sitting hel'ore 
degree of D. C. L. on Mr. Evereit, the , Christmas, and “ 1 hop'»,” he said, “to he 
American ambassador; the dissentirnts al- j able to give you, a.s a new year’s giO, a 
leging that Mr. Everett was at one time parliament on College-green.’’ 
a Unitarian minisier. 13. Her Majesty and prince Albert left 

Julg 3. The prizes offered by the royal Brighton for Ostend, on a %isit to the king 
commission, for cartoons for the decora- of the Ihdgians. 

tion of the new houses of p.arliament 14. A bloodless revolution happily con- 
having been awarded, Wcsimiuster Hall, siinimated at Athens, the object being die 
where they had been placet!, is opened to convocation of a n.atiorial convention, in 
the public, for the first week at a small order to a final arrangement of the rojisli- 
chaqge, and afterwards gratuitously. tution, to secure ministerial responsibility 


23. The m«urrcctJon in Spam com- 
pletely successful ; and on tliis day, Nar- 
vaez entered Madrid in triumph. Nothing 
was known of the movements of the regent 
Kspartero ; but it afterwards appeared that, 
he was making his way towanU the south, 
and on the 'ilst, was botnbaru.jg Seville. 
The siege was raised on the 27th, and 
Espaitero started for Cadiz, where he 
embarked, on board a British ship, for 
Engignd. 

Mr. Blighty one of the society of 


and national representation. 

‘28. The anti-corn law league resumed 
its metropolitan agitation, by commencing 
the first of a series of monthly meetings in 
C«ivent-gardcn fheafre. A report of the 
past year’s proceedings was read, fmnj 
which it appeared that the receipts Imd 

been 50,290/., and the expenditure 4 7.HM/. 

The league^ had disfribiited 9,8‘-r>,W 
tracts, weiginng upwards of 100 Ions. « 
*237,000 electors in 24 lonnties, and 
259,2^6 electors in 187 boroughs; in uii, 
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to 496,226 clectora. During the year, 
deputations from the league had visited 
betwixt 20 and 30 counties, and had ad- 
dressed the agriculturists at great public 
meetings. In this course of peaceful agi- 
tation, the league determined to persevere, 
relying on the conversion of a portion of 
the electoral body, and resolved not again 
to petition pailiamonL 

Oct» 3. A royal i)roclamation against the 
disturbances in South Wales, and offering 
rewards for the discovery of the actual 
jyerpetrators of incendiary tires, or fatal 
outrages against the ])cr8on. 

I). The Irish government issues a procla- 
ination to prohibit an intended great re- 
])iTd meeting, to be held at Clontarf, three 
miles from Dublin, at which persona Avere 
to have attended on horseback, and | 
paraded as the “repeal cavalry/’ The pro- i 
clarnation not only forebade the meeting, 
but declared such meetings, the language 
that bud been held at them, and the inti- 
iiiidating display of numbers illegal. Mr. I 
()'(\>imell also issued a procluniution, re- , 
commending the people to repair to their j 
own dwellings, and not to put themselves 
in peril of a collision. In the night the 
li listings were removed, and on Saturday, 
the day of the meeting, the ground was oc- 
(•u[)ie(i by strong forces of artillery, cavalry, 
:iiid infantry. The day passed with the 
greatest quietness. 

10. A royal commission appointed to 
inquire intu'tbe operation of the turnpike 
laws in Wales, and the causes of recent 
outrages. 

14. Mr. O’Connell, Mr. John O’Connell, 
and a number of the l<*ading repealers ar- 
K Kti'd on the charge of conspiracy. They 
wei -' held to bail. 

21. After a sharp contest, Mr. Patlison, 
the liank director, succeeds the late sir 
iMaflicw IVood in the representation of the 
< ity of London. His opponent was Mr. 
ThoniHs Haring, of the house of Baring, 
brothers, and Co. .\t the close of the poll, 
die numbers were, for Mr. Pattison, 6532 ; 
*Mi‘. Haring, 6367, majority, 165. 

-5. The queen and prince Albert visit 
Cambridge. 


14. The closing price of 3 per cent, con- 
sols is 96§; on the same day in 1842, they 
were 94}. 

23. The queen left Windsor on visits to 
sir R. Peel at Tam worth, the duke of De- 
vonshire at Chatsworth, and the duke of 
Rutland at Belvoir Castle, returning to 
Windsor on the 7th of December. 

Dec. 2. The duke of Bordeaux, avIio had 
engaged a mansion temporarily in Bcl- 
grave-square, visited by a considerable 
number of French legitimists of rank, 
who came over for the purpose of offering 
their homage to him as the alleged right- 
ful heir to the throne. 

18. Death of general Lynedoch in his 
94lh year. 

27. The Spanish cortes arbitrarily sus- 
pended by the govcMimcnt for the purpose 
of decreeing certain constitutional changes, 
after w hich the Cortes are to be assembled 
to pass a bill of indemnity for the procced- 

29. The territory of Gw’alior invaded and 
subjugated by the Anglo-Indian arinv. 

Annual Oiutvary^— Robert Southey, 
poet laureate, 68. T. C. llotiand. land- 
I scape-painter, 66. Dr. Noah Webster, 
“English Dictionary,*' 84. Alexis Pies- 
sing, president of academy of tine arts, St. 
Petersburg, 73. James Hakewell, “ His- 
tory of VViudsor,’* 65. W. H. I'uie, 
“Wine and Wulniits,” &c., 74. *Dr. 
; Hahnemann, author of the homeopathic 
sy*^tcn), S8. Sir Charles .Morgan, M.I). 
John Foster, “ Essays on tlie Formation 
of Character,’' &c., 73. John Claudius Eou- 
; don, gardening, botany, architecture, 62. 

A.D. 1j>44. •/(!», 29. Death of the grand 
duke of Saxe-Coburg Gotha, father of 
j»rincc Albert. 

/'V6. 1. Parliament opened by the 
Qukkn. — The royal speech stated that in 
■ concluding the treaty with China, no ex- 
clusive benclit was sought, but that “equal 
favour should be shown to the industry 
and coinnnTcial enterprise of all nations.” 
The improvement of trade was dw'elt upon, 
and the gratifying fact that the public re- 
venue was ;unply suflicicut to tlofray the 
charges upon it. As respects Irclauv’., a 


2/. The Welsh special commission 
<>pcned at Cardiff. Tim principal culprit 
Was u young farmer, aged 2D, wlio resisted 
ibe civil power with arms, and was taken. 
Ho Avas sentenced to transportation for ' 
-w years, 

Aoc. 1. A commission on land tenures 
Ireland announced. 

6. General Narvaet Bred at from op|io- 
0 sides of the street, while proceeding to 
tHo Madrid opera. 

of Spain cleclar**d of age 
^\t born Oct. lOih, 1830. 

j;;^^*^'Varbunoii returned M.P. fur 


dolerminiition to inaintuin inviolable the 
IcgisIatiAe union avus expivsstd, coiqded 
with a desire to adopt Avhate\cr measures 
might tend to improve the country. 

12. .-Ifler a trial Avhich lasted lAventy- 
foui days, the jury return their verdict in 
the case of O’Connell and others. See 
May 24. 

13. A grand debate on the state of Ire- 
land coniinenceil in both houses, the mar- 
quis of Normanb) impugning the conduct 
of iniiiisleis in the upper, and lord J. Rus- 
sell in the lou er house. The lords divided on 
the I5rh, 78 for, 175 ugamst lord Norniati- 
hy’t motion* In the commonsy the house 
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did not divide till the ninth day, when the 
ntiinhers wore for lord J. Russell's motion, 
225 ; a,s::iinst it, 324. 

15. Death of viscount Sidmouth in his 
87th year. , 

March 1. The earl of Aberdeen stated 
in the lords that the English missionaries 
in Ot^ieite had enjoyed every jirotectioii, 
and that they had not the slightest ground 
of complaint against the French govern- 
ment. With regard to the acts of admiral 
Dupetit-Thouars, they had been spontane- 
ously disowned by the French government. 

Mr. Pritchard, ex-consul of Great 
Britain at Otahoite, seized by the French 
authorities and placed in contineinent. This 
arbitrary exercise of authority by M.Brtiat, 
the French acting-governor, was preceded | 
by a proclamation declaring a certain dis- j 
trict of the island in a state of siege in j 
consequence of an expected rising of the j 
natives; and Mr. Pritchard was by impli- I 
cation supposed to be connected with this | 
movement. The conduct of M. Bruat was ; 
subsequently disavowed by his government. | 

8. Death of Charles John (Ueniadotle), j 
king of Sweden, in his 81st year. | 

The chancellor of the exchequer brought j 
forward his plan for reducing the interest j 
of per cent, stock, involving a portion 
of the national debt amounting to nearly 
250,OOtl,OUO/. He proposed the establish- 
ment of per cent, stock, and that the 
holders of per cent, stock sftould re- 
ceive a like amount in this new stock, on 
which interest w’ould be guaranteed at 3^ , 
per cent, until 1854, and after that period 
3 percent, would be guaranteed for twenty 
years. The immediate saving would be 
625,000/. per annum, and in 1854 the 
annual saving would amount to ],‘25i),000/. 
Mr. F. Baring approved of the plan, and 
the resolutions for carrying it into effect 
were agreed to. 

14. lluELMNo. — Mr. Turner moved a 
resolution condemnatory of the practice of 
duelling, recommending that capital pun- 
ishment for killing in a duel should he 
abolished, and that the survivor should be 


Saunders and his wife, and a Mrs. Dorey, 
the wife of a tradesman in Oxford-street, 
found guilty of an extensive conspiracy to 
defraud the commissioners of the national 
debt, by forging wills and |>ersonatiiig in- 
dividuals in whose names stock in the 
funds was invested. 

30. A meeting of upwards of 1200 dele- 
gates from all parts of the United Kingdom 
assemble in London as an “ Anti-State- 
Church conference," to consider the best 
means of effecting a severance between 
Church and State: it was resolved to hold 
the conference every three years. 

May 3. Sanguinary street-riots at Phila- 
delphia, which kept that city in a state of 
anarchy and confusion for three days, when 
they were p\it down by military force. 
The riot originated in tlic bad feeling ej^- 
isting between a party ealling tbeinseivt u 
the “ Native Americans " and the Irish, the 
objects of the American party being more 
particularly to oppose popery and to re- 
strict the riglit of foreigners to the privi- 
leges of citizenship. According to ibe 
ofhcial report fourteen persons were killed 
and thirty-nine wounde«l, and the property 
destroyed was valued at 250.000 dollars. 
The riots were resumed in July with imuo 
violence. 

6, Sir Henry Hurdinge appointed go- 
vernor-general of India, 

24. The Irish judges, having refused tlu‘ 
motion for a new trial, pronounoctl the 
sentence of the court in the rase of ilu> 
Quren v. (>' Connell and others. The sen- 
i teiicc on Mr. O’ConneU was — imprison- 
I ment for twelve inomlis, with a line fd 
I 2000/. ; and he was b'>nnd in his own i r- 
cognizance in the sum of 511(10/., ami two 
sureties of 2500/., to keep the i)eace for 
seven years. 

26. Latittc, the oinincnl Paris hanker, 

I died. 

I 28. The king of Saxony landed at Dover 
i and spent several we«'k^: in Ih^dand, v idl- 
ing also Scotland. 

30. Hostilities commenced betwixt 
Franco and Morocco. 


liable for tbe debts of the deceased. Sir K. 
Peel preferred trusting to the present state 
of public opinion on the subject of duelling 
rather than to any legislative changes. An 
association of distinguished naval and mili- 
tary officers had been formed to discoun- 
tenance duelling, and he would not run 
the risk of • becking the experiment. Sir 
H, Hardingc remarked a few days pre- 
viously that the articles of war had been 
amended to repress duelling ; but other 
members observed that they were already 
sitfHctently stringent had they been en- 
forced against offenders. 

April 7. Death of lord Abinger, chief 
baron of the f^xchei^er, while on circuit. 

22. Barl>er, an attorney, with Fletcher, 


It was announcetl in the free Ohurrh 
\ assembly held at Edinburgh this month, 
I that during the preceding twelve montlis 
I the sums collected or subscribed for all 
purposes connected with liic free Church 
were 420,613/. 

June I. The emperor of Russia arrivctl 
in London, and spent eight days in Eng- 
land. 

3, The duko d*Angouleme, eon 0‘ 
Charles X., died at Goritz. Soon after this 
event the duke de Bordeaux, addn'ssed a 
circular to the courta of Europe declaring 
that alt)ioug|i he does not relinquish ni’ 
claim to the throne of Ffaiicc, he o!il> 
wishes to exercise his rights when pro' 
dciic|| to bis conviction, shall summon ni» 
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to be really useful to France ; ** and in the Conolly and captain Stoddart, to ascer- 
incau while he adopts the title of the comte tain whose fate he had travelled to Bok- 


de Chamhord. 

25. Joseph (“Joe**) Smith, the prophet 
of the reli;^iou8 fanatics called Mormons, 
and his brother Hiram, murdered in the 
debtors* jail, ('arthaf^c, United States, by a 
party of sixty or seventy men, who entered j 
thi* prison in disguise and coirimencetl ! 
iirini^ through the door of the apartment ■ 
where the prophet and his brother w'ere i 
coiitiiicd. I 

,/«/// 9. The claims of sir Augustus ! 
d’Fste to the dukedom of Sussex iinally 
disposed of by the liouse of lords, who, 
with the unanimous conenrrenee of the ! 
judges, j)ronouneed the marriage of the ; 
(hike wdthlady A. Murray invalid, and that 
the claim of sir Augustus d*Kste liad not 
been established. Lord Brougham re- 
gret te<l the exist<’nce of such a law as the 
i ,»\:d marriage act, which, in this case, had 
r 'ridcreil voi<l a lnar^iag«^ in either respects 
legitimate. 

1-*. J.ord Heyteshury appointed lord- 
lieutenant of Ireland, in tlie room of earl 
(le (Ircy, who had resigned. 

Id. A contest for the representation of 
Birmingham: the number of votes were — 
for .Air. Sp(M)iier 2095; Mr. S< boletield 
171.) ; Mr. St urge 3 Hi. 

-0. An experiment at Brighton with Mr. 
^Varue^*s explo'^ive power niaehine, when 
:i h.iMjueof three hundred tons buideiMvas 
!.)iattere<l and sunk. 

A treaty signed between Hano%er 
:n»»l Knglainl for the settlement of the 
Sl.ici !>duties. 

A fatal rontlict ncctirred hctweei^ ; 
llie natives, near N' ls^ni, .New Zealand, • 
and a parly of the ♦.♦iflers, in whieli ninC' 
teen of the latter were killed. 

26. An attempt made on the life of the : 
king of Prussia, as lie was selling out for i 
bilcsia, accompanied by the (jnecii. The ! 
assassin, whose name was Toseli, fired two 
shots from a <loiihIe-h.iiTeIled pistol, the j 
halls from which penetrateil the carriage ; 
in wliich his majesty was sealed without , 
doing him any injury. 

Duiing the month of July fro<|uent in- 
cendiary fires ocnuTCfl in Suffolk, and at 
the midsummer assizes fo. the county 
thirty- two persons were fried for this 
olleiice, seventeen of whom were under 
twenty years of age, and fifleoii ' /ere above 
twenty. In fvnir cases the crime was traced 
hy the graml jury to inadeqn.nte employ- 
tnent; in fourteen to malicious feelings 
towards individuals ; in eleven to a spirit 
of 'tupreincditated mischief, and only one 
Avas traced to a x*agiiint ; while in four 
‘ Uses the motives of the criminal could not 
bo discovered. 

1. Captain Grover n?ccived a letter 
horn Dr. Wollf, announcing thal^ colonel 


hara,had been murdered in June or July, 
1843. 

5. The committees of secrecy, respec- 
tively appointed by the lords and com- 
mons, to inquire into the official practice 
of opening letter passing through the post, 
made their report, from w hich it appeared 
that every administration had been in the 
habit of exercising this espionage under 
the authority of a warrant of the secretary 
of slate. From 1799 to 1844 the number 
of warrants issued was 372, and tlic n um- 
ber of persons named in them vv;ts 724. 
The largest numbers issued in any one 
year were 28 in 1812 ; 20 in 1842; 18 in 
1841; 17 in 1831; 16 in 1839; 14 in 

1830. 

0. Tangier bombarded by three .ships of 
the line under the command of the prince 
de Joinville. The batteries were disman- 
tled in about two hours, 
j A great festival at Ayr in honour of 
I Burns. Three of the sons’ of the poet, and 
his sister, with her son and two daugh- 
ters, were present. 

8. At a meeting at Manchester to pro- 
j mote the formation of public parks, the 
j sum of 10,000/. was subscribed. Sir R. Peel 
■ sent 1,000/., and the Plnrnix insurjince- 
i ollicc, of London, made a donation of 
I *200/. as an acknowledgment of the ser- 
; vices of the working classes of Manchester 
\ in assisting the firemen. On November 1, 
i the amount subscribed exceeded tw*enty- 
five thousand pounds. 

13. The Madrid (Gazette publishes a 
decree suspending the sale of national 
property, most of wiiieh belonged to the 
Church. 

21. The foundation stone of the monu- 
ment at F.d inburgh to the poUticnl victims 
of 1793-4 was laid by Mr. Hume, M.P. 

Sept, 2. A commercial treaty concluded 
between Belgium and the Ciermau cu*.- 
toins'-union founded- on the concession 
of mutual advantages. 

4, The house of lords gave its verdict 
on the appeal by writ of error acainst ihe 
decision of the Irish judges in the case 
the (Jttcen v. OTo/mr// and t»thcrs. Only 
I the law' lords voted, and (heir dccisionwas 
I that “ the judgment of the conn bchnv in 
I this case ought to be revcrseil.‘' 

' .5. P.vui.i.vMKNT riioKoorEU nv Commi.s- 

— The session had been a protracted 
; one, but, except on Irish affairs, ami the 
j exercise of the official usage of opening 
private letters, had not grapple<l with any 
! intricate or exciting topics. Various jud»- 
I Clous improvements were commended in 
I the clositig speech, and the Bank-charter 
i act was spoken of as tending to place Iho 
jft'cuniary traiisaction» of the country upon 
a iouuder basis, wilhout imposing any iu- 
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coiivoiiieiit restrictions on commercial 
credit The settlement of the misunder- 
standing with France, relative to Otaheite, 
the general improvement of trade, and the 
prospects of an abundant hai'vest, also 
formed subjects of congratulation. 

6. Peace concluded between France and 
jVIorocco. 

9. The queen embarked at Woolwich 
for Scotland, from which country she did 
not return till October 3. Her majesty 
took up her abode at Blair Athol!, a seat 
of Lortl Glenlyon’s, where she remained 
in great privacy, enjoying the grand and 
romantic scenery of that part of Perthshire. 

18. At a general court of the Kust India 
House an annuity of 1000/. is voted to 
maior-gencral sir William Nott. 

23. At a meeting of the llipon diocesan 
board of education, at Barnsley, lord 
Whurnrliffo, entcretl into a long explana- 
tion of the purposes and mode of adminis- 
tering the parliamentary grant for educa- 
tion, correcting the misapprehensions that 
existed on this point, rebuking certain 
parties who attacked the system without 
making themselves acquainted with it, and 
defending the principles of government 
which, in substance, were tlic same as 
those adopted by the preceding ministry. 

28. At a court of common hall for the 
noroinatiou of lord mayor, the livery pre- 
sented alderman Wood and alderman 
Gibbs, the former of %vhom had been 
jiassed over the preceding year. The court 
of aldermen selectetl aldennan Gibbs. 

An explosion of gas took place at Ifas- 
wcli collier}', between Sunderland and 
Durham, by M'hich ninety-four persons 
lost their lives. The government sent 
down professor Faraday to attend the in- 
quest, and to examine into the causes of 
the accident ; but no blame seems to have 
attached to the proprietors, who had ne- 
glected none of the usual precautions. 

Death of the duke of Grafton, in his 
b )th year. 

At the numerous meetings of agricultural 
societies, heltl about this period, the con- 
dition of the lahourcpi, and tlie means of 
ameliorating it, formed prominent subjects 
of discussion. 

Numerous meetings of the medical pre 
festion were held during the months of 
September, October, and November, to | 
conakler the orinetples and details of sir 
Jaumn Graha; ’ r medieal reform bill. 

Oei. 3. A greut meeting, distinguished 
for brilliancy and taleuL of the Iriends and 
stibseribem to the Manchester Atliensum. 
Mr. Disraeli, M.P., presided, and made 
an elo<|iieiit address, descanting on the 
union of literature and the arts with com- 
raercial enterprise and mamifocturing in- ^ 
genuity, and pointing out the duties of (he 
rising generation in the midst of that crea-> 


tion of novel powers which distinguished 
Manchester. Mr. Smythe, lord John 
Manners, Mr, Cobdeii, and others, also ad- 
dressed the assemblage in the same strain. 

4. The king of the French grants an 
amnesty to all political offenders whose 
penalty, pronounced previously to 184‘i, 
was to expire before the Ist of January, 
1847, and to twelve other political pri- 
soners sentenced to imprisonment for 
various terms, from six to twenty years, or 
to transportation. 

7. The election of Dr. Symons to the 
vice-chancellorship of the university of 
Oxford opposed, but without success, his 
election being tarried by 882 to 183. 

Visit ok I-kiuis-Piiiliki'K. — The king 
of the French landed at Tortsinouth, and 
proceeded to Windsor on a visit to the 
queen. Jle was most cordially received 
by all classes, and, by his frankness and 
air.ibility, made a favourable impression. 
During his short stay at Windsor lie was 
enteiiaiiuMl by stately banquets, and was 
installed a knight of the Garter. Addresses 
were presented to him from the corpora- 
tions of London and Windsor, ami he re- 
ceived one from the corporation of Ports- 
mouth before he landed. On the 1 1th, the 
kingarcompanied by the queen and prince 
Albert, left the castle for Portsmouth, in- 
tending to embark for France, but tiu* 
tempestuous state of the weather rendering 
it probable that he W’ould not be enabled to 
disembark at I'report, his majesty took 
the resolution of proceeding by the South- 
western railway to London, and thence to 
the New-cross station, and forward to 
Dover. On reaching New-cross, about H 
the large station was in flames, a nifisi 
ilcstruetive fire having burst out about 
two hours before, notwithstanding wdiii li, 
preparations were hastily made for receiv- 
ing the king with suitable respect, and 
which he courteously acknowledged. 11c 
entered the railway -carriage amidst the 
iiiiiiglcd cheers of the people ami tlie 
noise and confusion of the tiremen, au<l 
arrived in Dover about 2 .\.m. About 
( leveii o’cbK'k, after receiving an addr« .<s 
from the corporation, he ciubarke«l lor 
Calais. 

28. The queen, accompanied by grand 
I civic and military procession, opened th 
I new exchange, and bestowed the* title of 
* royal " on the edifice. 

Numerous rneetings were held in Scot- 
land this month on the subject of impend- 
ing changes in the currency of that part ot 
tfnr United Kingdom. 

Thu Spanish constitution of 1837, abro- 
gated, under the dictation of general 
Narvaez, presiderit of the council 
ters, who proposes one of much less libcial 
construction. . ,, 

iVoo. 2. A Urge Victory at Oldham fell 
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clown and killed twenty-one persons, be- 
sides iiijurin^j' others. 

About this period the number of railway 
projects before the public were unprece- 
dented. 

12. Her majesty and prii^ce Albert pro- 
t (*LMlfd to Hurghleigh, the seat of the inar- 
ijuis of Kxeter. On the 15th they returned ■ 
to Buckingham-palace. j 

A melancholy accident occurred on the 
river, near Blackwall, on board a new | 
steam-boat, called the Oypscy Queen, by ! 
which Mr. Jacob Samuda, the head of a ' 
lirm enjpiged in business as engineers, lost ■ 
liis life along with nine other persons, by | 
the explosion of tlie boiler. 

Martin Zurbano, the guerrilla chief, j 
attempts an insurrection in favour of the ! 
constitution of 1837. Two of his sons 1 
were Uken, and slmt with other prisoners, • 
autl Zurbano himself met witli a like fate 
two months after. 

14. The closing price of 3 per cent con- 
sols, lOOJ. 

19. Meeting at IJirminghain to promote 
public baths and walks. 

‘23. Rogers* and Co‘s. hanking-luiusc 
robbed to the amount of 40,710/. in bank 
notes, bills, and specie. 

•J9. Death of the princess Sophia 
Matilda, one of the daughters of George 
111., in her 7*2nd year. 

Dec. 3. Rouge, a catholic priest, excom- 
municated by tlie chapter of Breslau, for 
piihlishing a letter relative to the holy coat 
at Treve.s, a relic which h ul been exposed 
lo excite religions devotion. Konge in a 
sli'irt time became the leader of a move- 
ment, somewhat prematurely called in i 
G'Minnny the ** second reformation.’* 

4, 'I he Spanish chamber of deputies 
iiildjjf. the project of a new constitiilioii. 

J8. A snppiernent to the Dublin CiazvHc • 
‘■"niaius the appointments »»f the commis- 
Moners of charitable bequests and tlonulioiis 
for Ireland. In this oificial aunouneeineiit 
the (Tclesiastical lilies of the Honian 
‘•■iiholie prelates arc gixen, and the pro- 
test ant and Roman catholic bishops are 
placed in order, ueconling ti> rank in their 
vc.spi^ctive hierarchies. Rrcviously the 
‘legi(‘cs of the catholic clergy xxcre held lo 
he nominal, and not acknowledged in 
•''late (lociimeiUs. 

A.nni;ai, OnnUAUY. — William Brekford, 
^uthor of “Vathek,’* <&r,, S4. Thomas 
y'inpbell, “Pleasures of Hope.'* &c.. 07. 
•b)lm Hnslam, M.D., “On lasanity," 
M. Lord Mountnorris, “ I..or«l Valentia's 
ravels/* Dr. Dalton, atomic theory and 
; '“'nr'j«try, 78. Kev. H. F. I'arv, trinsla- 
or of Dante, 78, Francis Bally, astrono- 
* ^**'t^nvilU? Penn, religious writer, 
tanny Ilolcroft, iiovcUkI. Mrs. Hof- 
“*«d, novelist, 74. Thomas Ueiideraoii, 


professor of astronomy, 4G. Peter Nichol- 
son, architect, 79. Henry Corbould, 
artist, 57. Krusilov Ivan, the celebrated 
Russian fabulist, 83. Sir A. AV. Callcolt, 
artist, 65. 

A.D. 1845. — Jan. 1. The quadrangular 
area for public buKines.s in the royal ex- 
change occuj)ied for the lirst time by tl»e 
merchants. 

11. Tuactxuianism. — The archbishop ot 
Canterbury addressed a letter to the clergy 
of his province, on the disputes resjiecting 
the uniform observance of the rubric, 
and the existing practice as sanctioned by 
usage, on which he declined to give an 
authoritative opinion, but advised mutual 
forbearance for the present. The chief 
points upon which the clergj' and their 
parishioners had been divided, and which 
originated in a series of tracts issued some 
years previously, by Dr. Puscy and the 
Hev. n. Newman, bore chiefly upon the 
use of the surplice and the candlesticks; 
upon bow ing at the name of Jesus ; iipcui 
turning to the East; upon the use ofw'ood 
t>r stone in the structure of the altar; 
and whether the entire floor of the parish 
church should be free to all, or subdivided 
into pews for exclusive use. Great ex- 
citement had prevailed on these subjects 
ill many ])aris}ies, especially those of the 
diocost 8 of Kxeter, Oxford, and London; 
but the movemeut suddenly abated, and 
little was heard of the Laudian innovations, 
or Roman revivals of the Piiscules. 

15, A majority of the bishops of fhe 
established church of Ireland issue J a pro- 
tt'st against the national sy.^tem of educa- 
tion. 

22. Anti-Corn Law* Lkaove. — It w as 
stated at the annual meeting of the anti-coru 
law league at Manchester, that Kngiaitd 
and Wale.s had been divided into thirteen 
electoral tUstriets, w ith an agent in each to 
attend to the registration of \otei*s. Ahox o 
2,000,OUU stamped and other publicuiious 
had been disti ibuted, besides 15,600 copies 
weekly of the D-atfue ncwspapei. I'hi* 
letters received during the year in Loudon 
and Manchester had been 30,000; and 
I 300,001) had been despalehed. The inde- 
' faligahie perse veraneo of this association. 

ami the novel mode they had adopted for 
■ achii'viiig their end, by a peaceful af»peal 
; to the reason of the eiMumnnity, rank 
among the remarkable ini i<leu!s in the first 
* di centiary pmiod of quee!i Victoria's 
reign. 

I i*y>. 4. Pauli AMKNT ocenkh hy the 
Qi lkn. — T he royal speech was wholly 
cuugrutul.iltiry. the clitlicultiea of the 
country, both commercial and financial, 
having entirely disappeared. Inereasod ac- 
livily ill the iti.anufacturingdislricts, domes- 
tic Uanquiility, and “ cheerful obedience 
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to the law,” were tlic prlrnary themes dwelt 
upon. The regal visits of the past year 
were commemorated ns tending to inter- 
national peace. An increase in naval es* 
timates was deemed requisite, owing to 
the progress of steam navigation, and the j 
demands for protection to the extended j 
commerce of the country. In Ireland, the ! 
abatement of political disquietude was re- | 
marked, and the opportunity held to be j 
favourable for extending the means of aca- 
demical etiucation in the country, both in 
Ireland and Scotland. The banking esta- 
blishments were alluded to as subjects de- : 
manding attention. Adverting to the suc- 
cess of the income-tax in arresting the ac- 
cumulation of <lebt in time of peace, and 
to its approaching expiration, her majesty ! 
left it to the “ wisdt>rn of parliament to 
determine whether it may not he expe- 
dient to continue its operation for a 
h>!)i:er period.” Addresses pas8e<l in both 
houses without special remark or division. 
.Mr. Gladstone, who had been succeeded 
by the earl of Dalhousie, as president of 
the board of trade, explained his motives 
for retiring. 

7. The Portland vase at the British mu- 
seum wilfully broken by a )oung man who 
tlircw a stone at it. It was subsequently 
KO adrcdtly repaired as hardly to leave any 
trace of this wanton outrage, which gave 
lise to an act of parliament for the belter 
piotection of works of art in public mu- 
seums. 

11. A long discussion took place, in the 
commons on the subject of railway legisla- 
tion, and on the functions of tlie board of 
trade in reporting on projected lines. 

11. Anm'ai. Tinanciai. Statkmknt. — 
To-day sir R. Peel enterctl into an expla- 
iiatimi of his fiscal schemes. He pro- 
p'licd the renewal of the income-tax, and 
stated his plans with regard to the disposal 
fd’lbe siirjiliis revenue, which he calculated 
at •i,4V9,V00/. He ]»roposf‘<l to abolish 
all duties on exjiort, including of course 
that on coal laid on in 18 IJ ; also to .abo- 
lish the duties on those articles which 
iiicrely yi^ded nominal amounts, by w hich 
430 articles would be swept from the tarilf. 
lie would also abolish the rluty on cotton 
wool and on staves, the auction duty, and 
the duty on glass ; for the auction duty 
he w'oiild substitute an annual licence. 
Tlie total 1 auctions lo be rffected on 
sugar were estimated cl 1,300,000/.,* and 
the total loi^s to the revenue « * tbe various 
reductions would amc int fo 3,.'b'>f»,0OO/. 
The discussion of the miiii.Atcri' 1 plans was 
postponed by gcner.il couHeiit, 

44. Tbe convocation at Oxford con- 
d»‘mncd the Hev. Mr. VVariPs book, en- 
titled *The Ideal of a Christian Church," 
and deprived aftn c-f bis acailcmic rank. 


18, Death of the marquis of Westmins- 
ter, in his 78th year. 

The bill for cstablislung a territorial 
government in Oregon passed the house of 
representatives at Washington, by MO to 
64. 

22. Sir II. Hardinge, the governor- 
general of India, concluded a convention 
with the Danish governor for the pqrchase 
of the Danish jiossessions in India. 

27. Mr. Bright moved for a select com- 
mittee on the game laws. Sir J. Graham 
admitted that, notwithstanding alterations 
in these laws, there still remained imny 
evils, and inquiry w'oiild at least have, a 
good moral cifecl. The a]>pointment of a 
committee was carried by general assent. 

March 1. Tbe senate of llie nnited 
states of North America voted against the 
annexation of Texas by 27 to 25. At the 
same time Iowa and Florida, which had 
f<»r some time been territories, were ad- 
mitted into the Union as states. 

4. President Polk entered upon his term 
of olliee at Washington. 

4. Railway Bills. — In the eoimuons, 
lordG. Somerset brought under eon>i<lera- 
tion the rejwrt of the commiltee appointed 
to inquire into the best mode of constitut- 
ing committees on railway bills. 4’he 
report suggested the appointment of a 
committee of clussification on railway bills, 
to which shoiil<l be referred tbe groiii)i!ig 
of all rival or competing railway pro- 
jects, to enable the committee of selectmii 
to constiute coininitteos on railway bills of 
memberH free from personal or local bias, 
and to secure their sti ;uly ultemlam e dur- 
ing the investigation of the projeet wbi. li 
they may be appointed to examine. Tbe 
re.solutioni, twenty-two in number, wen; 
agreed to. Mr. Bernal having sai 1 llial 
he W’ould be willing to Iraunfer theprivM'' 
business of the bouse toa separate tribunal, 
w ith a judge or judges, sir R, Peel warmly 
declared that if tin? house so tjansferred 
its powers, he should he asliained to enter 
it. A young member, he s.iijl, would ilo 
more to raise his reputation by actively 
discharging his duties on arominitti.‘e than 
by making a smart speccli in a party de- 
bate. 

On the same day, in the upper house, 
lord Ashburton, on presenting a petition 
complaining of the act of last .^e^»ion lor 
abolishing itn))rUonmeiii for d(4)ts umler 
20/., lord Brougham stated that he was 
: preparing a measure to improve it. 

II. Kororaiktt. the oldest settlement m 
j New Zealand, attacked and ileslroycd b) 
tbe natives. 

: ^nri7 1. Mr..8hicl moved a resolutnni 

I expreasive ofKhc regret of the bouse tha. 
j letters ndilressed to u foreigner ) 

1 ill tliis country, ahuuld have been t»pciu< 
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wilhout hU knowleilge. Sir J. Graliatn 
ex|)luitie(l, and stated lhat the letters ^vere 
opened and copies forwarded unread to 
the foreign office. 

The Frencli chamber of peers rejected a 
bill» by 86 to 51, for the prevention of 
speculation and traffic in railroad shares. 

JssutTs IN SwiTZKULAND. — A large body 
of armed men, amounting to several thou 
‘sands, attacked the city of Lucerne and 
scenes of civil war and slaughter ensued. 
The invaders were repulsed, and above twe 
thousand of them killed. The appoint- 
ment of Jesuits to be schoolmasters led to 
this outbreak and civil disorder, which 
bore so serious an aspect tliat the ministers 
of foreign powers a<)drcsscd official notes 
to the Swiss diet, stating thattlieir respee- ; 
live governments regarded llu* state of the 
country with apprehension. The note of 
th(?lhitish minister stated that if the .Swiss 
confederation were to be <lissol\rd, the 
Swiss peti|)lc eoiihl not he allow cd to make 
a constitution w ithout the consent of the 
powers which had guaranteed the consti- 
t\iti<jn of 1815, uidesH it was founded on 
similar principles. The French govern- 
ment had previotisly desputclu*d a large 
body of troops to tin; Swiss frontier. 

3. An ordinance published at Madrid 
for restoring to the clergy property belong- 
ing to the Churelii the sale of which hud 
been suspended in July, 1844, 

7. Lord llrnnghain adverted with much 
force to the existing gambling in railway 
shares, which he feared wouM end, in 
some disastrous crash| similar to that of 
182.'). 

12. On the representation of M. Lu- 
giHie, Ute French envoy to China, the cm- 
per<n' vv;. ^ induced to allow of the erection 
of churches in China, in the live commer- 
cial ])orls, for tlie peiforinance of C’uris- 
tlaii worship, loit ou condition that no 
attempt were made to convert his subjects. 

11 18. Long debates on the additional 
grant to Maynooth-collegc, which was car- 
ried in tile commonsion tlte second read- 
ing by IV2;t to 170. Towards the close of 
tlm debate two remarkable speeches were 
delivered by lord J. IlusacU and sir H. 
Feel, both of whom concurred in the 
necessity of a conciliatory pohey tc>vv.ards 
Lebind, On the last evening but one of 
the debate sir J. (irahara, inttmated lhat 
the obi days of protest ant as. endancy 
^'en; gone, and that at «U events inini- 
s-ters would not be rcspoluible fur tb 
government of Ireland on those principles, 
tie emphatically retracted the expression 
>vhicli had hdlen from him last session in 
tne heat of debate, that eoneession had 
reached its nimost limltf, and hoped that 
ms actions had been belter than his 
'vords. 


2.3, ‘24. Mr. Ward moved lhat provision 
be made for JMayiiooth-collcge out of the 
revenue of the established church in Ire- 
land, which he supported in a speech of 
great length. Mr. Macaulay took the op- 
portunity of stating his views for the first 
time on tlie subject of the establUhed 
church. He declared that, in his opinion, 
of all the institutions now existing in the 
civilized world, the established church of 
Ireland was the most utterly absurd and 
indefensible. The motion was opposed 
by the government, and negatived by 322 
to 148. 

During tljc present month numerous 
meetings were held in all parts of the 
country, to protest against the endow’- 
inent of the Roman catholic college of 
Muynooth. 

May, 1. Charing-cross bridge opened. 

‘i. The suspension bridge at Yarmouth 
broke down while several hundred per- 
sons were upon it to witness a person 
drawn in a floating car on the river by 
four geese. The number of persons 
drowned was 79. 

5. A bazaar for the anti-corn law league 
opened at Covent-garden theatre, and 
finally closed May 29. About 120,0U1) 
persons paid for admission ; goods valued 
at 20,006/. were contributed as free gifts 
by manufacturers in Britain ; the total 
receipts ainouiited to 25,000/. ; and a sufK- 
cieut cju.intity of goods remained unsold 
to make another baz.var at Manchester. 

7. The vote of 14.130,000 francs /or the 
fortifications of Paris carried in tlu* cli.un- 
ber of deputies by 227, to 144, after long 
debates. 

18. Don Carlos (Charles V. of Spain) 
renounced his alleged right to the Spanish 
throne in favour of his son the prince of 
the Asturiiis. 

21, The queen received ou the throne 
an addre^s from the corporation of Dublin 
expressive of the welcome she would re- 
ceive in case she should visit Irelaud. In 
the queeiFs reply, she said, “Whenever I 
may be enabled to receive in Ireland the 
proinisi-d welcome, I shall rely with ron- 
tiileiKi* oil tlie loyalty and alfeclion of my 
faithful subjects.’* The manner in w hicli 
the (juoeu w.is to be reoeiveil had been 
treati d in Ireland as a party question. 

23. The Arctic expedition of discovery’ 
and survey, consisting of the Krebus and 
3Vrror, under the command of sir John 
Franklin, sailed from CJreenhilhc for its 
dcstinatbm. 

23. Tin' Spanish cortca prorogued, and 
ou the same day a new oonstiiuliou wnis 
; promulgated, much less liberal in its pro- 
. visions than the constitution of 1837. 

28. A terrible contlagralion at Quebec, 
which desti-oycd a third of llio city. Ex- 
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Ectly a month aitcn;\'arils (‘23th June) 
another great fire occurred nearly as disas- 
trous. In both fires 2i>47 houses were 
destroyed. Subscriptions for rehef were 
made in London and most of the large 
towns ; a grant of 20,000/. was voted by 
parliament, and collections made in the 
churches under the authority of thequeeu‘s 
letter. 

29. A new convention between France 
and England for the suppression of the slave 
trade, signed at the foreign office. Each 
power is to keep up an equal naval force, 
lialf of steamers ami half of sailing ships, 
on the western coast of Africa, and exer- 
cise in concert due vigilance on the flags 
of their respective nations. 

June 4. A proclamation issued by the 
Mexican government, which, after noticing 
the injury done to the country by the ag- 
gressive conduct of the United States re- 
])ecting Texas, called upon the nation to : 
arm in defence of its rights. { 

8. Death of Andrew Jackson, late pre- 
sident of the United States, in his 7bth - 
year. 

15. The queen of Madagascar ha\ing ; 
threatened the French and English traders 
with expuU’on, a Uritisii frigate was scut . 
by the governor of Mauritius, am! two | 
French corvettes by the governor of the • 
isle of Hourbon, with a view to negotiate 
for less harsh conditions : but as they did . 
not succeed by peaceable means, 350 men ’ 
W(*re landed from the French and English 
ships under a sharp fire from tiic buttery ; 
and fort, the outworks of which they took, 
but the real fort, a circular one mounting 
thirty guns, was here disc<<vercd. The 
wall was thirty feet high, and surrounded 
h) a ditch of about the same width. As 
the besiegers had no means of breaching 
the wall, and the men were falling fast, 
lliey retired, carrying off the flag, for the 
possession of which the French ami Kng- 
fisii sailors hud a dispute, winch was set- 
tled by dividing it. They burnt \1 a con- 
sitlerabie part of tl'.e toun. 'I’hc nuiuber 
of oflicera and men killed was -i; w und- 
ed. 53. 

20. Miutawv TwAfiP.nv. — A tribe of 
Moors which hatl long dr tied the French 
arms in Alg* lia, ami had never Im ch sub- 
dued in consetpjencp of the country uluch 
they inhahif>^*d containing immense caverns 
to which tl‘ y fled in case of danger, were 
at length cl'v-t ly pursued, and their re- 
treat stirruumled bj French irot»ps. Fag- 
gots were kindled and plucid at the en- 
trance of the ea%erii to sho^n the jjowit 
which their conquerors now ]»osse.H 3 cd 
over their lives, and the tribe was then 
summoned to surrender ; but they re- 
quired firs: tiiat the French should with- 
draw to a distauce. Thia condition could 


not be complied with. Burning faggots 
were again thrown into the cavern, ami 
great tumult ensued, which it was after- 
wards known arose from the contest be- 
tween those who wished to surrender and 
those who refused. Some Arabs were 
sent to prevail upon the tribe to accept 
terms. Women and others who attempted 
to make their escape were shot by their 
friends. A French Hag of truce was sent 
ill, which was tired upon. A day aud u 
half had now been spent in useless at- 
tempts to induce the tribe to surrender, 
and lire was applied in earnest. The ji, xt 
I morning all was silent ; the cavern was 
j entered, and it was found that iieaily the 
whole tribe had been sntlbcated. 'J’he 
numbers who perished are stated by some 
accounts at 500; by others, at 800, includ- 
ing women ami children. 

25. Uatilication of a treaty <‘f commerce 
for ten years between Cireat Britain uml 
the Two Sicilies. 

28. Sir William Webb Follett. the at- 
tornev-gcneral, died, in his 47lb y»‘ar. 

July 10. 'leii men, I’orliignese j>r 
Spaniards, charged with rnunlering several 
Englishmen on board a c;n)tured slaver olf 
the coast of Africa, w ere tried at the l.xeter 
assizes. The trial lasted three days, wlu ii 
seven were fouml guilty, and sentenced lu 
death, and the three others were acquitted. 
Doubts having arisen as to whether tlie 
e.xecution of the coiidernn'*d men woulil 
be in accordance with ititernatiuual law, 
they were respite*! for a short time, au<l 
finaily until the 25tli of November, i:i 
order that tin* matter might be dctermiiietl 
by the judges. 

17. Death of carl < irey, aged 81, a vi ti - 
ran public cbnracter, w ho, is heail of llie 
reform iniAislry of 1:^.’12, steadily redeeim d 
his pledges to peace, relrcncbmeiil, aiul 
rcfi>rm. 

2**». The Cireat Britain, iron steain-slnp. 
sailed from Liverpool for New York, on 
her Hist trip across the Atlantic. Slie 
reached. New York in the afternoon <>l 
August 10. 

31. Mr. Wat84)n, an Irish magistrate 
and ilcputy- lieutenant, was dismissed trom 
his otiices for having presided at a meeting 
at which it was resolved to reorganize 
Orange lodg<^ A short time ulterwards 
: the earl of SVinchelsea rosigm**! his oHiees 
\ of deputy and justice of the peace in thnc 
counties, on account of what he ib emcl 
; the arbitrary and unjust comluct of 
ters in dismissing Mr. WaHou. Seyeru 
■ other Orange magistrates were dismi'‘M < 

I about the same time, ami for the^ san^ 

J reasons winch led to Mr. Watson s» ‘ 
inissal. * 

Auq. 8. pAKLiAMENr imoKoorKn m 
Quukn— The session had been laborious. 
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chiefly from the protracted debates on the 
grant to Maynooth-coliege, and the pres- 
sure of committee business. 

9. Her majesty and prince Albert em- 
barked at Woolwich on their tour to Ger- 
many. On their return they embarked at 
Antwerp 7th of September, and on the 
following day landed at Treport, and paid 
a short visit to the king of the French 
at the chateau d’Ku. They reached Os- 
borne-house on the morning of Septem- 
ber 10, 

1*2. The statute of Beethoven, at Frank- 
fort, inaugurated w'ith great ceremony, 
accompaniftl by festivals which continued 
several days. Many of the great musical 
composers, performers, and singers, of all 
countries, were present, and the number 
of strangers was increased by crowds of 
tourists. 

14. The official declaration of the poll 
at the Sunderland election was made. The 
numbers were — for Mr. Hudson, the great 
railway proprietor, C2tj ; colonel Thomp- 
son, 498; majority, 128. Mr. Hudson 
exhibited a copy of the London 7V«n 
newspaper, of the same morning, which 
contained the result of the poll on tlu 
previous afternoon. 

21. An explosion at Jarrow-colUery 
by which forty persons were killed. Thi 
government instituted an official inquiry 
into the causes of the occurrence. 

Sept, 1 1. Sir William Molcsw'orth elected 
for Southwark ; the numbers declared 
were — for Moleworth, 1943; Filchcr 
1182: Mr. Miall, formerly an independ 
ent minister, and at the lime editor of ih 
N uHr utt fur mist f 352. 

16. The Arabs, under Abd-el-Kadcr, cu 
to pieces a squadron of cavalry, only four 
Iccii out of four humired and flfty escaping 
with their lives. The troops had been 
inveigled by the report of a friendly chief, 
who stated that Abd-el-Kadcr was in the 
ncighliourhood, and might easily be taken. 
A few days atlenvards another body of 
troops, sent to chastise some rublx'rs be- 
longing to one of the tribes, found, on 
their arrival, the whole tribe in open 
reiolt. Two or three weeks aficrwarus a 
detachment of about two hundred men, 
on their route to reinforce a post, wore 
J»ltaeked by a large body of Kabyles, and 
cuinpcUed to lay down tficir arms. 

*3, A parly of Italian refugees made an 
nisurrectionary attempt in the |>onlitical 
states. They took Ula tow'n of Uittiini by 
«^nrpmc, and having released the numerous 
political prisoners, conatitutod a municipal 
»overiinjpm The garrison joined tlu 
declared that they W’ould be 
\ pontifical governmenti pro- 
Pft. * granted a constitution to the 
iry. Other towns joined in the Inaur* 


ection, and great alarm was produced, 
lit tranquillity was finally restored. 

The Irish national education society, 
according to a promise given by Sir J. 
Graham, towards the close of the session, 
■eccived a charter of incorporation, under 
which they are entitled to hold property 
lot exceeding 40,000/., besides being sc- 
:ured in other privileges. 

Oct. 1. Death of earl Spencer, in his 
>4th year. His lordship’s death occurred 
after a short illness, and was much la- 
nented. As viscount A Ithorp, and chan- 
[•cllor of the exchequer, he took a leading 
und indefatigable part, in the great reform 
leliorations of the ministry' of earl Grey. 

10. A letter, addressed by lord Ashley 
u the electors of Doi'setshire, created 
some sensation. His lordship expressed 

* is conviction that the “ destiny *' of the 
corn-laws is “ fixed,” and that “ the lead- 
ing men of the great parties in the legisla- 
ture are by no means disinclined to their 
eventual abolition.’' 

16, The directors of the bank raised the 
rate of interest from to 3 per cent. 

30, The new hall of Lincoln’s-inu 
opened by the queen. 

31. Mr. Waghorn arrived by a new 
route with the Bombay mail of the 1st 
instant. In a couple of years he expected 
to bring the Bombay mail to London in 
21 days. 

During the present month the mania for 
raihvay sj^eculation, w hich had been raging 
since the beginning of the year, reached a 
crisis, and a re-action that ensued, ex- 
tended even to some of the more feasible 
schemes, but utterly overthrew those w hich 
were not based on a substantial founda- 
tion. 

AvV. 6. Death of lord Stuart de Hothe- 
say, at Christchurch, Hants, agcil 66. He 
hml lately filled the office of ambassador 
at St. Petersburg, and had been employed 
ill diplomatic functions from an early 
period of his life. 

The bank directors again raised the rale 
of interest, which is now 3.5 per cent. 

I 7. At a meeting at .\rmagh. the ()r.inge 
' society was reorganized uudiu- the name 
of the Protestant Alliance. 

11. Sir Robert Peel raised the first sod 

* on the Treiit-valley riilway. for w'bich 
: purpose he made use of u curiously elegant 

•♦navigator's” spado tliat had been pn.*- 
■eiitcd to biro. 

j 14. Closing prices of 3 per cent, consols 

’ 9f)J. 

I 1 9. The English and French squadrons 
attack, and after an obstinate resistance 
destroy the batteries of Rosas, on the 
Panina. 

At a meeting of tlio Irish Roman 
catholic bishops in Dublin, a discussion 
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was raiseil on the merits of the colleges j 
bill. On a division 12 voted for its general 
condemnation, and 4 in favour of the go* 
vernment measure. It was ultimatcl^r re* 
solved to refer the matter for a final judg- 
ment to the pope. 

22. In a letter of this date from Edin- 
burgh where lord J. Russell had been re- 
ceiving the honours of citzenship, addressed 
to the electors of liondoii, his lordship aban- 
dons his former position of a fixed duty in 
preference to the graduated scale, and de- 
clares for the total repeal of the corn-laws. 

30. This was the last day on which the 
plans of new projects could be deposited 
w'ith the railway board; and falling on 
Sunday the law officers of the crown had 
advised a relaxation of the rule w'hicli 
makes Sunday a dies non. The offices of 
the board were accordingly opened at 
1 o’clock, when a scene of great anima- 
tion ensued. From that hour up to mid- 
night cabs and carriages continued to 
arrive, with a frequency increasing as the ; 
evening advanced. At midnight the doors j 
were shut, and even after that time there 
were some post-chaise arrivals. | 

Dec, ‘2. President Polk in his first : 
message to congress, asserts the claim of j 
the United States to the Oregon territory, ' 
and proposes to give England the stipulated • 
year's notice for terminating the joint-oc- 
cupation with a view' to the final ailjust- . 
ment of the dispute, either by negotiation | 
or w'ar. * 

10. The queen held a privy council at 
Osborne-house. Next day it became known • 
that ministers ha(i resigned, and that a . 
messenger had been sent to lord J. Russell, ' 
who was in Edinburgh, with the queen’s ; 
commands to undertake the task of forming 
an administration. 

13. The emperor of Russia arrived in 
Rome; next day he had a long inteiview 
with the pope. 

18. ^Var with thk Sikhs. — The Indian 
government had been watching some time ; 
the internal dissensi-ms of this people, and ^ 
their extensive military preparations. At j 
length, inti-lligencc arrived that they had | 
crossed the .Sutlej, the river which sepa- 
rates them from the Anglo-Indian territory. | 
Upon which the British force was promptly 
put in motion, and on the evening of this j 
<lay the advauecd guard was attacked liy j 
the Sikli force at Moodkee. 3*lie <^ierny j 
was repulsed and driven back upwards of | 
three miles, with a Ics of 1.^ pieces of, 
cannon. Next day tlie British troops ad- 
vanced to Ferozeahah. In the afternoon 
of the 2 1 St they attacked the entrenched 
position of the Sikhs. The first linn of 
works W'as carried ; but tin; night came on 
ao dark that futthei operatiems were sus- 
pended. At daylight on ihs 22nd the 


second line of entrenchments was attacked 
and carried in half an hour, and the guns 
captured. In the afternoon of this day the 
enemy advanced with their infantry and 
hordes of camels carrying swivels, for the 
purpose of retaking their guns. All their 
attacks were repulsed, and they retreated 
towards the Sutlej, which they recrossed 
unmolested on the 27th. 

19. Death of lord Wharndiffe, president 
of the council, aged C9. 

20, Lord J. Russell having failed in his 
attempts to form a ministry, sir R. Peel 
was sent for by the queen, and re-accepU'd 
office. On the re-organization of the Peel 
ministry, lord Stanley resigned the seals of 
the colonial office, which were transferred 
to Mr. Gladstone. 

23. At a meeting of the anti-corn-law 
league held in Manchester, resolutions 
were passed renewing the protest of Man- 
chester against the com and provision 
laws, and sanctioning the raising of a new 
fund of a quarter of a million sterling. 
The meeting lasted four hours, in whicli 
time the subscriptions announced amounted 
to 61,984/. 

27. Suicide of col. Gurwood, editor of 
the “Wellington Despatches,” at Brighton. 

.31, Yucatan revolts from Mexico,, 

Annuai.Oiutuaky. — Rev. Sidney Smith. 
“ Plymlej’s Letters,” articles in JCdiithfinjIi 
/?erieir. &c., 74. Thomas Hood, “ Ctnnic 
Annual,” “Whims and Oddities,** &c,, 17. 
Elizabeth Fry, the female Howard, CG. 
George Busevi, architect. 41), Count 
Cassini, astronomer, 97. Sir J. K. Bu\t(m, 
negro slavery, 58. John JI. Toiid, 
“Johnson’s Dictitmary,” S2. A. \V. 'ou 
Schlegel, celebrated (iermnn eritie and 
writer, 77. Robert Srniike, artist, K.A. !)d. 
Lamau Blum bard, periodiral writer. 42. 
J. F. Daniels, chemist ly, King’s eollrgc. 
Miss Linw'ood, pictures in needlework. 
90. Maria Roche, novelist, 8 1. Tlionnis 
Mitchell, trarjslafrir of Aristophanes. GJ. 
Catherine (iodwiii, “ Wanderer’s Legacy, ’ 
&c., 47. Rev, It. If. Barham, ‘‘ Ih- 
goldgby Legends.” J. Adolphus, “History 
of reign <»f George HI.” J- A. Slna, 
“ Clonior,** Ac. 

A.n. 1846. Jan. 3. Addresses from tlic 
corporations of l^mdoii and l)nl)lin were 
presented to the queen at 'Windsor by tl»e 
respepUve lord mayors of those citie;'. 
Both addresses alluded to the failure of tin* 
potato crop, and suggested to her ni«jcsl\ 
to open the ports for the admission ol 
foreign corn duty free. 

5. A meeting of agricultural labourers 
was held by moonlight at Goatacrc, neai 
Wooton Bas«et, In Wiltshire. The meeting 
was called by a corrfmittec of their own 
class ; its object was to afford the lahoiiiers 
ail Opportunity of elating their own case m 
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their own way, and of conaidering the 
propriety of petitioning for the abolition 1 
of the corn-laws. Resolutions to this clfect | 
were adopted. | 

y. At a great free-trade meeting in j 
Liverpool, subscriptions amounting to 
14,000 were raised in aid of the league 
fund. 

11, The New Zealand chiefs were de- 
feated by the British, and their pah taken 
and destroyed. This was followed by their 
submission on the 19th. 

20. The commissioners of inquiry into 
the failure of the potato crop state in their 
report, that of 32 counties in Ireland not 
one had escaped ; of 130 poor-law uiiionK 
not one was exempt; of 2058 electoral 
divisions above 1400 were represented as 
having sutfered. 

21. Mr. T. Duncombe was honoured 
by a public soiVefe by the united tratles* 
association at the Crown and Anchor 
tavern. 

22. Par LIAM RNT openkd bv the Queen. 
— The royal speech was more than usu'^ily 
replete with topics of interest and of pro- 
spective indications. Continuance of 
friendly relations with foreign powers ami 
tl»c adjustment of diflVrcnccs, by the me- 
diation of Britain and Russia, betw’ceu | 
Persia and Turkey W'cre first dwelt upon. ■: 
Next, the endeavours of England and 
Prance to pacify the stales of Rio de la 
Plata, dUturbod by the usurpations of 
Rosas, were alluded to. The unsettled 
claims of this country and the United States 
to the Oregon territory, and an increase 
in th; army and navy cKtiinatcH were 
hinted at. The frequency of assassination 
in Ireland, and the failure of the potato 
crop, were noticed as occurrences demand- 
ing attention. The prosperous state of the 
revenue and internal prosperity were in- 
stanced as proofs of the wisdom of former 
relaxations in jirotective duties, and such 
a jierscveraiict* in the same line of policy 
recommended us was likely to confirm 
these benefits, and by enlarging foreign in- 
triTourse strengthen the lioinls of amity 
with other states. The speech concluded 
with aspirations for the continuance of 


tinue the application and extension of this 
principle. The duties on foreign manu- 
factured goods he would abolish in some 
cases, in others considerably reduce ; cattle, 
meat, vegetables, oilcake, &c. would be 
admitted free ; maize, buckwheat, and all 
colonial grain at a nominal duty. He 
announced the new rates of duty subse- 
quently agreed to, and having reviewed 
the burdens on land, he promised the con- 
solidation of the highway departments, an 
alteration in the law of settlement, en- 
couragement to agricultural improvements 
by way of loans, the maintenance of pri- 
soners in county gaols by the state, to 
which would also be transferred the charge 
of prosecuting felons. The Irish police, 
he proposed, should be paid entirely by 
; the treasury ; as also the salaries of 
i schoolmasters in the parish workhouses in 
; England, and half the charge for medical 
, relief to the poor. He then entered into 
1 the reasons for this change in the com- 
; mercial policy of the country, and con- 
cluded a four hours* speech with recom- 
i mending the consideration of the proposed 
measures. 

28. A division of the British army on 
the Sutlej, consisting of 12,000 men, with 
32 guns, under the command of sir H. 
Smith, engaged a Sikh force which had 
rocrossed the river, under the Sirdar Run- 
joor Singh, mustering 24,000 strong, and 
supported by a park of artillery of 68 guns. 
The battle was obstinately contested, and 
ended in the complete rout of the Sikhs, 
who lost between 5000 and 6000 men, 
many of whom were drowned in attempt- 
ing to repass the Sutlej. This victory was 
named after the village of Aliwel, near 
which it was fought. 

29. Glyn and Co’s bank, the lorgest 
railway b.ink in England, paid into the 
bunk of England deposits to the amount of 
a iniilion and a half; Jones, Loyd, and 
C*o. about a million ; and Masterman 
600,000/., really, whenever the depositors 
should call on them, to be paid on cheque 
to the accountant-general. 

i'V/;. 4. Lonl Morpeth returned for the 
west riding of Yorkshire on free trade 


peace and public happiness. In both principles, and without opposition. He 
houses addresses in reply v.tre carried had been defeated at the election for the 
without a division. same dixision in 1841 on account of his ad- 


‘27. The^ more interesting questions pro- 
pounded iu the opening speech *6f the 
session, were promptly broogtit before par- 
h ament. To-day sir U. Feel filtered fully 
into the intentions of the fovernment in 
resiiect of the corn and eustoms duties. 
1 he experience, he said, of the lost three 
years had proved that a ^relaxation of taxa- 
tion had been not only to the advantage of 
e people, but had produced an increased 
amount of revenue. He proposed to cou- 


yocating a change in the corn-laws. 

6, Up to the last hour that deposits could 
be received by the accountant-general, 
the aggregate amount was 11,492,900/. 
This did not comprise the deposits on 
Irish and Scotch railway schemes, which 
W'cre payable in Dublin and Edinburgh. 

10. Battle or SoiiR.\ON.— I'he British 
army under sir Hugh Gough attacked the 
Sikh forces numbermg 35,000 men, in 
their entrenched camp at Sohraon, on the 
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Sutlej. The batteries were taken after an 
Obstinate resistance from the enemyj who 
were dislodged, and driven to attempt the 
passa^ of the river by a floating bridge in 
the of their position. Tlie bridge, 
unable to bear the weight' of the masses 
which crowded upon it, broke down and 
precipitated them into the river, which, in 
consequence of a sudden rise of seven 
inches, was hardly fordable. Meantime 
tne musketry and artillery continued to 
make a fearful carnage among them. The 
loss of the Sikhs in killed, wounded, and 
drowned amounted to 10,000 ; that of the 
British to 2,3&3 in killed and wounded. 
Sixty-seven pieces of cannon and several 
standards were captured. The govenior- 
goneral of India, sir Henrj' (now lord) 
Hardinge, was present in this and the pre* 
viously well-fought battles with the Sikhs, 
nobly condescending ‘to act as second in 
edmmaud, that he might, by his military 
experience and general presence, aid the 
admirable strategy of sir Hugh Gough. 
Prince Waldemar of Prussia, who was 
on a tour in India, was also present at the 
battle of Sobraon, and witnessed those of 
Moodkee and Ferozeshah. 

20. The maharajah of Lahore, having 
made his submission to the governor-ge- 
neral of India, was conducted to his capi- 
tal by the British troops under sir Hugh 
Gough, who formally took possession of 
the citadel two days after. 

2*2. Attkmpt at Revolution in Po- 
I.AND. — An Austrian force under general 
Collin, which had entered Cracow on the 
approach of armed bunds of pciisantry, was 
attacked and driven out of the town. A 
provisional government was then pro- 
claimed by the insurgents, and two days 
aftenvards they crossed the Mstula, ex- 
]>ecting to be joined by the peasantry of 
Galicia, who were solicited by the nobles 
and clergy’ to strike a blow in the cause of 
liberty. The Austrian governmeiil, in 
order to prevent this junction, excited in 
the peasantry a suspicion of the motives of 
the nobles, and oflTered a rewanl for every 
noble delivered up, alive or dead : a ge- 
neral massacre of tli • notdiiy and clergy in 
the circle of Tarnow followed : the insur- 
gents from Cracow were defeated at Gdow, 
whence they retreated to Podgorze, a 
suburb of Cracow; hero they were at- 
tacked by General Collin, and driven into 
Cracow on the 27th. The forces of the 
three power : than began to concentrate 
on Cracow , the people in the town 
opened negotiations with the Austrians 
about a surrender, am* while these were 
going on a Kutstan corps entered the town 
ivithout resistance. 

^farch 5. Aniiovkk 1/njok. — Mr. Et- 
wall movedy in the commons, for a com- 


mittee of inquiry into the cruel treatment 
of the poor in the Andover union. Sir J. 
Graham moved an amendment. An in- 
teresting debate followed, supported by 
Messrs. VVakley, Christie, Feriand, captain 
Pechell, apd others. Sir J. Graham with- 
j drew his amendment, and Mr. Christie 
j moved an extension of the original motion, 
j which was carried against ministers. 

! Among the atrocities revealed, it appeared 
' that the paupers, from stinted diet, ha<l 
: been driven to suck the marrow of the 
putrid bones given to be crushed. 

9. Treaty of Lahore signed by the ma- 
harajah. 

13. Indian corn, rice, and buck-wheat 
passed the Dublin custom-house, by a tr( a- 
sury order, at the nominal duty of U. a 
quarter. 

1 Z.Gencral Narvaez, who had resigned in 
February, returned to power, formed a 
new ministry, suspended the Cortes, and 
greatly abridged the liberty of the press. 
In less than a fortnight Narvaez again re- 
signed, and W'as compelled to leave Spain 
for France. Such were the vicissitudes of 
political power in this long unsettled 
country. 

18. At a numerous meeting of the Ox- 
ford-circuit bar-mess the resolution against 
barristers rejwrting for the new8j>apers was 
rescinded by a large majority. 

21. Accounts from Paris nnnouni'(> tlio 
completion of the fortifications ; ibeir i‘x* 
tent forms an enechtte of lo;^ leagues ; the 
total cost exceeded 5,000,000/, sterling. 

April 4. The governor of thc' cap(‘ of 
(iood Hope declares war on the Kaffir 
chiefs. 

13. After a nine weeks’ debate the 
senate of the United States adopfeil a re- 
solution authorizing the president togio* 
notice for terminating the joint occupancy 
of the Oregon lerritorv. 

15. Mount liecla was in a state of vio- 
lent ffruptiou ; three new craters w'ere 
formed, from which pillars of fire arose to 
the heigiit of 14, OOP English feel; the 
lava had fornicil several hills; pie<*es ol 
pumice-stone and scoria* of two cwt. were 
thrown to a <li»taiice of a league and a 
half; the ice and snow which had covered 
the mountain for centuries were wludly 
melted. 

16. An attempt made to assassinate the 
king of the French in the park of 
tainebleau. The assassin, named Lecomte, 
was immediately arrested : In* had been a 
ranger of the forest of Fontainebleau, ami 
(UsinissLul from his situation on accoiml ot 

his morose intractable disposition ; bifi 

had no complaint? to urge against Lonis- 
I'hilippe, who, with his usual good for- 
tune escaperl the bullets of his assnilanf. 

20 The northern provinces of Portugal 
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ill a state of insurrection, and martial laiv it 1 64 ; majority in favour of the second 
proclaimed. There was an insurrection- reading, 47. 

ary movement also in Galicia about this June 1. Death of pope Gregory XVI. ; 
date. he was born September 18, 1765; became 

29, The court of directors of the East a cardinal in March, 1825, and wad elected 


India company passed resolutions confer- 
ring a pension of 5000/. a year on lord 
Hardinge, and 2000/. a year on lord 
Gough. 

30. W. S. O'Britn, esq.. M.P. for 
Limerick county, committed to the custody 
of the sergeant- at-arms, for disobeying an 
order of the house of commons. He had 
refused to attend any parliamentary com- 
mittee not occupied on Irisli liusincss. 

May 4. Hakdinue and Golgii Annui- 
ties. — Sir R. Peel moved a pension of 
3000/. a year to viscount Hardinge, and 
2000/. toiiord Gough for their Indian vic- 
tories. The grants wore voted without a 
dissentient. In the bill founded on the 
resolution the annuities were settled on 
the next two surviving heirs mule of the 
uniiuitants ; but a clause was inserted 
suspending the payment of the government 
annuities during the payment of those 
granted for life a few days previously by 
the East India company. In this shape 
the bill passed the (Minmons. But in the 
lords, tVie <luke of Richimnid moved atid 
carried a resolution to strike out the sus- 
j)ciiding clause ; but a change of ministry 
ensuing, lonl Lansdowne moved and car- 
ried a resolution for its re-insertion. 

7. Mr. Watson raised an interesting 
debate on the subject <if compensation to 
‘‘tlie six clerks’' under the A 6 Viet., 
<*. 103. After several members had spoken, 
sir U. Peel deelnretl lie was willing to 
grant an inquiry into the general system 
of fee-taking and the selling of otlires in 
the c<mrts of justice, which he proposed 
«’kihM he pro8peeti\e, not retrospective, 
as tl»c ]>raelice8 ciunpiained <»f had been 
repeatedly recognised. On a division, the 
motion for a eemnnitteo of inquirv was lost 
by 80 to 65. 

8. The Mexicans were defeated at Palo 
Alto by general Taylor, and again, after a 
lew (lays, at Resacu de la Pnlina, on which 
o(M asion the loss of the Mexicans exceotled 
1000 men. General Taylor then crossed 
du* Uio Grande, and •advanced on Matu- 
ojons, which he took without resistance, 
tlic Mexicans having evacuated the town. 

15. Corn importation bill carried in the 
^•ommoiis on the thin! reading bv 3i7 
to 220. * 

26. Prince Louis ]Napob?on, after being 
toniined for six years in the castle of Ham, 
ttt Normandy, effected his escape under 
the disguise of a workman. 

28. For the second reading of the corn 
importation bill in (ho lords, 2 IJ, against 


pope in Februtto 2, 18.31. 

8. Ibrahim Pacha, eldest son of Me- 
hemet Ali, the Egyptain pacha, arrived in 
London. 

Success op Vaccination.— Under this 
date, the commissioners of the national 
vaccine board, report a considerable dimi- 
nution in the prevalence of small-pox, and 
confirm the conviction of the protective 
influence of vaccination when duly per- 
formed, and the progression of the vesicle 
carefully watched and guarded pending its 
advancement and decline. Reports that 
had reached them of the failure of the 
lymph, they ascribed to circumstances be- 
yond the control of the board. But they 
state the belief to be erroneous, that the 
vaccine virus undergoes deterioration by 
being kept ; and in proof cite the unques- 
tionable fact that lymph which had been 
conveyed to and from India had retained 
its protective properties wholly unimpaired 
after a lap.«e of 20 years. 

9. The greater part of the town of St. 
John's, Newfoundland, destroyed by fire. 
The total loss is estimated at 1,000,000/. 
sterling. Twelve thousand persons were 
left destitute and houseless. 

12. A treaty agreed upon by the represen- 
tatives of England ami the United States 
passi'd the senate by a majority of 38 over 
12: the treaty fixes the north-west boun- 
dary of the United States at the 49th 
parallel of latitude; gives the British pos- 
session of V’ancouver’s island, and the free 
navigation of ('olumbia river. 

16. Cardinal Ferretti, bishop of Iniola, 
electcil pope, under the title of Pius IX. ; 
he is one of the youngest popes ever 
fleeted, being only 54 yeam of age. 

17. The national testimonial to Mr. 
Howland Hill, (he post-office reformer, 
was fi*rinally presented to him at a public 
dinner at Hlackwall. The testiinoiiiul 
consisted of the proceeds of a national 
subscript ion, and amounted to 13,tl6u/. 
after all expenses were paid. 

22. Suicide of Benjamin Robert Hay- 
don, historical Yipintor. A failure of ude- 
quat»‘ public patronage tor tin* higher 
branches of the art, especially historical 
subjects, to which Mr. Ha}dou inllexihly 
inclined, tht>ugli with m» uuirkcd popu- 
lar success, is supposed to have hastened 
the death of this ver> talented but erring 
■ individual. 

I 25. To day. after adjourned debates, the 
I comimu - divi(h‘.l on the second readiugof 
the hf> protcefioi: lull for Ireland; for 
4 1)2 
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the bill, 291 ; against it, 292, leaving a 
majority of 73 against ministers. 

26. Royal assent given to the corn im- 
portation and customs* duties bills. 

29. Resignation of ministers announced 
by the duke of Wellington in the lords, 
and by sir R. Peel in the commons. 

July 2. Dissolution op the Anti-Corn 
Law League — A meeting of the general 
council of the anti-corn law league was 
held in the town-hall, Manchester, for the | 
purpose of considering the course to be ' 
pursued ** now that the bill for the repeal 
of the corn laws had received the royal 
assent.** Mr. Cobden moved a series of 
resolutions ; one for suspending the active 
operations of the league, and closing its 
atfairs without delay ; another authorising 
the revival of the league in case attempts 
should be made by the protectionists to 
induce the legislature to retrace its steps ; 
by a third, the chairman of the council 
W'as requested to accept of 10,0001., in ac- 
knowledgment of his invaluable services 
in the cause. A public meeting was held 
in the same hall, at a later hour of the 
day, to adopt measures for raising a na- 
tional testimonial to Mr. Cobden, whose 
pecuniary loss during the existence of the 
league was stated by the chairman, U. 11. j 
Greg, esq., to be not less than 20,000/. j 
A national subscription was agreed upon : ' 
the sum contributed at the meeting 
amounted to 13,500/. 

3. An address of this date to the electors 
of Stockport, from Mr. Cobden, announces I 
his intention of going to the continent for j 
a year for the recovery of his health. j 
6. The queen held a privy council, \ 
which the late ministers attended ancl i 
delivered up their seals of office. After | 
their departure from Buckingham-pahtce | 
her majesty held another privy council, 
which was attended by prince Albert and 
the several members of lord John Russell’s 
administration, who, having received their 
respective seals, were sworn into office. 

Death of chief-justice Tindal, in the 70th 
year of his age, at Folkestone. 

1 1. The IhinUh journal of tln^ date con- 
tain an important dcclamtion of the king 
of Denmark relative to the succession. 
The half-German duchies of Holstein, 
Schleswig, and Lauenhourg nourish the 
project of separating from Denmark, so as 
to form a new slate of the German confe- 
deration, a measure which is opposed by 
the Danes < f Scandinavian origin, who 
desire a union with Sweden and Norway. 
The plan of the German party was to he 
carried Into effect on the death of the 
present prince royal of Denmak, who has 
no issue, on the plea that tfie duchies 
named could descend only to males in the 


reigning dynasty. The declaration of the 
king states that the rights of the crown to 
the duchies of Schleswig and Lauenbourg 
are incontestable ; with regard to Holstein 
the declaration is not so explicit, alleging 
that there ** exist circumstances which pre- 
vent the king from pronouncing posi- 
tively.*’ 

13. New Ministry. — To-day lord John 
Russell and several other members of the 
new government, took their scats, after 
being re-elected. The following is the list 
of the cabinet ministers:^ 

Marquis of Laiisdowiic, Lord President 
of the Council, 

Lord Cottenham, Lord High Chancellor. 

Lord John Russell, First Lord of the 
TVeasury (Premier). 

Earl of Minto, Ij)rd Privy Seal.‘ 

Right Hon. Charles Wood, Chancellor of 
the Ktehequer, 

Right Hon. Sir George Grey, Setretarq 
of Home Affairs. 

Viscount Palnierslon, Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs. 

Karl (irey, Secretary of Colmial 
Affairs. 

Earl of Auckland, First Lord of the 
Admiralty, 

Sir John Cam Hobhouse, President tf 
the India Hoard, 

Karl of Clarendon, President tf the 
Hoard of 'Prade. 

Right Hon. T, B. Macaulay, Paymaster 
of the Forces. 

Right Hon. H. Lahouchere, Chief Secre- 
tary for Ireland. 

Mar(|uiH of Clanricarde, Postmaster Ge- 
neral, 

Lord Morpeth, Chief Commissioner of 
IVooils ami Forests. 

Lonl Caiii])hell, Chancellor if the Duchy 
ef Lancaster, 

13. Ibrahim Pacha ^ook his hn.al depar- 
ture from London, and proceeded to Ports- 
mouth, w’here he ernha’-ked for Alexan- 
dria, intending to visit Lisbon, Cadi/., and 
Gibraltar on his way. During his stay in 
this country the pacha had visited Bir- 
mingham, and other marts of industry and 
enterprise. He was imlefatigable in lus 
inquiries, and every facility was readily 
afforded by all parties that could coulri- 
hute to his information and entertainment. 
yVfler his arrival in Kgjpt, he sent two ‘>1 
his sons to he educated in England. 

16. Pop(? Pius published an amnesty to 
all political prisoners and refugees. 

25. Louis Bonaparte, cx-kiiig of Hol- 
land, died of apoplexy at Leghorn. Ho 
was 68 years of age. 

28. Mr. W. 8. O’Brien and the Young 
Ireland party acceded from the 
association, not being able to subscribe tu 
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Mr. O’Conneirs doctrine of the absolute 
renunciation of physical force in seeking 
political amelioration. 

Death of sir George Murray, in his 
74th year. 

‘J9. Another, the seventh, attempt made 
oil the life of the French king. Whilst he 
was standing witli his family on tlie bal* 
cony, in order to hear the concert which is 
annually given in the gardens of the Tuit- 
eries during the fetes of July, a miscreant 
named Joseph Henri fired two shots with 
acknowledged intent to kill the king. He 
was instantly arrested. A morbid desire 
of notoriety and a wish to be rid of a de- 
Hpicable existence were said to be tiie in- 
citing motives to this attempt, as it hud 
been to several of the previous ones. 

Ang. 1. Death of Baboo Dwarkananth 
Tagore, the liberal and enlightened Hindu, 
in his 5 1 St year. 

3. At the inquest held on the body of 
John White, a private in the 7th hussars, 
who had been Hogged at Hounslow b.'ir- 
racks on the loth of June, and had died on 
the llth of July, the jury returned a ver- 
dict ascribing his death to the “mortal 
i tfects of a severe and cruel Hogging.** 
This matter was taken up by the public 
with so much earnestness, that ultimately 
the commandcr-in chief issued orders that 
no sohlier should, under any ciicumstances, 
receive more thany^y lashes. 

7. Mr. (a.d>dcii arrived in Paris. On his 
way thither he had the lioiumr to dine 
with the king and royal family at the 
chateau d*Eu. A few* days aftenvanis he 
was entertained at a public dinner in Paiis 
by the leading free-traders of France. The 
free-traders of Bordeaux paid him a similar 
Ijononr on his arrival in their city at a sub- 
sequent date. He next visited Spain, where 
riniilar triumphs awaited him ut Madrid, 
Seville, and Cadiz. At every congratulatory 
fiitortaamient Mr. Colnlcii delivered a 
judicious and eloquent address ; explaining 
the proccedinga of the League in Knglaiid, 
and advocating those principles of commer- 
cial freedom that hud acc}uired him so 
much popularity in his own country, 

16. Santa Anna lands at Vera Cruz, and 
issues a proclamation to the Mexicans on 
his assumption of the reins of power. 

17. Restoration of the Irish repcai- 
inugistrates to the commisstuti of the peace 
by lord chancellor Brady, of which they had 
been deprived by lord chancellor .Sugden. 

^ Hied, in consequence of an accident, sir 
P. Wctherell, recorder of Bristol, and re- 
inembercd by his connexion with the riots 
111 that city on October «9, 1831. 

‘J‘i. At a meeting of the owners siul 
occupiers of land hi the county of Lhnerick, 
'vnich had been convtned by the carl of 

even, a resolulioti was uiianimousty 


adopted asserting that the labour-rate act 
aimed a severe blow both at their pro- 
perty and influence. 

The Qiieeii*8-park, Peel's-park, and Phi- 
lip*s-park were opened to the people of 
Manchester. 

27. The ceremony of betrothing the 
queen of Spain to her cousin don Francisco 
d'Assiz. duke of Cadiz, took place at the 
palace of Madrid. It was decided at the 
same time that the due de Montpensier, 
the youngest son of king Louis-Philippe, 
liould marry the queen’s bister, the infanta 
Luisa Maria Ferdiuanda. 

28. Pauliament rROKOOUED. — The 
lord chancL'ilor read the queen’s speech, 
which was an expression of satisfaction 
with the manner in which the great mea- 
sures of the session had been carried ; of 
congratulation on the settlement of the 
Oregon dispute with the United States, 
and on the successful conclusion of the 
war ill India. The occurrence of the 
failure in the potato crop, the measure 
mken to give increased employment, and 
the climinution of crime in Ireland formed 
the concluding topics. 

DlSCOVKllY OF THE NeW PeaNET 
.VsTU.i A. — The discoNcry of this additional 
member of the planetary system, has 
atforded just ground of triumph to the 
scientific world from the remarkable steps 
by which it has been made. The pertur- 
bations in the motion of Uranus had long 
perplexed astronomers, being irrecon- 
cilable with the great law of gravitation 
which .satisfactorily accounts for the move- 
ments of the other bodies of the solar 
spliere. In 1834 Hr, Hussey suggested the 
possibility of a disturbing mass beyond 
li raiius, but at the same time, expressed his 
inability to investigate llie truth of this 
plausible conjecture. Professor Airey, in 
reply to his communication, said, if the 
perturbations in the orbit of Uranus “ be 
the effect of any unseen body, it w’ill be 
nrarfy imposnillc ever to find iOt place,'* In 
ibis state the inquiry appears to have 
rested till 1844, when Mr, Adams, now a 
member of St. John’s college, Cambritlge, 
by an extraordinary and persevering effort 
of ability in so young a mathematician, 
almost consummated the discovery by the 
ptnvcr of abstract analysis. Having ob- 
tained sonic necessary observations from 
the astronomer royal, he coiumciiccd his 
investigations, and in October, 1845, he 
left at the roy.il observatory a paper, con . 
tniiiing his elaborate computation of the 
elements of the new planet. “Accord- 
ing to my calculations,** says he to profes- 
sor Airey, “ the. observed irregularities in 
, the tncdioii of U rnmis may he accounted 
for by snpptisiiig the existence of an exterior 
p/mHfy Uie mass and orbit of which arc us 
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follow He then gives the elements of 
the planet's orbit, its mean distance, mean 
sidereal motion, eccentricity, proportionate 
mass to the sun, &c. In November 1845, 
M. Le Verrier published in the Compie» 
Hendus a memoir on the theory of Uranus, 
but without allusion to an exterior planet ; 
in June 1846, he published a second 
memoir, in which he n<lopted for the 
first time, the hypothesis of an exterior 
planet, and investigated one of the ele- 
ments of its orbit ; and in August appeared 
the third of his masterly memoirs, in which 
the entire elements of the new planet are 
given, agreeing almost exactly with the 
entire elements previously found by Mr. 
Adams nearly a year before. The merit 
of priority in this wonderful calculation, 
therefore, seems due to the distinguished 
Englishman. But mortal eyes had not yet 
seen the hypothetical planet. The mathe- 
matician had found in his closet that there 
must be such a body ; it was necessary to 
explain celestial phenomena, and reconcile 
thenTi with universal gravitation. “ Look,** i 
said he, ** to a defined part of the im- . 
mensity of space at a named period, and | 
you will see an undiscovered planet, that i 
acts upon Uranus, and is the cause of ; 
that planet*s erratic movements.’* Ac- j 
cordingly this was done, and Asfi-^'a was • 
found by M. Challis on tlie 4th un«l 1 2th • 
of August, and by M. Guile on the 23rd of i 
September. ' 

Sept, 3. Two cargoes of wheat were f 
shipped direct from Lincolnshire to France, 1 
English-grown wheat hail not been ex- | 
ported to the continent for upwards of ■ 
forty years previously. 

4. The lord-lieutenant of Ireland de- ; 
dared, by so many distinct proclamations, ! 
t%venty 'four districts in Ireland to be in a j 
state of distress, and directed that extraor- 
dinary sessions should be hclil under the 
labour-rale act, to make presentments for 
the execution of public Avorks in ^rder to 
employ the people and relieve the distress. 
Thirty-four additional proclamations for 
similar purposes were issued a few days 
after. Mr. O’Connell stated in Conciliation- 
hill that it would take from 10,000,000/. 
to 12,000,000/. sterling, or nearly the 
whole rental of Ireland, to relieve and 
feed the people during the impending 
c^amlty. 

5. Death of lord Metcalfe at Uushangcr- 
house, Basingstoke. 

12. Meetings were held about this time 
in sereral * ;wns of Cheshire and Lancashire 
on the subject, of the salt monopoly of the 
East India compaHT. The object of the 
meetings was to talit steps to abolish the 
monopoly, to mmte a dems for English 
salt, give employment to English ship- 
ping, and to benefit the nattre:i of India ny 


supplying them with so necessary au 
article at a cheaper rate and of a better 
quality. The present price of salt to the 
consumer in India was stated to be eiyhi 
times the cost of the manufacture. 

18. The escape of don Carlos was 
announced in London by a telegraphic 
despatch from Paris. Cabrera, the Car- 
list leader, who had been a prisoner ut 
large at Lyons, had disappeared and was 
supposed to have proceeded towards Cata- 
lonia. The escape of count de Montenio- 
lin, the eldest son ,of don Carlos, from 
Bourges was announced in the Paris 
papers of the I4ih instant. 

21. A formal protest Avas presented by 
the British ambassador at Madrid air iiiist 
the marriage of the infanta to the due do 
Montpensier. A similar protest was pre- 
sented to the French minister at I’aris by 
the marquis of Normanby on the 24th. 

22. The Great Britain steam-ship, capi. 
Hosken, sailed for Ncav York from the 
Mersey at elcA'en o’clock in the foienoou. 
She curried 185 passengers, the largest 
number that ever sailed to America by 
steam ; she had also a large cargo of goods. 
The wind aa’hs in her favour, and she was 
said to make most rapid progress. At 
half-past eight in the eveniTjg the passen- 
gers were alarmed by a suddt ri concu'ision, 
as if the vessel had struck upon a rock ; it 
AA'as soon ascertained that she aams agroiuid 
in Duiidrum bay. The j)as8engt*rs wen* 
all landed in safety. .411 attempts to get 
the A'esscl off proved inelfcrtnal. 

21. The Columbia packet-ship, whir)' 
reached Liverpool this day, brings tidings 
of Santa Anna’s arrival at Vera Crnz, i f 
the imprisonment of Paredes, the fonic r 
president of Mexico, and of the seizup* «>f 
the Califomias by the Unilod Stales. 

26. Death of Thomas Clarkson at TI ix- 
ford-hall, near Ipswich. He was born :it 
Wisbcnch, on the 28th of March, 17b(); 
hud been the steady colleague of the bite 
Mr. \Vilberf>ree in the abolition of negro 
slavery 

2'J. The statue of toe duke of Wellirs" 
ton rnnveveil to its probationary site, the 
arch at Hydc-park corner. 

(h't. 2. The number of presentment 
sessions convened by the lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland up to this date amounted to 
248. At many of these more than a year s 
value of the barony in Avhich the sessions 
were held avus voted for vnprwhctive. 
Avorks. In consequence of representations 
made on this subject the lord -lieutenant, 
reckoning on obtaining iiKlcmiiity 
parliament, undertook the responsibility 
of departing from the labour-rate act, am 
issued a circular sanctioning the uiu u- 
taking of works of a repr^lnctive chaiai e 
and of permanent utility. 
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DeatVi of ttie baron de Bode at bii government to open the ports for the 
residence, St. John’s-wood. free admission of corn. Deputations from 

7. Revolution at Geneva. — Lucerne several places waited on lord J ohn Russell 
and the other six Roman catholic cantons to press this subject on his lordship’s atten- 
had joined in a league to defend them- tion. To the deputation from London his 
selves against the free corps, and to carry lordship replied in substance that he saw 
out their own views of policy, one of no immediate necessity, but was prepared 
which was to place the education of their to advise the measure if prices continued 
youth in the hands of the Jesuits. The to rise. 

protestarit cantons took steps to oppose 6. A ^rand reception held at the palace 
the league as an illegal encroachment on of the Tuileries, at which all the foreign 
the general confederation, and tho question ambassadors, with the exception of the 
came in due course before the graml marquis of Normanby, were presented to 
council of Geneva. Tlic council con- the duke and the duchess de Montpensier. 
deinned tin league, but declared that 9. A numerous army brevet appears in 
public order ought to be maintained. For the Gazette, The birthday of the prince 
this decree the protestants of the city of Wales was made the occasion of this 
rebelled, deposed the council, and cstab- general and long-exj)ected promotion, 
lished a provisional government. The 17. Suicide of Mr. Alsager, the monetary 
city was the scene of some severe fighting, and commercial correspondent of TheTimes 
ami many lives were lost. newspaper. 

10. The marriages of the queen of Spain 11. A royal ordinance published at Vi- 
to the duke of Cadiz and of the infanta to enna announces the annexation of Cracow 
the due de Montpensier Avere solemnized and its territory to Austria. It states that 
by the patriarch of the Indies in the pa- ! an experience of sixteen years had proved 
lace of Madrid, at ten o’clock at night. that CracoAv had not fulfilled the condi- 

16. By advices from Kcav York of this tions of its independent existence, but had 
date, it is stated that general Taylor had been the incessant cradle of hostile in- 
stormed and taken possesHion of Motiterey, trigues against the three protecting powers, 
after a gallant resistance from the Mexi- It then recites that the three pow’crs had 
cans under general Ampudia. By an ear- concluded a convention for the purpose on 
lier packet the capture of Santa Fc and the the Gth instant, by Avhich the treaties of 
annexation of the province of New Mexico May 3, 181 are revoked, and that hi 
to the U 'sited States by general Kearney consequence Cracow returns under the 
Avas contirined. .Austrian sceptre in the same manner as it 

18. An amnesty AA-as grant<*d to political ; belonged to it bcft>rc the peace of Vienna 
offenders by the queen of Spain: it ex- of October 14lh, I^09. 
tends only to colonels in the army and to 30. Mr. Rowland Hill, having been ap- 
civiiians who have not held a higher office pointed secretary to the postn*Astor-gc- 
than that of political chief. neral, enters on the duties of his office. 

11. The Paris papers about this date Iukland. — T he judicious and vigorous 

give details of the disastrous effects of an me.asurcs of the government for the relief 
iuumiation in the centre, west, and soulli- of Irish distress had come into active ope- 
Avest of France. The comm nnica lion be- ration by the end of this month. The oj)- 
tween Paris, Lyons, Avignon, Marseilles, position to task-Avork had ceased, and the 
and all the south-east of France Avas com- ^ jieasanlry Avere industriously and content- 
pletcly cut off. The bridge over tlie Loire ■ edly occupied. The number employed is 
at Orleans, the Orleans and Vierzon via- \ 273,000; their Avages amount to a quarter 
duct had been swept aAvay : the erection j c*f a million advanced • from the public 
of the latter cost 6,000,000 francs. 3*hc treasury. 

damage done by this terrible visitation Avas Dec. I. The queen and prince-consort 
estimated at not less than 4,000,000/. The leave Osborne-house, in the isle of W ight, 
lioirc rose 20 feet in one night. for .Vrundel-castle, on :i visit to the duke 

•31. A change of ministry having taken and duchess of Norfolk, 
place in Portugal, in the beginning of thi-Ji 3. Died at Paris, in his 75th year, M. 
month, by the resignation t.i the duke of Jounlan. chief editor of the Monitetn', 
I’almcHa and the appointment of the roar- under the Directory, and latterly principal 
<iui8 of Saldanha, aeveral of the provinces cashier of the treasury, 
rose iir insurrection against the govern-] A Soloikh's Vicissitides. — A sun- 
jnent. The British squadron, commanded j bunit, fme-lot^king man, named W illiam 
by admiral sir IVilUam Parker, entcriHl the ! t'otton, tlressed in the tattered uniform of 
lagus, at the request of the queen. I ih 22nd regiment, is charged before 

JVoi\ 4, Shortly before this date meet- j Bingham, the magistrate at \yor6hip' 
nigs were held in most of Uie im]H)rtaiif ; sfrt'et, >vith begging. The police had 
toAvnsinihe kingdom to memorlalae iheirfuuml him standing in a supplicating atti- 
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tilde in Shoreditch, wiih his wife and 
child, all of the most deplorable appear- 
ance. The prisoner, who wore a medal at 
his breast, and, beside a disabled arm, 
exhibited a severe sabre cut down one of 
his cheeks, said that he had served under 
Sir Charles Napier, through the whole of 
the Scindian campaign, and was present at 
the battles of Meaiiec and Hyderabad 
(Februajr>17, 1843), in which he received 
several gun-shot wounds. He was disa- 
bled, and was consequently discharged ; 
the only recompense that he had been able 
to obtain was a gratuity, amounting to a 
year and a halfs pay, which had been ex- 
pended to support his wife and child. He 
was completely crippled and had no means 
of earning a sui sisteiice ; he was compelled 
to solicit public charity to save himself and 
family from starvation. The prisoner 
handed to the magistrate the certificate of 
his discharge, formally signed by the com- 
iiiamling ofKcer of his regiment, and other 
documents. Upon inquiry at the Horse- 
guards, the magistrate found the prisoner's 
story correct. He was dismissed with an 
admonition. 

17. Died, the right hon. Thomas Gren- 
ville, aged 91. Karly in life Mr. Gren- 
ville had been employed in diplomatic 
missions; in I80(i he succeeded earl Grey, 
as first lonl of the Admiralty, but, on the 
dissolution of the Grenville ministry, he 
ivithdrew from public life, and from that 
time ceased to take an interest in state 
affairs. Subsequently, Mr. Grenville’s 
time was spent in the collection and en- 
gagement afforded by the resources of an 
extensive librar}*, which he had bequeathed 
to his great nephew, the duke of Buck- 
ingham, but he altered the direction of 
the bequest in favour of the British mu- 
seum, assigning as a reason the superior 
claims of the public to the use of the 
library, since it had been chiefly accumu- 
lated out of the produce of the sinecure of 
a jear, which Mr, Grenville had 
held from the year 1800, as chief Justice of 
eyre, south of Trent. 

‘<^7. It appears from the Frankfort 
Jtmmai of this date, that Poland is to be 
incorporated with Russia, and its name 
discontinued. It is to receive the title of 
New Russia, and is to be divided into two 
governments, namely, that of Wawuw and 
that of Lublin. Instruction is to be given 
in the Russian language. 

31. The colter opened by the queen of 
•Spain; the r'»|ral speech presents a favour- 
able view of Iheaiate of the finances, and 
of internal pras(.KfC(s. 

Annual Gbitcamt.— Thomas Clarkson, 
slave-trade abolitionist, 86. Mrs. Corn- 
wall Barron Wilson, authoress, 49. H. 
Gaily Knight, antiquities and architecture. 


59. Hugh Murray, “ F.ncyclopttdia of 
Geography,” &c., 67. John Liston, emi- 
nent comic actor, 69. Rev. T. Gisborne, 
religious, moral, and poetical works, 87. 
Dragonetti, musical composer, 9 1 . Louis 
Buonaparte, ex-king of Holland, 68. Dr. 
Bostock, medical writings, 71. Robert 
Plumer Ward, “Tremaipe,’* &c., 81. Sir 
Aubry de Vere, dramatic poetry, 58. John 
Russell, advocate, “Tour in Germany," 
George Darley,” Sylvia," &c. Dr. List, 
the leader of the German protectionists, 
56. 


lAfrORTANT PUBLIC STATUTES, I. TO IX.-X. 

VICTORIA. 

1 Vic., c. 22. The punishment of the 
pillory, which had been retained for per- 
jury. is entirely abolished by this statute. 

Cap. 26. Wills Act; assimilates the 
mode of devising all devisable estates, 
real, personal, freehold, and copyhold. 
Wills of personal estate must be attested 
in the same manner as of real estate. \o 
will of a ]»er8on under 21 is valid. 

Cup. 85. Abolishes capital punishment 
for forgery. 

Cap. 86 to cap. 91. A series of acts 
directed to the mitigation of criminal pun- 
ishments, and the improvement of judicial 
admiiiistnition. 

1 A 2 Vic., c. 50. For the introduction 
of poor-laws into Ireland. 

Cap. 106. To abridge the holding of 
benefices in plurality, and to make better 
provision for the residence of the clergy. 

Cap. 110. Abolishes arrest on mcsiie 
process, ainl extends the remedies of cn-- 
ditors against the property of debtors. 

2, &3 Vic., c. 52. Introduces the penny 
postage. 

3 Vic., c. 9. Protects from prusecutiun 
the printers of parliumciitary papers. 

3 & 4 Vic., c. 35. Unites the provinces 
of Upper ami Loiver Canada, and makes 
better provision for their government. 

Cap. 77. For improving the condition 
and popularizing the benetils of grammar- 
schools. 

Cap. 74. Abolialirs fines and recoveries, 
and substitutes more simple modes for as- 
suring lands and barring estates (ail. 

Cap. 97. Powers granted to tlie board 
of trade to inspect and regulate the coii- 
structioti of railways. 

Cap. 103. Persons under 18 not allowed 
to work at night in factories, and limits 
the hours of such persons to 12 each day. 

Cap. 108. For regulating the niunici/»il 
corporations of Ireland. 

4 & 5 Vic., r. 36. For the coininuta- 
tion of manorial rights, and the cnfiau* 
chiscmciit of copyholds. 
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Cap* 56. AbolUhes capital pimishmcnt 
for rape, anu certain other offences. 

5 & 6 Vic., c. 35. Duties imposed on 
profits from property, professions, trades, 
and offices, till April 5, 1845. 

Cap. 45. Regulates and extends copy- 
right in works of literature. 

Cap. 99. Prohibits the employment of 
females in any mine or colliery after 
March 1, 1843; and from the same date 
allows no male under ten to be employed 
in mines or collieries. 

6 Vic., c. 18. Amends the law for the 
registration of voters for members of par- 
liament, and defines certain rights of 
voting. 

6 A 7 Vic., c. 68. Regulates the licens- 
ing of theatres and places of dramatic 
amnscmeiit. 

Cap. 75 & 70. Provide for carrying 
out the convention concluded hy Kiig- 
laiid with Prance and the United Stales 
of America, for the mutual restitution 
of criminals. AVith Franco, the con- 
vention extends to murder, attempts to 
murder, and fraudulent bankruptcy; with 
America, fraudulent bankruptcy is not in- 
cluded, but miinler, and attempts to mur- 
der, piracy, arson, and robbery are added. 

Cap. H5. Alters the law of evidence, by 
adniitting that of criminals (except prin- 
cipals) and interested persons. 

Cap. 96. For improving the* law of libel 
and defamation. 

7 A 8 Vic., c. 15. Regulates factories. 
Cap. 24. Abolishes the old laws against 

forestalling, regraling, and engrossing. 

Cap. 32. For the regulation of joint- 
stock hanks; also of the circulation of the 
bank of Fngland. 

Cap. 70. For facilitating amicable ar- 
rangements between debtors ami credi- 
tors. 

Cap. 76. To simplify the conveyance 
of landed property. Its details arc legal 
and technical, but the tenor of the act is to 
enable property to be conveyed by deed 
only, abolishing the necessity of the forms 
of lease and release, seisin, livery, &c. 

Cap. 86. To attach certain conditions 
in the construction of future railways, such 
as to provide for llie purchase of them by 
the public, and for the conveyance of third- 
class passengers at not exceeding one penny 
l>er mile. 

Cap. 96. Abolishes arreit on final pro- 
cess, and prohibits imprisonment upon any 
judgment, if the debt recovered does not 
exceed 20/., exclusive of costs. 

Cap, 1 10. For the registration and re- 
gulation of joint-stock companies. 

Cap. 19. Regulates the conveyance of 
real property. In the ichedulo to the act 
wo toriTis of conveyance are suhJoinfMl, 
aud the first icctioti enacla, that the first 
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schedule, of about one hundred and fifty 
words, shall be taken to have the same 
effect as the long one, of more than two 
hundred times that number. The stamp 
duty to be the same as on a lease, or bar- 
gain and sale for a year. In taxing a bill 
for the execution of such a deed, the re- 
muneration to have reference, not to the 
length of the deed, but to the skill and 
labour required and responsibility in- 
curred. 

Cap. 129. Is almost identical with the 
last, substituting leases for deeds, and 
containing, in two schedules, the forms in 
which the leases are to be drawn up. 

Cap. 1 27. Restores, under certain limi- 
tation, the power of arrest and imprison- 
ment for small debts, abolished by 7 & 8 
Vic., c. 96. 

8 Vic., c. 16. For consolidating in one 
act certain provisions usually inserted in 
acts with respect to companies incorporated 
for public undertakings. 

Cap. 20. Kaihvay clauses consolidation 

8 A 9 Vic., c. 25. For improving the 
condition of the Roman catholic college of 
Maynootli. 

Cap. 29. Regulates the labour of chil- 
dren in calico-print w'orks. 

Cap. 66. Einbles her majesty to endow 
nexv colleges for the advancement of learn- 
ing in Ireland. 

Cap. 83. For amending the laws for 
the relief of the poor of Scotland. 

Cap. 43. Authorizes municipal councils 
to establish museums of art and science. 

(’ap. 44, For the protection of public 
museums from malicious injuries. ^ « 

Cap. 196. Makes important alterations 
in the law of real property, in the nature 
of the interests subsisting therein, and in 
the forms and mode of conveyance. 

9 & 10 Vic., c. 22. Reduces the duties 
on the impt»rlalion of corn, and provides 
that, after February 1, 1849, no higher 
duty than If. per quarter shall be levied 
on the import of wheal, oats, barley, Ac. 
Upon every hundred-weight of if heat flour 
a duly of fourpence-halfi)enny. 

Cap. 27. Defines more precisely the ob- 
jects for which friendly societies may be 
formed. 

Cap. 28. For facilitating the dissolu- 
tion of railway companies. 

Ca|). 59. Repeals the whole or parts 
of a series of statutes from 54 Hen. 3 to 
33 Geo. 3, imix^sing penalties and disabi- 
lities on account of religious opinion, most 
of which had fallen into disuse. 

Cap. 57. Renders it unlawful to con- 
struct any p;issenger-railway on any other 
gauge than four feet and a half inches 
in Britain, and five feet three inches in 
Ireland, certain railways excepted. 

Cap. 66. Makes Unportaut changes in 
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tho removal of the poor. No person can 
be removed from any parish if he has pre- 
viously resided five years in such parish. 

Cap. 68. Abolishes deodands. 

Cap. 71. To regulate the raising and 
expenditure of money for the employment 
of Irish labourers, in consequence of 
the present scarcity. Eight more acts 
were passed in the session of 1846, with 
similar objects. 

Cap. 74. To encourage the establish- 
ment of public baths and washhouses. 

Cap. 93. Empowers the executor or 
representatives of those who may be killed 
by the wrongful act, neglect, or default of 
another, to recover pecuniary compensa- 
tion for the benefit of the wife, parent, or 


child of the deceased. Previously, com- 
pensation could only be obtained if a per- 
son was hurt, not if killed outright. 

Cap, 96. For the more speedy removal 
of nuisan«:e8. 

Cap. 95. For facilitating the recovery 
of small debts, by merging the existing 
local courts in district or county courts. 

Cap. 98. Regulates pawnbrokers. 

Cap. 99. Consolidates and amends pre- 
vious statutes on wreck and salvage. 

Cap. 100. For regulating Wam-navi- 
gation. 

Cap. 105. Five commissioners of rail- 
ways to be appointed to exercise the powers 
previously exercised by Uie board of 
trade. 


Classification of fou Txn Yeahsu 


Bills Passed. 

1837 

1838 

1839 

1840 

1841 

1842 

IK43 

1814 

IK45 

|lH-K 

Agriculture • 

12 

21 

22 

15 

25 

12 

15 

11 

(i 

i 

Companies 

« 

•j 

3 

14 

10 

10 

5 

10 

9 

: 10 

Improvement of Towns, &c. . • 

41 

42 

46 

46 

44 

31 

49 

26 

50 

; 79 

Internal Communication . . . 

i 63 

46 

49 

;>y 

48 

50 

42 

51 

i 27 

!2;7 

Navigation, &c. • « « • . 

I 14 

8 

8 

10 

13 

18 i 

12 

16 

I 

' -5 

Private Regulation .... 

1 

33 

43 

43 

36 

47 

2S 

47 

; 3« 

1 

51 

Totals . . • ^ 

i 

192 

.52 1 

171 

|.87 

176 

171 ; 

i 

1 

151 j 

161 


4:>.) 


Average Number of Private Bills passed annually from 1«37 to 1841 inclusive, 176 ; :ii 
from 1842 to 1 846 inclusive, 235, 


Parliamentary Rf.fr ksentation. 


EepreseoUifion 

and 

Popnldlion. 

'652 
s 2 
XO?; 

County 
PtipitlHiiUQ 
exclusive of 
(Cities snd 
llortrtighs. 

Po|i«lation 

B i a »»»‘i 

i 

0 S V 

I .. 

l-2e 

‘^§S 

! -czi 

Total 

Piipiilaliod, 

1JS41. 

England . • . 

144 

9,115,611 

323 5,079,527 

■ 


14,995, 1 ;)8 

AValcs . • • 

15 

680,147 

U 231,456 

■ 


91l,fi«3 

Ireland . . • 

64 

j 7,370,533 

39 ' 804,705 

2 


8,n.>,2;in 

Scotland . • • 

30 

1/1.57,985 

23 ; 902,199 

1 •• 

• • 


•2,020,181 

Total • • 

253 

18,824,270 

I 

j 399 7,877,887 

0 

1 

1 658 

1 

26,702, l«;l 









Pkoohess of the Poi>t..«ioN OF G»e*.t Biiirus, fkom 1801 to 1841 ieclvsue. 


VICTORIA. A.D. 1846. 
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The average annual rate of increase for 
England is per cent. ; that of the United 
Kingdom, 1 per cent. About 800 persons 
are added to the population daily. In 
1841. the population of the British metro- 
polis amounted to 1,867,810, being an in- 
crease of 17 per cent, in the last ten years. 

The population of Ireland has only in- 
increased per cent, since the preceding 
decennary census. It is a much slower 
rate of increase than in England, Scotland, 
or Wales, and may be partly ascribed to 
emigration, and partly to the inferior con- 
dition of the people. 
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NvMURii of BiiiTiiR, Dkaths, and Mauriaokh, in Kmqland and Wales, 1838—1814. 


Ye«ri. 

1 1838 

1 1839 

1840 

1811 

1842 

1843 

1844 


118 007 

i }03 

122 

12^ 496 












Births * * * 

Deaths . 1 

463,787 

1 342,547 

492,574 

338,979 

502,303 

359,634 

512,158 

343,847 

517,739 

340,519 

527,325 

346,446 

54»»,763 
336, 9, )0 

I'xc«Mof Births regia- ) | 
tt*red over Deaths . 1 j 

121,240 

1 153,595 

' 142,660 

168,311 

168.220 

180,879 

183.813 


Numbbu and Tonnage of British Ship* Public Incomk and Expenditire. 


riNG entered inwards at ports of the 
United Kini^dom, from British colonial 
ports, and cleared outwards therefrom 
to such ports; and of British vessels 
entered inwards from ports of foreign 
powers, and cleared outwards to such 
ports, in each year since 1835. 


Prom Itriiich Colonial Torts. 


In the 

Cnteied Intinrds. ( 

Clearer! 

1 Oatir.’irdt. 

Ye.ir. 

Ships. 

Tunosi;e. 

Ships. 

Tonnsig'*. 

J,H36 

3,512 

l.(H0,2^’4 

3,»i85 

1,04:,;27 

IWT 

3,5:M 

I,078,ti8l ; 

.1,446 

1 ,013,967 

1838 

3,5>* 

1.111,260 i 

3,781 

1,168,011 

l».i9 1 

3,608 

1.162,684 j 

:i,H65 

1,187. 147 

1840 

3.887 

1,251.826 i 

4, ,376 

1 ,:K; j 228 

1841 

4,160 

l,364,5i7 * 

4,.V»2 

1 ,;tH3,7<lO 

1842 1 

.t,2KI 

J ,067 .-iSj ' 

.3,538 , 

I.I2: ,320 

im i 

3,9o:» 

I,. 104,2:16 ! 

4,161 

I.;i57.129 

1844 


1,. 175, .05 [ 

4.979 

1 .tUM WO 

1845 

5,t;8d 

1.895,5::9 ; 

5,<h6 

1,706 835 


From Ports <»( ForeiKn Powers. 


1836 

8,579 

1,334,285 

8,332 

1.368,822 

I83T i 

9,202 

1 ,4o7,:ili5 

8,919 

l,420,(K)8 

18.W 1 

9 ,^ 

I,52j,;i3l 

10,0(H 

1 ,4HtO,753 

! 

11,169 

l.;85.40l 

10.9:}2 

1,783,64! 

1640 { 

11,139 

1.782,216 

lO.OtlT 

1,803,478 

1841 1 

II,7;H 

1,835,495 

II.KIS 

1 ,912,699 

1842 [ 

12.7431 

2,047,882 

12,810 

2,103,414 

184.1 ! 

12,779 

2,o:0,»‘i6O 

12,806 

2,137,440 

1844 1 

1.1,082 

2,II2,W8i 

J2,8;(7 

2 122 742 

1845 1 

13,817 

2,289,744 

14,008 

2|42;|552 

Y^kari, 

,Y Avkraoe Phic 

rs of 3 

per cent. 


CoNsow, of WiiK%T per quarter, and 
the number of Banxmepts in each year. 


Year. 

(Tnnenls. 

Wheat. 

Bankrupts. 

1B37 

91 

56s. 

Il6i 

1838 

fi3 

61 

i 936 

I8.T1 

91 

71 

9.30 

1840 

91 

66 

139', 

1841 

89 

64 

1330 

I84i i 

90 

57 

1373 

1843 1 

95 

50 

' 1 ir,o 

1844 

98 

51 

11)04 

184.1 1 

99 

.60 

1028 

1840 

97 

.53 

1326 


Years. 

Income. 

Ex|H>iiiliti,ti>. 

1837 

52,89.5,298 

50,810,30-, 

1838 

50,663,3.03 

51,310,1 ':i 

1839 

52,124,471 

5.J,I-.'4,I71 

1840 

52,058.349 

53,4-)0.287 

1841 

51,8.50,083 

53,444,063 

1842 

52,621,545 

64,771,4.(0 

1843 

51,306,664 

5.6,471,6;,-, 

1844 

57,I.f7,!)9l 

55,704,700 

1845 

614,760,346 

5.6,273,775 

1846 

63,060,363 

40,242,71:$ 


The fluctuations in the revenue mainly 
arose from the pressure of distress, and 
augmented expenditure in the early pur- 
tion of the decade, and the imposition of 
the income and pn»perty-tax, niul the re- 
peal of customs'duties, in eonseqticme 
of the reforms of the tariff in the latter 
years. 


Imports and Exports, AccnaDiNa to 

THE OKFlCiAL VAl.LK. 


Years. Imports Kx;M)rts. 

1 837 £57 ,*j:m ,tdiM rJ7,H'J 1 , 5 ill 

1^:18 54, 737, 301 83,781 

183!» C>l,-2ti8,3.'U 105.170,549 

1840 02 , 001,000 110 , 108,710 

1841 07 , 432,904 nfJ, 479,678 

1842 84 , 377,952 118 , 903,688 

184.3 65 , 261,729 113 , 841 , 2.19 

1 844 : 70 , 093 , 353 131 , 8 . 43 , . 39.1 

181.5 i 75 , 441,555 145 . 961,740 

1846 ' 85 , 281,958 150 , 879,986 

The above exhibiu a gn.at expansion in 
the import and export trade of tlic I niton 
Kingdom. ’The official value of 
ill the last ten years, had increased from 9 
millions to 1.50 millions. In 18.37, the nc* 
dared value of the exports of the prodnee 
and niaiiufaetiireH of the United Kin«<lo'” 
amounted to £.i3.293,79; in 1847, they 
had iiicrcotcd to £69) 1 1 1 )^8 1. 

















SUPPLEMENT. 


I. — Tilhle of Coiitpuiporary Princes from I he Reign of 
Egbert to that of Queen Victoria 

]I. — Table of the Relative Value of Gold Coin from the 
Conquest to the Present Time . . . • 

nr. — Ditto of Silver Coin from the Conquest . 

IV'. — Remarks on Changes in the Value of Money . 

V. — Alphabetical List of the principal Public Treatie.s and 
Coiiveiilions between European Nations from the 
Fourteenth Century 

Vf. — Alphabetical List of the Principal Geographical Dis- 
coveries by European Nations • • « . 

Vll. — Alphabetical Account of the Progress of Judicial Insti- 
tutions, Laws, and Taxes . • , . . 

YU I. — Alphabetical List of Remarkable Buildings, Docks, 
Railways, and Public Improvements . 


Page. 

1150 

Uh 9 

IIGO' 

1160 

1161 

1165 

1168 

ini 



CONTEMPORARY PRINCES, 

FROM EGBERT TO QUEEN VICTORIA. 











SUPPLEMENT 


1151 


Kimliitttl. I 1 Frauce. I Germany. 


Kussia. Constant. 




• . Rom. For* 

John IX. 

Sanclio I. Itimedic't IV. 
Leo. V. 

• . C!iri»to]»her. 

I .. Sergius III. 

I .. AnustatiuH. 


Lou U IV. Otho till- 

(in-Jit. 


r>*o. VI. 
Su-ph.-ii VIII. 
John XL 
h‘iK VII. 


Stoj.hen IX. 


.'VgillH-l II. 


Coiistaii- 
tiiius VU. 


i imloliihii.i. 


Ilh'IUMUl’t V. 
.lohu xni. 


U..innntii II 

Ni<v|. ho- 
rns 11. 


i;i« 1h.- 
1 MarUr. 


!»■' clrej 11. 


l)onin»* II 
Ih-uiMlirt VI. 
t VII. 


Jari»])olk I 


Ihisil 11. \ 
Con. IX 


Waliiimer 
ihf Ci ro.it 


F-<Iniiin(l 

IroiiMiilti. 

Canute the 


I ..in i!* V . 

IliiXh 


Roht. Ui.' 


John \IV. 
John XV. 
;,lohu \VI. 


■ Gregory V. 


HI. I 
the (fiM'at. ; 


llettiN II. 
the 


‘John XV H. 
j anil Will. 

i.STgiu* IV. 
IWcmnl. MIL 
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Year. 



France. 

_ .. 

Qerm,any. 

1U18 


.. 

.. 

.. 

1024 




Conrail the 

1025 

.. 

.. 

** 

Salic. 

1028 





lO.il 

ioja 

•• 

•• 

Henry I. 

• • 

10.34 


Duncan. 



10J3 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

- 

.. 

• • 

•• 

.. 

1086 

Harold 


, , ■ 


1080 

Hsiretoot. 

Hardica- 



Henry III. 

1040 

1041 

1042 

nute. 

lildw. the 
Cuiifessur. 

Macbeth. 

• • 


- 

• • 


•• 

•• 

1014 





10i7 

, , 



, , 

1048 




,, 

10^9 

, , 


.. 

, . 

1031 

, , 

, . 

, , 

,, 

LU>4 


•• 

•• 

•• 

1034 


« • 





, , 

, , 

Henry IV. 

1036 




1057 


Malcolm 

, , 


1058 


in. 



1059 


. . 

.. 

,, 

1060 

1061 

• 

•• 

Philip 1. 


1063 

•• 

•• 

•• 

•• 

1065 

Harold 11. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

106G 

1067 

Willuim I. 




— 

•• 

•• 

•• 

• 

1071 

.. 

.. 

.. 

-• 

1072 

.• 

.• 

.. 

- 

1073 



,, 


loro 

•• 

•• 

•• 

1 

1078 

.• 


- 

•• 

1081 


.. 



1085 



,, 

,, 

1087 

Williamll. 

, 

. , 


1093 

, , 

Donahl VI. 

,, 


1004 


1 

a 

a 

•• 

•• 

1096 

1099 

j 

Edgar 



1100 

1104 

Henry 1. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

1106 




Henry V. 

1107 

1103 

1109 

•• 

Alesninder 

Louis VI., 
the Gross. 


1113 



,, 

,, 

1118 

• . 

. , 

.. 

.. 

1119 

•• 

** 

•• 

•• 


Sancho IV. 
Navarre. 


Siiaiii. 


Ferdin. I. 
in Castile. 

Garcia IV. 
in Navarre 
Ramirez I. 
in Arraj'nii 


Sancho I. 
Arra»;oii. 
Sanclio I. 
Castile. 


Alfonzo I. 
Castile. 

Sancho V. 
Nav.S: Arr. 


Peter I. 
Nav. &Arr. 


Alphonsol. 
Nuv &Arr. 


Urraca.Ca. 


Papal States. 


Juliii XIX. 


Benedict IX. 


Joroslaw I. 
ofKiew. 


Gregory VI. 
Clement II. 
Damasiu ll. 
lAio IX. 


Victor II. 
Stephen X. 
Nicholas II. 

Alexatiderir 


Isaslaw I. 


Gregory VII 


Victor III. 
Urban II. 


Pascal II. 


lelasll. ^ 
Calixtus II. 


Russia. 


Constant. 


ConalantinQ 
IX. ulonv. 

Roman IIS 
[III. 


Mich. IV. 


Michael V. 


Zoe and 
Then. 
Constan- 
tine X. 


Theodora 


Michael VI 
Isaac 1. 


Constan- 
tine XI. 


Eiidoeia. 

Koni.'iiiu.s 

HI. 

Micliael 

VII. 


[II. 
Swatoslaw 


Wsewoltal 

[I. 


[II. 
SH'aiopolk 


Nicepho- 
[riis 111. 
Alexius 1. 


[II. 
Waldimir 


[John Com. 








SUPPLEMENT. 
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Year. England. Scotland. France. Germany. 


llussia. Constunt. 


Lot harms 
II. the Sax. 


Honorius II. Mistislaw 


Alplion. II. 
Castile. 


1136 Stephen 

1137 


GarciaV.N. 

liamirezll. 

Arr. 

Pctronilla 
.and Kay- 
mondoAiT. 


I Innocent II. I [II. 

Jaropolk 


Celestine II. 
T.nciiis II. 
Eugene III. 


1153 

11.54 Henry II. 

1155 

U57 


[IV. 

Malcolm 


Frederic I. 
llarharossii 


.S.inchrt VI. 
ilie wisc.N. 


VVsewolod 

[II. Manuel 
Com. 

I&aslaw II. 

.lurjc I. 1). 


Sjincho 11. 
Cast. 

Alphoti.III 

C.ast. 

.\lph<mso 
a. Air. 


[IV. 

Atiastasius 
Adrian IV. 


[in. 

Alexander 


Philip II. 
Augustus. 


Michel I. 
Wsewoloil 

11 . 


1181 
1 183 

1185 .. 

1187 

1188 

1189 Richard I. 
C<Bur de L. 


11<« John 
1203 


1206 

1212 

1213 

1214 

1216 Henry III. 


Alexander 

a. 


rrh.ati rrr. 
Gregory V 1 H. 
Clement III. 


I Alexius 
(U»ni. 
(cu.s 

Androiii- 
J.saae JI. 


Ilenry VI. 


.SanchoVII. 

Nav. 


Philip and 
Otho IV. 


Jas. I. Ar. .. Jurjell. 

Henry I. C. 

[C. [tine. 

Ferd.Ill. Honorius III. Conshui- 


Louis VIII 
Louis IX. 
St. ].x)uis. 


Gregory IX. 


.Tolm 'vit.h 
iRaldwiii. 


^ Goustantiuoplc taken by the Western Crusaders, and the Emperor put to death, his eyes Ireing 

tirst torn out. 
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CONTEMPORARY PRINCES FROM EGBERT. 


Year. England. Scotland. Prance. Germany. Spain. Papal States. Russia. 

1234 .. .. .. Tlieobaldl. 

[Nav. 


Baldwinll, 

alone. 


Olestine IV. 
Innocent IV. 


Alexander I 
III. 


William of 
Holland. 
Rieliaril D. 
ofCoruwall 


Alph.IV.C 
'flioobald 
II. Nav. 


Philip III. 
Ihe Bold. 


Alexander 

IV. 


UrhiinlV. .rarosl.III. 

Gregory X. 

Clement IV. 

.. Wasilej I. 


12T2 Eilwardl. 
1273 .. ! 


Rodolph of 

Hapsburgh [Nav. 
.. Joanna 1. 


Margaret 

JohiiBaliol 


Philip IV. 
the Fair. 


[Arr. 
Peter III. 


Sane.lV.C. 
Alphonso 
III. A. 


Adolplms 
of Nu-'-sau, 


Innocent V. 

Adrian V. 

John XX. 

Nicholas III. 

Martin IV. Aiulrej 


Jas. II. Ar. 


Ceh*f<tine V. Daiiilo 
BunifaeoVIIl 


1.30.3 

1305 . , 

i:i06 

1;107 Edw.ardll. 

i:k)h 

1312 

1311 


Albert of* 
Austria. 


Benedict X. 

Clement V. Michailow 


Henry VII. 

[V.Cast. 

TjonisX.K. bo«»*ofBa- Alphunso 
or Navarre 


Pliil.thoToll, 

jK.ufNovurrel 


1327 Ediv. HI. 


Cbsrlc. IV. 
tVic Pair, K. 
ot Navarre. 


David U. 
Kd.Baliol 


Phil.VI.thc 
Fortunate. I 


Alphouso 
IV. Arr. 
.Ioanna II. 
Nav. 


Iwau I. of 
Moscow 


1 Benedict XI. 


’ Michael Paleologus retook Constantinople ftom Ihildwin II., reftonng the oW Greek 
Greek Emperors during the French interregnum established their empire at Nice, m i y 




SUPPl^EMENT. 


1155 



John I. 
the Good. 


diaries IV. 

.. Cha.ir.N. 
Peter I. C. 


Charles V. 
the Wise. 


Innocent VI. Iwnn IX. . 

. . Dimitrejll. 

Urban V. . Dimitr.ill. 


.. Robert II. I 


Robert III. 


.. .. Gregory XI. 

Winceslaua. •• Urban VI. 

.. .lohn I. C. 


Cha.III.N. 
•Tohn I. A. 


lleii.IlI.C. Houifiice IX. 


Wassik^.ll 


Henry IV. 


.• James I. . 


.. John II. C. Gregory XII. 
.. .. Alexander V. 

John XXII. 

Sigismund 

,, Ferdl.Arr. 

,. Alphonso 

V. Arr. 


Henry VI. I 


.. James 11. 


Chas. VII. 
the Victor. 


,, Bl.anchc.N 
21c JuhnI.A. 


Allwrt H. 
Fred. III. 


Louis XI. ' 

the Prudent. I 


Wassil.IlI. Jubn Pal. 


Cons. Pal* 
Moham.H 


Hen.IV.C. 


ICjdixtus III, 
IPius 11. 


Pcrdm.'tnd II 
und iMihclhi 
of Castile. 

Ford. II. the 
Catholic, A. 
KleanorNav. 


P.ml II. 
Sixtus IV. 


Iwaii Wa- 
siJej I. 


Edward V.l 
Rich. HI. 

Henry VII. 


'Chaa.VlII.' 
I the AtTablel 


Catharine 

Nav. 


Pius HI. 
Julius H. 


_■ I ■ « - 

• Constantine Paleo1o|;us was the last Christian .|?'YlV!,a*Mohliimuei llf^ascenili’a thii j 

noplo ««s taken by the Turks, the Kinperor Constanlino knliaj. and Mol.on.miu 
thruue of tbo eastern empire, thus founding tUo present empire oi 1 1 y I | 
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CONTEMPORARY PRINCES FROM EGBERT. 









SUPPLEMENT, 


1157 



Year. 

Gl. Britain. 

France. 

Germany. 

Spain. 

Papal Slates. 

Russia. 


'William & 
Mary 


I Philip V. • 


Alexuiid.VIlI. 
Innocent XII. 
Clement XI. 


Arhmcd II. 
Mustuphall, 


George I. . 


Georgo II. 


.Toseph I. . 
CharlesVI. 


Chas. VII. 
Francis I. 
MariaTlic- 
resa 


George 111. 


Innocent XIII. 

Benedict XI II. 

.. Cath.-iriiie I 

Peter II. 

Clement XII. . Anne. 
Benedict XIV. lw;in III. 

.. Elizabeth. 


Charles III. . 


Clement XIII. 


Mohainmod 

[V. 


Osman II. 
Mnstapli.III. 


.. .. Joseph II. 

!1 LoiiUXVI. *.! 


Peter 111. 
Calhaiine II. 


Clement XIV. 


• Charles IV. 


.\bduMla. 

[met. 


.. .. I.eopoldII. 

.. llcpublic. . Francis 11. 


Napoleon, 

Emperor. 


Confed. of 
the Rhine. 


Austria.* 
Francis I. 


George IV. 


I^nis 

[XVIII. 


Ferd. VTI. 

J, Napoleon. 
Ferd. VII. 


Mohammed j 
[VI. 


William Louis 

[IV. [Philip. 


Isabella II. 


Gregory XVI. 


r.iid. 

Abdiil-Med- 


• Upon the establishment of the Confederation of the Rhine in 1806, hraucis II., V* 

he elective Emperor of Germany, became hennlitary Em^wrorof Austria under ‘he title tU i lan- 
is I. Upon the formation of the Germanic Confederation of 1815, the Emperor ol .Austria ^vas 


cis I. Upon the formation of the Ge; 
declared hereditary head of that body, 
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THE SMALLER EUROPEAN STATES, FROM 1697. 

Year. Sweden. Denmark. Naples. Poland. Portugal. Prussia. Saidinia. 
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MONEY FROM THE CONQUEST. 


I.— GOLD COIN. 


A TABLE, 

Exhibiting the Standard, Weight, and Value of Gold Money; also die proportional 
Value of Fine Gold to Fine Silver, from the Conquest. 


The Dates of the several 
Mint Indentures. 


Standard of the Gold. 


Fine Gold. Alloy. 


Pound 

i'roy of 
Gold 
coined 
into, 


Ounce 

'I'roy 

coined 

into. 


Value 
of 20 a;. 
at each 
period. 


Proportional 
Value of 
Fine Gold 
to 

Fine Silver, 
at each period. 


Anno Regni. 

A. D. 

iz. dwt. gr. 

iz.dwt. 

William I. ... 

1006 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

William 11. . . . 

1087 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

18th Edward III. . • 

l;i45 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

iHtli - . . 

1345 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

20th — . . 

i;W7 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

27, 30, .37, & doth do. 

1373 1 





I8th llielmrd II. . . 

1395 1 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

Ird Henry IV. . . 

1402 1 





9th Henry V. . . . 

1422 

11 

18 18 



1st & 3yth Henry VI. • 

( 1422 ) 

1 1401 \ 

11 

18 IS 



4th - . . 

1426^ 

11 

18 18 



4th Edward IV. . 

1405 

n 

18 18 



5,8, 11, 10, &22ddo. 

1482’! 





1st Richard III. • . 

1483 1 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

9th Henry VII. , . . 

1494 f 





1st & 2ild Henry VIII. 

f 1509 1 
\ 1532 \ 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

1st and 23rd . . 

J 1509 i 
\ 1532 < 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

lUih — . . 

1543 

11 10 0 

0 10 

3t)lh — . • 

1545 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

3:ih — . . 

1546 , 

10 

n n 

•> 

0 

Ut&2d Edward VI. . 

1549 

V u 


3r<l — 

1550 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

4th — . . 

1551 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

0th — . . 

1553 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

(*)th — . . 

1553 , 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

Isl Mary I. . . . 

2nd Elizabeth . . 

1553 1 
1500 1 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

2u(l and 35th ditto . 

5 150.0 ) 

} 1594 5 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

12th and 26th ditto 

t 1.578 1 
11585 1 

n 18 18 

0 

1 

43rd ditto 

lOOl 

11 18 18 

0 

1 

4:hd ditto 

1601 

u 

0 0 

1 


1st .Tames I. . 

1603 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

1 1 

IJ 

1604 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

1605 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

10th — 

1613 

11 

18 18 

0 

1 

10th — 

1613 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

2nd Charles I. 

1627 ) 

u 

18 18 

0 

1 

12tli Charles 11. 

1661 


2iid Charles I . 

1627 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

22nd Charles 11. 

I67n 

11 

0 0 


0 

1st .Tames II. . 

1685 



0 

William HI. 


11 

0 0 

I 

3rd George I. . 

1717 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 

50th George IH. 

1816 

11 

0 0 

1 

0 


{?r- 

£ s. d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 


6 

6 

9 0 

O: 


15 

0 


12 

84 

Ito 8-36874 

6 

0 

0 


5 

H 


7 

74 

1 to 13-77W 

6 

3 3 

4! 


2 

Oi 


17 

04 

1 to 12-0917 

6 

4 0 

ol 


3 

54 


12 

54 

Ito 11*5714 

6 

.5 0 

0 


5 

li 


7 

74 

Ito 11 1581 


.6 13 



7 

114 


0 104 

1 to 10-3315 


!2 10 



17 

84 

2 

5 

04 

1 to 11- 1581 


16 13 

4 


7 

IH 


0 10* 

Ito 10 3;115 


to 16 

8 


14 lOi 


8 

84 

1 to 10' 3316 

6 

12 10 





2 

5 

04 

Ito 11-1581 

6 

27 0 

0 2 

5 

2i 


17 

64 

1 to 11-1581 

0 

25 2 

6 



8i 1 17 

24 

Ito 11-2682 

0 

28 16 

(] 

2 

10 

1 

1 13 114 

1 to 10-4348 

0 

10 0 


2 

14 

64 1 11 

1 

Ito 6-81818 

0 

30 0 



0 

0 



34 

1 to 5-0000 

0 

34 0 



1 

9| 


7 

54 

Ito 5 15151 

6 

28 16 



8 

3 

1 

15 

2i 

Ito 2* 01048 

6 

36 0 

(1 


0 

34 1 

8 


1 to 11-1078 

0 

13 0 



0 

0 


8 

34 

1 to 11-0500 

G 

36 0 


3 

0 

34 


8 

2 

1 to 11*0576 

0 

33 0 


3 

0 

0 

1 

8 

3 

1 to 11-1000 

6 

36 10 


3 

0 

3i 

1 

8 

2 

.Ito 11-1581 

6 

36 0 


3 

1 

1 

1 

7 

H 

1 to 10-9481 


33 10 


3 

0 lOj 

1 

7 

104 

1 to 10-9047 

0 

37 10 


3 

8 

o 

1 

4 11 

1 to 12-2076 

0 

37 4 


3 


7 

1 

5 

14 

1 to 12-1091 

6 

6 

0 

40 10 
14 0 
40 18 


l3 7 10 

3 13 8; 
3 14 4: 

1 

1 

1 

5 

3 

2 

04 

0« 

10 

1 to 12* 1479 

1 to 13*1977 

1 to 13-3189 

6 

44 10 


3 14 

6- 

1 

2 

94 

1 to 13-3478 

0 

41 10 


3 14 

6 

1 

2 

94 

1 to 13-3460 

0 

44 10 


1 

0 10 

1 

1 

0 

1 to 14-4853 

0 

0 

0 

'47 15 
46 11 
l46 14 


4 

6 11 

4 11 

4 11 

0 19 

1 0 

1 0 

64 

0 

0 

1 to 15-5717 

1 to 15-20960 
1 U) 14.287 
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II.-SILVER COIN. 


A TABLE, 

Exhibiting the Standard, Weight, Value, and comparative Rate of Silver 
Money, from the Conquest to Queen Victoria. 


Tho Dates of tlic several 

Standanl of the 
Silver. 

Number of 
Shillings, &c. 
in the Pound. 

Weight 

of 

Weight of 
the Fine 
Silver 
contained 
in 204. 

a 
o a 


^.S 

'Set, 

O O ^ 



Mint Indentiirus. 

Fine 

Silver. 

Alloy. 

204. in 
tale. 

Hi 

•>.sx 

ft) 

ss 

> 

Ounce 

Silver 

Price c 
Wheat 
Quarte 

Anno Regni, A. 7>. 

oz. 

dwt. 

oz. 

dwt. 

4. <f. 

oz. 

dwt 

gr- 

oz. dwi gr. 

£. 4. 

d. 

4. 

d. 

4 

d. 

William I. M 106G 

11 

2 


18 

21 4 

11 

5 

0 

10 8 3 

3 1 

U 

1 lU 



William II. . 1087 

11 

2 


18 


12 

■a 

O 

11 2 0 

3 6 

o 

1 

91 

1 

9 

28ih Kdward I. L‘J00 

11 

2 


18 

20 3 

a 

17 

1 


3 5 

2k 

1 

94 

7 

2 

‘20th Edward III. 1347 

11 

2 

0 

18 

22 6 

lu 

13 

8 

9 17 8 

2 18 

8 

2 

mn 


27th - 1354 1 
















18th Richard II. 1*195 1 

11 

a 

0 

18 

25 0 

9 

12 

El 

8 17 14i 

2 12 

9i 

2 

3 

114 a 1 

3rd Henry IV. . 1402 ( 















13th — 1412 

11 

2 


18 

32 0 


il 

6 18 18 

2 1 

H 

2 101 

a 

6 

9th Henry V . 1422 

11 

2 

« 

18 

30 0 

8 

0 

El 

7 8 0 

2 4 

O 

2 

81 

8 

0 

1st Henrv VI. . 1422 

11 

2 


18 

37 6 

6 

8 

0 

5 18 10 

1 15 

21 

3 

44 

8 

0 

4th — 1426) 

24ih — 1446 i 

39th — 146 U 

4th Edward IV. 1464 1 

a 

2 


18 

30 0 

8 


0 

7 8 0 

2 4 

1 

2 

84 

5 

8 

5, 8. 11, 16, and 1 

22d . . . 1482? 

a 

2 

0 

18 

37 6 

6 

8 



1 13 

21 

3 

44 

3 10 

1st Richard III. 14831 
9th Henry VII. 14‘H1 
20th — 1505 

a 

2 

0 

18 

40 0 

6 

0 


5 a 0 

1 13 

I 

3 

74 

5 

8 

1st Henry VIII. 1509) 
2;ird &' 18th do. 1532f 

a 

2 

0 

18 

45 0 

6 

6 16 

4 18 16 

1 9 

4 

4 

0| 

5 

4 

34th — 15-13 

10 


o 

0 

48 0 

5 

0 

0 

4 3 8 

1 4 

9* 

4 

9* 

18 

8 

3f,th — 1545 

6 


6 

0 

48 0 

5 

o 

El 

2 10 0 

0 14 101 

8 

O 

16 

8 

37th 1546 ) 
















Ist Edward VI. 1547 > 

4 


8 

0 

eeo 

5 

o 

El 

^ 1 13 8 

CKm 

12 

El 

14 

8 

2nd — 1548 I 
















3rd — 1549 

6 


6 

0 


3 

6 16 

1 13 8 

0 9 a 

12 

0 

14 

5 

5th — 1551 

3 

0 

9 

0 

72 0 

3 

6 16 


liM 

a 

24 

0 

16 

6 

6th — 1553 

a 

1 

0 

19 


4 

il 

m 

3 13 16 

1 9 

Oi 

5 

54 



1st Mary I. . 1553 

a 

0 

1 

0 

EXIi 

4 

n 

El 

3 13 8 

1 8 IH 

5 

64 

11 

7 

2iid Elizabeth 1560 ■) 
19th & 25th do. 1583 > 
43rd — 1601 ' 

2nd James I. . 1605 1 

2nd Qiarles I. 1627 

a 

2 

0 

18 

60 0 

4 

0 

0 

3 14 0 

1 2 


5 

4i 

18 

8 

12th Charles II. 1661 > 

a 

2 


18 

62 0 


3 a 141 

1 1 

21 

5 

7 

62 

o 

22nd — 1671 j 

1st James II. to I 
















the . . . 1685' 









3 7 Cjf 







66th George Hi; 1816 

" 

2 

0 

18 

66 0 

3 12 17J! 

■I 

1 

5 

lU 

82 

0 


REMARKS ON MONEY. 

In monetary comparisons of the present coined only into thirty-seven shillings and 
with former'periods of British history two sixpence, this was equal to 24,640/. of our 
considerations are essential. First, the re- money ; and, if the difference in wjigcs ami 
lative quantity and purity of the precious prices be taken into account, was cquiva- 
metals containad in coins of the same de- lent to an expenditure of 08,560/. in tho 
nomination; afid, secondly, the relative reign of Queen Victoria, 
prices of commcidities, or the quantities of It appears from the first of the preceding 
labour and other articlerof consumption for Tables that there has been no alteration 
which a given sum of money will exchange in the standard fineness of gold since > 
at the respective periods of comparison. nor in its Mint price, 467. 14s. 6rf. 

An example will illustrate. H^^nry the Troy, or 3/. 17«. lOJr/. an ounce, since 17 1/- 
Seventh’s chapel, built in 1493, at the east But 1816 gold coin was made the onJy 
extremity of Westminster Abbey, cost ^ legal tender, in specie, in all payments 
14 , 000 /. ; but, as the pound of silver at the] exceeding forty shilling. 
saiii6 itaudard fineness as the present was' Standard silver is llox. 2dic/s. oi p^r 




























SUPPLEMENT. 
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silver, with t9>du)ts» of alloy ; and this has 
continued unchanged since the Conquest, 
except the^hort interval from 1^43 to 1560, 
during which the lluctuations appear to 
.have been considerable. From 1661 to 
1816 the pound of silver bullion was coined 
into 62 shillings, but in the latter year it be- 
gan to be coined into 66 shillings, the ad- 
ditional four shillings being deducted at the 
Ijdint, as a seignorage or duty. It is the 
latest alteration in the silver coinage up to 
tlie present, further than the recent issue 
of a silver coin of a smaller denomination, 
namely, fourpence. 

From 1296 to 1355 the coins of England 
and Scotland were of the same weight and 
purity ; but in the last-mentioned year the 
standard of Scotch money was, for the first 
time, sunk below that of England ; and by 


successive degradations the value of Scotch 
money, at the union of the crowns in 1603, 
was only a twelfth part of the value of the 
English money of the same denomination. 
It remained at this point till the legis- 
lative union of the two kingdoms in 1707 
lancelled the separate coiiuigeof Scotland. 

The gold and silver coins of Ireland have 
been for a considerable period the same as 
those of Great Britain; but, until 1825, 
they were nominally rated at 8J per cent, 
higher. This being attended with incon- 
venience, an act of that year assimilated 
the currency of the united kingdoms. 

The prices of wheat are not exactly to be 
depended on prior to 1646. The prices 
subsequent to this year are the Eton prices, 
reduced to the Winchester bushel of eight 
gallons. 


PUBLIC TREATIES AND CONVENTIONS. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL PUBLIC TREATIES AND 
CONVENTIONS BETWEEN EUROPEAN NATIONS, FROM THE 

FOUllTEENTH CENTURY. * 


Abo, peace of, between Russia and Swe- 
den, 1743. 

Aix-la-Chapelle, peace of, between Franco 
and Spain, 1668 ; France yields Franche 
Comte, which she again recovered in 
1678 ; great treaty of, ill 1748. Seep. 434. 

Alt Itaiistudt, peai^e of, between Charles 
XII. of Sweden and Augustus of Poland, 
1706. 

American independence acJiuDwlcdged by 
England, Jan. 20, 1782. 

Amiens, peace of, between Britain, France, 
Spain, and Holland, l?-02. 

Armed Neutrality, convention for, between 
Russia, Deiinicuk, and Sweden, 1780. 
Prussia, Holland, and Germany soon 
after acceded ; second armed neutrality 
for the protection of neutrals in 1800. 

Arras, treaty of, 1482 ; by which Margaret, 
daughter of Maximilian of Austria, and 
husband of Mary of Burgundy, was es- 
poused to the Dauphin, son of Louis XI. 
of France, with Artois and Burgundy as 
a dower. 

Assiento contract, renounced by England 
in 1750; it had been originally con- 
cluded for the supply of slaves to Spain, 
and was a stipulation of the peace of 
Utrecht in 1713. 

Augsburgh, religious peace established at, 
and the free exercise of the protestaiit 
worship secured in Germany, 1556 ; 
Ico^e of, against France, 1686. 

Austria, convention concluded with, by 
England for the navigation of the Danub< 
by British subjects, July 3, 1838. 

Balta-Limaii, convention of, between Tur- 
key and England, August 16, 1838. By 
this agreement British subjects ana 
British ships arc placed on a footing of 


equality with the most favoured nation 
with which the Sultan is in alliance; and 
British merchandize to be admitted into 
Turkey at lower and fixed rates of duty. 

Barrier treaty, signed at Antwerp by tlie 
British, the Imperial, and Dutch minis- 
ters, 1715 ; the Netherlands ceded to 
the emperor. 

Basle, peace of, between Prussia and the 
French republic, April 5, 1795, 

Bayonne, treaty of, between Buonaparte 
and Charles IV. Sec p. 682. 

Berlin decree, issued by Napoleon, Novem- 
ber 21, 1806 ; declaring the British 
islands in a state of blockade, and inter- 
dicting the whole world from any com- 
muiiieutioii with them. 

Berlin, peace of, by which Silesia is given 
up to Prussia, 1742, 

Breda, peace of, between England, France, 
Holland, and Denmark, 1667. 

Bretigny, peace of, 1360. By this England 
retained Gascony, Guieune, Perigord, 
Limousin, and Rovergne; renouncinghcr 
pretensions to Maine, Anjou, Tourainc, 
and Normandy ; she was also to receive 
3,000,000 crowns, and release king John, 
who had long been prisoner in London. 

Boulogne restored to France by Jiiiiglaiid, 
1549. 

Bull issued by the Pope December 3, 1839, 
prohibiting the traffii? in human beings 
by the subjects of Roman Catholic states. 

Calais surrendered to 1* ranee, 1558 ; having 
been in English possession since 1347. 

Canqw Formio, peace of, between France 
and Austria, 1797. , . . 

Cambray, league of, 1508 ; formed against 
the republic of Venice by the Poi)C, the 
Emperor, and the kings ot I ranee and 
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Spain ; Venice forced to cede to Spain 
her possessions in Naples. 

Carlsbad, congress of, August 1st, 1819. 
Carlowitz, peace of, between Turkey, Ger- 
many, Russia, Poland, and Venice, 1699. 
ChatilloTi, congress of, between llie four 
groat Powers allied against France; 
Caulincourt attended for Buonapaite ; 
it began February 5, and broke up 
March 9, 1814. 

Chauniont, treaty of, between Britain, Aus- 
tria, Prussia, and Russia, March 1, 1814. 
Cintra convention, signed August 30, 1808. 
Closterseven, convention of, 1757. 
Confederation of the Rhine formed under 
the auspices of Napoleon, July 12, 1806. 
Concordat, between Buonaparte and Pius 
VII., concluded, 1801; second concordat 
with the Pope signed at Fontainbleau Ja- 
nuary 25, 1813. 

Crimea passes under the dominion of 
Russia, 1783. 

Denmark cedes Swedish Pomerania and 
Rugen to Prussia, in exchange for Lauen- 
burgh, June 4, 1815 ; concludes a com- 
mercial treaty withBritain, June 16,1824. 
England, fortress of Guienne, in Franco, 
claimed by Edward II., 1326 ; acknow- 
ledges independence of Scotland under 
Robert Bruce, 1327 ; peace of Bretigny 
concluded with France, 1360 ; peace 
concluded with Scotland, Henry VIII. 
having failed to eflect a matrimonial alli- 
ance between the young queen Mary and 
his sou, prince Edward, 1542 ; peace ra- 
tified bt;lween England, France, and Scot- 
land, 1560 ; James I. concludes a treaty 
with Henry IV. of France, to support the 
States General against the Spanish branch 
of the house of Austria, 1603 ; war in fa- 
vour of the distressed French protestants, 
1627 ; England accedes to the protestant 
league for the restoration of the elector 
palatine, son-in-law of James I., 1630; 
7 eaf’e with Turkey ratified, 1809 ; Eng- 
and concludes a convention with Rus- 
sia, settling frontier of north-west coast of 
America, February 28, 1825 ; treaty of 
navigation with France concluded, 1826. 
See Austria, France, &c. 

FaWIand. Islands, possession ol, conhrmed 
to England by Spain, 1791. 

Family Compact, of the different branches 
of the house of Bourbon, signed 1761. 
Flemings, league formed with, by Ed- 
ward III. to support his pretensions ti 
the crown of Franco, 133jp. 

Florida ceded t-f the United States by 
Spain, October 24, 1820. 

France, Pragmatic Sanction, ro'/ulatiiij 
election of bishops and power of thi 
pope, 1439 ; partition treaty between, 
and Spain, for the division of Naples, 
which was the cause of a wjir between 
the two kingdoms, and eventually Naplej 
remained in possession of Spain, 1501 


France obtains peace from the Pope, by 
promising to abolish the Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion, 1514; Francis I., to release him 
self from captivity, surrenders to Cliarlcs 
V*‘ Burgundy, Artois, and Flanders, and 
renounces all claim to Italy, 1526 ; peace 
signed at Cressy, concluding the fourth 
war between Francis 1. and Charles V,, 
1544; peace of St. Germain, 1570; 
league began in France, 1576 ; France 
joins the protestant league against the 
nouse of Austria, 1630; grand alliance 
against, by England, Austria, Holland, 
Spain, and Savoy, .1689 ; concludes a 
treaty with American States, acknow- 
ledging their independence, 1778; first 
coalition against, by Prussia and Austria, 
1792; second coalition against, 1799 ; 
third coalition against by Britain, Aus- 
tria, Russia, Sweden, and Naples, 1805 ; 
fourth coalition against, by Britain, Rus- 
sia, Prussia, and Saxony, 18U6 ; fifth 
coalition against, by Britain and Austria, 
April 9, 1809 ; sixth coalition against, by 
Russia and Prussia, the treaty being ra- 
tified at Kali sell, March 1, 1813; con- 
vention of the great powers at Aix-la- 
Chapelle, October 9, 1818, in which it is 
stipulated the Allies shall evacuate the 
French territory on the 3Uth November 
ensuing ; Fraiu;c recognises independence 
of St. Domingo, April 17, 1825. 

Friedwald, treaty of, between France and 
protestant princes of Germany, 1551. 

Ghent, pacification of, by wlmdi foreign 
troops are expelled from the N etlierlaiids, 
and the inquisition abolished, 1576. 

Golden Bull, by which the German consti- 
tution, and mode of electing the emperor, 
determined, 1356. 

Greece, declares her iiide])endence, January 
1, 1822; treaty of London, between 
Britain, France, and Russia, for settle- 
ment of affairs of, Ju)y 6, 1^29. 

Hague, treaty of, between France, Holland, 
and England, to maintain equilibrium of 
the North, 1659; second ilaguc treaty 
between Holland and Portugal, the Diiti h 
retaining their Indian acquisitions, 1 6()9. 

liaUe, treaty ol*, between prolestaut princes 
of Germany, 1 610. 

Hanover, treaty of, 1725. See p. 377. 

Heilbron, treaty of, between Sweden, after 
death of Gustavus Adolphus, aJid])rotest- 
ant states of Germany, 1633. 

Holland incorporated with France, on the 
abdication of Louis Buonaparte, July 9, 
1810. 

Holland and Belgium, final decision of the 
l^iidon conference on the separation of 
the two kingdoms, January 23, 1839. 

Holy alliance ratified at Paris by the em- 
perors of Austria and Russia and the 
King of Prussia, Sept. 26, 1815. 

Interim, granted by Charles V^. to protest- 
ants qf Germany, 1548, 
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Ionian Islands, treaty respectinpr, concluded 
by Britain with ilussia, and by which 
they are placed under the protection of 
the former, November 5, 1815. 

Kiel, treaty of, between Britain, Sweden, 
and Denmark, January 14, 1814; Nor- 
way ceded to Sweden. 

Laybach, congress of, May 6, 1 821 . It was 
attended by the sovereigns of Austria, 
Russia, and Prussia, who issued a circu- 
lar, stating their resolution to occupy 
Naples with Austrian troops, and pro- 
scribing popular insurrections. 

League began in France, 1570. 

Liebau, treaty of, annulling the feudal sub- 
jection of the duchy of Prussia to the 
crown of Sweden, 1656. 

Lisbon, peace of, by which the independ- 
eiice of Portugal is acknowledged by j 
Spain, 1668. I 

Luneville, peace of, between Austria and 
France, 1801. 

Methuen treaty, bclwceii England and 
Portugal, principally for the regulation 
of the wine-trade, 1703. 

Milan decree issued by Napoleon, De- 
cember 17, 1807. 

Netherlands, kingdom of, created and 
vested in the house of Orange, by treaty 
concluded at A’ienna between Britain, 
Russia, Austria, and Prussia, May .31, 
1815, 

Nice, treaty of, concluding the third war 
between Francis I. and Charles V. 

Nlinegucn, peace of, between France and 
Holland, 1678. 

Nootka Sound, treaty signed with Spain 
respecting, 1790, 

Paris, treaty of, between Napoleon and 
the allies, April 11, 1814; ditto, of 
May 30, p. 713; convention signed 
by Britain, Austria, Russia, and Prussia, 
styling Napoleon the prisoner of thcvse 
ptjwers, and confiding bis custody par- 
ticularly to the British government, 
August 2, 1815; peace of Paris, No- 
vember 20, 1815, p. 721 ; treaty of, 
June 10, 1819, to fulfil tin; articles of the 
Congress of Vienna. 

Paris, peiicc of, between France, Sjjaiii, 
Portugal, and Britain, 1763; Canada 
coded by France, and Florida by Spain. 

Parma, duchy of, with other territories, 
secured by convention concluded at 
Vienna to the empress Ma *ia Louisa, 
and on her death to her son, by Na- 
poleon, September 14, 1815. 

Partition, first tr(;afy of, for regulating 
succession to Sjjaiiish monarchy, 1698 ; 
second treaty of, 1700. 

Passarowitz, peace of, between the em- 
peror, Veniee, and Turkey, 1718. 

Passau, treaty of, by which Charles V. 
concedes freedom of religion to the pro- 
testant princes of Germany, 1552. 

Pilnitz, convention of, between the em- 


peror Leopold and the king of Prussia, 
July 20,1791. 

Poland, secret convention for partition of, 
by Russia and Prussia, February 17, 
1772 ; Austria entered the conspiracy 
August 5, 1772 ; further j)artition of by 
Russia, Austria, and Prussia, 1705. 

Pragmatic Sanction, published by the em- 
peror Charles VI., providing that his 
daughters shall succeed in preference to 
his nephews, 1713 ; it gave rise to a war 
in 1740, in which most of the powers of 
Europe were engaged. 

Presburg, peace of, between France and 
Austria, 1806. 

Pyrenees, treaty of, between France and 
Spain, 1659. 

Quadruple allianecbctwcen Britain, France, 
and the emperor, signed at London, 1718. 
It was principally intended for guaran- 
teeing tile succession of the reigning fami- 
lies in Britain and France, and settling 
the position of the Spanish monarchy. 

Quadruple treaty between Britain, France, 
Spain, and Portugal, for the pacification 
of the Pcninsul a, April , 1 834 . — See p.948. 

Quadruple treaty between Britain, Russia, 
Austria, and Prussia, July 15, 1839 ; the 
object of this alliance wfis to strengthen 
the Porte by enforcing the vJissalage of 
the pasha of Egypt, Mehemet. Ali, 
thereby rendering the auxiliary co* 
operation of Russia with Turkey for that 
purpose unnecessary. 

Ra<lstadf, congress of, for settling a general 
peace between France and the Germanic 
powers, 1797 

Ratisbon, peace of, between France and 
the emperor, 1630. 

Ryswick, peace of, between France, Eng- 
land, Spain, Holland, and Germany, 
page 285. 

Saxony, electorate of, raised into a king- 
dom by Napoleon, December 11, 1806 

Scotland, independence of, acknowledged 
by treaty between Robert Bruce and Ed- 
ward II I., 1 327; peace with England etni- 
eliided at Edinburgh, 1482; treaty by 
which Perkin Warbec.k is compelled to 
quit Scotland, 1497. 

Seven Vears’ War, ended by peace of Hu- 
hi?rtsl)erg, between Prussia, Ausfrhiy and 
Saxon}', 1 763. 

Sicily, an alliance concluded with, by Eng- 
land In 1808, by which the former is to 
be garrisoned hy 10,000 British troo^is, 
and to receive a suhsidy of 300,000/. 

Slave-trade, tr(;aty conchulod with Ne- 
therlands for abolition ol, May 4, 1818; 
ditto with Brazil, October 18, 1825. 

Smalcald, league of, entered into by the 
elector of Branden burgh, and other 
German princes, in defence of protest- 
autism, 1529. 

South Ameri(;an Slates, Britisii consuls 
first appointed to, 0‘dubcr 30, 1823 
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Spain and Portugal, convention between, foi 
the free navigation of tbe Douro, August 
31, 1835 ; a tarilF and regulations on a 
basis of reciprocity, to be settled by com- 
missioners appointed by each stale, and 
to continue in force 2 1 years. 

Stockholm, peace of, between Britain and 
Sweden ; by which tlie former acquired 
the duchies of Verden and Bremen, in 
virtue of King George I., as elector and 
duke of Brunswick, 1719. 

Sweden, obtains Pomerania and Rugen 
from France, on condition of enforcing 
tbe prohibitory system against England, 
January 6, 1810: joins the Allies against 
France in return for the cession of Nor- 
way, March 24, 1812. 

Swiss, tirst alliance between, and the 
French, 1453. 

Texas, commercial treaty signed with this 
republic on a basis of reciprocity, Novem- 
ber 16, 1840; this convention implies a 
recognition of the independence of the 
new republic by Britain ; and which 
had been recognised by the Uniteil 
States of America in 1837, by France in 
1839, and by the kingdoms of Holland 
and Belgium in the autumn of 1840. 

Temeswar, truce of, for twenty years, be- 
tween the Turks and the emperor of 
Austria, 1664. 

Tesehen, peace of, between Austria, Sax- 
ony, and Prussia, 1779. 

Teusin, jieaoe of, between Russia and 
Sweden, 1595. 

Thirty-Years’ War, beginning of, by the 
acceptance, in 1619, of the kingdom of 
Bohemia by the elector palatine. Frede- 
rick V., son-in-law of James I., and one 
of the protestarit party. 

Tilsit, peace of, between France and Rus- 
sia, July 7, 1807. 

Tolcntino, treaty of, between the Pope and 
French republic, 1797. 

Toplitz, triple treaty at, between Russia, 
Prussia, and Austria, September 9, 1813 ; 
to which Britain became a party in Oc- 
tober* 

Troyes, treaty of, between England, France, 
and Burgundy ; Henry V. to marry the 
daughter of Charles VI., be appointed 
regent of France, and after the death of 
Charles inherit the crown, 1420. 

Tiif)le Alliance, between England, Hol- 
liuid, and Sweden, against France, to 
protect the Spaiiisb Netherlands, 1668. 

Triple Alliance of the Hague, between 
France, Kngleud, and Holland, to op- 
pose the designs of cardinal Alberoni, 
the Spanish minister, 1717. 

Troppau, congress of, October 20, 1820. 

Turkmauchoy, jjeace of, between Russia 
and Persia, 1828 ; Erivan and Nak- 
liitchwan ceded to Russia. 


Unkiar Skelessi, treaty of, between Russia 
and Turkey, July 8, 1833 ; liy this treaty 
Russia engaged to furnish Turkey with 
such force as her exigencies may at any 
time require, and the Porte engaged, at 
the demand of Russia, to close the Dar- 
danelles against any foreign vessel of 
war. 

United States of America, independence of, 
acknowledged by England, 1782; treaty 
of commerce concluded with in 1806, 
which f^ngland refused to ratify; pro- 
hibit all French and English vessels 
from entering their ports, 1810 ; declare 
war against Britain, June 18, 1812; 
peace of Ghent concluded with Britain, 
Dec. 24, 1814; recognise independence 
of the republics of Columbia, Mexico, 
and Pern, March 19, 1822. 

Utrecht, union of, 1579 ; formed liy 
Holland, Utrecht, Zealand, Friesland, 
and Guelderland, and which constituteil 
the republic of Holland ; Ovcryssel 
joined in 1580, and Groningen in 1594. 

, peace of, 1713, p. 327. 

7al‘cn^ay, treaty of, between Napoleon and 
Ferdinand VII., the former agreeing to 
restore the latter to the throne of Spain 
oil Ferdinand stipulating to maintain its 
integrity, Dec. 8, 1813. 

iTenezuela, federation of, established, April 
10, 1810. 

r erona, congress of, August 25, 1822. 

Versailles, peace of, between Britain, Spain, 
and France, 1783. 

Vienna, peace of, between Franco and Aus* 
tria, 1809; treaty of, between Britain 
Austria, Russia, and Prussia, consequent 
on the escape of Napoleon from Elba, 
March 23, 1815; federative constitution 
of Germany signed at, June 8, 1815. 

Vienna, treaty of, bclweeii the Emperor 
and king of Spain, 1725, p. 376. 

Warsaw, alliance of, between Austria and 
Poland, against the Turks, 1683. 

Westphalia, peace of, 1648, signed between 
France, the Emperor, and Sweden ; 
Spain continuing the war against France. 
By this peace the principle of a balance 
of power in Europe was acknowledged ; 
Alsjure was given to France, and part of 
Pomerania to Sweden ; the Elector Pa- 
latine restored; the rights of the Ger- 
man states established ; and the^ inde- 
pendence of the Swiss confederation re- 
cognised by Germany. 

Westminster, peace o1, between England 
and Holland, 1674. 

Wilna, treaty of, between the northern 
powers, 1561. 

Worms, edict of, directed against Luther 
and his adherents, 1521. 

Wiirzbourg, league of, between the Catho- 
lic princes of the empire, 1610. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISCOVERIES. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL GEOGRAPHICAL 
DISCOVERIES BY EUROPEAN NATIONS. 


Aleutian Isles, discovered by Behring in 
1741. A more accurate survey of these 
islands was made by captain Billing 
Sarytchef, from 1781 to 1798. 

America discovered by Columbus in 1498. 
Ojeda and Amerigo Vespucci discovered 
the eastern coast in 1499, which some 
contend preceded by a year the dis- 
covery of the American Continent by 
ColuniVms. In 1524 North America was 
travelled over from Morida to Newfound- 
land by Verrazzani, a Florentine, in the 
service of France. The northern limits 
of America were determined in 1819-22, 
by Captain Franklin from the mouth of 
the Coppermine river to Cape 'rurruigain. 
In Franklin’s second expedition, in 
1825-6, the coast between the mouth of 
the Coppermine and Mai^kenzie rivers, 
and the coast from the mouth of tlie 
latter to 149:^ W. longitude was disco- 
vered. In 1827 Capt. Beecliey, in H. 
M. S. Blossom, discovered the coast 
from Icy Cape to Point Harrow, leaving 
about 140 miles of coast unexplored be- 
tween this Point and Point Becchev. 
Point Barrow is in long. 15():J- W. in 
1832 Capt. Ross determined that the 
north-east extremity of America is in 
lat*; 73® 50', ainl long. 90” west. Subse- 
cpient to these explorations, Mr. Simpson 
and others in tlie service of the Hudson 
Ikiy Com])any arc reported either to have 
found out, or nearly so, the long-sought- 
for north-west passage to Asia. 

Archipelago del Kspiritu Santo discovered 
by Guirus, a Portuguese, 1606. They 
arc the (Cyclades of Bougai/iville. and 
the New Hebrides of Captain Cook. 

Ast^ension Isle, discovered by Tristan da 
Cunba, 1508. 

Australia, the largest island in the world, 
appears to have been discovered by the 
Dutch, who ill 1605 first saw the north 
coast, mistaking it for New Guinea. In 
1616 they discovered the west coast 
under Dirk Harbig; in 1627 they ex- 
plored the south coast fur an extent of 
1000 miles, and in 1642 Albert Tasman 
Was sent by the DuUdi East India Com- 
jiany to survey the shores previously dis- 
covered. From this period the country 
appears to have been little thought of, 
till Captain Cook, in 1770, carefully 
examined the east coast of this immense, 
region, and which became, in 1785, the 
site of a British penal settlenmnt, to 
■which couvicts were transported, and 


continued uninterruptedly until 1840, 
when the practice of assigning them to 
private settlers was suspended on the 
ground of the bad effects of this mode of 
criminal punishment. 

Azor€‘s Islands, discovered by Gonzallo 
Velio, a Portuguese, in 1448. 

Baffin’s Bay, discovered by William Baffin, 
1616. The late voyages of Ross and 
Parry have proved the a< -curacy of Baf- 
fin’s account of this discovery. 

Bahama Islands, were the first points of 
discovery hy Columbus, 1492. 

Barrow’s Straits, discovered in 1819 by 
Lieut. Parry, who penetrated as far ils 
Melville Island, in lat. 74° 26' N., and 
long. 113® 47' W. The strait was en- 
tered Aug. 3rd. The lowest state of 
tlie thermometer was 55° below zero of 
Fahrenheit. 

Bass’s Straits, separating Van Diemen's 
Land from New South Wales, was lir.st 
suspected to exist oy Mr. Bass, surgeon 
of H.M.S. Reliance, who penetrated as 
far as Western Port, in a small open 
boat from Port Jackson. In 1 799 Lienf . 
Flinders circumnavigated ^''an Diemeirs 
Land, and named the strait after Mr. 
Bass. 

Behring’s Strait, explored in 1728, hy a 
Danish seaman in the service of Russia, 
whose name it bears. Beliriiig thus 
asirertained that the continents of Asia 
anti America are severed, and at their 
nearest points distant about thirty-nino 
miles. 

Bengal, discovered by some Portuguese 
thrown on the coast by a tempest, 1517. 

Borneo first visited by the Portuguese, 15 13. 

Bourbon Isle, occupied by the Frcii<rli, 
1652. 

Briizil, discovered April 21, 1500, by a 
Portuguese, Alvarez de Cabral, who was 
driven on its coast by a tempest. It 
was called Brazil on account of its red 
wooil; and was carefully explored l)y 
Amerigo Vespucci from 1500 lo b*d)4. 

California, discovered by Cortez, 1535. 

Canary Isles, visited by sonic Genoese and 
Spanish seamen in 1345 : they were 
known to the ancients. 

Canada, visited hy Thomas Aubert, 1508. 
Known before to fishermen, wdio had 
been thrown there by a tempest. A 
settlement was made tliere in 1523 by 
Verrazzani, who fiuik possession in tlio 
name of Francis I. ot ln*ani*e. 

Cape of Good Uope,diseovorcdby Bartlio- 
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lomew Diaz in 1486. It was first named Guinea, coast of, discovered by some sea- 
the “ Cape of Tempests,” but the ap- men of Dieppe about 1364 ; first voy- 

pcUalion cbangcil by John 11. of Portu- age made to, by English ships, for ele- 

gal, who augured favourably of future pnants’ teeth, lo30. 

discoveries from Diaz having reached Ghilf of Mexico. Some of the shores of this 
the southern extremity of Africa. In. gulf explored by Columbus in his last 
1497 Vasco di Gama doubled the Cape, voyage, 1502. 

thereby discovering the piissage to India. Hayti, Hispaniola, or St. Domingo, dis- 
Cape Horn, doubled, 1610, by Lc Mairo covered by Columbus in his first voyage, 
and Schouicn, Dutch navigators, who 1492. 

called it after the town of wliich Sehouten Hudson’s Bay, discovered by the English 
was a native. These enterprising sea- navigator Hudson, 1607. Venturing to 

men performed a voyage round the pass the winter in the bay on his fourth 

world in about two years. voyage, he was, with four others, thrown 

Cape Verd Islands, discovered by Antonio by his sailors into a boat, and left to 

de Noli, a Genoese, in the service of perish. 

Portugal, 1449, Iceiand, discovered by some Norwegian 

Cape A erd, discovered by Denis Fer- chiefs, who were compelled to leave 
nandez, a Portuguese, 1445. their native country, 871. 

Ceylon, discovered by the Portuguese, Icy Cape, discovered by Cook, 1778. 
loUG. It was known to the Romans India, the passage to, round the Cape of 
under Claudius. Good Hope, was discovered by Vasco di 

China, first discovered by sea by Ferdinand Gama, 1497 ; and the first English sliip 

Perez d’Aiidrada, 1517. sailed in that course in 1541, for the 

Chesajjeake Bay, discovered by John Smith, purpose of attacking the Portuguese. 

1607. Jamaica, discovered by Columbus in his 

Chili, discovered by Diego do Alinagro, second voyage, 1493. 

one of the conquerors of Peru, 1537. Japan, carefully visited by a German in 
Columbia River, source of, discovered by 1692. 

Captains Lewis and Clarke, 1804-5. Java, first visited by the Portuguese, 1513. 
Congo, discovered by the Portuguese under Kainschatka, discovered by a Cossack 
Diego Cain, 1484. chief, Morosko, in 1690, and settled by 

Cuba, dihcoverod by Columbus in his first the Russians in 1697 ; it was ascertained 

voy age, 1493. by Behring, in 1728, to be a peniiiKula. 

Davis’s Strait, discovered, 1587, by the Kurile Islands, occupied by the Russians 
English navigator w'hose name it bears, 1711. They are 21 in number, prinei- 

in his voyage f(»r the* discovery' of a pally volcanic, and pay tribute to Russia, 

north-west jiassage. Labrador, and the river 8t. Lawrenci', dis- 

Doniinica, dis<‘overed by Columbus in his covered 1501, by Coter<;al, while on a 
second voyage, 1493. voy'age of discovery' for the Portuguese. 

Easter Island, discovered by Uoggeweiu, i: Latlroiie Islands, discovered by Magellan, 
Dutch navigator, Ki.SG. 1521. 

Falkland bdaiids, di.s<;overed by' the Eiiglisli Leopold South Island, in lat. 73° 56', and 
navigator Hawkins, 1594. long. 90° W., ascertained to be the 

Feme Islands, discovered by a Scaiidina- north-east extremity of America, l)y 

viari vessel, 861 . Captain Uo8.«, 1832. 

Florida, discovered by Ponce de Leon, a Louisiana, dWovered by the Freiu-li, 1673. 

Spaiiidi navigator, in 1512 Madagascar Island, discovered by Tristan 

Frobisher’s Strait, discovered, 1576, by the da Cuiiha, 1506, and revisited by tlje 

English navigator whose name it hears. Portuguese navigator, Fernandez IVrci- 

Frozen Ocean. In 1636 the Russians bail ra, in 1508. 

a.scertained that tin’s great sea washed Madeira, discovereil by an l^iiglishinan, 
and btainded the north of Ana. Its ter- Robert Maehan, 1344 j it was visiteil by 

rene limits were carefully explored by the Portuguese in 1419, who called it 81. 

Baron Wrangel in 1821, v/ho, after re- I^iwrcnee, from the name of the saiiit- 

peated excursions on fields of ice from day on which it was seen, and subsc- 

land northerly, concluded that a vast qnently Madeira, on account of its woods, 

and open ocean extended from its Asiatic Magellan, Straits of, traversed by Magel- 
bouiidary' iiifi> ^he polar regions, perhaps l.'ui with a licet of discovery' fitted out by 

to the jH>lc itself. the emperor Charles V. in 1519. 3 he 

Greenland, discovered by the icelaiiders first voyage round the worhl was umlci - 

about 950, but its limits have never been taken by this bold navigator, and Ins 

fully iu«‘crtained- The first eoiuny cs- vessel performed the enterprise, although 

tablished thtjre was destroyed by a pes- the commander perished in a skirmisli 

tileiice ill the fourteenth century, and ' with the nativ^ of the Plulippint'>»« 

by the ai'i'umulation of ice, which pre- Magnetic Pole, or that j)oint ol ‘ 

veuted all cotnmunicalion with Iceland. ovefcwhich the mariner’s needle is per- 
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peudiculivT, seems to have been deter- \ Now Britain, and tbe straits wWb sena- 
uiined, or at levist brought within a circle rate it Vrotn New Guinea, divicovered bv 
of a\)out two miles diameter, by captain Dampier, 1699. 

Boss and commander Uoss, during New ilulland, see Australia, 
their sojourn in Felix Harbour, from Niger River. The geography of this great 
1830 to 1832. Captain Franklin and cap- African stream had been a subject of 

tain Parry, in their previous voyages, had conflicting surmise and learned disquisi- 

assigiied nearly the same terrestrial posi- tion from the time of Herodotus; and 

tion for the magnetic pole ; which coin- Ledyard, Mungo Park, Laitig, Clapper- 

cides within a few degrees with that ton, and other ardent adventurers, suc- 

laid down by Professor Barlow, by means cessively fell victims in abortive efforts 

of his curves of equal variation. to unravel this perplexing problem. The 

Malabar coast, discovered by Vasco di Ga- Niger, however, has now been ascertained 

ma, 1493. tohavcitsoriginintheWangara country, 

Maldives. A Portuguese navigator, wrecked not far distant from the source of the So- 


on these islands in 1512, found them in 
occasional possession of the Arabians. 

Martiuesas, discovered in 1595 by Men- 
dana, a Spaniard, on bis voyage from 
Peru, to establish a colony in the Solo- 
mon Isles. 

Mexico, discovered by the Spaniards, 1518, 
and conquered by Cortez, 1519. 

Mississippi River, explored by the French 
under La Salle, 1682. 

Missouri, explore<lto its sources by Captains 
Lewis and Clarke, 1804-5-6. 

Molucca Isles, discovered by the Portu- 
guese, 1511. 

Mozambique Island, discovered by Vasco 
di Oarna, 1498. 

New Caledonia, discovered by Cook, 1774. 

New Fraiuje. In the first voyage of dis- 
covery made by the French under Fran- 
cis 1., in 1524, one of the ships, after 
reatrhing Florida, coiusted along as far as 
50" north latitude, and gave to this part 
the name of New France. 

New Guinea, discovered in 1527, by Saave- 
dra, a Spaniard, sent from Mexico by 
Cortez. 

New Albion, discovered in 1577 by Drake, 
who was tile second to attempt a voyage 
round the world, which he comjdet'd in 
three years. 

New South Shetland, discovered, 1819, by j 
Mr. Smith, of the brig AVilliam, bound 
to V'alparaiso. 

New South Wales, sec Australia. 

Newfoundland, discovereil, 1497, by John i 
Cabot, who first calhal it Prima A'istaj 
and Baecaloo. Prima Vista is still the, 
name of one of its capes, and an adja- j 
< enl islaiul i.s still ••ailed Baccalao. 

New Zeahiiul, discovered by Tasman, aj 
Dutchman, 1642. The missionaries first 
succeeded in establishing themselves in | 
this tine country ; and in 1839 ’he New 
Zealand Company filleil out eight ves- 
sels under colonel Wakefield, who, hav- 
ing arrived at Port Nicholson, in Cook’s 
Strait, ohfained, by purchase from fho 
natives, the southern ])artof the northern 
island, and the northern hart of llie 
southern island, or all flm New Zealand 
territory between the 38lh and pa- 
rallels of latitude. 


negal, from which it flows in an opposite 
direction towards the east, and then, 
bending by a long circuit southerly, ter- 
minates, by two branches, the Nun river, 
and another more easterly stream, in 
the Gulf of Guinea. The unfortunate 
Park, in 1795, traced the direction of 
almost 1000 miles of the Niger; but 
we are indjjbtcd for a knowledge of the 
more mysterious portion of its course, 
and of its ouflels, in the Bight of Benin, 
to the enterprise of the two brothers, 
Richard and J ohn Lander, who in 1830-2 
sailed down its current. 

Nova Zemhla, discovered 1553 by WTl- 
loughby, an F'nglish seaman. 

Otaheite, supposed to have been discovered 
in 1606 by Guiros, a Portuguese, in the 
.servici* of Sj)aiu : it was visited by W'allis 
in 1767. 

Pacific Ocean, first discovered from the 
mountains of Darien by Nugnez de Bal- 
boa 151.3, and subsequently uavigatcil by 
Magellan. The supposition of the New 
AVorld being pai-tof liidia now vanished. 

Pelcw' Islands. Ca])tain Wilson was 
w recketl on these islands in 1 78.3, though 
it is likely they had V)ceii previously 
visited, from the Philippines, by tlie 
I Spaniards, who called them the Pa/aos 
Islands, from tlie tall palm-trees which 
grew there in great abundance. 

lh*ru, discovered liy Perez delos Hua in 1515. 

Philipj)ines, discovered by Magellan 1520. 

Rio Janeiro, discovered in 151t>by Dios do 
Solis, who in the same year discovered 
Rio de la Plata. 

Roxburgh Island, in the Soiifli Pacilic, 
dist'overed by captain B. W'l ight, 1823. 

San Salvador, tirst of the Bahama Islands, 
seen by Columbus on the night of October 
11th or I2lh, 1492. 

Sandwich Islands, discovered by Coi^k,! 778. 

Senegal River, discovered by the Portu- 
guese in 1 140 or 1445. 

Siberia, discovered in 1580 by Yermak 
Tiiiio])heicviteh, chief of the aisi^cks. 

Solomon’s Isles, discovered by Meudozii, a 
Spaniard, 1575. 

Southern Cunt ineiil. An Ameru^au oxplor- 
iiijr expedition, under Lieutenants > V ilkes 
and Hudson, appears to have discavered, 
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in 1839 or 1840, a new continent in the in search of a north-west passage, in 
South Sea; it was first seen iii latitude , 1596. 

66* 2^ south, longitude 153° 40' east^ Sumatra Island, discovered hy Siqueyra, 
and traced for an extent of 1800 miles, a Portuguese, in 1 5 08, and more accurate- 
but on which they were prevented from , ly examined by the Portuguese in 1511 
landing by vast bodies of ice which en- Sunda Isles, discovered by the Portu- 
compassed it. ^ guese, 1511. 

Straits of Lo Maire, distiovered, with the Terra del Fuego, discovered by Magellan 
island of Staten, on the east, by Le in 1520. 

Maire, a merchant of Amsterdam, and Van Diemen’s Land, discovered by tlio 
Schouten, a merchant of Horn, 1615. Dutch, 1616; and circumnavigated by 
St. Christopher, , discovered by Columbus Lieut. Flinders in 1799. 

ill 1493. Volcanic^ Islands, new group discovered, 

St. Thomas, Island of, under the equator, 180 miles to the west of Valparaiso, Feb 
discovered in 1471. .12, 1839. 

St. Helena, discovered by Jean de Nova, Winenland, apart of the continent of Ann* - 
a Portuguese, in 1502. rica, is supposed to have been discovered 

St. Domingo, see Hayti. in 1001 by the Icelanders, whose irliro- 

Spitshergen, seen in 1552 by the English, nicies are full and minute respecting 
who mistook it for part of Greenland. this discovery. 

Visited by Baientz, a Dutch navigator, 

JUDICIAL INSTITUTIONS, &c. 

ALPHABETICAL ACCOUNT OF THE PBOGUESS OF JUDICIAL 
INSTITUTIONS, LAWS, AND TAXES. 

Aconuxitant General, to receive moneys in | assize of bread and ale in England, es- 
Court of Chancery, created, 1720.' tablished, 1266 ; repealed, 1815. 

Admiraltv, court of, erected, 1357 * Asylums fur debtors abolished in Loudon 

porated, 1768. 1696. 

Adultery punished by cutting off the nose 1 Bachelor’s tax, 1695 ; again, 1785 and 1796. 
and ears, 1031; made capital, 1650 ; | Bankruptcy, thst regulated by law, 15 13 ; 
after restoration, mitigated to a civil) court for separate idjudication of, 
injury. stituted, 1831. 

Affirmation, of tlio Quakers, first accepted Bastard-children, concealing flie death of, 
as an oath, 1702 ; alterations made in deemed murder, 1624; inaintenaiu o of, 
it, 1721 ; admitted in civil and criminal cost on the mother, 1834. 
procedure to Quakers, Moravians, and Beer duties repealed, aiul allowed to bo 
Separatists, 1834- retailed by excise licence, 1830, 

Ale and ale-houses in England made Benefit building societies, encouragc.-nicnt 
mention of in the Laws of Jna, king of of, by statute, 1836. 

Wessex; first licensed by magistrates. Benefit of the clergy taken from murderers, 
1551 ; by the excise, 1830. 1513 ; abolished for all offences, 1828. 

Aliens forbidden to hold church livings, Benefit or friendly societies, act lor, lirst 
and juries for their trials to be half passed, 1795 

foreigners, 1430 ; prevented from exer- Us of exchange, first used by a bishop, 

cising any trade or handicraft by retail, 1255 ; first law encouraging them, 1381 ; 

1483; restrictions on residence almost first stamped, 1782; protected froiii 
entirely repealed, 1836. usury penalties if not for exceeding 

Almanac, duty on, increased, 1781; en- twelve months, 1840. 

tirely repealed, 1834. Builders’ act, for security against fire, 1764. 

Anatomy act, for licensing practice of. Calico, prohibited to be jirinted or worn, 
1832. 1700 and 1721. 

Apothecaries obtain a charter of incor- Canon law first introduced into England, 
porati on separate from the grocers, 1606 ; 1140; but never obtained more than 

exempted from civil offices, 1702 ; prac- partial validity in this country, 
tice of, regulated, 1815. Capital punishments, limited to about 

Armorial l^aritigs introduced into England, twelve offences, 1837. 

to distinguish nobieK, 1 100. Cattle prohibited to be imported into Eng- 

ArrMt, vexatious ones, prevented V)y an land from Ireland and Scotland, 1663. 
Act, 1733 ; for less than 10/. forbidden, Central criminal court, for effecting speedy 
1779; for less than 20/. 1828 ; jdwlished gaol deliveries in metropolitan district, 
on mesne process, 1838. instituted, 1834. 

Assixps, justices of, apjiointcd to go into Chancery, court of, established, COo ; pre- 

every shire two or three times a year; sent tiw by >^4illiam L 1006 ; rcgula c 
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by Oliver Cromwell, 1655; abuses of, ex- 
posed ill the House of Commons, 1825. 

Chpity schools instituted, 1698. 

Children forbidden by law to be sold by 
English jiarents, 1000, 

Clergy forbidden drunkenness by law, 741 ; 
future pluralities of, interdicted and 
stricter residence required, 1838. 

Coals, duty laid on them by Charles I. 
1627 ; bv Charles II. in favour of the 
Duke of Richmond, which was converted 
into an annuity by George III. 1800 ; 
prohibited to be sold, except by weight, 
in London, 1832. 

Combinations among iourneymen, for- 
bidden by an act, 1799 ; laws restrain- 
ing abolished, 1824 — 1825. 

Common pleas, court of, established, 1215. 

Contractors with Government disqualified 
from sitting in Parliament, 178*2. , 

Convocation of the clergy first summoned, I 
1695; no business since 1716. 

Co])yhold and freehold estates made 
assets for payment of sim^tle contract 
as well as specialty debts, 1833. 

Copyright secured, by an act, 1710; fur- 
ther secured, 1814 ; extended to exclu- 
sive reprtisentation of dramatic pieces, 
1833 ; to public lectures, 1835. 

Corporations municipal, act for reform 
of, 1835. 

Council first allowed to persons guilty of 
treason, 1696 ; allowed to prisoners ac- 
cused of felony, as well as misdemeanor, 
1836. 

Counties first sent members to parliament 
by authority, 1258. 

Courts of conscience, or requests, in Lon- 
don, began 1517 ; in Bristol, Gloucester, 
and Newcastle, 1689 ; extended to the 
sum of 51. 1800. 

Courts of law, were settled in their pre- 
sent form, under Edward III., see p. 63, 

Curates stipendiary, law for the better 
support of, 1813. 

Curfew bell, said to be established by Wil- 
liam the Conqueror, 1068. 

Customs, officers of the, dojjrived of voting 
for members of parliament, 1782 ; not 
r«iuired to serve any parochial or mu- 
nicipal corporation office, 1834. 

Danegelt, a land-tax, first established by 
^ Efhelred II. 991 ; ubolisbed, 1136. 

English language to be used in all law 
pleadings, 1362 ; ordered to be used in 
all law- suit 8, 173!, 

Entailing estates introduced by statute, 
E-J79 and 1307 ; settlement of property 
limited to twenty-one years, 1800. 

Exchequer, court of, uistituted on the 
model of the transmarine exchequer in 
Normandy, 1079. 

Excise on beer and ale, first imposed by 
the long parliament, 1643. 

Exportation of corn permitted by law, 
1663; bounty grontedi I6b9; grudiilated 


duty on import, imposed, 1815 ; fluc- 
tuating duty according to average price 
1829. 

Fencing schools in London, prohibited, as 

• introductory to duels, 1285. 

Feudal laws introduced into England 
by the Saxons about 600. The slavery 
of this tenure increased under William 
1. 1068. It was discountenanced in 
France by Louis XI. about 1470; re- 
stored and limited by Henry VH. 1495 ; 
abolished, with the exception of the 
honorary services of grand sergeautiy, 
and grant of excise duties accepted in 
lieu, 166*2. 

Fines and recoveries for barring entails, 
abolished, 1833. 

Fishing on our coasts, the Dutch forced to 
pay a tribute for, 1600. 

Forgery first punished with death in 
England, 1634 ; capital punishment for, 
of every kind, abolished, 1837. 

Freeholders permitted to aliciiale their 
lands, 1492 and 1512. 

Freeholders under 40s. per annum disc^uali- 
fied from voting for members of parlia- 
ment, 1431. 

French tongue partially abolished in the 
English courts of justice, 1362. 

Gipsies expelled out of England, 1563 ; 
law which made it felony to associate 
with them, repealed, 18*20. 

Greenwich hospital began to receive Or/, 
jier month from every seaman, in 1695, 
and Is. from 1797 ; such deductions from 
seamen’s wages abolished, and annual 
grant of public money substituted, 1834. 

Guineas reduced by parliament from 22s. 
to 21s. 1717. 

Habeas Corpus act passed, 1641, and May 
27, 1679 ; suspended in 1715, for six 
months; 1716, for six months; 1722, 
for twelve moutlis ; 1744, for six months ; 
1779, for six months ; 1794, 1795,1798, 
1799, and 1800, for nine months; in 
1801, for six weeks; again, in 1803, in 
consequence of the Irish insurrection; 
suspended in consequence of the report, 
in each house of parliament, of the green 
bag committee, March 3, 1817. 

Hackney coaches established by act of 
parliament, 1694; last regulation of, 
1831 and 1839. 

Harlots obliged to wear striped hoods of 
party colours, and their garments tho 
wrong side outwards, 1355. 

Highland dress forbidden in Scotland by 
law, 1746 ; restored, 1782. 

Highways, the first law in England to re- 
pair them was in 1525; statute duty on, 
abolished, 1835. 

Income-tax passed, 1799 ; repealed, 1802 ; 
renewed, lfc03 ; increased, 1806; re- 
newed for a year, 1815 ; repealed, 1816. 

Inheritance, new law relating to, 1833. 
Parents may now inherit goin their 
4 F 
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chucben, in preference to collaterals, and Poor, first act for the relief of, 1597 j 
relations of uie half-blood may inherit. abolition of outdoor relief, and manage- 

Inns of courts, began to be established ment of poor vested in royal commis- 

under Edward 111. ; see p. 64. sioners, 1834, 

Insolvent act, the first passed, 1649 ; in- ; Postage of inland letters reduced to an 
solvent court, instituted, 1820. | uniform rate of one penny, 1839. 

Insurance, first duty imposed, 1782 ; being Registering shipping in the Thames coin- 
Is. 6(f. on each, loo/, insured. j menced, 1786; of merchant seamen. 


Interest of money was 2d. per week for 
20s, in 1260 ; 43 per cent. 1307 ; at 
10 per cent. 1547. Reduced from 10 to 
8 percent. 1624; reduced by the Rmnp 
Parliament to 6 per cent., and confirmed 
at the restoration to 5 per cent., 1714; 
from 4 to 3 per cent,, 17.i0. 

Ireland, law called Poynings, declaring 
English statutes valid, 1494; relief 
granted to her trade, 1778; l^islative 
union of, with England, 1800 ; act for 
relief of Catholics, passed, 1&29. 

Jews’ naturalization act passed, 1755 ; re- 
pealed the next year ; bill for relief of 
their disabilities, lost in the lords, 1883. 
Judges, salaries of, increased in lieu of 
fees, 1825 ; number of, increased froii 
twelve to fifteen, 1830. 

Judicial committee of privy council, insti- 
tuted, 1833. 

Juries first instituted, 970, in civil causes ; 
in Scotland, 1815; laws relating to, j 
consolidate<l, 1825. 

Justices of the peace first appointed, 1076. 
Marriage act passed, 1753; amended, 
1718 ; again, 1822 ; new regulations and 
registration of, introduced, 1830, 
Murderers, hanging them in chains, 
or the dis.section of" their bodies, pro- 
hibited, 18,‘t4 ; judges empowered to fix 
time of execution, 1.S3G. 

Mutiny act liist pjissed, in 1089; and re- 
newed aiiijually to the present. 
Navigation act first passed, 1381 ; again, 
1541 ; again, for the colonies, 1640, 1051 ; 
relaxation of, began in favour of foreign- 
ers, 1823. 

Newspapers 8tampe4l, 1713 ; duty on re- 
duced from4f/. to Id. 1830. 

Ordeal by fire and water abolished, 1261. 
Parliament began under the Saxoii govern- 
ment ; the first regular one was in king 
John’s reign, 1204; bill pa^ed for trien- 
nial parliaments, 1094; repealed, 1710 ; 

' members of the Commons made liable to 
bankruptcy commission, and disqualified 
from sitting until debta be satisfied, 1812. . 
Penitentiary houies, instituted for moral 
reform as%ell as punishment of criminals, 
1779. 

Peter-penco piiid to Rome, 790 ; abolished, 
1534. j 

Pillory, punishment of, limited to perjury, i 
1810 ; abolished for every offence, 1837. 
Pl^B required to btj license 1 y the Lord 
QnMni^rlaiii, 1 737. 

Poll-tidi first levied in England, 1378; 
abolished hy William ill. 


1835 ; of births, deaths, and marriages, 
1836. 

Registers, parochial, first appointed, 1330 

Sanctuaries abolished in England, 1534. 

Stamp-duties, instituted, 1694; on news- 
papers, 1713 ; on bills and notes, 1782. 

Star-chamber court instituted, 1487 ; 
abolished, 1641. 

Stews, public ones suppresseil, which be- 
fore were licensed, 1546. 

Surgeons and physicians were exempted 
from bearing arms or serving on juries, 
1513, at which period there were only 
13 in London. 

Swearing on the Gospel first used , 528 ; 
declarations substituted in lieu of oaths 
ill the chief public department, in tin- 
bank of England, and tin; universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge, 1830. 

Terms of law began, 1079 ; new reguhi- 
tiuii of, in 1831. 

Test act passed, 1073 ; repealed, 1829. 

Tithes first granted, in 854 ; commuted 
fora corn rent charge, payable in money, 

1836. 

Tobacco first used as a medicine, and a 
tax laid on it of 6s. 8(/. per lb. ; pro- 
hibited to be grown in England, 1024 ; 
subjected to excise laws, 178J). 

Transportation of felons introduced, 1590 ; 
to New South Wales, began, 1785; 
assignment of them to settlers discon- 
tinued in 1840. 

Trinity act passed, to exempt from pi'iialties 
persons denying the doctrine ofj I S 13. 

Truck practice, or the payment of wages 
in goods instead of coin, prohibited, 
1831. 

Union act, for Scotland, passed, Mareb C, 
1707 ; for Ireland, passed, .luly 
1800, and took place, Jan. I, 1>01. 

Vice-chancellor, iippointed to assist the 
Lord Chancellor, 1813. 

Wales incorporated with England, 1530; 
separate judicial adiniiiistralicm of, in- 
corporated ill tho circuits of tlie judges, 

1831. 

Wills of all kinds, exeept of soldiers and 
sailors, to be written not verbal, and 
be attested by two or more witnesses, 

1837. 

Weights and measures, imperial j^ndard 
introduced, 1825. 

Window duty instituted, 1090. 

Witchcraft act passed, 1001 ; repealed 
March 25, 1736. ^ , 

Woollen cloths, for burials first enforced 
by^aw, 16741. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF REMARKABLE BUILDINGS, INSTITUTIONS, 
DOCKS, RAILWAYS, AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS. 


Adelaide Gallery of Practical Science 
opened, 1833 ; and the Polytechnic In- 
stitution, for a similar purpose, 1838. 

Adclphi buildings, Strand, London, built 
1770. 

Amsterdam Stadthouse, built 1638 ; the 
Exchange, 1634. 

Asaph, St., church and palac;e, in Flint- 
shire, built 560 ; rebuilt 1402. 

Ashmoleaii Museum, Oxford, founded May 
15, 1769. 

Asylum, near Westminster bridge, London, 
instituted 1758. 

Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb, Kent 
koad, erected 179*2. 

Bancroft's alms-houses, Milc-eiid, Middle- 
sex, built 1735. 

Bank of England, Ixmdon, iirst built 1694 ; 
enlarged 1771; dividend warrant oflico 
erected 1835. 

Banquet ing-house, Whitehall, Westmin- 
ster, built 1607 ; repaired 1831. 

Bartholomew monastery, near Smithtield, 
London, built 1162; hospital founded 
1546; rebuilt from 1750 to 1770. 

Bastile in Paris, the foundations laid April 
*23, 1369 ; not thiished till 14w3 ; destroy- 
ed by the populace, and the governor 
killed for resisting them, July 14, 
1789. 

Batli, church of St. Peter, rebuilt by Offa, 
973; free grammar-whool, founde<l 
1552 ; society for encouragement of 
arts, maiiufat'tures, and ci)mmer<re, in- 
stituted 1777; pump-room, erected 
1797 ; mechanics’ institution, com- 
menced 18*26. 

Bees, St., priory, Cumberland, founded 
1120; college for the education of can- 
didates for holy orders in the four 
northern diot^eses, 1817. 

Belgrave-square, and adjoining streets and 
squares, began to be en'cted on an area of 
about 140 acres of oi)eti tields 18*24. 

Bethlem Hospital, new, first ^‘onu laid 
April 20, 1812; greatly enlarged and 
area in front extended 1839. 

Bla<ikfriar8 Bridge, first stone hiid \ 760 ; 
passable 1766 ; finished 1770; cost 
150,840/.; piers repaired, open balus- 
trade removed, and rood across low- 
ered 1840. 

Bow Church, Cheapside, built, 1673 ; the 
tower finished 1680. 


Billingsgate established a free market fur 
the sale of fish 1699. 

Birmingham old church, built of stone 
about 1300, and cased with brick in 
1690; new church, erected 1790; free 
school, founded by Edward VI. ; blue- 
coat school, established 1724; Soho 
works, established 1764; general hos- 
pital, built 1766, and opened in 1779 ; 
theatre, built 1792; theatre of philoso- 
phical society, erected 1810; society of 
arts, established 1821.; general reposi- 
tory for exhibition and sale of manufac- 
tures, erected 1824; mechanics’ insti- 
tution, began 1825; town-hall built, 
and free grammar-scihool to be re-built, 
1833. 

Bridewell, (formerly a palace of King 
Henry VIII. ^ London, built 152*2; con- 
verted to an hospital 1553. 

British Lying-in Hospital, Brownlow-strect, 
London, instituted 1749. 

British Museum, late Montagu House, 
purchased by Parliament 1753; Elgin 
sculptures bought for 35,000/. 1817; 
additional rooms for reading and other 
purposes provided 1837. 

Bristol, part of the old monastery con- 
verted into a cathedral 1140; free 
grammar-school, founded 1352; Queen 
Elizabeth’s hospital, 1586 ; Colston’s 
free school, founded 1708; merchant- 
hall’s- school, 1738; exchange, founded 
1741; infirmary, opened 1786; com- 
mercial rooms, on the plan of Lloyd’s, 
erected 1809. 

Buckingham Palace became the residence 
of Queen Charlotte 1760 ; taken down 
and rebuilt between 1825 and 1830; 
became the town residence of Queen 
Victoria 1837. 

Cambridge, St. Mary’s church, (built on 
the site of an old one,) began building 
1478, V)ut not finished till 1508 ; St. 
Sepulchre’s church, supposed to be of 
the era of Henry 1., and oldest of the 
form in Englaiul; first college of the 
university, endowed 1280; Downing 
college, Vounded 1807; senate-house, 
built 1722; shire-hall, built 1747, and 
town-hall, 1782; Addeiibrooke hospital, 
endowed 1766. 

Canterbury Cathedral built, 1184. 

Castles were chiefly built in the eleventh 
4F2 
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and twelfth centuries : Alnwiclt, North- 
umberland, 1147; Aberconway 1204; 
Aberystwith 1110; Bamborough 558; 
Barnwell 1132; Beaumaris 1295: Bees- 
ton, Cheshire, 1220; BerkeW 1208; 
Bernard, Durham, 1270; &)dihain, 
1 139 ; Brougham, Westmoreland, 1070; 
Burgh, Stafibrdshire, built by the Ro- 
mans ; Cambridge 1068 ; Cardigan 1160; 
Carew 1100; Carisbrook 692, rebuilt 
1610; Carlisle 680; Castle-Rising 
1 204 ; Cleobury 1160; Clithero 1171; 
Corfe, Dorset, 970 ; Cowes, Isle of 
Wight, 1540; Leeds, Kent, 1071. 

Cemeteries in London : Kensal Green, 
enclosed 1 832 ; Abney Park, Stoke 
Newington, 1837 ; Norwood and Iligh- 
gatel838; Nunheadl84U; Westmin- 
ster, Earls Court, Brompton, 1840. 

Charing Cross erected 1678 ; the hospital 
1832. . 

Charter House built 1371 ; converted to 
an hospital 1611. 

Chelsea College began, 1609 ; finished, 
1690 ; cost [50,000/. 

Chelmsford Bridge built 1100; Prison 
built, 1777. 

Chichester built, by Cissa, 540 ; Cathedral 
built 1115. 

Christ’s Hospital, London, founded 1552 ; 
handsome propylieum eretited in New- 
gat e-street 1834. 

Clarendon-press printing office, Oxford, 
founded 1781. 

Colisseum, Regent’s Park, began 1824. 

Compter of London, built near Newgate, 
1789 to 1791 ; cost 20,473/. 

Corn Exchange, new, Mark Lane 1828. 

Cottonian library settled for the ])ublic, 
1701. 

Covent-garden-square built 1633; church 
repaired 1789, burnt 1795; theatre 
built 1735 ; enlarged 1792 ; burnt, 1808 ; 
rebuilt 1809. 

Coventry, St. Michael’s church begun 1373, 
and finished 1395 ; St. Mary’s hall 
erected under Henry VI. ; free school 
under Henry VIII.; Bablake hospital 
instituted 1506 ; Grey Friars’ hospital 
founded 1629 ; Blue-coat school 1566. 

Custom House, London, first built 1559 ; 
burnt down and rebuilt 1718; burnt 
down again, 1814; rebuilt, and opened 
for business 1817; long room of gave 
way and fell through 1825; reopened 
1828. 

Docks, London, foundation-stone laid 1 802 ; 
opened 1805; East India docks opene<l 
1806 ; West India, founded 1800, 
opened 1806 ; SL Catharine founded 
1825; opened 1828. 

Dover Castle, built by Julius Casar, 50 | 
years before Christ ; tower built 47 ; old | 
church built 1156; priory built 1130; 
pier built 1549 ; ancient well discovered 
Ui the keep 1811* 


Drury-lane Theatre, built 1662 ; destroyed 
by fire 1672 ; rebuilt 1674 ; pulled down 
1791; rebuilt 1794; burnt 1809; re- 
built and opened to the public November 
10, 1812. 

Dublin, Christ Church, the ancient cathe- 
dral, built 1038 ; St. Patrick’s cathedral 
erected 1190, decorated with a steeple 
in 1370, and aspire in 1750 ; the castle 
completed 1213 ; Trinity college founded 
1591 ; society incorporated for promoting 
husbandry, manufactures, and the tiiu^ 
arts, 1742; parliament-house erected 
1729 ; destroyed by fire 1792 ; royal ex- 
change began 1769 ; custom-house finish- 
ed building 1790. 

Dulwich college built 1619 ; repaired 1837. 
Sir Francis Bourgeois left to the col- 
lege his pictures, and 10,000/. for tlie 
building and maintenance of a gallery 
1811. 

Durham university founded, 1831. 

East India College, at Hailey bury, llert 
fordshire completed 1809. 

East India House, Leadenhall street, Lon- 
don, built 1726 enlarged 1799. 

Edinburgh, metropolitan church of St. 
Giles founded about 800, Jind became 
collegiate 1466 ; castle built, about 950 ; 
palace and abbey of Holy rood built 
1120; the l/%h school founded 157iS; 
university founded 1582; ])arliameni- 
house, original portion, finished 1640; 
Heriot’s hospital erected 1650; royal 
exchange founded 1763; rogister-olnte 
1744; physicians’ hall 1775; royal so- 
ciety constituted 1782; Bridewell, 
founded on the site of the old prison 
1790; Bank of Scotland, first stone laid, 
1801. 

Eddy stone Lighthouse, built 1G9G ; blown 
down 1703; rebuilt 1706 ; burnt down 
1755; rebuilt 1759; again burnt down 
1770; rebuilt 1774. 

Eton College, built 1441 ; rebuilt 1569. 

Exeter Castle, built GSO ; cathedral began 
1064; completed 1485; new bridge be- 
gan 1770; country court-house ouilt 
1776 ; theatre built 1783. 

Exeter Exchange, London, built, 15GG ; 
demolished, and Exeter Hall with other 
buildings erected on the site, 1829. 

Fleet Market, opened 1737 ; obelisk erected 
1 775 ; Fleet prison burnt by the rioters 
1780; market removed to Farringdon 
market 1830 ; Waithman’s obelisk 
erected 1833. 

Foundling Uos^atal, London, incorporatotl 
1739; building began 1742 ; openc<l 
1756. 

Freemasons’ Hall, Queen-street, London 
built 1775. 

French Protestants’ Hospital, London, in- 
corporated 1718. 

George HI., colossal cqaesltian statue ot, 
erected on Stiow Hill, near Windsor, 183« 
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George's, St., Hospital, Ilydc-park-corner, 
instituted, 1733 ; rebuilt 1833. 

Glasgow, catliedral begun 1123, and spire 
erected 1420 ; university founded 1451); 
letter-press printing introduced 1630; 
manufacture of linen, lawns, and cam- 
brics, began 1725, of green bottles 1730, 
of inkles and delft 1732, of* Hint-glass 
and cudbear 1777, of muslins 1787 ; in 
1787 the dyeing of cottons in Turkey 
red colour began, and later the manufac- 
ture of bandana handkerchiefs; town 
hospital erected 1 733 ; merchants' cof- 
fee-room projected 1781; chamber of 
commerce established 1783; Anderson's 
institution founded 1796. 

Doldsiniths’ Hall, Foster-lane, and Fish- 
mongers' hall, London-bridge, erecting 
1832. 

Greenwich Hospital, instituted 1694 ; first 
began to receive disabled seamen 1737 ; 
had the Derwentwater estate given it 
1735; injured by a fire 1779;” chapel 
rebuilt and opened for service 1769. 

Gresham College, founded 1681 ; pulled 
down 1771 ; and the excise office built 
upon the spot 1774 ; lectures of, delivered 
in south-east corner of Koval Exchange 
fill (ho burning of that building in 1838, 
after which delivered m the city of Lon- 
don scliools. ™ 

Gnildhall, London, built 1416 ; council 
chamber 1425; fbo front and porch, 
1431; burnt 1606 ; repaired 1669; 
beautified 1762 ; front rebuilt 1789; 
repaired, 1815. 

Guy’s Hospital, SoufhwarK, built and on 
<h)wed by Tliomas Guy, a bookseller, 
with a legacy of 200,000/.; an endow- 
ineni to an cauiil amoiuit bequeathed by 
Mr. Hunt, 1829. 

Hammersmith suspension bridge opened 
1827 ; it was designed by Mr Clark, and 
the first of the kind in the neighbourhood 
of London. 

Hampton Court Palace built 1525; bridge 
began, 1750 ; palace opened to the pub- 
lic under Queen ^'icfo^ia. 

Henry VII.’s Chapel, Westminster, corn- 
plctcd January 18, 1502. 

Heralds* College, instituted 1340; house 
built 1670. 

Hick's Hall, Smithfield, London, built 
1612 ; pulled down, 1782. 

Hick’s Hall, Clerkeiiwell, foundation laid. 
May 26, 1779 ; finished, 1782. ' 

House of Commons, \V estminstei , repaired 
1348; entirely V)urnt down, 1834. 

Horse Guards, W^eslminster, built 1758. 

Hull, the Trinity church, partly buil 
abbut 1312, and St. Mary’s, or the low 
church, a few years later; Trinity-ljouse 
established 1369, and the present house 
built in 1753 ; charter-house, founded by 
Michael de la Pole, 1384 ; grammar- 
school, founded 1466; charity-)ial], or 


w'orkhousc, established under William 
III. ; old dock begun 1775 ; general in- 
firmary erected 1782 ; Humber dock be- 
gan 1807. 

'ndia House, Leadcuhall-strcet, L6ndon, 
built 1726. 

James’s, St., built 1530; converted to a 
palace, and the park made, 1536 ; one 
of the wings destroyed by fire, 1809. 

Kew Bridge, built of wood 1759 ; of stone, 
began 1783. 

King’s Bench Prison, in St. Georgc’s-fields, 
Southwark, built 1751 ; enlarged 1776; 
burnt by rioters June 7, 1780; rebuilt 
1781; 50 apartments burnt July 14, 
1799. 

King's College, London, opened October 
3, 1831 ; it was built on ground origin- 
ally intended for the east wing of 
Somerset House, and given by govern- 
ment on condition that the new erection 
should correspond with that edifice. 

Lambeth Church, founded 1169 ; ])a(a<‘e, 
built 1184; palace repaired in Gothic 
stylo, 1632. 

.aw Institution, Chancery-lane, for attor- 
neys, solicitors, and proctors, site pur- 
chased, 1831). 

LchmIs, St. .John’s church, founded 1634; 
Trinity church erected 1721 ; the old 
parish church of St. Peter has been lately 
rebuilt by voluntary subscriptions; free 
grammar-school founded 1552 ; mixed 
cloth-hall erected 1758, and the white 
cloth-hall 1775; theatre built 1771; 
general infirmary established 1771 ; 
house of recovery 1862 ; literary and 
philosophiciil society established 1820; 
meclianics* institution 1825; commereial 
buildings erected 1826; Calvert’s mu- 
seum opened 1827. 

Lincoln’s Inn, London, built 1229; con- 
verted from the Bishop of Chichester's 
palace to an inn of court, 1310 ; chapel 
filli^hed, 1626 ; sejuare completed and 
enclosed with rails, 1737 ; new buildings 
erected, 1782. 

IJverj)ool, blue-coat hospital established 
1709; the old dock (now the site of 
the custom-house), the oldest of the 
kind in the kingdom, formed 1708; 
infirmary instituted 1749; town-hall 
built 1749; theatre opened 1772 ; Athe- 
iiB?iim erected 1799; union news-room 
established 1800 ; Lyceum erected 1802; 
school for the indigent blind erected 
1808; exchange buildings completed 
1 806 ; literary and philosophical society 
instituted 1814; incorporated 1822; 
royal institution opened 1817 ; Wel- 
lingtoii-rooins opened 1816; school of 
arts for gratuitous instruction of artisans 
established 1825; mechanics' institute, 
founded 1835. 

London Bridge, built, of wood 1016 ; burnt 
1136; rebuilt with timber 1163; bviUt 
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with stono, began in 1176> finished 
1209 ; houses on it pulled down, and the 
whole repaired, 1758, when the tempo- 
rary bridge was burnt, April 11, 1758, 
and made passable again for carriages in 
ten days; new bridge founded 100 feet 
west of the old one, 1825 ; opened Aug. 
1, 1831 ; approaches to, improved on the 
south end by pulling down the line of 
houses on the western side as far as the 
Town-hall, Southwark, 1832. 

London University College, first stone laid 
April 30, 1827 ; opened October 1, 1828 
University, incorporated for ad- 
vancement of religion, morals, and usefu' 
knowledge, without distinction of sect 
1837. 

Mechanics’ Institution, first stone 
laid December 2, 1824 ; opened July 8. 
1825. 

stone, Cannon-street, placed by the 

Romans 15 B.C., suppled to compute 
distances from ; wall, built 306 ; hospital, 
Mile End, instituted 1740, and medical 
theatre opened 1785; lying-in-hospital, 
Brownlow-streef, instituted 1750; oph- 
thalmic infirmary, Moorfields, 1805; 
fever hospital, Pancras-road, 1805: 
workhouse, Bishopsgate-street, founded 
1611; literary institution, Finsbury 
Circus, founded 1815; general post- 
office, St Martin-le-Graial, opened 1829; 
city school, on the site of lloncy -market, 
founded 1835, 

Luke’s, St., Hospital, Moorfields, began 
.July 31, 1751 ; built in Old-street, near 
the City Road, 1785. 

Magdalen Hospital, Blackfriars’ Road, 
built 1772. 

Manchester, parish church made collegiate 
and endowed, 1422; free grammar- 
school founded 1492; blue-coat sohiwl, 
1653; infirmary, established 1752; lite- 
rary and philosophical society, 1781; 
agricultural society, one of the earliest 
in the kingdom, 1767 ; New Bailey prison 
founded, 1787; assembly rooms, erected 
1792; poor-house, erected 1792; com- 
mercial clerks’ society for relief of their 
own sick, began 1802; theatre royal, 
erected 1806; society for promoting 
natural history, projected 1S21 ; general 
cemetery, opened 1821 ; royal institu- 
tion, began 1823; horticultural society, 
1823; mechanics’ institution, com- 
menced 1824; botanical society, esta- 
blished 1828; riding-school and gym- 
naseum, erect^ 1829 

Manaon House , London, built 1739; in- 
habited 1752 ; externally renewa<l, 1840. 

Marischal College, Aberdeen, founded 
1593. 

Marine Society-house, Bbhopsgate-street, 
London, beg^m 1773. 

Maynooth, royal college of St. Patrick, in- 


stituted by Irish parliament for educa- 
tion of Catholic priests, 1795. 

Merchant Tailors’ School, founded 1568. 

Merlin’s Cave, in Richmond Gardens, 
made, 1735. 

Middlesex Hospital, instituted 1745 ; built 
1755 ; house of correction, finished 
1794. • 

Military Academy, Woolwich, instituted 
1719. 

Military Asylum, foundation laid 1801. 

Monument, London, began J671 ; finished 
1677 ; repaired 1786. 

National gallery of paintings opened, 
1836. 

Newgate, in the Old Bailey, London, built 
1776; burnt by the rioters 1780; re- 
stored 1781. 

Nottingham, Plumtre’s hospital, establish- 
ed 1392; free grammar-school. 1513; 
St. Nicholas's church, built 1678; St. 
Mary’s church, under Henry VII. ; 
castle, erected under James II. on the 
site of a fortress built by William I.; 
county hall, rebuilt in 1770; barracks, 
built 1793 ; literary society, established 
1824. 

Old Bailey Sessions House, London, built 
1773; enlarged 1808. 

Opera House, l^yinarkct. opened 1704; 
burnt 1789; flu the foundation of a 
new one laid 1790. 

, English, built on the site of 
tho Lyceum, Strand, 1816 ; burnt down 
1830 ; rebuilt 1834. 

Oxford, university college, the oldest col- 
lege of the university, founded 1249, and 
the remaining colleges and halls mostly 
ill the next two centuries; castle built 
in 1074; Garden Court c^mipletcd 1684; 
Ashmolcan Museum founded 1682 ; Bod- 
leian Library, first formed by Humphrey 
duke of Gloucester, ami augmented by 
Sir Thomas Bodley; Radclifie Library 
completed 1749 ; Clarendon Printing- 
office built 1711; Observatory erected 
1792; Magdalen Brid^ built 1779. 

Park, St. James’s, drained by Henry VIII. 
1537; improved, planted, and made a 
thoroughfare for public use, 1668; decoy 
removed, and drains tilled up, 1775; 
bi^an to be laid out in its present im- 
proved style 1825 ; public entrance to 
by a tiight of steps on the site of Carl- 
ton House, Waterhx) Place, 1831. 

Pantheon, Oxford-street, converted into a 
bazaar, 1834. 

Paul’s, St., London, built on tho foundation 
of an old temple of Diana 610; burnt 
964; rebuilt 1240, having been 150 
years building ; the steeple fired V>y 
lightning 1443 ; rebuilt, having been in 
great part burnt down, 1631 ; totally 
destroyed by flro 1666 ; first stone of the 
building laid 1675; finished 1710, and 
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cost 1,000,000 a ; first service performed 
December 2, 1697. 

Paul's, St., School, built 1510; rebuilt 
lately. 

Penitentiary, new, for convicts, at Mill- 
bank, the quadrangle of, completed, and 
convicts removed to, 1816. 

Physicians* College, erected 1824. 

Railways, the first, in Surrey, from Wans- 
worth to Croydon, 1801; Carmarthen- 
shire, 1802; Kilmarnock and Troon, 
1808 ; Severn and Wye, 1809 ; Berwick 
and Kelso, 1811 ; Gloucester and Chel- 
tenham, 1815; Mansfield and Pinxton, 
1817; Plymouth and Dartmoor, 1819; 
Strafi'ord and Moreton, 1821 ; Rednith 
and Chasewatcr, 1824; West Lothian, 
1825; Liverpool and Manchester, 
opened 1 830 ; Canterbury and Whit- 
stable, 1827 ; Bristol and Gloucester, 
1828; Bolton and Leigh, 1828; War- 
rington and Newton, 1829 ; Leeds and 
Selby, 1830; Leicester and Swaiining- 
ton, 1830 ; Dublin and Kingstown, 1831 ; 
London and Greenwich, 1833, and 
opened its entire h.'ijgth December 26, 
1838; Grand Junction, acd obtained for 
1833; Newcastle and Carlisle, 1829; 
London and Birmingham, act for 1833, 
and o))ened through entire length 
September 17, 1838; London and South- 
ampton, 1834, and opened throughout 
1840 ; Great Western, began 1835; Wi- 
gan, Hull and Selby, 1836; Bristol and 
Kxeter, 1836 ; Midland Coiuilics, 1836; 
North Midland, or Leeds and Derby, 
1836 ; Sheffield and Rotlierliam, 1836 ; 
Murudiestcr and Leeds, 1>37; Newciisth: 
and Shields, 1837; Ixaidoii aial ('roy- 
don, 1839 ; Kasteni Counties to 14oiii- 
ford, (q)eiicd 1839 ; London and Black- 
wall, 1839; Liuicaster and Preston, 
1839; Kdiiiburgh aial Glasgow, 1840 
Uiiilioads, ill 1839, were opened on tin 
cDuliiient between Ghent and Ostend, 
Paris and St. Cloud, and Paris and Ver- 
sailles; Berlin and Potrsdani, Brunswick 
and Wolfenbuttel, I/cipsic and Dresden. 

Regent-street, eominenced building in its 
present style in 1813. 

Ricbmoiul Palace, Jiuilt 1 498 ; bridge, 
Surrey, 1774 ; finished 1777. 

Round towers are of uncertain date and 
object ; the erection sup]>osed to be con- 
temporary with the Anglo-Saxon gov erii- 
nierit. 

Royal Exchange, London, built 1566; 
burnt 1666; rebuilt 1670; repairedand 
beautified 1769; burnt down January 
10, 1838. 

Royal Society, incorporated 1662. 

• Academy of Arts 1768. 

of Music 1807. 

of Literature 1822. 

Institution, first sitting 1800. 


Royal Observatory, in Greenwich Park, 
built 1675. 

Sheffield, I^ady’s bridge, built 1485, re- 
paired 1762; parish church of St. Pe- 
ter, built under Henry I. ; the castle, 
under Henry III. ; free grammar-school* 
founded 1649; Shrewsbury hospital, 
1616; Norfolk hospital, 1670, and fur- 
ther endowed hy the Duke of Norfolk, 
1770; Hollis’s hospital for cutlers, 
founded 1703; cutlers’ hall, erected 
1726; theatre and assembly-rooms, 
erected 1762, since rebuilt; Market- 
place, 1786; stage-coach to London, set 
up 1760; commercial coft'ee-room, be- 
gun 1765 ; a bank opened 1770; first 
steam-engine grinding- wheel used 1786 ; 
first hackney coach set up 1 793 ; gene- 
ral infirmary, opened 1797; literary 
182 societj'^, instituted 

Sion College, London, built 1624, 

Somerset House, Strand, Ixindon, built 
1549; pulled down 1776, and began to 
be rebuilt in its present style ; the navy 
office, pipe office, victualling office, and 
other ])ublic oflices removed into it in 
1788; terrace fell down December 26, 
1788. 

Southwark Bridge, first stone laid May 23, 
1815.^ 

Stock Exchange, in Capel-court, founda- 

^ tion of, laid May 18, 1800. 

Surgeons, college of, erected 1800; en- 
larged 1834. 

Thames 'runnel, Uotberbitbe, first stone 
laid 1825 ; carried through to the Wap- 
ping side 1840. 

Temple, Loiidoi), founded by the knighfs- 
tcin])lars 11^5; Middle Ti‘inple-Iirll 
built 1572 ; the church built 1240; 
plan for its entire restoration settled 
1840. 

Temple-bar built 1672. 

Thomas’s, St. hospital, Southw’aik, founded 
1553. 

Tilbury-fort built 1145. 

Tower of London built 1078 ; walled in 
1099 ; opened on moderate terms to the 
public under Queen Victoria. 

Trinity-house, London, founded 1515 ; in- 
corporated 1685; built on Tower-bill 
1795. 

Vauxball-bridgo opened 1817. 

Watcrioo-bridge, first stone laid 1811 ; 
finished 1 8l 7. 

Wcstniinstcr-abbcy built by Ethelbcrt, of 
Kent, on the spot where stood the temple 
of Apollo, 914; rebuilt 1065 ; again re- 
built 1269; made collegiate 1560; 
towers built 1732 ; and north porch re- 
paired 1 752 ; <lamaged by tire 1803 ; 
complete repair ol, begun 1810, and 
finished 1822 ; damaged by fire 1829. 

Bridge began 1738 ; first stone 
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laid 1738-9; centre nrch finished 
1741-2 ; last arch 1746 ; pier sunk and 
repaired 1747 ; opened for passengers 
1750 ; cost 426,650/. 

Wostmhisler Hall built by William Rufus 
1098 ; rebuilt 1399 by Kiehard II. ; re- 
paired 1748; slated 1750 ; beautified 
and repaired 1782; went through a 
thorougii repair in 1802; damaged by 
lire 1834; interior repaired 1835, 

School founded 1070; endowed 

by queen Elizabeth, 1560. 

\Vhitehal], Westminster, built by cardinal 
Wolsey 1525; damaged by fire 1690; 
consumed June 5, 1697-8; gateway 
pulled down and carried to Windsor, 
1746 ; banqueting-house repaired 1831. 

Whitecross-street prison built 1815. 

Winchester college founded by William of 
Wykeham 1387 ; cathedral built 1366 ; 
palace began 1683. 

Windsor- castle built 1364; chapel built' 


1473; college founded 1543; terrace 
made 1587 ; chapel thoroughly repaired 
and opened 1790; great improvements 
began in 1824, a tower erected opposite 
the liong-walk, the terrace extended, 
and new gateway, called king George the 
Fourth’s, erected ; alterations completed 
in 1828, at an expense of 450,000/. 
Under William IV. the Round-tower 
was raised 30 feet, the Waterloo-gellery 
erected, and the presence-chamber and 
throne-room repaired. 

York Minster founded 628; rebuilt 1075, 
set on fire by Martin, a lunatic, 1829; 
roof of the nave destroyed by an acci- 
dental fire 1840. 

York column, on the site of Carlton palace, 
opened 1838. 

Zoological-gardens, Regent’s- park, opened 
1828; Surrey Zoological-gardens, Wal- 
worth, 1832, 


The two preceding Tables, though incomplete, will be useful to 
«lijQw the period of Te^slative and judicial changes, and of important local 
improvements in the metropolis and chief towns of the United Kingdom. 
Omissions in either of them may often be supplied by reference to the 
General Index. 
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[In such a great assemblage of facts It has been fouiml impossible, witbiii moflerato 
limits^ to include under any form of classification a reference to all of them. Many 
of importance have doubtless been overlooked, or unavoidably omitted. If the reader 
fail to find the object of his search under any head in the index, it will often bo 
convenient to refer to the reign, year, or day of the month of the occurrence.] 


Abbexs erected in Stephen’s reign, 33; 
suppression by Henry VIII., 113; 
vested in the king by parliament, 120. 

Abercromby, James, of the Coldstream, 
made a baronet, 316. 

Abercromby, James, M.P., motion on con- i 
duct of law officers in Scotland, 800 ; I 
becomes judge-advocate general in the 
Canning ministry, 828 ; chosen s]>eaker 
of the house of commons, 965 ; objects 
to the admission of ladies to the de- 
bates, 1000. 

Abercrombie, Mrs., daring robbery of, 539. 

Abercromby, Sir Ralph, killed, 626. 

Aberdeen, carl of, exhibits the household 
book of James V. of Scotland, 82.'>. 

Abergavenny. East Indiamaii, lost, 664. 

Abingdon alibey built, 15. 

Abingdon, lord, convicted of a libel in a 
parliamentary speech, 590. 

Accommodation bills, three men pilloried 
for dealing in, 602. 

Act of spttleir.eiit, 289. 

Actress, abduction of one, 662. 

Acts of parliiiment, ancient form of, 64. 
See Siahites. 

Adams, Mr., elected president of the 
United States, 601 ; his death, 824. 

Addington, Mr., suggests a pillow of hops 
for the king’s malady, 625; ministry of. 
ib. ; seeks .Mr. Pitt as un auxiliary, 641, 
654; incorporates Mr. Tierney and 
Mr. Hobhouse, 654; corresponds with 
the prince Wales, 656; miriistiy dis- 
solved, 660 ; refuses to screi n lord Mel- 
ville, 664 ; raised to the peerage, 664. 
See Sidmnuth, 

Addison the essayist, his death, 36 1« 

Adelphi tavern, rencontre at, 505. 

Admiral, lord high, first appointed, 69. 

Admiralty, junior lords of, reduced, 797. 

Adolphus, Mr., practice relative to lawyers’ 
fees, 813, 


Adulterine guilds, 111. 

Ady, Joseph, his conviction, 965, 
Aerostation, examples of in 1785, 540. 
African slaves, trade in first attempt to 
establish, 144; firstj^Uemok^jabolig^ 
545 ; abolition biiicaStRrrahfR?coiTw 
mons in thrown out in 4he lords 

6G1 ; abontioii again carried in the 
commons, 672 ; also in the lords. 677 ; 
resolution carried in \823 to ameliorate 
condition of slaves, Mr. Canning's 

resolution, 811; ahulitiun of colonial 

slavery in 1833,^939. 

Agincoim, vlctory^of, 81. 

Agitators in the war between Charles L 
uiul the parliament, 1 92, 

Agricola introduces Roman laws, 3 ; 

builds forts in Britain, ih, 

AoiWcui.TURE, state of, in Edward VI. ’s 
reign, 131; under George II., 458, 
Tull’s improvements, ib . ; during the 
Trench revidutionary war, 635 ; number 
of enclosure acts, ib , ; progress of, during 
the second period of French revolutionary 
ivar, 724; comparative expenses of farm- 
ing in 1790, 1803, and 1813, ib.; 
agricultural distresses in 1822, an Eu- 
ropean calamity, 796 ; three schemes 
fv»r relief of, 798 ; cultivated and uncul- 
tivated land in the United Kingdom, 
860 ; strenuous eiforts fur relief of landed 
interest in 1833, increase of county- rates, 
951, 1079; partial distress of 1835, dis- 
tiess inseparable from farming and land- 
lurds, 991 ; agriculture not declined, 
proved by diminution of imports of corn, 
ib,; wages in husbandry from 1796 to 

1837. 1038. 

Air, effect of compression of, 684. 
Aix-la-Chapelle, treaty of, 434. 

Alban, St., first martyr, 4. 

Alberoni, cardinal, Spanish minister, his 
ambitioui'ihfrigues, 357. 
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AlbuL'ra, battle of, between the marshals 
Soult and Beresford, 696. 

Albuquerque, duke of, ^udden death, 695. 
Alchyniy, study of, under the Edwards, 100, 
Alciun, learned Saxon, 2 1 . 

Alexander of Russia, his death, 820. 
Alexander, Mr., prosecuted for libels, 
85k 

Alexandria, battle of, 626. 

Aleppo, loss of a caravan, 708. 

Alfred the Great, 10 ; first uses ceremony 
of crowning and anointing, 13 1 his 
battles with the Danes, ib , ; establishes 
a militia, ib, 

Algiers, expedition to, in 1816,737; con- 
quest oiy by the French, 891. 

Alibaud fires at Louis Philip, 1003. 

Alice Ferrers, concubine of Edward 111., 
mode of trial of, 64. 

Ali Hyder, his death, 524. 

Ali Pasha, of Janina, 782. 

Almanza, battle of 312. 

Almeida surrenders to marshal Massena, 
693 ; recovered by the English, 696. 
Alnwick, synod held there, 10. 

Althorp, lord, brings forward the budget, 
^2 j presci il ^o p oft t gold cup, 926 ; bill 
for amending Irish churc h establish- 
ment, 931 ; proposes rflMhtions as the 
basis of the renewal of the bank char- 
ter, 934 ; ordered into custody of ser- 
geant'at anns, 946 ; his opinion on the 
coru-laws, 947 : resolutions for abolition 
of cliurch-rates, 948; introduces the 
new poor-law bill, ib. 

Alum-mines discovered, 158. 

Aivanley. lord, duel with Morgan OXon* 
iiell, 970. 

Ambassador, sentence on a person for in- 
sultingone, 516. 

Amboyna, massacre of, 172; surrenders to 
the British, 691. 

America, discovery of, 104-106. 

American colonies, population of, in 1755, 
446. See United States, 

Amherst, lord, returns from his Chintse 
mission, 741. 

Amphioti frigate blown up, 599. 

Amphitrite convict-ship lost, 940. 
Amsterdam rises against the French, 709 ; 

prince of Or^ge installed sovereign, 713. 
Anabaptists, two burnt, under queen Eli- 
zabeth, 147. 

Ancona taken possession of by the French, 
912. 

Anderson, Miss, distressing case of drown- 
ing, 622. See also two similar occur- 
rences, 657 — 741. 

.Aiidr^, major, hung at a spy, 517;^ his 
remains disinterred at New York, 793. 
Andreo^si, genera), arrives es ambassador 
from France, 632. 

Andrew's, St, univmity fonnded, 91. 
Angerstein, Mr., bis collection of Dsintings 
bought by government, 81 1 * 


Anglesea, marquis of, wounded at Water- 
loo, 720 ; recommends the Catholics to 
agitate till they obtain relief, 841. 

Anglo-Saxons, society of, over-rated, 10; 
names and offices derived from, 12; 
value of life under, 1 1 ; longevity under, 
19 ; liquors used by, 20; arts and trades 
of, iA. 

AngoulAme, duke of, bin address on enter- 
ing Spain in 1823, 805 ; his successful 
invasion of, 807. 

Anne, queen. Introduction : — Described by 
Marlborough; kind, affectionate, but 
contracte<i and little cultivated in mind, 
299; governed often by her waiting- 
women, I A. ; of the twelve years of her 
reign ten were years of war, ib. ; object 
of the war of the succession, 300 ; rea- 
sons for the peace of Utrecht, tA. ; union 
with Scotland unpopular with the people, 
301 ; principle upon which it was set- 
tled, t'A. ; party combinations in this and 
former reigns, lA. — Events and Occurs 
rences : — List of the queen’s first minu- 
te, 303 ; fast-day appointed owing to a 
violent storm, 307 ; dispute between the 
houses of parliament, ib. ; bounty-fund 
established, ib. ; army recruited by va- 
grants, 308; state of the press, 312; 
amount of naval forces stated, 313; 
treason trials, 316 ; British unfortunate 
in Portugal, 320; frauds in the army 
and navy inquired into, 321 ; Harley 
stabbed at the council-board, lA. ; esti- 
mate of expense of new churches, lA. ; 
supplies voted, 322 ; determination to 
make peace announced to parliament, 
323 ; enormous increase in the expenses 
of the war, 324 ; cessation of hostilities, 
326 ; treaty of Utrecht signed, 327 ; 
state of parties, 328 ; bill to pr(?vent the 
growth of schism, 329 ; queen expires 
of dropsy, tA. ; her love ot sensual iiv 
diligences, tA. ; statutes, taxes, and reve. 
niie, 330; civil-list rovenne, 331; lite- 
rature and men of letters, 332 ; Scotland 
at the union, lA. 

Annette, Peter, sentence of, 469. 

Anselm, first of scholastic writeis, 44. 

Anspach, margravine of, her death, 843. 

Antigua legislature dispenses with appren- 
tice clause of colonial slavery act, 951. 

Antoinette, queen of France, beheaded, 
584. 

Antwerp surrender of, in 1832, to the 
French, 927. 

Appropriations and impropriations in the 
church, return of, 1069. 

Aram, Eugene, murder by, 450 ; tried at 
York, 452. 

Archery, mistaken mode of promoting, 103. 

Arches, court of, two cases of divorce, 752. 

Architecture, style of, changed under the 
Tudors, 137. . , 

Argus, an English newspaper publishe* 
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at Paris filled with libels on this coun- 
try, 632. 

Argyle, marquis of, executed, 223. 

Areyle. earl of, under James 11., behead- 
ed, 254. 

Argyle, duke of, commands against the 
rebels in Mar's rebellion, 343. 

Arian, one burnt under James I., 169. 

Arigna joint-stock mining company, 825. 

Arithmetical figures first used, 16; pro- 
gress of, in lUiig John's reign, 43. 

Arkwright, sir Richard, his inventions, 
494; riots against his machinery, 513 ; 
impoj;tant resolutions on, ib, ; liis death, 
560. 

Armada, Spanish, magnitude of, and its 
dispersion, 150. 

Arms, wearing of, prohibited, 69. 

Army, standing, began under Charles II., 
223 ; reviewed in Hyde Park by James 

11., 224; efforts of the commons to dis- 
band, 232; account of in 1685. 250; 
military force on the accession of George 

111., 460 ; ditto in 1798, 613 ; ditto in 
1804. 663 ; state of during the war, 725 ; 
moral discipline introduced, 100 >. 

Array, commissions of, 79. 

Artesian wells, project of, 974. 

Arteveldt murdered at Ghent, 60* 

Arthur, prince, his battles, and death, 6 
his tomb discovered in Avalon, 37. 

Articles, thirty-nine, under Klizabeth. set- 
tled, 144; proposal to alter at Oxford 
form of subscription to, 972. 

Ascham, Roger, learned Yorkshireman, 
of the 16th century, 159. 

Ashantees, war with, 813 ; defeated by 
culonel Purdon, 825. 

Ashford, his appeal against Thornton, 741. 

Asparagus, cauliflowers, and artichokes 
introduced, 156. 

Asporii, battle of, 687. 

Aspull, George, musical phenomenon, 810. 

A?>ser, tutor of king Alfred, 21, 

Assessed taxes, refusal in 1833 to pay, 942 ; 
distribution of, and classes paid by, 1079. 

.Vssize of bread first fixed, 41 ; alnjlisbed 
in 1815. 

Astlett indicted for emliczzling exchequer 
hills, 656 ; respited, 6.59. 

Astorga library bought for the E<linburgh 
advocates, 821. 

Atheists, two in the Old Badey, 942. 

Athelstan, his reign and death, 14. 

Athens capitulates to the Turks, 830* 

Athol, duke of, grant to, for the sov ereignty 
of the Isle of Man, 666. 

Attainder of Henry VII. reversed by ac- 
cession to the crown, 105. 

Atterbury, bishop, his banishment, 372; 
his death, 402, 

Attorneys, so numerous that their num- 
wr is restricted, 89 ; number under 
George II ., 400 ; one sentenced to stand 
in the pillory, 668 ; meeting of. 804. 

Attwood, Mr., his statement of the ntoraber 


of unionists, 901 ; public discussion 
with Mr. Cobbett, 921 ; presides at 
Newhall Hill, 938. 

Attwood, Mathias, his death, 1014. 

Auchmuty, sir Samuel, takes Monte Video, 
677 ; conquers Java, 697. 

Auckland, lord, dinner to, by the East 
India company on his appointment to 
be governor-general, 982. 

Auction sales exposed by a parliamentary 
committee> 747. 

Auctioneers, number of, 942. 

Audley, lord, executed for sodomy, 179. 

Augustin, St., diffuses Christianity, 7; 
lands in the isle of Thanet, 9. 

Aula regia, court of, 63. 

Austerlitz, battle of, 667. 

Australia, new colony of, 961 ; dinner to 
col. Hiudmarsh, the new governor, 982. 

Austria, death of Francis, first emperor, 
966. See Germamj. 

Austrian loan, settlement of, 807. 

Auto de-f6 at Lisbon in 1760, 468. 

Ava, war withithe government of, 822. 


B. 

Babbage, Mr., his calculating machine, 802. 

Babington and others executed, 149. 

Babington, Dr. physician, his death, 943. 

Babmuf, conspiracy of, against the French 
directory, 598. 

Back, captain, returns from the Arctic 
expedition, 982. 

Bacon, Roger, account of, 89; his wonder- 
ful discoveries, 101. 

Bacon, lord chancellor, convicted of bri- 
bery, 171 ; his death, 177. 

Badajoz surrenders to the French, 695 ; 
stormed by the English, 700. 

Badenhill, Iniitle of, 6. 

Bagshot-heath, review on, 56 1 . 

Bailly, French astronomer, beheaded, 585. 

Baines, Mr., on the spinning-jenny, 494. 

Bale, controversial ivriter under queen 
Klizabeth, 158. 

Baliol college, Oxen, founded, 49. 

Ball, seditious preacher under Richard II., 
69. 

Ballot, voting by, motion for, carried in the 
commons m 1710, but rejected in the 
lords, 319. See Grote, 

Baltimore taken by the English, 715. 

Bambridge, keeper of the Fleet, 396. 

Bangor, monks of, massacred, 9. 

Bankes, W. J.» trial and acquittal of, 942. 

Bankes, Mr. his bill against reversionary 
grants, 679. 

Banks, sir Joseph, his death, 782. 

Bank of Enoi.and established, 280; in 
rebellion of 1745 compelled to pay in 
sixpences, 429 ; renewal of charter in 
1781, 519 ; begins to issue 5/. notes, 582 ; 
restricted in 1797 from paying in specie,, 
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602 ; its finaiicia! sUiiatlon^ ih . , one 
pound notes issued, 603 ; subscribes 
200,000/. to carry on the var, 608 ; 
bonus and increase of dividend, 626 ; 
circulation of the bank from 1703 to 
1802, 635; bonus in 1804, and bank to 
^ay income-tax of proprietors, 662 ; bonus 
in 1806, 674 ; progress of forgeries on 
the bank, and ptiblic disgust at unavail- 
ing executions, 742 ; lowers tiie rate of 
discount to four per cent., and extends 
time of bills, 799 ; reduces in 1823 halt- 
yearly dividend to four per cent., 805 ; 
public balances in the bank, 811; efTurts 
made by, during the crisis of 1825, 
820 ; circulation, amount of bullion, and 
quantity of gold and silver coined from 
1816 to 1830, 861 ; new charter of, in 
1833, 939; opening of branch banks, 
947 ; failure of the governor of the bank, 
957 ; connexion of the bank with the 
mercantile reaction of 1836, 1015. 

Banking, progress of, to the revolution of 
1668, 297. 

Bautry Bay, mutineers of, 629. 

barbers, not allowed under Henry V. to 
keep shops open on Sundays, 81 ; nor 
to require a fee from clergymen, 82. 

Barclay's pedestrian feat, 628. 

Baring, sir Francis, death of, 694. 

Baring, Henry, obtains damages, 814. 

Baring, Mr. (Ashburton) heads petition of 
merchants of London for free-trade, 781. 

Barnard, sir John, leads opposition to 
Walpole’s excise scheme, 405. 

Barnave, M., his execution at Paris, 588. 

Baron of Renfrew, driven ashore, 819. 

Baronets, order of, instituted, 168. 

Baronets* privileges, claim of, 978. 

Barons, great possessions of, 55. See Fru- 
dal system, 

Barossa, victory of, 695. 

Barre, colonel, motion against his pension, 
523; his death, 631. 

Barrington, the pickpocket, tried but es- 
caped, 539 ; detected a second time and 
convicted, 554. 

Bartholomew, St., massacre of, 1 46. 

Bartholomew hospital, founded, 31. 

Bastards, number chargeable in 1835 and 
1837, 1041 ; tendency of the new poor 
law to diminish, ib. 

Bastardy, dispute between civil and clerical 
courts on, 49. 

Bastite taken by the Parisians, 549. See 

France, 

Bath and Wells see founded, 9. 

Bath, knights of the order increased, 716. 

Bats and clubs^ parliament of, 85. 

Battier, cornet, military dispute, 811. 

Battle abbey> erected, 24. 

Battle, judicial trial by, 27. 

Battls of Hastings, 24 ; of Hsiidon Hill, 
59; of Cressyt 61; of Neville’s Cross, 
61 ; of Poictiers, 62 ; of Shrewsbuw. 74 ; 
of Agiiieoiirt, 81 ; of Sandal, 88; of Tow- 


ton, in which Edward IV. defeats the 
Lancastrians, 92 ; of Bosworth, Richard 
1 11. killed, 98 ; of Flodden Field, 1 1 5 ; of 
Edgehill, the first between Charles and 
the parliament, 186 ; of Marston Moor, 
190; of Naseby, 191; of Dunbar, in 
which Cromwell defeats the Scots, 202 ; 
of Worcester, %h , ; of Bothwell bridge, 
236; of the Boyne, 274: of La Hogue, 
277 ; of Landeu, in which William ill. 
is defeated by the French, 279; of 
Marsagliu, in Italy, 279 ; of Luxara, be 
tween Prince Eugene and Vendome, 303 ; 
of Blenheim, 3U9 ; of Ramillies, 311; 
of Almanza, 312 ; of Oudenarde, 314 ; 
of Malplaquet, 317, of Dumblaine, in 
Mur’s rebellion, 346; of Dettingen, 
423 ; of Fonteiioy, 428 ; of Prestoiipaiis! 
429; of Culloden, 431; of Bunker's 
Hill, 502; of Gemappc, 563; of 
Fleurus, 588 ; of the Nile, 611; of 
Magnan, in Italy, 614 ; of Novi, 615; 
of Zurich, 616; of Marengo, 621 ; of 
Hohenlindeti, 623 ; of Alexandria, 626 ; 
of Trafalgar, 667 ; of Austerlitz, ib, ; 
of Maida, 672 ; of Jena, 675; of Kylau| 
677; of Friedland, 678; of Viimira, 
683 ; of Corunna, 685 ; of Aspcrn, 
687 ; of Taluvcra. 688 ; of Barossa, 695 ; 
of Albuera, 696; of Salainuiica, 763; 
of Sinolensko, i7>.; of Borodino, i/;. ; of 
Lutzen and Bautzen, 707; of Vittoria. 
70S ; of Dresden, ib, ; of Leipsic, ib, ; 
of Brienne, 711; of Toulouse, 713; of 
New Orleans. 717; of Ligny, 718; of 
Quatre-Bras,7l9 ; of Waterloo, i/>, ; of 
Konieh, between the Egyptians and 
Turks, 927. 

Bautzen, battle nf, 707. 

Bavaria, joins the allies against France, 
708 ; representative coiistitotiun of. 
744 ; court of honour established to 
prevent duelling, 748. 

Bayeux tapestry, account of, 21. 

Bayleu, battle of, 683. 

Bayley, baron, retirement of from the 
court of king’s bench, 945. 

Bayonet, censure of the use of, 972. 

Beauchamp, Theodosia, remarkable inci- 
dents relating to, 900. 

Beauty of Buttermere, seduced by a swin- 
dler, 632 ; execution of him, 657. 

Beckford, Alderman, argues for a .susjien- 
sive power in the crown, 476 ; bis 
address to the king, 4 S3. 

Beckford, Mr., sale of his furniture at 
Fonthill, a sign of the times, 628. 

Bede, venerable, his writings, 21. 

Bedford, duke of, regent under Henry VI.» 

86 . 

Bedford, duke of, his duel, 799. 

Beer, barrels sold from 1803 to 181)> 
725 ; allowed to be sold by an exci!»o 
licenseySOL , 

Beet-root, cultivation of in France eitjolu 
by Buonaparte, 696* 
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Belgic bwliops, petition of, claiming great 
merits for the catholic church, 740. 

Bki.qium, petition for juries, 844; revolu- 
tion in, 89.) ; Dutch assault Brussels 
and are repulsed, 896; s.^paration of, 
from Holland , difficulties about Lim, 
berg and Luxemburij: ; the five povtrers 
become arbitrators ; London conference, 
910 ,* alien act of, 981 ; opening of the 
session of the chambers by I'riiice Leo- 
pold, 1013. 

Bell, Dr., his scheme of mutual instruction, 
756; his death, 911 

Bells first used, 15. 

Belzoni, brings the head of Memuon to 
England, 747 ; his death, 8()8. 

Benbour, admiral, betrayed by his cap- 
tains, and mortally wounded, 304. 

Benefices, annual income of, 1068. 

Benfield, Paul, dies at Paris, 694. 

Bentiiam, Jeremy, peniteiitiary project of, 
623 ; his death and writings, 917. 

Bentinck, lord William, establishes consti- 
tution in Sicily on the English model, 
70*2 ; terms made by with (ienoa, 713. 

Bentley, Dr., deprived for dilapidations, 
106. 

Berenger, his fraud on the stock exchange, 
71 1 ; trial and conviction of, 7l4. 

Beresford, Marshal, commands at the 
battle of Albuera, 696 ; enters Boiir- 
deaux in favour of the Bourbons, 711. 

Beresford, Mr., his dispute with ministers, 
592; duel with earl Fitxwilliam, 594. 

Berkeley’s, Mr., motion for admitting 
ladies to the commons’ debates, 1000. 

Berkeley, colonel (Segrave), assault by, 
on a newspaper editor, 817. 

Berkeley peerage, claim of, tlecided, 697. 

Berlin, decrees issued from, 675, 

Bernadotte, marshal, elected crown prince 
of Sweden, 693 ; joins the confederacy 
against France, 707 ; defeats marshal 
Ney, 70S; succeeds to the Swedish 
throne, 743. 

Berri, duchess of, romantic adventure of 
the princess, 926. 

Berthier, marshal, commits suicide, 721. 

Berton, general, his insurrection against 
the Bourbons, 797. 

Best, captain, kills lord Camtdford, 659. 

Best, Air. sergeant (Wynford), indicted 
for an assault with intent, &c., 622 ; 
fines Air. Davidson in course of his de- 
fence, 784; decision by on a courtesan's 
memoirs, 819; raised to the peerage, 
846. 

Betty, master, his first appearance, 663. 

BexKy, lord (Vansittart), re8olution« of on 
the currenc}r adopted, 696 ; his violation 
of the siuking fund, 707 ; reduces the 
Navy 5 per cents., 797 ; military and 
naval pensions* conversion, 799 ; oh. 
tains a peerage, 804 : resigns on the 
formation of the Canning ministrry but 
recalls his rtsigimtion, 828. ^ 


Bhurtpore, in the East Indies, taken. 
822. 

Bible, translated and ordered to be set up 
in churches, 120. 

Bible societies, bull against, 740 ; number 
of bibles distributed in 1818, 747. 

Bill of pains and penalties against queen 
Caroline, 783. See Wales, princess. 

Bill of rights, 271, 273. 

Bills of mortality for London, began, 166 ; 
returns of, for 1731,404; do. for 1790, 
1810, and 1830, 860 ; do. from 1830 to 
1837 inclusive, 1042. 

Bills of exchange, origin of, 68 ; three 
men pilloried for, 662 ; stamp-duty on 
from 1805 to 1836, 1043. 

Bingham, captain, of the Little Belt, his 
encounter with the United States frigate, 
commodore Rodgers, 696. 

Bird, Mr., murder of at Greenwich, 744. 

Birkbeck, Dr., heads a deputation to 
government on the subject of the stamp 
duties, 971. 

Birley, captain, and others, tried for the 
part they took in the Alanchester affair 
of August, 1819, 798. 

Birmingham, riots of 1791, 557 ; theatre 
burnt, 752 ; amount of postage at, 1078. 

Birnic, sir Richard, his death, 928. 

Bishops, trial of seven under James II., 
259; incomes of in 1831, 1066 : motion 
for excluding from parliament, 999. See 
Clergy. 

Bishop and Alay, resurrectionists, tried for 
murder a .4 executed, 908. 

Blackburn female reform society, 749, 

Blackfriars-hridgc begun, 467 ; net expense 
of, 484 ; man blown over in lighting the 
lamps, 704. 

Blackett, Mr., his discovery relative to 
railways, 1051. 

Black Prince, his chivalry, 77. — See Ed- 
ward 111. 

Blackstone, Mr. justice, bis death and 
writings, 515. 

Blake, the republican admiral, his death, 

212 . 

Blanchard, raadame, killed in a nocturnal 
balloon ascent, 749. 

Blandford. marquis, resolution of, on par- 
liamentary reform, 846. 

Blauketeers, meeting of the Manchester. 
Johnstone, Ogdeu, and others, to the 
number of 200, arrested, 740. 

Blankets first woven in England, 60. 

Blenheim, battle of, 309. 

Blenkinsop. Mr.? his patent to overcome 
an imaginary obstruction on railways, 
1051. 

Blood, a desperado who hail stoUu the 
regalia, p.itronised by Charles II., 230. 

Bloomfield, Sir Benjamin, appointed am 

bassador to Sweden, 801. 

Blount, S:r Thomas, jlescription of the 
horrible burning of. 76. ^ 

Blue her, uvne al, cros -ed t'ne Rhine. > 10 
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battle of Craone, 711; crosses the Maine, 
712; defeated at Ligny, 718. 

Boadicea, heroism of, against the Romans, 
3. 

Boai, Michael, chin performer, 853. 

Board of Trade first established, 283. 

Board of Agriculture established. 582. 

Bolingbroke, viscount, reports on bishojp 
lands ill North Britain, 325 ; sent pri- 
vately to Paris, 326 ; literary champion 
of the ministry, 328 ; disputes with Ox- 
ford, 329 , humiliation of on accession of 
Gkiorge I., 338 ; retires to the continent, 
340; impeached by Waliwle, 342; par- 
doned, 372; his retreat at Battersea, 
435; his death and character, 440. 

Bolivar establishes Republic of Columbia, 
752 ; his death, 900. 

Bolton, of Soho, receives a royal warrant 
to coin copper pennies, 604'; uses gas 
for lighting, 613. 

Bombs invented, 69. 

Bonars, murder of, by a servant, 708. 

Boniface nominated to a benefice, 70. 

Bonner, bishop, buried in the night, 145. 

Bonnymuir, adair of, 781. 

Book of sports of James 1., 170. 

Books, scarcity of, in 15th century, 101. 

Booksellers, meeting of, ti48. 

Boston, resistance to the stamp act, 489. 

Boswell, Sir Alexander, death of, 798. 

Bos worth Field, battle of, 113. 

Bottle experimentally thrown into the sea, 
749 ; another experiment on the Florida 
gulf stream, 782. 

Boulogne, admiral Nelson’s unsuccessful 
attack on, 627 ; preparation there for 
invading England, 666. 

Bounty, mutiny of the 548; mutineers 
executed, 563. 

Bourdeaiix entered by the English, 711, 

Bowring, Dr., arrested at Calais, 801. 

Boyle’s lecture instituted, 276. 

Boyne, battle of, 274. 

Braddock, general, slain in Canada, 445. 

Bradley, admiral, found guilty of forgery, 
714. 

Bradly, a tailor, burnt for heresy in a 
cask, 75. 

Bradshaw, serjeant, his reply to Cromwell 
on his dissolving the long parliament, 
204; deprived of his office of chiet- 
justice of (/hester, 211 ; his death, 2)5. 

Brand, Mr., motion of, on parliamentary 
reform, 692. 

Brandretb, Turner, and Ludlow, tried for 
treason at Derby, 741. 

Brazil severed from Portugal, 801. 

Breakspear, only Englishman a |)Op«s 44. 

Breeches, patent granted for, 613. 

Brereton, lieutenant-colonel, his ueath, 911. 

Bretwalda, chief Saxon tuvereign, 7. 

Bricks Brst used, 13. 

Bricklayer, son of an earl made one, 629. 

Bridgewater, duke of, his canal under- 
takings, 636 ; his death and riches, 6.54. 


Bridport’s, lord, victory over the French. 
459. 

Brienne, battle of, 711. 

Bright, Edward, instance of obesity, 437. 

Brindley, James, his death, 488; canal 
navigation greatly indebted to him, 636. 

Brissot, chief of a French party, beheaded 
at Paris, 584. 

Bristol, ancient ditch near, 9 ; furious riot 
owing to a toll-gate, 584 ; dreadful riot 
on the entrance of Sir C. Wetherell, 
large portion of the city burnt, and 
many lives lost, 907 ; trade of the port 
in 1835 and 1837, 1035; amount of 
postage at, 1078. 

British Museum, collection of tracts pre- 
sented to, 1044; number of visitors 
to, 1059. 

Britons, origin of, I ; ancient dress, 6 ; 
domestic arts of, td. 

Broke, captain, takes the Shannon, 708. 

Brookes, Mr., the anatomist, liis death, 
930. 

Brothers, Richard, the prophet, 259 ; con- 
fined in a lunatic asylum, 593. 

Brougham, lord, denounces seditious pam- 
phlets, 732; tries in 1819 to intro 
duce parochial education, and rescue 
public charities from abuse, 757 ; shel- 
ters the economical labours of Mr. 
Hume, 770 ; motion for im^uiry into the 
droits of the crown and admiralty, 781 ; 
appointed attorney •general to (jueeii 
Caroline, 781 ; his mysterious negotiation 
with Lord Liverpool respecting her ma- 
jesty, 782; speech in her defence, 784; 
holds a canopy over the king at Ins 
coronation, 792 ; his climax on the ter- 
giversations of Mr. Canning, 805 ; case of 
missionary Smith, 813; elected lord rec- 
tor, 818; publishes a discourse on the 
advantages of knowledge, 834 ; declares 
that the schoolmaster i.h abroad as well 
as the soldier, 837 ; great speech on 
legal abuse.s, i6. ; law reforms effected 
by, 883, no/e; elected for ynrkshirc, 
894 ; hasty expressions ; becomes lord 
chancellor, 899 ; presents petition for 
repeal of newspaper-st.imp duty, 907 ; 
proposes in the lords fourteen resolu- 
tions ou education, 972 ; law for pro- 
tection of patent rights, 982 ; lays first 
stone of city of London school, 981; 
becomes chief charity commissioner, 
985 ; declines invitation to dine at Edin- 
burgh, 1012. 

Brunswick, duke of, mortally wounded at 
the buttle of Jena, 675. 

Brunswick, duke Charles of, banished from 
Paris, 921 ; legal process against, 964. 

Brunswick theatre, fall of, 83/. 

Bryant, Elizabeth, trial of, for cruelty to o 
witch, 80 ). 

Buchan, Dr., de^th of, 667. 

Biickiagham, Mr., recovers damages, 82»> ; 
his Phdia coTbpensation bill rejected, 
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Buckingham, duke of*, his duel with lord 
Shrewsbury, 228. 

Buckingham and Stuart, ladies, convicted 
of gambling, 603. 

Buenos Ayres taken, 672 j retaken by the 
Spaniards, 673; repulse of General 
Whitelocke, 679 ; resolution passed on 
slavery, 701. 

Bull-baiting, bill for abolition of, opposed 
by Mr. Windham, 631. 

Bullion report made by Mr. Horner, 690. 

Bunker’s Hill, battle of, 502. 

BuoNApAiiTE, Napoleon, appointed to com- 
mand the army of Italy, 597 ; brilliant 
victories of Muntenotte, Millesimo, and 
Mondovi, 598; battle of Lodi, ib.; 
blockades Wunnser in Mantua, 599 ; 
battle of Areola, 600 ; makes overtures 
of \)eace to the archduke Charles, 603 ; 
invades Venice, 604 ; expedition to 
Egypt, 609; siege of Acre, 614; com- 
pelled to raise the siege, 615 ; leaves 
Egypt, lA. ; dissolves the Directory, 61 7 ; 
victory of Marengo, 621 ; infernal ma- 
chine plot, 623 ; declines a statue to 
his honour during his lifetime, 628; 
chosen first consul for life, 630 ; prohi- 
bits circulation of English newspapers, 
621 ; misled by a military education 
seeks the greatness of France by ex- 
tended dominion, 611; Milan decrees 
and continental system the beginning 
of the end, 644 ; intervention in Spain, 
645 ; campaign of Russia, 648 ; his 
overwhelming disasters there and in 
Germany, 649 ; his last eflorts to defend 
France, 650; generously treated by the 
allies, 651 ; thrown from a phaeton, 
655; banishment of Moreau, 659; 
execution of the duke d'Knghien, ib. ; 
made emperor, 660 ; French republic 
terminated under all its phases, 661 ; 
addresses a note to George III., 664 ; 
crowned king of Italy, 606 ; prohibits 
the landing of Miss Paterson, ib. ; Ulm 
capitulates, ift.; victory of Ausierlitz, 667 ; 
nominates his brother Louis to be King 
of llullaud, 672 ; eouiederation of the 
Rhine, 16,; battle ol Jena, 675; orders 
Palm the bookseller to be shot, 673; 
battle of Friedland, 678; meeting at 
Tilsit, 679 ; intrigues at Bayonne, 682; 
mistaken prophecy 011 the Peninsular 
contest, 683 ; enters iMadrid, 684 ; war 
with Austria, 686 i battle of Aspern, 
<>87 ; Josephine divorced, 690 ; marries 
an archduchess of Austria, 092 ; re- 
miciugs on the birth of the king of 
Rome, 695; scheme of a raariiie con- 
scription, 698 ; war with Russia, 699 ; 
Commencement of the grand expedition, 
702 ; battle of Smoleiisko» 703 ; of Bo- 
rodino, ib, ; burning of Moscow, ib. ; 
retreat from Moscow, 704 j arrives at 
PftiU and addresa to tho senate, 70G, 


his reconciliation with the Pope, ib , , 
battles^ of Lutzen and Bautzen, 707 ; 
armistice in Saxony, Na))uleon sends for 
the actresses from Paris, 708 ; battle of 
Dresden, ib, ; battle of Leipsic, ib. ; re- 
mains of his army that re-crossed the 
Rhine, 709; liberates Ferdinand of 
Spain, 710; haughty answer to the le- 
gislative body who advise him to issue 
H counter-manifesto to the Frankfort 
declaration, ib,\ battles of Brienne, of 
Craone, and Laon, 711 ; Chatillon ne- 
gotiations, 712 ; his enterprise to divide 
the allied armies and its failure, ib . ; 
allies enter Paris, i5. ; signs his abdi- 
cation of the throne, ib. ; terms of, 713 ; 
returns from Elba, state of political par- 
ties in France, 716; march to Paris, 
717; his letter to the sovereigns re- 
turned unopened, ib, ; additional act to 
the constitution, 718; battle of Ligny, 
719; defeat at Waterloo, ib\ resigns to 
his son, embarks on board the Belle- 
ruphon; letter to the prince regent, 720 ; 
sails fur St. Helena, 721 : death and 
character of Napoleon, 788; litigation 
respecting the emperor’s will, 797. 

Buonaparte, Louis, iiisiirrectiua of at Stras- 
burgh, 1011. 

Biirdett, Sir Francis, treatment of prisoners, 
612, 622; returned for Middlesex, 631; 
contest with Mainwaring, 662 ; loses 
his election by attacking Mr. Fox, 675; 
heads a third party distinct from the 
aristocratic factions, 676; duel with Mr, 
Paul, 678 ; defends Gale Jones, anti dis- 
putes with commons on privilege, 691 ; 
baronet’s imprisonment and liberation 
from the Tower, 692 ; motion for par- 
liamentary reform in 1817 negatived, 
740 ; motion for universal suffrage and 
annual parliaments, 7 44 ; presides at a 
meeting on Manchester outrage, 750 ; 
found guilty of a libel at Leicester, 780 ; 
decision on in the court of king’s bench, 
785; fine imposed, 787 ; withdraws from 
the house on the annual “ farce’’ of the 
catholic ipiestion, 805 ; his resolutions 
for the relief of tVie catholics carried, 
817; question again introduced, 838; 
resigns his seat for Westminster, and is 
re-elected ns a conservative, 1022. 

Burglars, singular escape of, by a techni- 
cal error, 1022. 

Burgoyne, general, surrenders with his 
army at Saratoga, 507 ; refusing to re- 
join his captured army he is dismissed 
the service, 511 ; bis deatli, 564. 

Bukkk, Edmund, his speech on American 
taxation, 491; plan of economical re- 
form, 515; again introduced, 518; 
speaks two hours on a party question, 
528 ; his action for libel, 529 ; supports 
reduction in peace establishment in 
1790i551 ; his death and character, 604. 
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Burke, Mrs., her death, 706. 

Burke murders, in Kdinbiirgh, 840. 

Burdock, Anne, case of poisoning, 969. 

Burgess’s swift conveyance, 795. 

Burgh, Janies, his death, 503. 

Burr, colonel, kills general Hamilton, 66 1. 

Burials permitted in towns, 9. 

Burleigh, lord, minister of queen Elizabeth, 
dies ; his character, 1 54. 

Burnet, bishop, his death, 340. 

Busaco, battle of» 693. 

Bute, earl of, his sclicine for humbling the 
aristocracy on the accession of George 
III., 462; his retirement from othce, 
470. 

Button’s coffee-house, sale at, 663 

Byng, admiru), his indecisive naval action, 
446 ; court-martial on, 447 ; his execu- 
tion, 448. 

Byng, Mr., entertainment given to in 
Diiiry-laue theatre, 1017; hi.s testimony 
to the popularity of the war of 1793, 
1017. 

Byron, lord, duel of, 473 ; tried for man- 
slaughter, t'A 

Byron, lord (poet), one of his plays hissed 
from the stage, 794 ; an injunction re- 
fused ill Chancery to protect his Caoi, 
797 5 death and writings of, 812; will 
proved, 814; his remains conveyed to 
Newstead, id. 


a 

Cahalva Iiidiam,iti lost, value 350,000#. 
744. 

Cabrera, a Carlist general, mother of, exe- 
cuted, 996. 

Cade, Jack, his insurrection, 87. 

Cadiz abandoned by the French after a 
two years’ bombaidineiit, 703. 

C^llder, sir Robert, naval success of, 666 ; 
tried by a court-martial, 667, 

Caledonian canal commenced, 654 ; 
opened, 801. 

Caledonians repulsed by Severus, 4 ; ori- 
gin of name, 6. 

Calendar reformed by pope Gregory XII., 
48 ; reform of, under George 11., 439 ; 
Lady-day, 623. 

Caligula, Roman emperof, his folly, 3. 

Caloe, synod at, 16. 

Cambridge, duke of, process against the 
ex-duke of Brunswick, 964. 

Cambridge university founded, 10 ; col- 
leges of, endowed, 9}.« 

Cambria, ancfeUt name of Wah s, 6. * 

Camden, earl, eminent judge, dies, 587. 

Camden, maYquit, surrtin4er>* the public 
the fees of the tellersliip of the exche- 
quer, 739 ; singular doubt as lo legality 
of the surrender, 749* 

Camelford# lord, shoots lieutenant Refer 


son in the stable-yaid, 608 ; killed in a 
dnol, 659. 

Campbell, major, hung for killing Captain 
Boyd in a duel, 683. 

Campbell, Thomas, projects the London 
university, 818. 

Camperdown, naval victory of, 606. 

Campo Formio, treaty of by Austria with 
France, 606. 

Canary ishind.s discovered, 70. 

Canada, invasion of by General Wolfe, 
452 ; bill for government of in 1791, 
555 ; American general Hull taken 
prisoner, 703; earl Gosfoid appointed 
head of a commission to redress the 
grievances of the province, 984; sir 
Francis Head di.sKolves house of assem* 
hly of Upper Canada, 1000; dissolution 
of provincial ‘parliament of Lower Can- 
ada by lord Go^ford, 1009; emigration 
to, 1040 ; public expenditure on account 
of, and amount of exports and imports 
in 1836, 1077. 

Canal shares, prices of, .561 ; progre.ss of 
canals, 636; inconveniences of river- 
navigation. i5.; first lateral canal in 
England, t6.; Yoiksbire canals, 637; 
grand Trunk, Stourbridge, Birmingham, 
and Faze ley, i&. 

Canning, George, motion against import- 
ing 8lave.s into Trinidad, 631 ; duel with 
lord Cast lereagh, 689 ; declines to enter, 
in 1812, the Liverpool ministry, 701 ; 
disclosure of earl Moira’s proceeding,!/;. ; 
moves and carries a resolution in favour 
of t))c Catholics, 702 ; appointed am- 
bassador to Portugal, 715; appointed 
governor-general ol India, 798; lii.s bill 
for admission of Catholic peers, 799 ; 
becomes foreign secretary in the room 
of the late marquis of Londonderry, 
801 ; denial of Mr, Brougham’s 
charge of evasion on the Catholic qiu s- 
tioii, 805 ; plan for bettering state of 
slave population, 811; description of 
himselV in 1827 in a letter to sir \V. 
Knighton, 828 ; l)ecomi;S prime minister, 
•5.; his budget, 830; his death and 
character, 831; unfitness of for chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, 876, wo/c 

Camions first used, 75. 

Canons of five councils received in Kn 
gland, 10 ; began to be used, 33 ; ge- 
neral study of them, 100. 

Canterbury see founded, 9. 

Canute, bis reign. 17. 

Cape of Good Hope, first voyage to Fast 
Indies by, 106 ; taken by the Finghsb, 
668 ; government conditions of emigra- 
tion to, 748. 

Cape de Verd islands discovered, 88. 

Ciiiie Horn first doubled, 170. 

Capcl-court, mom opened in for busnicr. 
in foreign securities, 803. ^ 

Capo dTstrias, assassination of, J9b. 
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Caliiis, biir-^hers of, paidoiuMl by Edward 
III., 01. 

Caniccas declaration of independence, 692. 

CaractacuH’s intrepid ludiaviotir, 3, 

C iihonari, arrest of in Italy, 78/'. 

(.!arlistH and (^iriKtinos, origin of civil war I 
lidween on the death of Ferdinand Vll., I 
941. 

Cailile, Richard, tried for blasphemy, 751 ; 
Mrs. Carlile sentenced, 787 ; daughter of 
sentenced, 794 ; contrivanci: for puidish* 
ill};, 790 ; evidence by refu'^eil ni a cumt 
of justice, 827; convicted of exciiinj; 
the amicidtur d labourers to liot, 901. 

Carlos, don, of Spain, a>Kassinated, 1 15. 

(Carlsbad con‘.pess of sovereiejns, 750. 

Carlton cl ib established, 972. 

Carlton House, };rand lete at, 097. 

C.iroline, queen of (ieoii;e II., her death 
and character, 41.3. 

Caroline, queen of Geor;;e IV., see //h/<*.v, 
jirinccss. 

(airi\ Mr., his claim to the. fir>t invention 
of cast-iron rads. lO.'iO. 

Carrel, .\rmand, public funeral of, 1004. 

Carron iioii-foundry in Scotland, 550. 

Cl.iirots and salads, iiitioduct <1, 114. 

C.utwi i};ht, major, convicted at Waiwick 
assizes of a political conspiracy , 78.3 ; 
Ills death, H|4 ; statue erected tt», 90'». 

(!artwri};lit, Mr., invents the powcr-looni, 
49 1. 

(’aslitnau, a rioter, executed, 739. 

C'astlereiij;h, viscount, effects the Irish 
union, 039 ; coinpltinented by Mr. Put, 
625 : states military force, in 1804, i4‘ 
the kin<;doni, (>03 ; becomes l'orci};ii 
secretary, (iOO ; otlice a “ U?*! of roses,” 
07 1 ; local mibtia plan, 0S2 ; brokersiiip 
of ii Wiitership, <>87 : duel with Canniii};. 
0.s9 ; seconds Mr. Canning's resoiution 
in favour of the Catholics, 702; leaves 
Kn};land to join the allied soverei};iis, 
710: iutroduces the Six .Acts, 751 ; his 
suicide, 801, 

(5is1lrpollard titbe affray, 90 3. 

(•astlcs, erection of, 33. 

imaiaii contrivance, 002. 

Ciilhedral and Cidlcp;iate toundatiuiis. re- 
venues of and number of pcr-.ons di\i- 
sible amoo};, 10<i7, 

Catlu'dial schools under the bishops, 44. 

Catherine i I. of Russia dies, 000. 

Catholic association, extraordinary excite- 
ment produced by, 840 ; siq iiiene-s t*f 
the \Vtiliii|;ton ministry, 8 41. 

Catholic relief bill passed, 844. 

Cato-stieot conspiracy, 780 ; execution of 
the Conspirators, 781. 

Cattle destroyed by eatings the yew tree, 
715. 

Cattle and sheep sold in Smithiiebl from 
1700 to 1770,495; ditto from 1790 to 
1^02, 036; ditto from 1802 to IS 1.5, 
7-'); ditto from 1815 to 1830.861; 
tluto from 1830 to 1837 iucluiivc, 1042. 
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Cave, Edward, hroiq^ht to the bar of the 
house of commons, 433 ; establishes the 
Gentleman’s Magazine, 1045 ; his pa- 
tronage of Dr. Johnson, 1046. 

Cavendish finishes his voyage round the 
world, 1.50. 

Cavendish, William, eminent chemist, 
dies, 691. 

Cuwthorne, colonel, expelled the hou.se of 
commons for pecnlaiion, 597. 

Celt SB, ancestors of Britons, 1. 

Ct^rilic, Saxon king, his battles with prince 
Arthur, 6. 

Ci*ylon taken by the British, 597. 

Chabert, thtt ‘ fire king,’ 847, 

Chadwick, Mr., on the diflVrant diet of the 
pauper, felon, and lahourcr, 927. 

Chain bridge, first in England, 783. 

Cdiain cables introduced, 706. 

Chalmers, Alexander, his death, 962. 

Chalmers, George, statistical writer, 821. 

Chabmer, erudite writer of Elizabeth, 
158 

fdiainberlttine, his singular suicide, 522. 

(diambonas, marquis, convicted of fraud, 
671. 


Championship of England 
67. 


first ment. oiled, 


Chancellor, lord, his new year’s gift, 310 ; 

pension settled on one, 406, 

Chancery, court of, first institution of, 9; 
order lor regulation of by Oliver Crom- 
well. 211 ; abuses lu, 818; Mr. Wil- 
liams’s speech on, ib. 

Chancery, inns of, 65. 

Cha-iette, Veiideaii chief, executed, .598. 
(3haritat le corporation, swindling by, 402. 
Charity schools, institution of, 3«S5, 
('harities, public, return of rc\enues of 
1081. 

(hiAUi.KS I. Introdui'tion: — Li'sding tojiics 
of his leign, 174; h's chief errors, i6. ; 
ol'.stiiiate, weak, intirm of judgment; 
ruined by his friends. 175; merits of 
the quarrel between him and piirliunient, 
ih,\ private virtue.s of the king, 176; 
mild and honourable character of the 
civil war; had no injuritnis efle-t on 
coinnuM'ce and industry, d *. — Eventa and 
Occurn w es : — King crowned at West- 
m ill'll er, 177 ; commons impe cli Bock- 
ingh im, lA. ; gentlemen iin;u ironed lor 
refusing to pay arhitrary loans; passive 
obedience preiched by Sildhorpe, E8; 
petition of right presented by the coin- 
inoiis, ih.\ four members onlered to b»^ 
' arrested, 179; Laud's unwise attempts 
at religious uniformity. 180; disputes 
about ship-money. 1 81 ; raises an army 
against the Scots, 182 ; long parliament 
meet and chose Lenthall speaker, 183; 
bill of altainder passed against Stratford, 
ib. ; Charles goes to the house to seize 
the five obnoxious members, 184 ; coin- 
inuns order the trained hands of tiiecity 
to attend the house, l8o; b.shops do- 
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prived of their votes, to. ; Charles re- the two last parUamentH, 239 ; packi 

fuses his assent to the militia bill and juries and new-models corporations, 24 1 ; 

retires to York, ib, ; secret councils of Kye-house plot, 242 ; lord Russell be’ 

both kinp^ and parliament betrayed, tb, ; headed, ib, ; punishments for libels, 244; 

attempt of the king to surprise Hull, ib. ; the king dies, ib, ; anxiety about his mis.’ 

royal standard raised at Nottingham ; tresses m his last moments, 246 ; hijj 

three-fourths of gentry support Charles, natural issue, ib.; statutes ; revenue uii<l 

the yeomanry and the towns back the expenditure, 246 ; men of letters ; prices, 

parliament, 186 ; battle of Kdgehill, ib.; 248; morals, manners, costume, 249. 

royalists defeated at Marstun Moor, Charles X., ex-king of France, his death 
ltd),* fatal overthrow at Naseby, 191; and character, 1012. 
prince Rupert ordered beyond sea, ib. ; Charles Xli. of Sweden shot, 350. 
tlie king goes over to the Scots, who Charlotte, queen of George III., dies, 745 ; 
deliver him up to the parliament com- her will proved, 748. 
missioiiers, 292; indiscreet in refusing Charta de Foresta discovered, 708. 
the ofiTers of Iretoii, 193; intrigues at Charter-house founded by Sutton, 168. 
the same time with presbyterians and Chartres, colonel, his trial fur rape, 397. 
independents, ib. ; refuses to pass four ' Chateaubriand, M., receives a grand 
bills sent by the commons, having made cross from Russia, 809. 
his peace with the Scots, 194; high Chatham, earl of (William Pitt), made a 
coitrt of justice constituted to try the gentleman of the bed-chamber to thu 

king, 195; refuses to acknowledge its prince of Wale'i, 414; Mrs. Pitt made 

jurisdiction; adjudged guilty of treason, privy purse, 440 ; list of his first ininis- 

196; death of the king, lA. ; his reve- try, *448; told George 111., government 

nue; cultivation of the arts; his chief could not be carried on without tlm 

resources in the civil war voluntary “ great families,” 463 ; his factious ina- 

gifts, 197; amount of royal navy. 198; noeuvres to overthrow the Rockingham 

discovery in 1813 of his remains, 707. ministry, tb. ; his second ministry, “a 
Chaui.ks II. makes his entry into London, fall up stairs,” 465, 475 ; forced himself 

217. — Introduction to his Reign : — Re- upon George III., 467 ; con I'erence with 

stored without conditions, through haste the king. 471; resigns and receivt s a 

or perfidy, 218; high-chiirchisra esta- pension, 468 ; comes down to the house 

lilished by lord Clarendon, 219; restitu- in flannel to jirotest against the nianage- 

tion of crown and church lands, ib. ; ment of the American war, 5iH> ; agauist 

good laws of his government, ib. ; di.s- recognition of the independence 61’ Ainc' 

graceful acts of do., i6. ; popery the ht»b- rica, 508 ; lust appearance in the louls, 

goblin of the age, 220 ; became absolute 509; death and character, ib.; lii& 

through alxirtive attempts of Russell opinion on colonial trade, 856. 

and Sydney to limit the prerogative, ib . ; Chatham, earl of, vote of censure on, 69'i ; 
personal character of the king, 221. — his death, 989. 

Events and Occurrences. — Fate of the re- Chatillon negotiations between Buonapade 
gicides, 221 ; standing army began, 222 ; and the allies, 7 1 2, 
conference on the liturgy, episcopacy Chatterton, Thomas, his death, 484. 
received in Scotland, tb. ; his marriage Chaucer, the poet, died, 73; account of 
with the infanta of Portugal, 223 ; uni- his writings, 90. 

formity and corporation acts, 224; Great Chelmsford avsizes, a criminal escapes 
Plague breaks out, 225 ; sea-fights with death by an abbreviation oj^ bis uaii;e, 

the Dutch, ib. ; Great Fire of London, 620 ; church falls in, ib. 

227 ; Dutch sail up the Medway and CheUea pensioners, emigration uf, 004. 
burn the English ships, 228; royal coun- Chemistry in the 15th century, 100. 
cil divided into four, ib. ; gallantries of Cherokee chiefs arrive in England. 3'.Ks. 
the court, 229 ; the camai., tb. ; visit of Cherries planted in Kent, 121. 

Henrietta and her maid Queruuaille, ib. ; Chesmwake, affair of search, f»78. 
exchequer shut to provide funds for the Chester erected into a principality, 70. 
Dutch war, 230 ; sea-fight in South wold Chesterfield, lord, his death, 489. 
bay, ib.; peace with the Dutch, 232; Chichely, archbishop, enforces uhseivaiia* 
royal pension from France, 233; Titus of Sunday under Henry V^, 81. 

Oates’s plot, 234 ; papists excluded from Chiffoniers’ riot in Paris, 912. 
parliament, «A. ; earl Danby impeached, Child, singular desertion of, 788. 

235; torture used, ib. ; new council, Children, sale of, forbidden, 17. 
half whigs, half tories, their incomes China trade since the opening, 1033. 

computed, ib. ; meal-tub plot, 236; Chivalry, age of, 37 ; view of its prmcip 

duke of York presented as a po^iish recu- in the I4ih century, 77. 

•ant at the king • bench bar, 2;i7 ; ex- Cholera morbus reaches England ; 
chision bill passed the commons, 238 ; tionB adopted against, 907 ; 
king publislies his reasons for dissolving termination of, 912 ; deaths from, J 
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Chn8teniiiy;8, see BilU of Mortality, 
Chiistiauity first preached, 2 ; diffused by 
St. Aui^ustin, 7 j complete establishment 
i»f in the island at the Conquest, 23; pe- 
tition signed by 200 ministers presented 
against persecuting writings inimical to, 
806. 

Christina, of Sweden, resigns her crown, 
209 ; kills her secretary, llSd. 

Christophe bectnnes king of Hayti, 672; 

commits suicide, 783. 

Church of Knglau<l, revenues of, I06C ; in- 
comes of the bishops and archbishops, 
ib, ; of the cathedral and colhgiate 
bodies, with number of persons among 
whom divided, 1067 ; annual incomes of 
benefices and curates’ stipends, lOtiS ; 
distribution of ecclesiastical patronage, 
tb. ; number of appropriations and im- 
propriations, 1069. See Clergy, 

Churches, meeting in 1817 for building uo 
liitional, 7*43. 

Church-rates, vote for, in Birmingliam re- 
fused. 960 ; great meeting for abolition 
of. 1017. 

Churl among the Saxons, 1 1. 

CiiriH, St. (lecrge's fields, burnt, 666. 

Civil war of York and Lancaster, urigni of, 
83. See Charles /. and Commonu'enllh. 
Clarence, duke of, drowiuM in Malmsey 
wine, 9 1. 

Clarence, duke of (William IV.), enters 
himself a private volunteer, 607 ; aiUli- 
tiuiiul grant to, on account of death of 
<luke of York, 827 ; appointed lord high 
admiral under Canning, which dlfice he 
resigns under Wellington, 

Clarendon, earl of, high church under 
Charles 11., 219 ; iinpeacheil of high 
treason, 224; deprived of the great seal, 
generally unpopular, 22S; his wriiiiigs 
void of truth, ib. 

Clarke. Mary Anne, examinatluii of, in the 
house of commons respecting the duke 
of York, 68.> ; obtains a service of plate 
belonging to the liouilums, (»86 ; her ac- 
tion against colonel Wardle, tl88 ; s. n- 
leiiced to iinpiisonmeiit for a libel, 711. 
Claudius, emperi>r, inv.ides Britain. 3. 

Clay, Mr., his committee of inquiry on 
joint sto k hanks, 990; hi:* motion 
adapted by ministers, 1000 ; motion on 
Danish claims, 1003 ; motion hir a fixed 
duty on corn, 1021. 

Cli-.ruy calumniate William Uufiis, 26 ; 
could not preVtii I against luiig-tocd .shoes, 
tb . ; dispute Hbout investiture, 28 ; lieadi d 
by Thomas a Becket, 34 ; persecute the 
})iiblican8, 33; affray among, at York, 
ih. ; lay-fees of, seized for taxe; . 33 ; 
exemption of from taxes complained of, 
73 ; possess uiie-third of the lamls of the 
kiugd.iiti, 74; cummons under liei.ry 
V. petition to sei/.o their lauds. 80 ; 
privileges of, confirmed by Kdward IV. j 
exemption from punishment^ im- 
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pediment to course of justice, 114; 
adjudged guilty by Henry Vlll. of pre- 
muriire in applying to Home, 118; con- 
form to reformed worship under Eliza- 
beth^ rather than lose their preferments, 
143 ; gift of prophecy pretended to, 148 ; 
Jong parliament resolves they have no 
power to make canons to bind the laity, 
i83; obtain elective franchise by being 
taxed with laity, 22 ) ; dispute in cou 
vtication under Anne, whether they could 
proceed criminally,320 ; absurd disputes 
of, 325 ; inflame the Jacobite prejudices 
of the people, 335; number of in tim 
commission of the peace, iy72. 

Cleik, John, author of a work on naval 
tactics, 706. 

Clerkenweil sessions-hoiise founded, 513. 

( llerkenwell priory, 3 1 . 

Clive, lord, wins the battle of Plassey, 44S ; 
his melancholy death, 492. 

Clock first rneiitioned, 52. 

Clogher, bishop of, charge of sodomy, 800. 

Closterseven, conventiui; of, 448. 

Coachmakers’ hall, no-popery meeting, 516. 

Coal, first mention of, 50; 'said to infect 
the air, 53; first combination to raise 
the price ot, 151. 

Coal locomotive engine, patent for, 7G6. 

Coats of arms first used, 39. 

Cobhftt, William, tried for a libel on lord 
Ilardwicke, 661 ; action against, for au 
assault, 088 : sentenced to pay a fine 
of 1000/., and he imprisoned two years, 
693; Weekly Register attains a sale of 
50.000 copies, 739 ; leaves London for 
America, 740; returns from America, 
751 ; Mr. Wright obtains a venlict 
against, 1000/.. 785; carries the Nor- 
hdk petition, 803; receives a sil.er 
medal. 808; acipiitted in 1831, 011 trial 
for a hbi 1. 905 ; moves resolutions con- 
demn itory of Heel’s bill, 938 ; his death 
and biographical character. 975. 

C«»chrane, lord, cdected for Westminster 
678 ; implicated in stock-exchange 
fraud, 711; severe sentence on, 711; 
esc ipes from his impri^onmenr, 717 ; 
fine paid by a penny subscriptioii, 721 ; 
presents Spatields petition with 24.000 
signatures. 739 ; appointetl to coininaiu.' 
Chilian squadron, 752; repiil>ed in an 
attack on the Acropolis, 830. 

Cochrane, sir .Moxander, plans the buniiii jr 


of Washington, 7 15. 

Coin, abimilaiit in tlie Roman period, 7 ; 
barbarous puaislimtuit tor adulier.iting, 
.30 ; first of pure gold issued, 48 ; imjMir- 
taiit changes in. by Kdward III.. 65; 

mode of coining. 66; shillings fir t coin- 
ed. 107 ; great improvement ot, under 
Elizabeth. 161 ; copper coin made, 168; 
(luantitv of, under James I.,l 7 incivaso 
during Charles 1., 197; farthings made. 
I current under Charles IL, 2.il ; cilectof 
I discovery ot .Vniericaii mines, 24'^; gieat 
4 G 2 



118S 


INDKK. 


re-coinage of silver under William III., 
282 ; ]>ruclainatioii of George 1. prohi- 
biting guineas to be current exceeding 
twenty-one shillings, 357 ; quantity 
coined under George II., (>07 ; rise of 
value of, in 1810, 690; sovere gos 
issued, 7*11 f double sovereigns made 
current, 807 ; quantity of gold and 
silver coined from 181o to 1830, 801 ; 
ditto from 1830 to 1837, 1042. 

Coining, a woman burnt for, in 1789, in 
London, 548. 

Coke, Mr. (earl of Leicester), mutton 
against pension of C'olonel Bari4, 523. 
Coke, Sir Edward, speaker of the com- 
mons, Ktisabeth's haughty reply to, 
132; marries his daughter to tlie duke 
of Buckingham, 170. 

Colburn, Zerah, extraordinary calculator. 
702. 

Colchester (Abbott), lord, def ats Mr. 
Grattan’s motion on catholic claims, 
707 ; resigns the spe<ikcrship of the 
commons, 740; his death and set vices, 
846. 

Cold, the influence of. sliown, 597. 
Coldhath-fields meeting, to choose a 
national convention, 933. 

Coldbath-Belds prison, management of, 
612. 

Coleridge, Pamucl Taylor, his death and 
writings, 953. 

Colet. dean, founds St. Paul’s school, 
127. 

Collingwood, admiral, death of, 694. 
Colonial statistics, returns of, 1076. 

Colonial slavery, abolition oi’, 938 ; See 
jifrican Slavf&. 

Columbian republic established, 752. 
Columbus, large American ship, SIT). 
Columbus, sails on his memorable voyage 
to America, 106. 

Combennere, lord, takes Bhurfpovc, 822. 
Comet steam-boat riiii <lown, 819. 
CoMMKHCB, Saxon law for eucour.'iging, 15 ; 
Kdward III. promotes, ;)9 ; merchants 
commissioned to gunrd the >eHS, 75 ; 
impeded by internal duties, 109; navi- 
gation acts of Ktchard 1., iV/. ; Italy, a 
like supremacy in the thirteenth, as 
England in the nineteenth cviitury, llO; 
factories estahlishi'd tm the continent, 
lA. ; commercial tieaty, example of, in 
Henry VTI.. lA.; decline of Hanseatic 
league, 160; old cities deciine, and 
manufacturers settle in places having 
local advantages under Klizabelh, tA. ; 
mercantile marine in 16 h ce ntury, 161 ; 
exports and imports under James I., 
169; ditto under CJiares II., 224; im- 
ports from France, ditto, 232 ; ^tate of 
commerce under the last o‘’ the StuartH, 
264; in 1688. ex{Hiruaiid imports, 2b6; 
commerce and shipping under George 
1., .384; jietitious on the colonial trade, 

under George ll*i 400; commetee 


under George II., 457 ; crisis of 1763, 
472; commerce from 1760 t<i 1774, 493; 
exports and imports in 1773, 49.5 ; emn' 
merce and manufactures, from 1775 to 
1784, .532; progress of, from 1784 to 
1792, .566; commercial credit bill, on 
the breaking out of the French war, 
.582; effrcts of the war, from 1793 to 
1802, 6.34; part of carrying trade of 
Holland obtained, ih, ; eflects of Berlin 
decrees and orders in council, 090; 
cotnuiercial distress in 1811, issue of 
exchequer-bills to relieve, 695; com- 
merce during the second period of the 
French revolutionary war, 724; German 
commercial league, 971 ; abolition tif 
Methuen treaty with Portugal, 979 ; 
commercial monopolies of France, in 
183), 987; mercantile re-action of 
18.36, 1015; question hetween the pro- 
vincial banks and bank of Kiiglmid, ,i ,, ; 
spcculiilions of the great American 
huuses. 1016 ; commerce during ivi r,, 
of William IV., 1031 ; commerciid 
activity meusMied by aggregate of ex- 
poits and imports, i!>. ; exports and 
iinjMirts from 1830 to 1837; countries to 
which tliL* enormous exports of 18.36 
were shipped, 1033; iucrease in the ex- 
port of the raw, and iinpcrfecily manu- 
factured article, i6. ; causes of this 
mercantile revolution, 1031; great in- 
crease of the trade with lieland, lA. ; 
statement of exports to, and imports 
from, that kingdom since the unlim.tA. , 
exports to the United States of America, 
J0.J5; commerce of tlie (htfl*rent ports 
of the kingdom, m 1835 and 1837, lA. 
See Shiff/’it/f/, 

Commons, Housi: or, origin of, 29; con- 
stitution of, deflned m Henry HI. ,46; 
coinliine a gram of supply with a redress 
of grievances, 47 ; lirsl meeting when 
represiMitatives of cummon.s present in 
parliament, 48 ; writ suniinoning, K<1- 
ward 1., 51 ; separation of, from the 
lords, lA. ; to be held once a year, 55 ; 
contended that one e^^tate cannot rax the 
orlit-r, in Edward III.’h reign, 58; cu- 
rious instance of statistical ignorance. 
62; lawyers ineligible to sit, 6.3 ; second 
instance of parli.iinentary ini) eachineiit, 

69 ; defective title of Henry IV. fiivoin- 
uble to encroachments of. 72; judges nut 
allowed to plead command of tlie crown, 
lA. ; refuse to grant supply till petitions 
be answered ; require remov.ds Iroiii 
r<»yal household ; appoint their own 
tn asurer, to see supplies expeiuled, /•*; 
illiterate parliament, 74 ; empower 
merchants to guard the sens, 75 ; Ilemy 
IV. onlers servile members to he re- 
turned by sheiifTs. without reganl 1« 
votes, lA.; petition Henry V. to smu 

the church lands, which are eiuinn rah*< , 

bOi franchise limited to forty -sin' bog 
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freelioUlerR, 84; nominates 

members of council, *6.; parliament of 
bats and *Uubs, 85; Henry Vll.^ having; 
little need of money, seldom applied 
to parliament, 103 ; humiliation of by 
Henry Vlll., 112; pass an insolvent act 
in favour ».f the k i^, 118; peeis’ eldest 
sous begin to sit, and first journal 
tu be taken, 129 ; protest ants ex* 
eluded from, by cpjeen Mary, 134; 
authority of pope re-established, and 
laws against hereiics revived, 135; Eli- 
sabeth sends list of court candidates to 
returning officers, 143 ; order a fast, 
reprimanded by Elizabeth for presninp- 
tion, 143 ; urge the execution of Mary 
cpieen of Scuts, as they did every other 
seventy of this reign, 1 49 ; haiu^hty re- 
ply «)f <pieen to their speaker. Coke, in 
Inspect of liberty of spcecii, 15*2 ; mem- 
bers not to come to the house in spurs, 
155 ; discussion on monopolies, anti 
the evasion of taxes by noliility, «7>. ; 
make a collection for the poor, 156; 
sentence a man to ride backwaid, hold- 
ing a horse’s tail, 171 ; hostdity to j»a 
pists, 172; r^embers receive wages in 
James’s reign, ih,\ begin the contest 
with Charles I., 176; petition of right 
presented, 178; four members arrested, 
179 ; long parliament met. 183 ; resolves 
clergy no power to make canons, 183; 
(diaries comes to the house to seize five 
members, 184; comiiunis order trained- 
bands to attend the house, 185; declare 
to be traitors those who aid the king, 
186 ; take up money upon loans, lA, ; 
begin to raise forces, i'/. ; a new great 
seal made, 189; order no «piarter to 
be given to the Irish, 190; having 
gut possession of the kini through 
tlie treachery of the Scots, they vainly 
try to disband the army, 19*2; Prides 
purge, 195; vote of ibe coriimuns de- 
clared equivalent tu law without the 
assent of the lords, ib . ; resolve that the 
house of lords is useless, 200 (see Com- 
nioHweuiih) ; rate of a tax not allowed 
to be altered by the lords, ‘230 ; writs 
iiuder the great seal declared Irregular, 
‘231; great bribery. 232, *238 ; papists 
excluded, ‘234; aggregate privato pro- 
perty of the iiieiiibets, 235; ret use 
supplies till bill for excluding duke ot 
York becomes law, 238 ; members meet 
armed at Oxford, 239; debates on 
Orange revolution, 263 ; gross cor- 
ruption discovered in the house, 281 ; 
members bind themselves to revenge 
death of the king. 283; pnx-ei dings on 
sir John Fenwick’s case, ‘284; curious 
debate on a word, 304 ; cose of Hendon, 
305 ; landed qualification proposed in 
lieu of a pluce-biil, 306 ; accuse Ibe 
lords of infringing the preiogative 
umltr Anne, 307 ; great muster on 


choice of a speaker, 310; member ex- 
pelled for a book on episcopal translation, 
313 ; first parliament after Scolcli 
union met, 315 ; addresses the queen to 
marry, 316 ; elective voting by ballot 
carried in commons, but rejected in the 
lords, 319; inquiry into South Sea 
bubble began, 364 ; list of delinquents, 
36.), 366; debates carried on with 
much bitterness, owing tu pamphlet* 
eering, 401 ; members’ votes bought to 
sanction peace of 1763, 470; members 
brought to vote in blankets, 472 ; afiair 
of VVilkes, 478 ; half a million spent in 
bribing members to support the Ameri- 
CHii war, 519 ; contest on the India bill of 
Mr. Fox, 526 ; a member sentenced to 
stand in the pillory, 529 ; debate on 
Mr. Pitt’s commercial treaty with 
France, 543; question mooted in 1790. 
whether an impeachment is abated 
by a dissolution, 554 ; imprisonment of 
Mr. (xale Junes, and disputes of privileg»i 
. theiiee arising, 691 ; vote in favour of 
literature, 80l) ; pensions and offices 
held by members, lA. ; statement of vole< 
in 1821, 804; great pressure of bu.diie.ss, 
818 ; election and composition of the first 
reformed commons, 928 ; decision of the 
house on atfinnations of Quakers, 931 ; 
regulations on petitions and attendance, 
931 ; close of first reform session, and 
summary of business, 937 ; houses 
of parliament burnt, ^958 ; singular 
cause of adjournment, 972 ; discussion 
on the right of the commons to enforce^ 
a search for papers in possession of 
private persons, 982; resolutions for 
taking ilowii names of members on 
divisions, and auiheniic list of votes, 
996 ; mt)tion fur admitting ladies to the 
debates, lOOO; alteration in mode of 
adiiiissiou to the commons’ gallery. 
1004; free coiifereiico with the lords, 
1005 ; Mr. Charlton’s imprisonment, 
bn acli of privilege, 1017 ; Messrs. Han- 
sard prosecuted tor libel contained in a 
parliumentarv paper, 1018: tabular 
staieiiients iilustraiive of the progress 
ami constitution of the commons, 1061 ; 
distribuiion of elective fraiicliise and 
parliamentary patronage beloie the re- 
form bill, 1062; list of disfranchised 
boroughs, 1063; number of registered 
electoVsin 1832-4-5-7. 1(164; volumes 
of sessional pai>ers printed in each year, 
from 1801 to 1837 mclnsive, I06o; 
number of petitions presented trom 
1785 to 1830. »A.; public and private 
business, and lUiratiou of each session, 
from 1806 to 1832, 1060.-1 or publica- 
tion of parliament.iry debates, see 

CoMMONwr/i’Tii OK Knoi.ano ; two purties, 

^ n "styUMi....s u,.a i..aepen.IenK s.nvo 
lor aLiitU'UCy I'Jb; ii.depKi.J. u s, l.j 
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superior energy^ and the aid of the 
anny^ forcibly exclude their rivals from 
parliament, 199 ; in their turn are cir- 
cumvented l)y Cromwell and the soldiery. 
ib , ; affords a lesson of political mode- 
ration, 200; Diggers, who held the 
earth ought to be in common, ih , ; adul 
tery made a capital offence, 201 ; aus- 
terities practised, ib. ; desperate naval 
battles between Blake and Tromp, 203 : 
commonwealth dissolved by the expul- 
sion of the long parliament, and the 
usurpation of Cromwell, 204 ; princi(>les 
of the levellers, ib, ; motives of the 
contending parties in the civil war, 207 ; 
government devolved on a cjuiicil, tb, ; 
sea-light between the Dutch and 
English, ib. ; Cromwell s instrument of 
government, 2 OS ; he is made protector 
for life, 210 ; public revenue of the three 
kingdoms, ib. ; republicans not recon- 
ciled to his usurpation, 211 ; divisions 
of tlie kingdom into military districts, 
ib. ; order against publishing news- 
papers without leave of secretary of state, 
211 ; writs issued to constitute a house 
of lords, which he opens in ])erson, 213 ; 
the protector dies ; state of parties, 214 ; 
Richard removed from protector.-ihip, ib. ; 
public debts, 215 ; insurrection of the 
'sealed knot,’ t6. , long parliament re- 
sumes the government, t6. ; Monk arrives 
with his army from Scotland, 21G ; coii- 
veutiun parliament met; republicans 
had been shunned in the elections, 217 ; 
Charles II. procluMned, tb. ; statement of 
the revenues of the commonwealth, 218 ; 
causes of its downfall, tb. See CrotnweU. 

Conaiit, sir Nathaniel, police-magistrate, 
found guilty of conspiracy, 797. 

Conde, prince of, his death, 901 ; suit to 
annul his will, 908. 

Condorcet, his impracticable plan of a 
const itiition, 580 ; his melancholy death, 
587. 

Confederatinu of the Rhine, 672, 

Congress of sovereigns at Tropjiaii and 
Laybach, 785 ; ditto at Verona, 802. 

Congreve, sir William, his death, 844. 

Conquest of Wiliiaiii I., its effects, 22. 

Constantine born at York, 4. 

Constitutional association established in 
l>20, 786; persecutions by, 788. 

Convention of Ciutra, 683. 

Convict-hulk, accidtuit to, 848. 

Convocati m, disputes in, under Anne, 320 ; 
last meeting of the assembly, 355. 

Co«>k, captain, celebrated circumnavigator, 
killed at Owbyhee, .512 ; death of his 
widow, 989. 

Cooper, sir A., removal of hip-joint by. 810. 

Coorg, rajah of, warfare with, 948. 

Copenhagen, attack on. and cat dure of 
the Danisn fleet by England in 1801, 
626 ; attack on, in 1807, 679, ^ : 

Ciqieiihageiioftelds, public meeting, 595 * ' 


do., 596 ; great meeting of trade-anion 
ists, 948. 

Cojpyright act of queen Anne, 330 ; deci- 
sion of lords on, in 1773, 490; London 
booksellers* bill on, 491 ; prerogative 
copyrights, 911. 

Corder, William, convicted of murder, 

839. 

Corfe Castle, murder at, 16. 

CouN, exported to Germany, 4 ; scarcity 
of, in queen Mary’s reign, 136 ; rlitto, 
under Elizabeth, 146 ; dearth of seven 
years, under W’^illiam 111., 280 j 

export so great under GJeorge II., 
freight rose to 45s. per ton, 406 ; ex- 
port in 1735,410; quantity of, barely 
equal to domestic commniption about 
1774,494; resolution of ministers luit 
to eat fine w beaten bread in 1795, 594; 
regrating, opinion of judges on, 621 ; 
bill for alteration of trade in, by Mr. 
Western, 66 1 : resolutions in 1815, 717 ; 
Mr. Hume proposes graduated corn- 
duty, 947 ; diminution of imports in the 
reign of William IV ., 991. 

Corn-exchange, London, opened, 838. 

Corn-laws, reluctance to apply tree-trade 
principle to, 856. 

Cornwall, first duke of, 59. 

Cornwallis, marquis, surrenders at York 
Town to general Washington, 519 ; be- 
comes viceroy of Ireland, 610; his 
death, 666. 

Coronation of Charles L, 177 ; of Jvunes 
11., 253; of George 1., 339; splendul 
one of George IV., 791 ; of William 
IV., 905. 

CurporatiQu reform. Sec Jlfumvipa/, 

Corporation and test acts repealed, 837. 

Corsica united to England, 588. 

Corunna, battle of, 685. 

Costume, of the ancient Britons, 6; of 
Henry IV., 78 ; dress at the Retbrniatiou. 
138 ; curious proclamation concerning, 
under Elizabeth, 146-7 ; dress of that 
reign, 162 ; needles and pins in use ; 
silk and worsted hose, 163; heard on 
the wane, ib. ; dress under Charles 11., 
249; improvements in the eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries, 759 ; general 
improvement in the reign of Willium 
IV., 1037. 

Cottenham, lord, obtains the great seal. 
992 ; his bills for improving the court ul 
chancery, 1000. 

Cotton manufacture, inventions for iia 
roveineiit of, 494; amount of, in i7i'> l ; 
32 ; increase in yarn expoitetl, ltl43 ; 
v;ilue of, and number of people empluyed 
in, 1039. 

Cotton-spinners, dispute with employer-, 
744. 

Cottu, M., his hook, recommending m 
1830 a dictatorship in France. 867. 

County- rates, returns of in 1792 — 1832* 

3079 .^ 
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Courland, vassalage abolished by Alex- 
ander, 745. 

Court of requests erected in London, 116. 

Court of king’s bench erected, 63. 

Court, inns of, established, 64. 

Court of common pleas, 63. 

Courts of justice, annual expense of, in 
1836, 1072. 

Coutts, Thomas, rich banker, his will, 
798. 

Covent-garden theatre, beginning of the 
P. row, 6S9 ; settlement of, lA. 

Coventry, sir John, mutilation of, by the 
courtiers under Charles 11., 230. 

Cowig stakes, position of, discovered, 825. 

Cowper, lord, discontinues custom of re- 
ceiving a new-year’a gift as lord chan- 
cellor, 310. 

Cow pox introduced, 619; institution for 
promotion of, 653. 

Cox, Walter, pilloried in Dublin for re- 
commending a dissolution of the union, 
696. 

Cracow, intervention of Russia, Prussia, 
and Austria with, in 1836, 997. 

Craggs, the Messrs., implicated iu South 
Sea affair, 366-7. 

Craniology started by Dr. Gall. 675, 

Cranmer and Latimer incline towards the 
reformation, 120 ; assist Henry VI II, in 
his divorces, 121. 

“ Creation” performed by the parish clerks, 
75. 

Cressy, victory of, 61. 

Cribh, Thomas, his pugilistic contest, 697. 

/>ickiade, ancient school there, 10. 

Ckimrs, ellect of peace and war on. in 
1760, 488; number of convictions at 
the did Bailey, from 1760 to 1774, 495 ; 
<lo. to 1784, 532; coiumittals in 1805, 
667 ; progress of crime in tlie nine- 
teenth century, 1053; causes of the 
greater number of crimes against pro- 
perty ill England than in other coun- 
liies investigated, lA. ; comparative 
results of war, and of increasing riches, 
1054; statement of the iiiimher of com- 
mittals, and proportion of, to the popu- 
lation in each year from 1805 to 1837 
inclusive, 1055; better classification of 
the criminal returns since 1S33, lA. ; 
statistics of crime questionable criteria 
of public morals, 1056 ; slow increase 
of female otienders, evidence .against 
a general depravation of national cha- 
racter, lA. ; number of males ami females 
committed, lA. ; diminution of capital 
punishments, and its tciulency, »A. ; 
increase of crime in 1837, 1057 ; com- 
parison of crime in the maniif ictnring 
and agricultural counties, lA. ; increase 
of the metropolitan and manufac- 
turing population primary cause of the 
increase of crime since the peace of 
Amiens, 1058 ; compatible with a 
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higher standard of morals and happi- 
'ness, lA, ; cause of excess of crime iu 
educated districts accounted for, lA. ; 
increase of crime in rural districts, in 
1837, 1059; centesimal proportion of 
educated and uneducated criminals, lA. ; 
committals by the metropolitan police, lA. 

Crocodile, skeleton of, found in Glouces- 
tershire, 671. 

Croft, sir R., accoucheur of the princess 
Charlotte, sudden death of, 743. 

Croker, Mr., states that reform is not pe- 
titioned for, 872. 

Crtunpton, Mr., invents the mule ieniiv. 
494. 

Ckouwxi.l, Oliver, denounces armiuianism 
in the cuminoiis, 179; defeats the king's 
troops at Islip bridge, 191 ; bravery of at 
Nasehy, lA. ; discourages any treaty 
with the king, 194 ; overcomes the par- 
liament, by artful management of the 
soldiery, 199; preaches in the chapels 
about town, 201 ; takes Drogheda by 
sttirm, lA. ; defeats the Scots at Diiiihar, 
202 ; defeats prince Charles at Worceh- 
ter, iff. ; resides at Hampton Court, 203 ; 
expels the long parliament, and usurps 
the sovereignty, 204 ; tries to maintain 
the forms of free government, but every 
semblance of constitutional power in- 
compatible with his despotism, 205; his 
rule signalized by vigilance and energy, 
206 ; his character, lA. ; his instriiinent 
of government, 208 ; visits the city in 
regal state, 209 ; eticpiette at the protec- 
toral court, lA. ; life endangered in driv- 
ing his own carriage, 210 ; made lord 
piotector for life, lA. ; Dutcli caricature 
of, 211; unable to conciliate the repuli- 
licaiis, lA. ; abortive effort to make 
him.self king, 212; his treiison laws, 
/A. ; banishes prostitutes and others to 
the West Indies, lA. ; employment of 
spies ; declares the life of a sht pherd 
happier than his own, 213; dies at 
Whitehall, 21 4 ; his issue, 217 ; exlumi- 
ation of his remains as a regicide, 
222 ; also those of his mother aod 
daugliter, 223. 

Cromwell, Thomas, visits the monasteries 
under Henry VIII., 119. 

Cross-bows first used. 39. 

Ooyland abbey, riches of. 15 ; its library, 
25. 

Crusade lo the Holy Land, 26; Ricliard 
1., devotion to, 37. 

CuUoden, battle of, 431. 

(himberland, princess of, pretended, 794. 

Cumberland, duke of, attempt to assas- 
sinate, by Sellis, 692 ; his marriage, 
720 ; revival of the calumny against, 934. 

(’urfew hell, established, 24; not a mark 
of seivitiide, 25. 

Curran, ,Iohn Philpot, his death, 741. 

Currants, from Zante, planted, 119. 
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Currency qucsiinn, opinions on, 799. 
Curwen, John, agriculturist, death ot*, 843. 
CustouiohouKe ol* London, burnt, 711 ; 
new one rebuilt, 741 ; long room gives 
way, 817. 

D. 

Dacre, lady, nocfuriial robbery of, 663. 
Dale, David, educatioual experiments at 
New Lanark, 560. 

Dalryiiiple, sir liiigh, concludes the con- 
vention of Cintra. 683. 

Danbv, earl, impeached, 235 ; admitted to 
bail, 243. 

Dance, commodore, receives .50.000/. from 
East India company for gallant conduct, 
662. 

Damiens attempts to assassinate Louis 
XV., 447. 

Danegeld tax introduced, 16; clergy 
exeinjit from, 18; re-establi.shed by 
William 1., 24. 

Danes invade for plunder, 7 ; danegebl, 
tax of. 16; massucic of. ib. 

Dangerfield, his punishment and de.itli, 
253, 

Danish claims, origin and amount of. 1003. 
Dantoii, the <leinagogue, executed. 587. 
JJantzic, surrenders to the allies, 711. 
DardaneDes, passage of, 677. 

Darien, Scotch cuinpany try to settle there, 
287. 

Darnley, lord, blown up with gunpowder, 
144. 

Darnley, earl, his accidental death. 965. 
Dart plot against George 111.. 5tS9. 
Daiiford powder-mills, explosion, 930. 
Dartinour, attempted escape of Aiiu iic.'in 
prisoners, 717. 

Dauphin of France dies in the Tempic, 
594. 

D.ividsoti fined on trial, 781. 

Davy, sir II., decuiuposeH alkalies. ti81; 
elected president of the Royal Socieiy, 
785 ; expeiiineiits on the pa/zyri. 802. 
Dawks, famous newspaper editor, 1044. 
Day, Thomas, his death, .550. 

Dead animals used to drive aw'ay pisii- i 
ience, 25. 

Dead-weighi annuity, 799. 

Deaf and dumb per^on8 in Europe, 942. 

De all forest, destruction of euelumnes, 904. 
Deaths. See Obihiary. 

Deccan prize-money, distribniion of, 837. 
Declaring, ancieiUmodeof preaching, luo. 
Declared and official value of exports ex- 
plained, 756. 

Dee, John, the BSlicl<»ger, 159. 

D.^iendtrs, in Ireland, 579. 

Defoe, Daniel, his Giving Alma no Cha- 
rity,'’ 386 ; his death. 400. 

Deluge, dread of, in Henry VHL, 117. 
Denman, lord, appointed solid tor-generul 
to (|ueen Caroline, 781 ; defence of her 


mujosty, 7S4 ; becomes coir.mon srr. 
jeunt of London, 798 : disiutennent of 
John Hampden by, 839; opinion of on 
the privilege of house of cum'inuus m 
libel, 1018. 

Denmark, new constitution given toby the 
king in 1835, 983. 

D'Eiighien, duke, exeentiou of, 659 ; 
solemn requiem for, in London, 6^J0. 

D*l* ntraignes, murder of, 703. 

D*Kon, chevalier, trial as to his sex, 506 ; 
death of, 694. 

Dejueciatioii of money in 1810, 690. 

Deslandes, M., his researches on popu- 
lation ill Europe, 443. 

Despard, colonel, with 36 others, detected 
in a treasonable conspiiacy, 632; tii.d 
and execution of, 6') 3. 

Dessalines crowned emperor id’ lla\ti, 
663 ; his death. 672. 

“ Dieii et mon droit,” tiist used, 60. 

Diggers, a sect of levellers in Cromweirs 
time, who held the earth ought to be in 
cuminon, 200. 

Direetory in Franco established, 594 ; 
dissolved by linoiiaparte, 617. 

DisshNTKUs, miinher of, in William lll.'s 
reign, 267; bill for relief of iion-contoiin- 
iiig schoolmasters. 487 ; debate in 
1785,011 repeal of test and corporation 
acts, 543; interview of leaders of, with 
earl Grey, 945 ; meeting on church- 
rates, 1017; nuiiiher of pl tces of wor- 
ship belonging to, in each county,. 1071 

Divorce cases, two remurkuule ones, 752. 

Diving-bell, accident by, 525. 

Ducks, London, 6rst stone laid, 631 ; ac- 
count of, ami East and West India. 658. 

Dodd, Dr., found guilty of forgery, 5U0. 

Dodsley, James, his will and death, 601. 

Dogger-bank, battle of, 519. 

Don Miguel arrives iii England, 834; 
usurps the Poi Uiguese throne, 841 ; dr- 
feuted by the Fedroites, 9i3d ; his expul- 
sion, 949. 

Dunatty, Mrs., murder of, 797, 

Donegal, muripiis, originates the luw 
marriage act, 8b0. 

Donellan, captain, hung at Warwick, 1 ('U. 
See O' M earn, 

Duuinuday-houk, fiist, by Alfred, 11; da - 
scribed, 25. 

Dorchester, countess of, mistress of Janu s 
11., iiianies bzrd Foriiiiure, 255. 

Dorchester labourers, conviction of, for ille- 
gal oailih. 9 17. 

Dover castle, ancient well discoveied, 1*97. 

Downing, Sir Ci., his marital case, 311. 

Downing college incorjmrated, (i22, 

Drakard, J„ punished for a lil)»'l,697. 

Drake, Sir F., returns from his liist voyage 
of discovery, 147 ; plunders Caithageua, 
149 ; t.ike> out 1100 gentlemen, ailo^>^'y 
.350 return, 151 ; attacks Uiiiieii, 153. 
j Dresden, battle of, between Napoleon and 
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aWxttA avmitts, 703 •, surtcivlxivi toUie ^ 

aWies, 70D. 

Drew, Samuel, inetapliysic'ian, his death, 

\m. 

Drill husbandry iiitruduced, 458. 

Drinking, Saxon law ul‘, 16. 

Druids, barbarous rites, 1 ; extermination 
of, 3 ; the only learned men, 7. 

Drunkenness, instances of dreadful effects 
of, 688. 

Dublin theatre, riot at, 802. 

Dublin university founded, 56; endowed 
by Elizabeth, 152. 

Duckworth, sir John, fails in his mission 
to iJje Porte, 677. 

Dudley, earl 04 Leicester, becomes favourite 
of queen Elizabeth, 143; poisoned, 151 ; 
his mean character, ifj. 

Dudley, sir 11. Date, his rencontre at the 
Adelphi tavern, 505 ; iiis death, 810. 

Dudley, earl of (^VVard), his death, 031, 

Duelling with small swords began, 150. 

Durnblaine, battle of, 346. 

Dumourier, general, wins the battle of 
Geinappe, 563 ; invades Holland, 580 ; 
his treachery and escape to the Austrians, 
581 ; ordered io quit England in 21 
hours, 58 i; his death, «S04. 

Duncan, admiral, his victory of Oanqujr- 
doxvn, 606. 

Duiicannon, lord, assists in prepaiiag first 
draft of the reform hill, 872. 

Diindas, colonel, shot by a iid»lH.T, 583. 

Diinganiion, convention of, 522. 

Dungarvan, lord, tried for stealii.g, 555. 

Donning, Mr., motion of, in court of kmg*s 
bench, 50 4; his resolution on the intlu- 
ence of the crown, 516; mistake of, im 
the result of American independence, 520; 
his death and politics, 526. 

Duns Scotiis, his defence of the immac«da*e 
conception, 89. 

Duiistaii, St., his policy, 15. 

Dnrliam see founded, 10. 

Durham, lord, motion on parliamentary re- 
loriii, 790; subscribes 1000/. fur Spamsli 
iiulependence, 806 ; intrusted wiihothers 
witli preparation of reform bill, 872; 
sails on an embassy to Russia, 920 ; 
changes in consequence, 932; decl.ires 
in favour of the ballot and househoid 
Ml II rage, 957 ; dinner to, at Gl.isguiv, 
958 ; could not pass the Dardanelles lu 
an armed vessel, 978. 

Dutch sad up the Medway^ burning the 
Liighsh ships, 2*28. 


E. 

Karthcpiake in Herefordshire, 145, 

Kaster, dispute on observance of, 9. 

K.isT Indiks, first attempt to trade there, 
152; first company formed, 154; iiexv 
act to, under king Widiam, 28J; obtain 


a cliavlev fur \ucoTpui*al\ng Bombay ami 
Port William, 379; baule oi PUssey, 
448; abuses in 1772 discovered, 488 ; 
acts passed in 1773, to regulate the com- 
pany ; number of pruprietors, 490 ; pro- 
ceeding of Warren Hastings in the hast, 
505; imprisonment of lord Pigot, 515; 
peace of Chuoar concluded, 519 ; India 
hills of the coalition minuiry of Norih 
and Fox, 526 ; peace with Tippoo S.iih, 
558; income and expenditure in 1791, 
565 ; directors prohibited from trading 
in private capacity, 591; docks esta- 
blished, 658 ; first stone laid, 664 ; peace 
with Holkur, 667 ; rnuttny at Vellore, 
672 ; renewal, in 1813, ot the charter, 
707 ; successful government of the mar- 
quis of Hastings, 742; resolutions lor re- 
newal of charter in 1833 introduced in 
the house of commons, 934; new cliarter 
of t lie company, 939; war witli the ra- 
jah of Coorg, 948; claim of tnarirnno 
ufficeis negatived, 996 ; revenui* and i x- 
penditure Horn 1810 to 1831. 1073; ex- 
ports and imports, jirivme trade, 107 J; 
effects of opening trade to Cliiiia, 1075. 

Eaton, Daniel, tried for publishing “ Hog’s 
Wash,” 580 ; sixth conviction of, 700. 

Ecclesiastical statistics, reveaues of iho 
English and Irish churches, and uistri- 
but ion of them, 1066. 

Economy and retrenchment, Mr, Hume’s 
l»roposal<> on, 790. 

Edgar rowed by tributary kings, 16. 

Kilinburgli, city, postage of letters before 
the Union, 333; projected iiiijiroveinents 
in 1752, 441 ; raises regiments to su]»- 
port war against revolted American co- 
lonies, 507 ; riot in the theatre, 587 ;• fes- 
tival gi\eii to earl Grey, 957. 

Kdiiilnirgh Review, its iuliuence on society 
735. 

Kdimindsbury, Suffolk, fiunded, 17. 

Kol CATION, progress of, to 1216,43; ca- 
thedral schools, 44; beginning of schools 
of popular iii^ti action iii Henry VI., 87 ; 
progress of, from 1216 to 1458, 91; 
learning despised, 101 ; nut promoted by 
Elizabt?ih, 160; charity schools, institu- 
tion of, 385 ; Sunday schools established, 
520; Dale's experiments at New Lan- 
ark, 560; National school society in>ti- 
liited, 698; three systems of education 
jiropagated in 1818, 747 ,* Deli and 
Lancaster's schemes of mutual instruc- 
tion, 756 ; infant scliools, i/». ; Kolieit 
Owen's rational system, i6. ; geiieriil ac- 
count of stale of eilucation in 1820, 786 ; 
iiistiliitiim of the Society for the Diliu- 
siou of Useful Knowledge, 834 ; progress 
of edixaliomluring the reign ol George 
IV., 860 ; M. tiuizot s plan of popul.ir 
education, 929; amount of chariiahle 
funds applicable to, in England and 
Wales, 1081. 

Eowauu L> warlike and politic prince, 50 ; 
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his claim of sovereignty over Scotland 
ib, ; equitable principle of taxation, 51 , 
his coronation, 52 ; declares John iialiul 
king of Scotland, 53; preparing to in- 
vade Scotland a htth time, he dies, tb. ; 
taxes, 54 ; first called lord of Ireland, 54 ; 
quarters the arms of England and France, 
tb,; his tomb, in 1774, opened, 4‘Jl, 
Euwaud II., injunctions received by, 
from his father relative to Scotland, 54 ; 
disregarded, 55 ; recalls Piers Gaveston, 
ib, ; curious letter received by, 5G ; bar- 
barousW murdered in Berkeley castle, 57. 
Edward ill., his auspicious reign, 57 ; re- 
strains power of the barons, ib,; limits 
authority of pope, ib.; limits cases of 
treason, 58 ; defeats the Scots at llali- 
don Util, 59 ; ravages Scotland, ib, ; 
seizes the estates of the Lombards, ib. ; 
ordinance against wearing arms, <in ac- 
count of afirays, ib. ; claims France, tb. ; 
muster-roll of his army, 60 ; statute of 
pruvisurs, ib, ; grand tournament at 
Windsor, ib. ; battle of Cressy, 61 ; par- 
dons the burghers of Calais, tb. ; invades 
France again, battle of Poictiers, 62 ; 
falls in love with Alice Periers, 63; d.es 
at Sheen, ib. ; taxes in hi.s reign, ib. ; 
judicial improvements, 64 ; wages of 
labourers, 66. 

Edward IV., gay licentious prince, 92 ; 
his mistresses, tb.; Jane Shore, i6. ; war 
chief national occupation, tb. ; a trades- 
man beheaded for a joke, tb.; a{>plies 
himself to administering justice and 
filling his coffers, 94; dies of a sur- 
feit, ib. 

Edward V., a minor, murdered in the 
Tower, by his uncle, duke of Gloucester, 
9.5 ; state of parties at court, tb. 

Edward VI., died a minor, 127 ; book of 
common pra\er adopted by parliament, 
129; Bible revised by Coverdale, 130; 
chantry lands seized, tb. 

Ktlward, Confessor, touches for king's evil, 
19; his laws, ib.; in 1730, genutlcctions 
at his shrine prohibited, 424. 

Egalite, Philip, father of the French king, 
beheaded, 585. 

Egbert, first king, 12. 

Egypt, Buonaparte’s expedition to, sails, 
609. See Alehemet Alt. 

Elba, Napoleon banished to, 713; escapes | 
from, 716. 

Eldon, earl of, (John Scott,) matle attor- 
ney -general, 580 ; liis traitorous corre- 
spondence bill, 581 ; a M.P. imprisoned 
for challenging. 582 ; occupies nine 
hours in statii g the case against the ac- 
cused at the state trials, 590 ; stands for 
the chanceBoi^hip of Oxford, 689; oj)- 
jioses resolution in favour of catholics, ; 
70*2; deprives Mr. Wedesley of custody 
of his children, 827 ; advances pari p««#i# 
with lord 8tuwel, in the pursuit of riches 
arui honours, 993. 


Eleanor, story of extracting poison, 40, 
crosses erected to, 52. 

Elephant, destruction of the great one at 
Exeter-change, 822. 

Elgin, lord, obtains crim. con. damages, 
680 ; his sculpltures from Greece bought 
by government, 738. 

Emzabetm, queen, her great abilities fur 
government ; her vices, 139 ; principles of 
the constitution exemplified in her reign, 
their absoluteness, 140; proclamations 
equivalent to law, 141 ; defective police 
of her reign, 142; institution of poor- 
laws, foundation of municipal order, xb , ; 
Dudley becomes the royal favourite, 143; 
39 articles of the church settled, 144 ; 
assists French protestants, 145 ; rebel- 
lion in the North, for restoration of an- 
cient worship, ib.; queen excommuni- 
cated,!/^.; two anabaptists burnt, 147* 
English papist colleges erected in 
France, ib,; torture employed, 148; Nor- 
thumberland supposed to I e assassinated 
at the instance of the court, 149 ; Ba- 
bington’s conspiracy, ib. ; execution of 
the queen of Scots, Elizabeth’s hypo- 
crisy, 149; defeat of the Sjianisli ar- 
mada, 150 ; Dudley poisoned, 151 ; 
queen's reply to Coke, speaker of coni- 
inous, 152 ; printing limited to Loin ion 
anil the two universities, 153 ; maitial 
law applied to the extirpation of vaga- 
bonds in London, ib.; violent quarrel 
with Essex, 154 ; diverts herself with 
translating Horace, tb. ; scuds Ks.>ex 
some broth, ih. ; his mad enterprise and 
execution, 155; important discussions in 
the commons on monopolies, tb. ; llai- 
rington’s description of the queen’s hy- 
pochondria, 156; will not have ‘‘a ras- 
cal’’ to succeed her, ib. ; dies, ib. ; lur 
person and accomplishments, 157 ; 
revenues, ib, ; learned men of her reign, 
158; intellectual character of the age, 
160; commerce, ib.; maritime discove- 
ries, 161 ; coin, ib. ; amusements, 
theatres, costume, 162; diet of the age, 
163 ; translation by the queen of Boethius 
discovered, 823. 

Elizabeth, sister of Louis XVT., beheaded, 
587. 

Ellenborough, lord, rules that no witness is 
bound to criminate himself, 632 ; debate 
on his cabinet appomtinent, 67 1 ; his 
dictum uu the right of criticism, 684; 
judgment un De V^nge’s ca?*.-*. of sale i t 
guineas, 697 ; severe sentence of, on lord 
Lochrane, 714; presides on the trials of 
Mr. Hone, 742; resigns the chief justice- 
ship, 745 ; his death and character, tb. 
<Jlesiiiere, lord chancellor, allowances to, 
by James 1., 166. 

Klhstoii, Mr., comedian, his death, 910, 
Emigration, committee of inquiry on, 814; 
since, 1820, number of emigrants, 
coloniirs to which they ©migrated, 1040. 
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Emmet, Robert, executed at Dublin, 657. 

Engineers, corps of, hitherto civil, begin to 
rank military, 543. 

ENai.ANo, origin of name of, 6 j crown of, 
tirst devised by will, 12; population o;, 
under the Romans, 6 ; under the Anglo- 
Saxons. 19 ; slaves and freemen, 11, 19 ; 
itinerant justices sent through, 38 ; edu- 
cation in the 13th century, 43; com- 
merce and population of, under Kliz ihcth, 
160-161 ; compared with France and 
Holland, at the death of William III., 
296. See this and other sovereigns for 
incidents under this head. 

English opera-house burnt, 852. 

Engraving and etching invented, 83. 

Enterprise, makes a voyage to India by 
steam and obtains the reward of 10,000/., 
823. 

Episcopal precedency regulated, 25. 

Equitable assurance company, assets of, 
848. 

Krfurth, conference at, 683. 

Krskine, Mr., his treaty with America dis- 
avowed, 690. 

Krskine, Thomas lord, his death and profes- 
sional life, 807; will registered, 810: 
agood specimen of Irish oratory in Eng* 
lish,876. ' 

Essex, earl of, his wihl enterprise against 
Kli 2 al)eth and death, 15'). 

Ethelbald directs reading of Scriptures, 10 ; 
marries his father’s widow, 1 2. 

Eton college, accident at. C63; fatal pugi- 
listic combat, 817. 

Eugene, prince, found dead in bed, 411. 

Evans, colonel l)e Lacy, cho.sen re))reseiita- 
tivc for Westminster, 933 ; appointed to 
command British auxiliary legion, 97d ; 
carries the Curlist fortifications at lier- 
nani, 1000; gallant defence of St. Se- 
bastian, lOll, carries Inin by assault, 
1022 ; arrives in London, 1023 

Kxci>t established by long parliament, 197 ; 
opposition to VV’^alpole’s schema, 404, 
403. 

Exeter cathedral built, 19. 

E\eter-hall, singular theft at, 972. 

Exhumation, case of, in Scotland, 806. 

iOxmoiith, admiral lord, expedition to 
Algiers, 737 ; his death, 930. 

Exports and imports. See Commerce. 

Kylau, battle of, 677. 


F. 

Factories, labour of children in. 1037 
number of cotton, wool, silk, auri tiax, in 
the United Kingdom, 1040. 

Fairfax, sir Thomaft, made general of the 
parliament forces in the civil war, 191. 

Fairlop oak burnt, 66b. 

!• airman, colonel, Orange secretary, brought 
to the bar of the commons, 982 ^ 


Fairs prohibited in churchyards, 74. 
Falconry, grand day of, 840. 

I alkland lord, one of the moderates in the 
civil war, 186 ; killed at Newbury, 189. 
Falkland islands, disoute on, with Spain, 
484. ‘ ’ 

Falkland, lord, killed in a duel. 686. 
F.ilstaffe, sir John, his difigracefnl flight, 85 
Fame, Indiaman, burnt, 814, 

Famine, great, and prices limited, 56; 

grievous one in 1439, bread made of 
^ fern roots, 86 ; in Ireland in 1822, 798. 
Farming, comparative expenses of, durin**- 
^ tlie war, 724. 

FaiTr^n, miss, retires from the stage pre- 
liminiry to her marriage with the earl of 
IXuby, 603. 

F.ishion, effects of changes of, instanced 
760. 

Fast-day, observance of ’, 657; ditto, 661. 
Fauntleroy, the banker, executed, 815. 
Feast, goodly one jirovided by archbishop 
Neville, 94. 

Felling coal-mine, explosion, 93 persons 
^ killed, 701. 

Felton executed for the assassination of the 
duke of Buckingham, 179. 

Fenning, Elizabeth, executed, 720 
Ferdinand VII. of Spain, his death, 941 ; 
origin of the dispute between the Car- 
lists and (^hristinos, t6. 

Fergusson, James, the popular letturer, 505. 
FergU'Son. sir Ronald, motion by, on queen 
Caroline’s case, 783. 

Fern, punishment of, for calling George 
L, *‘a turnip hougher,’’ 352. 

Ferrars, author of “ Mirror for Magistrates,” 
159. 

Ferrers, lord, his trial and execution, 453. 454 
Fkuual systkm of tile Normans, 23; dis 
orders of, in Stephen’s u igu, 32 ; under 
John. 40 ; under Henry V. dissolved. 79 ; 
humiliation of the great by Henry VII., 
102 . 

Fiildler, one saved by his music, 680. 
Fielding, justice, routs a nest of gamblers, 
437 ; his death, 5 1 7. 

Fieschi, his desperate attempt to assassinate 
the French king, 979 ; trial and execu- 
tion of, 994. 

Fifth-monarchy men, insurrection of, 222. 
Finance. See National Debt, Vues. 
Fiunerty, Mr., convicted of a libel on lord 
('astlereugh, 694. 

Fire and water ordeal abolished, 50 
Fire of London, great one, 227. 

Fire insurance companies ; returns of duty 
paid by, 1080. 

Fitzgerald, colonel, a seducer, kilU-d by the 
father of his victim, 60/ . 

Fitzgerald, lord, arrested at Dublin, 610. 
Fitzherbert, Mrs., marriage of pririce oI 
Waies with, convenience of the union te 
both panics, 776 ; her death, 1021. 
Fitiwilluim, earl, recalled from Ireland, 

591; meets to tight a duel, 594; dia 
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misged from the lord lieutenancy of 
Yorkshire) 751 ; his death) t7>. 
Fitzwillium, viscounty his collection of 
priatS) 738. 

Flagellants appear in En^^latid) 61. 
Fleet-market opened, 8-18. 

Fleetwood, author of the Justice of 
Peace/* in Elizabeth’s reign, 15:J. 
Fleurus, buttle of, .588. 

Fiodden field, battle of, 115. 

Flogging in the army, alteration in, 607 ; 
returns of, U-17. 

Flood, Mr., motion for reform in parlia- 
mentary representation, 552 ; his death, 
558. 

Fioridas ceued to the United States, 701. 
Flour, adulteration in', 810. 

Folkestone, lord (Radnor), his charges 
against lord Wellesley, 681. 

Fontenoy. buttle of, 428. 

Foote, Samuel, the comedian. 507. 

Forbisher sails to find a north-west pas- 
sage, under Elizabeth, 1 17. 

Foreign enlistment bill, to j)revent aid 
being g’Veii to South American state;*, 
740 ; suspended in favour of the 
Spanisli constitutionalists, 97.|. . 

Foreign loans of 1822, 802; statement of 
amjuut of, 816. 

Forged notes, makers of, executed, 700. 
Forgeries on the bank of KngUnd, 742. 
Forgery of a French newspaper, 500 ; of 
false news to operate otr the stocks, 651. 
Forma pauperis suits begin, 102. 

Fortescue, sir John, account of, 90. 
Fortunate youtli, 742. 

Forty-shilling freeholders created under 
Henry VI., 84; abolition of, in Ireland, 
845. 

Foundling hospital, subscriptions fur 
erecting, among the nobility, 417 ; 
upene<l,446; etlect of public grant to, 
4.50; state of, in 1760, 453; eiiurinous 
inottality in, 604. 

Fox, mart)' rologist, dies, 150. 

Fox, Cjiaklks Jamks, his maiden .speech, 
481 ; obtains a sear at the tr. usury 
board, 488; rlisiiiis^ed from it, 490; 
his duel, 514; his prediction about 
aiiostoi'v, 523 ; coalition with bud 
North, 525 ; India bill, 526 ; denial of 
marriage of jnincu of Wales with Mrs. 
Fitzheibert, 543; altercation with .Mr. 
liurke, 556 ; libel bill, 559 ; moves the 
resolutions of the opposition against the 
French war, 580: his means of parlia- 
mentary relurni, 608 ; struck out of the 
list of privy cotiocillors, blU; received 
at file Tuileries, 631; compand with 
Mr. Pitt, 6 43; not inchtderl in second 
Pitt miii.stry, 661 ; latroduct s the ca- 
tholic cIuimM, 665 ; junction with the 
iirerivilles, 676; rejeits offer to assas- , 
sinate Napoleon, 6/1; bis f!»-ath and 
character, 673 ; interment of, ih, ; de- 
ception practised ua by George IV.^ 


776 j his opinion of tho relations of 
France and England, 876. 

Fhancb, massacre of St. Bai*tholomcw, 
146; Henry IV. deserts the Hugue- 
nots, 152-3; imports into England 
from, under C'harles 11., ‘232; silk- 
weavers driven to England by revoca- 
tion of edict ot' Nantes, 257 ; compared 
with England and Holl.'uid at the death 
of William III., 294; exhausted by 
wars with England, 300; humiliation of 
Louis XIV., 317 ; severe measures of 
Louis XV. against reformed religion, 
337 ; deatli ami character of Louis XI V , 
343; royal bank established by Jo.bu 
Law, 353 ; refusal of the king to marry 
the infiinta causes new contineiitai 
combinations, 375; (pieen delivered *4‘ 
a fourth child, and the king only 22 
years old. 402 ; christenings and burials 
ill Jhiris, in 1740, 419 ; public revenue, 
42.3 ; death of Cardinal Fleiiiy, ih . ; 
attempt to assassinate Louis XV. by 
Damiens, 447; comparison in 1760 of her 
navy with EnglancI, 461 ; immense loss 
of life at an exhibition of tire*woik><,483 ; 
dispute with parliament, 484 meinbeis 
hanisbed, 486; death of Louis X\'., 
491 ; France ecjual to England in tiav.il 
power in first American war, 499 ; im- 
provements of Turgot, 503 ; r«*ducfitm 
in royal household, .518; terrible hail- 
storm, 546 ; M. Necker appointed mi- 
nister, ; assembly of the notables, ih. ; 
meeting of the states-general, 549 ; 
capture of the liastile, f6. ; declaration 
of rights of man puldished, 550 ; scarci- 
ty of bread, ih. ; decl.iies war against 
Austria, 55!^ ; duke of Jiriinswick’s pru- 
clamatiou, 560; stoiniing of the Tuil- 
eries, 561 ; .'^cpteinber massacres, 562; 
meeting of mitional convention, 562; 
retreat of the PrusNians, ih. ; battle of 
Geniappe, 563; analysis uf the consti- 
tuent or first iiatioinil assembly, 564 ; 
trial of Louis \V1., 579; committee of 
public salety estubiished, 581 ; deenn's 
ill favour of property and lepublicunisin, 
581 ; girondiiis and jacobins, 582: 
jMipiibttioii made the si>le basis uf repre* 
MMitation, 583 ; levy en-masse propo.scil 
by Barrere, ih,; new calendar, . 584 ; 
execution of the tpieeii, 584 ; beheading 
of Hrissut and 2 1 others, ; Philii> 
Flgali^^ beheaded, 585 ; ahulitiun ot bd 
teries, and Hogging in tho army, 586 , 
slavery ubtdishrd, $h. ; maximum ol pru ts 
fixed to remedy ►c.ircity, lA. ; convention 
recognize the existence of -n Supreme 
Being, 587 ; no quarter to be given 
Hanoverian troops, 588 ; fall of Rohes- 
jiierre, 589 ; conquests of the Frencli, m 
1794, 591 ; revolutionary tribunal called 
to a severe account, 593 ; Fri iich bourn - 
ary extended to the Hbine, ib,; dea ' 
of tho dauphin r.i the Temple. 
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dhvctory of five (‘stalilisheil, i&. ; insur- 
rectiuii of iliu Kcrtioiii. of Paris, 595; 
nutiona) convention dissolved, t'A, ; feel- 
in;' of insecuiity begins to subside under 
the directory, 596 ; attempts in the : 
West Indies, i&. ; peace with Austria, i 
603 ; exiled clergy permitted to return, 
605; numeroiiH arrests in Paris, but the. 
shedding of blootl ceased, 606; expe- 
dition to Vigypt, 609 ; tnurdcr of French 
plenipotentiaries at Riistadt, 615 *, Buo- 
naparte dissolves the directory, 617; 
consular constitution 618 ; tn uty of 
Ltineville concluded witli Austria, 624 ; 
ospedition to St. Domingo; 628; 
French concordat, 030 ; slavery re-esta- 
blished in the French etdon.es; also, 

H kind of nohdity-immarchy making 
tapitl strides, 631 ; PitMhnonr annexed 
to France, iA. ; Knglisli at Paris esti- 
mated at 12,000, iA. ; pltds of Moreau, 
(ieorges, and Pichegi u, 6')9 ; Buona- 
j)arte made emperor, ami Frcmch lepid- 
ilc, after existing 4136 days, terminated. 
661 (see liunnaparle) ; population and 
extent of the French empire, 691) ; allies 
enter Paris, 712; senate as'enibles, 
under prince Talleyrand, ih. ; Dunis 
XV 111. enters Paris; treaty with the 
allies, 713 ; retinn of Napoleon from 
Klha; political paities, 716; battle of 
VV^iterloo, 719 ; jirovisimral govemuient, 
and second resignation of Nap(»lt*on. 
720; second treaty of Paris, 721 ; stage- 
coaches set up, 740; amount td imlem- 
nity agreed to he paid by France, 744 ; 
evacuated by the allied armies. 746 ; 
state of country in lttl9, 7;’il ; return <»f 
electors ]»aying taxes, 7S3 ; state t»f 
ediicatii.il, 1821,795; geueiul Herton’s 
insurrection, 797 ; faculty of inetlicme 
Nuppressed, 801; invasion of Spain pro- 
jected to put down the c<»nstitorioii. 
802; aiinonncod by the king to the 
cliamhers, 804 ; expulsion of M. Mamu l 
from tile chambers. iA, ; death of Louis 
XV HI., 814; number of the Funch 
clergy. 817 ; national guaid of P.iris dis- 
handi’d, 834 ; error of the VilleU* minis- 
try. lA. ; Ins successors, 841; petitions 
from the proprietors of viiieya-ds, 841 ; 
Poligiiac iniuistry appoiiiteil, 847 ; iu- 
duslrial and naval force compaied v-ith 
Knglaud, 850 ; tires hi Normandy, 833 ; 
BourhouH after their rcHtoratioii do not 
assimilate with the French, i 05; acces- 
sion of Charles X., ai d appointment of 
the Polignac ministry, 866; M. Cotta's 
hook, recommending a diet dorship, 
867 ; encio.iclunentN mi liberty provoked 
by violence in France ; the September 
laws, 886; con<|ite8t of Algiers, 891; 
insurrectioii in Paris contmues three 
•lays, and Churles X. expelled, b92 ; 
Louis Philip elected king ; new charter, 


894; trial of P..liguac ininisteis, 900, 
new *lectioo law, 902; Portuguese chas- 
tised, 9|);) ; abolition ot the hereditary 
peerage, 906; party divisions in 1831. 
909; Ancona taUen possession of, 912 ; 
riot of the chifibniers, iA, ; death of 
Casimer Perier, 914 ; funeral of general 
Lainaripie, 916 ; formation of marshal 
Soult’s ministry, 925 ; capture of the 

, duchess of Bern, 9:i6 ; capture of 
Antwerp, 927 ; state of crime, iA . ; 
(Tuizjt’s plan of popular edncatioij, 
929 ; treaty of indemnity to Amer ca 
annulled, 947 ; riots of 1834, 948 ; 
commercial regulations mitigated, 95 i ; 
ministry (d* three days, 958; protraction 
ol dispute witli the United Slates, 964 , 
Bioglio’s ministry formed, 967 ; cham- 
ber of deputies decide against emanci- 
pation of the negroes, 970; tiials of 
j'olitical prisoners, iA, ; Fieschi’s des- 
perate attempt to assassinate Louis 
Philip, 979; violations of the French 
charter, 9.S0 ; general view of state of 
France and her government at the close 
of 1835, 986 ; conclusion of state trials, 
!i93 ; Alihaml’s attempt to assasNinato 
llu; king, 1003; increase of robberies in 
Paris, 1004 ; number of Knglish resi- 
•lents, 1007 ; difference between the 
king and Toinisters on Spanish inter- 
vention, 1008 ; conduct of the go- 
vernment towards foreign relngees in 
Switzerland. 1009 ; death of Charles 
X. the ex-king, 1012; contni.st of the 
posith})! fd’ Louis Philip and William 
111. of ICngland, lA. ; prince Pnligiiac 
and his col leagues liberated, 1014; 
iittempt »d Meunier on the life cf the 
king, iA. ; number’ of steam Vessels be- 
longing to tlie French ports, 1052. 

Francis, «‘ir Philip, supposed Junius, hia 
<loath, 747. 

Fr.mcis 11. assumes title of emperor of 
Austria, 662 ; his death, 966. 

l'iaiikfi>rt declaration, issued by the allied 
sovereigns, 709 ; Buonapaito counselled 
by It gUlature to issue a counter-mani- 
festo, his haughty answer. 710. 

Frankfort, manifesto (d' the diet, 920; 
riot of the studi iits, 9.32. 

Frankhn, l)r., presents a petition to privy 
cnuncil, 490 : signs the articles of peace 
with tlio mother-country, 52 4 ; his death 
and cliaracter, 552. 

Franklin, detected goveminenl sj»y, 7S4. 

Franklin, captain, returns from his uorth- 
west expedition, 833. 

Fia cr, general, evacuates Fgypt, 680. 

Frederick II. of Prussia du*». 542. 

Frederick, prince of Wales, father of 
George III., his deaUu 438. 

Freehold estates bill, 677. 

Free-trade piiuciplc, chief advocates of, 
856. 
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French, lord, destroys himself, 715. 

Friedlaud, battle of, 678. 

Frogmore gardens, royal fete at, 6*27. 

Fitusr, long one in 1076, 25; in Henry 
Vlll.’s, 117; Thames frozen under 
James 1., 168; uuiler Charles II., 243; 
one -fourth of flocks destioyed in 1795, 
594; several persons Irozeii to death, 
600. 

Frost, John, punished for sedition, 582. ^ 

Fulton, Hubert, inipruvements by, in steiim- 
navigatiou, 1050. 

Funds, sec An/tonn/ Debit Tajres, 


G. 


Gall, Dr., his theory of the brain, 675. 

Galloway, limns, and others arrt-Hted,6D5 ; 
ret'use to give bail, 625. 

Gainbier, admiral lord, commands in the 
attack on Copenhagen in 1807, 0/9; 
his death, 932. 

Game-laws, commitments under, 799 

Gamut in music invented, 20. 

Gaol fever, ravages of, 397. 

Gardener, one clestr. yed by mephitic gas, 
715. 

Garnerin, M., descends by a parachute, 
631. 

Garraway's coflee- house, subscription 
opeueuat, in 1745, 429. 

Garrick, David, takes leave of tiie stage, 
504; arrival in Louduii with Dr. Jolin- 
son, 1048. 

Gas begins to be used, 613. 

GaS'ligliis, experimental exhibit iuii, 678. 

Cia!»coigne, sir W iiliain, laiulaole conctuct 
as a judge, 76. 

Gazetteer, old newspaper, contents of, 
1046. 

Gee, Mr., an attorney, singular conspiracy 
against, 953. 

Genoa surrenders to the iiritish, 713; an- 
nexed to Italy, 715. 

Gentleman's Magazine, origin uf, 1045. 

Gkoiksu 1. Jnirotluctiun : — Farliuiiieiifary 
M;ttleinent of the crown at the revolution 
lessens influence of persoiiai characier 
of the sovereign, 333 ; age and character 
of the king on his accession, 334 ; state 
of parties, ib. ; measures directed against 
the disaffected, 335 ; septennial bill, 
336 ; peerage bill) ib. — Evrnit and Oc- 
vurrenceM : — Kegei.ey on the accession, 
ih.; first court at Greenwich, 338 ; list 
of lirst ministry, 339; curonaliun, ih,; 
popular tuim its, th , ; royal proclainatiun 
to influence the electii/ns, 340 ; compo- 
sition of first parliament, ; violent 
jiarty mobs, Hanover shirts, 341 ; not 
act passeil, 312 ; act for en 'mraging 
loyalty in Scotland, 343 ; Mar’s ret.ei- 
lioii, 344 ; politics at Oxford and Cam- 


bridge, 345 ; battle of Dunibhiine, 346 ; 
trial of rebel lords, 347 ; septennial act, 
list of lords for and against, 349 ; list of 
estates forfeited by rebellion, 350; acts 
against papists, 351; executions for 
Jacobitism, 352; reduction of the inte- 
rest of the national debt, 355 ; quadruple 
alliance, 358 ; uccasionul conformity bill, 
359 ; ]>eeruge bill, for limiting number, 
3e0 ; Mississippi crisis, 362 ; South Sea 
bubble, 363 ; immoral clubs, 367 ; tour 
of the king, during which criminals are 
pardoned, 370 ; treaty of Vienna, 376 ; 
Hanover treaty by wliich Kurope in 
divided into two great confederacies, 
377 ; death of the queen, her secret 
history and intrigue with Konigsmark, 
379 ; peace of Paris, 381 ; death of the 
king, i5. ; court of George I., 328; its 
licentiousnes!*, ib, ; dissoluteness of Ku- 
ropean manners, ib.; public stitutos, 
taxes, revenue, commerce, and shipping, 
38 1 ; state of the poor, 385. 

Geuiuib II. Introduction : — Kesemblaiice 
of the king to his predecessor, 386 ; 
kingdom recovers from exhausting wars 
ol V\ illiain and Anne, 387 ; colonial 
acquisiiions in tlie Ka^t Indies and the 
(Janadas, ih. ; contradictory relations 
with Prussia, 388; ambiti.m of England 
to act us Kiiropcaii coustalile. ib. \ n- 
hellioii of 1745, principle of, ib; coiifi- 
iiuance of Whig ascendancy, 389 ; b.,tli 
executive and popular brandies of Die 
constitution acquiied strength, ih.; hire- 
ling writings more del rimentai to l.heity 
tnau the goveiiimeut, 390; jiopular 
power, how strengthened, ib, ; rise ol 
Methodism, tb.; period of steady ind'i - 
trial improvement, 301 ; eonditioii ol 
the people was good, but the age im- 
moral and I’.centioii'c, ih,-^ JCntnts uiui 
Occurrnuei : — King’s accession 302; 
state of parties, ib.; three public calami- 
ties, 306; gaol fever, 307 ; incendiary 
fires. 308 ; kii.g oxerturned in hiscoiu'li 
309; excise scheme introduced, 4U1 , 
Horace \Val]u/ie the great diplomatist, 
tb. ; disputes in the royal laiuily, 412; 
death of queen liaroline, 413;' deprt- 
dation-s of the Spaui-.rds, 414 ; pariies 
in 1740, 4l8; pragmatic sanction, ih. ; 
profit and loss of the Spanish war, 420 ; 
general election carried on with bitter- 
ness, i2i.; battle of Dettingeii, 423 ; re- 
peal of gin act, lb . : Hroad-hoitom mi- 
nistry, 427; battle of Fontenoy, 4.8; 
Pretender sails from Franco, th.; rehil* 
lion of 1745; buttle of Prestoii paiis, 
429 ; state of public credit, ib . ; intrigue, 
in the cabinet, 431 ; victury of (’ullodeii, 
ib.; government becomes popular, -131 ; 
f ii aty of Aix-la-(3iapeile, ib. ; reduction 
of four per cents., 436 ; death ol the 
prince of Wales, 43*:}; turiipilt« 



INDEX. 


443 ; royal speech notices robberies and 
murders, i6.} Jew bill, 442; marriage 
act, i6. ; new ministry of 1757, 44S; 
convention ol* Closter-seven, 448; mili- 
tary establishment of Britain, 450; 
death of the king, 454; his person, lA. ; 
his mistresses, \b, ; public statutes, 4 )5 ; 
men of letters, ib, ; commerce, agricul- 
ture, export of corn, 467; prices and 
wages, 458 ; revenue, debt, and taxes, 
459 ; land and naval forces, 4G0 ; com- 
parison of French and English navy, 461. 

GKoiUiK 111., A.D. 1760 to 1771, a period 
of peace. Introduction: — Kffort to rescue 
the executive from thraldom of the aris- 
tocracy, 46 1 ; reasons for the government 
becoming parliamentary since the 
Orange revolution, t//. ; Whigs pander 
to German connexions, by which they 
keep office for Italf a century, ib. ; but no 
sooner sweep the field of opponents than 
they qtiarrel among themselves, 402; 
character of the new king presented a 
favourable juncture for redeeming the 
government from aristocratic feuds, »6.; 
lord Bute, however, not qualified fur the 
task, and the heads of the political clans 
united against the Scotch parvenu, t6. ; 
circumstances adverse to a coup d’etat, 
wliich was a revival of Walpole’s system, 
403 ; its failure left the king at the 
mercy of the factions, ib. : his closet 
forced by a cabal of p.irty leaders, 464 ; 
Whigs quarrel about the allocation of of- 
fices and profit, not principles ; in the first 
ten years of his reign seven ministries, 
i6. ; summary of them, 465; North’s 
ministry terminated the struggles of the 
Whig families for premiership, by ab- 
stracting the apple of discord, t6. ; paucity 
ui national questions, 466 ; opinion of 
leading statesmen ou the right to tax 
America, ib. ; right to tax and to resist 
coeipial, tb. — Events and Occurrences : — 
Accessioo ofthe king, and Lord Orfonrs 
descri^)tiuu of him, 4(»7 ; first ministry, 
xb. ; first royal speech, 46S ; war de- 
clared against S;aiii, 409; birth of 
priiico of Wales, ib, ; vote of approval of 
peace of 1763 said to have been bought, 
470; lord Bute’s retirement, i6. ; con- 
ferenceof king with Mr. Pitt, 471 ; com- 
mercial crisis, 472 ; king’s first illness, 
473; American stamp act begun, 474 ; 
( ’hatham’s second ministry, 473 ; Graf- 
ton ministry, 477 ; affairs of Wilkes, 
471 — 478; unceasiug riots, 478; lord 
North's ministry, 481 ; dispute ou Falk- 
land Island'*, 484 ; deatli of princess 
dowager of Wales, 486 ; royal marriage 
J»ct, 487 : — public statutes, 492 ; revenue, 
debt, and taxes, 493 ; commerce, manu- 
factures, consumption, tb. ; inventions 
of Arkwright, Crompton, and Wyatt, 
494 ; men of letters, 495. 
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Georob IU., a.d. 1775 to 1785, period of 
war. Introduction: — Development of the 
king's character, 496 ; transactions em- 
braced ill second period of his reign, ib. ; 
independence of America, a novel ques- 
tion that baffled contemporary wisdom, 
497 ; prevalent errors, ib. ; mistaken 
expectations under which the war began, 
498; foreigners aided colonists, i6. ; 
country recovered disasters by the ener- 
gies of internal industry, ib.’, state of 
the country at the close of contest, 
499 , jiarliamenlary reform first mooted, 
tb. ; great Yorkshire meeting, 500 ; 
effect of iio-Popery riots of lord George 
Gordon, ib. ; immense losses of the 
country in 1780, i6.; changes of ministry 
after the retirement of lord North, 501. 
Events and Ocei/rmiret Battle of 
Bunker's Hill, 5G2; addresses from 
chief towns against the American claims, 
503 ; civil list arrears, 506 ; prospects 
of the war in 1778 ; instead of a revenue 
a successful rebLdlion, 507 ; lord North’s 
conciliatory bills, 508; VVhigs divided 
on the recognition of American inde- 
pendence, 508; penal laws mitigated, 
510; indiscreet conduct of American 
commissioners, oil ; alarm of iiiv.'ir'ion, 
513; no hope of recovering the revolted 
colonies in 1779, 514 ; proposition for 
relief of Ireland, ib. ; foreign troops in 
British pay, ib. ; great meeting at York, 
ib. ; Dunning's resolution on the in- 
fluence of the crown, 516; no^Popeiy 
riots, ib.', naval losses, 517; depressimi 
produced by the war and riots, 518 ; 
king declares for peace, 519; militaiy 
force reipiiEsd for the ye.ir, 520 ; mo- 
tions to remove lord North, ib.’, tlie 
premier resigns, 521 ; Rockingham mi- 
iiistry, ih. ; measures of reform intro- 
duced, ib. ; Shelbm lie’s ministry, 522 ; 
peace signed with the United States, 
524; also with France, ib.\ coalition of 
North and Fox, 525 ; India bills, 52G ; 
Pitt’s ministry, 527 ; ministry and a 
majority of the commons at open va- 
riance, ib. ; Whigs completely defeated 
ill a general election, 528: — public sta- 
tutes, 530 ; revenue ami debt, ib. ; cost 
of the American war, ib. ; increase in 
circulation of newspapers, ib. ; compa- 
rative state of navies of Britain, France, 
Spain, and Holland, ib.-, commerce, 
manufactures, ih. ; malt, wine, and soup 
consumed, 532 ; men ot letters, 533, 

Gkoroe hi., a.d. 1785 to 1793, a period 
of peace, introduction: — N.irional im- 
provements of Mr. Pitt; India bill, 
sinking fund, commercial treaty ; brings 
forward parliamentary reform, 534; 
minister's foreign policy, ib. ; govern- 
ment prospects of long continued peace 
mill prosperity in 1792, 535; no couth 
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aentul war since 17G3 ; interval occupied 
by the European guvctiuuents in sucial 
and political amelioruiioiMi) 535 ; a revolu- 
tion 111 society being uflected by thecpiiet 
progress of reason and pbiluhophy^ i/>. ; 
wanted the guarnutee of law and sucial 
institutions on the outbreak of the 
French revidiitioii, 53() ; arrested the 
progress of reform in neiglibouring 
states, ih. ; error of the states-general, 
to. ; second error in the overwhelming 
iiiBuenccof Par s, 537 ; third error in an 
inadequate executive (Kiwer, tit . ; foiiith, 
the propagation of ihe“ Rights of Man ** 
hnrtliil, ; Hftli error in the constituent 
iiational assembly disipialifying its 
iiii'iiibers to be le-elected, 53S; sixth 
eiTtii* iti pieiuaturely dissolving them- 
selves, tL ; election of national conven- 
tion Oil piinciples of universal suiiVage, 
li . — Kvents und Occurreuccg : — premier's 
plan of parliamentary reform, 539 ; 
cominerciai treaty with France. .533 ; 
debts and marriage of the prince of 
Wales, ih. i affair of the starltholderate. 
544 ; one million and upwards voted loi 
American loyalist <•, 54(i ; centenary of 
revolution of 1(168 celeiirated, o4ii ; 
question of the regency, 547 ; hill lor, 
introduced, 548 ; French levolutiuii, .is- 
pect of. hegiiiiiing of 1790, 551; allaii 
of Nootk.i .Vniiid, 553 ; state of parties 
in 1790, 551; Canada bill, 555; affair 
of Oe.zukow, 550 ; proclamation ag..iiist 
seditious writings, 559 ; jiolice of ihe 
iileiiui'uiis, 560; meeting at iiieichaiit 
taibus* hall, 503 ; parliament antici- 
pates penorl of usseinidiiig. |7>. ; division 
on the address. 564; alien aci intio- 
duced, lb, : — jmhlic statutes, 505 jreveii'ie, 
debt, taxes, tb.’j expense of colieciing 
puldic revenue, 5(i0 ; comiiietce, sinp- 
ping, fisheries, i/a ; prices of stocks, 
crimes, mortality, i6. ; roads and tiavel- 
ling. 5(17 ; men of lettei.s, 509. 

(sBoiiTiE HI. A.i>., 179*2 to 1803, period of 
war. — [fiimilitciion : — novel principle 
in wliich the war originated, 5/(1; 
Flnglaiid only last to enter into hostil- 
ities, not wiser than her iieiglibouis, if:. ; 
classes and interests that precipitated 
the country into war, 571 ; hostilities 
uiiavohlahie, popular opini'in being in 
favour of them, 572; inloxicaiion pm 
duced by the French victories over the 
allies rendered war inevitable, i/a ; the 
revolution solved many problems in po- 
lit cil science; iischiel issues iiu vitabh-, 
573 ; advantages outweighed calamities, 
i/». ; summary of leadinj^ incidents, 
573; reign of terror, ib,i jacobins effi- 
c ent exterminators of foreign and do- 
me-tic foes, hilt their sway incompatible 
w.lh order, 574 ; efforts of directory to 
suppress them, i5.; g’orious a ts and 


criminal exeesses of the convention, 
575; England iiiiglit have withdrawn 
from the contest in 1795, i5. ; evils en- 
tailed hy the war, ib. ; war against 
principles, but only principles on one 
siile, 570 ; its must disastrous crisis, ib, ; 
victories of BiioiMparte, ib,; ciitical 
state of Ireland proiluced by United 
irishmen, ib,; restuied by the naval vic- 
tories of Nelson and Duncan, 577 ; third 
coalition against France, dtsast runs issue 
of, i7>. ; England left single-handed on 
the battle- tii'ld, umlisniayid hut weary 
of hostilities, .578; threat of invasion 
revived, ib. : resignation of Mr. Ihtt, i/a; 
severe scarcity of bread, ib,; tiealy of 
Amiens unnecessarily delayed, 579; 
French revolution l>egnn and ended by 

military power, ib. I'lveiitisuiul Occur - 

renve * : — The trial of Louis XVT.. 579; 
M. Chauvelin ordered t*» leave ti.e kuig- 
dom, 580; declaration of war agaiii\t 
France ; ostensible giumids ul, ib. ; le- 
soluiioiis of the opposition moved by 
Mr. F ox, ib, ; traitorous corivspniideiu e 
bid, 581; grand military coin. cil benl 
by the allies at Antweip. 581 ; coin- 
iiitMcial cieilit bill, 58J; persecutions fur 
seditious writings und speeches, lA. ; 
trials of the Scotcli leionners, 5^3 1 ; 
duke of York in Flanders, 5:33 ; suc- 
cesses of the French at the close of 
year of war, 585 ; state of public opinion 
on the opening of 1794,580; ro\ali.nes- 
sage to the ioinmons on .seditious so- 
cieties, 588 : state trials of Tuoke, 
Hardy, and Thelwall, 590 ; motiiuis for 
peace, i5. ; France and the coalition in 
1795, state of; vast territorial conquests 
of the French, 590 ; petitions Ibr peace, 
591 ; ailaiis of Ireiaiid, recall of eaii 
Fit z william, and cueriive .system under 
lord Camden, 592 ; inaniage of prince 
of Wule^, lb . ; remains oi ltriti'»h troops 
leave Holland for Kngland,593 ; e\pe d- 
iio:i to Qnibeioii Hay, 593 ; seventy oi the 
>-iM'Hon ; dearness ot' iiread, 594 ; the 
king shot at on his way to open paiiia- 
tiieni, 59.5 ; Ktigland concludes a iieaty 
wiln Algiers for the sale id prizes, .i9t); 
niinisteis leaily to tieat With Franci*, 
i/a. iiivasiiiii apprehended trom Fraiire ; 
iiiculai is.oied, 000; loyalty l'»aii snb- 
scrihed. ib. ; prospects of 1797, 60l ; 
French l.iiwl in \\ ales, 002 ; n strictioi: 
on specie payments of the hank of Eng- 
land, ib. ; alarming irintuiie.s in ilic 
navy, 003 ; rupture of uegociations at 
Lisle, 606 ; Austria concludes peace 
with France, ib , ; number ot emigranl 
clergy hnp[)orted by government, 007 
liritish naval force in coininissioii. tb.j 
numU'r of persons P'^ving as.sisscil 
taxes, lb . ; pro8[w*cts at the beginnttig ol 
1798,008; great subscrii tions to can) 
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on the war, t&.} expedition to Ostend, | 
609j iucome>tax> 612; treaty with 
RiiMhia, t6. ; army and navy in 1798, 
613; prospectiuf 1799, ib, ; messn^re on 
the Irish Union, ib. ; second expedition 
to Holland, 616; Rome surrenders to 
British arms, t6. ; prospects of 1800, 
619; disputes about bei<;inniii||r of the 
century, t6. ; scarcity of bread, 620; 
petitions for peace, ib. ; the kin;; fired 
at twice the same day, 621 ; victory of 
Marengo, ib. ; union with Ireland com- 
pleted, ib, ; riotous assemblages in Lon- 
don, 622; rupture with Russia, ib.; 
armed neutrality of the Nurtii of 
Europe, 623; prospects of 1801, 624; 
proclamation setting forth new imperial 
title, consequent on the Irish Union, 
624; imperial parliament meets Tor the 
first time, ib. ; resignation of Mr. Piit, 
625; illness of the king, suggestion of 
a pillow of hops, ib. ; Afldington minis- 
try, ib.; battle of Alexandria, 626; 
attack on Copenhagen, ih . ; prelimi- 
naries of peace signed with France, 
628 ; great debate on, %b. ; prospects of 
1802, peace of Amiens, 629; civil- 
list debt, 630 : — public statutes, 633 ; 
revenue, debt, taxes, and loans, ib. ; 
commerce, shipping, agriculture, 634; 
condition of labourers, 635 ; prices, con- 
sumption, mortality, ib.; circulation of 
the bank of England, bankrupts, prices of 
stocks, and consumption of beer and tea, 
636; cattle and sheep sold in Smith- 
field ; christoiiiiigs and burials, ib. ; 
canal navigation ; port of London, ib . ; 
first census of the population, 638; 
transactions connected with the legis- 
lative union with Ireland, ib. ; men of 
letters, 639. 

Georor 111. A. u. 1803 to 1816. Second 
period of the revolutionary war. In- 
troduciim : — France aspires to universal 
dominion ; second Punic war, 640 ; 
mutual pretexts of the belligerents for 
the re-Ciiminencemeiit i)f hostilities, i6. ; 
a powerful war^faction in England, 641; 
England sweeps the seas and seizes the 
enemies* colonies ; France invades Hano- 
ver, and arrests all the English in her 
territor)% ib. ; Mr. Pitt resumes premier- 
ship, 642 ; Austria dragged into a new 
War; disastrous result, ib.; coalition 
ministry of Grenville and Fox, ib. ; its 
difficulties, 643; cry of “ Church in 
danger*’ raised, ib.; France seeks to dry 
up England's pecuniary resources, as 
the pabulum of the coalitions formed 
against her, 644 ; Milan ckicrees ; orders 
in council, i5, ; France reaches her meri- 
dian greatness; continental system, 
•5 ; French intervention in Spain, 643 ; 
rise of a third party in the state distinct 
from whigs and lories, 646 ; commence- 


ment of the regency of the prince ot 
Wales, ib, ; great families lose sup- 
port of the people, 648; dispute with 
the United States of America, ib.; Na- 
poleon’s disasters in Russia and Ger- 
many, 649 ; expiring struggles of the 
French emperor, 650 ; treaty of Paris, 
ib.; Bourbons restored, 651; expelled 
by unexpected return of Buonaparte, 
who is again conquered, 652; close of 
the war— —reflections. — Events and Oc- 
currences: — Renewal of hostilities, 653; 
ininisterial negociations, 654 ; declara- 
tion setting forth the grounds of the 
war, 655 ; debate ou renewal of hos- 
tilities, electorate of Hanover taken 
possession of by the French, 656; re- 
solutions and meetings in favour of the 
war; influence of the public press, ib.; 
insurrection in Dublin, lord Kilwanlen 
killed, xb.; great meeting at the Royal 
Exchange in favour of war, 657 ; a fast- 
day, ib. ; grand review, tb. ; preparations 
for the invasion of England, 65S ; pro- 
gress of public improvements, ib. ; re- 
turn of the king’s malady, 6.')9 ; Adding- 
ton ministry dissolved, and restoration of 
Mr. Pitt a triumph of the king, 661; 
attack on four Spanish ships previous to 
declaration of war, 662; amount in 
1804 of military force in the kingdom, 
663; third coalition against France, 
i6. ; death of Mr. Pitt, 668; Grenville 
ministry, list and constitution of, 670 ; 
abolition of slave-trade, 672 ; parties in 
the beginning of 1807 ; decline of the 
Pittites, 676; no popery; Outs and 
Ins alike distrusted, ib.; order in coun- 
cil in retaliation for Berlin decree, 677, 
bill for removing religious tests fatal to 
the Grenville ministry, 678; Portland 
ministry, list of, ib. ; attack on Copen- 
hagi*n, 679 ; Spain and Portugal, alfairs 
of, in 1808, 681 ; expedition to Sweden, 
6*82; prospects of 1809, Austria again 
enters the lists against France, 685; 
Walcheren expedition, 688; jubilee, 
689; Perceval ministry, ib.; commercial 
and public credit in 1810,690; bullion 
reix)it, ib.; king's indisposition, resolu- 
tion submitted by Mr. Perceval for a 
regency, 693 ; Commencemefd of the 
Regency: state of affairs, 694; com- 
mercial distress, 695 ; state of the cur- 
rency ; rival propositions of Mr. Horner 
and Mrs Vansittart, the latter adopted, 
690; expiration of restrictions on the 
regent ; ministerial speculations, 699 , 
attacks on machinery, 700 ; assassination 
of Mr. Perceval, 701; ministerial nego- 
tiations ; address of the com^mons to the 
regent to form a strong ministry, failure 
of; list of the Liverpool ministry, 701 ; 
America declares war against England 
702 ; Napoleon’s expedition into Russia. 
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id. ; number of prisonera of war in Kni;. 
laiid^ 703 ; A^i^ericans capture the 
Guerriere frigate, id, ; parliament unex- 
pectedly dissolved ; the elections^ 704 ; 
French retreat from Moscow, 703-4 ; 

• prospects of 1813; liberation of Ger« 
many, 706 ; question of maritime rights, 
id. ; prospects of 1814 ; restoration of 
the Bourbons, 710; treaty of Paris, 713 ; 
allied sovereigns visit England ; re- 
joicing^ and jubilee, 714; peace con- 
cluded with the United States, 715; 
battle of New Orleans, 717 ; return of 
Napoleon from Elba, 718; battle^ of 
Waterloo, 719; Holy Alliance, 721; 
'econd treaty of Paris, id. : — public sta- 
tutes, 722; revenue, debt, taxes, id*; 
loans and taxes raised during the war, 
723 ; debt at the beginning and end^ 
id. ; returns of assessment under pro- 
perty-tax, id. ; commerce, shipping, and 
agriculture, 724 ; comparative expenses 
of farming, t'A. ; prices, consumption, and 
mortality, 725; cattle and sheep sold, 
christenings and burials, id. ; army and 
navy during the war, id. ; men of letters, 
726. 

Groroe hi., (^Regency) A.ti. 1816 to 1820; 
a period of peace. — tntreduction : — na- 
tional joyousness of war exceeds that of 
peace, but more fallacious, 727 ; etiect of 
cessation of a vast war expenditure, 728 ; 
hurtfulnesH of transitions, id. ; all classes 
apparently growing rich during hosti- 
lities, 729 ; difficulties of first years of 
peace aggravated by bad harvests, id. ; 
political discontents that grew out of 
them, id. ; state of the country in 1816 ; 
radical reform, 730 ; character of the 
ministry, id. ; refusal of retrenchments ; 
spies and coercion resorted to, id. ; abor- 
tive effort of the masses to effect reform, 
unaided by the middle ranks, id, ; poli- 
tical agitation subsides in 1818. but re- 
vives in 1819; nocturnal trainings to 
military exercises ; dis|)ersion of the 
Manchester meeting by the military, id . ; 
property classes alarmed and congregate 
round the constituted authorities, 732 ; 
Six Acts, 733 ; death of (aeorge 111. id. ; 
his reign and character, td . ; his endea- 
vours to reign unfettered threw the go- 
vernment into thehands of a meaner agen- 
cy than that of the great families ; lacked 
the most shining trait of a Christian in his 
addiction to war, 734 ; his domestic go- 
vernment the uninterrupted ascendancy 
of Toryism, id.; age intellectual, but not 
encouraged by the monarch, id.; expe- 
rimental philosophy, and application of 
science to commerce, agriculture, anti 
the useful arts, its leading character- 
istiesi 735 ; distinguished by humanity, 
education, and iustitutious of charity, 
td* ; left a splendid and unfettered inhe- 


ritance to his successor, id.^Eventt and 
Occurrencet defeat of ministers on the 
property -tax, 736 ; marriage of princess 
Charlotte of Wales, id* ; petition against 
lavish expenditure from the city of Lon- 
don, 738 ; rise of Radicalism, id. ; stone 
thrown at the prince regent's carriage, 
739 ; message to parliament with docu- 
ments, alarming report thereupon, rela- 
tive to designs of the Spenceans, id,; 
surrenders to public exigences, id, ; 
habeas-corpus act suspended, id. ; 600 
petitions fur parliamentary reform, 740 ; 
marriages of the r^al family, 743; 
general election of 1818,744; death of 
queen Charlotte, 745 ; internal statu 
of the country, beginning of 1819, 747; 
introduction of the Six Acts, 751 ; death 
of the KINO, 753 : — public statutes, id. ; 
finance, taxation, and currency during 
the peace, 754; Mr. Peers bill, 755; 
commerce, official and declared value of 
exports; depreciation, t5. ; popular edu- 
cation ; Bell and Lancaster’s systems ; 
infant schools; public charities, 755; 
court of George III., 757 ; palmy days 
of the aristocracy, 758 ; increase of 
riches and refinement ; rise of dissent and 
radicalism, id. ; diffusion of comforts 
and luxuries among the middle and 
working classes, 759; improvements in 
public morals, id. ; police improvements, 
id, ; improvements in costume, effects of 
changes of fashion, 760; stale of reli 
gion during the king’s reign, id. ; hews 
paper press, id. ; circulation of, in 1782 
1791, and 1821, 761. 

Gkokok IV., A.o. 1820 to 1830. — Jniroduv- 
tion : — difficulties of the new reign ; em- 
ployment of spies, 761 ; arrival of qu^ui 
Caroline ; her treatment by her consort, 
762 ; dilemma of the ministry; conduct 
of her legal adviser, 763 ; her-trial, and 
abandonment of the bill of degradation. 
764; political bearings of the queen's 
trial ; elucidated influence of the 
crown over the nubility ; conduct of the 
whigs; intrinsic merits of the royal 
squabble, 765 ; contemporary events, re- 
volutions in Spain, Italy, and Greece, and 
their unsuccessful issues from the unri{>e 
state of the continental population, 766; 
congress of sovereigns at Troppaii, Lay- 
bach, and Verona, 767 ; policy of Kng- 
land towards the South American re- 
publics, 768: commencement of mure 
liberal measures in the ministry, id. ; 
character of the parliamentary debates, 
improvements in commercial legislation, 
navigation-laws, juries, and retrench- 
ment, form leading topics, 769 ; great 
internal prosperity and improvements 
arrested by the mercantile crisis of 
1825-6, 770 ; termination and character 
of th(^ Lt'^erpool ministry* id, ; Canning 
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And Goderich minigtrie8>771 ; formation 
of Wellington’8 ministry, the commence- 
ment of a new system ; test and corpo- 
ration acts repealed ; summary and pro- 
j^ress of concessions to the Roman catho- 
lics ; unexampled state of Ireland; 
tories and orangemen everywhere 
beaten, 772 ; catholic emancipation un> 
expectedly granted, and the forty-shil 
ling freeholders disfranchised, 773 ; 
considerations that often influence the 
abandonment of great party principles, 
ib, ; seclusion and death of the king, ib. ; 
transplanting of the Brunswick princes 
to England tended to the amelioration of 
their characters, ib, ; George IV. quali- 
fied by personal gifts and accomplish- 
ments to compete with the more illus- 
trious of the aristocracy, 774 ; his popu- 
larity while prince of Wales ; secession 
from the Opposition, ib, ; his reign 
more free from constitutional encroach- 
ments than that of his predecessor, ib. ; 
discernment enough to use men in their 
sphere, but not controlled by favouritism, 
775; imputation of regal morgue and 
selBshness questionable, ib, ; his educa- 
tion, ib. ; peculiar adaptation of British 
constitution to nonage or incompetency 
in the sovereign, 776; his personal ve- 
racity im]>iigned ; marriage with Mrs. 
Fitzherbevt; convenience of the union, 
ib. ; three memorable instances of abne- 
gations by royal personages, 777 ; sum- 
mary of the vices and good qualities of 
the king, ib, ; intellectual character of 
his reign ; science and political eco- 
nomy, 778; moral and political philo- 
sophy not successfully pursued, ib. ; 
neglect of metaphysical studies, 779 ; 
style of parliamentury oratory changed, 
and' the rhetorical school extinct, ib. ; 
men cf genius and ability, ib. — Evenfg 
anfi (Jcct/rrences : — accession; first cvmrt, 
779; alteration in church service; 
name of the queen omitted, 780 ; Cato- 
street conspiracy ; and seizure of the con- 
roirators, 780 ; affair of Bonny muir. 
/81 ; meeting of first parliament, ib . ; 
arrival of the queen in England, 782 ; 
bill of pains and penalties against 
her majesty introduced, 783 ; close 
of the trial, 784 ; public opinion, and 
conduct of the press, 78 j ; revolutions ii 
1820, in Spain, Portugal, and Italy, 786 
foreign afi'airs in 1821, 787; g-and coro 
nation of the king, 791 ; death of th 
neen, 792 ; the king lands in Ireland 
93; returns and visits Hanover, 794; 
agricultural distress in 1822, general in 
Europe, 796 ; severe famine in Ireland, 
798 ; three schemes for the relief of agri 
cultural distress, 798 ; king embarks foi 
Scotland, 8U0 ; fiireigu loans raised ii 
England, 802 ; prosperity of 1823, 803; 
grarcd debate on the invasion o( Spain 


by F ranee, in 1 823, 805 ; king presents the 
library of George III. to the nation, 808 ; 
prosperous^ state of the kingdom ; rage 
for advancing foreign loans and embark- 
ing in mining 8|}eculations in America ; 
joint-stock mania, 809; war with the 
Ashantees, 813 ; number of foreign 
loans and joint-stock associations, 816'; 
great mercantile crisis of 1825-6, 821 ; 
aflairs of Portugal, 822; general election 
of 1826 ; intense heat of the weather ; 
defeat of the Beresfurds in Ireland, 824 ; 
returning prosperity of 1827, after the 
mercantile crisis. 826 ; death of tbe duke 
of York, 827 ; sudden illness of the earl 
of Liverpool, 828 ; Mr. Canning’s minis- 
try ; sudden abandonment of, by his for- 
mer colleagues ; firmness of the king, 
828 ; description of his majesty’s mala- 
dies and infirmities, by himself, 829 ; 
death of Mr. Canning, 831 ; Goderich 
ministry, 832 ; battle of Navarino, 833 ; 
formation of the Wellington ministry 
a restoration of the Liverpool administra- 
tion, 835 ; resignation of Mr. Huskissor* 
836 ; application of public money to 
Buckingham Palace not appropriated by 
parliament, 838 ; extraordinary efforts of 
the catholic association to rouse the 
Irish people ; supineiiess of the minis- 
try, 841; expedition to Terceira, 843; 
three great me asures relative to Ireland, 
relief of the catholics, suppression of the 
association, and disfranchisement of the 
40,?. freeholders, 844 ; catholic relief bill 
introduced ; scruples of the king ; bill 
passed, ib ; extinction of the 40s, free- 
holders, 845 ; statistics of the catholics 
in Britain, ib. ; treaty for settlement of 
Greece, 830 ; boundaries and future go- 
vernment of, 845 ; diplomatic relations 
with Turkey renewed, 847 ; list of contem- 
porary sovereigns, 849 ; comparisons of 
revenue, debt, population, and elective 
rights of European states, 850; compari- 
son of industrial force in France and 
England, ib, ; position of the ministry, 
its weakness from the alienation of the 
ultra-tories ; seeks strength from the 
whigs, 851 ; discontents in France. 852 ; 
Flast Retford bill, ib. ; economical re- 
ductions, i6. ; illness of the king an- 
nounced; his last ride in Windsor par.V. 
ih,\ retiuiiof the salaries of privy conn- 
cillors moved for, 853; fires in Nor- 
mandy, ib. ; king unable to affix the sign- 
manual, ih,} bis majesty’s death, iY>.; 
post-mortem examination, 854: — public 
statutes of his reign, tb, ; finance, taxes, 
and loans, 85.5 ; commerce, shipping, 
and navigation, 856 ; exports and im- 
ports, 857 ; enumerations of the |)eople 
in 1801, 1811, 1821, and 1831 ; analysis 
of, 857 ; christeuings and burials, 860; 
cultivated and uncultivated land, i5. ; 
progress of education, I'ft* : ciirrencv 
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prices, consumptiofii mortality, ii, ; eold 
aud silver coiaed, 86 1 ; men of letters, §62. 

Guorgesconspires to assassinate Buonaparte, 
659; executed with eleveh others, 662. 

Gerald, a Scottish reformer, tried, 584. 

German commercial league, 971, 1033. I 

German students, bravery of at the battle 
of Bautsen, 708. 

(irBRUANY, Maria Teresa crowned queen of 
Hungary, 420 ; war between, and Prus- 
sia, 512; death of the empress, 518; 
reforms of Joseph II., 535 ; emperor 
engages in war with the Turks, 547 ; 
his death, 552 ; Leopold II. dies, 558 ; 
treaty of Campo Formio with French 
republic, 606 ; metaphysics and poetry 
of, began to be noticed in England, 619 ; 
Francis II. assumen title of emperor of 
Austria, 662 ; makes peace with France, 
689; liberation of Germany from Napo- 
leon, 706; new confedoration, in 1815, 
among the German States, 718; pro- 
gress of representative governments in 
1817, 742; state of, at close of 1819, 
751 ; manifesto of the diet of Frankfort 
to prevent political changes, 920 ; Hum- 
garian diet recommends publicity of dis- 
cussion, 930 ; death of Francis, first 
emperor of Austria, 966 ; origin of a 
new school of politics aud morals called 
** Young Germany,’* 988. 

Gervase of Canterbury, 45. 

Gibbon, Edward, the Roman historian, his 
death, 586. 

Gibbs, sir Vicary, late chief justice, his 
death and character, 779. 

Gibraltar, siege of, begun, 513; defeat of 
grand attack on, 523. 

Gifibrd, William, the critic, death of, 826. 

Gifford, lord, made master of the rolls ; 
precedent of a peer filling, 812. 

Gildas, ancient historian, 21. 

Gin act in 1 740, 423 ; convictions for sell- 
ing spirits, 438. 

Gin-shops, regulation of, 946. 

Gipsies, murder committed by, 632. 

Giraldus Cambrensis, his writings, 45. 

Girondins, party of, in the French revolu- 
tion, 582; beheaded by the jacobins, 
584 ; recover their ascendancy after the 
fall of Robespierre, 592. 

Glasgow, raises regiments to carry on the 
war against revolted American colonists, 
.507 ; gives a public dinner to lord Dur- 
ham, 958; do. to Sir R. Peel, 1017; 
commerce of, in 1835 and 1837, 1035; 
rates of wages in, 1039; postage, amount 
of, 1078. 

Glass invented, 10 ; painting on, 20 ; use 
of, in windows, o7; use under Henry 
VII., 103. 

Glass lamps put up in London, to prevent 
robberies, 412. 

Glastoiibuiy abbey, donations to, 10. 

Gleaning corn declared by the judges to be 
illegal, 595. 


Glencoe, massacre of, under William IIL, 
278 ; inquiry into, 282. 

Gloucester, duke ot^ smothered, 70. 

Gloucester, duke his death in 1834, 
959. See Richard III, 

Godfrey’s, sir Edmundbury, murder 'under 
Charles IL, 234. 

Otulolphin, lord-treasurer, death of, 320. 

Godwin, earl, his sudden death, 18. 

Godwin sand overflowed, 28. 

Godwin, William, death and biographical 
character of, 998. 

Gold coined by Edward III., 65; rise in 
value of, 690 ; price of, in 1822, 799. 

Goldsmid, Abraham, a great loan-contrac- 
tor, found dead, 693. 

Goldsmith, Dr., his death, 491. 

Gomez, the enterprising Carlist chief, 1013. 

Gordon, lord George, waits on lord North, 
.515; no popery riots, 5 1 6 ; trial and Es- 
cape of, 518 ; tried for libels, 544 ; offeis 
bail at the Old Bailey for bis gootl be- 
haviour, 579 ; his death, 586. 

Gordon, rev. Lockhart, his abduction of 
Mrs. Lee. 659. 

Gosford. earl, appointed head of a commis. 
sion to redress Canadian grievances, 
984; dissolves the provincial puiliament, 
1009. 

Gottingen university quarrels among the 
students, 737. 

Goulburn, Mr., makes lust contract for a 
state lottery, 817. 

Gower, John, poet of 14th century. 90. 

Grace, a slave, lord Stowers judgment on 
833. 

Grafton, dnke of, his ministry, 477; his 
death. 695. 

Graham, Mrs., falls into the sea, 819. 

Graham, sir James, moves for return of 
salaries of members of privy conned, 
853; urges that moments of national 
distress are the appropriate time tor 
popular reforms, 869 ; assists in prepar- 
ing the reform bill, 873; judicious hill 
for the registry of seamen and le-ssening 
impressment, 885 ; provisions of, 982 ; 
resigns on the resolution for secularizing 
the surplus revenue of the Irish church, 
950 ; (inclines to enter the Peel ministiy 
in 1834, 959. 

I Grampound, disfranchisement of, 790. 

I Grant, Charles, brings forward resolutions 
fur renewal of East India company's 
charter, 934. 

Grattan, Henry, an e»tatc bought for, 524 ; 
first speech in British senate, 665 ; ios 
death and will, 781. 

Greathead, a learned man of the 13tli cen- 
tury, 89. 

Greatreakes, an Irishman, effects extraoi* 
dinary cures, 226. 

Grrbob, insurrection against the Porte, 
788 ; Mitsolunghi tiueu by Ibrahun> 
823 ; mismanagement of the Greek loan 
825 f treaty signed for pacification ot, by 
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Britain, France, and Russia, 830 ; Ibra- 
him forced to abandon tiie Morea, 842 ; 
boundaries and monarchical {government 
settled by the allied sovereigns, 845; 
assassination of Capo d'lstrias, 906; 
treaty of 1832, to vi hich England, Russia, 
and France are parties, 921 ; guarantee 
of the Greek loan, 1004. 

Greek loans, mismanagement of, 825. 

Green, Mr., his nocturnal ascent in a balloon, 
from Vauxhall-garilens, 824 ; narrow es- 
cape in the river Tyne, 959 ; excursion 
across the channel to Nassau, 1013. 

Grecnacre, James, his trial and execution 
for murder, 1021. 

Greenwich, murder at, 744. 

Greenwich Hospital, daily wages paid at to 
artificers, from 1729 to 1836, 1038. 

Grenville, Mr., introduces his resolntiun fur 
a stamp-duty in America, 472. 

Grenville, lord, bill on controverted elec- 
tions, 482; bill for safety of the king’s 
person, 595 ; moves for the committal of 
a printer to Newgate, 615 ; motion cen- 
suring peace of Amiens negatived, 631 ; 
disjunction of, from Mr. Pitt in 1804, 
and adherence to the Foxites, G61 ; intro- 
duces catholic claims, 605 ; becomes 
preniier, G70 ; his basis of peace, 677 ; 
dissolution of ministry of, 678 ; contest 
for chancellorship of Oxford, 689; re- 
fuses to Join the Liverpool ministry, 701 ; 
opposes inquiry into Manchester out- 
lage, 751 ; votes against the queen, 785; 
junction of his friends with the Liver- 
pool ministry, 796 ; his death, 945. 

Grenvilles, junction of, w’ith the Liverpool 
ministry, 796. 

Gresham, sir Thomas, founds the Royal 
Exchange, 144. 

Guey, earl (Charles), brings forward the 
celebrated petition of the Friends of the 
People for parliamentary reform ; sensa- 
tion produced by, 5S2 ; moves an amend- 
ment in 1803, promising support to the 
war, but disapproving of conduct of 
ministers, 655 ; moves that Peter Stuart 
be nmriinanded, 665 ; obtains increase of 
pay for seamen, 672; bill for removing 
religious tests, 678; comes into posses- 
sion of large estates, 685 ; his conduct in 
the ministerial negotiations of 1812, 701 ; 
impugns the doctrine of the Sidmouth 
circular, 740 ; brings forward catholic 
petition, but disclaims the new sentiments 
adopted. 813; formation of his ministry, 
372 ; principles of the reform bill, 877 ; 
foreign policy of his ministry, 879 ; seeks 
to allay popular excitement, 881 ; divi- 
sions in the cabinet, 882 ; present to, of a 
gold cup, 926; reply to the dissenters, 
945 ; resignation of the premiership, 
952 ; great dinner to, at Edinburgh, 957 ; 
nis suggestion for getting over the diffi- 
culties of the Irish municipal bill, 1001. 


Grey, lady Jane, committed to the Tower, 
on the accession of queen Mary, 133; 
executed along with her husband, 134. 

Grimaldi and Johnson, robbery of, 833. 

Grimaldi retires from the stage, 839. 

Grosvenor, lord, recovers damages, 483. 

Qrosvenor-square, house in, raffled for, 416. 

Grote, Mr., seconds the appropriation 
clause, 950 ; heads a tumultuous meeting 
in the city, 960 ; motions on the ballot, 
1020. See Ballot. 

Guerriere, frigate, taken by the Americans, 
703. 

Ouerry, M., discovery of the relation be- 
tween infanticide and illegitimate 
births, 1041; excess of crime in edu- 
cated districts accounted for, 1056. 

Guilds and incorporated trades, account of 
the origin of, 111. 

Guillotine, M., beheaded at Lyons, 587. 

Guineas, prosecution for selling, 691. 

Guiscard stabs Mr. Harley at the council 
board, 321. 

Guizot’s plan of popular education, 929, 

Gunpowder invented by a monk, 59. 

Gunpowder-plot discovered, 166, 

Gustavus II., ex-king of Sweden, his 
death, 1018. 

Gustavus III. of Sweden assassinated, 
559. 

Gustavus IV. deposed, 686. 

Guthrie, first ]»arliiimentary reporter, 1046. 

Guy, earl of Warwick, 15. 

Guy, the bookseller, his will, 375, 

Gymnastic exercises, attempt to introduce 
into England, 819. 


H. 

Ilabeas-corpus act passed, 236 ; first sms- 
pension of, 272; again in 1794, 5S8, 
again in 1817, 739. 

Hackman, rev. Mr., shoots Miss Reay, 512. 

Ilackwood, an adventurous tailor, GG, 

lladtield, James, fires at the king, 021. 

Hadrian erects a wall in Rritain, 3. 

Hagen, count, singular suicide of, 393. 

Haileybiiry college founded, 672. 

Halidon Hill, battle of, 59. 

Halifax, earl of, patron of literature, 341. 

Hall, Edward, historian of the Wars oi 
the Roses,*’ 158. 

Hall, Virtue, strange story of, 442. 

Hamhurgii, thirty suicides per day in, 
657 ; sir George Humbold arrested by 
the French, 663 ; revolution in the 
trade of the city, 748; Napper Tandy 

arrested in, 611 . 

Hamilton, duke of, duel between, and 
lord Mohun, 324. * 

Hamilton, general, killed in a duel with 
colouel Burr 661. 
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Hamilton, lord Archibald, effort to reform 
the Scotch burghs, 938. 

Hamilton, Mary, tried for marrying 14 
wives, 433. 

Hamilton town, instance of the independ- 
ence of working-classes, 696. 

Hamlyn, a tinman, offers a bribe to Mr. 
Addington, 632. 

Hampden, John, celebrated parliament- 
arian killed, 188 ; his remains disin- 
terred by lords Denman and Nugent, 
839. 

Hampden, Joliii, tried for treason and es- 
ca{)e8 through a bribe of 6000/., 255. 
Hampden, Dr., appointed pro lessor of 
divinity, Oxford, 996 ; his inaugural 
address, id. 

Hampstead, parish clerk of, 504. 

Hankey. Mr., eaten by flies, 715. 

Hanover taken possession of by thi 
French, 656; seized by Prussia, 671 
erected into a kingdom, 715 ; new con< 
stitiition given to by William IV., 910 
severance of from the British crown 
10J3. 

Hansard, Messrs., prosecution of, fur libel 
contained in a parliamentary p.iper, 1017 
Hanse towns, decline of, 160. 

Han way, Joseph, inventor of umbrellas, 
54*2. 

Harcourt, lord, found dead in a well, 507 
Hardinge, sir Henry, his bill for settlemeni 
of Irish tithe, 967. 

Hardware. See Sheffield, 

Hardy, Thomas, tried for high treason, 
590 ; interment of, 928. 

Harold, his reign, 19. 

Harrington, sir John, describes queen 
Elizabeth's hypochondria, 156. 

Harris, Mr., death by aerostation. 813. 
Hartshead Moor, great meeting on, against 
the new poor-law, 1022. 

Harvey, Mr., discovers the circulation of 
the blood, 171. 

Hastings, battle of, 24. 

Hastings, edict issued from relative to 
maritime rights, 41. 

Hastings, Warren, receives a present in 
India, 519; articles of impeachment ex- 
• hibited against, 541 ; merits of his case 
lost in eloquence and legal subtleties, 
552 ; his acquittal, 593 ; his death, 747. 
Hatfield-house destroyed by fire, 985. 
Hatfield, John, marries the Beauty of But- 
termere, 632 ; executed at Carlisle for 
forgery, 657. 

Hatton, first lord chancellor who was nei- 
ther a bishop nor a lawyer, 1 50. 

Hawes, Benjaimn, his benevolent dona- 
tions to 24 public charities, 802. 

Hawes, Benjamin, M.P., in the 

oimmons imputations ou the Jews, 932 ; 
meeting*on church- rates, 1011. 
Hawkeswortb, !>., essayist, hia death, 
489. 


Hay, lord John, commences his naval co^ 
operation against the Garlists, 998 ; aids 
in their defeat at Hernani, 1000. 

Hay, Rev. Mr., Manchester magistrate, 
promotion of, 752. 

Hiiyti (St. Domingo), massacre of the 
whites there by Dessaliues, 660 ; final 
separation of, from France, 822. 
Hazlitt, William, his death and writings, 

Head, sir Francis, dissolves the house of 
assembly of Upper Canada, 1000. 
Headfort, marquis, convicted of adultery, 
662. 

Heat, example of endurance of, 838. 

Heber, Mr., the bibliomanist, 943. 

Hengist murders the nobles, 5 ; first Sax on 
king, 8, 

Healey, orator, under George I., 377 ; ap- 
prehended for seducing the king *8 
subjects, 433. 

Henry 1., his character, 28 ; disputes 
with the pope about investiture, ib. ; his 
charter. 29 ; reasons for his court being 
locomotive, i5. ; origin of parliament, 
ib.i loses his son by shipwreck, 30; 
dies from a surfeit, 31 ; taxes of his 
reign, tb. ; issue, ib, 

Henry 11., vigorous reforms by, 33 ; dis 
putes with clergy, 34 ; able prince, ib. j 
addiction to lyiug» ib,; summons to 
great men to swear to the succession. 35 ; 
holds a Becket's stirrup, 35 ; does pe- 
nance, ib,; debauches his son’s wife, 36; 
his death,^ tb, ; taxes in his reign, ib, ; 
issue, ib, 

Henry 111., dull but important reign, 46 ; 
constitution of parliament defined, ib, ; 
sells his plate frum want of money, 48 ; 
barons compel him to delegate his 
power, ib. ; besieged in Kenilworth cas- 
tle, 49 ; dies, ; issue and taxes, tb, ; 
police, improvements in, 50. 

Henuy IV., loses popularity he hiid ac 
quired before succeeding to the throne, 
72 ; his defective title favourable to en- 
croachments of the commons, tb, ; 
prince Henry’s dissipation, 76 ; loses his 
faith ill Providence, ib, ; dies, ib ; unusual 
number of nubleroeti executed in this 
reign, i6. ; taxes, and king's issue, tb, ; 
public statutes passed, 77 ; general vieiv 
of the hospitality, chivalry, costume, 
manners, and language of the time, 77 ; 
a melo-dramatic age, 78. 

Henry V., his reign creditable ; not more 
enlightened than predecessors in reli- 
gious matters, 79; persecutes the Lol- 
lards, 80; prepares for war against 
France, which he calls his inheritance, 
ib, ; challenges the dauphin, ib, ; vic- 
tory of Aipncourt,81 ; pawns his crown 
and jewels, ib.; masons impressed to 
make cannon-balls, ib, ; dines at Fans, 
82; dies of dysentenr. ib,; his widow 
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marrieji Owen Tudor, t6.; public sta- 
tutes^ ib. ; taxeti> 83. 

Hkniiy VI., a kin|ir in his cradle, 83; 
English possessions in Fiance, ib. ; civil 
wars of York and Lancaster, ib, ; dis- 
putes between bishop of VV incheater and 
duke of Gloucester, 86 ; murder of the 
duke, 87 ; commencement of popular 
instruction, ib. ; king receives a conse- 
crated rose, tb» ; battle of Sandal, 88 ; 
king’s debts, ib. ; deposed, 89. 

HeNKY Vll., a wise and politic prince; 
breaks power of great families by allow- 
ing them to disentail their estates, 102; 
his hostility to numerous retainers, ib. ; 
king’s attainder reversed by his acces- 
sion, 105 ; Lambert Simnel set up 
against him, ib. ; insurrection in the 
north against taxes, 106 ; Perkin War- 
beck, ib. : chapel built at Westminster 
Abbey, 107 ; Empson and Dudley aid 
in the king’s extortions, ih. ; on his 
death-bed makes restitution for his ava- 
rice, ib. ; his riches, spends 14,000/. in 
building the Great Harry, lOS. 

Hknhy VIII., popular at commencement 
of his reign ; his history best portrays 
his character, 112; parliameut rendered 
powerless, ib, ; corruptions of Romish 
church prepared the way fur Reforma- 
tion, 113; salads, carrots, and other 
edible roots introduced, 1 14 ; executions 
ill this reign, i6. ; marries his brother's 
widow, 115; gaiety of the court, t6. ; 
Edmund de la Foie beheaded, ib. ; 
Hunne burnt for a heretic, 115; king 
manumits two slaves on just principles, 
ib. ; grand tournament between English 
and French kings, ib. ; acquires title of 
*• Defender of the Faith,” ib. ; raises 
taxes without parliament, 117 ; falls in 
love nith Anne Boleyn, 118; cohabits 
with her before marriage, i6. ; Queen 
.Anile beheaded, and next day the king 
married Jane Seymour, 119; insurrec- 
tion owing to dissolution of monasteries, 
120; articles of religion established, of 
which the real presence is one, ib. ; 
Cromwell beheaded, i6. ; enters Boulogne 
in triumph, 121 ; infirmities, stamp used 
to affix his initials, 122 ; dies; settles 
the succession, ib. ; his riches, 124; 
revenues of religious houses, 125 ; 
science, ib. ; learned men, 127. 

Henry, Robert, the historian, his death, 

554. 

Henry, Dr., eminent chemist, his sudden 
death, 1014. 

Het|t*uer, description by, of queen Eliza- 

Heptarchy established, 7. 

Herbert, sir H.. his circulai^ to the dissent- 
iiig peers on the reform bill, 914. 
Herculaneum discovered, 434; attempts 
by Davy to unrul the 802. 


Heretics, first law against, 73. 

Heiries, Mr., supposed to be a nominee of 
the king as chancellor of the exchequer. 
832 ; wiiigs withhold their support aad 
confidence from him, 835. 

Heron’s, sir R., motion on grant of pen- 
sions to Dundas and Bathurst, 869. ' 

Herring-fry, shower of, 83^. 

Herschel, Dr., discovers four satellites, 612. 

Hertford, marquis of, dismissal from the 
household, 701. 

llesse-Cassell, new constitution established 
in J831, 910. 

Hewley's, dame Sarah, charity case, 942. 

Heywood, the Elizabethan poet, 159. 

Hibernia, emigrant ship, burnt, 930. 

Hides of land in Englaml, 40. 

High commission, court of, 140. 

Highlanders, disarming of, 376. 

Hill, general, surprises a French force, 
698 ; assaults Ahnarez, 701, 

Hill, rev. Rowland, his death, 932. 

Hiitiala mountains found to be highest, 747. 

Iliudostan, new government of, in 1833, 
939. 

Hip-joint removed by sir A. Cooper, 810. 

Hobiiouse, sir John, stands in 1819 iur 
Westmiusti r, 748; committed to New- 
gate, 751 ; triumphs over the whig candi- 
date, 780 ; attends queen Caroline to 
St. Paul’s, 785; resigns his seat for 
Westminster, 933. 

Hoche, general, prevented landing in Ire- 
land by a storm, 600. 

Hohenlohe, prince, his miracles, 794. 

Ilolinsked, faithful historian of Elizabethan 
age, 159. 

Holland, expedition to, in 1794, 581, 584, 
593 ; do, in 1799, 616; states-gener,.! of, 
opened, 1011. 

Holland, sir John, guilty of assassination, 
69. 

Holland, lord, damages obtained against 
603 ; opposes committal of a printer to 
Newgate, 615. 

Holloway and Haggerty, execution of, 
677. 

Holy Maid of Kent burnt, 119. 

Holy Alliance formed, 721 ; principles ot 
the combination, 767. 

Hone, William, three trials of, 742. 

Honey-lane market, city of London scluml 
founded on, 984, 

Hood, Robin, a vagabond outlaw, 39. 

Hope, Henry, death of, 698. 

Homer, Francis, his bullion report, 600 ; 
his resolutions on the currency iiegativod, 
and those of Mr. Vansittart adopted, 
696 ; his death in Italy, 739. 

Horrocks, Samuel, nearly murdered by a 
cotton-spinner, 806. 

Horses, breed of, encouraged, 137 ; number 
ex|Hirtcd from 1750, 488; poisoned by 
ea’iiig of the yew-tree, 675. 

H 011 SI.KY, Dr., his death, 674. 
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lIoriicuUuTO under the Tudors, 137 ; pro- 
gress of, 788. 

lioitoii, sir K. Wilmot, his inquiries on 
emigrating, 834. 

Hosier, admiral, disastrous expedition of« to 
Porto Bello, 380. 

Hospital, Sr. Thomas's, prices paid at, 
from 1688 to 1832, 1082. 

Hospitality of Richard II. ’« reign, 77. 

Hotspur signalizes his courage, 68 ; slays 
Douglas, 69 : himself killed at Shrews- 
bury, 74. 

Houses, falling of old ones as destructive 
in London as fires, 599. 

Ilouse-wainiing by George HI., 664« 

Howard. John, his death, 551. 

Howe, lord, his naval victory, 588. 

llowick, lord, statement by relative to the 
Dorchester labourers, 947 ; brings for- 
ward army estimates, 907 ; moves a re- 
solution oil the privileges of the com- 
mons in respect of libels, 1018. 

Huddersfield, foundations of a Roman tem- 
ple found there, 425. 

Hull, general, taken prisoner, 703. 

Hulls, Jonathan, suggests the application 
of steam to navigation, 1050. 

Humane society, 692 

Hums, David, his prediction on contest 
with United States, 499 ; his death, 
505. 

Hume, Mr., his efforts to promote economy, 
770; attends the queen to St. Paul’s, 
785; proposals of retrenchment, 790; 
moves resolutions on the Irish church, 
804 ; motion in 1826 on the state of the 
nation, 823 ; connected with the Greek 
Joans, 825 ; returned for Middlesex, 
870; supports tenants-at-will clause iu 
the reform bill, 878 ; suppression of the 
Orange societies, 886 ; motion for a gra- | 
dilated coi^n-duty. 947 ; supports resolu- 
tions for repealof mail-duty, 967 ; moves 
resolutions on Orange lodges, 980 ; dinner 
given to, in Drury-lane theatre, 1017 ; bill 
of, on county-rates, 1021. 

Hundreds made answerable for robberies, . 
52. 

Hungarian diet recommends publicity of 
discussion, 930. 

Hungerford-market opened, 934. 

Hunt, John and Leigh, tried for a libel on 
the prince regent, 704. 

Hunt. John, punished for a libel, 790. 

Hunt, Henry, presides at Spafields meeting, 
738 ; ten davs’ trial of, at York, 780 ; 
makes a public entry into London after 
expiration of his imprisonmment, 801; 
bis death, 

Hunter, Dr., celebrated anatomist, dies, 
525. 

Hunting, proclamation against, 166. 

Uiintiogdon. oountess-dowage** of, her 
death, 557. 

Hunton, Joseph, executed for fwgtry, 840, 


lluskisson, Mr., spens the silk-trade, 811 ; 
rupture with the duke of Wellington, 
836 ; efforts to advance free-trade prin- 
ciple, 856 ; his death, 896. 

Hutton, Charles, mathematician, dies, 803 
Hy de-park fair, 714. 


I. 

Ibrahim Pasha takes Missohinghi, 823 
compelled to abandon the Morea, 842 * 
defeats the Turks at Konieh, 927. 

Idiots, number of, in England, 1041. 

Ikey Solomons, sentence of, 903. 

Impropriations in the church of Kiiglaiid 
return of, 1069. ' 

Ina, Saxon legislator, 8 ; assembles Witte u- 
agemote, i6. 

Incendiary fires in 1730, 398; in Norfolk, 
798 ; alarming increase of, in 1830, 900 : 
frequent in 1833, 942. 

Incest, instance of, 469. 

Income-tax imposed. 612; returns of as- 
sessments under, 723 ; ministers defeated 
ill wish to continue, after the peace, 73b. 

Indulgences, sale of, 113. 

Infanticide most prevalent where there are 
the fewest illegitimate births, 1041. 

Infant schools established, 756. 

Infiuenza, rematUable prevalence of, 933. 

Inglis, David, traveller, his death, 988. 

Ingulph writes history of Cruylaiul abbey, 
44. 

Inoculation with small-pox introduced, 367. 

luns of court, their origin, 64. 

Ins and Outs alike mistrusted hy the 
people, 676. 

Insurrection act for Ireland m 1822, 797; 
iu 1833, 931. 

Intemperance, dreadful effects of, 688. 

Interdict, kingdom laid under, 42. 

Investiture of biHho^w, 28. 

Ionian republic formed under protection of 
the Porte, 620 ; placed under protection 
of England, 721. 

Ireland, William Henry, forgery by, of the 
Shakspeare papers, 597 ; his death, 98!) 

luEi.ANu, army from, invades Wales, 14 ; 
buy English children for slaves, 17; 
annexed to England, 34; humbled by 
King John, 42; Poyning's law, 106; 
Tyrone submits to Queen Elizabeth, 
144; revenue derived from, 146 ; Tyrone 
defeats the queen’s forces, 154 ; money 
coined for, in 16th century, 161 ; attempt 
to colonize under James L, 16*); 
Wentworth establishes order, 180; vic- 
tims of the massacre, 184; settlemi iit 
of Irish lands after the Restoration, 24-7 ; 
parliament after revolution of 1688 de- 
clares itself independent of England, 
272; Irish forfeitures under William 
HI., 288; churches built out of for- 
feited estates, 303 ; commons acknow 
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leiljifc iiivler Anne dependence on En- I 
land, 306 ; member expelled the com- 
mons for a curious reanon, 307 ; Wood 
obtains a parent to coin halfpence} 
371; commotion raised by Dean Swift, 
373 ; Irish peers claim to attend a 
royiil wedding} 406 ; British residents 
in France required to enlist in Irish 
regimeiitS} 407 ; Irish emigration in 
1736} 411 ; census of piote&tants taken 
in 1741, 419 j dispute of commons with 
English ministry about exche(][uer sur- 
plus, 44 ); list of absentees in 1768, 
477 ; duration of her parliament limited 
to eight years, ib, ; relief granted in 
1778 to her trade, 511 ; parliament peti- 
tion for free-trade, 5 to; lord North’s 
proposition for re ief, 514; convention 
i)f Dungannon, 5'i2 ; an estate purchased 
for Mr. Grattan, 524; convention of 
volunteer delegates, 526 ; attempt to 
assemble a national congress, 528 ; pe- 
tition from Manchester with 120,000 
signatures against the import of Irish 
linens, 539 ; non-importation agreement 
passed in Dtiblin, 540; comparison of 
ill 1748 and 1792, 569; machinations of 
United Irishmen, 576; outrages of the 
Defenders, 579; coercion in Ireland 
under lord Camden, 592; United irish- 
men and Orange clubs instituted^ 593 ; 
O’Connor found guilty of treason, 594 ; 
projected invasion by general Boche, 
600; motion fur reform of the com- 
mons, 604 ; rental of Irish absentees, f6. ; 
(letition presented at a levee by Mr. Fox, 
607 ; torture practised, rebellion of 
1798, 608; arrests of O'Connor and 
others, 609 ; arrest of lord Fitzgerald, 
610; militia begin to serve in Ireland, 
Wolf Tune and Napper Tandy arrest- 
ed, 611, 612; legislative union pro- 
posed in a royal message, 613; Irish 
regiment disbanded in Hyde Park, 614 , 
claims for damage sustained in rebel- 
lion, 619 ; union debated id commons, 
620; means by which effecleil, 638; 
sums paid for compensations, 639 ; in- 
surrection ill Dublin ; lord Kilwarden 
and Mr. 'Wolfe murdered, 656; meeting 
at Dublin in 1810 to consider the repeal 
of the legislative union, 693; Wellesley 
Pole’s circular, 695 ; Mr. Cox pilloried 
for recommending the dissolution of the 
union, 696 ; barbarities by the natives, 
714; epidemic in 1818 in the hospitals 
of Dublin, 745 ; statement of the amount 
of the Irish revenue from the year 1800 
to 1820, 755; eleven banks stop pay- 
ment, 783; visit of George IV., 793; 
murder of the Sheas, 794; famine of 
1822, 798 ; decoration of statue of Wil- 
liam III. prohibited by proclamation, 
801 ; riot at the Dublin theatre, 802 ; 
subscriptions raised for relief of dis- 


tressed Irish amount to 800,000/., 802 ; 
inquiries by lords’ committee in 1825, 
818; agitation of the Catholic asso- 
ciatioiis, 840 ; supineness of the ministry, 
841 ; passing of the catholic relief bill, 
844 ; disfranchisement of the 40s. free- 
holders, 845; political agitation still 
continued notwithstanding the relief 
bill; IVIr. Shiel pledges himself to pay 
neither rent, tithes, nor taxes, unless 
the union be repealed in two years, 909 ; 
address to the king from 250,000 Irish 
protestants, 912; crimes in Ireland and 
coercion bill of 1833, 931 ; acts relative 
to tiihes and the Irish church, 995; 
fight of the Irish clans, i5. ; excitement 
against Sir R. Peel’s ministry, in 1835, 
964; motion for introduction of poor- 
laws, 967 ; decision of government 
against employment of police or mili- 
tary in collection of tithes, 984 ; di.stri- 
bution, in 1834. of population in respect 
of religion, 986 ; ministerial plan for 
reform of Irish corporations, 997; car- 
ried in the commons, 998; statue of 
William HI. on College-green blown 
up, 999; commission on Irish railways 
appointed, 1011 ; agricultural and com- 
mercial bank stops payment, 1013; 
great increase of the trade between Bri- 
tain and Ireland, statements of exports 
to and imports from that kingdom since 
the union, 1034; ecclesiastical statistics 
of the kingdom in 1834, 1070. 

Irish fairy, a phenomenon, 540. 

Irish absentees, rentals of at two periods, 
477, 604. 

Irish rebellion of 1798, 608. 

Irving, rev. K., disturbances in his chapel, 
907 ; his death, 959. 

Iturbide, his rash enterprise and death, 
809. 

Jack Straw executed, 69. 

Jackson, rev. J., expires in the dock at 
Dublin, 593. 

Jackson, general, battle of New Orleans, 
717; takes possession of the Floridas 
791 ; elected president of the United 
States, 844 ; gross outrage on, 933 ; his 
hostility to the national bank, 948. 

Jacobins, great exterminators, 575 ; their 
rivalry with the Girondists, 582 ; dis- 
turbances created by them, 592. 

Jago, Sr., valuable prize taken, 582; di- 
vided among the captors, 609. 

Jamaica taken by admirals Penn and Ve- 
nables, 211. 

Janies I. of Scotland, a learned man, 91. 

Jamks I., crown passes from a Tudor to a 
Stuart, 164 ; his theory of the English 
constitution, i6; learned but imbecile, 
»b.; orders a ciitpurse to be hung with- 
out trial at Newark, 165 ; religious con- 
troversy at Hampton Court, 166 ; gun- 
powder plot, 1^* I death of Cecil, 168 
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an Arian burnt, 169 ; Villieni becomes a 
favourite, ib. ; Somerset found guilty oi 
the murder of Overbury, ib,; determines 
to make the Scotch adopt the reformed 
worship, 170; Book of Sports published, 
ib. ; corruption of the judges, 171; thrown 
head foremost into the New Kiver, ib. ; 
prince Charles and Buckingham start 
on their romantic tour to Spain, ib.; 
king dies at Theobalds, 172; habits 
and person, ib.; titles openly salable, 
173; coin, ib.; expenses of the great, 
174 ; men of letters, ib. 

Jauks II., character and policy of. 251; 
constitutional advantages gained from, 
252 ; his accession ; false promises, ib . ; 
address of the Quakers. *253; Mon- 
mouth's rebellion, 254 ; Jeifreys's cru- 
elties, ib. ; au army assembled on Houns- 
low Heath ; several papi.ds sworn of the 
privy-council, 256 ; penal laws suspend- 
ed. 2 j 7 ; attempts on corporations, 258 ; 
bishops committed to the Tower, 259 ; 
a |)rivate meeting of peers to invite the 
prince of Orange over, ib.; the prince 
publishes a memorial, 260; lands at 
Torbay, 261 ; the king, deserted by 
every one, embarks for Flanders, ih. ; 
convention parliament assembled, 263 ; 
important debates, tb. ; issue of the king, 
ib.; public statutes, revenue, ib»; com- 
merce, 264 ; state of middle classes, 265 ; 
manufacturing acts, t6. ; labouring 
classes, state of. t6. ; population, amount 
of, 266 ; religious sects, number of, 267 ; 
society distributed into classes b; Gre- 
gory King, lb.; death of James 11, at 
St. Germain's, 291 ; remains of, disco- 
vered, 814. 

Janissaries, extermination of. by Sultan 
Mahmoud, 824. 

Java conquered by the British, 697. 

Jebbs, Dr., advrxrate of popular, rights, 
541. 

Jedcott, Sir John, his dud at Exeter, 933. 

Jed'erson, Thomas, elected president of 
the United Stai^ 624 ; declines to be 
re-elected, 680 ; his death, 824. 

Jefiirey, Francis, chosen lord rector, 786; 
made lord-advocate, 899; created a 
judge of session, 949. 

Jedreys, chief-justice, his cruelties, 254. 

Jena, battle of, 675. 

J eny 08 , Soaine, his death, 544. 

Jenkins, captain, story of his mutilation, 
415. 

Jenkins, the tall bank clerk, 609. 

Jenner, Dr., introduce vaccination, 619; 
voted 10,000/. parliament, 631; his 
death, 808. 

Jereroie* Mr.^ compelled to vithclraw from 
the Mauritius the planters, 920. 
Jersey, invasion of, by the French, 518. 

Jervis, sir John, his naval victory over the 
Spaniards, 601. 


Jerusalem surrenders to the infidels, 36. 

Jesuits* order founded, 121* 

Jewellery, discovery of a quantity that 
had been stolen, 708. 

Jaws brought from Rouen, 25 ; massacre 
of, 38 ; become the sole money-lenders, 
45; one-third of their property confis- 
cated, 47 ; hung for coining, 52; ques- 
tions put to, by the French emperor, 
673; number of, 823; qualified to be 
admitted into the London common 
council, 905 ; testimony to their indus- 
try, 932; bill for removal of disabilities 
oi, lost iu the lords, 937 ; first of them 
called to the bar, 930. 

Jewish year, mode of observing, 839. 

Joanna Southcott, her death. 716. 

Jocelyn, bishop, charge of sodomy, 800. 

John, king, his character, 40; great char, 
ter of, ib.; divorces his wiib, 41; his 
edict on marine rights, ib.; loses Nor- 
mandy, ib. ; kingdom laid under an in- 
terdict by the pope, 42 • his humiliation, 
ib. ; ravages the country with foreign 
mercenaries, 43 ; dies, tb. ; taxes, illegi- 
timate issue, ib,; curious traffic, 45; 
keeps bravos to fight the barons, tb. 

Johnson, Dr, Samuel, receives his pension, 
469 ; his death, 529 ; arrival in Loiulidi 
with Garrick, 1046 ; reports the parlia- 
mentary debates, ib. ; patronage of, by 
Cave, ib. 

Johnson, Dr. Samuel, sentenced to the 
pillory, 256. 

Joint-stock companies in 1825,816; sub- 
ject of, brought forward by Alderman 
Waithman, 825. 

Joint-stock banks, principles on which 
established, 990 ; rapid increase of from 
1833to 1837, 1015. 

Jones, sir William, dies, 587. 

Jones, John Gale, convicted of sedition, 
603; his dispute with the house of cum- 
moiis, 691. 

Jones, Paid, his attack on the English 
coast in the American war, 5b9 ; his 
death, 560. 

Jordan, Mrs., her death, 736 ; her connex- 
ion with William IV., 890. 

Josephine divorced by Buonaparte. 6 )0; 
her deiith, 7 1 3. 

Jourdan, inaishal, crosses the Rhine, 599; 
wins the battle of Fleuru.>, 588; his 
death, 944. 

ubilee proclaimed by the Pope, 107. 

Jubilee under George 111., 689. 

Judicial improvements in Edward II I*’** 
reign, 63 ; cost of establishments of» in 
1836, 1072. 

Judicial combat, the first, 27. 

Judges, salaries of, fixed, 818. 

Jiiltits Csesar, fimi historian of Britain, 1 ; 
hif descent on the island, 2 ; fouml 
money in usey 7. 

Jnnot, general, 4 ;nter 8 Lisbon, 680. 
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Junius, publication of his ** Letters, ” 483. 

Jury trial not introduced by Alfred, 10 j 
ancient mode of, different from modern, 
64; laws of, consolidated, 818; number 
of qualified jurors in each county in 
1835, 1072. 

Justices of peace established by Edward I., 
64 ; laxity of, under Elizabeth, 155 ; 
number of, in 1829, 1072. 

Justices of assize instituted, 63. 

K. 

Kalisch, grand review at, 984. 

Kean. Edmund, tragedian, damages ob- 
tained from, 817 ; his death, 933, 

Keats, sir George, his death, 948. 

Kt^mble, John, takes leave of the stage, 
740. 

Kent, duke of, appointed governor of 
Gibraltar, 629 ; his death, 752. 

Kent, duchess of. marriage of her daughter 
Feodore, 837 ; visits the lake Llanberis, 
920. 

Kent magistrates, meeting of, 898. 

Kenilworth castle, Henry III. besieged in, 
49. 

Kenyon, lord, his mistaken opinion on re- 
g ating corn. 622 ; his death, 6.10, 

Keppel, admiral, honourably acquitted, 
512. 

Key, sir John, sensation produced by, 936. 

Kieii Long, Chinese etnperor, dies, 618. 

Kilwarden^ lord, murdered in Dublin, 656. 

King, Gregory, his distribution of society 
into classes at the revolution, 267. 

King's college, first meeting on, 838; site 
fur, given by government, 846. 

King John’s castle blown down, 620. 

King, Peter, lord, his death, 934. 

Kingston, duchess of, tried for bigamy, 
5U4. 

King's bench, court of, instituted, C3. 

King's bench prison, mock election in, 830. 

Kinnear and others convicted of swind- 
ling, 748. 

Kirk and Jeffreys, their cruelties in the 
west, 254. 

Kleber, general, assassinated in Egypt, 
621. 

Knights of St. John of Jerusalem snp- 
pressed. 120, 

Knighis Templars, dissolution of, 57. 

Knight, Charles, on popular literature, 
1049. 

Knighthood surreptitiously obtained, 790, 

Knox, John, his efibtts to reform Scottish 
rhurch, 143. 

Konieh, battle of, 927. 

Konigsmark, count, assassinates Mr. 
Thynne, 240; his intrigue with the 
queen of George 1., 379; his assassi- 
nation at Hanover, ih, 

Kosciusko defeats the Uussiaus, 587 ; de- 


feated by Suvarof, 689; liberated by 
Paul, 600 ; arrives in London, 604. 

Kotzebue, assassination of, 748. 

Krudener, madame, death of, 816. 

Kutosoff, marshal, takes command of 
Russian army, 703 ; battle of Boridiuo, 
i6. ; his death, ib, 

. L. 

Labedoyere, colonel, shot, 721. 

Lafayette, general, his liberation procured 
by Buonaparte, 606 ; his death, 949. 

Lafitte, M., his dispute with the represent- 
atives of Buonaparte, 797, 

Lake, lord, defeats Irish rebels at Wex- 
ford, 610. 

Lake, captain, punished for abandoning a 
seaman, 691. 

Lamarque, general, his funeral, 916. 

Lamb, George, his death. 944. 

Lambert, Daniel, found dead, 688. 

Lambert Symnel set up against Henry 
VII., 105 ; defeated and made a scul- 
lion in the royal kitchen, 105. 

Lambeth-palace burglary, 806. 

Lancaster. Jostq)h, his system of popular 
education, 756. 

Land-tax redemption plan, 609. 

Laufranc, learned prelate. 44. 

Langton, archbishop, holds a synod at 
Westminster, 47. 

Language of Anglo-Saxons. 12; progress 
of, to Henry IV., 78 ; specimen of an- 
cient j)oetry in, 79. 

Lausdowne, marquis of, brings forward the 
budget, 671; plan for mortgaging the 
war-taxes, 677 ; succeeds his brother, 
690 ; motion in 1819 for Inqvnry into 
state of manufacturing districts, 751 ; aid 
afforded by, to Mr. Canning’s ministry, 
77 1 ; moves for a committee to consider 
the means of extending foreign com- 
merce, 782; declined to act on the 
green-bag committee against the queen, 
783 ; thought the charges not proved, 
784 ; difference with lord Liverpool, 
788 ; denounces the Holy Alliance, 
804 ; moves an address to acknowledge 
independence of South American states, 
811; becomes secretary for the home 
department, 829 ; tenders his resig- 
nation on the appointment of Mr. Ker- 
ries to be chancellor of the exchequer, 
832 ; efforts to promote the principle of 
free trade. 856 ; abandons Irish tithe 
bill to lord Lyndhiirst, 999. 

La Perouse, fate of, ascertained, 838. 

Lascelles, H., moves in the house of com 
mons for the public interment of Mr. 
Pitt, 670. . 

Latin studie*! with avidity in PJth cen- 
tury, 125, use of, in law abolished 
under George II , 401. 
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Laud, ArcbVwhop, belieaded on Tower 
hill, 191. 

Laudanum, robbery effected by adminis- 
tration of, on board a steam-packet, 847. 
Lauderdale, earl of, first appearance of, in 
parliament, 518 ; bis duels, 560 ; brought 
forward for sheriff of London, 604. 
Lavallette escapes from prison, 721. 

Laven- sands, accident on, 740. 

Law, John, establishes royal bank of 
France, 353. 

Law-lords mostly die without heirs, 673. 
Lawrence, sir Thomas, his death, 901. 
Lawrence, Mr., his lectures declared out 
of the protection of equity, 798. 

Lawyers declared ineligible to sit in parlia- 
ment, 63 ; conversation on fees of, in the 
Old Bailey, 813 ; ditto in chancery 819. 
Laybach, congress at, 785. 

Leach, sir John, master of the rolls, his 
death, 956. 

Leadenhall-strcet. Roman pavement dis- 
covered, 659. 

Leaden pipes for water first used, 1 20, 
Ijearned men from 827 to 1066, 21; ditto 
from 1066 to 1216,43; do. from 1216 
to 1400, 89; from Magna Charta to 
1485, 99; ill Henry VIll.’s reign, 125; 
Latin and Greek studied by with avidity, 
i6.; of Elizabeth’s reign, 158. See 
AUn of Letters and Literature, 

Lease, legal question of, determined by 
the judges, 507. 

Lecturing, a new mode of preaching, 100. 
Lee, Mrs., abduction of, 659. 

Lt'eds castle, queen of Edward II. insulted 
there, 56. 

Leeds, turnpike riots, 443 ; lives lost at a 
methodist meeting, 599 ; stone cotfin 
found, 684; case of a weaver, 698; 
murder by the trade-unionists, 926; 
wages at, l039. 

Lefevre, Charles .Shaw, his testimony on the 
state of agriculture, 991. 

Legacy duty, returns of, 1080. 

Leghorn made a free porf, 954. 

Lent, observance of, enforced, 10. 

Leicester, earl of, favourite of Elizabeth, 
143,151. 

Leicester, corporation of, refuses to submit 
to the commission of inquiry, 941. 
Leighton. Dr., horrible punishment of, for 
libel, under Chatles 1., 179. 

Leo X., learned but licentious, 113. 

Leof, a robber, 15, 

Letpsic, battle of, Napoleon completely 
defeated by the allies, 708. 

[.eland, librarian to Henry Vlll., 168. 
Leslie, proirwr, obtains damages for li- 
bel, 800. 

Letters, inviolability of, 814. 

Levellers, their priucipies in Oliver Crom- 
well’s time, 204. 

Levy, Mr., throws himwlf from the monu- 
ment, 69L 


Lewis, Groalhead, and others, convicted ol 
a political conspiracy, 782. 

Library, proverb respecting, 25. 

Lichfield see founded, 10. 

Life-boat, 1200/. voted fur, by parliament, 
631. 

Life and fortune men of Edinburgh, 584. 

Lighthouses, number and management 
of, 986. 

Lilburiie, John, punished for libel, 186; 
banished by Cromwell, 208. 

Limerick, articles 273, prices at 1088. 

Linen, weavers of, settle in England, 69 ; 
export of, allowed, 384 ; state of, in 1760, 
457 ; vast increase in export of yarn, 
1033. 

Lincoln cathedral built, 19. 

Lion fights at Warwick, 819. 

Lisbon, great earthquake at, 445. 

Literature, state of, on the death of Queen 
Anne, 331 ; under George 111., 734; 
ditto under George IV., 778; degraded 
state under the Stuarts, 1044; change 
efiected tinder Queen Anne, i7>. ; progress 
of popular literature, 1049. See Leanud 
Men and Alen of Letters, 

Littleton, Sir Thomas, author of “ Te- 
nures,” 90, 

Littleton, Mr., misunderstanding as to 
renewal of Irish coercion bill, 952 ; his 
elevation to the peerage, 972. 

Liverpool, earl of (the first), liis death, 
684, 

Liverpool, earl of (premier), heads war 
party in 1792, 554; his ministry, 770; 
sudden illness of, and termination of 
his government, 827 ; character of, 828. 

Liverpool, address from, in 1775, against 
the American rebellion, 503 ; raisetl re- 
giments to support the war against the 
colonists, 507 ; spire of a ch’irch falls, 
killing 37 persons, 691; opening of 
railway to Manchester, 896 ; election 
corruption in 1835; 9ii4; commerce of 
in 1835 and 1837, 1035; amount of 
dock duties received, 1080. 

Llandaff see founded, 6,10. 

Llewellyn, last prince of Wales, 50 ; bis 
death, 52. 

Lloyds, subscribers to, shout fur war, 674. 

Local militia established, 682. 

Locke’s ** Essays” condemned by Spanish 
inquisition, 665 ; subscription raised lur 
a monument, 9U2. 

Locomotive engine, patent for, 706; ex- 
plosion of one, 76 persons killed, 721 ; 
trial of speed of, 848; discovery of. 
1050; singular errors respecting the 
first action of, ib. 

Loft Capel. his dcath> 816. 

Logarithms invented by Napier, 169. 

Logic in the reign of Richard IIL, 99. 

Lollards, their doctrines, 67 ; prosccutioD 
of, 80. 

Lombards, their estates seised, 59. 
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Lombe^ obtamt a patent for Italian silk- { 
machine, 4^ ; tries the silk brought 
from Gaori^ia, 409. 

London^ first fortifitid, 3 ; see of 
founded^ 9; receives a charter from 
William 1., 24 ; stews established, 33 ; 
Tower built, 25 ; London bridge begun, 
37 ; assumes regular government in 
Richard 1.’8 reign, 39 ; burning of the 
bridge, 42; buys privilege of having 
mayor sworn before barons of the ex- 
chequer, 48; bakers of, punished for 
briery, 52; Richard IL takes away 
charter, 70 ; water brought from Tyburn 
brook, 74; Guildhall rebuilt, 76; pav- 
ing of Savoy begun, 86; first lord 
mayor's show, 87 ; gentlemen and na- 
tives only taken apprentices, 105; first 
feast at Guildhall, 107 ; riot against fo- 
reign artificers, 114 ; evil May-day, 116; 
court of requests established, id. ; plague, 
which causes cify to be cleansed, 129; 
Bridewell given to city for poor tra- 
vellers, 131 ; Wyatt’s insurrection, 134; 
St. Paurs spire burnt, 1 43 ; efforts to 
resist Spanish armada, 150; water con- 
veyed into the houses, 153; new river 
cut, 167; James I. presented with 
purses of gold by citizens, id, ; citizens 
enjoined to build fronts of new houses of 
stone or brick, td.; entertains Elector 
Palatine, 168; Moorfields levelled, 169; 
fiug pavement laid, id,; appearance of 
city under James, 173 ; plagues under 
Charles 1., 175; city militia muster in 
Finsbury Fields, in defence of Parlia- 
ment, 185; intrenchments thrown up 
round the metropolis, 188; rumps burnt 
in bonfires for joy on the arrival of 
General Monk, 216;; Great Plague, 
225 ; Great Fire, 227 ; Romau pave- 
ments discovered, t6. ; mean submission 
of city to Charles 11., 242; abuse of 
the orphan fund, 280 ; violent storm 
causes loss of a million ; a fast-day in 
consequence , 307 ; prodigious fall of 
Hies, 315; new churches erected, 321; 
fire in which fifty persons perished, 340 ; 
another fire, loss 500,000/., 347 ; a ren- 
dezvous of the most desperate of the dis- 
affected in 1716; riot at a ituig-house, 
352 ; publicans compelled to take loyal 
oath at Hicks’s Hall, 354 ; manners in 
1725, 375; st^feets infested with robbers, 
394 ; state of prisons, 395 ; barbarities 
of Bambridge, Keeper of the fleet, 396 ; 
great stir al^ut Walpole’s excise scheme, 
405 ; sheriff fines applied to the build- 
ing of the Mansion-house, 407 ; calves- 
head feast, 408 ; meeting in 1735 of 
charity schools, id,; numlier of spirit- 
^ops, 410; grand entertainment at 
Somerset House, id,; curious explosion 
in Westminster Hall, 411; glass lamps 
put up to prevent robberies, 412 ; 12,000 
persons convicted in a year for the ille- 


gal sale of spirits, 415; Welsh fair 
Finsbury and Southwark fairs, 424; re- 
bellion of 1745 ; city gates shut, 429; 
people leave their houses under the ap- 
prehension of an earthquake, 436 ; state 
of Newgate, 436; cattle that passed 
through Islington to Smithfieldin 1758, 
450; price of building ground in 1760, 
468 ; increase of buildings, 472 ; cattle 
in 1768 killed, 477; provisions seized 
by the populace, 487 ; population of in 
1783, 532; great improvement in po- 
lice, 560; loyal volunteer force raised, 
in 1794, 587; falling of old houses as 
destructive to human life as fires, 599 ; 
King refuses to receive city address on 
the throne, 603 ; first stone of London 
docks laid, 631 ; improvements in the 
port of Jjondon, 637 ; forgery in the 
city, by which the stocks are ailvanced, 
654 ; livery pass resolutions in favour 
of renewal of war, but deprecate re- 
newal .of income-tax, 656 ; number of 
places of worship in 1804, 660; loyal 
address on the dismissal of the Gren- 
ville ministry, 678 ; in 1813 remarkable 
fog and fall of snow, 710; the Thames 
frozen over, 711; custom-hini»e burnt, 
id.; entertains the allied Sovereigns, 
714; tumult in 1815 on account of 
corn-bill, 717; petitions prince regent 
against pensions and lavish expendi- 
ture, 738; streets filled with unem- 
ployed seamen, 743; number of painters, 
sculptors, and architects, 747 ; petitions 
;wesented from city for revisal of cri- 
imnal law, 743; poor in 1819 sutler 
great di>tress, 751 ; petitions of mer- 
chants ut London for free trade, 781 ; 
suicides in, 794 ; day patrols established, 
801; rebuilding of the bridge deter- 
mined upon, 806 ; site of 807 ; paving 
the streets with granite, 808 ; last re- 
maining stocks removed, 825; anti- 
quities discovered in digging the 
foundation of the bridge, 831 ; acci- 
dent at the Guildhall banquet 833; 
Jews admitted to freedom in the city, 
837 ; new regulations relative to the 
port, 848; subscription clubs, 843; 
new London bridge opened, 905; sug- 
gestions for local improvements, 942; 
Mr. Raphael appointed in 1834 sheritf, 
the first catholic since the Stuarts, 
952 i city of Loudon school on the site of 
Honey-lane market founded, 984 ; 
uherirf Solomons rejected by the court 
of aldermen, being a Hebrew, 986; 
commitals for crimes, 1831-1834, 1059. 

London bridge, new, first stone laid, 318 ; 
in digging foundation antiquities dis- 
covereo, 831 ; opened, 905. 

London Gazette, origin of, 1043. 

London and Birmingham railway begun 
933. 

London Institution begun, 721. 
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London university projected, 818; first 
stone of, laid, 828 ; opened, 840 ; pro- 
^sal of government of a charter to, 


Londonderry, marquis of. See Castlereagh, 

Longevity, instances of, 92, 449, 540. 

Longitude, errors respecting, in England, 
813. 

Longman, Thomas, fiqed with four others 
fur not serving the office of sheriff, 422. 

Lopez, sir Manusseh, bribes electors of 
Ivrampound, 748. 

Lord's prayer, Saxon words in, 12« 

liOiiDs, House of, barons summoned to, 
50 ; change in constitution by Edward 
1., 51; eleven lords chosen to control 
waste of Richard 11., 70; refused to 
grant Henry IV. money without con- 
sent of commons, 75 ; had ceased, un- 
der Henry Vlll., to be a check on ty- 
ranny of monarchs, 112; destruction of 
the jHserage by the war between the 
houses of York and Lancaster, ib, ; re- 
ject a bill for general manumission of 
bondsmen, 117; exclusion of spiritual 
peers by Reformation, 120; commons 
resolve under Elizabeth that the lords 
have nothing to do with taxes, 152; 
Arundel committed to the Tower by 
order of Charles 1. ; declared a viola- 
tion of their privileges, 177; reject the 
ordinance of the commons for the trial 
of King Charles, 195; commons de- 
clare their assent nut necessary to a 
law, ib * ; resolved to be useless by the 
commons, 200 (see Commonwealth ) ; 
Cromwell assembles a house of lords 
which he opens in |)erson, 213; last 
attempt to claim original jurisdiction 
in civil causes, 229; Charles II. attends 
the debates, ib. ; violent dispute with 
the comuions, 232 ; right of bishops to 
sit ou the trial of impeached lord^, 
236 ; debates on the Orange revolution, 
263 ; throw out a place-bill which had 
pa&seU the commons, 278 ; dispute with 
the commons on privileges of peers in 
impeachments and conference, 290 ; 
sermon of Dr. Binckes, 303 ; resolve 
that tacking any clause to a money-bill 
is contrary to the usage of parliament 
to defeat the occasional conformity 
bill, 305 ; assert their right to examine 
the public accounts, i6. ; dispute be- 
tweeu the houses on takiug examina- 
tion relative to a plot, 307 ; writ de- 
manded for the electoral prince of 
Hanover to sit in the house, 328 ; di- 
vorce case, 341 ; bill under George 1. 
for limiting the peerage, 360 , south 
Sea affairs, 365; debate on French 
being permitted to build men-of-war 
in England, 368; non-appearance of 
the sfieaker, 369 ; order a declaration 
of pretender to be burnt by the hang- 


man, 37 1 ; deep fall of show impedes 
the arrival of peers under George II., 
399; notice given to judges that peers 
answer only on honour, not their oaths, 
403 ; declaration of 48 peers on the 
disqualifying resolution passed by the 
commons on Mr. Wilkes, 482 ; im- 
portant decision on copyright, 490; 
bill for relief of dissenting schoolmas- 
ters rejected, 487; resolutions moved 
on the right of crown to choose its mi- 
nisters, 527 ; question of Scotch peer- 
ages, 542; leave the proceedings on 
Queen Caroline's trial to view a solar 
eclipse ; 783 ; precedent of peers filling 
office of master of the rolls, 812 ; com- 
mittee of, on Ireland in 1825, 818 ; re- 
jection of the reform bill, 905; cir- 
cular of Sir H. Herbert, 914; bills 
lost in the lords in the second Kession 
of reformed parliament, 955 ; rejection 
of bills, by ill session of 1835; ref'urin 
of, po;)ularly agitated, 983; free con- 
ference with the common',, 1 005 ; table 
of peers created from 1264 to 1837 in- 
clusive, 1060 ; division of the old and 
new creations on the reform bill, ib, 

Loreito entered by the French, who take 
possession of the rich lady there, 601. 

Lottery first drawn in England, 145 ; abo- 
lition of, 817. 

Louis XIV., death and reign of, 343. 

Louis XVill. enters Paris, 713 : his 
death, 814. 

Louisiana, sale of, to the United States by 
Spain, 658. 

Lovar, lonl, his profligate character, 307 ; 
sides with the king in Mar’s rebellion, 
346 ; receives a pension, 356 ; beheaded 
on Tower hill, 433, 

Luwther, Robert, taken into custody for his 
corrupt government of Barbadoes, 364. 

Lowther, sir James, moves to exclude 
strangers from the commons, 527. 

Loyalty loan raised in 1796, 600. 

Loyd and Jones, bankers, robbed, 787. 

Loyd, dtdeiice by, of country banking, 1015. 

Luddites, urigiu of, 698 ; fourteen executed 
at York, 706. 

Luuardi^s ascent in a balloon, 530. 

Lunatics, number of, in England, PM I. 

Luneville, treaty of, coiicludetl b.iwcen 
Austria and France, 621. 

Luther, Martin, monument to, 794. 

Lutzen, battle of, marshal Bessieres kdled 
707. 

*Luxury, laws to restrain, 66. 

Lyceum, attempt to alter the hour of en- 
tertainment, 741. 

Lyndhurst, lord (.Uopley), able defence of 
Thistlewood and Watson, 740 ; mutila- 
tion of the Irish tithe bill, 999, lOUO } 
justifies his conduct pending the session; 
1005. 

Lyttleton, lord, ghost story about. oM* 
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Lyoni surrenders to republicans in 1793, 
584; sanuruinary commotion there, 908 ; 
riots in a833. 948. 


M. 

I 

MacauleVi Mrs., her statue taken down, | 
507 ; her death, 557. 

Macbeth, king^ of Scotland, deposed, 18. 
Macclesfield, earl, his divorce, 286. 
Macclesfield, the corrupt lord chancellor, 
375. 

Macdonnel, Eneas, found guilty of a libel, 
833 ; opposes a grant to Mr. O’Connell 
out of the rent, 847. 

Macedonian frigate taken by the Ameri- 
cans, 704. 

Machinery, important resolutions on. in 
1779,513 ; attack on, in Yorkshire, 700. 
McAdam, Mr., his suggestion for paving 
London, 808; his death, 1014. 
Macintosh, sir James, appointed recorder 
of Bombay, 658 ; motion on capital 
punishments, 748; seconds a motion for 
printing the ancient British histories, 
800 ; chosen lord rector of the univer- 
sity of Glasgow, 801 ; his death and 
biographical character, 914. 

Macklin, the actor, his protracted law-suit, 
528. 

Mackreth, Robert, a member of the com- 
mons, imprisoned for challenging sir 
John Scott, 582. 

Madagascar, island of, discovere<l, 107 
Madeira, island of, discovered, 60. 

Madison, James, elected president of the 
United States, 686. 

Magazine, literary, origin of, 1046. 
Magellan’s straits discovered, 116. 
Magistrates, return of lay and clerical. 
1072. 

Magna Charta, its importance and provi- 
sions, 40 ; conceded at Runnymede, 43 ; 
frequent ratidcations of, 45. 

Magnetic needle first usecl, 53 ; change in 
direction of, 742. 

Mahon. O’Gormafl, assault by, in court, 965. 
Mahon, lord, his motion on foreign policy, 
1020. 

Maida, victory of, 672. 

Maitre, Le, his plot against George 111., 
589. 

Malcolm, sir John, his death, 933. 
Malibran, inadame, vocal actress death, 
1014. 

Malt, consumption of, in 1773,332; ditto 
in 1830 and 1837,1041. 

Malthus, rev. T R., political ecOi.omi8t, 
his death and writings, 960. 

Mammoth, skeleton of, discovered in 
Kssex, 812. 

Man, isle of granted to sir John Stanley* 
75. 

Manchester, bishop of 13 ; repaired in the 


year 924, 14; celebrated in 1552, for 
manufactures, 161 ; paupers keeping 
dogs struck off the poor-list, 431 ; ad- 
dress from, iti 1774, deprecating the 
American rebellion, 503 ; raised regi- 
ment to support war against revolted 
colonists, 507 ; presents a petition with 
120,000 signatures against the import of 
Irish linens, 539 ; dispersion of a poli- 
tical meeting by military force, 750; 
suicides from iutemperance, 810; new 
sect of Christians established, 814, 
bakers’ and provision shops attacked in 
1827, by rioters, 846 ; railway to Liver- 
|K)ol opened, 896 ; rate of wages in, 1039 ; 
prices of provisions from 1810 to 1832, 
1083. 

Mandeville publishes his Fable of the 
Bees, 373. 

Manners, of the aborigines of the island, 1 ; 
of the South Britons, 6 ; of the Anglo- 
Saxons, 19 ; passion for a long-toed shoe, 
33 ; long hair worn in Stephen’s reign. 
26 ; Normans only two meals a-day,45 ; 
hospitality of Richard Il.’s reign, 77 ; 
effects of chivalry, i6. ; costume of 
Henry IV., 78; a melo-dramatic age, 
robbery frequent by nobles and common- 
ers, i6. ; state of, before the reformation, 
138 : amusements under Elizabeth, 1 62 ; 
theatres, ; coaches, use of, 163; hour 
of dinner, tlf. ; habits of the great uiidei 
James I., 173 ; under Charles II., 249 ; 
disorderly piactices in 1725, 375; licen- 
tious court of George 1., 382; enter- 
tainment in 1735 at Somerset-house, 
410; court of George III., 757: as- 
cendancy of the nobility, 758 ; increase 
in commercial riches and the arts, ; 
decline of intemperance, tavern duels, 
and street outrages, 759; costume in 
the eighteenth and early portion of -the 
nineteenth centuries, iL ; effects of 
changes of fashion, 760; influence of 
newspaper press, id . ; attempt to intro- 
duce gymnastic exercises, 819 ; mode of 
walking in 1827, 827 . 

Manors, the erection of, prohibited, 52. 
Mansfield, lord, appointed chancellor of the 
exchequer, 448 ; dispute with lord Cam- 
den on libel, 484’; j udgment on Somerset, 
a negro, 487 ; presides on the bench in 
his 80th year, 539 ; resigns chief justice- 
ship of Knglaud. 546 ; death and cha- 
racter. 581. 

Mansfield, sir James, his legal opinion on 
rape, 679. ^ 

Manuel, M., killed in a duel, /87. 
Manufactures, amount oi, in 1/82, 

See Co/ton, Linen, and fVooHen. 

Mai, earl of, sentenced to imprisonment 

909. 

Mar, earl of. his rebellion, 344 ; battle of 

I numblaine, 3^6; escapes to 1* ranee 
I 34^ 



ial6 


INDKX. 


Marat, Jean Pattl^ assasainated by^Charlotie 
Corda}% 583. 

5farceau, the French general, killed, 599. 

Marengo, victory of, 621. , 

Margate steamer burnt, 740. 

Marine society, beginning of, 446. 

Maritime rights, question of, 706. 

Markham, archbishop of York, dies, 680. 

Markham, rev. O., obtains damages, 630. 

Marlborough, duke of, taken prisoner, 
304; receives a pension, which causes a 
warm debate, 305; attacks iiitrencli- 
roents of Schellenberg, 308; battle of 
Blenheim, 309 ; battle of Ramilies, 311; 
his power undermined at court by Mrs. 
Masham, i6. ; duke’s mission to Charles 
XII. of Sweden, 312; battle of Oude- 
narde, 314 ; exposed to a severe frost, 
316 ; turns the lines of Villars in a mas< 
terly manner, 322; peculations of the 
duke, 323; near fighting a duel, 325; 
seised with illness, 349 ; his death, 370. 

Marlborough, duchess of (Sarah Jen- 
nings), dies, 426. 

Marlowe, dramatist of Elizabeth, 159. 

Marmunt, marshal, defeated at Salaman- 
ca, 703; surrenders Paris to the allies, 
712 ; commands in the July insurrec- 
tion, 893. 

Marquis, first who bore the title, 69. 

Marriage act, royal, 487. 

Marriage act, new, of 1822, 800; ditto of 
1836, 1006. 

Marriages, fecundity of, in different coun- 
tries, 927. 

Mam, horrid murder of, 698. 

Marsaglia, battle of, in which bayonets are 
first used with the loaded musket, 279. 

Marshaisea court, determination respecting 
tenant’s notice, 664. 

Marston.mouT, battle of, 190. 

Martin sets fire to York minster, 843. 

Mary queen of Scots beheaded, 149, 

Masy, queen, conflicting religions nearly 
balanced on her accession ; her errors 
were those of her time, 132 ; number 
that suffered for religion on the conti* 
nent, 133; lady Jane Grey, who had 
been set up by the council, resigned, t5. ; 
reformed liturgy of Crunmer abolished ; 

{ irotestant bishops excluded from par- 
iament, 134; marriage articles agreed 
upon with Philip ut Spain, i6. ; church 
purged of marrira {iriests, 135; married 
to Philip, i5. ; burnings for heresy, 13C ; 
die** of dropsy, tifr. 

Masons unknown to the Saxons, 21 ; im- 
pressed to make cannon-balls, 82. 
Massens, mstshal, the Ajax of France, 
616; stirrenders Genoa, 621; invasion 
of Portugal, 693 ; retreat from, 695. 
Massey, rev*, obtains damagee against 
marquis of Headfort, 6(i2. 

Mathews, Charles comedian, hit death, 
978. 


Mauritius taken by general Abereromby, 

May-day kept by Henry VIl., 115. 

Meal-tub plot, 236. 

Measurement of a degree of latitude, 655, 

Mechanics’ institutions established, 770. 

Medicine, schools for, in 1 3th century, 44 ; 
state of, in 15th century, 100 ; uiida 
Henry VIII., 126. 

Mehemet Ali revolts from the Porte, 811 ; 
invades Turkey, 934; strength of the 
empire of the pasha, 935. 

Melbourne, lord (William Lamb), remarks 
on corruption, 822 ; secretary for Ire 
land under Mr. Canning, 829 ; refuses 
to receive petition of trade-unionists, 
948 ; becomes prime-minister on the re- 
tirement of earl Grey, 953 ; sudden dis- 
missal of his ministry, 958 ; weakness of 
reform ministry after loss of earl Grey, 
lord Durham, and the Stanley sect ion, 
963 ; moves an amendment to the Wel- 
lington address, 966 ; his ministry re- 
stored ; question as to the terms on whicli 
Mr. O’Conneirs support had been se- 
cured, 969 ; character of his ministry in 
1836, 992 ; pensions granted by, 993; 
trial relative to Mrs. Norton. 1002. 

Mellish, Mr., killed by a robber, 609. 

Meilish, W’iUiam, provision contractor, 
961. 

Melville, lord, charges against, 665; 
speech at the bar ot the common^, 666 ; 
acquittal of, 672 ; his death, 698 ; mo- 
nument erected to, in Edinburgh, 788. 

Men op Lettkrs that died under James 
1., 174; do. under Charles I., 108; 
do. under Charles II., 248; do. under 
William III., 297; do. under queen 
Anne, 331 ; do. under George I., 385; 
do. under George 11., 455 ; do. under 
George III. from 1760 to 1774, 40); 
do. 1744 to 1783, 533; do. 1783 to 1792, 
569; do. 1792 to 1803, 639; do. 1803 
to 1816, 726; do. 1816 to 1830, 862 ; 
do. 1830 to 1837, 1085. 

Mendicity society instituted, 706. 

Meiidizabal, M., appointid prime ministir 
in Spain, 983; his duel with Istuntz 
999 ; retires from the ininistry, 1000. 

Merceron, Mr., a Middlesex magistrate 
convicted of embezzlement, 744. 

Merchant-adventurers’ society. 54. 

Merchant tailors refuse to submit to the 
inquiry of the corporation cmnmissiun, 
941 ; dinner given by, in 1835, to sir K. 
Peel, 971. 

Meridian, measurement of a degree of,6ja. 

Merino sheep introduced, 690. 

Mermaid exhibited in London, 801. 

Merton, declaration of the barons, , 

Mbthouisii, rise of, under .Wesley, 390 ; 

Whitfield, his first pulpit preacli»n^% 
416 ; roemliers ejected who are 
to govcrqmenti 606. 
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Methuen treaty, termination of, 979. 

Metz BtagO'COuch, robbery of, 471. 

Meunier attempts the life of Louis Philin. 
1014. * 

Meiix*ii enormous vat burst, 715. 

Middlesex magistrates, conviction of, 688. 

Military asylum, Chelsea, founded, 627. 

Military and naval pensions anniiit}', 799. 

Military force, amount of in 1804, 663. 
See Urtny, 

Military regulations, now, 690; ditto in 
1836, 1005. 

Mill, James, historian, his death and 
writings, 1002. 

Mills and factories, employment of chil- 
dren in, 1037 ; number of in the United 
Kingdom, 1040. 

Milton, the poet, made foreign secretary, 
*4^00 ; a bookseller executed for a libel 
written by him, 225 ; bust of by Bacon, 
584 ; a Latin MS. of discovered, 810. 

Mina, general, orders the execution of the 
mother of Cabrera, 996 ; his death, 
1013. 

Miiiden, battle of. 452 

Mirabeau, the orator, his death, 556. 

Miranda, (general, his expedition, 671. 

Mississippi, pecuniary crisis of, 362. 

Missolonghi taken by Ibrahim Pasha, 823. 

Mitford, John, an eccentric author, 911. 

Moira, earl (Hastings), ministerial nego- 
tiations of. 701 ; success of his Indian 
administration, 742 ; decision of East 
India company respecting, 818. 

Mulesworth, sir W., motion to place foot* 
guards on same scale of pay as troops 
of the line, 997 ; motion for repeal of 
property qualification of members, 1018 ; 
remarks by on foreign trade, 1033. 

Mona, seat of the ancient Druids, 3. 

IMouasieries, suppression of, 113 ; pensions 
granted to inmates, 120; revenues of, 
12 \ 

Monk, general, his politic conduct on the 
death of Cromwell, 215 ; arrives in Lon- 
don wiih his army, 216; receives a 
letter from Charles II., lA. ; his perfidy 
on the Restoration, 217 ; betrayal of 
Argyle, 223. 

Monks, their luxurious feasting, 37 ; em- 
ployed ill copying, 44. 

Monmouth, duke of, his rebellion, 2 )4. 

Miaimouth, confession of a murder, 711. 
Monstrosity, instance ot, 551. 

MonUgu, lady Mary Wottley, death of, 

Montague, Mrs., her death, 622. 

Montesquieu, remarks by on war, 652. 

Monte Video taken by assault, 677. 

Montgomery, convicted of forgery, deslroys 
himself in Newgate, 839. 

Montrose, the heroic partisan of Charles I., 
executed at Edinburgh, 201. 

Monument, man throws himself from, 691 ; 
seditious placards stuck on, 622. 


Moore, sir John, (xpedifion to Sweden, 
682 ; battle of Corunna and his death, 
685 ; monument to, 688. 

Moore, Ann, an impostor, 684. 

Moors driven out of Grenada, 106. 

More, Sir Thomas, executed by Henry 
VIIL, 119; his writings, 127. 

More, Hannah, her death and writiuers 
940. ^ 

Moreau, general, his fine retreat through 
Germany, 599 ; banished by Buona- 
parte, 659 ; killed at the battle of Dres- 
den, 708. 

Morpeth, lord, bill for improvement of 
Irish constabulary, 996 ; his bill for 
settlement of Irish tithes, 999 ; declares 
an adherence to appropriation clause, 
tb . ; third attempt to settle Irish tithes, 
1022. 

Morrison, Dr., vender of a universal me- 
dical pill ; trial relating to. 1018. 

Mortimer, earl, impeached, 58 ; hung at 
Tyburn, 59. 

Mortmain, first statute of, 52. 

Moscow, burning of by the Russians, 703 ; 
colossal pillar erected to commemorate 
the defeat of the French, 709. 

Motte, La, a spy, hung, 519 

Muir, Scottish reformer, tried, 584 ; put in 
irons on the hulks, 585 ; his death, 613 ; 
meeting to erect a monument to, 1018. 

Mule jenny, invention of, 494, 

Mulgrave, lord (Normanby), motion for 
reduction of one of the postmasters- 
general, 799 ; becomes lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland, 971. 

Municipai. Corporations, measure for the 
reform of, 972 ; abuses in revenues, 973 ; 
recommeudations of commissioneiV re- 
port, ih. ; plan of ministers, 974 ; first 
election of town-councils under new act. 
9SG ; debate on appointment of borough 
magistrates, 996; elections in 1836 
1012. 

Miinro, lady, and three servants, drowned 
while bathing, 657. See JnUerson, 

Munro, president, recommends abolition 
of internal taxes in the United Stales. 
742. 

Murat, general, made king of Naples, 683 ; 
joins the allies. 711; his defeat and 
death, 7 18. 

Murray, sir John, defeats marshal Suclut, 
707. 

Murray, Lindley, popular writer, dies, 826 

Mutiny bill, how it became annual, 271, 


N. 

Napier, lord, superintendent at Cantoiw 
his death. 957 . 

Napier, admiral Charles, victory over the 
Miguellite fleet, 935. 
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Naseby, battle of, between Charles I 
and the parliament, 191. 

Nash, John, architect, his death, 989. 
National calamities, three remarked in 
early ages, 67. 

National convention, meetingr in 1833 to 
choose one ; fatal affiray with the police 
933. 

National convention (French). See France. 
National Debt, state of in 1688, 295 
causes assigned for the increase of under 
William III., ib. ; scheme for reducing 
interest in 1716,384; amount of princi- 
pal and interest in 1714 and 1727, ih.; 
reduction of four {«r cents, in 1749, 
436 ; debt on accession of George III , 
460 ; little reduction during the peace, 
493; increase by the war with Ame- 
rican colonies, 331 ; sinking-fund of 
Mr. Pitt established. 541 ; amount of 
debt and interest in 179*2; increase and 
loans during the war to 1803, 634; in- 
crease and loans to 1815, 723; sums 
beoueat^ed for payment of the debt, 
804; general statement of the debt, 
funded and unfunded, and the charge 
thereof for each year from 1815 to 1837, 
10*29 ; different stocks and their amount, 
Jan. 1, 1837, 1030; number and classes 
of public annuitants, 1043. See Tajee^, 

National school society instituted, 696. 

Navarino. buttle of, 833. 

Navy, fighting in line adopted under 
Charles II., 226; compared with that 
of France ill 1760, 461 ; again in 1780, 
499; state of in 1780, 516; compared 
with France, Spain, and Holland, in 
1783, 531 ; dangerous mutinies in, 603 ; 
progress of during French revolutionary 
war, 726; better victualling of, 814; 
altered mode of distributing prize-money, 
947 ; plan for lessening impressment, 
885, 982. 

Navy five percents, reduced, 797. 

Navy-uOfice established, 1)5. 

Neapolitan ambassador commits suicide, 
582. 

Nelson, admiral, unsuccessful attack on 
Santa Ciuz, 605 ; victory of the Nile, 
611; conduct at Naples, 615; attack 
on Copenhagen, 626 ; repuhe at Bou- 
logne, 627; victory of Trafalgar, 667; 
grants to family of, 67*2. 

Nelson, earl, brother of the admiral, his 
death, 966. 

Nero, the Roman emperor, made heir of a 
British king, 3. 

Neville, archbishop, the goodly feast he 
provided in 1466, 94. 

Neville's cross, battle of. 61. 

New Forest, creation of, 23 

New Lanark, experimenta in e<lucation of 
Mr. Dale, 560. 

New river channel empowered to he cut, 
167 


New York, great fire at in 1835, 986. 
Newbattle explosion, 70 persons killed, 
718. 

Newcastle, first charter to for coal, 50. 
Newgate prison, first stone of 5 laid, 483 ; 

state of in 1749, 436 ; riot in, 737. 
Newhall-hill meeting to elect a legislato- 
rial attorney, 749. 

Newlaiid, Abraham, bank cashier, dies, 
680. 

Nkwspapehs, circulation of, proof of popu- 
lar inttdligence, 760; reduction of the 
stamp-duty announced, 997 ; increase 
of papers in consequence, 1 009 ; history 
of the newspaper press, 1048; Mer- 
curies during the commonwealth; In- 
telligencer, L uidon Gazette, and coun- 
try papers, origin of, i6. ; news-correspon- 
dent established, 1044 ; degraded state 
of the press from James I. to the Re- 
volution of 1688, ib.; change effected 
under Queen Anne, ib.; parliameutary 
reporting begins in the magazines, 1045 ; 
sir T. VVinnington’s prediction respect- 
ing, t/>. ; newspapers begin to report the 
debates, 1046; resistance of the com- 
mons, i5.; triumph of the press. 1047; 
effect of publishing the debates, ib. ; 
change in the mode of reporting from 
the time of Mr. Woodfall, ib,; Mr. 
Perry and Mr. Windyer obtain facili- 
ties for, 1048 ; circulation of newspapers 
before, and subsequent to, reduction of 
the stamp duty, 1049. 

Newtonbarry, 35 persons killed in a tithe 
affray, 904. 

Newton, sir Isaac, the philosopher, dies, 
380. 

Ney, marshal, defeated by the crown 
prince of Sweden, 708; bravery of, at 
Waterloo, 719 ; his heroic death, 721. 

Nice, council of, called. 4. 

Nicholson, Margaret, attempts the life of 
George 111.; 541. 

Nile, battle of, 611. 

NootkaSoxind discovered by Captain Cook, 
508 ; affair of, in parliament, 553. 

Nfo-popery of lord George Gordon, 516; 
of the Portland ministry, 643. 

Norbury (Toler), earl of, his death, 910. 

Norfolk, duke of, dismissed from lord-lieu- 
tenancy of Yorkshire, 608. 

Normandy severed from the English crown 
41. 

Normans, a/iaf Danes, 7 ; use seals and 
witnesses in deeds, 25; trial by battle 
introduced by, ib. 

North, lord, establishment of hie ministry, 
465, 481 ; his death, 561. 

Northumberland household book, 1 08 

Norton, Mrs., trial respecting, 1002. 

Norway annexed to Sweden, 715. 

Norwegian storthing opened, 1011 ; in- 
crease of population of Norway, ib. 

Norwich eat)^edral burnt by citizens, 49 
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Nottingham built, 14; outrages of Cap- 
tain Lud begin, 698. 

Nugent, lord, assists in exhuming John 
Hampden, 839. 


0 . 


Oakhamists, a religious sect, 90. 

Oastler, Mr., attends the Hartshead-moor 
meeting, 1022. 

Oates, Titus, his plot, 234; convicted of 
perjury, and sentenced to be whipped 
and pilloried, 253; pension settled on 
him under William 111., 272. 

Oaths first used, 9; legal decision on, 
828. 

Obesity, ins ta ices of, 437, 688. 

Obituary, annual, from 1760 to 1836 
inclusive, see the end of each year. 
Deaths of other eminent persons, see 
surname of the individual. 

O’Brien, Denis, implicated in the practices 
of government spies, 784. 

O’Brien, Mr., moves for the introduction 
of )K>or<laws into Ireland, 967. 

O’Brien, Henry, his death, 989. 

Observer newspaper fined, 781. 

O’Coighley, executed on Pennenden-heath, 

010 . 

O’Connell, Mr., at a meeting in Dublin 
represents catholic emancipation as se- 
condary only to repeal, 693; duel with 
Mr. D’Esterre, 717 ; formidable resist- 
ance of, to the Wellington ministry; 
defeats the turies and orangemen, and 
works extraordinary conversions among 
the members of the government, 772; 
obtains emancipation, but surrenders the 
forty-shilling freehid<lers, 773; held to 
hail, but indictment thrown out, 817; 
defeats the Beresfords, 824; elected 
member for Clare, 839 ; efficient agita- 
tion by the catholic association, 840; 
silent on the extinction of the ^/orties,^ 
845 ; claims his seat in right of elec- 
tion for Clare, 846 ; re-elected for Clare, 
847 ; motion for the ballot, 852 ; speaks 
for six hours for repeal of the union, 
949 ; energetic exertions ag.iinst Sir R. 
Peel’s ministry ; exclusive trading ; 
death's head and cross bones, 964 ; tour 
of agitation in 1835 for reform of the 
house of lords, 984; negotiation for u 
seat with Mr. Raphael, 996; becomes 
member for Kilkenny in lieu of Dublin, 
1000 •, subscription to indemnify bim for 
expenses in the Dublin election, 1001 ; 
his Irish projects announced, 1003; op- 
position of Rev. T. O'Malley, questions 
the justice of giving a portion of tithe to 
landbrds, 1013; opposes plan of Irish 
poor laws, 1018. ^ 


O Connor, Arthur, and others arrested at 
Margate, 609; tried at Maidstone, 610 ; 
conditions of their pardon, 611. 

O’Connor, Roger, acquitted on a charge to 
rob the mail^ 741. 

06fa, directs sounding of trumpets, 9 ; 
his stone coffin discovered, 684. 

OflBcial and declared value of exports, ex- 
planation of, 756. 

Oglethorpe, his inquiry into the state of 
prisons under George II., 395. 

Old Bailey, convictions at, from 1760 to 
1774, 495; ditto to 1784, 532; jurisdic 
tion of the court extended, 955. 

Old Boar’s Head in Eastcheap removed, 
904. 

Oldham, inquest resultinf^ from the Man- 
chester affair, 751 ; serious riot by tiie 
unionists, 948. 

O’Loiighlin, sergeant, his hill on Irish 
municipal corporations, 997 ; appointed 
to the court of exchequer ; is first catho 
lie who has sat on the bench since 1688. 

ion. 

O’Mally, rev. T., his opinion on Irish tithes, 
1013. 

O’Meara, Barry, his marriage, 900 ; sale 
of his effects, 1004. 

O'Neil, Miss, actres.s, married, 751. 

O. P. row begins at Covent Garden theatre, 
689. 

Opera-house, sabbath regulation respect- 
ing, 665. 

Oporto wine company, privileges abolished, 
951. 

Orange clubs instituted, 593; put down, 

886 . 

Orders in council issued, 677, 680; re- 
voked in respect of America, 70*2. 

Organs first used, 10. 

Orkney, lady, mi dress of William III. 
383. 

Orleans, duke of, beheaded, 585*. 

Orleans, duke of. Ses -Louis. 

Orleans, New, battle of, 717. 

Orrel explosion, ten persons killed, 701. 

Orrery, earl of QBoyle), dies, 401. 

Osborne, founder of a noble family 
142. 

Osnaburg, bishopric of, annexed to Hano- 
ver, 632. 

Ostend, expedition to, 609. 

Ostorius routs the Britous, 3. 

Oudenarde, battle of, 314. 

Outs and Ins, alike mistrusted by the 
people, 676. 

Owen, Robert, meeting in 1819 to consider 
his scheme of social improvement, 750; 
bis rational system, 756. 

Oxford, earl of (Harley), his dispute with 
lord Bolingbroke, 329 ; restored to favour 
on accession of Gkorge I., 340 ; ladure 
of the impeachment of, 355. 

Oxford colleges founded, 91 ; proposal to 
alter form of subscription. 972. 

4 I *2 
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Paddington canal opened, 627. 

Paganini, the celebrated violiniat, 904. 
Paget, lord (Anglesey)} hU romantic gal- 
laiitr}', 6S7. 

’ Paine, Thomas, his death and writings, 
687. 

Painter, John, the incendiary of the dock- 
yards, 506. 

Palaiox repulses the French at Saragossa, 
682. 

Paley, Dr., his death and writings, 665. 
Palliser, sir Hugh, resigns his seat in the 
commons, 512. 

Palm, a Prussian bookseller, shot, 673. 
Palmer, Scotch reformer, tried, 584 ; put in 
irons on the hulks, 585. 

Palmer, Horsley, his defence of the bank 
of England in 1836, 1015. 

Palmerston viscount, op^toses repeal of test 
act, 837 , defends the foreign policy of 
ministers, 1020. 

Pantheon, place of amusement, opened, 
486. 

Papyri of Herculaneum, attempts to 
unroll. 802. 

Parachute, descent by, 631. 

Pargiotes submit to voluntary exile rather 
than tyranny, 749. 

Paris, Matthew, account of, 90. 

Paris, entered by the allied armies, 712 ; 
treaty of, 713; second treaty of, 721; 
suicides in 1819, 749 ; average of rain 
in, 812 ; curious accouut of suicides in 
1831, 999; increase of robberies in 
1836, 1004. 

Parish-clerks ])erform the ** Creation/* 75. 
Parker, Richard, leader of the mutiny at 
the Nore, 603 ; execution of, 604. 

Parker, Mr., murder of, 780. 

Parliament. See Commons and Lokus. 
Parliamentary debates, ability to shine in, 
almost the only acquirement cultivated 
by statesmen under the Georges, 
876. 

Paki.iamentary Rkfoum, great meeting 
in Yorkshire, in 1779, tor, 514; |ie- 
titions presented for, by sir George 
Savile, 515; petition of upwards of ten 
thousand freeholders, 525 ; Mr. Pitt's 
motions for, 522, 525, 539 ; petition of 
Friends of the People presented by 
Charles Grey, 582; meeting in 1/95 to 
petition for imversal sufirage and an- 
nual parliamentei 594; motion of 
Brande, 692; sir Francis Burdett's mo- 
tion in 1817, 740; motion for universal 
suffrage by the baronet, 744 ; necessity 
of reform odmittedi but postponed 
during the reign of George 111. and IV., 
87 J ; despair of the radicals that the I 


house would reform itself, 872; fiist 
draft of the reform bill, ib, ; principles and 
influence of the reform bill on future go- 
vernment, 877 ; its first introduction, 
902 ; second introduction, 904 ; rejec- 
tion of, by the lords, 905 ; third intro- 
duction, 908; sir H. Taylor’s circular, 
and passing of the bill, 914; royal 
assent given to the bill, and alterations 
made in the representation, 919; close 
' of first reform session, and summary of 
business, 937. 

Parliamentary reporting, rise of, 1045 ; 
prognostications from, ib. ; resistance 
made by the house of commons to the 
publication of its debates, 1046 ; 
triumph of the press, 1047. 

Parliament houses burnt, 958. 

Parma, duke of, his will, 399. 

Parnell, sir Henry, his efforts to promote 
retrenchments, 770; motion for referring 
civil-list of William IV. to a committee, 
899. 

Parr, Thomas, celebrated for longevity, 
92 ; his great-grandson, 449. 

Parricide, shocking case of, 8* 

Parry, lieutenant, accounts from, 784 ; re- 
turn, 807 ; tJiisuccessful attempt to reacli 
the north pole over the ice, 832. 

Patch murders Mr. Bright, 666 ; trial ai.d 
execution of, 671. 

Patent laws, act of 1835 for improvement 
of, 982. 

Paterson, Miss, prohibited landing in 
France, 666. 

Paul, rev. Mr., a Jacobite, executed, 352, 

Paul of Russia assassinated, 626. 

Paul, Mr., his charges against lord Wel- 
lesley, 672 ; his duel with sir F. Bur- 
dett, 678; commits suicide, 68/. 

Pedro, Don, sails to dethrone don Mitriiel, 
920; enters Lisbon in triumph, 935; 
his death, 957. 

Peel, sir Robert (the first), his death, and 
biography 858 ; will of, proved, ib. 

Peel, sir Robert, peace preservation bill 
for Ireland, 714; bill fur the restoration 
of the currency, 755 ; opinion on in 
1822, 799; price of gold. i4>. ; bill on 
the treadwheel, 810 ; continues to reform 
the criminal laws, 830 ; resigns his seat 
for Oxford in consequence of the new 
policy ill respect of the catholic claims, 
843 ; measures for the settlement of the 
three great Irish questions, 844 ; intro- 
duces the catholic relief bill, ib . ; intro- 
duces bill for improvement of jiolice of 
the roetropoliii, 846; becomes in 1834 
prime minister, 884, 959 ; principles ot 
his ministry, 885 ; contrasts favourably 
with former tories, 888 ; address to elec- 
tors of Tamworth, 960 ; convinced of the 
impracticability of a re-active inoveinent, 
seeks to base his adininistratioii on re- 
form principles, 963 ; claims of himse‘‘ 
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and opponents, lA. ; bill for relief of 
dissenters, 967 ; plan for commuting 
tithes^ ib. ; dissolution of bis ministry on 
the quostionof dealing with the Irish 
church, 968 ; pensions granted by, 969 ; 
dinner given to, at merchant tailors* 
hall, 971 ; proposal to divide Irish tithe 
bill in two parts, 978 ; elected lord rec- 
tor of Glasgow university, 1613; ban- 
quet given to at Glasgow, 1017. 

Pelham, Mr., prime minister, 444. 

Penal laws, mitigation of, in 1778, 510. 

Penitentiary projects of Mr. Bentham, 
623 ; effects of too severe discipline. 
806. 

Penknife, remarkable one, 795. 

Pennenden heath, great meeting on, 840. 

Penniddocke, his rebellion against Oliver 
Cromwell, 211. 

Pensions, York county meeting in 1779, for 
abolition of, 514. 

Percival, Mr., against religious test bill, 
678; his iiiinUtry,689 ; his resolutions 
on the regency, 693; his additions to 
the royal household, 699 ; his assassina- 
tion by Bellingham, 701. 

Percy family, extinction of, 229. 

Perier, Cusimer, his death, 914. 

Perkin VVarbeck under Henry V'll., 106. 

Perry, James, fined for a libel, 615; de- 
feinls himself on trial for libel, 692 ; 
improvements effected by, in reporting 
parliamentary debates, 10*47. 

Persia, progress of Laiicasterian system in, 
975. 

Pest-house, site of. discovered, 830. 

Peter-pence first given, 10. 

Peter of Blois’s description of king Ste- 
phen's court, 33. 

Peter of Colecliurch, 37 ; dies, 42. 

Peter of Blois, learned theologian. 45- 

Peter the Cruel, restored by the Black 
i*riiice, 62. 

Petty treason, woman burnt for, in 1789 
in London, 548. 

Philidor. the great chess-player, 552. 

Philip II. of Spain dies of loathsome 
disease, 154. 

Philip V. of Spain, his abdication, 337. 

pHii.ip, Louis (^French king), expresses his 
repentance to the Bourbon princes, 620; 
his portrait as a schoolmaster jiresented 
to the Hchuolmasters’ society, 785 ; 
holds the French liberties only in trust, 
886; chosen to he king of the French, 
894 ; address to chamber of deputies, 
895 ; attempt to assassinate, in 1832, 
926 ; FieschPs infernal machine, 979 ; 
fired at by Louis Alibaud ; remark of 
the king mi his narrow escape, 1003 ; 
contrant of his luisitioii and that of Wil- 
liam lU* of Kngland, 1012; Mennier 
attempts the king’s life, 1014; general 
pardon i^r political ofibnees. 1022. 

Phillips, sir Richard, convicted of scl.iiig 


Paine’s works, 581 ; his efforts to correct 
prison abuses, 680. 

PichegTu, general, found strangled in bed. 
659. 

Pickpocket, one singularly drowned, 904. 

Pic-nic supper, account of, 629. 

Picton, general, trial of, for torture, 671 ; 
killed at Waterloo, 719 ; munument 
erected to, 819. 

Piets, first mention of, 4 ; extinction of, 
12 ; ruins of their capital discovered 
476. 

Picture-painting in churches, 20. 

Piers Gaveston, favourite of Edward I . 
55. 

Pigut, lord, obtains a verdict against his 
persecutors, 516. 

Pigs, management of, 671, 

Pilgrimages to Rome, 20; to Bucket’s 
tomb, 36 ; to Edward the Confessor's, 
424. 

Pillory, an attorney stands in, 668 ; bill- 
brokers, ditto, 662 ; abolition of, 753. 

Pinney, Charles, mayor of Bristol, pending 
the riots; trial of, 925. 

Pius, pope, his bull against Bible societies, 
740; his death, 806. 

Pitt, William, motions on parliament- 
ary reform, 500 ; his maiden speech, 
518 ; pronounces Ameiican struggle 
“holy cause of liberty,” 519 ; first mo- 
tion for parliamentary reform, 522 ; 
second reform motion, 525 ; appointed 
premier, 527 ; getieral illumination, 528 ; 
his commutation act, 529 ; his India 
bill, lA. ; his political administration 
during eight years of peace, 533 ; minis- 
terial plan of parliamentary reform, 539 ; 
his plan of a sinking-fund, 5 lx; com- 
mercial treaty with France, 543 ; regen- 
cy question, 547, 548; his remarkable 
declaration on pacific prospects in 1791 
558 ; interview with NL Maret, 564 ; his 
equivocations on the state trials, 590 , 
siigirests giving a premium for largo 
families, 597 ; advances a loan to the 
emperor without privity of parliament, 
600 ; uses the phrase “ radical reform,” 
608 ; land-tax redemption plan, 609 ; » 
duel with Mr. Tierney, 610 ; his resigna- 
tion, 625 ; compliments lord Castleieagh 
for his knowledge, lA. ; receives the 
thanks of the commons, 630; birth-day 
celebrated at Merchant Tailors’-hall, 
631 ; again lecoraes prime minister 
642 ; a whig of the revolution of 1688 ; 
contrasted with Mr. Fox, 643 ; second 
ministry |H)pular in the nation, but 
weak in parliament, 642 ; motion censur- 
ing the naval administration, 660 ; list 
of his second ministry; less consistent ^ 
than the Grenvilles, 661 ; strengthens' 
himself with the Addingtons, 664 ; op- 
poses the catholic claims, 665 ; death 
and character of, 668 ; vote for a public 
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funeral, 679 ; hie debtN ; monu- 

ment to, in Guildhall, 707 ; his statue 
erected in Hanover-square, 905. 
Pitt-prise established in Edinburgh, 972. 
Plaque visits Britain, 9; the same, 13; 
ditto in 1112, 30 ; prices limited, 56 ; ar- 
rives from Asia, and commits great 
ravages in Edward Ill.’s reign, 61; 
sweating sickness, first appearance, 105 ; 
a great pestilence in Henry Vll., 107 ; 
London cleansed owing to, in Edward 
VI., 129 ; ascribed by Erasmus to dirty 
habits of the people, 137 ; in London, 
28,000 die of. 153; ravages of, under 
James 1., 166; under Charles I., 176; 
great plague under Charles 11., 225. 
Plantageiiet, first prince of the line, 34; 

last of, Richard 111., 97. 

Platsburg, British flotilla captured by the 
Americans, 715 
Playing cards invented, 69. 

Plunkett, lord, deprecates inquiry into the 
Manchester outrage. 732; bills for le- 
moval of catholic disabilities, 788. 
Plymouth, name of, changed, 808. 

Poetry, specimen of ancient, 79. 

Poictiers, battle of, 62. 

Poland, first treaty for dismemberment 
of, 488 ; second partition of, 585 ; peti- 
tion of the diet against English curn- 
laws, 784 ; insurrection of 1836 ; pro- 
^ voked by Constantine, 899 ; capture of 
IVarsaw by the Russians, 905 ; termi- 
nation of the rebellion, 909 ; proceedings 
of Nicholas against ; incorporated with 
Russia, 912; statistics of the kingdom, 
943. 

Pole, cardinal, his attainder reversed by 
queen Mary's parliament, 135 ; only 
lacked the virtue of toleration, 136. 
Pole's, Wellesley, circular against public 
meetings in Ireland, 695. 

PolignaCy prince of, ministry Hp{H)intmeiit, 
and character, 866 ; conduct of the 
prince pending insurrection of July, 
§93; trial and conviction of, 900; his 
liberation from prison, 1014. 

Polish diet, petition of, 784. 

Political union, meeting of, in London, 
907. 

Poll-tax, imposed, and rate of, in Richard 
IL’s reign, 68 . 

Pombal, Portuguese minister, useful mea- 
sures of, 507 ; condemned to im prison- 
meat, 513. 

Ponsonby, Mr., surrenders his pension to 
the public, 739 ; his death, 74 1. 
Pontcyoylte, stupemlous aqueduct of, 667. 
Foouah, earthquake at, 749. 

Poor, laws for, instituted under Klixabeth, 
142 ; state of, under George I., 38.5 ; 
woikhouse system, its effect in iwdi icing 
paoperism, 086 ; condition of the people 
under George 11. gootl, 391 ; bill to en- 
eourage people to marry, 438 ; instance 


of popular ignorance, 439 ; at Manches- 
ter, paupers who' kept dogs struck ofl 
the list, 491 ; poor-rates, return of for 
1795, 505 ; workhouse system extended, 
524; wages begin to be paid out of 
poor-rates, 596 ; premiums suggested in 
the commons for large families. 597 ; 
soup-shops established, 618 ; Mr. Whit- 
bread's plan for improving condition of 
677 ; different modes of living of the 
pauper and independent workman, 927 ; 
principles of the poor law amendment 
act of 1834, 883 ; abuses on which it 
was founded, and proposed remedies, 
9.55 ; great meeting against, in York- 
shire, 1022; amount of poor-rates levied 
in each year, from 1750 to 1837, inclu- 
sive, 1040; reduction effected by the 
new poor-law act, 1041 ; relaxations in 
its administration in 1837 ib. ; tendency 
of the bastardy clauses elucidated from 
M. Guerry, ib. ; unions formed under 
poor-law act, ib. 

Pope, decline of power of, 57. 

Popham, sir Home, takes Buenos Ayres, 
672. 

Popular literature, progress of, 1049 ; com- 
parative number of works piibli.shed in 
the last and present centuries, ib. 

Population under the Romans, 6; under 
the Anglo-Saxons, 19 ; proclamations 
against, under Elizabeth, 147 ; amount 
ut, in that reign, 161; on the abdication of 
James II , 266 ; estimate of in the world, 
and theory of, in 1753,443; of .American, 
colonies in 175.), 446; first census in 
1801; delay of parliament iuinsiitdting 
638 ; previous dispute about the number 
of the people, ib.; census of, in 1801. 
1811, 1821, and 1831, comparative 
analysis of, 857 ; population of the chief 
towns in 1821 and 1831,859. 

Porchester, lord, inotiun on Walchereuex- 
|ieditiou, 692. 

Porlier, general, shot at Comnna, 721. 

Port of London, account of improvements 
in, 637. See Lomlon. 

Porteous, captain, aflfair of, at Edinburgh 
411. 

Porteous, bishop, his novel mode of rea- 
soning, 508. 

Portland, <luke of, informs lord-mayor of 
the landing of the French in Wales, 
602; his ministry, 678. 

Portsmouth, origin of name, 5; accident 
at a launch, 819. 

PoRTUoAi., auto-da-f% in, 1760, 468 ; 
death of Joseph 1., 507 ; royal family 
leaves Lisbon for Brazil, 680 ; revolu- 
tion in 1820, 783; death of John VI-, 
afiTairsof Portugal, 822; usuruation of 
Dun Miguel, 841 ; chastised by the 
French, 905 ; D<m Pedro sails from the 
Azores to dethrone Don Miguel, 920; 
enters Lisbon in triumph, 935 ; convents 
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and monagteriea a\>o\i«hed; altio privi* 
leges of Oporto wine company, 9jl ; 
Hudden death of the husband of Donna 
Maria, 968 ; sale of monastic property, 
978 ; c^ueen dismisses and recalls a 
ministry in one day, 985 ; marries a ne- 
phew of the king of Belgium, 992 ; re- 
volution effected in 1836; triumph of 
ultra-liberals. 1008 ; abortive attempt 
at counter-revolution, 1012. 

Post-office, new, opened, 848. 

Postage, amount of, in chief towns, 1078. 
Potatoes, mode of preserving, 684. 

Powell Forster, the pedestiian, walks from 
London toYork, 554; his death, 582. 
Power-loom, invented by Cartwright, 494 ; 
destruction of, 825 ; wages reduced by, 
1039. 

Poyuiug’s law in Ireland, 106. 

Pragmatic sanction alliance, 418\ 

Prayers composed in Kuglish, 121. 
Prerogative copy-rights inquiries on, 911. 
Presburg, treaty of, 667. 

Press, state of, under queen Anne, 312. 

See Newtpapers. 

Preston jubilee celebrated, 631. 

Prevost, general, repulses French at Domi- 
nica, 664 ; severities of, in Canada, 
710. 

Price, Dr., patriotic sermon, 550 ; his 
death, 556. 

PuicEs limited by parliament, 56; Nor- 
thumberland household book, 108; va- 
riations produced by the discovery of the 
American mines, 248; in 1633, prices of 
different articles, 265 ; under George 11., 
458 ; increase in price of corn from 1760 
to 1774, 494; ]irices of provisions in 
1778 in Newgate market, 508; prices 
of coals, dour, sugar, tea, and coffee, 
from 1793 to 1802, 636 ; depreciation 
of, ISIO; 690; prices of stocks, corn, 
coals, tea, sugar* and dour, from 1803 to 
1816. 725; ditto, from 1816 to 1830, 
861 ; ditto, from 1830 to 1837, 1042. 
Pride’a purge applied to the house of 
commons. 195. 

Priestley, Dr,, chosen member of the 
French convention, 562 ; his death and 
character, 659. 

Priests, marriajra of, forbidden, 1 7 ; conse- 
quences of, 28 ; their concubines denied 
Christian burial, 47 ; canons against 
marriage of, annulled, 122. 

Prior, the poet, hU destli, 368. 

Printers, wages of, and their steadiness 
since 1800, 1039; nineteen seat to New- 
gate, 693. 

Printing first practised, 93. 

Probert, William, execution of, 81t. 
Pro]>erty-tax, return of assessments under, 
723; ministers defeaterl in efforts to 
continue after the peace, 736. 

Provisois, statute of, excluding foreigners 
fiom church preferment, 60« 


PiiussiA, reforms of Frederick II., 535; 
death of the king, 542 ; sqcedes from 
coalition against France, 587 ; misapplies 
subsidy received from England, 591 ; 
signs treaty of peace with French re- 
public, 592 ; Frederick William II. dies, 
607 ; deplorable situation of, through 
her wavering policy, 643 ; seizes Hano- 
ver, 671 ; battle of .fena, 675 ; interview 
of the king with Alexander, 707; re- 
mark of the queen, 714 ; strengthens her 
foriresties, 744; formation of the com 
mercial league, 971 ; grand review at 
Kalisch, 984. 

Pryme, Mr,, his motion on the university 
statutes, 1022. 

Prynne punished under Charles I. for his 
“ Histriomasiix^"* 180. 

Public charities, progress of the commis- 
sion of inquiry, 985 ; return of amount 
of revenues of, 1081. 

Public annuitants, number of, 1043. 

Public revenue. (See National Debt, 
TWes.) 

Publicans, the first who suffered for heresy* 
3.5. 

PuHiTANS, progress of, 140 ; wish to es- 
tablish the Geneva discipline* 150; 
bitter persecution of, under Elizabeth, 
152; pretend to cast out devils. 153; 
proclamation to restrain their emigra- 
tion to New England, 181; austerities 
of, under the commonwealth, 201. 

Purveyance, a regal prerogative, 141. 

Pym, the parliamentarian, dies, 189. 


Q. 

Quadruple treaty concluded in 1834, 948. 
Quakers, persecution of, under Cromwell. 
212; one personates Jesus Christ, iL; 
address of, to James II., 253 ; afiiiiiia- 
tious, decision of the house of com- 
mons upon, 931. 

Quarterly Review on M. Cottu’s book 

868 . 

Queen Anne’s lx>unty to the church, 307. 
— farthing, advertisement for, 

629. 

Queen Charlotte, line-of-battle ship, burnt , 
700 lives lost, 620. 

Queens* consort, decision on their right tu 
be crowned, 791. 

Queenborough, man flogged by the 
mayor, 721. 

Quiberon, exiwdition to, 593 
Quintin, colonel, acquitted by a court- 
martial, 715. 


R. 

Radcliflb, Dr., eminent phAsician, 389. 
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Radical reform^ phrase first used by Mr. 
Pitt, 608. 

Radio Ai.s,*rise of political party of, 738; 
petitions to the number of 600, mostly 
praying for universal suffrage, and an- 
nual parliaments, in 1817, presented, 
740 ; Sir F. Burdett's motion for, 744 ; 
despairing of the house reforming itself, 
had ceased to petition, 1820 to 1831 ; 
number of petitions, 872. 

Radnor, earl, bill for revision of statutes 
of the universities, 1021. 

Raikes, Robert, establishes Sunday schools, 
520. 

Raikes, Mr., governor of the bank of 
England, his failure,' 957. 

Railways, follow turnpikes and canal 
navigation, 1049; first attempts by 
wooden rails, 1050; locomotive car- 
riage, discovery of, i5. ; singular errors 
respeciing the slipping of the carriage 
on the rails, ib. ; Dr. Robinson, Sy- 
mington and Trevithick's experiments, 
ib, ; Blenkinsop's patent to overcome an 
imaginary difficulty, Ihol ; commenced 
with the view only of conveying pas- 
sengers, not goods, ib, ; Mr. BUckett’s 
usetul discovery, t6 ; progress of dif- 
ferent lines in 1837 ; evils of the 
iaitsez faire system of government, 
and leaving the great line^i of route in 
the hands of individual shareholders, 
ib, ; enormous expense of applications 
to parliament consequent on the compe- 
titive system. 1052. 

Rain, quantity of, in 1820, 795. 

Raleigh, sir Walter, attacks the Span- 
iards, 152; debauches a maid of honour, 
153; birth and accomplishments, 158; 
execution of, 170. 

Rapf, singular trial for, 679. 

Raphael, Mr., Roman catholic sheriff, ap- 
pointed for London. 952 ; correspond- 
ence with Mr. O’Connell relative to a 
seat in parliament, 984. 

Ramillies, battle of, 31). 

RatcUffe, execution of, for treason, 433. 

Keculver, Roman village discovered, 662. 

Reeves, John, his trial, 598 ; his death, 
849. 

Reform parliament, electron and composi- 
tion of the firht, 928. Seo Cvmmont. 

Reformation in Henry VIII. ; way of pre- 
pared by corruption of Romish church, 
113; religious houses suppressed, ib. 

Refuge for the liestitute opened, 675. 

Regiments, records of service of each or- 
dered to be preserved, 801. 

Reg^tration of births and deaths, at- 
tempt in 1753 io introduce, 443 ; statute 
^ for, of 1836, 1006. 

Relics, traffic in, 20 ; exposure of impos- 
ture of, under Henry VI 1 L, i 13 ; packet 
of, imported, Dublin, 823. 

Religion, state of, during George 1 1 1.*! 
reign, 760. 


Religious houses, suppression of, 113 

Reporting, parliamentary. See Newspaper 

Republic of Seven Islands formed under 
the Porte, 620; transferred to England, 
721. 

Resurrection men, the first punished, 
355. 

Revolutionary tribunal of France called to 
account, 593. 

Reynolds, sir Joshua, his death, 558; 

Reynolds, Thomas, betrayer of the united 
Irishmen ; his death, 1014. 

Rhetoric in the reign of Richard III., 
99. 

Ricardo, David, political economist, his 
death and writings, 807. 

Ricardo, Mr., leans to side of country banks 
ill 1836, 1015. 

Rice, Spring, reply to Mr. O’Connell on 
his motion for repeal of the union, 949 ; 
singular petition to, 958; annual fi- 
naiicial statement for 1835, 981 ; an- 
nounces ministerial plan fur reduction 
of newspaper stamp-duty, 997 ; his 
budget of 1836, 1000; plan of, for 
the abolition of church-rates, 1020 ; de- 
claration of power of the crown in re- 
spect of university statutes, 1022. 

Ricuakd 1., his zeal for the Crusades, 37 ; 
his vices, ib, ; beheads 5000 prisoners, 
38 ; a second time crowned, ib, ; mort- 
ally wounded, 39; the first bearing 
three lions on his shield, ib, ; taxes, 
ib. ; charters granted by, 40. 

Riciiaui) II., bis inca]>acity, 67 ; three 
national calamities remarked, 69 ; Wat 
Tylers demands, ib, ; poll-tax imposed, 
68; extravagance of the king, 69 ; 
barons rise against, ib. ; marries Isa- 
bella, only twelve years old, 70 ; duel 
between Hereford and York prevented, 
171; seventeen counties charged with 
treason, and obliged to purchase their 
pardons of, ib,; visits Ireland, and inltis 
absence dethroned by the duke of Lan- 
caster, lb, ; his death, 73. 

RiciiAiiulll., artifices and crimes by which 
he usurped the throne, 95 ; crown soon 
snatched from his head, 96 ; last of tlie 
Plaiitagenets, 97 ; character of, ib; ; 
landing of the duke of Richmond, 98 ; 
usurper issues a proclamation charging 
his opiK>nent8 with crimes and immo- 
ralities, tb. ; battle of Bosworth Field, 
the king killed, ; left no issue, 99 ; 
enacted some good laws, ib. ; science of 
the age, 100 ; learning nut honoured, 
101 . 

Richardson, Mr., murder of, 946. 

Richardson, John, dramatic showman, his 
death, 1015. 

Richmond, duke of, his death from hydro- 
phobia, 752 

Ridgway, James, punishment of, for selling 
Paine's works, 582. 
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Riego proclaims Spanish conslitution of 
iSl 2, 752 ; his execution on a gibbet, 807. 

Riembauer, dissolute catholic priest, 847. 

Riot act passed, 342. 

Ripon, earl of (Robinson), resolutions in 
1815 on the corn-trade, 717; brings 
forward the budget, 81 1 ; becomes prime 
minister; offers to resign before the 
end of the year, 832; causes of the 
sudden dissolution of his ministry, 835 ; 
moves for repeal of test and corporation 
acts, 837. 

Rippon, Mr. motion for relieving the bi- 
shops from legislative functions. 999. 

Rizziu, favourite of Mary, queen of Scots, 
murdered. 144. 

Robbery practised by nobles and com- 
moners in Henry IV., 78. 

Robertson Dr., endurance of heat by, 838. 

Robespierre, his fall. 588; his character, 
589. 

Robinson, bookseller, convicted of selling 
Paine's works, 585. 

Rochester, see founded, 6, 10. 

Rock, captain, some of his men convicted 
798. 

Rockingham, marquis of, his ministry, 
473 ; charges lord North with corrupting 
the commons, 519; second mimsttryft 
521 ; his death, 522. 

Rodney, admiral, his battle with Do 
Gnichen, 516 ; takes Dutch settlements, 
518; his victory over Do Grasse, 521. 

Roebuck, Mr., proposal for taking away 
the veto of the house of lords, 983; 
motion fur repeal of penny stamp on 
newspapers, 1021. 

Roland, inadame, beheaded, 585. 

Roman Catkoi.ics, mitigation of penal 
laws against, 771; resolutions in their 
favour in 1812, 702; Grattan’s motion 
defeated by Speaker Abbott’s speech, 
707 ; petitions in favour of in 1819, 749 ; 
Plur.kett’s bills for removal of disabilities, 
788; bill for qualifying catholic peers, 
799 ; Sir F. Riirdelt’s resolution in 
their favour carried, 817 ; duke of Wel- 
lington’s letter to Dr. Curtis, 841; 
scrujdes of the king, 844; passing of 
the relief bill, *844; statistics of catho- 
lics in Britain, 845 ; catholic peers and 
commoners take seats in parliament, 84G. 

Roman worship, one of forms, 7. 

Romano, marquis, carries over 10,000 of 
his countrymen to md the Spanish pa* 
triots, 683. 

Romans, motives for invading Britain, 2 ; 
discover Britain to be an island, 4; 
abandon it, i6. ; population of, 6. 

Romilly, sir Samuel, freehold estates bill, 
677 ; his suicide, 745. 

Hoads and travelling up to 1792, 567. 

Roos, lord, charged with incest, 170. 

Root, lord do, tried for cheating at cards. 


Rosamond, popubir -story of, 30. 

Koscoe, Mr., his death, 910 

Koseberry, earl of, recovers 15,000/. da- 
mages, 715. 

Roses, war between, origin of, 83, 92. 

Rosetta, repulse of the British, 678. 

Ross, general, burns the city of Washing- 
ton, 715; killed before Baltimore, ib, 

Ross and Parry, return from discovery 
voyage, 745. 

Ross, captain, expedition under, to find 
missing whalers, 993. 

Rqsslyn, earl of (first), his death and shift- 
ing politics, 664. 

Uosslyn, earl of, his death, 1015. 

Rostopchin, count, who directed the burn- 
ing of Moscow, death of, 826. 

Rothesay Ckstle steam-boat lost, 905. 

Rothschild Nathan Mayer, great loan 
contractor, his death, 1004. 

Roundhead, name first introduced in civil 
war 184. 

Round table revived by Edward HI., 60. 

Round towers, erection of, 21. 

Rouse complains against the nobles as 
"depopulators,” 88. 

Rowan. Hamilton, reward for his appre- 
hension ottered, 587 ; pleads the king's 
pardon, 666. 

Rowena poisons Vortimer, 5. 

Roxburgh, ducal title to, devolves to a 
baker, 690. 

Royal Exchange founded. 144; rebuilt 
and opened after the great fire, 229 ; 
well discovered, 614; great meeting at 
in favour of war, 657. 

Royal fete given by George III , 664. 

Royal George sunk, 800 lives lost, 523; 
surveyed in a diving-bell 35 years after 
740. 

Royal marriage act passed, 487. 

Royal Institution, first sitting of, 620. 

Royal Society founded, 222. 

Royal Society of Liierature establishtMl, 
786. 

Ruffb, cardinal, enters Naples, 615. 

Rumbold, sir George, arrested at Ham* 
burgh by order of Buonaparte, 663. 

Rumford, count, premium pro|X)sed by 
607; his death, 716. 

Rundell and Bridge, robbery of, 740. 

HundelPs, Mrs., Cookery-book, 794. 

Rundell, Philip, his death, 834. 

Rupert, prince, a general of king Charles 
ill the civil war, 191. 

Russell, lord William, beheaded, 242. 

Russell, lord John, urges parliamentary re- 
form on the ground of increased intelli- 
gence among the middle ranks, 760; mo- 
tion for reform, 790; proposal to add 100 
members, 798; motion for proseeutiouof 
bribery, 822; co-ojierates in preparing 
the refor.m bill, 872 ; introduces the re- 
form hill, 902 ; flitto a second time, 904 ; 
a thiid time, 908; resolutions on the 
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. Irish church, which terminate in the dlt- 
solution of the Peel ininistry^ 968 ; in- 
troduces ^vernment plan for reform of 
municipal corporations^ 972; public din- 
ner to, at Brutolji 985 ; plan for commu- 
tation of English tithes. 995 ; registra- 
tion and marriage bills, tO.; <ieclares 
the appropriation clause of the Irish 
tithe bill to be the basis of the ministry, 
1004; plan of English church reform, I 
1003 ; explains the government plan for 
introducing poor-laws into Ireland, 1018 ; 
bills for the mitigating of capital punish- 
ments, 1021 ; statement by, of the in- 
creased value of land from the new poor 
law act, 1041. 

Russia, sends an embassy into England, in 
queen Mary’s reign, 136 ; Peter 1. causes 
his son to be put to death, 358 ; com- 
plains that his ministers are ill-treated for 
the interest of Hanover, not England, 
365 ; czar takes title of emperor, 368 ; 
Catherine 1. dies of drinking tokay,381 ; 
first classical book from Russian pruss, 
469 ; ravages of the plague, 486 ; ret't>rmg 
of Catherine II., 535; her death, 600; 
Paul lays an embarj^o on British vessels. 
622; emperor assassinated, 626; Finland 
wrested from Sweden, 644 ; Alexander 
refuses to ratify peace with France, 672 ; 
commencement of great war with Napo- 
leon, 699 ; burning of Moscow, 703; 
Alexander's interview with the king of 
Prussia, 707 ; vassalage aliiilished in 
Courland by the emperor, 745 ; mutual 
instruction introduced into the army, 
749 ; the Jesuits banished, 781 ; French 
invasion of Spain, in 1823, approved by 
the emperor, 809; death of Alexander, 
820 ; devastations committed by wolves, 
ib, ; war declared against Turkey, 838 ; 
campaign of 1828, 842 ; marshal Die- 
bitsch passes the Balkan mountains; 
Adrianople taken, 847 ; peace with Tur- 
key, 848; jealousy of Russian aggrand- 
izement in the East ; her power more de- 
fensive than aggressive, 881 ; summary 
of territorial acquisitions of this empire 
in 1834, 961 ; test applied by France and 
England of Russian influence in Turkey, 
978; state of literature in the empire, 
988. 

Rye-house plot under Charles II., 242. 

Ryswkk, peace of, 285. 


& 


Sacher ersl, his senpons agaiiist false bre- 
thiwa, 317 f tiial of, twMie the peers 
318; his triumph^ t6« 

Sackville, lord Cieorge, his failure at the 
hattle Of Minde% ^ ; his trial by court 


martial, 453; elevated to the peerage, 
52U* 

Sadler’s Wells theatre, catastrophe at, 680. 

Sadler, Mr., ascends in his balloon, 714. 

Sadler, Michael Thomas, anti-catholic, his 

death, 989. 

Saib, Tippoo, his death, 619 ; a son present 
at a public meeting in London, in 1835, 
972. 

Sailcloth first woven, 151. 

Saladin, death of, 38. 

Salamanca, victory of, 703. 

Sabs, cardinal, example of longevity, 540. 

Salisbury plain, improvement}> efiected on, 

666 . 

Salomons* defence of country banks in 1836, 
1015. 

Saltero’s coftee-bouse, Chelsea, 613. 

Sanctuaries, abuse of privilege of, 1 14. 

Sandt assassinates Kotzebue, 748. 

Sandwich islands, king ar.d queyn of, arrive 
in England and suddenly die, 813, 814. 

San Jago, valuable prise taken, 582 ; prize 
divided, 609. 

Saragossa, gallant defence of, 682. 

Sargent, captain, shot by a robber, 680. 

Sarrazin, general, deserts Napoleon, 712. 

Saumarez, sir James, burns two Spanish 
ships, 627. 

Savile, sir George, presents petition of York 
county meeting, 515 ; his suggestions on 
reform, 518. 

Savings* banks, number of, 1041 ; number 
of depositors, ib. 

Sawtry, a lollard, first heretic burnt, ^3. 

Saxons, fierce (leople. 2 ; first arrival of, 5 ; 
kings of this race resign fur religious 
solitude, 10. 

Saxony, kingdom dismembered by the 
Vienna congress, 1001; death of the king, 
ib. 

Sayre, Mr., charged with conspiracy to seize 
George 111., 503. 

Scarborough, earl of, drives into an iirc.i 
618. 

Schwartzenburgb, princess of, with many 
others, burnt at a Parisian fete, 693. 

Schinderrannes, famous robber on the 
Rhine, 632. 

Schlege), Frederick, death of, 848. 

Schomb^g, duke, killed at the battle of the 
Boyne, 27 4. 

School divinity described, 99. 

Scot, a writer of Elizabethan age, attacks 
credulity on witchcraft, 159. 

Scotland, receives C'hristion faith, 4; ori- 
gin of name, C; Macbeth deposed, 18, 
homage to Henry 11. 35 ; claim of supe 
riority over, by Edward L, 50; Baliol 
declared king, 54 ; records of, destroyeil 
i5. ; execution of William Wallace, 53, 
removal of Scottish stone, 54 ; parlia' 
roent begun, 58 ; battle of Halidon Hul 
59; poet fifit esUbUsbed, 94; progiew 
of remrm under John Knox, 143; 
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marrieit lord Oamluy, 144 ; Murray the 
regent shot, 145 ; execution of the queen 
at Fotheringay castle, 149; Gowries’ con- 
spiracy, 154 ; contemporary writers, 159 ; 
accession of James VI. to English 
throne ; contemporary history only a re- 
cord of treachery, fanaticism, and assassi- 
nation, 165 ; efforts to make the Scotch 
become episcopal, 170; commons grant 
Urge subsidy to Charles I., 180; forcible 
reading of the book of common prayer 
181 ; the bishops excluded and an army 
raised under Leslie, 182 ; Charles 1. be- 
trayed to the parliament, 192 ; episcu- 
nacy established under Charles II., 222; 
Fletcher, of Saltoun, proposes all pensions 
and places should be in the gift of par. 
liament, 306 ; toleration declared to be 
establishing iniquity by law, ib. ; act of 
security, t5. ; commissioners on the Union 
meet in the cockpit, 310; articles of 
settled and enumerated, 311; debate on 
a distinct executive government fur Scot- 
land, 314 ; account of the state of Scot- 
land at the Union, 332 ; curious law for 
encouraging loyalty under Gkorgu I., 
343 ; Mar’s rebellion, 344 ; list of ciiiefs 
in the rebellion, 347 ; rebel lords exe- 
cuted, 348 ; list of estates forfeited, 350 ; 
malt-tax, 377 ; returns of Scotch peers 
indueiiced, 407 ; Porteous's affair, 411; 
mortality among black cattle, 428; rebel- 
lion of 1745; battle of Preston Pans, 
429 ; of Culloden, 431 ; abolition of he- 
ritable jurisdictions, 434 ; improvements 
in Edinlmrgh, 441 ; vails abolished by 
the nobility, 453 ; linen mauul’ucture in 
1758, 459 ; court of session in 1778 gives 
opinion in favour of freedom of Negroes 
in Britain, 508; uo-popery riot of 1778, 
512; Sinclair’s estimate of increase of^ 
population, in 1792, 560 ; tumults at the 
Edinburgh theatre, 587 ; trial of lioberi 
Watt, 589 : important decision of court 
of Tiends, 699 ; persons imprisoned in 
1817, on a charge of treason liberated, 
741 ; riot at Edinburgh, a criminal cut 
down, 746 ; man sentenced to seven years’ 
banishment for violation of sepulchres, 
806; Burke murders, 840 ; population of, 
1'ythe.censuses, 857 ; reform of the Scotch 
burghs in 1833, 938 ; new regulations in 
the exercise of church patronage, 950. 
Scott, Mr., killed in a duel, 787. 

Scott, Waltbh, commission to, for inspect- 
ing the Scottish regalia, 743; created a 
baronet, 781 ; connexion with icurrilouH 
newspapers, 800 ; opens the Edinburgh 
academy, 815 ; copyrights of hU works 
sold, 834 ; his death and wht2ngs» ^-1* 
^ttish stone, history of, 54. 

^roop, archbishop, heads a cebellion, 75, 
^aforth, a useful pUnt, 632. 

^alorth, lord, mutiny of his regiment, 51 L 
S®a.kiags, Danish, 7. ® 


Sebastian, St., taken by storm, 708. 

Selden’s ^ok, asserting English sovereignty 
of the seas, 181. 

Selwyn, George, wit and bon vwanl, his 
death, 555. 

Semple, major, stabs himself in Newgate 
600. ** 

Septennial act, 336; list of lords for and 
against, 349. 

Septennial duration of parliament, a chief 
defect of the reform bill, 878. 

Seringapatam taken by storm, 619. 

Serpentine river, curious incident of two 
persons drowned, 904. 

Serres, Olive Wilmot, pretended princess of 
Cumberland, 794. 

Severtts builds a famous wall, 4. 

&wers* rate, decision on, 513. 

Shakspeare, William, 159; inomiment 
erected to, 419. 

Shakspeare forgeries, 597. 

Shannon takes the Chesapeake, 70S, 

Sharp, < Conversation,’ his death, 989. 

Sharpe, lieut,, tragical death of, 686. 

Shea, his wife, seven children, anti five la- 
bourers, burnt in their houses by au Irish 
banditti, 794. 

Sheares, the barristers, arrest of at Dublin, 
610. 

Slieen, William, acquitted of the murder of 
his child on technical error, 830. 

Sheffield famous ftir cutlery in Chaucer’s 
time, 161 ; election riot* 926; rate of 
wages in 1830, 1039. 

Shelburne, earl of, opposed to recognition of 
American independence, 50S ; attacks 
the Idwxers and commissioners, 509 ; 
duel with colonel Fullerton, 516 ; his 
ministry, 522 ; defends the terms of the 
]H:ace, 525 ; motion against the French 
war, 586 ; his death, 665. 

Sheridan, Mr., first appearance in parlia- 
ment, 518; delivers a brilliant oration on 
the impeachment of W arren Hastings. 
543; death, abilities, and oratory, 737. 

Shiel, Mr., eloquent exertions in the catholic 
cause, 841; engages, in 1832, to pay 
neither rent, taxes, nor tithes, if the union 
be not repealed in two years, 909. 

Shillings tirst coined, 107. 

Shipley, dean, tried for a libel, 539 ; his 
death, 547. 

Shipowners' fallacious anticipations from 
relaxation in the navigation laws and 
mercantile system, 1032 ; statement of 
the ships and tonnage belonging to the 
empire from 1803 to 1838, ib. 

SuiFFiNo, mercantile, amount of from 
1750 to 1763, 457; ditto from 1763 to 
1774, 493; ditto from 1775 to 1784, 
531; ditto from 1784 to 1792, 566; 
ditto from 1792 to 1803, 635; ditto 
from 1803 to 1816, 724; ditto from 
1816 to 1830, 857; ditto from 1830 to 
1837. 1032. 
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Shipwrecks^ returns of ships lost from 1816 
to 183^ 1077. 

Shoesi curious fashion respecting^ 26. 

Shore, Jane, mistress of Edward IV., 92; 
does penance in St. Paul’s, 96. 

Shrewsbury, battle of, in which most of 
the Cheshire gentry are slain, 74. 

Sicily, constitution of, established on the 
English model, 702. 

Siddons, Mrs., retires from the stage, 702. 

Sidmbuth, viscount, (see Addington,) re- 
signs rather than screen lord Melville, 
664 ; bill to amend the Toleration act ; 
alarm of the Dissenters, 696; circular 
on power of magistrates to hold to bail, 
740 ; refuses to present to the regent a 
petition of a Paluce-^ard meeting, 744 ; 
returns thanks of prince regent tor <li8- 
persiun of Manchester reform meeting, 
750 ; circular about the ** laying of 
cannon,” 751 ; relinquishes a pension 
of 3000/. a year, 996. 

Sidney, sir Philip, author of Arcadia, ITiS. 

Sieyes, abbe, his death aud character, 

1001. 

Silk manufacture introduced, 88; intro- 
duction of Lomb’s machine, 402; reduc- 
tion of duties, 811 ; great debate on the 
effect of, 845. 

Sinecures, York county meeting iu 1779 
demand abolition of, 514. > 

Sinking fund, first mention of, 384 ; Mr. 
Pitt’s established, 541; violated by Mr. 
Vansittart, 707 ; fixed at the amount of 
the surplus revenue, 839. 

SkatinkT, wager upon, 787. 

Skirving, Dr., Scotch reformer tried, 084. 

Slavery', colonial, resolutions carried in 
1823 in commons for amelioruti ug con- 
dition of, 806 ; Mr. Cunning’s plan, 811. 
See African Stesveg, 

Slaves, price of, U ; used for money, 19; 
Henry Vlll. manumits two, llo. 

Sluane, Sir Hans, the natuvalist dies, 442. 

Sloe-leaves, quauiity used to adulterate 
tea, 747. 

Small-pox, inoculation bv introduced, 3C7 ; 
increase of in 1820, 795; ditto iii 1837, 
1042. 

Smeatou, John, the engineer, death of. 562. 

Smirke, Mr., his suggestions for improving 
London. 942. 

Smith, Richard, remarkable suicide, 405. 

Smith, Mrs., late parturition by, 473. 

Smith, Dr. Adam, his death and writings, 

f)53. 

Smith, sir Sidney, escapes from France, 
609 ; signs a treaty with geiieial Kleber, 
620. 

Smith, a ekrieal impostor, 627. 

Smith, Francis, personates a ghost and is 
killed, 658. 

Smith, Mr , his bill for relief of Unitariani 
passed, 707. 

Smith, John, missionary, dies at Dema 


rara, 810; motion for inquiry into death 
of, 813. 

Smithfield, radical meeting in 1819, 749 

Smithfield market. See Cattle, 

Smoking tobacco introduced. 16.3. 

.Smollett the historian, his death, 485. 

Smuggling, report on in France. 950. 

Soap, consumption of in 1773, 532. 

Society fur Diffusion of Useful Knowledge 
instituted, 834, 

Soiling, in husbandry, began, 843. 

Solar eclipse, remarkable one, 783. 

Soldier flogged to death, 800. 

Soldiers, fifty suffocated from ship-hatches 
being closed upon them, 596. 

Solomons, sheritt;, reiected in 1835 by 
London court of aldermen, being of the 
Hebrew persuasion, 986. 

Solway Moss, bursting of, 486. 

Somerville, a soldier, treatment of, 920. 

Soult, marshal, raises the siege of Cadis, 
703 ; defeated at Orthes, 711 ; battle of 
Toulouse, 713. 

Soup-shops established, 618. 

South Carolina resists the tariff of the 
congress, 926. 

Southcott, Joanna, account of her death 
and delusions, 7 16 ; her disciples brought 
before the lord-mayor, 748. 

Southey, Mr., rematk by, on Meihudisni, 
555. 

South Sea bubble, 363, 

Southwark bridge begun, 718. 

Sovereign, coin of, issued, 741* 

Spufields, riots of, 738 ; petition from, 739. 

Spain, her ascendancy iu the I6th century, 
161; intrigues of cardinal Alberoiii, 
357 ; superstition of Louis I., 374 ; de- 
predations by on the English in Sooth 
Seas, 414; last victim of the Inquisi- 
tion, 535 ; declares war against Briuiin. 
599; seizes property of the Knights uf 
Malta, 632; sale of Linii^iana to tiiu 
United States, 658 ; four of her ships 
taken by the British prior to declaration 
of war. 662; troubles of 1807 begcui, 
680; insurrection ut Madrid, 682; 
Buonaparte’s intrigues at Bayonne, t/A .* 
Baylen, battle of, surrender of Dupont, 
68o; Caraccos declares itself imle- 
pendent of mother country, 692 ; f er* 
dinand VII. dhsolves, in 1814, the 
Cortes, 713; England stipulates to p iy 
half a million lor abolition of slave- 
trade, 741 ; death of Charles IV., 74^ > 
roclamatioii by Riegu and Quirt>ga, in 
820, of the constitution of 1812, 752; 
cedes the Florida! to the United States, 
791 ; invaded and overrun by the French 
u^'uer the duke of Angoul^me, 897; 
Sialic law abolished, 852 ; execution oi 
general Torrijos, 908; death of Ieio‘- 
Hand VII.; origin of dispute between 
Carlitts and Cliristinos, 941 ; etf Jrts ‘u 
colonel Hutwood and loid Eliot tc n»i 
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gate the barbarities of the war, 968; £ 

Mendizabal appointed prime miuister, £ 
983; atrocities ill the civil war, mother £ 
of Cabrera executed, 995; revolution 
effected in 1836, administration becomes £ 
more democratic. 1007; amended Span- £ 
ish constitution, 1019. 

Spanish constitution as amended by the 
cortes, 1019. i 

Sparrows, destruction of caterpillars by, 
808. 

Special commission issued by Edward 1., 

64 ; also under William IV., 901. 

Special juries reformed in London, 795. 
Spectacles invented at Pisa, 53. 

Spence, Thomas, author of a new system 
of society, 627. 

Speticean philanthropists, designs of, 
739. 

Spencer, a royal favourite ; his estates, 55 ; 
character, 56. 

Spencer, earl, his death, 958. 

Spenser, author of the Fhery Queenet 159. 
Spinning-jenny, invention of, 494. 
Spirit-drinking in George ll.’s reign, 428, 
438. 

SpitalHelds, French refugees settle .in, 
257 ; magistrates deprived of power of 
fixing wages of weavers, 806. 

Spring and Langan, prize fight, 810. 
Stadtholderace abolished in llolland, 591. 
StaeJ, Madame de, conduct to queen Caro- 
line, 762 ; her death, 741. 

Staelioii, noted incendiary, executed, 942. 
Stafford, marquis of, mode of regvdating 
his rents, 848. 

Stage-coaches in 1775, 503. 

Stamford, battle of, 19. 

Stamp on newspapers, war against, 995. 
Standing army, history of, 2o0. 

Stanhope’s bill to prevent the sale of gui- 
neas, 697. 

StanhoiHi, lufh. A., dismissed the king’s 
service, 737. 

Stanhope, Charles, earl, his inventions and 
death, 73S. 

Stanhope, colonel, suicide of, 8 1 7. 

Stanislaus, late king of Poland, dies; 
being a deposed king, no mourning for 
his death, 608. 

Stanley, John Thomas, three servants of, 
drowned whilst bathing, 741. See Aft- 
derton* 

Stanley, lord, secession of, from the reform 
ministry, 882 ; resolutions for abolition 
of Colonial slavery, 933 ; resigns on the 
resolution to appropriate to secular 
purposes the redundant wealth of the 
Irish church, 950 ; declines to form 
part of sir R. Peel's ministry in 1834, 
959 ; his amendment to get nd of the 
appropriation clause, 1001, 

Staple towns of the kingdom, 110. 
Star-chamber court instituted, 105; its 
canstitutiou, 140; abolished, ISl. 


State-paper-office, discoveries in, 825. 
Statistical society formed in London, 947 • 
Statue of William 111. on CoUego-greeu, 
blown up, 999. 

Statutes, ancient form of, 64. 

Statute-book, purging of, mooted by sir F . 
Bacon, neither intelligible to lawyers 
nor people, 152. 

Statutes of Henry IV., 17 ; do. of Henry 
V., 82; do. of Henry VI., 89; do. of 
Edward IV., 94 ; do. of Richard III., 
99; do. of Henry VII., 108; do. of 
Henry VIII., 122; do. of Edward VI. 
131; do. of queen Mary, 136; do. ot 
queen Elizabeth, 157 ; do. of James I., 
172; do. of Charles 1., 196; do. of 
Charles 11., 245 ; <lo. of James II., 263 ; 
do. of William III., 292; ilo. of queen 
Anne, 329; do. of George I., 383; do, 
of George II., 455; do. of George III., 
from 1760 to 1774, 492; do from 1774 
to 1783, 530; do. from 1783 to 1792, 
565; do. from 1792 to 1803, 633; do 
from 1803 to 1816, 722; do. from 1816 
to 1820, 753; do. of George IV., from 
1820 to 1830, 854 ; do. of William IV.. 
from 1830 to 1837, 1023. 

Steam applied to raising ballast m 1618, 
first notice of, 170. 

Steam applied to the heating of houses, 
747. 

Steam-boafs established to France, /9o. 
Steam-carriages, report of a parliamentary 
committee on the practicability of, on 
common roads, 027 . See^Rai/u/ay*. 
Steam-gun . invention of, 815. 

Steam Naviuation, notice of an experi- 
ment on the Thames, 627 ; preceding 
attempts on the Forth and Clyde canal, 
1050; first suggested by Jonathan 
Hulls, i5.; the Enterprise reaches India 
by steam, 823 ; iron steam-boat tried on 
the Thames, 799 ; misconception as to 
the application of steam-vessels only to 
the conveyance of passengers not goods, 
1051 ; more rapid progress of steam- 
navigation than railways, 1052; the 
Great Western and Sirius, lA. ; overland 
iH)st to India, i6.; statement of the num- 
ber and tonnage of steam-vessels be- 
, ^0 tiie United Kingdom, each 

year from 1814 to 1834 inclusive, i6. 
Stwle, sir Richard, publishes the pisis, 

I 328 ; made governor of the playhouse, 

I 340 ; his death, 396. 

! S|eele, Mr., murder of, 677. 
r Sleel-yard, German merchants ol, llti. 

5 Steinberg, shocking murders by, 956. 

i Stkfiibn, his accession, 31 ; disorderly 
reign and condit ion of the kingdom, 32 ; 
I contend, with Maud for the throne, lA.; 
recrowned at Lincoln, 33 ; dies, i . ; 
erection of castles and abbeys, .6 . 

, Stephen, rev. J. R.. opposes the imot law. 
1022. 
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Sterne, Lawrence, his death, 477. 
Stereotype printing invented, 609. 

Stewart, John, (« Walking Stewart,’*) his 
death, 797. 

Stews established in London, 33. 

Stock exchange founded, 627. 

Stocking weaving invented, 151. 

Stoflet, Veudean chief, executed, 598* 
Stone, Mr., acquitted; a man fined for 
raising a shout in the court, 596. 
Stonehenge, its durability, 6; barrows 
there opened, 684. 

Stonesfield, remains of Roman villa, 744. 
Stormont, lord, haughty reply on the Ame- 
rican war, 508. 

Stow, Dr., a tool of Richard 111., preaches 
at St. Paul’s that ** bastards’ slips shall 
not thrive,” 96. 

Stowe, grand i’6te at, 666. 

Stowel, lord, judgment on the slave Grace, 
833 ; his death and biographical cha- 
racter, 993. 

St. Alban’s, duke of, falconry of, 840. 

St. Andrew’s, Scotland, founded, 76, 91. 

St. Asaph, see of, founded, 6. 

St. David’s see fouuded, 6. 

St. Giles’s, suggestions for its improve- 
iL'ent, 942. 

St. John Long tried at the Old Bailey, 
902. 

St. Katharine’s dock opened, 840. 

St. Patrick, order of, created, 525. 

St Paul’s cathedral robbed of the church 
plate, 694 ; admission money made by 
the vergers, 668. 

St. Paul’s school founded, 127, 

St. Siriionians, doctrines of, 942. 

St. Thomas’s hospital, return of prices paid 
by, for provisions, 1082. 

Strachan, sir Richard, naval success of* 
667. 

Slrasburgh attempted revolution, 1011. 
Strathfieldsaye bought for the duke of 
Wellington, 741. 

Strathmore, countess, canicd off by Mr. 

Bowes, 342. , 

Streets discovered after the Great Fire, | 
227. 

Stuart, James, first of the name, murdered 
in Gotland, 86. 

Stuart, Daniel, convicted of forging a 
French newspaper, 599. 

Stuart, sir John, gains the battle of Maidn, 
672; fails in his descent on Calabria, 
688 . . 

Stuart, lord Dudley, motion for production 
of treaty of Unkiar Skelessi, 996. 
Subpoena writ invented, 7l» 

SubiKrriptioa c?t|bs in London, S48. 
Suffocation, remjcrkable instance of, 596. 
Sugar, adulteration of, 819. 

Suicide, inquiries tcspectliig in Paris, 909. 
8t>ieides in London in ten years. 794. 
Sunday schools established, 520, 
StinderUndf carl of, his death, 369. 


Sunderland, great riot by the colliers, 
721. ^ 

Surinam taken by the British, 660. 

Surnames first used, 19. 

Sutton, archbishop, his death, 839. 

Sutton, Charles Manners, late speaker of 
the commons raised to the peerage, 965. 

Sutherland, James, commits suicide in 
the royal presence, 557. 

Suvarof, general, takes command of Rus- 
sian armies in Italy, 614; victory of 
Novi, 615 ; battle of Zurich, 616; his 
repulse, t^.'; dies, 621. 

Sweating sickness, first appearance of, 105. 

Sweden, revolution effected by the army, 
487 ; acknowledges the French repub- 
lic, 592; marshal Beuiadotte elected 
crown-prince of, 693; joins the confe- 
deracy against kVance, 707. 

Swift, dean, his death, 429. 

Swindling gang convicted, 748. 

Switzerland proclaims u neutrality between 
Napoleon and the allies, 709 ; conduct 
of French government towards foreign 
refugees there, 1009. 

Sydney, Algernon, usks for a loan from 
France to establish a republic, 227 ; be- 
headed for treason, 243. 

Symington, Mr., his model of a stean)- 
carriage, 1050. 


T. 


Tailor, remarkable facts of one, 473 ; one 
created a knight, 66. 

Talayera, battle of, 688. 

Talicotian operation perfonned for the re- 
storation of a lost nose, 828. 

Talleyrand, prince, treats with the allies, 
712. 


Tally-ho ! author of, 663. 

Tandy, Napper, arrested at Hamburgh, 612. 
Tanner, an earl’s son made one, 629. 
Taylor, rev. Robert, appearance on the 
Dublin stage, 81 ] ; sentenced to imp.i- 
sonmeot, 837 ; again sentenced, 905. 
Taylor, Michael Angelo, lather of the house 
of commons, his death, 953. 

Taxks in Henry L, 31 ; in Henry II.. 35; 
in Richard 1., 39 ; in John, 43; in Henry 

111., 49; in Kdward I., 54 ; in Kdward 

11., 57 ; in Edward 111.. 63 ; in Richard 
IL, 68, 71 ; in Henry IV., 76 ; in Henry 
V., 83; in Henry VL, 88; in Kdward 
IV., 94; in Henry VII., 107; in Henry 
Via., 122; inKlizabeth, 157; in James 

1., 173; in Charles 1., 197 ; revenue un- 
der the Commonwealth, 210; genera 
statement of revenues raised under coin- 
monwealtli, 217 ; revenue and 

turo of Charles II., 246 ; revenue at the 
abdicatiou of Jomca II.. 264 r taxes and 
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revenue of William 111., 294 ; national 
debt, 295 ; taxes and revenue of queen 
Anne, 330; civil list, revenue of ditto, 
331 ; taxes, revenue, ahd debt under 
Oeorge 1., 384; reduction of four per 
cents, in 1749, 436; revenue, debt, and 
taxes under Georj^e 11., 459 ; ditto Qeorj^ 
111., from 1760 to 1774, 493 ; ditto from 
1774 to 1785, 531; ditto from 1785 to 
1793, 565 ; ditto from 1793 to 1803,633; 
ditto from 1803 to 1816, 722 ; ditto from 
1816 to 1820, 754; ditto from 1820 to 
1830, 855; ditto from 1810 to 1837, 
1028 ; expense of collectinpf the revenue 
ill 1788, 566 ; ditto in 1837, 1039. See 
Nationnt Debt, 

Taxis, prince of, marriage festival of, 704. 

Tea, qufintity sold in each year from 1803 
to 1815, 725; adulteration of, with sloe 
leaves, 747 ; opening of trade with China, 
1033; quantities imported in first year 
of free-trade, 1075. 

Teignmouth, lord, his death, 946. 

Telegraph invented by the French, 589 ; in- 
ventor drowns himself, 667. 

Telescopes invented, 151. 

Telford, Mr., celebrated engineer ; his 
death, 956 ; 

Temiierance societies, beginning of, 815. 

Tenants holding 10/. must give six months’ 
notice, 664. 

Tennyson, Mr., motion for repeal of the 
septennial act in the reformed parliament, 
950. 

Tenterden, lord, chief justice, his death, 
925. 

Terceira, Portuguese expedition to, 843. 

Theresa Maria, crowned queen of Hungary, 
420 ; death and character of, 518. 

Texas, independence of, established, 985, 

Text-preaching began, 100. 

Teynham, lord, tried iii the court of king's 
bench, OSo. 

Thames in 1813, froten over, 711; first 
tunnel under, 625 ; that of Rotherhithe 
began, 817; grant of exchequer bills for 
completion of, 967. 

Thanet, lord, found guilty of a riot at 
Maidstone, 614. 

Theatres under Elwabetb, 162. 

Thelliison, Peter, rich merchant dies leaving 
an eccentric will, 604. 

Thelwall, Mr., tried fur high treason, 590 ; 
causes a riot at Derby. 603 ; his death, 
946. 

Theophilanthropists, new sect m I ranee, 606. 

Thermometers invented, 168. 

Thiers, M., exposition of system of French 
government in 1835. 986 ; becomes pre- 
miet, 996 ; difibrs with the king on 
Spanish intervention, 1007. 

Thistlewood, Arthur, Preston, Watson, and 
Hooper, tried for high treason, 740. 

rhistlewoo 1, Arthur, and four others exe 
ented foj the Cato^treet plot, 781. 


Thomas- ^-Becket made lord chancellor, 
35 ; takes part with the Pope against the 
king, i5. ; murdered at Canterbury, t5. ; 
pilgrimam to his tomb, 36 ; his bones 
en^rined in gold, 47. 

Thomson, Poulett. advances the free-trade 
principle, 856. 

Throgmorton tortured under Elizabeth and 
then executed, 148. 

Thurloe, secretary of Oliver Cromwell, 21 3. 

Thurlow, lord, becomes attorney.general, 
5 10 ; his declaration on Fox’s India bill, 
527 ; death and character of, 673 ; 
fatality that attends law-lords, ib. 

Thurteil, John, trial and execution of, for 
the murder of Weare, 809 ; sentence, on 
brother of, 814. 

Thwaites, Mr., rich grocer, his death, 961. 

Tierney, Mr., join*i the Addington ministry, 
654 ; duel with Mr. Pitt, 610; moves 
for ]H)stponement of supplies till a new 
administration is formed, 828 ; becomes 
master of the Mint in the ('anning 
ministry, 828 ; intrigue against Mr. Iler- 
ries, 835 ; his sudden death, 851. 

Tiles began to be used, 47. 

Tilsit, treaty of, 679. 

Tindal. a translator of the Bible, burnt, 1 19. 

Tin mines discovered in Germany, which 
lowers prices in England, 47. 

Tithe, grant of, by Ethelwulf, 12; act for 
commutation of, 1006. 

Titus, colonel, his pamphlet against Crom- 
well, of Kiiling no Murder^ 213. 

Tobacco smoking introduced, 163. 

Todd. Joseph, haberdasher, his death, 989. 

Tomlinson, vast collection of pamphlets by, 
1044. 

Tune, Wolfe, his capture, 611. 

Tonsure, dispute on, 9. 

Tookk, John Horne, altercation lietween, 
and Wilkes on money matters, 485 ; con- 
victed of a libel, 507 ; applies to be ad- 
mitted a barrister, 513; nominates him- 
self for Westminster, 553; his trial for 
high treason, 590 ; reconciled to Mr. Fox, 
608 ; obtains a seat in the house, 627 ; 
death and character, 700. 

Torrijos, Spanish constitutional general, 
executed, 908. 

Torture, abolition of, in European countries. 
535. 

Toustaint L'Ouverture, left master of St. 
Domingo, 612; imprisoned at Paris, 63 1 . 

Totilqn surrendered po lord Hood, 584 ; 
evacuated by the l^iglisb, 585. 

Toulouse, battle of, 713. 

Tournament given at Windsor, 60. 

Tower of LomUm built, 25. 

Towns, decay of, in 16th century, 160. 

Tuwnshenti, lord, his retirement, 398. 

loni Charles^ found dead in a 

post-chaise, 598. 

Tuwnshend, captain, executed for murder tii 
firing a gun into a neutral shqs 619. 
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Tracts, number presented to British Museum 
1044. 

Trades* uniousi activity of, in 1834, 944 
threat procession of unionists, 948. 
Tra^alirar, victory of, 667. 
Transubstantiation, word first used by Pete 
of Blois, 45. 

Travellinf^ and roads up to 1792, 567. 
IVeason, cases of, defined under ErJward I., 
58. 

Treaty of Paris, 713; second treaty of, 
721. See other treaties uiide^ the dis- 
tinctive name. 

Trenck, baron, beheaded at Paris, 588. 
Tresillian, a judge, hung. .369. 

Trevithick, application of the locomotive 
steam carriage by, 1050. 

Trinity hall, Cambridge, founded, 62. 
Troppau, royal congress at, 785. 
Trowbridge, captain, takes Home, 616. 
Tucker, Mary Anne, defends herself in a 
trial for libel, 744. 

Tudor, Owen, marries widow of Henry 
V., 82. 

Tull, Jesse, his agricultural improvements, 
458, 

Tun prison, Cornhill, 174. 

Tunnel. See Thames. 

Turnham green, singular child-desertion, 
788. 

Turnpike tolls first imposed, 66 ; riots 
respecting under George 11., 443 ; state 
of in 1792, 567 ; length «)f, and amount 
of tolls and debts in 1834. 1077. 
TokkbY, massacre and entire extinction 
of the Janissaries, 824 ; indignation 
of the Porte after the battle of Nava- 
rino, 833 ; war with Russia, 838 ; pro- 
gress of hostilities, 842 ; peace con- 
cluded, 848; defeated by Ibrahim 
Pacha at Kuuieh, 927 ; decline of the 
Turkish empire ; treaty of Unkiar Ske- 
lessi, 934 ; Russian intluence tested, 
978. 

Tusser, his Pomtetof Husbandnfy 159. 
Tyler, VV at, claims of his followers, 67 ; 
his rebellion, 68. 

Typography, splendid specimen of, 698. 
Tyrol, conflagration in, Irom hut weather, 

697. 

Tyrone, Irish rebel, defeats ]*)lizabeth*s 
force, 154. 

Tyrrell, Sir Walter, kills William Rufus, 
27. 

Tyrrell confesses to murder of young 
princes in the Tower, 107. 


u. 

Ulm capitulates to Napoleon, 666. 
Umbrellas invented by Honway, 542. 
Unigenitus, bull of, 402. 

Union with Scoilaml, 311 ; ditto with Ire- 
land, means by which effected, 638; | 


sum paid fur compensation, 639. Seu 
Scoilandy Ireland* 

Union of parishes, number formed by 
the poor-law commissioners, 1041. 
Unionist, murder of one, 926. Trades,' 
Unione, 

Unitarians, belief of in respect of the 
denial of the Trinity, 707. 

United States, population of in 1755, 
446; British statesmen nearly agreed 
on the right of mother country to tax 
the colonies, 466 ; resolution fur a stamp 
duty, 472; stamp act, 474 ; outrage at 
Boston, 489 ; coercion bills, 491 ; 
twelve states assert the right of self- 
taxation, 492; declaration of indepeu- 
deiice, 504; constitution of the Union 
altered, 545; motion made to abolish 
titles, but negatived, 586; concludes 
commercial treaty, by which right of 
search is conceded to the belligerents, 
590; W'ashington retires from public 
life, 599; dispute with France, 612; 
Jefferson elected president. 624; pur- 
chase of Louisiana, 658 ; treaty of com- 
merce with England, 675 ; Chesapeake 
affair, 678; to meet anti-commercial 
decrees of the btdligerents an embargo 
laid on, 680; James Madison elected 
president, 686; offer to belligerents, 
692 ; affair of the Little Belt” and 
** President” frigates, 696 ; declares war 
against England, 702; General Hull 
taken prisoner in Canada by the* Eng- 
lish, 703; Americans take the ‘‘Guer- 
riere,” 703; and the “ Maceilonian,” fri- 
gates, 704 ; fight between the ‘'Shan- 
non” and the “ Chesapeake,” 708 ; 
burning of the city of VVashiiigtoii by 
the English, 715 ; capture of the Bri- 
tish flotilla at Platsbiirg. ib, ; concludes 
peace with England, 716; battle of 
New Orleans, 717; Aml‘rican ship 
“President** captured, which clos»es 
the naval war, ib, ; imprisonment fur 
debt abolished in New York, 744; ob- 
tains the FJoridus from Spain, 791 ; re- 
cognizes independence of South Ame- 
rican states, 797 ; tariff bill im putting 
heavy duties on British goods passed. 
838; South Carolina resists the tariff 
of the congress, 926 ; termination of the 
differences, 932 ; treaty of indemnity 
with France annulled, 947 ; declaration 
of president to suppress the national 
bank, 948; great fire at New York, 
986 ; overtrading and speculation ot 
1830, 1015; New York and other banks 
suspend payment iu specie^ 1023; num- 
ber of steam vessels belonging to the 
states, 1052. 

United Irishmen, society of, 593. 

Universal suffrage, first promulgated by 
duke of Richmond, 680. 

Universities^ scenes of disorder m l^tn 
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century, 101 ; bill fur admission of 
dissenters into thrown out in the lords, 
954 ; declaration of Mr. Spring Rice on 
the power of the crown in respect of 
the statutes of, 1022. 

Unkiar Skelessi, treaty of, 934 , motion 
in the commons for the production of, 
996. 

Dukijown tongue, pretended prophecyings 
in. 907. 

Utrecht, policy of the peace of, 300 , 
terms of, 327 } impeachment of minis* 
ters on account of, 336. 

V. 

Vaccination introduced, 619, 

Vagabonds, prevalence of under Elizabeth, 
153; under James 1., 200; vagrants 
seized in the night and sent on board the 
fleet, 165. 

Valaise, a girondist, stabs himsielf, 584. 

Vancouver, c.iptain, returns from a voyage 
of discovery, 594. 

Vandtimme, general, taken by the allies, 
708. 

Vane Sir Henry, executed on Tower hill, 
224. 

Vauxhall gardens, festival in, 708. 

Vauxhull road, site of the (lest house dis* 
covered, 830. 

Vellore, mutiny at, 672. 

Velocipede, first appears in Loudon, 748. 

Venezuela, united to form republic of Co* 
lumbia, 752. 

Venice, ceded to Austria, 716. 

Ventilators, invention of, 431. 

Vere, John de, beheaded by Edward, 
IV., 93. 

Verona, congress of sovereigns at, 802. 

Vesuvius, eruption of, 801. 

Vice-chunctfllor appointed, 707. 

Victoria, princess, born, 749; her visit to 
the lake of Llanberis, 920; juvenile fete 
in honour of her birth day, 934; at* 
tends the York musical festival, 982 ; 
rejoicings on reaching her majority. 

Vienna congress meets, 715 ; new engage- 
ment of in consequence of return of 
Napoleon, 717. 

Villains, their immunities, 11; nearly ex- 
tinct under Henry VI 1., 103. 

Villele, M. de, defect of his ministry, 
834. 

Vimeira, battle of, 683. 

Virgin Mary, impostor representing, 47. 

Viscount, first created, 86, 

Vittoria, victory of, 708. 

Voltaire, M. de, his death at Paris, 510; 
his works bought to be burut by the 
methodists, 818. 

Vortigem invites over the Saxons, 5 ; 


play of represented as that of Shakf 
speare. 597. 

Voyages of discovery begun, 472. 

W. 

Wade, marshal, marches from Newcastle 
to meet the Scotch rebels, 430. 

Waddington, found guilty of forestalling 
hops, 622. 

Wager of battle described, 71 ; appeal of 
abolished, 741. 

Wages, in Edward III.’s reign, 66; mili- 
tary pay in do., 60 ; of artificers and agri- 
cultural servants under Henry VI 1., 104 ; 
rate of, in 15th century, 137 ; diet for, in 
ueen Mary’s reign, 139; pay of sol- 
iers raised by parliament for the civil 
war, 186 ; wages under James 11., 265 ; 
under George II., 458; price of la- 
bour in 1792,566; wages began to be 
paid out of poor-rates, 596 ; condition 
of labouring classes during French revo- 
lutionary war, ^35 ; expenses of a la- 
bourer’s family, f6. ; magistrates de- 
prived of power of fixing wages of Spi- 
talfields’ weavers, 806 ; inquiries of the 
emigration committee, 834 ; distress 
among the weavers ; reign of terror, 
847 ; state of comparative comfort of 
working classes during reign of William 
IV., 1035 ; no general improvement 
efiected in the common diet of the 
inhabitants, 1036; condition of the 
labouring classes of Scotland and the 
north of England in 1837, 1036 ; im* 
rovement in the dress of the people, 
037 ; most desirable state of the indus- 
trious classes is exemption from fre- 
quent vicissitudes, i5. ; employment in 
mills and factories, i5. ; daily wages 
at Greenwich Hospital, from 1729 to 
1836, 1038; wages in husbandry, from 
1726 to 1837, 1038 ; wages in ihe cot- 
ton, linen, silk, woollen, and carpet 
manufactures, 1039 ; wages in London, 
1039; ditto in merchant seamen’s ser- 
vice, ib. 

Waggon burnt by the wheels catching fire, 
450. 

Waithman, alderman, his death, 930. 

Wakefield, Gilbert, prosecution for his 
pamphlet, 610; his death, 628. 

Wakefield, Edward Giflbon, and three 
others, found guilty of abduction, 828. 

Wakefield, coluneL distinguishes himself 
against the Carlists, lOl 1. 

Walcheren expedition, 688; proceedings 
in the commons on, 692. 

W^ALKs, name given by Saxons, 6; its 
faith in prince Arthur, 37 ; incor|Mrated 
with England, 50 ; Owen Glendower’s 
insurreciion, 74 : landing of the French 
in, 602. 


4K 
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IFales, prince of, (Fft'clorick, father of 
Geor^re 111.), his death, 438. 

Wales, princtiKS Charlotte of, married to 
prince Leopold, 736 ; dies in child-birth, 
741. 

Wales, princess of (Caroline), her mar- 
mge» 59*2; separation from the prime, 
596 ; inquiry into her conduct in 1807, 
673; do. in 1813, 708 ; her mother dies, 
710; disputes with the prince dunng 
visit of allied sovereigns, / 1 4 ; atHrma- 
tion of her innocence, 777 ; return to 
Engl.iud. 78‘2; trial for adultery/ 784; 
visit to Sr. Paul’s, 785 ; decision on her 
right to be crowned, 791 ; excluded from 
the coronation, 79 1 ; her death, charac- 
ter, and funeral, 792 ; her will proved, 
796. 

Walker, Mr., of Manchester, tried for 
high treason, 587. 

Walker, Mr., ponce magistrate of London, 
his death, 1014, 

Wall, governor, his execution for murder, 
629. 

Wallace, sir Williana, executed in Smith- 
Held, 53. 

Walloons introduce better mode of clyiner, 
•J28. ^ ^ 

Wallsend, dreadful coal mine explosion, 
975. 

Walpole, Robert (earl of Orford), chair- 
man of a secret committee, «341 ; moves 
to imjieach Hofingbrofce, 342; Hods out 
an elective mode of mauagiag the 
cominous, 378 ; attack on, in the com- 
mons, 419; his retirement, 421; inquiry 
into his ullegetl corrupiions, 422; his 
death, 427 ; his pictures at Houghton 
mdd,513. 

Walsh, H., expelled the house of commons, 
on a charge of stealing, 699. 

Walter, John, convicted of a libel cm lord 
Loughborough, 541 ; do. of libels on 
the prince of W'ales and royal dukes, 
550-1 ; pardoned at the instance of the 
prince of Wales, 555. 

Waiter, Mr., moves for an inquiry into 
the o|)€ration of the new poor-law, 1004 ; 
makes a secimd motion for do. which it 
carried, 1019. 

Waltheof, first English nobleman exe- 
cuted by the Normans, 25. 

Warburton, Mr., moves for an impiiry into 
the case of Troutbeck the Madras mer- 
chant, 1003. 

Ward, Mr., Introduces the appropriation 
clause relative to the Irish church, 950; 
resolution for taking names of mem- 
bers on divisions, 996. 

Wardle, co onel, his charges against the 
duke of kork, 685 ; action of Mrs. 
Clarke against the colonel, 688; his 
death, 962. 

Wards, court of, 411. 


Ware, remarkable bed there, 473. 

Warsaw, capitulation of, in 1831, to th 
, Russians, 905. 

Warwick, earl of, the famous king-maker, 
84; deserts the Yorkisis, 93. 

Washing linen by steam, 813. 
Washington, general, retires from public 
life, 599 ; his death, 618. 

Washington, city of, burnt by the English, 

715 . ^ 

VlTatches imported from Germany, 154, 
Water, machine for walking on, 790. 
Water-drinkers, club of, 81.5. 

Waterloo, victory of, 719 ; subscription 
for widows and children of the privates 
killed amounted to near half a million 
739. 

Watson, bishop, acnised of simony, 287. 
Watson, Dr. (bishop), his sudden turn 
against the war and French principles. 
610; his death, 736. ‘ 

VVatson tried for high treason, 740. 

WTatt, James, his discoveries, 494 ; statue 
erecteil to, 920. 

Watt, Robert, his trial at Edinburgh, .589. 
VVaverley, ancient pot found there, 400. 
Weavers, great distress among, 847. 
W^eaving cloth brought from Flanders, 
59. 

Webster, sir Godfrey, divorced from his 
wife, 603 ; his death, 623. 

Wedderburiie (Rosslyn), made solicitor- 
general, 510; his death, 664. 

Wedgwood, Josiah, his death, 591. 

Weights and measures, efforts to establish 
uniformity in, 988. 

Wellesley, Hon. H., damages for crim. 
con., 687. 

Wellesley, marquis, obtains a pension from 
East India Comjiany, 624 ; charges 
against on account of his India govern- 
ment, 672 ; acquitted of the charges, 
68l ; his efforts in 1812 to form a iiiin- 
istry, 701 ; arrives in Dublin as viceroy, 
794; insured at the Dublin theatre, 
802. 

Weilesloy, Mr., deprived of the custorlyof 
hts children, 827 ; committed for a 
Contempt of court, 905. 

W'bllinuton, duke of, wins the battle of 
Assye, 657; chief secretary for Ire- 
land, 678; lands at Clorunna to assist 
the Spaniards, 683; battle of Vimeira, 

; testimony on convention of (lintra, 
ib. ; lands at Lislion, 686 ; defeats the 
French at Taiavera, 688; repulses them 
at the Sierra Btisacu, 693; retreats to 
the fortified line of Torres Vedras, ib, ; 
retreat of the French, 695 ; chagrin ul the 
duke at the loss of Badajot. 695 ; block- 
ade of Almeida, and anair of Fuentes 
d’Ur.nor, 696 ; jerries Ciudad Rodrigo 
by stuim. 699 ; mdajos carried by storm, 
700 ; victory of Salamanca ; the E»g- 
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lUVi entCT Mailiu\,-703; PAneh retire 
{turn Cediz, ib. ; patliameatary grant to 
tVie duUe, 704; defeat of the French 
commanded by Jouroan and kiu^; Jo- 
*e\)h atVitioiia. 708 ; reerosi the Bi- 
dasHvia, ib, ; Si, Sebaatiaii taken by 
storm, ib. ; .det'eats marshal Suult at 
Orthes, 711; battle of Toulouee, 713; 
annuities and estate Hoitled by parlia- 
ment, ib. ; fete at Carlton House in 
honour of, 714 ; positum of the army in 
Belgium, 718 ; victory of Waterloo, 719 ; 
convention with marshal B.iVoust for 
surrender of Paris, 7‘20 ; marshal Ney’s 
appeal, 721 ; Sf rat hfiel< Isay e bought, 
741 ; terms a county meeting a ‘‘ farce,” 
' 7<S7 ; secedes from Mr. Caaoing on the 
latter becoming premier, 829 ; forma- 
tion of the duke s ministry, 8J5 ; sudden 
rupture with Mr. HuNkisson, 836; re- 
signs office of coiniiiander-in-chief, ib. ; 
declaration against his fitness to be pre- 
mier, ib. ; first intiination of yielding 
the Catholic claims, 838 ; letter to Dr. 
Curtis on the Catholic question, 841 ; 
his eKertions overcome the scruples of 
the king, 844 ; duel with the earl of 
VViiichilst;a, 845; pO'>itidn of the min- 
istry early in 183U, 851 ; causes of its 
weakness on the accvNsion of W^illi tin 
IV., 80S; Contrast wdh former tones, 
888 ; whigs move an auiendmeiit to the 
adtlress and show symptoms of with* 
drawing their support from the duke's 
government, 891 ; parliament dissolved, 
i6. ; insurrection in Paris, 892; decla- 
ration of the duke against reform, 898 ; 
king advisvd nut to visit the city; rea- 
sons as-igued by the duke, i5. ; resigns 
899 ; assaulted by the jKipulace, 9-.^0 ; 
elected chancellor of Oxford, 945 ; sends 
a niission t«i Spain to mitigate barhuiities 
of tlie O'vil war, 908; ineeting to erect 
a statue to at the Muns on House, 101 i ; 
his deteiiee of the new poor-law, 1021. 
Welsh bards, destruction of, 50. 
Wentworth, IMer, his refusal to succumb 
to the bishops, 140. 

Wesley, John, founder of Methodism, 
390 ; liis death and burial, .’idn. 

West end fair, ruffians at, 750; fair sup- 
pressed, 805. 

West India docks hegan. 658 
We>t India piopert \, depreciated value of, 
80tt. West India slavery abolished. 
Western, Mr., his bill fur ahering the corn 
laws, 06 1* 

Westmmst.-r abbey founded. 9 ; restorei 
by Kdward the CoiifeKsor, 19; tiiiishe 
by Henry 111.. 47 ; He^ry cha\)e 

built, 108; sums received for admissiu 
to see the monuments, 823 ; nuisic 
festival in 1834, 9!?!. 

Westminster bridge, machine used to cu 
the piles, 426. 


nToiitminiter eledion in 1749,435; peth 
tioa to the houne of commons^ 69^ 
i/Veatminsler hall built by William Rufui, 

28 . 

W^etherell, sir Charles, Oefends Thistle- 
wood and Watson, 740; moves for 
papers relative to the queen, 787; riot 
at Bristol on his entrance, 907 ; speech 
ill defence of corporations, 979. 

Whale fishery, ships employed in from 
18i0 to 1834, 1081 

W^ heat-fed population in George ll**s 
reign, 494 ; not universal under Wil- 
liam IV., 1036. 

Whius aiid Tories, origin of the names, 
2.37 ; factioos combin.itions of under 
William and Anue, 301 ; their abstract 
principles more at variance than their 
practices, 302 ; distinctions between 
under Anne, ib.; principles of on the 
accession of Gi'orge I., 334; furious 
animosities of the factions, 336 ; im- 
peachment of turies l>y the whigs, 341 ; 
whigs enjoy office for half a century 
by pandering to the German jirvdilec- 
tions of the Hanover family, 461 ; hut 
had no sooner swept the field of their 
opponents tnun they quai relied among 
themselves, 462 ; iheir stpiabble about 
the division of offices not principles, 
464 ; seven ministries in the first ten 
years of George 111., 464 ; North's min- 
istry terminates struggles of whig fami- 
lies for premiership, 405; by it whigs 
lust monopoly of power which they did 
not recover for sixty years, tb, ; whigs 
divided on recognition of American in- 
dependence, .'>08 ; defeat of whigs in 
general election in cotisequei'.ce of the 
North coalition, 528; rise of a third 
party distinct from whigs and torits, 
645; whether tories or wliigs hitherto 
sup oned by the jieople if out of place, 
648 ; general distrust of the aristocratic 
factious, 676 ; whigs divided on atate of 
country in 1819, 732 ; beaux jours of the 
aristocracy, burgess order narrowing the 
aristocratic lioundary, 758 ; conduct of the 
whigs pending queen Caroline's tr al, 
765; b/come his Majesty’s op\H)8nion, 
796 ; di8s>iii'>faction of with the ap^ioiiit- 
meiit of Mr. Ilerries in 1828,835 ; all to- 
ries in discredit under the Wellington 
ministry from progress of popul.ir ioiur- 
inatiouand theexpuaition ot the abuses of 
the:r rule, 869 ; resignation of the Wel- 
lington ministry terminated their execu- 
tive supremacy ; new principles ami new 
measures become unavoidatile from lung 
course of non inquiry and non-reform, 
870; Tes|>ective claims of the partie.s m < 
1835, 963. 

Whitbread, Mr., opposed to a miutmum 
for w 'ges. but thioks large families 
ought to be eucouraged, 597 ; pla > lor 
4 K 2 
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improving condition of the pooi’i 677 
his suicide, 720. 

White, sir Thomas, founds St John's col- 
lege, Oxoii, 130. 

White, Luke, his death and riches, 812. 
Whiteboys, daring outrages of, 797. 
Whitefield, George, preaches from his first 
pulpit to the colliers, 416 ; his death, 481. 
Whiteiocke, general, his repulse at Buenos 
Ayres, 679 ; sentence of court-martial 
on, 081. 

Whittington, lord mayor of London, 82 
Whitworth, lord, his interview with Napo- 
leon, 6 )4; appointed lord-lieuteuant of 
Ireland, 708. 

WickiifFe, his name first in^ntioned, 62; 
his religious doctrines, 67 ; his body 
dug up forty years after his death for a 
heretic. 69 ; account of, 90. 
Wii.UKKFOKCE, William, moves an amend- 
ment to address fur peace, 590 ; remark 
of on the secession of Mr. Fox from the 
commons, 607 ; bill for abolition of 
slave-trade passed the commons in 1804 
thrown out by the lords, 661; his 
sentiments oil the Manchester outrage of 
August, 732; retires from the repre- 
sentation of V'erkshire, 810 ; his death 
and bioj:raphical character, 936, 

Wdd, Jonathan, tiie thief-broker, 376. 

Wildfire, first notice of, 18. 

Wilkes, Mr., his affairs, 471, 478; sub- 
scription to pay his debts, 480; allowed 
to take his seat and slirinks into his 
natural size, 492 ; elected chamberlain 
of London, 514; resulutions against, 
erased from journals, ;V22 ; bis death, 607. 

W'li.MAii L, his tide, '22 ; his devastation 
of the kingdom, i />. ; revenues of, 23 ; 
charter to [.ondou, 24 ; his origin, t5. ; 
distributes the lauds of Kugland, <//. ; 
his death, 35 ; isuie of, 26. 

Wii.f.iAU II., his character, ‘26 ; killed in 
the ‘New foresr, 27; his tomb, lA. 

WiLLiAai 111., Introduction ; — all mferests 
had been endangered by the wilful 
course. of .James li., but the statesmen 
who had invited the prince of Grange to 
England soon i eg-iii intriguing against 
him, 268; theological coniruveisirs, 
269; foreign policy of the king; as- 
pires to be the continental umpire, tA. ; 
last king of England who evinced gn;at 
abilities as soldier ami statesman, tA. ; 
constitutional irriprovements which re- 
sulted from the revolution enumerated, 
270 ; government hecaine pardamentitry 
from 1688, lA. — /sVr«/« and (hcurren- 
cea : — declaration of rights. 27 1 ; h i- 
beas corpus act suspended, 272 ; vindic- 
tive measures of whigs, give a majority 
to the tories in the second pai liament, 
273; h'dtle of the Boyne. 274; con- 
gress uf sovereigns, 27.5 ; trials for 
frea'tom « treaty of Limerick, 276: 


victory of La Hogue, the combined 
Dutch and English fleets defeating the 
French, 277; massacre of Glencoe, 
278; dearth of seven years, 280; bank 
of England e^tabllshed, lA. ; gre’at cor- 
ruptions discovered in parliament, 281 ; 
re-coinage of silver, 282 ; plot against 
his life, 283; liberty of the press, 285; 
treaty of KyswLck, <A. ; Sunilerland re- 
signs, much regretted by the king. 286 ; 
great seal taken from Somers, tne last 
of the great whig ministers, 288 ; pro- 
ceedings of convocation, 289 ; Act of 
Settlement, lA. ; Kentish petition, 290 ; 
partition treaty, secrecy of, 'deemed per- 
nicious, 291 ; the grand alliance, ib. ; 
the king dies, ‘292 ; public statutes, ih. ; 
taxes and revenue, 294 ; national debt, 
295; comparative cuniiition of England, 
France and Holland, ‘296 ; progress of 
Banking, 297 ; his statue on College 
Green blown up, 999. 

Wii.i.iAM IV., Introduction : — a reign re- 
markable fur constitutional agitation in 
England ' iiid Europe, 865 ; extraonli- 
nary revolution in France; incompati- 
bility of the sway of the Bourbons with 
the sentiments of the French nation, lA. ; 
ministerial changes and occurreuees 
since their restoration, 866 ; accession 
of Charles X., and appointment of the 
Folignac ministry, lA. ; mutual jealousies 
and apprehensions of the Liberals an 1 
Absolutists ; M. C.’ottu's bvmk sug- 
gesting a dict.'itorship, 867 ; meeting, 
and sudden dissolution of the ehamber ; 
promulgation of the ordinances, and 
outbreak of the ou’y revolution, .‘'6.8; 
moveineiiU in Italy, iieniiany, and Po- 
land, lA. ; England, the king on liis 
accession, expresses no dissatisfaction 
with the Wellington ministry, but ibe 
administration, weak from alaMiation of 
ttie uira tories. civil inexperience of its 
chief, and ivavering siip[»i)it of the 
whigs, 869; rleieated lu the general 
election, 870 ; declar.ition .igainst lefuim, 
ami resignation of the premu r, lA. ; new 
principles and new measures become 
unavoidable from a long course of mis- 
government, 871 ; ineipniiitii's of the 
representative system; caiiMS of the 
del.iy of reforuj, lA. ; lorination of the 
ministry of earl Grey, 872 ; tiist diatt 
of the reform bill, lA. ; general satisfac- 
tion with the ministerial Kclieme, 873; 
Its progress ; question of eieadng peers ; 
king’s acquieHCeiice ; royai* eueular ; 
st'Cessiou of its opponents, ami tiiuinpli 
oi reform, 874 ; coust tutioual prin- 
ciples, and changes eflei tcil by passing 
ut the bill ; functions ot the cnmmoiis 
piior and subsequent to the revolntiou 
of 1688, 885; polity ol the goveni- 
njeiit iu consequence of the oligm lncal 
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interests it embodied^ 876 ; qualificatiuns 
of' the statesmen under this system; 
talents for ])arliainentary debate cul 
tiv^ted to the exclusion of political 
and economical science, ih , ; new direc 
tion ii;iven to parliamentary oratory after 
the peace. 877 ; principles of the reform 
hill vests legislative power in the nation, 
ib , ; gives alternate ascendancy to whigs, 
tories, and radicals, according to the 
oscillations in public feeling, ib * ; no 
danger of a permanent ascendancy of 
the tories, or that the progressive prin- 
ciple will be arrested, 878; septennial 
duration of parliament may too long 
interrupt the communion of sentiment 
between the representative and consti- 
tuent bodies, ib. ; success of the new 
representation as tried in the first and 
subsequent sessions of the reform par- 
liament, ib. ; foreign policy of the 
reform ministry, 879 ; rise ol Mehemet 
Ali, y80 ; jealousy of Russian aggran- 
disement in the East, 881 : ministers 
seek to allay the popular excitement 
called forth by the reform hill, and bring 
the action of goveniraent within its 
acciishuned channels, ib. ; rupture with 
the Stanley section of the calunet ; 
other divisions, retirement ot eail Grey, 
8S2; formation of the Meihoiirne min- 
istry, ih . ; second session of reform par- 
liament ; principles of the poor-law act, 
883 ; liivisions in the cabinet, and dis- 
missal of the Melbourne ministry, 884 ; 
principles of sir U. Peel’s mmisiry, 885 ; 
restoration of the Melhonrne min- 
istry, ih. suppn ;sion of Orange soci- 
eties, 886; ad'airs of France; encroach- 
ments on the charter provoked by vio- 
lence ; the Fieschi laws, %tt . ; absence 
of political strife in Ireland, equal jus- 
tice and conciliatory policy of the 
administration, 837 ; in the absence of 
political stimuli, symptoms of reviving 
conservatism in England ; moderatimi 
of public men, ami absence of thi* 
tactious spirit of former reigns, 888; 
death of the king, 889 ; his chaiacter, 
lA. ; close of the wonderful era of the 
Gei>rge8, 890 . — 'Parents an i Orcurrencfs : 
— accension of William IV., 890 ; par- 
liament dissolveil ; insurrection in 
Paris, continuing three days, and 
Charles X. expelled, HOI ; I^uis Phi- 
lip chosen king, and ne.v Fre 'ch charter, 
894 ; revidution in Belgium, 895 ; 
meeting of the new parliament and 
king’s speech, 897 ; visit of the king to 
the city postponed, ib. ; formation of the 
minUtr) of ea-l («rey, 899: insurrec- 
tion i.i Poland, ih, ; incendiary 6re^ 
alarming number of, 900; tiial of thi 
Freitch ministers, tA. ; sjiecial commis- 
sions, 901 ; [larliament dissolved to take 


the sense of the people on the reform 
bill, 903 ; excitement of the elections. 
904; reform bill a second time intro- 
duced, 904 ; rejected by the lords, 906 , 
coronation of their majesties, ib. ; dread- 
ful riots in Bristol, and meeting of the 
London political union, 907 ; proclama- 
tion against political societies ; Bir- 
mingham association abandon their plan 
of organization, 908 ; reform hill intro- 
duced a third time, ib. ; continuance of 
political agitation in Ireland, 909 ; 
separation of Holland and Belgium, 
910; alarm from the Asiatic cholera, 
911; reform bill in the lords; resig- 
nation of ibinisters, 913 ; circular ad- 
dressed by sir H, Taylor to the anti-bill 
peers and its triumph^ 914; royal assent 
given to th^ reform bill ; alterations 
thrrebymade in the representation, 919 ; 
Greek treaty of 183i, 921 ; election and 
composition of the first reformed parlia- 
ment, 928 ; Irish disturbances bill, 931 ; 
regulations on petitions and attendance 
in the commons, lA. ; Russia interferes on 
behalf of the Porte against Mehemet Ali, 
934 ; close ol' the first reform session ; 
summary of business transacted, 937 ; 
trade unions in 1831, 944; procession 
948 ; quadruple treaty concluded, 948> 
appropriation clause relative to the Irish 
church introduced ; ministerial resigna- 
tions in consequence, 9.')0 ; Irish prelates 
have an interview, at which the king de- 
precates ecchsiastical innovations, 951 ; 
alterations on the commercial intercourse 
between France and England, ib.; mis- 
understanding on the renewal of the Irish 
disturbances bill ; resignation of earl 
Grey, 952; Melbourne cabinet formed, 
953 ; close of second session of reformed 
parliament ami summary of business 
transacted, 95 1 ; poor-law amendment 
act, abuses on which it was founded and 
proposed remedies, »A. ; houses of parlia- 
ment burnt. 95s ; sudden dismissal of 
the ministry, reasons assigned for, lA. ; 
sir Robert Peel's ministry ; his otVer to 
sir J. Graham and lord Stanley* 959 ; 
great address from the city in support of 
the. ministry, 961; state of parties, he- 
giiiuing of 1835, 962 ; ref. rraed ministry 
weakened by successive defections not 
replaci d by the abilities of new au.xili- 
aries, 963; their opponents tlespair of a 
reactive movement and seek to strengthen 
theinse ves on reform principles, ib. ; hut 
reformers of all grades coalesce against 
the restoration of the conservatives, 964 ; 
gtmeral election, results of, lA. ; commis- 
sion t<» impure into state of the English 
church, 965; meeting of the new parlia- 
ment, contest for a speaker, lA. ; minis- 
terial plans for relief of dissenters, the 
settlcuient of tithes in Ireland, and Iheii 
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commutation in England, 967 ; ivsolu- 
tions moved by the opposition^ which end 
in the dissolution of the Peel ministry, 
968 ; restoration of the Mell>ourne minis- 
try,, 969 ; great seal put in commission, 
970; measure for retbrm of municipal 
corporations, 972; abuses in, 973; their 
revenues, td, ; ministerial plan, 974 ; 
foreign enlistment act suspended by order 
iu council, tA. ; test of Russian influence 
in Turkey, 978 : termination of the Me* 
thueii treaty, 979 ; Fiesclii’s plot to as- 
sassinate Louis Philip, *6. ; violations 
of the French charter^ 980 ; parliament 
prorogued, summary of the legislative 
business of the session of 1835, 982 ; re- 
torm ot the house of lords agitated, 983 ; 
registration courts : activity of liberal 
and cumervative electors, 984 ; general 
view of the state of France and her go* 
veriimeiit at the close of 1 ^35 ; for theory 
Trench statesmen pr ifess to have suhsti* 
tuted exiie deuce, 986 ; her commercial 
monopolies 987 ; limitations of elective 
franchise, t/>, ; apathy of the middle 
ranks and <lesiie of internal tranquillity, 
988 ; ministerial responsibility esta* 
blished, <6. ; general prosjwjrify of the 
united kingdo.n, beginning of ls36; 
manufacturing industry unusually brisk ; 
mania for railways and juint*stock tiauks, 
990 ; partial distress in agriculture, but 
distress inseparable from farming, 991 ; 
political aspects of 1836, composition and 
jKjpularity of the iniuisrry, 992; great 
seal, which had been in commission, 
given to lord Cottenham, i6. ; opening 
of parliamentary session, amendments to 
address moved in both houses, 995 ; re- 
form of Idsh corporatiuDs, 997 ; hill 
canied in the comm<iiis, 998 ; hill for 
aertlernent of Irish tithe carried iii the 
cuiiimons but mutilatetl in the lords. 999, 
10(/0 ; conference l>etween the houses on 
the Irish municipal bill, 1001 ; miuiste* 
rial plan of Kngll^,h church refoim, 1 003 ; 
admission to the commons' gallery, the 
alterations in, 1004 ; free conference be- 
tween the two houses, 1005 ; close of 
the session and summary of legislative 
business, 1005; coininutation of English 
tithes, mardage act, registration I'f 
births, and established church act 1006 ; 
speculation and over-trading in 1836, 
1015; similar origin with that of 1825, 
but mure limited in its effects, $6 , ; rapid 
increase of joiiit-sto 'k haiikH ; disputes 
between Horsley Palmer and Messrs. 
Salomun't, lA)yd and Ricardo, on tiieoti- 
gin of mercii liile disasters, t/j. ; mam 
Hutirce of ditficuities m England and 
America inordinaie thirst oi gain, tit . ; 
agitation on account of tlie new poor- 
law act. 1022 ; illnesH and dec.tn of the 
king 1023; hia will, i6, : — public 


statutes, 1024 ; flnance, taxes, and re 
trenchments of his reign, 1028; amount 
of taxes repealed and imposed since the 
peace, 1029; national debt fuiid(>d and 
unfunded, and charge thereof since the 
|ieace, 1029 : commerce, shipping, navi- 
gation, 1031; year 1835 one of unex- 
ampled trading, 1032; different coim- 
ti ies to which cuminndities were exported, 
1033; trade with China since the open- 
ing, ilt. ; great increiwe of trade with 
Ireland, exports to and imports from 
that kingdom since the union, 1034 ; 
exports to the United States of Ameri- 
ca, 1035 ; wages, factories, poor-rute-t, 
savings* hanks, and lunatics, i&. ; com- 
fortable state of working classes in the 
present reign, lA. ; animal food, however, 
not general diet of the people, 1036; 
state of the labouring classes in 1837, in 
Ireland. Scotland and the north of Eng- 
1 md, t6. ; general improvement in dress, 
1037 ; emigration since 1820 ; countries 
to which emigrants have resulted. 1040 ; 
poor-rates, amount of, from 1750 to 
1837 ; amount of bastardy ; operation 
of new poor-law elucidated by the 
inquiries of M. (luerry, 1041; prices 
of public stocks, of tea, coffee, sugar, 
flour, and coal. 1042; cattle and sheep 
sold, number of christenings and burials, 
lA ; circulation of the buiik of England, 
and of private and joint-stock banks, and 
amounr v>f gold and silver coined, lA. ; 
newspaper press, history of, 1043 ; rail- 
ways and steam navigation, progress of, 
1049 ; progress and increase of crime. 
1052; crime in the metropolis, 1059; 
house of lords, increase of, from 1264 to 
1837, 1060: house of commons, changes 
iu parliamentary representation from 
Edward I. to \Vmi.ira IV.. 1061 ; list of 
boroughs disfranchised. 1062 ; number 
of registered electors in 1^32-4-’)-7, 
1064; proportion of to population, lA. ; 
busine>s transacted by the commons in 
each year, Irom 1800 to 1837, 1065 ; 
revenues and statistics of the church of 
England, 1066 ; the sanne of »he chnrch 
of Ireland, 1070; dissenting places ot 
worship in each county, 1071; expense 
of judicial establislimeiits, 1072 ; number 
of magistrates and jurors in each cniinty, 
lA, ; returiiH of the revenue, charges, and 
trade of the Flast India Company. 1073; 
statistics of the British colonies. 1076 ; 
number of sliipwiecks, 1077 ; postag • ol 
the chief towns, 1078; county-rates troni 
1792 to 1832. 1079 ; ass.-ssed taxes ami 
their distribution, lA. ; sums paid by the 
insurance companies, 1080; trade of the 
port of Liverpool, iA. ; whale fishery, 
progre s of, 1081 ; revenues and pro- 
gress of the infjniry into public charities, 
•A ; pi ices of pruvi.s!oiis ft»d wages 
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Mancbehter, Limerick^ anH . (^las^ow, 
1083; men of letters and list of their 
works, 1085. 

iVilliam Fitzstephen « account of schools, 

44. . 

William of Malmsbury the historian, 44. 

William of Wickham, architect of Wind- 
sor Castle, 68. 

Williams, Mr., his speech on chancery 
abuses, 818. 

Williamsons, horrid murder of, 698. 

Willis, Dr., returns from Portugal, 561. 

'Wills bill, provisions of, 1019. 

Wilson, sir R., his book on Ke:ypt, 656 ; 
removed from the army and a public 
subscription raised to compensate tor the 
loss of his commission, 793 ; reconciles 
Brougham and Gunning, 805. 

W'ilson, WigiTin, and Wilde, speculative 
trading of, 1016 ; recovery of their afiairs, 
1017. 

Winchester college founded, 69. 

Windham, Mr., defends bull-baiting, 631 ; 
his plan of limited military service, 671 ; 
his death and character, 692. 

Windows, use of glass in, 37. 

Windsor i^orest, extent of^, 687. 

Windsor castle built by Edward III., 66 ; 
royal chapel founded, 93 ; grand t6te by 
George 111.. 664; splendid repairs by ! 
George IV., 840. i 

W’indyer, Mr., his innovation in taking 
notes of the debates, 1048. 

Wine first made in Britain, 4; qu mtitvof I 
alcohol in, 706. 

Wilmington, sir Thomas, bis prediction 
from allowing the debates of the house 
of commons to be published, 1045. 

Winsor, Mr., gaslight discoveries of, 684. 

Winterbuthain. a dissenting minister, tried 
for sedition, 585, 

Witchcraft, trial on account of, 825. 

Witenageraot, constitution of, 11 ; assem- 
b'ing of^)y Ina, 8. 

Wolfe, general, his death, 452. 

Wolfeuhuttle, two dukes of. sudden deaths 
of, 4 12. 

Wollaston, Dr., election of to French in- 
stitute, 805. 

Wolseley, sir Charles, drowned in his own 
coach, 394. 

Wolseley, sir Charles, elected legislatorial 
attorney for Birmingham, 749 ; trial of 
at Chester for sedition, 781. 

Woi.sRY, cardinal, mt^de dean of Lincoln, 
115; becomes prime minister, 116; 
procures attainder of the dake of Buck- 
ingham, ib, ; seeks to be made pope, 
117; great seal taken from, 118; dies 
at Leicester, i6. ; founded colb ges, 127. 

Wnlstonecraft, Mrs., her marriage with 
Mr. Godwin, 998. 

Woorl, James, rich banker, his death, 

1014. 


Woodfall, Mr., trial of, for publishing Ju- 
nius, 843; his talents for parliamentaty 
reporting, 1047. 

Woodstock park first in England, 30. 

Wooler, Thomas Jonatlian, tried for a 
libel. 740; conviction of at Warwick as- 
sizes for a conspiracy, 783. 

Woollen manufacture encouraged, 54 ; 
state of in Yorkshire in 1783, 525; 
amount of in 1782, 532 ; yarn allowed 
to he exported, 1033: amount of, in 
1837, ib,; persons employed, and wages, 
1039. 

Woolston, trial of,, for deism, 390. 

Woolwich, military academy built, 420; 
murder at, 780. 

Worce.ster see founded, 10. 

Workhouse system, its effect in reducing 
pauperism under George I., 386; mor- 
tality in, 477. 

Worship, number of places of, in 1804, in 
London, 660 ; in England in 1830, 1071, 

Wortley, Mr., author of copyright act of 
queen Anne, 330. 

Wren, sir Christopher, architect, dies, 372. 

Wright, captain, his death iu the Temple, 
667. 

Wright, Mrs., convicted of an irreligious 
libel, 804. 

Wright, Mr., obtains 1000/. damages, 7^. 

Wvat, sir Thomas, his insurrection, 1341L 

Wynford, lord. See Best. ^ 

Wyndham, major, his conduct censured, 
920. 

Wyoming, destruction of Ameiiciin set- 
tlement of, 511. 


Y. 

Yarmouth, lord, retirement of fn the 
royal household, 701. 

Year-books, beginning of, 54. 

Yeomen of the guard instituted, ft)8. 

Yew-tree, horses poisoned by, 675; cat- 
tle destroyed by, 715. 

York and Lancaster, war between, origin 
of, 83. 

York, see of, founded, 9 ; William 1. kept 
his Christmas there* 24 ; cathedral 
burnt, .32; massacre of Jews, 38; Ed- 
ward IV., his father*8 head taken 
down from the wall, 93 ; great meeting 
of freeholders in 1779, 514; petition 
presented by sir George Saviie, 515: 
another in 1783, 525; fourteen Lud- 
dites executed, 706 ; musical festival, 
840 ; minster set on fire by a lunatic, 
843; great musical festival of 1835, 
982. 

York hussars, two shot, 627. 

York, duchess of, her death, 783. 

York, duke of, charges against, by colonel 



INDKX. 


1240 
'S 

1\arclle, 685; appointed custos to the 
king, i 48 ; his denial of knowledge of 
practices of Mra Clarke, 777 ; decla- 
ration on the catholic claims, 818; 
his death, 827. 

Yorke, lord chancellor, his suicide of. 481. 
Yorke, Henry Redhead, political writer, 
710. 

Vorkshire, improvement of canals in, 37. 


Young Hr. ids death, 473. 

Young, Arthur, his account of the roadi 
in 1 772, 568. 


z. 

Zuinalacarrcguy, Carlist general, inortall] 
wo muled, 974, 
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